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b. M}' l~barkf~tion. F'l~om 7 March through 12 March BW\ 1/} conducted 
an a:il' movemont froIn Naha Air Base, Okinawa. 11 I, to Da Nang RVN. Seven\'y 
six JW-1}O'E oarried BIi.1' 1/?J Jess the tank platoon and Bomo low-pr'lority 
veh1oJes. ~\he sea eohelon folloued several days a.fter bringing the tank 
platoon, the low pri.ority veh:loles and Class 1, IV and V suppl ies to supple­
JTlont tho 8.:I..r mount out blooks. 

o. As tho s:ltuatiol1 devolopod, and as uni ·i.e of..,he BIII' arrived :in ])a Nall{~ 
the c)!.(lcution of 13LT 1/" a asrdgned mission involved an inoremental oxparasion 
of the De Nang porimeter to the rear of the RVN RerJonal FOl'ces disposed around 
the a:b~field. 

By 11 Ma~'oh, Bur 1/3, w:lth the exoeption of the seatEd!, W8.£: in tho objecMvB 
area, and all preparations oompleted fOl' the relief of the RVN Foroes. 

In view of the tv70 part raj.ss:l.on of the 13W'; to defend against (1) infil­
tration, ana (?) attack b~' units ranging from squad to battalion size, couplod 
w;ith the extremely large acetol' of defense aSfligned it was ncoeesal-y for th~ 
BJ,T to be oapallle of meet:il'lt~ attacks :in any strength from any direct:ion, with­
out fl'agment:ing unit im.egrity or losing deplih in the defense. 

~IO this end an cxtBns:lve system of listening posts forward of tho company 
defensi vo areas was employed, supported b.Y a strong reaction foroe capable 
of asnurnine any of four counterattaok pInna to any sec ,-or of the defense where 
penetration m:ight occur. 

Hestl'iotione plaoed upon 9~h M~!B, d:l.salJo\-ling operat:iona 'beyond the con~ 
f~.ncfi of the ai.l'field, prosentcd sJlgnifioant problems in tho exoout:ion of tho 
}:\]}J" s rnisnion. Without l;he use of listening posts and r, :connaiosanoo patrols 
outside the perimBtor, tho EIJr had no effeot:lve wal'n:ing system, and was thus 
denied the aMUty \;0 defend against a mortar/artillery attaok. In ftdd:ition 
the restl':i cti.on of pa:trol S \'0 the oonf)nes of tho airfield hRd severa) limi t­
ationB, "ho mO$d· serious being thei.): subjection to enenw Ob9~l:'Va.tion and f:ire. 
'l'he use of patrols undor these oiroumstances, negated any advantagos derived 
therefl'om, and so \lero di.F.:cont:i.nued on the perimeter. 

~'rle d:iffioulty in identifyine; and controlline Vietnamese persollMl posed 
a scriou~; probloDl to Jnora1e and effioiency in seourity JlIOaSUT'os, in that there 
WHS unc€l'taJnty and confusion in tho minds of the troops l'egardil1(~ the pro~ 
cecluro to follml' when confronted with the Vietnamese, Eind the disposition of 
same. A warning procla.mation was rocQl(lJllondod bN the B}}L' informint; "he local 
POPU1MC to etay olear of tho perimeter fenoe. In addi tlon. a clearly def:ined 
procedure for ohaHeng:i.ll[,; was disseminated throughout the 1ml', w) th ohookpos'(;[l 
MtabJ:ishcd at stl'ategjo points. 

'J.1BnnA.JN AN]) \'IBA,lJEH --,-,._ ....... _,--_ .... ' .. _-
a. ~'hroueh olose lia:ison ",ith the 3d NarDiv map office, the full plann~np': 

allowance of tho lllost recent map covera,ee had beon ma:intained prior to deploy­
ment. At the t:illtC of cornrnhment \.0 ))e. Nang, t;his conuna.nd had an adequate 
suppJ y e,f Etpp:r'o}Jrin1io maps on hand. 
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b. Weather has !lrosun'tec1 no E.erioue obstacle. Although heat and hUf.uidt.y 
aro higher i.han on Ok:l.nawa. during tId.s time of year, personnel adjuB1icc1 
r'e.pidly. 'l'Cl'l'll.:i n vii tldn the perimeter preselllis no problem in our pro sent 
s:itl.lat:ion, as the area j.s both flat and reasonabJ.y dry. SOlne clense fo:iJage 
a) ont: the porimeter, grcJIoJ:inp; thoughoU'iit.he barbed wire btU.':r1M.des hfLS beon 
bUl'Ded out b;v fla.medll'o\'IOI'O, allowing botter obaol'Vation. 

o. Surround:i.J1c; ft))pr'oxlmately 4Cf;i~ of 1.he porimeter are wooded areas, fal'll10X'fl 
houses, and RVN dependent housine;, whioh severely l'M1iric'" obseJ"vll"ion and 
f:lelds of f:lre. 

