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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA ﬁagﬁgtg,,;wxngy.
1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER it
Battalion Landing Team 2/3 Major W. O. BEARD 4.13 July 67

Major J. H. BROUJOS 14.16 July 67
LtCol E. W. HERICH 17-31 July 67

SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Company Capt R. C. MADONNA L.26 July 67
Capt J. O. ROESLER 27-31 July 67
Company E Capt R. N. BOGARD - 4.31 July 67
Company F 1stLt R. D. KOEHLER 4.28 July 67
Capt R. G. PONSFORD III 29-31 July 67
Company G Capt J. P. SHEFHAN C b7 July 67
Capt Jo Jo O'BRIEN T 8-31 July 67
Company H Capt R. O. CULVER 4.31 July 67

ATTACHED UNITS

B Battery (Rein) 1lst Battalion, 12th Marines G. B. FILE Capt
b July 1967
’ 16-31 July 1967
First Platoon (Rein), Company A, 3rd Tank Battalion E.P.B. O'NEIL-2/Lt,

L9 July ivor
16-31 July 1967
Third Platoon (Rein), Company B, 1lst AMTRAC Battalion D. R. RUSH 2/Lt,

L9 July 1967

16-31 July 1967
Second Platoon (Rein), Company A, 3d Anti-Tank F. Y. LAWLER 2/1t.
Battalion 4.9 July 1967

16-31 July 1967
Third Platoon, Company B, 3rd HRecon Battalion F. J. CARRIGAN 1/ILt.

4.9 July 1967
» 16-31 July 1967
Second Clearing Platoon (Rein), Company B, 3rd S. C. SMITHE LCdr
Medical Battalion 4.9 July 1967
16-20 July 1967
J. P. RYAN LCdr
y : 21-31 July 1967
e Iogistic §5§'ort Unit (DET FORLOGCMD) T. B. HUGHES 1/Lt.
4-9 July 1967
16-31 July 1967
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First Platoon (Rein), Company C, 3rd Shore Party A, G. MUE\!.ER 2/Lt,m A
Battalion 4-9 July 1967
16-31 July 1967
First Platoon (Rein), Company C, 3rd Motor W. H. HOOVER 2/1t.
Transport 4.9 July 1967
2431 July 1967
First Platoon (Rein), Company A, 3d Engineer Jo R. ASHBURY 2/Lt.
Battalion 4.9 July 1967
16-31 July 1967
Det "A", Beach Jumper Unit . 1 J. F., DORSEY LTJG
20-26 July 1967

‘ﬂ 20 MM

4.17 July 1967s Operations BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO; HICKORY II - RVN
18.19 July 1967: Afloat with ARG Shipping

2026 July 1967: Operation BEAR CHAIN/FREMONT - RVN

27-31 July 1967: Afloat with ARG Shipping; rest and rohabilitation

Da Nang
3. STAFF OFFICERS

Ixecutive Officer Major J. Ho BROUJOS - 4«31 July 1967
ﬁ S-1 ‘ 2/1t B. L. HEATON 431 July 1967

S.2 Capt V. M. SMITH b-31 July 1967
; 5-3 Ma jor D..#. LEMON 4.31 July 1967
‘é Sl Capt R. Ko GREEN 4.31 July 1967

Comn0 1/1t J. B. DENNY 4.31 July 1967

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USHC USN
OFF  ENL OFF  EHNL
60 1475 -8 g

“Hieen g e
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Battalion Landing Teem 2/3 participated in Operations BEAVER TRACK/
BUFFALO and HICKORY II 4.17 July 1967, while OPCON to CO, 3rd Marines,
This operation is discussed in detasl in Part IV of this chronology. Dur-
ing the peried 18.19 July 1967, the BLT was embarked aboard ARG shipping
and made preparations for Operation BEAR CHAIN. This operation commenced i
20 July 1967 and was terminatec 26 July 1967. During this operation, the
BLT also participated in Operation FREMONT while OPCON to CO, 4th Marines,
which wee econducted 4n conjunction with BEAR CHATN, Operation BFAR CHAIN/
FREMONT is discussed in detail in Part IV of this chronology. The period
27-31 July 1967 was sperit sboard ARG shipping and a rest and rehsbilitat-
lon program vas organized and conducted in Da Nang.
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PART III | T 4. *

4 SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. COMBAT MISEEONS ASSIGNED, See Part IV. " -

2. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONDUCTED

a. Operatiens BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO; LICKORY II: 4-17 July 1967 - RVN g o
b. Operations BEAR CHAIN/FRENONT: = 20- 26 July 1967 - RN

Wx

3. CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY

VC/NVA .
Confirmed
Probable —
Ly, CASUALTIES SUSTAINED
USIC
OFFICER ENLISTED
KA DL A DO KA ¥IA MIA DOW
0 0 0] 23  317% 0 2
usH
QFFICER ENLISTED .
KIA UIA MIA DO K4 WA ML DOW
0 0 0 0 2 7** 0 0

* « Includes 31 additional WIA sustained in Operations BEAVER TRACX/BUFFALO;
HICKORY II which were not included in the after action repert fer these ep-
erations due to the inadequato time botween initial reports and receipt ef
casualty cards, of wounds sustained in the field,

** _ Includes 4 additional WIA sustatined in Operations BEAVER TRACK/BUF-
FALO;HICKORY II whiclh were not included in Lhe after actien report for these
operations due te the inadequate time betieen initial reports and receipt of
casualty cards, of wounds sustained in the field.

