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PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1.

2e

COMMANDING

DESIGNATION
Battalion Landing Team 2/3

LtCol HENRY ENGLISCH 1 Oct - 5 Nov 67

SUBORDINATE UNITS

H & S Company

Capt J. P. SHEEHAN

1 -9 Oct 67
10 Oct - 5 Nov 67

Company E Capt R. N. BOGARD 1 Oct - 5 Nov 67
Company F Capt R, G, PONSFORD 1 - 16 Oct 67
1stlt C. P. CRITTON 17 Oct - 5 Nov 67
Company G Capt J. 0. ROESLER 1 Oct - 5 Nov 67
Company F Capt V. M. SMITH 1 Oct - 5 Nov 67

ATTACHED UNITS

"B Battery (Rein), 1st Battalion, 12th Marines

First Platoon (kein), Company 4, 3d Tank Battalion
Trird Platoon (Rein), Company B, 1st AMTRAC Battalion
Sedond Platoon (Reins, Company A, 3d Anti-Tank Bn
Third Platoon, Company B, 3d Recon Battalion

Second Cleering Platoon (Rein), Company B, 3d

Medical Battalion

Logisticel Support Unit (DET FORLOGCOMD)

First Platoon (Rein), Company C, 3d Shore Party

First Platoon (Rein), Company C, 3d Motor Trensport
Battalion

First Flatoon (Lein), Company A, 3d Engineer Battalion 1stLt J. R. ASHBURY

Capt E. P. RICHTER
24Lt L. L. GORHALL
istLt D. R. RUSH
1stlt F. Y. LAWLER
2dLt R. D. CREITZ
LCDR Jo P. RYAW

1stLt D. R. HUGHES
i1stlt A. G. MUELLER
1stIt W. E. BOGVER

LOCATION
010001H = 140900 H fPchtokgpittsb? :
150900K .~ 170800H October 1967t Afloat with ARG shipping

170800H%- 240800H October 19673 Operation FORMATION LEADER/LIBERTY IT RVN
21,0800H October 1967 - 04:@ O November 1967: Operation KNOX - RVN
0l440)0E - 052400H November 1967: Enroute DaNang Reheb

Operation XINGFISHER - RVN
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STAFF _OFFICERS

Executive Officer Major E. G. MILONE 1 Oct = 5 Nov 67
s-1 1stIt K. N. MCLEMORE 1 Oct - 5 Nov 67
S-2 Capt R. O. CULVER 1 Oct = 5 Nov 67
S-3 X Major D. W. LEMON 1 Oct - 5 Nov 67
S @){E@&M@%ﬂﬁ“‘%m Capt R. R. GREEN 1 Oct - 5 Nov 67
Comm0 > 2dLt R, L. LOVE 1 Oct - 5 Nov 67

4, AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

{ USMC UsN
g_g_p; INL OFF  ENL
5 1300 8 80

_PART II
NARBATIVE SUMMARY

During this reporting period, BLT 2/3 continued its participation in

Operation KINGFISPER while OPCON to 9th Marines. This operation was term=-

inaied 14 October 1967, and the PLT commenced backloading to ARG shipping
[z on 15 Jctober 1967. On 17 October 1967, the BLT was landed again and Op-

eration FORMATION LEADER/LIBERTY II commenced. During this operation the

BLT was OPCON to CTG 79.5 and CG 3rd Marine Division. On 24 October, the

BIT entered the 1st Marine Division TACR and conrenced Operation KNOX while

CPCON to 7th Marines. The opcrations in which the BLT participated during
‘E this period are discussed in detail in Part IV of this chronology.

PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGIIFICANT EVENTS

1, COMBAT MISSIONS ASSIGHED. See Part Iv

2. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONDUCTED
., Operation KINGFISHER: 1 - 1% October 1967

a

b. Opcration FORMATION LEADER/LIBERTY IIt 17 - 24 October 1967
c. Operation KNOXs 24 October - O4 November 1967

3, CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY. None
%, CASUALTIES SUSTAINED

USMC

OFFICER : ENLISTED
KIA WIA MIA DOW KIA 1A MIA DOW
0. 2 0 O 0 16 0 0
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UsN
OFFICER ENLISTED
KIn WIA MIA DOW KIA WIA MIA DOW
0 0 0 0 0 0] 0 0]

5, NEW_TECHNIGUES EMPLOYED. None
6. COMMAND RELATIONS

8o
‘e
b.
3d
C.
d.
eQ

f.

