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HEADQUARTERS 

Battalion Landing Team 2/3 
~@~n~~~~FPO, San Francisco, 96602 

\iJ~~~~U~ 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commander, Special Landing Force Bravo 

Subj: Command Chronology for period 4 -31 July 1967 

Rof: (a) MCO 5750.2 
(b) FMFPACO 5750.8 
(c) 9th Y~r BrigO 5750.1B 

• 
, 

B~ Iff'· t!! L i'r!):~ t 
2nd fiN, Jrd M/\I~tS &. \ 

CONTkOL NO. LZ~£F:..: (,. 7 
~9~X 11~~~f __ OF 02-;;---. 

03/JJO/pgr 
3000 
31 July 1967 
Ser No. 036-67 

Encl: (1) Battalion Landing Team 2/3 Command Chronology 

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b) and (c), en­
closur41 (1) is submitted herewith. 

2. This letter is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1). 
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4 - 31 July 1967 
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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. DESlGNAT10N COMMANDER.,fa .... 

Battalion L1.nding Team 2/3 Major W. O. BEARD 
Major J. H. BROUJOS 
LtCol E. \-!. llERICH 

If··13 July 67 
14-16 July 67 
17-31 July 67 

B&S Company 

Company l<: 
Company F 

Company G 

Company H 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

Capt R. C. MADONNA 
Capt J ~ O. rWESLER 
Capt R. N. BOGARD 
lstLt R. D. KOEHLER 
Capt Tt. G. PONSFORD III 
Capt J. P. SHEEllAN 
Capt J. J. O'BRIEN 
Capt R. O. CULVER 

ATTACHED UNITS 

B Battery (Hdn) 1st Ba.ttaUon, 12th 11ArinM 

First Platoon (Rein), Company A, 3rd Tank Battalion 

Third Platoon (Rein), Company B, 1st ~RAC Battalion 

S~'cond Platoon (Rein), Company A, 3d Anti-Tank 
Battalion 

Third Pletoon, Company B, 3rd Recon Battalion 

Second Clearing Platoon (Rein),' Company B, Jrd 
M~dical Battalion 

2 
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4-26 July 67 
27-31 July 67 

4-31 July 67 
1-I-~28 July 67 

29-31 July 67 
4-7 July 67 
8-31 July 67 
4-31 July 67 

G. B. FILE Capt 
4 July 1967 

16··31 July 1967 
E.P.B. O'NEIL c2tLt. 

/-1--9 July 1';10/ 
] 6- 11 July 1967 
D. R. RUSH 2/Lt. 
4-9 July 19&7 

16-':31 July 1967 
F. Y. LAllLER 2/Lt. 
4-9 July 1967 

16-31 July 1967 
F. J. CARRIGAN liLt. 
4-9 July 1967 

16-31 July 1967 
S. C. SNITB LCdr 
4-9 July 1967 

16-20 July 1967 
J. P. RYAN LCdl" 
21-31 July 1967 
T. E. HUGHES liLt. 
4-9 July 1967 

16-31 July 1967 

I' 
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Fi.rst Platoon (Rein) , Company C, 3rd Hotor 
Transport 

First PIa toorl (Rein) , Company A, 3d Engineer 
Ba'ltaUorl 

llet "A ", Beach JumpEJr Unit - 1 

.. 

• 
• P Fl.II. 

t·, ...• 

A. G. MOO.ER 2/Lt •.. ~ ";('l 
4-9 July 1967 

16-31 July 1967 
\IT. II. HOOVER 2/Lt. 
4-9 .Tuly 1967 

24-31 July 1967 
J. R. ASHBURY 2/Lto 
4·9 July 1967 

16-31 July 1967 
J. F. DORSEY LTJG 
20-26 July 1967 

:1 20~!.QN 

I 

4-17 July 1967: Opera tions BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO; HICKORY II - RVN 
18-19 July 1967: Afloat with ARG Shipping 
20-26 July 1967: Operation BEAR CHAIN/FREHONT - RVN 
27-31 July 1967: Afloat with ARG Shipping; re$t and rehabilitation 

Da Nang 

.3. ST~£I,. OFFICEHS 

I~ecutive Officer 

S-l 

S··2 

S-3 

CommO 

Major J. Ho BROUJOS 

Z/Lt Be L. HEATON 

Capt V. Me SMITH 

MAjor D ... M. I.I!NON 

Capt Re Ro GREEN 

lILt JoB. DENNY 
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L~-31 July 1967 

4-31 July 1967 

4-31 July 1967 

I}_ 31 July 1967 
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NARHA'l'IVE: SUNMARY -""--,,,,", ... -.'-~~ 

.......... · .... '1'· .. • ..... .­."~ .. \f,~,If""~,,.., 

Battf(1ion Iandir.g 'l'(ilfm 2/,) ptn·Uc:l.pated in Operations BEAVER TRACK/ BUFFAW ahd HICKORY II 1~,.1? JuJy 1967, while OpeON to CO, 31'd Narines 0 This operation is disoussed hI detA::il in Part IV of this chronology. Dur­ing the podod 18 .. 19 July 1967, the BLT was embarked aboard ARG shipping and made preparations for Operat:ion BEAH CHAIN. This operation commenced 20 July 1967 and w&s terminatec 26 July 1967e During this opera.tion, the Bl,T ~lso participated in Operation FREMONT while OpeON to CO, htb M9.rines, wM. ch H.lIS conducted i.n conjunction l~ith BEAR CHAJN. Operation BEAR CHAIN/ FRE[,{ONT 15 discnu;se:d ill detail in Put IV of this cht'onoloeY. The period 27.)1 July 1967 ",as speYJt ~.bo.:Hd ARG shippi.ng and a rest and reha.biJitat­:l.on pl"ogr.!.lm HilS organi7:,od and conduotod in Da Nange 
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l~ J SEquEl~TIAL LlSTI::R:F ~~GNIFICANT EVENTS 

............... '. 
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1. COMBAT HISSIONS ASSIGNED. See Part IV _ ' 

2. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONDUCTED 

a. Operathns BEAVEn Tlu\CK/BUFFALO; EICKORY II: 4-17 July 1967 - RVN 
b. OperatiGns neAR CllAIN/FRRHONT: 20-26 July 1967 - RVN . 

3. CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENENY 

VCLNVA 
Ccmfirmed -
Probable 

4. CASUALTIES SUSTAINED 
J 

Q§.li£ 

OFFICER 
~ h1t HIA DOi; 

0 "0 0 

USN 

OFFICER ENLISTED . ' . 
KIA ~fIA NIA DOH KIA WlA MIA DOl" 
(5 --0 0' --0 2 17** 0' 0' 

I/< _ Includes 31 additional lilA sustained in Operations BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO; 
HICKORY II which 1-J'ere n(Jt includod in the a.i'tor acticJn report far thef;e .p­
erati<ms due to the inadequate time botween initial reports and receipt .f 
casualty cards, of ,.](.)unds sustainod jn tho field. 
** _ Includes 4 additional HIA sustatlned 1n O,i)Cl'Rtions BEAVER TRACK/BUF­
FALO;lIICKO~Y II l-lhlc:J 1,mre llGt includod in the after actlc)l1 report fGr these 
epera ti oms duo to tho j mdequ8. to t.:\. me bah-Teen i ni Hal reports and recoipt Qr 
casua.lty cards, of wounds :3ustainecl lrl tho fjclc1• 

5. NEW TEOJl\1J:QUES El1PLOYED. lbnc 

, 
,'" }-4 .. 
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6. COMMAND RELATIONS 

a. 040900H - 170920H July 1967. 
h. o41200H - 111000H July 1967. 

BLT 2/3. 

BLT 2/3 (-) OPCON CO,4dMarift~S):~frlf{ll 
1st Plat, Co B, 3rd Tank En OPCON 

c. 051000H - 1606o011 July 1967. "B" Btl"Y, 1st Bn, 12th Mar OPCON 
CO, 12th Marines. 

d. 051000H - l6060oH.Ju1y 1967. 1st Plat, Co A, .3rd TK En OPCON 
3rd TK Bn.' 

e. 0922JOH. 160600H July 1967. Following uRi ts of BLT 2/J OPCON 
to parent organizations 3rd Marine Division. 
(1) 3rd Plat, Co B, Jrd Recon Bn. 
(2) 2d Plat, (Rein), CO A, Jrd AT Bn. 
(3) Jrd Plat (-) (Rein), Co B, 1st AMTRAC Bn. 
(4) 1st Plat (-) (Rein), Co A, 3rd Engr En. 
(5) Det, LSU, FORLOGCMD. 
(6) 1st Plat, (.) (Rein), 31"G SP Ba." 
(7) 2d Cleal"ing Plat, Co B, Jrd Mad B.. 

f. 0922JOH - 241000H July 1967. 1st Plat, Co C, Jrd MT Bn OPCON Jrd j_ MT En. 

g. 21140011 - 2,51400Z July 1967. 2d Bn (Rein), Jrd Mal" OPCON CO, 
4th Marines. 

7. EgUIPMENT. See Part IV 

8. LOGISTICS. See Pal"t IV 

9. CIVIC ACTION. The co~nitment of the BLT as a speoial landing force 
during this p~riod precluded participation in an active civic action pro­
gram because of its operational requirements. 

10. ADMINISTRATION 

a. PERSONNEL ACCOUNtING, A shortage of consumable supplies still 
exists. 

b. A'I,vARDS. None 

c. PROMOTIONS. Major - 1, GySgt - 2. 
i 

d. U;GAL ,~~i;JllIt1II"lNE. None 

la':', , ;OSTAr:.;'S~~isfactol:'y 
i 

f. PAY and ALLgWANCES. Satisfactory ......... 
6 
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Ge ~Q.§Id EXCHA~gl~o The ship store facilities of ARG shipping were II 
utUjzed dUl"ing this l"epol"ting p01"iod while the BLT was afloat. There '~ 
w.;,re no PX facilities availablE, ashore except for the brief period 27-31 
July vJbcn the BLT l.:rent to Da Nang. 

h. ~LIGrOUS SERVICES. During this period a total of nine (9) Pl"ot­
estant Dlvino Services were held within the Battalion. Catholic Mass was 
held a total of four (4) times during this period by Commandol" Victol" 
IVEHS, Cha,plain USS Tripolio The total attendance fol" the Protestant 
S~rvic~s was 190. The total for Catholic Mass was 135. Dul"ing this re­
porting period there were a total of 27 Bible Studies with a total atten­
dance of 125. The Chaplain held a total of 27 personnel interviews with 
BLT 2/3 }hrines. Protestant Services were held either directly in the 
field or in the forecastle of the USS Tripoli. The samel\tlp1ies to all 
Catholic Sorvic~s. 

i. MR. The baUdion recoi ved th~~;fol1.owi11e R&R quotas: China 
Beach ~ 33, Hong Kong - 19, Hanila - 5, Okinaw& - 7, Kuala Lumpu - 4, 
Ha,Ha1i ." 20, Penang - 4, Singapor - 7, Bangkok - 20, Toyko - 1?, Taipei .. 
7. . 

,." 

Ba.ttJe 
Non-Lattl~ 
Admjn 

12. INTELLIGENCE 0 See Part IV. 

CO:HMUNICA'I'lONS. Seel Part IV. ... ,.. ... ' 

USMC 
OFF-ENL 
o 8I 

2 0 
3 46 

!!§!1Q 
OFF ENL 
-;; 64 
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1'10 ag,TIVA!IONS/DE!CTIVArION§/I~~n~SIGNA!;[Qllih None 

SlI.1 lEI 1 ?It. 
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2nd BN, 3rd MAR, S lit t .. (~ 
HEADQUARTERS :ONTROL NO. -.~l2a. L~~I~~ ." 

Battalion Landing Team 2/') (Ofr ~O J I -
FPO, San Franci se@ 96602 ...':---- .~,:-'" .... ~._,!?F_{, 0 

O,)/JJO/pgr ,-ltKi -; 

~~ 
nenn. 
From: CQ~~andlng Officer 
To: C~mmandor, Special Landing Force Bravo 

')000 . 
17 July 1967 
Ser No. 0032-67 

Subj: Combat After Action Report (Operations BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO; 
HICKORY II). 

Rof: (a) HAPS: VII~TNAN, AHS 1:50,000 L7014, Sheets 6J42 I, 6442 IV. 
(b) CTG 79.5 Frag OrdEll' (Operation BEAVER TRACK). 
(c) ')rd !-1arines Frag Order (Operation CDJARRON 7-67). 
(d) 3rd M.arines Frag Order (Operaticm HICKORY II 1-67). 

Encl: (1) Overlay of Operation BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO. 
(2) Overlay of O[leratioh I-IICKORY II. 

1. Operations BEAVER TIlJ\CK/BUFFALOiHIClCORY II 

2. Dates of 0eerati0ns 

(1) m:;AVER THACK/BUFFALO: 04{)700H - 140659B July 1967 
(2) HICKORY II: 140700n - 170920H July 1967 

3. Location. Operations BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO and HICKORY II were con­
ducted in Gi¢ Linh a»d Cam L~ Districts, Quang Tri'Provinca, Republic 
of Vietnam. 

4. Task Orf?anizatil)n" 

BLT 2/;; 
H & S Co (-) (Rein) 

Det, llq Bn, Jrd I1ar Div 
Det, Hq Co, 3rd Y.ar '#. .. 
Det, B Btry (Rein), 'l'stBn, 12th Hal' 
Det, 15th Dental Co 

2nd Clearing Plat (Rein), Co B, Jrd Mad En 
1st Plat (-) (Rein), Co A, 3rd Engr Bn 
1st Plat (-) (Rein), CQ C, 3rd HI' En 
1st Plat (-) (Roin), Co C, 3rd SP En 
Det, LSU, fer Log Crod 
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Hajor BEARD 
(4-13 July 1967) 
Major BROUJOS 
(14-16 July 1967) 
Lt Col BERTCH 
(17 July 1967) 
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Dtt, H &: S Co 
lit Sao·, 8_ Mort Plat 
net, M.d Plat 
net. Iatel Seo 
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Dtt, B Btl')' (Reia). lit Ba, 12th Mar 
Det, lit Plat (Reia), Co A, 'rd her BIt 
Dtt, lit Plat (Reia), Co C. 3rd,SP Ba 

Dlt, H Ii S Co 
2ad S.o, 8_ Mort Plat 
!lit, Med Plat 
Det, latll Seo 
FAC TIll 

Dlt, B Bt17 (Reia), lit Ba, 12th Mar 
Det, let Plat (Rei"), Co A, 31'd &agr Ba 
Dtt, 1st Plat (Rein), Co C, 3rd SP Sa 

Co q~~1a) 
Det, H & S Co 

31'd SIO, 8~ MOrt' Plat 
,lltt, Mid Plat-

o Ott, I.t.l S.o 
FA.C Tm 

Dtt, B Btry (Reia), l,t Ba, 12th Mal' 
D.!t, lit Plat (Reia), Co A., ,rd ma,r Ba 
lit, lit. l'bt (Rei.). C{'I C, 3rd SP Jbt 

Co H~'1D) 
Dlt, H &: S Co 

4th SIO, 8lmm Mort Plat 
net, M.d Plat 
!lit, Iatll SIO 

Dtt, B Btl')' (Rei.), lit Ba, 12th Mar 
Det, lit Plat (Rei_), Co A. 3rd EIlsr Em 
Dtt, lit Plat (Rei.), Co C,' 3rei SP Sa 

10. RR nat 

"~E Bta (.)" PI") e lIt Be, Uth Htr 

\, Jr4 ~~t~~!a~ ~,' Be lIt AHWC " 
Det. H & S Co, let AMTRAC BJ\ 

2 
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Capt BOGARD 

lit Lt KOEHLER 

- I 

Capt· SHEEHAN 

\" 

I) , ' 

Capt CULVER 

bd Lt ,BOO 
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• 
2nd Plat ,(~ii1")JCo A",al1ci,A'l',ISit " "', ,t .. "') ". J ",, 

2nd, .'P,l gtt., t(;:() A "~Ij ""H\',1 .!' 'I·\. ,'J ,', i ", ) '; .. \I, ,,' ; , ~, 

Dtt, ,It ,& 1& (1'.Ql, r(lrtt Amc,& j., I ,I ".If!')/'J.f :)i\\:." 1 ,)1,) \'", 

• <~·lj·,)I,.J,t(.~ I,' :. ', •. c:;{f! .. :,:".; ~: 

3M Plat. Co B. 3m Rtcon Bn 

,2IlQ Jit (LAWLER 
'.'':l t 

"j ,,, •• 

1st Lt CARRrr;AN' 
.J '/!'I"'" \,'t'~i·J.J#.,1ll0JJ~, ... ,,~." ',',1 ~;.' ... ',i,i, • 

2nd BUrt, ~,(ihi .. it"Co ,,:4J i3mh,l.JklBn I, ,j i ,,' '"1': " " iaRQ. ,tt ;<J "'-OF;) 
,12mi,Rlat.·,.Co,£: ,'lJI..J,;"l('j'') :,.' .' . "1 id, 

Dtt, H,! S ,Co, Jrd T~ iBi "j , ; 1, 'I.: ! •. jJ'Al' 'I, 

.:,1" .... { , •. ~/ i·'·II~. '~r:..' ." '.('q01. (') i.l l : i 

SUPlldr t.1as;lW"11 ,,';./ i 'l~'!':"" t'~ . t,·' ;11 ,:, ! .. ..i ~ " ,.01 , , . I \ I , ", 
1,1.1.1 .,/,', ,~. ,t oJ,',';;.: "~ .. ~. . l' · .. ·,.Ii. I,' II I'" f' 

a. Air anei a ~·tillel"Y. '"" •. ,ay~U"\>l" ~(jl,J;,bt ~~t Q,ur;1ng ~qt~ ,oI'.ra tl~nl, .1(1' • 

cover.d :l:n this, r.port. od iWe:rtt used .xtetld~ely iJa both pl'.~l.J),ft,~aac1 f\:!(). 
immediate missif;n!lo Nava'. gun fire W'U Rot available to the BLT duriRg. \ i r I' 
these operatiol". 

