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pART I 

ORGANI7.ATIONAL D.NPA 

1. ~d Bat talion, 3d Marines LtCol R C OOHUL'7E . 1-~1 Mar 69 

H&S C omp any Capt B J WILttAMSON 1-31 Mar 69 

I Coq>any Capt J 0 TROl'T 1-31 Nar 69 

K COllJlartY Capt J J RAPU~ 1-3 Mar 69 
Capt B B GOOm~rrrT 4-31 ~ 69 

L COlIPany 1 stLt A J P AROznrsIcr 1-8 Mel" 69 
Capt C C IillULAK 9-31 Ma:r 69 

M C oIlt' any Capt ~1 BRIlEY 1-~1 Max' 69 

2. UX:ATlmr 

a. 1-22 Mar 69 - YD128589, CAM rot Map Sheet #5542 I 

b. 23-31 Mar 69 - YD927437, T!!ON:oro KIHH, Map Sleet #6342 n 

3. sr AFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 

S-3 

S-3A 

Adjutant 

S-2 

~ppIy Officer 

Personnel Officer 

Conmnnications Officer 

Artillery Liaison Officer 

Forward Air Control OrficeT 

Air Liaison Officer 

Chaplain 
Battalion Surgeon 

Maj K J SKIPPER 1-31 Mar 69 

Maj C E DAVIS 1-31 l1ar 69 

2nlLt J P RIGOOwr 1-~1 ~far 69 

1stLt R K CQ{JIll'ER 1-2 ~ 69 
2ndLt R L YlIlIDrJAr.~ 3-31 Mar 69 

2ndLt J P RIGOOIDr 1-31 Mar 69 

1stLt B B HOI.DRIDGE 1-;1 Mar 69 

Cept ~., J hHITE 1-31 Mar 69 

fstLt P P SAUGm 1-151 Ms:;r 6q 

1 stLt S B YATES 1-31 Mar 69 

1stLt S H WCAS 1-31 Mar 69 

1 st Lt G '.1 ICRAWVID 1-31 !Mar 69 
1 stLt W M lIATCH 1-31 Mar' 69 

LtC!!rl:r R '! BEDINGFIELD 1 .. 31 Ma1: 69 
Lt 'J !3 _~$FORD 1 .. 13 Mar «)9 
Lt M R ~mlILLAJT 14-31 Ma;r 69 
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Battalion Sarge8Jlt Hajor Sgt Maj E F DESJARDINS 1-31 Mar 6 9 

4. .~ERAGE MOm'HLY srRE1?GrH 

USlC USN 
Officer Enlisted Officer Enlisted 

36· . 1156 3. 50 

. -: 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 



J 

DECLASSIFIED 

• PART II 

During the month of Ma;roh, the Battalion was split because of mmerous OPCON 
Changes. The Battalion assisted in the pacification program in the HUONG HOA 
and CAM !JJ Districts for 23 daYs. Lctual combat was limited to small unit 
contaots and the enemy mini1".g of Route #9. Conpany K executed a daylight 
ambush and killed 21 NV 1; and captured 1 1111 Ii 10/111. On 24 }~h, the Batt alton 
passed to' OPCON of Task Force Hotel and moved to Vandegrift Combat Base. The 
CP and one company helilifted to FSB Cates. One company participated in 
Operation Purple Martin and 2 companies participated in Operation Maine Crag. 
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• P l.l-n' III 

1. COMBAT MISSIONS ,~S-JIGNED 

a. Continue Seaxch and Destroy operations in Battalion AO and 
Pacification of '::am Lo end -aUOrlP-' Hoa District s. 

b. Regimental Operation Order '5-,;q 

(1) Conduct Search and Destroy aperationB in .AO. 

e 2) Provide seCurity for FSB Cates r Hill 6~)1 t and l!ill 9')0 

2. SIGP'IFICANl' OPER·,TIQ.US CONDUCTED 

a. 1-23 Maxch continue Search and Destroy operations in ,\0 and 
Pacification of Cam 10 and Huong Hoa Districts. 

b. 2~-31 11a;roh provide security for F'lB Cates, Hill 6q1 t and Hill 950. 

c. Search and Destroy operat ions in t.O. 

3. C 4'm~![,IE" Im'LICTED o:r.r THE E}TD1y 
- -

4. 

5. 

6. 