'l'HA J'NING OONDUO'lIED ---.. --~.-.-.-~ 
a. 'l'he t:r'ain~_ng conducted by the BVlI was oI'l.eni.ed usingral j avaHabIe 

rnedia,\,oward ",he maintenance of an offensive spirh, while aSHuming a. defens:i.ve 
role. 'l'hou{,.'h no", fOl'Jnal in nature, this uraini'O{I; by aU companies :inoluded 
helioop ... er indoou':inal"ion and applioation, tank-infatl\,l'Y' inl"lt.rtloviou anCi ooor­
d:inau0d \'1'o.:i.n:ln[;, and do\, oontrol tl'ai.nine. 

1). In OO)1juction with the BLTts mission of defending tho Da NaIl[?: air-fiold 
perjmetol', training in oamouflage, improvement of positions, planning and 
exeoution of counter attack plans, and the oonstruction of bunkers, was schedulCld 
Elnd conducted 'by all compardes. 

o. Th~ flame seotion of H&S CODlparlY conducted training by burning areas 
of heE.lvy foBage forwa.rd of company poeitions, thus providing groater- visibility 
mid fields of firo, while achieving significEllit payoho]og'ical effects. 

d. 'Jlhe overe.ll train:ing objeotive was to mainta:in a cont:i_nuous state of 
read:inOS8 over an extended period of time in a defensive postUl'e, wjthout 
MOl'ificine the offensive attitude and ability to respond at any JItOlfl€lnt. 

5. illRflLE AND DlSOIPIJlNf: 

(1) No signifioant nloralc problems have been enoo\mtel~ecl and the 
I!lor-ale of tho BLT romainE': high. 

(2) A regvlar postal schedule has been established and no major 
diffioul ties h~ve boen eno()untOl'od with the mail. 

(3) A positivo Special Servioes progl'am has bOBn initiated ... r:ithin 
the llH.P which has i.nMrpo1'aied such featul'es as I1x>vies, :inter···oont}Jany softball 
games, and organ:i 7.eo bee.oh parties and fishing tr:ips. Barber and laundry 
facil:i ties have also beerl cstabHshed ... ,ithin tho a.r-ea .• 
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PAR'!' II 

NARRATIV}; SUMMARY 

1 • MISSION ASSlPNEll 

a. On 20 February 1965 BW' 1/~ was aotivated fOI' planning as Number 2 
air lift in 3d MarDiv contingellOy alignment. In ordaJ.' to onhanoe the Bl1.l" 6 
££b111 ty to l'ospond rapidly in support of the var:l.ous 3d MarDiv oontingenoy 
plans, Staff plannine; oommenoed immediately. A series of visits and confer­
ences with G-~, III NEF, and G-;, 3d MarDiv, made available to the BIn' Staff 
aJ 1 oOlltill8ency plal'lS, m~ps and relatod baokground matters. 

b. On 2) February the :AWl Oommander reoeived a briefing frow the Division 
G-.} that indioated a land ins: at Da Nang RVN was imminent and llllr 1/3 was 
tentatively soheduled to be airlifted to the o~o~lve area. for defense of 
the airfield. 

o. 9th MI:<}D Staff conducted A map exeroise of 9th Ml<!l3 Opel'ation Plan 37D 
at Camp Ballge, Okinawa 011 2 March 1965. At this time BLT 1/} was ~esigrled as 
the BLT to defend the 1>a Nang Airfield perimeter when 9th M[':B Opera'liioll Plan 
} 7D war.; implemontod. 

d. On 7 Naroh BLT 1/3 was ordered to mon by air to Da. Nang RVN :in 8,ocol"d­
anoe with 3d MarDjv Operation l'lan 201 .. 6}. On arri.val to Da Nang RVN the BLT 
Commander reoeived Hie mission of defena.i.Dg ·"he a:ll"'fit!ld pedmellel'. 

2. OPEMrUON PARl'ICIPNi'ION _.- ------
a. BVl' 1/~ was task organized for air movement as follOWS: 

1st Bn, ~d. Mar (-)* 
Det, Hdqs l3n 
Det, 3d Dental Co 
Btry A (Rein), 12th l-1ar 

1st. PH !Reinj' Co 11, 3d AT Bn 
1st PIt Rein, Co A, 3d TK Bn 
tNT PIt Rein, H&S Co, 1 at AaTl.'ac 13n 
1 st Plt lte:i.n t 00 A, 3d l'~ng'r Bn. 