I 
b. Combat supp~ and combat service .upport unit. attached tb the 

BLT did not d1~e~.tly :'\lpport1fhe bat,talioR ashore uRle.. they weriOrlg1-; . i. 
nally task organiz.cf to one of the companies. Thesl iupporUag u . tswere '" 
landed on D+5 aad wert CHOPPED OPOON to par.nt organizations of th 3rd ... 
Marin. Division. 

.' L 

c. On D-Day, Operation BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO, 1st Plat, Co B, ;rd T~nk 
SQ, CHOPPED OPCON·to the battalion at Cam 10 artillery poa1t1oJa. thfl a:,­
s~gnment of these weapons proved to be a hindranc. rather than an aid to 
the battalion's movement in its assigned AO. The per,ofta.l of this unit 
were ready and willing to provide support d.sired, howev.r, maiRt.~ance 
problems and terrain wire constarat obstacles to .their overall .ffectiveness. 

d. Each rifle company was provided close combat engin.er support for 
the destruction of en.my fortifications. The attachment of this I~pport, 
at rifle company l~vel, proved to be the mo.t effeotive m.thQd of .mploy­
ment, allowing immediate And effective destruction of en.my fort'ifioatiol'lS 
al the batt.lion moved through areas wher8 search and destroy missions 
w.re conduct@rin 

(1) CAS WaS considered to be exc.llent ov.rall, and ift view of the 
numb.r of times it was requested, it was considered to b. v.rytimely. 
Target accur,cy during BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO wa~ amoftg the b.,t that the 
battalion has witn4llss.d in recent operations. Ji'hed .... 1M aircraft conduct.d 
18 missions lind d .. Hnred a total of. 124,000 pound, of ordJa ... o •• 

A1IP, 

i'·" ~ 
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--'l~J ~~~~ . I 
~ . rt, HEDEViC a.d taotioal troop ROV .... t. by 

h.licopt.r. wr. oo.lid.r.d .athfaotory. Ther. wer. two oooal1o •• 1ft 
whioh r •• po ••• to ••• rg.ncy MEDEVAC r.qu •• t. took mol" than 60 ai.ut ••• 
All oth.r MlDEVAC r.qu •• t. w.r. a •• wer.d .xp.ditiou.ly. 

• 
t. Artill.rl. Th. battalio. r.ceiv.d .xoell.nt artill.ry iuppor~ 

throu&heut both operatio... Delay. 1. oouaterbatttry ol.araaoll Wt. Mt 
.0 pr.val.nt a. tho ••• ~.r1 •• o.d 1n'pr.v1ou. op.ratio ••• Oa Oft. oooa.'~~, 
,l.ao.t in.taDt'''.OUt 8"aouat.rbatt'!7 til" on , lllOmm rook.t pol1tioJll 
.il •• c.d ••• my tir.,and TAC (i) report.d the pOlitio. d •• troy.d. Th. cor 
ti.uou. ,rtill.ry fir.d 1 •• upport of Compa~ P, wh •• h.avily .n,a,.d ~:. 
,n •• ttaat.d 200 NYA, OD 8 July, tura.a , n.ar .tal ... t. to a. ov.rwh.lm. 
i., d.t.at ot a ••••• y unit whOI' 10 •••• numb.rtd Will ov.r 100. A toial 
ot 6,088 rouad. of artill.ry of a •• ort.d typt. w.r. tir.d 1. ,upport of tn. 
battal1o •• 

6. lIt.ll1s •• c. 

BEAVii TIi'~s8fff!a!h' SitUAtion led CApabiliti •• Prior to Operation 

(1) E •• Il Str'.8th 

(a) Jlst NV! Regime"t 
str.ngth. 2,400 
Lo~.t.1 ... ., I Gio aah Dbtriot 

(b) ;2'11 l';'V A Reg1111'l\t 
Stp.n~thl 2.000 
LooatioD' N~~- An Provino. 

(0) 90th NYi R.g1~-l\t 
Str-agth. 2,100 
Locatioa, Coa Thi.n Ar.a 

Cd) 29th NY! R_gjmeat H •• dqu.rt'~$ 
Str.ngth, 800 
Looation. Y11 096665 

(.) 7th Battalion. 29th NVA R.~1m •• t 
Str'.gth I lI.Oo 
locatio.. YD 085646 

(t) 9th Blttal1oJ'l, ~9t.h .R.g111l.nt. 

• • 
strillngthl 400 
Lo~.tionl YO 085646 
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• 
~O)rd NVA R.gt.e.t 
Strength' 2,600 
Location. North Qua.g Tri ProviDce 

• 

(h) The enemy is armad with 82ml1l mortar., 60mm mortar., 7.5ID 
rtcoiUt .. rifles, 57mm rtooilltu rUles, 12o'7mm U/MG, 1201M1 rocketa, 
auto.atic .. apo.s and individual arms. 

(2) Entmy Sj ~uatioao Th. tn.my it, unkJaoWll etr.:ngth wi. Iloving 
.outh from tht DMZ, thr,at,.tng Con Th1,. aRd the MSR betw, •• Co. fbi, • 
•• d Cam Loo 

(3) lI,mY Capabiliti'.. Thl, ••• mf had the capability to. 

(.) Attaok o~ d,f •• d with up to oa. NYA Regia.at. 
(b) Reinforce i. oonn.ctio. with (a) above with up to o.e' 

NYA Regimt.te 
(0) Harass friendly forc.s u.ing mortar., lurpri •• firiag 

devices &ad ~poradic small arm. fire. 

b. Eaemz §L!'!Mth !,..a4.§.!.t:.Y.aUon p.iri!!& Operatio. BEAVER TRACI/BUFP'AlQ. 

(1) 4 July 1~ Thert wa~ nep.:.Uve tn.lI1y contaot Oil 4 July 1967. 

(2) ~ July 1967. ~.my cor,l.ct on .5 July 1967 wu limited to s.m1~ 
automatic fire r.ceived at coordinat.s YD 105672.' Fift •• n fortifi.d pOlit. 
ions were destroyed at coordinate. YD '104643 and on. command d,tonat.d a.t1-
tank mi •• was di.oovered and evacuat.d from eoord1aatt. to 099659. 

(3) 6 July 196Z. Mod.rate co.tact a.d tn.my mortar atta,ok. char ... 
act.rlE.d 6 July 1967. A ~rob. of Company E, lin •• at ooordiaatt. YO 107612 
by a. IIU.mated 25 NVA at 0535H ruult.d !a .5 ru (ooafira.d) aad 12 KIA 
(probable). A ,earch of the ar.a result.d in the recovtry of two (2) SIS 
carbille., five (5) barrel magaE1n.s with 1,000 round. of a.mua1t1o., 12 
AK-47 magazine. and pouohee, two (2) ~.~t~1d~. belt •• aoh with 20 clip. of 
7.62 ammunition, 16 Chicolll grenadu,w on. (1) M-26 gr •• adt, 0 •• (1) corp •• 
lIan', bag wi tl\ pUll, ctr.ss1ags. vi 16a alld oiatnltnt. Alao at 0535H, the 
Battalio. CP aad Company G r.o.~vtd 40 round. of 60l11li1 mortar fir. at 00-
ordi.at.s YD 10,656: At 0800H Company H at ooordinat., YD 115675 rlo.iT.d 
•• mi-automatie fire aeoompaai.d by 60mm mortar fir. aDd two (2) RPG rock •• 
rouftd'e Fire was returned rl.ultjn~ 1n 14 IIA (coaf1rmtd) and 19 IIA 
(probable). At 1030H, the attach~d tanks spotted NYA 1a dark gr ••• unifora. 
with 80ft covers and at l.a,t two wearing body armor and helmets. Tank 
fire result.d ~A (co.ri~.d) and 10 IIA (probabll)o At 1530H, a 
patrol from Co~ r.ceived 15 rounds of 60mm mortar fire at coordiaat •• ' 
YD 113675 &ad at 212511, CompaJaY H at ooordinates YD 114667 rloeived 25 
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rowad. 0:~·60.r'·iio·riir r.. .m1 .. autollllt1e fir. wu r.ot1v.d tromth •• 
riotaity ot YD 1086'77. A Ii.,l. eOllllUnd d.touttd ol.;vmoll. va ••• t ott' 
.t ooo'rdiMt .. YD09S66J .lId two OOIlUlllM d.toaatlel ola)'lllor .. "'1" tlr.d 
alao.t .i..ultaa'ou.ly at ooord1 .. t •• YD 101667. 'KMtmy oa.ualtit. tor 
6 July 1967 Wlr. 37 DA (ooa!izom.d) · ... d 40 KIA (probabl.). ' . 

(4) ! July 1Wh '7 July 196'7 IIW • ma rk.d d.ar.... 1. .a.my 
aotivity. OR •• aemy wa. tir.d Oft at'ooordia.t" YD1l3667aad oa. ~14 
•• Ia&in •• ad pouoh wtr. r.coT.r.d. A small b ••• ·camp with 10 bunk.r. a~d 
lS toxhol .. w •• dheOT.II.d at ooordia.t .. YD llS66?Two ot the builk.r. 
bad r,..h blood .ta1n. ·1a th.m. A •• aroh ot the ar •• in the vioinity ot 
ooord1aat •• YD 101671 ~110wing an artillery barral' r.v.al.d many blood 
.tain. and dr ••• i.S'b Twabty-on. w.ll built bunk.r., a mortarp1t aad 
.ix (6) rou~ ot 82mm mortar ammunition wtr. d110ov.r.d at coordinat •• 
YD 107676. Aaoth.r mortar po.itioa and bunk.r Wlr. d •• troy.d at ooordi. 
aat •• YD 096613. 0.. aati.tank min. wa. di,oov.r.d aad d •• troy.d at 00. 
ord1ut •• YO 08,658. Four .n.my weT ••• gag.d by .. rd ..... utomatio fir ... t 
ooordinat .. YO 116675 Nlultb, 1n 1 KIA (oonfirm.d), 2 W.(probabl.), 
aDd the oaptur. ot a.sort.d 782 ,.ar. 

(S) 8 July 1967. Heavy oORtaot ""II mad. Oft the .rt.Z'aooa or8 
Jull 1967. Semi-automatio fir. WI' firat r.c.iv.d at ooardiaat •• YD 
098061. Artill.ry.nd air waf call.d·1n r'lultini in 4 KIA (oonf1~.d) 
aad 6 IIA (probabl.) ~ Opo. returning to th. ar.a,automatio til" an4 . 
Ir.aadt. "1" r.o.iv.d. The .nauta, right r.ault.d ia ~5 KIA (oonfirm.d) 
aid 20 ItA (probabl.). Shortly th.r •• tt.r, 200.250 NYA w.r •• alal.d ia 
the vioia1ty of ooordi .. t .. YO 0896,54. - YD 0816,54. A.zot111.Z7 aac! liZ' Wtr. 
oall.d 1_ al the ••• my .l.ot.d to 010.. aad li,ht .tt.mptia, to OT.rrua 
tr1.adlr toro... Th. relult. wire 43 KIA (confirm.d). 50 IIi (prob.bl.) 
aad 1 '''-47 oaptur.d. Eat1q uhndl. wr. diloov.r.d .t ooordiaat •• YD 
107671. oat aat1 .. tallk Ilia. wII,dtltroy.d and oa. RPG launoh.r, a p.ok, 
a blood,taillld I.t ot ut1ltt1 •• , a h.lm.t .ael a mortar tub. OOTtr Wlr • 
• vacuated tro. ooordinat •• YO 115676. SR1p.r til'. wa' r.o.iT.d aad a 
bouao1as betty •• t off at coord1a.t •• YD 092661. Aa URkaOwa .xplodl_, 
d.vio. va ••• t oft at ooordlaat •• YD 116676. A •• arnh or thi. ~~a VI. 
tho rough ty mad. r.vta11a," OOJlt.a1Rtr. of mortar tu ... t IIv.n ~ '7) AK-4? 
maga!1 ... and ammua1t1oR. two ~~1com Ir.nad ••• two hom. m.d. dtmo11t1oa 
kit, aad 782 I.ar. On the .v.ninl ot 8 July 1967, the Batta110a CP .ad 

. Compaay Q r.o.iv.d 12 round. ot 120mmrook.t.. Throu,h the .v.a1a, of 8 
July 1967, Battalioa TAC N.t 11 wa •• ubj.ot to iat.rftr •• a. frOll Nil. jam. 111... r.my 10'" for 8 July 1967 .. r. 82 KIA (ooafbmtcl) aM 86 III. . 

. (probabl.), 
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m OJ (6) ~lontaChith the ~n:!1o:~~'1:':~:1 
"as negative. An unkr.own exploding device was t.ri:pped at coordinate!! YD 
101655. The Battalion CP was subjected to nine (9) rounds of 120mm rock.t 
fin from the vicinity of coordinates YD 053'1040 A bivouac ar.a was dis­
covered at coordinat.s YD 105652 and enemy bunkers were destroy.d at co­
ordina tes YD 096614~ YD 0906.54 and YD 098674c Twenty fresh graves ... ch 
co.ta1n1ng o.e or two bodies were discovered at coordinates YD 090655 
along with thr.e (3) 82mm mortar rounds and 24 60mm rounds which wtre de­
stroy.do The graves were believed to contain enemy dead from the action 
of 8 July 19670 A search in vicinity of coordinates Ya 090400 yielded 
tight (8) RPG rockets, three (3) Chicom grenades, o.e(1) Chicom claymore, 
eight (8) b1ast:ing caps, 100 hilt of electrical wire, three (3) boosters 
of RPG and )00 rounds of AK-47 ammunition - destroyed, and 782 gtar, doc­
uments, L1otia. money .Dd four (4) gas masks - .v .. cuated~ 

(7) ~July 1~. A b~nker complex .-d six (6) 82mm mortar rouads 
destroyed at coordiaates YD 10)661 wu the extent of e.emy presence noted 
o. 10 July 1967. 

(8) !L~&l2~7~ Er,emy effectivenes8 Oft 11 July wu evident oaly 
by a taak blowing an AT mine at coordinat., YD 128638e 

':' (9) 11.13 Ju1Y_12.6u There WH negative enemy co.tact on 12 a.d 
0., 13 July 19670 -

Co Ellemy Strengthl .. §1tua ti~.!!~ C4t.e!.t11t~_Pr·:12.t...i2 .. .opna tion 
!!!ckory IIo 

(1) ~!ml Str.ngth~ The el"lelTJy w.~ upol'ted to havt movtd two 
companies of the 29th NVA Regiment into the are. of operatio. to support 
local enemy forces, 

(2) §~~~~.!:.~~lionv> The area of operations had been occupied 
by friendly forces up to 48hours before Operation BEAVER TRACK/HICKORY lIo 
No dgaific.nt enemy contact had been m.deo It was believed that elements 
of the 29th NVA Regiment were conducting reeon operat.io •• in the arUe 

(J) Enemy CaE.~bU111!~. The enemy was capable of, 

(a) Harassing with small arms fire, mortars and eu~rise 
firing device. 0 

(b) Attacking or deferlding on a limit.d scale when given a 
fa vorable tactical 51. tua tion 0 
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, (1) 14 July 196Z£ No actual .nemy contact was mad, oa 14 July 

\Q 1967. ~my surprise firi_g devices Wire set off at coordinat.s YD 075622, 

YD 076620 aad YD 0726350 . Non. of th.s. devic.s were corumaad d.to.at.d o 

One Chicom olaymor. miae was discovered at coordinates YD 0706350 Lat. ia 

the ev.ahg of 14 July 1967, Company E receiv.d 40. rounds of 82nun mortar 

fire from coordinate, YD 08)6446 . , 

v . . 