5. NEW TECHNICUES EMPLOYED, lHone

| y DECLASSTFIED
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6. COMMAND RELATIONS

: R
a. OLO9OOH - 170920H July 1967. BLT 2/3 (-) OPCON Co;ggzd‘Mnrinos&wﬁzka
b. 0&1207H - 111000H July 1967. 1st Plat, Co B, 3rd Tank Bn OPCON
BLT 2/3. ‘ .
¢c. 0510000 - 1606001 July 1967, "B" Btry, lst Bn, 12th Mar OPCON
CO, 12th Marines,
d., 051000H - 160600H .July 1967. 1lst Plat, Co 4, 3rd TK Bn OPCON
3rd TK Bn.’
e. 092230H - 160600 July 1967. Following umits of BLT 2/3 OPCON
to parent organigzations 3rd Marine Division,
. : - (1) 3rd Plat, Co B, 3rd Recon Bn.
) (2) 2d Plat, (Rein), Co A, 3rd AT En.
(3) 3rd Plat (-) (Rein), Co B, 1lst AMTRAC Bn,
() 1st Plat (-) (Rein), Co A, 3rd Engr Bn.
(5) Det, LSU, FORLOGCMD.
(6) 1st Plat, (-) (Rein), 3rc SP Ba,..
(7) 24 Clearing Plat, Co B, 3rd Med Ba. ‘
fo 092230 - 241000E July 1967. 1lst Plat, Co C, 3rd MT Br OPCON 3rd
N MT Bn.
g. 2114001 - 251400Z July 1967. 2d Bn (Rein), 3rd Mar OPCON CO,
4th Marines.

70 EQUIPMENT « See Part IV
8. LOGISTICS, See Part IV

9. CIVIC ACTION., The commitment of the BLT as a special landing force
during this period precluded particlpation in an active civic action pro-
gram because of its operational requirements.

10, ADMINISTRATION
a. PERSONNEL ACCOUNTING, A shortage of consumable supplies still

exists.

b. AWARDS. None

c. PROMOTIONS. Major - 1, GySgt - 2.

d. LEGAL and NE. None
T
e, . POSTAL, Satisfactory
m
f. PAY and ALLOWANCES. Satisfactory

(—
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ge DOST EXCHANGY. The ship store facilities of ARG shipping were
utilized during this reporting perioed while the BLT was afloat. There

were no PX facilities available ashore except for the brief period 27-31
July when the BLT went to Da Nang.

h. RELIGIOUS SERVICES. - During this period a total of nine (9) Prot-
estant Divine Services were held within the Battalion. Catholic Mass was
held a total of four (4) times during this period by Commander Victor
IVERS, Chaplain USS Tripoli, The total attendance for the Protestant
Services was 190. The total for Catholic Mass was 135. During this re-
porting period there were a total of 27 Bible Studies with a total atten-
dance of 125. The Chaplain held a total of 27 personnel interviews with
BLT 2/3 Marines., Protestant Services were held either directly in the
Tield or in the forecastle of the USS Tripoli. The same jpplies to all
Catholic Services.

i. R&R. The battalion received thewfollowjnb R&R quotass China
Beach ~ 33, Hong Kong -~ 19, Manila - 5, Okinawa - 7, Kuala Tumpu - 4,
Hewaii . 20, Peneng - 4, Singapor - 7, Bangkok - 20, Toyko - 17, Taipci -
7e

11,  PERSONNEL

a. I0SSES

USNC USN
OFF  ENL OFF  ENL
Battle 0 &1 0 3
Nor-battle 2 0 0 0
Admin 3 L6 3 0
L. REPLACEMENTS
UsSMC UsN
OFF  ENL OFF  ENL
7 3 3

12, INTELLIGENCE, See Part IV,

13, COMMUNICATIONS, See Part IV,

SeegqPart IV
?mfw B 5‘}&

WEATHLR.
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FIKE SUPPORT, See Part IV
AR SUPPORT, See Part 1V

ACTIVATIONS/ DEACTIVATIONS/REDESIGNATIONS, None
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17 July 1967
Ser No. 0032-67

Froms Commanding Officer
Tot Commander, Special Landing Force Brave

Subj: Combat After Actien Report (Operatiens BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO;

67

"
¥

5
pU3

fE HICKORY II). &,
| 5
Rofs (a) IMAPS: VIETNAM, AMS 1350,000 L7014, Sheets 6342 I, 6442 IV, \§
(b) CIG 79.5 Frag Order (Operation BEAVER TRACK).
(¢) 3rd Marines Frag Order (Operation CIMARRON 7-67). i
; (¢) 3rd Marines Frag Order (Operation HICKORY II 1-67). o~
j Pnels (1) Overlay of Operation BZAVER TRACK/BUFFALO.
| (2) Overlay of Operation HICKORY II.
|
| ‘ 1. QOperations BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO;EICKORY II
{ ‘ (’\\
| 2. Dates of Operations \g\
5
(1) ESZAVER TRACK/BUFFALO: OU40700H - 1L0659H July 1967 L t
(2) HICKORY II: 140700H - 170920H July 1967 2 3
\ . ‘ ) X
<] 3. Location. Operations BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO and HICKORY II were con- Al
ducted in Gie Linh amd Cam Lo Districts, Quang Tri Provincs, Republlc < "
of Vietnam. ‘ N
4, Tasgk Organization - 7
| BLT 2/3 Major BEARD S
: H&S Co (- ) (Rein) : (413 July 1967) §
Det, Hq Bn, 3rd Mar Div MaJor BROUJOS "
Det, Hg Co, 3rd Mar .4 . (14-16 July 1967) }}l
Det, B Btry (Rein), fst’“‘b‘n, 12th Mar Lt Cel HERICH NS
Det, 15th Dental Co (17 July 1967)
2nd Clearing Plat (Rein), Ce B, 3rd Med Bn
1st Plat (-) (Rein), Co A, 3rd Engr Bn ’
1lst Plat (-) (Rein), Co C, 3rd M Bn
1st Plat (-) (Rein), Co C, 3rd SP Bn K
Det, LSU, fer Log Cmd 0
~
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, gq_Lcé&Eu). ‘ ‘ ~ Capt BOGARD
Det, H& S Co
lst Sec, 8lmm Mort Plat
Ibt, M'd Pl‘t ‘;ﬂ" ” ‘;‘5(;‘:4;«‘1"‘%"“‘ "‘W
Det, Imntel Sec - -
Det, B Btry (Reim), lst Bm, 12th Mar
Det, 1st Plat (Rein), Co A, 3rd Engr B ——
Det, 1st Plat (Reim), Co C, 3rd SP En

