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1st Bal! 33 n, 3¢ Marines

3d Marine Mvisioa (Rein), FMF

FPO San irnncisco 96602

Coxmancl1 ng Officer

¢

3/DLK/d1lk

5050 '
1P Avgust 1969
Strlo: 0016769

Oop:y__Lof

Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF

Commanding Offloor 3d Harines.
Combat Operations After Action Report
(a) Div0 31.00.1

DistrIcEs, Republic of Victnam

L. Task Organization.

. 1st Bn, 3d Marinos (<) (Rein)

HQAS Co (RO Lil

‘."L"tnn, 12thMar
Dot Interpreters 2dARVN
Deta HST, Co G, 3d SP Bn (30Apr~20tun)
Dets HST, Co A, 3d SP Bn {21dun~l6Jul)
Dot Engry Co B, 3d Engr Bn |

Com A (Rein
S %"ﬁé Is%Bn, LRthMar

Det. Engr, Co B, 3d Engr Bn

Dets Interpreters, 2&iRVN

Det. KCS

Det, HST, 0o G, 3d SP Bn 530Apr~20Jun)
Dat, HST, Co A, 3d SP Bn {2lJuri=16Jul)
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lltBn."-“ldMan&CN..
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Virginia Ridge « Search and Doctruyr
30 Apedd 0955 to 16 July 19s%

Quang Tri Imovinee, Cam Lo, Huong How. and tilo Iinh

Fulet Y, S KYIE
(R0L -0y 69)
Lt0c! . C. HERRON
(LMay165u169) -

Latit W, §, CAMPBELL
(} Ok; 141“*‘*... 5MEW'69)
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1160016
© lahlb A. G CHESSON
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DEmrI’e@ HeS Co

FO Tm, 8lvm Moty Tioton
Det. TACD

Det.. Comm Platooi

Dets Intelliigence Scetion
Dete Medicnl) Platoon

Company D { R
Dot s Tty &, EiDn, 12thiar
Dety Fngyy (e B, 34 Boge Bn
Det. Inberpreucrs, 7CARVN
Det. KOS
Deta HST, Co 0 3¢ 8P Du (2Qipr~20Jun)
Doty HST, Co 4y 24 SP Bn (2Loun-16Jul)
Dete H&S Co ;

FO Tm. Rlmu Mortar Platoon

Det. TACP

eta Qomm PLrboen
Dot Iateliigense Seatiown
Det. ilndicok Flawoon

Compa%fc (Reii
ba Btry Ay Lstln, Lothier

Dets Engr, Co B, 34 Engy Bu
Dets Inteipreters, 24 RVN
Det. HGS
Dok, LSY, So Gy 31 SP Ba (30Apr«20Jun)
Dst, HST, Go A, 3d SP Bn (21Jun~16Jvl)
Dete. H&S Co

FO Tmy 8lmm Mortar Flaloon

Det, TACP

Tot. Goma Matoon

Det. Tatelligence ftection

Det. Medical Platoon

Gom'@l % D ﬁReiA;n_ '
. Dtry &, Lletbn, 12thlor

Dete. Engr, Co B, 3d Engr Dn
Det, Interpreters, 2d4ARVN
Dote KGS |
Det. HST, Co C, 3d SP Bn (30Apr-20Jun)
Dete HST, Co 4, 3d SP Bn (21Jun-16Jul)
Dets H&S Co

FO Tm, 8lmm Mortar Platoon

Det, TLCP

Dets Corm Platoon

Dotes Intelligence Soction

Det. Modical Platoon

——

Capt ¢ il. SAMPSON

Sapt VL, GOSRIN
(30w -nedach9;
Cay . Gy By CORLACW
OLaduar L E69)

Gapt We Ly GAST
(300pr-TMoy69)
1stit J. W. HART
(6-28M0y69)

Capt J« Be QROFT JR
(25oy-16Ju169)
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Se Sumorting Forces.

2. Artillery.

(1) During the period 50 Apedl=d6 Juty 196) {he beiov menbionad
batteries provided both divect and general ﬂ*".tllery aur oot of combat
operations in the Vivgiris Ridge Anza. of Cporeations. The coneept of
operations was more LIl <de4ua‘c,ely supplemented by T.;e 147 Tires, along
with the progroms of scociol fires requested by the axlil.»y Miaison
scotione ifaryets wern rlonded Lo éover by fire those arcan .o actually
ocoupiod by frioadly {ureos, Mlong vwibh the preplanncd toxpite, infantry
combat oporaticus were alzo surported by the $iring in of Figuh Defensive
Fires for all nightv positicos. Whenever this was impogsihic
proximity of other frienily units or other tactical 1"1‘1" bv.,‘._"m
wWere. plac,ed on+2a1l with the Rattalion FNC to provids :
of attacks Alsc 2ione thia same line, observed wisuio
fired uwpon both kacvi ond likely enemy positiono; cnd ir
instance, infantry novennnhy weve pvoceded by ek
prep fire, Whenewar ln of .v;o,‘ somseneh with the enc
morbar and ombi-porsonnel avhllile
In those few ingtan:cg vhore s do l"J betwe