" (2) 1 and 16 Ju 1 6"!l. There was negative enemy co.tact '("'1 15 

\' ud 16 Julf 1 70 Operation BEAVEn. TRACK/HICKORY II termi.at.d OB 17 July 

1967. . 

ee Summary of ..§.!IQ'Ui.2!!,..!!EDemx.~!!!!t:1eb No ae", or aignifioaftt 

eDemy tactics or aotivities w.re revealed during this operat1ono En,my 

tactics of utilidng surprise firing devices, mortara, and .mall prob.s 

is standard when friendly forces are semi-stationary in the r1eld~ Th. 

one major engag@lTIent f, •• med to have resulted from NVA troops being onth. 

move w.n engaged oy j riew1J y forcef; 0 Since these friendly forcel!! 'W.r, 

initially :,lIla 11 h. (.,:,'rber, t.he Et)emy sensing a db tinct tactioal advan-. 

ta~e 4 choos~ t" .. ttack, attempUng to overrull i,.1t.1al frie,ndly forc •• and 

subsequent 2'flinforCettlf.nts 0 

70 MisaiQ!l 

1.0 Operation B~V~R l 'Iy\9!LBUFF'Al.f!. 

(1) At L-,Hour on D.Day land in LZ CANARY and deploy to an &S~embly 

ar.a to. be designated and be pr.pa~.d fo~ ~mployment as directed in 3~d 

Marin. Divi81ol'l area 0 

(Z) At H-Hour on lJ..L,ay ('ond'J.e!. S&D operations north of Cam to 

attacking on a south to north nis in area bounded on north by Yn 69, in 

w.st by YD 04 , in south by Cam 1.0 River .. ad in east by ID 120 :La co,.jua­

etion with S & D opera. tions, a detailed search will b. mad. for possibl, 

mortar/rocket sit.s and arms eacileso 

b o Ope!!llQ.!L1J.!£glli.L1:~.i. Conduct S&D operations on .. south to north 

axis establishing bloc~'i.ng posi tiona .in vicinity u shown on operations 

overlay (enclosure (z)) 0 Be pr()pOlred to CIlOP OPCON from Jrd Marinas on or 

about 16 July 196'7. 

80 Coneee:L2L~r.!ti2-!'.!_:! 

1.0 . Oper.tiou_BEA.Ylli..!HA~~§Y.E!:lLO n::'olo.\\t!.Jl)l 

(. t.,.l!c>ur on D .. D.I!.Y BLT 2/.3 f.'owduct", an adminhtrative helo­

borne move W'.i th fc!u:t' l'~lf:rorc(.d riflecompulic, .; ,ld ;a t"oltlITland group into 

I .... 
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LZ CANARY, assembly area fvr' employment asdil-toted 

ill .3rd Marine Divis1c" . "'11\.11 0 tached urli ts BLT 2/3 prepare to1ud ud . , 

CHOP OPCON·to par.a~ prganizatioftl of Jrd Maria. Divisiollo 

(2) S.oolld' Battalion (Reia), 3rd Maria .. , coasiltiag of a co-.ud 

group aad tour reillforced rifle eomp ... i.!, co.duct. SID on. ratio •• aorth 

of Cam to Rivero Operation consists of two ph.se.a Attack Oil .outh to 

aorth axi. to LOA (YD 69), turning aftd attackiag to the west. Wh •• attack' 

cro •• es Phase Line BlUe, second phasl comm.noes with attack to continue oa 

a aorth to south axil to Cam 1.0 Rivero 

b o Operatioa HICKORY 11:> Sooond . Batta110a (Rein), .3rd Marin.s estab.­

lith .. b10ckbg positions with four r1fle companies and a coD1maM group 1a 

vieiftity a, de.igaated in opetation.·overiay (Enclosure (2». 

9. §ncutioa 

I.e Operatioa BEAVER TRACK/BUFFAlD 

(1) 040640H. CO 2/3 aRd Compaay H departed USS Tripoli aad arr1Ted 

c.m to at 04070.5Ho 
(2) 040810Ho CCllIun .. ad Group Alpha arrived LZ CANARY a».d mO'VId tQ 

vicinity YD 13661.50 
(3) 040820H~ Compaay H completed lift to LZ CANARY ud 1!10Ved to 

viei.ity YD 140614. 
. (4) 0409.50lf. COll1pallY F' complet.d lift to LZ CANARY ll'.ld moved to 

vicinity YD 13J619. 
(.5) 04104SH o Company E (iomphted Hft to LZ CANARY aJldmoved to 

vieillity YD 1.376190 
(6) 041200H. Tanks from .3rd Tank Bne PIt -B" OPCON to 2/3 moved' 

to vicinity YD 14661j. 
(7) 041250H o Company G completed lift to LZ CANARY and moved to 

vicia1ty YD 1J8617. 
(8) 041JOOH. 2/3 CHOI'PED OPCON to )roc1 ivlaria .. 0 

(9) 041300Ho Frag Order ~-67 received from ;rd Maria •• for 4 a.d 

.5 July 1967, 
(10) 041J:30H o IA.d Elementa of (;omp.my F comm.nced moveme.t to the 

west 0 SeeUoa of tanks with C0!'l.pany F and one with Company B. Uni ts lIIoviag 

to be positiofted for sw •• p to the north on th~.e axis.s. 

(11) 041730H. All UBi t. posi t~,one'd for the Jl1ght with aight act! vi. 

tit.. Units were locatl'!1'l at: COJ!1l!1"'"~ r1't'our> Alpha and eo_pa.,- G at In 

108616, Compa.y E .. 1 YO 110620, COIrlpany 1<' at YD 108617 aJ1d Compuy H at YD 

11.5626. 
(12) 0.50300H. Issued Frag Order 52-67 to .11 units~ 
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'(14) OSQ915H. Coapaay F •• our.d obj.otiv. 11 with a. oppo.itio.o 
(15) 050945"0 Compaay E •• cur.d obj.ctiv. 12 with ao oppolition~ 
(16) OS0945Ho CApe.,- E di'clv.Jt.d 15 fortified buaker. 10cat.d 

at ID 10464) ~~ .. r. Ge.\ro:y.d b1 d ... litio ••• 
(l?) OJlJ05Ho Coaput i'reo.iT.d .poradie .aiper til" 'from YD 

1056720 Rtt\&NM tire with ,.all ani.. ..\aia.d.M (1) ,W aad 0 •• (1) 
WIAo .",. 

(18) OS16SOH. Lead .1.m.at. ot Coapaay G di,coT.red oa •••• my 
.. tti .. up what ...... r.d to b. a Iud Ili •• at ID 0996590' .'IIIY tltd and 
"., t1Hd upea. ..., .. 1 follow.d 1a pUJ'.u1~ with a.gat,.: ... r.lUlt.~ 

(19) 051.... RtotiT.d Fr., Ord.r tro. 3fd Kari.... ' 
,_(20) 05101,.. b.ued ha, Ord.r 53-67 ot. all \Ul1\ •• 

N (21) 060,535Bo p.rla.tn of Co.paa)' E .t YD 107672 prob.d by ap-
prorlMt.1J 2.5 IMa1 with ... 11 u....... Retun.d tire with machiM guao. 
Artillll'J va. called 1a aad .. chi.. sua fir. dro.. th.. •• MY tato artil­
l.ry t.pac\ ar.a. lloell.at .ft.ot oa targ.t area. Staroh of ar.a at 
tir.t light produc.d 14 ••• my III (coarin.d) .ad 19 IlA (probabl.) ••• 
th.r. Wlr. bloody base" ud 4ra"ug iIlpri.tI. Mbe.no.oul 782 
g.ar, _dicd bal. tw (2) Chic'lIl carbia •• SIS tJPe. two (2) cartridg. 
belt. 20 clip. Mch ..t ".82 .... , 16 Chic •• ,r.aadll, riv. (5) barrel I1&g- . 
ad .. , w1.tl1 pouoh .. WI" cap+xlr.1o , 

(22) Ob09tObo CoIIpaay G aad CoIlllU.lld Greup at ID 105656 Hodv.d 
approxi .. t.ly 40 rou.d. 6r.. aortal" r.sulting i. 0 •• IIA aad fourWIA'. 
.Tacuat.d. Fourt ...... -.. ao'. were al.o r.cordedo 8lMa mortar aad arti-
llery ftl tired •• the .... y .usp.ct.d poll,tioa c.asiilg '.ll.my ,rir.o 

(23) 06080080 eo.paay H patrol r.c.iTed 11&&11 arll. aad 60.. 1I10r­
tar tir.. Fir. was cmlll froll a church i. the .1''' at ID 1236740, Patrol 
HturM<i ... n al'll' fire ,w u'Ul1ud til" 1'1'011 tw '\.ob that wu with 
the patrolo Ta.kl r.C.iT.a RPG,rock.t rounds, OJl. hittlag the turr.t alad, 
one hittbg track.~ but both tub WI" 'till opeHblt.Arti11.ry aha10a 
eoaducted tiri.g 156 rouadl oa.aemy po.itioap r.eultiag 1 •• a.my c.as. 
tir.. Patrol bad OM ru aad lix WU "0 . 

(24) 060930H o Patrol from Coapaay, F bit bye1a,..r. aia. at ID 
09566J which app.ar.d to b. comm.~d d.toa.t.do Ther. wasao further co.­
taeto COMpany F .ulta1a.d thr •• (3) llA'. a.d oa. (1) WIAo 

(25J 061oo0Bo Co~aay G •• tab11.h.d PPB at YD 101667 ud ,.at 
. forward .l.m.at. to ch.ck out ar.ao 'Two co .... d d.toaat.d claymor.. .x­

ploded. Ar.a Val o.T.red with Rail ara. til" aad follow.d wire. wh'toh . 
.. t ott Ilia •• 0 . 

(26) 0610JOHo Taak pU e ).-and.r r.port.d '"iaC NY! at YD 11767:3 
i. dark ,r ••• un11'oru with .oft oov.r., &Ad at l .. st two nr. weariag body 
armor ud US hela.tlo Tau. took .ae1l1 uader tiZ'l1dtb ~~a .. d ~ 0Il1 MGo 
Thoro;';; covorago with 16 III (C0Ilf1"'i~~\1~_'fi.rOb<.b10)' 
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(27) 0 

1086770 Echo return~d fire with 
round tmipe'r 'flr~"from Tn . 

(28) 061417Ho Company E caned air .trike on 8 Ifttmy buull'" at tD 
1086770 Patrol sut. out to searoh the tre.o Patrol was. tak •• under fir •• 
Patrol pulled back and caned 1ft artil1eryo . Patrol sustai.ed two WIA's. 

(29) 06l420Hu Frlg Order from Jrd Marines :received.' " 
(0) (6) 5JOHo Pat.rol from CompalilY H took 1,5 rounds of 60mm mortar 

while returning to CPo Mortar fire received fr,.:I:: YD 115674 was sile.ced with 
arti nery "l'Id mortar fire < PI. tro 1 had 12 WIA evac and one WIA lIlon medevao 0 

(31) 061800Ho Mortar fire from YD 11J675 was received at CompaJlY H 
po.itioRo Artillery was oalled in at enemy pOlitio. resulting i. two .eoo •• 
dary explosions 0 . • 

(J2) 061930H" Frag Order 54-67 Issued to all u.Jtso , 
(33) 06Z12.5Ho Approximately 2.5 rounds of 60mm mortars were r.~eiv.d 

by Company H YD 1146670 Artillery was ,:aU.d in on sU.pected pos1tione 
('34) 0622] ,SHo COl1:pany E heard mOVemnt forward of their lines 0 A 

total of 99 round! artillery wu deliver'ltd at YD 101671 iIlto suspectede •• my 
area. At early light 1.1"'" was oheoked and patrol disoovered drag imprints, 

,bloOdy stains And'bandages, determining 8 probable'miso 
" (35) 070630H. Company ,R ob8erved o.e eilouhette of enemy by perimeter 
'at YD 1136670 Fired M-79 at target; chlcked area. at first Ught, di!5oovered 
''blood soaked !·!..14 maguin. and poucho 

',. (36) O?O?4.5Ho 20 fut of comm\1r~:i C9.tion 'wire was discovert"d by Compa.y 
,R patrol at YD 105672 at trail crosaingo JunctiOJl wu also marked by sman 
rock pUlo Hire was destroyed and rock., were Icatteredo 

(37) 070930He PAtrol from Company H discovered what appeared to be 
.. small NYA Camp at YD 11566'( Q Ten bunkers 4 ft X 6 'ft were di.oovered along 
with 15 fighting holuo Fr .. h blood found in t"wo bunkers and trac •• or blood 
on bamboo lllil tting ,J Sunken were destlooyedo 

(38) 071115Ho Company E patrol fol1nd extensive bunker complex at YD 
107676 consi sting of 21 bunkers whioh were wen built and well, hidca.; about 
a week oldo One rr.ortar pi t was abo dhcovered along with six 82mm nlortar \, 
rounds which were destroy~rlv 

(39) 0714l4f]0 Comp~ny F pHtr·ol dhcovered .nti-ta~k mine at YO 
095658 which was dest.rcyedo 

(40) O?1500H. Patrol f.rom Company E discovered on. bunker' 4' X 6' 
and a reinforced mortar pit at YD 096673. 

(41) On,30H. Company H patrol received small arms fir.' from YD 
11667.50 Four enemy dre~sed 'to gray lm1torms w.re ru»ning from a hut. Ellemy 
were taken under fir. 0 Area was seareh.d and found ORe pack with mbcellan.ous . 
782 gear, which was ~lll of bullet holes and blood soak.d o o.e AK.47 magazine 
pouch wi t.h fi VI full magninee, t"yO chioom gr8nadts, • bi. t tle dressing which 
had the fcllowing writing, Tien 32710RT and C.3 ICY were captured& 
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__ 072030:'0 Frag OrdH 55~67 hSlled to all lifti teo 
l.-\ ,/ ) oRo400Ho Com~''lny E 1 istenil'lg ror,t heArd movement and sounds of 

lm.tal by pF'rimthr YD 1676710 ' Gren.~e w;3S thrOl7l1 an'] noise 'stopped" Early 

light, ar .... was cheeked 1nd e._ting' utensils i·~tre fouad throughout the u' .... 

(1~ 5) 080800H o Company H patrol discov.red a CH-34 \rl th tht markiJag. 

A~551 at YD 115676 0 It ~~C b.en completly strippedo A. anti-tank mi •• , 

RPG Rocket 1auTlchf'r, one tr:pty boosttr propellent ,tub. ano m:l,lC 782 gear 

were fouad 1\e.r t'- e wreck,,!?;eo . 

, (46) OP1015H o A Pltrol from Company H l!aS collecUag e.emy equipmnt 

dhcovpr,.d at YD 116676 0 It pas being ~estr()yed when an ul'lkrlOW1I device was 

.et off" Patrol I' ceived 8 ',"lA'so EquipmeJlt f0~l:nd "Jere 2 containers with 

mortar futr. 7AK-47 magaldnl's 1,;ith ammo, 2 ehicom g1'enll.du, 2 home me.de 

demolitions and mise 782 g'sro 
(47) 081030Hu P~trol from Com?any F moved to blocking position to 

aSli.t Compa~ G patrol aad r-ceived sniper fireo Patroi tripped a bou.cing 

betty at YD 092661 which re.ul ted in 2 KIA, 1 WIA. Enemy was take. und€!r 

fire with 6amm mortarl and patrol remai.ed ift blocki.g positiON. 