,Det, 0011 PH, Co A, ,d Med Bn 
, Det, ~d Serv' Bn 
,1 at P1 t, Co At 3d Ml' :An 
,·1st PJ. t, Co D, 3d Recon En 

* Dej,a.ohed as of 22 Jan 65 for duty ae Seourity Detaohment, Narino Unit Viet Nam 
Company D (Rein), 1st Bn, 3d Mar. 

" '" ., . ., 1"·1 r )'I'i'l s· 
[l(l ·.'It\I"" , ')' [) I.·, " . "I, I'.' I, •• 'I 

\' \' l ~ ~i J \ ,",' ' I, " I 

lJrCli,~;:';ili:.i) i'.)id~ J/ lli\IIS 
'-.,. [)On Dill ~1/OO.1U __ 

n-1 ENCJ.oStJID~ (1) 
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(4) Mbel'ty is beine granted to ten percent of the command daily. 

(5) Pay 08,11 has been schedul ed twice monthly and every offoJ"t is 
made to improve the messing facilities and living quartero. 

1.. Discipl inc 

(1) Thero arc! no rna,jor d:i.scipli.nary problems. 

(2) Bloven Marines have been awarded non-judicial punishment by the 
BL~' Cornnlal'ldcn::', four Mar'ines have been awarded. tr:ial by a Hllmlllfll'y Oourt, and 
one ~a1'ine has been awarded trial by a Speoial Court d.uring the period the 
:BI,T has bee11 l.n Viet NaIll. 

(3) The comparatively smfdl number of offenses cornmi tted by members 
of thi.s Bllr are attributable to unit leaders efforts in 9xerc:ising initative 
and imaginat1.on to keop their men gainfully occupied and to improve living 
and recreational faci1:i.ties. 

11-4 
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PART III 

~ULll3 CHRONOLroICALNARATlVE 

25 Feb 65 

Commanding Officer BLT 1/3 and 8-3 Officer received initial briefing at 
Division Oommand Post, on execution of 9th MEB Operation Plan 370. 

~6 Feb 6~ through 1 Mar 6~ 

Although BLT 1/3 not a8'8igned. to nUllber one air, preparations were 
made for rapid air JIlOvement, in accordance with 3d HarDlv Air Embarkation 
Plan 201-6'T. 

}. Mar 62, 

Received 9th MF'J3 Operation Plan 370. Analytic study made by' BI,T 1/3 
l~eoutive and Special Staff Officers. 

Map study of 9th MEB Operation Plan 370 was made at 9th :Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade Headquarters. Problems, in conjunction With 9th NEB Operation Plan 
370, were resolved. 

'3 Mar 65 through 6 Mar 65 

Continued planning for Air/Sea movement in conjunction 'With 9th MEB 
Operation Plan 370. 

1 Mar 6; 

BLT 1/3 duty Officer, received alert from division Command Center 
that BLT 1/3 was on a four (4) hour air alert status. Executive Officer and 
8 .. 3 Officer were notified. 8-3, in telephone conversa.tion with 0-3, was 
ordered to bring BLT 1/3 to four hour alert status to execute 9th M~ 
Operation Plan 37D; first chalk scheduled to arrive at MCAF, Futema, Okinawa 
at 0720001 Mar 6;. At 13301, the Executive Office)' was infonn~d by"the 
Commanding General to set an eight (S) hour alert status. At 16001, 0..3 
informed BLT 1/3 that the first 16 chalks scheduled to depart Camp Sohwab . 
at 0720001" Mar 65. Telephone conversation between COJlllland1ng Off:5cer BLT 1/3, 
and Division Embarkation Officer confirmed the BLT would use 76 chalks in liea 
of 81 chalk6. At lS301, cha.lks 1 through 16 were mustered. At 19001 BLT 
1/3 Operation ~er 37-65,waa issued to BLT 1/3. At 21301, chalks 1 through 
6 departed from Camp Schwab and arrived at MCAF, Futema at 12301. Integra.Uon 
of supplies into chalks commenced on arriva.1. . 

IlI-l 
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Reoeived orders at 01301 from Division Embarkation Offioer, to move ohalks 
1 through 6 to AFB, N~, Old.nawa. Arrived Balla at 0'401, and reported to 
airoraft loading pointe. Chalks were given a , hour standdown. At 07~1, 
ohalks 1, 2, and ~ tQok off for Da Nang, Viet Nam. Ohalk 1 reoeived small 
arms fire on l8ndindr~, Between the hours 12~OH and 1830H, ohalks 1 through 
13 arri.vecl at Da Nang, INN. Orders reoeived, at 1300H, tor BI1P 1/!> to 
assume defensive pos:Ltions: at the southern end of airstrip. BLT 1/"} COJllIlland 
Post established at 009742. At 1i400H issued BLT 1/~ Frag Order Number 1. 
Oommanding Offioer Blfl1 1/3 and 8 .. , Officer attended briefing by I Corps SenioI' 
Advisor for Da Nang Speoial seotor, at 2oo0H. 