KIA 
28 

KI A by·~rt illery/ liir 
4 

PO'" 
1 

IIT"~ by Popular FOlCes 
4 

C N:;U ~IJrIES c;rrgr 1.INED 

KIA WI"~ D01,., MIll N.OO NOO Killed DOO DAI 
U"':J£ 4 52 1 0 85 0 0 0 
U81f 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 

~., TECHNIquES EriJLOYKO !ione during the month of l'farch. 

CO'Ht>M'fIT'I) REL'TIONe:; 

a. 01- J 1 March ',"OCOllT 3d Marine Div ieion 
01-10 Maxch OPCOH 3d Marines 
11- 22 Ma:roh OPcor 1 st Bda, 5th Infantry Div ision (Meell) 
2J- 24 March OPCQJ·T 9th Mar ine s 
2'5- J1 Ma:roh oPCON 3d Marines 

b. Subordinate Units 

1 March CHoP Go's IT 8r~1 F to 2d Bn, ;d Marines 
1-19 Ma;rch Co M OPCc'r to 1 st Bde, 5th Infantry Division (Mach) 
19-2:> March Co L CHOP f::-om 1st Bde, 5th Infantry Division 
(Mech) to 2d Bn, "5d lI"ariM.3 
20-31 March Co 1{ Cr=op from 1 st Bele t 5th Infantry l)ivision 
(Mach) to 1 st Bn, 4th fia.1'i.ne9 
2~-27 l1arch Co I CT:IOP ~rc~: 1st B(~e, 5th Infantr.y Division 
(l1ech) to 1st Bn, ;d Na;r'in::,'~ 
28-31 March Co I CROP fro~ 1st Bc1e, 5th Infantr.,. Division 
(Meeh) to 3d En, 3d Marine~ .,.", 
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1. E'1TIPMENl' \' 

Combat Essential "Equipment at 83. ~ on ~1 March 1969. 

8. lDnrgJ'IGS 

a. ~pply 

(1) Combat Essential Supplies on henri was 84.4~ on ~, Maroh 1969. 
Critical shortages existed in the following items; 

Fl<)l'10t; -rower 
Jintenna, ~)S2236 
Telephone, T J~ 1PT 
Gas Mask, }I17 
Antenna. RC292 

Sb.,orba.ge 

3 
2 

5~ 
200 

2 

(2) furing the month of March, the first 21 days Class V was 
drawn from the .1SP a.t ')lang Tri \dth no problems encountered. 
After the 21st, Class V was drawn from the lBA at Vandegrift 
Combat Base. 

During t~~ first 21 da.vs of March, resupply was by ground trane­
:po~ation. There were no problems ooncerning resupply during thlS 
period. From the 21 at on, resupp ly was by helicopters. ~n inadequate 
number of helieopters for reSlpply was encountered during this period. 

c. Evaculltion &: RO§.eitalization 

(1) ,~rea of operation during this period was flat w1t~ little to 
no caver. 

(2) All medevaP B were by helicopters and no problems were en­
countered. 

d. T ranap ort at ion 

(1) Toatal mileage on (!)rga.nic vehioles during March was 8,98'). 

(2) Truck ~pport was ,8,dequate. 

e. Service 

(1) One pla.toon "r Co B, 3d Engineer Battalion render eel assistance 
in all engineering tasks. 'i-Ieavy equipment was unobtainable ... 

(2) IUring the reporting period, the 8aJ!19 platoon condtacted road_ 
sweeps in the Battalion '0. 
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Du.ring Ma.rch, the Battalion was supported bv 4 H~'S from 

.... --:-~-...,...-.• , .... ; ~3d 310re Party Battalion. 

9 _. CIVIC ,IQ'rION 

. The. Battalion 8-5 assisted in the pacification pro,Q'rgn in the CaJIl Lo 
and Huong HOa Districts. In Cam w, construction was begun on three 
school;; by distriblting materials, lumber, screenin.1' material, and. 
blackboards. In Huong Hoa., the Bru hospital was stocked with medical 
supplies, blankets, air mattresses, cots, an1 a generator. Also two 
eorps~n were assigned 'ana permanent MadCap Progra.lll. .\11 projects 
were turned over to l..~ 9t.hMari.~s for cOqlletlon. 

