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From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commander, Special Landing Force Bravo

Subj: Cormand Chronology for period 1 June - 3 July 1967
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1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b) and (c), en-
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PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER

Battalion landing Team 2/3 Major We O. BEARD

SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Company Capt R. C. MADONNA
Company E Capt R. N. BOGARD
Company F Capt S. R. VAUGHAN
Company G Capt J. P. SHEEHAN
Company H Capt R. 0. CULVER

ATTACHED UNITS

B Battery (Rein) 1st Battalion, 12th Marines

First Platoon (Rein), Company A, 3rd Tank Battalion

Third Platoon (Rein), Company B, lst AMTRAC Battalion

Second Platoon (Rein), Company A, 3d Anti.Tank Battalion
Third Platoon, Company B, 3rd Recon Battalion

Second Clearing Platoon (Rein), Company B, 3rd Medical
Battalion /
logistic Support Unit (DET FORLOGCMD)

First Platoon (Rein), Company C, 3rd Shore. Party Battalion

First Platoon (Rein), Company C, 3rd Motor Transport

rs (SRR 111), Company A, 3d Engineer Battalion

R AEEAT

1 June - 3 July 67

1 June - 3 July 67
1 June - 3 July 67
1 June - 3 July 67
1 June - 3 July 67
1 dune - 3 July 67

G. B. FILE Capt
10 June - 3 July 67

EPB O'NEIL 2/Lt,
10 June - 3 July 67

D. R. RUSH 2/Lt
10 June - 3 July 67

F. Y. LAWLER 2/Lt
10 June - 3 July 67

F. J. CARRTGAN 1/1t
10 June - 22 June 67
1 July = 3 July 67
S. C. SMITH L/CIR

1 June - 3 July 67

T. E. HUGHES 1/It
10 June - 3 July 67

A. G, MUELLER 2/Lt
10 June - 3 July 67

Ws Ho HOOVER 2/Lt
1 June - 3 July 67

J. R ASHBURY 2/ILt
10 June - 3 July 67
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Det "A", Bsach Jumper Unit - 1 Jo F. DORSEY LTJG
18 Wune - 2 Jul§ B,

2. LOCATION

< 1-10 June 1967t Operation CIMARRON -~ RVN

+ 11-17 June 19678 Afloat with ARG shipping

- ;18 June - 2 July 1967¢ Operation BEACON TORCH/CALHOUN - RVN
© 13 July: Afloat with ARG shipping

3. | STAFF OFFICERS

{ ' Executive Officer Major J. H. BROUJOS 1 June - 3 July 67

5-1 ' 2/1t B. L. HEATON 1 June - 3 July 67
Sa2 Capt Vo M. SMITH 1 June - 3 July 67
4 5-3 Capt D. W. LEMON 1 June - 3 July 67
‘! S-4 Capt Ro Ro GREEN 1 June - 3 July 67
CommO 1/Lt J. B. DENNY 1 June - 3 July 67

L, AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USMC USN
OFF  ENL OFF  ENL
59 1465 -8 82
{
(!
x‘-‘"upf.‘ ¥ FLEyr) mm
Suutrel
( 3
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PART 11

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Battalion Landing Team 2/3 participated in Operation CIMARRON 1-10 June
1967, while OPCON to CO, 9th Marines. This operation is discussed in detail
in Part IV of this chronology. During the period 11-17 June 1967, the BLT

was embsarked sboard ARG shipping.

This period was devoted primarily to upkeep

and maintenance of organic equipment, shipboard training to include updated
instruction on mines and booby traps and test firing of =mall arms wespons,
and preparation for Operation BEACON TORCH, Operation BEACON TORCH cormenced
18 June 1967, and was terminated 2 July 1967. During this operation, the BLT
also participated in Operation Calhoun, which was epnducted in conjunction
with BEACON TORCH, Operation BEACON TORCH/CALHOUN is discussed in detail in

Part IV of this chronology.
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PART III

1, COMBAT MISSIONS ASSIGNED, See Part IV

2. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONDUCTED

&

bo

Operation CIMARRONs 1-10 June 1967 - RVN
Operation BEACON TORCH/CALHOUNs: 18 June - 2 July 1967 - RVN

3. CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY

VCé NVA
Confirmed 7

Probable 86

L, CASUALTIES SUSTAINED

KIA

0

KIA
0

USMC
OFFICER ENLISTED
WIA MIA DOW KIA WIA MIA DOW
1 0 0 11 118 0 2
USN
OFFICER NLISTED
WIA MIA DOW KIA Elﬁ, MIA DWW
0 0 0 1 0 0

5. NEW TECHNIQUES FMPLOYED, None

6. COMMAND REIATIONS

&eo

b,

Co
de
@o

3 TR
S cammtreky . 5 ‘\“"‘ 'u‘.l‘ﬁ [\ Py

1.1024002 June 1967, 2d Battalion (Roin), 3rd Marines OPCON to CO,
9th Marines.
1-101500H June 1967, Following units of BLT 2/3 OPCON to parent or-
ganizations 3rd Marine Divisions

(1) 3rd Plat, Co B, 3rd Recon Bn,

(2) 2d Plat, (Roins Co A, 3rd AT Bn.

(3) 3rd Plat (-) (Rein), Co B, lst AMTRAC Bn.

(4) 1st Plat (-) (Rein), Co A, 3rd Engr Bn.

(5) Det, LSU, FORLOGCMD

16) 1st Plat (-) (Rein), Co C, 3rd SP Bn.

10001Z - 111800H June 1967. BLT 2/3 (~) OPCON 3rd Marine Division,
111801H June - 3 July 1967, BLT 2/3 OPCON to CTG 79.5. - :
221800H June . 01l1c00H July 1967, 3d Plat, Co B, Jru iwcon Bn OPCON
1lst Recon Bn,
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7. EQUIPMENT, See Part IV if i ¥
Y tWeny ,‘ L , ”
8, LOGISTICS, See Part IV ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ(h§¥§Q$§§iﬂ d s

9, CIVIC ACTION, During Opsration Beacon Torch/Calhoun, the battalion conducted
a limited MEDCAP program from 23-27 June in MONG NGHE (2) Hamlet, QUE SAN Dis-
trict, Quang Tin Province, RVN. A total of 261 patients were received (83 women,
49 elderly men, 129 children). The majority of cases treated were skin disorders
that were caused mainly by the lack of personal hygiene. The children were
thoroughly bathed and soap provided by USS TRIPOLI, was distributed to families,
The elderly patients wers suffering mainly from generic conditions, for which

no treatment could be provided. Dental treatment for approximately 10 persons
was also provided, This treatment consisted mainly of extractions. Six vil-
lagers were evacuated to USS5 TRIPOLI. Two women were treated for shrapnel
wounds, however, the other four were suffering from ailments of long standing
(cancer, genital defects) which would have required prolonged care, and, thus,
could not be treated extensively. The program, though limited, was successful
and well received bw the local populace. .

10, ADMINISTRATION 1 . p

a. PERSONNEL ACCOUNTING. A shortage of consumable supplies still exists.

bo AWARDS, Purple Heart Medal -216,

c. PROMOTIONS. 1stLT.?7, SSGT-1, SGT-25, CP1-189, LCPL-256, PFC~7,

do LEGAL AND DISCIPLINE, One Special Court Martial and one Summary Court
Martial were conducted during this period. One man was confined as a result of
Special Court Martial. There were six cases of company non-judicial punishment,
The following articles of the UCMJ were violated: Article 86 (2), Article 91
(1), Article 112 (2) and Article 113 3).

e. POSTAL. Satisfactory

£. PAY and ALLOWANCES, Satisfactory

g. POST EXCHANGE. The ship store facilities of ARG shipping were utilised
while the BLT was afloat. There were no PX facilitles aveilable during Operation
Beacon Torch/Calhoun. A mobil PX serviced the battalion at Cam Lo srtillery
position during the period 1 - 10 June,

h.. RELIGIOUS SERVICES. Protestant Divine Services were conducted by the
Battalion Chaplain. A total of 17 services were held during this reporting per-
iod with & total attendance of 392, Bible study meetings, held Monday thru
Saturday of each week, resulted in a total attendance of 372, One moral leader-
ship cless was given aboard USS TRIPOLI. The total attendance during this class
was 118. Catholic services were conducted by Chaplain J. E. RYAN, 9th Marines
during the period 1-10 June. Chaplain IVERS, USS TRIPOLI, conducted Catholic b

services while afloat,
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Q « i, RER, The battalion received the following R&R quotas: China Beach -
21, Taipei - 11, Hong Kong - 1,
) ’ 115 .PERSONNEL
- i a. LOSSES
& 3 ('
) 0o USMC UsN
p Battle 2 33 0 3
; Non-battle 0 14 0 0
Admin 0 30 0 0
b. REPLACEMENTS
USMC USN
OFF  EML OFF  ENL
d 3 Z 0 "6

12, INTELLIGENCE, See Part IV

=N

13. COMMUNICATIONS. See Part IV

14, WEATHER, See Part IV

‘ 15, FIRE SUPPORT, See Part IV

16, AIR SUPPORT. See Part IV

17. ACTIVATIONS/DEACTIVATIONS/REDESIGNATIONS, _None

1

M’Wﬁ o
SIS 4 8 g T
S o

DECLASSIFIED



gt

DECLASSIFIED

. ‘e L,')lu . - { PRI )
L}Cfﬂ':?:ugo. ]Zoi "j(%w‘ 24 Battal‘.on, 3d Marines - g S_,, : (/7 |

L

bo o

¥PG, 3dn Francisco 96602
RPN 03/JJ0/pgr

P00 oy
Ser No 6025:67°7
13 June 1967

From¢ Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding Officer, 9th Marines (Rein)

fubjs Combat After Action Report (Operation Cimarron)

Ref: (a) VIETNAM, AMS Series L7014, 1;50,000; Sheets 6342 I, 6442 IV »
(b) 9th Marines Operation Order 7-67 (Operation Cimarron) .

Enels / (1) Overlay of Operation Cimarron RS
1. Operation Cimarron. S

2. Dates of Operation. 1 - 10 June 1967,

3. Location, Operation Cimarron was conducted in GIO LINH and CAM LO
Districts, Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam.,

I, Tesk Organigation

2d Battalion iRainZ, 3d Marines Ma jor BEARD P
H & S Co (-) (Rein _

Det, Hq Bn, 3rd Mar Div

Det, Hq Co, 3rd Mar

Det, B Btry (Rein), 1lst Bn, 12th Mar

Det, 1st "lat (Rein), Co C, 3rd MT Bn.