go F g%;g} ‘ 1lst Lt KOEHLER -
Det, H & 8 Co '
2nd Sec, Slmm Mort Plat
Det, Med Plat
Det, Intel Sec
FAC Tm
Det, B Btry (Rein), lst Bm, 12th Mar
Det, lst Plit (Reim), Co A, 3rd Emgr Bn
Dtt, 1st Plat (R.in)’ Co C, 31‘d 8P h

go_j_é_l%g), Capt: SHEEHAN
Det, H & S Co : oo . o
3rd Sec, Slmm Mort Plat
.Det, Med Plat’
. Det, Intel Sec
FAC Tm ' ,
Det, B Btry (Rein), 1lst Bw, 12th Mar .
Det, lst Plat (Rein), Co A, 3rd Emgr Ba
Det, lot Flat (Rein), Co C, 3rd SP B» :

i Cept CULVER
Det, H& S Co
Lth Sec, S8lmm Mort Plat
Det, Med Plat
Det, Intel Sec _
Det, B Btry (Rein), lst Bm, 12th Mar
Det, 1st Plat (Rein), Co A, 3rd Ewgr Bn
ut' 1st Plat (R.i‘)’ Co C’. 3rd 8P h ‘ )
Ofmm RR Plat |  zad Lt ELNS
o t FILE
‘< | :%%\%\ 4 1t RUSH
1‘ ‘t' %&%
Det, H & 8 Co, lst AMTRAC Bn @@
P g S

S | 2 UW‘“ ' ﬂl
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2nd Plat (Reimw), Co A, .3nd AT Ba - -« o 11y o, ond L4 LAWLER  C
2nd Platg t€o & . oud etaw waal ooanyenroa9a . b wonds
Det, -H:& 13 Ca,y 3rd ATBn .0 ,-_‘»,(lf'\ﬂﬂ,‘ DAV ;
exdab l b v o ey ¢y ) Lot
3rd Plat, Co B, 3rd Recon Bn - 1st Lt CARRTGAN
S B L O O P . L ‘
4 . . J Y [P AT Wk ,and. L“;U‘\UF‘ .
ook Flaty Cork  uidane© oL Ll Y o e e
Det, H!& S.:Coy 3rd Tank Be ., it (:nssudioi. ‘ ) :
‘ . AL e s age () e e
i\ 5 Suppgrtimg Forces::... i aptlo Mo ettt deean RPN BN | - T
R B P RN FECT S AU R R Coa £ e
L a. Adr and a-tillery.wdre.avallable to.the BLT during beth operations .,
’ ‘1 covered in this.report; amd were used extehsively im both preplanngd and H30,
| immediate missisns. Nava' gun fire was not available to the BLT durimg , ;;,
, these operations, '
{ i
b, Combat suppoSt and combat service support units attached td the
BLT did not directly :support the battalion ashore unless they werejorigi- y
nally task organized to one of the companies. These supporting uq&ts_wtrq o
lended on [+5 and were CHOPPED OPCON to parent organizations of thd 3rd -~
Marine Division, _ . ( v
( ¢s» On D-Day, Operation BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO, 1lst Plat, Co B, rd Tenk

Bn, CHOPPED OPCON to the battalion at Cam Lo artillery position, The a:-
signment of these weapons proved to be a hindrance rather than an aid to
the battalion's movement in its assigned AO. The persommel of this unit
were ready and willing to provide support desired, however, maintepance
problems and terrain were constant obstacles to their overall effectiveness.

d. Each rifle company was provided close combat engineer support for
the destruction of enemy fortifications. The attachment of this swpport,
at rifle company level, proved to be the most effective method of employ-
ment, allowing imnmediate and effective destruction of enemy fortifications
as the battalion moved through areas where search and destroy missions
were conducted. i

@, Ai!‘ SuER(’&

(1) CAS was considered to be excellent overall, and im view of the
number of times it was requested, it was considered to be very timely.
Target accurscy during BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO was among the best that the
battalion has witnessed in recent operations. Fixed *"nr aircraft conducted
18 missions and delivered a total of 124,000 pounds of ordmance.

-~ DEGLASSIFIET™
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LTET”"ﬁ&RI% Yo o rt, MEDEVAC and tactioal troop movements by
helicopters were comsidered satisfactory., There were two oocasions in Cow
which respomse to emergency MEDEVAC requests took more than 60 mimutes, , v
¥ .

All other MEDEVAC requests were answered expeditiously.