10. AT>lITNIsrRATION 

a. During the month of 11arch, 3 SPCM were held and 1 Coo.rt Martia1s 
are pending. The Batt~ion COfll!laruier held 3 Office Heure. There 
were 12 Company COIIlli~der Oftice Hours held and 4 are pending. .' . 

b. R&R. continued to baa major mor81e faCtor. The Battalion received 
and' u'sed 81 Out or Coutry R&R quotas. There were no In COI1ntry 
R&R quotas received. 

c. The morale was considered excellent. 

d. Post al ser.rice waS good. 

e. No 1ibe~:ty was authorized during the month. 

f. Marine Exchange facilitie-s ,.,ere ,not available to the Battalion 
as a whole. Limited Exchange ",as available for t"".e Heat' area 
.personnel. 

g~ Ihring the month, the Battalion gENe out the following a'-'E!rds: 

NtVy Commendation Medal 6 
Purp Ie Heart 30 
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry ro 

11. PER'lOIINEL 

Gains: 5 U':)l£ Officer 
Losses: 7 USM.':! Officer 

12. INl'ELLIr.E~B 

1}9 UqHJ FUllisted 
1?C' !'SM:! Enlisted 

o U8N Officer ~ USN Enlisted 
1 U'iN Offio er 6 U~ Enlisted 

a. Up until the 22nd of the r.lo:J.~:, the Battalion CP was at CaJD 10 
District HeadctUarters. 

Co I set up a patrol base on 111 37. Th-:?y ran 3 two daY operations. 
The only significant inciden~, took place on 20 and 21 March, lilen 
they took BPproximately 45 82r.";n r:1orta;t' rounds in 5 different incidents. 

• <I: /" . • • 
.J ••• 
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1.100, they found 15 bunkers and observed enemy l.'8ltUlarly. ThQ'e 
were s~era1 mining incidents on Route #9 near iridia's cr. On the 
22nd, India was convoyed to Vandegrift Combat Base aml theft hell­
lifted to FSB Saigon tor 4 days. On the 28th, they we1'e luted to 
Ii'SB Cates and joined the Alpha Conmand and Kilo Coupan.y. 

Coq,any Lima was at I<he Gio Bridge on Route #9.Tbey had a few 
smpel:' incident s. On the 21 st f Lima. ~ ... a.s helilifted to-F~B Snlf)Per. 
On the 28th, they were lifted to Vandegrift Comb-at Base e.M (l'lCOIl 
3d Marines. 

C01l>aJlY Mike wa~OPCON to the army and operated from Cen Thien 
unt il the 21 st men they were lifted to FSB Alpine e.nd oPCON to 
1 stBn, 4th }1arines. 

Conpany Kilo was working out ofMa.! Loa and had 1 major contSlt 
on 9 March, when they sprung an aJIlbush wich resulted in 21 KIA -
and 1 PO\,' and variou.s gear captured. On the 22nd, Ki10 was lifted 
to FSB Cates where the nphaCommand later jolned them. 

, 
In general, the month of Mazeh cant ained only light and scattered 
action for the Battalion, JlX)stly mining and sniper incidents. 

(1) Kit Ca:rson Scouts got along ",ell and mo!rt showed initiative 
and an eagerness to help their respective units. 

(2) J'U conpanies had Sniper Tea.ms but ",ere unable to J)ut them 
to good use. 

(3) Two Intexpreters were transferred beca}lse they ",ere unsatle- . 
factory. The other two were extremely helpful, especially 
since we were opera.ting in a. populated area,. for most of the 
month . 

(4) The Battalion received two Dog Teams during the month but 
both were medevat:::ed before they could be put to use. 

UNITS IDmNl'IFIED BY BllTT:,LION 

Iq En, NT.A in the area of YD127483. 

£'.:?TtFLED BY B..-\TT!.LION 

J\R47 i\ssualt Rifles 15 
SKS Rifles e 
1'44 Riflee 4 

Ordname 

Chioom Grenades 48 , 

E40 Rocket 1euncher; 1 
FJ?G7 Lalnoher 1 -
rra.2 LS}1ooher' 1 

1340 Rounds 2 
__ ,4 
;f' 
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, • BPG2 Rounds 1 
!If Mines 3 
Booby Tre;ps 1 

RPC7 Rwnds 3 
7.62 Rounds 3000 
Chicom Claytnore 1 

Mi sc e llanneous 

~K41 Magazines 46 
NIl J'. Pac ks 37 
NIT", Machettes 3 
}NA E-tools 5 
funkers 25 
Huts 1 

13. COl-!1UNIC ;~TIONS 

Verious 182 Gear 
Various ltv 1, Clothing 
Various NIT 1. Document s 
Various Cooldng Utensils 
Vari"Cnls l-1edical fupplies 

a. furing the first part of March, the Communications Platoon 
maintained it's wire and radio systems at Cam 10 and ~a.ng Tn. 
tef{iment arrw.ged to have direCt trunk lines wired to 2d Bn, 
3d Marines switchboard in Quang Tri facilita.ting land. line 
co mnunic at ions. 

l~s the Battalion movecl into it I S new 110 west of Vandegrif't 
Combat Base, the Platoon established.2, minil!lllm wire netlolork at 
the Battalion FOTITard Rear at Vandegrift Combat Base •. 

b. Radio communication remained satisfactory with Vandegrift Combat 
Base and ruang Tri using the f,S2236. Because of the higll hills 
surrounding Vamlegrift Combat Base two :.ntennas, 11S22}.(), were 
required at that position. 