Co EC‘R;]inZ Capt BOGARD

0
Det, H& S Co

1st Sec, Blmm Mort Plat RN

Det, Med Plat

Det, Intel Sec .
Det, B Btry (Rein), lst Bn 12th Mar
1st Sqd, lst Plat (Rein), Co A, 3rd Engr Bn
Det, 1st Plat (Rein), Co C, 3rd SP Bn

Co F (Rein) Capt VAUGHAN

Co F
Det, H & S Co
2nd Sec, 8lmm Mort Plat
.:.Det, Med Plat
.. Dat, Intel Sec , A
Det, B Btry (Rein), 1lst Bn, 12th Mar

LN b

WL i Ty VLT
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2nd 5qd, T8t PIat(Retn), Co A, 3rd Engr Bn
mt’ lst Plat (Rein)’ Co C’ 3rd SP Bn

Cb ¢_(Rein ' Capt SHEEHAR

Det, H & S Co —pi
Det, Med Plat
Det, Intel Sec

Det, B Btry (Rein), lst Bn, 12th Mar

gg_§C§R§1n2 Capt CULVER
)
Det, H& S Co
Det, Med Plat
Det, Intel Sec
Det, B Btry (Rein), lst Bn, 12th Mar
3rd Sqd, 1lst Plat (Rein), Co A, 3rd Engr Bn
Dot, 1st Plat (Rein), Co C, 3rd SP Bn

106mm RR Plat 2ndLt EIMS

8lmm Mortar Plat (-) 2ndLt JENKINS

5. Supporting Forces

a. Close air support was available to the battalion during this opera-
tion, hewover, no situation arose which required the use of this suppcrt,
and, therafore, none was requested,

b. Helicopter support was avallable for resupply in situations when
priorities greater than routine were to be utilized. These situations did
not exist, and, therefore, requests were not initiated. All MEDEVAC cases
were transported by helicopter to the Dong Ha Combat Base., MEDEVAC heli-
copter support was outstanding,

2. Artillery support was available and utilized by the battalion dur-
Ing thir operation. Support was received from 2d Battalion, 12th Marines
and all missions were elther preplanned or immediate. The preplanned mie-
sions ctnsisted of H & I fires and night defensive registrations arourd
platoon and company patrol bases and other likely avenues of enemy apjroach.
Immediatie missions were requested on suspected enemy positions and amtusk
sites during daylight patrolling activities. A total of 639 rounds of 1(Smm
fire wau delivered in support of the battalion.

d. In order to assist the battalion in its missions of providing sec-
urity for the Cam Lo artillery position, and escort security for convcys
along the MSR in its assigned AO, a platoon of ONTOS from' 3rd AT Bn ard a
platoon of 40mm (SP) from 1st Bn, 44th Fleld Arty, USA was essigned tc the
bYattalion in direct support.

“-W . [ ”'“{C gif[rt) L. )
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6. Intelligence

a. Enemy situstion, Smn'z&h'*md‘Qnmhm:!n = Prior to Operation
Ciimarron,

" (1) Enemy Situation. The area of operation was not considered
to be a VC stronghold or supply area. Enemy intentions in the area were
to disrupt the flow of supplies to U. S. forces at Con Thien, and harass
the upgrading and improvement work in progress on Highway 561.

(2) Enemy Strength. No known or identified enemy units wers
committed in the area of operation. The following surprise firing de-
vizes and mines, implaced prior to Operation Cimmarron, constituted the
imnediate enemy threat throughout the battalion AO,

(a) AP mines reported in Grid Square YD 1767,

(b) Possible AT mines on Highway 561 from coordinates YD
145613 to Con Thien, at coordinates YD 115701.

(3) Enemy Capabilities. The enemy had the capability to move
troope iinto the area of operation from the north and northeast. Thess
iroops would likely be elements of the 8l2th NVA Regiment. Iocal Force
VC unita operating West and South of Cam Lo Villags, coordinatss Y
138595, could also be movad into the area of operation,

b, Enemy Situation and Strength . During Operation Cimarron

(1) There was no contact with enemy forces during the pericd
1 - 10 June 1967. There were five VC initiated incidents during this
perioc; 2 mines, 1 booby trap, 1 artillery, 1 wire cutting.

(o) Company E received 4 incoming artillery rounds frem
ths ncrth on the morning of 2 June 1967. Area of impact was in the
vizinity of coordinates YD 135673 and YD 132663. These rounds may have
besn enemy H & I fire.

(b) On 3 June 1967, a land line betwsen the battalion CP,
at cocrdinates YD 147615, and the Cam Lo bridge, at coordinates YD
143607 was cut in 4 places in the vicinity of coordinates YD 150606.
Ths wire was 15 meters off the road to avoid inadvertsmt cutting by
vohiclpso These four cuts appeared to have been made by wire cutters.

(¢) On 4 June 1967, Company E detonated a surprise firing
device at coordinates YD 173670. This device was on the side of a trail
ani wes believed to be an AP mine.

(d) On 6 June 1967, a bulldozer hit an AT mine at coordi-
nates YD 133626 while working on Highway 561.

v ug e
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(o) "On B Jume 1967, Company E detonated a Chicom grenade
rigged with a nylon monofilament fishing line. This device was rigged
about 4 feet off a trail at coordinates YD 173679,

(2) During the period 1 - 10 June 1967, enemy bunkers were
discovered and destroyed at coordinates YD 121682 and YD 137667. Small
quantites of equipment and supplies were located in these bunkers and
evicuated or destroyed. An enemy camp site consisting of 8 huts and
100 fighting holes was discovered at coordinates YD l%h683. The camp
site sppeared to have been last used in early May 1967, Smsll quantities
of equipment were discovered and evacuated. The camp site was destroyed.

(3) During the period 1 - 10 June 1967, 60mm mortar rounds
were discovered and blown in place at coordinates YD 147628 and YD

136673,

(4) On 3 June 1967, one VCS was apprehended at coordinates VD
122600 as he tried to avoid a Company H patrol. The VCS had no ID caxd,
conld not be identified by the local villagers, and had in his poss:ss-
ion one USMC dog tag. The VCS was evacuated to Dong Ha.

(5) Vietnamese civilians from Ha Thanh Village, coordinates
YD 216698 pass thru the northern part of the area of operation daily ir
order to harvest crops. These daily treks were composed of up to 200
people. On 2 June 1967, the Vietnamese civilians were stopped for idox.-
tificstion purposes at Van Kim Village, coordinates YD 152682. Ths
group, under the leadership of a Catholic priest, were all properly
identified,

c. Summary of Skgnificant Enemy Activities. There were no sigri-
fizant enemy activities during the period 1 - 10 June in the area of
opsration. It is significant to note, however, that although patrol-
ling was extensive, and no enemy contact was made during this period,
mMines and surprise firing devices existed and may still exist in this
ares.

?. Mission. Reference (b) assigned the following missions to 2d Bat.
talior, (Rein), 3d Marines:

(¢) Provide security for artillery position located vicinity 147617.

(b) Position forces along route 561 in ZOA to provide security for
MSR-and ford site vicinity 136666 by aggressive patrolling along the
flanks.

(¢:) Provide security for mine asweep team along route 561 (MSR) in
ZOA.

() Provide security for Cam Lo bridge site.

(e) Provide security for truck convoys between vicinity 145615 and
%n Thieno .

s L
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(f) Control traffic on MSR between Con Thien and vieinity 145615,
eazh convoy having a minimum of one platoon (rein) as security.
(g) Provide security for 11th Engineer Battalion personnel and
eqiipment while upgrading MSR.
(t) Be prepared to provide relief/reinforcement of Gio ILinh, CUA A
Viet Facility and Con Thien CIDG Camp in the event of enemy attack. ¥¥
(1) Conduct ground surveillance and spoiling attacks throughout
AO with assigned forces to detect infiltrating NVA forces.
(J) Be prepared to provide a platoon (rein) reaction force in the
evont Cam Lo Resettlement Village comes under enemy attack.

8. Concept. (Enclosure a)).

a. The battalion established a CP vicinity 147617 and provided
security for the artillery position at this location with two reinforced
rifle companies.

b, Two rifle companies reinforced were positioned along route 561,
(MSR), each establishing platoon patrol base and a company patrol base.
These companies conducted aggressive patrolling along the flanks of the
MSR. -

c. A platoon (rein) was positioned at the Cam Lo bridge site pro-’

viding security for this site.
' d. The following additional missions were assigned to the two rifle
companizs located at artillery position vicinity 147617,

(1) A squad size security element assisted in daily mine sweeps
along the MSR,

(2) A platoon (rein) security element accompanied truck convoys
from 145615 and assisted elements of other companies along the MSR in
maintaining traffic control.

(3% A squad (vein) sigze security element accompanied 1lth Engi-
neor Battalion personnel while they upgraded the MSR.

(4) Provide relief/reinforcement of Gio Iinh, CUA Viet Facility
and Con Thien CIDG Camp on order.

(5) Provide a platoon (rein) reaction force on order in the
evont Cam Io Resettlement Village was attached.

e. Ground surveillance was conducted by all companies throughout
tho AC in order to detect infiltrating NVA forces.

9. Execution

a. Daylight patrolling activities were conducted by Companies E and
F along the MSR and by Companies G and H in the immediate areas sur- ‘
rounding the Cam lo artillery position. Night ambushes were set by all
companies in their assigned sectore. :

b. Company H dispatched a reinforced squad at 0800 daily to act as
security for 11th Engineer Battalion personnel improving the MSR.

oA i
e ‘;y"
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c. Company G provided a squad size security element at 0600
dally to assist 3rd Engineer Battalion personnel conducting a mine
swaep of the MSR,

d. Company G provided a reinforced platoon as security for
truck convoys from the Cam Lo artillery position to Con Thien and
return, The average number of one way trips was six, with approxi-
mately 16 trucks in each convoy.

e. Company G provided a reinforced platoon as security for the
Cam Lo bridge site. ‘

f.' The following incidents which occurred during Operation Cim-
arron are worthy of spscial mention:

(1) 010925H. Company F discovered a booby trapped 60mm
mortar round vieinity 147628,

(2) O011130H, Company E found two dead VC in a bunker at
122683, Bodies were decayed.

(3) 020125H. Company E received 4 rounds of unidentified
mortar or artillery fire near water point located 136666. No cas-
uslties.

(&) 020950H. Company E spot checked 300 civilians for
identification: in the Van Kim area who were harvesting rice. Civil-
ians were from Ha Thanh village and harvest in this area daily.

(5) 031430H. Company G reported the land line to the Cam
Lo River bridge site cut in four places.

(6) 031600H. Company H detained a VCS vicinity 122600,
Search of VCS revealed a Marine dog tag with the following infor-
mation on it: DUKES, J. E. 2159261 USMC, Baptist, Blood Type "A",
Gas Mask Size - "M", VCS was sent to Dong Ha Gombat Base for in-
terrogation.

(7) O41130H, Company E detonated an AP mine while conduct-
ing & sweep vicinity 173670. Company sustained 2 WIA,

(8) 041845H, Company E discovered a camp site with 8 huts
and 100 fighting holes vicinity 164683,

(9) 051230Hs Company E detained 110 civilians on their
way to Van Kim from Ha Thanh. Iocal priest identified all workers
in the party.

(10) - 051440H, Company F reported 1llth Engineer Battalion
bulldozer hit an AT mine on MSR viecinity 133626.

(11) 051815H. Company F dispatched platoon to guard downed
helicopter located vicinity 117603.

(12) 060600H. Company H swept designated area north of Cam
1o and set in a company blocking position to act as security for
visit of Premier Kf to Cam ILo.

(13) 081030H. Company E patrol detonated a CHICOM grenade
vicinity 173679 rigged with a nylon trip cord. Patrol sustained
1

(14) 090800 - 091600H, Battalion made preparations for and
moved from assigned AO to Dong Ha Combat Base.