£. Artillery, The battaliom received excellent artillery support
througheut both operationms. Delays im counterbattery olearances were not
so prevalent as those avperiemced im 'previous operatioms. Om one occasiom,
almogt imstantaneous 8" counterbattery fire om a 140mm rocket position
silenced ememy fire,and TAC (A) reported the position destroyed. The cor
timuous artillery fired im support of Company F, whem heavily emgaged wi:.
an estimated 200 NVA, on 8 July, turmed a mear stalemate to an overvhelm-
ing defeat of an ememy unit whose losses mumbered well over 100, A total
of 6,088 rounds of artillery of assorted types were fired im support of *ne
battalion,

(1) Ememy Stremgth

(a) 31at NVA Regiment
Stremgths 2,400
lorati~g Glo Idimh Distriot

(b) 3zr4 NVA Regiment
Strengths 2,000
Locations Ngha Am Province 0

(e) 90th NVA Regiment
Strangths 2,100
locationt Con Thien Area

(d) 29th NVA Regiment Headquarters
Strengths 800
Locationt YD 096665

(a) 7th Battaliom, 29th NVA Regiment
Stramgths 400
Locations YD 0B5646

(£) 9th Battalion, 25th Regiment.

Strengths 400
Lonationt YD 0B5646 ‘ S\?‘\’&\\D

—— AN —
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803rd NVA Reglment
Strengtht 2,600
Iocationt North Quamg Tri Province

(h) The enemy is armed with 82mm mortars, 60mm mortars, 75mm
recoilless rifles, 57mn reccilless rifles, 12.7mm AA/MG, 120mm rockets,
automatic weapons and individual arms. :

(2) Enemy Situatiom; The enemy ir unknown strength was moving
south from the DMZ, threateming Con Thiem and the MSR betweem Con Thien
and Cam Lo,

(3) Ewmemy Capsbilities, The ememy had the capability to:

(a) Attack or defemd with up to ome NVA Regiment.

(b) Reinforce im connectiom with (a) above with up to oxme -
RVA Regiment, ,
(c) Harass friandly forces using mortars, surprise firing
devices and sporadic small arms fire. :

b. Bmemy Strength and Situation During Operatiom BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO,
(1) & July 1967, There was negative enemy contact on 4 July 1967.

(2) 5 July ;2§2. Ewemy contact on 5 July 1967 was limited to senmi.
automatic fire received at coordinates YD 105672. Fifteen fortified posit-
ions were destroyed at coordinates YD 104643 and one command detonated amti-
tank mine was discovered and evacusted from coordinates YD 099659,

(3) 6 July 1967, Moderate comtact amnd enemy mortar attacks char-
acterized 6 July 1967, A probe of Company E lines at coordimates YD 107672
by an estimated 25 NVA at 0535H resulted im 5 KIA (comfirmed) amd 12 KIA
(probable). A search of the area resulted in the recovery of two (2) SKS
carbines, five (5) barrel magazines with 1,000 rounds of ammumitiom, 12
AK-U47 magazines and pouches, two (2) rartridce belts each with 20 clips of
7.62 ammunition, 16 Chicom grenades, one (1) M-26 gremade, ome (1) corps-
man's bag wvith pills, dressings, viles and oimtment. Also at 0535H, the
Battalion CP amd Company G received 40 rounds of 60mm mortar fire at co-
ordinates YD 105656, At O800H Company H at coordinates YD 115675 received
semi-automatic fire accompamied by 60mm mortar fire and two (2) RPG rocke$
rounds. Fire was returned resulting im 14 KIA (comfirmed) and 19 KIA
(probable). At 1030H, the attached tanks spotted NVA im dark greem uniforms
with soft covers and at least two wearing body armor and helmets, Tank
fire resulted w&. (confirmed) and 10 KIA (probable). At 1530H, a
patrol from Co received 15 rounds of 60mm mortar fire at coordinmates’
YD 113675 and at 2125H, Company H at coordinstes YD 114667 received 25
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rounds 6 ”60Iﬁ“iortur 1ive., Jomi-nutom;tic fire was received from the

vicinity of YD 108677. A single command detomated claymore was set orr‘*'

at ocoordinates YD 095563 snd two command detomated olaymores were fired
alnogt simmultamecusly st coordimates YD 101667, - Ememy casualties for
6 July 1967 were 37 KIA (comfirmed) amd 40 KIA (probable).

(4) 7 July 1967, 7 July 1967 saw a marked decrease i ememy
sotivity. One ememy was fired on at ‘coordimates YD 113667 and ome M-14

magazine and ponch were recovereds A small base -camp with 10 bunkers and

15 foxholes was discovered at coordimates YD 115667, Two of the bunkers
had fresh blood stains 4m them. A search of the area in the vicinity of
cocrdinates YD 101671 following an artillery barrage revealed many blocd
stains and dressings. Twenty-one well built bunkers, a mortar pit and
six (6) rounds of 82mm mortar ammunition were discovered at ooordinmates
YD 107676, Amother mortar positiom and bunker were destroyed at ocoordi-
nates YD 096673, Ome anti-tank mime was discovered smd destroyed at co-
ordinates YD 085658, Four enemy were engaged by semi-sutomatio fire at
coordinates YD 116675 resulting in 1 KIA (confirmed), 2 KIA .(probable),
and the capture of assorted 762 gesr.

