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PART n 
NARRAT~rE StJl.lMA.RY 

1. MISS'ION ASSIGNED. 

The mission of the 1st Battalion, 3d llfarbes continued. to be the conduct 
of' extensive counter-guerrilla operations throughout its assigned TAOR. 
The concept of ol'erations required con'Cinuous day and night combat patrolling 
to~ counter the activity of the enemy, disrupt his routes of supply, and 
render his own operations in the ar.-ea ineffective. In addition, the Battalion 
assumed a 4-day reaction posture 14-17 August, in preparation for possible 
deployment to the BA LQWGValley to support AINN forces operating in that 
sector. On 20 AU{ ,'~ the Barl;talion received orders to prepare to effect 
a relief on positicn with the 1st Battalion, 1st Marines on or about 
28-29 August. Preparation commenced for the relief and subooquent departure 
from the Republic of Vietnam to Okinawa on 31 August. 

2. OPERATIONS PARl'ICIPATION. 

On 2-3 August the :Battalion partiCipated in a joint u. S. - liRV1f 
search and destroy operation along the SONG YEN River. See l.Jart IV. 
Three Companies f'rom the Battalion executed t he actual searoh and destroy 
mission through the outlying villages. Supporting the operation, an,tl 
sdjooent to the Battalion, were the 3d Battalion, 4th Regiment, of the 
2nd ARVN Division and the 3d Reconnaissance Battalioil, 3d Marine Division. 

The operation itself required very little, if any, flexibility and its 
euccess was directly attributed to the thoroughness of the pre-operation 
planning. Though enemy resistance was light, t here was an abundance of 
evidence indicating extensive va activity bad prevailed in the area. 
}~rous elaborate va tunnels, caves, fighting hole$ and shelters were 
uncovered. The Battalion suffered 3 WIA througho~t the entire operation. 
Enenw losses were 5 KIA's, 11 WIAts, and 12 veo. Post operation analysis 
resulted in a beneficial guidance to future o];Jerations of' a similar magnitude; 
particularly in the employment of helicopters, tanks, and in the basic 
concept of search and destroy missions. 

The techniques of cordoning villages, utilized during this initial 
u. S. - A1ro1f joint operation, p~~ved to be both realistic and effective 
when employed in a subsequent operation by Company D in tho village of 
KHOUNG MY (2'). C6mpany D was introduced into the TAOH by foot, under 
cover of darkness. and was occupying positions around the village prior 
to dawn. Tha cordon '.;as tightened around t,he village at daybreak With no 
losff of surprise. The ensuing search and destroy operation was conducted 
in oonjunction with a composite ARVN force and resulted in 4 VC KIA t e'and. 
1 WIA. t and the discovery of numerous intelligence items. 
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Similar seareh and destroy operations were conducted in the villages 
of TAN lilJ PRaTING, HOI vue I:Uld CA.O SUNG, by platoons.f!room. Companies A and 
B. The Battalion also continued extensive combat patrolling throughout 
the range of dominant higbground in the southwestern portion Of the 
TA.OH. During the course of patrolling along this complex, a VC Modium­
Level Cadre Training Camp was discovered, as well as other guerrilla 
base camps in the vicinity of Hills 502 and 310. 

VC resistance was light along tho 502 - 310 ridgeline and the approaches 
to the valley floor. f~~I fires employed on a nightly basis by the Bat­
talion severly interdicted the movement of the VC and accounted, to a 
large extent, for the decrease in the enemy's activities. 

Coordinated tank/infantry operations were conducted along the SONG 
TUY I.DllN River and incroa:sed significantly the speed and maneuverability 
of the infantry. The utiliZ'ation of the tanks also enabled the infantry 
to reach their objective, rested and fresh, and consequent~ enhanced 
their efficiency in the execution of its mission. Immediate firepower 
was also available to the infantry with the tanks. However, where the 
terrmn was unfamiliar to the tanks and was broken in nature they became 
cumbersome and a definite disadvantage. This \vas particularly evident 
during subsequent operations with tanks along the base of too Hill 502 
and 419 ridgelines ,'lith 2 platoons from Company C. 

The Battalion1s Out Post/Liaison Team located at the HIEU Due District 
Headquarters continued to be an expedient and efficient source of 
intelligence irrfoI'J1I.ation. The reaction time of the Battalion was de­
creased accordingly, nnd a continuous cognizance of cner:JY activity in too 
TAOR was achieved. 

The .AN/TPS-21l continued to be used as a positive means of surveying 
ene~ movement during the hours of darkness. The 'targets uncovered qy 
the AN/TPS-21 were the object of two artillery missions. 

From 17-21 August the Battalion occupied positions forward of the 
FEBA, employing numerous ambushes and local patrols, in response to an 
increased readinesa posture prompted by the Communist l1anifesto hOlidays, 
and the likelihood of stepped up VC activitYe Company B re8~~ed positions 
forward of the FEBli. in ordcr to seoure the right flAnk of the 2nd Batta.lion, 
9th 11:'ttinGs 111 accordanco 1lith )l"d Marines message (CONFIDENTIAL) 201645Z. 

Company L conducted tho final. O1J8ration of the Battalion 011 ~3 .. 25 
August~ The three platoons of Com~~y A convorged on th~ Hill 502 ~ 310 
and 419 ridgelines via helicopter, landing in two separate LZ's. The 
approach to the rendezvous point was attempted from three directions. 
The formidablo nature of the terrain ho;veverprevented a thorough search 
and destroy operation from being carried out. 
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a. Terrain. With the ta.ctical area of resl)onsibility remaining 
generally unchanged, the terrain conditions within the TAOH are 
unchanged from previous analyses, except as noted in the following. 
Nearly all paddy areas whioh are cultiv9,tcd contain rice crops having 
attained a height of 3 feet. The innunc1ation of these paddy areas, 
resulting in ankle deep water, has contributed to reduoing trafficabilit,y 
in these areas. Continued growth of vegetatton along man1r trails has 
resulted in trafficability of these trails to be incroasingly difficult 
wi th movement in some areas being slow and cumbersome. Aerial 0 b­
servation is again limited to some degrse Qy this factor. 

(1) General. An analysis of past climatological factors for 
the month of August indicated the probability of no marked difference 
from the weather patterns experienced in J~y 1965. 

(a) 'Tem:perail1Jl."e .. Temperatures ha.ve ranged from 87 to 
92 degrees during the day and 72 to 79 degrees at night. These tempera­
ture rangos are slightly lower than those recorded for July, however, 
they are generally oonsistant with past averages for the month of August. 
The continued high humidity, nnrticularly after periods of rain, has 
generally negated the coo1i.1og effects attributed to lower teElperatures 
ranges. 

. (b) Visibility - Al though the ralnfa~.l was avexp..u,e fur the 
month of~~t,visibi1ity lL8.S continued to be good to Gxcel1ent~ 
Visibility was reduced to less than 5 miles, 3 percent of the month. 
The few periods of reduced visibility have had ve::y little limiting 
effects on air or ground operations. 

(0) Surface Winds - During t,he month of August the pre­
vailing wind flow was northeasterly, with an average s peed of 8 knots. 

(2) SUmma;r:y. The month of Augus t h."'l.S produced an average 
rainfall uith the prevailing surface winds being generally in a north­
easterly direction oooesio:na.llv shifting to the southwest. Normal 
temperature ranges were reoorded for the month with the high being 
92 degrees and the low 72 det.r.cees. August 1%5 has conformed to past 
norms. 

Elements 

A.verage 1-faximum Temperature 
Ave~age Minimum Temperature 
Total Precipitation (inches) 
No~ of DayS with Precipitation 
No. of Days with Thundershowers 

90 
16 
2.7 
7 
3 
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EJctreme Maximum Temperature 
Extreme Minimum Temperature 
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92 
72 
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All Time MJnth 
Extreme 

102 
70 

a. Orientation and familiarization training WRS conducted through­
out the Battalion in the employment of the 60nnn mortar. A formal 
training school \.;a,s o.rganized by the 81nnn Mortar Pl ".toon Commander for 
a.ll units, in view of the Battalion's success with the 60mm mortar on 
patrols, and the possibility of its being retained ~f the Marine 
Corps for future use in the Republic of Vietnam. 

b. Refresher instruction classes were conducted for all small unit 
leaders in the employment of Artillery fire missions. Forward observer 
techniques for calling in and adjustL~ ~xtillery fires were reviewed 
and put to praotioal use during the B;q,tblion f s program of extensive 
combat patrolling. 

c. Comnnmicl'\Uons continued to be th8 subject of i..'1tensive train­
ing due to the difficulties invariably encountered while patrolling 
in rugged terrain. Unit operators received instruction in proper 
voice and operational procodure as well as alternate techniques for 
employing and insuring sustained oommunications jn a fast-moving 
situation. Particular emphasis was placed on the safety precautions 
necessary during inclement weather and included proper grounding 
of communications wires ann the utilization of eleotrical arresting 
systems. 

d. The operational commitments of the Battalion precluded an 
elaborate formal schooling in the areas of small-unit patrolling, 
employment of embushes, etc., but did provide a practical opporttmity 
to institute that instruction received from previous review and 
indoc~rin."l.tion courses conducted during the Battalion's tour in Vietnam. 

e. The ooncGpt of searching villages rcrceived increased emphasis 
during this reporting period mUne 'vi th the nature of operations 
the Battalion' conducted. Cordoning of individual villages, a ri3latively 
new teol:miquo·f .. ras the subject of review and discussion during most 
post-operation critiques. Particular attention was given to small unit 
leaders and their XGsponsibiliti8s for close supervision or Marines 
conducting the aotur~1 physical searches of tunnels, caves, and holes 
withi.Yl the villages. 
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(1) In spite of the Battalionfs approaching departure from 
the Republic of Vietnam; there has been no slaokening of effort in 
the field. The battalion oontinues to reaot to the exigencies 
of combat service with remarkable enthusiasm and te~ork. There 
have been no significant morale problems encountered this month. 
Through the agency of the Dtvision Clubs Officer, money and material 
were provided for' the erection of an enlisted man's club in the Battalion 
Headquarters area. The resulting Club '''::;.s more than adoquate to serve 
the needs of tho men. 11merican and Japanese beer and soda appeared 
in plentiful supply at reduced PX prices and obviated the depondence 
on local souroes at inflationary "Ox·ices. This l!()nthls B&R program. 
was tl' t:raIllE,\MO'Wt 6uooaaa and enablQd moxe than 200 Maxines hum: this 
battalion to enjoy :from three 'to five d8jys m :Bangkok or Hong Kong. 
Ho"rever, too success of these trips was marred in tho last , ... ock of the 
program when an airplane returning from Hong Kong c:t'ashed into the b~. 
Of the thirkGn men on boaxd from tbis organiZation, there lifore only 
two survivors. It is understood that .. ,hen this battalion returns to 
CONUS it will be the end of the trans placement system between the 
First and Third }brinG Divisions, and as of yat the sta.tus of this 
organization as a Battalion is still undecided. Those individuals 
who have completed the overseas cycle are presently apprehensive about 
their next duty assignment. P.resently, morale is sky-high llith the 
anticipation of leaving' the Republic of Vietnam; , ana the subsequent 
port c~llls to Subic Bay, P.L.and BCC; Hong Kong. 

(2) I\?stal Servioe contfuues regularl, and has been providing 
dai~ mail to Battalion personnel. 

(3) The Special Sorvice program 118.8 made :inexpcns iva .American 
soft drinks amI beer available to the widely dispersed rifle cc~ines. 
~vies continued nightly at Battalion Headquarters and over fifteen 
beach parties were financed and coordinated thru 8PGcial Services. 
The Cruise Book was completed and forwarded to the publishers. It 
will be over 112 pages and some 825 copies have been sold. 

(4) Liberty in the form of organized shopping parties was 
granted to selected individuals evexy~ afternoon in Dalfa.."1g, Republic of 
Vietnam. 

(5) Tho' Battalion had its last payday in ~f and no problems 
were anticipated. Division Dis burs illf:,' ilas more than cooperative in 
providing special attention to those people \'1r..o needed cash for R&R 
trips. Also the disbursing officer has made arrangements to con­
veniently pay this Battalion during a. Subio Bay, Phillippines Island, 
port call. 
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b. Discilllino. 

(1) No significant disciplinary problems w-er8 encountered 
this month. Howevor, irresponsibility continued to cba:racterized the 
behavior of the Battalion liberty party in Danang, Republic of V1G1inam. 
This troublesome situation was resolved by granting liberty to selected 
individuals under officer and Staff "NCO supervisiors for organized. 
shopping parties. 

(2) During the past months; ton men \lOre disciplined at 
Battalion Commandor1s Officer Hours. There were three Special 
Coum-1<:Brtials;' of which one resulted in a Bad Conduct Discha:rge; 
and five Summary Court YJartials. 
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PART In 

ts~ BATTALION1 m Ml\RINES CHRONOLOGICAL NARRATIVE! 

1 Aug 65 

Received Regimental Operation Order ;L7-65 (OparationllBLAST 0't1r In). 

Issued Battalion Oparation Order 330-65 to amplify instructions 
contained in Regimental Operation Order 327-65. 

Breif:1ngs were conducted, by tho Commanding Officer and the S .. " 
for the Company COIDll1;wders and attached unit commanders in regard to 
Operation 'IBL.ll.ST OUl' I" ~ 

At 1900H, Company A (-) of the 3d. Tank. Battalion 2"eported under 
operational control of this Battalion. 

Company D reported, at 2115H, recieving three rounds of small arms 
fire at the French Fort (vicinity' .A'l'943722). 

Company'D reported observing a sus,I:'€cted infiltrator in the vicinity 
of AT932719. The area waS illuminated disclosing a person moving east. 
Three rounds were fired at this suspect, 't~"ith neggtive resuI::a. 

Z Aug 65 

Operations in accordanoe with Regimental Operation Order 327-65 
(Operation "BL.hST OUT Itt) and Battalion Operation Order 330-6; were 
conductod this d.ate. (Refer to Operational Summa.ry to Opera.tion Order 
330-65; Part Ill;" Supporting Documents for details of the Operation). 

3 Aug 65 

Operation "BUST our III continued. (Refer to Operational Sumnary 
to Operation Order 3;0-65; Part JY, Supporting Documents for details of 
the Operat:i.on). 

Company D departed on operations at 2100H in accordance with 
Fragmentary Order 23 to Operation Crd.c::r 328-65. 

The patrol reported no unusual activity othBr than hearing occasional 
drum beating and observation of apparent signa]. lights. 

Progress of Company D was intentionally slow due to the presenco 
of enemy mines in the ~Iea. 

The patrol reported negativG enemy oontact the remainder of this 
date. 

III .. 1 
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4 Aug 65 

Company D continuod on its assigr.ed route until 0322R, at which time 
it reported platoon ambushes had been established in the vicinity of 
AT909698, AT90569D, and AT919700. 

At 0700R,. Company D reported a land.ing- zone was established and 
secured in the vicinity of A.T906698, whilo too remaining members of 
the company were establishing a perimeter around tho villA.gG of KHOUNG 
MY (2). 

Thirty Vietn.a.tnese (organized. into ./lRVN Investigation Teams) landed 
by helicopter at 0746ll. 

The cordoning of the villagG reported complete at 0805H, the commend 
group of Company D and the ~.RVN Inv8stigation Toums !.mtored KHOUNG MY (2), 
and commenced their search. 

Company D reported at 1000B, the 3d Platoon had engaged, shot and 
wounded a. VC in the southeast sector of the village. The VO was sub­
sequently captured with two fragmentation grenades in his possession. 
Interrogation b,y the ARVN investigators determined the prisoner was a 
VC courier. The prisoner and his papers were evacuated to the Regimentat 
3-2 for disposition. 

At 1U10H, Vietnamese Team exchanged rifle fire with an undetermined 
number of VC in the central portion of the village. There wore no 
casualties. 

A tunnel was discovered at 1040B containing one U. S. Carbine and 
three rifles of-French manufacture. plus a large assortment of small 
arms ammunition. 

The 1st Platoon of Company D, occupying the northern sector of the 
cordon, reported receiving approximately twenty rounds of small arms 
fire and four 60mm mortar rounds from the vicinity of AT895686~ No 
casualties were sustained as a. resUlt of this action. 

After receiving information from the1l.RVN that throe VC were in ita 
area, the 1st Platoon conduJted a search of the area adjacent to their 
line8~ The search resulted in the discovery of a tunnel under the 
base of a tree. Two hand grenades were thrown into the tunnel killing 
three va hiding therein. 

At 1 j18R, COIll]?a.ny D reported killing a VO t who was concealed in a 
tunnel, a.nd capturing one automatic weapon of French manufacture plus 2 
U., 3'. Carbines. 
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village search was completed without further incident • 

.li. landing zone was subsequently seoured in the vicinity of AT9t)869& 
for the helicopter pick-up of the ABVN Investigation Teams. Tho heli­
lift being complete at t:540H, Company D proceeded to the vicinity of 
AT910700 where it junctured with elements of Company A, 3d Tank Battalion, 
and Com~ A, 3d !m.phibio'l,tS Tractor Battalion. 

At 1555H, one LVT lTad a IllfJohmiaal breakdowr' in the ·V'ic.inity of 
.AT910700. The 1st Platoon of Compan;y D remained with the LVT unit, 
while the :reMinder of Oompany D and. the Tank Battalion unit returnod 
to their parent oo~,s. 

There was no further GoontV' aotivity reported this date. 

5 A~ 65 

The ls t Platoon of Company D continued its: sec\tt'1ty mission for the 
halted LVT unit. Repe.ir'6 oompleted on the disabled LVT, the com:poaita 
lmii; oommenced return to friendly lines, at t:;07H. The 1st Platoon 
reported its arrival at D Company's CP at 1349H, while the LVT's 
oontinued, unescorted t to ·their Command Post. 

No signifioant operations ,",'Ore held within tho Battailionts TAOR 
this date and negative enell'.\Y' contact waS reported. 

6 Aug 65 

The 1st Platoon of Company B d,eparted on operations at 1022H, in 
accordance with Frag Order 25 to Operation Order 328-65. The platoon was 
accompanied by a heavy section of 'tanks, including two name tanks. 

The reinforced patrol, with infantry riding tlw tanks, proceeded 
over the prescribed route to check point 3 (vicinity AT907685), arriving 
there a.t H2OH. 

. From this pointt two squ.a:ds of the 1st Platoon proceeded along the 
stre8Il1 (Vicinity m899680) 'lnd occupied a position Louthweat of CAO 
SUNG (1), from :AT88f68'1 tc M:'B72689 .. 

The remaining rirIe squad, embarked on tho three te:nks, prooeeded over 
the northern traU to CAO SUNG (1'), arriving there at 1300H, simultMeously 
with ihe two squads moving up' from the south. 

A thorough search was conducted throughout the ~illage with negative 
results, except the diocovery of a booby trepp::ld hand grenade (U. S .. 
manufacture; M..26) at grid coordinates' J.T879694. (See Intelligence 
Heport, hag Order 25 to Operation Order 328-65). 
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At 201'OH, a tank brol(e its trook :tn the vioinity of .A.T885686. 
The patrol established a. perimeter defense in this area. for the remainder 
of the night with a squad sized ambush in the vicinity of AT882683. 
No enemy contact was reported by this patrol the renainder of this date. 

The lst Platoon of Company A departed on oporations at 1620B in 
$.ccordance with hag Order 24 to Operation Order 328-65. The Platoon 
proceeded 0'<[(:)1' the prescribed route, ,-rithout incident, until 1930H. 
At this time, a platoon patrol base '.,,13.8 estFl.blished in the vicinity of 
ATS84715. A. squad size. anbush was established in the vicinity of 
AT880717. No enemy activity was l~ported qy this p3trol tho remainder 
of this date. 

7 Aug 65 

The 1st Platoon of· Company A departed the patrol base at 0500R and 
continued on its mission. The platoon arrived in the vicinity of TAU AN 
PHOUNG at 06;OH, established a blocking fo~~e, then conducted a search of 
the villagc~ At 0730H, en 1JNN Investigation Team was heli-lifted to TAN 
AN PHOUNG to assist in '~he search. (See 1ntelligenco Import "{ nag Order 
24,to Opt::lration Order 328-65). The searoh was concluded at 1130H tfithout 
incident. The ARIllr Investigation IJ:leao was returned by helicopter to its 
base, while the pla toon' continued on its miss ion. Putroll ing w'as 
uneventful and at 1800H, the 1st Platoon l~ported back in its Conpanyls 
area. 

The 1st Platoon of Company E resumed operations at 0800H. At this 
ti1'.1e, two squads idth a flame tank Oomnenced a sor-D':ch of Hill 112 ' 
(AT88768S) and the surrounding area. Although no cnomy was encotUlterod, 
the flame tank was used to burn areas of possiblo VC habitation. 

Simultaneous with tho above operation, the gun tank lilOVod to a, 
firing position in tho vicinity of ~813694. ~fonty-fivolrounds of 90rnm 
HE and vIP wore oxponded on Hill 502 (vicinity AT8;2658). 

At 0905H, twenty va were observed moving rapidly west along the 
tr~il in the vicinity of AT872674. Tho VC were observed to ke8p a 5 
to 10 yard interval; and nll were dressed in black shorts wit!: short 
sleeved shirts. Sane were observed wea:ring white sun helmets d.nd many 
appeared to be cn:erY1llg weapons. .An artillery fire mission WEtS delivered 
in the area with l111known roaul ts. 

Two small shelters, \foll camouflaged and located in thick brush, 
were discovered and destroyed in the vicinity of AT875681. 

No further enenw a.ctivity was re ported by this patrol. The patrol 
returned to its company area at 1735H. Progress of the patrol was 
slowed considerably due to mechnnical probleos with the tanks throughout 
the day. 'l'here were three major bree..kdowns, each being over an hour in 
duration. 

'The Chief of Staff j 3d 11arine Division visited this Command Post at 
1000H. 
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No significant operations were held \vithin the battalion's TACH 
this date. 

Company D oonduoted a search for possible land mines over the road 
leading to the Battalion Command. Post. 

Company A conducted test firing of several company weapons between 
0830H and 0930H. 

The battalion continued to improve the entrenchments and barbed wire 
entanglements along its front lines. 

No signif'icant enecw activity was reported within the battBllionf s 
TAOR this date. 

2 Aug 65 

No signif'icant operations were held within -the battalion's TAOH this 
date. 

A Marine' from Company B reported receiving two rounds of small arms 
fire at 1245H; while walking ldong the road in the vicinity AT959708. 
Location, or direction, of the position from whioh the rounds oame could 
not be determined. 

At 2345H, the Commanding Officer of Company B reported observing 
approximately ~J to thirt{y 60mm mortar rounds impact in the vic ini ty of AT 
979690. It wa~ presumed these rounds were fired Py the va from an unde­
termined location south of the SONG TUY WAN River. 