Bl'iefing held, at 08;OH, b.Y I Corps representatives of the Da Nang 
Speoial seotor. At 10;OH, co BI/I' 1/" attended briefing at Command !'ost 
of BLT 3/9. S-3 Offioer attended 9th NEB Oommanding General's oonfex'eno9, 
to oonfirm boundries for perimeter defen8e~ S-3 ooordinated with B~ 
;/9 to determine seotors;of responsibility, and met with I Corps representative 
to discuss 9th MEBts plan for base defense. Company "D" reverted to 
operational control of BIll' 1/3, COmpany "Cltl assigned defense of southern 
portion of air base, OompEUV tlB" reserve • 

.1,0 »n' 65 

Chalks 14 through ~8 arrived this date. COmmanding General, 9th NEB, 
aaei.gnod base defense responsibil1ty to BIJl' 1/3.. COmpany tiL", BLT }/9 and 
~d PIt, Co B, ~d TK :en under operational control of BlJI' 1/3. At 1100H issued 
BLT 1/3 Frag Order number 2. BLT 1/3 a.asigned as followsl Company "0" 
southeast portion of porimeter, Comparq- uB" soutpest portion of peri.meter, 
Company "A" relieved Company tiL" north pOrtion of perimeter, COmpany "D" 
responsible defense 9th MEB HQ's and M:trine Oompound, Company "L'\ reserve, 
assuming oounterattaok mission, A Battery in general support. H&S Company 
formed ~ platoons for blooking positions vioinity 008758. Light seoti.on 
of tanks attaohed to Company "A" for defener.e. Heavy seotion tanks attaohed 
to Company ilL" for oounterattaok BUPP01·t~ Company "B" reported reoei.v1ne; 2 
sInall arms rounds. 

!.I l>tU' 65 

Ohalks';9 through 45, 48 -.;hrough 56, and 59 thr0u8'h 62' arrived this 
date. Liaison was made with I Corps representative for relieving Regional 
r'orocs INN of their seouri ty duties. The Oommand Post displaoed to 0027 48~ 
Reoeived 9th MEB Defense Order 3/JEMtabvb, 11 ~ 65 (seoret). Planning 
oonuuel'loed 011 minefield \>arriel' plan. An Aerial reoonnaissanoe was made by the 
Commanding Orfioer BI1l' 1/3 and S-~ Offioer of the De. Nang area. There was a 
report of ~ traoer rounds being fired at a landi'ng airoraft, at 2130H, without 
damage. 

III-2: 
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All chalkl;J of BLT 1/3 have J.anded as of this date. The USS Terrell 
.' _Qounty (IST 1157) departed from Ora Wan Beach, OHnawa with ltseatalllt of 
':SLT 1/3. Constant patrolling was instituted, scheduled at irr~~r' intervals. 

Continued tmprovement of defensive positions, and patrol routes, has 
resUlted in better fields of_.f~re, and more sec"1!!"el patrol routes. In 
accordance with 00, 9th MEB messages ll0532Z Mar and 121446z Mar, the following 
units were detached this date: 

Btry ItAIt, 1st En, 12 Marines 

1st Plat, Co D, 3d Recon Bn 

1st Plat, 00- A, 3d :MT Bn 

Det, 00 Btry, 12th Marines (CMRj' .. -

De~, ~ Bn, 3d MarDiv 

Det, 3d Dental Co 
" 

Det.. 3d S~rv En 

Det, Coll Plat, Co A, 3d ],00 En 

1st Plat, Co A, 3d Engr"Bn' 
i'_l' - ... .-

. The 3d platoon" Company B, 3d'Tank Battalion was att~_ch.ed this date. 
RUles of engagement were resolved by t CorPs and 9th MEB'. Marines are not 
t.o f;ireat:persons beyond fence. Suspicious persons" are to be reported to 
:~he Marine Liaison Officer at tn~ Joint Defense .Coordination Center. Fire 
to be returned only when attacked. 
1 

13 Mar 62 

At O$OOH, the battalion ms informed the AtWN"troops had not vacated their 
"1)bsitions as scheduled. In coordinationwitp. I.Corps representative, a new 
time d~e 1I'a.~L established as 131300H. At 1200H, all Oompanies moved 
into former .ARVN positions, except Compan,. B. A section of 106rnm recoilless' 
rifles were attached t9 Companies A, B and C. Work waf'! continued _on the 
Minefield Barr~er Plan. Companies commenced work on :l.mproving positions and 
clearing ~~ids of fire. 