roently

VeI ;f:s'sible

oo “’*ﬁndard

Sy countor

SURRLURNS m.aced.
2 fire

and first rounds fi:0cd on zomawvhal aore thm dmlrm P &y not
with the artillery, bul :mebher with lack of clearcmee ous Lo almtwiit

or the delay rosultant viom = Jquﬂ-':u.&, clearance from oioacs hendlquartavss
The average btime from request to ¥irst round was 9-'G cﬁ: oo dn e
cases, both the quantity and quality of the supporti.y o L ‘0¥ Werc
excellent

(2) Artillory wnite used during the Operation: Boliowg by
1eh Dattalion, 12th Marines. Lohvery B, 1so Battalion, 18bh (ordnes,
Whiskey Battery, lst mttalmn. 12th Marines, Dattery TN Lok Dattalion,
LOth Artilleey (USAY, Uattery I, 3d Pmtalion, 1tn Mvines, Dettery
K, 3d ba‘c,tallon, 12uh arines, and the 2nd ProCB 8/:.

(3) Missions Iired.

Observed - 9839
Unobserved 150
Registration 88
Preparation Th
Patrol Route FPreparation 12
H&I : 863
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@Fﬁiﬁggwleﬁ) Ammunition E};:}_.;.‘,f'::_..;»“ .

HC €0
Il 220
WP 2,272
HE %550
o 30
Tobell. 40,032

be A

Q) 1-3L iy - e sréies flown included four ones gy
ModBvars. or. four seperate dabtes duving the hours of ¢ ﬁrm:.,\ ¢ «'\~. :-..w.z‘
rosupply sorties in vhich 8lms mor‘bar ammanition wos JLNE e el UG L

positions: during v hours of darknesse Two troui-i el‘ AR R Rt )
made at night wnen » sceticon oFf 8lmm mortars was 15 702¢ wo v wer - asition.
tSpooky" gunshire alse wo-ios for the behtalion av .x-¥%  » Huwe

scparate. datess ‘iwventy~tin froop=LiT% scarbles werc on s

Company D and th- U@J-L:".."L( (et 2poup ware unden it
Dattle Damape Aszagersmb rovowtod by aepdsl observuis ~n fL o
adreraft strikes incluce | 13D Umjsers dastroyad, €0 woein oy

eight secondary oxploc Loni, five .50 caliber or merbay woa nioud
destroyed, and two confizmed DA%,

(2) 130 Jume ~ Durivy the month. of June ti. tvorly of the

Battolion was: occuping Celengl \'o pusitions: in the 2»d Mot AQ,
Conscyuently the number oif (A3 sortles was low in viewr oo <wvoaged
contacts,. The beacon system arvl AOA alreraft were willired oo wuh as

possible with some miscione. bsing run in the Dda with the =
of carial obserwvera. e tolal uattj g Damape Asseszaont
all fxed wing missi-ne included L7 Dunker& dest'c‘o;/; o
explosions; two socondery fires, and 30 meters. of ta Ldl o

LANG G
zod Yor
> secondary
cumoyede

(3) 1-16 July - The Battle Damoge Assessment for 16 July
included 57 bunkers destroyed, four damaged, two weapon positions
destroyed, 50 meters of trenchline destroyed, seven sccondary explosions,
and four secondary fires. Sopnorting units included Provisional Marine
Aircraft Group-39 providing aorial obserwer and helicopter support;
Marire Aircraft Group-36 providing helicopter supnorty Marine Aircraft
Groups 11, 12, and 13 providing fized wing support; and supporting units:
of the Air Force and Navy. Significant ewents for ths period, were the
18 flights: of fixed wing support which dropped (3 pas in the denial
zons of the Battalion A0. Trom 9-16 July the HST personnel attached to
this Dattalion hondled 56 sortics of resupply for Loitery A, lst
Battalion, 12th Marines located on Dong Ha Mountain,
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During the operation, .r. /a¢ e wontr: w0 aeT, i . Jowbact
began when Company D ambush.z ‘w0 WA kisiing cne. o 7 lowlng sweep
of the area resul*ed in cortue: wi'h on esbimotel slen v viihoonie. The
contact resulted ii 16 enemy 70 oud the caplure ¢t tw~ 82um wortars
and 200~82mm mortar rounds (YD vC7Shii)e _

