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PART I

Fy

Subordinste Units

Det HqCo, 9thMAB (Radlo [NRESD
Det 15th Med BEn
Det Postorl Secction Hq Bn 3dMarDiv

Det Photo Section Hq Bn 3dMorDiv

Det Disbursins Soction Eq Bn 3dMerDiv

Det Hq BQ.RLT?26 (Radio Relsy)
Btry A (Roin), 1stBn, 12thMer
107mm h&rBtry; 2dBn; 12thMnhr
""gtPlt (Rein), CoB 1stAmTracBn
15tPlt (Rein), CoA 3dATBn
3dP1t (Rein), CoC 3dTankBn
2dP1t (Rein), CoA 3dEngrBn
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Commander

e

LtCol P. A. WICKWIRE

Capt J. H. MACK

Capt P, N, HENDRIX

(1 Apr - 6 Mey 67)

Capt C. G, JCRDAN

(7 Moy - 13 May 67)

Capt J. C, SHIRLEY
Capt G, F, RECZEK

Copt E. P. ALDOUS Jr,

Cpl J. N, MAGGI
It D, M, }C GINN

Sgt W.
Cpl G. F. ORSZAG

A, LEDFORD

Capt C, B, YELLIG
Cpl K. K, FROST

Capt D. J. HARRINGTON
Capt A. M, PATTERSQN
1stlt D, J, BROWN
2Lt W. M, HAYES
24Lt L, D, DOEBIN

2dLt F. G, WENTWCORTH




DECLASSIFIED

Totklt, Coll 2dReconBn 24Lt R, H, FREEMAN

i
1st Clearing P1t (Rein), CoB 3dMedBn Lt R, G. SCHEIBE, Uéﬁ“
Det 3dServEn (Provided by FIC) Lt F, J, HAUCE |
23P1t (Rein), CoB 3dSPBn 2dLt X, A, WOMER
1atP1t (Rein), CoB 3dMITn 24Lt D, M. BYSTEDT

2, Loention
a, 1=4 Apr 1967 - Camp Schwab, Okinawa
b, 5-19 Apr 1967 - Aflo~t with CTG 79,4
ce 20-23 Apr 1967 - SIF Camp, Subic Bay Philippines
de 24=27 Apr 1967 -%EflO”t vrith CTG 79.4
e, 28 Apr - 17 1l 1057 ~ Opcration Beaver Cage; RVN
£, 13 Nay 1967 = Aflont uith CIG 79.4

3, Staff Officers

Exccutive Officer Mnj 3. D, T CRNBURY
s-ﬁ?@ 2dLt E, W. STERLING
S-2 CWO P, B, MURPHY
s-3 Maj R. C. OSSENFORT
S=4 Capt C. G, JCRDAN

(1 Apr - 6 M-y 67)
Cept P, 1. HENDRIX
(7 - 13 May 67)

4o Average }Month trensth
ushe i
Officers Enlisted Officers Enlisted Other
60 1660 8 g0 None
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PART II

Narr-~tive Surmmary

During this reporting poriod Battalion Lending Tecn 1/3 conducted Specinl Opera-
tions in the Republic of Vietnem end training therefore,

The first part of thc reporting period was spent training for Spec Ops, A4 LEX
wes teld on Okinawa with conditions and circumstances spproximating those of RVN
as closely os possible, The LEX was ahorted one day eerly because of Inclement
weather; apdian adveneced party to the SIF C-mp at NB Suble Bay was det-ched, and the
BLT beckld®ed. rnd set seil on boerd the ships of TG 76,4,

During the next 10 doys the BLT conducted training rt sea, The ILT, except thoso
units emborked on LPH-3, USS Ckinawé end AKA 104, USS Semincle, received three
days of upkeep at Keu Chung, Taiwan,

Then orders were recoived, the cdvence porty was withdrawm fron NB Subie snd TG

79.4 seiled for the territorial waters off RWII. Two dnys later new orders were

received, and the BLT sailed for and off loaded ot thc SLF Crmp B Suhie, Ifter
threc drvs tPéining ot Suble Pay, new orders werc again reccived -nd ti Elﬁgr;-
turned to the teritorirl waters off RVN, ‘

On 28 April 1967 thc BLT commonced Oper-~tlon Pecver C-ge, The frast four doys
were in support of Operation Union, D" Company opercted on the besch in the
¥ieinity of BT 305361 uvhilc "A", "B", end "C" Compenies cnd thé ILT cormand ele-
ment opersted inlend, approximately 27 miles SSE of De Neng AT, During this time
only 1light enemy contact was mede, however the BLT sufferéd hert cosurltles ~nd
more then 100 personnel were medevrced during this period.

After four days tho nIg o ifted 5 miles north and set up Headquerters in viel-
nity of BT 12838C, ~t Landing Zone C<rdinal, Compenies were assigned individual
TAOR's end enemy contact bogrn to increasc in sizo‘and frequency.

On 2 May, both "A" drd. "C" Compenies mrde conbnet with enemy units of platoon size,
or greater, .

On 4 Mey "D" Comprny, while cocsiny n velley Eost of Hill 65, BT 094392 encoun-
tored intensive enemy reaistsnce end had elements pinned down, Alr and ~rtil-
lery support wers called, nnd "C" Compeny wes moved to Eill 65 to be in a posi-
tion to support. Air end ortillery continued into the night and "D Compeny ele-
ments in contect with the enemy witkdrow to Lill 65 vnder covor of darkness.

On § Mry "B", "C", oni "D" Companio= conducted cittensive scerch ond destroy oper=
ations in the valley, coordinates DT 090 west.to DT 2041, Thot ovening lee~l
Vict Conp ntteckod ELT supportinc clements in the procesr of oxiracting from
Londing Zono Cordinel, Lending Zone Cardinel came under cnomy norter ~nd srall
arms fire. H&S Compeny and W/2/12 personnel in the zono reacted ~nd support-

ing srms essistence was requosted, Two hundred ren and 3000 pounds of cmmun-
1tion wore evacunted in one rnd one heslf hours of gnathering darkness under con-

L "
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stant cnemy fire without nny fricndly cesualties, Enemy ca<ualties were 10 VC KIA
confirmed and 20 VC KIA probable,

The commend elements with "A" Comprny in reserve roved to Sue Son, ~nd "B", "C", and

"M" Comprnios commenced to sweep the valley west of Hill 65 in the vieinity of DT

060390, As tho Compenies swept up the valley to the West, enemy mortar™attacks be-

came frequent and small arms resistonce wes encountered, After four d~ys the con-
panies reached the uppér end of tho valley ~nd fturned and begen to sweep b-ck down
the valley to the Erst,

On 10 Yoy "B" -2 "M Covponles, leadine the sweep in the vieinity of BT 030390,
nmet intense onnll ermatc T ntonee, Both companies were unable to either ndvance
or bre~k contrct, 5 ol eormg were ealled in, but were h-mpored Ly the close-
necs of corteetl, rol help wen reruested-rnd "C" Company, 1st Dott-lion,

5th Mrrines moved dowm the seuthern ridgelime #nd into the volley ~t DT 046384 to

cut off cnemy units moving either into o» out off the brttlo rrea, "D" Compory
split its personnel, sending two pletoons to '"B" Corpany and one platoon to "C"
Company, Forty personnel of Sparrow Hawk Platoon were inserted, however the pla-
toon met such rosisteznce on lending th-t further use of lelicopters in the ~rea
become impractiecal, Supporting arms continuved to strike at enemy contret whenever
possible. By evening the backbone of tho cnemy attack had been broken, contect
had lessened and resupply and medevnc helicopters were a2 le to re-ch the friendly
units, M~y 10th, the most ective day of Operation Beaver Cage hnd cost BLT 1/3
22 KIA and 88 WIA, snd the encmy 181 KIA (confirmed), 136 KIA (probable), »nd 66
7C prisoners and detsninees,

Durine the next two days "B", "C" and "D" Companies continuodﬁg\eeping the valley
to the west, On 12 Mpy they arrived at helicopter Landing Zone Quail in the viei-
nity of BT 060395 which had been secured by elements of 3d Battalion, 5th Marines,
On this day all elements of BLT 1/3 were extracted from thls zone or from Lending
Zone Magple at Num Son, to the ships of TG 76.4. After 15 drys, Operation Besver
Cage was completed, &
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PAPT TII £
SETURITIAL LISTING OF SIGHIFTCATT EVENTS
14 Sequonésﬁqf Tiwvents: o
3 April  PIT 1/3 boarded the rhipa of TC 7./
Rohearsnl for Landing Exercise co: “tvated chorrd ships
BIT 1/3 eorrencod » Londing Exorcise in the vielnity of Kin Villege,
Okinaua
7 April  BrigGon MITZGER visited BLT /3, Lending Dxercise comploted, ULT 1/3
bocklordod cn bLoerd the shipr of TC 78,4
’

17 April  BLT 1/3 arrivoed in the territorial usters of the Republic of Vietnonm

K

19 April BLT 1/3 left tlc to:®erind velbors of tho Rerublic of Vietnam for
NB Subic Bay -

20 April BLT 1/3 off lo=ded t the SLT Carp, ND Suble Bay
g.
23 April BIT 1 /3 beekloaded on bo~rd the ships of T(;x 8.4

25 April  BLT 1/3 arrived in tho torritorisl waters off the Republie of Vietnam
and prepered for fortheoming Amphibious Operations

I
arfi“ M»T‘vonver Cage commenced in support of Operation Union ot 0700

At Lo
2ot s 1ending of "C" Compeny at BT 186204, folldwed by "AM Company
o D5 100065 by hellcoptér, "D Compeny, with¥&BHEShal tonks and
onto's commcnced amphibious landing =t BT 305361 by LVT ~t 0800. A/1/12
landed »t Hil1l 29 while W/2/12 ~nd the BLT Cormnard Group landed st BT
186294, Secrch end de-troyepbiitions wers conducted in each compeny's
TACR with 1ight resistence cneountered, No friendly crsuclties were
sustained whilo 5 VCS +rore coptured,
29 April %ﬁ%, d *d@tgrb? % #kions wore conducted throughout the day while
W e e tas procecded to DT 165277 to establish a new C.P.
nAY Gorveeny wns hokikifted to BT 149234, Lerding Zores in the new
CTATL trere secured nid W/?/12 ond the DLT Cormond Group 'rore helolifted
¢ #e nov C.P, Light resistenec in the form of sniper fire wes en-
‘eointercd with 2 VG KIA, 2 VC WIA ~nd 9 VCS erptured, o friendly cas-
wrlties were sucteined,

