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PART 1

ORGANYZAITOAL DATA

1, DESIGHATION

1st Bottalion, 3¢ Mordnos

IASOFL o k\”lu‘ f" !“‘ E
CoA
CoB

CoC

uoD

20 Matoon, CoB, 3dEn:rBn
R rs‘t’COA’B&SJ Bn
Duc. o Team,3dP Bn

2, Location
Ao gyt iy —t-vet

COIHAIIIRS
ItCol Du G HERRON
SUBORDINATE UNTTS

1stit Jo Co SANBORN
lstIt Te Ko SHAW
Gapt J, ¥, HCADKIS.
1stlt T. X, 839
Caph M, T. HOPOOOD
Capt J. 5o CROFT

AVTACHED URLLS

Det
Dot
Dot

DATES
(1+21 Sep 59)

188ep=213cp 69)
1-21Sep 69
(1-215ep 69;
(1~138ep 69
él).;-ZlSon 59)
1-21 Sep 69)

gléJuJ.-l‘rSep 69}

Scout/SniperPli, 3dMar
Interpreteors
¥Cs

1-2) Septembors Idaho Canyon A0, Quang Tri Province, Can Lo District, RVIN
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NARRALIVE SUMARY

1, Overview of all Activities. Throughout the month of September, lst
Battalion, 3d Wrrines continued search and desiroy operations in the
Mutterta Ridge/leliconter Valley complox and provided sesurdty for that
portion of Rowte #9 wiithin the assirngd area of operations. These primayy
missions and other missions assizned were accamplishod in suppory of the
3d Marine Regument oporation “Idaho Canyon.®

2. Missions Assigned

Commeneing 28 July roalign forees to maintain a minimum of two companies

in & soareh and dastroy role along 1/1Y's southern boundary with emphesis
on the Cam Hwy area, Continw to provide security for FSB Fuller and

xne Gio Bridge, Contdnue to provids security for Route #9 in 40 with

1006 day and richt survillanco on wrpaved portion, Provide security fop
road construction from the Khe Glo Rridgo west in the A0, Provide scourity
for road sweeps omanating from Xhe Cilo Bridge.

Ref: Ropt Opnd 8-5% (Idaho Crugyon)

Affcetive from time of yeceint until IX0L00Z Sep 69, conduet no prowd
orerations oxcepl as nosessary for goowrity of arez. Comvinue noymal
cround r.con activities, fnerccse use of acrinl obsorvers, enpley
supportin: arms for nmormal ND7, rocket sup;ression, and cowrer=battory
firo.

wefs fogh Frogd 103-89 of 9 Awg 69

01 cr abous 110100, o order resume normal oporatians. (Ordor to pxpeute
reccived L1010 Sep 49)

Lef: 3dMor msg 1022108 Sep 69

On 1402004 Sep 69, Wilidift one eompany from present position ‘to Dong
fla sirdield for operations in the Dong Ha and Quang Tri Combat Bedes os
moy bo directed by the Dong Hu Combat Bise Defonso Ooordinator. Joss
opcon of company to 3¢ Mrinos.

Ref: Ilegh Fragd 102-6% of 1) Sap 69

Opcon of vowr eampany (rof Fragd W-6” #ﬁﬁ'ﬂéd‘to’ paront battalion on
2108004 Sep 89, o

Rof: 3d Mar opel Mg of 21 Sop 69

v
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 DESWRSSIFIED

1st Battalion, 3d Mwims is relioved of responsibility for asgigned AG
ané will gtand down froam all offensive operations as of 211135 Sep 59,

Refr 3d Mar oral msg 2111357 Sep 59,
3. Intelligencc

The month of September digscloscd the continued presence of at least two
battalions of the 9th NVA Regimont in the northern portion of st Battalion,
3d Iarinest! assigned AQ. Enemy forces wore heavily disnosed north of the
6l casting line, north of which line the infontry wilts were not permitted
o operate,