On the Lth of May Company C discovered a hunker complex =1 destroye
ed the small amount of equipment found, Th: ~vening o he Lis, the
forward Battalion Com»znl Pest, supported vy Gumpany D (Y1 #0570),
roceived § rounds of “i.aoming, Agaln on %he morning of tue Svih £ive more
morbar rounds were raguivads

On the 6th of Mo “ompeny §i discovered two NVA XId do = »
constructed bunker. The nowi doy Compaty C killed om: ¥Va .
On the 8th Compauy C atto:iked 2 position held by 12 NVA Iilire
(YD 997611, A% O4iS cv iuy 1lith the position iield by fiv
and Towipany D) was atuociea by oneny using TNT, RPG's +ud
(YD 007642). 1o ememy bodies were founds At ON3T Ow
four enemy troc;s b (T0 UClé54). Later the comg 1
rortar rounds, 322 ail-perscinel mines, 16 anti-fnv wiaos . O Lo 0O
caliber rounds ort 4O lbu o 07,

¢n 11 May Commany D fouc! S0 bikers (YD 0086L5)c ruow .7 wie ordnences
Company A teek eljnt wound f 32m. nortar. On the 070 o0 L. “umpanies
A and D received v GLbud of i8R nortar wounds fivan fi Sie On the
13th the Command Grovy ) 2owpany D received 19-00uu. wov PominisS. As
tho battalion swept tc i eaub f7uw: the 13th to the Lyva more: bunker
comploxes were discovere:d. Ca th. Idth, ten eremy pro..! Oodany G LLoes
(YD 057638); a chock of the riroa revealed one AK-U7. . Wha compainy
killed four NVA in burkers (ih 0626L48) and 3 of L enci.. 1 at (ID
055630). Supporsting rirce were called on 19 enemy sizaies iy “he Company.

Tue Command Group recxived 29~82mm mortar rounds on hiw lith. Company
D and the Command Group were probe by 5 NVA, night cu 19.20 0 - WA
tripped flare, Frag grenades fod S/A wesvlted in 5 NUA Kia. .ompany A
also veceived cnemy five totoling 25-82mm mortar rounds £-ov the vieinity
of (¥D 0296L7)s Comjr.y B kiiled two NVA in a bunker cosn!-w and captured

1 AK-L7 and 1 AK-50 and destruyed large amounts of 02 and <o mortar

ammunition, At approx 200320H Company C (YD 05%6L0) weie attacked by an
ostimated 60=70 NVA from two direction, jissulbs 15 WA Klde

Ambush from Companmy B at (YD 056668) were sprung on approx 4O enemy.
Resulting in 19 NVA KIA and 2 WIA. One captive identificd the unit as
an element of the 2nd Pn, 27%h Regt. During the siwme day the CP received
120~-82mn mortar rounds (YD 04363L) whilc attemptivg sgchedule helo 1ift
to Con Thoim On the 25th of Iy at Company B position, an enemy mortar
round caused the oxplosion of a pallet of mortar ammunition.

On the 27th 20 rounds of 120mm mortar fire fell on Company C (YD 062687);
Company B reccived 8-60ma morter rounds while on patrel from A-h also.

From the 6th of Junc to thoe 17th of July activiiv was light. Inemy
units were active in mining, shelling, and building ~f bunkers, Only onc
contact of significance, on the 18th of June, when five emsny took the road
sweep under fire (YD 134623), indicated that the encii
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intended to awold contact, . i tneedarts e dr s Lo Ulve
trucks anc ona tank and recv. 7 oun e iclenihy KU Vi v
mostly by 60mm anl 82mn movins ir:  Howeweis oo o o 1@ oF the
Battalion positions: at Con T = wsiwod 2-122me rovenes na on the
16th of Jums the position ab ¢ - .uerave 5 te A0 ~ 342 roclets,

Fnemy losses for the perinl.

AK-L7 23 60m nortar vds
AK-50 3 82mm mortar rds. 1,26
$2mm mortar 2 RPG rdss WY
60mm mortar . 1.22mm rockats 3
3¥S 3 AT Minas. KR
9mu piabol 1 AP Mires
R 2 8 Cronades: KR
s 7 i Dunkers T
Pistol +38 1 Lee AURUETAET
9mall ayms om0 wahiBy - 120mm wortar o :

7« Uoncepb of Crerehione.