(5) 8 July 1967, Heavy comtaot was made on the aftermoon of 8
July 1967, Semi-automatio fire was first received at coordimates YD
098661, Artillery and air was called in resulting in 4 KIA (oonfirmed)
and 6 KIA (probable). Upom returning to the ares, sutomstic fire and
gromades were received, The ensuimg fight resulted im 35 KIA (confirmed)
and 20 KIA (probable). Shortly thereafter, 200-250 NVA were engaged in

the vicimity of coordimates YD 089654 - YD 081654, Artillery and air were

called in as the enemy elected to close and fight attempting to overrum
friendly foroes. The results were 43 KIA (confirmed), 60 KIA (probable)
and 1 AK-47 captured. Eatimg utensils were discovered at coordimates YD
107671, Ome amti-tank mine was destroyed and ome RPG launoher, a pack,
a bloodstained set of utilities, a helmet and a mortar tube cover were
evacuated from coordinates YD 115676, Smiper fire was received and a
boumcing betty set off at coordimates YD 092661, An usimowa exploding
device was set off at coordimates YD 116676, A searoh of this area was
thoroughly made revealing twe containers of mortar fuses, seven(?
magazines and ammunition, two Chicom grenades, two home msde demolitiom

 kits and 782 gear. On the evening of 8 July 1967, the Battalion CP amd

' Company G received 12 rouads of 120mm rockets. Through the evening of 8
July 1967, Battaliom TAC Net #1 was subjeot to imterferemce from NVA jama
ming, Dnemy loses for 8 July 1967 were 82 KIA (oonfirmed) and 86 KIA

" (probable).
@%@nw%%\%@- -
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(6) & WIFTO6T—#etuel contact with the snemy on 9 July 1967
was negative. An unkrown exploding device was iripped at coordinates YD
101655. The Battalion CP was subjected to nine (9) rounds of 120mm rocket
fire from the vicinity of coordinates YD 053704. A bivouac area was dis-
covered at coordinates YD 105652 and enemy bunkers were destroyed at co-
ordinates YD 096614, YD 090654 and YD 098674, Twenty fresh graves each
containing ome or two bodies were discovered at coordinates YD 090655
along with three (3) 82mm mortar rounds and 24 60mm rounds which were de- .
stroyed. The graves were believed to contain enemy dead from the actiom
of 8 July 1967, A search in vicinity of coordinates YD 090400 yielded
eight (8) RPG rockets, three (3) Chicom grenades, ome (1) Chicom claymore,
eight (8) blasting caps, 100 feat of electrical wire, three (3) boosters
of RPG and 500 rounds of AK-47 ammunition . destroyed, and 782 gear, doc-
uments, Laotiam money and four (4) gas masks - evacuated.

(7) 10 _July 1962, A bunker complex amd six (6) 82mm mortar roumds
destroyed at coordirates YD 103661 was the extent of ememy presence noted
on 10 July 1967,

(8) 11 _July 19¢7. Enemy effectiveness om 11 July was evident only
by a tamk blowing am AT mine at coordinates YD 128638,

4 N (9) 12-13 July 1967, There was negative ememy contact on 12 amd

13 July 1967,

¢. Bwmemy Strength, Situation and Capabilities Prior to Operation
Hickory II. .

(1) Ememy Strength, The ersmy was reported to have moved two
companies of the 29th NVA Regiment inmto the area of operatiom to support

local enemy forces.

(2) Enemy Situation, The area of operations had been occupied
by friendly forces up to 45 hours before Operation BEAVER TRACK/HICKORY II.
No sigmificant enemy contact had been made. 1t was believed that elements
of the 29th NVA Regiment were conductimg recon operatioms in the area.

(3) Enemy Capubilities. The enemy was capable of

(a) Harassing with small arms fire, mortars and surprise

firing devices. . .
(b) Attacking or defernding on a limited scale when given a
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d. [nemy Strength awg Situation During ggor!fibn ‘HICKORY II. .
0 © (1) 14 July 1967, No actual enemy contact was made om 14 July

1967. Ewemy surprise firimg devices were set off at coordinates YD 075622,
YD 076620 and YD 072635, . None of these devices were command detomated.

One Chicom claymore mime was discovered at coordinates YD 070635, late im
the evenimg of 1l July 1967, Company E received 40 rounds of 82mm mortar
fire from coordinates YD 083644, ' o

h\e (2) 15 and 16 July 1967, There was nog;tive enemy comtact ev 15
\ sxd 16 July 15%70 Gperation PEAVER TRACK/HICKORY II termimated om 17 July
1967. . :

e. Summary g£_§}g!;ficlntVEnomxﬂAgEigitiog, No mew or significant
snemy tactics or activities were revealed during this operation. Enemy
tactics of utilizing surprise firing devices, mortars, and small probes
is standard when friendly forces are semi-stationary in the field. The -
one major engagement ceemed to have resulted from NVA troops being on the
move when angaged vy friendly forces. Since these frisndly forces were
initially small in nurcber, the enemy sensing a distinct tactical advan-
tage, choose tn attack, attempting Lo overrum initial friendly forces and

subsequent reinforcements.

\

7. Mission

s. Opsration BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO

(1) At L-Hour on D.Day land in LZ CANARY and deploy to an assembly
ares to be designated and be prepared for employment as directed in 3rd
Marine Division areao. .

(2) At H-Hour on L-Day conduct S&D operations north of Cam Lo
attacking on a south to north axis in area bounded on morth by YD 69, in
west by YD Ob4, in south by Cam Lo River amd in east by ID 12. Im comjum-
ction with S & D operations, a detailed search will be made for possible
mortar/rocket sites and arms caches. '

. b. Operation NICKUKY 1L, Conduct S&D Oporatidns on &« south to morth
axis establishing blocing positions in vicinity as shown on operations
overlay (enclosure (2)). Be prepared to CLOP OPCON from 3rd Marines on or

~about 16 July 1967,

8, Concept of Operations

a. ‘Operation BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO (Bwclosure (1)) @%@,\3

(@A - 1iour on D.Dey ELT 2/3 comducts an administrative helo-
borne move with rour reinforced rifle companies :nd a command group into .

