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PART T

ORGANIZAT TONAT DATA. SHEZT

DESIGNATION OF REPORT I UNIT

let Battalion, 3d Marines, 3& Mirine Division (Rein), FIP

PERIOD COVERED BY FRIAET:

1 Aug bo 31 Aug 1965

DATZE OF SUBMISSICN OF REPORT:

1 Sep 1965

COMMANDING CFFICER

Lieutenant Colonel William H, LANAGAN

LOCATION OF COMWAND POST AT END OF PERIOD

Grid Coordinaies: -&T950721

Map: INDOCHINA, 1150,000, TOURANE, Sheets 66581, 66581V s 665911, 6659111,
Series L701

SUBORDINATE UNITS AT END OF PERIOD: COMM:NDERS :
HS Co, 1st Bn, 3d Mar 1st14% Michael B, RIIEY
ﬂo.Al 1st Bn, 3d Moy Copt Jomes K, MILIER
Co B, 1st Bn, 3d Mar Capt Richard D, RoSS
Co C, 18t Bn, 3d Mar Capt Lee A. PETERSON
Co D, 1st Bn, 3d Mar lstlt Leonard C. HAYES
Beassirig
I.1
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1 Bep 65
PART IX

NARRAT IVE SUMMARY

1. MISSION ASSIGNED,

The mission of the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines continued to be the conduct
of extensive counter-guerrillea operations throughout its asgigned TAOR.
The concept of operations required continuous dsy and night combet patrolling
to~ counter the activity of the enemy, disrupt his routes of supply, and -
render his own operations in the area ineffective, In 8ddition, the Battalion
gssumed a 4-day reaction posture 14-17 Auguet, in preparation for possible
deployment to the BA LONGValley to support ARVN forces operating in that
gsectory, On 20 Aw ¢ the Battalion received orders to prepare to effect
& relief on pogiticn with the 1st Battalion, lst Marines on or sbout
28-29 fugust. Preparation commenced for the relief snd subscquent departure
from the Republic of Vietnam %o Okinawa on 31 August, ‘

2. OFERATTONS PART ICTPATION,

On 2-3 August the Battalion participated in a joint U, 8. « ARVN
search and destroy operation along the SONG YEN River. See Park V.
Three Companies from the Battalion executed t he actual search ana destroy
misgion through the outlying villages, Supporting the operation, ang
aedjacent to the Battalion, were the 3d Battalion, 4th Regiment, of %the
2nd ARVN Division and the 3d Recomnaissance Battalion, %d Marine Division.

The operation itself required very little, if any, flexibility and its
success was directly attributed to the thoronghness of the pre~operation
planning, Though enemy resistance was light, there was an aebundance of
evidence indicating extensive VO activity hed prevailed in the area.

Mumerous elsborate VC tunnels, caves, fighting holes and shelters were
uncovered, The Battalion suffered 3 WIA throughout the entire operation.
Enemy losses were 5 KIA's, 11 Wil's, and 12 VCC. Post operation analysis
resulted in a beneficial guidance to future operations of = gimilar magnitudey
particularly in the employment of helicopters, tanks, and in the bagic
concept of search and destroy missions.

The techniques of coxrdoning villages, utilized during this initisl
U. 8. - ARVN joint operastion, proved to be both realistic and effective
when employed in a subsequent operation by Company D in the village of
KHOUNG MY (2). Company D was introduced into the TAOR by foot, under
cover of darkness, and was occupying positions around the village prior
to dawn. The cordon was tightened around the village at daybreak with no
lose' of surprise, The ensuing search and destroy operation was conducted
in conjunction with a composite ARVN force and resulted in 4 VO KIAt'® and
1 WIA, and the discovery of numerous intelligence items,

ITw1 : ENCLOSURE (1)
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Similar search and destroy operations were conducted in the villages
of TAN AN PHOUNG, HOI VUC and CAO SUNG, by platoons from Companies A and
B, The Battalion also continued sxtensive vombat ratrolling throughout
the range of dominant highground in the southwestern portion of the
TAOR. Yuring the course of patrolling along this complex, a VC Medium-
Level Cadre Training Camp was discovered, as well as other guerrilla
base camps in the vicinity of Hills 502 and %40,

VC resistance was light along the 502 - 310 ridgeline and the approaches
to the valley floor, &I fires employed om g nightly basis by the Bai-
talion severly interdicted the movement of the VC and accounted, to a
large extent, for the decrease in the enemy's activities.

Coordinated tank/infantry operations were conducted along the SONG
TUY IOAN River and increassed significantly the speed and maneuverability
of the infantry. The utilization of the tanks also cnabled the infantry
to reach their objective, rested and fresh, and consequently enhanced
their efficiency in the execution of its mission. Tmmediate firepower
was also available to the infantry with the tanks, However, where the
terrain was unfamiliar to the tanks and was broken in nature they became
cumbersome and a definite disadvantsge, This wag particularly evident
during subsequent operations with tanks along the base of the Hill 502
and 419 ridgelines with 2 platoons from Company C.

The Battalion's Out Post/Liaison Team located at the HIEU DUC District
Headquarters continued to be an expedient and efficisnt source of
intelligence information., The reaction time of the Fabbalion was de-
creased accordingly, and s contimious cognizance of enemy activity in the
TAOR was achieved, :

The AN/TPS—2T continued to be used as a positive means of surveying
enemy movement during the hours of darkness. The targets uncovered by
the AN/TPS-21 were the object of bwo artillery missions.

From 17-21 August the Battalion occupied positions forward of the
FEBA, employing numerous ambushes and local patrols, in response to an
increesed readiness posture prompted by the Commmist Manifesto holidays,
and the likelihood of stepped up VC activity. Company B realigned pogitions
forward of the FEBA in order to secure the right flank of the 2nd Battalion,
9%h Merines in accordance with 3rd Marinee message (CONFIDENTIAL) 2036452,

Company & conducted tho finel operation of the Battalion on 23=28
Avgust. The three platoons of Company A converged on the Hill 502 ~ 310
ond 419 ridgelines via belicopter, landing in two separate IZ's. The
approach to the rendezvous point was attempted from three directions.,
The formidable nature of the terrain however prevented a thorough search
and destroy operation from being carried out,

I1-2
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3. TERRAIN AND WEATHTR,

ae Terrgin, With the tactical area of reavonsibility remaining
generally unchanged, the terrain conditions within the TAOR are
unchanged from previous analyses, except as noted in the following,
Nearly all paddy areas which are cultiveted contain rice crops having
attained a height of 3 feet, The inmnundation of these paddy areas,
resulting in ankle deep water, has contributed to reducing trafficabilify
in these arcase Continued growth of vegetation along manv trails has
resulted in trafficability of these trails to be increasingly difficult
with movement in some areas being slow and cumbersome. Aerial obe
servation is zgain limited to some degrce by this factor.

b s We a’bher °

(1) Genersl, An analysis of past climatological factors for
the month of August indicated the probability of no marked Aifference
from the weather patterns experienced in July 1965.

.- (=) Temperature =~ Tempersturcs have ranged from 87 to
92 degrees during the day and 72 to 79 degrees at night., These tempera-
ture ranges are slightly lower than those recorded for July, however,
they are generally consistant with pest averages for the month of Angust.
The continued high humidity, narticularly after periods of r ain, has
generally negated the eooling effects attributed to lower tenperatures

ranges.

(v) Y_l@g_l_yy_ ~ Although the rainfeli wag average for the
month of Avgpigt,visibility hes continued to be good to excellent.
Visibility was reduced to less than 5 miles, 3 percent of the month.
The few periods of reduced vigibility have hadvery little limiting
effects on air or ground operations.

(c) Burface Winds - During the month of August the pre-
vailing wind flow wag northeasterly, with an average speed of 8 knots.

(2) Summary., The month of August has produced an average
rainfall with the prevailing surface winds being generally in a north-
easterly direction pocasionally shifting to the sonthwest, Normal
temperature. ranges were recorded for the month with the high being
92 degrees and the low 72 degrees. August 1965 has conformed to past
norms.

AVERAGES
Flenents . August Normal
Average Maximum Temperature 90 ' 6]
Average Minimm Temperature 76 75
Total Precipitation (inches) 2.7 4.56
No. of Davs with Precipitation 7 10
No, of Days wvith Thundershowers 3 8

I3
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1 Sep 65
EXTREMES
A1l Time Month
dugust Bxtreme
Extreme Maximum Temperature 92 102
Extreme Minimum Temperature 72 70

4o TRATNING CONDUCTED.

8s Orientation and familiarization training was conducted through-
out the Battalion in the employment of the 60mm mortsr, A formel
training school was organized by the 81lmm Mortar Fletoon Commender for
all units, in view of the Battalion!s success with the 60mm morter on
patrols, and the possibility of its being retained by the Marine
Corps for future use in the Republic of Vietnam.

be Refresher instruction classes wors conducted for all small unit
leaders in the employment of Artillery fire missions. PForward observer
techniques for calling in and adjusting artillery fires were roviewed
and put to practical use during the Patt~lion's program of e xtensive
combat patrolling,

ce Commmications continued to be the subject of intengive train-

ing due to the difficulties invarisbly encountered while petrolling
in rugged terrain., Unit operators received instruction in proper
voice and operational procedure ms well ag alternate techniques for
employing and insuring sustained communications in a fagt~moving
situation, Particular emphasis was placed on the safety precautions
necessery during inclement weather and included Proper grounding

of commmnications wires and the utilization of electrical arresting
systems,

@e The operationel commitments of the Battalion precluded an
elaborate formal schooling in the arcas of small-unit patrolling,
employment of embushes, etec,, but did provide a practical opportunity
to Institute that instruction received from previous review and
indoctrination courses conducted during the Battalion's tour in Vietnam,

ee The concept of searching villages received Increased emphasis
during this reporting period in line with the nature of operations
the Battalion’conducted, Cordoning of individual villages, a relatively
new techniguey was the subject of review and discussion during most
post-operation eritiques. Particular attention was given %o small unit
leaders and their responsibilitices for close supervigion of Marines
conducting the actusl physical searches of tunnels, caves, and holes
within the villages,

IT-4 ENCLOSURE (1)
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D DISCIPLINE,

Se Nbrale;

(1) In spite of the Bettalion's approaching deperture from
the Republic of Vietnam, there has been no slackening of effort in
the fields The battelion continues to react to the exigencies
of combat service with remarkable enthusissm and teamwork. There
have been no significant morale problems encountered this month,
Through the agency of the Division Clubs Officer, money and makerial
were provided for the erection of an enlisted man's elub in the Battalion
Headquarters area. The resulting Club was more than adequate to serve
the needs of the men, American and Japanese beer and soda appeared
in plentiful supply at reduced PX prices and obviated the dependence
on local sources at inflationary prices, This month's R&R progran
vas & tremendous success and engblod more than 200 Marines from thig
battalion to enjoy from three vo five days 1n Bangkok or Hong Xong.
However, the success of these trips was merrsd in the lagt weck of the
program when an airplane returning from Hong Xong crashed into the bay,
Of the thirtcén men on board from this organizabion, there were only
two survivors. It is understood that when this battalion returns to
CONUS 1t will be the end of the transplacement systen between the
First and Third Marine Divisions, and as of yet the status of this
organization as a Battalion is still undecided, Those individusls
who have completed the overseas cycle are presently apprchensive about
their next duty assignment, Presently, morale is sky-high with the
anticipation of leaving’ thé Republic of Vietnam, and the subsequent
port calls to Subic Bay, T, I,.snd BCC, Hong Kong.

(2) Postal Service continues Tegularly and has been providing
daily mail to Battalion persormel,

(3) The Special Sorvice program has made inexpengive American
soft drinks and beer availsble %o the widely disyersed rifile ccmpaines,
Movies continucd nightly at Battalion Headquarters and over fifteen
beach parties were financed and coordinated thru Special Services,

The Cruise Book was completed and forwarded to the publishers, Tt
will be over 112 pages and some 825 copies have been gold,

(1) Liberty in the form of organized shopping parties was
granted‘to selected individuals every: aftarnoon in Daleng, Republic of
ietnam,

(5) The Battelion had its last payday in RN and no problems
were anticipated, Division Disbursing was more than cooperative in
providing special attention to those people who needed cash for R&R
trips, Also the disbursing officer has made arrangements to cone
veniently pay this Battalion during a Subic Bay, Phillippines Island,
Port call.

I5 ENCLOSURE (1)
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1 Sep 65

b, Diseipline,

(1) Yo significant disciplinary problems vere encountered
this month, However, irregponsibility contimed to characterized the
behavior of the Battalion liberty parby in Danang, Republic of Viectnam.
This troublesome situation was resolved by granting liberbty to selected
individusls under officer and Staff NCO suptérvisiors for organized
shopping partiecs.

(2) During the past months, ten men were disciplined at
Battalion Commanderts Officer Hours, There were threc Special
Court-Martials, of which cne resulted in a Bad Conduct Discharge,
and five Summary Court Martials.

16 ENCIOSURE (1)
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PART IIT

ST BATTALION, 3D MARINES CHRONOIOGICAL NARRATIVE

1 Mg 65
Received Regimental Operation Order 3z7-65 {Operation "BLAST OUT I,

Issued Battalion Operation Order 330-£5 to amplify instructions
contained in Regimental Operation Cider 327-65,

Breifings were conducted, by the Commanding Officer and the S-3,
for the Company Commanders and attached unit commanders in regard to
Operation 'BLAST OUT I",

At 1900H, Company A {-) of the 3d Tank Battalion reported under
operational control of this Battalion.

Company D reported, at 2115H, recieving three rounds of smaell arms
fire at the French Fort (vicinity ' 41943722).

Company D reported observing s suspected infiltrator in the vicinity
of AT932719. The arca was illuminated disclosing a person moving east.
Three rounds were fired at this suspect, with negetive resulis,

2 Aug 65

Operations in accordance with Regimental Operation Order 327-65
(Operation "BLAST OUT I") and Battalion Operation Order 330-65 were
conducted this date. (Refer to Operational Summary to Operation Order
330~65; Part IV, Supporting Documents for details of the Operation).

3 Mg 65
Operation "BLAST OUT I* continucde (Refor to Operational Sumary

to Operation Order 330-65; Part IV, Supporting Documents for details of
the Operation).

Company D departed on operations at 2100H in accordance with
Fragmentary Order 23 to Operation Order 328-65.

The patrol reported no unusual activity other than hearing occasional
drum beating and observation of apparent gignal lights.

Progress of Company D was intentionally slow due to the presence
of enemy mines in the area.

The patrol reported negative enemy contact the remeinder of this
da‘be.

IIT.1
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Company D continued on its assigned route until 0322H, at which %ime
it reported platoon smbushes had been established in the vieinity of
ATQ09E98, ATQ05690, and AT9197C0.

At OTOOH, Company D reported a landing zone was established and
gecured in the vicinity of AT906698, while the remaining members of
the company were establishing a porimeter around the village of KHOUNG
My (2).

Thirty Vietnamese (orgenized into ARVN Investigation Teams) landed
by helicopter at 0746H.

The cordoning of the village reported complete at 0UB05H, the commoud
group of Company D and the ARVN Investigation Teums entered KHOUNG MY (2),
and commenced their search,

Company D reported at 1000H, the 3d Platoon had engsged, shot and
wounded a VO in the southeast sector of the villagee The VC wao sub-
sequently captured with two fragmentztion grenades in his possession,
Interrogation by the ARVN investigabors determined the prisoner was a
VC courier, The prisoner and his papers were evacuated to the Regimental
8-2 for disposition.

At 1010H, Vietnamese Team exchanged rifle fire with an undetermined
number of VC in the central portion of the village, There were no
casualties,

A tumel was discovered at 1040H containing one U. S, Carbine and
three rifles of French manufacture, plus 4 large assortment of small
arms ammunition,

The 1st Platoon of Company D, occupying the northern sector of the
cordon, reported receiving spproximately twenty rounds of small arms
fire and four 60mm mortar rounds from the vwicinity of AT895686, No
capualties were sustained ag a result of this action,

After receiving information from the ARVN that three VC were in its
area, the lst Platoon condusted a search of the ares adjacent to their
lines, The search resulted in the discovery of a tunnel under the
base of a trees Two hand grenades were thrown into the tumnel killing
three VO hiding therein.

4% 1318H, Company D reported killing a VO, who was concealed in a
tunnel, and capturing one automatic weapon of French manufacture plug 2
TUe- 8 Carbines.

DECLASSIFIED
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Tile village search was completed without further incident.

A lending zone was subsequently secured in the vicinity of AT9OB698
for the helicopter pick-up of the ARVN Investigation Teams. The heli-
Tift being complete at 1540H, Company D proceeded to the vieinity of
AT910700 wheré it junctured with elements of Company A, 34 Tank Battsglion,
and Compeny A, 33 Amphibiows Tractor Battalion.

it 1555H, one IVT had a mpobanical brésidowr in the ~picinity of
AT310700, The 1lst Platocn of Company D remained with the IVT unit,
while the remainder of Company D and the Tank Battalion unit returnod
to their parent commends,

There was no further enemy sotivity reported this date,

2 hug 65

The 18t Platoon of Companmy D continued its security mission for the
halted IVT wnit, Repairs completed on the disabled IVT, the composite
wnit commenced return to friendly lines, at 1307H, The lst Platoon
reported its arrival at D Company's CP at 1%49H, while the IVT's
continued, unescorted, to their Command Post,

No gignificant operations were held within the Battel ioms TAOR
this date and negative enemy contact was reported.

6 Aug 65

The 1st Platoon of Company B departed on operations at 10228, in
accordance with Frag Order 25 to Operation Order 328-65. The platoon wes
accompanied by a heavy section of tanks, including two flame tanks,

The reinforced patrol, with infantry riding the tanks, procceded
over the prescribed route to check point 3 (vicinity AT907685), arriving -
there at 1120H, . :

. From this point, two squads of the 1let Flatoon proceeded along the
streem (vicinity ATB99680) and cccupied & position soubhwest of CAO
SUNG (1), from ATEBTEBT tc ATHT2689, :

The remeining rifle squad, embarked on the three tanks, procceded over
the northern trail fto CAO SUNG (1), arriving there at 1300H, simultanecusly
withthe two squads moving up from the south,

A thorough seasrch was conducted throughout the villags with negative
results, except the discovery of a booby trapped hand grenade (. s,
manufacture; M-26) at grid coordinstes ATB79694, (See Intelligence
Beport, Frag Order 25 to Operation Order 328-65).