(15) 100800 - 101500H,

Dong Ha Combat Base. -tuif
AN

i

[ L

Battalion reorganized as a BLT at
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(16) 102400z, Second Battalion (Rein), 3d Marines ¢foppE)
OPCON to 3rd Mar Div and awaited arrival of ARG shipping #o backlda
as an SLF,

10. Results

'ﬁ.ﬁ. Friendly Losses

USMC
- QOFFICER ENLISTED
KIA “WIK MIA  DOW KIA WIE MIA DM
0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1
UsN
OFFICER ENLISTED
KIA “WIA MI§ DOW KIA VWIA  MIA DOM
0 o"go 0 o0 0 0
Vi be [Enemy losses. There were no significant enemy losses recorded
during this operation. As previously stated in paragraph 6, no con-

tact was made with the enemy, however, small quantities of his supplies
and equipment were discovered and destroyed in bunkers in the vicinity
121683. On 3 June 1967, one VCS was apprehended and evactated to Dong
Ha Combat Base.

11, Administrative Matters, Administrative functions were normal to
a battalion conducting field operations. An administrative resr was
established within the confines of the Combat Base located at Dong Ha,
prior to the beginning of Operation Cimarron, and this rear continued
to function in support of the battalion located in the vieinity of Cam
Lo artillery position,

a. §%2211 Techniques, Combat Loads, Ammunition and Weapons Carried
by Assault Troops.

4 (1) Normal resupply of the battalion in the field was accomp-
lished by rough yider from the battalion rear to the separate companies
in the field. Three trucks of the lst Platoon, Company C, 3d Motor
Transport Battalion attached to BLT 2/5 were utiliced to conduct this
resupply. Resupply requests were passed from the S-4 representative in
the field to the S-4 section's administrative rear where supplies were
staged and convoys originated. Supplies of all types were drawn from
the LSA located in Dong Ha. Nominal logistic support was received from
a field LSA located within the battalion perimeter during the first few
days of the operation. No difficulties in resupply were encountered.

(2) The combat loads and weapons prescribed by Administrative
Plan 3-67 and the Battalion SOP for Operations were carried throughout
the operation. No special weapons or equipment were employsd. ’

(3) Battalion Supply, located with the administrative rear,
continu@¥*8onduct normal supply functions throughout the operation
in support of both the rear and forward elements of the battslion. The
supply section made daily runs to Delta Med to recover any wedpons and
equipment of battalion casualtdes.

%\tu‘i} FARER SR B E ? d
LTI § .
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b. Mhinienance. Normal second echelon maintenance was conducted
by the battalion throughout the operation, Thipd echelon maintenance
was available through FSLU located in Dong Ha. '

ce TIreatment of Casualties, Evacuation, and Hésg&talization

(1) First echelon medical care was provided by corpsmen at-
tached directly to the rifle companies, and by four corpsmen attached
to the command group.

e, |

S, S

(2) A rear BAS consisting of two medical officers and the re-
mainder of the corpsmen was established at the Dong Ha Combat Base, and
provided care for all rear area presonnel as well as for patients sent
from the field. A small field hospital was set up in this area for
care of patients with minor wounds, infections etc., who could be re-
turned to their companies after short duration care.

(3) A daily sick call was held by a medical officer at both
Cam Io and Dong Ha, and patients were brought by jeep ambulance from
each of these locations to "D" Msd in Dong Ha for second echelon care.
Emergencies were evacuated by helicopter directly to the "D" Med faci-
lity. Patients who needed third echelon care were evacuated quickly
and efficiently from Dong Ha to either "A" Med Battalion in Phu Bai or
to the N. S. A, Hospital in Da Nang,

(%) A summary of casualties is as follows:

USMC USN
OFF ~ ENL OFF  ENL

KIA 0 0 0 0
WIA (evac) 0 2 0 0
WIA (Non evac) 0 0 0 0
Non Battle 0 Ly 0 0
DOW's 0 1 0 0

(5) Three cases of malaria, presumably contracted in previous
operations around the DMZ, were evacuated. No cases of heat exhaustion
were evacuated. The remainder of the non-battle casualties constituted
dental problems, spraing and other non serious conditions. No DOW's
or morbidity due to delayed evacuation was encountered.

d. Iransportation. The battalion had limited organic vehicles
ashore during Operation Cimarron. A detachment of the 1st Platoon, Com-
pany C, 3rd Motor Transport Battalion augmented these vehicles and pro-
ved to be of considerable value in resupplying the forward slements of
the battalion, Hellcopters were used only once throughout the operat-
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ion for a tactical move, but served as the primary }ransportation means
in the evacuation of casualties. The relief and movement of the bat-
talion from Cam Lo to Dong Ha Combat Base was accomplished in coordi-
nation with the 9th Marine Regiment and the 9th Motor Transport Battal-
ion, :

e. Communications

(1) During Operstion Cimarron, the communications section was
responsible for providing convoy control communication for the convoy
route from Dong Ha, through Cam Lo, and to Con Thien. A PRC-25 was
sufficient for this purpose. In addition, radio eircuits were provided
for the battalion TAC net and a special night defense net which linked
all units manning the defensive perimeter of the Cam Lo artillery posi-
tion.

(2) Two TRC-27 were used to provide radio-relay links with
the 9th Marines and the battalion resr, both located at the Dong Ha
Combat Base. Intergrated wire systems were installed both at the bat-
talion CP and battalion rear utilizing two SB-22 switchboards.

(3) Communications during Operation Cimarron were generslly
excellent with no unusual problems arising.

fo Medical Evaluation i

l. Medical care on all echelon levels and evacuation procedures
were satisfactory for care of the battalion.

2. The incidence of malaria in the battalion was far below that
encountered by other units participating in operations near and in the
DMZ, where the disease was presumably contracted.

None

13, Commander's Analysis. The battalion's participation in Operation
Cimarron was solely one of security, and was characterigzed by negative

eneny contact. There were no interruptions to convoy movement or road
improvement along the MSR. It 1s believed that this was due largely

to the aggressive patrolling conducted by Companies E and F along route

516, the coordinated procedures which were used to sweep and maintain

the MSR, and the manner in which traffic control was maintained,utilig- =~
ing prominently spaced check polnts backed up by good communication,with
convoy commanders.

f e
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1ishADQUARTERS ool
Baitelion Landing Team 2/3 ‘ - Go
FPO, San Francisco 96602
03/J30/pgr
3000
3 July 1967

Ser No, 0028-67

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commsnder, Special landing Force Bravo

Subj: Combat After Action Report (Operation Beacon Torch/Calhoun)
Ref: (a) Maps: VIETNAM, AMS 1:50,000 L7014, Sheets 6640 I, 6640 II,
6640 I1I, 6640 1V,
(b) CTG 79.5 Frag Order (Operation Beacon Torch).
(¢) CTG 79.5 Frag Order (Operation Calhoun),
Fncls (1)v Overlay of Opersiion Beacon Torch/Calhoun,

1. Qperation BEACON TORCH/CALHOUN

2. Dates of Operation:

a., BEACON TORCH 180600H ~ 021300H July 1967
b, CALHOUN 280600H June ~ 011200H July 1967

3¢ location, Operation Beacon ‘Porch/Calhoun was conducted in Duy Xuyen
Dustrnct, Quang Nam Province, and Thang Binh and Que Son Districts, Quang
Tin Province, Republic of Vietnam.

b, Task Organizations

BLT 2/3 Ma jor BEARD
H& S Co (<) (hein)
Det, Ho Bn, 3rd Mar Div
Det, Ho Co, 3rd Mar
Det, B Btry (lein), 1st Bn, 12th Mar
Det, 15th Daatal Co
2nd Clearing Plet (Rein), Co B, 3rd Med Bn
1st Plat (~) (Rein), Co A, 3rd Engr Bn
1st Plat (-) (Rein), Co C, 3rd ML Bn
1st Plat (-) (Kein), Co C, 3rd SP Bn
Det, (-) LSU, For Log Omd

o .

WaaRyT
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Co E (Rein)

UNGLESSIFIED

Co E

o

Dot, H & § Co
1st Sec, 8lmm Mort Plat
Det, Med Plat
Det, Intel Sec

Det, B Btry (Rein), lst Bn 12th Mar
Det, 1st Plat (Rein), Co A, 3rd Engr Bn
Dot, 1st Plat (Rein), Co C, 3rd SP Bn

Co I (Rein)
Co F
Dety, H & S Co
2nd Ssc, 81mm Mort Plat
Det, Med Plat
Det, Intel Sec
FAC T
Det, B Btry (Rein), lst Bn,
Det, 1st Plat (Rein), Co A,
Det, Jst Plat (Rein), Co C,

Co G Sﬂeinz
Co G

Det, H & S Co
3rd Sec, 8lmm Mort Plat
NGF Spot Tm
Del, Med Plat
Det, Intel Sec
Det "A" (~) BJU-d
Dst, B Btry (Rein), lst Bn,
Dot, 1st Plat (Rein), Co A,

Co_li_(Rein)
Co B
Det, H & S Co
4th Sec, 8lmm Mort Plst
Det, Med Plat
et, Intel Sec
Det, "A" (.) BJU..L
Dot, B Btry (Rein), lst Bn,
Dot, 1st Plat (Rein), Co A,
Iht, ]Bt Pllt (Raj.n)g CO C,,

106mm RR Plat

12th May
3rd Engr Bn
3rd SP Bn

12th Mar
3rd Engr bn

12th Mar
3rd Engr Bn
3rd SP Bn

npe By (o) (Rein), 1st Do, 12th Mar

e

.
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Capt BOGARD

Capt VAUGHAN

Capt SHEEHAN

Capt CULVER

2nd It. ELMS

Capt FILE
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{ Provisional Comp:ay ¥ 1st Lt HUGHES
= Det, (-), LSU, For Log Cmd

st Plat (-) (Rein), Co C, 3rd MT Bn

st Plat (~) (Rein), Co C, 3rd SP Bn

lat (Rein), Co B, lst AMIRAC Bn 2r.¢ T4 RUSH
3rd Plat, Co B
Det, H & S Co, 1lst AMTRAC Bn

2nd Plat (Rein), Co A, 3rd At Bn 2nd Lt LAWLER
2nd Plat, Co A

Det; H & S Co, 3rd AT Bn

3rd Plat, Co B, 3rd Recon Bn 1st Lt CARRIGAN
2nd Plat (Rein), Co A; 3rd Tank Bn 2nd It O'NIEL
2nd Plat, Co A
(g Det, H & S Co, 3rd Tank Bn

5. Supporting Foroces

a. Alr, artillery and Naval gunfire, were the supporting forces
available to the BLT. Naval gunfire was not utilized due to the availa-
bility of air or ertillery when support was required, The effectiveness
of air and artillery support is discussed below.

d b, Tanks were utilized during the first three days of the operation,
where their effectiveness appeared to be as much psychological as actual
thus limiting their use due to a lack of appropriate targets. As the
BIT moved farther inland, the tanks were back loaded to amphibious ship-
ping as the tanks were not capable of crossing the Troung Giang River.

c. Fach rifle company was provided close combat engineer support for
the destruction of enemy fortifications. The attachment of this support,
[ﬁ at rifle company levcl, proved to be the most effective method of employ-
ment, allowing inmediste and ecffective destruction of enemy fortifications
as the battalion moved through areas where search and destroy missions
were conducted,

do Alr Support:
(1) Fixed wing and UH-1KE's provided by the 1lst MAW, wers used
for preplenned and immediate missions, especially during the initial

portion of the operation as targets were discovered. Particularly note-
worthy is the excellent close air support provided by the UH-1E's.