23 April

30 April  Loeel sonrch +nd destroy oper-tions were condueted rith lirht resist-nee
oncountered, Mort- ra were used against verious torgets with uwnknowm re-
sulta, Trnks ~nd Onto's wers baclklonded nborrd ship by IVT wh’le "3" Com-

pany helolifted to BT 128330 ond "D" Company helolifted to 132399, OCne
VC wa ded and captured, onc killed, five probshle VG KIA ond one

T, S, UTA%as sustained,

6
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~nd dertror oper: tiont conducted by all corprnies, U"AM
- oeathad 7B - 100 VO necr TT 160240, M ~rtillory mission on
oo e wreallent tereot coverage bubiggipgpwn rosultzs, Grovps
re onpoged Dy ™ snd MDY Comprnies in fire fighis
aglen oAb cnkows ronvlts,  In 1otc afternoorn "A' Come

T 41 DI Commnd Group were helolifted to 1T 128388

_ o yeg helolifted to BT 132399, Cne VGE wes eapturcd,
s T A e one wotnded,

Gttenatve roowel on? destrey operations conducted by =1l companies with
1L con beet ith emm1l groups of VC throughout day, At 1930 nch Comr=
neay, digeing in at BT 098385, corc under heavy 82mm mortor, "7rm re-
coilessirifle, automatic weapors =nd small erms fire, 105mm -:d 107mm
ertillery fire was called im om tergets at BT 166384 amd BT 110374.
Ancestor Flarestip, Spooky Gumship, Huey Gumships and fixcd wing air-
atriar called in on the seme targets, Thé hesvy fire and the advance
GaoPs W0 w 1t were offectively stopped. 4 Ul S. HI4, 14 WIA ~nd 6 WIANE
vore rrstained during the battle while 2 VC KIA were confirmed, A
“ooonet fellor up serreh of the cres wes not corducted due to opero-

tionnl dormitments assigned by hicbor headquarters,

lofmcy e mn” orerconey resupsly of "CM Compeny corduetod -t first Light,

Sperretr Iovlr foreo incerted ~1 TT 42038/ ‘o cxiroct Recorno-iosonee clemcnt
rortrra,  Oooreh ond destroy opereii-ns
Little o~ ‘ret, AT 1730 -n "AY Cor-
TOQCARES 7 noerdved Dervy cutometic

an(l et ml Aeny e Rad ekl
anG T ein niie TONGL

o
vere cootinued T ~11 ner

peuy o “trel o
CTNDHE Aoaast 4T e w T e S . AP B ]
veomens Tl friillory ri TUIE Cusgbipe wors utilized

P ”. e v « A a2kt B - -
2 fowr ¢oveds vore sont Lo essiot tho woter potrol.

. .
e Fours vith the sitvation remcin-

v
h

- ey e r -

to pimrmronn U .

mi. e O O R N PR, -

Thia rction oot O “ote the 1o oven
.

ire melerr watil the followings day, .,

of T nestinued v ~11 corparies, MAM Cone

Serrch - 1
nenylo e Nejolind - provions nicht were rod-cveced, The finsl
cornt moored 14 KIA, O and 1 JINE, FEneny econurltles wor: 7 IIA

orfirmed oo 6 VIA provrble, "AM Compeny enlled in sn ortillery m's-

r

0

-

sion on 60 Lo 70 VC at T 0053060, -1'h unlmown reovlts, TV CT wrs vige
itod v Toicfon LAITE.  "DM Corpary cpotted ~nd cusrred sroups of approm-
inrtely 20 76 o BT 006404 rnd BT 005405, Mort-r ond smell arns firve

wer recolv. d durins gertiored fire fiabto, "D Comprny reportod ertbeon-

sive tunnel compleres tlwousiout thelr opernting rrer, Tolnl ersurltles

For 'Le dev ineluded 11 UL5. HIA, 20 TTIA, 6 WIANE, Incemy crourltics

- v
vere whuhotm,

"M Corprry belelifted to IT 094392 to Lisl up with "C" ayxd "' Componies
to eorduct o ncorel ond dectroy sweep of the ares, lHelolilt of A/,
W/2/12 ~nd Trovo Cormond Group to BT 027341 hegen -t 1500, At 1818 +the
LZ ~t DT 122372 crme wnder heovy atback by 8%mm morters, sutomctic and
arrll arrp five, Klondile Cunagbips Jirceted nirotriles by F=Q's -nd 2

Spooly Gunplin to supprose the fire ond used it's ro-liets rnd nechire
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s @ e
cuns to destroy il mortsr, Results vere ©0 VG T e~ lirmel, 20 VO ITA
raaohelle with Do T, 8, erpualties.
6 Yiry operrtions creouvntored 7“"11 repiotores 1o the form of
wr Tire u?rouflouu tha dar,  The pogiticnn of the eorprries ot
. of tho doy were = " Corpriy = T 0773955 "C" Corpory - U 0A730™s
"D” CGT‘T*n 7w T 7?7395. L U. Se 7IA wmre suepteined Jerine tho ooorled -5k
3 probfwl. ThOTWIA.
7y Sesrcl ~nd denbror operstions entiruned with light ror’storee. the cor-
posien not up vickh defersive rositiors oo follows: UM Oompory - O
021323 "C" Covpary = 0T 0”33“0- npH Co"r o= BT O°03°’. Affter net
s In for the Lwﬂ** oM ond "t Comperies rrooived "ﬂr
b of 8fgm mort~r firs, OnlWwS, KIA, six 7T, 5, Td o
tack,  An ~rtillery mignion was firtd or, o r‘ﬁortzf
055371 which resuvlted in a second-ry exnlos!
8 My Secrck ~ud destror mrecp b "M, "CM end "D" Carperies cortinved vith mod-
er-te resistoics from small arms ond sporadie mortar ettrcks, 5 VG5
were e-ptured ~oAd 5 V0 KIA corfirred wore ecovrted, U. S. c”nurltics
were 3 KTA ~rd 10 UTA, Alrsirilies Ty Klordile - Jarad e sdmene Ty
dantrored oo mortor,
¢ Iy gerel nrd destroy susep cortirned o the went, Oorp-nics
soredic amelld srmn ~rd morto: fire. e Do ahime
v strikes - gmell -rmo £ T cevieelize
735 uere eoptured ~nd 10
EONN e tlonm ol % normret o dopltrar o o~ meversed -7 rroccedsd
g foor ¢ nor’ch-rw‘~ Tiin Toene BT o A1, MpY, AN oo MDY
¢ v omAur irtemnive =thoek by movto—s, ~utopetic ~vd orall
. fren 111 117 to 1 southk, from th. slopes to the rorth nd
trenchlines to the east, Four nirgtrikes by fixed wing alrcraft oxd
five by loadilke Gumships against vorious VO enplacemsnts, along with
coordirated nttacks by the Comprnien Cfibc *vclv silercad cremy orpo-
sitiom, ..U. 5. crousltion were 27 KIA ~nf UTA,  Browm erouslties
rare 161 (T4 eo firmod), 136 WIA (prob-nl ) and 66.7C rrice ~d
Jotelinun, ] )

11 iy offt Mot NG, e UM Corpr: o LZ w1l % T 080377 Tor brek-
. Ty / . . a P .
o rins of ART VoL ool Tiran vt A Qe el e o
R ks Breklord of <11 LLT viits eoploted Tor 1000, o Oporotte Teov v Crre
erded,
13 ey Freprwetion of porsontol ~wd esviprent for futurc opcrnt’orn eornuriecad,
2, Porcoricld

(€3
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sorties; 4 C-47 gunchip sorties; and 1 C=130 flareship sor
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¢

n, Reploeeronts: Do ?uyl“corert~ were recelved

“, Cagurliics: 55 ¥IA, 151 WTAE, 50 WIAWE, 5 derths duve to loss of helicepter

e-.

in transferring persennel betieen ships,

¢, Awards: £ Purple lenrts

d, Postsl, promotions -n personncl sccountine remsin saticl-etory.
poties, Corperrr "4"~:w~ wetion is functioninge smoothly under tho super-
 "&¢:;'QcW?":G o Govpvnv Tirot Sercesnts,
L. Cowrnd Relrilong, Ne't-1lon L'“dT“j Tesm 1/3 1o OPCCH to CTC 79,4 end ADCOLU to
CG ] Q'LI‘IIA“ ™
5. Intellirgenco 5

* me

Initial enemy contsct on Cpor tion Deaver Cnrc consinted of hrrrrssing/eniper 77

with tro mortar attscks. Ocsreah o~nd Deatroy operati~ns wmecovered aumcrous csachon of

riece erd oxtencive twnnel covrleiion,

~ voveno h o7 on undder vi0Lad hrttellion
1lory »ierdora e fired resul-
aronerhe ct for ths peried ves m-de

Intellie .o vnfavv'
into the ViClﬂTnV o
tin~ ir two neocidray O"PWO"‘O a3 Biak sh vEToN
w1ith mrjor elernecrtun of th 105th TF it e o4 viednity of BT 033385, Enomy
losses Tor thin orarecoont vere oiz Dleg A0 ToATE TIA confirme end 70 KIA prob-ihle,
Major iter of erptursd equipment were 2 - 40rm mortar sights, one 7,62 heavy me-
chine rim, 2 SKS serirutometic rifles ~nd one 7,52 AK=A7 asnoult rifle, Of this
gesr, onc morb r si-ht ond the hervy rechine mum wero destroyed, Ceptured moterial

consicted of 2 NVA disriza, 3 wellets eonteining HVA pictures =nd anti-Ameriean
liter ture, 1 VOATVA medienl bap, Nuisrous w‘Jl ~rms armunition, mortars and sre-

nades were dentroyed,

-
+\

6, Closec Air Supoort

Durinc the period =t sea only winiJﬂl air support w=s rceded, snd air operations
were limited *o !elicoptor sorties of ~n ~dmiristrative ~nd lopistlcnl nature,