Operation Wisogiuls Tnires enhonlod fae wee oo oo
reacting infamtry wnli: rad Lo onwtnally sApDos Y s L on
squad size elements: in Lo Miter: vidge/telicoptes Vil v .23, as
woll ag the defonse of curtaia fis. positions and cev .o o F wial
liness of communication w. thin the assigned AOs  Compm o0 - ing
search and destroy opzr:tiona =aturated assigned are .. 10
paireols and ambvshss an' wade =fiective use of all o ‘
Each maneuver elemont, doiw Lo and inmcluding squad lovai, is.iuossed
the capability to request aud adjust artillery fire civl enudi” oporabe
for o period of L=5 days: wi*hout resupply. The —se of Gb oo ina
poition of the AC to chamnelize enemy movement into appinad s whcke
movement covld be detorbed by sensing devices reswiiid ot o R3roust
artillery fire missions exccuited on the basls ol sensor .- ...208

Those units: assigncd migsions for security of fixed iniiailations
and lines. of cormunication vtilized roviiy, daylicht nibreis and ambushes,
maximunm night ambushes: of fire team/squact size, ard employed seismio
intrusion and night observation devinns to exterd effectively thelr
carveillance and contzol of assigned areas. Irfon'wy socurity elements
were provided for daily roac sweeps by engineers an' NCB units engaged
in construction along Routao #7,

"pink Panther" a speclalizod operation aimed at S/D operations in
the southern DMZ, including special "stingray" patrols. from 3rd Recon,
was suporimposed on "Virginia Ridge" during the period May 24-28. The
purpose of "Pink Panther" was o locate and engsge VA forces in the
southern DMZ, then employ lerger retraction foreos ro develop these
engagemontse

v ot T, Dast

e
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ae Friondly porsonnel losses.

Lo 121 1 K

be Inomy persomel losses.

oo} bl
8L 2

9, Administrative Matborzs

ae 411 matters pertaining to supplyy mainten.uce and swoncportation
wore. satisfactory during the eotire operation,

b. The evacuation of casuiltless o.lthoﬁgh delayed =% v Ly
higher priority, was satisfectory.

0. Cormunication during L entire period of the opzrolion wes
satisfactory.

10. Commander!s Analysic.

Oporation WVirginia Ridget provided this battalicn a wiiianle
“ggson learnedt, In most previous operations in the Mateors 2dge/
Helicopter Velley aren, units operated in company sins unite mid fre~
quently occupied positions: in excess of 2L hours., Svuch operouions
usually resulted in friendly positions receiving lnoconing nortarss and
TG fire, &s woll as frequont probes of their positions. OShortly after
the commoncement of "Virpinia. Ridge®, this battoiion cstablished the
following procedures. for operations in the fields

1, All movemeht to be by platoon or smaller unit.

2. No oampany positions would be established, All positions:
would be platoon-size or smaller aml mutually supperiinge

3. No positions would be established on military or topographic
crests.

he No positions would be occupied in excess of 2k hours.
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Since the adoption of tru oove procelures, on = w 7 the attalion
has received any incoming mextox u“ i@ fire in sl o owvions, In
one instance, during the latte: pat »f June, Comucny I obuerwved a
number of incoming mortar roun.s mpc'.c,ting on a pogi.tion vacated three
hours previously, It is believed that opepations conducte? ir
aseordance with the abowve guidelines accompliches. the Tolliowings

1, Does not present a large encugh tar(,et for the Wil Lo wisk
their supply of ammurivion.

2, Movemont ewery 24 houws provides ‘ingufficient tim: £w tne NVA
to coordinate the movement. of mortars, ammunition, and Fita ius positions

3. Dy keeping clzar of high ground, friendly units wvold Lo -~ areas
that nawe been previously registered by the NVA.

Finally, it should be emphasized that these »-ucedvres f-o :peration
in the field proved wvalid dur:ng a period in vhicu finr ormar wppeared
to bo moving in small units, - _th no evidence of lar 7o oL cration of
forcess in the AO. The exisi\rmce of masses enamy fox=n ar LU sved
would require reappraisal. awl revision of this co:r-.-...;"'

1ls Recommendationse I% Ls racomiurled that inecountry Srazning syatims:
be established for infanbtry vialte wherein company-size ~iite ere witoe
drawn from their areca of operations, moved to & secuis r.olim posn Lonyg
and rehearsed perioc.im LYy 3 basis small unit tacti.. . F"z,u & :
proccdure;, performed in niv o seven days periods; "..":f‘. cos osned during
times of decreased ememy achiivity; wuld allow Pha wndh oot der
opportunity to critique jast verformangg and correct ~bsc VG \“,...uenc...es.

|
By directior. S
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