(~8) 88l030Ho Company G patrol discovered bu.ker ar.a at YD 098661 

and , .... , searchbg when tahn uader' .mall arms fireo Patrol ma.mlevered 

agd __ t tht t"emy r~ceiv.;.g automatio fire and gre.d .. o Patrol di sengaged 

aad caned ill Art: llflry which hid g od covera.ge 6n thf! target o Air was also 

utilis.do One arti~l.ry roul\d fe~l short ill midst of t .. mea. F1~fJd wbg 

hea1y ordnance was used o~ bu.ker complexo Action results were 2 KIA, 

17 HIA enc, 8 nOR-ene, 4 r:Mmy KIA confirmed nd 6 KIA probabluo 

(49) 0813:0Ho Company G retura.d "to bunker complE:): at YD 098661 

after heaTY /lir bombordmento On enteri~g area Comp~r:.y G ,,'as taken uader 

automstic Heapo. fire 'and gre.ades from enemy bu.kerso Enemy 1.liel. ap­

pu.red wou.dad and could not: wi t~ dr','.,.:. Bunkera w~re hlocked outo Are .. 001'1-

tai~ed living qua.rters, field me!~, 2 cook sh3cks~ Company Comma.der rl­

por~ed bodies, and piec~. of bodies over most of the biVoUac arel~ Re.ult. 

of action were four l,'IA, 35 e"err.y KIA and 20 probabluo 

(50) 081630Ho C~pt O'BRIEN relieved Capt SJrnIHAN as CO Company Go 

C8pt SHEF:~'AN T"a8 wounded and evacuat.do 
(51) 081835Ho Commaacl Group and Golf received 12 art.llery rou.ds 

from vicinity YD 0796.'77 0 Couater b!!.ttery of artillery and fhed ),1ng was 

usrd on enemy SU!lp"cted positioJl o 

(52) 081
'
:30Ho 1\.'1() sC!uads from Comrar.y F ,~ere conducUag l':mtine 

patrol1iago O.~ squad received heavy automatic fire aad Was pi •• ed 

dow in vicinity YD 089654-0816540 Ofte phboll and unengaged .quad moved to 

aido COIt;~·l.ny ComtnuadH moved unit to assist wj th four squad. as all Ullit. 

'Were eng8g~d b h~.TY fbe fighto Li.k up wal!l made a1'ld eontiauou. util­

bry wall del.iv~red 0111 t'1e •• emy with outstandl1'lf.; resulte o El!ltimated 200. 

to 250. NVA w.r. in tha area& 
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'In sw .. :~ing tht .. ru, Foxtrot d1seovtud 7') tneIl1Y KIA 30 prob!'l.bln. Bodies 
wtre in f~ e.h gr9V~8' wit~ )11, or two hod1 .. in themo Twenty-four r:luftds of 
61I7I1II -ortart ,Pr~e- P".JIUI\ ~ortars tone AK.47 were .1$0 found. Fc:xtrot h:?d 
ont 60mm mortar d~stroyed,.Qne rRC 25 radio, one KIA, 21,ilIA ev'lc" 20 noa-
I""aco 

(53) O:1850H. Possible' NVA jaming of En ','AC DE"t 1.terfer.d but did 
not ov~r-r1de' truu,...,ise1,m. 

(.54) 0'~2115i;. Rf'c~i v~d Frag Jrder ftom Jrd M'3ria!l1!l 0 

(55) f'l82140;{o Command Group r.c@'!iv~d oneenllllv ~rtlSade~ Returned 
fire vi th 8'1:11 ',1 n nns and grpJlJ.dplI 0 Li ::;tening post returned to perimeter. 

, __ (56) 022245Ho Frag Order 56-67 issued to all units. 
~ (57) 090B05Ho Com!'llr.y G p .. tr.ol discovered old bivouac ar •• at YD 
1056.5? ~t:i. t'l fighting hoI .. , 2 cookinr.: shackso Are. was unll'lhabHed. 

(58) 0909.50}:. Company E discovered 2 bURkers 4x6 ft at YD 09666LJ. 
Bunk~rs reinf'rced and ~ad r.ot ~.n used for 80m~ tine. ' 

(.59) 091030H. Company F patrol di Boovered 1Sbunkers at YD 0906.54. 
Each bUl'lk-:r able to "ouse nbo'Jt 15 per~ons. Bunkers were destroYfld. 

(60) OSl2JOllo Co~p.ny E patrol found a hut 25':xJO' at YD098674. 
In the inside 'b~e!e ~t'. two bunkers 15':xlO' constructed with b.'l.lQboo &rd mud; 
appearE'd to have been used recently. , 

(61) 091415Ho Comp~ny F pab '01 duri ng :~",arch of area vicinity YD 
1016.5.5 detonated ex.':loding device belil!!ved to be buried mine resulthg'in 5 
, JIA • s. 

(62) 091400Ho Company H discovered the following at YD 10674: J 
packs wit~ ""15C 7,'12' gear, l~ gas rr..:l.sks ;md a exploXlve device, 8 RPG rockets, 
J chioon: grenades, 1 chioom claymore t de!"loli tio •• equipmeRt, Loatian money 
s..~d various documents. ' 

(6-;) 09l804H. ReceivE'd Frag Urder rfrom Jrd ~l.rine.o 
(64) 091810Ho CO~1.d Group received 9 rO'.lads of high v810city RR 

typt weapon. Returned fi 'e with artillery 'and fixed wing. Enemy fire was 
.ilebced. Enemy b~licved to be at YD 0537040 

... (65) 0920JOH o Issu',d Fug Order 57-67 to 11,11 unitso 
(66) l00825Ho Co:r,.oany E fou~d bunker com)le:x of approx 25 of various 

si~~s ,,·'-ich were 1-7ell cs.~oufl::l~ed. Six 82mm r,)uads, 20 empty 8ZIIIl11 cans 
'We~. also fouad and dutroyedo 

(67) 102020Ho F'r~g Order roceived from 31'd M"riaeso 
(68) l022l0H. Issued Fra'g Order 58.67 to aU units 

"- (69) llo800H o ·I'~nk.n th Echo Com:').!my exploded anti-tll.pk rrdne at YD 
1285)6. It damaged track 't<;hetls, 1 track, and 1 I!Ihock absorl;Jer. 

(t, (70) 11l86SH. F'rag Order rec.iv~d from Jrd N"riJlu. 2/3 to conduct 
{ ~ocal p~trol1ing in new assigned ~r.a vicinity of YD 08.59. 

, (71) 112100H. Issued Frag Order 59-67 to all u:nit.o 
A, -'---(72) 1210)OH. Patrol from G)lf receivE'd 7 rouads of small arms fir,e. 

>< PI!. trol c',eohd the' area ud found on. ARVN test firing carbin.. fa trbl wi th­
drew fr~m th~ areao 
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(76) 131000H& 
(77) 131930H. 
(78) 131930H" 

Received :Brag Order 1-67 for operation HICKORY 110 

Frag 'Order 61-67 issued to all uaitl 2/30 . 

FAe Team chopped from 'HG" to "E"o 

b. Opera tioa HICKORY :q 

BROUJOS e 

(1) 140700He 2/3 jumped off oa Operatio. HICKORY IIo 

(2) . 1410 lOll 0 Major BEARD Co 2/3 medevac to re.r, relieved by Major 

(3) 141100Ho Compaay F .ecured Objective 11e 
(4) 141130H. Comp •• y H secured Objective #20 
(5) 141200Ho Company H while searchiag Obj.ctive 12 at YD 075922 

s.t off a aDti-presoane1 mi.e o Three M-26 frag gre.ad~1 a110 discovered 

•• d were coastructed as surprise firiag deviceso Comp.~y H $ust.i~.d o.e 

(1) KIA aDd on. (1) WHo . 

(6) llj12)OEo Co~pany E s.cured Objective #3. 
(7) 141·~l5H. Compaay E, while searc:1ing out area at Objective #1, 

h"ld on. surprise firing device go off rer;ulting in Oltl "rIA. 

(8) 141.5501Ie Corr:pa.ny E discovered thr •• cli.ymor.mial8 and two 

anii-ptrsonr..1 ~in~s ,bich were wired o They were destroyed in place at YD 

07063)0 
(9) 141600Ho n'ceived Frag Order from 3rd NU'int"80 

OJ) 111l6':Ot:o \v·il~ conducting search of Objocti've #3, Company E 

~ d.tonated ant1-persoRn.1 mine which was rigled ~ith trip wire resulting in 

one WIA evacuat.d and eme :.'lA nOR evacuated ,;!t YD 07063)6 -

(11) 141700Ho While Company E was loading med evc;cuations in la-tiding 

zone, one.Chicom grenade rig.2:ed as surpris& fir~ng devie. was 8et_ off result­

ing in one KIA and 9 ~lA·s. 
(12) 141720Ho Frag Order 62.67, issued to .. 1.1 un:i.tso 

(13) 142JOOHo Company E received approximat.ly 40 rounds 82mm mortar 

firtll frnm vicinit.'! ~D 0836'j4o Heturned fire with H'tillery u;d 8lmm mortar 

"1i th ,.:~od c:Nerageo Co 'pany suffe~ed one WI!. non medevac. 

(l l j) 151815:;0' R~c.i vcd Frag Order from 'h'd tarines 0 

(1S) 151;15Ho Frag Order 63-67 issued to all ur.its o 

(16) 1606o0fI Q BLT 2/3 recon'>titut~do B.c'~load to ARG s"liPFhlg 

corrmenccd. 

10. Result! 

1.0 ~d1Y 1osSB!, 
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CATAGORY 
NV! m (ooat) 
NVA ru (prob) 
Iadiv1dual weapoa. captur.d 
Fortificatioa. d •• troy.d 
Fightiftg hol.. uacov.r.d 
AMaunitio. d.stroy.d 

s/! 
82mm 
601l1li1 
Chicom gr.aades 
Demolition. 

Medical suppli.s captur.d 
Mise.llaaeous 782 gear oaptur.d ' 
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USN 

, .. 

• 
", ... 

iNMl§TED 
m ,~ tl!l !2!!! 

o 7 0, 0 

TOTAL 
lli8 
116 

5 
6.5 
15 

12,000 rd • ., 
9 rds .. 

24 rdso 
21 
25 lb ... 
15 lblo 
6,5 lbs 0 

110 Administrative Matt.rlo Th. Admiaistrativ. PlaR wa. ad. quat. to ,up­
port all co.bat ope ratio •• during Op.rations BEAVER TRACJ/BUFFALO aad HI~ 
KORY II. Th. S.rial Assignm.at Tabl',wal modifi.d to support the laadiag,of 
four r1fl. compaaies aDd a CP group i.to a ,ingl. la.d1ag zon'oNo admini. 
strativ. probl.m. arose th~oughout the op.ratioao Whil. combat op.ratio •• 

- were b.ing coaduct.d, the battalioa r.ar di.locat.d from it, po.ition afloat 
aad establish.d a rear at the Do~ Ha Comba~ Baseo Offloadiag wu of a g.a­
.ral aatur. a.d approximat.ly 9.5~ of all orgaa1c .quipm.at .ad op.ratiag 
.tocks ot the Battalion Laadiag Team w.. ortl~aQ.do Prior to the ee.,.tion 
ot Op.ratio. HICKORT II, the B.tt.lioa Landiag ream clos.d its rear aad 
agaia .stablish.d it •• lf aboard a •• i~.d .hippingo 

ao Supply Techniqu •• , Combat Loads, Ammualtio. aad Wlapoa. Carried by 
Assault Troop.o 

(1) As during all amphibious op.rations, ammuait1oa, ratioR., aad 
sp.cial .quipm.nt w.r. stag.d .board •• signed .hipping oa D-lo Th ••• item. 
wert also issued on D-l .~cept for high explo.iv.s Whioh w.r. i.sued just 
prior to .mbarking h.licopterso Th. onlY'cha.g. from the pr.scrib.d load a. stat.d 1a the Administrativ. Plan •• d the Battalio. SOP for Operatioa. was 
the reduotion i~ the .umb.r of rattoRs carriedo Th. attachm.nt. w.re i.lu.d 
th.ir pr •• orib.d load ju.t prior to their mov.ment a.hore o 
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(2) Resupply of. the battalion was conduct~d from the LSA 'located 
'in lX'ng Hac OA D-Day ~ detachment from the 'hore ~rty platoon and bAttal-
ion .upply was moved to the LSA to coordinattl resupply. Helicopters from 
the direct support squadrotl ~.re pod tlol\edwi th:in the Dong HI. complex to 
insure timely resupply aad casualty eVAcuation in accordaace with the tac-
tical situationa . . 

(3' I)urillg the Jut three days of Operation BEAVER TRACK/BUFFALO 
while the battalion was in a rese" ve st.~tu~ :resupply with the exceptior) of 
CompaJ'ly E wu conducted from the battalion rtar. Rough riders composed of 
orgario vehioles moved the required rations and ammunition from Dong H~ to 
the battalioa.located northwest of' Cam Ino Echo Company 9because of its pos­
i tioWl forward of tht: re ~t of. the ba thUon, and its inaocessabl1 i ty to wheeled. 
veh1cl~s~continu.d to be resupplied from the LSA by helicoptero 

(4) At the onset of Operat1.olt HICKORY II, the source of resupply 
WAS agailt moved back to tht LSAo No problem& in resupply arose from these 
changes of resupply sources o Additionally, special foodstuffs wire obtained 
f~'vm assigned shipp1ng and delivered to th(J field during both operationso 

(5) B.ttalioJJ supply cOJ'ltinued .ormal Buppl; functions throughout­
this period bo'" from assigned $hipping arld from the blttalion rear in Dong 
Ha 0 Battal1o~ supply _galla 'had the responsibility fa.' the coll.ction of 
782 gear and weapons of. casualt1eso It should be noted that throughout 
t.hue operations, jungle utiHti.es61nd cleanir.g rods w&re !lot availabI! 
through the supply eystem~ . 

(6) The weapo.s. and ammunition carried by assault troops were normal 
and »0 special weapons or munitions wert used •. Malfunctions of theM16Al 
rifle co~tillu.d to exist; however, their occurn.g' WIlf! not as frequent l.8 

duriRg Operlltion BEACON TORCHjcALHOTm o 

b o !:!a1ntenanc!,g, No:rmal seco»d echelon mai.tGnarlce ~'as conducted by the 
Battalion I..nding Team thrQughout the operlltiono No spec.hl problems con­
cerning ma.i.ten.nce were .neou.teredo 

Co Mtdical Evacua"ti on, Treatment1..!!ld Hospi talizati~, 

(1) Fjrst echelon medical car. was provided by eight corpsmen in 
each line company ann four with the command groupo Attached units were pro~ 
vided first echelon car~ by th.:ir unit corpsmeno First echelon care consisted 
of first aid, evaluation of wounds for possible evacuation» and care of minor 
medtcel problems" 
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~'"SiiOOiiQ·ecne:rorrt~lec.ting and Clearing Platoon and BAS 
Medioal cers)'and third echeloll oare (Surgical Team) was provided 
abo.:lrcl the USS Tripoli, LfH-IO. This combined group wu able to pro­
vide complete medical treatment and hospitalization in a wIll supplied, 
21 operating room, clean. seoure, facility. Only those patients re­
quiring the specialized care of a neurosurgeon, opthalomolooist, or 
maxillo-facial surgeon, had to be evacuated to the hospital ship Repose 
or the NSA hosp1 tal 1n Da Nang. f, • 

() Hospitalization for up to ~OO patients was provided aboard 
the Tripoli. 

(4) Medical evaeuatioa WI' provided by helioopter squadron HMM 
164 from 4 July thru 9 July. Evacuation was rapid and effioient, a.d 
no mortality or morbidity ocourred during the helioopter evacuation from 
the field to the USS Tripo11o 

(5) SLF Nedical care was aborted aboard the USS Tripoli on 9 
July when the BAS and C aad C platoon. were offloaded; elements going to 
Dong lIa, Phu Bai and Q-lang Tri. This. resulted in patieats having to be 
evacuated quite circuitously from the field to.the DoRg Ha BAS, then to 
"D" Med Coll.cting and cl.aring Platoo~, and then to 3rd echelon centers 
of Phu Bai, NSA Hospital, or the USS Repos.. Th. attendant disadvan-

"tages could have raduced the promptness and effectiveness of medical care 
if substantial casualties had occurred du~ing this period. . 

(6) Casualties were as follows: 

KIA 
DOrr's 
WIA'. (nac) 
WlA'e (non evae) 
.Non Hostile (evee) 

USHC 
vli'F-ENL 
-0 14 

o 2 
8 114 
2 71 
1 38, 

USN 
OFF ENL 

o 0 
o 0 
o 7 
o 0 
o 1 

Of the non-hostile evacuatioaa, seven causes of malaria were diagaosed, 
and the remainder represent sprains, heat casualties, minor infections 
and other non serious conditions. 