Q
- ; «~nT
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The inharent mobility and manuverability of these aircraft, esposieshidy
st near ground level altitudes, enabled the battalion to utilize this
weapon Lo pinpoint and destroy targets of opportunity, such as snipers
and small groups of enamy with an amazing degrese of accuracy and time- -
liness. All close air support was controlled by the battalion ALNO,
FAC's and Marine TAC (A). Fixed wing aircraft conducted eight missions
delivering 36,000 pounds of ordnance vhile the Ul.1E's expended 700
rockets in support of BLI 2/73.

(2) Logistical support, MEDEVAC, troop landing and tactical

troop movement support. were furnished by CH-46's from HMM 164 while
CH~53%s from lst MAW provided movement for the Artillery Battery. Logi-
stical support was satisfactory, although at times, delay in response to
early morning logistical requirements caused delay in tactical movement .
The two troop movemenis conducted by CH-46'2s were deficisnt in that land-
ing zones actuslly utilized were not thoss requested and approved, re-
sulting in a loss of lactical mobility. The delay in completing the dise-
placement of Battery “B" by CH-53"s was also unscceptable and could have
adversely affected the tactical situation. The response to MEDEVAC re-
quests, especially from units on the move wis immediate and very satis-
factory.

e. Artillery. Artillery suppori wes availsble and utilized by the
battalion during this operalion. Support was received from 2d Battallon,
12th Marines and all missions were either preplanned or immediate. The
preplanned missions consisted of H & 1 fires and night defensive regis-
trations around platoon and company patrol bases and other likely avenues
of ensmy epproach. Immediate missions were requested on suspected enemy
positions and ambush sites during daylight patirolling activities. A
total of 81% rounds of 105mm fire was delivered in support of the battal-
ion,

6., Intelligence

a. Fnemy Situstion, Strength end Capebilities Prior to Operation
RIEACON. TROCH

(1) Enemy Situation. The area of operation was a forward logi-
slics base snd possible training area for suppori of operations in ithe
river Jdelta and coastal plrine.

(2) Enemy Strengths

(a) 1st En, 3rd NVA Regiment. e eb————

T

Mooeigon: Al 015305 W@MSSK&HE@

(b) 3rd Bn, 3vd NVA Reriment. -
Strengths 00
Jocetion: B 087373

Vo Bl
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¢) 3rd NVA Regiment (Headquarters) S,

Strength: 210
Locetions BT 080260

V.28 local Force Company
Strength: 100
Locations BI 160470

(¢) V-9 local Force Company
Strength: 100
location: RT 190530

(f) Unidentified NVA Batt:lion
Strengtht 400
Locations BT 190530

(g) Unidentified local Force Company
Strength: 100
Jocation: BT 220520

l

‘i (h) District Iocal Guerrills Forces
District Strength
Que Son 702
Duy Xuyen 852

(1) The enemy was equipped with 120mm mortars, 82mm mortars,
Q 81mm mortars, 60mm mortsrs, 57mm RR, 14,7 AA/MG, automatic weapons and
small arms.
(3) Enemy Capahilities. Ine ereny had the capability tos
(2) Attack with a force of up to one NVA Regiment.
(b) Defend with a force of up to one NVA Regiment.

’E {¢) Reinrorce in corpectior: with (a) or (b) above.

(d) Evede direct contact and resort to spoiling attacks,
ambushes, and herassment w:th rmines end swprise firing devices.

b Enemx“§§££ngthhgnd”gwtuayjqn“,L{prggg‘operation BEACON TORCH.

(1) 18_June 1967. The helicopter landing of companies H and F
in the vicinity of coordinztes BT 214173 was unopposed, although three
of the assault helicopters did receive semi-automatic fire from the vic-
inity of coordinatles BI £1v4%7. 1he waterborne assault at coordinates
BT 230518 by Comparny G was unopposed. At 0935H, Company H received sami.
Mmetic fira and ten 80mm rovnds. The main enemy force encountered in
ihe vicinily of coordirates BT 211504 consisted of an estimated 100 men
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wearing 1ighti green uniforms. This force, believed Lo be & main force
company, choose to defend from approximately 15401 until being driven
from its position lale 3n the evening. Contact was then broken by the
enemy unit. Semi-sutometic fire end sniper fire was received during the
day at coordinetes BT 19195 and RT 206193, (- the evening of 18 June
1967, the Battalion CP received two hand grentdes al coordinates BT
202082, FEnemy casualiies for 18 June 1967 were 31 KIA (confirmed), 50
KIA (probable) end 2 VCS,

(2) 12hggggwlg§?£. 19 June 1967 was characterized by sniper and
semi-automatic fire. Fire wes received from the vicinity of coordinates
BT 211517 and BI 166519, One VCS earrying 3 preen uniforms was captured
at coordinstes BT 172528 while signaling to three VC. Two thousand lbs.
of rice was discovered and destroyed at ccordinates BT 172528, Enemy
losses for 19 June 1967 were 1 XKIA (probeble), 1 VCS, 3 uniforms and

2,000 pounds of rices

(3) 20 June 1967. 20 June 1967, was similar to 19 June, in that
the enemy employed semi-sutometic fire and sniper fire to harass friendly
Lroop activity from approximataly O700H to 1900H, Fire was received from
vicinity of coordinates BT 162497, B 195487, Bt 170528, BT 214557, BT
169528 and Bl 202482. Eight bunkers and '/ rounds of 57mm recoilless rifle
ammunition were discovered and destroyed at vicinity coordinates BT
214557, One VCS was apprehended at coordinates BI 167522 and two more
VCS at coordinates BT 139488, Imemy losses for 20 June 1967 were 4 KIA
(confirmed), 3 VCS, 8 bunkers and 7 rounds of 57mm recoilless rifle am-
muriition.

(4) 21 June 1967. Light enomy econtact characterized the major-
ity of 21 June 1957, with sniper fire and automatic weapons flre recelved
from coordinates BT 202482, RT 145502 and BT' 203448. On the evening of
27 June 1967, Compeny G vas lolen under fire by 20 NVA soldliers dressed
in light green uniforms at coordinates BT 090478, Upon receiving fire
from Company G, the caomy broke contret and moved wosts Bieycle tracks
on o 50 yard front with deep wheel fupressions were discovered on an axis
from coordinates BT 090478 to BT G386 to DT 0904BB to BT 091496, Enemy
Jenses for 21 Juno 1967 wore 2 KTh (confirmed), and 2 KIA (probable).

(5) 22 June 1967. Snipur and sewi-aulomatic weapons fire from
coordinates BT 09GNLB0, BT 202488, LT 098473 and BT 116404 constituted
enemy contact on 22 June 1967, One WS wes apprehonded at coordinates
Bi 112482, Company G encountered a M-15 anti.persornel mine at coordi-
nalos BT 083490, Company E discovered 100 unexploded "Butterfly" bomb-
Tots at coordinates BT 0BO507. Fnemy losues for 22 June 1967 were 1 VCS,

. © | UNELASSIFIED
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(6) 23 _June 1967. On 23 June 1967, contact was limited to semi.
automatic weapons fire from coordinates BT 068447 and BT 063484. An ex-
ploding device and an anti.personnel mine were found and destroyed at
coordinates BT 078496 and two more mines wers discovered and destroyed at
BT 092452, One VCS wes spprehended at sverdinates BI' 119477 and three
more from Bl 142462, Three hundred pounis of rice were discovered and
evacuated from coordinates BT 075478 and 1,500 additional pounds from BT
081482, Company E found “Butterfly" bomblets at coordinates BT 119487.
Enemy losses for 23 June 1967 were 4 VCS and 1,800 pounds of rice

(7) 24 June 1967, Contact with the enemy on this day consisted
of semi-automatic fire received at coordinates BT 157456 and contsct with
an estimated 20 VC at coordinates BT 089470, Company G reported 8 KIA
(confirmed) as a result of an air strike at coordinates BT 089470, The
following fortifications/positions were destroyed: Mortar position and
trench line at coordinates BT 131454; ihree fresh fighting holes at co-
ordinates BT 122460 and a tunnel complex at coordinates BT 089470, One
ls VC was captured at coordinates BT 089470. Equipment and supplies capt-

ured on 24 June 1967 included: 6,000 potinds of rice, 4,000 pounds of
potatoes, eating utensils for 200 men and a seabag of documents and
medicel supplies at coordinates BT 081481ﬁ‘a uniform, civilian clothes,
a gas mask, eating utensils and a bicycle 'at coordinates BT 089470;

and fifteen sand bags of sugar, 300 pounds of charcol, a small amount
of medical supplies and 6,460 pounds of rice at coordinates BT 089470,
In addition to these supplies end equipment, enemy losses for 24 June

(i 1967 were 8 KIA (confirmed) and 1 VC captured,

co Enemy Sitnation, Stremgih and Capabilitdes-Prior to Operation
CALHOUNS

(1) Enemy Situetion. The ares of operation was a forward logi-
siics base and possible trajning srea for support of operations in the
river delta and coastal plains.

lb (2) Enemy Strenglh, No known enemy units were reported in the
Area of Operations.

(3) Enemy Cepebilitigec The ensmy has the capabllity tos

(a) Avoid contact and harass friendly units with sniper
{ire and surprise firing cevicas.

(b) Reinforce the area of operations.

(¢) 1n connection with (b) above, to attack or defend loc-
ally if offered an advantageous tacticel situation.

§| )

[Ty
eLASsii

DECLASSIFIED



R

IR Tt TS

DECLASSIFIED

® %
e | UGLASSIFIED

d.  EBTY SUFSTEUI YT CTths Lion-During Operation CALIOUN,

et o

(1) 25 June 1967. One incident of smiper firve at coordinates
Bl 157456 constituted snemy cortact on 25 Ju~e 1967. Three VCS were
apprehended at coordinates LI Ur5400 and anotissr at 11 084446, Four
bear traps, 500 pounds of rice ard 100 pounds ot tapioca were discovered
at coordinates BT 055448, and 4,000 pounds of rice and six bear iraps
at BT 055447, A VC, tentatively identified as chief of training end
operations cadre on the province level was shol and killed at coordinates
BT 055447, Records and supplies were recovered. In addition to the
supplies listed shove enemy losses for 25 dJune 1967 were 4 VCS, and 1
K14 (confirmed).

(2) 26 June 1967. Contact with the enemy on 26 June 1967, was
linited to firing on 3 VC &t coordinates BI' 04hl3L, resulting in 1 K1A
(confirmed), and the recovery of 1 rifle and 1 psir of shoes. One tun-
nel wae discovered and destroyed st coovdinates BT 061461, and caves at
coordinates BT 068467 and BI' 083412. A totsl of 27,800 pounds of rice
aad 250 pounds of svgar were discovered and evscusted from coordinates
KI 062455, BT 052047, HI' 066464 and B 052445, 1n addition to the sup-
plies and equipment listed above, enemy losscs for 26 Juno 1967 were
one KIA (confirmed).