7. EQUIPMENT,
8. LOGISTICS,

0100011 - 140900H October 1967.2dBn (Rein), 3d Marines OPCON 9th

rines.

BLT 2/3 (-) OPCON parent organizations 3d Marine Division.

130G00H ~ 141200H October 1967. BLT 2/3 reconstituted under OPCON
Marine Division.

141200H - 180100H October 1967, BLT 2/3 OPCON CTG PQ.5aw a9
180100H - 240800H October 1967. BLT 2/3 OPCON CG 3d Marine Division,
240800H October 1967 - OL1000H November 1967. BLT 2/3 OPCON 7th
Marines.

0L41000H - 052400H November 1967. BLT 2/3 OPCON CTG 79.5.

See Part IV

See Part IV

9, CIVIC ACTION, The commitment of the BLI as e special landing force
during this period precluded participation in an active civic action
program because of its operational requirements.

10. ADMINISTRATION
PERSONNEL ACCOUNTING., A shortage of consumable supplies still

Be
exX
b

Co
d.

e
b

he

i.

ists.

AWARDS. Silver Star Medal - 1, Bronze Star Medal - lyy Navy Com-
mendation Medal - 1, Navy Achievement Medal - 1.

PROMOTIONS. CPL - 74, ICPL -92.

LEGAL AND DISCIPLINE. None

POSTAL. Satisfactory
PAY AND ALLOWANCES, Satisfactory

g. POST EXCHANGE. The ship store facilities of ARG shipping were
utilized during this reporting period while the PLT was afloat. There
were no PX facilities available while the BLT was ashore.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES. Protestant services were held either in the
field or aboard USS TRIPOLI by the Battalion Chaplain, Catholle Mass was
heard aboard USS TRIPOLI, and conducted by Chaplain KELLY, FRIBRON II,
walle in the field,

R&R.

The battalion received the following R&R quotest Okinawa - 9,

Bangkok - 27, Taipei = 15, Hong Kong - 19, Fawaii - 31, Manila - 3, Singapore -
6, Penang - 4, Tokyo - 14, Sydney - 6, Kuala Iumpur - L4, Total - 138,

)] ooy l%
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11.

12.
13,
1k,
15.
16,
17
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a., LOSSES
UsMC USN
Battle 0 23 0 0
Non-Battle 6 105 0 10
Admin 0 8 0 0
b. HEPLACEMENTS
USMC UsN
1 77 0 9
INTELLIGENCE, See Part IV.
COMMUNICATIONS. See Part IV.
WEATHER., See Part IV.

FIRE SUPPORT. See Part IV.

AIR SUPPORT, See Fart IV.

ACTIVATIONS/DEACTIVATIONS/REDESIGNATIONS. None
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HEADQUARTERS

Battalion Landing Teem 2/3
FPO, San Francisco 96602 :

WGRSR i
Frorme: Commandin: Officer '
,a To: Commander, Special Landing Force Bravo ‘) ;
i !
i ;
Subj: Combat After Action Report (Operation FCRMATION LUADFR/LIBERTY II) .
' ‘ /
: H
wefs {a) 13t RVN, ANS, 1:50,000 Series L 701l Sheets 6541 I.IV, \§i
6l 111~ IVo : . N
") CTG 7945 Frag Order Operstion FORMATION LEADER / \
g -
Bredle v (1) Overlay, O.eretion FORMATION LEADER/I LIRIRTY IT X
\(\.
t, D crrtion FORMATION LzADFR/LITIRTY IT N
AN
q 2. Tutes of Oceration. 17-24 October 1967 7
o
%, Iogalion. Operation FORMATICN LEADER/LITFRTY II was conducted in \
Vinh Toc end fhu Lo Districts, Thua Thien Province, Republic of Vietlam, A';
. N
i b Ipgk Orcanization 03
s ' N
riT 2/3 LtCol ENGLISCH 3
L3S Co ( ) (Rein) Capt COOPER NEA
Dot, T Btry, 1st Dn, 12th Mar Ny
34 Sqd, MP Platoon, lig Co, 9th MAB /b_
ITT Teezm, III MAF hy

Co. L _(Redn)

Det, 1%S Co

ist Sec Btmm Mortar Flatoon
Det, Med Ilatoon
Det, Intel Sec
FAC Tenm

Det, B RPtry, 1st Bn, 12th Mar

oo M

DOTSRADED AT 2 TEAR INTERVALS;
(} ICTASSIFIAD AFTER 12 YEARS
d ""ﬂm
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DECLASSIFIED

Co F_(Rein) 1st Lt CRITTON

Co F .