14. ',EATHER 

During the month of l1arch, the '."eather was unseasonably dry, hot, 
and humid. 

lrv erage H igb. 85 • 
twerage to,.,. 65' 
~'rverage Humidity 85% 

15. FIRE SUPPORr 

a. Units providing direct and. Feneral support: 

m 
\~l (8 

Btry J, 1st Bn, 121;1. lisTi.nes 
Btry B, 1st Bn, 121;:. E.'1j:i:1es 
Btry C, 1st Bn, 1 ~.; r~,,:>:'':nes 
Btry L, !~th 13n, i2'ch ~,rp..rines 
Btry M, 4th Bn, 12th ?-1axi"les 
1st Provisional, 12th }r8~ines 
Btry C, 1st Bn, 40th ;.l,···.i.l:ery US11 
Btry C, 6th Bn, 33rd ';:rtL~~rY' US1l 

5 
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b. Missions Fired 

(1) ,~rtillery 

Prepatory Fi~~es 31 
Night Defensive Fires 61 
Live Missions 39 
SUspected Enemy Positions 53 
Ammunition Expended: 

Type 
105mm 
155mm 

HE 
3226 
1759 

WP 
293 
102 

ILL 
21 
00 

(2) 81mm Mortars 

16. .~IR suppom 

Preparatory Fires 
Target s of Opp ortuni t y 
Counter Hortar Fires 
3lspected Enemy Positions 
Night Defensive Fires 
Illur.dnat ion 
~mmunition ~ended: 

HE \>lP ILL 
8358 430 111 

• 

a. During Kaxoh t ~, conpany size helicopter lifts were cOqJleted., 

b. Seven flig':lts of fixed wing were requested and received. 

c. Two flights of UII1E gunships ",ere requested but not received. 

d. Eighteen,~O' s were requested and received. 

e. Two flareships were requested but not received. 

f. Twenty-three medevaes i·rere requested and received. 

g. Frurteen C&c flights 1';81'e requested and 6 ,.,ere reoeived. 

h. Two CJ(J41 , 8 were requester' nnti 1 WI'I.B received. 

1. 321 ,310 pounds of cergo l'1ltS lifted. 
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e 
i 

e. 1 fl? re ship WP.S roqu2sterl .<tnn reCciVcr1. 

h. ~27, ~1n pounrls of C'lI'go W"ts lift'1d. 

9 -
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SUPPORrING DOOUMENI'~ 

01 Mar 69 No signific·a.n,t events. 

.... 
02 M,g;r 69 1030H In the area of YDO!J.5567 t a patrol af 00 I received small 

arms fire from Y0054575. 1.n 81mm !OOrta.r mission was d~rected on 
the· suspecte{l enemy position and the firing ceased. 

103QH In the area of XD9905'55, a jeep driver of 1st Bn, ~d Ma.r!nes 
reported that a trag grenade was thrOiffi at his vehicle and landed 
350 away. . 

03 Mar 69 1930R In the area of YD1035}9, ·elenants of Co K discovered lOne 

indigenous person hiding in a culvert along the .road. Interro­
gation resulted in that he was p. CIDG personnel that was U ',. 

20000 In the area of YD1045 24, Popular Forces executed I'l.Il ~nblstr. 
The VC broke oont~t and 81m HE Md Illuclnation was -oa.lled..,·in. 
Another plE'.toon of PF's were sent to reinforoe the unit, A· -
search of the area, resulted in 2 VC raL, 1 B40 rocket laumher, 
2 1340 rounds, 1 lJ<47, and several Chieon grenades o~tured. 

04 Mar 69 No signific ant event s. 

05 Mar 69 No signific ant event s. 

06 Mar 69 02100 In the r.re1'l. of YDo99531, 1'1. POpular Forces pla~·oon executed 
an 800bush resulting in 1 VC I<L', ~.nd 2 Chieon grenades captured. 