Work continued on the construction of defensive positions within 
the ba"ttalion's TAOH. 

No further eneIDlf aotivity was reported this date. 

10 Aug 65 

A oompany sized patrol, scheduled in accordanoe with Frag Order 26 
to ()peTation Order 328-65, we:s suspended 'this date due to the determination 
by higher headquarters that the selected landing zone was not suitable for 
helicopters. The patrol was rescheduled for 11 August 1965, contingent up­
on the availability and seleotion of a new landing zone in close proximity 
to the original LZ. 

At 1835H, a report was received that approximately 100 va were 
located in the vicinity of ~964675. Control of artillery and aircraft 
was by the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines since the va unit WM just over 
the boundry line seperating the two battaUon tactical areas of respon-
sibility. . ...----.,.-.~-.. ' .. ;::Jr:'.~ • 

~., ••• -..-- <~. q' --~,'\ 1.-,,\' • 

~r\\S~~\~W{~ii'~i:~~~~. 1 
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A 1935R, the MP~ine Liaison Officer, at BIEn DUG District Eead­
quarters, reported they had received some light small arms fire without 
any d~. The Liaison Offioer reported more aporpJiic fire from the 
same direotion at 2135H. 

Construction and improvement of defensive positions oontinued. 

No further enemy activity was reported this date. 

11 Aug 65 

At 1658H, Oompany D (-) commenced a heli-lift to a l~~ding ~one in 
the vicinity of ~T867626. The lift completed at 1734H, Company D (-) 
departed the LZ on operations in accordance with Frag Order 26 to Operation 
Order 328-65 • 

.A. radio :relay station was established' n~a.r the summit (If Hiil 419 
(vicinity AT866626), with one rifle squad and one section of 60mm mortars 
as security., 

As the patrol proceeded over its designated route, three va were 
seen and challenged in the vicinity of AT857620, at 1855H. Failing to 
heed the challenge by the patrol t s point, the VC were immediately fired 
upon. One va was lcilled instantly, while another '\<las mortally ,.\"Ounded, 
and the third escaped.' Before sucoumbing, the mortally wounded va revealod 
tho three men woro'rocently recruited from a village about four kilo­
meters to the west, and claimed they were members 0f the va unit that 
delivered a mortar gttack on ~ositions of the 2d Battalion, 9th lvIarines on 
the night of 9 August 1965. \See Intelligence Report (:F'rag Order 26) to 
Operation Order 328 .. 65). The bodies of the va l'mre subsequently evac­
uated blf helicopter to Regimente~ Headquarters. 

Five men were observed at 1910B, moving north along the ridge in the 
vioinity of AT840600. These men were presumed to 'be VC but were not 
engaged due to tho distance from the patrol. 

Due to the possibility of having been observed during the encounter 
with the VC, and'to avoid possible ambush, the patrol moved back toward 
the landing zone, establishing a perimeter defense in the vicinity of 
AT861623 for the night. ' 

At 2226R;' the 1,1arine Liaison OffiMr at BIEU DUe District Headquarters 
reported Vietnamese security personnel had e.ngr.ged in a brief exchange of 
fire with VC elements to the south. 

No further enemy activity was rGPorted within t he battalion's TAOR 
this da.te. 

12 Aug 65 

Company D (.) departed its patrol base at 0600R, find continued on 
mission in accordance with Frag Order 26 to Operation 

'I!:r..6 
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Tmr-"lii;l~cl proceeded over the prescribed route towards Hill '722. 
When the patrol reached a point in the vicinity of AT843616 it moved 
west across a streambed, located a now trail on the opposite side whioh 
was followod to AT839628. ~t this point the trail forked and headed back 
uphill. The patrol, unable to loca.te an a.venue of approach to the VC 
Medium Level Cadre Camp, (vioinity AT829632) returned to the pBtrol base 
(vicinity AT868626) where a perimeter defense was established for the night. 

At 1545H,'the RPJiio Rel~ Team, with its security element, reported 
sighting two ve, carrying large rucksacks, in the vicinity of ll.T869627. 
toihen fired upon, both va fell. However, one VO rose, picked up his com­
panion and disappeared over the ridge. A searoh of the surrounding area 
was oonducted With nega.tive resUlts. 

;rhe 2d. Platoon of Company B, commenced a. special clearing operation 
in front of its compar~yls lines ut 0530H. The se~rch was conducted in 
grid squares A'l'9569 and 1\.T9669 to 8 d.istance of 500 met~rs south of the 
SONG TnY LOAN River. 

In the village' of 130 BAN (2), the platoon a.pprehended two men without 
identifioation cards, seven men with invalid identification, gun one boy, 
eleven years old, who hrJod an incriminating la.tter in his possession. Ji.ll 
prisoners were taken to HIED DUO District Headquarters for interrogation 
and. disposition. 

The battalion's TAORwas realigned in accord~nce with instructions 
contained in CG 3d MarDiv message number 143 dated 110052Z August 1965. 

1; Aug 65 

Oompany D (-) dispatched a squad sized p'1trol in an attempt to locate 
th<3 trail leading to the lI~dium Level Viet Cong Cadre Camp" (vicinity 
AT828632). The patrol was conducted 'With negative results. 

At 1505H, Company D (-) commenced return to its defensive area qy 
holicopter. The hali-lift wee reported complete at 1550H. 

One helicopter \'lo,s reported llowned, in Landing Zone IAlHIP-POOR-WILL 
(vicinity 1l.T942723)'- 'tlith engine trouble. Compar~y D dispatched n squad 
to the area- as securitJr until repairs were completed. 

At 2100H, Comp8ny B ( .. ) departed on opermions in accordanoe vlith 
Frag Order 28 to Operation Ord0r ;28-65. 

The patrol made no enemy contact this date. 

Received Division Operation Plan 326-65 (Top Secret), plaoing this 
battalion on a twelve-hour alert as of 2400H this date, as a reaction 
force prepared to support ARVN forces operating in the Valley. 

WJ[M(Cin ~ ~i("ilf£"7fC' 
"" ~ lSi){!~t::.:'iiiJ lfls;;/W 
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14 Aug 65 

The Company B putrol proceedD\~ over the assigned route'was momentari~ 
halted by a. sadured gate in the vicinity of .A!J!887706 at 0335H. iVhile the 
point was investigating the gate for trip wires a booby trap was set off 
wounding one officer'end one onlisted Marine. Both wounded were quickly evac­
uated from the soone. Apprax±oately ten rounds of sniper fire were received 
during the heli-evaouation • 

• ~ a precaution against running into more tnines t the patrol cOl':llIllJJlder 
occupied 8 patrol base In the Vicinity of GlAO THI (3) (AT888703). 

At 0705H, seVC?ll civilian Victn...'U:1Gse policer.ten were liftcd by helicopter 
£roIl HIEU DID District Headquarters to the \Ticinity of AT888103, where they 
joined the Company B patrol .. 

~'\. search of HOI vue ville.ge and the surrounding area ensued. The search 
of the aree>.;, and interrogation by c i'l[i1 l;olioe was vri thout signifi(lcmt r0suJ.tS. 
Six rounds of sniper firo vera reported received at 1023H from the vicinity of 
AT875706, and five men dressed in black were lotor seen running from this ares. 
Investigation was without results. 

At 1250R;- two' engineer mine svtecping te8l!1B were heU-lifted into the area 
(vioinity .AT855714) t and the seven civil policeuen "rere l'eturner, to HIEU DID 
District Headquarters. 

The patrol continued on its mission of r.lino dotection rllld clearance with 
negative results. 

At 1630H, Company B (-) i-tas relie\Ted by a.n element of tho Reconnaissance 
Batte.1ion p,.nd subsequently heli ... 1ifted back to its company defensive area. 

The 2d Platoon of Company 0, rcdnforced with a hoavy section of tanks, 
departed on operations at 1100H, in. accordance Vlith F.rag Order 27 to OJp.xntion Ordor 

328-65_ 

Patrolling \"as without inc idemt and, at 2005H, a patrol base was est­
ablished in the vicinity of AT696660. Thero vl(lS no enemy aotivity reported 
by the patrol tho remrtinder of this date. 

Rcpo.irs ware not Gompleted on the helicopt0r in Lnnding Zone \fflIP-POOR-WILh 

After sJ:Xlnding an uneventful night at the pl;.trol base, the 2d Platoon of 
Company C proceoded to thG vicinity of AT909672 ,.,hero a ItJJlding zone was secured. 

At 0830U, the 2d Platoon was relieved in place by the 3d Platoon of 
Comp~y C. Tho heli-~elief was rGportcd completo at 0905H• 

The 3d Platoon proceeded ovor tho prescribed route without incident 
until 1'305H. ..<\.t this ti.tle the IJatrol reportea. they had roceivea light '. 

sniper fire in the vicinity of i1T878695 while they wore ~ ... ~ :or th ... e ... 

III-8 EI1G ~ ~C~ 
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lttlOfl. msal. There were no casualtieS' sustained as a. result of this incident" 
fl search of' the general area from which the shots came was conducted with 
negative results. 

Patrolline: WI:'J3 resumed and. oontinued until 1710B. At this time, the 
3d Platoon occupiGd ~ patrol base in th0 vicinity of AT897700. 

The Marine Liaison Officer at HIEU EUC District He?Aquarters reported 
receiving small gnus fire upon landing at 1825H. There were no casualties 
and no damage to the helicopter. 

No further enenw activity was reported t.his aete. 

Company D reported repairs Were completed on the helicoptor that hBd 
been :in its landing zone for three days, and that the helicopter had 
returned to the airstrip at 1925H. 

16 AU£ 65 

At 0645H, the 3d Platoon of Company C departed t he patrol base 1 

embarked on the tanks, f:'md proceeded to the 'battf.llion's dofensive area. 
After travelling a bout 200 yards, thE! patrol received two rounds of sniper 
fire, without injury or damage. 

'fhe Patrol returned to tho company area, at 0902H without further 
incident, 

The Marine Liaison Officer at Iill!lU DUC District HOl.ldqu'lrtcrs rGported 
a.pprehending a membo!' of Company D in tIw villc.gc at AT944698. ThG Marine 
P:riva:te was su.bsequentlypiokod up at Distriot Hf:!a:C!qu8Xters by members of 
Company D • 

. A.t 2010H,' a vehicle returning to thE:! batta.lion CP reported reoeiving 
one round of snipor fire in the vicinity of AT959717. lTD injury or da:ma.ge 
was caused by tho round. 

The Marine Liaison Officer at HIED DTIC District rfuadqUArter~ reported 
hearing drum signals and sporadiC' shots throughout t he night or'iginating 
from a point north of the headquarters. 

The ground surviellanoe :ca.-:ar(AN!TPS21) reported activity in grid 
sq,!ares .AT9267 f ll!r936T, and 1..T9368, which increased in tempo between 
2400H and 0330E4 Artillery fixes were dolivered on targets at AT924679, 
AT931679, and lH'933b81. 

At OS30H, the Chief of District Headquarters dispatched a forty man 
ARVN patrol to investigate the arc&; of last night I s taxgets. The ps.trol 
reported no trace of VC in the area. 

1II-9 
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Squad and Platoon sized ambushes were manned throughout the battalion's area in a.ccordEttlce with hag Order 29 to Operation Order 328-65. All ambush sites were occupied under cover of darkness. 

The battalion was relieved of standby duties as of 2400H this date, in accordance with provisions of Division Operation Plan 326-65 (Top Secret). 

18 Aug 65 

No significe.nt operations were conducted within the hat tal ion' s TAOR this date. However, ambush sites were marmed throughout the TAOR 
gs specified by Frag Order 29 to Operation Order 328-65. 

The Regimental Commandor visited the Battalion Connnand ".Poet end viewed front line defonsive positions. 

A member of Company A was wounded in. the log by an accidental dis­charge at 1730H. The victim was evacuated for treatment. 

No significant enerrw activity \vas reported within the ba.ttalion's TAOR this date. 

19 Aug 65 

!fo significant opere,tiona vlere conducted within the battalion's T.A.OR this date. 

lanOushes, in accordance with Frag Order 29 to Operation Order 328-65, were manned throughout tho TAOR. 

No E'.hemy activity was reported within the ba;titalion's TAOR this elate. 

Construction and improvement of Q,of'ensive positions continued. 

No signifioant operations were conducted ''1ithin the battalion's TAOR. 

bmbush sites continued to be manned in accordance with Frag Order 29 to Operation Order 328-65. 

Companies oontinued construction and improvement of thair defensive positions .. 

lL'lI'assing and Interdiction fires were 1eliverGd thoughout the TAOR. 
There lvas no signii'ic.9.TIt enemy setivi ty reported within t he battalion's TAOR this date. 
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NUGYEN VAN BE, a six :rear old Vietnamese boy, was escorted to the 
bospit~l at BIEN BOA, where an operation was to be performed for the 
correotion of a cleft lip. The operation was to be conducted under 
the s:ponsorahip and coordination of the Battalion :Chaplaif.l. 

No significant operations were conducted \Y'ithin the battalionrta 
TAOR this date. 

At 0945H, Company B requested an emergency air evacuation of a 
Marine who had been shot in the back while on security duty at the 
front lines. The lvJ'a.rine died of his wounds .subsequent to the evacuation. 
11 search of the area for '~he sniper met With negative results. 

Company A reported approximately 10 rounds of small arms fire 
were received within their position from the vicinity of AT916730 at 
2115a. A patrol dispatched to investig;1te the area from which the 
tire oame met with negative results. 

Tmre was no further enemy activity re};X)rted this date. 

lIrtillery continued to saturate the batta.lion's IJ:AOR nth 
harrassing and interdiotion fires throughout this date. 

The COlll1llS.llding General, F:t-!F Pacific, 'vis1-{jg,::; Dompany Dt 8 area and 
spoke to the assembled trooIE. 

R9alignmeni: of the batta.lion's TAOR and defensive positions 
was accomplished in aocordance with Regimental Commander'S messe~ 
dated 201645Z. 

22 Aug 65 

It was reported at 0730H, that approximRto~ fifteen VC attacked 
tits village of HllIC HmTG (vioinity of AT916727), killing two villagers 
and wounding four Po:ptllar Force soldiers. The VC subsequently wi thd.rew 
with the Pht-ular Force personnel in pursuit. Thore was no Marine envolv:ement 
in this incident. 

'No significant operations were oonducted within the battalion's 
TAOR tbis- date. 

Company D reported approximately five rounds of fire was delivered 
s;t; en unidentified figure moving across tile front. The figure disappeared 
into the dark. 

There was no fu.rthE',r enemy ee ti vi ty reported t bis date. 

ltrtillery continued to deliver ha:rrassing and interdiction fires 
throughout the T1I.OR ibis date. 
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oonferred with the- 13attalion Cotnmander. 

Tho Marine Ligison Officer at BIEU Due Dist~iot BGadquartexs 
reported grenade type booby traps hed 'beon discovered, at 932708, by 
Regional- forces o,porating in that area. 

JI.t 1607H, Company A (-) heli .. 1iftcd from the oompany arna to a. 
landing zone in the vicinity of Hill 419 (}.T867626). (The Battalion 
Oomma:nder accompanied Company t .. ( ... ) 'tho duration of the operation). 
The hell-lift was roportod complete ~~t 1628H. 

Company 1l. departed the landing 7,one on operations in aocordE'IlCa 
with Frag O,rder ,0 to O~:ration Ordor 328-65. 

At 1700H, a Va Was discovered hiding in the rocks near the 
landing zone and was captur.Gd. This VC was utilized as a guidQ by the 
pa'trol the rema.;indor of this date. 

At 1824H, approxinw,tely 20 va WGrr;:: observed in the vicinity 
of AT853662 moving northwest. The VC Weiro engaged by fire I:md two 
were seen r~. A search Was conductod of the: area :vhoro sovcral 
blood trails were found, one carbine (U. S. manufaoture) recovored, 
and ~ items of intelligence value oollected (sec Tntelligonco 
Report (hag Order ;0) to Opera.tion Order 328-65). 

As derlmes.s CllSUf;d, Oompal\V' it ( .. ) returned to the area of tho 
landing zone (,liT861626) and established a p()!'im('!ter dcfonse for trJ.l3 
night. 

The pat.t'Ol l.'€portoo no Gnom,v activity the l~C;'iEl.indcr of' this date. 

24 fU.lg 62 

At 0710R,'Company A (-) departed its patrol base and continu~d 
on its mission •. 1'pvement was extrerooly slow Rnd fatiguing duo to tho 
de'B8c vegetation, lack of trails, and the nec0ssity to break trails 
through the growth. 

At OaOOH, the 2d Platoon of Oomp~ A was heli-lifted from tlw 
cQJnpany ~iroa to a landing zona in the vicinity of 850691. The 2d 'Platoon 
~partod tho landing zone and proceeded OV0r tho proscribed route 
tt:,ward. Rill 502 (v:Loi.'1ity ATS,265S). Sev,~ral attompts were made to 
find a trail to tho sumnit of Hill 502, but IOOst trails diss!puted. 
a.ttel' 150 .. 200 meters. At 2000H, the 2d platoon 1'0 JX,lrted its 1nablli ty 
to SUl:'m')unt tlll1 obstacles of vegeta.tion, heat, mountainous terrain, 
Imd lack of "Ta.ter. Tho platoon returned to tho vicinity of AT84967e 
and establisbcd a patrol base for~he night. 

(1) 
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'l'nef1jc~PFJIlY A (-) patrol found ;the terrain in their area extremely 
1s(JoUl.'BlmlR: and was also unable to reach the rendezvous point on Hill 

502. A patrol base Wfl..8 ocoupied in the vicinity of AT872626. 

Company B ;roported at 0030n, that a va had thrown two hand grenades 
at a position located in the vicinity of AT951688. One Marine was 
wounded as a result of this inci~ent, but was not eva.cuated. 

25 lW.g 65 

Company A (-) dispatchod the 1st Platoon to the vicinity of 
AT8656~ and the 3d platoon to the vicinity of AT879625 in an attempt 
to locate a trail loading toward Bill 502. Simultaneously, the 2d 
Platoon departed its patrol base and attempted to locate a trail to 
Hill 502~ Both Com9any A (-) and the 2d Platoon units found it 
impossible to reach thoir rendezvous point. However, Company A (-) 
discovered several spider traps, sleeping m~ts, artiole~ of discarded 
clothing and othor signs the area was being used by the va as a w8¥ 
station. The'Comp~ was heli~lifted back to the company defensive 
area at 16;OHj' without inoi"'ant. 

Company B reported tMt two VC had fired weveral rounds of small 
arms firo at their wei tion at approximately 0300111 in the vicinity 
of AT953687. The fire was returned, resulting in one oonfirmed VC 
wounded. 

There was no further onellW Rctivity rep:1rted this date. 

No significant operations were conducted within the battalionts 
TACH this de,te. 

Ambushes; local security patrols, e~d listening posts were manned 
forward of tho front lines. 

Harrassing and Interdiction fires were delivered by artillery 
throughout the TAOR. 

Tho ~rino Liaison Officer at HIEU DUe District Headquartara 
reported a Ibgional Force p(;.trol engaged in an exchange of fire at 
1100H in the vicinity of A'l933686. The va withdrew under fire .from 
the pAtrol. 

There was no further enemy activity reported this date. 
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'27 Aug 65 

There were no significant activities conducted this date. 
The Regimental Conmander visited the CollJl!lSJ1d Post and oonferred with thG Battalion Comander. 

The Marine Liaison Officer at HIElU DUC District Headquarters reported possible va mining activity on the road in the vioinity of AT9436$7. A subsequent check of the area met with negative results. 

No further enemy activity was reported this date. 

Barrasstng and interdiction f~ea were delivered throughout the battalion's TAOR this date. 

28 Aug 62 

No significant operations were conducted this date. 

At 042'tIf, Company B reported an unknown number of va were engaged with A'INN forces a.t the west end of IDA CAM Range, near the vicinity of AT961119. Rounds from 1i1NN T:t'oops were reported impaoting in the B Company Area. At 0800H, it was revealed through investigation that the reported ARVN and VC engagement was without foundation. It was BSSUIred the shooting was initiated when an .ARVN soldier accidently detonated a hand grenade. 

At 111'5R, the 3d Platoon of Company D was placed on an alert status for helicopter movement to the village of Ct,.O SUNG (1) (vioinity AT880696), w~ several VC had been observed by a reconnaissance patrol. At 1325H, the 3d Platoon of Company Dwas released from standby status by Regimental 8-3. 

Artillery harrassing and interdiction fires continued to saturate the battalion's TAOR throughout this date. 

The forward party of the 1st Ba.ttalion, 1st Marines, and its Commanding Officer arrived this date. Briefings and familiarization tours werG oonducted by the Executive Staff and the Company Con~ers. 

III-14 ENOIOSURE (1) 
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5750.1 .1 Sep 65 

held within the battalion's 
TAOR t his date. 

Elements of the 1st Battalion, 1st Marines commenced 
arriving at this battalion's ~ositions. 

Company B of the 3d Mcl.rines :r.'e~)orted all of Company B 
of the 1st t-:Iarines had arrived at "1450H. 

Compmy C of the 3d Jl1arines reported all of' Compan.Y C 
of the 1st JYfarines, less the ship t s platoon, had arrived 
at 1530H. 

Company D of the 3d l\1::t.rines reported all of COillf!<;'ll1Y D 
of 'the 1st l>!o.rin88 had arrived at 1605H. 

Company A of the 3d r'L:'lX'ines reported all of Company A 
of the 1st M:'1.rines, leS8 EU1 0 ight mun \'larking party, had 
arrived at 1650H. 

As of 190QH, 75% of H&S Company, 1st 11arines arrived 
at tho command post, witil the rerncd.ning !31ements expected 
tomo~YTow. 

This battalion commenoed Gtcl.ging vehicles and equipment 
at Monument Beach, and continued preparations for loading 
ship. 

Intelligence repor ted a suspected VO battalion had 
been observed in the vicini t.V of AT885717, at 1505H. 
Artillery sl.1turoted tili£! area \'1i th H&I firos which oontinued 
tJ'l"Oughout the night. 

JIo further enemy act ivi ty w'as repar ted i:1i thin the 
b2.ttnlion's TAOR tlis date. 

~p AU8 65 

Continued to stage vehioles and eqUipment at Museum 
Beaoh (vicinity BT033767) in preparation for loading aboard 
the USS BAYFIELD (APA 33). 

It was reported at 1020H, that approxinDtely twenty va 
had fired at a heliCOPter in the v1cinity o£ AT88870a. A 
request for aerial Observation of this area for the adjustment 
of artillery fire was aubsequ.ently denied by Regiment al , 
Headquarters. 

The Oompany Commander of Company B, wh11e on a helicopter 
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------~~~~~"~moe reported obsorving approxiontely twenty persona 
noving north troe AT916659. All persons were observed oarrying 
genr t however the nuturo of this equipaent could not be deter­
mined. This sighting occured ut 1020B. 