Det H&S Co

2d Sec 81mm Mortars
Det, Med Plat
Det, Intel Sec A
Det, IIT Team

Det, Bravo Battery, ist Bn, 12th Mar

Co_G_(Rein) Capt ROESLER b

Co F
Tet, 145 Co
3d Sec, 81mm Nortars
Dot, led Plst
Det, Intel Sec
FAC Teanm
Det, ITT Team
Tet, B Btry, ist Bn, 12th Mar

Co Il (Rein) Capt SMITH

Co H
Det, 'I&S Co
Ith Sec, 81mm Mortars
Dot, Med Plat
Det, Intel Sec
Nat, ITT Tean ]
Det, B Btry, ist Bn, 12th Mar

mm

5, Supporting Forces

a. MAir, artillery and naval gunfire were avaeilable to the BLT dur-
ing Operation FORMATION LTADER/LIBERTY II, and each was used to it's
maximum extent. v

b. An ITT Team provided by CG IIT MAF was employed throughout the
operation with satisfactory results,but it's potentiel was never fully
realized due to the focts no POW's were captured and no extensive lialson
was made with the Vietnamese clitizenrye

c. 3d Sqd, MP Platoon, Hg Co, 9th MAB displayed a ghigh degree of
enthusiasm throughout its limited employment, but due t6 the fact no
POW compound was ever established and movement on the MSR was generally
trouble~free, the BLT did not have any particular requirement for it's
sorvid¥y qifdng this operation.
Mu‘%‘»“"“m, PR
N T
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ds Ailr Supporti. 'ijited air support was utilized during Operation
FORMATION LEADER/LIB4FIY IX. Prior to the administrative helico; ter

movenent ashore, tactical air controllers (airborne) utilized one section
of Foly Phantom aircraft with 500 pound bombs and 2,75 inch rockets Lo
secure the landing zone by preparing the surrounding high ground. The
movement ashore aboard Cli-53 "Sea Stallions" of HME-U463 was unevontful,
Thig 1ift and the initial movewent of the companies from the zone into

thedr operating areas was covered by UH-iE gunships from VMO.3 and VMO-6.

Throughout the remainder of the operation; invalusble support in wdmin-

- dslrative and nedieal evacuation helicopter 1ifts was provided by the

single UB-IE and crew of VMO.3 attached to Special Landing Force Bravo,

eo B Battery, ist Battalion, 12th Marines rrovided direct support
to the BLT. Artillery was used extensively throughout the cperation. A

Jtetsl of 274 rounds of mixed caliber were fired in support of the BLT,

fo Naval Gunfire. HNeval gunfire was considered to he outstanding
during this operation. Both dey and nighttime H&I fires were delivered
with unerring accuracy and regularity. Total number of NGF rounds del.
ivered in support of the BLT was approximately 1,000

6. Intellizence

a. Inemy Strenpgth, Situation and Capabilities_Prior to Operation
FORMATION LEADER/IIBERTY II.

(1) PEnemy Strengthe Within the primary area of operatien the
following units were identifieds 804th Bn (MF); and C.118 Co (LF).

(2) Enemy Situation. The enemy, utilizing acts of terrorism
and sabotage, was ex,.ected to direct his efforts toward disrupting the
Vietnamese National Elections. He was expected to concentrate these
efforts in the densly populated areas east of Route 1. There was the
added possibility of his luvnching a direct attack against the Fhu Loe
Mstriet leadouarters.

(3) FEnemy Camabilities

(2) The enemy had 7. avaglable ~attack units in the field
and key installations with medium mortars, backed by the support of other
enery units which have been known to operete ir the area frem time to
timeo The Ko4B P (MF), A DA 802D Bn, C.ii6 Co (LF) and C.119 Co (LF)
Yeve 211 been identified, at various times, operating within the OA.

Jith this force the enemy could launch attacks at times of his own

"shocsing, and readily reinforce if a situation required.

Yoo ) The enemy could also delay in his present positions
while waiting for a‘morc opportune time to inagurste his 2etivities.

—t

e

b —.... !
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b vanﬁ Sirength and Situation During Operation FORMATION LEADER/
LIPCRIY 11

o T

AR Uy O et

(1) 17.18 Cctober 1967, Negative enemy contoct.