The tnetlerl neturc of toth operstions dictated extensive uce of air support,

During oporstion Rorver Crge (28 April - 12 Mey) “adis~rton support wes provided
br our brother unit in the S.L. T., TLA—°63 vhich Tlo 488U =34 sorties ~nd 3790
Ul-1E Gunship »nd TACA sorties; and 13tMAW Felicopte: A~“11Hr: 11 ich flew occasions
2l medevocr, [ixed wing support wos provided by elements of the 1otHAT ~nd 7th Alr
Force o flewr 27 01E obs:rvatien, hOutinﬁ, -wd TACA sorties; 30 fixed wing strik
rhi

I
i

N

“

ic in suprort,
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7. Lociotics

a. Supply. Durine this period, spproximately 101 recuisitiors were ploced
through FSR with o ly 3 corpleted, TFor Operation Besver Coge c:7cadable supplies
were furniched from ISA Trm Ky, RV,

he Mointonrpes. During this peried limited 2rd echelon meintenanee wng rroe-
vided for crrincer ~nd eorvmunle-tions equipmeont ’V an atteehed LSU dets clpcn fron
2d Service Dattolicn under shiphoord ond combot conditions,

e, Tronsportetion, On 3 April transportation to sssigned shippins wan provid-
cd =t Carp Schwnh, Ckinaya by RLT-26, Fr-m 20 to 23 April ~t SIF Crmp Sublc Ty,
tronsport-tion wos provided by U, S, !U~val Stotion, Subie Bry,

d, Fiscnl, Project 24 funds cimonded durine this poriod arountod o 20,162,00,

¢. Dnworl 13122 LT 1/ 3 edrrked frorn Okinaus ~bonrd UN3 Okinmua LiTi=3, USS :
Nayfioeld APA-33, US3 Folnt Defirnce L3D=31 snd UJS Seminole ARA 104, Ca 20 April O
personmcl from assirned sbipping were delrrked ﬂﬁﬂ@;"&”@&o,Bﬁy ~nd on 23 April .
were reerh rked oborrd sraipned shippine, On ?” Apr*l personnel ond eruipment of ‘
BIT 1/3 werc discrberked RV to prrticiprte in Operrtion Derver Crpe nd reembrrled
on 12 lay,

[
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PART IV

Supporting Documents

u:‘? 214~ BLT 1/3 Operation Order 5=87 [ddies.s-c 303 0337
AF T2, BLT 1/3 Administrative Plan 5-67
3. v DIT 1/3 Frog Order No 1 to OpOrder 5-67:s<ed)

\/4. BLT 1/3 After Action Report Operation Beaver Cage
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' e
IstBn, 3dMar S & C No. a2 A6 —€X1n (75— L
Copy No_ / of__ &g~ CoplE PKINAWA (LPH.3)
‘ 2708

N APRIL 1967

Time Zones

‘CTG 7934 Frag Order Number 1 to Op Plan 1204-67

4 Op Plan 1204-67,

BIT 1/3 Op Order 5«67,
Operations Overlay ALFA (Enclosure (1) to BLT 1/3 Frag Order Nuz
1 to Operation Order 5-67). ‘
Operations Overlay BRAVO (Enclosure (2) to BIT 1/3 Frag Order N

1 to Operation Order 5-67). ’
Intelligence Estimete for Operation Beaver Cage (Enclosure (3)
BIT 1/3 Frag Order Number ! to Operation Order 5-67).
Mops: Viet Nam AMS Series 17014, Sheets 66401, II, III and IV,

H

TASK ORGANIZ,TION

BIT /3 L+Col WICKWIRE
B&SCof - I+ MACK
H&SCe {-
Dete (=) HgBu 3rdMarDiv Capt YELLIG
Det. Disbursing Section
Deta Postal Sexticn
Dete 9thMAB (Radio Relay)
Det. HqCe 26thMar (Radio Relay) ,
Det, Btry A 18tBn 12thMar gmwm) Lt PHILLIPS
Det. HqBtry 1stBn 12itMar (NGF LaTm) Ens MCCORMICK (TSN)
1st Clearing Flat{Rein) Co B 3dMedBn Lt SCHEIBE (USH)
Logistisel Support Unit Lt HAUCH
Detes 3rd ServEn
Sqds 2ndPlat(Rein) Co A 3rd EngrBn
Secs AirDelPlat H&SCo ProvServBn 9thMAB
13tPlat Co B 3rdReconBn Lt FREEMAN '
Det. 15th Dental Co Lt MOGINN {Ush) .
Beach Jumper Unit # 1 Ltjg CaMPBALL {USN) .
Co A (Rein) Capt HENDRIX

Co A

Det. HqBtry 1stBn 12thMar (NGF SpetTm)
FO TM Btry A 1stBn 12thMar
Det. Zn@lat(ﬁeing Co A 3rd EngrBn

Det, 2nd}1at(Rgin

pete ﬁigi Blum Mort Plat E@MSS"F”E@

ml Et. Intel Sec
Det, Com

Det, TACP

Co B 3rdSPBn (HST)

s "z 1

Erelos uRE ( 3)
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Co C SRein[
Co C
FO T™M Btry A 1stBn 12thMar ‘ BEE SR
Det. 2nd.P1atERoing Co A 3rd EngrBa .
Det. 2ndPlat(Rein) Ce B 3rd SPBEm (HST)
Det. H&SCe
3rd Sec Blmm Mort Plat
Det, Intel Sece.
Dets Med Plat
De+, Coun Plat
Det, TACP (FACTm)
Det. HgBn 3rdMexrDiv (Photo Se:)

Co D gReinl Lv ALDOUS

Co D
FO ™M Btry A letBn 12thMar
Det. 2ndPlat(Rein) Ce B 3rdEugrBa
Det. &ﬂlaténeing Co A 3rdSPBn (HST)
Det, HoBtry 1stBa %ZthMar (NGF SpotTm)
Det. HxSCo

4th Sec Bimm Mort Plat

Dete Intel Se:

Det, Med Plat

Det. Comm Plat

Det. TACP
Sqd., MP Plat MPCo HqCe 9thMAE
4th Plat{Rein) Co A 5thAmTra:Sn It BROWN
15t Plat%Re“ing Ca A 3rdATBa Lt HAYES
3rd Plat(Rein) Co C 3rdTkBn Lt DOBBINS
Btry A {-)(Rein) 1stBn_12th Marines Capt HARRINGION
Btry A

Det. HgBtry 1stBn 12thMar

tar Btry 2ndBn 12th Merines Capt PATTERSON

2nd Plat guzgneug Co A 3rd EngrBn Lt WENTWORTH
2ndPlat Co A 3rd EngrBn
Det. H4&SCo 3rd EngrBa
Det. Engr SupiCe 3rdEngrBn

1stPlat (Rein) Ce B 3rdMTBu Lt BYSTEDT
* 18tPlat Co. B 3rdMIBn
Det, H&SCo 3rdMTBm

" 2ndPlat (-)(Rein) Co B_3rdSEBn
2dPlat Co B 3rdSPBa
eore-o-DRt"BESTS. 31,
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Co B T — Capt SHIRLEY
FO TM Btry A 1stBn 12thMar
Det. ZnEhtéRein) Co A 3rdEngrBn
Det. 2ndPla*(Rein) Co B 3rdSPBa (HST)
Date B&SCo
2nd Sez 81mm Mort Plat
Dete Intel Se:
Det. Med Plat )
Dets, Comm Plat /
Dets TACP

% TProvided from Navy sources, Becomes a part of the Task Orgonizatien vhen
the Shore Party Team is activated.
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chu;r, D-Da,y in Thang Binh and Tam Ky Districts, Quang Tlin
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&0 Eneny Forces.

Do

(1) Cncrent Intsuus.

(2) Refererce (f),

P

Friwrdly Forceg.

vo  Attachmente and Detashrents.

Ta sk Organization.

MISS.

[SSIQN. BLT 1/3 conducts an aophibious sseault cdumon:i:

destmoy enemy forces hy:

Fh

¢ Selzing a designated beach area and approachss Lueritu,
designated helicopter landing zones and suxroordl g e ilie

Pk ¢ Ouordinating search and destroy operations siuulluwsoits
within the designated TAOR (and the additiuvnal Z0A .1 il
the A0A).
Pr 3  Conducting en amphdblous withdrawal on crder.
EXICUTTON o
ae Cuioapt of Operatiors. Coummencing at B-Hour on Dl
ompeny will land over Red Beach, seizing and esdutin ! '
approaches thersto and conducting search and deste
tions in designated TAOR. At L-Hour cn DeDay, two ! ;
conduzt helicopterborns assaults into LZ Thrush and M Py
surrounding terrain and on order conduct searsh ani
tions in sssigned Z20i. One rifls company will be sutal 1.l
SLF Reserve aboard LPH to include Sparrow Hawk Forow wreidi ws.s
to control of BLT i/, On crder the BLT will condas b wajro bl
withdrawal. o
I."'l‘ ! ‘:
b. Uompany "C" (Rein)

il ng at L-Hour, D-Day, conduct & heliscpberbuid

to seize Landing Zone Oricle.
""““(?)’“Oﬁ“‘ﬂﬂt sonduct search and destroy cperaticons fr desl sl

Z0A. Seize BLT Objectives 2,62,4,6.8, and 10, DE@MSSW“E@

DECLASSIFIED

I



DECLASSIFIED

LY L - . s - . PO
Company "A% (Reim)p: v v amoy (ruinnl(-) ncod ©r

(1) Commencing on erder on D-Day, ¢gnduct.a helicopterborne
assault to seize Ll.nding Zone Thrush.

P HIOES

(2) On order sonduot 'search aad doltroy qpn:qiy,onl in dosigmtod
ZOA. Seize BLT Objoetivu 1,3 ,61 ,5,7, and 9-

s JTOC FH N TR e B e A P
d. Compsny "D (Rein ' '

€)) Comméing at’ k-ﬁour on 5-1)&}' c[onduci ’w‘a.torborno assault
by, LTT's over Red Reach. , ; § ol G

RS SM KR O |

S Degtiougy f

(2) seize BLT Objective 11,

(3) On order commence mearch and destroy opoi‘%‘éigh‘s in North
one-half of deeignated TAOR. Soizo BLQ Obdective 12.

S AN

(4) Oon order pp tigue. 8 cl?ﬂ?;g; fastroy. noggtiona in South
- o

&

‘ ono-halt 0 ,dqplg: ted, Sg!,z. BI;',tU *b;oetivo 13,
(5) Be prepared to execute holiooptorborno '.u.nlmp with BLT "

- on 9“‘.17’ s iapees Awa o u"um 1o

(1) on o:','dc:c commeno: g].io opkenhorne x}gvgmqn.i) $0 vicinity 5th
Marines Comm.n.g ;o%t. '&i gq ;

J‘? D"..