The eneny showed a willingness to make contact with wnits operating north

of the 63 easting lime, apparently to permit easy withdrawal north of the

o 1ins to a fairly safe haven. No capability to attack in any Force was
agsarenty and it 1s bolieved that the continwous programn of alr and artillery
turgeted north of vhe 6L line preventod the WA froa massiiy the nscessary
LOICEeSe

"ue conbacts made, most of which were during the first ton days of the month »
indieated that enewy troops were frosh, extromely youwny, in good physieal
condition, with now weapons and equipment.,

Abtenpbs at mining Roube #9 within the A0 disclosed an immovation to adapt
to the factor thet the road was alwost completely hard swriaseds The WVA
vl emplace two Chinese elaymores, separated by a sandbag or similar
ouder along the roadsides Tho bothom claymore would be comawnd detonated ’
blovin the second claymors 5«10 foot in the air, whereupon it would
decoupte, Due Yo alertnoss of undts providing security of the road, these
B owere rocoveyed aftor san ambush had killed thres WA atienmpting to

SRR IRE

b Ganeiions

sheowshout the monthy infantry companies eondustod goorch and dostwoy
oparotiont bareurhout the A0, with one »latoon providing secwrity for TSB
Powr, and one oamany saintaining the seowrity of Route #9. Contoots
lomeoncd pradually, wntil 2111358 Sop 49, when the batialion was relieved
of responsibility for the assirned A0, and oprdered to stand down from all
o fensive operationss ' A

’

He  esults of Onerations

A, Casuadties inflieted on the enewy
XIA
22 ey ik B
WECHASSIFIER
be  Friendly easuiliics
KIA., WA
° g 112 e
Enolodiie (1)
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ce Equipment, weenons and opdonce capturod

6.,

EQUIM ENT

Iy Entrenchin’ Tools
s Cantoons
Iy Holpots
1 Combination
1l NVA Packs
3 Picka
Iy Water bogs
3 Cortridre belts
2 iotsd L, D, bags
20 AX~)i7 magazines
8 Poiwhos
9 1WA uniforms
Y. dovmoceks
) Messcan
1 Pr, Meld Glasgses
1 Corpsnan pack
1 Modd pradio
4 Cag masks
S ¥, sandals
1 Sw

Yarpol bag W toe
S WA covers

Supporting Armns

a. Air

L o

DECLASSIFIED

1 S¥S

gl Chiconm prenade
7 M=24 #rap grenace
he 32rm 1cs

3 OO0 ¥ds

11 RI rds

L RPG launchers

10 lbs oxplosive
)2 Claymores

£ Diproctional Aines
6 Arbi=tark mines
12 Blasting caps

SU~ LIES
verday

1 mbecs

Radio batbery

1 Yessapebook

1 Radio log
Propaganda

Lon: yation

L IVA Cigarotte packs
15 ricc Lags

5 Rico boils

b Battals dressings
1 WA fag

S Booby trans Dot sord

1250 8/A vds
19 50 Cal. rds
25 =79 rds

(1) The air support for the lst Batialion, 3d Mapimos from
1 Sop=21 Sop 1959 was brokdd dovm as follows:

Aerial Obsorvers

Gun Shins
Resupply

Comaand amd Control

Piyed Wing
Baason

N
YedBvios

Rusupply to LZ Fulley

For BA<A % BAWW
Battalion move Trom
IZ Pller t¢ VCB

R
16
200
201,
20
3
19
15

79
25

just north of the 60 line = worth of the pink l‘.me. :

113
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Sorties

~Sorties

Sorties
Sortlea
Sortiles
8orties
Sorties
Sorties

Sopiies

Soxrties

(2) A largo portion of the fixed wing in the 1/3 A0 during the month
of September was contiolled by derial observay and run in the arca on and

SSIFIEN
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(3) After 11 Sop Rcacons and TEQs wore alloved os far north as the Ben
Aad Rivor. Asriol observers consigtemtly reportcd MVA buildup in the ares,
Yixed wing called inbo the arca rsceived neavy auvouatic weanons firc abows the
65 liJ:le. '

(4) Emorgency medewacs cowld bo.aountod on undar narmal airotmstoncea to
be completed within 4O minutos of original roquest. On one occagsion =
2 Septombor ~ an omergency medevac ook two hours and five winutes to
completes The request was calles in at 2120 and the 1ift out was comploted
at 2325, "The ceilins was low and a typhoon was ansroachine. The celay
was caused by a well for fareships which werc regaestod by the medevac
pilot before he left his base.

