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1st Battalion, 3d Marines 

3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF 
FPO, San Franoisoo 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF 

Subj: Command Chronology for the month of November, 1966 
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1. Reporting Un! t. 1st Be. ttalion, 3d Marine s, 3d Marine 
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2. Command Pos:~,~ Coordinates XD 847415 

3. Period OQ.Yered. 1 November 1966 through 30 November 1966 

4. Date of ~~~1ssion. 7 December 1966 

5. Average Monthly Strength 

6. 

7. 

8. 

USMC 
O]'l!'ICERS ENLISTED 

33 1018 

USN 
OFFICERS ENLISTED 

3 53 

Commanding Officer. LtCol P. A. WICKWIRE 

Principal Staff 

Executive Officer 

S-l 

S-2 

S-3 

S"4 

Sub~r~inate Units 

H&S Company 

Company A 

Company B 

Company C 

Company D 

1 

Maj C. N. DEZER 1-9 Nov 1966 
Maj A. L~AN 10-30 Nov 1966 

.' 
2dLt J. R. SDlIKINS 

lstLt W. A. SPEAR 

Maj A. LUl<EMA.N 1-21- Nov 1966 
Capt R. C. OSSENFORT 15-30 Nov 1966 

Capt G. }il. RECZEK 

Capt G. P. RECZEK 

capt R. C. OSSENFORT 1-14 Nov 1966 
Capt J. R. SWEENEY 15-30 Nov 1966 

capt A. G. WHITTELSEY 

Capt C. G. JORDAN 

capt D. E. MULLALLY JR 
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'I 9. Missio:rLA~§.j.gn~§:· Conduct reconnaissance in force op-
eration in the The Sal1.h TAOR to provide security for the l Rhe Sanh CIDG camp/airfield. 

!A4> 10. Backl~l:'~' This reporting period was characterized 
: ~y by an intenfdve patrolling effort on the part of the 1st 

~
i' Battalion to tnake contact with the enemy or ensure eEtrly 
:.' / warning of his arrival in the area. Concurrently, the bat-

"Y"'/ talion continually improved defensive posi tj.ons (over 22,000 
" ~ feet of concertina 2~d over 134,000 feet of barbed wire used 

in double apron fences and tenglefoot, primary and alternate 
, positions due and improved and fields of fire oleared) to' 

provide close-in defense of the Khe Sanh camp/airfield. 
1nerny contact was light, conSisting primarily of night probes 
of compEmy posi t:lons and brief encounters with patrols. 

PART II 

1. PersQnl1el.~., 

a. Number of replacements received: 2 Marine Officers, 
82 Marine Jt~listed, 1 Navy Officer, 4 Navy Enlisted 

b. Number of personnel rotated: 26 Marine h"nlisted, 
I FE~VY Officer 

c. Nwuber of personnel lost through attrition other than 
rotation: 

(1) WIA: 4 Marine b'nlisted 

(2) KIA: 0 

(3) Humanitarian/Emergency Transfers: 0 

(4·) Non-battle injuries: 7 Marine Enlisted; MedEvacs 17 

(5) Intra-Division/Regimental Transfers: 1 Marjne 
Offj.cor, 2 Marine }~nlisted, 1 Navy Officer 

(6) Transferred for con~inemtJnt: 0 

d. R&H trips: 97 

2. AQJnil1JJtt~:!l.tj.qP... Orderly administration under condi tiona 
of a spl:L.t administrative rear echelon and fully function­
ing forward element (including teletype and attendant aC\­
ministrative traffic) 1s far more taxing than that.encount­
area. in a garrison status. The companies have to: tun9:t1.on 
without the constant supervision of their Firat Sergeants....... < • , 

in the rear. All of the companies have serious shortagea~xr:t&D 

, 
\ 
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of administrative personnel. The Battalion 8 .. 1 with the for­
ward element requires as many admin1atrativeperaonnel as 
the rear echelon, since it must perform almost all of the 
companies' administrative funotions required with the for­
waTd element. Mail handling ¥8.S required additional full time 
personnel, and the holiday maltf has, of course, made this a 
significant administrat:i.ve responsibility. Lack of constant 
cOTlmnmicat:i.on between the echelons and incleme;nt weather (pre­
vent:Lng courier or guard mail services ona regular bF.:\sis) 
he,ve prevented satisfactory liaison between forward ::md rear 
echelonB. 

a. Personnel aooountin~: Personnel aooounting continues 
to be satisfactory. 

b. Awards: 3 Purple Hearts 

c. Promotj.ons: 1 to Sergee.:ht, 21 to Corporal, 58 to 
JJFmoe Corporal ['nd 5 to Private First Class 

d. Postal: Postal Servioe oontinues to be satisfaotory. 
Weather prevents airoraft fro m deli verln.gJllail daily. Mail 
is sorted by oompany at Dong Ha, with resultant minimum handling 
at lllic Sanll. 

e. J?ost Exohange : Limited exohange faoi11 ties have 
been available through mobile exohange from Division. Re­
supply has been severely restrioted by weather. lome health 
anCl. comfort i terns have been out of stook approx:i.mately 2 
weeks. 