-3 ENCLOSURE (1)
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At 2010H, a tank broke its track in the vicinity of AT885686,
The patrol established a perimeter defense in this area for the remainder
of the night with a squad sized ambush in the vicinity of AT882683.
No enemy contact was reported by this patrol the remainder of this date,

The 1st Platoon of Company A departed on operations at 1620H in
eccordance with Frag Order 24 to Operation Order %28-6%, The Platoon
proceeded over the prescribed route, without incident, until 1930H,

4% this time, a platoon pabrol base was established in the vicinity of
AT884715. A squaed size. ambush was established in the vicinity of
AT880717: No enemy activity was reported by this patrol the remainder
of this date,

T _fug 65

The 1st Platoon of Company A departed the patrol base ab 0500H and
contimued on its mission. The platoon arrived in the vicinity of TAW AN
PHOUNG at 0630H, established a blocking force, then conducted o search of
the village., At 0730H; an ARVN Investigation Team was heli-lifted to TAN
AN PHOUNG to assist in the search., (See Intelligence Report { Frag Order
24)%o Operation Order 328-65). The scarch was concluded at 11308 without
incident, The ARVN Investigation Teanm was returned by helicoptor to its
base, while the platoon continued on its mission. Patrolling was
uneventful and at 1800H, the 1st Platoon reported back in its Conpany's
arsn.

+ The 1lst Flatoon of Company B resumed operations at 0800H, At this
time, two squads with a flame tank ¢ommenced s search of Hill 112 _
(ATBB7688) and the surrounding arca. Although no cnemy was encountered,
the fleme tank was used to burn areas of possible VC habitation,

Similtancous with the above operation, the gum tank moved to -9
firing position in the vieinity of AT873694. Twonty-five rounds of 90mmn
HE and WP were ocxpended on Hill 502 (vicinity ATB32658),

A% 0905H, twenty VC were observed moving rapidly west along the
trail in the vicinity of AT872674. The V¢ were observed to keep a 5
to 10 yard intérval, and all were dressed in hlack shorts with short
sleeved shirts. Some were obseived wearing white sun helmets wund many
appeared to be carrying weapons. An artillery fire mission was delivered
in the area with unknown results.

Two small shelters, well camouflaged and located in thick brush,
were discovered and destroyed in the vicinity of AT875681.

No further enemy activity was reparted by this patrols. The patrol
returned to its company area at 1735H, Frogress of the patrol was
slowed considerably due to mechanical problems with the tanks throughout
the day, There were three major breskdowns, each being over am hour 4n
duration,

1000H‘The Chief of Staff, 3d Marine Division visited this Command Pogt a%

1 [ %}:—7
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8 iug 65
No significent operations were held within the battalion's TAOR
this date,

Company D conducted a seaxch for pogsible land mines over the roed
Ieading to the Battalion Command Post.

- Company A conducted test firing of several company weapons between
083CH and 0930H,

The battalion continued to improve the entrenchments and barbed wire
entanglements along its front lines,

No significant enery activity was reported within the battalion's
TAOR this date,

9 Aug 65

No significant operations were held withinthe battalion's TAOR this
date,

A Marine from Company B reported receiving two rounds of small arms
fire at 1245H, while walking gzlong the road in the vieinity AT959708,
Location, or direction, of the position from which the rounds came could
not be determined,

At 23458, the Commanding Officer of Company B reported observing
approximetely twerrty to thirty 60mm morter rounds impact in the vicinity of AT
979690. It wan presumed these rounds were fired by the VG from an unde-
termined location south of the SONG TUY IOAN River.

Work continued on the construction of defensive positions within
the battglion's TAOR.

No further enemy aotivity was reported this date,
10 65

4 company sized patrol, scheduled in accordance with Frag Order 26

. to Oporation Order 328-65, was suspended this dgte due to the determination
. by higher headquarters that the selected landing zone was not suitable for
% helicopters. The patrol waes rescheduled for 11 fugust 1965, contingent NP
- on the availability and selection of & new landing zone in close proximity
to the original IZ, '

: At 1835H, a report was received that aprroximstely 100 VC were

- located in the vicinity of AT964675. Control of artillery and aircraft
j was by the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines since the VC unit was just over
the boundry line seperating the two battalion tactical areas of respone-
sibility, ‘ ‘

IIT=5
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1 Sep 65

At 1935H, the Marine Lieison Officer, at HIEU DUC District Head-
quarters, reported they had received some light small erms f{ire without
any damgge., The Lizison Officer reported more aporsdic fire from the
same diresction at 2135H. '

Construction and improvement of defensive positions continued.
No further enemy activity was reported this date.
11 Avg 65

At 1658H, Company D (~) commenced a heli-1ift to a landing zone in
the vieinity of AT867626. The 1ift completed at 1734H, Company D (-)
departed the LZ on operations in accordance with Frag Order 26 to Operation
Order 328-65.

A radio relay station was established néar the summit of H{Il 419
C&icinity ATB66626), with one rifle squad and one section of £0mm mortars
ag security.:

As the patrol proceeded over its designated route, three VO were
seen and challenged in the vicinity of AT857620, at 1855H, PFailing to
heed the challenge by the patrol's point, the V€ were immediately fired
upon. One VO was kifled instantly, while another was mortally wounded,
and the third eascaped.: Before sucoumbing, the mortally wounded VU revealed
the three men were recently recruited from a village about four kilo-
meters to the west, and cleimed they were members of the VC unit that
delivered a mortar attack on pogitions of the 24 Battglion, 9th Marines on
the night of 9 August 1965. tSee Intelligence Report (¥rag Order 26) %o
Operation Order 326-65)s The bodies of the VO were subsequently evac-
uated by helicopter to Regimental Headquarters,

i e

Five men were observed at 1910H, moving north along the ridge in the
vicinity of AT840600, These men were presumed to be VC but were not
engaged due to the distance from the patrol.

i G R

Due Yo the possibility of having been observed during the encounter
with the V0, and to avoid possible ambush, the patrol moved back toward
the lending zone, establishing a perimeter defense in the vicinity of
AT861623 for the night, -

gk s e e

At 2226H, tho Marine Liaison Officer at IEU DUC District Hesdquarters
reported Vietnamese security persommel had engsged in a brief exchange of
fire with VO ¢lements to the souths

il G b s

- No further enemy activity was reported within t he battalion's TAOR
this date,

= 12 Aug 65

Company D (~) departed its patrol base at O600H, and continued on its

mission in accordance with Frag Order 26 to Operation Order~328-¢

Nl \;?ﬁ .
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“~\mw“xkhhwﬁg“pd;rol procecded over the prescribed route towards Hill 722.

When the patrol roasched = point in the vicinity of AT843616 it moved

west across a streembed, located a now trail on the opposite side which

wag followed to AT839628, At this point the trail forked and headed back
uphill, The patrol, unable to locate an avemie of approach %o the Ve
Medium Level Cadre Camp, (vicinity ATB29632) returned to the petrol base
{(vicinity ATB68626) where a perimeter defense was established for the night.

At 1545H, the Redio Relay Team, with its security element, reported
sighting two VC, carrying large rucksacks, in the vicinity of ATB69627
When fired upon, both VC fell, However, one VC rose, picked up his com-
panion and disappesred over the ridge. A starch of the surrounding srea
was corducted with negative restlise

The 24 Platoon of Company By commenced a speciml clearing operation
in front of its compeny's lines at 05%0H. The search was conducted in
grid squares AT9569 and AT9669 to = distance of 500 meters south of the
SONG TUY LOAN Rivers

In the village of BO BAN (2), the platoon apprehended two men without
: identification cards, seven men with invalid identification, and one boy,

P cleven years old, who had an incriminating letter in his possession. All
prigoners were taken to HIEU DUC District Headquarters for interrogation
and disposition.

The battalion's TAOR was realigned in accordsnce with instructions
contained in CG 3d MarDiv messege number 143 dated 110052Z August 1965.

13 fug 65

Company D (-) dispatched a squad sized patrol in an atbtempt %o locate
the trail leading to the "Medium Level Viet Cong Cadre Camp" {vicinity
AT828632), The patrol was conducted with negative vesults.

it 150%H, Company D {(«) commenced return to its defensive area by
helicopter. The heli~1ift wes reported complete at 1550H,

One helicopter was reported downed, in Landing Zone WHIP-POOR-WILL
(vicinity A2942723}; with engine trouble, Company D dispatched a squad
to the arcw as security until repairs were completed.

At 2100H, Company B (-) departed on operations in accordance with
Frag Order 28 to Operation Order 328-6%,

The patrol made no enemy contact this date.

Received Division Oporation Plan 326-65 (Top Secret), placing this
battalion on a twelve-hour alert as of 2400H this date, as a reaction
force prepared to suppcrt ARVN forces operating in the I

ITI-7 ENCLOSURE (1
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The Company B patrol proceeding over the assigned route was momentarily
halted by o secured gate in the vicinity of AT887706 st 0335H, While the
point was invaestigating the gatc for trip wites a booby trap was set off
wounding one officer and one enlisted Marine. Both wounded were quickly evace
uated from the scene, Approxinately ten rounds of smiper fire were received
during the heli~-evaocuation,

As & precaution against running into more mines, the patrol cormender
occupied a patrol base in the vicinity of GIAO0 TRI (35 (AT888703).

At O705H,_seven civilian Vietnamese policemen were lifted by helicopter
fron HIEU DIC Bistrict Headquarters to the vieinity of AT88870%, where thoy
joined the Company B patrol.

4 search of HOI VIC village and the surrounding ares cnsued. The search
of the ares, and interrogation by civil police was without significant results.
Six rounds of sniper fire were reported received at 1023H from the vicinity of
AT875706, and five men dressed in black were lator scen rurming from this arca.
Investigation was without results,

At 1250H, two cngineer mine sweeping teams were heli-lifted into the area
(vicinity AT855714)§ and the seven civil policemen were returned to HIEU DI
Digtrict Headquarters,

The patrol continued on its migsion of mine dotection and elearance with
negative results.

At 1630H, Company B (~) was relieved by =n clement of the Recommaissance
Battalion and subsequently heli~lifted back to its company defensive area.

i i

e

The 24 Flatoon of Company C, reinforced with a hoavy section of tanks,
departed on operations at 1100H, in accordance with Frag Order 27 to Oparation Order
32865,

T

s R

Patrolling was without incident and, at 2005H, a patrol base was est-
ablished in the vicinity of AT698660, Therc was no cnemy activity reported
by the patrol the remainder of this date,

AT R

Repnirs wewe not completed on the helicopter in Londing Zone WHIP-POOR-WILL.
- 15 Aug 65

ifter spending en uneventful night at the patrol base, the 24 Platoon of
Compeny € procecded to the vieinity of AT909672 where a lending zone was securcds

At 0830H, the 2d Platoon was rclieved in place by the 3d@ Platoon of
Compeny G The heli-relief was rerported complete at OG05H,

The 3d Platoon proceeded over the prescribed route without incident

until 1305H. At this f$ime the patrol rovorted thoy bad raceived 1light
sniper firc in the vicinity of AT878695 while they were stopped for the
,::2‘\‘ I’: by

o mmi%@w@nﬁ

DECLASSIFIED




Eii s Tl | Ry

DECLASSIFIED

| .§7go

o
op 65

moon meals. There were no casualties sustained as z result of this incident,
A search of the general area from which the shots came wae conducted with
negative resulta.

Patrolling was resumed and continued until 1710H. At this time, the
34 Platoon occupied a patrol base in the vicinity of AT897700.

The Mepine Liaison Officer st HIED BUC District Headquerters reported
receiving small =rms fire upon landing et 18254, There were no casualties
and no demege to the helicopter,

No further enemy activity wae reported this deto,

Company D reported repairs were completed on the helicopter that had
been in its landing zone for three days, and that the helicopber had
returned to the sivstrip at 1925H.

At 0645H, the 3d Platoon of Company C departed the patrol base,
embarked on ths tanks, and proceeded to the hattelion's defensive arca.
After travelling about 200 yards, the patrol received two rounds of snipexr
fire, without injury or Aamage,

The patrol returned %o the company arda at 0902H without further
incident,

The Marine Liaison Officer at HIEU DIC District Headquorters reported
apprehending & member of Company D in the villege at AT944698, The Marine
Private was subsequently picked up at District Headquarters by members of
Company D, . :

At 2010H, a vehicle returning to the battalion CP reported receiving
one round of sniper fire in the wicinity of AT959717, Wo injury or damage
was caused by the round,

17 Mg 65

The Yarine Liaison Officer at HIBD DUC District Hendgquarters reported
hearing drum signals and sporadic shots throughout t he night originating
from a peint north of the headguarters.

The ground surviellance rednr(AN/TPS21) reported activity in grid
sguares AT9267, AT9367, and ATP9368, which increased in tempo between
2400H and 0330H, Artillery fires were delivered on targets at AT924679,
AT931679, and AT935681,

At 0530H, the Chief of District Headquarters dispatched n forty man

ARVN patrol to investigate the areg of last night's targetse The mtrol
reported no trace of V€ in the area, ;

ITI=9
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A 1 8ep 65
Squad and Platoon sizod ambushes were manned throughout the batﬂalionfs
area in accordsnce with Frag Order 29 to Operation Order 328-65., All ambush
sites were occupled wnder cover of darkness,

The battalion was relieved of standby duties ag of 2400H this date,

in accordance with provisions of Division Operation Plan 326-65 (Top
Secret).

18 Aug 65

No significant operations were conducted w ithin the hattalion's
TAOR this date, However, ambush sites were manned throughout the TAOR
& specified by Frag Order 29 to Operation Order 328-45,

The Regimental Commander visited the Battalion Command Post ond
viewed front line defonsive positions,

A member of Company A was wounded in the leg by an accidental dig-
charge at 1730H, The victim was evacusted for treatment,

No significant enemy activity was reported within the battglion's
TACR this dgte,

No significant operations were conducted within the battslion's
TAOR this dgte,

imbushes, in accordance with Frag Order 29 to Operation Order 528=65 4
were marmed throughout the TAOR,

No encmy activity was reported within the battalion's TAOR this
date,

Construction and improvement of defensive positions continued,

20 fug 65

No significemt operations were conducted within the battalion's TpQR,

tmbush sites continued to be manned in accordance with Frag Order 29
to Operation Order 32865,

Companies continued construction ené improvement of their defensive
positions.

Harassing and Interdiction fires werc delivered thoughout the TAQR.

There was no significant enemy activity reported within the battalion's
TAOR this date, -

III-10
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NUGYEN VAN BE, & six yoar old Vietnamese boy, was escorted to the
hospital at BIEN HOA, where an operation was to be pexrformed for the
correction of a cleft lip. The operation was to be conducted under
the sponsorship and coordination of the Battalion Chaplain,

21 kg 65

No significent operations ware conducted within the battalion's
TAOR this date.

At 0945H, Company B requested an emergency air evacuation of &
Marine who had been shot in the back whils on security duty at the
front Iines, The Marine died of his wounds subsequent to the svacuation.
A search of the area for the sniper met with negative results,

Company A reported approximately 10 rounds of small arms fire
were received within their position from the vieinity of ATO16730 =t
2115He A patrol dispatched to investignte the area from which the
fire came met with negative results,

There was no further enemy activity reported this dabe.

Artillery contimied to saturate the battalion's TAOR with
harrassing and interdiotion fires throughout this date,

The Commanding General, FIMF Pacific, 'vigitas Company D's area and
spoke to the assembled troops.

Bealignment of the battalionts TAOR and defensive positions
was accompliched in accordance with Regimental Commander's message
dated 2016457,

22 _fug €5

It was rerorted at O730H, that approximateoly fifteen VC attacked
the village of PEUC HUMG (vicinity of AT916727), killing two villagers
and wounding four Popular Force soldiers, The VC subsequently withdrew

with the Popular Force personnel in pursuite Thore was no Marine envolvement
in this incident.

Vo significant operations were conducted within the battalion's
TAOR thig date.

Company D rcported approximately five rounds of fire was delivered
at en unidentified figure moving across the front, The figure disappearsed
into the dark.

There was no further enemy activi ty reported this date.

Artillery continued to d eliver harrassing and interdiction fires
throughout the TAORthis date.

TIT=11
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) / Commanding General, 1st Marine Division, visited the battalion
aregmmd’ conferred with the Battalion Commander.

23 fug 6

The Marine Lisigon Officer at HIEU DUC District Hoadquerters
reported grenade type booby traps had béen discovered, at 932708, by
Regional’® forces operating in that area.

At 1607H, Company A (-} heli-lifted from the company arca to a
lending zone in the vieinity of Hill 419 {AT867626)e (The Battalion
Commandexr accompanicd Company 4 (-} the duration of the operation).
The heli-lift was reported complete at 1628H.

Company & departod the landing zone on operations in asccordence
with Frag Ordex %0 to Operation Ordoxr 328~65.

At 170CH, a V0 was discovercd hiding in the rocks near the

lending zone and was captursd. This VC was utilized as a guida by the
patrol the remainder of this date,

At 1824H, aporoximetely 20 VC wer: observed in the vicinity
of AT853662 moving northwest. The VC were engaged by fire and two
were geen fgllivig, 4 search wes conducted of the ares wherc soveral
blood trails were found, one carbine (Ue 8. manufacture) recovered,
and many items of intelligence value collected {sec Intelligonce
Report (Frag Order 30) to Operation Order 328-£57,

As darimess ensued, Company & (-} returned to the ares of tho
landing zone (AT867626) and established & porimiter defonse For the
night.