- (2) Batablish position and, Qa:pv;l,.&; g.{ﬂgotqs&pp,ort fires in .

support of assault elements o 1 Fere.

(3) Priority of fizes to ‘k}.lioppﬁg{;uomao Aegault foroes.,

[OpRT

(4) Ba prepared to displace and/or conduct unphibious withdrawal

on order. Ot )
f. 107mm Mortar Battery, 2nd Bn, 1339 Mazines.

(1) On order conduct helicopterborne movement o designated
landing zone. ,Provide direct. lgpport f:lru‘m support of
assault olonontp,ot BLY /51 us

(2) Priority of firss to hﬂiwpﬁ“““’“'lﬁ!@&ﬂ%ﬂﬁ@

R
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et a.mphm}i oud withdrawal

- A g gt W B W

(3) Be prepared to displace und/

on order.
)
(1) General Support.
”(2) On order land over Blue Beach, provide sngineer support for
Company "D", .
h. ojlless ek Of} o
(1) Genaral Support.
(é) On order land in designated landing zono/objectivt area.,
(3) Be prepared %o provide anti-personnel supporh fires in
designated 70A.
1. BLT Beaagia.
Cotiiaay "B (Hein
(1) Provide one platoon (Rein) for Bpasrow Hawk Reaction force
v(ih%h aboard LPH, {n acooddance with Annax N of referante
8)s .
(2) Upon releass of. Spnrrow I-hwk requiremsnts by SLF Commander,
; be prepared to be helilifted ashore to funotion under direot
oontrol of BLT 1/3 Commandex. _
(3) On order land by holiooptorbomo means in designated landing
zone/ objective.
(4) Be pr.opa.rod to assume the mission of assault companies in
assigned TACR's,
(5) Be prepared to conduct scarch and destroy opsrations as
directsd.
j. Coordinating Ingtructions,
(1) Notify CLF of BLT Reaction Force location and readiness
posture on continuing basis,
(2) Est#blish and maintein liaison with 2nd ARVN Div and 6th
Regiment, 2nd ARVN Div as of 1600, D-1,
(3) Operw.tior—iri Ovarlay (i';;ued mp‘mﬁiﬁgr’)- @E@%SS“E“E‘
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(4) RCA authorized for tactical operations within AOA. Down=-
wind hazard to friendly troops and non-combatants outside
the target areas will be minimized consistent with tactical
requiremnents.

(5) D-Day - 28 April 1967 (to be announced).
(6) Le-Hour - 0700, H-Hour 0800.

(7) AOA for operation is the land area containzd within a $en
nautical mile arc centered on Grid Cocrdinates 299379, AMS
Series L7074, Sheet 6640I, The seaward extension of the AQA
{s contained in a 25 nautical mile arc drawn from the same
cocrdinate. Both arcs are terminated and joined by the
shoreline. Air apace above the land and sea AOA from (iw -
25,000 fest mean sea level and tunnels for the.passage of
civil air traffic will be promulgated by NOTAM as directed
ty COMUSMACY .

(8) Fire support coordination IAW reference (c) and as medified
below:

(9) Code name of Operation is "BEAVER CAGE".

(10) Landing Plan IAY Annex F of reference (c). Nﬁ%
,14\{: p

(11) Centerei Rod Beach Coordinates 299379, e
e e T DIl y - e

'MkRQ) Ceg£;red LZ Coordinates are:
Oriole - 186294
Canary ~ 206259
Parakeoet - 795293
Thrush - 198265

Owl - 190284

. DECLASSIF '
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i (13) Reference Points. (Use as thrust points) —

(14)
(15)

(16)
(1N
(18)
(19)
(20)
(21)
-

(23)
(24)

DECLASSIFIED

(a) Girls - BT 2744

(b) Ships - BT 2028

(¢) Cigarettes - BT 2938

(d) Months - BT 1926

(e) Boys - BT 1727
Helo Landing Diagram to be issued by SLF ALPHA.
Amphibious withdrawal code name "Waxof'ﬁil&“;\

Each Company be prepared to provido one”roinforco platoon
as Sparrow Hawk Force on order.

Marines with Viofnameso language ability will be used
appropriately.

Hel iborne assault companies should be prepared to aktack
or defend to the NE if required.

Company “B" and "W" Battery should be prepared for a Heli-
1ift into any primary or alternate LZ available.

Company "D" will notify the BLT Commander prior to landing
of all desired on-call waves,

All assault companies will be completely familiar with all
primary and alternate LZ's.

Any HAI fires within 500 meters of battalion boundries
must be cleared by the 5th Marine Regiment.

NGF will be in direct support of Company "D".

This order is effective for planning upon reciept and for
execution upon order.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

%o Supply.

(1)

P

General - - - Redesignate Administration Plan 5-67 as

as Administrative Order 5-67.
DECLASSIFIED
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(2) Supply scurces - ~ - All classcs of supplies ashere will NQQR
be dravwn from L3A. g

(3) Distribution = = - Distribution of supplies will be dirocﬁ
from LSA to using unit. ’

(4) Resunrply

(a) Shore Party will furnish a liaison team of at leasth
10 men to LSA at Tam Ky. Guard TacLog Net.

(b) Resupply of all classes will be requested through

BLT S~4 and relayed to LSA.

i v

(1) Maintenance and logistic suppert will be previded by LSA
askore.

o, Miscellaneous.
(1) Uniferm and squipment.
(0) Fiela jackats will not‘be carried ashore.
(v) Light Marching Pack w/E-tool vice Marching Patk.

5. COMMAND AND COIMUJICATIONS « 3L ICTRONICS.

&, Ooumunications - Blectronics.

(1) Annex I to reference (c).

(2) Current COI. o

(5) Visual Communications Plan (issued separately)
L. C&mmand Posts. "

(1) The SLF Command Post will be located abcard the USS
Okinawa (LPH-3).

i

,L«
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(2)

(3)

BLT CP will be located vicinity Hill 29 (cootdinates
226322) ,

Company and Battery commanders report CP locations

ashore when establifhed. O :

P A, WICKVIRE
Lieutenant Colcnel U. 5. Marine chpa
Commanding

R R
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Commander Task Group 79.4

g ) n, 3d Marines
FPO, San Francisco 96602

From: Commending Officer
To:

é

6/d3z
5050
17 May 1967

xR ey o g iy
I i T TS

1stBn, 3dMar S & C No.
ny Nbo. z Z of A& z Cé

Subjs Combat After Action Report (Operation Beaver Cage)

Encl: V(1) Map Sheet 6640 IT

1.

3

4.

Map Sheet 6640 II
Map Sheet 6640 II
Map Sheet 6640 II
Map Sheet 6640 II and III
Mep Sheet 6640 II and III
Map Sheet 6640 II and III

J

Y "\ N

Name of Operation., Beaver Cage, Search and Destroy Operation,

2. Inclusive Dates and Lozation of Operation. 28 Apr - 12 Hay 1967, GQuan

Quc Son and Quan Thang Bin Provinces RVN.

Commend Headquarters. CTG 79.4

Tagk Organization

BIT 1
H&SCo (=) (Rei
Deto (-) HqBn 3rdMerDiv
Det, Disbursing Section
Det, Postal Section
Det, 9th MAB (Radio Relay)
Det. HqCo 26thMar (Redio Relay)
Det, Btry A 1stBn 12thMar (InTm)
Det, HqBtry letBn 12thMar (NGF laTm)
1st Clearing Plat(Reix) Co B 3dMedBn
Logistical Support Unit
: Det, 3rd ServBn
Sqd. 2ndPlat(Rein) Co A 3rd EngrBn
lstPlat Co B 3rdReconBn
Det, 15th Dental Co
Beach Jumper Unit # 1

LtCol WICKWIRE
Lt MACK

Capt YELLIG

Lt PHILLIPS

Bns MCCORMICK (USN)
Lt SCHEIBE (USK)
Lt HAUCE

Lt FRERAN
It MCGINN (USK)
LtJg CAMPBELL (USN)

(G S—

Evefosuer @)
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Co A (ReinF)

Co & Cap
Det., HqBtry lstBn 12thMar (NGF SpotTm) Capt

=Tefey
FO TM Btry A lstBn 12thMar e _
Det. 2ndPlat éBeing Co A 3rd EngrBn aanmeeed® Paeniiih

Det. 2ndPlat (Rein) Co B 3rdSPBn (HST)
Det. H&SCo L
1stSec 81lmm Mort Plat
Det. Intel Sec
Det. MedPlat
Det. CommPlat
Det. TACP

Co B i

Co B Cept SHIRIEY

FO ™ Btry 4 letBn 12thMar

Det. 2ndrlatéaeing Co A 3rdEngrBn

Det. 2ndPlat(Rein) Co B 3rdSPBn (HST)

Det. B&%SCo .
2nd Sec 81mm Mert Plat
Det, Intel Sec .
Det, Med Plat
Det. Comm Plat
Det, TACP .

o C (ReinF

Co C Capt RECZEK
FO ™ Btry A 1lstBn 12thMer
Det, 2ndPlat énein; Co A 3rd BngrBn
Det., 2ndPlat (Rein) Co B 3rd SPBn (HST)
Det. I’BcSCO
3rd Sec 8lmm Mort Plat
Det, Intel Sec. . ¢
Det, Comm Plat
Det, TACP (FACTm)
Det., HgBn 3rdMarDiv (Photo Sec)

CoD ‘ReinF )

Co D Lt ALDOUS
FO TM Btry A& lstBn 12thMax

Det. 2ndPlat 2Reing Co A 3rdBEngrBn

Det, 2ndPlat (Rein) Co B 3rdSPBn (stg

Det., HgBtry 1etBn 12thMar (NGF SpotTm)

pee ;l.:hscgec 61zm nogt Plat DECLASSIFIED
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Det., Intel Sec ‘
Dets Med Plat
Det, Comm Plat