3. Intelligence 

a. SUlll!l1al3_.9.f.J£1JWlj' __ §j.~~tion during Per!,@d. 

(1) There was no large enemy unit resistanoe during 
the month of N'ovember. 

(2) Enemy reconnaissance/oombat teane organized 
into two ~md three man teams oonduoted probes e.nd harrassing 
-type actlLol.'l against fixed positions such as the battalion 
water point, logistio support are~ and company perimeters. 

(3) No enemy resistanoe was enoountered by d2.y or 
night patrols moving to or from ,ambush sites. 

(4) There was no pattern established; 'by the enemy 
durine movement into 01' out of areas of contact whioh was 
inj.tiated by them. 

3 OONFIDENTIM 
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(5) All contacts initiated by the enemY were during 
the .hours of darkness with the exception of one daylight con­
tact. (See paragraph d.) 

(6) Enemy strength, location and disposition were 
not firmly established within the battalion TAOR. 

(7) The total number of enemy contacts indicated 
th~ enemy strength and activity did not increase during 
the month of November. 

b. Enemy ini tinted incidents during perio;d. 

(1) l00745H - One Marine forward of his defensive 
posi tion at XD843420 was shot and wOlmded by a. VC dressed in 
brown tiger stripped utilities. No; weapon identifioation 
made. 

(2) l61925H - Battalion water point received two (2) 
small arms rounds from approximately XD836432. No VO were 
sighted. 

(3) 232304H - 2nd Platoon, Alpha Company received 
nine (9) small arms rounds from XD85042l. 8lmm'mortar illuminat­
ion was requested and four (4) VO were spotted. No weapon or 
uniform identifioation made. 

(4) 2503l5H - 2nd Platoon, Alpha Oompany received three 
(3) small arms rounds from approximately XD85242l. Three (3) 
vc were spotted under illumination and were observed,moving a­
way in a northerly direction. 

(5) 272306H - An Alpha Oompany:;~,qV:.d' size patrol re ... 
ceived one (1) small arms rOlmd in vicinit1 of XD847425. No va 
were sighted. 

(6) 282209H - 2nd Platoon, Aipha Company received one, 
(1) grenade and one (1) small arms round from XD847422. No VC 
was sighted. 

(7) 282315H - 2nd Platoon, Alpha Oomp~y received one 
(1) rifle grenade, posD1ble M-79 round, from XD848421. No va 
were sighted., 

c. S:WU1UI3;cy~..olWnY_.Q.§.Wlil:t;1.~!iJ, Q~_~,9. Si,t.,D.QD&. sm:d 
equipment losses durtng Deri~~. 

(1) Personnel 

4 
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KIA: 0 
WIA: 0 

DECLASSIFIED 

VOO: 0 
VOS: 0 

(2) l:quiproont losses. None 

e· 

(3) Enemy fortifications destroyed. None 

d. M1.1.!ifi.Q~:L.t;l.'Jn1.g.1L dwinJl...l?uip_d.a-

(1) One daylight contact was initiated by VC. 

(2) The enemy avoided daylight detection or contact by 
USMO patrols. 

(3) Night contacts initiated by the VC were not affected 
by weather conditions. VC operated under all weather conditions 
therefore avoiding establishment of a pattern. 

(4) No mineB or booby tr£l.Vs were encountered by UG1Vi C 
p[~trols. 

(6) The monsoon season Wl:aS well established in November 
in the lGle Sanh area. E.ain fall was almost constant. Winds 
were generally from the NE with a minimum velooity of 4 knots' 
to a maximum of 50 knots. 

(6) No increase in enemy strength or movement was observed 
during November. 

e. Other. 

(1) ASeismiC Intrusion Detector (SID) was employed at 
the battalion waterpoint'from the period 17 November until 21 
November. No intrusions were detected during these dates. 

(2) 2d Platoon, Company A, began using a Seismic In­
trusion Detector (SID) on the 25th of November. On the 29th 
of November at 2010 hours ~intrusion was deteoted and mortar 
fir e brought to bear on the area. The area wa's later checked 
wi tll neg2.t1ve :re:~3l11 is. 

(3) Two 1'}lS-6' s held by the battalion were not tn oper­
[tiion du:ring the reporting period. Both units were sent to FLSG 
for .repair on 11 November and returned on the 29th of November. 
The battalion recommended by le·tter that trained techn.1cians 
be assigned or that this radar equipment be invoiced to a com­
mand closer to an effective maintenance source, since trained 
technicians and maintenance are a continuine problem. 
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4. Training 

a. Objective. The objective of training oonducted during 

the month of November was the ma'intainance and improvement of 

the Battalion's capability to carry out its assigned missions. 

b. Ma'; or Training Highlights. 

(1) Special attention was directed to~ard small unit 

offensive tactics (squad level) and the improvement of the in­

divi.dual rifleman's Inarksmanship proficiency. Ini tially squad 

tactics training was bttgun on the company and platoon level 

with classes on the phases of offensive combat, formations, 

troop leadine steps and the operation order. This prepara­
tion WgS f:ollQwed by practical application on the ground in 

each company area. The training culminated in a squad live­

fire problem we:e- conducted by the Battalion from 11 to 18 

November. The problem consisted of the following: 

(a) Issuance of attack order to sq,uad leaders 

by the problem director. 