(5) Tho Fived wing sortic rate for the battalion drop ed during the
Mrst 21 doys of Suptenber duws to diverts of manv genvduled sorties o
other battalions in hecvy contoct,

(6) At 0030 21 Sopbauber the battalion was Litted fpom 12 Fullor to
VC3e The Lift was coupletod in two hours in conjmetion with & yroop
L% of hih Marine troops into 12 Maller from L2 Russel. Tho 1/% Lift
out was completod with 25 sorties of ¥ U6 heliconters.

(7)  Darin tho subsequent truck convoy from VOB to Quang Tri an serial
obsorwr wos owrhend as securliy escort,

Do Artill_e_rl

(1) Differomt typss and nwibers of missions

Ohsorvod 468
%ceial Tires 495
Ropisutrations 172
Praparation 33
Patrol Route Prepapation 2l
RRA 24,

(2) Mubor and twyoos of ammunition

R 15,742
I1lum 16
WP 1,ia2
B 150
20 n
0s : 18

o o »
\f’%‘éf@%ﬁ%ﬁﬂm

oy
IT-4 Enclosure (1)
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T« Poarsonnel and Administration

0. FPorsomisl

% B At

(1) Adninistratiwg Gains

Usm Usy
0w BENL EXL
3 38 o 8

(2) Administrative Losses

us'e _ USK
ory ENL OFF ENL
1 66 _ 1 5

b, Acm.lnis orztion. The uwsuel administrative problems wers encounterod
dwring IS Tino, however, overall administration was eonsidored to be
sotisfaciory,

(1) Promotions Effccted

. J.'. - o MY

5 'Oomora.I
198 Lamce Corporal
3 Private frgt Class

(2) Awards Recoimended

~aphas

1 Favy Cross

5 8ilwyr Star
10 Bronze Star
15 Navy Camendation Modals
35 Navy Achiovemert
2 Punle Heard

1,8 - ' v
Y « e i,

(3) Awards Frenented

Silver Star

Bronse sbax

Favy Commcudntion

vy Jerine Corps

lavy Achicvement

Tornle ileart

1 Vietnamose Cross of Gallaubry

[ ]

ui—*;-’oxmz—-

fEGLR SSIHEN

Enclosure (1)
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¢, Postal, Considorsd to be satisfactory although at tinc the deliwry
rate has Beon vory slow,

B, Training. During the month (5) Incountry Troop Indoctrinations sossions
wore conduched and a vobal of 73 men attended. Tho follewing achools were
attended by nenbers of this Battalion.

- g -
NCO School 3
Staff NGO School 2
Land Mne 3
e . "o 3

Cuds e O .

ITY MAY Y6ma Projsetionst Cowrsc l
Erbark Officor School l

CLBSSIHER

.3

"{

el

=

=

116
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PART III
CHROJOLOCICAL LISTING O SIGIICALIY LVEUTS

On 1 Sep ab approx 15002 ab grid 02763} elements of Compony B made
contact with I WA in bunkers. Priendly writs used S/A 1MW and gronanos,
killing throd, The fourth WVA was given an opportunity to Chicw :loi but
refused and was subsequently killed. After searching ares they were moving
to their nizht pos and encountersd one more “VA who was killed by S/A.

They dostroyed the buakers and capbured 2-AK~47, 1RFG lauwncher w/2rds,
Onc VA field radio, message book and radio log. Twonty ebicoms dnt 2 gas
nesks wore also capturcd,

On O42015H Sep at gric 99851L eloments of Company C discovored Thres
82im rovnds 2o troils FPlastic fuze cap had boen removed and rounds vere
leit taere approzimately ono week prior to tholr c¢iscoverys Rounds were
blom in nlace,

O GFLY55H Sep 69 elements of Company A at grid 036563, &
moviig dnuo @ ni-ht ambush site, obserwed four encay ab gric 03950l,
Took vhe ounerty wnder fire with S/A and enemy was observedmoving northwest. -
Arca was searchod with negative results and §-3 of 2/3 was notified of
incident.