1930H In the area of -m064529, /", Popular Forces platoon Clade 
contact with approximately 15 vo carrying' a.n M79 end B40 rockets •. 
~l Mssion of 81rnn oortax HE and. illumination and re~tion force 
wa.s eq:>loyed, resulting in 1 VC m. 

07 Mar 69 0745fI c t:'.n 1.0 District HendCf-lariers received 3 sniper rounds from 
the villAge to the north. \ sniper tean "l'II'1S un~ble to observe . 
~m~~. I 

1600H In the area of 'YD089592, a truck from ~B 58 wile return­
ing fron the rock qu,'3.!'ry hit a. !:line and observed 2 indigenrus 
peroons we~·"tring bl~ k trousers and blue shirt 9 witloJ. red armbMds 
and running to,.,p;r1. a villpge Fit Y0065570. The area was cheeked 
by Co I with J?Gg'ativG ro FlU It s. 

1630H In the aroa of -~~ )h~ 11, I'l. patrol of Co K discovered P.. hut 
that could house 2-3 :ner-::o~:;1el . .,.,nd 12 bunkers. The area Wl'\S in 
poor cqndition, bIt loo1.ced to have been 1.1se1. recently •. nso 
found was 1 RPG rrunc~ ann 2 ."701;7 npgazines. . 

1130H In the I'trea of 'YD12351-', dements of Co K Observed five 
personnel moving north, one "".:~ ~..ruen. They,.,eft tllken under 

1 
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rh-e 4,nd the eneny flett sruthwest. 1.n artillery m.aBion WM 

called on the o~l.{)e route a.nd the p.rea was soarched with 
negative :re~lts. ;',~ 

oa Mar 69 18300 In the n.rea of YD1~;rBI elements of Co K received 
sniper tire. fill artillerY' mesion WA.S cnl1ed on the Slspeeted 
ener.\y position. i,'-'ill check out the area at first light. 

09 MR,r 69 08000 In the are~. of YD1255'53, a p!\trol of Co K searched wt 
the Al'ea. from lobich they received sniper fire. Blood trails 
were found at 'YD125552. . 

083QH In the area of YD129516, a patrol of Co K executed a 
dftylight a.r:tbush after observing 15 'tN.~a The ambush opened 
fire and then obselVed another 15 NV.A. :l1"tillery and 81r.n 
mortAl' msSions were oallen •• \ platoon of Co K and 2 tanks 
went to reinfoI'Ce the anbueh. They linked up end then exploited 
the contat:t. The enemy broke oontact a.nd fled southwest. A 
search of the a.rearesulted in 21 NIT!. KIA, n AK47's, ~71f1A 
packs, 40 Chicom grenades, 5 E-tools, oooking utensils, and 
., ma.ehettes. 

10 Ma;t' 69 No signific ant ev ent s. 

11 MIU" 69 1520H In the .area of YD1375ro, a patrol .of Co K detonated a 

booby trEIPped 82tnr1 rnor.tar round. Searched the area for nore 
booby trAPs with negative results. 

1525H In the e..t'ea,of YDn61j 19, a patrol of Co K ,obser/ed one 
NV I. I\lld openen fire resulting in 1 :NV], RIll, 1 ~K47 with ~ 
nagazines, anc1. 2 Chicom grenanes. 

12 Mar 69 0715H In the area of YD04.'568, elements ot Co L while on R 
roa.n s,,,eep mde poir.rt cont~t with an unknown sized NV five 
foroe. The patrol receiv'ed 2 RPG rounds an.:! a command det­
on~t ad mine. Fire was returned and an 81m mortar mi.esion 
called with unknown results. . 

08400 In the area of YD133532, a patrol of Co K fou.rul 3 bopby 
. tr~s. Destroyed them in plACe. 

1100H In the area of YJX)5 2)65, the road sweep missed It m.ine 
a.M the security V (;,·.!.icle c1etollQ.tell the rdne. The shr~ne1 
shuok 4 oiviliq.tl:;; i'/p.lkir't; along the road, killing 1. 

11200 In the &ee,of T'i1 ~551~., a pl".trol of Co K tiieo (1Vered 2 
bunkers. The first bunF.er llf\.n oooking utensils, th>1 se.9ond 
had 3 RPG rrun1s. Several trails were found, two were u~d 
in the last 3-4 dny-s. The ~lnkers were c1estroyee\. 