(b) Troop leading procedures and issuance of 

"]~rag" orders by the squad leaders to their teM. leaders. 

(c) Conduct of the problem:inelnden envelopment 

of an intermediate objective and frontal assault by the SQuad 

on the final objective. 

(d) Staff Officer Critique: Every rifle squad 

of the Battalion was run through the problem. Lance Corporal 

and Corporal squad leaders (some of them placed in their cur­

rent positions of responsibility without having undere;one sim­

ilar trainine since passing through an Infantry Training neg­
imcnt) were unifor:mly enthusiastic in their reception to the 

live-fire problem. The lessons learned are considered inval­

uable. A schematic diagram of the live-fire exercise follows 

as paea 7. 
(2) In conjunction with the tactical training of the 

squad, a program was established by the Battalion to improve 

the individual rifleman's marksmanship proficiency. The train­

inG consisted of a four hour lecture and application period 

conducted by a staff noncommissioned officer with extensive 

team shooting experience. A period of two days was necessary 

to present the tra.ining to each company. The main teaching 

pOints included: 

6 001'f.E'IDE,.NTIAL 
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(a) Stressing that "hits count," and making the first 
shot good. 

(b) Knowing the zero of the weapon and the weapon,'s 
capabi1iti~s. . ! 

(c) 

( d) 
by practical 

Maintaining the weapon in the field. 

Instilling confidence in the individual Marine 
application. 

A 15 yard range was set up in the Battalion area, and a 
one inch "D" target was used. The Marine was shown the impor­
tance of aiming at the correct point (center of mas, on the sil­
houette, and its relationship to range. Five hundred and for­
ty-four riflemen of the Batt~lion have partioipated to date, 
and preparatj.ons are underway to establish t? continuous pro­
grwn of marksmWtship. 

(3) Training of the l06mUl Rifle I)latool1 was stressed, since 
the experience level of the Platoon is low. ~~he purpose of this 
program was to train the 106 Platoon to carry out its primary 
mission of AT warfare with emphasis on its seoondary mission of 
1~ support for the Battalion. 

(a) Subjects covered Hours 

1. Introduction .~ 

2 Mechanics of the l06J;t. R. 7i 

.2.. The .50 cal. spotting rifl e 7 

! Spare parts end PM 1 

2. Crew drill 3 

.€. Marksmanship 4-

'L TechniQue of fire 4-

§. Tactical employment 2 

9- ]'IREX 32 

8 CON.Jaj)l$li~lAY. 
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(b) Highlights of cycle of training in­
cludeo. four }t'IREX. Total ammunition expenditures included 
lO~rounds of 106 and 340 rounds of .50 caliber. Subcaliber 
(.30) training is planned for December. 

(c) Combat readiness of the Platoon was 
raised from marginal to fully combat ready. 

(4) Other Company/Platoon level training included 
mapping, patrolling techniques, local reaction drills, rules 
of engagement, safety of personnel, fire support requests by 
small unit leaders, and personal sanitation and hygiene. Com­
munication personnel conducted company level training on pre­
ventive maintainance, waterproofing techniques and field ex­
pedient antenna construction. Oontinuing emphasis has been 
placed on NCO leadership at the fire-team and squad levels. 

5. SpeCial Operations 

a. Amphibious Operations. None 

b. Combined Operations. 

(1) The Battalion participated in Operation Prairie 
throughout the reporting period. 

(2) Defense of the Khe Sanh Special Forces Camp/air­
field continued throughout the period covered. 

c. Psychological Operations. None 

d. River Operations. None. Numerous small river crossings 
were made by rifle companies and subordinate units using rope 
techniques. 

6. Nuclear, Biological, Chemical and other speloial types of 
Warfar$. None. All major items of equipment are on hand. 

7. Command and Oontrol. 

a. Task Organization. (Including units in direct support) 

1st Battalion, 3d Marines 

H&S 00 (-) 

9 
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Co A (Rein) 

Co A 

Det H&8 Co (-) 

Det Med. Plat. 

Det 81 Mort. Plat. 

Det Corrun. Plat. 

Det S-2 Scout Team 

Det }"'AC Team 

Co B (Rein) 

Co B 

Det H&S Co (-) 

Det Med. Plat. 

Det 81 Mort. Plat. 

Det Comm. Plt. 

Det 8-2 Scout Team 

Co C (Rein) 

00 a 

Det H&S Co (-) 

Det Med. Plat. 

Det 81 Mort. Plat. 

Det Corom. Plat. 

Det 8-2 Scout Team 

10 
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capt SWEENEY 

Capt WHITTLESEY 
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Capt JORDAN 
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Battalion Reserve 

Co P (Rein) 

Det H&S Co (-) 

Det Med. Plat. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Det 81 Mort. Plat. 

Det Corom. Plat. 