On 00120C% Saps, three MVA in khaki wiiforms vera snotted at 02556
by roud sveep team. One WVA was carrying a pack, Siweep tean norsgomecl
ere providing point secwrity IAW instouctions for conduct of ro3dsHos)
wniil firod wpons Elements of Company A were providing vear security TAW
instiructions dssued by the sweep team. Swoep team porsomel did not fire
on iVA nor notllfy infontry aquads subscquently NVA escancd $o the norbh.

On 020004 Sep at prid 016565 alements of Company A set wp socwwity
for one <isabled tank rotrdover, ... At 070130 security squad obsorved
movemeitt, Y., Fired S/A and 1llum upon searching area they found ono
blnod brall,

On 0709301 Sop, fowr rowds imoacted at pric 990564, impacts wore
cLszitwic by OB!'s and obher norsonncl along Route #9. Blemcirts of tillory
A ook crater anlysis and ostinmated eratur w s made by 122 to 1i0m
rodlint, with back azlmuth of 0100. fThey Found oms PN/delay fuze which
was 1eninsde,, "

On 07155031 Sen, ab grid 027037 & patrol from Compeny B found a trew
el baolot paper wranncd arowyd it and three notches below the tidsusd
A enin body wxizh had beca there from previous contact on 011500% Sep.
WS ronse  soorci of the arca brousht negative rosulis.

O0n 013354 Sup at prid 039560, a Marine Corps 2% ton truck went off the
roxd injuean Boo napines,  The two maines were ncdevaced to 34 Hedy Vehicle
reteined ot dompany A posttions

SikEL

11 Pkl

Enslosure (1)
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On 09L7008 Scp, clements of Company B observed L=-5 WA settiog wp s
mortar) artillcry rdssion was called in and as inltial rounds impacted
the WA fled northoast into drawy more artillery was ran in the drow with
reoultd Junknown, 12 WP & 16 HE 105 rounds wore expended w/throc batteries
firings -~ .

On 0921301 Sop, Adustors fyom KGB fired on a suspocted eneiyy pos. at
gric 027567. Area was searched the f£ollowin: day finding 1 FVA w/body
badly buent and a multilated pack. NWA was wearing only sidwvies,

On 111030 Sep CB truck hit mine at end of hexd surface access road

leading to Cam Lo Rivers Road had beon sl praviously without' ™
dobection of wny minca. Road was swepl again altor ineicendy . e
Regative casualdics, )
. . .l
* .
. : B - . c - . .

on 33LU30% Seps Sguad matrol {rom Company A found cawe ab prid 020550
Cove had 35% cnbtancs, vent bagk aprrox four feeb then nale U5 degree
turn waich load dnto 4 12x) Pooh romws Search wes conducted with negative
rosulbs an? cave was coatroycds

On 1315308 Sep, olcnents of Qompany N found TRW bodios at 997531, bodies
ware tuo~throe weoks old, killed by artyy Patrol searched arca Tindiug
one clicon, three gos mosks (wnservigable), one serviceoble pas mask, one
sow, five rice bowls, five pair sondals, Wyce HVA E~tools, towr ponchos,
onc boresl. bag Lor MG, 25 M=79 vda, four “PIoody battle dressings and
muerout 574 rowads, ‘

on 1323003 Sop, elamonts of Bo. § ab prid BLO502 with aide of NOD
obcurros. Four NTA layin. mines at gric 008585, . Fired one rownd of 106
heshiva,  Tpon goarching arca the followiny Gy Sound thiee KVA KIA also.
w0 sncks, sixm claymorcs (NVA 'b's'pa). dot ¢ard, 1WA flag, several booby taraps,
A mresananda materdnd.  Ordnamde "3 destpoyed and other material