‘ . e e
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1Z CANARY, 'deploys. to. A a,sign&{-d assembly area fur employment aé'éf}gbtod.
in 3rd Marine Divisic® ~Tea. Attached units BLT 2/3 prepare to land and
CHOP OPCON.to paremi organizatioms of 3rd Marime Division. ‘

(2) Secomd Battalion (Rein), 3rd Marimes, comsistimg of a command

group and four reinforced rifle companies, comducts S&D onerationms morth
of Cam lo River. Operation consists of two phasess Attack on south to

north

axis to LOA (YD 69), turnimg and attackimg to the west. When attack’ |

erosses Phase Line Hlue, second phase commences with attack to continue om '
a morth to south axis to Cam Lo River. ‘

‘b, Operatiom HICKORY II. Second Battalion (Rein), 3rd Marines estab-
1ishes blockimg positions with four rifle companies and s conmand group im

vicinity as desigmated in opetations overlay (Enclosure (2)).

9., Execution

a. Operatiom BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALQ

(1) OWOG4OH, CO 2/3 and Compamy H departed USS Tripoli and arrived

Cem 1o at OLO705H.

(2) 040810H, Command Group Alpha arrived LZ CANARY and moved to

vieinity YD 136615,

(3) O04OB20H. Company H complitod 1ift to LZ CANARY and moved to

vicinity YD 140614,

(4) 040950H, Compamy F completed 1ift to LZ CANARY and moved to

vicinity YD 133619,

(5) OW104SH, Company E completed Jift to LZ CANARY and moved to.

vicinity YD 137619,

(6) 041200H, Tanks from 3rd Tank Ba. P1t “B" OPCON to 2/3 moved

to vicinity YD 146613,

(7) Ok1250H, Company G completed 1ift to L CANARY and moved to

vieinity YD 138617.

(8) OL1300H, 2/3 CHOPPED OPCON to 3rd lMarimes. ,
(9) OH41300H. Frag Order ¢-67 received from 3rd Marimes for L amd

5 July 1967-

west.

(10) O041330H, Lead Elements oi Company F commenced movement to the
Sectiom of tanks with Company F and one with Company Ho Units moving

to be positiomed for sweep to the north on three axises.

ties.

(11) OL1730H. A1l unmits positioned for the nmight with might activi-
Units were located ats Comm~=? firoun Alpha and Companmy Gat YD

108616, Compamy E at YD 110620, Company F at YD 108617 and Company H at YD

115626

(12) 050300H, Issued Frag Order 52.67 to all units,

‘””**“‘%ﬁ%tﬂhmm‘ﬁﬁ' b
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; units displaced and moved in a mortherly direc-
tion em three axises.: ' o . ‘
" (14) 050915H. Compamy F secured objective #1 with mo opposition.

(15) 050945H. Compamy E secured objective #2 with mo opposition.

(16) 050945H, Cempany E discevered 15 fortified bumkers located
at YD 104643 whieh were destroyed by demelitioms.

(17) 0351505H. Compamy E received sporadic. swiper fire from YD ’

105672, Returmed fire with small arms. Sustaimed ewe (1) KIA and ome (1)
WIA. : , :
(18). 051650H. . Lead elements of Compamy G discovered ome emenmy
setting up vhat appeared to be a land mime at YD 099659, Ewemy fled and
was fired upem. Patrel followed im pursuit with megative results.

(19) 051800M. Received Frag Order from 3fd Marimes. -

_(20) 052015H, Issued Frag Order 53-67 4e all umits.
oV (21) 060535H. Perimeter of Compamy E at YD 107672 probed by ap-
proximately 25 ememy with small arms. Returmed fire with machime gum.
Artillery was called im and machime gun fire drowe the ememy imto artil-
lery impact area, IExcellemt effect om target area. Search of area at
first 1ight produced 14 ememy KIA (confirmed) amd 19 KIA (probable), as
there were bloody bamdeges and draggimg imprimts. Miscellameous 782
gesr, medical bag, twe (2) Chicem carbines SKS type, two (2) cartridge
belts 20 clips each of 7,82 anme, 16 Chicem gremades, five (5) barrel mag-
agimes with pouches were captured. )

(22) 060540k, Compamy G and Commend Greup at YD 105656 received
approximately 40 rounds 6lmm mortars resulting im ome KIA amd four WIA's
evacuated, Fourteem mem-evac's were also recorded. 'Slmm mortar amd arti-
1lery was fired om the ememy suspected positiom ceasing ememy fire,

(23) 060800H, Company H patrol received swall aras amd 60mm mor- .
tar fire. Fire was comimg from a church im the area at YD 123674, Patrol %
returaed small arms fire amd utilized fire from twe tamks that was with :
the patrol. Tanks received RPG rocket rounds, one hitting the turret amd.
one hitting tracks, but both tamks were still operable. Artillery missionm
conducted firimg 156 roumds om ememy positiom, resultimg im ememy cease
fire, Patrol had ome KIA and six WIA's. : ~ N

(24) 060930H. Patrol from Company F bit by claymore mime at YD S
095663 which appeared to be command detomated. There was mo further com-:
tact, Company F sustaimed three (3) KIA's and ome (1) WIA.

. (25) 061000H, Company G established PPB at YD 101667 and sent
" forward elememts to check out area. 'Two command detomated claymores ex-
ploded, Area was cevered with small arms fire amd followed wires which.
set off mimes. . ' ‘ '
' (26) 061030H. Tamk plt commander reported seeimg NVA at YD 117673
in dark green uniforms with soft covers, and at least two were weariag body
armor and US helmets, Tanks took emeny umder firewith Wnd 90 cal MG.