Det 8-2 Scout Team 

• 
Capt MULLALLY 

Btry B, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines (Rein) Capt PALMER 

Det 3d Shore Party Bn 

Det 3d Engineer Bn 

2dLt KERR 

Cpl BOSAVAGE 

b. Location of all command posts of sRbordinate units 
and repor~ing units. 

1st Battalion, 3d Marines ____ , _,' XD6474.15 
Company A (Rein) • XD\S,0414 
Company B (Rein) XD 632434 
Company C (Rein) XllB56407 
Company}) (Rein) XDS47414 
H&S Company (-) - XDl'~4 7415 
Btry B, 1stEn, 13thMar XD 844414 
Det, 3d Shore Party Bn In 847418 
Det, 3d Engineer Bn ----- XD 835430 

c. Attachments and Detachments. Above attachments 
were attache,c1 throughout reporting period. 

d. Control. Primary means of control was land line 
supplemented by radio. 

e. Problem Areas. The geographical location of the 
1st BattaJ.. ion, 3d Marines and its associated poor weather pre­
sented a continuous support problem to the Battalion. Current 
air support "Frag" order scheduling m. d lack of aircraft main­
tenance'tsupport in the area preclude RON posa1l)1lities o.f 1\he 
Sanh. As a res~lt support aircraft were available less than 

11 
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The lack of local air support further provi~es a hardship 
in the medical evacuation capability of the Battalion. To date 
emergency med-evacs have occurred in periods of good weather. 
'llhe present system does not allow the flexibility necesf3e.ry 
in the Battalion to handle a med-evac during a brief break 
in the weather. 

8. Close Combat 

a. O12erations Conducted 

(1) 

(2) 

Patrols 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Squad 

Platoon 

___ ;09 

__ 30 

__ 0 Company 

O~el:ations 

(a) Platoon -- o 
(b) Company -- ; 

(c) Battalion 1 

~. ,~ificant Events. 

(1) 021535 "B" Btry 1/13 fired fifteen rounds W. P. 
105 How. on BT 805469. Nature of target emission of radio 
signals. 

.. ,.> 

(2) 022205 a Co D patrol fired four rounds small arms 
at two Viet Cong encountered along patrol route .,_~t 839434. 81 
mortar illumination called for, area searched, ne"gative results. 

(3) 030530 Co C (-) began a seven day search and clear 
operation in the northern portion of the Battalion TAOR. Co 
D (-) later participated as a soreening and blocking force. 

(4) 040346 a Co D sentry posted at battalion water 
point (835431) Sighted VCS and fired four rounds small arms. 
81 illumination provided. Area searched, negative results. 

812483. 
(5) 051005 Co D reported OE aircraftwa~ J':i,;r,ed on from 
Unobs,erved 81 mortar fire mission c I~4fil~ [\\V';\(:::i\l i , i 

\\JJ~\I;9\btfu~~ull Ul~, ... 
I~\i',~ ....... , .............. 
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(6) 061700 Generals WALT, KlLE, ROBER~,SHAW and Party 

arrived in Khe Sanh area. Briefing held by ele, III MA]' Repre­
sent~:tive and eorcune"nding Offioer, 1st Battalion, 3d Marines. 

(7) 100745 A Marine from the H&S Company, while in­
vestigatj.ng a suspioious acting indigenous person in front of 
the company's l)erimeter, (840421) was wounded by rifle fire and 
evaouated. Marine returned 5 or 6 rounds of small arms after 
being hit. Area searohed, negative results. 

(8) 102120 Lights reported 1n the vicinity of 778438. 
Fire m.ission oalled--twenty four HE rounds 105mm How. fired. 
Area searched by elro patrol. Negative results •. 

(9) 130315 Co A patrol reported two incidents of ves 
sightings wi'thin minutes apart in area 823412. First sighting 
reported two ves, seoond oounted three ves moving in SW direc­
tion. Efforts to make oontact unsucoessful. 

(10) 131445 CG, III l~AF arrived in the Khe Sanh area. 

(11) 131040 Battalion visited and entertained by Martha 
RAYF~ who w~:~s aocompanied by B/Gen ENGLISH. 

(12) 192045 Co A listening post sighted three va moving 
past their positions, vic 856405. Sound power line failed F~d 
]j. p. attempted to return to their lines. Reoe~ved one incoming 
small arms round from fourth VO. One hundred rOUJ1ds small arms, 
3 M-79 rounds and 5 81 illumination rounds were fired. Area im­
medi[~tely searched.. Negative results. 

(13) 230304 Co A rel10rted receiving approximately nine 
rounds small arms fire from vioinity 850421. Observed three ve 
under area illumination. Small arms fire returned and grenades 
returned.. Area searched later with negative reaul ts. 

(14) 272}O6 00 A patrol at 847425 received one sme,ll 
arms rOillld. Patrol returned fire and threw two grenades. Area 
searched with. negative results. 

(15) 282315 Platoon from Co A received two incoming 
ercnades and one round of small arms fire 848421 two grenades 
were thrown in response and nine rounds of M-79 were fired. 

9. F).re §u.p~Qr:t .QQQrdinaj.i.Qn 

a. Signifioant Events: 
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(1) 8 Nov 1966 - Two 4.2" mortars assigned to B-1-13 
increasing fire capabilities of Khe Sanh ~AOR - Designated as 
BrQ.vo Whiskey. 