Company D, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines departed on a famil­
iarizution patrol with members of Conpany D, 1st Bnttnlion, 
3d NnFines n.t 1100H. The patrol was conduoted with negative 
ene~ contact and returned to the conpnny area at 1730H. 

At 1145H, the 1st Platoon of Company B, 1st B~ttulion, 
1st l'1o.rines depnrted on n. ff~L1ili[J,ri£ution Introl o:f the area 
forward of its lines. Menbars of OODPany B, 3d Mnrines 
accoopunied the patrol in an advisory role. There were no enemy 
oontacted during the conduct of this patrol. The pntrol returned 
to its conpany area at 1625H. 

The Battalion Coon~der of 1st R~ttalion, 3d Mnrines nnd tho 
Battalion Cormmnder of 1st Buttallon, 1st r·1arinos visited the 
village in the vicinity of AT947701 at 1630H, in connection 
with tho "People to People" prograo. While touring the village, 
three wounded WODen wero disoovered and evacuated to the Aid 
Station of' Ooapany B. The interpretor, accooprmying the party, 
stated the women clninec1 to have been wounded by an nrned ArrJy 
helicopter. 

At 1820H, Oonpany Ji. of the 1st l"rarines, ucconpunied by 
personnel of Coopnny .i~ of tho 3I'd Marines, depnrted on a 
familiarization pr. trol. Squad Sized unbushos were established 
along the patrol route in the vicinity of AT898738, AT900732, 
AT903725, AT915736 f AT915730, i1.T914723, AT923738, an(l AT928734. 
The last ambush site was reported established at 2155H. 

Conpnny B reported they Th-"ld shot and. wounded a va suspect 
at 1826H, in the vicinity of J .. T948684. The va \orriS shot by 
personnel of the 2nd Plu toen, Conpnny 13, 1st lclarines. The va 
was subsequently ev~cuated by helicopter. 

There was no further eneoy activity reported this date. 

21 AM ~..5.. 

The Coonand Post of the 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines was 
closed at 0800H, this date. The connand shifted to USS 
BAYFIELD for departure fron the Republic of Vietnan. 
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MY;' ~1~ 3d ~jt' 
~'ki ~;f.>.rL'i'V (Re~u.);) 1'lli.? 
DII. H:lNG. ml't' 
'12300 3cl 1965 

Ofl'lt"'a~iO!l 01'df.\r '~,,'5 

&':'-1't <a) MaP! rwoCTfIWII.9 1.509 00011 AJIlS 1#01" Slle(ltr;t~659 n:r nnd 6656 :nr 
(b) Atl.ne.."" C to Ope:r'atd.on omer }:21-65 

(1' ;!kt Y.:~r QontUru.i'.>0 {;oiif"tlH.;:;6· Il8n':u~7, 9X-~a (;M ~r:;f.)1vfj.' 3t.)mb&~ pat1!'Ollb'!B 
wi:thta'l!'4.0R" 

(2) Y Co~ -,a ~ 4th l':-arll re1.teTt'fs 00 0, 1st :an. }d 1>1lZ.' responsibll!:t7 
aef'enoI!'J HUl ,21 It 266~ '11\! L,\ ~s wi. th two pl.a:toor.a and Co B. 
J.s't 'Bn, 3d Msr with one pla'toun 'to'/: prrri04 o~ o~t1on.. 

(3) '. eo ( .. ), 2d ~ ;a I>l't>:.1e'1.'e11.(I"8'o", Co ~ 1st Dn. 3d }, .. of def'ewd.~~ 
po9~~15n for nor~od o~ opaz~~i~ 

(4) ,:1 :ReC1;>:II. 13i'l;3 ot):t1dtifots seraenlng Opotl'A.t:loJat;J :ill woste:en 8~tcu!" or 
~ area 01: :l'€s}:lOnaib!J.ity /Ul.d f.lf.MU~h and dsstroy o:peftlt1ona m 'traoe 
of ao 11 and A. elol'.!g bothbauks som Y1':N" See Ai.:lnex B (Slr.etoh o£ River 
~p)~ 

(5) :5d:ani 410h Regt ~RVN cor.s!:ucts sClU"Oh ;mil dest.lXrj" ~)f)e.rat:1on in oa.atG~ 
.~tor o~ ~girr.I!I'\.l1:~1 ~n or resr"oI!'{I!l:1bUiVo SGe 1~f)X A (opea'tian 
0V'8rJ.e:,y) • 

(6) 1st l-IA.\f (-) PZ'O'lfintls h~l.i.ooptlG~ S'illl:PO:! ..... ",..TId. OA5/(\ 

(7) l.at :Bne 12th:r1ar provi(1es:ti:ro 3UppoX·~ .. 

(l) !tOG (-) (R4sin), !id T'k En" 

(2) ,At Co ("',. ,d ~ lin" 

(" T?at AltVN" 

(4) '1'h:r'30 soout Dog T1W'I jh 

1:l!SS101'r.., Cowluct 8se.:roh Al'lod (!~sllroy Qperatiol?!G u:!:th1n the oo'titaliu1as assignfld 
~~ ~pm1aib:'!.H.t;n kill Ole r~p%U""'tl! all ~ Mcoun'ta~>di apprah«ind a11 
JIlal&9 of' mil~t!U'.'Y nge... dJiC'h,'1.'lY' .all eneF1J'" f'orl:r,f":~"a.idon r>M oapturb all li1ator1a.ls o 
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.,4.. Q?~.a~. , .. i'YR~~~','2J~~'" U'1:;C'~: ~l?,~~':;'c ..i."I':~f~ce~'l>i ~lV;;t,IJa..-,,;too tlO;ld :t:U ~,d '1r!/ 
'if;. O~ L~t ¢(},;!th.:u;'? ';,~m,'\:h ""na .<'l·')l;;t:.'!)1" on¢~a5;iot'~ !l.ll? a. l~oQ~ioc, 1!!:f 4B~~a 
:if? rt"",ii&1. t.;y- 'Nlll: liii.:l' ~1f'Jf ,"ll1;: lH,'i;'-:i 1,,~'tkH i} f :;Orrit ~~'" S~IS i:.r.i·'~.e.~ A 
{oper&~-5_o ... ')v'&!i'l",,:;'f ,<. 

II ttil dw<it ~ "!!M .. 1:r~y 
1 Sf.'r.; ~:y ~Ji;J~~~n1' 
SC>Jut 'Ittr WdJ Co t 
Jnl;I3:l'p;,;'~t1J'f:' 
'i)&t. sV,'Hi 'Ola't 
:2 Sq~"'a,[-t.(' 

3",<';'1J t Dec. 'i:M _h __ 

(" CQ:'1dnot aearoh ~';1 dt'!f~t,~·~ i:;P'i'T'!l;t.i£lil!H. W'i~l$ ~'.t'&a of' rMi.:0'.(w;11r":l:l:t::r", 

(.e..) On. @l:4\l1? c<~-r,'LW d""'·-Im .. :t:lYi8-;;~(til:1:;;5.mf .. ~'tn1.ni'f5t '5·f6?'O~. 

(6) 

(1) &, 1)Z:'apa.:,t't&.1 '(;0 ·:::::.;~aS<9 :',r:7,(}Y"~n ;1-:'1.11:-.11",,:, T;tI"f" .. ~ xub'ba:t.- 'bt1at~ snd M:t:l.Ta 
oo",ta., 

,o.1;tfWh''''~i ro TN ,\:!;'t:; 
TACT' t5 ;j.w.'];) 
]. '3e~ <,;'lmrll l'·bn~..:r.S 
S~'Ilt '1'M Pi'$ 00· t 
IiI ire:I'p .. ~i;15:>:-
De't AIYIi 'H,~~ 
2 3Q,1 Jilng.~ 

$o';)ut :no~ T~'i 

(1) :JOO'LPY Co I1'B':J!'}!i'l':~J-$' ~!'. 't'~~.n~:>'''T 965'7'40 by=inO(5~Ou., 
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(S) CQut1nuili a.ttlWk I>lIt i\)m~r to seS)':oh end dt:stZ\.'lY If<1. (lbj.-,otivo 9,." 

(9) €kt order 8GCUX';ft :t::i.V<9r QX082:1ll[~' s:1.te vicinit:f 959G~J ooye~ ol.'QlJs:t:ng 
OorfJl',)-:l.nit1l8 A s.nd C west aide SO].'I} TIm .. 

dI... Co C '~~l.& 

A:ttaolleG.s FO '!'M Il.rty 
T.f\CP (5 nlml.) 

(:1.) 

(2) 

(5) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(1) 

(6) 

1 501$ 60mm rlj)lt"~1U"8 
Seooe.%'t TN Hc'kS Cg 

1:n:t~~1;a::{" 
1)$1> A R\I1f Pl. . ., t 
2 Sqd E~ 
Soou~ "Doe 'f.H 

Oo~w C-c> GSscmbl.:.- -ar"a v;Lci:n1V 9651'10 lW 020630110 

U:md tmd 80~~ r,z YEl...LOr/ at L-bour 411 D<'~ p:rori40 1. p1.6~ oo~i."i7 
f:0Z! LZc . 
do'ftduct iJ6Aroh and deat~'f orn&:L'a:'ldons .rlthin. ~o. of nuporuti.l):l.U.ty 
with 2 platoOfASo 

Prtiv14e 590url. ty Dl'1 CDd arp" a.r.Id leg em Grp' V:to 96,612 .. 

On. o1'llib:' QOeuP/ de;:f'E!usivs Fo.ait1on ",1011111:"Y 9106:20 0 

On o;zd~r (jn D +- 1 da:-.. oo.ndul,;l:'t. sas.ro.h a.1Il'..'!. dest.rc"v fiI£ Dn Objeot:1ve 20 

Continult a.t~ack on cr.d ...... to sol3rch and de~tl.'6¥ En Ob;Ject!ves 4 and 6 0 

:Be pro~ to crags OO~ YEW util'.'.dng !ints., :ru.b~ 'boat.i;s a:nd :na.i:ave 
ooe:ta o 

eo E£..E...,.{!ft,1!l", Aamma r®8pO::l[liM.l!ty OP f:u!:Hmr1t,:!," 1W OHOOOH .. 

(I) 

.-

1Jo DHpe.r';!I!.'l emp1c'T F~ thaI~rl1l ~ingt. m'lallW .:t>rtU!oa:Uons .. 

P.t'Ovl{b:g flletlUray TNt..k Co (-) (HQ.:L"l) retuna to CP on D + 1. dli0"o 

g., CQC$J!:bw:!l~ ~j>.A~f!.ti~:;;}' 

(I) !P~1l O'"fOOH~ 

(2) l)..,eqll 2 i\.ug 65" 
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(5) A"-~a<!hriWllt!~ eff'eati"l'e- 01'lHC{)yt, 

(4) e man heU-'t5lMlO,. 

• 
(5) O~tt1on al.l t'I.'OOPB to be aL9:rt. LO:t" duds, .. d.lI~J.'J nna. ~ob,y t:!raps", 

ADYIN:rSTRI\TImi I\ND Wa.IS'nX!:1" Wo or",<U%(J:e.,. 
~--"'~--~~" ............ "' .......... -

:So ,RSl~A!!LJ!J!&2.1i~11N~.i!!,.Q.~ .. 
.... (1) Call Gig'tls s.nd :t:requ(flI'.o:1es • .,1.11 bs in. SQQ01"d.::u:J.(K",r:t.th r.terel'W9 (b) .. 

(2) Ufi1.tn in ~r~.ph ,,, rill ftntl'J:r: En 'I'!W Not 0;1> ! .... 2 hcl~o 

ito ~tmd M!!te,... 

(1) 1st l3v¥ 3d ~r Thlia.r" .. 1>0950721 

(2) :ta't :aUg ,d }ttl." (Cmd Grp) D=d.a;:y" ...... 961611·. D + 1. drq ,dth Co &. 

(1) P,yroteahn.f.o and 13nrvlty Coflo ,-1'111 be :In flO.:ICrdonoo t11th (;ur.re!l:t 
1m :are . .,.! t;y Code <> 

(2) In the event of' lose vr ooruu00l1outlona on Co!!t\?f.ilW ~" or 13n Te,o I1s'i,;a" 
art:lll"ry, au';" m.,;ctar·e, or a:ttacllOd ~.mi1; ra...r\io JOO'f:a will be ut:llf.zed" 

llutho»tioation wU:t be drawn ~...nil UB"i{ by aU. uni:::tlo 

A - Op$ratton ~r1a7 

n - Sketch of' lU.v·t:tr SWeep ~HF 
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1st En, 3d Mar . 
3d MarDiv (Rein), 'TMF 
DA NANG, RVN . 

. 072000 Aug 1965 

Operatio~ ~ to Qperation Order 330-65 (2-; Aug 1965) 
-F ." ..., I • 

Ref: {a.) Map, nmCCHINA, 1:50.000, 00 L101, Sheets 
····6659 III and 6658 IV '. 

(b) Operation Order 328-65 -, 
(0) Intelligence Be:port dtd 101200H Aug 65 

. !. 

Enol: (1) Operation OVerla;r to Operation' Qrda: "~5 

" T'inie' Zone: H 

1. pWrnmG~ On 29 July the Regimenfa.l S·3 issued a wa.ming 
035ao:r:' for an ini t1a.l plan which conoeived a search and dest-roy 
opera.tion :in the axes.. 0:£. NU! DAT SON utilizing two companies 
£rom the :Battalion with onereoQllnaissance 'company attaohed. 
13ased on this plan missions Were assigned to Oompanies A and 
C and thO. ieoonna.iSsance Co~pa.n;y for Z August, with a maximum 
a.v-.ll:;!ability of helicopt.ers~ Extensive helicopter '~cOllllaissance 
was conducted for tentative',LZts by the :Battalion Commander, 
S"'3 and S .. ~~ · 

On'30 J\llY the conoept. of op.~atiOns!8.s altered to include 
. 'a jf11nt U .. s. - AmlN search and destroy mission along the 

SON'G YEN RiVCl:' and. the immediate cutlying vUlages as depicted 
on the overla;'f to re'fere:nce (b~. 'Friendly forces included 
the 3d Battalion, 4th Reg±ment,.24 Divisio~from the ARVN, 

"->th~ 3d Recomla1ss~oe B9.ttalion (-), and an.additionalcompany 
trom the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines (Company B was added)~ 

.,...=-.. :, . 

-~. . . 

Jrhe Arrnr forces were aSsigned the eastem sector as tM.ir 
~ -~,Mt responsibiti.tYt east of' the SONG BAU ){AU River. 
_'o~~Ja.neconna,issanee :Battalion ~las assigned a wastei'n 
'-'~€$~. of responsibility, west of the. 80NG YEN River • 

. ~he plan then called for the 1st Battalion, 3d ~~ines to 
~~nduct search and destroy operations in its assigned area. 
of responsibility for a 48-1?g'f.P:' J)criod, with, the mission 
!f.}tilling or cap.tu:d~~all VCeltPountered, apprehending 
a.1J, ma:te.a .A£_.m:t1itCU'"Tage, destroying .allene~ fort:U'ioations.. 
and capturing all materials. 

'Ee~ioopterreconnaissance for LZ's and constant study of map 
~:rial photos then ensued. The oonceJ)t required the landing 
~(2_~e:ln.fo~ed.'<30mpanies and a Battalion .CQlIl1l!alldGrQUP in 

... ~ -" ~, .~ .. ,~~ '~"'" h.a.:umaW le YELLOW, .,:i;n . ~ 00 9)()'t. 
,~ ....... _ .......... ::'- . 4__ !~ '.-. "7 .... _ " __ -

. ... 

f 

I 

<. .. 

1 

i 

:~~--:=-- "~~f~;~"";~::-;~~# __ -~~~i", ::>,~~-~ 
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• • .1-1- Ba.f..t . - ." t . From 7,h~ aerie:'.. ~t' ·the vl.llages J.n ,,~:.:1 . J an.on s arp.a 

of responsihility were~ivl.a,G(~, iuto8t;?0J::':i;es 0.: ~ C!'1jecti-res. 
Those oordoned obje"t:.7DS. we:;;:o s];Jl:ttrup and assignee. to each 
of the 3 riflo comp:mies ~:G.l~"thcir respective zoncs of ac".;ion 
along their dtlrec tioll of ad'vance to the north. 

, 

Prior to the operations1 a briefing ruld ground reconnaissanoe 
was conductod for a re~~scntative from the }d Battalion, 
4th Marines who providGd one Xl) rifle company to man the 
FEBA: during the opGration. 

With tho Planning completed~ and missions ,as8ignedt L-hour 
was set f~r 0700H,~~, Z August 1965. 

2~ EXECUTIO!i. 

~ Landing and Southwest SweGE: D...d.a;v:.. At Eo.hour 0630H, 
Reconnaissanoe "tiattalion (.~) :.8.:0,(101 in :2' LZt S west of the 
SONG YEN River~ At t-hou::: :~OL7.)c.~W C Y.~as heli-1if'~ed 
into LZ YELLOIv. . One platoon .3'®fJ71G:'S'a the m for Companies 
B & A and the Battalirn and Reg~nontal Command Groups 
which follo\'led. 

Upon landing;' Company C dispatched 2 platoons, to Rill 55 
to survcy the .ARi;~ landing at L + 2. Ucanvhile t at L-hour

t 
the Ta.nk!LVT oolumn' with tho Flame Seotion from E&s 
Company as" security; procGeded to a. rendezvous l'Oint 
at Hill 41. . 

After oompleting the landing;' Comp8ny C swept southwest 
on the west side of the· SONG BAU XAU River abreast of the 
111iV'U forces on the eastern side;' to Hill 47, vicinity 
DUC KY (2). Upo~ completion of the sweep Comp~ C " 
returned to Hill 55 to establish defensive positions'. 
Who;,t i;hon.-cont~:ooted a;-lweep in the vicinity of ~HAI CAM (3). 
One ~latoon.conducted the sweep and received he~ sniper 
fire. Fire ~"as returned and UH-lE1s called in to suppress 
the va firco . 

Companies A a...l'ld B ab~east abP,8Wept to the southwest 
to the. SON~r AI IT?I:IIA l1ivcr';' Compa.'1;Y' B swnoping CHAU SON 
(3), Hill 4<::, an::. ~""'JGS;~".o~ A. 9W13oping CHAtrSOD' (1? 

The search and oleal' operations to tho southwest were 
completed at 021800H'whcxcupon the companies eBtablis~d 
defensive proimoters, occ12pyillg tho actUal positions 
utider Oover of darkness. Coz:,Pany A ,-ras lo()ated at 
960920; ~dtll the Battclion Command GrouJj~ Compahy B at 

". 964?40, und Comrany C on HUI 550 
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b. ~..£!.1.~Q~;gx: ~ ±"';'~lt Hit].1 3 eompanies abreast, finwl 
:preps,I'at~o:~.n 'l'mrc1l1<...d8 for the s:arch an~ de~troy ?perat~ons 
totl1e llo~~h~ Company A was a8s~gn~d obJeot~ves 1, 3, 5, and 
7 along the eastern bank'of'the SONG YEN 3iver; Company D 
was a:ssigned obJect.ive 2, 4';' and:"6,' and. Company B,. ob~ectives 
8 and 9 on the :l:'ivsrfs western bank. See> Enc10suxe (1). 

In tMt Company Bta objectives were on the ~(!p,pptdte side 
"of the river' it i'laS necessary to plan for a rapid heli-lift 
to that side., P1-ior to lifting B.; Company A secured objective 
l~ then :mOved to a linkhl:p point at _950620 to juncture with 
Company B.. The heli-lift of Compai'l;y :B to the opposite side 01 
the river was completed at 030645~ 

CQmpany B then iinked up with tonks and Was given the ad4itionSl 
misSion Of scoxohing DONG PHU (3). Meanwhile;. Company A 
supported Company cts seizure of obj~cti~,re 2 (XUAN DIEM (1)) 
from its pos:l.tionsat 950630.-

The suocess' of the search and destroy operations "laS dependent 
upo:h the deliberate cordOning of ouch individual village and 
a continuous alignment of companies in order to allow no 
exposed flanks. 

Accordingly'; Company A secured objective 3 at LE SON (5) and 
Com~ 13 secured the southern portion of objeotive 8 
(EBU SON (4)), stnying abreast of Oqmpany A on the opposite 
bank of the river. 

Company C then proceeded to seoure objective 4,' LID SON (3), 
at which time Company A secured objective 5 and Company B 
completed objective 8 and a po~10n of objective 9 at PBU 
SON (2). 

After Oompany C secured objeotive 6 all 3 companies ~cre still 
on line along GL 65 from west to east, with ~'B and C 
onthe left and right flanks respectively, and CompaQY A in the 
middle. 

_~~llo~illg A DAd 13 }!:p the SONG YEN ru.,ver was pompaJ'l'! D, ,d 
~e~-'~"'mffi';jt ~~~,~~~,~~ves a.l.orJg 

,-~ :theriver's b£mks. Four (4; va iT0m killed in the river' -
and approximately 3-4 large cave,S G.Gstroyed. in the water. 

, I 

...c.. Lift-Out: D + 1. 'In order to adhero to a l700H holi-lift 
out of 2 companies, Company .c ',"as assigned the mission or­
locating and securing an ,L~in the vicinity of oh;octive 6 
'which they did by 03160()n at 966650. 

C NFID T A r. Stf'_-.. ' C?~1' .-0 ENT~ ~ ~i\ .. , 
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Company A remained in the vicinity of objective 7 (AM TltA.CH 
(3» 800 meters south of the dam (limit of advance) at 
959658 t while Company B proceeded west to Hill 41. Company 
B then returned parallel to .the main north-south road 
bRck to its CP. The tanks returned along its predesignated 
route. 

Company A then proceeded to the LZ secured b,y Company C. 
The helicopters arrived earlier than scheduled and necessitated 
lifting Oompany C out first in that Company A had not yet 
arrived at tho LZ. During the lift sniper fire was being 
received from about 100 yards west of the LZ. To avoid 
fire, the helicopters we:re advis~ to break off to the east 
on: subsequent waves (See· paragraph 4. ) Company A picked up 
the 13 security and was then lifted along with the Battalion 
Command Group. As the last elements of the Battalion 
Command Group were being lifted out a VCC was apprehended 
by Company A near the LZ. Company· C sustained 1 v/IA during 
its lift .• 

3. RESums OF OPERATION. 

a. Cowany A~ Company A was heli-lifted into LZ YELLOW without 
incident. Resistance was light during the Companyfs initia~ 
sweep to the southwest on D-day,co¥isting of ,l~ht- '8niper 
fire from an archway vicinity 947607. Company B was moving 
abreast of Coml'any ,A's left flank; and because A's extreme 
left flank platQon commander had not ascertained B's exact 
location, did not return fire. Company B was also receiving 
fire at the time as A was moving to effect the liaison with B. 