The patrol reported ne cnomy aotivity the rcuainder of this dates

24 g 65

At 0710H, Company A (~) departed its patrol base and continued
on its mission. ‘Movement was extremely slow and fatiguing due to the
demse vegetation, lack of trails, and the necessity to break trails
through the growth,

At OB00H, the 24 Flatoon of Company A was heli-l1ifted from the
caipany area o a landing zono in the vicinity of 850691, The 24 Platoon
dgparted the landing zone and proceeded over the prascribed route
toward Hill 502 (vioinity AT832658), Several attempts were made to
£:ind a trail to the summit of Hill 502, but most trails disspated
after 150-200 meters. At 2000H, the 24 Platoon reported its inability
to surmount the obstacles of vegetation, heat, mountainous terrain,
and lack of waters The platoon returned to the vieinity of AT849678
and established a patrol base for the night,

ITTut?2 ENCIOSPRE (1) -
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' pany A (~) patrol found the terrain in their area extremely
L g ond was also unable $0 reach the rendezvous point on Hill
502+ A patrol base was ocoupiecd in the vicinity of ATBT2626,

Company Bwported at 0030H, that a V¢ had thrown two hand grenades
at & position located in the vicinity of AT951688. One Marine was
wounded as a result of this incident, but was not evacuatoed.

25 fwg 65

Company A (=) dispatched the lst Platoon to the vicinity of
ATB65628 and the 3d platoon to the vicinity of ATB79625 in an attempt
to locate a trail leading toward FHill 502, Simultaneously, the 24
Platoon departed its patrol base and sttempted %o locate a trail to
Hill 502, Both Company A {-) and the 2d Platoon units found it
impossible to reach their rendezvous point. However, Company A (-)
discovered soveral spider traps, slecping msts, artisles of discarded
¢lothing and other signs the area was being used by the VO as a way
stations The Company was heli-lifted back to the company defensive
area at 1630H, without inci‘ent,

Company B rcported that two VC had fired weveral rounds of small
arms fire at their rosition at approximately 0300H, in the vicinity
of AT953687. The fire was returned, resulting in one confirmed VC
wounded,

There was no further cnemy activity reported this date.

26 Mg 69

No significant operations were conducted within the battalion's
TAOR T his date,

Ambushes, local security patrols, and listening posts were manned
forward of tho front lines.

Harragsing and Interdiction fires were delivered by artillery
throughout the TAOR.

The Marine Iiaison Officer at HIEU DUC District Headquarterg
reported a Regional Forece patrol engaged in an exchange of fire at

1700H in the vicinity of AT93%686., The VG withdrew under fire from
the patrol.

PR

There was no further ememy activity reported this date,

IIT-13 SURE (1)
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There were no significant activities conducted this date.

The Begimental Commander vigited the Command Post and conferred with
the Battzlion Commander,

The Marine Liaison Officer at HIEU DUC District Headquarters reported
possible VC mining activity on the rosd in the vicinity of AT943687, A
gubsequent check of the area met with negative results,

No further enemy activity was reported this date,

Harrassing and interdiction fives were delivered thvoughout the
battalion's TAOR this date,

28 Aug 65

No significant operations were conducted this date,

At 0421H, Company B reported an unknown number of VC were engaged
with ARVN forces at the west end of HOA CAM Range, near the vicinity of
AT961719., Rownds from ARVN Troops were reported impacting in the B
Company Area, At 0BOOH, it was revealed through investigation that the
reporfed ARVN and VC engagement was without foundation. Tt was assumed
the shooting was initisted when an ARVN soldier accidently detonated a
hand grenade,

At 1115H, the 3d Platoon of Company D was Placed on an alert gtatug
for helicopter movement to the village of €40 SUNG (1) (vicinity AT880696),
where several VC had been observed by a reconmnaissance patrol. At 1325H,
the 3d Platoon of Company D was releassed from standby status by Regimental

"‘3-

Artillexy harrassing and interdiction fires continued to saturate the
battalion's TAOR throughout this date,

The forward Party of the ist Battalion, 1st Marines, and its Command ing
Officer arrived thig date. Briefings and familiarization tours werc
conducted by the Executive Staff and the Company Commanders,

ITI-14 ENCIOSURS (1)
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it slgnificent operations were held within the battalion's
TAOR this date,

Elements of the lst Battalion, 1lst Marines commenced
arriving at this battalion's positiong,

Company B of the 3d Marines revorted all of Company B
of the 1lst Marines had arrived at 1450H.

Compmy C of the 3d Marines reported all of Company C
of the 18t Marines, less the ship's platocn, had arrived

Company D of the 3d Marines reported all of Company D
of the lst Marines had arrived at 1605H,

Company A of the 34 lMarines reported all of Company A
of the lat Marines, less an eight man working party, had
arrived at 1650H.

As of 1900H, 754 of H&S Company, lst Marines arrived
at the command post, with the remaining elements expected
tomorrow,

kbl

Thie battalion commenced staging vehicles and sguipment
at Monument Beach, and contihued preparationg for loading
sl ip s

Intelligence repor ted a suspected VO battalion had
becn observed in the vicinity of 47885717, at 1505H,
Artillery saturated this area with HaI fires which continued
throughout the night.

. No further enemy activity was reported within the
E battalion's TAOR his date,

50 Aug 65

Continued to stage vehicles and equipment at Museum

Beach (vicinity BT033767) in preparation for loading aboard
the USS BAYFIELD (APA 33),

It was reported at 1020H, that approximtely twenty VC
had fired at a helicopter in the vicinity of AT888708, A
request for aerial cbservation of this area for the adjustment
of artillery fire was subsequently denied by Regimental
Headquarters.

The Company Commander of Company B, while on o helicopter

III~15 ENGLOSURE (1)
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T revommaisgance reported observing approxinmately twenty persons

noving north from AT916659., All persons were obgserved carrying
gear, however the nature of thig equiprient could not be deter-

nined. This sighting occured at 1020H,

Company D, lst Battalion, lst Morines departed on a famil-
iarization patrol with membors of Conpany D, lst Battalion,
3d Marines at 1100H. The patrol was conducted with negative
eneny contact and returned to the company area at 1730H,

At 1145H, the lst Platoon of Company B, lst Battalion,
1lst Marines departed on a fruiliarization patrol of the area
forward of its lines. Menbers of Company B, 34 Marines
acconpanied the patrol in an advisory role. There were no enemy
contacted during the conduct of this patrol. The patrel yeturned
to its conmpany area at 1625H,

The Battalion Commander of lst Battalion, 3d Marines and the
Battalion Cormander of lst Battalion, 1lst Marines viasited the
village in the vicinity of AT947701 at 1630H, in connection
with thc "People to People" progran. While touring the village,
three wounded wonen were discovered and evacunted to the Aid
Station of Company B. The interpretor, accompanying the party,
stated the women claimed to have been wounded by an armed Army
helicopter,

At 1820H, Company & of the lst YMarines, acconpanied by

i personnel of Company 4 of the 3rd Marines, departed on a

B familiarization patrol. Sguad sized ambushes were eatablished
1 along the patrol route in the vicinity of AT898738, AT900732,
AT903725, AT915736, AT915730, 4T914723, AT923738, and AT928734.
The last ambush site was reported established at 2155H.,

Conpany B reported they had shot and wounded a VG suspect
at 1826H, in the vicinity of 4T948684, The VC was shot by
personnel of the 2nd Platoon, Company B, 1lst Marines. The VC
was subsequently evocuated by hellcopter.

e

R T T T

There was no further eneny activity reported this date.

31 _4ug 65

The Cormand Post of the 1lst Battalion, 3rd Marines was
¢losed at OB00H, this date. The command shifted to USS
BAYFIELD for departure from the Republic of Vietnan.
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(3} Trovids sesurity Tank Co (=) (Fedn) retwrn to CF on D 4+ 1 days
LSocrdinatine Insbauotions.
{1} Zedwwr, COFO0H.

(2) Dodag, 2 g €5, ' ; :
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(3} Avvactments sifectivs 011000
{4% & mam heli-tesmo. :
{5) Ceution all troops to be alert for duds, mines sad heohy txapse

4, ADVINISTRATICT AWD IDGIOTICT. Wo ohanpe.

5. QOVMAND AND QOMMUNIDATIORS.

B

Ba

ABFETES:

(1) Callsans sad frsgquencies will be in socoxdauss v ith referance {t)e
{2) mita in paragezph %, vi:.ll sntor Pa Tao ot ab T2 BOURS.

Coamnnd pozto,

{1} 2at Bm, 34 Mer FOar. o 0 s F5072%
(2} st Bn, 32 Mar (Cud Grp) D-d6Fo.e.96163%, D + 1 doy with Co A&,

{1} Pyroteshnic and Brevity Code w31l be in accordanss vith current
Ba Bravity Code,

{2) I the event of loss of communicationa on Jompauy Tae, er Pn Tec Hots,
artill vy, aiyr] mortars, or albsached wnit redio nobs will be uwtilized.

{2} Authomticstion will be dvawn snd waed by all wiiise
{4) A1 vniss will dvew & 27653 gapply of batboriloss
{1} Altnched Tank nlatoon #1111 susrd P Tao Nok.

oY GdMZH‘TD OF LIBULSH T COICNEL L NAGAW
EOBER? Jo LYONS
Hajor, U, 3, lhwime Corpe
Executive OFfftaess

A = Oparalion Orerlay

B - Skebch of River Swesp piF

OFFICIAL:

Cansain,

B, 1

Yo Se Marine Govpe
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1st Bn, 33 Mar e
33 MarDiv (Rein), ¥MF

- DA NANG, RVN

e 072000 Aug 1965

opera.tmnai Sunnnary to Opera‘blon Ordex 330-65 (-3 Aug 1965)

(a) Map: INDOCHTNA, 1: 150,000, AMS L701, Sheets
76659 III and 6658 IV ,

Operation Order 328-65 1

) Intelligence Beport dtd 101200H Aug 65

Encl: (1) Operation Overlay to Operatlon Ord.er 33M5
Time Zones H

1, PLMTNING. On 29 July the Regimen®al S~3 issued a warning

o2der for an initial plan which conceived a search and destroy
pperation in the area of NUI DAT SON utilizing two companies

L from the Battalion with one reconnaissance ‘company atbached,

v Based on this plan missions were agsigned to Companies A and

) C and thd Reconnaissance Company for Z August, with a maximum
avimnb:.llty of hellcoPters. Extenswe helicopter recomaissance
was conductéd for tentative IZ%s by the Battalion Commander,
S-3 and Se?2,

On 30 July $he concept of operatlons was altered to include
-2 jeint U,8, - ARVN search and destroy mission along the
SONG YEN River and the immediazté eutlying villages as depicted
oh the overlay to reference (b), Firiendly forces included
- the 34 Battalion, 4th Regiment, 2d Division from the ARVN,
--=. - --=the 33 Reeormaiseance Batta.lion (~), and an additional company
e s from the 1st Battallon, 3d Marines (Company B was added), ‘ !

g T The ARV,N forcos were aeszgned -bhe eastem sector as the:_r

; " urez af responsibility, east of the SONG BAU XAU Rivere

'The e _%d Recormmaissance Battalion was assigned a western . i
of respons:.b:.lity, west of the _BONG YEN Rivers

The plan then called. for the lst Bat'ba.lion, 3d Msrlnes to
- “$onduct seaxch and destroy operations in its assigned area

Bf responsibility for a 48-hour period, with the mission

of killing or caphuring-all VG -encountered, apprehending

21l males pf-wmilitar- agey destmying all enemy fortifications,
and. Capturlng all materials

He’.[wopter reconnaigsance for I7!'g and constant study of map
aerial photos then ensued, The concept required the landing
ot 6L 3 reinforced companies and a Battalion Command Gmup in
wm.mWeed LZ YELLW in. the €8 9561.
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From the aerial piovhe, the villages in tha Battaiion's area |
of responsihility were “ivided into a series of © ohjectires.
These cordoned objentiveg were splitup and assigned to each
of the 3 rifle compznies In ¥their respective Zonos of action
along their dérection of advance to the north,

Prior to the operations; a briefing and ground recomnaissance
was conducted for a representative from the 3d Battalion,

. 4th Marines who providad 6ne Y1) riflc company to man the
FEBA during the operation,

With the planning completed, and missions assignedj I~hour
was set fpr OTOOH,and pigey, & August 1965.

2. EXCUTTON,

as Lending and Southwost Sweep: Dedays At Hehour 0630H,
Tecomaissance Batlalion (~) randed in 2 IZ's west of the
: SONG YEN River. At I~hour “omuany C was heli-lifGed
£ into IZ YELLOW, -One platoon =mecaceé the 17 for Companies
B & A and the Battalirn and Regimontal Command Groups
which followed,

Upon landing, Company C dispatched 2 platoons, to Hill 55
to survey the ARPN landing at L + 2, Meanthile, at I-hour,
the Tank/IVT column’with the Flame Scction from

Company as sceurity, proceeded to s rendegvous point
at Hill 41 ’ k

After completing the landing, Compeny G swept soutlwegt

on the west side of the SONG BAU XAU River abreast of the
ARVN forces on the eastern side; to Hill 47, vicinity

DUC XY (2). Upon completion of the sweep Company C
returned to Hill 55 to establish defensive positions. ’
Thoy thoen .comimoted a-sweep in the vicinity of THAI CAM (3).
One platoon conducted the sweep and received heoavy sniper

fire, Fire was returned and Ug-1mt i
the 70 fime E=1E's called in fo suppress

Companies A and B abreast mlszp
rea, o-swspt to the southwost
to ’she.SONC‘.!PAI IT(}HIA River, Company B swreping (HAU SON
(3)y HiN 42, ar® gurres vobd, Cezpany A sweoping CHAUsON (19,

The search and ¢lear operations to the southwest were
completed at 027800F whereupon the companies e¢stablishod
defensive proimeters, o¢cupyiug the actual positions
ugder cover of darknogs, Co:r;pany A was located at
960620; ith the Babtelion Conmand Group, Compahy B at

" 964640, and Company C on Hill 55, ) .

2
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be Search and Destroy: D + 1, With 3 companies abreast, final
vreparations werc m.de for the search and destroy operations
to the norsh, Compary A was assigned objectives 1, 3, 57 and
7 along the eastern btank of the SONY YEN River; Company D
was sssigned objective 2, 4; and’6, and Company B, objectives
8 end 9 on the riverfs western bank, See Enclosure (1)

In thgt Company Bls objectives were on the eppobBite side

,of the river it was necessary to plan for a rapid heli-lift

t¢ that side, Prior to lifting B, Company A secured objective
1; then moved to a linklmp point at 950620 to juncture with
Company B, The heli-1ift of Company B to theopposite side of
the river wes complcted at 030645H.

Oompany B then linked up with tenks and was given the additional
mission of scarching DONG PHU (3)¢ Meanwhile, Company A
supported Compeny Cls seizure of objective 2 (XUAN DIEM (1))
from its positions at 950630,

The syccess of the search and destroy operations was dependent
tipoh the deliberate cordoning of coch individual village and
a continuous alignment of companics in order to allow no
exposed flanks, —

Accordingly, Company A secured cbjective 3 at LE SON (5) and
Company B secured the southern portion of objective 8

(BHU SON (4)), staying abreast of Compeny A on the opposite
bark of the river.

Company C then proceecded to secure objective 4, IE SON (3),
at which time Company A secured objective 5 and Company B
comp](.ei):ed objective 8 and a popfion of objective 9 at PHU
SON (2).

After Company C secured objective 6 all 3 companies weye still
on line along GI 65 from west to east, with Compemigs B and C
onthe left and right flanks respectively, and Company A in the
middle,

Following A and B up the SONG YEN River was Company D, 34
" %he river's banks. Four (4) VO were killed in the river
and approximately 3.4 large cavcs aestroyed in the weter,

. y

©»  Lift-Qut; D + 1. ' In order to adhere to a 1700H heli-1ift
out of 2 companies, ‘Company ¢ was assigned the mission of

>

locating and securing an 1% in the Vicinity of obicctive 6

which they did by 031600r at 966650,

3
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Company A remained in the vicinity of objective 7 (AM TRACH
(3)) 800 meters south of the dam (limit of advance) at
952658, while Company B proceeded west to Hill 41. Company
B then returned parallel to the main north-south roed

back to its CP, The tanks returned along its predesignated
route.

Company A then proceeded to the I1Z secured by Company Ce

The helicopters arrived earlier than scheduled and necessitated
lifting Company C out first in that Company A had not yet
arrived at the ILZ, During the 1ift sniper fire was being
received from about 100 yards west of the LZ, To avoid
fire, the helicopters were advised %6 break off to the east
on subsequent waves (See paragraph 4,) Companys picked up
the 17 securifty and was then lifted along with the Battalion
Command Group. As the last elements of the Battalion
Command Group were being lifted out a VCC was apprchended
by Company A near the 12, Compeny C sustained 1 WIA during
its 1ift. '

3. RESUILS OF OPERATION,

84”

Company. A'.' Company A was heli-lifted into IZ YELLOW withoub
incident, Resistance was light during the Company'!s initial
sweep to the southwest on D-day, consisting of light sniper
fire from an archway vicinity 947607. Company B wes moving
abreast of Company A's left flank, and because A's extreme
left flank platoon commander had not ascertained B's exact
location, did not return fire, Company B was also receiving
fire at the time as A was moving to effect the liaison with B.

Numerous holes, trenches and f amily bunkers were located in
the villages at 945614, 942610, and 938607, All were searched
and many destroyed, See reference (c).

One (1) seriously wounded VG (apparently as a result of
artillery) was found by the 1lst platoon at 946615 and believed
dyings The 3d platoon captured a VCC at 938607, who had

been flushed from the thick brush and was suffering from &
slight wounds )

Mn extremely sophisticated network of trenches consisting of

a main trenchline with a number of tributaries running off

the main trench was discovered by Company As See reference (c).
One sguad was employed to screen the entire trench line rumnipz
;.10161561;he trail for aspproximately 600 meters terminating at
43606,

The objective at 943607 was @ relatively small hamlet contein-
ing extremely wall constructed bunkers approximately 15
meters from the huts, - Three bunkers were destroyed by the

Engineers, One VCS vas apprehendod at 940604,
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Tl:ere wrs no § urther contact 'bhe evening of D-day as Company
A occupied its defonsive positions at 960620, providing
security for the Battalion and Reglmental Command Groups.

on D1 Company A moved north %o secure Battalion objectivels
1, 3 5, and T, Numerous holes were blown in and around

the villages at 960625, 957630, and 956659. Elaborate tumnels
were discovered in the last village and partially destroyed
with C-4, WP grenades, and frag gronades (most tunnels were
86 well constructed that at least a 5-Ib charge of €-4

was necesgary to effect any appreciable damage). Hales

and tunnels were also destroyéd in and around the villages

at 955644, 957648, and 959654, Anti-helicopter stakes, 20-30
feet high with charges on their tops were discovered at
959651, One VCC was captured s outheast of 968650, Grenades
were discovered in the holes dotting the village at this
point and were destroyed with WP grenades.