1430H In the area of Y00525<S, a tank hit a mine in the saJ!lef 

2 
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• • areA. lobere the road sweep security vehicle struck a mine. The 
roa.d. had been swept a.nd the rOAr! ,.rp..s open to trl'\.ffic I\t about 
the tine the t,q,nk struek the ,min~. ',,' . . ",' 

14i"r5H In the axel'!. of YD1'33578, a.,patrol of Co K frond 1 'RPG2 
and 2 RPG1 rounds. FUrther se~h of.' the areI'), resulted in 1 
bloody NT 1. helmet. 

13 Mar 69 0200Hln the R,X'ea of YIX)37561, eleoonts of Co L obsel'lTed ~-5 
VC on the road. They li>peare Cl. to be laYing wire from the road. 
Swept the A,'l'ea with negative results. 

10~ In the 'a.ren of YTJn85~!1-, a pntrol of Co j{ frond A. 

daisy chain consisting of 2O.T'l of detonation cord and 4 blast­
ting caps1et along side of' a fresh trail. 

1'''', , 
1 }~(}I In the arel'. of YD063594, a patroi' of Co' I. disoovered 9 
bunkers 3-5 Clonths old containing ,21 S2cm mortar rounds, 3 
oans of increments, and boosters. The bunker 'had not been 
used recently. The bunkers were destroyed., 

14 l-hr 69 0815H In the a.t:e a of YD093518, jelel!le'ilt s otO.o K observed 2 
.Popular Forces personnel step on' amine. The; area was check­
ed with negative relJllts. 

1025H In the area of Y0074594~ I'l, tAllk naved into A.. daY pos­
ition and struck .1, mine. The area had not been swept. 

, 15 Mar 69 13000 In the area of YD071612, eleoents of Co I observed ~ 
IN!. hiding behinc1. a. rock. They were t~n under st:1Sl1 arms, 
artillery, and tank fire. The enemy was flushed rut from. 
behind. the rocks with grenades. L search of the area. uncovered. 
3 NY! k;i.l1ed by smp.ll arne, 1 by artillery, 4 mnkers about 
3 weeks old, 1 nssshall , 2 jI~7's, 2 SKS's, 1 RP~7 l~ncher 
and 3 rOOMS, 10 Chicom·grenades, 11 Nl.A packs, and documents. 

16 M<U' 69 0915H In the area. of YD05761O, eler.lSn~s of Co t' on patrol with 
tenks received 2 RPG rounds. The rruhds were shJ>rt. Fire WRS 

returned and the area checked rut with nega.tive results • 

. 1015H In the a,reP. of Y005 2627, elenents of Co + received 10-12 
rounds of 82l'l!n I!lOrtar fire. The fire was returned by tanks and 
artillery. Thet.<l,.l')ks rla\~e '('<. direct hit on one of the Dorlars. 

1050H In the a.ree. ,01 YD079511, a. huck from 1st Bn, 9th Marines 
hit a nine. The. roR0, "ias reswept with negative results. 

14300 In the area of Y0096537 , ~ 'truck driver from 3d ~ Bn 
reported that while crossing fl. bri.rlge trl'tveling south he 
received 3 rounds of snine!' .&'~ ~e , ,all missing the true Ie. 
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17 Mar 69 1650H In the ~ea of Yro62570, a truok driver reported that 

he received probable 600l!l mortar rounds frol!l the no~hwe$t. 
One hit his truck and one bit an !J:MY txuck. 

18 Ma;t' 69 0835H In the area. of YTl108577, the rond sweep tea." frund 1 
AT cine and 2 fake mines l:wle out of C-ration cans and saJd 
bags. ",11 were blown in plp..ce. 

19 Mar 69 nOaH In the area of YD054577 I elenents of Co I observed 
82mm mrtar rounds iIrpaoting on the road. Movel!lent WAS 

observed and artillery, tanks, and fixed w~ were called in 
with unknown results. ". 

20 Max- 69 n25H In the area of YD094613. a pa.trol of Co I d1SOO'1erod 
3 RPG rounds with boostera amd unservioable 782 geA:C. J~ll 
were destroyed. 

17151I In the area of YD055614.elements of Co I obsezved 10 
tWA lIlOV'ing east. Ca.lled in artillery with lUikn~ results. 

2' M<!.r 69 0630H In the area of Y009306~, cleoonts of Co I receive~ 
8-10 rooMS of 82m mortar. Fired artillery on the suspected 
position with unknown results. 

0900H .In the area of YD086615, a tank with Co I struck a 
mine and had to be retrieveo.. 

1024H In the area of Y0093618, e. personnel ca,rrier (USJ\) 

struck an bT mine aJl~ was !'lestroyed. 