Numerous holes, trenohes and f runily bunkers werG looated in 
the villages at 945614; 94261'0; and 938607. All were searched 
and many destroyed, See reference (0). 

'. ; . ..:-

One (1) seriously wounded VC (apparently as a result of' 
artiller.y) wasfottnd bY the 1st platoon at 946615 and believed 
dying. The 3d platoon captured. a vce at 938607, who had 
beon flushed from the thiok brush and was suffering from e; 
siight wound,' . 

An extremely soph1sticate.d network of trenches consisting of 
a. mai:ri trenchline wi tlJ. a. number of tributaries rurming off 
the main trenoh Was discovered by Company A. See reference (0). 
One squad was employed to screen~he entire trenoh 1 ine runn~ 
along the trail for approximately 600 meters terminating at 
943606. 

The objective at 943607 was ~ relatively small hamlet contain­
ing extremely w~ll constructed bunkers approximate~ 15 
metet's from the huts. ' Three bunkers wero destroyed by the 
Engineers. One ves was apprehended at 9406C':;, 

------ •. SECRET 
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T'!.1G:t:'0 WCB no f~thar oontact the evening of D-day as Company 
A ocoupied itsc1,efonsive positions at 960620, providing 
s.~oU:t:'ity for the Battalion and Regimental Command Groups. 

Qn D:rl Company' A moved north to ~ecure Battalion objective's 
1, 3, 5, and 7. Numerous holes were blown in and around 
the villages at 960625; 957630; and 956639. Elaborate tunnels 
l(er$ discovered In the last village and partially destroyed 
with 0-4, i",P grenades, and trag i-renades (mo~t tunnels were 
sO well constructed that at least a 5-Ib charge of Q-4 
wasnecesse.ry to effect any appreciable damage). U81es 
and tunnels'were also destroyed in and around the villages 
at 955644·;' 957648, and 959654. Anti-helicoptter stakes; 20 .. }0 
feet high with charges on their top~were discovered at 
959651. One vee was oaptured southeast of 968650. Grenades 
Were discovered in the holes dotting the vill~ge at this 
point and were dcestroyed with WP grenades. .. 

Two sniIBr'rounds were received from the village at 9556;6. 
Small arms,' »-79 and tVP 3~5 were dir0cted on the hut from 
whioh the f ire'~ No sni~era were 8 ighted, Directly 
behind this hut 'vas a. tren.cJllJille running parallel to Company 
A's advance alo~ the east bank of the river, a likely . 
route of escape/withdrawal, 

Compa.ny B. Company B landed in LZ YEuPw at 020730H and 
conini.ehc·ed its southwestern sweep of t he villages w lti+e abreast' 
of Compally' A. Appro:x:imab·ly 40-50 rounds of fire were 
~eoeived from an est~ted 6-8 snipers whi+e approaching 
the vi+lage at 953608. Lig~t resistance wa$ encountered 
in the village after ~he initial enemy fire was silenced 
with a heavy volume of return fU-e. One (1) VC' KIA and 
1 WIA were garnered during the village sweep. .A frag 
grenade ignited one hut and small ~ ~sulted 
ill se.PJ)ndary "eJq>losions. . 

There was no iurtheroontact ~til 021730H in the vicinity 
of 945595 when one squad of Company B notioed 4 men dressed 
in tan clothing running out ot· a . di tah; ; were armed with 
rifles and one with 2 grenades. One man was hit. The 
ensuing sweep sou.th met with small arms fire. Fire was 
returned and contaot lost wherGupon the company.moved to 
Hill 42. 

On D+l Company B \vas heli-lifted from LZ YELLOW to the west 
Side of the SONG YEN River, where it "linked up with the tanks 
~d prooeeded southeast to the river. Tanks were used primarilJr~ rf 
to.s.I'1lsh ~ers along B' saxis 01. advance. In PHt1 Bell" r' .. 

/.(3') (object;tve a)". houses we;'e found with .small arms amrmmition" ..... c· .. -...... .,: _. .. . " " ... , _.. - ."\'. _. ~ ." . . ... 
. - - --.~-- i . 
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_ rrco.ero'tle tra.ils -~,., t:!:'~~:: -:J.C~_~i!'Jcovered a.long B t S 

arls of 8iIY2:=!:;;:;;~ C"'w,) <2) "'if!; ~v0;;':0 1:ille1 at 946650 ",;hcn 
smoke was used C'u " :no~L3 ~.J.';:'Q'uCh ~:~ .. iJh t', v::! Tt!:1A iiscove:t'ed 
cntc.::inF,? In their. a/';':;B:<:r{; "::0 <'z'],':pe they ~r'f''')w gronaies 
befr:re beircg ki.lle:J. w:tth S1J"Jl),ll ~,L:1'3 :::re 0 N~'f.ljJ:~ oO'.'.ld 
still be heard. rr:JL1 ~;"-1G llclm:{J G .... ~ >'-18.S T'.sed l;:~~:;"l:'.:r..g 1 vc. 
0-4 ",:3,S us e1 aga:L:J. C:) <'3per in -tho tt:n.nc 1" . 'rwo (2,) ll1O:::'s VC 
wi'~h :5 weapons ware roo;:nrcred as a :!'8su.l til> 

CO!Ul'Jany O~ On n;"duy .f;',t :.-hou'r, COnIp<my C' landed first in IZ' 
YEJ~ltse~(ju:>::':'ng_s~e ,,;it:;, 0...'19 (1) pia:i;o::m. Two ple.toons 
were "1.e r,:loy98. to Rlll 55 [~TrJ'a:!ting the ar:!'ival of the ARVN 
£orcec" Ji;f-:;er t1:3 AB.VN In.d:.:;.g Comp8l\Y C cont:.nued to 
sweep tho hill :'1a3S in a eai1tei-ly direction finding it 
com!'le"tely'void of 8.J."'f;;~ e::1pln.ooIDQnts or o·ther s ign.s of va 
occt'.:p~tion .. 

Cno platoon then continued the sweep a.long the SONG :BAU XAU 
to the vicinity of DuO lIT (2). Numerous trenchlines (some 
oovered) were diSCovered along tho river. A tota:;' of 33 :ill,.,.,,' 
bunkers and oovered t:;:-enches were destroyed by COl~pa.ny a ~ , 
on D-day with 7 VCS apprehended &.'uping the first Clay's sweep_ 

Company C established its d efens:tye pe;rimeter the f1rstnight 
oh Hill 55 and received oocasional sniper fire throughout 
the night. 

Objectives 2, 4, and 6 were searohed and cleared by Company C 
who encount~red only vel'Y light and sporadic sniper fire 
during the entire operation~ Extensive tre,nohlin~s., bunkers, 
fighting holes, caves, and tunnels were evident along 
Company Cts northern axis of advance. 

4. COMMANpJ!i:pt S EVALU..:.TI0l!_ ~e SUOOess of a sweeping op:ration of 
a 13atta150n' si6e inv-olving the searah of villages. wl.th reconnaissance 
lltlits, AR:lN, tallies and LVT's attached and/or operatitlg in 
8iljacen'G areasi 'is dependent upOn a thorough working knowledge of 
the area a~~ its numerous villages. 

4!~ial re'~or;,n::i8sanc~ for teXlt.ativel.j4t s,objeetives, ,tl.nd exact 
locati0n 0:[ village~, and a continual, 1ll3.p photo s'Gudr J..re the 
prer~<r~'.is:::~~ for ail effici~nt Cp"J:ra.ti8n~ Through ~l1..ia type 
-otpre-plclllY.ling it was discoTeroJ.cil;;:.t; J.:;he lecation of the 
separate vHlages lcnded than/lelv-es to e; logical seJ::·tes of 
1Jldividue,1 objGct:iYos:> They '~rc cord:med 0":1' a:cGo:rodingly. 
~he organ.:i.za;t:':.o:2. 0:: :v,:i.l19.ges ii-,to sepa:':'[".te (lbj(~C-!-;iY:;s 0nabled the 
-.weep:U"& units ~o gaugB the /;I~ea ,of ttl.:;:'.:~mC't"'emo?ft ~'; 
coincide ~d th tbgt of e.d~ecenf u'J.its viJ.thout 6}::POS il~ ::'£9peative 
£lanka. 

The ooncept also called for the three rifle companies to execute 
a deliberate objective to objec'live mission while rGIDainillg 
aligned with adjacent units, ani also enable oach to prov:.de S· fCR" 
mutually sup~rt:i.ng fires if nee'~sar;y. &::.1 
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The execution of the operations required ver.y litt~B flexibilit.1. On the contrary, the time schedule was seldom off as the actual sweep met negligible resistance. Positive oontrol of all units was accomplished through the proJ!Gl:' looation of the Battalion Command Group who possessed a commanding view of the activity tllroughout the entire operation. 

The most Significant difficulty encountered involved the helicopters and indicated the neoessity for further study into a solution to insure an effioient tactical landing. The helicopters failed to land in the proJEr'IZts (LZfs that were supposedly approved prior to the operation, after a thorough Dl4lP and photo study and aerial reconnaissance). One landing occurred in flooded rice paddies, and a second missed the tz b,y 1000 meters. 

The timing of he11.lifts is a taotical requirement and s:ny varianoe t,here£'rom disrupts a ground unit's Qoheme of operations , a scheme whioh evolved around a oertain pre-established pick-up time in a certain LZ, in the first plaoe. It is incumbent 
uPon the helioopters to oQn,sul t with the ground units on any o!umge of t:tmo in that the infantry is gearing its operatiOns around the time that was originally set. By the helicopters arriving too early when heli-lifting out Companies A and C at the oonolusion of the operation, it was necessary to change the plans and lift Company C out first. In that Company C was to seoure the' LZ for Company A to be lifted out first, at a certain time~ Company'A gauged their movement to the LZ aooordingly. Consequontly, Company A had not yet arr1ved in the 13 when the helicopte~3 landed, necessitating the change in plans to lift Company C out first and then Company A. The:rz had to be seour,ed a second time. 

other problemS were encountered which will require a oommon understanding between the air and gound in the future. Pre­operation requests for helioopters are often "approved" for the infantr,y's planning before the squadron itself receives the request. Communications between the ground a.l1d incoming aircraft must be improved to allow both to react to the situation in the LZ and to facilitate the control of the aircreft in' its landing. Helicopters must remain cognimmt of the tactical situation in and around the LZ as per inst:ructions from the ground. units. At the conclusion of the operation suoh instructions were relayed to the aircraft requesting they break: to the east due to the sniper fire erniaating from the west. These instructions were rel~ed to the first two aircraft 9 but apparently not to the remainder who continued to break off to the wast. One (1) WIA resulted from one rou.'1d of sniper fire; at the time the eMusl ty ~:rro.m. !!omp9.l1;V c) 1<T1?S si~borne in the aircraft .. 
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The tan1~s proved .to -'be unsu:tliable for the fllooded rice paddies and 
broken te~r3in characteristic of the area in which this operation 
was oonu.wted" Their sp~ed was reduoed and many ~ slowed up .' 
the progress of the infantry. Flame tanks could therefore n ot 
be used effectively because the infantry had already destroyed 
all possibletarget$, Tbe t~ complete un£amiliari~ with 
terrain and routes also proved to be a serious handicap. 

~st of the VC bunkers were extremely sophistioated st~lctures, 
the parapetB i~ated in some cases with the roots of trees. 
Bangalore torpedoes could oonceivably do a more thorough job 
in destroying bunk~L where 25-lb charges were otherwise required 
on this operation. 

During the physical search of the villages and the river banks it 
became apparent that the individual Mlrine is reluctant to ent~r· 
caves, holes, tunnels, and. other possible hiding pla.o('.ls and 
e,s.caperoutes used by the ve, "Ii thout direct supervision by his 
superiors. It is a. characteristic of most M9.rines which is 
~ttributed in part to their ignorance' of the proper methods 
of searohing, :1il.cluding where to look, what to look for, and 
how to JbCklt'diott. lh this, and any operation requiring the search 
of villages, the interrogation and igyestigative methods utilized 
'by a force of 1I.RVN police, as oppose<1_to ARVN sold'ie~ts, pt'oved 
to 'be the most effective and positive means of uncovering the 
unknown in a village, with the ~..rines providing the fire support. 

OFFICIAL: 

WILLIAM H. LANAGAN 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Cerra 

Commanding 

,.. .... , .. 

~~-. /a./;: .~.; LACE 
I . 

Captain, U. S. Marine Co~ 
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't Bl',~ 'd ih:r . 
3flMaiDiv.JRein) f n1F 
DA N.Al{G, RV'N ... 
101800 A~ 1965 

'Pat:rol Operatio~ ~a.ry ·-to FriJ.g order 23~-g5 to Operation order ;28 .. 65 
J • ,"' .... 

Ref': 

Timo Zone: Jl 

1. OrE1Ul.T ION IN GENElt\L 

Route - As planned ~ Fragmentary Ordar2;-65 to reference (0) 
arid as 'noted in this report and the JP-telligence Report dated 
101800H AUg 1965. . 

Period Covered - 032100R to 0418OOE• 
- ~_ • '"",-t'- ~".;;~':"-_.~ 

-e.. COmpany D, with :; :Rlatoq.~r,~:ilif'orced, moved off its IJOsitiol'lS 
along the FElBAat Q3190QH andp:r.'oceEt~ed along its prede l'1.:i.gnated 
±Cute across the SONG TUY LOAlT River and then south to the village 
of KHOONG MY (2) to conduct s~arch and clear operations for a 
pet-iod of about 48-hours. 

The company occupied positions south of Hill 39 (GS 9070) by 
040315H outsid.e KHUONG l1'f (2; 1 wi!;;h 2 platoons to the north 
and 1 platoon on the westexn hj.g~wou;nd vic ini ty 905694. 

r:n aCcordance with the conoept of operations Ow composite AINN 
force (approximately 30 personnel) Was then heli-lifted into an 
LZ nortln .. est of the Village sinru.l.taneous with Company D's movement 
to form a cordon around the village within its bordering trco­
lines. 

iUIlIONG MY (2) was virtually surrouv.ded wlwn the security fire 
team from Company D, the Company 'Cp group, and the ARV'N investiga­
tion team entered the village to cOrr':l.1lence tho house to ho1Wo search. 

NUmerous tunnels, sophisticated caves t fighting holes, and 
Glaborate farngy shel ter.J wexe discovered throughcut tl1~village. 
Evidence of s.t;rong f@i.ly ties and. xelatiomhips with t.he VC 
sQldiex3 were unoovoo:'od through thorOl.l.g'h' i.11.'~e:r):,bgatidn of local 
villagers, relatives, and other suspects; and a det~a{ied search o~ 
the village itself. 

One (1) VC WIA and 4 KIA's resu1t~d from the operation. The 
COillP1;UlY returnod to its arc a by 041800Ft. 
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:DETl'b:r:;Jt) SYl~QPSIS. Company D crossed the SONG TUY' !OMT River at 
93471"2. }1,v.,., - was deliberately slow' .. to avo.-ines" Upon C1'.088- ': 

ingtho rive gs barking disclos~d ~he Com . s movement momentarily, 
but sum.ided once the .company continued south. 

. <1' ~ 

At 040315H, the company occupied positions WGst and north of ~ONG 
MY (2) on the sUl'rourJiing h":'g~wound overlooking the village. 

At O~·C'7r5H, the corr.posite .AJNl'I force l@ded in an LZ at 907698 ~ 
tl1e :7 platoons of Comp.any D ,corrrerged on the village to occupy positions 
to its ,lOst, north, end. south,·southuo;st within the ~ine-s and" 
lov,TgTound ringing KHUOWG MY (2). 

The search of the village commenced' nt 040745H,' w·ith ono (1) fire 
toam as security, th~ Command Group', and the lJNl! investigation teams. 

Intelligence items (subsoquently tu...-rnecl; in to the 3d Marines) were 
uncovered in hOles noEl' a. couple of Jru.'t:il; One va vas .fired. at and 
,·rounded during an attempt to escape througl]. a drainoge tun..."YJ.el in the 
3d platoon's positions east of the village. He I'Tas later capturod 
a.t 041000R in the treeline a:'1d dO-~3r:j1irmd to be a. courier and va 
squad leader residlllg in tho v~112£30 -

Additional soarching ~d probi.ng ascertained the ~ossiblc presence of 
va in a 1'..ole i"ho was boing harboxrCli. by a family in the village. 
An El-1"1IlS cache was discovered in a largo hoI') f CO{~ti1in.1.r.g tt 1tlOoden 
insert ~.;hich fit snuggly i:". the hole itself nnd had a removable 
camo1A:lagod lidQ (See· Intelligence ltollor-:;). 

, 

At 041400H, the 1st platoon, north of the villago1 received carbine 
and automatic weapons fire. Tho ARVN yelled 8 wal."11ing' to the Marines 
that !!3-\1'CII' were in thG arE'a. 

In the vicinity of 913603~ 2 additional .. rounds wore roce~vod and thG 
va observod rtLYL"YJ.ing into a p..olc at thebaso of a txeoo' The covoring 
of the holowas jl1.to:;:o:n:r::t.ngled in the r'JQts of the treo 'l:r ith small firing 
ports in tho hole itsolf., After an hit:L'11 w81."11ing by the fi..R"iN, 2 
grenades were t rr..:ovTU into tho spiral-sh[),~)0d cave killing 3 ve. 

Two (2) VC wore purported to boo in another fa.raily undergroUlld shelter • 
.After uncovering the large hole1' a'1 Qd.ditio~lnJ.7· but smaller ho10 
was discovered loading do,m to vha,:; -,-:;;'f ;>'i>;,-,~~n.tly Ull escapc alcove. 
(SeG Intolligonco Ropo];t)" One g.'.C',1;:.6.0·~.c."C._" ';;0:;;:'(;] i:..1.to -the deeper 
hole and a secondary explosion oec-c.1::"":'::!... b(;:;.iII.CG. to bo the rosult of 
ono of the va I s futilo~attol!1pts to '\.0.38:<1 g:co:1.."'c'_c ov.t of the' holo 
at tho'samo time. 011.0 VC squad leac:.or InsccrtainCd by sight, personal 
papers, and ID) was recovered along 'crith 3 rifles. It is bi3llievod 
the secondary explosion buricd the second VC. 

The detailed search of the villages continued with tIm ARVN investiga­
tion teams interrogating a.ll males$ A majority of tho homes included 
family shelters with caches of timber,. appe..rontly for shoring tunnels. 

2 
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-CCTIH1UIDBR'S EVAL-:.rATION. The concept 
effecTIve l:1oai.S~of insuring p()sitivG results ltlhon conducting a searoh;' 
in that tho possi.bilLty of escape: by '.1ny va in the village is nogated 
by the tight porimeter surrotmd:.ng it~ Additionally, the investigation 
and interrogation of .~bc inhabitRnts ana their'homes is more pro­
!'essionally executed oy a fO-raoor lJmT police, such a task being'1:Jtl ... 
far.ti.l:iar to tho ::inlvri,dual ~~rine. 

KmJOl:rG MY (2) was ideally situated for just such a cordon. The 
surrouncing highgro:md r>!J.d shrubbc:t:y was just far onough from the village 
to conceal tiD conpany (,nco it occupierthosG positions at night; and 
close enough to allow tho cordoning farce to rapidly oonverge on 
ana surro~~d the ville£o without loss of surprise at daybreak. 

On this operation, as on any cordoning Op9rftt:i.G~'1; it W'aB necessary 
to approacr. the villi'.ge from as I~a.ny uirectibrts as possible:l' keo ping 
the con7orging units out of the villa~until daybrG~"k. The only 
eJti~ from KHUONG HY (2) was to the ,vest, vlhich vas offec+::ilTely blocked 
by ono platoon. rrho village itself vTn.S split l;>y.prbm:l:i::eut' rice paddies 
and vias surrounded on its other 8:.LCesby open (;lold!:. 

,.:..,... .. 

As the ARVN began landing by holicopte~, ~nd the }L~ine units began 
surrounding the village and tightening the perimeter, the inhabitants 
on its outer edge become insighted y and it was obvious ~Gre trying 
to relay the warning to the rest of tho villngo.. By then it vTas 
too late and tho c lanip ivas firm. 

It is believed that tho initial stir caused the va in thO villBge 
to run for fight mg hq10s around the vJ:llage' ~ perimeter.. Thoir 
effectiveness· was subsequently negated whon the l.hrinos too, took 
up positions OVer and_around the s;:>mc holes. Caught by sUJ:'priso, 
the vels oLly alternatives were to remain in tho holos, or attenpt an 
escapo to ancther belo or shelter within the vill~c itsel£e Either 
altern"l.tivo could only result in their capture. 

It is Northy to note that the family shelters were never actually 
utilizGd by the families themselvos, even during the firo fighting, 
Two reasons for this a~o pOSSible: (1) 'Beoause this village was not 
prlappod by artillery prior to the soarc:h1 but instead was occupied 
through surprise, the families had n: J;; .• )od to usc tho sholto:::" or 
(2) with or ivithout artillery prop :irC:~::'- familiesrofused. t~ go 
into the holes, by nOll alreaCly OCGll:pi:::g b;,y tho ';C. The sedond 
rensonpossiblysubstantiated the clcGJ f&~ily tios and obligation 
to protect the ve, vrho ;.!ore in fact, relaliivos as Hell. 

The success of such an opor<.1.tion dep~nds upon tho olement of surprise 
and a thorough and profeSSional soarch9 Not all villages lond them­
selves to an effective cordon~' 

1,{ILLILiM' H. LllNAGAN 
Lieutenant Coloncl~ Uo S. lfarinc Cor:r:a 

Commanding 
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1st »n, ;d Mar . 
,d Mn-Div (Rein), rMF 
DA NANG R'VN ., .. 
;pej'6~ Aug 19155 

" ",. "e • "., "",~ 

.~f~1'··opera.tionalsrumnarY:to'h~order24;~5 to Operation orcter' 
,~,2e-65 (1st Platoon, Com;paIl;Y A) 

{]@t:' . '(~) ~p:" nm~:mNi' l:5c;odo, ~ L7!i, Sheets 6659 III and 
;.::::'~~ ,6658 !IT 
Jl)) Operat1.0.n Order. 328 ... 6~. 

~=,-_,,,""~~:~.:o.~'~"-'-\.'_ -~'. -'-:- . 

_o~f6lt !N GENERAL 
~?<t~2!:-'=.",~_>~~~,~ :~~- "1'-: ..... > ,,' -.. ~,~; ~ ." ..... +:.' . _ .:' 

\'8'0;- .~£J~ .. .As p1anned:' in Fr~enta.rf6rder 24~65 to ref'erenoe 
' .. '~ ;::Cbr~ as . n~ted ~ this rePort and the !ntelligenoe Report 

?:'.nted 081630H Aug1965,. 
~~"~- ':~:::~.:~;:;'~- •• ,- ",: ",-"':- v ,- '., ~'~_~~.','~:.~:.~-~::~~~--•• ',,~. -~.~"-::~--~: ~~~-.-1tx. 
:~b~u 'PeiiodCovered ... b61600H to 071800H. 