1414ar 65 

Company B completed move into former ARVN positions at OSCOR. 
Positions were consolidated int() mutually supporting defen.se plan. A 
:recoIlDllenciation was made to r Corps for removal, or relocation of lightS' 
illUlllina.ting positions. Small arms ~lre 'Was reported being received 

II:r":3· 
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by Companies· !i, B, and C. ARVN forces., coordinating with the Marine Liaison. 
Officer, dispatched an ARVN pa~rol to investigate areas fraawhich small 
arms fire was received. No casualties or damage was caused bY'the :fire. The 
battalion continued to improve its defensive positions. 

15 Mar 65 

The battalion estab~ished a motorized patro~ to provide a fast moving. 
striking element, and to provide a link between listening posts. Patrol 
consists of four men with normal arms, one M-422 w:ith a mounted M-60 
$chine gun. The battalion continued to improve its defensive positions. 
A Viet Namese., carrying two helicopter type rockets in a bag., was apprehended 
by a Marine in Company B. The man was turned over to the 6th Reg:iment ARVN 
for interrogation. Company A reported receiving one small arms round at 
1345H with no damage. 

16 Mar 62 

In order to offer ma:xi.m.unt protection against infilt.ration, repositioning 
of' Marinesfrom. block house type positions to two man emplacements and listen­
ing posts was accomplishe<i. Coordination was made with I Corps representative 
to have selected. lights around the defensive perimeter extinguished. The 
USS Terrell County (1ST US7) arrived this date with "seataUtt of' BLT 1/3. 
Companies A, B, and C made reports of sporadic fire, throughout the day, 
without casualties or damage. Company B reported approximately 25 mortar 
rounds landed in an area one mile from their positions. Company A reported 
observing two indigenous men carr,r.tns carbines, and the construction of 
six fox holes adjacent to their positions. 9th MEB'informed of all en~ 
activitY4> 

, - • < t.!. - :'.,~ :-'-
.. Three rehearsal~ were held for counterattack plan "Sa.llyu. Commanding 

q~neral of 9th MEJ3 observed final rehearsal.. One Marine was evacuated from 
wounds received by the accidentai detonation of a land'mine.. Company ItCit·' 
reported they received three rounds of small arms fire, without casualties 
.or damage. Radar team. (TIPS-21) reported spora.dic movement of indigenous 
personnel beyond the tactical wire. Work was continued on defensive 
positions. -

1S Mar 65 
., . .4 . ...,.~ ,'~ 

Commanding General., 3d Marine Division, visited the BLT dornmand Post . 
and Company ItAu. TheUSSWestchester County (IST 1167) departed White Beach, 
Okinawa, this date, with the sea echelon of BLT 1/3. Companies !tAli and nCtt 
reported receiving sporadic small arms £ire, without casualties or damage .. 

illJ, 
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. Radar team. (TIPS-21) reported detecting occassional movement by indigenous 
personnel beyond the tactical wire. OOllPany liD" defensive dispositions 

. in the HQfe 9th MEa a~ea were altered.. Work continued on i¥J,proving positions. 

19 Mar 62 

The Oommanding Officer attended a conference by the Commanding General, 
9th NEB. Rehearsals were held for counterattack plan "Wanda". Battalion 
continued work on defensive positions and fields of fire. Ccapany itA" 

J .. 

1iIF--- reported observing small al'.ll.S fire appro:x:Lmately 300 B.eters from their 
position. Radar teaa (TIPS-21) reponed. the detection of personnel beyond 
the tactical wire. . 