Det, TACP | e
Sgd. MP Plat MPCo HqCo 9th MAB
% Ath Plat(ReinF) Go A 5thimTracBn Lt BROWN
*# 1gt Plat(ReinF) Co A 3»rdATBn It HAYES
w» 3rd Plet(ReinF) Co C 3rdTkBn Lt DOBBINS
Btry & (=) (ReinF) 1stBn 12th Marines Capt BARRINGTON
Btry &
Det, HqBtry lstBn 12thMar
107mm Morter Biry 2ndBn 12th Merines Capt PATTERSON
4
2nd Plat (-)(ReinF) Co A 3rd EngrBn It WENTWORTH

2ndPlat Co A 3rd EngrBn
Det. H&SCo 3rd Engr Bn
Det. Engr SuptCo 3rdEngrBn

1stPlat (ReinF) Co B 3rdMTBn Lt BYSTEDT

letPlat Co B 3rdMIBn
Det., H&SCo 3rdMTBn

2ndPlat ‘-Nneig:l Co B 3rdSPBn Lt WYMER
2dPlat Co B 3rdSPBn
Det, H&SCo 3rdSPBn

*Det. BMU, NBG

* Provided from Navy Sources, Became a part of the Task Organization
vhen the Shore Party Team was activated,

#* Back loaded aboard the USS Pt. Defience on 30 April 1967

5. Intelligence

&, Information received from higher echelon concerning the enemy's strength,
location, disposition, situation, tactics, capabilities and terrain prior to the
operation was adequate, however, contect was not made with any unit reported in
the area of operations, Significant contact was made with elements of the 105th
MF Battalion reported by the Que Son district chief and confirmed by ITT personnel,

b. The first four days of the operation; the enemy contact consisted of sniper
and harassing fire in the vicinity of lending Zone Criole and Thrush and objectives

DECLISSIFIED
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11, 12, and 13 on Red Beach., Numerous tunnels and spider traps were Ecovered '

and destroyed in the vicinity of Red Beach (BT 3037)s An estimated
of rice was discovered in the vieinity of 12 Oriole and Thrush, rice was picke
up and redistributed by Popular Forces, ‘

c. Search and Destroy operations¥ the vicinity of Lending Zone Cardinal
were more active then those reported for Landing Zone Oriole and Thrush, An
estimated VC/NVA company was observed in the vicinity of BT 1237 on 1 May,
Interrogation of VCS revealed extensive tunnels complexes in the village of
Phu Thai (BT 0940) many turmels were uncovered in that vicinity. Estimated
VC/NVA strength in the vicinity of Phu Thei was one compeny. Interrogetion
of VCS also revealed (not yet confirmed) that the village of Phu Thai was the
location of & VC dispensary staffed by two VC/NVA corpsmen and two female nuress,
and a 1500 meter tunnel that runs from the center of the village to the mountains
NV (approx coord BT 087414), Overall estimate,.of enemy strength in the vicinity
of 1Z Cardinal was reported to be two VC battalions observed by CAS and armed
Huey aircraft the night of 5 May.

d. The valley which runs east to west from a MSR (BT 0739 to 0139) con-
tained the 105th VC/NVA MF Battelion, Initial contect consisted of harassing
and sniper fire with two mortar attacks. The Que Son district chief reported
elemente of the 105th MF Battalion were operating in the valley, (later confirmed
by ITT personnel), District chief reported that & possible 300 man force wes
moving to the vicinity of Hill 123 (B 055370) on 7 May, three srtillery missions
were fired with two secendary explosions observed, later reports from district
chief was the distruction of two large ammunition caches and no further reports
of the estimated battalion, Significant enemy contact was made with an rein-
forced MF VC company (possible two companies) in the vicinity of Hill 110 (BT
033385), Enemy losses for this engagement were sizable 40 VC/NCA KTA by body
count and 70 KIA Probable. Major items of equipment captured were two 60mm
mortar sights, two SKS Soviet 7.62mm Semisutomatic Carbines, one LK-47 7.62
Aspault Rifle, one 7.62 Heavy Machine Gun SG 43 & S.GM and one wooden mock up
rifle, Captured Material: 2 NVA diaries, 3 wallets containing pictures of KVA
soldiers and anti American literature, 1 VC/NVA medicel bag, 1 medical handbook;
Equipment Destroyed: 25 rounds of 60mm morter, 25 CHICOM Gernades, 500 rounds
of small arms ammunition, punji traps and sticks and an assortment of VC/NVA
762 Bquipment.

e, The temperature during the operation was hot and humid with temperatures
well over 100 degrees during the day and approximately 75 degrees at night with
only one day of rain, Psy Wer leaflets were dropped in the operational area with-
out much success due to rapid movement. ,

6. Mission

8, Phase I, Commencing at HeHour on D=Day, land by waterborne assault over
Red Beach, and seize and secure the beach and approaches thereto. Commencing at
L-Hour on D=Dey, land by helicopterborne assault into LZ's Oriocle and Thrush,

DECLASSIFIEDum—
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and seize the lZ4's and surrounding terrein,

bs PhaselII, On order conduct search and destroy operations within the
designated TACR and the additional zone of action within the 40&. BEstablish
reserve rifle company eboard the IPE prepared to land by helicopter to be com-
mitted only with the permission of CLF, Within the reserve establish a platoon
size Sparrow Havwk Force, If the reserve is committed, constitute and maintain
a Sparrow Hawk Force as required by the tacticel situation ashore, Establish and
maintainc liaison with adjacent and supporting units as required,

ce Phase III. On order, oonduct an amphibious withdrawal.
7. Execution

a. L-Hour was designated as 280700 April 1967, with one company landing in
IZ Oriole, Upon completion of this landing, one company landed in 12 Thrush,
H-Hour was designated as 280800 April 1967 with one compeny reinforced by tanks
and ontos landing in LVT's over Red Beach, Search and destroy operations were
then conducted from both LZ's and Red Beach, on order.

be Chronologicael sequence of events from 271620 April 1967 through 121900
My 1967

271620 CTG 79.4 received Initiating Directive for Qperation Beaver
Cege.,

271800 CTG 79.4 issued Frag Order # 1 to BIT 1/3

271900 BIT 1/3 issued Frag Order # 1 to Qperation Order 5-67 to 2ll
BIT Units.

280545 land the Lending Force received from CATF. L-Hour confirmed
as 0700, H-Hour confirmed as 0800.

280711 First two waves into 1Z Qriole at coord 186294, No opposition.
Co C securing 1Z.

280801 First wave of IVT's touched down on Red Beach carrying asseult
waves of Co D, ,

280613 Second wave of IV1%s landed on Ped Beach with remaindercof Co D
aboard, 10-15 rounds sniper fire received from VIC.305361;".
Called for air strike which resulted in good target coverage
but negative results.

280847 Co C secured objective # 2 at coord 187293 and established
security.

280858 First two waves of Co A into IZ Thrush at Coord 198265, Light
sniper fire reoeived.

280900 Tank and Ontoe serials requested ashore on Red Beach by Co D,

280900 Co D moving towerd Objective 11 at Coord 293371 from Red Beach, o

280919 Co A received Small Arms Fire VIC. 185265, Returned fire, killed

, oneVC (Conf),
280935 4-1-12 commenced 1ift to Hill 29 with two MRC 109's followed by

two 105's.
. DECLASSIFIED *nemm——
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281100 Alpha Command Group lended in IZ Oriole, with recon unit.

281130 Co A uncovered 4,000 1bs of rice VIC. 195263,

281327 Movement of Co B to LZ Oriocle commenoed.

281435 Co C reported discovery of 3,000 1bs of rice VIC. 183298, Co D
detained two VCS near Coord 295376, Co A captured 1 VCS,

281500 W-2-12 commenced move into LZ Oriole, \

281555 Co A received small arms fire VIC. 191262, Returned fire with
unknown results.

281600 Co C apprehended 2 VCS near Coord 183294.

281607 Co & seized Objective # 1 at Coord 191259,

281714 Received CTG 79,4 Frag Order for operations 281700 to 291630,
Co & reports two tunnels at Coord 199255 and 198254,

281715 Co C captured 2 VCS near 183294,

281730 Co D reached Objective # 11 at 293371, Helo 1ift commenced for
Bravo Command Group.

281845 BIT 1/3 Frag Order # 2 issued to BIT Unite.

282117 Co D reporte 5 VC located 100 meter from Objective # 11,

290440 Co C reports freshly dug fighting holes VYIC. 185293,

290450 Co D reporis one VC seriously wounded VIC, 293372, VC later
died of wounds. 7

290600 Co D reports one VC wounded near Objective # 13 Coord 300364,

290700 Co C and Co D have commenced attack on Objective # 14 and # 12,
respectively.

290820 Co B captured one VC weapon and wounded oneVC in fire fight .
VIC., 195292,

290850 OTG 79+4 ordered S & D ops ceased. Co C and Co B to move on
Objective # 4 at Coord 165277 with speed and caution,

290855 Co D received sniper fire VIC, 289375, Returnmed fire with un-
known results. ,

290910 Co & seized one VCS at 185265,

291030 Co A& ordered to prepare for helilifi from Objective # 3 at
176268 to Objective # 7 Coord 149243, Alpha Command Group and
W=2-12 helilifted to Objectivie # 4 at 165277, from 1Z Oriole,

291150 Co C receiving sniper fire from Objective # 4 Coord 165277,

291200 First elements Co A seized Objective # 7 Coord 149243,

291244 Co C seized and secured Objective # 4 Coord 165277,

291250 Co C receiving sniper fire at Objective # 4 Coord 165277.

291540 One VC killed by Co D near Objective # 12 at 273393,

291700 8 VCS captured by Co D VIC. 273392,

291856 Frag Order from CIG 79.4 for operatioms 291930 to 301630.

292330 CTG 79.4 Frag. order passcd to units.

292340 CTG 79.4 Frag Order modified. / Units conduct local S & D ops.
Back load tanks, ontos and LVI's from Red Beach at 300700,

292345 Co D discovered one spider trap and one Hooch with punji
stakes concealed under a false deck at 282388, pestroyed same,

301140 SAF delivered against Helos at Coord 159283, Co C fired 60mm
mission on Coord 159283.with unknewn resulis. '
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301155
301330
301500

301520
301538
301545
301626
301630
302200

010900
010920
010930
011050
011153
011230
011510
01.1$82 5

011856
012115

020700
021005
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Co C spotted 10 VC in Rice paddy at 438286, Artillery
mission fired with 5 enemy KI& probable,

Co 4 receiving sutomatio weapons fire from VIC, 143243,
Artillery mission fired without results,

Recon killed one VC (Conf) and cepture VC near Coord 159252,
&lso fired artillery mission in thet area with unknown results.
Co B receiving SAF during 1lift out from IZ at 175270. One
USMC WIA,

Co B commenced landing in IZ Cardinal at Coord 128388, Re-
ceiving light sniper fire,

Co D commenced landing im LZ Buzzard at Ooerd 132399. No
opposition encountered,

Co A spotted 6 VC in tree line at Coord 148232, Fired 60mm
mortars with unknown results,

Co A fired MG and 3,5 at pajama cled VC near Objective # 7.
Results unknown.