Two sniyer vounds wers received from the village at 955636,
Small armey, M~79 and WP 3,5 were dirccted on the hut from
which the fire wmiingtads No snipers were sighteds Directly
behind this hut was a trenehllive running parallel to Company
A's advence along the east bank of the river, a likely

route of escape%ithdrawal.

Company Be Company B landed in IZ YRLLOW at 020730H and
commehced ité southwestern sweep of the villages while ahreast
of Company Ay Approximately 40-50 rounds of fire were
recoived from an estimated 6-8 snipers while approaching

the village at 953608, Light resistence was encountered

in the village after the initial enemy fire was silenced

with 2 heavy volume of return fires One (1) V€ KTA and

1 WIA were garnered during the village sweep, & frag

grenade ignited one hut and small arms Smmmktddtatsulted

in seopn&a.ry exploslons,

There was no further contect until 021730H in the vicinity
of 945595 when one squad of Company B noticed 4 men dressed
in tan clothing running out of a diteh; 3 were armed with
rifles and one with 2 grenadess One man was hit., The
ensuing sweep south met with small arms fire. Fire was
Eﬁgd and contact lost whereupon the company meoved to

On D+1 Company B was heli-lifted from IZ YELIOW to the west
gide of the SONG YEN River, where it linked up with the tanks

and proceeded moutheast to the river, Tanks were used prlmarllyf

to crush bunkers along Bls axis of advance., .In PHU 8€F

;'(5) (°b3e°t1"e 8), houges were found with amall arms amunition. ,
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- Thmerous trails sz tronctes wong.discovered along Blsg

axis of afvengo. TWo 12} V0 were killed at 9466%0 when
smoke wag used cn r hois Trough wnish o V0 was discovered
entcring, In their a’terpl %o caucps they thraw gronaies
befrore being kiiled with small sxras fire, NabeRs corld
8t1ill be heard fron *he hcles, G-4 wos vsed killimz 1 VC.
C-4 w2s used again doszper in the tuamcls Two {2) more VC
with 3 weapons were mecovered as a resulis

Commany C» On Tedsy ot I~hour, Company C landed first in I1Z

YEIZQW securing sane with one (1) platoon, Two platoons
were “eploysd to Zill 55 ewalting the arrival of the ARVN
forcec, AfSer tha ARVN lending Company C continued to
sweep the hill mass in a eanterly direetion finding it
completely void of armyr emplacenments or other signs of V¢
occupationa.

(re platoon then continued thé sweep along the SONG BAV XAU
to the vieinity of DUC KY (2), MNumerous trenchlines (some
covered) were digcovered along the river, A tobtal of 33
bunkers and covered trenches were destroyed by Company C

on Deday with T VCS apprehended Guring the first day's sweep.

Company C established its_defenSiYB perimeter the first night

oh Hill 55 and received occasional sniper fire throughout
the night.

Objectives 2, 4, and 6 were mearched and cleared by Company
who encountered only very light and sporadic sniper fire

¢

during the entire operation, Extensive trenchlines, bunkers,

fighting holes, caves, and tunnels were evident along
Company C's northern axis of advanced

4. COMMANDER!S EVATU.TION, The success of & sweeping operation of

a Battalion sise involving the search of villages, with recormaissance
units, ARVN, tanks and LVI's attached and/or operating in

adjacent areasy is dependent

the
her

L e

arsa anC Its numerous villages.

ial recormcisgsance for tentative LZ's,objectives, and exaet

location of villages, and a continual map Photo study are the
Prerequisitis for an efficient cporation, Through this type
of pre-plenning it was discovared ithab the lceation bf the
#eparate villages lemded thenselives %o = logical series of
individual objectives, They were cordoned o-f accoriingly,
organization of 'villeges IMGo separmhe objectivt onabled ths
w¥weepirg units Yo gauge the swed of thsip wroemomt it

The

coincide with that of =d

flanks,

The concept also called for the three rifle companies to exscute
a deliberate objective to objeclive mission while remainiag
aligned with adjacent units, ani also énable cach to provide
mitually supporting fires if Neelaary.

6
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The execution of the operations required very little flexibility,
On the contrary, the time schedule was seldom off as the actual
sweep met negligible resistance. Positive control of all units
was accomplished through the proper location of the Battalion
Command Group who possessed a commending view of the activity
throughout the entire operation,

The most significant difficulty encountered involved the he licopters
and indicated the necessity for further study into a solution

to insure an efficient tactical landing. The helicopters failed

to land in the proper 12ts (LZ's that were supposedly approved
prior to the operation, after a therough map and photo study and
aeriel recomaissance)s One landing occurred in flooded rice
paddies, and a second missed the 1Z by 1000 meters,

The timing of helialifts is a tactical requirement and any
variance therefrom disrupts a ground unit's scheme of operations ,
a scheme which evolved around a certain pre-established pick-up
time in a eertain L2, in the first place, It is incumbenk

upon the helicopters to oonsult with the ground units on any
ohange of time in that the infantry is gearing its operations
around the time that was originally set. By the helicopters

. &xriving too early when heli-lifting out Companies A and C at

the conclusion of the operation, it wa8 necessary to change

the plans and 1ift Company C out first, Tn that Company ©

was to secure the’ 12 for Company A to be lifted out f irst,

at a certain time, Company A gauged their movement to the LZ
accordingly, Gomsegquently, Company A had not yet arrived in the
17 when the helicopters landed, necessitating the change in plans
to 1lift Company C out first and then Company A. The IZ had to
be secured a second time,

Other problems were encountered which will require g common
understanding between the air and gound in the future, Pre~
operation requests for helicopters are often "approved” for the
infantry's plamning before the squadron itself receives the
Tequest, Commmications between the ground and incoming aircraft
mist be improved to allow both to react to the situation in the
17 and to facilitate the control of the aircraft in'its 1landing,
Helicopters must remain cognigant of the tactical situation

in and around the 17 as per instructions from the ground units.
At the conclusion of the operation such instructions were relayed
to the aircraft requesting they bresk to the east due %o the
sniper fire embmating from the weste These instructions were
relayed to the firgt two aircraft, but apperently not to the
remainder who continued to break off to the weste One (1)

WIA resulted from one round of sniper fire; at the time the
easualty {from Lompany C) wes airborne in the aircrart,

T
SLCRLT
CONFIDENTTAL,
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

k SECRET * o ®

CO L 1014Y,
LS

x 3 e N ki T A

The tanks proved ito be unsutfiable for the flooded rice paddies gnd
broken Serrain characteristic of the area in which this operation
wag concusted, Their spred was reduced and many Hiimep slowed up *~
the progress of the infantry, Flame tenks could therefore n ot

be used effectively because the infantry had already destroyed

all possible targets, The tanks complete unfamiliarity with
terrain and routes also proved to be a serious handicap.

Most of the VC bunkers were extremely sophisticated structures,
the parapets iftrtegrated in some cases with the roots of treess
Bangalore torpedoes could conceivably do a more thorough job

in destroying tunkéesy: where 25-1b charges were otherwise required
on this operation,

During the physicel search of the villages and the river bankg it
became apparsnt that the individual Marine is reluctant to enter.
caves, holes, tunnels, and other possible hiding piaces and
escape routes used by the VC, without direct supervision by hie
superiord, It is a characteristic of most Marines which is
attrituted in part to their ignorance of the proper methods

of searching, including where to look, whet to look for, and

hovw ‘o Ioldfdots, In this, and any operation requiring the search
of villages, the interrogation and investigative methods utilized
by a force of ARVN police, as opposed to ARVN soldiers, proved
to be the most effective and positive means of uncovering the
unknown in a village, with the Merines providing the fire support.

N WIILIAM H, LANAGAN
Lieutenant Colonel, Ue S. Marine Cors
Commanding

f/ y/

G, F. SQUITLACE
Captain, U, S. Marine Coxrps
5=3
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- SLOHET ® qa;..stBn_, 5 ¥ar
' Si"cﬁfr ' 3@ VarDiv (Rein), FIMF
‘ DA, WN
' 101800 Aug 1965

‘Patrol Operational Summavy to Frag Order 23-65 to Operation Order 328-65

Ref: (a) Top: TWDOOHTNA, 1:50;000, AMS 1701, Shects 6659 ITT and 6658 T |
%bg Operation Order 328-65

Time Zone: H

1. OQPERATION IN GENERAL

a. Route - As planned in Pragmentany Order 23-65 to reference (b)
-and as noted in this report and the Intelligence Report dated
1018008 Aug 1965,

b. Period Covered - 032100 to 0&18}901&.

€. Company D, with 3 platoons 'J:_gihi'orce?ﬁ moved off its positionms
along the FEBA af 031900H and proceeded along its predesignated
toute across the SONG TUY I0AN River and then south to the village
of KHUONG MY (2) to conduct search and clear operations for a
period of about 48-hours,

The company occupied positions south of Hill 39 (@S 9070) hy
040315H outside KHUONG MY (2), with 2 platoons to the north
and 1 platoon on the western highground vicinity 905694

I accordance with the concept of operations a composite ARVN
force (approximately 30 personmnel) was then heli~lifted into an
LZ northwest of the village sirmltaneous with Company D's movement
to form a cordon around the village within its bordering treo-
1ines,

LG (A L

T

KHIONG MY (2) was virtually surrounpded when the security fire
team from Company D, the Company CP group, and the ARVN investigo~
tion team entered the village to cowmence the house to house search.

Mumerous tumels, sophisticated caves, fighting holes, and
¢laborate family shelters were discovered throughent the village.
Evidenece of strong family ties and relationshing with the V¢
soldiers were uncovered through thorough' interrogation of local
villagers, relatives, and other suspects, and a detailed senrch of
the village itseclf. '

One (1) VC WIA and 4 KIA's resulted from the operation, The
Company returned to its area by 041800H,
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- 7 TJF"EA;@ SYNOPSIS, Company D crossed the SONG TUY IOAN River at
930712, Move was deliberately slow to avogdeines, TUpon crosse
ing the rivezigs barking disclosed the ConjNifs movement momentarily,

-

; but suldided once the company continued south.

E S

«b7d At 040315H e company occupied positions west and north of X (
EﬁET t 040315H, the company ied positi t and north of KHUONG

E MY (2) on the surrounding highground overlooking the village,

At C40715H, the composite AIVN force landed in an IZ at 907698 as

the 3 platoons of Company D corverged on the village to occupy positions
to its west, north, sxd south-southwast within the troelines and -
lowground ringing KHUONG MY (2).

The search of the village commenced’ at 040745H, with one (1) fire

tcam as security, the Command Group, and the ARVH investigation tecams,

Intelligence items (subsequently turned in to the 3d Marines) were
uncovered in holes near a couple of muts (ne VG wos .Tired at and
wounded during an attempt to cscape through a drainage turnnel in the
3d platcon's positions east of the village. He was later capturcd
at 041000H in the treeline and detormirsd to be a courier and Ve
squad leader residing in the villege, -~

fdditional searching and probing ascertained the possible presence of
VC in a hole who was boing harbored. by a femily in the village.

An arms cache was discovered in a lsrge hols, sonrainirg a wooden
inserd which fit snuggly in the hole itsel? ond had a romovable
camoulaged 1id, (See Intclligence Zopors).
At 041400H, the 1lst platoon, north of the village, received carbine
and automatic weapons fire. The ARVN yelled a warning to the Marines
that "377C" were in the area.

In the vicinity of 913603, 2 additional rounds worc réceived and the
VC observed running imbo o hole at the base of a trecs The covering
of the hole was intermingled in the roots of the trec w ith small firing
ports in the hole itself, After an initial warning by the ARVN, 2
grenedes were throvm into the spiral-shaped cave killing 3 VG.

Two (2) VC were purported to be in another fanily underground shelber,
Mter uncovering the large hole, an additional; but smaller hole

was discovered leading down to what v-a. ~ontly on escape alcove,
(See Mmtelligence Report)e Ono ghencés=es soisel iabo She deeper
hole and a secondary cxplosion occurmid, bolicved to be the rosult of
onc of the VO's futile attempts to tods _a grenede out of the hole

at the same time, Ome VC squad leader (ascoriainad by sight, personal
papers, and ID) was rocovered along with 3 rifles, Tt is bslicved
the sccondary explosion buried the second VG,

Tl:xe detailed search of the villages continued with the ARVN investiga~
tion teams interrogating all males, 4 rajority of the homes included
family shelters with caches of timber, apparently for shoring tumnels,

Lo AR
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CCTIANTER!'S EVALJATION. The concept of cordonga village ig an
S FooLive moans of insuring positive results when conducting a searoh,
in that the possibility of escapc by eny VC in the village is negated
by the tight perimeter surrounding it Additionally, the investigation
arnd interrogation of Ihe inhabitants and their homes is moxre pro-
fessionally executed by & forae of ARVIT police, such a task being tn~
farriibar to the individunl Marine, - , -

KEUONG MY (2) was ideally situated for just such a cordon. The
surrounding highground smd shrubbery was just far cnough from the village
to conceal thr company cnce it occupied these positions at night, and

close enough to allow the cordoning force to rapidly converge on

and surround the village without loss of surprisc at deybreaks

On this operation, as on any cordoning operaticn, it was neccssary

to approack the villnge from as rany directions as possible; keeping
the converging units out of the village until daybreake The only

exi’ from KEUONG MY (2) was o the west, which was effecively blocked
by onc platoon. The village itsclf was split by Jpromirent rice paddies
and was surrounded on its ofher sides by open fitlds.

As the ARVN bogan landing by helicopter, and the Marine units began
surrounding the village and tightening ¥he perimetor, the inhabitants
on its outer edge become insighted, and it was obvious were trying
to relay the warning to the rest of the village., Iy then it was

too late and the clamp was firm.

T+ is believed that the initial stir caused the VC in thé village

to run for fighting holes around the village's porimcters Their
offectiveness was subsequently negated when the Inrincs too. took’

up positions over and around the scme holes. Caught by surprise,

the VGis orly alternatives were o0 remain in the holes, or attempt an
cscape to amncther hole or shelter within the villoge itself. Either
alternative could oniy result in their caplure.

It is worthy to note that the family shelters werc never actually
utilized by the families themselves, even during the fire fighting,
Two reasons for this ave possible: (1) ‘Because this village was not
prepped by artillery prior to the search, but instecad was occupicd
through surprise, the familieg had n: roed to usc the shelter; or

(2) with or without artillery prop fircs, families refused to go
into the holes, by now already occupizi by the V0. The scdond
reason possibly substantiated +thé  clcse family ties and obligation
to protect the VG, vho were in fact, relavives as well.

The success of such an operation depcnds upon the clement of surprise
and a thorough and professional scarch, Not all villages lend them-
selves Yo an effective cordon.

WILLIAM H, LAWAGAN
Lieutenant Colonel, U, S. Marine Corps

, Commanding
~OFRICTAL: .
K % "-,\ \i"‘,;x_' e '/1‘,::/._
1 Fe Fo TQUILLACE ' orpDr
Captain, Us S. Marine Corps “*&EﬂkT
53 ,, . 3 . CONFIDBNTTAL
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coNrIpENT 1AL,
‘. 1st Bn, 34 Mar
34 MarDiv (Bein), TMF

DA NANG N
;_081630 Aug 1965

Y Gporational Sammary to Frag Order 54265 to Operstion Order
.:?528—65 (1st Platoon, Compa.ny A)

(aa) gap- INDOCHm\, 1;50 ooo, Ans L%i Sheets 6659 III and
. 6658 TV

) Operation Order 328465

Time tébne "

Route As plazme& in Fragmentary Order 24-65 to referenee
F‘o)”é:nd as noted in this report and the Intelligence Report

ed 081630]1 Aug 1965.,

Poriod Covered -'061600H“3£3 o 071800E,

L The 415t Pla,toon, Company A conducted gearch and ¢lear

"~ ‘Gpefations in the village of TAN AN PHUONG, ubtilizing an
RN mterroga{: ion team during the search, The platoon

“Wmined in a patrol base the first night (vieinity of

“BJIIH THAI) and conducted the search the following day.

: A’gel1 :lgence information wad gathered, but there

us shgence of VC actlvity. No enemy contact

2, 'DETAILF‘D SYNOPSIS. Tﬁe 15t Blatoon of Coﬁpany Adeparted its
Uampa,ny area, at 061700H, proceeding along its prescribed route
to the village of BINH THAI. The platoon's base camp was

iAt 0705005 the platoon continued along its route north to TAN
:ANAPHUONG, arriving at 0706303 without incident, One fire team
__tergd ‘the v111age for a aursory reqpnnalssance, while the platoon's

,,‘?the exception of & few elderly men, A (Hétaile& search of the
«-village was ccnducted once th_e T;lockn}g foree was in position.
m the v:Lllagers at f;his time,

£l f_V“

‘bﬁa Hﬁ"ﬂ DUC District Haadquar’c_ers. ] Extensive interrogat:.on of

4he villagers ensued and mpnvtant infoymation regarding VO
movenents and operations in and arpund TAN AN PHUONG was &
gathored (See Intelligence Report)e -
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The patrol returned to the company area by 071800H without
incident,

3s COMVANDER!S EVALUATIONs The effeotiveness of a professional
interrogation team again proved to e a more efficidut meaus
of uncovering inteliigence information in a village, Thae in=
dividunk Marine's reluctance to investigate holes, caves, and
tumels, and their inability to commmicate intelligibly with
the local villagers, failg ©o0 obtain the same informa’ion,

In order to accomplish a detailed search of a village, constant
supervision by unit leaders is necossary, In addition, the
interrogation of the villagers ie more effectively accomplished
thorough the use of ARVN interrogation teams or police,

TAN AN PHUONG lends itself to an effective cordon if properly
execvted, The svrrounding terrzin overlooking the village provides
the nocessary concealment during night and allcws the cordon to

be established at dgybreak without 1losing the element of surprise,
The absence of VC activity om shis craration, however, negated

an effective appraisal of the effecte gsuch a cordon might have.