20 Mar 65 

Co~ducted rehearsals for counterattadk plan ItNan~U. The radar.terua 
(TIPS-21) reported slight personnel movement beyond the tactical wire. 
Oompany- UAIf reported that two unknown .en attempted to cross their tactical 
wire, but retreated when a flare was thrown in their direction. Compames 
"Blt.t "C" and uDIt reported. sporadic SlIall arms firing in the vicinity of their 
positions without casualties or daJIage. The battalion continued :baprovem.ent 
of its positions. Forwarded a recommendation for the Bronze Star Medal 
concerning actions of a Marine from COlI.pany 11011 in rescuing a wounded 

~~~-Marine within a llinefiel.d. 

21 Mar 65 

The 5-3 Officer llB.de an area reconnaissance in connection with 9th 
M.EB Erag Ord.er 9-65. The radar teaw. (TJ:P&-21) reported slight movement 
of personnel beyond the tactical wire. Oc.panytlA" repartee. sighting a 
flare approxiBlate~ 200 yards in front of their position. CCDpanies 
uB'I and nCn reporte« sighting and receiving 8l1IBoll aras fire without 
damage or casualties., Work continued on improvement of positions. 

22 Mar 62, 

. The UBS Westchester County (IST 1167) arrived at Da. Na.ng~ RVN with the 
sea ec~lon of BLT 1/3. Attached. tank units conducted rehearsals over counter 
attack routes. 9th MEB Frag Order 9-65 was cancelled. Radar tam (TIPS:..21) 
reported a significant reduction in lIOvement beyond the tactical wire. Compames 
IICII and ltVt reported hearing small aras fire. COmpanies "A" and "Bit reported 
sighting two flares approximately 200 meters from their positions. Forwarded a 
reconnnendation for the Bronze Star Medal" concerning rescue operations on 14 
Feb 65 at Quin Nhon :.JBachelor Enlisted Quarters, performed bY' a. mailber 6f 3d 
Engineer Battalion" who was previously attached to Company ltD", BLT 1/3. 

23 Mar 65 

. The COIlllIl8llding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific" toured positions 
of BLT 1/3, and lunched with BLT. 1/3. Received a warning order from 9th MEB to 
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I' 
be prepared to relieve BLT 3/9 commencing 6 April 1965. Company itA" reported 
flares and explosions from 1 to 1, mUes out. Company "0" reported 2 explosions 
about 350 meters from their positions, and sporadic small at'lllB fire. Work 
continued on defensive positions. 

24 Mar 62, 

Operational control of OOJllPany "L" reverted to BLT 3/9, effective 
1200H. Fields of fire, and observation, were improved in Company tt A" area 
by burning brush with flamethrowers. Radar team (TIPS-21) reported no 
movement during the night, beyond the tactical wire. Coapany "Alt reported 
sporadic small arms fire and the sighting of flares, in their area of 
observation. The BLT continued to improve positions. 

25 Mar 6~ 

Portable flamethrowers were used to burn brush interfering with 
observation and fields of fire. Training was conducted, on platoon level, 
in taak-infe.n.tJ7 tactics. Oompany- "C" reported what appeared. to be a fire 
fight, approximately 1000 meters from. their position. Oompanies tlA", 
"B" and "e" reported no movement in their area of surveUlance. The BLT 
continued improvement of positions. 

All companies conduoted f8.llli.llirbation firing with 3.5" rocket 
launohers, M-79 grenade launchers and M-60 machine guns. The IlLT Commander 
conducted a reconnaissanoe for relief of BtT 3/9 positions. Portable 
flamethrowers continued burning brush and work continued on defensive . 
positions. Company ItC" reported receiving one (1) round of small arms tire, 
and the detonation of a land mine in their area without casualties or damage. 
Radar team (TI~21) reported the sporadic movement of two (2) persons 
during the night. 

27 Mar 65 

Thl BLT Commander, S~3 Officer, and 8-4 Offioer continued their 
reconnaissance of BLT 3/9 positions. A reconnaissanoe was also made for 
selection of • supp17 route to Hill 368. Training was oonducted, at 
platoon level, in Tank-Infantry tactics. The helicopter support team 
received review training in their duties and responsibilities. Radar terua 
(TIPS-21) reported no significant activity in their area of surveillance. 
Company "C" reported sighting one (1) tracer round about 100 meters from 
their posiMon. 

~8 Mar 6~ 