Received Frag Order from CTG 79.4 on movement of Co 4, W-2-12,
and Commend Group to IZ Cardinal at coord 128388 on 1 May.

Co C to be lifted to 12 Buzzard at 132399, Co A will be lifted
out of IZ Robin at 163242 Vice Wren at 145240.

Co D received small arms fire from 10 to 12 VC at 144399.

VC located in caves snd tunnels in that vicinity, Co D
sweeping aree,

Co & spotted 75 to 100 VC on trail near 169240, Artillery
fire mission got excellent target coverage. Results unknown.
SAF also received from VIC, 165237,

Co A captured one VCS at 155278,

First wave of Co A into IZ Caa:dinal. Receiving SAF on choppers
out of ILZ Robin.

Co D had fire fight with approximately 10 VC near 135395, VC
broke contact and fled with negative results.

Co B reported two VC in the open with weapons VIC, 128390,
Fired and got one VC KIA (Conf) and One VC XKI4 (Prob).

Co B reported 15 VC in open at 113394, Fired 8lmm mortars
with unknown results.

Received Frag Order for operations from 011900 to 021800 from
CTG 79,4 Continue S & D Ops,

Helilift of Co & and W-2-12 to L2 Cardinal completed,

Co B positiome at 1Z Cardinal probed by 2 VC. Illumination
fired, VC fled. SAF produced negative results..

Co's & and C condusting Search and Destroy operations in VIC.
1237 and 1239 respectively.

Co A received sniper fire from VIC. 125376, Fire returned with
negative resulis.
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021100

021305
021445

021640
021700

021930

022100

022200
022300
030645
030830

031830

032200
032300
040550
040625
040907

040935

040936
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Co C received sniper fire and sighted three VC VIC 125388,
Fire returned with negative results, One small tunnel destroyed
at same loocation.
Co A patrol blowing numerous ceves discovered in vicinity of
120375. '
Co C Killed woman running from advance party at 118397.
Co C taking sutomatic weapoms fire VIC. 115398, Returned
fire 81 and 60mm mortars and sutomatic weapons fire,
Co D shot md wounded one VC in VIC, 129382. Three VCS !
came out of tunnel and were captured.
Co A reported point platoon receiving 6 to 8 rounds of SAF
from VIC. 120358, Are searching area for VC.
Co C under heavy fire from 116384, Co C located st 198385,
Co C estimeted it was hit by & reinforced platoon, 105mm end
10Tom fire was called in, and ep emergency air strike re-
quested.
Action involving Co C continued, Sparrow Hawk Force alerted
for possible insertion to assist. Artillery missions continue
firing VIC. 116384 and 110374.
Flareship and UHVE Cunships reported on station to assist Co C.
Co C receiving morter fire again, Adr strikes on ares commenced.
Med-Evac and emergency resupply of ammo called for by Co C.
Med-Evac and resupply commenced for Co C., Friendly casualties
were 4 KIAj 14 WIAE; 6 WIANE, Enemy casuslties were 2 KIA .
confirmed. ’
Sparrow Hawk Force inserted at 120384 to extract Recon element
and seize possible enemy mortar positiom.
Co A water patrol killed 2 VC at 094356, then came under attack
from same area, Four squads committed to assist the water patrol
ran into heavy automatic and smell arms fire. Artillery and
UH1B Gunship support was immedistley available to Co A and
was utilized throughout the area.
All Co A units beyond perimeter at 094362 have returned with
WIA's from action near 094356 exsept for 14 men still cut off,
Patrol which was cut off near 094356 has returned with WIi's,
Fire mission fired by A-1-12 at 090352 for Co A. ‘
Co A reports 60 to 70 VC at 085360, Artillery Fire mission
called with unknown results.
Brig Gen laFue, ADC of 1st MerDiv visited BLT 1/3 CP et 12
Cardinale
Co A Friendly and Enemy casualty report received. Friendly
casualties 14 KIA3 & WIAR; 1 WIANE, Enemy casualties 8 KIA
(Conf)s 6 KIA (Prob),
Co D spotted 20 VC at 096404, Pired Slmm mortsr mission.

-l
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040941 Co D reports 20 VC confined in village at 095405,

040953 Co D requested Med-Bvac for one USMC WIA at 098398, Found
massive tunnel complex at 085398 and 097404, Requested fire
mission; negative results. Requested eir,

041040 Co D receiving mortar fire and SAF from 107405. Requested
Artillery and fixed wing support,

041131 Co D has two WIA for emergency Med-Evac.

041510 Co C moving near 082386 reports one WIA from SAF, Med-Evac
Requested,

041520 CAS mission for Co D &t 085398 reported 100% on target with
65% coverage of target. Further results unknown,

041800 Co C moving to support Co D near hill 65 at 094393, Has Co D
in visusl centact, receiving sporadic sniper fire.

041928 Pire mission at 100403 for Co D¢ One USMC WIA reported as
result of fire mission, Fire mission, Fire was on 50 VC in
fortified position.

042230 Concept of operations for 5 May received figm CTG 79.4.

042325 Co D reports all XIA extracted from Battle Zone to friendly
lines, One M-60MG with firing mechanism removed, cne .45 Cal
pistol and one M-16 rifle lost in action., Total casualtiess
Friendly 11 KIA3 20 WIAE: 6(WIANE. Enemy Casuzlties - Unknown.

050120 Co D called artillery illumination mission to observe VC moving
in area,

050202 Enemy appears to be slipping away %o the SW. Distance too
great for effective SAF., Ome Co D patrol still in contaect.

050500 VC broke contact with Co D patrol. Continuing to move away
to the southwest,

050618 Co D receiving SAF and automatic weapons fire from 104403.

Fire mission called on 15 VC digging in Village at that location.
Excellent coverage of target.

050955 Co's C and D attacking fortified positions at 116395, receiving
sporadic fire, Bravo Company manuevering in trace of Co C and
D after departing IZ Cardimal. Co B lifted to 1Z Bagle at
095392, Co A lifted to 12 Magpie at 031341 from IZ Finch at
095392,

051405 At 1083682 Co B reported one man stepped on surprise firing device
causing WIA's,

051430 Cots C and B sweeping objective near 097402, Co C reports huge
tunnel complex at 100402, Requests lights and demc to search
and destroy this complex,.

051500 CH-53, CH-46, and UH34D's arriwed in 1Z Cardinal without prior
notification to 1lift A-1-12 and Bravo Command Group to LZ Magpie
at 031341,

051815 1Z Cardinal under heavy attack from 82mm morters, and SAF and
sutomatic wpne fire from all sides, CAS called and reaponse
was immediate with 2 F-9's, 2 UHIE Gunships and Puff assisting,
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061730
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062045
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10 VC KTA (Conf) 20 VC KIA (Preb). One 82mm morter destroyed.
411 elements safely out of IZ Cardinal and into 1Z Magpie
without casualties, ‘

6 VC reported by Co B digging in &t 044376, Artillery mission
fired. Results unknown,

Co C receiving sniper fire from 085393, 2 USMC WIA. Returned
fire with 60mm mortars.

Co B receiving light SAF near 090392, Returned fire with

3.5, 2 USMC WIA. 2 VC KIA (Prob).

Co B reports 15 VC opened up on rear element of Company at
070389, Returned fire with small arms &nd M-79. 5 Boemy

KI& (Prob).

Co D reports receiving sniper fire from 060385.

Co A& and BLT 1/3 CP at 1Z Magpie, Co B at Coord 072395, Co C
at 0623998, GCo D at 057395, ‘

Co B receiving sniper fire from 2 or 3 persons at 050399,
Returned fire with 81lmm morters.

Co B received SAF from VIC. 050396, Returned fire, 3 enemy
KIA (Prob).

411 companies turning in Flak Vests to increase moblility amd
decrease load.

Co D reported tunnel compleX at 035375 containing some items
of intelligence value.

Co C reports two snipers VIC. 069398: Returned fire. One VC ‘

KIA (Conf) emd one VC KIA (Prob).

Position reporte received from companies operating outside 12
Magpie. Co G Coord 0233993 Co B Coord 0213833 Co D Coor 030385,
Fire Mission on reported VC Battalion of 300 men moving VIC.
055371 resulted in a secondery explosion. More fire miseions
are being fired.

Received Frag Order from CTG 79.4 for operationms 8 May 1967,

Co D reports movement at 030388, Fired 81 missionm.

Co D reports it ie under mortar atiackd from Coord 038395,
Artillery mission fired. Friendly casualties: one KIAj 2 WIAE;
4 WIANE.

Co C received six rounds of ineffective mortar fire on positon
from VIC. 031391, Fire mission called on that location.
Casualty figures a2t this point in the operation are Friendlys
30 KI&; 55 WIA; 30 WIANE., Bmemys 55 KIA (Conf)s 77 KIA (Prob),
8 ceptured, and 24 VCS (Detained).

Co C captured 5 VCS of military age with packet of papers, money,
fresh haircuts end false or no ID cards.

Co C reported mortar attack on 023399 from VIC. 031391, Artillery

and air requested, 81's attempted to returm fire but were
hit by incoming.
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081102

081200

081343

081620
081725

081935
082020

082400

090455
090600

090640

090730

090906
091005
091300
091730
091905
092230
100730
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CoD rg@%S;%gEaurE@ire, Co B 81'a moving inw
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to assist Co s Mortars located by recon elements at

Co D reports 3 WIANE, none serious,. ‘

More incoming mortars on Co C at 023399, UHIE Gunship and fixed
ving attack at 033393 and 033395 got 100% target coverage.

One mortar position destroyed, 5 VC KIA (Conf), Friendly
casuslities 3 KIA; 8 WIAE; 2WIANE.

Recon reports 6 VC pinned down at 032379, Fire mission fired
with unknown results,

Heavy punji trap area reported &t coord 001371 by recon.