WILLIAM H, LANAGAW
Lieutenant Colonel, U, S. Merine Corps
Commanding

OFFICTAL:
e T /
3. P. SQ OB

/
4
I

Captain, U. S, Marine Coi;és
S=3
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Ist Bn, 34 Yar . .
3¢ MarDiv (Rein),
081000 Ang 1965

Patrol Operational Summary to Frag 0:‘&5325:65 ﬁo(!pemticn Order %28-C,
(1st Pratoon, Company B)

Ref: (a) Mep: INDOCEDVA, 1:50,000, AMS 5701, Sheets 6659 TIT and 6655 I
(v) Oi;eratian:_Ord.er _',’éZB-GS ,

Time Zones HOTEL

1

1, OPERATION IN GENERAL,

8o Rou'Ee - 4s :pllanned inFragmentaryol.:Cier 25-65 .Atdb..reference (v
and sz noted 'in this report and in Intelligence Report dated
081000H Aug 1965, °

b, Period Covered - 061000H to 071730H,

¢y “The lst Platoon, Company B with 3.tanks proceeded along its
Irescribed route south of the SONG TUY IOAN River to search
out end déstroy feported VO caves and tunmels in the vicinity
of CAO SUNG (1), and to conduct other counter-guerrilla operations
“for = S~hour period, : . co

’-ghe -0bactive was secured utilizing a coordim ted tank-infantry .
gttack on & convayging axis, There was no enemy.résistance.

The ensuing search of the objective, likewise, failed to confirm
the presence of the caves or tunnels,

Eﬁe rlatoon withtHe tanks established & base camp and ambushos
'® Fiv8% night' in the vicinity south of Hill 112, There was
ho enemy cotitact, - . '

g;l,e'g@ tanks directed f#ss-,pn Hill 502 the following day.
Ttillory was also fired on approximately 20 VO sighbed moving
west on the trail south of Hill 92, . 4 subsequent search-of the

impact ares produced negative results with the exception of
Some small VC "hooches" which were then burned,

'The patrol returned.to the CP. by OT1730E with negative contact.
o, N . .
DETATIED SYNOBSIS, THe patrol deperted :fts CP (9657C7) e+ 0610171

embarked on 2 flame tanks and 1 ishi :
mbarxed on e Ganks and 1 gun tank, accomplishing the move to
vicinity 906685 (moNe RIxH (2)) in 55 m_ﬁ'mte,s. .

RV Y /. - B
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Phe mission called for searching and destroying reported caves
and tummels located in the viczunity of CAO SUNG (1) (876692)
(See Inteliigence Repor‘s), Two squads proceeded on foot

west along the stream bed at 899682 at 061140H while one squad
remained with the tarks at 905685, A reinforced fire team moved
west along the crest of Hill 1i2, .

At approximately 061250H the tanks with the 1 squad of

infantry embarked, proceeded along a northern route for the ohjective
area, traveling at egpeeds of 25 MPH, The infantry and tanks
converged on the objective area simultaneously at 061255H, There
was a noticeable absence of VC activity. A thorough search failed
o diseclose the caves or tumels,

(ne squad searched the area from 879693 to 876689, 4 second
squad searched the area from 881687 to 872689, with one squad
remaining as security for the tanks immediately south of

00 SUNG (1)e Scout swimmers also reconnoitered the rivers
for underwakbo caves with negative results.

The platoon established its base camp that night southwest
of Hill 112 with a squad-sized ambush at 882683, There was no
sontact throughout the night.

A% O70800H, 2 squads (~) with one flame tank commenced a search
of Hill 112, The flame tanks were employed along the Hill 112
ridgeline, directing fire at targets located in the Hill 112
ticini‘ty.

One reinforced fire tocam with fhe gun tahk took up firing
positions at 873694 where the tank directed 25 rounds of HE
and WP on Hi1ll 502,

An OP at 884687 sighted approximately 20 VC (071010H) moving
rapidily west along the trail at 880673, The VC were carrying
rifles or "earrying sticks", the distance and momentary sight-
ing precluding en acecurate determination, Thirty (30) rounds
of artillery were directed along the VC's suspected route of
movement southwest of Hill 92, Artillery impacted at 877674,
872675’ and 8656750 ‘ .

With two tanks and 2 infantry squads a search was conducted
of the impsct areas with negative results, Some similance of
a VC Base Camp was located at 875681, Two (2) small "hoocheg"
vere destroyed by burning.

A thorough search commenced in the vicinity of 880676 with negative
results, The platoon xeturned without further incident at 0T1730H.

2
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COMMANDER'S EVAITATION, The erployment of the tanks during
Yhis operation o Anvalonbise  oreed was he primary advantage
as evidzread vy “he petrclle mrrement Torm its Compeny Cp to the
dismovel podns (a Clstance of approvimetely 7000 meters) in 55
minutes, and again on the rel~ra roube {while breaking new

trails) in one aovr and 20 rizutes,

Emba~king the infantry sboaril the tarks resulted in a fregh and
well rosted wait a% thair destination, The efficiency of the
infa.iry wae thereby “ncrersed once it commenced the actnal
geexch ard Cesiroy orerations.

Imediate firs power was aleo available to the infantry
commander to counter any resistance of the enemy with a minimum
loss of time,

The only difficulty enccun®ared with the tanks occurred on two
occagions when their btreeds wers thrown and required time for
Yepadle Security bad to e mwovided for a damaged tank and in
a fast-moving sitvation wonld have desn.s definite handicap.

Breaking new vrails createl minor difficulties. Ten (10)
minutes of pricr raconngissance by the infantry over possible
routes can eliminate a couple hours of difficulty that would
otherwise be encounberad with the tanks.

Rivers are the main ohstrcle for tanks when cutiing new trails.
Again, prior recomnaissance by tle infantry for points of entry
and exit on the river banks, or the use of a blade tank

to level the banks would allev’ate this problem,

The absence of VC activity during this operation, and the appearance
of extersive overgrowth over heretofor well-used treils, is a
positive indire’ion that the HRT fires previously employed
throughout thi. area hag severiy interdicted the VC's movement,

WILLIAM H, LANAGAIT
Lieutenght Colonel, U, S, Marine Corps
Commanding

OFFICIAL:

f w—.ﬁ‘)a-"

///

e »//J/i

-7 6. P, sQRILTACE
Captain, U, S. Marine Corps
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1st Bn, 34 Mar - -
54 MarDiv (Rein), FWF
DA NANG, RVE

132000 Aug 1965

Patrol Operdtional Summary to Frag Order 26-65 to Operation Order
328-65 (Company D (<))

Ref: (a) Maps TNDOCHINA, 1:50,000, AMS I701, Shests 6658 TV and
.~ 6659 11T .
(_b) Operation Order %28+65

Time Zone:s H :

1. QPERATION IN CENERAL.

é, Route -~ Ae planned in Fragmentary Order 26«65 to reference
~ '(b); and as noted in this report and the Intelligence Report
dated $32030H Aug 19654

by Feriod Covered - 111T00H to 1%1500H,

.¢, Company D (-), with 2 platoons reinforced, was heli-lifted
to an LZ on the southern mcst highground of the Battaliont's
TAOR in the vicinity of Hill 419 the evening of 1l Auguste

Previous patrolling in this highground disclosed the
presence of a VC Medium-level Cadre Training Camp in the
vicinity of 829632, Company D's mission was to search out
and destroy the camp and return by helicopter.

The patrol encountered 3 V¢ while moving alone the Hill 419
ridgeline, and killed 2 with smallams fire, A heli-
evacuation of the VC KIA's was conducted later that evening,

The patrol continued along its prescribed route the following
morning towards Hill 722, Various approaches to the suspected
location of the VO Camp were taken without success, The
patrol returned to its original base camp, encountering

2 VC along the way. OSmall arms fire ensued; 1 VC was knocked
down, but both menaged to escape, '

Routes and trails were reconnoitered the following day with
negative results., The patrol was heli-lifted back to its
CP area at 13%1500H, '

2. DETAILED SYNOPSTS, At 111700H the lgt and 3d platorn of Company
D were heli-lifted into an LZ located at 871626, immediately
- east of Hill 419, One squad with o section of 60mm mortars and
a réadio relay team was stationed on Hill 419 as the remainder
of the Company (-) procesfed west along its designated route,

CONFIDENTTAL
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A trail at 871628 was picked up and foiioWed by the patrol
along t he ridgeline toward Hill 722, The 34 platoon 1ud the
colum, followed by the CP group, and the lst platoon.

At 861623, 3 VC were sighted {(imarmed, with no equipment) moving
west along the frail. The patrolls point whistled and the VC
began running, Small arms fired killed one and wounded one
(later died), The third VC escaped. A medical evacuation

was completed at 111900H. Subsequent reports revealed the 2

VC KTA's to be recent recruits of the VCs (See Intelligence
Report ),

To avoid the consoquenées of possibly being observed during
the aforementioned encounter, the Company (-) pulled back
to 86162% for the night., Therc was no further enemy contacte

At 120530 the patrol contiruzd along its route to 843616
(northeast of Hill 722). A% that point the patrol proceeded
west across the stresmbedy picked up & northwest trail across the
creek to 839628. The trail foiked in a southwesterly direction
up the mountaine This trail was traversed for approximately
200 meters, Finding no accessible approaches to the VC Camp,
the patrol recturned to Hil. 49,

Meanwhile, at 121500H, an OP with the radio relay feam on Hill
419 sighted 2 VC at 869627 approximately 400 meters away, moving
easte M-79 ané small arms fire nocked both VC down, One
recovered aud contimued to run, but returned long enough to
retrieve the one still Lying on the ground, Both escaped,

4 search of the area met with negative results.

- The Company (~) cstablished a defensive perimeter for the night

of 12 August a’ 868626.

At 1311000 e squad~size ratrol comdueted a search of the ares
for trails, routes, and any evidence of 'V movement north and
west of the patrol base, with negative results,

The Comnany (-) returned by halicopter at 131500H.

COMMANDER'S EVATUATION. Due tc additional commitments and
requirements placed myon the Bettalion, this particular operation
was delayed for a considerable period of time, The last delay
was caused by “he squadron's disapproval of the "approved" 17 and
Tequired more air recomnaissance for an alternate.

?onsequently, the 2 p]@ioons ofVCompanyiB were heli-lifted
into an L7 in ths visinity of Fill 419 approximately 3000
meters south of btnc oiiginally plamned location,

CONFIDINTTAL
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The patrcl then had to pursue’ ar approach to the V¢ Basec Camp
from a Southcastern direction, asconding along formidable
terrain, and through extremely ihick vegetation, In effect,
this spproach necessitatcd searching for the VG Camp through
the "backdoor", rather than from above on higher terrain as
originally planned.

Scaling the mountains from the southeast slowed the movement
considerably. The unfamiliar approaches failed to lead to the
camp. Precious time was consumed reconndoitering possible trails,
Water was scarce and resupply impossible; Under these conditions
the V¢ Camp corld not be located, »

: WILLTAM H, LANAGAN
Liesutenant Colonely U, S. Marine Corps
Command ing

QFFICIAL:
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lst Bn, 3d Mar -
3d MarDiv (Rein), FMF
DA NANG, FVN
. 140800 Aug 1965
Patrol Operational Summery to Frag Order 27-65 to Operation Order
328-65 (Company B (=))

Ref: (a) Ié’l’gp: INDOCHINA, 1:50,000, AMS L701, Sheets 6658 IV and
- 6639 IIT
(v) Operation Order 328-65

Time Zone: H

1. Qp *I o L

ae Route =~ As plamed in Fragmentary Order 27-65 to reference
(b), and as noted on this report and the Intelligence Report
dated 140800H sug 1965.

b, Poriod Covered - 132100H to 141700H,

| ce. Company B (-) with two platoons (reinforced) conducted
Spérations north of the SONG TUY LOAN River in response

to intelligence reports which indieated the VC wers mining
the road west of TAN AN PHOUNG.

(g

Moving during the hours of darkness, the patrol entered the
village of GIAO TRI (2) early the first morning. Two (2)
WIA's had been sustained earlier as the result of a booby-
trapped gate; sporadic sniper fire was also encountered, bub
gubsided and the evacuation and establishment of the patrol

an- RS

‘base ayround GIAO TRI was completed without further incident.

fn ARVN Tnterrogation Team was helimlifted in the vgcinity of
HOT VUC. Six (6) rounds of small arms fire was received during
the search of Y VUC, There were no casualtics,

After the sweep of HOI VUC the patrol continiied northwest
where the Engineerts (with mine detection equipment) were
heli-lifted in and the ARWYW lifted out, A mine sweep of the
Toad west of TAN AN PHOUNG failed to eonfirm the presence
of any mines.

he Company (~) was heli-lifted back to its CP area &t
141630 H, . )

2, DETATIED SYNOPSIS. The lst and 2d Platoons of Company B embarked
on trucks gt 131900H and proceeded to a dismount point, forward

of Company D's positiona on ihe FERL {vicinity 930715 e

ol A i e s : (T B )~
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At 132100H, under cover of darkness, the patrol proceeded on foot
parallel and north of the SONG TUY IOAN River to the vicinity of
890705 (northwest of GIAO TRI (3)).

Upon continuing the advance toward HOI VUC the patrol encountered
a booby trapped gate vicinity 887706 at 140325H, The booby

trap détonated before the point could actually check the gate
itself. Two (2) WIA's resulted, one serious. Ten (10) rounds
of sporadic sniper fire were recéived shortly thereafter )

and during the medical evacuation. The evacuation was completed
approximately 140410H, : ‘

The Company Bxecutive Officer elected to pull his two platoons
back to GIAO TRI (3) for the remainder of the night instead
of HOT VUC as originally planned,

At T40710H the ARVN Tnterrogation Team was heli-lifted into
an 17 at 888702, The patrol then continued along its route
to HOI VUG, clearing several more gates (none booby trapped)
in the process.

One platoon was positioned south of HOI VUC and one platoon (-)
north of the village, One reinforced squad with the Interrogation
Team commenced s search of HOI VUC, Six (6) rounds of small

arms fire were received upon entering the village, and 8
additional rounds could be heard during the search (possibly
warning shots), There was no contact in the village, nor was

any significant intelligence information gained during the
interrogation. _
After the sweep, the Executive Officer consolidated his forces
and continued along his patrol route to 855712, The Engineers
were heli-lifted in approximately 141330H, at which time the
ARVY were lifted out,

The patrol then proceeded to the road junction at 846718, The
Engineers started mweeping the road for mines from the road
junction to 846725, a distance of approximately 200 meters.
There was negative results, ~
An 1Z was secured at 846723, A recomnaissance patrol was heli-
lifted in for commencement of operations in that area and Company
B (<) wes 1ifted out at 141630H. -

COMMANDER'S EVAIUATTION., According to the more seriocusly wounded
casualty, the booby trarped gate was never opened at the time

the explosion occurreds The two (2) WIA's were preparing to
conduct a routine check of the gate at the time. A subsequent
investigation of the area of the explosion disclosed the presence
of black powder around the resultant hole, but no fragments.

2
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The difficulty of moving at night was increased by the

presence of dogs barking as the patrol neared the villages.

The booby-trap incident also signaled the movement of the
patrol, Tt was for these reasons bthat the commendexr elected to
pull back his unit the first evening,

The use of the Enginesrs and the mine detection equipment proved
both cumbersome and extremely slow, Their use would be more
cconomical and beneficial in a kmown minefisld requiring the
clearing of a passage through the field, rather than on a
well~used rpad where the pregence of mines is unknown,

In that the possibility of the VC employing mines still exists,
trails which have been continmuously used by préevious patrols,
end are obvious routes, should not be utilized. This applies
particularly to the route which extends from 889704, vicinity
GIAO TRI (3), northwest to 846719,

| WILLIAM H, LANAGAN
Lieutenant Colonel, Us S. Marine Corps
‘ Commending

OFFICIAL:

_,." ’ ) /
‘:"‘ -J : ," /1 g
5 , £t

G. F, SQUILLACE
Captain, U. Se Marine Corps
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1st Bn, 3rd Mar

- 3rd MaxrDiv (Rein) FMP
DA WANG, RVN
162000 Lug 1965

Operationsl Summery to Frag Order 28-65 to Operation Ordex 328-65

(Ist and 2nd Platoons of Company C)

Ref: é

Time Zone: H o : -

ag Map: TNDOCHINA; 1:50,000, AMS L701, Sheets 6659 III and 6658 IV
b) Operation Order 328~65 ~ o ,

{. OPERATION IN GENERAL

Be

bi

Cs

Route - As planned in Frag Order 28-65 to reference (b) and as
noted on this report and the Intelligence Report dated 161200H
August 1965,

Period Covered ~ 141015H to 160920H,

Two platoons of Company C and & heavy @ection of tanks conducted
coordinated tank/infantry patrolling south of the SONG TUY LOAN
River in the southwestern sector of the Battalion's TACOR for a
48~hour period,

The 24 plabtoon of Company C, with the section of tanks, jumped off
the first day proceeding south along the lowground immedistely

east of the Hill 270-310 complex to PHOUC NHAW (1). The following
day, a helicopter relief of platoons was conducted, with the 1s%
platoon of Company C relieving the 2nd platoon. The patrol con-
tinued on the predesignated route, north to CAO0 STNG (1) and east ,
to a patrol base vicinity Hill 39. The Patrol returned the folldéwing
morning. ) -

Contact with the enemy was virtually nonexistent with the exception
of sporadic sniper fire recéived by the lst Platoon during the

second day of operations, —

.2, DETAILED SYNOPSIS. At 141015H, the 24 platoon, Company C embarked

aboard a heavy section of tanks vicinity 985747 and proceeded along
its patrol route south across the SONG TUY LOAN River, across country

to

the vicinity of PHOUC NHAN (1) in GS 8966, Movement up %o this

point was extremely slow, the pabtrol arriving approximstely 141700H
(6 hours and 45 minutes travel time)s

Stk
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The tanks were unable to traverse the terrain any further west into
%, the valley: One squad was employed as security for the tanks atb

892667 while the remainder of the platoon conducted a terrain recon-

naissance Of thevdlley south of Hill 310. (See Intelligence Report ).