() 19 Qctober 1957. Co F discovered a onc-lalf vound block
of TRT wropoed in cormn vire end enuipped with g pull type friction
1 se, The device Vﬂo Sf-KTCntjb seversl days old. In the same sres,

‘e (7D 05000%) Co F alse diccovered o well vsed tradl and a sleoving
sres Jerzpe onovgh to wccommﬂﬂMc o, roxinatel 50 VC,

(?) 20 Octoker 396”0 in 'mhuus by zn clement of Co T was
srobesd by M oer § erory o threw grencdes. Co F retalisted with
Cfregmentztion mrenades and ther siell arme fire.  The cction s

breif evd a stbsecueni sesreh of tle ares produeed negative resultis.

Ty Ave arce from (ZD 100987) to (ZD 110991) Co F discovered a well

kert tuniel trail through the densce Jungle feliage. There were many
offs oots Lo group hodding areas which wvere used ap; rovimately one wesk
ardar to discovery. A morter pit, which was laid in the direction of
M iee stirdet deadevsriers ves Qiscovered st (ZD 113978) and destroyed.

Various intelligence sourees revesled thot VC vere attempting to infil. s
trate Friendly sositions by donning ARVN uniforms, and fricndly units Eg
were sdvised to insurc meximue security measures vere utilized in the
sdentification of unfawmilisr military personnel in the TAOR.

(1) 21 October 1967. In the late evening, friendly il-
Tuminaticn evposcd 8 to 10 enery sttem ting to wenvever elther an .
RPG or 57mm Recoillese Rifle dnto pos sition. U-on trelr discovery the
oviern anit ~nened Tire with 5 rounds of elther RPG or 57mm and euto-
ratic smell armr . Artillery wes called and a8 subsequent daylight
zorret of the srer rovealed four hlocd trails; one of »~hich contained
marks suggesting e hody had been dragged off. One blood soaked mil..

itary sock containing shrapnszl was found.

(r)  22.24 October 1967, Negative contact during this period.

7o i

e o OA elong Rowte 11 between (YD 920410) on the north and

15t Marine DEvision boundary (lD 152011) on the south and relieve 2d I

Pn, 26th Marines. Conduct ertensive patrols and ambushes in the OAto

interdict enemy TOC's and deny enemy access to populeated aress east of

datioral Novte #1. Be preprred to assist Phu o P:ctrict hoadou4r10r°

in evert of enemy attack. Designote one rifle company as LF reserves

Desiznale anrrow Howlz I'lztoon from reserve comgany, not to be commitied

vut“out av;voval of SLF comnender. Be pre; ered to conduct amphibious
thdrawa a1 on order.

Wesione Ot L.Hour, D-Day, BLT lands by helicopters in designsted

DECLASSIFIED
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8, Concept cf Operation (Sec Enclosure (1)). Commencinz H-liovr on D=
Dsy, BLT 2/3 lands in designated LZ's to conduct ambushes and extensive
catrols within A0, to protect National Route #1 and to interdict cremy
T0Cts and deny enemy access to populated areas east of Route #l. On
order, 1st Dlatoon (=) (Rein), Co C, 3d KT Bn, 2nd B Btry (-) (Rein),
15t T, 120 Marines will land via surface means at Co Col or iue Ramp.
Upon landing trey will move via rough rider to cesignated areas.

9. Exgcution R

) e et w e
Operation FORTRESS SIMTRY T

. o “@
160800E, CTG 79.5 Warning Order for Operation FORMATION LEADFR received.

1610008, BLT Warning Order #10 for Operation FORMATION LEADEFR issued
to all BLT units.

1611008, CTG 79,5 Frag Order for Uperstion FCIMATICN LEALTR recelved,

1632301, PLI Frag Order #105 and Lerdinz Plan for Operstion FCRMATION
TFADER issued to all ELT units.

1708007, Cperation FORMATION LEADER begins.

470843H, Co Il began helolift by CH=53 in accordance with the landing

rlane

174200F. *A11 PLT units ashore. Landed at 17 OWL with negztive eremy
contacte

1716008, CTG 79.5 Commander arrived at command post.
171630, CTG 79.5 Commander departed commend post.

171700F, PLT units in static positions. Perimeter defenses and night
zetivities established. '

18G500F, BLT units patrolling in assigned sectors.