(2) During the month fi". vieual/reCGll artillery spot 
missions were conducted by the Battery Commande'r utilizing USMC 
RUlE and H-34 helicopters and USMe and USAF OlE spotter aircraft. 

(3) 21 Nov 1966 - Artill.ry mission fired in support 
CrDG patrol, operating from Khe S$nh Special Forces Camp, re-
sulted in four probable KIA (Arty). 

(4) An average of 31 Artillery and 17 Mortar H&I's 
were fired daily during the month. 

b. Artillery Units Providing Support/Reinforcing Fires: 

(1) BrQvo Battery, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines (Rein) 

-(Q) '·.Six 105mm Howi t'Zers ,. 

(b) Det, K-4-l2, two l55mnl-liowi tetrs 

(c) Det, two 4.2" Mortars 

(2) l15mm Artillery from Artillery Plateau 

c. Naval Ships Providing Naval Gunfire Support: None 

d. Type and NtuIlber of Missions Fired: 

(1) Artillery 

(a) Observed missions - 15 

(b) Unobserved missions - 13 

(c) 11&I fires - 920 

(d) Group fires - 12, 

(e) Training/practice missions 

(f) Registration missions - 22 

(g) Prep fires - 7 

(2) Naval gunfire - none 

(') Blmm mortars 

(a) Observed missions - 6 
14 
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(b) Unobserved missions - 8 

(0) H&I f:i. res - 480 

• 
(d) Practice/training missions - ~l 

(e) Registration missions - 3 

(4) 60mm Mortars 

(a) Observed missions - none 

(b) Unobserved missions - 3 

(0) H&I fires - 143 

e. Ammunition Expended by Type and Caliber 

(1) Artillery 

(a) 105mm Howitzer 

.i HE - 3785 

£ WP - 212 

2- III - 101 

i. SInk - 0 

(b) 155mm Howitzer 

.i HE - 230 

~ WP - 22 

2- III - 2 

(c) 4. 2" Mortar 

! HE - 350 

g, III - 4 

(2) 81mm Mortar 

(a) HE (light) - 458 

(b) HE (medium) - 220 

(0) III - 243 

15 
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(3) Naval gunfire: None 

10. Combat Air Support ' 

a. During the period from 1 November 1966 through 6 Nov­
ember 1966 the TAOP was deployed as follows: (>neALO and five 
enlisted men within the Battalion O. P.; one FAC and two enlist­
ed men attached to Oompany A. On 7 November, one FAG was de­
t~ched from Oompany A and became,acting ALO, c~ntinuing in this 
capacity through 20 November. ~,additional FAO was requested 
and received on 7 November from '3d Battalion, 3d Marines. ~~ 
FAC and two enlisted men accompN11ed a Oompany 1> patrol from 
7 November to 9 ,November. On';ld November the "FAG from 3d Batte.:­
lion, 3d Marines was detached .. &nd returned to'his parent unit. 
On 21 November the ALO assumed his duties and the remaining FAC 
was again attached to Oompany A. Present TAOP~'strength is one 
ALO, one FAC and seven enlisted men. ;:" 

b. No CAS was provided for the Battalion's use during the 
month of November. Helicopter support was pro\1'1ded on Ii. daily 
basis with the exception of the following datesl 3, 15, 16, 21 
22, 23, 25. 26, 27, 28, 30 November. 

c. A total of fifty-five persons were med~evac by air dur­
ing this reporting period. 

d. Air support Vias provided for the Battalion by the fol­
lowing units: 

HNM-163 
IDIUVI-164 
HMM-263 

11. Logistics (S-±L 

HMM-265 
VJVIO-l 
U\~GR-l52 

a. Supply. Logistic support was channeled through the tSA, 
Khe Sanh,. to the main supply source, FLSG Alpha at Danane. Em­
ergency support, when required, was furnished by the FLSU at 
Dong He.. The flow of material into the !Battalion, through the 
LSA, for the month of November improved to a degree that ad­
equate supplies of Class I, III, IV and V were normally avail­
ableto using units. This supply support was effective and timely. 
Class II, Type 1 supply items were requisitioned through the 
Battalion rear echelon in Danang. 

The only method of resupply for the Battalion at Khe Sanh 
was by aircraft, both fixed and rotary wing; therefore, the nor­
mal problems of supply weremagnified;\'.by the vagaries of the 
weather. Low-altitude parachute "extra.{)tion s1ijiem (LAPES) has 
been proposed as a method of resupply, if necessary, but has not 
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been utilized to date. 

Primarily as a result of weather, and secondarily as a 
result of the random nature of demand and laok·of meohaniza­
tion at the Khe Sanh end of the supply line, Olass II support 
was not totally satisfaotory during November. At the end of 
the month, numerous unfilled requisitions were h.ld for Class 
II items ordered through the LSA, and numerous items provided 
by the Battalion rear echelon were staged awaiting air transport­
ation at DanliUlg. 

b. ~aintenan~~. ReQuirements exceeding organizational 
maintenance a.re being a.ir evaouated to either FLSU at Dong Ha 
of.FLSG Alpha at Danang, dependent upon the type of equipment 
in need of repair. Ordnance maintenance performed at FLSG 
Alpha has been most satisfactory, in that repaired ordnance 
items are being returned in five to seven days, which includes 
air travel to and from Danang. FLSU at Dong Ha performs re­
quired maintenanoe on electronio equipment. 