The inspection of BLT 1 /3 positions by the Connnander of the 7th Fleet, 
was canoelled. Radar temn (TIPS-21) made no report due to mechanical failure 
of set. CompaJlf IIC" reported the detonation of two (2) land mines near 
their positions, and receiving one (1) small arms round without casualties 
or damage. 
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The Battalion Co~~nder made a reconnaissance of Hill 368 for 
Command Post site and avenues of approach. Com])S.1V "C" reported a mine 
was detonated by a doS, in front of their position. Campan:V" "CII also 
reported sighting two (2) flares about 1100 meters in front of their 
positions. Continued to improve positions. BLT Commander Conducted 
personnel and equipment inspection of Companies "AII and ltD". 

J.Q Mar 65 

Training was conducted in helicopter support team duties, and 
Infantr.r-Helioopter operations. Radar temM (TIPS-2~) wa~ not in operation 
this night (29 - 30 Mar). Company "B" reported receiving one (1) round 
of snlall arms fire. Company "C" reported 8~hting small arms fire and 
explosions, possibly mortar rounds, 1500 meters east of their positions. 
Work continued on defensive positions. 

11 Mar 62 
Alerted at 1350H by 9th MEB to prepare BLT reserve for helioopter lift 

to grid coordinates 070.338. At 1355H, Company "D" was prepared for movement. At 
1405H received message from 9th M&B to secure from alert. EKeoutiv~. Officer # ;' 

BLT 1 /.3 oo~cted personnel and equipment inspection of Compa.nies "4" and ,. ~ 
Radar team (TIPS-21) reported no significant activity in their zone of surviellanee. 
Company "c" reported sighting ~1l arms fire. 
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Operat1e. Order 37-65 

Ret: <a) Map: 1: 12,500J/ AMS L909 

1. ~ITUATI.9!i. 

a. Eneay terees. Current ISUMS. 

b. l!1entU:r teroe,s. 

• 5750.1 
1 Apr 65 

BLT 1/3 
OAMP SOHWAB', OKINAWA 
071<)00 Mar 1965 

(1) 9th MEa lan's De. Nang Airfi.li assumes re.peftsib111ty Marine 
Unit Viet Hill. 

(2) BLT 3/9 lands aoress RED II aeawaes .etense Da Hang Airfiell, 
en relief ecoup1es an. detende Hill 327. 

c. Attachments and 'etachments. 

(1) Task Organizatien acceriing 3d. M&rD~.v ug 09030SZ Jan 65. 

(2) Ce D, 1/3 reverts te BLT 1/3 en erier. 

2. MISSION. BLT 1/3 lands at Da Nang, RVN celllllencing at H-hour, D-d.aY' 
assumes re8pensib11ity 'erenee Da Nang Air!ie1'. 

3.EXI!X;UTION. 

a. Cencept e1 .peratien. BLT 1/3 loads 76 chalks e1 ~130'1 1n aocerdaftce 
with BLT 1/3 201:65 lan •• at Da Hang RVN re.rganbetl in ce.pan,. . 
asseab~ areas and assuaes delen.e wester.n pertien Da Nang A1r!1e1 •• 

b. C. C. Leads ~ chalks 1-5 1ancls Da Naft! ass_bles vicinity 
005740 area et respensib1lity 004733 te 99S745. 

c. ~. Leads in chalks 9-14 land Da N~ .ls8Mbles vicinity 000755 
area et respensibility 99a?45 t. 997760. 

d. .Q!..!. Lead. 1n chalks 16-20 land Da Hug ueeilblel vicinity 996767 
area er respensib111ty 997760 te 997775. 

e. mcs p!. Leads aceerUng te BLT 1/3 Plan 201-65 assembles vicin.:lty 
005745 attaohments repert vioinity 005745 en land.1ns. 

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOOISTICS. AdJdn1etrat1ve Order 201-65. ~_- ... 

.. = JV-l ~oo~~i~~n~ 
'tIIisrriUrf 
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I ~ 5. COMMAND. AND C(!.OOJNlCATlOOS, 

I ~ 

a. Quart radie nets en 1an4ing. 

b. BLT 1/3 Cemman.c1 Pest vicinity 005740. 

OFF'lCIALI . . 

G. F. SQUILLACE 

Captain. U. S. Marine Oerps 

S-3 

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL BAIN 

R. J. LYONS 

Majer, U. S. Marine Cerps 

Executive Officer 

ENClOSURE (1) 
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Fra.g On\er 1-65 

Time Zene: H 

5750.1 
1 Apr 65 

BLT 1/3 
DA NAID, RVN 
OS1400 Mar 1965 

BLT 1/3 aSSUrAes defense 8euthern pertien Da Nana alrfie]j. C"P8ny B 
eccupie8 and. elefends fr_ OOS739 te 01073S. ,C_pany C eccuples ani 
aefen"s fr .. 01073S t. 013739. C.pany D respensib1e defense 9th Mfm 
HQ' 8 and. Marine O-J*llli. 

.9l1'"ICIAL: 

G. F. SQUILLACE 

Ca.ptain, U. S. Marine Corpe 

5-3 

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL BAlN 

R. J. LYONS 

Majer, U. S. Marine Oerps 

Executive Officer 
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p 
, BLT 1/3 

DA NANG, RVN 
101700 Mar 1965 

Time Zone1 H 