The platoon occupied its patrol base atb 898660 by 142100H without
incident, There was negative contact that night.

The following morning ab 150730H an 12 was secured vicinity 9096?2{’
The lst platoon was heli-lifted in to relieve the 24 platoon at =+~

150830H.

The patrol continued north along its route to CAO SUNG (1). Between
151145H and 151245H during a stop vieinity 878695, 5 rounds of sniper
fire were received -~ two single shots, and one 3 - round burst from
an automatic weapon. The firing appeared to come from the vicinity
of 878699, though . & subsequent search of this area proved negebive

The patrol occcupied itm patfblls{fe'frpm 142100H to 150600H, vieinity
898660, with negativé enemy contacts

At 160645H, the piat&ah, mounted on tankss received 2 rounds of
sniper fire from vicinity 899703, Fire was returned and the patrol
continued on its roubej returning at 160920H.

3. COMMAYDER'S EVALUATIONy fThe use of the tanks on this particular
operation slowed the moveméht of the pabrols Poth days. This is
attributed in part to the broken nature of the terrain and in part-
to the failure of the tanks to heed the advice of the infantry o
commenders whose familiarity with, and knowledge of the area should
hgve been exploited.

Bresking new trails again proved to be a time-consuming process with
the tanks, particularly over hills covered with dense foliage. The
lead tank in a column managed to breask a trail without too much
difficulty . However, the following tanks appeared to "slip and

slide" initially, off and on the new trail, over a surface of flattened
slick branches end brush, .

The noise of the tanks precluded any surreptitious introduction of
the patrol into the area of operation and may have gecounted for the
absence of any VC activity. On the other hand, their absence may be -
a further testimony to the effectiveness of the artillery's B&I fires,
employed on a nightly basis throughout the TAOR.

, WILLTAM H. LANAGAN
Tieutenant Colonel, U, S. Marine Corps
OFFICTAL: - K Commanding

- _

"G, F. SQUIIDACE -

Cantain. 1. 5. Marine Oormns
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34 MarDiv {(Rein), FMF
DA WAWG, EVN

2603008 Aug 1965

Patrol Operational Stmmcry to Frag Order 30 to Operation Order 328-65
(Company 4)

Ref: (m) Map: TSDOUETEA, 1:50,000, AMS 1701, Sheets 6659 IIT and 6658 IV
b) Operation Urder 328-65

Time Zone:s E : | - -

1. OPERATION I GENAFAL

2e

e

be

Route = As planned in Frag Order 30 to reference (b) znd as
noted on this report and the Intelligence Report dated 261645H

August 1965,
Period Covered - 231600E to 2516%0H,

Three platoons of Company A were heli-lifted into two separate
IZ's in the southwestern sector of the Battalion's TAORfor

the conduct of operations along the Hill 502-310 complex,

Two platoons were heli-lifted to an L7 on Hill 419, with the
commené group, on 23 August, The third platoon was dropped
in the following morning in the vicinity of CA0 SUNG (5).

The concept of operations envisioned the two forces converging
on a rendesvous point vieinity Hill 502, reconnoitering trails,
guerilla base camps, and a VC Medium Cadre Training Camp in

the process, The dense vegetation and absence of any traversille
trails prevented the company from following its prescribed

route, ILikewise, the formidable terrain and scarcity of water
impeded the movement of both units and prevented the execution
of the planned link-ups

Enemy resistance was light throughout the operation. Ome VCC
was avprehended initially on Hill 419, 4 group of 15-20 VO
were also sighted the first evening and f ired upon, but contact
was broken shortly thereafter,

DETATIED SYNOPSIS., Ab 231600H the 1st and 3a Platoons, with the

commarnd group of Company A, were heli-lifted into an 17 vicinity
867626, Hill 419, The two platoons proceeded southwest on the
prescribed route with the lst Platoon leading,

At 231700H, vieinity 867626 (1Z), one VCC was apprehended hiding
in the rocks (See Intelligence Report). After initial interrogation

the VCC was utilized as a guide and turmed over to the 34 Marines
the following day.
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A% 259%3T the Ist platoon observed a group cf 75-20 VO vicinity
851520« The pairol dalivered fire sad 2 TC warce ouzerved fallinge
At 232008EH; vhe pasecl ddscovered MLON. Wwaiiy et the spot whsre
the VC were biken under fire, Imtailigeiace items were also dis-
covered and forwsrdcd to the 38 Marines. (See Inbelligence Report ).

Mvement was exivemely sluw and trails practically nonexigtan’g.
The patrol cceoupled its patwol base by 232C0CE vieinity 862626,
There was rcgniire enemy contact throughout the night.

The follow’nz mo.ming at 240800H the 24 platoon was heli-lifted
into an IZ viciniby 550691 immediately east of CAO sTNG (5).
(Wote: This war % wrong IZ; the proposed 1Z was 1000 meters
southeast in L. viciaity of CA0 SUNG (4)).

Yovement by the 24 Platoon was likewise impossible and water supoly
nonexlistant., Nuzerous ftrails wore ai‘empied boward Hill 502, but

most dissipated ufter 15C meters, By 242000H the 24 Platoon confirmed
its Inability tc resch the rendezvous point and so occupied a pafrol
bage vicinity 849€78., There was negative enemy contact that night

by tlhe 2d Piatoons '

Mearwhile, the 1ot and 3d Platoon found movement (on 24 Augast) along
P11 319 just as discouraging as on the previous day and were,
likewisz, unsvl: to roech the remdezvous point. A vatrol base
was ocvupled at 872626 by 242000H, There was negative enemy conbact,

The folilnwing ac-ming the platoons continued to search the area

for possivle trails, the first platoon vicinity 865629; the 24

blatoon vicinisy 84557%; and the 3d platoon vieinity 879625,

All met with nsgative results and no enemy contact. Numerous

soider trsps; rleeping mats, artioles,of discarded clothing

and obasr signs tha® the cree was being vsed as an overnight ,
way etation; w.re discoversd, . :

The Company was heli-lifted oub at 2516308 and returned to their .
CP area, : ) B P

COMTANCFR'S EVALUATION. The terrain itself was the shle obstacle

to reackiig the randesvous voint on Hill 502 from the northern and
soutnern approaches the’ wore selected, The extremely stecp mountainous
terrain was rendered more formidable by the dense vegetation,

abeetsn of toails, the neab, and a shortsge of accessable water.

Tomamous attompts to locate any similiance of traversible ground
failed, The element of time precluded atiempts to utilize known
trails from other dfvecticzms to Hill 502, which were discovered ,
on pravious yatrols, v
The mission, to locate a northern and southern approach to Hill
532 if, in fact, such reuies did exist, was accomplished in the
sense thet there were no routes,
WILLIAM H, LANAGAN

CFEICTIAL: y Iieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps craneyg
-~ &, F., SOUILLACE

Captain, T, S, Marine Corps CONFIDENTT _
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1stBn, 3d Marines

3d MarDiv (WD), FuF
DA NANG, RVN
101200H Lug 65

Intelligence Report to Operation Order 3%3%0-65

Ref':

e

(a) Map: INDOCHINA 1:50,000 AMS Series L701 Sheets 6659. I
. and 6658 IV
(b) 1s%Bn, 3d Marines Operation Order 330-65

+ le COMPANY A

Route « As planned in reference (b) and as noted in this
reports

TOD - 020700E  TOR - 031900H

Terrain - Reforence (b) accurately depicts the terrain in
the operational area.

Enemy Activity

(1) Negative enemy contact at LZ, coordinates AT960616
upon initial landing at 020800H and 021830H to
03%0730H,

. {(2) 4% coordinates AT946615, lst platoon discovered a VC,
in his early twenties and dressed in green utilities
who had been severely wounded in the chest by fragments
from artlllery preparation flres.

(3) At coordinates AT 949609, 2nd platoon received 2
rounds of sniper fire directed at their position
from an archway at coordinates AT947607, Fire
was not returned becaus: of Company B moving into
bosition on the left flank,

(4) At coordinates AT947607, 2nd platoon obsexved
Company B engaged in a fire flght of short duration.

(5) Hamlets at coordinates AT945614, AT942610 and AT938607
were searched by the 3rd platoon. It was noted that
- &1l these hamlets contained numerous fighting holes,

(6) At coordinates AT938607, 3rd platoon conducting o

recon by fire wounded and flushed one VCC from the
brush where he was hiding, Thrmed over to 3rd Marines
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(7)

(8)

(9

(10)

(11)

At coords AT949618 to AT943616 a trench line rums

for 600 meters, Paralleling this trench is a trail
bordered by a tree line running ite entire length.

A% intervals of 50 %o T5 meters along the trench line
additional trench lines jut off in a goutherly
direction, Bobth the main tronch ahd those branching
off at right angles, were covered at various intervals
with wooden planking supporting an earth covering,

A small hamlet, coordinates AT943607, was cleared,
disclosing the followings

(a) The village consisted of 6 huts and a prayer hute

(b) Bunkers were extremely well constructed and
placed approximately 15 meters apart (3 of these
destroyed by C-4)

{¢c) One trap door punji $rap on the western edge of
the hamlet.-

(d) One of the “family type" bunkers contained one
kKhaki shirt, assorted expended ammo cartidges
and assorted written material,

(e) The inhebitants consisted of 10 young women, 4
old men, 2 young men (crippled) and 20 children.

After destroying the bunkers (para 8,b. above) one
VCS approximately 16 years old was apprehended at
coordinates ATO40606 moving across a rice paddye
Interrogation led an ARVN interpreter to believe he
was a VCe VCS turned over to 3rd Marines.

On D+1, upon approaching the hamlet of LE SON(5) y
coordinates AT956636, the 2nd platoon received 2
rounds of sniper fire from & “hooch" in the hamletly
Fire was returned in the form of concentrated small
arms fire, M=79 and 3.5 WP rounds, resulting in the
Yhoooch" catching fire and burning to the ground.
Séarch of the "hoooh' and the immediate surrounding
ares did not disclose the sniper, The fact that he
could not be found may be abtributed to a 4 foot doep
trench, which led from the hooch webtward to the hank
of the river offering an excellent route of egress,’

Following in the trace of the 1st and 2nd platoons,

the 3rd platoon destroyed bunkers in and around the
hamlets at coordinates AT960625, AT957630 and AT956639.
In the last hamlet, LE SON (5), eleborate tunnels were
found and partially destroyed with C4, WP grenadas

and fragmentation grenades.
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(12)

(13)

(14)

(15}

(16)

These tunnels were so well constructed that at least a

5 pound charge of C4 was needed to effect damage to any
appreciable degree. (S-2 Comment - An engineer officer
calculates an average charge of 25 pounds is required ‘o
effectively destroy tunnels.)

In the hamlet at coordinates AT955644, AT957648, and
AT959654 many bunkers and turmels were descovered, These
were also damaged by charges of Chs

A% coordinates AT959651, anti~helo siakes, extending from
20 to 30 feet in the air wexe discovered, The tops of these
stakes had cloth wrappings of 5 %o 6" near the tope

Believed t0 be explosives.connected by ropes suspended
between them. '

Lt coordinates AT960645 two USMC WIA's ocourred while they
were in the process of opening a booby trapped gate.

The booby trap consisted of a grenade buried in the

ground opposite the hinges. The gate was checked and ap=.
peered safe, however a wire led from the bottom of the
gate to the grenade. The gate opened %o & distance of 12

inches prior to detonating the grenade.

At coordinates AT968650 the 3rd platoon noted sniper

five from coordinates AT969649, The sniper fire was
directed at the helicopters Fire was returned and search
of the huts at the latter coordinates resulted in the
capture of 1 VCC. Continued search uncovered grenades in
the bunkers of these huts, The huts were subsequently
destroyed by WP grenades.

T+ was noted thoughout the entire operation that there

was a lack of males of military age in all villages
searched and cleared by the Company.
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COMPANY C

8. Route -« As planned in reference (b) and as noted in this report

be TOD = 020700 " TOR ~ 031900H

@&, Terrain - Hill 55, coordinates AT970620 was devoid of
tunnels, trenches and field fortifications.

de Enemy Activity

(1)

(2)

()

(4

(5)

(6)

(7

(8)

Negative enemy contact at 020700H at coordinates
AT960616.

A% 020900H, 1 VCS apprehended while attemping to hide
in a hole on Hill 55 coordinates AT970620, VCS
turned over to 3rd Marines,

A trench line runs from coordinates ATOT74613 %o
AT976615 along the northwestern bank of the SON AT NGHIA
RIVER,

In the vieinity of DUC KY (2), coordinates AT969609,
many minor trenches were noted in and around the
village and along the SON AI NGHIA RIVER.

At 021120H one USMC squed which remained in DUC

XY (2), coordinates AT969609, received 15 = 20

rounds of small arms fire from an estimated 4-5

men, directed at their positioy from coordinates
AT968605, Fire was returned with negative results,
During the sweep of DUC KY (2), 6 VCS were apprchendcde
All were wearing the typical black "pajama type" uniform.
V@S turned over to 3rd Marines.

At 021140H, coordinates AT978607, 1 small bhoat, of
sufficient size to accomedate a maximum of 3 men, was
discovered hidden in the brush along the bank of the river
and subsequently destroyed.

In all villages searched on D-Day, it was noted that
all homes had well constructed bunkers requiring
more than 2% pounds of C4 to destroy them.

A% 03000H, while the compeny was in its night

defensive position on Hill 59, coordinates AT9TO62Qy

1 round small arms fire was received from an undetermined
positions.
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() 2t the village of XUAW DIEM (2), coords AT 965627,
very extensive and well constructed trenches, tunnels
and family bunkers were noted. One tunnel, in a home
yielded .1l VC star, and 1 pair U.S. Jungle boots {brand
new). Also discovered in the village was a punji trap
with a covering of unique design, constructed of a
bamboo hitice with a metal bar traversing the center and
anchored in the earth on either side. This in turn was
camouf laged with earth and grass. A man stepping on
either end of this cover would cause it to pivot on the
metal bar dropping the man onto the sharpened bamboo
stakes embedded in the bottom of the trap. The trap
wae destroyed. '

(10) At the village of THAL CAM (1), coords AT 969642, the
following observations were noted:

() There were few tunnels, trenches and field fortifi-
cations, (Thosg noted were of poor construction)

(b) Avchway over entrance to village had a VC Star on ite
(¢) Villagers appeared quite friendly.

(11) In the vicinity of THAI CAM (1), coords AT 969642 one
VCS was apprehended. He was approximately 35 years of
age and wearing a white robed costume and a white turbine.
The ARVN interpreter stated this costume is representative
of a Vietnamese custom for a person mourning a death in
his family, however, it is only worn on the day of the
death. In this case interrogation revealed the death had
supposedly cccured 4 days prior.. The company commander
folt that this VOS could understand English, to atb least
some degree, for when reference was being made to his
having no callouses on his hands and this being unusual
for onme cleiming to be a farmer, he attempted to hide his
hands behind him. VCS turned over to 3d Marines.

(12) At coords AT 970645, s booby trapped pit was discovered.
Tt was 1 1/2 feet long by 1 foot deep by 1 foot wide.
It was covered with a bamboo latice, camouflaged with
earth and grass. The booby trap consisted of a small
mine buried near the surface and on the side of the pit,
A very taut pull cord was attached to both the mine and
the bamboo support of the covering so that a person
stepping into it, would upon depressing the covering,
pull the pin on the mine. %his booby trap was destroyeds

(13) The village of LE SON (3), coords AT 971645, contained
mumerous well constructed trenches and bunkers,

5 CONFIDENTIAL
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(14) Throughout the entire day of 3 Auguet, all arees
covered by Company C were noted to coatain extensive
trench networks, tunnels and bunkers.

(15) Between the villages of TAI CaM (1), coords AT 969642
and LE SON (3), coords AT 971645 trenches ran in a
generally north - south direction. At intervals of
between 20 and 40 meters the trenches were covered
with a bamboo lattice or a stesl grating which in turn
was covered with earth and grass, These coverings
were so solidly constructed that they permitted a man
to walk on thems

(16) At 031900H, as the last elements were being lifted out
of the 17, coords AT 969658, a sniper firing from a
concealed position fired at the helicopters after 1lift
off from the 1% resulting in one USMC WIA. The VCC
Sniper was subsequently captured by Company A.

COMPANY B

Se

[

Ce

de

Route - as planned in reference (b) and as noted in this
report. ' -

TOD - 0207T00H TOR -~ 0318%0H
Terrain :

(1) GS 9460 - area contains new rice crop paddies dry - also
corn fields with crop at height of 6',

(2) Bank of SONG YEN from AT 940604 to AT 942600 is approxi= -
mately %00 slope and contains dense growth of yourg 403im
duous trees 12' - 14!,

(3) Vicinity AT 947597 northeast to AT 947608 - flat, inundated
paddies with rice crop 2' - 3' - ankle deep mud in paddies -
dikes approximately 2' high.

(4) Vicinity 6S 9462 ~ dry paddy and pasture land interspersed
with inundated paddies. N
(5) Vicinity GS 9562 along river bank - LVI easily cleared sparse
stands of bamboo and light brush - could not clear 12"
thick deciduous trees.

Enemy Activity

(l) Caves located vicinity AT 942594 to AT 941595 =-spiral
entryway, 24" opening, estimated 8' - 10' deep, In fields
behind stand of bamboo. Shovels and other digging imple-
ments in nearby vicinity hidden under brush. Throw in
smoke grenade = no reaction =~ cave entrances sealed with

_demolition charges. "
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(2) 4% 020730H platoon received sniper fire from hamlet of
CHAU SON (3) vicinity AT 95%608. Estimated 6 to 8 wea=
pons (2 auto) total fire 40 to 50 rounds - platocn
veturned small arms fire, No casualties. In clearing ;
this hamlet several bunkers were assaulted, In one case o
an individual believed to be VC was seen to duck into a
“bunker - a grenade was thrown into the bunker and when
it was searched the bodies of two young boys ages 5 and
T were discovered. A similar incident occurred and one
VN female estimated 20 years of age was fatally injured,
A dead VN male, estimated 45 years of age was found in
the hamlet presumably killed by the prepatory fires of
HU-1E's, 5 VN nationals suffering from wounds were helo-
‘evacuated. At 020820H a VO with weapon, wearing a tan
colored uniform ducked into a family shelter inside a
bamboo house - bunker attacked with grenades - the ex-
plosion caused a fire in the bamboo - the house was
consumed in flames with secondary explosions followings

(2) At 020900E platoon received a long burst of fire
from an automatic weapon assumed to be a liG - 2 VC
in khaki followed by another in black peasant garb
were observed running southwest from the hamlet.