Operation LIBERTY IT

{8100CH, DILT 2/3 CUOIPED OPCON to 34 Varine Division, Operation LIBERTY II
" commenced, ‘ &

1907005, Co F discovered a one~half pound of TNT electricslly rigged vic
. (7D 063017). Area was thoroughly searched and one poncho and
v several expended cartridges were discovered.

DECLASSIFIED
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192100, Recon platoon inserted inte southern Qh..

'“" e g pﬁi‘w

200110L, Co F was probed by &4 or 5 enemy at (2D 1290i1). Enemy threw five
o grenades. Frag grenades and small arms fire was used on sus ected
eneryy position. Scarch of the zrea at first light produced nege
ative results.

201200F, Co F discovered a well maintained tumnel in heavy bush with thick
canopye. Trail ran from vic (ZD 110987) to (ZD 110991)., It ap-
reared to be a bedding area.

2023101, Co F ciscovered a well kept mortar pit at (2D 113988) which was
destroyed.
® 212190, Co E discovered 10 encmy attempting to move RPG or 57mm Recoilless
f{ Rifle vie (YD 983043)., Area hzd been 31luminated. Co E received
5 rounds of heavy calibre plus small arms and a2utomatic fire. Fire
war returned with M.79, 8imm mortars and 105mm artillery; srea was
searched at first ight and four blood treils were found: From the
indications Tound at the site of this incident 1 VC/NVA confirmed,
and 1 VC/NVA probable killed were credited.

2208115H, 1hile burning trash in a previously used pit, 4 merines were vnunded hi
wren a grenade, apparently left there by some unit that had once
occuzied tlie area, detonateds None of the wounds were of a serious
nature. :

2309001, Verbal Freg 6rder for Operation KNOX issued to all RLT 2/3 units,

N

2,08C0H, Oprration FORMATION LEADER/LIEARTY IT terminated.
10. Results.
USiiCe 4 WIA evacuated, 1 WLA non=-evac.

Encmys 1 VC/NVA confirmed kill
1 VC/NVA probable kill

11, Administrative Remarkg, 4s durinz 21l ;revious amphibious operstions,
the Administrative Order was adecuate. The Serial Assignment Teble required
comnlate revision ns 21l assanlt companles were positioned aboard LPE-10 for
lendin= b, CHm53¢ Pre D-Dey r»n f 'rs rere effected to wmove elements of
Shore Party, D Pottery -»d Co C, 20 MT Pn to the USS TERMITAGE and assault
cormpanies from the ?ST PAUL PTVTR E, and USS WASHOE CoUNTY to the USS TRIPOLI,
AMtor several chenges in the intended operations and L-Hour, the landing was
pmade without difficulty., The NT platoon, Shere Party Platoon end B-1.12
were landed by ARG lighterage over the Hue Ramp for the ultimate move to pos-

" jticns from wiieh to support tie operution., High seas and bad weat'icr pro- oo
hikided the complote offload of the MT platoon, however, wiile the romalninL N
elements were subsequently offloaded during the operation. All administrative
ngtters wors rvnntua110 solved and no severe dif7icultics ramained,
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a. Supply DProcecures. Prescribed loads, weapons, ammurition an special’
equipment carried by absault troopso

(1) A1l prescribed loads were positioned aboard ARG shipping for the
1anding on D-1; however, after the pre D-Day transfers the prescribed lozd for
all companies except Echo was drawm from assets abosrd the USS TRIFOLL. Feho
drew its »rescribed loed from the USS WASHOE COUNTY, MT, B Btry and Shore

Parly Orcyr their precribed londs from the USS UERMITAGE. These prescribed o

10nds were issued on D=1 except for high exrlosives which were issued on D.
Day just prior to emberkation. S

" (2) Elements of Shore Party and Bn Supply were positioned in Fhu Bai
near FLSG-A [rom which resupply was drawn. .The attached NI platoon was pos-
itioned with 3d Motors and. worked in direct support of Shore Party to ac«
complis' resunply. Resupply convoys were formed deily et Thu Bai and Route
#i scrved as MSR to the Bottalion Forward. :Resupply of the battzlion wes
sffected without difficulty. The resupply convoy delivered to each company
and organic vehicles werc used to resupply platoon rositions along the MSR.