(3) 27 June 1967, On 27 June 1967, one VCS wae apprehended at
coordinates NI 159h5O end two more VCS at KT 156449, An exploding de-
vice with markings "“Bemb, fuvse. FON Y ARV e found and destroyed at
coordinstes 1 122473 » cigerotle Jighler with "403" on the front was
discovered at coordinates BT 156449, TIn addition to the 3 VCS, enemy
losses for 27 June 1967 dneluded 10,000 pounds of rice discovered and
evecuated from coordinates I 059441,

(%) 26 June 1907, 'There wes negative enemy contact on 28 June
1967. luokers weve discoverad sud destroyed «l cnordinstes Bl 051444
A P O97W4L,  One VOS wab detained at coordinstes BI 16644E. Ineny

losges for 28 June 1967 were one ViS.

(5) 29 June 1967, lLremy contact on o4 e 1967, was Jimited
Lo eniper fire at coordinatos MBI 172867 aud J VU engsged st coordinetes
B 135429, Two civilisns reporied %0 enemy al coordinates BT 113427 at
0600H moving rapidly in ¢ souliwesierdy aiveceliou. They wore dressed
in hlack pajamas, carried packs sud were armed wilh carbines and rifles.
Due L0 a difference in mccent, 245 of the eneny were belleved to he NVA.
One VCS was apprehendad st coordingtes Bl 127406,  Fnemy losses for 29
Juno 1967 were two KiA (confirmed), 1 KlA (probeble), two VCS sud eight
oo eks of rices

o -
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(6) 30 _June 1967, On 30 June 1967, semi-automatic rifle fire
was received from coordinates BI' 192454, BF 207464, and BT 217465. Fri-
endly fire into these three areas rasulied in enemy losses for 30 June
1967, of 5 K1A (confirmed), 3 KIA (probalile), ss well as a Chicom gre-
nade, one AK-47, one carbine uud miscetiuneous HVA 7U2 gear recovered
at coordinates BT 192454,

(7) 1.July 1967, FEnemy contaci on 1 July 1967 was limited to
semi-automatic fire received from ine vicinity of coordinates BT 239448,
Ten punji pits and spider holes were discovered and destroyed at coord-
inates BI' 241482, One of the punji pits was rigged with a Chicom gre-.
nadeé Enemy losses for 1 July 1967 were iwo VCS apprehended at BI
235485,

(8) 2 July 196/, Early on the morning of 2 July 1967, the enemy

probed friendly lines with automatic and semi-automatic weapons fire at

Ii coordinates BT 244478, At first 1ight, one MAS-36 rifle, an anmunition
bell, a pouch and three medical vials were discovered at coordinates BT
242481 and two Chicom grenades and &n M.26 grenade at coordinates BT
oly76, In addition Lo this equipment, enemy losses on 2 July 1967 were
throe KIA (confirmed), and three KXA (probable). Operation BEACON TORCH/
CALHOUN terminated at 021300H July 1967.

oo Summary of Significant Enemy Activities. There were no signifi-
Q cant enemy activities during Operation BEACON TORCH/CAIHOUN, However
' two points are worthy of comment.

(1) The Vietl Cong appearsd tu completely control the civilians
in the area of operations esst of the Yruong Giang River, Indoctrination
and enemy propaganda seemed extensive; civilians/VCS were generally un-
cooperative, and the civiliens in most case flatly refused to be evac-
uated to RVN areas, even though they were exposed to artillery fire and

l! alr strikes.

(2) In the area known sz "Fsgoda Valley", the Viet Cong made no
visible attempt to defend rice caches or to evacuate the 31 tons of rice
captured in this area. This sitnation is stiributed equally to two rea-
sons: (a) The enuny did not expect tle operation to extend the length
of "Pagoda Valley"; and (b), once friendly forces reached into the valley
in force, defense of the area until ihe rice caches could be evacuated
was no longer tactically advisable or adventageous since the cache would
still have beer lost as well ss casualties in its defense.

‘ GHELASSIFIED
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7. Mpsion ———-

ao Operation BEACON TORCH, On D-Day at L.H hour BLT 2/3 lands in
desdpgrated Jarding Zone/Beach areas to seocure landing Foree Objectives
1y 25 5 and 45 oconduots searuh and destroy operations in assigned sector
witl meximum effort to prevent the eremy from jnufiltration/exfiltration
Trom syeap designates ore rifle cumpany ag Lanaing koros Peserve, pre-
pared Lo lend by helicepler or surfacei provides platcor gipe sparrow

hawk force from ressrve conpany.

be Operation CALHOUN, BIT 2/3 on order conducts Search snd Destroy
operstions in assigned Area of Operation, snd be prepared to execute a

Lectical withdrawele

8, Concept of Uperations

e, _Operation BEACON TORCH

(1) BLT 2/3 sonduoted a helicopler/waterborne asseult into an
assipned landing/beach area to secure Landing Force Objectives 1, 2, 3
s e Iwo rifle companies with s command group lsnded by hslicopter,
recured the gone, moved to seours landing Force Objectives 1 and 2 and
contugled olearing operations in the center of the assigned ZOA north to
Lhe Cua Dai River. One company with Llank mupporl landed over red beach
and moved north Lo secure landing Force (bjeetive 4. Fither asssult force
would be directed to seipe lLanding Foroe Objestive 3, The sertillery bat-
Lery, provisional company, & second nommand group, shd reserve company
would be landed by halicopter on order of tbe Hstislion Commander, to aid

In securing sssipned obiectives.

b. Operation CALHOUN
(1) BLD 2/3 eonduetrd dlligent search and Jestroy operations to
the sonthwest in assigned 70A and on order, vonducted a tactical with-

Jdrswe] {rom the areas.

Yy Mxecution
». Uperation BEACON TOKCH

(1) 1B0630H, Assault elements, Company I landed LZ CARDINAL.

(2) 1B0646Hs Company b secured L& GARINNAL.
(f) 1807450, Command Group A lended L7 CARDINAL
() 180796H, Assault elemeris, Company H landed LZ WREN, Re.
colved small arms firae vieinity BT 217497,
Q\ () 16080uHs Compamy G, lended Ked Hesch.
(6) 1808458,  Compsny I, received inicinelion fxom cdvilians

P ! ,
{het rouls of margh 5 north was mired, viclutty of BT 437212,
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(7) 180857H., 2nd Platoon (Rein), Company A, 3rd Tank Battalion
landed Red Beach.

(8) 180930H., Company H, received small arms fire and two rounds
€0mm mortars vicinity of BT #68212., Celied in gun ships with negative
rosults., No casuallies.

(9) 180945H, Company H, discoversd four (&) killed and four (&)
wounded civilians vicinity BT 468212. Wounded civilians evacuated to HOI
AN,

(10) 180950H. Command Group A received small arms fire vicinity
BT 479207, No casualties.

(11) 180955H. Company E, landed LZ WREN,

(12) 181130H. Company E, received small arms fire from vicinity
of Objective #l, Returned fire and conlinued in advance. No casualties.

(13) 1B1135H. Company H, received small arms fire vicinity BT
495205, Estimated enemy force as platoon size, well dug in. Returned
smal) arms fire with 60mm mortars and gun ships. No casualties.

(14) 181140H, Company G, moving for Objective #4.

(15) 181210H, Company G, uncovered two (2) enemy suspects vici-
nity BT 538220, who were evacuated to rear ares.

- (16) 181245H. Company E, engaged in fire fight with enemy size
force of seven (7) vicinity BT 185500, One (1) enemy confirmed at this
time. No friendly casualties.

(17) 181255H, Company E, search of area indicated blood trails
and used bandages. Three (3) enemy KIA (probable), No friendly casual-
ties.,

(18) 18125%H., Company H, observed enemy size of thirty (30) in
open area vicinity BT 205500. Csalled in gun shipse

(19) 181330H. Composite Company, (GR November) landed LZ WREN,

(20) 181330H. Company F, observed enemy size force of ten (10)
in vieinity BT 195469, Called in fixed wing., Pilot reported two (2)
enemy KIA (confirmed).

(21) 181425H. Company E, secured Objective #1.

(22) 181515H. B Battery, lst Batielion, 12th Marines landed LZ
WREN,

(23) 181530H. Company E, discovered fifty (50) punji traps and
fighting holes vicinity of BI' 177508. Destroyed obstacles and positions.

(24) 1B1540H. Company H, reported one hundred (100) enemy wear-
jng light green uniforms carrying packs and weapons vicinity of BT 211504,
Engaged enemy with small arms fire, 60mm mortars and fixed wing. Enemy
returned fire in Company H area. Resault of air coverage 23 enemy KIA
(confirmed) and 44 enemy KIA (probable).

(25) 181555H, Command Group B landed LZ WREN,

(26) 181600B, Company H, pulled back from enemy contact to call
in edditional air support vicinity of Bl 211504, Company H suffered five
(5) XKIA, fourteen (14) WIA and forty three (43) Non-Battle Casuslties.

.
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(27) 1816058, Cowpany ¥, moved to assist Company l vicinity of
BT 211504, Swept ares west of Company H with negative results.

(28) 1B1645H. Company G, started sweep of Objective #4, sup-
borted by gunships, resulting in three (3) enemy KIA (oonfirmed).

(29) 181852H, Company G, evacuated one (1) family of five (5)
to HOL AN, Family had proviously ldentified iwu (2) VC3.

(30) 181815H, Command Group, GR November and Buttery receiving
small armg fire vicinity of LZ WREN,

(31) 181900H. Company ki secured Objeciive #2.

(32) 181900H, Companies F and H receiving smsll arms fire and

eight (8) rounds of 6lmm mortar fire vicinity of BI' 206504, and BI' 206493,
Company F suffersd 1 KIA and 7 WIA, Company H suffered 6 WIA.

(33) 181900H, Received Frag Order #1 from CIG 79.5.

(34) 181915H. Company G, secared Ubjective #l.

(35) 181930H. Company ¥, swept area front of Company H with small
arms {ire, 60mm and 8lmm mortars. Called in fixed wing support vieinity
BT 214504, Results of sweep were two (2) enemy KIA (confirmed) and two
(2) enemy KIA (probable).

(36) 182240H, Issued krag Order #36-67.

(37) 1823154, Command Group received two (2) enemy grenades dur-
ing probe of perimeter. No casualties.
=T (38) 1909000, Company G, upon destroylng two (2) 500 pound jombs
vieinity of BT 210560, suffered one (1) WIA from bomb fragments.

(39) 190945H, Company ¥, received sniper and automatic fire vic-
inity BY 211517. Returned small arms fire, 60mm and 8lmm mortar fire.
Three (3) friendly WIA and one (1) enemy KIA (confirmec) and one (1)
enemy KlA (probable).

(40) 191145,  Company Hy vicinity of B1 203513 encountercd ensny
force of 15, Taken under fire by small arms. Enemy believed to have
movad in northwesterly direction. No casualties.