Frag warning order received by BII 1/3 from CTG 79.4 to be
prepared to reorient operations toward LZ Cardinal.,

Co B captured ome VCS at Coord 002370,

Received intelligence report that one VC company was operating
VICs Coord 002370, Passed te¢ Co B,

Received Frag order from CTG 79.4 for operations on 9 May 1967.
Operations are oriented toward 1Z Cardinal over seme route
covered to arrive at present locations. Co A and BLT 1/3 (P
remain at 12 Magpie, Present positionss Co B Coord 0023753
Co1C Coord 0013703 Co D Coord 009386; Recon element Coord
021380,

BIT 1/3 Frag order issued to units,

Co's By C and D are moving through area Coord 0137, 0138, 0139
on local search snd destroy operations,

Co C receiving incoming mortar fire from VIC, 015375 and 012385,
Co D firing mortars to assist. Request for UHIE Gunship support.
Co D also firing 3.5 and M-60's on enemy positions, Co C using
noxrtars to return fire. Co C received one WIANE from mortar
attack, :

CAS on VIC. of mortar positions. rTesultst good target coverage i
Enemy casualties unknown.

Co B captured 7 VCS VIC. 010385,

Casualties as of 090900 May 1967 for BIT 1/3 KIA 33; WIAE 76;
WIANE 21,

Co D spotted 3 VC at 015403, One VC KIk (Prob) from SAF,

CTG 79.4 issued SitRep on Amphibious Withdrawal, confirming BLT
1;/3 sweep to the east toward the coasts Directed to coordinate
sweep with latBn 5th Marines on right flamk. T
Co D sighted 4 VC at 025403, A&mbush in progress. VC escaped

without contact.

BLT 1/3 issued Frag Order # 11 1o Op Oxder 5-67 for sweep

operations on 10 May 67 Bast toward the coast.

Co's B and C at Phase line Alphs on north south line from 0241

through 020387 continuing sweep to the east. Co D in trace mov-

ing down center of valley,
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100740 Bravoéco receiving SAF and sutomstic wpns fire from Hill 110 a
033386, s
100750 Co C firing mortars on Hill 110, Co B returning fire on Hill 19
with 60 and 81lmm mortars, 3,5.rkts and automstic wpne, Reques$
for UHIE Gunship support. ’
10082¢ Hill 100 being worked over by Gunships emnd automatic fire,
100830 Co B reports one WIA. Reguest Med-Evac, ‘
100848 Co B reports VC moving toward Co B from left rear request Co G
to check it out and assist, :
100849 Co D reports Co C, 1/5 is 300 meter west of Hill 110 moving
east,
100852 Co B looated at Coord 0343873 Co C at 0343953 Co D at 025388,
100853 Co B taking heavy sniper fire, Reports 20 VC moving Bast,
100906 Co C moving 3d Flat to left flemk of Co B,
100915 Co B taking morter fire at & rate of ome round per minute,
100921 Co C receiving mortar fire VIC, 3d Platoon om Co B right flank,
00925 Co B pinned dewn by heavy fire, Suffering unknown number of KTA
and WIA, Requesiing close air support. Co C attempting to
envelope village at 035395 with one platoon to stop enemy fire
from that vicinity., EBuveloping platoon receiving mortar fire,

100930 Request from Co B for Co C and D to link up on left amd right
flanks respectively.

100935 Co C; 1/5 moving toward Hill 110 sweep toward the east, Air
strike will be run on Hill 110 prior to sweep,

100949 Co B reports one company of VC wearing green uniferms and helmets,
well camouflaged and entrenched on Hill 110,

100951 Co C has one platoon pinned down by heavy fire from village at
035395«

101025 Adr strike run on VIC., 033385, 5 VC KIA (Prob) and & secondary '
explosion., Air strike slso run &t Coord 025384, 5 VC KIA (Conf)
KBA. -

101030 Current situation has Co B on stream facing Hill 110 with Co C N
on left flauk and Co B on right flank,

101039 Co G, 11/5 sveeping Hill 110, has control of objective, Co C
needs help on left flank, Withdrawing plateon from right flank
to assist left flamk platoon pinned down by heavy fire,

101045 One platoon of Co D moving down to left flamk to assist Co C.
Co B reports VC moving east away from Hill 110,

101054 Co C has VC in trench line directly in front of position deliv-
ering heavy fire. Units are finned down.

101210 Heavy contact continuing, Air strike run on Coord 044387. 50%
Coverage of target,

101259 Co D now has two platoons committed to right flamk of Co B.
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Co B reports approximately 6 KIA amd 23 WIA; all friendly, in
Co C zone, Sparrow Hawk arrived in zone with 40 men &t approx-
mately 1300, Suffered 5 WIA almost immediately., Remaining
personnel pimned down in LZ,

Beavy contact continues, Co B reports VC attempting to move
out to the east; after air strike throughout the area,

Contact light. Units consolidating positions and establishing
perimeter for the night. Co's By C; and D under control of
1/5. Received Frag order for night activities from 1/5,
Position report of Co's By C, and D, Co B at 0363893 Co C

at 0363913 Co D at 030389, Units tied together in a perfdétsr
for the night.

Casuslties reported for actiom on 10 May 1967. Friendlys 22
KIA, 62 WIAE, 26 WIANE, Enemys 86 KIA (Conf)

Co's B, Cy, D, and Mini Cmd Group moving Bast toward 1Z Quail
at 060377,

Posgition report on all units submitted to CTG 79.4. Co 4 end
BIT 1/3 at Coord 044342; Mini Cmd Group at 0443903 Co B at
0443903 Co C at 0453963 Co D 042392, Perimeter established
for night defense. :

Frag Order received from CTG 79.4 for Amphitious withdratzgli:rto
ships of ARG T6.4.

k11 elements of Co's B, C, D and Mini Comd Group have departed
1Z Quail at 060377, 1Z Quail secured by 3/5.

411 Units of BIT 1/3 are aboard ships of ARG T6.4, Operation
Besaver Cage completed.

ce. Recapitulation of major moves by helicopter of BII 1/3 during Operation

Beaver Cage.

280700 April 1967 C Company landed in 1Z Oriole at Coord 186294,

280900 A Company lamded in IZ Thrush at Coerd 198265.

280935 A-1-12 1ifted to Hill 29 at Coord 226320 with
two 105's and 18 personnel

281100 4l1pha Commend Group and Recon Platoon landed in
12 Qriole at Coerd 186294.

281330 B Company landed im IZ Qriole at Coord 186294,

281530 V=212 landed in 1Z Qriole at Ceord 185294,

281730 Brgvo Command Group lamded in L2 Oriole st Coord
186294,

291030 Command Group apd We2-12 1lifted from 1Z Oriole to
objective # 4 at Coord 165277,

291030 A Company 1ifted from objective # 3 at Coord
176268 to objective #] at Coord 149243 (I1Z Wren),
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301530 ? Company lifted from 165277 to IZ Cardinal at
28388,

301700 D Compeny lifted from 2643688 to LZ Buzzard at Coord
132399,

011050 May 1967 A Compeny lifted from LZ Robin at Coord 162242 to
LZ Cardinal at Coord 128388,

011300 C Company lifted from 165277 to 12 Buzzard at
coord 132399,

011500 Cormand Group and W-2-12 lifted from 165277 to 12
Cardinal,

020900 A=1-12 1ifted from Hill 29 at Coord 226320 and LSD
te IZ2 Cardinal.

050700 B Company lifted frem IZ Cardinal at Coord 128388
to L2 Bagle at Coord 095392,

050930 A Compeny lifted from IZ Finch et Coord 094358 to
1Z Magpie at Coord 031341,

051500 A=1a12, Wa2-12, Commemd Group (255 personnel) moved
from LZ Ca.rdiml to IZ Magpie at Coord 031341,

120900 B, C, and D Companies lifted from IZ Quail at Coord
060377 to ships of ARG T6.4.

121200 A2, W2212, Company 4, and commend gorup lifted

from 12 Magpie at Coord 031341 to ships of ARG 76.4,

8, Results. Because of the requirement to move very rapidily and to cover large
areas of terrein the Battalion could not adequately search and destroy where hesvy
contact had eccurred. Therefore, the enemy losses may have been much higher than
these figures listed below.

a, Over all enemy losses

181 XIA ECanfg
136 XIA (Prob
66 VC prisoners and detainees

b. Enemy Bquipment; Material and Weapons Captured:

(1) Two 60mm Mortar Sights

2) Six SKS Soviet 7.62mm Semisutomatic Cerbines

3) 2 AK-47 T.62 Assualt Guns

4) One 7.62 Heavy MG SG 43 & SGM

5) Two Carbines US 30 Cal, Ml

6) 2 NVA diaries

7) 3 wallets containing pictures of NVA soldiers and eanti-american
literature

(8) 1 VC/NVA medical bag
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9) 1 medical handbook

10) 25 rounds of 60mm morter rounds
11) 25 CHICOM Gernades

12) 500 rounds small arms amminition
13) punji traps end sticks

14) 6 fuses for 60mm morters

T [N

En Equipment, Material, and Weapons Destroyed:

One 60mm Mortar Sight:

One 7.62 heavy MG 43 and SGM
25 rounds 60mm mortar

25 CHICOM Gernades N
500 rounds small arms ammunition g
6 fuses for 60mm mortars I
assortment of VC/NVA 782 gear: 22 cartridge belis, 13 entrenching *%5
tools and 9 canteens. e ¥

AL R I

d. Friendly Casualtiess

54 KIA

1 DOW
151 WIAE
50 WIANE

e, Friendly equipment lost or destroyed.

3-AN/PRC - 25
7=+45 Cal Fistols
1-M-79
*9-M-16 rifles ]
1-pr 7.50 Binooulars
3-M12Z Tripods
1.TAT telephone
1-M-14 rifle

% In addition to the nine (9) rifles known to have been lost on the battle-
field, twenty-six (26) are missing end believed to be &t points of Medical
Evacuation.

9. € er's Ana .
e, Problems encountered., The basic BIT concept applied to waterborne elements
landed over the beach and helicopterborne elements landed abnormelly deep inland

intensified the problems of control and at times «xpasded the commend and cepabil-
ities of the BLT, In effect, two separate operationsiresulted, The use of a BLT
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a8 & subordinate commend where major support units are not freguented to t& :
organizations unnecessarily burdens the BIT with the problems of providing ;
tical support and security for numerous elements of the BLT, as well as cau
serious distractions from the essential tasks of directing the Infantry Bat#
Briefings, particularly with regard to overall missions and gemeral plan warb
adequate, '

{

..A.