.~-, ~,:.,( , •• " "4 o· •.•..• r- ':.>.-. ";"r, ,-' 

·~!i. ··~··lst PIa toon,C'omp8lw A o6n~u~'tJa ooareh andelear 
- jfiie~ations in ~he' village 6f"'TAlt4NPI:1UONG, utlnz:ing an 

:C.," interro,gat :i.o.!l. teem·dUi-i,i1i·'~he)Jea.rch~ The pJa toon 
"': .1ned in apagol base.ihe"7fh,j~. night. (vicinity or 
tJilim 'l!HAI).aJ1d co,D:d.uqiied the searchth~f~llowing day. 
~~jl~i'V'~ .. ·?-rit~~l~.enoe. ~Qrmation .:was gathered, but. ,tbeJ:e 
~.,,~ an obv~.oBS a1;l,~!'lnc,~ of va acti\1~ty. No enenv contact 
fg~s miid~ d,udng the Z4:"hoUr period. ., ,. - < 

: ... ," --. '".;, .;', "'~-'-,' ---, --," -.'-. . ,\ -.':' -,-

.= .. <;;I'F:·...::---; .. ~.~;- --,- _. -.,'-. :~~'i-.-- ,'~T' ; __ , -._~;:<;c·, ... _ .. ;: ; ,'/":- -., • . -.. - '·'.~t ,~ ". 

2~ DETAILED S'YM)PSIS. The 1st Platoon of Compan;y Afuparted its 
'eompany area, at061700H, prooeedmg along its prescribed route 
to the vil~age of BINH THAI. The platoon's base camp was 
~8tablished at BINH THA! with one squad-size ambush on the trail 
~i;~~et>7"1t. Ther.e wati.$~ta.tive eontact~:h~f:iist·ll~gJ:it.-"··c, 

Jt0705QOH the PlatoOJ.iooritinlled. aioDg .~ts route north to .rrAN 
::iif PnooNG~ aI'riV'inge:.t~ 010630Hwithdut"1neident. orie f'iz:e'team 
'~ff..~i.:ed..the village ~o~r a eUrsor.v~c~~aissauce, while the platoon's 
b).9ck~ t~~ce ~ved.ii1:to :pqsUi'ons ~nd t~1:}.tJ,~ge. . . 

··· .. ih~. vi.~i~e itself' Wigl. eOmPl~telY dese~d of all maieswith 
'. fth.e exoeption of e. te'\<i elderly ·men. 11 tadtail~d. search or the 
v1!lage:",S:s condu.cted. oru;'s .. t~e ~~Q~~#lg torce .wsfJ. .iri'pQs·iB,on. 
Jnrc~tltn?- couJ.d oot beoptai.tle:dtZ;QiiJ~ vtnagers at ~~is t;~. 

;) 

:At"()761,oo the 1JNN in-i:errogat:ron~ea.mWas heli-littedin £l'om 
the"·:Hl.mpnuc .District H~fl~9.u..~j~~~p, J!n~J:l~!Ve~i;_~m~~ti.on 9t 
the villagers ensued and impftta.rl~ jn.fc)~tiop. re~a.ro.inB' YO 
mowme1\ts and operations in Elnd a~uM TAN .All PRUOXG was 
ptl:lGred. {See Intelligenoe Re:w:rt'}~ , 
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The patrol returned to the comPBlW area by 071eOOR wi thou t 
ii1oident~ 

3~ OOMr<TANDERtS EVALUA!JON$ The e1'feotiveness of a pt'of')ss:,onal 
interrogation team again proved to 'W~ tlOre effic:'i.Emt ;)-:ca.1S 
ot uncoveJ~ing intelligenco ini'ormatiop. ~l a villageQ The in­
diTid~).r,:;. Mar:':.ne ~s rehwtmce to investigate holes!! cav8s9 and 
tunnels, and thoir ilu;.b:i.J.lty to cOlllmunioate :i.ntelligil1ly yTith 
the local villageJ:'B(' fails ·Co obtain the same informaJ<iion", 

In order to accomplish a detailed search of a village, constant 
superVision by unit leaders is ngcoss~. In addition, the 
interrogation of the villagers is more effectively accomplished 
thorough the use of ARVN inte~~ogation teams or police. 

TAN AN PHUONG lenrls itself to an effective oordon if properly 
exec'IJ.{jed" The surraimding terrdn overlookin.f; the village provides 
the n8cessary concealment during night and allows the cordon to 

S-3 

be established at daybl'8e.k wit}l..out 1 '")sing the elemenJG of surprise. 
The absence of VO aotivity OIl, '~hio o:w.ration, however, negated 
an effective appraisal of the effects such a cordon might have. 

'I[ILLIAM R. I,.\NAGA1if 
Lieutenant aolo:nel~ Uo S. M:Lrine Corps 

Commanding 
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lst Bn, 3d l1ar " ' 
3d Ma.rDiv (Rem), 
DA NANG,'Mf 
081000 Aug 1965 

Patrol Operp,tiOllal . Summary 'to hag '~~"25~5: ~:--~:m.tic'n ~dar 328 .. £.1 
(1st P.l.atoon, CQmp~ :8) . . 

- . -' ,;' ~'-,:-.; -;":' "." ~ .. ~ . .:.... '.: ': . ".. 

Ref: (8:) 'Map: ':moocH~A, H50,OOO, 00 It701,. 'sneets 6659 II! 81d 6658 i. 

(b) OPera.tion:.Order328-65 

TimeZon~t HOTEL 

1. OPERATIoN m aENERAL~ 

t;te Route ... As . planned.' :lnh~~t~' ~~~'~5.-65 :to:reterence (0) 
alldaa noted 'in this report' arid. in Intelligence Report dated 
081000H Aug 1965,; 

0, ' ~~e !st, 'PI/i.t~OPt Company',;li with' 3,t$Ilks proceeded a.long its 
prescribed. route' south of the SONG TUYIDAN ,R:il.r er to sea.roh 
out ~d ~eEi-::ro:r teported' VC caves and tunnels in the vicjnity 
of~AO SUNG ~ 1) 1 and to conduct other counter-guerrilla operations 
tor fl, "9 .. J:l(n~ ~riQq.t . , 

~ - -' '. . o· . -

The 00: Jctivewas seoured utilizing a ooOrd~t~d i:ank-irifaniir,y- .. 
attack or; Iit::~,onv:erging ~is. That's' was no enemy lresiStanc~ •. 
The ensulllg searoh of the objectivre, likewise, failed to COn,flXID 
the presence of the caves or tunnels. 

• .:, .'. oj' 

The platoon witJ:l the tanks established ~" b~e' camp and ambushes 
the ffrBt nig~t· in the vioinity south·,of Hill 11? There was 
no enemy contact. 

The gun tanks d1reo'ted /#-e~' on Riil: ~~ 'th~ folloTtJi!lg day. 
Artillery was a1~o f~~·,orJ.,' a.pprox:tinat~l:r 20 va s:4r,hted moving 
"fest on tr..e trail south'. of J!l.l1.9,2 .... A subsequent ~azch'of' . tho 
llnpact D.,i··O~ produced negative: :te.-Sl11ts with the exce-pl:';on of 
some ,slllall VC'!h(}()()hes"w;hioh w~re then hur:ned • 

. The p~trol~eturned,tothe' CPo by 071730H with negative oontact. 

2. DErAnED SYNOmj.S.' .. :q:h~· ~~~rQL~Gs-rted ~:its CP (96570'/) (. -I; 06101"'~1' 
e~bc:x~ed on 2 f'1a.p1~tanks.a.ndl gt1l1, tapk, s:ccomplishing the reavo to 
VlC:m:Lty 906685 (DONG ·If.lUH {2}) in 55 rninute~.. , 
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'.ehe mission oalled for searchi!},g and destroying reported caves 
and. tunnels located in the ViC:,lj.Uy of CAO SUNG (1) (876692) 
(See Intelligence Repo::ct)o Twu squads proceeded on foot 
west alor~ the stream bed at 899662 at 061140Hwhile one squad 
remained with the tanks at 906685. A r~inforced fire team. moved 
west along the orest of Hill 112 ... 

At approximately 061250H the t8~ with the 1 squad of 

. " ,,-

infantry embarked, proceeded along a northern route for the objective 
area, traveling at speeds of 25 MPH. The infantry and tanks 
converged on the objective area simultaneously at 061255H. There 
was a noticeable absence of va aCtivity. A thorough search failed 
to disclose the caves or tunnels .. ; 

One squad searohed the area from 87969~ ~o 876689. A second 
squad searohed the area from 881'687 to 872689, with one squad 
reruaining as security for the tanks irnmediate~ south' of 
CAO SUNG (1). Scout swimme~s also reconnoitered the rivers 
for undenM:SQ~r.' cav~s with negative results. 

The platoon established its base camp that night southwest 
of Hill 112 With a squad-sized ambush at 882683. There was no 
contact throughout the night • 

.At 070800H, 2 squads (-) with one flame tank oOIllmnoed a search 
of Bill 112. The flame tanks were emplol'ed along the Hill 112' 
ridgeline, 'directing fi~'e at targets located in the Hill 112 
Vicinity. 

One reinforced fire team with the gun tank took up firing 
positions at 873694 where the tank directed 25 rounds of HE 
and Wp on Hill 502. 

An OF at 884687 sighted approximately 20 va (071010H) moving 
rapidily west Hlol1g the trail at 880673" The VO were carrying 
rifles or "carrying stioks", the distanoe and momentary sight­
ing precluding an. a.courate determination. Thirty (30) rounds 
of artillery were directed along the Vela su~pected route of 
movement southwest· of Hill 92. llrtilleIy impacted at 877674, 
872675, and 865675. . 

With t~10 tanks and 2 infantIy squads a search was conducted 
of the impact areas with negative results. Some similance of 
a va Base Camp was located at 875661. Two (2) small "hoeches" 
were destroyed by burning. 

A thorough search commeno€'<1. in the vicinity of 880676 with negative 
results. The platoon returned without further incident at 071730~ 

2 
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COMMANDEnt S EVAr;rl'!\TIO~T" . Th('l em:91oyment of the tanks during 
this operatio5-;:-1'd-:rilval,,:."!:o:i.9 0 .lreed 'Nas -the prilz!.ary adyantage 
as 8'9'id$l':.C'1d -"'y J~h8 }Je:':;rcl; s m"'-rm~9,::t form its Comp€ny Cp to the 
4:1.smot't.;i :-;:::::1n'~ (a. tlfltano(;;: cf a,J:!Lo~G.ma.tely '!.OOO mete!:s) in 55 
minutes, anc. 8{,"3.i-"'l OT! -!il'.8 :,~el:--r.c J:o-'lte (",hile breaking new 
trails) in on':; ilov..r and 20 :rri:r~'Utcs ~ 

Emba~ki~g the L~fan+'r,y aboar1 t~e ta~~ regulted in a fresh and 
well. ~-q3te(t u..."lit r:'; t:t~.a;_r desti.""U.':tiOll" The efficiency of the 
infa:;..~-r-J '!:aP. -chereby ~:'lc:::e('sed O~Cd it commenced the actual 
see,::;och ar..d c.9s~..:;roy op:lJ.:ations(. 

l3mediate fir3 power was al~J available to the infant~i 
commander to oounte::.:- any resistance Of the enemy with a min:imum 
loss of time. 

The only difficulty enccmr':?rgQ ,·dtl: the tanks occtll'red on two 
occasions when thc;:;_,:, tr..BC'rls· ""Ore thxown and required time for 
'(i)p~c Se{Jt .... :~itj b",u 'co -')f:; )'J.'oYidGd fora damaged tank and in 
a fast-moving si tuatio:l would have "rsl1:-.a.dl'£:1D~e . bandieS!). 

Breaking new ·;;:7ai2.6 C2'e~'.ter.. minor difficulties. Ten (10) 
minutes of p~icr ~8con~uiss8.nce by the infantry over possible 
routes can eliminate a couple p~urs of difficulty that would 
otherwise be encoul'r"er~d N'ith the tan..,l(s. 

Rivers are the ma~~ obst~cle for tanks when cut~tng new trails. 
Again, prior reconnaissance by tLe infantry for points of ent~ 
and exit on the river banks, or the use of a blade tank 
to level the banks wOllld allev'ate this prolJlem. 

The absence of va activity during this operation, and the appearance 
of exter;sive overgrowth over heretofor well-used trei~.s, ia a. 
positive iTl..dir· c.· ion that the H&,I fi~.?es previ0118l~T employed 
throughout thi.., area has severly in-~0~cd.icterl the vets movement. 

WILLIaM H. LANAGli:T 
Lieutenant Colonol, u. S~ Marine Corps 

Commanding 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

lS~ Bn, 3d Msr " , 
3d MarDiv (Rein); FMF 
DA N.\NG, RVN 
132000 Aug 1965 

Patrol Operational Summary to Frag Order 26-65 to Ope:ration Order 
;28-65 (Companv D (-)) 

Ref: (a) Map: INDOCHINA, l:50,OOOt AMS 1701, Sheets 6658 IV and 
, 6659 III ,~ 
(b) Operation Order ;28.65 

Time ~.nel H 

l~ 9PERATIOi INGEN'ERA,t. 
.' 

a, Boute - As planned in Fragmentary Order 26~65 to reference 
'(b); and as noted in this repo:r-t and the Intelligenoe Report 
dated t;2030H Aug 1965~ 

b. ~ribd Oovered - 111700H to 131500H • 

. e, Company D (-), with 2 platoons ~einforced, was heli-lifted 
to an LZ on tho southern mest highground of the Battalionts 
TAOH in the vicinity of Hill 419 the evening of 11 August. 

Previous patrolling in this highgrounddisclosed the 
presenoe of a va Medium-Level Cadre Training Camp in the 
vicinity of 829632. Company Dts mission was to search out 
and destroy the camp and return by helioopter. 

The patrol encountered 3 VC while moving al6n~ the Hill 419 
ridgeline, and killed 2 with small awe fire. A heli­
evacuation of the VC_RIAls was conducted later that evening. 

The patrol continued along its prescribed route the following 
morning towards Hill 722. Various approaches to the suspected 
IQoation of the VC Oamp were taken without success. The 
patrol returnecLto its original base camp, encountering 
2 VC along the way. Small arms fire ensued; 1 VC was knocked 
down, but both managed to escape. 

Routes and trails were reconnoitered the following day with 
negative results. The patrol was hel:L...J.ifted back to its 
Cp area at 13l500H. 

2. DETAILED SYNOPSIS. At 111700H the 1st and 3d platonn of Company 
D were hali-lifted into an LZ located at 871626, immediately 
east"Qf Hill 419. One squad with a seotion of 60mm mortars and 
a rMio"relay team was stationed on Hill 419 as the remainder 
of the Comoany- (-) proce3.li.ed west along its designated route. 

CONFIDENTI.AL 
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1J. trail at 871628 was picked up and followed by tho patrol 
along t he ridgeline toward Hill 722.. The ~d platoon 10d ·the 
column, followed by the OF gr :up, and the 1st pJ.a toon" 

At 861623, 3 vc were' sighted (1.marmGd; with no Gquipnxmt) !roving 
vlest along tho trail._ The patrolts point whistlod and th0 VC 
began running. Small~ rms fired killed onG and "founded one 
(later died). The third. va escal')ed. A medical evacuation 
was completed at 111900TI. Subsequent r~portsrGvealed the 2 
VC KIA's to be recent recruits of the ve. (See Intelligence 
Report). 

To avoid the consequences of possibly being observed during 
the aforementioned ""encounter, the Company (-) pulled bank 
to 861623 for tho night. There .las no further enemy contaot. 

At 120530H too patrol ~ontir.md. along tj;s route to 843616 
(northeast of Rill 722), At 'cha'c point~ the patrol proceeded 
west across the' stn:Jambed. picked up a ~10rth1.est trail aCross the 
creek to 839628. The trail fo:,.:-kf:ld in a southwesterly direction 
up the mountain. This trail "\'ras traversed for aD proximately' 
200 moters. Finding no access:LblG approaches to the VC Camp'; 
the patro 1 returned to_ HiL. 4- 19 ~ 

MeanwhilG~ at 121500H; an OF with the radio relay team on Hill 
419 sighted 2 VC at 869627 approximately 400 meters alolay, moving 
east. M·79 an0.. small arms f'i:c~ : .. :n00kecl both VC down. One 
recovered aad continued to l'Ul1,,' iJut returned long enough to 
retrieve t:'l0 0110 stilL 1~"tl1g on the erQund~ Both escaped. 
f>. search of the area met "lith negative results. 

The Company (-) establishe~ a de~eD8ive perimeter for the night 
of' 12 August a~ 8686260 

At 131l00H" a sqll.ad..:..oiza ratrol co:.:.&u.r;·tQd a search of the area; 
foX' trails, r.:mtos? ana EJlY Er.,-iiehce ofVC movement north and 
west of the patrol base, with L0gative rcsults. 

The Comnany (-) r8turned 1,1 h.J1icopter at 131500H. 

3. COW~1L.lillERt S EVicIV.ll.'rrmr. Duo te aC.di tional commi tmen ts and 
re~uirements glaced~~ the .l34ttalion, -this particular operation 
was delayed foc: a cO:ls2derablo p9riod o£ timo. The last delay 
was <?ausod by J~1;e squadr0:t;' s lisapprovR:I. of the It approved II LZ and 
re~u~ed more alr reconna~ssance for Bn alternate. 

Consequently, the 2 lJlcitoons of Company D were holi-lifted 
into an 12 in tt3 vi~~nity of Hill 419 approximately 3000 
meters south of G.'1C o1.igin~lly planned location. 

CON.J'ID::TINTIAL 
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The patrol thon lu1B. to pu:rsue' ar a:PllroaQh to the VO Base Camp 
from a southeastern direction, ascending along formidable 
terrain, and through extromely thick vegetation. Tn effect, 
this elJPp:l:'oach :i1ocessi takd searching for the VO Camp through 
the tlbackdoor", rather ----:rhari.- from-opoveon higher terrain as 
originally planned. 

Scaling the mountains fmm the southeast slowed the movement 
considerably. The unfamiliar approaches failed to lead to the 
camp. Precious time was consumed reconnOitering possiblo trails. 
Water was scarce and resupply impossible. Under these oonditions 
the va Camp cOl.'ld not be located. 

WILLIAM' H. LANil.G.iffi 
Lieutenant Colonel. U. S. Marine Corps 

CommM~ing 

OFFICI1I..L: 

Captain,·U. S. Marine Corps 

8-3 
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'16 t En, 3d Mar 
3d. MarDiv (Rein), FMF 
])A NANG ,RVN 
140eoO Aug 1965 

Patrol Operational Summary to Frag Order 21..65 to Operation Order 
;28-65 (Company B (-)) 

Rer: (a) Map: D.TDOCHINA, 1:50,000, .AMS L101, Sheets 6658 !!f and 
. 6659 III 

(b) Operation Order 328-65 

Time Zone I H 

1. OPERATION iN GIDWE4L 

a~ Boute - As planned in Fragmentary Order 27"65 tore£erQnce 
(b), and as noted on this report and the Intelligelloo Report 
da~ed 14daoOH Aug 1965. 

b! ~riod Covered - 132100H. to 141700R. 

c. trompany B (-) with two platoons (reinf'o:l"ced) conducted 
6pe~atlons north of the SoNG TuY LOAN RiVer in response 
to inteliigence reports which indicated the VC were mining 
the road. west of TAN A..'Ii PIDUNG. 

~v~ during the hours of darkness,the patrol entered the 
"tfillage of GTPJ) TRI (2) early the first morning. Two (2) 
'{tAi s . had " 'b~en suste.1ned GarJ..;ter as the .result;- or a booby­
uaJl,P.E?d gate; sporadic sni~ fixe w~ also encoUllt~red.,. bu:1i 
aribsided .and the eve.cu,ation and eatah:J.isbment of the patrol 
~oase~~ound GIAO TRIwas completed without further inoident. 

A~ ARVN Ihterrogatio~ Team was heli~ifted in the vioinity of 
ro1 vue. Six (6) rounds of slJlal1 8I'JIl!3 fire wl;U3 ±.ec~i'V'ed d'tlI:ing 
t.he search of HOI vue. T~r~ 'fere no-·oasualties·. 

After the sweep of roI VUC the patrol oontinued northwest 
where the Engineer's (with minedetection equipmen~) were 
neli-lifted in and the AltVli lifted out. A mine sweep of the 
rM.a: west of" Tll1T AN j?HOUNG ffdied t() eoni'irm the presence 
of any mines. 

TJ:1e2omp~ (-) was heli-lifted back to its OP area /It 
1i4t6:;OR. .-

2.. DErAILED SYNOPSm. The 1st and 2d Platoons or Company 13 embarked 
on ·t~c~ at. 131900R and proceeded to a dismount point, forward 
bT Company D's Il6siti~.on ~ 1i'1ilRA.{vioinity 9;011-5). 
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At 132100H1' under cover of darkness, the patrol proceeded on foot 
parallel and north of the SOUG TUY lOAN River to the vicinity of 
89::>705 (northvrest of GIAO TRI (3». 

U}X>n oontinuing the advance toward IDI vue the patrol encountered 
a booby trapped gate vioinity 887706 at~40;25H. The booby 
trap detonated before the point'could a~~ally check the gate 
itself. T\>ro (2) WIA's resulted,. one serious. Ten (10) rounds 
of sporadic sniPer fire were received shortly thereafter 
and duringthe medical-evacuation. The evacuation was completed 
approximately 140410R. 

The Oompany Executive Officer elected to pull his two platoons 
back to GllO TRI (3) for the remainder of the night instead 
of HOI vue as originally planned. 

At 1140710H the lJWN Interrogation Team was hali-lifted into 
an LZ at 888702. The patrol then continued along its route 
to HOI VUO, clearing several more gates (none booby trapped) 
in the process. 

One platoon wa,s IJQsit:i,()ned south of EOIVUC and one platoon (-) 
north of the village. One reinforced squad with the Interrogation 
Team commenced a search of HOI vue. Six (6) rounds of small 
arms fire were received upon entering the village, and 8 
additional rounds eouid: be heard during the search (possibly 
warning shots). There was no contact in the village, nor was 
any significant intelligence informatiorl_ gained during the 
interrogation. 

After the sweep, the Executive OfFioer consolidated his foroes 
and continued along his patrol route to 855712. The EngineeyS 
were he li-l if ted in approximately 141330H, at which time the 
ARVN were lifted out. 

The patrol then proceeded to the road junction at 846118. The 
Engineers started sweeping the road for mines from the road 
junction to 846725, a distance of appro:lCimately 200 meters. 
There Was negative results. . 