(7) No treatment of indigenous perlonnel was attempted, aor 
any I1ED CAP program ini til. ted e 

,d. ,Transportali2.!l!" Initially, only those vehicles required to sup­
, p_.~«1etachment at the LSA were offlo.tded; however, practically an 
. organic vohiclee were subsequently offloaded during general offlol.diag. 
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All tactical moves of t~oops and casualfY evacuation were 
the direct support helicopter squadron. "resupply of the 
conducted both by organic vehicles and helicopter as stated in para-
graph 11 (a) above. The Co Hecting and Clearing Platoon had CIne 2~' 
ton truck destroYEld when it hit a mine on the road batt-reen Dong Ha and 
Quang Trio This vehlcl€: is presently being held by FLSU, and the paper 
work to drGp this vehicle from the BLT Mcount has begun. A H-37 per_ 
sonnel car1'ie~ belonging to the 1st Plat, Co A, )rd Engr Bn was damaged 
and will require parts for repair. The necessa~y pa~ts have boen 01'­

:dered to accomplish repair. No othor difficultiGS involving transpo1'ta­
(tion were encountered. The 9th Motor Transport Battalion furnished sup-

jP,rt f(j)r the movement of the Battalion utnding Team during offlQading and 
baclclQading. 

e. Communications 

(1) Only the operational cUnl1llunication channels were estab­
lished vri thin the 13L1' during Operation BEAVEn 'l'RAC](/lIICKORY II. Since 
the battalion was OPCON Third Harilles, a station was 8.cti vated on 
Third Marines Hogimenta.l TAC. Internally~ the normal configuration 
of TAC and AD;·lIN was used. 

(2) In order to pass administrative tr'affic to SLF shipping, 
a }IF/8SB net was activated with the battalion CP, a relay element, and 
thE) SIP staff all providing stations Oln the net. Also, a VHF/FN relay 
element '~Tas pr:Jvlded as a backup. 

(;) TACL03 vJas ostablishod '\itith a staticn in support of the 
LSA. This net v!as also used to facilitate and coord1nD.te backload:l.ng. 

(4) A SeUIRE svitchb~ard '\>1[lS briefly installed at Dong Ha 
wi th trunks to both pr;hFORU~HCE DELTA and LEGION. 

(5) No radio relay '\orB.S used dur:lng the period covered. 

f. I1edical Evacuation 

(1) Evacuation by helicopter st]uadron 1il'11·j 164 left nothing tOl be 
desired. No DOH's lw:re as D. :result of delay in evacuation. 

(2) Sev(m cases of Halaria faliciparurn were evacuated. These 
l!erF' contracted despite scrupulous distribution of the chloroguinepr~ma­
guine prophylaxis. 

12. Special Equipment and Techniques. 
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13. Commander's Analysis 

a. The coordination of sup.t-1orting arms when the battalion CHOPS to 
a regiment ashore c()ntinues tG be a aarhus problem and one w}dch was n0t 
absent fre,n'. the battalion's recent op0rations. UnneCeSE58.ry deJ.ay in 
emergency c()tmterbattory fires has proven costly to the battalion. in the 
past and is a continual problem. Check fires in artillory are tO'1) fre­
quent and are initiated usually at tho division FSCC for aircraft which 
have not YO(1 arrivod on station. This battalion has novor received a 
satisfactory explanation to inquiries made concerning check fires and 
c!;Iunterbattery delays. It is the opinion of the undersigned that an (Wer ... 
safe policy for aircraft p:rotection is being followed which is jeepard'i z­
ing the safety of ground elements actually engaged ,d th the enemy. 

b. Once again the battalion demonstrated its combat readiness by its 
ability to respond to D call to land within 40 hours. On 2 July 1967, 
the battalion back10aded from Operlltion BZACON TORCn/CALHOUN aftor dx­
teen days ashore, and landeC: 0700 /4, July in tho vicinity af tho Cam 10 
artillery position in support (()f the 3rcl lbrincs. 

c. The (I:ro.er to offhad all of the be.ttalion's equipment from ARG 
shipping to the Dong He. Combat Base oontributed to the less of a number 
®f items ':Df persamnel goal' of members of this battalion. Although Shore 
Part.~' elements of both 2/3 and 1/'.3 worked tirelessly to movo equipment 
belonging to both battalions, there was insufficient landing craft, shore 
party and transp(lIrtation facilities to effect the offloading and back­
loading expeditiously of two battalions. 

cl. The cQmtinuous artillery fired in support Qf Company F on 8, July 
1967 1vhen they i'iere engaged '\IJi th an estimated 200-man NVA force i'Jas effect..: 
ive and contributed materially tG the rcuting of the 0:nOlllY unit which ap­
peared h bo trying desf.'erately te disengage from contact. The action of. 
the artillery forvrard observer team with Company F and the battery support-. 
ins this acti0n was outstanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Battalion Landing Team 2/3 
FPO, San Franc~sco 96602 

Ocll1ll1anding Officer 
Commander, Special Landing Force Bravo 

• 

Subj: Combat After Action Report (Operations BEAR CHAIN/FREMONT). 

Ref: (8.) MAPS: VIEI'NAM, AMS 1:.50,000 Series L70l4, Sheets 6442 I, \ 
6lj,lj,z II, 6442 III and 64l1,2 IV. 
(b) CTG 79 • .5 Frag Order (Operation BEAR CHAIN). 
(0) 4th 11arines Frag Order 29-67 (Opera.tion FREMONT). 
(d) 4th Marints Frag Order 32.67 (Operation FREMONT). 
(e) 4th ~~rines Frag Order 33-67 (Operation FREMONT). 

Enol: (1)' Overlay of Operation BEAR CHAIN. 
(2). OverJay of Operation FREMONT (Frag Order 29-67). 
() v Overlay of Operation FREMONT (Frag Order 32-67). 
(4) ,/Overlay of Operation FREMONT (Frag Order 33-67). 

1. PReration BEAR CHAINLFREMONT. 

20 Dates of Operations 

8.. BEAR CHAIN: 
(1) 2006.30H - 211400H July 1967. 
(2) 260001H - 261200H July 1967. 

b. FHEMONT: 211400H - Z6000lH July 1967. 

30 Location. Operation BEAR CHAIN/FREMONT' was conducted in Huong Dien 
Districts, Thua Thien Province and Hai Lang District, Quang Tri Pro­
vince, Republic of Vietnam. 
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H1.T .21.1 
,;''';;;':;'.~~:~:,:":~~, H & S C(J ( .. ) (Re j H) 

' Uli~'JIII'IJi ,;' (L:CJ~0nrE'nre Dct, Hq Bn, 3d NaT' Div 
W)U\.Jl!£1L1.Jli~~llifUtr;lDJ I~t, Hq Co~ 3d l1a:r' 
-:. . flat, B Btry (Rein), 1st Iln, 12th Nal'lnc5 

Dot, 15th Dental Co 
2<1 Clearing Plat (Ilein), Co 13, 3d Ned Hn 
1st Plat (-) (Rein), Go A, 3d Engr Bn 
1st Plat(-) (Rein), Co C, 3d MT Bn 
1st Plat ( .. ) (Rein), Co G, 3d SP En 
De:t, LSU, F.r Log Cmd 

Co E ..,(Reinl 
Co E 
Dct, II & S Co 

1st Sno, En.mm Mort Plat 
net, Med Plat 
llit, Inte] Sec 
FAC Team 
NGF Te~m 
DGt (~.) 'W', BJU .- 1 

net, B Btroy (Rein), lst En, 12th Marinos 
lXlt t 15 t Pla t. (Ro:in) , Co A, 3d Ener Iln 
Det, lst pJa t Ok-l.n), Co C, 3rd SP Bn 

f2-g:'.~j· nl 
Co F 
Jrd Pl~t, Co B, Jrd Reeon Rn 
not~ II & S Co 

2cl Sec, 81mm Hort Plat 
I))t, Med PJa t 
Det, Intel Sec 
FAC 'l'eam 
NGF' Team 

llet, B Dtry (Rein), 1st Bn, 12th l1:.trines 
Dot, 1st Phd:, (Rein), Co A, Jrd Engr Brl 
Det, 1st Plat (Rein), Co C, 3rd SP Bn 

f2-£~(Hei!2l. 
Co G 
fut, H & S Co 

3rd Sec, 81111111 Nort PIa t 
D£lt, l1ed Plat 

_ Dot, Intel Soc 
fut, B Dtry (Hdn) ~ 1st Bn, 12th Marines 

_,: ]st Plat (Rein), Co A, 3d Engr En 
~ 1st Plat (Rein), Co C, 3rd SP En 

2 
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LtCol BERICH 

"'e:. 

Capt BOGARD 

lstLt lIOEHLER 

Capt OtBRIEN 
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Co II (Rein) Capt CULVER 
Co II 

__ ""-"C-~- t, H & S Co 
. ,- 'n \1 'rtii 4th Sec, 8lmrn Hort Plat 

M~~RJ~~~'U~'Ulbl1 Det, Med Plat 
Det, Intel Sac -

1. t 

Dat, B Btry (Rein), 1st Bn, 
Det, 1st Plat (Rein), Co A, 
Dot, 1st Plat (Rein), Co C, 

lo6mrn RR Plat 

12th Marines 
3rd Eng!' En 
3rd SP Bn 

B ~r,L.kl 'Rei!1~ .. LBnJ 12th Marines 

Provisional Company 
Dot, (-), LSU, For Log Crod 
~t, 2d Plat (Rein), Co A, 3rd AT Bn 
Det, 3rd Plat (Rejn), Co B, 1st AM'I'RAC En 
Dot, 2d Plat (Rein), Co A, 3rd Tank Bn 
Det, Il & S Co, l06mm RR Plat 

:god Pl:U:, ~-) (Re:llllL..9? B, 1st AMTnAC ~ 

2nd Plat (:2 (Rein)..1..£2...!.h. 3rd AT ..fu! 

2nd Plat (-l (R!-in) t ,Co A, Jrd Tank En 
2cl Plat, Co A 
Det, H & S Co, Jd Tank Bn 

2ndLt EIMS 

Capt FILE 

lstLt HUGHES 

lstLt RUSH 

lstLt LAWLER 

lstLt O'NEIL 

a. Air, Artill(;Jry and No G. F. vTsre the supportj.ng forces avcdlable 
to the BLT. The effectiveness of air and artillery and naval gun fire 
support is di seus sed belo\~. 

b o Ar.!-ill~.x!.. Artillery support was available and uti liz,ed by the 
battalion dudng; this oporation. Support was received from the 3rd Bat­
talion, 12th 11A.rincs and all missions W0re either preplanned or immediate. 
The prcplllnnec1 missions consisted of night defensivo registrations around 
platoon and company patrol bases and other likely avenues of enemy ap­
proach. Immodiate missions were requested on enemy sniper positions, enemy 
mortar positions and enemy troop concentrationso A total of 1,166 rounds 
of 105 and 155mm fire 'ITae delivered in support of the battalion. 

Co Naval Gunft:r:~ Naval gunfire support was B"vdlable arid utilized 
by thl;! b~ttalion durine; this operation. The support vlas very effecti~ 
and utilized as described below: 
!lSd]? 

or c 

f---··"·~-·~-I'J~~I~~~$~~[H~:~ 
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uss ltmmiC;m3URN (111)-684) firod a total of 60 rounds 
Y'/38 (a) VC in woodlinc - lj} rou'nds 

F 

(b) AH, rwrtar position, nIt positioY) - 17 rounds 
(c) Aid •• 2 rounds 

An woro :in support of Company I~. 

USB MOIt'l'ON (DD-948) fired & total of 100 rounds 
5"/5'4' (a) AW position - ;39 rounds, Support of Co E. 

(t) II & I's - 61 rounds - 2l for Co E, 40 for Co Fo 

(1) Fixed 1-nng aircraft Il.nd UlI-IE's provided by the 1st MAVJ "lOre 
used for CAS. Fixed wing aircraft WElre used. for nine (9) CAS missions on 
enemy pos:\. ti ons vr.i th l'I:xeellent resU 1 ts e UII·-lE' s wert) uti 11 \',od against 
snipers and targets of opportunity ,'i'hich ,,,ero delaying unit movomcnts. 
All CAS mtssions were control cd by TAC (a) a.nd llt tons of ordnanc{) vms ex­
pendod on l'~nemy targetso 

(2) All logistica.l support, tactieal. troop mOVEHllents and I1EDEVACS 
"mre provided by IL.'lH 26.5~ assigrwd to theJ S1F, vlith the excoption elf two 
(2) night (;'I~lergemcy HEm:VACS Nhich came from A - Hod. All helicopter sup­
pOl·t 1V~i s consid!')l'ed (')Coe 11 ont, 11n t h the e:xcepU On of the long 1:'1') sponse time 
for night H@F:VACSo 

a. 
f.!lAI~'!' 

f 

' .. 

(3 ) l·n6th NVA IlD..ttn1ion 
strenf:,th: t1nv,:nm\Tfl 
l,ocai.ion: YD 499lt55 
'\!~,ap(lnfl : Unknown 

(b) n02nd B,qtt:J l::l.on) 6th NVA Regiment 
st:rer!~:th : 300 
IJ)caVl on : YD lJ.81435 
Hee.pons: 81 and 600111) morte,!'s, 75!11m rut, 57mm RR, 

8.utor~2Iti C Hoapons 

(0) Unidontif:ioc1 Battalion 
Strcn~th: lJnknovID 
location: YD 48741.j11· 
111eapons: UnkrlOWl'l 
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Unident:if:iod BattaUon 
Strongt.h: Unknown 
Inca ti on : Y1) J'~79tt62 
Heapons: Unknov-Tll 

(0) Unidontifh:d Company 
strength: Unknown 
Location: YD 479462 
Heapons : Unkno'ltm 

(r) Unidont.ified Company 
Str(mgth: Unknown 
Location: YD 511432 
Woapons : Unknown 

• 

(g) c.n NVA InteHigonee/Recon Company 
Shcngth: 105 
Loea t:i on : YD 5061H8 
Vloapons t Atltomatic "reapons 

..... 

(2) If!!~:lt\.BJio.n~. Numerous sighting of Battalion SiZE' units 
in (larly July 1967 jndicated a build up of NVA and Nain ForcG units in the 
["ran of operation. The intention of this build up was not kn01'11Yl although 
it 1,ras suspected that Uw enomy 'ltlas planning to use this area for attacks 
to the ,south and we 5 t • 

(3) ID2!'E1l..£~~!~J ... gi£~.:. The enomy WAS capable of: 

(!<.) Attacki ng .. 11th a force of up to two NVA H:1ttalions and 
t1tJO unidcnU fj I!ld FJatt911 ons 0 

(b) Doft')Jcling \'lith B. forc(; of up to two NVA &ttalions and 
tuo unidElTlt:i.fied Battalions. 

(c) Rcdnforcing (a) and (b) above within eight to ten hours 
",1 th a force of up to thrc;c NVA n-,.ttalions (806th, 814th and Jrd) and one 
ll[t' Fh t tali on (808th). 

b. ~12Cltl:l. St!El,ngth _q!l9... Si tue.tion D.lring QQ,oration BEAH CII~ 

(1) ~l~Z.!, 20 July 1967 was characteriz.ed by semi-auto. 
matic fire against ground troops and helicopters. Fire against ground 
troops was r6cr:dved At coordinates' YD 512450, YD 513453, and YD 4924)0. 

& F 

5 
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A Cll,,1.1-6 'WAS shot elm'TrlaS l\ result of fire from coordinates YD .512486. Pro-11----. VhlOLtJ] CornYJ£lny njght dofe-,r,ses ~tt cooY-cl:1n::tes YD 529/4-91 were probE:<d with 

@~ s()Jld.automallc fjre. COmpi'IYlY E l"Elce1ved fOUl' rounds of 82mm mortar fire at 
[:'ful! cool'dhlatss Y11 4941~,6/~o Four ves were appl'f;hN1Ckd at coordinatef; YD .515470, 
'.~~::; and tvlo ves d:ross~d in khr,tld at cool'ojnat€;s Yll .523493. 
(~~f?) 