11400 In the area of YD066602, Co I reoeived 5 rounds of 
82r:ml mortar fire. Calleri in rimo. wing and artillery with 
unknown results. 

153m In the area of YD061614, eletlents of Co I obS9:rved 
7-10 NIl lIVe. They were taken under fire with tanks anit 
mortars, reenlting in 3 NV A KIA. 

1530H In the area of YD072615, a Patrol of Co I discovered 
2'5 bunkers ovemeaded with dirt and logs. They were about 
3-4 weeks old anr1 contained 1 BPG rrund, 22 60m rounds, 1 
poncho, 1 plastic sheet ~ 3 Eo.tools, 1 pick, 1 SftW, 1 water 
oan, 3 rioe bOi~ls, and ; Oi~olUng pots. 1.11 gear was turned 
in to S-2 and the bunkers rl80Thrgyei l". 

11HCII In the are!'!. of YI'')626.2-i, All \0 reporte~ a bunker 
co~lex to be search')!i out qt Po later date. 

15400 In the area of YD066613 J eleoonts of Co I observed 
7-10 NIl A. CallarI in fixe"!. "-:_:1ft, ~i11ery, ann I!1Orta'l's. 
CJearched area and frond 3 l'f."., .. ~ f .. , 1 SKS, 1 ~Kl1.1 t 1 light 

.. t~ 4 """..-. 
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It; t 1 Ch io on gre!12.de, 110 ~K4 7 rcunds, 30 60mm mort a:r 
fuses, 1 RPG round, 3 helmets, pots eJld p~s, AAr1 vArious 
documents that were turned in to the 8-2. 

1945H In the ~.re a of YD6666n6, Co I ( ... ) receiver! 8 rounds 
of 821D oortar fire anil. 9. pIp-toon of Co I a.t YD07'5622 
received 18 rounds of 82!JIl oorta:r fire. Cou.nI;cr oort1lr 
fire W!18 used on the su&'Pecten. positions with unknown 
results. 

22 Mar 69 No significant events. 

23 Mar 69 15301I In the area. of XD843454, eler.lents of Co K received 1 
S2mm mortar round and a.t XD8.16455 reoeived 8-10 rounrls of 
snaIl arms fire. Fire WaS returned with unknown results. 

24 Mar 69 0500H In the area of XD845·t5.:j., eleoonts of Co K repulserl a 
ground probe mile receiving small a.I'T'!lS tire. Trip fla.res 
were set off. Fire 1.,as returned· with unknown results. 

25 Mar 69 No significant events. 

26 Mar 69 No significant events. 

27 Mar 69 No significant events. 

28 Mar 69 03HE In the area of XD845454, eleroonts of Co K received 2 
rOllm.s of 6ol!l!1 r.lortar fire. Both larideC'_ outsitie the periI!leter. 

29 Mar 69 !Io signific ant events. 

30 ~ 69 lio signifioant events. 

31 Mar 69 No significant events. 
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nath.Eon Cperation Cr:'1er 1-69 

Cop yL of'Jlc op ie ,8 

~d "P n , 3t"Marines 
C~ 10, RV~~ 

05 110m lo1ar 69 

Ref: (a) r:~: VN, 1:50,000, ':;eries L1014,ilieets fi342 III, 62A2 II, 
6 "3.1 1 rr, and 6241 I. 

(b) 30. I·llU'ines Oper.,t ion Plan 2-69 

Task Orgliinization: Annex A (Task Crg~ization) 

1. SITT!A:'ION 

a,. Snemy Porces A signific&nt buildup of iff.A vehicle tr,",fic, 
artillery and rocket positions, an1 storage complexes has been 
d·?t,~cter'l a.long Rou~e 926 rew: the Laotlan border. In~ication3 
are that this rOAd is being used to mOVe men anc. material from 
Laos staging areas for support of att~ks on Vandergrift Combat 
Base, llo'.lte 9, and friendly elements oper3ting in the southwest­
ern portion of I Corps. If'TA infantry units can be expected to be 
provia.in.:; secu:cHy for this ICC. ~To 3;)ecific units have been 
i r1,entified. I'erio:lic E'TSU:',3 will 3'.lp})lement current intelligence. 
3ee Anrex 1 of re£'21.'e'1Ce (11). 

b. F,..ie n-1ly For::: e s 

(1) 7,'" }~.rines (-), as An element of 'rask "orce Hotel, conducts 
a heliborne aS3ualt aff Q sep;r~'1 :m'~ destroy operation to 
inter-Hc t Route (\ 25. 