(41) 191150M, Detached Tanks from Company G to vieinity of Com-
pehtes ¥ and H, in direct support oi Company e

(42) 191200H. Company L, received snlper fire from hut vicinity
of Bl 166519, returncd fire with M.79. Hat destroyed and sniper silenced.
One (1) enemy KIA (probatiie),

(43) 191300H, Reach Jumper [eam detached from Company G, returned
to US55 Tripold.

(44) 191335H, Cowmposite Compeny, discovered 500 pounds of rice,
vicelnity of BT 200478, Rice evacuated {o HOL AN.

(45) 191615H. Company H, uncovered eight (8) vats of buried rice,
sach weighing about 25 pounds violnity of BT 185518, Destroyed rice by
burniug due to being on move and unable to evicuate.

(46) 191705H, Company E, discovered woman signalling across river
vicinity of BT 169521, Three (3) enemy seon and taken under small arms
fire. One enemy XIA (confirmed)s One (L) detainee svacuated to HUL AN,

L
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47) 191830, Companies F and H secured (bjective #3.
8) 191845H. Attached Tanks returned to Company G positions.
(49) 191850H, Received Frag Order #2 from CTG 79.5.

(50) 191900H. "B" Battery received sniper fire in vieinity of
Ratnvned fire with small arms and sniper silenced. "BY Battery
gsuastained two (2) WIA's.

(51) 1922004, CP receiving proves of perimeter. No casualties.
(52) 192345H. Issued Frag Order #39-67.
X‘lr-—/"(53) 200740H, CP receiving sniper fire., Returncd fire with small
V arms sileneing sniper. H & 5 Company suffered fwo (2) WiA.

agtilille..

(54) 200845H. Company E, executed river crossir: ity of
BT 163515,
(55) 200930H. Company H, jumped off from Objective , . in movew-

ment to river crossing position, vicinity of BT 169522,

(56) 200930H. Beach Jumper Team rejoins Company G.

(57) 201000H. Company E, receiving small arms fire vicinity of
Objective #6, Returned fire with 60mm mortars and small arms. No casual-
ties,

~§ (58) 201055H, Company E, secured Objective #0..
(59) 201200H. Composite Company patlrol vicinity of BI 195487,
" Received small arms fire. Returned fire with small arms. One (1) enemy
KIA (confirmed). Apprehended three (3) VCS detainces which were evacuated
. to_USS.Tripoli, Destroyed 15 enemy positions.

(60) (211230H. Composite Company patrol returned to CP with one

(1) woman and one (1) child that had been wounded seriously. Lvacuated
e to USS Tripoli.

(61) 201230H. Company G, discovered eight (8) bunkers and seven
(7) rounds of 57mm Recoilless Kifle ammundtion, vieinity of BT 215553,
Destroyed in place.

(62) (211250H. Issued modifacation to Frag Order #39-67. Com-
pany E to seize Objective #7. Company G to land in assigned LZ and selze
Objective #8, then proceed onto Objective #9. Upon seizure of Objective
#7, Company E be prepared to seize Objective #10.

(63) 201335H. lead elements of Company H across river at vici-

{ﬂ nity BT 169522 encountered grest difficuliy in fording.

(64) 201400H. Company G, landed L% Blue Jay. Upon being lifted,
received small arms fire vicinity of BT 210558. Returned fire, resulting
in one (1) enemy KIA (confirmed).

(65) 2015001, Companies E and G, secured Objectives #7 and #8
respectively. _

(66) 201600H. Company H completed river crossing and moving to-
ward Objective #5.

(67) 201655H. Company H, received small arms fire vicinity of
BT 170528, Called in artillery, firing 70 rounds 105mm. Results were
six (6) enemy KIA (probable), with excellent target coverage.
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(68) 201700H, Company F, arrived CP perimeter and assumed re-
sponsibility with Composite Company.

(69) 201705Hs Company H, apprehended one (1) VCS vicinity of BT
166522, Evacusted to USS Tripoli.

(70) 201730H, Company G, apprehended two (2) VCS vicinity BT
139488, Evacuated to USS Tripoli,

(71) 201800H, Company H secured Objective #5.

(72) 201900H. Companv M, received small arms fire vicinity BT
169528, Called in artillery silencing enemy fire., No casualties.

LN

(73) 201900H. H & S Company received small) arms fire in the

" virinity of CPs Returned small arms fire. H & S Co suffered two

(2) WIA's,

(74) 202000H, Heceived Frag Order #3 from CTG 79.5.

(75) 202150H, Female CHIEN HOI {runed herself in at CP peri
neter. She was slightly wounded.

(76) 202210H, CP perimeter received small arms fir¢ on outer
edge of perimeter., Called in gun ships. No casualties.

77) 202300H. Issued Frag Order #40-67,

78) 210820H. Company G, secured ObJjective #9.

(79) 210830H. Company E, secured Objective #10,

(80) 210930H. Company H, received small arms fire vieinity BT
145502, Returned fire with artillery. Company H suffered two (2) WIA's,

(81) 210930H. Company F, received sniper fire into CP perimeter,
Returned fire, sniper silenced. Company F suffered (1) WIA.

(82) 211200H, Company F, squad size patrol received small arms
fire vicinity of BT 200480, Returned fire, and observed enemy in spider
traps and fighting positions. Three (3) friendly WIA's,

(83) 211700H. Company G, received small arms fire from an esti-
mated enemy force of about twenty (20) men dressed in light green uni-
forms., Returned small arms fire with morturs and gun ships. Results
were two (2) enemy KIA (probable), and two (2) friendly WIA's,

(84) 211700H. Command Groups A and B displaoed forward to join
with Company H, vicinity of BT 122473.

(85) 211750H. Received Frag Ordsr #4 from CTG 79.5.

\ (86) 212210H, Issued lray Order #41.07.
e —(87) 220730H. Company E, localed one hundred (100) butterfly bomb-
lets vicinity of Bl 080507. IMarked and reported location.

(88) 220930H, Company H, apprehended one (1) male, sge 35, viei-
nity of BT 112482, Detainee did not have ID card, and was sent to USS

Tripold.
(89) 221030H. Company H, apprehended one (1) VCS vicinity of BT

112482, Detained and sent to USS Tripold,
(90) 221145H. "B" Battery received sniper fire his position,

Returned fire, resulting in enemy cease fire,. “RH Battery sustained one
(1) wWIA. '
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(91) 221150H. Company G, upon clearing his position, set off
one (1) land mine vicinity of BT 083488, Mine exploslon caused eighteen
(18) friendly WlA's,

(92) 221205H, "B" Battery and Composite Company completed 1ift
to new firing position, vicinity of BT 150450,

(93) 221605H. Upon 1ifiing Company F to new LZ vicinity BT
113473, support gun ships engaged enemy force of about 15. Resulting in
three (3) enemy KIA (confirmed), and ten (10) enemy KIA (probable).

(94) 221615H. Company F, completed 1ift to LZ located BT 113473

(95) 221615H, Company G, engaged enemy size force of about six
(6), vicinity of BT 098475. Enemy fled west, Two (2) enemy KIA (prob).

(96) 221705H. Company G, discovered seven (7) enemy bunkers
vicinity of BT 098476. All were destroyed in place.

(97) 221710H, Companv H, apprehended one (1) VCS which was
e19ohtly wounded in foot., Detainee had no ID card and was evacuated
to USS Tripeli,

\Y8) 221940H, Company G, while being re-supplied sniper engaged
{g helicopter with small arms fire., Suspected enemy sniper position covered
! by gun ships. Results: one (1) enemy KIA (probable).

(99) 222000H. BAS commenced this AM, MEDCAP program in 2/3 CP
area. Results of treatments: 10 men, 10 women and 8 children. Usual
ailments were infected sores and minor ailments.

(100) 222005H. Received Frag Order #5 from CIG 79.5.
- (101) 222300H. Issued Frag Order #42-67.
% \\“1102) 230710H. Company E, discovered exploding device viecinity
ﬁ Qy of BT 078496, Destroyed in plece. No casualties.
‘ (103) 230815H, Company He Apprehended one (1) VCS, vicinity of
BT 119477. Evecuated detainee to USS 1ripoli.
(104) 231015H, Company E, received small arms fire vieinity of
BT 068477, Returned fire with small arms and mortars. Enemy fire ceased.
No casualties.,
(105) 231300H. Company k, uncovered approximately 300 pounds rice,
vieinity of BT 075478. Destroyed rice in place by burning.
(106) 231430H, Company B, uncovered about 1,500 pounds of buried
‘: rice, vicinity of BT 081482, Rice was bagged and evacuated to HOL AN.

(107) 231555H. Company F, engaged four (4) VCS, one armed with
carbine. Fired upon enemy with small arms, and armed VCS took off in
westerly direction. Remaining three (3) VCS were apprehended and evacuated
to USS Tripoli.

(108) 231545H, Company G, discovered a tunnel complex, vicinity
of BT 094453, Complex searched with negative results and was destroyed
in place.

(109) 231600H, Company F, discovered old trench line about 100
feet long, vicinity of BT 134445, Destroyed in place.
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(110) 231700H, BAS MEDUAP progrem trested: 20 women, 9 men: and
18 ehildren, a1l for minor ailments.
(111) 231800H., Recelved Frag Order #6 from CIT' 7945
(112) 231830H. Issusd Frag Order #43.67.
“7(113) 240730H. Company E, uncovered * tons of rice, 2 tons of

N potatoes, vicinity of BT 08148l. Rice barged end evacuated to HOI AN,

(114) 240825H. Company F, discovered ovs (1) mortar position
with trench line. Position was newly ronstructed and was destroyed in
place, Trench line was locuted vioinity of BI 151454,

(115) 241100H, Company G, taken under fire from enemy force of
about fiftesn (15) located vicinity of BI 089470, Returned small arms
f4re with 60mm mortars and on station gun ships. Negative resulis.
Company G sustained one (1) WIA,

(116) 2411150, Company G. lnemy wes taken under fire again by
gan ships while attempting to remove wounded from vicinity of BT 089470,
Fnemy losses were eight (8) KIA (confirmed).

(117) 2414208, Composite Company received sniper fire vieinity
of "I Batlery perimcter., Relurned fire and sniper silenced. Composite
Company suffered two (2) WIA's.

(118) 241605Hs Company G, apprehended one (1) VCS who was slightly
wounded and had one (1) grenade with him, vicinity of BT 089470, ILvacu-
ated to USS Tripoli.

(119) 241800H. Compsny F, spprehended one (1) VCS vieinity of BT
095450, Delainee was evacuated to USS Tripoli.

(120) 241800H. BAS MEDCAP program treated: 10 men, 8 women and
12 children, all for minor silments.

(121) 241800Hs AJ1 units at required positions 10A.

(122) 241805H. Operational Order for CALHOUN. '

(123) 241900H, Issued Frag Ovder #1467

1. Operation CALHOUN

}jx (1) 250600H, Operation Calhoun comuenceds

(2) 250950H, Company G, apprehonded tbree (4) VCS, vieinity of
075466,  Bvacuated to DIEN BAN.

(3) 251130H, Company F, apprehended one (1) vCs, vicinity of
NT 076447, evacuated to DIEN BAN.

() 251300H, Company E, located 1,000 1bs. of rice, vicinity
of RT 070455, Rice bageed for svacustion to DIIEN BAN.