~:f?) (2) 21_ July.J2§Z2. Heavy fln~my contact i.n thl') form of an 08.rlymor-
c;"iS rling prop<!' and e.n afternoon defense of a fortified bunker comple:x consU t-
c·.:::~ll ld,eo tlw mairJ (Im'my contact on 21 July 1967. Company E Ilt coordinates YD 
@::~ 4 41 {I C:::-j2 9~u~ Nield ved a thrc(I; pronged tl.ttack at. 0500E from B.n estimat~d rcin-
~~] forc(~o comp'<Il'lY. The. jnfantry attack '!r7ClS accompaTJic,d by mortar, recoilless 

rifle· end FlPG fi re. The. attack was containeJd, l'Gsulting in ninc:; (9) enemy 
KlA (conf1rmed), sh (6) (;nemy KIA (probable) and the capturt\! of one (1) 
HPG launC'bcr, three (J) 8I\S Carhjnes, three 0) AK-47 rifles, 1.5 Cl'deom 
grol'Jad(:s, hm (2) Hf'G rounds, 10 blocks of fuz,ed TNT blocks, [.\ first aid 
k:i t, nd scd lamou8 docnUt;ents and 782 gr5a1', and the capture of one wounded. 
POHo Cont.act by the: E'm'llIY 'Was br"ol\crJ at first light. Comp~my 1I, while 
fiweeping through a vi llagc r'ocdved heavy autonwtic fire from 8. platoon at 
YD 5]1lI50. Aft~;r ealUne ill d.l' and 8rtil1l'H'y, :1. s0cond athmpt to sweep 
th8 ar('ia '';-S.s confront.ed by ;.n.rLomc?tic and sOYld-automatic fire from coorcli­
natc[; Yll 511r/j51ro L,lter, four (/j.) 60nnr mortar roundf; "ere r~c8i vod at co­
clrdjywtes YD .515'+37 from Uw same general area,. Sn:l.per fire vTaS recdved 
from c:001'dinates y1) /~914·1j6h, and YD h88l.t88 o Sowi·[;(utomatic fire W.!l.S re­
ceived frol1. cool'dinatef: If) 5l51/.(',5, YD 4791(jO, YD IJ75427 and YD 4771lJ2. One­
C"nelrJY KIA (confir-mt'ld) ar.a jndicatjorw of throe onemy KIA (probable) were 
cliscov€,re:d D.t eoordimtcs Yf) 525423. Tbree ves wore det.ained at coo1'o.i­
YI[ltes YD 51.5/1-32. 

(3) Z?" ~,ul:i.122.Z£.. Hoy-tar ettacks t &utoml.l.tic 8.rld semi-automa.tic 
fjl'", nncl corr:hinatioml of t";1!' threc~ charactedzcc1 the encwyts ml:dn effort on 
22 July 19670 A combj.rl:lUon of three 61nm. mOl'tH' rounds, automatic and 
[; O1I,:t - on Lomo. t.:l c 1'1 l'€< vms rcccd ved from (!oord:i r.::: to s YD 51'/424 and .5191r29. 
60rwrl mortar' fj rc [,nd sCllli-automati c fi 1'0 1'I[W reoeived from ooord1 nates YD 
lj96In2,. 82rlllll mortar firE' ldrJd SCI111-automat:ic nrc \lTfCS receivod at YD ,520440. 
Snipe;}' fire was rCMived. from coordinates YD 493437e One VC, killed by 
napa 1m, was dj scovoY'ed at. coordinl1.tes YD 489/Jl~. One VC \-18S ki l1ed and one 
enomy KIA (confirmed) we,ro c1iscov~;red at coordinates YD 5094h7. One VCS 
was detod r.tf;d at coordln{),tes YD 1~77L~J2 and another at YD 48.5l+340 Three VC 
VJOY'(' spotted moving in the vicinity vf coordinates YD 1-~7lj436. A 8econdar~T 
explosion in n house "JUS triggered at coord:lnatsr; YD 476923. Documents and. 
lim In card '.JCl'e discoW':Nd nt coordinate;s YD 5101.jlj·7. 

211 
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(4) fJ_ July 196Z. Enemy a.ctivi ty on 23 July 1967 was consid~ra.bly 

less than the hTO precced:i ng days. Four rounds of 8Zmm mortar fire were 
rcc€>.i vcd fr:'m coordinates YD lt9!~4llj. Aubma.tic weapons fin was receivod 
fronJ cool'dinotes YD 505'W9 ancl sniper fire ,,;ns received from the vicinity 
of 'YD h884·l j·7. A surprjse fidng devic\!' W,"S trjggered at coordinates YD 
Ji8Sl~110o Three VCS ,lere detained at coordinates YD 521.,491 and miscellaneous 
documents wore discovnl'('d in a suitcase at coordim.tes YD .51Qlj·47. 

(5) 2'+ July 19010 B!l.rly on tho morning of 24 July 1967 8. concentra­
tion of en(\my was roport~d :in tl'H? vicinity of coordinates YD 507412. Al'til-
1ery fir(' Has called in [.Inc! th' ~nomy appeared to flee in a. southeasterly 
dircctbn. Sniper fire ljJas rcce:ivcd gt coordinates YD 48550/.j·. A surrrise 
fjrh12, c1evj c:c·, apparently gunJ:011dor, wa.s triggered at cordinates YD 468523. 
Thrccc VCS ','He apf'rch'~rldl7ld <It coordinates YD 497/197. Anot~er VCS along wjth 
1MCl tOtlS of rice. clothing, uniforms, documents, letters, medical supplies, 
8. s1ec'j;ing [lag and 8. VI!lC' 0 '\-lere discovered at coordin!l.tes YD 475515. An 
~ddi ti c;lial 'len tons of 1'1 (!(L. 1'79 to di scovcred in th~·) vi c1 ni ty of c ordina ttl s 
YD '+75515. On the night of 24 July 1967 a night limbush 1,13.:; triggered qy an 
cst imc1tl'.ld thrco b 8:ix VC at c ,ordinate s YD 4-85515. A search of t'll'l 31'",a 
at fhsl light revealed J iLdviclue.l Hoapons, ammunition, E'(;uipment, docu­
monts al'Jc~ 2 KIA (confirrr;nd) a.r:d 1 KIA (probable). 

\ (6) 25 July 196Ze On 25 ,)u1.y 1967 snipGlr fire WAS r~ce:iv('d from co-
Y) ordino.t.es YD 489503, and fl. 111-26 grenade surprise firing device ',,'IS trige;ere-d 
g atcoorclj nd.!!)s YD 4825070 E:i.ght VCS liTare apprehended at coordinates YD 

l~80520,.and alJothetat YD 1J.77513.. Five tons of rice was di scovered and eVa­
ctlnted frm coordinates YD 485517 and one Chicom AP mine and two 60nun mortar 
:rounds t-Jere discoveJ:"~d at c)ordinates YD 457522. Opention Bear Chain ter­
rdnatt:'d 26 July 1967 ,dt.h negative enemy C(lTItact on the' morning of 26 July 
19670 

Co Signifi~t Eno)11'y. Activities.. Tho follol-ring enemy 8.ctiv:iti~·s dur­
ing Ope ration De[lr Cbnjn ar( considered sigdfiMnt. 

(1) In the area of op~l'ation, many hamlets and villages "lere in ,1C­

t.uality, defensive: positions, well fortified, camofl8,gcd, and entrenched. 
J!owever, the;se .llrc8.S uere not always def~nded erJd quite often l'iMrly de­
serted. HOl,revor, on any C:" ven day tllese same hamlets or v.i 119.ges ~"erEl 
occupi"d bJ, one; or two sCj\ltlcls of VC armed with automatic \-JMpOnS and c8r·~bl(' 
of tcmp(Jl}' 0 :r.:i ly stopplng s. co 'TJemy sj 76 sweep until [lrti llcry and ai r support 
complete\>' lC'volcd tho ar a. 

(2) The rice c::<che d'Iscov"red in the vicinity of coorrUnatt'ls YD 
lj75515 "'L\S rneant for the- ve. Hord h,~d been passed by the VC that the vil­
bgers s'ou Id "'xpcct tbE' VC rico collectorll within a few day,8 cllnd to pr(ll)p:H~ 
thair harvested rice f .1' U1C collect~rl. 

IEdll' ..... 7 
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a. 0eera q.smllli!!.L£ll,AIN!Flilli10NT 

(1) On l)...Day lit L/II-lh~ur BLT 2/3 lands in 1Z's BLUE JAY and SPAIDWW 
and over Rim BEACIl to establish b10cking posithns to prevent in/exfiltrat­
ion from tho TAOH; and conduct aggressive S&D operations in assigned sector 
to SOlz.C IY Objectives A&B. Be prepared to provide Ctl size bI.eking fuce 
vicinity coord YD 565'}63 oriented along route 555 facing the SOHG 0 LAU. On 
Qrder employ recon pIt between western boundary and route 1 for surveillance. 
Designate one (1) rifle co as LF roserve, nGt to be committed ~rlthGut ap­
proval of SLF commander \-11 th one (1) plt designated for sparrow hawk. On 
oreer conduct tae1..ical amphi bi OUs wlthdraHal. 

(2) At B •. Hour establi sh blocking p()si tions A (YD 497426 tc& YD 
50JltlO); B (YV 512Ijl.j.7); C (YD 5244115) and D (YD 47844lj·) and provide lJupp<>rt 
to 2/h as r'0

7
(JUirod. Bo prepared ttTl commit reserve cempany to reinforce 

or Elxploit 2 J success. 

(3) At L..l1our, l)"Day lift companies E, F and "A" Command Group 'from 
liZ's LAnK and CRANE into L2 DOVE; Upon landing c(I)nduct aggressive S&D up 
axis BLUE tOHard boundary and blocking position provided by ARVN f&rces; upon 
completion reverse forces and establish blocking p •• 1tion vicinity (YD 
4785lh). At first lic;ht, D-Day commence (lverland movement, wlth companies 
G, }j and "B" Command G:r(,UP to I.J) utilizing ferry crossing j then conduct ag- pi 
grcf;fdvo S&l) up axis YaUoHo 130 prepared to lift companies G, Hand "B" \ 
Command Group from LZ SPAHHOH to reinforce or exploit success within AO. 
ABSUl'E> coordination with PF platoon vicinity (YD 522448) for assistAnce in 
cl'ossjnr; at. ferry sHo; bo prepared to backload to naval shipping and chop 
to SIJi' on or-dol'. 

,1. 02pr£!tio,t. BEAR ClIAIN/FHBHONl' (Encl 1. 2. 3 & 4). 

(1) Commencing bt .L.-IIour on D-Day one Co lands in L2 BLUE JAY 
secures Objective 1f); be pre~)ared to continue S&D operations to the south 
end on ordor, revert to 11" Hcserve. Subsequently one company lands in L2. 
SPAW\o\,] and secures Ohjr·ctivo 112; conducts S&D operations to the southwest 
and 80C\.1:re~; LF Objocti vo A. At ll-Hour one (1) CGlmpany and plt of tanks 
lands over mw DEACn and secures LZ vi cinity of coordinates YD 522495 pre­
par'os t.o est.ablish blocking position vicinity of c()ordinates YD 565M3. Com­
mDnel Group Alpha, Pr"(lV Co end Arty Btry lands on order in LZ vicinity .f YD 
5221195. On order one (1) c() lands in 1Z vj cinity of YD 505475 and conducts 
S&D operations to the s(ltlthwe~t to secure LF Objective B. S&D operations 
,r111 be conducted immodiately upon landing and will be characterir.ed by ag­
[';rElssivG movGTIlent. on the part of small units tct locate and destroy enemy fQrces 
in TAOH. IIJRy.:i.mUln reliance will be placed on use of suppnting arms thr~mgh-
.~~ t' .~u·,,- vl-'erD 1 on. 
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(2) At H-F our 2/,) employing four compani.es will establish blecking 

fJCJsi "Lions A, B, C &\D to blClck (!)n north and s~uth wi thin assigned AO. 
\ 

(3) At L-Hour hro companies ~.nd a Commal)d gr6)up will be IUted to 
tho northllf9st corner Q)f AO and swoep northl-1est aleng axis Blue into ARVN 
blocking posithn; than establish blocking position oriented to SI)Uthv16St 
HhiJo roma.inlng elements move overland to 1D and conduct S&D Gperations up 
axis Y('.110", to blocking posi Hon. 

J. Operathn BEAll CBAINjFRl'J:,ON'I' 

a. Phase 1 

(1) 2006.3011. L-Bour for operation BEAR CHAIN 
(2) 2006.30H. First oloments of Comprmy H landed at 12 Sparrow 

·with ll<3Gc.tiv€l onomy cemtact. 

movo" 

to arrive. 

(.3) 200700J-I. Company G landed at Red Beach with negative enemy 

(lj.) 200700E. All units (If Ccmpany H at LZ Sparrow preparing to 

(5) Z00705II. Company G secured ebjoct1 vo #1 waiting for tanks 

(6) 200715H. 3rd platoon CCllmpany B, 1st AMTRAC &.tta1ion and 
2nd platoon, Company B, Hec(JD Battalion OPCON 2/,)e 

(7) 2007Z51I. 2nd Platoon Company A, .3rd Tank Battalion arrived 
ned Boach. Heavy socH on s(mt with Company G and other two to remain in 
suppor·t of "B" Dtry. 

(8) 200725B. Company E landed in LZ Sparrow "Tith negative enemy 
cont.act e 

(9) 
(10 ) 
(11) 

enemy e(')ntact. 

200750H. 
2009'·I-SH. 
201000B. 

Company H lead elements entered objecti vo 1,t'). 
Command Group Alpha departed USS Trip()li. 
Command Group Alpha landed at L2 Owl with negative 

(12) 201000H. Company E apprehended four VC suspects vicinity of 
Objective j;'Z. AnVN's aUacl1'."d questioned them and released suspects aftar in­
to r-roga U. ,in. 

(1) 201005Il. Company E secured Objective ~(2 with negative E'nemy 
cont.act. 

(14) 20l006Jl. Company H securod Objecti VEl 11.3 wi th negative enemy 

(15) 
from USS Tripoli 

(16) 
[lor1.. to units. 

2010/.j.5B. Compar~y F notific,d to be prepared to be lifted 
toLL. Pigeon. 
201045Il. All of B Btry ~n position and preparEJd to give sur·· 

(17) 201215Il. C())mpany E received automatic wearJons fire from the 
vil1aee AP SIEI': QUAN at YD 5121.:·50. Suspected size of enemy at six. Fire ro­
turned "lAD. 1..11 sf A and 60mm mortars, and gun ships ware requested. 1\J0 \-IIA Here 
f.ustained and mod evacuated, 

I 2 
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(12) 201305)]. lIclicClptor nlc,k:l.ng med eva.c pick up for Compah~IJ. 
roceived small arms fil'(). It made tho pick up and cl~ared the LZ and later 
NUS forced dm,JTj dUEl to damar,e rcceiv:d from the action. It landed .at YD .51.5488. 
?latoon from Company G ,i th tanks IJrovlded s~curHy for it until it ,.JaS ~nCUI­
t~d out. 

20li145!J • CompDny F l.mded at LZ Pigean 1,dth negativo Elnemy 

(20) 201.5001). Thr~e VC sUf;j)('.·cis betueon the nIT,CS of 25 to 40'·:).th 
'0 idGnt:ifj C.1.tioJ';vrero app'ohonded by Company F, vicinity LZ Pigeo:a. 

(21) 2015051-1. Two VC Sl1spects Here ap;):rehMded at LZ Pigion by 
snspc'ts Here cD.rr~'inz Kh(l.ld type urdfoms <l1nd had no t:,pe identi­
They Ht)Y'C behTMu'J trle nges of 30 to 35 arid "lere lifted to rear. 
(?2} 201530H. Sma l ] ftrms fire received Il.t random by C;)mpclllilY F. 

Rotlll"Ynd :l"ir(' t" ~;ur;;ect0d posi tioY\',!llso usod gtm sh',p on sbtion and fir~ 
eC'8sed. !iiring ,-.,W<' fr0~1 v~c:lrd.ty YD 4961i:)2. 

(23) 2019/j,Ol-J. l'\ovv"bcr C'_'J";l'JrY PCll'irwtEo'r r(,C0~lv"d smn!..l".l'lIS fhe 
f~'on ablvt 500 mr-t.ers out. F:lrc 021"f>f'd "'0 c1!;ull-'1Gc;:it ca!'c fr::JTn vicj~ity YD 
53'7lJ96e 

(?If.) 2()1950I1. COl11T,cny E J(;cei Vf"d fOllr l'al".dorr rurJds of 82mrn 
mort;trs. 1i:v .omy :'osiH::>r: cu1e 1"0'1: b(' locateel; t is ros1JltEld in ODr; FJA that 1,r/lS 

·C)t. f,!,r:jrlus f'T1C,u8).' t.o b€' ,,·vaCl1 flt8d. , 
(25) 20950H. Fra,<?; nl'dc·:r nas rfCdVEd frcJrr SLF. 
(26) 202130H. Frag Order 65-67 issued' to ,all UflitS. 