: Black clad VC was hit and wounded in right leg =
E helo evaced. Two in khaki successfully escapcds

(3) Within 17 YELLO4 vicinity AT960613 to AT957608 small
241 - 3! anti-helo stakes were located - sparse random

 pattern of emplacement 15' apart. Stakes were split

bamboo 2" wide and very old - bleached greyish white.

(a) Vicinity AT963619 - large anti - helo stakes.

%1 - 4' diameter sharpened poles 6' - 7' in height,
set in irregular square pattern 10' - 15' apart and
forming a long rectangular field 50 yds X 300 yds.

This field had short 10" long sharpened bhamboo

stakes set in the deck at 300 angle interspersed
throughout the larger stakes. (8-2 Comment = VGCS

were used to clear and hirn all stakes from the field.)

(4) Vicinity AT 958604 hamlet of CHOU SON (3) - the left
flank had extensive trench network - rough recitangle
200 yds X 100 yds. average 3' to 10! deep - partially
covered with lattice bamboo and earth with small side
tunnels running off the main tumnel. Amount of area
of trenches covered was approximstely 60% -~ the trench
lines parallel crop areas,

(a) Three structures were destroyed by burping - evidence
of 50 caliber rounds being converted into anti-per-
sonnel booby traps. 11 bunkers destroyed.
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(5) At 021045H searched small hamlet viecirity AT 955598,
Had been previously struck by HU-1E's -~ evidence of
“peasants attempting to rebuild - 2 VCS picked up and
passed to Regt'l collecting point.

(a) Wrecked HU-1E vicinity AT 955599 - hulk had been

completely stripped and burned ~ all component
scraps in area were thrown in river by marines,

(6) At 021130H - ares fram AT 955598 southwest to AT 949594
then to Hill 42 GS AT 9459 - hamlet located AT 948597 -
no evidence of fortifications -~ one old trench runs north
and south - average depth 2' - 3' and 200 meters in
length ~ not linked to irrigation network,

(7) Bill 42 ¢S AT 9459 - scattered foxholes ~- appeared to
ve been dug sometime ago - no evidence of new diggings
top 10 = 20 meters of hill had been burned by earlier
air strikes - top of hill is rocky with sparse burned out
brush - no evidence of new growthe

(8) At 0214308 - 15 men moving in groups of 2 or 3 were
observed moving frem AT 935599 south to AT 926595 ~
black peasant clovhing - no weapons observed, '

(9) At 021630H - observer on Hill 42 noted 4 VC (one carrying
rifle) - 1 with black shirt - 1 with green shirt - run-
ning through corn field from AT 944597 to AT 948594 (corn
crop near maturity with ears 5-6" long) - VC ran to river
vic. AT 947594 and crossed at AT 952596 - river was waist
high at this point - the VC were taken under firc with
M-60 fire - one hit and carried off,

(10)

(11)

One Platoon moving in trace of lead elements sweeping

- CHOU SON (3) found further evidence of tunnels along=-

side trails average length of tunnels 50 to 100 meters.

At O21500H ~ 50 meters south of Hill 42 vic. AT 946596
a Marine observed a slight movement of the cover of a
spider trap. The cover was extremely well camouflaged
and of the "Flower Pot Base" type described earlier in
this report.

(a) The VC cave was dug at the base of a 4' earthen
dike embankment, Removing the cover exposed a 20"
entry hole and s square hole 3 1/2’ deep. 4 yellow
smoke grenade wes thrown into the hole in an attempt
to force the occupents to vacate, and the cover
replaced, One round was fircd ocutfrom the holo: thiough
the cover. Upon removing the cover a second time
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(12)

a cand wes nhserved clutching a *'HICCK gronade.
Tue grenaie was thrown out_of the hole and detonated
irflicting flask burus or one Marine close to the
hole, Two VC attempting to fight their way out of
the cave were shot by the patrol and the cave was
demolished with & 5 1b charge of C4. The patrol
dug into the cave with entrenching tools and remo-
ved the bodies of 3 VC I'Th. the tunnel was discovered
to run under the aforementioned embankment for a
distance of 2 meters and then turned left for an
additional 1 meter in length. 3 weapons (2 Chinese
7.62 mm carbines and 1 MAS 36) were found. The C4
charge had fractured the stocks of the weapons, A%
this point the patrol heard voices in the tunnel ~
a second 5 1b C4 charge was detonated resuliing in
two additional VO KIA, 2 CHICOM and 2 U.S, frag-
-mentation grenades, 2 pouches w/ 30 rounds each,
an ID card and misc. clothing were also found in the
tummel. All captured material was forwarded to 3d
Marines, After ascertaining there were no futther
bodies or equipment in the tunnel the VO KIA were
photographed by official USMC photogrephers accom-
panying the patrol, the bodies were put back into
the tunnel and the entrance sealed. (S-2 Comment:
the latter 2 bodies discovered had the appearance of
Uhinese and the photographs sunould be scrutinized to
see if a positive identification can be made)s Thb
action resulted in 5 VG KIA confirmed, recovery of
three weapons, and 1 USMC WIA (minor) not evacuated.

(b) 3 additional holes were found within 50 =~ 75 meters
the holes were not covered and were adjacent to the
dike embankment., Search of these holes showed no
indication of VC occupancy.

On D+1 the odmpany was heli-1ifted to LZ Green - negative
enemy contact in LZ. The patrol linked up with one flame
tank and 2 ILVIB's., The LVIE capability to negotiate

- tertain is commented upon in para. c. above. The blade

tank was unable to uncover tunnels, however, by digging
wide swaths through ground itﬁcrushed trench & tunnel

areas. (S-2 Comment: an experienced operator working
a bulldozer with varible pitch blade could effect greater
destruction of tunnels, and where desireable expose tunnels )

(a) At one point a tank traversed a small flooded paddy -
no rice had been planted and water depth was 2" =
the tank "belljed =up" but did not "stick."
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(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

DECLASSHHED

~Ticinity AT 955644 ~ vk crushed hole 3' deep X 4!

wids ¥ of long with 187 earth cover.

At 031300H vicinity AT 951640 ~ the patrol crossing a
fenceline found a mine located 2' off the trail - a 2%
circular wood cap was exposed - engineers advised
against removal because of probable booby-trap - mine
detonated in place - 24 similiar mine was exposed and
it too was purposely dctonated.

Vicinity AT 951640 large square trench network 150 meters
square with average depth of 3' = evidence of exbtensive
tunneling.

Hemlet ot PHU~SON (3) vicinity AT 953642,%o Vn personnel

in hamlet - evidence of physical occupancy however, the
normal indications were missing, e.g. houses were generally
unkempt and floors unswept; an absolute minumum of clothing
furniture and cooking utensils remained in dwelling places.
(S-2 Comments these indications point to the possibility
that this hamlet is no longer populated by local peasants,
but is used as a transient billeting and quartering area
for VC units often reoported in this vicinity.)

Vicinity DUYEN SON (3) AT 950651 to AT 958658 - meny
punji traps - most already broken - exposeu bamboo mat-
ting - traps small 6" X 12" varying in depth from 12" ¥o
24" - one USMC WIA after falling into punji trap.

Patrol returned via dill 41 GS AT 9366 no evidence of

mining. Road from AT 943660 north is scverly cut through-
out it's length,

UTLLIAM H. LANAGAN

Lieubenans Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Captain, U, S. Marine Ccrps

8~2

Commanding
v
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DA NANG, RVN
© 101800H August 1965

Intelligence Report (Frag Order 23) %o Operation Order 3Zu-55.

Ref: (a) Map: INDOCHINA 1150,000 AMS Series L701 Sheets 6659 IIT
and 6658 IV, e

* (b) 1stBn, 3dMarines Operation Orésr 328-65

1. COMPANY D(-

& Route = .. plonned in reference (b) and as noted in this
rern=g,

be TOD ~ 032100H TOR -~ 041600H August

Ce Terragin « A tree line borders the edge of the village
of KHOUNG MY (2) vicinity AT909692., Gonbains mumerous *°
fighting holes which offer good observation and fields
of fire over the rice paddies extending outwar® from
the trees to the north, @ézst and goutheast and to the
high ground to the west.

de Enemy Antivity ' L

(1) Ne :ative enemy contact at smbush sites as follows
- om 040315H to 040715H

() 18t Platoon - coordinates AT908T00 t0 AT914701.
(b) 2nd Platoon - coordinates AT906686 to ATI06695,
(¢) 3rd Platoon - coordinates AT914701 o £B 922700
(@) CP - cqordinates AT910704

(2) at 040715H an intelligence tmam (composed of
District Police and ARVN representatives and
numbering 30 men) was helf-lifted into the IZ at
gooriingtes 907698, With their arrival commenced
the movement forward of the 3 platoons from their
positions (see para. d 1) to form a cordon in the
tree line surrounding the village of KHOUNG MY (2),
The 1st platoon to the north, the 2nd platoon to the
West and the 3rd platoon to the st and goutheast,
All platoons completed their movement at 040730H at
which time the CP joined the composite intelligence
unit dividing. into search. teams and . propecded - © W
through cordon into the village, They immediately .
began a thorough house to house search, T
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(3)

(4)

(5)

) - .

it O41000H, Boordinates 910691, a search team
discovered a cache which yiclded t.2 following
items. (All captured weapons, documents and /.
were turned over to the charge of the senlor ARVN
Officer.) '
3 French MAS rifles
1 U.S., Carbine
2 Pouches of ¢al.30 ammo
3 grenades (VC homemade)
.is cr.ohe was a very cleverly constructed hole
@1l camouflaged in an extremely dense thicket
near g house, The following description of this
hole is indicative of the type construction of others
later to be discovered.

(a) The hole was approximately 5 feet dee  and
20 inches sguare. 4 inches from the top a
picture frame type wood construction was built
to support the covering which is placed in the
opening. This covering is built on the order of
a shallow flower box with wooden rides and base,
sloping slightly inward from the sides so as to
permit it to wedge tightly into the openings It
was 4 inches in depth and filled with very hard
packed earth. A%tached to the wooden bisc are
2 metal rings that will allow a person to pull
this covering into position and firmly - 74 it
thus. Camc-:lage of this covering corsie.cd of
"pineapple ;lants" being placed on top of it so
as to give the appearan~e that they are actually
growing there. Attenti.n was brought tc »car on
this position by the search team tugging av these
plants and discovering in fact that they were
placed there, rather than actually growing.
sharpened bamboo poles were used to probe the
cround in this vicinity resulting in the discovery
of the covering over the hele when the probing met
the resistance of the woodenlase.

At 041000H a VCS was spotted by elements of the 34
platoon, when he attempted to escape in & trench
leading through their position on the eastern edge

of the village. Small arme fire was directed at him
and he was seen to fall backwards indicating he may
have been wounded., 4 through search of the area where
he was seen to fall proved negative.

At 041020H, after continuing the search for the suspected
WIA (see (4) above) this man was discovered hiding in a
culvert in the tree line on the eastern edge of the
village. He was bleeding from several superficial

wounds probably incurred from rock fragments resulting
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(7)

v

from the fire direoted at him by the 3d plgtoon. [5e

we exhgustgd and covwering and had somehow becoms

ta 3led in some wire, Search of his —srson ‘revealed

dc -uments identifing him as a VC squad leader and courier,
The ¥igtnamese and ARVN Intelligence Team use” YEE-8"
persuagion in their interrogation of the VCS W.A and he
then led a search team to a house in the western portion
of the village that purportedly harbored 2 V3, A search
of the hcuse, the family shelter and inter-véatlon of

its occupants proved negative at this time,

it~

"

G

,¥Qunds of .30 c&l rlfle fire directed at their position

im the tree line on the eastern edge of the village,
Thay then observed 5 VG attempting to escape through
4hs. * cordon to the east. Pursuit of 3 of these VC led
the' .. 2 large tree in the center of the village which
«ow wIn% a éleverly camouflaged spiral cave, The
entrance to this cave was concqaled by a covering of the

same nature ge that described in para (3)e 1% was, hows
= §¢

i 4 sllght hlll mass. i small firlng port, slightly
2rger ~ than the barrel of a rifle, was found on each side
ﬁf ﬁ%;;mately two feet from the cover. A greﬁaae was
‘$hroun into the cave resulting in 3 ¥6 XIa¥s, Tnspeotion
of. the cave revealed only that it was appr-ximately 15 °
Feet 3 in Jength and of a ight requiring entry tobe on
hands and knees, The othar VG sighted were able -to

eiude gearchers,

At 041400H, interrogation by the ARVN's of an old woman
occupant of the house mentioned in pare (5) above, ¢on-
vinged the Company Commender that the family shelter
praviausly goarched did in fact éontain 2 VO, Affer

again searchlng thie shelter with negative resulfs, the

d¢ccupants were direoted to clear away the protective

'ggyérlng of the shelker. When the earth had been removed

gkrosing the bamboo gupport QVerhea&, a srall black
@#tal box containing documents and measuring 6X6X4 inches
digcovered (turned over to the OIC of the VN Intells
%gznce ﬁh1t5. After removirg the bamboo support, exposing
he base of the shelter, the occupants were then told $o
dig further, This order was met with refusal, hnwever,
ARVN "persuasive measures" prompted their thslr doing
80« Shortly after they began digging, a rasping sound
was ~ard, as the tools being used struck the cover of
in fucu 4nother hole in the base of the shelter, Removal
5T this cover revealed an "L" sbaped tunne] lesding down-
#erd for shout 5 feet and approximately H-6 feat off the
the vertical hole at a right angle, Immediately after
ggmgv;ng the cover a grenade was dropped into the Mols

3 | CONFIDENTLLL
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ard at this same time a VC inhabitant attempted to
- t ~ow one up to the level of the family shelter., The
nlogion of the U.S. grenade detonatcd the VC grcnade
¢ using this attempt tobe umsuccessful. Tb> rombincd
c..plogion was of such foroe so as to partiall; collapsc
a portion of the lower section of the "L", Search of
the tunnel revesled 1 confirmed VC XTa identified by
documents in his possession as a squad 1... -, The
forcing of a villager to explore further, revealed a
3rd rubber tire sandal indicating the probability of
of at least a 2nd KIA,and *the following. material was

recovered,
2 - U. 8. carbines
1 - French MAS rifle

(8) T ;;1lowfhg observations were noted by the Company
L¢ o« © throughout the search of KHOUNG MY (2).

(a) "ne shelter was discovered constructed of concrete
approximately 6 feet long, 4 feet wide and 3 fect
deep. It was covered with the wood/dirt "flower box"
type cover. (See para (3),(a) above.)

(b) One metal congcal cover over a hole with an approximabe
height and diameter of 4 feet. attz-7ed to this
cover was a metal tube 4 feet in length jJutting out-
ward patrallel with the ground. (Purpose of the tube
is undetermined.)

(c; Two stockpiles of 4X4"timbex({possibly used for tunnel
shoring), 1 containing 15-20 pieces of wood and the
other an estimated 30-40.

(4) ‘No families in KHOUNG MY {2, were found tc be utiliz~
ing their family shelters; rather they were just

sitting in their homes observing the ~ohivity of +ho
gez_cl teams,

(e) A coolness of attitude of the villagers and their
reluctance to comply with requests was met by the
search teams throughou’. the ensire operation.

(£) The stealth of movement and the early movement into
the cordon by Co D in the tree linc,prevented the VC
“rom being alerted to the operation and from boing able
s¢ vhilize their prepared fighting holes locatcd inthe
sr - line around the village.
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lat Bn, 34 .. .5
3ararDiv (FwDy, A3
DA NANG, RVN
0816300 Aug-z=+ 1965

Intelligence Report (Frag Order 24) to Operasion Ordew L 2p-65

Ref':

(2) Map: INDOCHINA 1:50,000 AMS Series I701 Shectc 6559 III

and 6658 IV

(b) 1lstBn, 3d Marines Operation Order 328-65

1. 1ST PIATOC. . COMBANY A

e

b,

Cs

CHARLES J. HILB“RT

Captain, T,

S=2

Rovie -~ ..o —lammed in reference (b), and as noted in

&

TO.

"= report. . N _

- 061600 ~° TOR - O71800H

Terrain - Nothing new of significance.

Enemy Activity

(1)

At 070630H, the patrol arrived at the village of

TAN AN PHUONG, coords AT864735. The villagers were
sullen and uncooperative, volunteering no infor-

ration concerning VC activities in that srea. At
(70730H an‘Interrogation Team from HIEU DUC District
eadquarters, arrived by helicopter, and elicited

the following information from the local inhabitants,.
One VC squad, consisting of 13 men and one woman, with
weapons, visits the village at least once a2 week in
order to collect food and RVH Identification Cards;
their last appearance was on, or about, 6 August 1965,
Two VC platoons, armed with carbines, riflcs and mortars,
and dressed in camctflaged caps and utilities, operate
within the area between TAN AN PHUONG, coords AT 864735,
and HOI VUC, coords AT 870707, They remain in the hills
to the west, vicinity GS AT 8374, when Marines are near,
but occasionally mass in the villages in a show of
strengths. The villagers claim only two young men of
thet village (TAN AN PHUONG) are VC, the others flee %o
th. -7est because of fear. These young men cut wood and
burn coarcoal for & livelihood, returning to the village
only when VC or Americans are not present. The people
also disclaim any knowledge of caves or tunnels,

WILLIAM H, LiNAGAN
Lieutenant Colonel, U, S, Marine Corps
Commanding

S. Marine Corps
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18tBn,y 34 Marines
- 3dMarDiv: (WD), BF
> : . DA NANG, RVN
P 081000H August 1965

CONFTNENPIAL al 0 C/ '

#

B - . e S
Intelligenoe Report (Frag Order 25) to Operation Order 326-65
Refs (a) Map: INDOCHINA 150,000 AMS geries L701 Sheets 6659 III
(b) 1stBn, 3d Marines Opéeration Order 32865,

1, ‘st Platoon, COMPANY B

a, Route = As.plamed in refer‘ence (b), and as noted in this
roporte e

e TOD - 061000H . TOR -~ 07173080
O I'I‘erra.in

(1) The trail complex from AT902683 west to AT8B0689 is
conpletely overgrown with brush, both from the sides
of the trail and with new growth on the trail itselfs
There was no evidence of any yecent use of thece f$rails,
(S=2 comment = this ares had been heavily traveled in
past months = indications are that H and T fires
have been most effective in interdicting VO traffic

et in this arca.)