Problems in resupply of spares (discussed in paragraph 
a.) resulted in four vehicles deadlined during November re­
quiring only three different line items to bring them off 
deadline, (blower belts and generator belts for the mite, and 
pulley belts ~or the mule.) Greater than average usage of 
belts is attr~buted to the extremely wet, muddy oonditions 
which prevailed throughout the month. 

c. Food Services. From the time the Battalion arrived 
at Khe Sanh on 2.§ September until about 10 November t the main 
subsistence item was MOl's three times per day. "A" Rations 
(bread. steaks and fresh fruit) ware flown into Khe Sanh three 
time~during that period. On 10 November, the Battalion's Gal­
ley, consisting of four stoves, started serving "B" Rations to 
approximately 1100 men once per day and soup. to one company 
each night, to supplement the MOl's. This prooedure is the de­
sired balance at this time between maintaining maximum tac­
tical dispersion and providing variety in the type of meal 
serv(tQ.. The successful operation of the galley and the "can 
do" spirit of the cooks was the highlight of the battalion's 
food servioe operation for the month. 

d. Cantonment and Camp Facu~ties. Cantonment and camp 
facili ties in the Kb.e Sanh area Kave been re.stricted to the 
minimum commensurate with the tactioal situation. The prin­
ciple means of shelter is a field expedient commonly referred 
to as a "Hooch," located on or near to a fighting position or 
a protective hole. Defensive pOSitions were improved exten­
sively. (See part I, paragraph 10.) 
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e. Transportation and Roads. The road system in the Khe 
Sanh area is strioiy a fair wea~~.r system. During fair wea­

ther, all. rQads are trafficable!f'or)l274 and M422 vehicles. 
During n16~ement weather, the M214 "mule" is the workhorse of 
the Battalion on the barely passable ~oads. It is a common 
requirement to have a tlbulldozer," pull w-.ter trailers out to 
the water point and back during!>er1ods of inolement weather. 
At times ~ome rnads become oompletely impassable for all e~u~~-
mente . 

f. Fiscal. Supply disoipline has been emphasized to as­
sure eoonomical use of available assets. 

g. Water. The water pOint operated by the two-man en­
gineer detaonment provides the bul~ of the water supply for 
entire The Sanh areiJ.. Units u"t otgQ.nic vehicles for resup­
ply from the water point during:fair weather. During incle­
ment weather, tracked-vehicles provide the main resupply to 
units not proximate to the water point, with resupply by hel­
icopter utilized when roads become barely passable. 

h. Motpr Transport. Unit transportation re(luirements are 
being provided from the Battalion's organic vehicles. Some 
maintenance problems were experitnoed due to the constant 
usaee in mud, on bad roads ~d the supply problems noted in 
paragraph a. above. However, the Battalion was able to per­
form its mission at The Sanh without serious problems, using 
eighteen M274's, twelve M422's and two 2t ton 6X6 trucks from 
~l-l" The remaining vehicles were in use by the Battalion 
rear echelon. 

1. Embarkation. Embarkation planning for future requiJ.e­
menta has been continuous with material stored at the admin­
istrative rear echelon ~eady for embarkation, and working doo­
uments being prepared for equipment at Khe Sanh. Unit Cargo 
Manifests, UP&TT, and VS&PT for the Battalion at Khe Sanh are 
beine updated; box pallet and banding requirements are being 
determined. 

j. Evacuation and Hospitalization. 62 Marines were evac­
uated during ~ovember, all by airorart. No diffioulties have 
arisen to date concerning evaouation; however, the dependenoe 
on air transportation and prevalent poor weather oombine to 
make med evao difficulty a possibility. 
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12. Medical and Dental Support 

a. Surgeons. 

(1) Lieutenant H. A. ACKLEY, MC, USNR, Battalion 
Surgeon 

(2) Lieutenant T. L. FOLKERTH, MO, USN, Assistant 
Battalion SUrgeon 

b. Signifioant Events. 

(1) Laboratory facilities became available to do 
blood smears, urinalysis and to examine stool specimens. 

(2) It has been disoovered while on patrol, the 
standard stock Inseot Repellent, Type IIA (6840-753-4963) 
is helpful~fin preventing leach infestation. 

c. Medical Trends. 

(1) Five men oontaoted malaria. 

(2) The continual wet weather and mud have dictated 
that prevention of foot casualties b~-a major prOgram. Company 
Corpsmen and unit leaders inspect feet daily; every man in the 
Battalion is required to air his feet for an hour each day. 
Socks are kept dry when possible. As a result, although treat­
ment of foot problems at the Company and BAS inoreased sharp­
ly, no Marine or Sailor has yet required evacuation as a re­
sult of improper foot care. 