(o U205 Seps elemcnts of Co D fouwad Wme oty Body at eyl Odémf
Roly was twoethrec uonths old Kldlud by exidllotn L L

e PRl AT ’ o Tl Tl
1 ai8e pitalol Pron Co A Toud 1VA sigaretis
A coverd, With a red star on ‘$g ot il
ag atagln? area for six or wod ¢figiYe

P

pAs

P N . .
O AL OUn Sen. sl
dTone wations, ond fAve

Arod anoLarel o he usod

v

O Sontinoug Phoiy patrol they found onn chicom gronmade: and f¥=ably usod
spalfiid ot 0US57C, AL srdd 000573 patyol heard wast they dotctmined was
sointe wnon scarching area they found what appearsd 40 bo o Mushly ong

i DI
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PART IV
SULPORTING DOCUHMENTS

Jl. Iog book of Rert Fragld - 95«49 o 100~39
J2e Tog book of Ba Fragd 214-69 to 23169
V3, log book of Doy and Nizht Acts. Soptonbar 69

e Siumntion Repors and Spot report log Septomber 69

5, Ax Officer log (TACP) Sopterbor 69

Go  Mriillery Officer Log (#SCC) Soptanber 69

V=) ~
Dwlesure )
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BRORET COPY  OF _ COPIKS
3D MARINES (REIN)
FLLIOTT CONBAT BASK, RWN
1723160 AUGUST 69

FROM$ G0, 3D MARINES
703 3D MARINES

INFOs 3D KARDIV (=) (REIN)
iST BN, 18T MARINES
00 B, 3D ENOR, BN

gUBY$ 3D MARINES FRAG ORDER 9869
1e SITUATION.
A. BYIMY. BSBE GURRENT INTSUMS .

B. FRIENDLY.

(1) &p BN, LTH MARINES WITH THO COMPANIES BLOCKS THE
KNEMY ON 3D MARINES WESTERN BOUNDARY.

{2) 2D REQOT, 18T INF DIV, RVH, WITH TWO gra) BATIALIONS
CONDUC T8 HELICOPTERBORNE ATTACK of D=1'1IN DESIGNATED LZ8 AND

O DeDAY COMMERCES ATIACK TO THE WE3ST AND HORTH.

(3) 1ST BN, )2TH MARINES (A,B,C,W,2D PROV) IN DIKCT
ggx;%)g'r AND BTRY K/L/12 A¥D C, STH OF THE §TH IN A "QUICK PIRE"

(}) 12TH MAKINES) OWILRAL SUPPURT.

(5) 7T AIR PORCE ARD 1BT MAW SUPPURT OPLLATIONS
COMMERCING 181600H AUG 69 WITH ORAND SLAM.

(6) DIVISION RESERVE = 18T BN, LTH MARINES.

MISSION., IN ADDITION TO NORMAL 343 AND iﬁgcuuwz MIBSIONS
AO, 3D MARINES ATTACKS TO DEST OY THE ENEMY, ASSESS GRAND BLAM,

AND UATHER INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION IN NORTHERN PORTION OF AC IN
CONJUNCTION WITd RVN PORCES.

3¢ BXECUTION.
As C OF OPhL ION. AT HeHOUR, D=DAY THE 3D MARINES
ATTACK '1‘5! %g 6’57%5 Wﬁ'&i W% (2) BATTALIONS ABREAST TO DESTROY

Y ? g
A NIAY, ASSESS ORAND SLAM, ARD GATHER INTHLLIGENCE 1K FORMATLON
fh CONJUNGTION WITH RVN FORCHS,

PAGE }_OF. 3 PAGES SEORET
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BEORET

Po 167 BATTALION.

(1) OCOMMENCING AT H=HOUR, D=DAY ATTACK TO THE NORTH
WITH WO (2) COMPANIES AND ONE (1) COMPANY (=) 70 DESTROY THE
ENEMY, ASSESS GRAND SLAM, AND OATHER INTHELY.XGENCE INFPORMATION,

(2) CORTINUE 70 PROVIDE NORMAL SKCURITY FOR FIXHD
POSITIONS AND RT. #9 IN AO.