Vo e

(ORIt

(2) The nill complex in the viciﬁitqy ofﬁhlzll 112 gx‘:.d
square ATE868 to the river bed vicinity AT876692 is
heavily cratered from H and I fired, AN

.k

amom1ice k) New water poings wene, d;gc’q;rg;ed at the following

e ong, T In both cases the movement of the waber
y e 38 sluggish, but the water 1s clear and with the .-

© ' addition of purification tablets was used as drinking
SR wa;b eFy peonines DPETATLON urdEr SEUeD '

R | iy

4. 4sg ‘Eif.ma.(f‘,), Small stream - from ATBT3679 to AT87668% =

~-averige width 8! = depth 1! to 2h1,
na s vhyoned L refyiviog (B e o erdy 27 e
22 (3) Small Shrean = e ddb6T7 bo AT862679 emphy-
¥-V¢" ing into vice paddies, Average width 8! - depth
2*1,”“?9 ii“. . ol .

7, A
bl

ws oy

N e A

[T T
% .

- s

- (4) Wew tunnel-type trail cut through low brush from
7" 1874680 southeast to ATBB06T5y Tnterior height
‘1. ~qf oanopy 3 %o 4'and an averago widih of. the trail
" 4%, The trail had been freshly ofths.. Culbersome ro0ts
an stubbTe bpish tenatn on b Urail and Rovenont 1o

Ttediops and diffictlty ~ "

‘
PRUSRTOR ¥ .
FROR AN STTa i & 1N
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(5) New trails located in following areas.

.a) From AT8B267T6 north to AT882678, Trail is
clear, hard packed dirt,. averages 3' in width

with no overhead canopy.

(b) From ATO94662 west along the river to AT880684.,
Trail is narrow with an average width ~f 1' and
a clear, hard packed dirt surface.

(6) This patrol was a coordinated Tank/Infantry Patrol,
The following comments are offered regarding the
mobl lity of +tracked vehicles.

(a) Although the tanks suffered broken or thrown
track, this occurred only at sandy, stream
crossings when the vehicles werc moving par.llel
to the stream beds and can be avoided in futuxe
operations.

(b) Evidence of the rapid mobility of the patrul
(infantry mounted aboard the tanks) is the move-
ment from AT965707 to AT901685 in 55 minutesy
and the return route (blazing & new trail) from
AT880690 to AT965707 in one hour and 20 minutes,

(¢) ™o tanks crossed the river at AT878693 and
L. 783684, The latter crossing site is considered
a r-ondary site, less desireable but adequate
for use,.

(7) Ticinity ATS76679 is suitable as a small (4 airoraft)
17 = area is covered with low 1' to 3' thorny bushes,

(8) Vicinity ATB75681 ~ soft earth had large amount of
cloven hoof prints - too small for cattle ~ probably
wild pigs abundant in the area,

de Enemy Activity

(1) At 0613001 vicinity ATS79694 a U.S, M26 Fragmentation
Grensde was found, The grenade was rigged as a
booby trap with a picce of cotton string across the
traile The grenade was heavily encrusted with rust
and failed to explode when nanother grenade was
detonated next to it,

(2) Vieinity AT8756681 ~ 2 small "hooches" constructed of ™.
bamboo 3' high X 8! long and 5' wide were located in
thick brush, The structures were well camouflaged but
bore no indications of recemt occupancy. (Structures
destroyed by burning)

2 CONFIDENTTLL | m GBE"E
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7 oy A VN poncho (mlldewed and partially covered with

s0il) and a water scaked tobacco pouch we.oc 1ige
covered in the area,

(b) The general violnlty of the above coordﬂvﬁ*eo bore
. evidence ‘of exten51ve craterlng from frierc y
H and I flres. : o

(3) Vlclnlty grld squaro AT8767 = area bears evideco of
extensive daily wood and brush cutting and charcual
burning., WNew trails being blazed throughout the area
- Becondary growth of brush in evidence,

(4) 4t 07~ H vicinity AT81673, 20 VC were sighted moving L
rapid., “C the west, They were in single file,
- intaining a 7«8 yard intervals. All were dressed
--- black peasant elothing, shorts and short sleeved
g irts, with 3 men noted to be wearing white sun
helmetss The VC were observed to be carrying either
rifles or "carrying sticks" but the exact nature of
the item carried could not be ascertained, "An
artlllery fire mission was called, however »o damage
asseSSment could be made because the target was only
visible for approxlmately 20 seconds,

ees (eneral Observalions

(1) The - yasants observed in the vicinity of the followw
ing amlets, contlnued their work despite the

v pre-imity of Marines. Appeared to be at ease and wore

oblivious to the patrolls activities except for

the shock impression when flame tanks fired in the’

vicinity of hill 112 grld square AT8868,

(2) DONG EICH (1) grid square. AT8968

(b) DONG BICH (2) grid square AT9068

g ; AN NHON (1) grid square AT8969
PHOUC NINH (7) grid square AT8967

(2) 5-2 COMMENT ~ The H and I fires menbioned in precoeding

parag"quhs have evidently impeded VC activities ani
© forced “isir movement generally south of grid line

69 as  iicoted by the deterioration of older trails
o and the custing of new trails %o the souths
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Lieutenant Colonel, U, S, Merine Corps

Commanding
Q
Ceptain, U, 3, Marine Corps
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E : ‘ (:j ’(:) <:j,// 7 1st Bn, 3d Mariner

- 3d ifar Div (FWD), wuF
' DA NANG, RVN,
1320%0H August 1965

Intelligence Report (Frag Order 26) to Operation Order 3””-565
Ref: (a) Map: INDOCHINA 150,000 AMS Series L701 Sheets 0659 IIT
end 6658 TV =~ \
(b) 1st Bn, 3d Marines Operation Order 328-65

1. COMPANY D (-) REINFORGED

a, Route - As planned in reference (v}, and as noted n this
reporte

be TCD - 111700H .. TOR - 131500H

¢, Terrair. Trail leads from coords AT 850620 west to AT
A2” 20, then north to AT 840630, The entire ares is rugged
w.  enormous rocks, waist high "saw grass" and steep slopesj
mov...ent is difficult and time consuminge

d, Inemy Activity
(l) Fegative enemy contact at patrol sites as follows.
- (a) From 112000H %0 1206003-Wooords AT 861643
(b) From 121700H to 130630H = coords AT 868626

(2) Patrol was unable to locate "Medium Level Viet Cong
(adre Training Camp," reported in lstBn, 3dMer Intelli-
gence Report dated 2616308 July 1965, pare 1,d4(8)s

(3) At 1215608, coords AT 871626, one Marine squad, with a
 3-man radio relay team and 60mm mortaxr section, observed
. " 2YC at coords AT 869627, dressed in green shirts and
: khaki shorts, carrying large ruck sacks, Both fell
under M-14 and M-79 fire, One of the VC rose to his
_feet and began to run, then retirned to his companion,
Pioked him up a#d dfsappeared over the crest of the
Bill, ' One gorififméd VG WIA resulted from this actions
. <y, Lo e N . -

i,
b
3

(4) Meny snall oléared dhmpsites along trails vicinity G8%s
7 8562 and 8462,

(5) At 1117458, cootds AT 857620, as the Fatrol was moving

‘yest along the trail, the point observed 3 men, without

woapdns, moving west, preceeding the patrol by approxi-
pately 50 meters, These men began %o run when the lead

I com'mmr%L

v%Tlc“:W?:JF;%;,Q;Q?' . ) *éé
! , L 5;S$€, i
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Marine called out to them. The point opened fire, killir.-
one immediately and mortally wounding anobher, while

a third escaped, Befove dying the one me " a Ly wornder
revealed the following. '

(a) All three were VC and had been recruited by the VC
from a village 4 kilometers to the west.

T

(1) They were members of a 100-man VS Company armed with
mortars, This compeny had fired their mortars from
the immedistesvicinity 'of the incident cn numerous
occasions, and claimed to be the uni¥ wnicn conducted
the murtar attack in the 2ndBn, 9thMar area at
0923454,

(e) Two days ago the VC company had departed this avea
and moved to a "forest to the west," called RUNG
CHANH., - -

Two confirmed VC KIA resulted from this encounters One
nrtebook taken from one of them, forwarded to 3d Marines,
v *sents the only item of personal effects carried by
4.+ 0 YTh and found by the patrol. During this same
Derice ) men were seen moving north along ridgeline,
vicinity coords AT 840600.

WILLIAM H, LANAGAN
Licutenant Colonq;l U, S. Marine Corps

Commanding

Captain, Us S. Marine Corps
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1ls*Bn, 33 Marines
3dMarDiv (IWD), FUF
DA NANG, BVN
140800H Mugust 1965

Intelligeﬁce Report (Frég Order 27) o Operation Order 528-65
fofs (a) Mep: INDOCHINA 1:50,000 AMS Series L701 Sheets 6659 III
and 6658 IV -

(b) 1stBn, 34 Marines Operation Order 328-65

1. CoMpaNy B (-)(Rein)
Route - as planned in roference (b) and as noted in fhis report

O
b

Ce
4,

3

70D

- 1321008  TOR - 141700H

Terrain - nothing new of significances

Binemy Activity

(1)
(2)

Negative enemy contact at patrol site from 132400H to
140300H, at eoords AT 890705
At 140%00H, coords AT 887706 a mine was detonated, activated

. by the opening of a gate, resulting in 2 USMC WIA's. The

(3)

(4)

explosive device, burried in the ground, lef% s crater 3"

in diameter and 6" in depth in the center of the trail at
the gate, a good deal of black smoke accompenied the blast.
The most seriously wounded Marine was located within 2!

of the explosion and suffered broken legs and one arm and
miltiple shrapnel wounds. Another, approximately 5 distent,
suffcred numerous shrapnel wounds. The Marine ncarest the
blast, but uninjured, was at a distance of T'e While
tending the wounded, sniper fire, approximately 10 rounds,
was roceived from vicinity ooords AT 888707,

During the sweep and search of the village of HOI VUC, Gs
AT 8770, between 140900H and 141000H, 5 sniper rounds received
from the southwest and nortiwest,fired from a distance of
200 to %00 meters., An ARVN Interrogation Team was heli-H fted
to eoords AP 888702 at 140710H in order to assigt with ftns
search of HOTL VUC. Both search and interrogation turned up
nothing of significance.

A% 14102%H, the patrol at coords AT 875706 reoveived £ sniper
rounds from vicinity coords AT 875706, Five men dressed in
black, without weapons, were seen to run from that area a
short time later.

- WILLIAM H, LANAGAN
Licutonant Cclonal, U. S. Marine Corps
Comranding

/7

‘7 CHARIES f. WILBERT :

Capbain, Us S. Marine Corps SECRET
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13tBn 3d Marines

—  %dMarDiv (FWD), FMF
DA NANG, RUN
161200F August 1965

i Intolligence Report (Frag Order 28) to Operstion Order 328-65
: Ref: (a) Map: INDOCHINA 1:50,000 AMS Series L701 Shects 6659 ITI

and 6658 IV
{b) 1stBn, 33 Marines Operabion Order 528-65

1. 2ud Tlatoon, COMPANY C

= 8e Route = As plahned in reference (b), and as noled in this
? report. -

be TOD - 1410158 TOR =~ 150830H
¢e Terrain - Nothing new of significance.
ds Enemy Activity

(1) Negative Qnemy contact at patrol site from 142100H %o
150600H, coordinates ATE986E0,

-(2) Trails between coordinates AT864653 and AT883655
apperr to be well used with many fresh tracks and
newly cut trails, indicating a good deal of activity.

2, 18t Piatoon, COMPANY O

@, Route - As planned in reference (b), and as noted in this
reporte :

b. TOD - 150830 TOR - 160920H
ce Terrain - Nbfﬁing new ¢f significance

d, Enemy Acbivity :

(1) Negative enemy contact at patrcl site from 152100H o
160600H, coordinates AT897700,

(2) While engaged in "chow break" from 151145H until 1512458
at coordinates AT878695, 5 rounds of sniper fire were
received - two single shots and one, 3 round burst from
an automatic weapon. The enemy firing point appeared
to be in the vicinity of coordinetes ATE7869%. An

© investigation proved negative.
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(3) At 160645H, coordinates AT900702, the patrolymounted
on tanks,received 2 rcunds of sniper fire from vicinity
coordinates ATB99703, Fire was returned and the patrol
continued its route.

(4) Anti-helo stakes, 4'tob! in height, coordinates
ATB86703, These stakes cover a relatively small areca,

approximately 200 meters parallel to the river and are
camouflaged with leaves and bark stripped from bamboo,.

WILLIAM H. IANAGAN
Licutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Commanding

Captain, U. S. Marine Corps
52
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£ - T =3 " 18tBn, 3d Merines
= fs;*" g 33Mar Div(TWD),FMF
| . DA NANG, RVN
261645H August 1965

Intelligence Report (Ffag Order30) to Operation Order 328-65

Ref: (a) Mep: TWDOCHINA 1:50,000 AMS Series L701, Sheets 6659 IFI
and 6658 IV
(v) 1stBn, 3d Marines Operation Order 328-65

te COMPANY A(-) Reinforced

a. Route - As plamned in reference (b), and as noted in this
report, ,

b. TOD - 231600H TOR - 251630H

s Terrain - Unable to traverse the complete plammed route be~
cause of dense jungle and difficulty of water resupply.

di TEnemy Activity

5 (1) At 2%1700H, coordinates AT867626, one VCC apprehended
: hiding in rocks., He stated thet he and % others had
— 4 been kidnapred by the VC and taken into the mountainms,
. - held one month and released, This VOC was used as g
= guide and turned over to 3d Marines the following
day. )

(2) Negative enemy contact &t patrol sites as follows
(a) From 232000H to 240600H - coordinates ATB62626

(b) From 2420008 4o 250600H - coordinates ATST2626

(3) Many places of temporary shelter, camp sites, and small
trails throughout grid square AT8562, 8662 and 8762,
Trails along ridgelines well used,

(4) &t 231824H patrol, at coordinates AT853622; observed
a group of 15«20 V€ at coordinates AT851620, The
patrol fired and 2VC were seen o fall. Stpporting .
arms were utilized, The pabrol at 232008H discovered
blood trails at the spot where the VG were taken under
fire, Ttems discovered in the vicinity are listed in
enclosure (1) and have been forwarded to 3d Marines,
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2& an S Latoon, CCMPANY A

& Route = As plamned in reference (b), and as noted in this
raeport ] ) o

b. TCD - 240800H  TOR - 251630H

Ce Tervain .

(1) ie to loca'be tail to hill 502, grid square ATB365,
o ,’*e: wprth.  Jungle extremely dense throughout

::' quaue. AI‘8567 smd AT8467

(2) Trail from cooriinates AT825676 to AT850679 sccurately
irdicated on reference (a). .

rd

l-n

de E‘lemy Astivity

) Negative eneny contach ab Da‘brol site from 242000H
to 250600H, soordinates ATB49678,

(2) Trails throushout route of patrol well useds .

WILLIAM H, LANGAN

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S, Marine Corps

Commanding
Bnclosura (1) Cstbured Material :
7 - ’ " o ;__ ‘
G. P. SQUILLLE _ :
; Ceptain. V. S. Marine Corps - : '
TP o .
2 ;
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SECRT] |

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

Times 232C00H

Coordinates: AT85%670

Circumstances: Patrol (Co 4 (-)) engaged 20 V0, wounding one and
capturing oun, Theme items discorercd abt the scene

and talten from capbtive,

“APON -y - - D) NG

R . S S |

-

e TS SN N W

.‘3.4-*.3-@[\34-41\)_&(\:!..4.{\).-.\._&—&.4_»

"o ; £
vdics rarrying e {

u“»ryzpv sacks .
Tl Carbire,-M-1
Carry*ng poles {Vietnamese)
6 ;J’ ll'{._,"” bla,Ck cotton GlOﬁh
Tawge pisce plastic (bloody)
Piece Tue plastic

Lau~ b;own piLagic
Cocille hats
TE("™ cormn BECK {Catholic relief) with unidentifisd meal
and morbs e = iﬂ in bottom
Green plushic canteen
french canteen (meteal)
US cantsern (metal)

B rice ™zll wrapped in brown plastic

SOM PEocd . cank” -

sandbage {empty)

A'"ice ball in $in can

1% 1% bags rise
packaze cozn meal & 1b ,
small BLowelra, Vietnamese headache medicine
pair tirve sandles -
orange parackute silk
small plastic bezs (b ea.) tobacco
sluriaum corszinar ($1b) tobacco
toobl brvea— '
pocket comb -
leathcr tels -
length of rope (homp)
pinic sack

BICWer shoes

)

A

Live cotton pack

tiis 1ns

smalil plece gﬁ:z -

small olack covton nouch

small bottle pille (Llnlden'blfled)

bottle seil mnd papper
AUC UITUS LS - -

pa;r biue Tobsers - UNCLASSTFIED

Patr biack “rovsers
F

Enclosure (1)
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1
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1
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- oo .
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black shirt

pair black shirt
aqua coior shirt
wool marocn shirt
red and white towel
round moulded sugar (brown)

OCTUMENTS

watch receipt

roster of Team #3

VC pass (2men) 7

marpon notebook - poetry, roster of Team #9 and
other names

10 piastres .

blue notebook with envelope (Dblank)

orange notebock (blank)

red wallet (empty)

Enclosure (1)
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