(3) The preseribed load carried by assault elements: of thé BLT was in
accordance with the sdmin order and the Battszlion SOP for .operations. No
chanpges were prescribed throughout the operation. 1

(L) A1l weapons and emmunition carricd by assault troops were normal,
and no special equipment was used. '

bo Maintenance. Nermel 1st and 24 echelon maintenance was conducted by all
units throughout the operation. 3d echelon maintenance was conducted through .
FL3G-A in Phu Bai. Parts not available in Phu Bai were requisitioned through
Dalieng and transported to Phu-Bai so that repairs could be expedited. Mo
eritical problems within the realm of maintenance occurred during this operationo

c. Medical Evacuation, Treatment and Hosritelization

(1) First echelon care was provided by corpsmen serving with the 1ine
componies. There wore seven corpsmen with each of the letter companies and
three with the command group. This care consisted of emergency first ald, and
trontaent of minor ailments such as brulses, hesdaches and sprains. Significant
injuries were referred to second or third echelon care. o

(2) Sccond and third echelon medigal care was provided by the battalion o
nedical officers and surgical team aboard the USS TRIPOLI. Transportation to -
this position was provided by helicopter medical evacuation originating mainly

from ouVNEEE® positionso,

AN,

s . L e
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™ 713) Casualties: ' usMe

oFF
" KIA 3 0
DAI . ol i 0
DOW : ' : ’ 0
WIA - | ,[3 s 0
uCI IR L 0

A

* Minor sﬁrapnel wou@ds‘from‘accidentally detonsted grenade.

d¢. Transrortztion. [limited orgeniciyehicles were offloaded to support
the BLT ashore. Bach company was furnished in L 422 for resupply and
sdministretive rans. Bravo Battery landed with the required prime movers
and recuired no outside assistance, The MT platoon furnisted all truck
supnort recuired by the ELT throughout Operation FORMATIOHN LTADTR/LIBFRTY II.

c. Communications, Communications were in accordance with FIF™ 10-1,
Situation, weath-r and terrain were all conducive to outstanding radio
communications, and no problems erose in this srea, Wire/Radio Relay
comrunicstions were -utilized during this operation and proved a great
sssct by providing roliable communications and unburdening the radic nets. i

12, New Fcuipuent and/or Technioues Fmployed. None

13, Commanders Analysiss The combination of outstanding F&I fires and eXes
tensive, well executed patrols and night activities kept the enemy completely
off balence throughout O eratior FORMATION LEADER/LIBERTY II. Fe was denied o
uce of his assembly areas; and his activity came almost to a standstille Had
the enemy made any plans for the disruption of elections, the overuwhelming
presence 'of the BLT completely negeted theme Despite the limited contact ene
countered dvring this operation, the accomplishment of the)assigned mission

wes fully realired. R
. P
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FIHST ENDORSEMENT on GO, BLT 2/3 1tr OB/JJO/tlk over 3000 of
14 Nov 1967

From: Commanding Officer, 7th Marines
To: Commanding General, 1st Marine DivisiOn (Rein), FMF

Subj: Combat After Action Report (Operation KNOX)

Ref: (¢) 7th Marines After Action Report.IOperation KNOX

1. Readdressed and forwarded.

2. It is noted that WIA statisti¢s contained in the basic letter

include med-evac and non-eva¢ categories, whereas those contained
in reference (o) include only the former oategory.

T, J. BOHANNON
By direction

8 & C FILIS
Jf}U T
m Mh@? L MVEEIOW, Fag

67 501 M_WCJ

- Copy.. ,/“ 7€ oupies

DOWNGFADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; : ‘ S
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. _ b f‘ N RSN i)
DOD DIR 5200.10 S oy @JNQDL&SS“ il
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BEADGUARTERS
Battalion Landing Team 2/3

FPO, San Francisco 95602 Y NO._/p OF zz
OB/JJO/tl

3000

UN@MSSHHEM | B vanbor 1967

Ser No. 004B-67

il

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 7th Marines

Sub:: Combat After Action Report (Uperation KNOX)
Nef: (a) 7th Marines Operatlon Order 8-67

(b) gAps: VIETNAM, 1:50,000, AMS SERIES 6541 I, 6541 II, 6541 III,
541 IV. :

s/

Gnels (1)~ Overlay Phase I
(2). Overlay Phas:. 7T
(3)+ dverla, BLT 2/3 Frag Order 119-67
(L). Overlay BLT 2/3 Frag Order 121-67