There was good coverage with 16 XIA (confirmed) tl&%%%% robable)s

any EGLR: o
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(27) 06172220, Company E patrol took one round sniper fire ?iom D
108477, Echo returned fire with small arms. ' :

(z8) 06141%7H, Company E called air strike on 8 enemy bumkers at YD
108677, Patrol sesmt out to search the area, Patrol was takem under fire,
Patrol pulled back and called in artillery. Patrol sustained two WIA's,

(29) 061420H, Frag Order from 3rd Marines received. S

- (30) 061530H, Patrol from Compary H took 15 rounds of 60mm mortar
while returnirg to CP. Mortar fire received fr.u: YD 115674 was silemced with
artillery snd mortar fire. Patrol had 12 WIA evac and one WIA xon medevacs

(31) 061800H. Mortar fire from YD 113675 was received at Compamy H
position, Artillery was called in at enemy positiom resulting im two secon-
dary explosions. ‘ '

(32) 061930H. Frag Order 54-67 Issued to all uwits. .

(33) 062125H, Approximately 25 rounds of 60mm mortars were received
by Company H YD 114667, Artillery was zalled in om suspected position.

(34) 062215H, Company E heard movememt forward of their lines. A
total of 99 rounds artillery was deliversd at YD 101671 into suspected ememy
area, At early 1light aresm was checked and patrol discovered drag imprints,

_____ bloody stains and bandages, determining 8 probable KIA‘s. :
’ (35) 070630H, Company H observed ome siloutette of enemy by perimeter
-at YD 113667. Fired M-79 at target; checked area at first 1light, discovered
‘plood soaked M.14 magazine ard pouch. ' v
: (36) 070745H, 20 feet of commurication wire was discovered by Compawy. -
F patrol at YD 105672 at trail crossing. Junction was also. marked by small
rock pile. Wire was destroyed and rocks were scattered.
(37) 070930H. Patrol from Company H discovered what appeared to be
a small NVA Camp at YD 115667, Ten bunkers 4 ft X 6 ft were discovered along
with 15 fighting toles. Fresh blood found in two bunkers and traces of blood
on bamboo matting., Bunkers were destroyed. Co
(38) 071115H. Company E patrol found extensive bunker complex at YD
1076745 consisting of 21 bunkers which wers well built and well hiddem; about
a week old, One mortar pit was also discovered along with six 82mm mortar b
rounds which were desstroyed. ‘ .
(39) G71414H. Company F patrol discovered snti-tank mine at YD
095658 which was destrcyed.
: (40) 071500H. Patrol from Company E discovered one bunker ye X 61
and a reinforced mortar pit at YD 096673,
(41) 071530H. Company H patrol received small arms fire from YD
116675, Four enemy dressed in gray uniforms were running from a hut, Enemy

were taken under fire. Area was searched and found one pack with miscellaneous .

782 gear, which was full of bullet holes and blood sosked. Ome AK-U7 magazine
pouch with five full magazines, two chicom grenades, a battle dressing which
had the fcllowing writing, Tien 32710RT and C3 KY wers captured. _ .
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12) 2718 Recesved Frag Urder from 3rd Marincs.
- (43) 072030, Frag Order £5.67 issued to all units.

“Y&./ (bbs) OROLOOE, Company B 1istening post heard movement and sounds of
metal by perimeter YD 167671, ' Grenade was throwm an:’ noise storped. FEarly
1ight, area was checked snd eating utensils were found throughout the area.

(45) 080800H, Company B patrol discovered a CH-34 with the markings
A4Sc] at-YD 115676, It hsc been completly stripped. An anti-tank mine,

RPG Rocket launcher, one erpty booster propellent tube and misc 782 gear
wers foumd near t'e wreckaze. '

"(46) 0210158, A patrol from Compsny H was collecting enemy equipment
discovered at ID 116676, It rvas being destroyed when an unknown device was
set of f, Patrol r ceived 8 "IA's, PFouipment found were 2 containers with
mortar fuzes 7AK-U47 magazines with ammo, 2 chicom grenades, 2 home made

- demolitions and misc 782 graro \

(47) 081030H. Patrol from Comnany F moved to blocking position to
assist Compamy G patrol amd received snipar fire, Patrol tripped a bouncing
betty at YD 092661 which resulted in 2 KIA, 1 WIA. Enemy was takem under
fire with 60mm mortars and patrol remaimed in blocking position.

(48) 081030H, Company G patrol discovered bunker area at YD 098661
and vas searchimg when taken under - small arms fire., Patrol manuevered
against the enemy receiving automatic fire and gremades. Patrol disengaged
and called in artillery which had g od coverage on the target, Air was also
utiliged. One artillery round fell short im midst of tem mem. Flxed wing
heavy ordnance was used om bumker complex. Action results were 2 KIA, :
17 WIA evac, 8 non-evac, 4 enemy KIA confirmed amd 6 KIA probables.

(49) 0813"0H, Company G returmed to burker complex at YD 098661
after heavy air bombordment. On entering area Company G was taken umder
automatic veapom fire and gremades from ensmy bumkers. Enemy imside ap-
peared wourded and could not wit!drei. Bunkers were kmocked out. Ares con-
tained living quarters, field mess, 2 cook shatks, Company Commamder re-
ported bodies, and pieces of bodies over most of the bivouse area. Results
of action were four 1IA, 35 enemy KIA and 20 probables.

(50) 081630H, Capt O'BRIEN relieved Capt SHEEHAN as CO Company Go
Capt SHEEUAN 1-as wounded and evacuated.

(51) 081835H, Command Group and Go1f received 12 art:llery roumds
from vieinity YD 079677, Counter battery of artillery and fixed ving was
used on enemy susp-cted positiom.