C» 2D BATTALION.
{1) OCONTINUE PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED MI83IONS,

(2) ON 18 AUGUST FROVIDE ORE (1) PLATOON 90 THE 3D
PATTALION FOR SECURITY OF FSB PETE.

, {3) PROVIDE ONE (1) COUMPANY ON A TWO () HOUR ALERT
POR REGIMENTAL RESKERVE.

D. 3D BATTALION.

(1) OQMMENCING AT HeHOUR, DeDAY ATTACK TO0 THE NOKTH
WITH THREE (3) COMPANIES T0 DESTHOY THE ENEMY, ABSKS3 ORAND
S8LAM, AND GATMER INTBELL.IGENCE INFORMATION,

{(2) OCONTINUE T0O PROVIDE NORMAL SHCURITY FOR HCB AND
KT, #9 IN AO,

{3) ON 18 AUGUST ASSUME OPCON OF ONE (1) PLATOON
FROM 2D BATTALION PFOR SECURITY POR FSBE PRTR.

(4) WHEX DIRBCTED ON 18 AUGUST PROVIDE ONE (1)
YLATOON POR SKOURITY OF ROAD BWERP PROM HT. #9 TO FSB PRTH.

E, QQORDINATIRG INSTRUCTIONS.
(1) HeHOUR, D«DAY$ 190600K AUG 69,
(2) BSTIMATED DURATION OF OPERATIORS T2 HOURS,

(3) OCCUPY ATTACK POSITIONS AFTEK DARKNESS ON 18 AUGUST,
POSITIONS WILL VK SOUTH OF 62 B«W GRID LINK,

(4) ESTIMATED LIMIT OF ADVANCES DMZ.
i ng APTER REACHING POINT OF FARTHEST ADVAN
PREPARED

OE N
70 MOVE SOUTH AND ESTABLISH POSITIONS IN VICIK
PHASE LINE WHISKEY.

Ity

PAGE_2 OF 3 PAGHS SECRET
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(6) PHASE LINES: SHE OPNB OVERLAY. KEPORT CROBBING.

(7) OCCUPY COMPANY HIGHT POSITICNS AFTER DARKNESS. PLATOONS
WILL B PHYSICALLY TIED IN AND COUNTERATTACK PLAYS PREVARED.

(8) TAXE PRISCNEKS, SEARCH FOR INTEL! I0ENCE INFORMATION
{9) RRPORTS. IN ADDITION TO RORMAL REPORTS S

(A) REPORT UNIT POSITIONS EVEKY TW0 {2) HOURS
COMMENC ING 190600H,

(B) IMMEDIATELY REYORT KHEMY ACGTIVITY AND CUNTAGTS
WITH NORMAL SPOTREPS TO FULLCW.

Lo ADMINISTRATIVE/LOGISTIOB, NO GHANGE EXCEPT O NIGHT OF
16 AUGUST UNITS WILL HAVE 140 (2) DAYS OF MCI'S8 AND THREE (3)
DAYS OF LPR'S,

5., COMMAND AND SIGNAL, NO CHANGE
ACKNOWLEDGK RECEIPT '

WoF. BIMLIK
COLONEL, U,$. MARINE CORPS

CUMMANDING'
ANHEX A«OPNS OVERLAY
OFFJO 1AL
TAYLOR
8«3
PAGE_3 OF 3 PAOES SRECRET
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w,e.:iv" SVents Fros Gedee 76 ¢
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S/ 7esi7ion)

A. EVEMY  rdacorods Ao 7207 Tue a&my /seuf&:mf
wTRITrl)

ENBIEED 1) 7ME W/ T FRHSE oF 4 PURE s~
EFTAHET FreaM TG D . /7 4 9AT TRI7 THE Y-
1S TR TG T MRABHE C2MME a?’amw)y

OR LAREEH /40 7N0E Wi Bb EAOCE JH WW

CEITAK. LOCTTIONS IS0 THE DNE. TAE FREST, Tru=
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