(5) 251440H, Composite Compeny, received stiper fire vicinity
of "B" Battery perimeter. Returned fire and gniper silenced. One (1)
friendly WIA.

(6) 251445H, Company G, discovered four (4) unarmed bear traps
and 500 pounds of rice, vieinity of BT 055448,  Traps destroyed and rice
evacuated to DIEN BAN.
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(7) 2515004, Command Group A, displaced forward to Company F

positione .

(8) 251600H. Company G, located old trench line vicinity of
BT 056445, Also discovered approximstely 4,000 poulds of rice, 100
pounds ta~ioca, two (2) unarmed bear traps. Destroyed trench line and
traps. Food supplies were evacuated to DLILN BAN,

(9) 251715H, Company G, discovered one (1) male and one (1)
female vicinity of BT 044434, moving on trail. Both wers challanged, and
began too run. Company G took VCS under fire, killing male, and wounding
female. Searched area, but was unable to locate female. Contents of
male's pack disclosed one (1) typewriter, one (1) M26 grenade, documents,
Material sent to DIEN BAN for evaluation. One (1) VC KIA (confirmed).

(10) 251940H. Received Frag Order #1 for Operation CALHOUN,

| . - (11) 252255H. Issued Frag Order #45-67,

> So (12) 260800H. Compsny E, discovered tunnel complex vicinity

ﬁQ of BT 061461. Destroyed in place.

(13) 260830H, Company F, uncovered approximstely 1,000 pounds

{ of rice vicinity of Bl 062455, Rice bagged and evacuated to DIEN BAN.

(14) 260920H. Compsny F, uncoversd spproximately 6,000 pounds
of rice, vicinity of BT 052447, Rice bagged and svacuated to DIEN BAN.

(15) 260930H. Company H, displaced to "B" Battery position.

(16) 260930H. Company E, uncovered approximstely 600 pounds of
rice, vicinity of BT 066464, Rice bagged and evacuated to DIEN BAN,

(17) 260935H. Company F, discovered 200 pounds of sugar, vici-
nity of BT 052445, Sugar was evacuated to DIEN BAN,

q (18) 261050H. Company G, observed three (3) VC vicinity of BT
o4ll3l, Took under fire, killing one (1). Other two took off in west-
erly direction. Search of area disclosed blood stains. Captured one
(1) M-1 rifle. One (1) VC KIA (confirmed).

(19) 2611054, Company E, discovered six (6) refugees vicinity
of BT OL84A7, Refugees were three (3) young women, age 18 to 20 and
three (3) children all without 1D cards. Evacuated to DIEN BAN.

(20) 261330H. Company E, located cave, vicinity of BT 068467,

. Destroyed in place.

]ﬁ«, (21) 261730H, Company E, discovered cave, vicinity of BT 053462,
Destroyed in place.

(22) 261755H. Recsived Frag Order #2 from CTG 79.5.

o —~—_(23) 262200H., Issued Frag Order #46-67,

S (24) 270730H, Two (2) platoons Company K displaced forward by
helicopters to conduct Search and Desiroy from high ground to valley at
BT 030460,

(25) 270945H, Company K, discovered approximately 10,000 pounds
of rice, vicinity of BT 059441, Rice bagged and evacuated to DIEN BAN,
(26) 270950H, Company H, apprehended one (1) VCS vicinity of BT

159450, Evacuated to D1EN BAN, Suspect believed to have hidden his

wsapon prior to being captured. Sesarched area but was unable to find

Viikiie
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(27) 271000H, Command Group B, located exploding device, vicinity
BT 122473. Unable to desiroy, and marked in place.

(28) 271600H, Company H, apprehended two (2) VCS, vicinity of BT
156449, VCS evacusted to DIEN BAN,

(29) 271700H. Company G, reported stray cattle forward of his
position, Approximately 84 head of cattle were evacualed to DIEN BAN with
ARVN personnel as escorts.

(30; 271805H, Recedved Frag Order #3 from CIG 79.5.

— ‘éjl 272236H, Issued Frag Order $47.67.
32) 280620H. Received modification to boundery change to CIG

. -

~

79,5 Frag Order #3.
Py (33) 280645H, Issued modifications of' Lounderies our Frag Order
7=67.
(34) 281015H., Company H, captured one (1) VCS, vioinity of BT
166148, VCS evacuated to DIEN BAN.
(35) 281100H. Command Group "A® displaced to “B" Battery posiiion.
Move completed 281220H.
©(36) 281300H, Company ¥, located two (2) bunkers, ons at vicinity
of BT 091444, the other at Bl 097441, Destroyed in place.
(37) 281330H, Command Group “B® communication personnel displaced
to join Comm&nd Group “A",
' (38) 281500H. Cormand Group "B® (-) returned to USS Trdpoll.
(39) 281810H. Received Frag Order #3 from CTG 79.5.
 (0) 282020H, Issued Frag Order #48-67,
=T T(41)  290755H. Company E, apprehended one (1) VCS male, age 25,
without ID oard, vieinity of BT 128448, Evacuated to DIEN BAN,

(42) 290905H. Company E, apprehended one (1) VCS and approximately
8 crocks of rioe, vicinity of BT 127446, BSuspeot and rice evacuated to
DIEN VAN,
(43) 291100H, Company ¥, two (2) eivilians at BT 113427 reported
aboul 50 ¥C this area., VC are armed, oarrying packs and wearing black
pajamas, moving in southwest direction. Called in gun ship to search sur.
rounding area. Negative results.

(44) 291400H, Company H, recelved sniver fire, vioinity of BT
1620462, Returned fire with small arms fire and 60mm mortars, and

nesratied area with negative results.

(45) 291700H, Company ¥, observed thras (3) VCS vieinity of BT
135429, One (1) suspect armed, other two (2) carrying full rice bags.
Sunpects taken under firs, killing two (2) carrying rice, Other unable
to locates Two (2) VCS KIA (confirmed), ome (1) VCS KIA (probable).

46) 291810H, Recelved Frag Order #i from CLG 79.5.
47) 292030H, Issued Frag Order #4967,
L8) 292030H, Naval Gun Fire ''sam chopped OPCON to Company H

from Command Group “A".
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( - (49) 301035H. Company G, received smull arms fire from vicinity

Q, of BT 192454 from enemy size force of about eight (8) VC dressed in black
pajamas. Returned fire with small arms and 60mn mortars and called in
gun ships. Four (4) VC KIA (confirmed), and three (3) enemy KIA (probable).
aptured one (1) AK-47, 1 carbine and miscellaneous 782 gear.

(50) 301440H. Company H, secured Objective #14,

(51) 3014458, Compsny F, landed LZ PIGEON.

(52) 301555H. Company G, upon river crossing vicinity BT 207464,
received small arms fireo Returned small arms fire and enemy fire was
gsilenced. One (1) friendly WIA,

(53) 301600H, Company F, upon securing LZ PIGEON taken under fire
vicinity of BT 217465, Returned fire snd enemy fire silenced. One (1)
friendly KIA, three (3) friendly WIA and one (1) VC KIA (confirmed).

(54) 301630H. Command Group "AY helo-lifted to LZ PIGEON, joined
with Company F.

(55) 301825H, Company F, engaged enemy in fighting positions,
vicinity of BT 223460, Called in gun ships. Excellent coverage of enemy
;i areas. Search disclosed six (6) enemy KIA (confirmed), and five (5)
~ enemy KIA (probable).

(56) 301925H. Received Frag Order #5 from CIG 70.5.
(57) 302115H., Issued kFrag Order #50-67.
—(58) 010832H, Company G, lead elements on Objective #16, and
sweeping objective.
6H (59) 010915H. Company G, apprehended two (2) VCS on Objective
Y

#16 without ID cards. Evacueted to DIEN BAN,
q (60) 011045H, Company H, on Objective #15.
(61) 011200H, Operation CALHOUN terminated.

c. Operation BEACON TORCH (continued)

(1) 011200H. Composite Company completed helo~-1ift to assigned
shipping,

(2) 011510H. Company H, located 10 punji and spider traps, vic-
inity of BT 241482, One (1) punji trap was booby trapped with a Chicom

lﬂ grenade. All were destroyed in place.

(3) 011700H. Company H, located one (1) 82mm mortar round vic-
inity of BT 214482, Destroyed in place.

(4) 011815H, Received Frag Order #6 from CIG 79.5.

(5) 011930H. Issued Frag Order #51-67.

(6) 012015H. Company H, received small arms fire his perimeter,
vicinity of BT 239488, Returned small arms fire. Two (2) friendly WIA.

(7) 012315H, Company H, received smwll arms fire his perimeters
Returned fire with grenades and 60mm mortars. Enemy fire silenced. Five
(5) WIA's minor for Company H.
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S (8) 020200H. Company G, received small arms fire from estimated
enemy probe of six (6) men, Returned fire with small arms and mortars.

Company G sustained (1) KIA and one (1) WIA.
(9) 020600H. Company H, search of perimster lines disclosed
blood stains and tracing of bodies that had been drug away. One (1)
MAS-36 rifle and ammo pouch found in search. Three (3) enemy KIA (con-
firmed), and three (3) enemy K1A (probable).
(10) 020720H, Company G, search of his lines disclosed two (2)
Chicom grenades, and spent 9mm brass casings. Negative enemy casualties.
(11) 020730H. "B" Battery and Company H, helo-1ifted to assigned
shipping.
%12) 020820H, Company F, helo.liited tc assigned shipping.
(13) 020930H, Company k and Command Group "A" helo-lifted to as-

sipgned shipping.
(14) 021000H. Company G, returned to shipping vis LVTS,
(15) 021150H. All units returned to assigned shipping.
(16) 021300H, Operation BEACON TORCH terminated.

10. Re Sult_s_‘

(a) Friendly losses

(1) Operation BEACON TORCH/CALHOUN

USMC
OFFICERS ENLISTED
KIA WIA MIA DOW KIA % MIA  DOW
0 1l 0 0 11 11 0 1
USN
OFFICERS ENLISTED
XKIA WIA MIA DOV KIA El-ﬁ MIA  DOW
0 0 0 0 1 0 0
(b) Enemy losses
CATOGORY BEACON TORCH/CALHOUN
NVA/VC KIA (confirmed)
NVA/VC KIA (probable) 87
NVA/VC POW n
DETAINEES 28
WEAPONS CAPTURED/DESTRO!ED i}
FORTIFICATIONS DESTROYED 22
'««;z}w ”
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FIGHTING HOLES UNCOVERED 12
AMMUNITION CAPTURED/DESTROYED 7 rounds 57mm RR
15 Chicom grenades
EQUIPMENT CAPTURED N/A
RICE/FOODS DESTROYED 8 Tons
RICE/FOODS EVACUATED 32 Tons
MEDICAL SUPPLIES 25 Pounds

11, Administrative Matters, The Administrative Plan agein proved adeq-
uate to support all combat operations during Operation BEACON TROCH/CAL-
HOUN. The only modification was the reduction in ratlons prescribed to
bs carried by the troops as previous operations have proven that with

a CH-46 squadron in direct support, resupply can rapidly be conducted,
permitting the prescribed load to be lessened, The Serial Assignment
Table with change #1 was applied without change as two assault companies
were landed by helicopter, one by armored amphibious tractor, and one
held in reserve capable of landing by either of the above transportation
modes, No administrative problems arose throughout the operation.

a. Supply Techniques, Combat Loads, Ammunition, and Weapons Carried
by Assault Troops.