Co L 3/9, 3d PlLt B Co, 3d TK's OpCon BLT 1/3. BLT 1/3 assumes defense 
Da Nang airfield perimeter. Company defensive areas of responsibility. 

Co C 012740 to 008738 

Co B 0087.38. to 9m44 

Co A 004766 to 011769 

Co D Responsible defense 9th KE:B ~'s and Marine OoJapound. 

H&S Co 3 Plts to occupy blocking positions vicinity 008758 south to 008754. 

8la Plt as firing positions 008755. 

A Btry, 12th Mar GS vic 006742. 

3d Plt, BOo, .3d TK'8: 1 sec attached 00 A 

1 sec as vic 003746 with counterattack mission 

Co L, 3/9 reserve vic 003746 be prepared execute counterattack mission • 

• 

BY ·CQ.!MAND OF LIEUTF.NANT COLONEL BAIN 

R. J. LYONS 

Major, U. S. Marine Oorps 

Executive Officer 

OFFICIAL: 

G. F. SQUILLA.CE 

Captain, U. S. Marine Oorps 

8-3 
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Frag Order 3-65 

Cancelled by OG 9th MEa msg 211134Z (Confidential) 
• 

Time Zone: H 

1. SITUATION. 

a. Enemy forces. 

5750.1 
1 Apr 65 

BLT 1/3 
DA NANG, RVN 
211600 Mar 1965 

(1) VC training camp estimated aoo to 1000 in strength, located at 
vicinity coord's e606~. 

b. Frien~ forces. 

(1) VNAF conducts air strikes preparatory to ARVN ground operations. 

(2) ARVN forces proceed to vicinity coord's e60640 via helicopter. 
Conduct operations against the en~. 

(3) BLT 3/9 occupies high ground vicinity coord's 91872a. 

(4) MAG-16 provides helo support ARVN forces. 

(5) A Btry 1/12 provide fire support from vic coord's 935718. 

c. ~hments. BLSG provide ten (10) truoks BLT 1/3 at 220615H. 

2. !IAA:t.QN. BLT 1/3 ( .. ) commencing 210700 conduct tactical motor march along 
route NASH to coord's' 93571a. Provide local security at firing positions for 
A Btry 1/12. 

3. ~UTI()N. 

a. .c0ncel2t_o!.-2Rerati0!l' One cOlllpSlV and one sectiOn of Ontos cOl'lmeneing 
210700 will conduct motor march along route NASH. Provide route security 
A Btry 1/12 and local sec1ll'ity at firing positions vicinity coord's 
93571 s. 

b. pp L 'uL2). , 
(1) Cross IP at 2207ooH. Conduct motor march route NASH to vic coord's 

935718 provide route security A 1/12. 

ENCLOOURE (1) 
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(2) On ar:rival firing pos:S.Uons coord's 93571S provlde 1008,1 securUy 
A 1/12. 

(3) Upon completion Arty Support/Mission and NLT 221530H return t.o airfield. 
vie. route S'l'UDEBAKER. 

c. m§Q.' Ten (10) trucks attached L Co, 3/9 at 220615H. 

d. ~t-Plt, A Co, 3d ATts. 

(1) Proceed along route NASH to vic coord's 93571S. Provide 
route security A 1/12. 

(2) Provide local security A Btry 1/12 at fj_ring pos1t.1ons. 

(3) Upon completion of Arty Support,/Miss10n and NLT 221530H return to 
airfield via route STUDEB,\KER. 

e. p,oqrdinating instructions. 

(1) IP gate at 995747. 

(2) Proceed route NASH, return route STlIDEBAKER. 

(3) L Co, 3/9 carr,y 100 sandbags to fj~l in culverts. , 
4. A!?]9:NISTRATION ~ND :r.ro~TICS •. 

a. Class I - One day. 

b. Class V - Basic allowance. 

5. COMMAND AND OOMMUNICATION~ECTRONICS~ .... .. -- P. 

a. Fire direction 39.4 MCS • 
• 

b. Tactical command (ARYN) 49.5 MCS (US Advisor Objective a,rea is net 
control this net). 

c. All units guard M~~ TAC 1. 

, 

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT COLONr<L BArN 

R. J. LYONS 

Major, U. S. Marine Corps 

Executive Officer 
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I ) 
G. F'. SQUILLACE 

Captain, U. S. Marine Corps 

8-,3 
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COUNTERATTACK PIAN ROUTES 1 '-..l 

Rete (a) MAp: TOURANE, 1150,00~"MAS ·"rT;~·~ s~eet 6659 III 

Time Zone, H g 
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1 J At-;'~ed photographs depict a varied view of the types of fortifications 

"I " 

constructed by this Battalion. It should be noted that in certain areas 
it was necessa17 to build up, rather than dig cioml due to water seepage. 
At the time these photographs were taken, there were no sandbags available 
to this Battalion, thus the unfinished appearance of some fortifioations. 
Reinforcing materials are also diffioult to obtain.creating problems in 
completing roofs of sufficient strength to be iapenetrable to mortar fire. 

NOTE: Pictorical Examples of Fortifications.attached to original only. 
On.l.y one (1) copy available. 
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