(3) Skin infections oontinue to be a major mediccl..l 
problem. These appear to be related to weather and terrain 
factors, difficulty in conducting personal hygiene, and numer­
ous insect and leach bites. 

d. Nilla ber .oJ.~.~~.1i.t;L.e _C!it_s!l~Jj;j.~lL1'};'~~.t~~. a t J~A~ .• 

(1) One bullet wound to a left thigh. 

e. NumbeJ; of Non=A?-.tt).~._.O~.~1.t+.e.s .• ~lr.e~.t.~I! .. a.t J3A,.S.:.4.2.9 .• 

(1) ~~ergency treatment 
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(a) Lacerations - 19 

(b) Foreign body in'eye - 5 

(c) Fractures - 3 

(d) Gun shot wound - 1 

(2) Patients admitted to BAS Ward-30 

(a) Prevalent admission diagnosis: Skin infe~ 
t:i.ons 8J1d eastro-enteri tis 

(b) Total number of patient days - 207 

(3) Number of t1med evacs" - 62 

(4) Venereal disease 

(a) Types 

1 N. gonorrhea - 5 

~ Chancroid - 2 

(b) Locations 

1. Danang - 4 

£. Hawaii - 1 

2. Singapore - 1 

.4. Taipei - 1 

(5) During the month of November a dentist and two 
dental technicians sct up a clinic at the Special Forces Cemp. 
This facility handled all the dental emergencies !iIJld routj_ne 
dental care and administered prophylatic dental care. The 
equipment and one dental technician will remain in the Khe Sanh 
area and a dentist will visit at appropriate intervals to pro­
vid~ continuing treatment. 
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f. Preventive Medj.ci!l~ and San! tation. 

(1) The number of oases of gastro-ent.ritis, although 
not alarmingly high, has prompted closer supervision of food 
handling personnel and facilities. 

g. Civil ,uf.a1r§. M~j.j~ Support. 

(1) The Battalion Surgeons have been visiting the 
Vietnamese Government Clinict .. ,a local missionary clinic, and 
the Special Forces Dispensary three or four times a week to 
offer their advice and assistance. In addition the Battalion 
Surgeons have supported the combined civic a.ction programs of 
the local government and the Spe9ial Forces team whenever pos­
sible. The Battalion moved toit;s new TAOR 29.September 1966, 
but received no "MEDCAP" supplies until 25 Nov1mber 1966. Con­
sequently "MEOOAP" activity has 'Peen limited. Now the:t supplies 
are available, Battalion Corpsm~n will hold regule.rly sche­
duled clinics in the local villages, referring all serious 
cases .to the VietnQIDese Government Clinic, Wlich we will con­
tinue to support. 

h. })ro blem Areas. • 
(1) The main problem ~rea is in getting supplies, 

however, this situation ,has improved over tte past month. 
Obtainine; stretchetls bas remained'a serious problem. 

(2) The BAS dolts not have adequate lighting :['0),' ex­
amining and treating patients. Steps are being taken through 
the proper channels to alleviate this deficiency. 

13. Ohaplain' s SU12l2.9r:..t 

a. Ba tta.liol1._.ch~]J...ain.~ 

(1) Lt George R. WITT. OHO, USN 65tk~91, 1-23 Nov 
::.' 'i. 

(2) LODR Michael A. ONDO, CHO, USN 611298 24-30 Nov 

b. Masses. 

~ 
Sunday Masses 
Weekday Masses 
Communed 

fl:e.ndp,.n.cs. 

298 
449 

Protestant and Jewish religious coverage is provided 
by 3d Marine Regt. Chaplain, Division Chaplain's office (For­
ward) and 1st Marine Air Wing Ohaplain's office (Danang). 
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c. ~umber ofJ~ersons Reoeiving Oounsel;!;ing: 20 

d. Significant Event,S: Thanksgiving Da:y; Regimental 
Chaplain's visit, for Protestant Divine servioes on 28 Novem­
ber. Also. after six months the ,current Ohaplein received 
orders to an Infantry Battalion, ,1/', on Thanksgiving Day, 
24 Novem~~.,- Hal1. .. an h<iu~ .. 11A.t~:;/:UJ?on the Battalion Com­
mander's r8'tI«&'g~,r-t~ompt!nm. 'Oatholic M~ss followed 
at 1700 in the CParea. Sergeant Major DURKE~ escorted the 
Padre on all runs, 

e. Facilities: Outstanding, GP tent aooommodations. 

f. During the period of this report, the command atten­
tion to attendance at divine services has been most effective. 
Increasing numbers of personne1~t all ranks have been present 
at divine services. Every effort has been made to provide suit­
able places for these services., 

14. QiyiL.Aii!-Jr.~jpI.i)._tt.?-~Y.i*9Y~~'JlPtep..~J9.o~W1.lty_ ~e,;t.~.t.i.op.s 

~. Significant Activiti~s. 

(1) On 10 November 1966 the Distriot Chief of Khe 
Sanh and two American women missionaries, including a mission 
school class of approximately thirty chi1drent were invited 
and' attended the Marine Oorps Birthday ceremony. 