1. Opnrqtion KNOX

2e Datgs of Operation, 2408001 October - 041000H Novehéer 1967

3, Locations. Operation KNOX was conducted in Fhu Ioc District, Thua Thien
Province, Republlc of Vietname

xors /T

b, Task Organization

BLT 2/3 LtCol ENGLISCH
&S Co (=) (Rein)
Det, Hgq Bn, 3d Mar Div
Det, B Btry (Rein), 1st Bn, 12th Mar
Det, 15th Dental Co

Det ist ITIT
Det A, BJU-1
24 Clehring Plat (Rein), Co B, 3d Med Bn
1st Plat {~)(Rein), Co C, 3d SP Bn. SLF TaskG,gup 76.5

dPltCBltAMTRACBn )
2d Flaty To By 18 s&L Contiol N0 06 3%

Gr b o
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

— | UNGLASSIFIED
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Co E (Rein) Capt BOGARD

Co E
DetsH & S Co
Det, Med Plat
Det, Intel Sec
Scout Dog Tm Sniaam,
Det, B Btry,.4st En,12th Marines
Det ,lingr, Co.A, 3d Engr Bn
Det 4SP, Co Cy 3d SP Bn

Co F_(Rein) 1stLt CERITTON

Co F
Det,ll £ 5 Co
Det, Y¥rd Plat
Det, Intel Sec
NGF Tm
FAC Tm
Scout Dog Tw
Det ,B Btry, 1st Bn, 12th Marines
Det yfngr, Co A, 3d Engr Bn . i
Det,CK Co C, 3d SP Bn ¢

Co G (Rein) Capt ROESLIR

CocG
Det, 11 & S Co
Det, Med Plat /
Det, Intel Sec
NGF T
FAC Tm
Scout Dog Twm .
D=t, B Btry, 1st Bn, 12th Marines
Det, Engr, Co A, 3d Engr Bn
Det, SP,Co C, 3d SP Bn

Co B (Rein Capt SMITH
Co H
Det, H & S Co
Det, Med Plat
Det, Intel Sec .
NGF Tw
FAC T
Scout Dog Tm
Det, I Btry, ist En, 12th Marines
Det, Engr, Hgw8d Fngr Bn
Det, SP, Co C, 3d SP BEn

Ui

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

* e

L
A
Provisional Co UN@HDASQH‘FHE@ Capt COOPER
Det H& S Co
106 RR Plat

Flame Section .
Sqd, MP Plat, 9th MAB
Det, FbrLogComd
ist Plat (-), Co A, 3d Engr Bn
2d Plat, Co A, 3d AT Bn
1st Plat, Co A, 3d TK Bn

B1MM Nortar Plat © st Lt ELLER

B Btry, 1st Bn, 12th Mar Capt RICHTER
3d Platoon, Co B; 3d Recon Bn 1st Lt CREITZ
ist Platoon, Co C, 3d MT Bn ist Lt HOOVER

5+ Supporting Forces

a. &r, artillery and naval gunfire were available to the ELT during
Operation KiOX, and were utilized to the maximum extent, :

b, FEach rifle company was provided close combat engineer support for
the destruction of enemy fortifications. In addition, the engineer platoon
minus was erployed in mine swceping missions.

¢. An ITT team from the 1st Marine Division was attached to the BLT
and provided excellent assistance in interpreting., In addition, a Popular
Force Team from Phu Loc District was assigned to each rifle compeny,

d. The BLT was provided the services of a Beach Jumper Unit which was
of material aid in affecting good relations with inhabitants of a harlet in
the operating area. Recordings explained the BLT presence in their area
and recordings of natlonal songs were played for their benefit.

e. Alr Support

(1) Air support was utilized in the execution of all three phases
of og~ration KNOX. Prior to Phase I numerous TPQ-10 radar bombing missions
were flown by aircraft of the 1st Marine 4ircraft Wing using 500, 1000 and
?OOO pound bombs, Targets for these missions included avenues of approach,

Yarboring sites, and observation points. Direct Air Support missions were
also lowm using 1,000 and 2,000 pound borbs with Daisy-cutter type fuzes
to prepare landing zones on t%e hlvh ground in the anticipation of friendly
troops occupying those positions.

.
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(2) Using landing zones cut «nd blasted out of the canopy by in-
dividusl compenies, resupply and medical evicuation missions were flown
by Cll-?k telicopters. On several occasions medical evecuees vere hoisted
through small openings in the canopy by hovering CH-3l4's and resupply
was accorpliskhed by drop, ing the rations, ammunition ond water into sirilar
areas, fwong the CH-34 squscrons -roviding this vital support were M.
262 and FIR-201.