1i.n LZ -TaS secured at 846723. A reconnaissance patrol was heli­
lifted in for commencement of operations in that area and Company 
13 (_) was lifted out at 1'41630R. -

3. COMt.fPJIDERt S EVALUATIO!. According to the more se1'iously wounded 
casualty; the booby tra~ped gate was never opened at the timG 
the explosion occurred. The two (2) WIl\.'s were prep:1ring to 
conduct a routine check of the gate at the time. A subsequent 
investigation of the area of t he explosion disclosed the presence 
of black powder around t he resultant hole, but no fragments. 
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The difficulty of moving at night was increased by "the 
presence of dogs barking as the patrol neared t he villages. 
The booby-trap incident also signaled the movement of the 
patrol. It was for these reasons that the commander elected to 
:pull back his unit the firs t evening. 

The use of the Engineers and the mine detection equipment proved 
both oumbersome and extremely slow. Their use would be more 
economical and beneficial in a known minefield requiring the 
clearing of a passage through the field, rather than on a 
well-used road where the presence of mines is unknown. 

In that the possibility of the VC employing mines still exists, 
trails which have been continuously used by previous patrols, 
and are obvious routes, should not be utilized. This applies 
particularly" to the route which extends from 889704, vicinity 
G I1l.O TRI (3)'t northwest to 846719. 

vlILI,IAM H. L[INAGAN 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. 1>h:t:i.ne Corps 

COlllIllaIlding . 

Oll'FICIALc 

G. F" SQtrILUCE 

f 
I" 

Capta:in, U. S. Marine Corps 
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1st En, 3rd Mar 
3rd. J:1"arDiv (Re:in~ FMF 
DA NANG, RVN 
162000 .Aug 1965 

Patrol Operational Summary to Frag Order 28-65 to Operation Order 328-65 
(1st and 2nd Platoons of Company C) . 

Ref: (a) ~hp: INDOCHINA; 1:50,000~ AMS L701, Sheets 6659 III and 6658 IV 
(b) Operation Order 328-65 

Time Zone: H 

1. OPERAT ION IN GENERAL 

a. Route - As planned in Fr~g Ordsr 28-65 to reference (b) and as 
noted on this report and the Intelligonce Report dated 161200H 
August 1965. 

b~ Period Covered - 141015H to 160920H. 

c. Two platoons of Company C and a heavy section of tanks conducted 
coordinated tank/infantry patrolling ,(3outh of the SONG TUY LOAN 
River :in the southwestern sector of the Battalion's T.1'..OR for a 
48-hour :period. 

The 2d platoon of Company C, with the section of tanks, jumped off 
the first day proceeding south along the lowground immediately 
e-est of the Hill 270-31'0 complex to PHOUC NHAN (1). The following 
day, a helicopter re~ief of platoons was conducted, with the 1st 
platoon of Company C reI ieving the 2nd platoon. The patrol con­
tinued on the predesignated route, north to CAO smm (1) and east 
to a patrol base vicinity Hill 39. The Patrol returned the foll~wing 
l!lorning. 

Contact ,-lith the enenw was virtually nonexistent with the exception 
of sporadic sniper fire received by the 1st Platoon during the 
second day of operations. 

2. DET.AILED SYNOPSIS_. At 1.41015H, the 2d pl~toon, Oompany C embarked 
aboard a heavy section of tanks vicinity 985747 and proceeded 8~ong 
its patrol route south across the SONG TUY LOAN River, across country 
to the vicinity of PHOUCNRllN (1) in GS 8966. r-bvement up to this 
point was extremely slow, the patrol arriving approxiJr.a:t'illy 141700H 
(6 hQurs and 45 minutes travel time). 

SECRET 
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CONFTIlEttr tAL 

The tanks were unable to traverse the terrain any further west in-bo 
'. the valley. One squad. was employed as security for the 'tl3Xlks at 

892667 while the remainder of the platoon conducted a terrain recon­
naissance Or tb3-..-uey srUth of Hill ;10. (See Intelligence Report). 

The platoon occupied its patrol base at 898660 b.Y 142100H without 
incident. There was negative contact that night. 

The following morning at 150730H an LZ was secured Vicinity 909672. 
The 1st platoon i"as h~li-lifted in to relieve the 2d platoon at :, .... ' 
I50830H. 

The patrol continued north along its r~ute to CAO SUNG (1). Between 
151145H and 15I245H during a sto!p viciIJ.ity 878695, 5 rounds of sniper 
fire were received - two Single shots, and orie 3 - round burst from 
an automatic weapon. ' The firing appeared to come from the vicinity 
of 878699;' thougb., a subsequent searCh of this area proved negativQ 

, . 

The patrol occupied ~ts patrol site 'from 142100H to l50600Hf vioin~ty 
898660, with negative enemy contact. 

I> ; .' ~ 

At 160645H, the platodn, mouutedon tankst received 2 rounds of 
sniper fire from yie~ty 899703. Fire was ,returned and the patrol 
continued on its rou.tej returning at 160920m. 

COMrIDIDERt S EVALUATION'~ 1'he Use of the tanks on this particular 
operation slowed the movem~!\t of the paotrola both da(fs. This is 
attributed in part to the broken nature of the terrain and in part' 
to the failure of the tanks to heed the advice of the infantry 
commanders whose familiarity with, and knowledge of the area should 
have been Qxploited. 

Breaking nww tr~ils again proved to be a time-oonsuming process with 
the tan.~, particularly over hills covered with dense foliage. The 
lead tank in a column managed to break a trail without too much 
difficul ty. However, the following tanks appeared to "slip and 
slide" initially, off and on the new trail, over a surface of flattened 
aI.iok branohes and brush. 

The noise of the tanks precluded an1 surreptitious introduction of 
the patrol into the area of operation §Xl.d may have accounted for the 
absence of a~y VC activity. On the other hand, their absence may be 
a further testimony to the effectiveness of the artillery fS F"&I fires, 
employed on a nightly basis throughout the TAOR. 

G. 'if. SQUILLACE .'!' 

WILLIAM H. LANAGJI..N 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Commanding 

r.~nt.l'lin_ TT~ S_ TvTi'l .. infl COT'TlS 
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sr'tlEy"'Il .. '-c:.;;I!. • 18. 3d. i'ls.!.' ' 

3d r1arDiv (Rein), F:1IJ' 
DA NJUm, RVN 
260300H Aug 1965 

Patrol Operational S~:lTi.m.:...ry 'bo Fra;g Order 30 to Operation Order 328-65 
(Company A) 

(~)Map: TImOJrJ]{A, 1:50 i OOO, AMS t701, Sheets 6659 III and 6658 IV 
(b) Operatim;, vIeleI' 328-65 

Time Zone: H 

1. OPERATION It: GTIN..!.E .. t\1 -..-... ... ..-........... -

b. 

Route .. As pl~~ned in Frag Order 30 to reference (b) and as 
noted on this report and the Intelligence Report dated 261645H 
August 1965. 

Period Cove~ed - 231600H to 251630H. 

Three platoons of, Company A· were hali-lifted into two separate 
LZ's in the southwestern sector of the Battalion's TAORfor 
the cond~t of operations along the Hill 502-310 complexo 

Two platoons "lere heli .. lifted to an LZ on Bill 419, with the 
co~~d grouP? on'23 August. The third platoon was dropped 
in the follo,\.,ring morning in the vicinity of CAO SUNG (5). 

The concept of operations envisioned the two forces converging 
on a rendezvous point vicinity Hill 502, reoonnoitering trails, 
guerilla base camps, and a VC ~dium Cadre Training CaMp in 
the pl~cesso The dense vegetation and absence of any traversiulo 
trails prevented the company from following its prescribed 
route. Likewise, the formidable terrain and soarcity of water 
impeded tne movement of both units and prevented the execution 
of the planned link-up. 

Enemy resistance ,,,as light thro'tl.ghout the operation. One vee 
was aDprehended initially on Fill 419. A group of 15-20 va 
were also sighted the first evening a.nd f ired upon, but contact 
was broken shortly thereafter. 

2. !?m.Th.1@....§J.lL~o At 231600rr the 1st and 3d Platoons, with the 
commaxLd group of Company A, were heli-lifted into an t7, vioinity 
867626, Hill 419. The two platoons proceeded southwest on the 
prescribed route with the 1st Platoon leading. 

At 231700H;' vicinity 867626 (1Z), one vec ~.,ra.s apprehended hiding 
in the rocks (See Intelligence Report). After initial interrogation 
t:b..e vee vTaS utilized as a guide and turned over to the 3d M3xines 
the following day. 
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• • .A't 2'~~~'~~{ t:':le 1st p1atOoll obSel."Ved a group cf :_5-20 ya '7ic:ni'Gy 
85f6~Oo lJ1he pa";rol d31:'-r8l.'ed fire <"-10. 2 ;;0 W3'r(; :)i.J38:i."ited falling. 
A .• ,~ '-" "' '.' •. "'~: 1 '')';; ." •• .';". _.I.. ·'·"ho s,...,t whAre t 232008Hf v:10 :;:>aoJ •• cJ. Q.J.r3CQVerOd .L".,;> I.. 1.~a_.t.3 c.lI v~~~ ;,tV * J 

the VC were,' ';[ ke!-. tm.d.a:~ fi.re" IntJllige.lce it8IDS we:;."e also dis­
covered anc IOr\o'·'".rd.:::d ':';0 tbe 3d Marines. (Jee In!ielligenoe P-eport). 

M>vement i'laS erv-re:n81y 810111" and trails prect~.cany nanexistant. 
The patrol occupJeJ. its pat::ool base by 2320OC:H vioini·t:;y 8626260 
There was r.cg'",:t iT(;: enel!lY contaot throughout the night. 

The fol1ow::n~ mO_?n"iEK_ at 240800H the 2dp1atoon was heli-lifted 
into an IZ i/}.L~.1~.:f:~y 8:5C691 immediately east of CAO SUNG (5). 
(Uote~ fJ::Us waf' -:;·~lCvT:..'Ong LZ; the proposed LZ was 1000 meters 
southeast :L.'1 tr.~ Yicbity of CAO SlJEG (4»). 

~-lie;719nt by the ?d :fJ1atoon 1-ras likewiR8 impossible and water supply 
nonex:'stantw lITunerous trails we~"e a1i:i"'iemp'iied toward Hill 502, but 
most iissipatGd :.;.fte:r 15C ms'~e!'s. By 21,2000H the 2d Platoon cOl'1..firmed 
ita :"n<l.0ility te, rf3.1:l.ch the rl3nciezvcus :RQ:lnt and 60 oocupied a patrol 
baE!8 v:Loini ty 8L~ge;8. There was neg3tive enemy oontact that night 
by '\i1l8 2d Platoon" 

M3a::.v:hils1 tho, :iet and 3d Platoon found movement (on 24 .thgJ.st) along 
'Fill 41'9' just aM discouraging as on the previous day and were, 
likewis\:!~ UI'.J'..t.0.T., t() l'oech tho rentiezYolJ.s point. A patrol b"'.se 
was oc\')up:.ed a"': 812626. by 242000H. There was negative enemy contact. 

The f'Jl1'O\~ing 71.c.::-r..:;.ng the platoons continued to search the area 
for p'Jssiolo t·ra:'ls,the first platoonvicinity 865629; the 2d 
plato 0:1 ·v::1.G'ini:;Y 84567~\; and the 3d platoon vicinity 879625. 
All mGt with'nc.gative ;i:'esu:;.ts and no enemy contact. Numerous 
snic1sn: t:L'£""J!s~" f: ledp:.r-€. mats, artiDles ?of discarded clothing 
and ot;J.e:r sig.rb thd+' .. tj:le ErGf', was being used 'as an overnight 
way statiOI::~ w"~re d:~sCOi.'\:r3J. .. 

The Coml~any ;-la.1 holi-lifted out at 2516:;OH and returned to their 
Op a:ra2~ 

CmJll1)UilL:n:t s :;;;rA.LU1TrO~ TCQ terrain itself was ihe 8;;',le obstacle 
fureacl:i:i-t.'iB·r-enc§.";ivous ];Joint on HilI 502 from ths northern and 
souti:J.ern approaches tl¥.r; V~.Jl'e seleoted. TI!e extremely steop mountainous 
terrain. ;\TP,S rendered morA formidable by the dense vegetation, 
a'J8b:;"i (;~ t:-p,ils, the" :o.9at~ and a shortage of accessable water. 

lr'v1l13::"'?O-"lS att-Jmpts to 10cat~ allY s:i.m:!.liance of traversible ground 
fa:C.e1" The element of timE:; precl-u.dedattelllpts to utiliZe known 
trails from oth"r d~..:':'~c::;ic:t.s to Hill 502, which were discovered 
on pravious patrQls<, 

The mission. to' :i.o8ate .. a li.orthern and southern apnroach to Hill 
502 if? in fact, such rz·-\Xi;t3s did exist, was accomplished in the 
sense th~~ there ~ no routes. 

OFFTCIALs __ .. -:::c_ 

-----r ....... - G. F. SQ;crIL1n.CE . 

WILLIAM H. LANAG.llT 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Commanding 

G'3ptain1 TT. S. Marina Corps 
S~·3 
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£ICREt°Nn'IDENTIAL 
lstEn, 3d Marines ~ 

3d M':trDiv (mm), F£(]F 
DA NIl.NG, RVN 
101200H 1l.ug 65 

Intelligence Report to Operation Order 330-65 

Ref: (a) 

(b) 

Map: IIIDOCHINA 1:50,000 AMS Series L701 Sheets 6659iJlI 
and 6658 IT 
latBn, 3d Marines Operation Order 330-65 

1. COMPANY.A 

a. Route - As planned in reference (b) and a$ noted in this 
report. 

b. TOD - 020700H TOR - 031900H 

c. Terrain - Reference (b) accurately depicts the terrain in 
the operational area. 

d. Enemy Activity 

(1) Negative enemy contact at LZ, coordinates AT960616 
upon initial landing at 020800H and 02l830H to 
030730H • 

. (2) At coordinates AT946615, 1st platoon discovered a VC, 
in his early twenties and dre8~ed in green utilities 
who had been sever~ly wounded ,in the ohest by fragments 
from artillery preparation fires. 

(3) At coordinates AT 949609, 2nd platoon received 2 
rounds of sniper fire directed at their position 
from an archway at coordinatesAT947607. Fire 
was not returned becaus3 of Company B moving into 
position on the left flank. 

(4) At coordinates AT947607, 2nd platoon observed 
Company B engaged in a fire fight of short duratio~. 

(5) Hamlets at coordinates AT945614, AT942610 and AT938607 
were searched by tho 3rd platoon. It was noted that 
&11 these hamlets contained numerous fighting holes. 

(6) At coordinates AT938607, 3rd platoon conducti~ n 
recon by fire wounded and flushed one vee from the 
brush where he was hiding.. TUrned over to 3rd .HarincS 

CONFIDENTIli.L - SECRET 
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At coords AT949618 to 1~T943616 a trer.cn line runs 
for 600 neters. Paralleling this trench is a trail 

bordered by a tree line running its entire length_ 

At intervals of 50 to 75 meters along the trench line 

additional trench lines jut off in a southerly 
direction. Both the main tronch ana those branching 

off at ~ight angles, were covered at various intervals 

with wooden planking supporting an earth covering. 

A small hamlet, coordinates AT943607, was cleared, 
disclosing the following: 

(a) The village consisted of 6 huts and a prayer hut. 

(b) Bunkers were extremely well constructed and 

placed approximately 15 meters apart (3 of these 
destroyed by 0-4) 

(c) One trap door punji trap on the western edge of 

the hamlet. 

(d) One of the "family type" bunkers contained one 

khaki shirt, assorted expended ammo cartidges 
and assorted written material. 

(e) The liihabitants conSisted of 10 young women, 4 
old men, 2 young men (crippled) and 20 children. 

After destroying the bunkers (para 8 t b. above) one 

vas a.pproximately 16 years old was apprehended at 

coordinates AT940606 moving across a rice paddy. 
Interrogation led an ARVN interpreter to believe he 

was a ve. vas turned over to 3rd Marines. 

(10) On D+1, upon approaching the hamlet of LE SON(5);' 
ooordinates AT956636, the 2nd platoon received 2 

r01.lllds of sniper fire from a "hooch" in the bamlet~ 

Fire was returned in the form of concentrated smal~ 

arms fire, 'M-79 and 3.5 VIP rounds, resulting in the 
"hoochll oat ching fire and burning to the ground. 

SSarch of the "hoochll and the immadia te surrounding 
area did not disclose the sll1per. The fact that he 

could not be found may be attributed to a 4 foot doep 

tronch, which led from the hooch wesild'ard to the 'Qank 

of the river offering an excellent route of egress.' 

(11) Following in the traoe of the 1st and 2nd ,platoons, 

the 3rd platoon destroyed bunkers in and around the 

hamlets at coordinates AT960625, AT957630 and AT956639. 
In the last hamlet, LE SON (5), elaborate tunnels were 

found and partially destroyed with C4, WP grenades 

and fragmenta.tion grenades. 
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These tunnels were so well constructed that at least a 

5 pound charge of C4:was needed to effect damage to ally 

appreciable degree. (S-2 Coament - All engineer officer 

calculates an average charge of 25 pounds is required to 

effectively destroy tunnels.) 

(12) In the hamlet at coordinates AT955644, AT957648, and 

AT959654 many bunkers and tunnels were des covered. These 

were also damaged by charges of C4. 

(13) At coordinates AT959651, anti~helo stakes, extending from 

20 to 30 feet in the air were discovered. The tops of these 

sjre.kes bad cloth wrappings of 5 to 611 near the top. 
~elieved to be explosives. connected by ropes suspended 

between them. 

(14) At coordinates 1I:T96D645 two USr·IC Will s ooourred wbile they 

were in the process of opening a booby trapped gate. 

The booby trap consisted of a grenade buried in the 

ground opposite the hinges. The gate was checked and ap~. 

peexed safe, however a wire led from -the bottom of the 

gate to the grenade. The gate opened to a distanoe of 12 

inches prior to detonating the grenade. 

(15) At coordinates AT968650 the 3rd platoon noted sniper 
fire from ooordinates AT969649. The sniper fire was 

directed at the helicopter. Firo was returned and search 

of the huts at the latter coordinates resulted in the 

capture of 1 VCC. Continued searoh unoovered grenades in 

the bunkers of these huts. The huts wore subsequently 

destroyed byWP grenades. 

(16) It was noted thoughout the entire operation that there 

was a laok of males of military age in all villages 

searohed and cleared by the Company. 

3 
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z.. CmlJPANY e 

a. Route. As planned in reference (b) and as noted in this report 

b. TOD - 020700H TOR - 031900H 

0, Terrain - Hill 55, coordinates AT970620 was devoid of 
tunnels, trenches and field fortifioations, 

d. Enemy Activity 

(1) Negative enemy contact at 020700H at coordinates 
AT96061.6. 

(2) A~ 020900H, 1 ves apprehended while attemping to hide 
in a hole on Hill 55 coordinates AT970620. ves 
turned over to 3rd Marines, 

(3) A trench line runs from coordinates AT974613 to 
AT976615 along the northwestern bank of tho SON AI NGHIA 
RIVER. 

(4) In the vicinity of DUe KY (2), coordinates AT969609, 
many minor trenches were noted in and around the 
village and along the SON AI NGHIl.. RIVER. 

(5) At 021120H one USMC squad which remained in DUe 
KY (2). coordinates AT969609, received 15 ~ 20 
rounds of small arms fire from an estimated 4-5 
men, direoted at their positio~from coordinates 
AT968605, Fire was returned with negative results, 
During the sweep of DUe KY (2),6 ves were apprehended • 
. All were wearing the typical black "pajama type ll uniform. 
ves turned over to 3rd Marines •. 

(6) At 021140H, coordinates AT978607, 1 small boat, of 
sufficient si~e to accomodate a maximum of 3 men, was 
discovered hidden in the brush along the bank of the river 
and subsequently destroyed. 

(7) In all villages searched on D-Day, it waS noted that 
all homes had well constructed bunkers requiring 
moro than 2i pounds of 04 to destroy them. 

(8) At 03000H, while the company was in its night 
defenSive position on Rill 55, coordinates AT970620, 
1 round small arms fire was received from an undetermined 
position. 

4 
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(9) At the village of XUA1~ DDl:iiJ (2), caords AT 965627, 
very extensive and well oonstructed trenches, tunnels 

and family bunkers were noted. One tunnel, in a home 
yielded·l VO star, and I pair U.S. Jungle boots (brand 

new) • Also discovered in the village was a punji trap 

with a covering of unique design, constructed of a 

bamboohttice with a metal bar traversing the oenter and 

anohored in the earth on either side. This in turn was 

camouflaged with earth and grass. A man stepping on 
either end of this cover would cause it to pivot on the 

metal bar dropping the man onto the sharpened bamboo 

stakes embedded in the bottom of the trap. The trap 

'Was destroyed. 

(10) At the village of THAI CAM (1), coords AT 969642, the 

following observations 'Were noted: 

(a) There were f~~ tunnels, trenohes and field fortifi­

cations. (Thos~ noted were of poor construction) 

(b) Arc~lay over entrance to village had a VC Star on it. 

(0) Villagers appeared quite friendly, 

(11) In the vicinity of THAI CAM (1), coords AT 969642 one 

(12) 

vas waS apprehended. He was approximately 35 years of 

age and wearing a .... lhite robed costume and a white turbine. 

The ARVN interpreter stated this costume is representative 

of a Vietnamese custom for a person mourning a death in 

his family, however, it is only worn on the day of the 

death. In this case interrogation revealed the death had 

supposedly oooured 4 days prior •• The company commander 

felt that this ves could understand English, to at least 

some degree, for when reference was being made to his 

having no callouses on his hands and this being unusual 

for one claiming to be a farmer, he attempted to hide his 

bands behind him. ves turned over to 3d Marines. 

At coords AT 970645, a booby trapped pit was discovered. 

It was 1 1/2 feet long by 1 foot deep by 1 foot wide. 

It was covered with a bamboo latice, camouflaged with 

earth and grass. The booby trap consisted of a small 

mine buried- near the surface and on the side of the pit. 

A very taut pull cord was attached to both the mine and 

the bamboo support of the oovering so that a person 

stepping into it, would upon-depreSSing the covering, 

pull the pin on the mine. I)?his booby trap was destroyed. 

(13) The village of LE SON (3), coords AT 971645, contained 

numerous well constructed trenches and bunkers. 

CONFIDEl'le rAt 
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(14) Throughout tho entire day of 3 AVguEt, all areas 
covered by Company C were noted to co.1t.ab. extensive 
trench ne'b.:o::i:'ks t tunnels and bunkers. 

(15) Between the villages of TAl CAM (1), coords AT 969642 
and LE SON (3), coords AT 971645 trenches ran in a 
generally north - south direction. At intervals of 
between 20 and 40 meters the trenohes were covered 
with a bamboo 1a*1.09 or a steel grating which in turn 
was covered with earth and gra.ss. These coverings 
were so solidly constructed that they permitted a man 
to w.alk on them. 