(2) Regional ano. Popular Forces from the Special 
Forces Camp were ~ttached to Oompanies A and 0 to aid USlv'lC 
patrols in identification of suspected VOl T~ese ID"' and PF 
forces consisted of four to eight men attached to each com­
pany. 

(3) On 1 November six thousand poun4s of rice w&~ 
distributed to indigenous personnel, under the supervision of 
the District Chief. 

(4) Medcap assistance was provided in coordination 
with Khe Sanh Special Forces Camp. 

15. ConununicJ!.:!;lp.!1§. 

a. Wire. Activities during the periodtncluded instal­
lation f~nd maintenance of the Battalion wire system. r.Pfte wire 
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sys"tern. The wire system includes a 20 pair cable running 
}~ast to the Special Forces Camp and a 26 pair cable running 
\Vest rmdaround to the North side of the runway. The Bat­
talion has provided the wire lines to all units operating in 
support of the Rhe qanh airstrip. Telephone service is also 
provided to all attachments and supporting units of the Bat­
talion. A telephone system for the use of the SOP, 3d Marine 
Division/III MA.F nepresentative has also beeul installed. At 
this time the Dattalion has approximately thirty miles of YlD-I! 
TT, telephone cable, installed in cables and overheaded on poles. 
There are presently thirty-three locals off the Battalion Switch­
board plus tru~ lines to each company and the artillery bat­
tery supporting the Battalion. 

b. nadio. lladio communications during the period have 
been generally good. Communications with 3d Marine Division 
were good with few probl~ms. AN/MRC 83 and 87 t s were used for 
this ohot. J!"Tj\~ communications with 3d Marine Division (J!'orward) 
were fair to Bood. The distance involved dictated the use of 
a mobile equipment, AN/MRC-I09 ald ·a RC-292 antenna. With a 
relay established midway between Khe Sanh and Dong Hat the AN/ 
P~O-25 was used satisfactorily. During this period the MRC-IO) 
was operated on a three hour motor off, one hour motor running 
cycle. The MRC-I09 was used on the divisionTAC #3 circuit as 
the primary tactical contact with 3d Marine Division (J!'orward). 
TIi vj.sion TAO #1 was used as an alternate ciroui t for command 
traf Cic .during radio relay failures. Internal radio nets were 
operated on a continuous basis throughout the period. ~~he RC-
292 antenna was used to maintain continuous communications with 
the companies. 

c. Radio Relay 

(1) During the entire period the Battalion has had 
attached an AN/MRC-62 and team from Comm1.Ulications Company, 3d 
Marine Division. The team provided the Battalion with common 
user circuits to the 3d Marines, 3d Marine Division (l!'orward)", 
3d Marine Division [utd a single user channel from 3d Marine 
Division (Forward) COC: A covered teletype circuit has been in 
use via this eqUipment, to 3d Marine Division Communication Cen­
ter. 

(2) On the 29th a second AN/MRC";'62 and team was fur­
nished to provide two additional common user oirouits to the 
Battalion, a single user channel to the detacbment from 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing, and a Single user channel for use by the 
LSA. 
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d. Message Center. 

(1) During the period. oovered teletype oirouit was 
established •. The circ~~t began operQtin~ on 7 November to 3d 
Marine Division (Forward) and on 12 November the circuit was 
rete~minated at ;d Marine Division. A total of 450 incoming 
an<f'222 outgoing messages were handled. After some initial 
eqUipment problems within the BattaliOn, 1. e., AN/TGC-14 and 
AN/'rCC-l'l, few equipment failures wert enoountered. There were 
oontinuing short duration failures in the radio relay system. 
Operation and management problems oausedto som~'degree by in­
experience and lack of field training ot message oenter per­
sonnel were encountered and solved. ~&lem areas were: 

(a) Message distribution: Timeliness and con-
trol. 

(b) Prompt and effective use of all available 
communications means. 

(2) Effective measures for message distribution and 
control were developed through coordinated staff action, and· 
training of supervisory message center personne resulted in 
effective use of available equipment. 

(;) During the ",moll.,jih of November, tbs message' oenter 
provided communications guard-fOl'.the SOP, 3dM.arDiv/III MAP Re ... 
presentative, Khe Sanh. ~ . 

. ~, 

.tJ~ ,_ . 

e. Maintenance and Supply_ ,,:~~"', 
.'.':~:, .. , 

(1) During the period, a]M/repair team was organized 
to provide assistance and, instruction in preventive maintenanee 
and operat ing techniques to the company operat'ots. 

(2) Repair support by the Force Logistic Command has 
been timely throughout the period. 

(,) Resupply of dry cell batteries BA-,86 and BA-,O 
was sporadic. Emergency resupply of these items by the FLSU at 
Dong Ha was required on two occasions. 

(4) Maintsnance and repair of teletype 
discussed in paragraph f. below. :, 

equipment is 

,­
-If •. 

\ , 

. , 

\ 
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f. Problems Encountered. The lack of qualified teletype 

repairmen has caused concern due to inability to trouble shoot 
outages and make ,necessary corrections. Minor repair of tele­
types has been unusually slow because of necessity of waiting 
for repairman to be dispatched from another 1m1 t. 
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