(27) 210500}~. Compa:r,~' 10; r~cei v('d oS. three sjd~d probe attack from 
r1ir,~'CtjOll I·IE, south and ,~est. EnEe'JY Elng.need pe.rimG,ter vi cinity YD 49611.58 "Ion th 
E;llW11 arnJs fiJ:'e approyimd.oly 60 rOUl'K'S 82mm r,:,tmds, 25 r'Jun:'s 57ror: rm and 15 
r)lmC1S I:FG rc)ckrt r:1lmds. 11.:1}1. .:,ttnc'· vr:~s from thl! south,,~est, ,,'stimat~!d she 
of orK C0mF"ny. Dn-ing tIll: attack the enemy c",ptured one inoperable 1,~-60 . 
ni[lchine gun. 1'1'113 ~ttack 'vas rereUed ,dth sma.ll tlrm~ fire, gl"~nacles, 60 nnd 
811l1m mortars t artillery·; Naval Gun fj 1'0 W),S used.. lLngth of th" attack ,'ras 
'+5 n'liYlut~;s. Gun s1:1ps lieN) cr-lled on statjol'l to cover tht', area. Rr,su1ts of 
th!, notion Comp!1,ny E susta' mod 2 KIA, 22 VilA,l1 1'17h1ch wel'f!I r;ot serious and ;10t 

!nul cv'c. The enemy losses H~rc 9 KIA 6 prob£lble and on!' wound!:",d POi". 3 SKS 
c&'l'b:inui, 1 iG'G J.aunCfll!lr, 3 AK-4-7, 15 clJicom gr0r:,:des, 2 RPG rocket r~,unds 
ano 5 HF3 j-.l'opclVJnt chrrgcs, 10. blocks of TNT, assorted documents and mis­
cdlan<bol1!) 782 'V'~:r(' cli.sccvcrcd Bftor th<! attack. 

(28) 210600.1:. Snjper fhe Has re,ccdved by COl1;paRY F' from YD 11·95466. 
Fire ';ith 68nt;:. r."jI)rt~rs \01$:5 retuned to suspected rosition w\1ch caused,p:iper 
firo to c(.use,. Co"pany F hRd ono" PIA. ' 

(29) 2l0.900E. Compr.ny F r~cejved srJiper fire' from YD /.J.88448. 
R.~;tunocd fi rc i'r.\. th 60rrJrn r,"ortars [<no sdpcr £,i rc ceased. 

00) 2J0050I1. COnlpllny H 1st helicopter }:ift landed LZ C"rdins.l. 
(Jl) 211015H. Company 1I lift co:'!'pletod to L2. Cardinal. 
(32) anll.5H. 2ncl JJ.~t'o'f;n (;c)J!1}l9.ny B Jrd n, con Bo.ttalioJl h.sorbd 

a.t YD 489~65o 
(33) 2112.30H. COrnrY1ny H r(,cd.vod heavy"automatj c fiT·c and sniper 

fire fron] YD 511i}50 ('stiI"l'lt('d oD<!'lmy strlmgth to be about 20 lead olements 
hk~n ul'ldn' fh,. and hsd to wi thdraw due to he>3v;,' c:)sua1tiC'ls. R,.turr;ed fire 
, :ith s:r;A.ll .:rms, 60 and 8lmm mort~Ts plus artillery fixed wing H!.S on staUon 
"r'c1 t)srd. Co pany IJ 'stlffer(!:d morc cl.l.f)ualties ",hen wd CV·9CS were being taken 
c,ut. I'I~1icopter WlS ·~[.tkem undor fir". 'l'otal c, sunlties amounh~,'d to 5 KIA, 30 
1-,'1 A, 10 "lich vwro ,'ot. serious (noLlg:-J tn be ev~cHe.t,d. Are:a of ection to be 
~,,,ro."'lit l' c)r.1plction of'lir strike, 

$ • • ]0 I ~r~\~~rlJ~$~~~~~W 
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Cf::"21 (34) 2111JOOllo 2/3 OPCON TO 4th Marines. 
~:~,:;:~ (35) 211440H. Platoon from Company G providing security for downed 
Q '~, leU coptE»" at YD SlS487 rocoi vod thrOE' rounds of random small arms ha:rrassing 
cO,':J YIJO fire wi1i1e helicoptor \,as being evacuated. (0~~ 
(i';~)) (36) 211700110 Three VC S5uspects running away from CGlmpany F ad-
c~~ anee oloment.s at YD 485437 were approhended and sent to the rear to be evacua­
t::,:,--=~ ed. 
e~~ (37) 211710Ho Company}t~ elements tOl)k heavy automatic fire at Yn 
r"G . 791f30 and YD 1}751~'27. Returned fire with small arms and continued to objective 
..3 ravo. --- (38) 211830H. In sweeping objective Bravo one VC KIA was discevered 

plus indications of numerous blood stains and cloth used for bandages 9stimat­
icm of .5 probables wore crodited. Objoctivo Bravo was cleared. 

, (:39) 21181}5H.. ComparJY 11 upon recoiving resupply received four 
'" rounds 61mm mor-tars from YD 515h1t5, damagiYlg the helicopter. The helicopter 

was able to lift off t.ho LZ but tlI",n made a emergency landing at YD 530490 in­
slde November Company's perimet.er. Com!Jany H had 19 \ITA, ),.0 of which '-'Jere not. 
sed ous enough to be mod evacuated out. Enemy position was ~ot located. 

(ItO) 2202301;. Corllmand Group and .. &r·l~m~~l'Go!l)p_anj'received 6 rounds 
of 61mm mortars inside the porimoter at YD 530490~ Hounds came from the ncrth­
vlcst direction. Enemy position could not be located. There were no casualties. 

(In) 220625H. Tanks arrived at Hed Beach and had transportation 
8.1Vai ti 1'1['; to return back t.c ship. 

(42) 22062511. F'rag Order received from 4th Hlrines. 
~ (4) 220730H. Three malo civi11arlS I'Jere observed at YD 477432 by 

CC>Tr.pany II. A po.trol was S(lnt. after them and apprehonded one of the three. 
The 0thol' trIO got m1!ay. Sunpect 1'<][1 S [icnt to rear. 

bunkers. 
(II~-) 22091011. Obj0C~ti va ~'Jl' f.;eourod arlO. are presently blo"(dng 

(45) 21) 01011. Company G 1st t,T8.ve completed to YD 528lj47. 
(110) 22103011 0 Company G completed lift. 
(/}7) 22103011. In conducting swoop (If village vicinity YD 511447, 

Compeny II discovered one VC Jady thbt hed beon burned very badly by fixed 
"rj ng KAPAL11. Search of v:illagE' was cont:inuod. 

(Ir£',) 221l00B.. Company E apprehendod one VC suspect at YD 485434. 
Suspect. HUS not armed but attached PF Unit identifiod suspect as a ve. Suspect 
"JaS evacuated to the rear. 

(49) 22l400H. Command Group Alpha cOlllmenced holicopter lift to new 
poei tion at YV 47Slr34. B Btry and Novomber Company remained at YD 530lJ-90. 

(50) 22130011. Load clements ~f Company G were taken u}:)der fire by 
two automatic weap0ns. Elements used small arms and 60rnm llltllrtal:'S aTJd maneu­
verod tevJards enemy locaticlY) YD 519437. Fire from above cOGrdinates he1d up 
] El[ld el(J(tJNJtS. Gunships we:re emr10yed and fixed Hing. Enemy fire silenced 
and Company continued to move. Company G sustainod 4 WIA and 6 non-battle cas­
ual tias c~.<used by hoat 8>:haustion. 

(51) 221505H. Comptl.ny E roceived fouY' rounds I)f 82mm martars and 
small arms fj:r~ vicird ty YD 496412. Returned fire "ii th small arms and artil­
lor-yo Cornl,any E f'ad two lflA in results Qf this action. 
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(5,2) 22161+5I!o "\Jrd le Company G HilS on the move receivt"d thr.e 6lmm 
J!loy'tr,:r rounds vTh:ic~l cr,m(, fr,ji' YD 5161'~~7. He turned arti 11ery fire causing secon­
da:ry eXjJlosj::Jl1 also r,::ceivJnc &utorGDtic fire and sm&. 11 arms fir'e from YD 
517lj:Y, arid YD 519429. Heed v<..d rand:1" fire from YD .52J111J7 at Comp&uay Grear 
olE'mentE> l'(~sul ting in O:rJEt KIA and OYlEl WIAo 

(.53) 2217001;. DoCUlllCYlts, pictures and Orl$ ID card were diacevered 
by Company I; v,hilo blo\-Jj ng a bUYJkcr at YD 510Llh7. 

(54) 2217l!-OI;. Compar,y 1::; uI/on swacJ)ing area to .. raros the village of 
XOg hIEii] r,ccivc,d Q.utonwtic small arms fire from vicinity of YD 505415 •. 
}wturnd fire "lith small erms and movE--d to cnerr,y 8.1'· a then received f()ur 
r;Junds of 61mm mort3.l"s. Fir-o 1-1ar; H!turn~d "lith 60 amd 81rnm mortars arc1 .artil-

, ___ lJlry to Cl')e~liy position. 
'". (55) 22l830H. Company G continued to receive he~vy autom9.tic fire 

Mic1 unAble to r:ove fon,,~,r'c1 elelm(1ntR called in r.rtillery on enemy posi tioJl 
aNl Com]Jt:lny (j l'lovod out of tho village to ('stablish night positions. COlrpS.JlY 
G sustainr.·d .3 vilA dnring this Dction. 

(56) 2219
'
.wll. Company G received 10 b 12 automatic sma.n ArmS 

rounds from YD 522!jJ}O. Hctul'ncd firo 'Hi th S:TJa 11 arms and 8l1nm mor·tars. Fj re 
"0.8 si lOJ',CGJd. 

(57) 221950II. l:ovember Company a.nd B Btry r~cei ved four 6 61mm 
.. oy-tar rounds ir VIEdr jlerimeter at YV 530490. Firod 8lrnm and l05mm at SUSPl"ct­
l'Id enemy mortar location at J'V 516/19/h Hort91-s 5i lCflced. 

(58) 222230H. C(@.pany F' 1i stening post 0 bSl!rved enfJmy B. cti vi ty of 
thy-('( pC/sons that "lere HrlHCd ere:r:y "ras taken under fire l,tith small arms. 
Tho HJemy returl'led total Of!W0 rounds ~ A squad "'8.S sent to check the area 
dth ncgat:iv8 results. 

(59) 222325];. 
(60) 23011.5]]. 

b. Ph';;..se 2 

Frat Order #2 roceived from 4th !'brines. 
hag urde,r 67-67 issued to all units. 

(1) 23050011. 2(3 units Il:cved to blockine; posi tiol'l. Company 1!. at 
Y11 497i l27 to YD 501~hll.~. Con;pany Ii' and Command Group YD 4781f46. Compa.»y G YD 
522Ill!7. COlllpany;] YD 51.ll j·!.j9. 

(2) 23060011. i>]J .. uni ts arriv0d rt block.ing positions. 
(3) ?307451l. Lc Hd elments of CO!lp2.ny t detonated a surprise 

fi ring device along 8. hedgerow YD 48;A44 resulting in 2 1tJIA thB.t 'were evacuated. 
(4) 2J071~-711. Company 11 di scover-ed a suitcase in an abandoned 

stl'uction YD 51041.j.7. It contain d various documents and a shirt of rdlitary 
origin. 1,11 i toms sent to tlw r(lar. 

(5) 23091011. Sr,ipc.)" fil'o was r( (cived ,,1.. random Ilt Company F por­
jmeter YD 4381}1j.7. L:>c8.tion of enemy c()uld not be located. 

(6) 23112011. ·ovcH;ber Co,npany observed three civilians noar their 
},eJr:imc-tcr. Patrol was Bent out and apprehended them. They h:ld no Identifioa­
tion c",ro ·.,nc] ':J(H'e sent to the re;01.r. 

(7) 231800]). COilpany E receivod automctic firo, a total of 6 rounds 
f:r-.)m YD 505'~09. One T1a.n ;" 8.n ~)ut post H.1S lli t [mel ~lv,'lcuated. Out post return­
(:d f:iru to SUSl)f;-ctcd position. C> ck ef 3rea was negativG • .. ' ... 
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(8) 232110}1. Four rounds of 82mm !T:ortars landed 100 yds from Com­

parimr:ter. Retur~wd artillery fire at ene:ny 'ortar positicm I'lt YD 
En.my !'rlortllr was silenced. 

(9) 2)2200H. Fri!g Oi'der 68-67 issu('d to all Ul!lits. 
(10) 2h04001I. List(';ling post of Company E observed enemy unable 

,0 datoriiline number. Enemy "Jere i.,;earing helmets, carrying Neapons at YD 
071H2. A t~)till of 18 rounds of 105 artillery were called on the enemy. ChC'ck 
f the orca nt first light r suIted irl n~g8.tive results. 

c. Fhase J 

(1) 24070ffiI. COJ1pany E lifted to LZ Dove G,t YD /+90502 ~nd Comp .. JlY 
----F plus Command Group fol !.e)\'Jed. 

(2) 2/+0700H. COl11rJ~mies G tti'O H cmrlmenced overlllr-ld se.arch and des-
4( troy oporat:ions. 
'l.l 0) 2iJ0845H. 1'hro(') VC suspects e!ere a.pprehendeded t!.t YD 497497 

by C)!n,lonny F a.nd Here r.::turn'd to r£:ar. 
(4) 24l020H. Lend elemEmtR crossed phase line Plumb. 
(,5) 21H027H. M1ile search of area "las being made CompAny F' de­

t'l1Clted onc' 8url :;ri se cxpbding device at YD 48351) Y'(;sulting in one WIA that 
vlaS cvaCU.1 ted. 

(6) 
to be ARVN's. 

2IH)501l. COll1}lanies E and F reached blocking position that 1'1.QS 

Comps.nies E and F now turning about to assuml!) assigned block. 
24150011. CGmpallY E and F in blocking positio. at YD 477512 a.nd (7) 

YD 475)25. 
(8) 24151011. 

YD 543467. 
li'i rat elements of Co.:rrpanY' C't landed by He li co i,ter a. t : 

(9) 2Lll520B. Command Group Bravo landed in trace cf Company G. 
(10) 241540Il. Company 11 landed in trnce of Comn'iRnd Group Bravo. 
(11) ;:>41600Jl. COlllplilnios G and l:l plus Command Group Bravo comm(mced 

h(IVO towards Lilte of Departure. 
(12) 24170011. Comp.Quy·F apprehended one VC suspect as the only m.le 

in a vil18.ge ,'l.t YD 475515 ,·J}dch sniper fire was received fl'om. Vtl.l'ious medical 
supplies ~'er0 discovered along ... ri th assorted 782 Benr ano :38,160 lb. rice that 
was eve. CUll ted. 

(13) 2,!I,zOOOH. Six to eight tons of rico were discovered at the same 
vi llage YD 475515 Cache of rice ,..,-.as bag.:;ed and evacuated out. A total sum es­
timated found and evacuated. 

(14) 2l+2100fl. F'rag Order 69-67 issu0d to all units. 
(15) 21122151J. Company F ambush sits at YD 48.5515 h&d two enemy ap­

pronch i ts position from a r,ortherly direotiop enemy was taken under fire. 
Ambush 1 1NtpOns started to fail and ambush leE,der .d thdrew his unit back to perj.­
meter. Enemy seemed not orgHniz.ed so didnot SUS .. J0ct anlbush. AmbUS1 '\-ras sup­
ported by small .oms, H-79 N.m::s and 12 60mm mortar' rounds. 14 :lrtillery 
rounds were also fired. Area was searched at first light ~ncl discoverod ? KIA, 
bloody b[lndrl.ges which enemy left behind,. total of 6 probables was f'st:im .. te~, 
[Ilso one nOw 1-1-1 riffLe 1/2764690, one c rbine H-L#1450851, fl8lol'ted documf'l'lts 
and equip:,cnt, 100 rvuncis of 30 01',1 and 30 rounds of carbine '\-Tas discovered. 
CompAny F sust;dnod two lIlA Wl10 Here evacuated. 
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Command Group Bravo, Companies H & G commenced movtng. 
Co:r~J':,mi(:s }j"Yld G s"reepjng ~nd cl")8sed phase line 

(18) 250915Ij" Assorted documcmts .and persoyw1 papers Hore found in 
h.:<.yr,tack wrapp,:d in bng::; wj th plastic covering at [IGrJmehr of village YD 
4r15n. Items tagged aYJd l'cturlwd to real'" 

(19) 251030110 CompDni8s G & H at pha,10 line Grape. 