(16) At 0)1900H, as the last elements were being lifted out 
of the LZ, coords AT 969658, a sniper firing from a 
concealed nosition fired at the helicopters after lift 
off from the LZ resulting in one USMCWIA. The vee 
sniper was subsequently captured by Company A. 

a. Route - as planned in reference (b) and as noted in this 
report. 

b, TOD - 020100H TOR - 031830H 

c. Terrain 

(1) GS 9460 - area contains new rice crop paddies dry - also 
1 

corn fiolds with orop at height of 6'. 

(2) Banl;: of SONG YEN from AT 940604 to AT 9L!.2600 is ap::;/L'J:lCi-.. ~ 
mately 300 slope and contains dense growth of YOl1r..,g C.Q:~i­
duous trees 12' - 14'. 

(3) Vicinity AT 947597 northeast to AT 947608 - flat, inundated 
paddies with~ioe orop 2' - 3' - ankle deep mud in paddies -
dikes approxiIItately 2' high. . ... 

(4) Vicinity GS 9462 - dry paddy and pasture land interspersed 
with inundated paddies. 

(5) Vicinity as 9562 along river b~fik - LVT easily cleared sparse 
stands 6f bamboo and light brush - could not olear 1211 
thick deCiduous trees. 

d. Enemy Aotivity 

(1) Caves located vicinity AT 942594 to AT 941595 -spiral 
entryway, 24" opening, estimated 8' - 10 1 deep. In fields 
behind stand of bamboo. Shovels and other dig~il~ imple­
ments in nearby vicinity hidden under brush. 'fhrcvT in 
smoke grenade - no reaction - cave entranoes sealed with 

_ d§moli t iOll <.lll8.rges. . 
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(2) jt 020730H p~~oon received sniper fire from hamlet of 
CEU~U SON (3) vioinity AT 953608. Estimated 6 to 8 wea­
pons (2 auto) total fire 40 to 50 rounds - platoon 
returned small arms fire. No-casualties. In clearing' 
this hamlet several bunkers were assaulted. In ono case 
an individual believed to be VO was seen to duck into a 
burU(or - a grenade was thrown into the bunker and when 
it was' searched the bodies of two young boys ages 5 and 
7 were discovered. A similar incident occurred and one 
VN female estimated 20 years of age was fatally injured. 
A dead VN male, estimated 45 years of age was found in 
the hamlet presumably killed by the prepatory fires of 
HU-lE's. 5 VN nationals suffering from wounds .... Toro hclo­
evacuated. At 020820H a va with weapon, wearing a tan 
colored uniform ducked into a family shelter inside a 
bamboo house - burU{cr attacked with grenades - the ex­
plosion caused a fire in the bamboo - the house was 
cOlwumed in flames with secondary explosions following. 

(a) At 02090UH platoon receiv~d a long burst of fire 
from an automatic weaponl:l,ssumed to be a HG - 2 va 
in khaki Iollowed by another in black peasant garb 
were observed running southwest from the hamlet._ 
Black clad va was hit and wounded in right leg -
helo evaced. Two in khaki successfully escaped. 

(3) Within LZ YELLOd vicinity AT960613 to AT957608 small 
~, - 3' anti-helo stakes were located - sparse random 
pattern of emplacement 15' apart. stakes were split 
bamboo 2" wide and very old ---bleached greyish \'Trote. 

(a) Vicinity AT963619 - large anti - helo stakes. 
3' - 4'diameter sharpened poles 6' - 7' in height, 

set in irregular square pattern la' - 15' apart and 
formine along rectangular field 50 yds X 300 yds. 
This fieid had short 1011 long sharpened bamboo 
stakes set in tho deck at 300 angle interspersed 
tl1roughout tho larger stakes. (8-2 Comment - ves 
were used to clear and btirn all stakes from tho fie Id.) 

(4) ViCinity AT 958604 hamlet of CHOU SON (3) - tho left 
flank had extensive trench network ~ rough rectangle 
200 yds X 100 yds. average 3 'j;o 10' deep - pa:ctially 
covered with lattice bamboo and earth with small side 
tunnels running off thG main tunnel. Amount of area 
of trenches covered was approximately 60% - the trench 
lines parallel crop areas. . 

(a) Three structures were destroyed by burDing _ evidence 
of ,~50 caliber rounds being converted into anti-per­
sonnol booby traps. 11 bunkers destroyed. 

; 
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(5) At 021045H searched small hamlet vicinity AT 955598. 

Had been previously struck by BU-IE's - evidence of 
peasrults attempting to reb:uild - 2 ves picked up and 
passed to Regt'l collecting point. 

(a) Wrecked flU-IE vicinity AT 955599 - hulk had beon 
completely stripped and burned - all component 
scraIls in~area were thrown in river by marines. 

(6) At 02l130H - area from AT 955598 southwest to AT 949594 
then to Hill 42 GS AT 9459 - hamlet located AT 948597 -
no evidence of fortifications - one old trench runs north 
and south - average depth 2' _)' and 200 meters in 
length - not linked to irrigation network. 

(7) Hill 42 GS AT 9459 - scattered foxholes - appeared to 
bave been dug ~ometime ago - no evidence of new diggingS 
top 10 - 20 meters of hill had peen burned by earlier 
air strikes - top of bill is roclc.y with sparse burned out 
brUSh - no evidence of new growth. 

(8) At 021430H - 15 men moving in groups of 2 or 3 vlOre 
observed moving f=cm AT 935599 south to AT 926595 -
black peasant clo~hing - no WeaPDnS observed. 

(9) At 02l630H - observer on Hill 42 noted 4 VC (ono oarrying 
rifle) - 1 with blaok shirt - 1 with green shirt - run­
ning through corn field from AT 944597 to AT 948594 (corn 
crop near ma tui'i ty with earS 5-6" long) - VC ran to river 
vic. AT 947594 and crossed at AT 952596 - river was waist 
high at this point - the va were taken under fire vTith 
M-60 fire - one hit and carricaoff. 

(10) One Platoon moving in trace of-lead elements sweeping 
CHOU SON (3) found further evidence of tunnels along­
side trails airerage length of tunnels 50 to 100 meters. 

(11) At 021500H - 50 meters south of Rill 42 vic. AT 946596 
a Marine observed a slight moyement of the covor of a 
spider trap. The novel' was extremely well camoU£1aged 
and of the "FIOVler Pot Basell type described earlier in 
this report. 

(a) The VO cave was dug at the base of a 4' earthen 
dike embaDkment. Removing the cover exposed a, 20" 
entry hole and a square hole 3 1/21 deep. .A yellow 
smoke grenade was thrown into the hole in an attempt 
to force the occupants to -vacate, and the cover 
replaced. One round was ~ircd out'ft'om 1he.holod~lWough 
the cover. Upon removing the cover a second time 
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3. ,a'1.0. W£'S r,'bser'1od clutcbiJ::;.g a ';HICC~'1 gr~:made. 

TnE'. gren&-jC-l -..ras. thrc,,:n 0u+',C'f the hole and detonated 
ir.flicting flast lmrilS OI~ 'one Marine close to the 
hole. Two VO attempting to fight their way out of 
the cave were shot ny the patrol and the cave was 
demolished with a 5 lb charge of 04. The patrol 
dug into the cave with entrenching tools and remo­
ved the bodies of 3 VC r:I1l .• the tunnel vTaS discovered 
to run unaer the aforementioned embankment for a 
distance of 2 meters and then turned left for an 
additional 1 meter in length. 3 weapons (2 Chinese 
7.62 mm carbines and 1 MAS 36) were found. The 04 
charge had fractured the stocks of the wGapons. At 
this point the patrol heard voices in the tunnel -
a second 5 Ib 04 charge was detonated resulting in 
two additional VO KIA. 2'OHICOM and 2 U.S. frag­
mentation grenades, 2 poucjles w / 30 rounds each, 
an ID card and misc. clothing were also found in the 
tunnel. All captured material was forwarded to 3d 
lI-Ta.rines. After ascertaining there were no fu:tJther 
bodies or eqUipment in the tunnel the VO KIA were 
photographed by official tJSIYIC photographers accom­
panying the patrol, the bodies were put back into 
the tunnel and the entrance sealed. (8-2 Comment: 
the latt~r 2 bodies discovered had the appearance of 
(Jhinese and the photographs SHould be scrutinized to 
see if a positive identification can be made). Th~ 

action resulted in 5 vc Id:A confirmed, recovery of 
three weapons, and 1 USMC WD\ (minor) not evacuated. 

(b) 3 additional holes "Jere found vlithin 50 ... 75 meters 
the holes were not covered and were adjacent to the 
dike embankment. Search of these holes sho\'Jed no 
indicatiol1 of VC occupancy. 

(12) On D+l the company was heli-lifted to LZ Green - negative 
enemy contact in LZ. The patrol linked up with one flame 
tank and 2 LVTE's. The LVTE capability to negotiate 
ten·ain is commented upon in para. c. above. The blade 
tank was unable to uncover tunnels, howevor, by digging 
wide svlaths through ground it_crushed trench & tlli"1Jlel 
areas. (8-2 Comment: an experienced operator working 
a bulldozer with varible pitch blade could effect greater 
destruction of tunnels, and where desireable expose tunnels~ 

(a) At onG point a tank traversed a small flooded paddy -
no rice had been planted and water depth was 211 -
the tank "bellied-up" but did not "stick." 
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• • (:..;, 7i<-inity AT 953644 - ;;;.:.1.: crushed hole 3' deep X 41 
W1o.3 :~ 6 1 lOIlg wHh le'! earth cover. 

(14) At 0313QOR vicinity AT 951640 - the :patrol crossing a 
fencGline fOUlld a rn,iV).e located 2\ off -the trail - s. 2" 
circular wood cap was exposed - engineers advised 
against removal beca~se of probable booby~trap - mine 
detonated in-Dlace - 2i similiar mine was exposed and 
it too was purposely ,lbtonated. 

(15) Vicinity AT 951640 large square trench network 150 meters 
square with average depth of 3' - evidence of extensive 
tunneling. 

(16) Hamlet 01' PHU ... SON (3) vicinity AT 95,642 .. No Vn personnel 
in hamlet - evidence of phYSical occupanc~ however, the 
normal indications were ndssing, e.g. houses were generally 
unkempt and floors unsweptt an absolute minumum of clothing 
furniture and cooking utensils remained in dwelling places. 
(S-2 Comments these indications point to tl~ possibility 
that this hamlet is no longer populated by local peasants, 
but is used as a transient billeting and quartering area 
for VC units often l;'oported in this ~icinity.) 

(17) Vicinity DUYEN SON (3) AT 950651 to AT 958656 - many 
punji traps - most al~eady broken - exposeu bamboo mat­
ting .. traps small 6 1f X 12" vClrying in depth from 12" to 
24" - one USHC WIll. after fallillg into punji trap. 

(18) Patrol returl".ed via £lill 41 GS_ AT 9366 no evidence of 
m~n~g. Roadofrom AT 943660 riorth is severly cut through­
out it's length,-

'. iILLIAM R. LA.NA.GA~r 

Lieu.teIlan·~ Civ]o:ael, U. S. Marine Corps 

Commanding 

Captain, U. S. l~rine Ccrps 
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1stBn. M9.ri::l('~· 
3d1~ fawD), ::-1]' 
])A NANG, RVN 
101800H August 1965 

Intelligence R~port (Fra;g Order 23) to Operatio:l Order 3~v .. o5. 
Ref: (a;) MElp: INDOCHINA 1::50,000 .A.MS Series L701 Sheets 6659 III 

and 6658 IV. 
(b) 1stBn, 3d:Marines Operation Orcer 328-65 

1. COMPANY])( -

a. Route - 1::..":: J)!.::nned in reference (b) and as noted in this 
rep',-.:-t. 

b. TO» - O:;2100H TOR - 041600H August 

c. Terrsin - A tree line borders the edge of the village 
of KHOUNG MY (2) vicinity AT909692. Contains numerous <., 

fighting holes which offer good observation and fields 
of fire over the rioe paddies extending outwar~ from 
the trees to the north, ~t and joutheast and to the 
high ground to the west. 

d. Enemy A0tivity 

(1) Nr :attive enemy contact at ambush sites as follows 
f-~m 040315H to 040715H 

(a) 1st Platoon - coordinates AT908100 to ~91~701. 

(b) 2nd Platoon - ooordinates AT906686 to AT906695. 

(0) 3rd Platoon - coordinates AT914701 to Am.922700 

(d) CP - cQordinatea AT910104 

(2) A~ 04011.5R E!ln intelligenoe t:eam (composed ot 
District Police and ARVN' representatives and 
numberin.g 30 men) was belt-lifted into the LZ at 
qoor.::i!Uf.tes907698, w~th the.;i.r arrival commenced 
the mov~ment fo~ard pf the; platoons trom their 
pOSit~ops (see para. d 1) to form a cordon in the 
tree l:i,ne surrounding the village of KHOUNG MY (2.). 
T~ 1st platoon to the north, the 2nd platoon to the 
yeat and the 3rd platoon to thedast and 8outheast, 
All platoons completed their movement at 040730H at 
w.biCh time the CP jO.ined the co~posite int.elligen22...o 
tUlit diV1Q.ing·. i1J.tQ 81lEU:c4. t.~ .. B.nd:;~o.Qeodedt .t~ .~ 
through eordon into the village, They immediately 
began a thorough house to house search, 
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COlilFIDENTIAL • 
At 041000Hf~coordinates 910691, a search team 
discovered a cache which Yir:.:'..ded t~ 3 following 
items. (All captured weapons, dOCUJllBnts and : J 

were turned over to the charge 0= the senior PJRVN 
Officer.) 

3 French MAS rifles 
1 U~S. Carbine 
2 Pouches of cal.30 ammo 
3 grenades (VC homemade) 

__ is J< ,.;11e was a very cleverly construoted hole 
-.::11 oar-1ouflaged in an extremely dense thicket 

near a house. The follOWing-description of this 
hole is indioative of the type constructiun of others 
later to be discovered. 

(a) The hole was approximately 5 feet dee .. and 
20 inohes square. 4 inohes from the top a. 
picture-frame type wood construction waS built 
to support the covering whioh is placed in the 
opening. This covering is built on the order of 
a. shallow flower box with wooden ;:·i·les and base, 
sloping slightly inward from the sides so as to 
permit it to "ledge tightly into the opening. It 
was 4 inches in depth and_filled with very hard 
packed earth. Attached to the wooden b::.sc are 
2 metal rings that will allow a person to pull 
this covering into position and firml~' :_ ~.d it 
thus. Camc'·':::.age of this covering cor.::lifLod of 
"Pineapple llants" being placed on top of it so 
as to give the appeara:r:~0"that they are ac+'ually 
gro"Ting there. AttentLn was brought to ~}r;ar on 
this pos:i..tion by the searoh team tugging a·li these 
plants and discovering in fact that they were 
placed there, rather than actually growing. 
~~1arpen~ bamboo poles were used to probe tho 
",round j,n this vicinity resulting in the discovery 
of ~he covering over the hole when the probing met 
the resistance of the wooden lase. 

(4) At 041000H a vas waS spotted by elements of the 3d 
platoon, when he attempted to escape in a trenoh 
leading thrOUgh their position on the eastern edge 
of the village. Small arms fire was directed at him 
and he was seen to fall backwards indicating he may 
have been wounded. 1~ through searoh of the area where 
he was seen to fall proved negative. 

(5) At 041020H, after continuing the search for the suspected 
~IA (see (4) above) this man was disoovered hiding in a 
culvert in the tree line on the eastern edge of the 
village. He was bleeding from several superficial 
wounds probably incurred from rock fragments resulting 
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from t~ ri¢~ g,g~Qteg at h,j.~ bl the ?C+ ~~,joon. He 
we e~Mwrli§g ~M 9OWEl~~~ a~g had aomeh<8l?~~oma 
1:;a $le4 in SOIne wi.re. Searoh of his '~orsonrevealed 
de ~~~~ttJ ig;~tif~'llim ~s a. ve squad l@~~e:):' ang. courier. 
':Che Vu.t.):lB.nw~~· ~I}~J,!W'F +:t?:~eUigence Team use;) !!&SJt 
pers~~iQ~ in their ~nterrogation of t~~ VCS W~\ and he 
tlJ,§& 1! 4 ~t!a/3.rqh t~flJll tg a. 119USe ;!.ll-t~ YesiQrn portion 
Q$ t~ vil~e that purportedly harbore& 2 V~. A searoh 
9f th~ hOl1s~~ the family shelter and in~er~~6ation of 
t~! 9.g9.~~~t~ proved ne.Sativ~ at this time. 

(~) At 041'}OII, eleml;jnts of the 3d platoon heard several 
.m.mds ot ~';b oal rifle fire directed at the:'::- l?osition 
'" -'ihQ tree "l.iiie" on thE; easte;rn edge of the village. 
sthay then obse~ed. 5 VO attempting to escape through 
~h:'. ' cordon to th~· efJ.~t! ;l?ui-suit of :5 of these VC led 
th~ . J.. a la..r~e tree in thl;l Qenter of the village whioh 
'- ':""~ -.~. a cll;lvexly oamouflagedspiral caw), The 
e;1tr.~nce to t4:w o,ave was conc~a.led by a. c:Qvering of the 
3~e ~~llF~ J#.,S tl\9,t '~escrib~ in para (3.)!' It was, how-
~Y~:r-:, .s,~-e 1~to the l.'09ta at the ba.se of t).le tree whl.9h 
"@~~l! ~ slight hiil. ma~.s, 1 small ~!r;~ pO:rt, slightly 
,. "':r. than the barrel of a rifle, was!ounQ. on each side 
:'~_ .. ,~, ~ell two 'reef; rro~,.the'. cOvet,~4g~fia.t;';:raE! ' 
l-.. ~ .. l1 i:n'!io i;he cave :re!3ttl,ti~ ;13- ; vO ~t s. ~a~e~tion 

ii~~~n~!:~{~v:~~~~£o:~~~:_;!~~~l~F~~~~;a;~lte~~n' 
~ds ~4 knees. ~~ other 2\7'-0 s~gh1i~d we_re a.ble ,to 
ft,,Lude ?!!arehers. 

(7) At 0414QOH, interrogation by the ARVN's of an old ~oman 
OCC~.PCl.Dt of t~ nouse Jllen~io1;!.ed in para. (5) above f con,. 
vin9~_~ ~l}e Compa.lJ.¥ Commander~Pattl:l.e f~l.y s:qeliier 
prEpi:i,~W3:tY Il!ea.rch~d t1:j.d in fa.ct contain ~ va. l+tter 
'~Ai,n,iJ~c-hi~ t45>e shelter with @~tiva :t'~Slll.tsf the­
p.-9~~fits wera 4;t:recte.Q. tg ?1.~!3X F}Jiiat t.he protective 
~@j;iP8 Q.ttb~ ~helte~~ Wht:lP- tl].ee~th M,d been ~mQveq. 
~.~ing th~ b!:J.moQQ SJJJ!;m>:rt ove;rh~ad. a sn:all blaal' ' 
.~al 129; QQntl;1.;i.ningdo9U1!1.enis ~ti ~~I:!tl:l;ing 1$.x:.6JC4 inche~ 

lE 
Q.~QQV'ar~~ (t1.U:t),ad <?V'er to the otc of the h" Jntel;1.,... 

," '. nee trni t ) " "A,tter. remov:j.!:g ~he ba~b90 s. upport, ~~pos ~ 
he base Q£ tJle Slhelter, ~he occupants were then ~o1d ,~. 

dig further. Tlli,s order W!;i.S met with refusel,.l" howevert 
ARVN "persuasive measures" prompted the~ t~;Q: do:il1g 
~o" Shortly after they began-digging, a rasping sounq 
was '~:J.rd, as the tools being used struck the oover of 
~n ~'<:<-ct c).nother holt;! :1.11- the ~ase Qi the shel,t~f .Removal 
~f this CQve.1: ;reve.li-+eQ. an n~lJ Sh,.,ped tunne~ :k~e.d.iJlg down ... 
#a~d tor ~bout 5 feot and a~prox1mately 5-6 !~t of! the 
'(;he veX'~ica.l hole a-t a :r:i~ht angle" Iiiunediatoly alter 
~v:iJ'l€; tho cover a ~6Mde .was dropped into the hole 
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8"'d at this same t.ime a VC inhabitant attempted to 
t .:cow one up to the level of the farr.ily shelter. The 

')losion of the U.S. grenade detonated the va granade 
c using this attempt to 00 UlJl3uccessful. TJ:>-:: '-'ombinod 
€i •• plosion we-sof such foroe so as to par't::'L111; collapss 
a portion of the lower section of the "L". Search of 
t~e tunnel revealed 1 confirmed VC KIA identified by 
documents in his possession as a squad L. ':'h8 
forcing of a villager to explore f'.u-ther, revealed a 
3rd rubber tire sandal indicating the proQability of 
of at least a 2nd KIA, and the following.l'i1E1terial was 
recovered. 

2 - U. S. oarbines 
1 - French MAS rifle 

(8) TL...: .'llc",,::ng observations were noted by the Company 
" .' .• ' throughout the search of KHOUNG MY (2). 

(a) rne shelter was discovered constructed of concrete 
ap~roximately 6 feet long, 4 feet wide and 3 feet 
deep. It waS covered with the wood/dirt "flower box" 
type cover. (See para (3),(a) above.) 

(b) One metal contcal cover over a hole "Tith an approxima:tr8 
height and diameter of 4 feet. Atts. ,',,-ed to this 
cover was a metal tube 4 feet in 1e!~h ju~ting out­
ward parallel with the ground. (Purpose of th~ tube 
is undetermined.) 

(c; Two stockpiles;o£"4X4·.timb.oo:(possibly used for tunnel 
Shoring), 1 oontaining 15-20 pieces ot wood and the 
other an ostimated 30-40. 

(d) 'No families in KHOUNG MY (2~ "vlere found to be utiliz­
ing their family shelters; rathor they were just 
Sitting in their homes observing the ~~~ivity of +hQ 
SOE.:.. 0~_. te:?nls. 

(e) A coolness of attitude of tho villagers and their 
reluctance to comply with requests was met by the 
search teams throughou", the enCjire operation. 