(2) Jirtiller'i 1/12 (-) provHes TJ/S fires for 3d Marines from 
n ,""",, " ,;) s. 

('>;) Air TTeliconter assu·"lt, g-unshi:;s an-I me-'e'TQP support, and 

.fixed wing 01\3 l<.nd AO' s will be proviz'!.ed bf 1 st HA; aircraft. 

c. .AttaChf'lents iJlld ::)et§;chments 

At "~--~our on ~I-Tjay -z,/~ ('1ein) conflucts a heliborne R3SUlllt to establish 
til ?~ ;;m'l to conr1 uct 33arch and ~e3troy operations to inter(lict Route 
q2f an1. to JOC?te ~n-'1'lest,ro:,- enemy forces, fortifications, all-'t supply 
c 1.chc:'] in t'l? o"J~2ctive ~e~_. 

a. C or..ccpt 0'" Cp.3r"t ion ':20 1:-,e pfls::;e:l 1'Jparately by fr~g order. 3ee 
.;~nez TJ (Vp-::?l.'~tion (},,=r12Y;' ---.. 
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b. Coordinating Instructions 

(1) D-:') .. y tmd ":-TIour to be annoumed. 

(2) TTnits will h~ve at least ext2rnal L:;' s. 

(3) Current thruc:t points an~ brevity codes must be used. See 
Annex '1 (Operation Overlay). 

(4) ExperU t e spot reports. 

e 5) Objective s an"! aclnitional missions may be assigned by fr8g 
order • 

(6) Fires ar'e cleared into Laos. 

(7) Code n~e: Op.3ration "Maine Crag". 

4. AIlMI~::r~:tATIO~J & LOGrSI'rC s 

a. Supply Units c~rry normal combat equipment. 

(1) A~S1:ult 10a,'l3 - Class I: 6 WP's, 2 DOS loCI, halazone tablets 
C lass V: B/ A plus 2 DOA 

(2) Resupp ly to be at CJl;e~ at VCB. 

(3) Current plan<l call for no routine resupply during first 4 
ti.ays of opere,tion. 

b. Evacuation }~e~_ev~ helicopters using normal procedures will 
conduct evacuations. 

a. Current ')OP's, :;or, shackle Sleets, an~ brevity codes win be u .. d. 

b. Cipher c.pability ;,ill be m~ntaine~ by the CPo 

c. Companies will not t."ke IC292 antennas. 

1. Radio operators will maintain 2 spare batteries. 

e. ReportlOsition:'l of moving element" e~h ! hour and make situation 
report 3 e~h t 1:1our during hours of darkness. 

f. OF' a 

(1) 3d r1arines to be annoumed. 
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Annex A (Task Organization) to Operation Order 1-69 

(All attlilChments e:ffeotive on order) 

3d. Bn, 3d Marines CP Group 'A' 

Interpeter, Hq Bn 

Co I Capt TROl'T 

1CS, 3cl MAP 
Det, " Plt, Co B, 3d Eng 
~t, HS'r, ~ gp Bn 
Det, Scout/Sniper PIt, Hq Co, 3d Marines 
Sect, 81'I11III Mortar PIt 

C 0 K Capt GOODWIlf 

JI'] s, 3d MAF 
Det, 3d PIt, CoB, 3d Eng 
Det, HS'r, 3d SP Bn 
Det, Soout/3niper PIt, Hq Co, 3d PIarines 

CoL 1stLt P .&RlZYNSII 

IDS, 3d MAF 
Det, 3d PIt, CoB, 3d Eng 
Det, Hm', 3d -SF Bn 
Det, So out/Sniper PIt, Hq Co, 3d Marines 

Co M. Capt RIIEY 

ReS, 3d MAF 
Det, 3d PIt, Co 13, 3d Eng 
Det, HST, 3d SF Bn 
Det, Scout/Sniper PIt, Hq Co, 3d Marines 

Co F, 2/3 C&,pt RIlBY 

Det, 3d PIt, CoB, 3d Eng 
Det, HST, 3d SP Bn 
Det, So out/Sniper P It, H q Co, 3d Marine s 
2 Sect r 81m Mort at' PIt 

• - TentJative; may remain ClPCON to 1 at Brigade, 5th Meoh niv, US! 
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By Comland of Lieutenant Colonel R C S'mULZE 

OI'J'ICIAL 

C E DAVIS 
Ma.1 or, U S M~ine C orp s 

5-3 

Major, S Marine COl.p8 

Ex utive Officer 
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