-
Ch/PsyWar, The Ci/PsyWar aspects of the operation were not covered Wy
instructions, Resettlement of refugees, and re-distribution of captured food .. .. .
were not provided for, Except for MedCap activities in the government controlled
area of Que Son BT0334 end a very few individual able-bodies males who were able
to obtaine sanctuary with a fifle unit nothing constructive was offered nor was
feasible. No CA/PsyWar objectives were set forth.

10, Lessons Learned
1, Iiem: Rapid Movement.

a, Rapid movement through an areas which has been occupied by the enemy
for & long time permits the enemy to deliver accurate incoming sniper and mortar
fire, It is imperative that the maneuvering unit be alloted & reasonable period
of time during which enemy emplacements; caves and tunnels can be located aml:
destroyed. On one of several occasions;an area, previously swept, developed into
a fortified position when moved through agein a day later., The area was known to .
be heavily tunneled but time could not be spent after the initial discovery be-
cause of the requirement to move. Discovered enemy fortifications must be destroyed
when first located and the maneuvering element’s schedule should be flexible enough
to allow this.

b, The amount of demolitions required to destroy extensive enemy positions
cannot be packed by the search and destroy unit. 4 requirement exists to have a
ready supply of demolitions located in the immediate area of the Battalion TAOR/
Z0A with edditional qualified personnel ready for helilift to the using unit,

2, Itemt DMovement Patterns and Terrain Utilization,

Discussioni

Unite maneuvering in the field muet avéida set schedule of movement and
vary their utilization of terrain.

Companjes working in assigned TACR's or as part of a Battalion effort
should normally avoid setting in night positions prior to darkness, and should be
moving by dawn. Any delay after first light invites incoming sniper and mortar
fire, Further, companies should attempt to disguise their directiom of movement
especially just prior to derkness. Maximum utilization of concealment is mandatory.

peclASFIE g,
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The enemy is capable of making TedWeRted" guesses as to possible friendly night
positions unless deceptiom is used,

Barly daylight and late afternoon resupply by helicopter should be employed
infrequently and then only for emergency or to break the midday pattern. Resupply
of friendly units should occur between the hours of 1000 to 1400, and should be
executed as rapidly as possible, This is especially true in the high temperature/
humidity areas of Vietnam when these hours prove to be the lezst productive peried,
Intensive patrolling and ambushes must be carried on during the halt,

Night movement of units can be used to deceive the enemy. This must depend
on the commanders knowledge of the terrain amd a reconnaissance of the area prior
to movement.

After night positions heve been selected, and while the unit is moving
toward its night positions, forward observers and forward air controllers should be
compiling likely B& I end TFQ-10 targets. The process is a continuous one but
achigves a greater degree of importance in the area of the night position. The
Battzlion FSCC then can supplement this target 1list to emsure a balanced night fire
plan.

To continuously select highground as finsl night defensive positions is
undesirable, Rice paddies and village positioms in the lowground can be usedj out-
posts and patrols attain edded importance, In selective lowground positions, care
must be taken to ensure the establishment of internal security posts to prevent the
enemy's sudden appearance within the perimeter from hidden cave & tunnels. Movement
should be held %o a minimum after dark within the perimeter and if messenger runs
must be made, at least two runners should be senl together, :

3, Item: General Commenis Conocerning Air/Infentry Teamwork,

Discussiont

a. On the compeny level a definite requirement exists for the landing

zone to be supervised by one company representative such as the Company Gunnery
Sergesnt, First Sergeant, who is current in both the tactical and logisticel 'situ-
ations and who can coordinate HST/TAC? efforts towards resupply, Med Evac, etc.

b, Bech fire team of & unit must heve air panels and displey these
panels whenever air is to be utilized in support. i.e., resupply, UHIE Gunship
support, fixed wing close air strikes,

c. Smoke signals to maeke landing zones should be used only when requested
by the incoming helicopter pilot. sSmoking & Zene should not be done automatically,
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d., BRapid moving tactical situations cen suddenly preclude the use of
CAS already requested, Commanders should, therefore; have secondary tergets pre-
gselected for his support. The TACP representative with each company can maintain
a ourrent list of teargets for the commanders,

e, The selection of landing zones must be made in accordance with the
following guidlines:i

(1) satisfactory size, clearance, degree of slope.

(2) Capable of receiving resupply and sending out Med-Evacs even if
company is in contact,

(3) Must not be centrally located to the point of exposing company
CP, morter positions etc. to high volume of incoming fire.

(4) 1Z must be secured and marked with eir panels,

f. Med-Evac helicopters must be used for Med-Evace only, and should not.

be directed to accomplish other missions.

& Helicoﬁ%ers provide & ready resupply of smoke for front lines units,
In an emergency 4®swchiefs can provide a limited supply of smoke grenades.

h. A&l11 air agencies supporting an operation must be aware of the thrust
point system in that area. Positions of friendlies are being compromised by the
requirement! that positions must be sent in the clear to helicopter elements etc,

4, Itemt The Battalion CP,

Discussiont The Battelion Commend Post must be flexible enough to adjust
its size to meet the tactical situation. A highly mobile command group consists of

the followings Battalion CO, Radio Operator for Regt TAC, Radio Operator for Bn TAC,
S-3, S-3-asgist, FSCC, Radio Operator for Arty Conduct of Fire, Radio Operator for

TACP net.
5. JItems Lightening the load.

Discussiont In a moving situation, search and desiroy or sweep operation,
the additional weight of the second 81mm mortar in the section does not appear to
warrant its being carried. A4 solution to this appears to be to drop the one gun,
and utilized the personnel for oarrying more ammo for the remaining gun.
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6. Itemt Communications.

Discussiont dﬁ%
Al

a. Because of the operating distances involved between the Battalion '1%

and its companfes and between the Battalion and higher Headquarters, radio was the o

primsry and the only means of communications. Weather and terrain were generally
favorable to good voice communications and consequently communication was reliable e
throughout the two week deployment.

b. Post operation limited technicel inspection of radios and telephones
disclosed no equipment faiures or melfunctions. However loss 'and-bMSRINEER: TS «ofw
radio accessories has dropped the availebility of PRC-25 radios to & critical low.

ce From the time that the BLT embarked on Ckinawa through the end of
Operation Beaver Cage, situations arcse which, as they compounded, threatened the
maintenance of adequate communications support of the BII''s mission in the joint
operation. For the benefit of future SILF's it is felt they are worthy of mention.

(1) It became apparent upon embarkation thet the troop radio equip-
ment on board the IPH was inadequate to meet even-minimum regquireiients’” ofictHs ‘SLF,
Lttempt to rectify this deficiemcy in the Philiipines were not successful because
of early deployment to the coast of Vietnam. uut of necessity the BIT and the SLF
instelled their organic equipment on board to supplement troop redio. A later re-
quirement for the establishment of an SIF command post eshore and communications
equipment for three liaison officers to various adjacent organizations began to
see the personnel and equipment organic to the SLF and the BIT spread sparsely.,

(2) These last two requirements came to light after the Battalion
was deployed so far inlend that it had been necessary to establish a two vehicle
relay station in order to communicate with the IPH and the other ships vhich
comprised our TACLOG.

(3) Ultimately it became necessary to utilize message center, wire,
and attached radio relay persomnel to meet the requirements of ‘menning radios
around the clock.

(4) A suggested solution is to augment the SLF staff with A4ddbdoral
commniostors and equipment prior to deployment in order to handle TACLOG and
liaison communications, rather than tasking the Infantry Battalion to meet all un-
forseen communications needs which can arise on speculative operations,

R —
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7. Iltem: Resupply

Discussiont

a, On several occasions resupply was not accomplished when and where
desired due to non-availebility of the UH-34 support helicopters, These aircraft bf
were being utilized for tactical or Med Bvac lifts, A solution to thia difficulty
would be to provide CH-46 asircraft to sugment UE-34's for resupply.

‘/E.‘ pjs: ) ‘j-;:'.;.-.i%z

b, Timeliness of emergency resupply of class V was found to be a
problem on one occasion at night, For convenience, the problem was solved by
deliveries directly from the IPH support ship. &n in country supply source for
SIF support is considered highly desirable becsuse of the availability of class I,
II, IV and V supplies.

¢, Aircraft availebility was not at & level to provide normal resupply
on an on call basis, It was necessary that the tactical plan allow for & positdon
of the day set aside for resupply of units, The most successful time for logel re-
supply of companies was during midday between the hours of 1100 - 1400, HEMIENE: due
to situstionsl dictates no pattern of resupply was set. Middaey resupply was considered
to be the best solution because it allows freedom of movement ir werly morminpland”
evening during the most critical time periods and when the most progress is made, ’

d, The problems of resupply communications from the central LZ to units.
resupplied was solved quite satisfactorily by use of the HST net. Serving as the
administrative and logistice net, the HST net relieved the burden from the Battalion
Tactical Net,

e, The most feasible and practical manner of resupply was found tc be
from the central 1Z to the using units rather them direct from in country or ship
board sources. This enabled greater pasitive control and coordination. The pilots
may be given current local LZ coordinates, and comditions at the unit 1Z'S,

f. Control and accounting for individual equipment and weapons of XIA
WIk personnel was & problem, Qur experience indicates that Med Bvacuated persomnel
must be evacuated with their equipment tagged. FEersonal equipment should not be
evacuated vie resupply helicopters that are subject to frag orders changing desti-
nation end resulting in temporary or permanent losa of equipment. If due to weight
limitations of the Med Evac helicopter; personsl gear is not evacuated with the
casualty, it could be returned via resupply helicopter to the central 1% for further
delivery to designated receiving locators.

g. There were occasions when units requesting resupply experienced
difficulty in determining exact requirements due to the changing nature of the

tactic t Extreme care, forethought and screening must be tzken by the
reques oid receiving burdensome excess ammunltion or other supplies.
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h, Companies submitting resupply request during the evening prior to
delivery the following day were supplied on & "fill or kill" basis, This made the
resupply chain function smoother as records of . suppies re nested and those delivered
were not necessary, If a company did not receive an item/items, he would resubmit"
the following day, if the requirement still existed. If the requirement did not
exist the following day the item/items were deleted.

M
P. A WICKWIRE
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