(f) The stealth of movement and the early movement into 
the cordon by Co D in the tree lino,prevented the VC 
~rom being alerted to the operation and from baing able 
';0 ",'-t;:~.1ize their prepared fighting holes locatod inthe 
~r line around the village. 
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CONFIDENr Ill.L • • 
WILLL'iM H. LANAGAN 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Captain, U. S. Marine Corps 
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afT CONFIDENTIAL. • ls:t B11, 3d ~.7,"" ~_ JS 

3ciLixcDiv" (]v;D)) .!'.l:2 
DA NANG, RVl'f 
081630H Auc's.J- 1965 

Intelligence Report (Frag Order 24) to Opera cion Ordc~ j2b-65 

Ref: (a) 

(b) 

Map: INDOCHINA 1:50,000 AJ.'1S Serie:: L701 SLoct::: 6659 III 
and 6658 IV 
latEn, 3d Marines Operation Order 328-65 

1. 1ST PLATOC~. C011PANY A 

a. ROl.'~e - __ i: ~lanned in reference jb}, and as noted in 
t' . '" rCdort. 

b. TO~. - 061600H TOR - 071800H 

o. Terrain .. Nothing nevi of Significance. 

d. frAemy Activity 

(1) At 070630H, the patrol arrived at the village of 
TAN AN PHUONG, coords AT864735. The villagers were 
sullen and uncooperative, volunteering no infor-
~ation concerning VC activities in that area. At 
C70730H an Interrogation Team from TIIEll DUe District 
Teadquarters, arrived by helicopter, and elicited 
the following information from the local inhabitants. 
One VC squad, consisting of 13 men and one v;cman, with 
weapons, visits the village at least onoe a week in 
order to collect food and RV1~ Identification Cards; 
their last appearance was on, or about, 6 August 1965. 
Two VC platoons, armed with carbines, riflos and mortars, 
and dressed in cam~d caps and utilities, operate 
wi thin the -Brea between TAN Ali PHUONG, coords AT 864735, 
and HOI vue, aoords AT 870707. They remain in tho hills 
to the west, vicinity as AT 8374, when Marines are near, 
but occasionally mass in the villages in a show of 
strength. The villagers claim only two YOUllg men of 
thrdi village (TAN AN PHUONG) are ve, the others flee to 
th, -rest because of fear. These young men cut wood and 
burn cuaraoal for a livelihood, returning to the village 
only when va Or Amoricans are not present. The people 
also disclaim any knowledge~of caves Or tunnels. 

A~JfJJJ 
CHARLES J. HILBERT 

WILLIAM H. L~NAGAN 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Commanding 

Captain, ~. S. Marine Oorps 
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• • CONFIJTF.lNrIA1 -------- , .' q. 1stBn, 3d Marines 
3dMaxDiv' (EWD),. FMF 
DA NANG, RVN 
081000H August 1965 

-~ -:.--~ ~- ~ 

.. ' , 
Intelligenoe Report (Frag Order 25) to Operation Ordor 328~65 

Refe (a) Map! !NDOCHIl~ 1:50,000 AMS Series L701 Sheets 6659 III 
L..~d 6658 IV. 

(b) 1stBn, 3d Marines Operation Order ;28-65 • 
• 

1, 1st Platoon! COMPANY B 

a. . Route .; As, pla.nnea. in reference (b), and as noted in this 

report. 

b. TOD - 061000H TOR - 071730H 

0, Terrain 

(1) 

(2) 

The trail complex from AT90268} west to AT8806S9 is 

completely overgrown with brush, both from the sides 
of the trail and with new growth on the trail itself. 
There was no evidence of any recent use of thece trails. 
(5-2 comment • this ~ea had been heavily traveled in 
past months ~ indioations are that H and I fires 
have b~en most effective in interdioting va t~affic 
in this area.) 

~:.: - : ~~ '1 ~-"" _t ~_ ,"-...-~-~ • .: P_ 

The hill complex in the viciiiity oillill c11i 'grid 

square AT8868 to the river bed vl.cihity AT876692'is 
heavily cratered from 11 and I £:ixp~. .' "~ • - . ' 

, .. .. _ ". • I 

1:::;,:"';,; ~t'~) ~ew wat.er,n9int~ yeX:~l <l.cil~H;oy~r.ep. a:J;t~!'l !ogowing 
---<;- --'-'- 1dco.·.:.o\{s~~tn'ooCth'-oa.ses itt'movemen:t of:thEt water 

;..·.f; I eo' ,. ... .ts s?-;~oisll.l b}l.~ t~~ wa~~r .. iS c,;Lear and ,:wi:~~ ,the ~". 

, ~ i' ¥~;t t1pri . or· pUrification tab~ets was ciiea' as drinking 

(b'l "l-,_;¥;~~e+t;~';:,,".'il'kS 0pi.Tnn.m, v';:~;,' };>.\ ... :~ .• 
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QQ.l~IDEl?rIAL • • (5) l'Ievl trai:.s located in following areas • 

. a) From AT882676 north to AT882678. Trail is 
clear, hard packed dirt,. averages 3' in width 
with no overhead c~opy. 

(b) From AT894682 \'fOst along the river to AT880684. 
Trail is narrow with an average width rf 11 and 
a;. olear, hard paoked dirt surface. 

(6) This patrol was a coordinated~ank/Infantry Patrol, 
The following comments are ofrered regarding the 
mob:'.li ty of tracked vehicles. 

(a) Although the tanks suffered broken or thrown 
track, this occurred only at sandy, stream 
crossings. when the vehicles were moving I)ar,),llel 
to the stream beds and can be avoided in future 
operations. 

(b) Evidence of the rapid mobility of the patrul 
(infantry mounted aboard the tanks) is the move­
ment from AT965707 to lLT901685 in 55 minutes,' 
and the return route (blazing a new trail) from 
AT880690 to AT965707 in one hour and 20 minutes. 

(0) ~~o tanks crossed the river at AT878693 and 
A_ ~83684. The latter crossing site is considered 
a ;- '-1ondary site f less desireable but adequate 
for use. 

(7) '.'icinity AT876679 is suitable as a small (4 airoraft) 
LZ - area is covered with low 1; to 3' thorny bushes. 

(8) Vicinity AT875681 .,. soft earth had large amount of . 
cloven hoof prints .. too small for cattle .··probably 
vlild pigs abundant in the area, 

d. Enemy Activity 

(1) At 061300H vicinity AT879694 a U.S. M26 Fragmentation 
Gren~de was found. Tl~ grenade was rigged as a 
booby trap with a piece of cotton string across the 
trail. The grenade was heavily encrusted with rust 
and failed to explode when ~another grenade was 
detonated next to it. 

(2) Vicinity!T875681 - 2: small "hooches!! construoted of '.,. 
bamboo 3' high X 81 long and 5' wide were located in 
thick brush. The struotures were well oamouflaged but 
boro no indioations of rocent occupancy. (Structures 
destroyed by burning) 
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• • (:,) :1 VN ponclio (mildewed and partially covered y[ith 
soil) and a w'ater soaked tobacco pouoh Wc.x '.is_ 
coyered ~n the area! 

(b) ~he general vicinity of the above coordj,:r~.t,es boro 
. i, eVidence of extensive crateringfrom frie:'_c ",y :; , 

H and I fires • 
,! . '! r' ',. 

I 

Vicinity:grid square 1~8767 ... area bears evidEr-_co of 
extensive daifywood and' brush cutting and OOO'GLccl 
burning:. NeW-ctrails being blazed throughout tho area. 
- secondary growth of brush in evidence. 

At 07"~ .. OR vicinity AT881673, 20 VC were sighted moving 
rapid_,~ -':.::. the west. They were in single file, 

~ntaining a 7-8 yard interval. .All wero dressed 
~-- black peasan'f olothj.ng,: shorts andshorl sleeved 
sirts, with 3 men noted to be wearing white sun 
helmets. The VC were observed to be carrying either 
rifles or "carrying sticks" but the exact nature of 
the item carrie4 c,qp.1q. n,ot be ascertained. . An 
arti:).lery fire. )'llission was callep., however :''J tiamage 
assessment could'be·~Q.e becaus-e the target ,w~.s <mly 
visible for approxiffiately 20 seconds. . . 

e. General Observations 

(1) The ' 39,Sants observed. in the vicinity of the follm ... 
iug : .2.1lllets, oontinued· their work despite the 
prc:--':'mity of Ma:L'ines. Appea.red to be at ease and wore 
oblivious to thepatrolts activities except for 
the shock impression when flame_tanks fired in the 
Vicinity of hill 112 grid square aT8868. 

'" 
(a) DONG BICK-( 1) grid square, AT8968 
(b) DONG BlOH (2) grid square AT9068 
(c) AN NEON (1) grid square AT8969 
(d) .PHODC NINH'(1) grid square AT8967 

(2) 8-2 OO}1]\1ENr - The H and I fires mentioned in preCOGding 
para{":::,q:phs have evidently impeded VC activities ard. 
forceC. --·:.sir movement generally south of grid line 
69 as ' ~ic~ted by the deterioration of older trails 
a.11.d the c::;.;;ting of new trails to the south • 

" ' 
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Captain, U. d, Marine Corps 
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·'SECR£T CONFIllENI'IAL. 
.., • 1st Bn, 3d Marine~ 

3d l'lar Div (WD) , J:~:F 
DA NANG, RVN, 
13~030H Augv.st 1965 

Ini::~ligence Report (Frag Order 26) to Operation Order 3"""'·~65 :ij'" 

Ref: (a) Map: INDOCHINA 1150,000 AMS Series L701 Sheets 6659 III 
and 6658 IV . ,-. , 

(0) 1st Bn, 3d Mar~e~ Operation Order 328-65 
" 

1, COMPANY D (-) F..EINFORCED 

a. Route - As planned in reference (0). and as noted :'.n this 
report. 

0, TOD .. E1700H TOR - 131500H 

c. Ter:m.iL.~!'ail leads from coorda A.T 650620 west to AT 
F<.:'~ ':~O, then north to AT 840630. The entire area is rugged 
w:..' enormous rocks, waist high flsaw grass" and steep slopes f 
mov,- __ ,ent is difficult and time consuming. 

d. Enemy Activity 

(1) Negative enemy oontact at patrol sites as follows. 

(a) From 112QOOHto 1206oQa- ooords A.T 8616~; 

(b) hom l2l700H to 130630H. ooords AT 86862'6 

(2) Patrol was unable to locate "Medium Level Vi~t Oong 
Cadr~ T~aining Camp,1I reported in lstEn, 3dMar Intelli ... 
genoeRepo~ dated 261630H July 1965, pare. 1,d_(8). 

(3) A.t 1215<lOH, ooords AT'871626, one ¥larine squad, ,'lith a 
3-man radio relay team and 60mm mortar seotion, observed 

, 2 ~VC.at aoords AT 869627, dressed in green shirts and 
! khaki shorts, carrying J.a.rge ruck Sa.CKS. ;So:th fell 
unde~ . M .. 14 ~ Nor 79 rir~. One of tte VQ ro~e to his 

. teet til.nd beg~ torUli, "then retUrnad to his oompanion, 
~ick~dhim up'~~U "~peared over the crest of' the 
~ll.'\ . 'Qr!.eQ.~ftrm#,:V9 ~IA. resulted from this aotion. 

'. ,", .• ". C.- .. L ',' 

(4) Ma.ny~~1l',61~ar~d Sdmpsites· along tra.ils vioinity GS·s 
aT 8362 ane!' 8462~ .- -

(5) At 11l7451I, oootds AT 657620, as the ~trol was moving 
.. we~t a.long the tra.il, the point observed 3 men, without 
~eapbns, moving west, preceeding the patrol by approxi­
~tely 50 meters, These men began to run when the lead 
t 
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Marine called out to thom. The point opened fire, killiY' .. ' 

one immediately and mortaJl;y Vlounding ano+;her, while 

a third escaped. :Bef0re dying the one mL'-':;'." ly ',To"x:.der 

revealed the following. .. 

(a) All three were va and had been recruited by the va 
from a village 4 kilometers to the west. 

(r) They Vlere members of a IOO.-man ITJ Company armed ItIi th 

mortars. This company r~d fired their mortars from 

the immediate~~1oinitY'vf the incident GD numerous 

occasions, and claimed to be the unit wnJ.c.a conduct8d. 

the IDvrtar attack in the 2ndBn, 9thMar area at 

092345H. 

(0) Two days ago the VC company had departed ~his area 

and moved to a IIforest to the west, II called RUNG 

CHANH. 

Two confirmed VC KIA resulted from this encounter. One 

nC'tebook taken fran one of them, forwarded to 3d Marines, 

rL.l ".'"":sents the only item of personal effects carried by 

.;;;-: 'C KIll.. and found by the patrol. During this same 

;8::::':"-::;(" ) men were seen moving north along ridgoline 1 

vicinity coords AT 840600. 

WILLIAM H. LA.NAGAN 

Lieutenant Oolon~lt. U, S. Marine Corps 

Commanding 

Captain, U. S. Marine Corps 
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Is tEn , 3d Marines 
3dMarDiv' (Fr'lD), F11F 
DA. NANG t RV1f 
140800n AUgUSt 1965 

Intelligenoe liepoft {Frag Order 27) to Operation Order }28-65 
Rei's (a) Map: INDOCHINA 1:50,000 00 Series mOl Sheets 6E>59 In 

. and 6658 :tV' .~~ 

(b) lstBn, 3d Marinee Operation Order 328-65 
1. 00l1PANI B (-)(Rein) 

a. Route - as planned in roference (b) and as noted in this report 

b. TOD - 132100H TOR - 141700H 
c. Terrain - nothing new of signifioanoe. 
d. Enemy Activity 

(1) Negative ene~ oontact at patrol site trom 132400R to 
l40;OOH, at aoords AT 890705. 

(2) At 140300H, aoords AT 887706 a mine was detonated, aotivated 
by the opening of a. gate, resulting in 2 USMC WIA1s. Tho 
explosive deviea, burried in the ground, left a crater 3" 
in diameter a.nd 6" in depth in the center of the trail at 
the gate, a good deal of blaok smoke accompanied the blast. 
The most seriously wounded Marine was located within 2' 
of the explosion and suffered broken legs and one arm and 
multiple shrapnel wounds. Another, approximately 5' distant, 
suffered numerous shrapnel ~ottnds. The Marine noarest the 
blast, but uninjured, waSil at a distance of 7'. While 
tending the wounded, sniper fire, approximately 10 rounds, 
was reoeived from vioinity ooords aT 888707. 

(}) During the sweep and search 'of the village of HO! vue, as 
AT 8770, between l40900E and 141000H, 5 sniper rounds received 
from the sout~est and nort~Qst,fired from a distance of 
200 to 500 meters. An ARVN Inte~rogation Team was hGlL~fted 
to eoordsAW 888702 at 140710H in order to assist with tne 
seareh of HOI vue. Both search and. interrogation turned up 
nothing of significance. 

(4) At 14l023Hr tho patrol at coords AT 875706 l'eoeived (5 sniper 
rounds from vioini ty ooo:rds Nr 875706. Five men dressed in 
black, without weapons, were seen to :tun from tln t area a 
short time later. 

COII'D.a.nding 
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1stBn 3d Marines 
3dImDiv (FlflD) J FMF 
DA NANG, RVN 
161200H August 1965 

Intelligenoe Report (Frag Order ,28) to Operation Order 328-65 

Ref: (a) Map: INDOCHJN~_ 1:50,000 AMS Series 1701 Sheets 6659 III 
and 6658 IV -

(b) 1stBn, 3d ~ines Operation Order 328··65 

1. ~ Platoon, COMPANY C 

a.. Route - As planned in refercmce (b), and as no~ced in this 
report.-

b. TOD - 141015H TOR .. 150830H 

c. Terrain - IlJ'othing new of significance .. 

d. Enemy Activity 

(1) Negative ~nemy contact at patrol site from 142100H to 
1:50600H, coordinates AT8986to. 

'(2) Trails between coordinates AT864653 and AT883655 
appe8.r to be v1811 used with many fresh tracks and 
newly cut trails, indicatiUg a good deal of aotivity. 

2. 1st ~~atoon, ~1f!NY C 

a. Route - As planned in reference (b), and as noted in this 
report. 

b. TaD - 150830H TOR - 160920R 

c. Terrain - Nothing new of signifioanoe 

d. Enemy Activity 

(1) Negative enemy contact at patrol site from 15~100H to 
160600H, coordinates AT897700. 

(2) While engaged in "chow br~I:lk" from 151145H until 1512451I 
at coordinates AT87S695, 5 rounds of sniper fire wer~ 
received - two singlo shots and one, 3 round burst from 
an ~utomatic weapon. The enemy firing point appeared 
to be in the vicinity of coordinEtes AT878699. ita 
L-rr'Tostiga~ion provod nega-eiv6o 

SECRET 
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(,) At 160645H, coordinates AT900702~ the patro~'mounted 
on tanks,rece:Lved 2 rcunds of sniper fire from vicinity 
coordinates !T899703. Fire was retu:rned and the patrol 
continued its route. 

(4) anti-helo stakes, 4'to5' in height, coordinates 
AT886703. The8e stakes cover a relatively small area, 
approximately 200 meters parallel to the river and are 
camouflaged with leaves and bark stripped from bamboo. 

WILLIAI1 H. Li1N1l.GAN 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 

Commanding 

Captain, U. S. Marine Corps 
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CONFJI'E11THL -. • ~-'-.-.--. 1 s~J3n, 3d M:Jxines 
3dMa:r? Div (1!'vlD) ,F~ill' 
DA- NANG, RVN 
Z61645H August 1'965 

Inte~ligence Report (Fra:g Order30) to Operation Order 328-65 

Refc . (a) Map: INDOOIDJifA 1 :50,000 .AM3 Series 1701, Sheets 6659 In 
and 6658 IT 

(b) 1stBn, 3d Yarines Operation Order 328-65 

1. COM;PANY A(-) ReiEi'orced 

a. Route - lAs planned in reference (b) t and as noted in this 
report .. 

b. TOD - 231600H TOR - 2516;OH 

c. Terrain - unable to tra'Vel:Se the complete planned route be­
cause of dense jungle and difficulty of water resupply. 

d~ Enemy Activity 

At 231700B, coorO.inates AT867626, one vee apprehended 
hiding in rocks. He stated that he and 3 others had 
been IdCina:pped by the va and taken into the mountains, 
held one month and released. This vee was used as 8). 

guide and turned over to 3d Marines the follol-ling 
day. 

(2) Negative enemy contact at patrol sites as follows 

(a) From 232000H to 2t1-0600R - coordinates .AT862626 

(b) 1f~om g42000R tQ 2506QOIL- cOQrdinates AT872626 

(3) Many places of temporary shelter, camp sites·;' am small 
trails throughout grid square AT8562', 8662 and 8762. 
Trails along ridgelines well used. 

(4) At 231824B patrol, at coordinates AT853622"i observed 
a group of 15-20 VC at coordinates AT851620. The 
patrol fired and 2VC were seen to fall. ~.ll'POrt'1:tlg" ' _ 
arrms 'ltlere uti1ized~ The patrol at 232008H discovered 
blood trails at the spot whero the Vc ware taken under 
fire. Items discovered in the vicinity 8!t'e listed in 
enclosure (1) and have been forwarded to 3d Mu-inea. 

eoNI!' IDENl' IAL 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



SfCRIT 

DECLASSIFIED 

• ,.' 

: &. Route';'.As planned in referr,lnC8 (b), and ets noted in this 
report .. 

b. TCD - 240800H TOR - 2516jOR 

(1) "[Tna~7Jle to locate ~1 to hill 502, grid square ATB365', 
frQJil i;:~~ :::.1ir~~h. Jungle extremely dense throughout 
grid squa:..:'e kJ!836'T and .AT8467 

(2) 'r:rsil from coord-mates .AT845676 to .AT850679 accurately 
ir:dicated on reftrence (a). 

( ~) NegatiiTe Gne~ contact at patrol site from 242000H 
to 250600Hy ccordinates AT849678. 

(2) Trails 'lihrc.n~hout route of patrol well used. 

WILLIAM H. LANGAN 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Ma.rin~ Corps 

Commanding 

Enclosruz9 (1) Cr.ptured Matorial 
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Time: 232G08H 
Cooroinates: AT85 ~i6:!O 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
OiroumstanceO'! Patrol (00 A ( •• )) engaged 20 VC, 1<]'o"'J.nC.i'lg one and 

cap·curir.g OlIO.. Theilfe items' discO"rerQc.. at the scene 
und taken from oaptive. 

Z' G ::;,:,:x:yJ.l'1,g S !leks 
1 t"J Ca:rt.Li'c8,M-1 
2 Co::::.y": ~1!S P;)l es (Vietnamese) 
l' 6',=".7' i r.i!J('8black cotton cloth 
1 I:q;J.'g'l p'~ecg Plast::.c (bloo<rJ) 
l' ?·~.ecC) yl.ue plas;tic 
2 :r ~0C0 'bc;'mvl1. plas'~ic 
2 C.'c'l~_l'1 t,g;·ts 
1 1JS(I}l oo~~n !::lS;C~ (Cwtholic relior) with unidentified meal 

:rod :o.:::.r110 ()::;c - til in bottom 
1 G'cee':l pl1:Ls+.ic canteen 
1 ffronc~ car~ee'1 (metal) 
1 US c::m,t~e:t: (m3tal) 
1 5:1 ri(,9 ~"d.J.l i'r~apped in bro~m plastio 
1 ,'ITGC'!"i 1'"&":}(:1, r{l.T"lk" 
2 sandbazq (Ampty) 
1 411r:L';e ball in tin oan 
Z 1i l~ bara ri0e 
l' packa~"8 (~o:cnmeal i 1 b 
2 small b,:-·::·t:,,:!? Vil'3iilla:mese headaohe medioine 
1 pair tue sanJ.les 
1 orar.ge parachute silk 
2 smal:!. plastic b.o.g8 (tlb eae) tobacco 
1 a.:W'i.jlUn1 O~1:I~:]'.i!"!3r (11-1b) tobacco 
1 tOO'C~l iJrur::..:':J.--
t· pO~kE/v comb 
1 leathc..r :el~ 

J.-:.:;-,ath of rope (h~m!,) 
1 pil"J: sack 
r s:',c"tIJE.r shoes 
1 ," "'. '~'Ij) : ..r:lce ;;,,~;ryJ..17.g -:!J3'g~ \' . 
1 bJ.:'.e cotto:~paok 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

'iJ. )"1/.;18 ir.:'s: 
sr1al} ;?':GJA gr..-:"t'!:) 

small bla0k cO'~-:'O:l ~a"J.ch 
small bottle pil::'s (unidentified) 
bottlo sE,l'~ Dnd po::pl'er 
pai't' blue ·::;:..~;J1J.A().r:r.; 

pa32' el'lGk ·;;1'.'O'US 91'S IJNOLASSInED 
r 
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1 blaok shirt 
1 pair black shirt 
1 aqua colo:;:, shirt 
l' wool marOGn shirt 
1 red and white towel 
1 round moulded sugar (brown) 

DOCmvILl''!TS 
1 '\vatch receipt 
1 rJster of Team #3 
1 VC pass (2men) 
1 mar'Don notebook - poetry, roster of Team 119 and 

other names 
10 piastres 

1 blue notebook with envelope (blank) 
1 orange notebook (blank) 
1 red wallet (empty) 
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