(52) 081:30H,  Two squads from Compary F were conducting routine
patrolling. Onr souad received heavy automatic fire and was pinned ,
dowm in vicinity YD 089654-081654. Ome platoom snd unengaged squad moved to
aid. Cor-any Commander moved unit to assist with four squads as all units
were engaged in heavy fire fight, Limk up was made and contimuous artil-
lery was delivered om the ememy with outstandinz results. Estimated 200
to 250 NVA were in the area. .

s b o g
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'In sweering the area, Foxtrot discovered 73 onemy KIA 30 probsbles., Bodies
were in [ esh graves with >ne or two hodies in them, Twenty-four rounds of .
61mm ~ortars, t'ree 82mm mortars, one AK-47 were also found, Fcxtrot h:d
one 60mm mortar destroyed, one PRC 25 radio, one KIA, 21 VIA evac, 20 nom-
evac,

(53) 0°1850H, rossible NVA jaming of Bn 'AC net interfered but did

not over-ride trams~ission, .

(54) 0821155, Received Frag Order.&om 3rd Marimes,

(55) n821404., Commsnd Group received one enemy gremade. Returned

fire vith sme'l nrms and grerades, Liztening post returned to perimetor.
__(56) 082245K, Frag Order 56-67 issued to all units. ,

(57) 090805H, Comzary G patrol discovered old bivouac area at YD
105652 with fighting holes, 2 cooking shacks., Area was uninhabited,

(58) 050950E. Company E discovered 2 bumkers 4x6 ft at YD 09666“
Bunk~re reinf-rced and had rot ten used for some tire,

(59) 091030H, Company F patrol discovered 15 bunkers at YD 090654,
Eath bumker able to house about 15 perkons, Bunkers were destroyed.

(60) 051230, Company E patral found a hut 25'x30' at YD 098674,

In the inside there were two bunkers 15'x10' constructed with bamboo ar: mud;
appeared to have been used recently.

(61) 091415H, Company F pat»zl during search of ares vicinity YD
101655 detonated ex-loding device believed to be buried mine resulting in 5
WIAts.

(62) O91UO0H. Company H discovered the fpllowing at YD 10674: 3
packs with ~ise 7732 gear, U4 gas masks and a exploxive device, 8 RPG rockets,
3 chicom grenades, 1 chicom claymore,. deﬂolitions eouipment, Ioatian money
and various documentis,

(63) 091804H, Received Frag Urder from 3rd Marinose

(B4) 091210H. Command Group received 9 roumds of high velocity RR
type weapon, Returncd fi ‘e with artillery ‘and fixed wing. Eremy fire was
silepced, inemy belicved to be at YD 053704,

(65) 0920305, Issu-d Frag Order 57-67 to all units,

(66) 100825H, Company E foumd bunker com>lex of approx 25 of various
sizes vw-ich were well camoullaged, Six 82mm roumds, 20 empty 82mm cans
were also foumd and doltroyedo

(67) 102020H, Frag Order received from 3rd Marimes.

(68) 102210H, Issued Frag Order 5867 to all units

""(69) 110800H, Tank with Echo Company exploded amti-tark mine at YD
128535, It damaged track wheels, 1 track, and 1 shock absorber,

BN (70) 111865H Frag Order received from 3rd M.rimes. 2/3 to conduct

1

Yocal patrolling in new assigned area vicinity of YD 0859,
(71) 1121704, Issued Frag Order 59-67 to all units.
4 (?2) 121030H, Patrol from Golf received 7 roumds of small arms fire.
Patrol c ecked the area amd found one ARVN test firing carbine, Fatrol with-
drew from the area,
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(7 122100H. _Rocoivod Frag Order from 3rd Marines. : m
_(74) 122130H, Issued Frag Order 60-67 to all 2/3 umits.
(75) 130700H, 2/3 remained static, with local patrolling. Neg-

Ltive enemy comtact. , ‘ ,
(76) 131000H. Received Frag Order 1-67 for operation HICKORY II.
(77) 131930H, Frag Order 61-67 issued to all umits 2/36
(78) 131930H. FAC Team chopped from "G" to “EW. :

b. Operationm HICKORY II

(1) 140700H. 2/3 jumped off om Operatiom HICKORY II.

(2)  141010H. MaJjor BEARD Co 2/3 medevac to rear, relieved by Major
BROUJOS. oo
3) 141100H. Compamy F secured Objective #1.

(4) 141130H. Company H secured Objective #2.

(5) 1041200H. Company H while searching Objective #2 at YD 075622
set off a amti-presomnel mine. Three M-26 frag grenades also discovered
and were comstructed as surprise firinmg devices. Company H sustained one
(1) KTA and one (1) WIA. '

(6) 141230E, Co-pany E secured Objective #3.

(7) 1415154, Compamy E, while searciing out area at Objective #3,
had one surprise firing device go off resulting in ome WIA.

(8) 1415500, Company E discovered three claymore mines and two
unté-ptrSOnnol rines which were wired, They were destroyed in place at YD
070635, : : '

(9) 141500, I-ceived Frag Order from 3rd Marines. '

(12) 111504, W-ile conducting search of Objective #3, Company B
detonated anti-personnel mine which was rigzed with trip wire resulting in
one WIA evacuated and one WIA nom evacuated ot YD 070635, .

(11) 141700H. While Company E was loading med evacuatiocns in laevding
zone, onesChicom grenade rigzed as surprise firing device was sel off result-
ing in one KIA and 9 WIA's.

(12) 141720H. Frag Order 62-67 issued to all units.

(13) 142300, Company £ received approximately 40 rounds 82mm mortar
fire from<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>