(1) As during previous operations involving amphibious techniques,
ammunition, rations, and special squipment were staged aboard assigned
shipping on D-1. All of these supplies with the exception of high explo-
sives were also issued on D-1 to scheduled waves and those on-call units
known to be committed on short notice. High éxplosives were issued on
D-Day just prior to loading assigned assault transportation. The only
change to the prescribed load as stated in the Administrative Plan and
the Battalion SOP for Operations was the reduction in rations carried
as indicated in paragraph (11) above. No other changes were made, and
the prescribed load proved effective to support all combat operations.

(2) Resupply was totally conducted from assigned shipping though
D+7. The only resupply effected on D-day was water, which had been staged
aboard the USS Tripoli in sxpectation of this need. It has bsen noted
that during the first two days of combat operations from air conditioned
shipping that the need for water and the frequency of heat casualties
is far higher than during subsequent days ashore. All classes of mater-
ials wers drawn from assigned shipping; however, as during previous op-
erations, the majority of items was drawn from the LPH. Only items pe-
culiar to combat support units and class IV items were drawn from the
~ther ships. Resupply was conducted with the direct support helicopter
squadron being the sole means of transportation,

e a | UNCLASSTFIED
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(3) On D+8, the majority of resupply requirements was shifted
from the assigned shipping to a LSA located in DIEN BAN. In order to
affect this change without interruption to normal resupply, a detach-
ment from the BLT's Shors Party unit was transferred to DIEN BAN on the
day prior to commencing resupply from that source. All classes of sup-
plios were available through the LSA. The assigned shipping continued
to resupply water, class 1l items, and additional foodstuffs not avail.
able through the LSA. The change over was conducted smoothly, and the
reliance of resupply from two sourses caused no breaks in normal re-
supply. Energency resupply was conducted from assigned shipping through-
out the operation.

(4) Battalion supply continued normsl supply functions from
assigned shipping. The supply seotion provided class II support in the
field as roquired, and served as ths main collection agency for personnel
and government effects of those casualties returnsd to the USS Tripoli.
Besides landing the disposition of the affects of KIA's and WIA's, bat-
talion supply had the responsibility of re-arming and re-equiping those
casualties returned to the field. Vien combat support units were assigned
the nission of providing security of the Bravo Command Group, the supply
section effected the issuance of wespons and sccessories compatable to
the mission assigned.

(5) The weapons and ammunition carried by the assault troops
were normal and no special weapons or munitions were used. Certain or.
dnance items became in short supply in the IFORM; however, these items
were available through the LSA, and the shortages are ourrently being
rectified from the ASP located in Danang. As during previous operations,
upon firing the weapon, the individual had the rifle explode. The prob-
able cause for this was obstructions in the hore; however, a JAG investi-
pation 1s being conducted to determine the exact cause. Frequent stop-
pages also occurrad,

b. Maintenance, Normal second echelon meintenance was conducted by
the Battalion Landing Team throughout the operation. Two MS0Al tanks de-
veloped generator problems after their return to assigned shipping. One
generator was drawn from the LSU spare parts block and the other obtained
from the lst Tank Battaslion in Denang. Repair was accomplished by indiva
jduals from the tank platoon. Iln addition & horizonal tube used with
gunner quadrent was obtained from Danang to offect repair to a 105mm how-
itzer in the fleld.

co Medical Treatment, Evacuation, and Huspitslization,

(1) First Echelon Medical care was provided by eight corpsmen
in esch 1ine company, four corpswen with ibe Alpha Command Group, {hree

. witdggdnen with the DBrave Group and by corpsr-r ol each of the allached

wrils,
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(2) Second echelon care (Collecting and Clearing Company), and
third echelon care (Surgical Team) was provided aboard the USS Tripoli.

(3) Patients were evacuated by helicopters of HMM 164 directly
from the field expediently and efficiently. No deaths or increased mor-
bidity were as a result of delay in evacuation procedures.

(4) A1l sick and wounded from BLT 2/3 were evacuated te the USS
Tripoli LPH 10 with the exception of one head injury which was sent to
the NSA Hospital at Danang for Neuro Surgical careo

(5) Casualties from the operation were as followst

USG UsN
OFF  ENL OFF  ENL

KIA 0 11 0 1
WIA 1 116 0 L
DOW 0 1 0 0
Non-battle 2 116 0 5

(6) The non-battle casualties consisted mainly of heat exhaus-
tions and sprains. No significant incidence of malaria, hepatitis or
other infectious diseases was encountered.

(7) A MEDCAP program was set up for six days within the Bravo
Command Group. See Civic Action Sectiom.

d, Transportation. Only limited vehicles were off loaded during the
Operation, and these were primarilly communication vehicles. CH-46 heli-
copters wers used for all tactical moves of the troops except for the
landing of one assault company by LVI. The 105mm howitzer battery was
landed and displaced by CH-53 helicoplers. The backload of the Battal-
ion lLanding Team (-) on D+ll was accomplished by helicopter and LVT in
like manner to the assault landing.

e, Communication

(a) Communications involved with Operation BEACON TORCH/CALHOUN
were in the ARG/SLF concept. During the initial phase of the operation,

* communications with shipboard elements were via VHF/FM and HF/SSB equip=
ment. As the buildup ashore continued, and with the establishment of a

command post, radio relay equipment was provided for telephone communi-
cations with higher authority. Channels were alloted to FSCC and ALO
officers for "hot" communication with their respective counterparts in
higher commands. In addition, a HF/SSB Tactical Air Request net wss tes-

,};Yqﬁﬁiﬁﬁagiﬂbhed‘to facilitate air requests.,

i

A

23

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

‘ ® ®

oK. P

" (b) The general area of operatioms provided poor conditions for
hadio communications. Generally the ground itself was dry sand, several §
oot in depth., Consequently, ground and counterpoise were nearly imposs-
ible to establish. PRC-47 equipment could be grounded only with the use
¢f a ground rod and wetting, and then a ground could be maintained only
o long as the rod remained weited. Although equipment range remained
ood, frequency override of as much as ten MCS5 was experienced, even from
jstant stations. All stations within twemty-five meters of each other
th a frequency seperation of less than six to eight MCS overrode in the
mmediate locale, but did not necessarily bother distant stations. Radio
Relay equipment in one instance overrode a VHF/FM TAC circuit. Almost
in every case the di iculty could be directly attributed to existing
conditions,

(c) Radio Relay circuits were difficult to establish and equally
difficult to maintain. Radio Relay utilizatiom of the MRC-62 equipment
ship-to-shore with either directional or omni-directional antennas has
never proved satisfactory, Initially, ship-to-shore relay was attempted
and once agsinm proved to be unsatisfactory. later, Radio Relay was es-
tablished with 1st MARDIV, and, although the shot from the Battalion
location to the Division Command Post was partially effective, the relay
set up from shore to ship was rarely operational.

(d) 1In ocontrast to the Radio Relay attempt, a MRC.109 was util-
jged and proved most satisfactory. In a stationary location, the MRC-109
was equipped with 2 VRC-46's, 1 KY-8, and 1 GRC.125, all on vehicular o
power, and all 10"% effective, It was found that the KY.8 required cool- £
ing with wet tow .5, but remained operational with negative card-warp.

() It is obvious that the MRC-109 is a much more productive
1ift than the MRC-62. The MRC-109 requires only one lift and can be car-
ried internally, whereas the van requires two external 1ifts. Moreover,
the MRC-109 is mohile once on the ground. Most important, it is more re-
liable than the MRC-62, and provides a covered circult, In the SLF con-
cepl, the advantages of a MitC.109 1ift over a MRC-62 are categorically
evident,

fo Medical Evaluation

(1) The oconcept of combined 2nd and 3rd echelom care sboard the
USS Tripoli worked extremely well, and casualties were handled efficiently
and rendered sxcellent care.

(2) HMM 164 provided excellent evacuation of patiemts to the
USS Tripoli.

(3) The psychological effeci of fast, eff] cient medical yﬂ‘cl&ss'"m

an enviornment, det¥hed from combat is a definite morale Tactor to the
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go Civic Action, During Operation BEACON TORCH/CALHOUN, the battal-
jon conducted a limited MEDCAP program from 23-27 June in MONG NGHE (2)
Hamlet, Que Son District, Quang Tin Province, RVN. A total of 261 pati-
ents were received (83 women, 49 elderly men, 129 children). The major-
ity of cases treated were skin disorders that were caused mainly by the
lack of personal hygiene. The children were thoroughly bathed and soap
provided by USS Tripoli was distributed to families. The elderly pati-
ents were suffering mainly from generic conditions for which no treat-
ment could be provided. Dental treatment for approximately 10 persons
was also provided. This treatment consisted mainly of extractions. 5ix
villagers were evacuated to USS Tripoli, Two women were ireated for
shrapnel wounds, however, the other four were suffering from ailments of
long standing (cancer, genital defects) which would have required pro-
longed care, and thus, could not be treated extensively. The program,
though limited, was successful and well received by the local populace.

12, Specisl Equipment and Techniques. None
13. Commander's Analysis

s. The initisl helicopterborne asssult by the battalion during Oper-
ation BEACON TORCH was seriously hampered when the asssult force was
landed approximately 2,000 meters south of the intended area. Not only
did this require that the assault force move an extra 2,000 meters in pur-
suance of assigned objectives but could have had serious consequences in
the coordination of the helicopterborne asseult with the walerborne as-
sault. As it was, the contract which was made with an enemy force on the
af ternoon of the assault was lost due to the subsequent disengagement by
the enemy under cover of darkness, while disengagement could have been
prevented, had contact been initiated earlier and the enemy force overrun
prior to darkness.

b. The delay in completing a movement by CH-53's of Battery "B",
12th Marines, which was in direct support of the BLT did not have an ad-
verse tactical effect since immediste artillery response wes not required.
However, this situation remained potentially dangerous during the three
days required to complete this move. A delay of this type, had full sup-
port of the battery been required, could have had dissstrous effects.

co Operation BEACON TOKCH was & search and destroy operation in an
area completely controlled by the enemy, Although this operation proved

successful in compleling the assigned mission, the area encompassed by
this %pe %ﬁion was immediately reoccupied by the enemy as evidenced by

s’
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=) d. The helicopter tactical troop movement accomplished during opera-
%%ﬂ tion CALHOUN sgain placed the BLT at a temporary disadventage as units
)

[

were landed 1,000 meters south of the assigned landing Zons. Although
2

again a potential serious situation, this disadvantage was quickly over-
%ﬁ% come by the rapid movement of all units to assigned areas.
—j

E?? e. Operation CALHOUN, a search and destroy operation was extremly
Eéb successful in denying the enemy huge guantities of food supplies, pri-
5225 kmnrly rice. The discovery and svacuation of in excess of 31 tons of rice

in the area of operation was the result of diligent and determined work
by all elements of the BLT and close coopera

tion with HMM 164 evacuation
airecraft.
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