1 2.~ 
r: ~ 2.60nml 

\ 

(C' [i) pis. ce. 

(20) 2.510451lo Company E di scover-od one c":lcom .anti-personnel mino, 
!"Jtmds at 'IV lj77518 and i'u7E1 inCre~lj8rlts. They Here dostroyed :in 

~_'~ (21) 25l1.l-')011. 30 to 3.5 loc[,l vlll,,(;crs oubicle of perimeter intQr-
~ c!) preter stated they \'ranted to reenter the vIllage once the M,rines lefte Pa.trol 

_ .... ,,,.- 1'8S sent to elJeck villclgor·s "ho :irr!luediately flod. 
(22) 25 IlJ.501I. Scad elemants of r: ~}qd G Companies orossed phase liM 

Plum. 
(23) 251S0511. Company G whila conducting survey exploded one sur­

prisE' fjrh'g dcvJce 'believed to be a J:rcn'lde. It resulted in 2 lD:A, one which 
had to be evaCU1ted. 

(21~) 251500JIo Comps.ny E dt scoverod 5 t.;Jns of rice hidden under a 
hut. I(j co Has bagged ;Jnd evacueted o 

(2S) 25152.511. Four t,;) fi va sniper rounds 1:Jere received by Company F. 
Fire ,~s returned to Dxpected ~osjtion and s~iper fire caRsed. 

(26) 251100}]. Company F flp.lrobended OM VC suspected at YD h7751J 
t-J'110 W1S sent to thEJ 1'8.1'. He had IW Jdentif:icf,tton. 

(2'1) 2515lJ.51I. Soarching of aN'8. ComV1ny b d i ,:covered 8 VC suspected 
at YD4El0520 ,,,,]'0 were'h:i.d:ir.lg by the vjl1a[~e. '1'hoy HEn'c' E'V,lcU'1ted to the rea.r. 

(28) 251620}]. Comi<l:::y 1" 1.Jl,ile or. the move at- YD h8J.50? received 
.5 rlunds of anlall [lrms fire. HeturnGd fi rc uith small :.:rms. Searched area pith 
m':',d:i.VE: r·csults. ilction resulted in one ~ v.bo I'TaS evacuated. 

(29) 25220011. It'rf,gl?3h roceivfJd from 4th H[,rin€'s. 
()o) 2522201I. hag Ord('r 70-67 tSSllfJd to all units. 
(31) 25230011. AHVN units attached Hill be return0d to hth Harines 

Ht f:il'[;i light. 
()2) 
(); ) 

2607001I. 
2607.50JJ. 

B lltry first h'.9.Ve out,,.Q ,lil}"J1eted. 
C,:,mlfJand Group rind Company H ut YD 530490 to be lifted 

out. 
(Ji4') 260800H. C(J1111lany E rlt objccUve 5. 
US) 260 [330Il. ,l.ovell]ber Company lift completed. 
(36) 260850I:. Company l!; ;;~cur8d objecU VEl 1/5 regati ve enemy contact 

und ,,.)ViLg to Heel De:l.ch. 
(37) 2608,50f1 o Comvmy lj \1elicoI-,ter' tellmS nir born:. [.lnd lHt out 

cOlnJ.:h·t()d for first h te:.lr1S. 
(38) 26091511. 1q1 of Comi)any II Uft c()mphte. 
091 25092511. C,jITJ.)any G 1st fDU!' tel'!'!s c()m;,J~)bd. 
(LIO) 2609li51l. All of D Btl';\' lift cCf"l,1otcd. 
(La) 26J0051;. Cornm"nd Group Dr(lvo Jift cU':l~l(otd. 
<lj 2) 25102511. Ccmp&ny G 1.ift cx ;: lcicd. 
(hJ) 26101~.()}!. C»)I;j)c,U\Y 1<' l,t 2 tE,am~, lHted out. 
<h)~) 26101.j.0n. Cc),Jp.n·lY E on Jkcl reach • 

. ., ..• ". 
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M.a 
------

(45) 
(h6) 
(47) 
(1.,,8) 

2SnOOIl. 
26ll0crn;. 
261130If. 
261200H. 

Command Group lift cOmlJleted. 
COII,pa.ny it' lifi" cc>mp1etocl. 

( 

Command Group, Companies II and G bl\ck on LPH. 
All units 2/3 back load completed. Operotion 

Results 

a. FriendlY Losses 

OFFICER 
KIA JiM !ill D01~ 
"""'0 0 0-0 

OFFICER 
KIA ltITA MIA DOW 
0000 

b. Enem;t Losses 

CATAGORY 
NVA li'IA (conf) 
NVA KIA (prob) 
POH 
Detainees 
Indi vidual v1G&.pons captured 
ChicClm gremtdes 
RPG l"locket Liuncher 
HPG prope1E.mt charges 
RPG rounds 
Deml!l1itions 
liedical kit 
782 gear 
Small arms ammo 
Chicom m:ine 
61mm fuzes and Incrilme~t. 
nice 

~ 

~ 

KIA 
9 

W 

TOTAL 
2'2 

37 
1 

28 
9 

15 
1 
.s 
2 

2 

10 Ibs 
1 

10 lbs 
130 

1 
2 can. 

44,610 lb. 

ENLISTED 
WIA MIA DOVI ---99 0 0 

ENLIsTED 

~&IlQti o 0 

11. Administrative ~~tters. The Administrative Pl •• was adequate t. aupp0rt 
all comb~t operB.tions during Operation BEAR CHAIN. The Serial Asdgnment Table 
Hll.S cha,nged to support the tactical scheme of maneuver. The prillcribed bad 
vras again reduced in the amount of mea.ls carried by the troQPs, N~ Qdminllt­
ratjve problems arose during the operatien. 

ill 2 
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8.. Supply Techl),;9,~.a. Combat_Loads ... Amrnuni. ti!~.L.!Jld Heapons Carried by 

Assault Tr(/l0ps. 

, (1) As duril!lg all previous amphibious operatit>ns, ammunition, 
rations, and special equipment were staged llbo~rcJ. 8ss~gned shipping em 0-1. 
All of these items, except for 111gh e)plosivEl Ch,ss V, were issued on D-l. 
The high explosives were issued just prior to bO.9.rding assault transpnt­
ation. 

(2) On 0-1, a detachment composed of Shore Party personnel, Bat­
hlion Supply, and Battalion Communication was m~ved to the 4th Marines 
Command l'ost to effect liaison idth the LSA lGcated at that pl)sition. The 
resupply source from D+l to the end ~f the @per~ti0n for .11 cl~8se6 of re­
supply except for water, NIS items, and sp6cie.l fOGldstuffs was this LSA. 
The USS Tripoli supplied water, battery charge service. f •• dstuffs and NIS 
items. HMl'1 265 supplied t.he helicopter's fClr all resupply. NI) prc>blems in 
resupply resulted from having two separate points of supply. 

(J) Battalion Supply COJ'ltirmod normal supply functions through­
out the oper.ation. Adeli tionally, a team mf f.Jupply persemnelcdlacted all 
782 gear, porsonnel affeets, and weapl'ms from casualties evacuated to the 
USS 'I'd poli • 

(/.j.) N0 spadaJ. vieapons or ammunition was ca.rried by assault troops. 
Malfunctions with the ~1l6Al continued to occur; hlDwever, their frequency 
wasn't r.l61l"ly so high as during Operation BEACON TORCH which to(l)k placo 
under similar sandy soil condttions. Sufficient clean.ing equipment is still 
not available for the K16Al rifles. 

(5) The resupply of an assault Battalion and a direot support artil­
lery battery places stringent requirements upom a CH-46 squadron. The Ilmounts 
of ammunitiGn required by the battery coupled with the fact that the rifle 
companies were on tho rn~ve sevoral times until lat@ afternoon resulted in 
some night resupply. The support given by HMM 265 in this respect WAs ex­
cellent. 

b. Haintenance. Nermal organize.tional maintenance wa.s conducted thr!!lugh­
out thi;""" oporat.ion.'-' No problem areas ar(!)se during the operati(lm. 

c. Medicd ,EvllcuationL Treatment, and Hospitalizathn 
; , 

(1) First echelon medical care was provided in the field by corpsme. 
attached directly tGl the line c@fllpanios.. In addition, four cGrpsmen W9re at­
tached directly to the a.lpha command group. Attached units were cared for by 
corpsll:el'l proviclec~ in their T. O. 
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(2) F'irst echelon care CQRsist. I1If emergency first aid, evalua­
tion of patients for evacuati0n, and treatment of min0r field complaints. 

(3) Combined Second echelon care (Collecting and Clearing) and 
Third echelon care (Surgical Team) was provided aboard the USS Trip.li. 

(4) Facillti~s aboard the USS Tripoli were sufficient to provide 
care for any casualty except those requiring the specialized care of a 
neuro5urge~~, opthalm~logist, or maxill~-facial surgeon. 

(.5) Hospital facilities aboard the USS Tripel1 are sufficient to 
provide complete PQst-operative care fGr up to 200 patients. 

(6) Those patients requiring addithnal hcaspitalizatien of over 
30 days were transferred after sufficient c0nvalescence from their wounds. 

(7) Evacuatien was quickly and efficiently performed by heli­
copter squadron HM}l 26.5. All but three rationts Here evacuated directly 
to the USS Trip()li, and 110 mortality (J)r morbidity was as a result of delay 
in evacuation. 

(8) Casualties were as follows: 

KIA 
OO1'1's 
1~lJ:A 's (evac) 
HIA 's (nem evac) 
Non I:ostile (ovac) 

USHC 
.Qf!-~ 

o 9 
o 0 
o 70 
o 29 
2 i:!b 

(9) In addition to U. S. military personnel, 
ci vilians and tbree ARVn troops vlere evacuated to the 
ARVN cs. sud ti e S 'He 1'0 8. sara suI t of heat exhaus tion. 
then transfered.to a nVN Hospital in Hue. 

USN 
OFF~ENL 
.,. 2' 

o 0 
o 2 
o 4 
o 1 

six wou.dad vietnamese 
Tripoli. Two of the 
The civilians were 

(10) Of the ncrm-battlo casualties, nine were due tn heat e)(hausticm 
and th~ rernai~der due to sprains, infections and other relatively nen-ser­
ious c0nditions. 

(11) No cases of malaria pr~sented during thi. operation. 

(12) Of the 113 U. S. rersonnel evacuated, 32 have been/will be trar,s­
ferred, and the remainder (81) will be returned to duty wi thin 30 days. 
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(13) Nil> Med-Cap programs vJere initiated during this eperatien. 

d. Transportation. Only limited orga,nic vehicles were offloaded duri~g 
the 0peration, and those were communication vehicles. The direct BUppl)rt 
helicopter squadron, ClI-53 t s, LVT and ARG shipping beats were used t(),ac­
complish both the tactical landing and ,.,dthdrawal. All tactical trGOp m$Ve­
mont during the operation was accomplished by 1111M 265. Nt transportation 
probl,,'ms occurecl during Oporation BEAR CHAIN. 

e. Communications 

(1) Communications involved with Operation BEAR CHAIN ware in ARG/ 
SLF concept. DJ.ring initial phas0 of the operati<m, VHF/PM c0mmunicati«ms 
equlpment was used. The AN/l1RC-I09 was lifted ashore and reliable communi­
cations ""Tere established. 

(2) A now system 'Has established for supply requests from the com­
panies. Companies requ<,sted resupplies on the TACLOG net which in tur'1 re-
lieved somE! of tho administrative type traffic on EN TAC ·#2. Bn TAe #2 
WM then clear for spot rep~rts and worked AS an overload net f0r TAe #1. 

(3) The AN/MRC-I09 was returned to the ship Em the first displace­
ment and communications in the new l~cation was estabUsr'9d with the 4th 
Hegt. Communications with 4th Regt. lV€lre g~od; hewever, the SLF, operat­
inc; on the same net became a problem to communicate with, due tG lack 0f 
r.erviccable HC-292 Antennas. 

(4) FrsqUlmcy overdde on the opcration was tNublesome at times. 
Times of day and 1<llC1UOn of equipmerlt had some apparent effect G1I1 this 
condition. 

f. Nedical Evnluation 

(1) Adequate medical care was provided during the (")pe:ratil.'m. No 
significant problems in deployment of medical personnel, avdJa:>ility 0f .' 
care in the field or aboard the VSS Tripoli, or preblems vJith medi-bal sup­
plies were encountered. 

(2) Excellont and Elxpedient en.cuation 0f patients frQ)m the field 
Has provided by helicopter squadron JJr.1H 265. 

C;) Ne mortality 01' morbidity was as a result of unavailibility of 
medic81 personnel, l.nE.ldical supplies, or d0l11Y in evacuation. 

1.,.1f 
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(4) Of the 113 personnel evacuated, 32 will be lost as ait'ler KIA's 
or transfers, however 81 will be returned to duty within 30 days,and most 
'V11. thin 10 days. This rapid return t" duty is because administrati va 1ntag- . 
1'1 ty is m"intEJ.ined when a patient is evacuated to the USS Trip0li. Had these 
patients been evacuated elsewhere, the delay before return to duty would be 
much longer. 

(5) A significant decroase in heat casualties "Tal> noted during this 
operation. This js attributable to commAndpGlicy and not to any spedifi'c 
medical care. 

(6) No cases ®f malaria presented during this ~peration. 

12. Special EqUipment and Techniques. None 

13. .Qommander' s Ana.lysis 

a. The outstanding and professional support exhibited by the UtI-IE's in 
ans .... mrirlg fire support mission requests enhanced the ability of rifle com­
panies to dislodge and pursue the enemy with a timeliness usually denied to 
hfantry units. This suppcort not only aided in dislodging the enemy from 
dofensive positions but also allowed an effective pursuit by fire frepm the 
air. The '-Jo:rk of llHH 26.5 in support of BLT 2/3 is equally note"Torthy, es-

1; pacially in tho difficult a:rea of night resupply. After moving iYl tl-,,, .. Hack 
throughout tbe day, not only was the receipt of resupply at night aJll impert­
ant factor in the continuance of the assigned mission, but the knawledge that 
this night support would be forthcoming if required must also be highly rated 
as a morale factor. 

11' b. At times during (llperathn BEAR CHAIN/FREMONT, the applicability of 
the "Hulas of Engagement" was called into question, especially in the area 
of supporting artillery firo. The amcllUnt of enemy fire, durati0n of firs, 
and f:rlf.'ndly casualties rosulting from this fire must all be considered prior 
to caJ.ling in artillery fire. However; should the FSCC on the spot, state 
that the proposed target meets the established rules ef engagement, this 
statel!'ient, except in rare, highly questi~nable circumstances, should be con­
sidered as adequate cerUficaU,on and not require further certification by the 
commanding officer. 

c. Although the SLF Battalion CP is a mobile unit, certain problems are 
enconntol"od when requirements demand that a battalion cc.mmand group tj10ve with 
an assault rifle company. Among the problems inv~l.ved, two are camsidered (If 
major jmportnnce '. 

(1) In a moving situation, if rifle companies are widely separated 
not Qn~distAnce but by direction, communications "lhile lllQving under ll.S-

tilSIf' 
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sault conditions are at best only marginal. A AN!PRC-25 with whip antenna 
can net match the communications support available in a semi-static situat­
i0n utilizing a 292 antenna nor a slow moving reserve situation using only 
the AN/PRC-25. 

(2) Hoving with an assault company, a command group although pro .. 
tooted by a reserve rear plat$on is subjected at least to sniper fire and 
must constantly remain on the move. The sending of necessary orders, co­
erdination of action, receivi~g reports from l0wer eohelons and forwarding 
inf$rmation to higher echelons 1s thus often delayed and always hurried. 
Added t. this is the fact that with an assault company, the chances are 
considerably higher that the command group could become embroiled in a major 
engagement thu$ severely limiting its ability to influence the combined 
actions of the battalion. 

flu~ 
E. W. HERICH • 
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