(3) Phase IT of opcration KBOX was initiated with the helo-1ift
of Fcko Cow;any into positdon. As the companies entered relatively open
erecs, Alr Force nilots flying 0-1C spotter alreraft iwrith Marine zerdial
observers from H&MS-16 were used for reconneissnce and the control of
artillery and air., Early on the morning of 31 October, one sucl ob-
gervation 2ircraft was diverted to support the logistical support activ-
1ty when it recelved enemy morter fire. The observer controlled a section
esch of F-U Phantoms, F-8 Cruseders and A-4 Skyhawks delivering mixed
ordnance cf 250 pound bombs, 5 inch Zuni rockets and 20 mm strafe on the
suspected nortar rosition. Subsequently the same arce was prepared by
a Th-b Skyhswk of H&MS-11 delivering 250 pound bombs, napalm snd 20 rw
strafe.

(4) Prase III air support consisted of TPQ-10 radar bowhing prep-
aration of the ares and subsequent cover flown by UH~1E gunships of VMO-
3, principally during the withdrawal phese,

(5) Perticularly roteworthy was the support provided by FMM-262
flying Cl'al6 "Sea Knights" on a night emergency resupply of artillery
fuzes from the USS TRIPOLI on 31 October.

(6) Throughout the operation invaluable support in administrative
and medical evacuation helicopter 1ifts was provides by the single UH-1E
and crew of VMO 3 attached to Speeial Landing Force Pravo,

a.  Aptdllery

(1) B Pattery, 1st Eattolion, 12rh Marines provided direct support
to the BLT. L Battery, 11tl Marines was in general support. In addition,
reinforeing fires from two 105 mw howltzers located at the Phu Loc District
were avallable to the BLT.

(2) Total rounds of artillery/ wortar fire expended during this op=
cration:

155 mm « 445

105 wm - 2081

81 mm - 845

. (s ‘ '
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g. Naval Gunfire, HNaval gunf1rc during this operation was considered
to b: outstanding, particularly during nighttime H&I fires. Two destroy-
ers (one 5"/28, one 5"/54) were assigned G/S missions to the 7th Marines.
The BLT recelved a D/S destroyer during the later stares of the operation,
Total number of NGI' rounds fired in support of the BLT was 1235,

-

6. Intelligence

a. Hnemy Strength, Situation and Capabilities Prior to Operation
R [0) @

i
(1) Enemy Strength, Within the primary arca of operstion the
following enemy units were icontified: 804th Bn (MF), and the C,118
Co.,(IF); Contact, however, was restricted to 4-5 man encmy units. The
eneny avolded direct contact with marine units and utilizec mortar and

occaszional S/A fire to harrass.

(2) Fnemy Situation. The enemy was expected to utilirze ccts of
subversion, terrorism and schotage in an effort to disrupt the Vietnsmese
Naticnal Mections. Directing these tactics toward the popul-ted areas
eost of Rt #1 and e possible dircct assault on the Phu loc Idstriet Fa,

(3) Enery Capabilitie: ’
(a) Attack units in the field and key intst21llations
(b) Attack targets at a tine of his choosing within the AO.

(¢) Delay in present position with forces available or sup-
ported by the units listed above,

(d) Defend in r»~sent positions if tactical situation permit.
ted and e topography was i, his favor.

be .nemy Strength and Situation During Operation KNOY .

(1) 24 Cctober 1967. Negstive activity in the aica of

operation,

(2) 25 October 1967. Co F, at coordinates (:L 105005)
received an estimsted 50 rounds of 82mm mortar fire from cn=w, loc-tion
at coordinates (ZC 103072) District Headquars and Tiger Lotel received

rroximately 20 rounds of 82mm mortar. ARVN took 1 KI. and 4 VIA, Co
F “7<o rec-ived a eiall seount of auto S/A fire. Co F supported with

e sbpomr
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60 nm counter-mortars, but fell short of target at maximum renge. AO
called in, and air strikes called in by AO to strike the target at co-
ordinates (ZC 100983), Llater in the day, Co F rcceived 50 rounds of
82 rm fire from coordinates (ZC 100983)s Returned fire with 60me and
called in air strikes with negative results, Artillery was called in,
and 25 rounds wrre fired with good target coverage,

» (3) 25 October 1967, LSA reported 60 rounds of 60mm mortar
received frow vil'age southwest of LSA. 13 rounds of 81imm counter-bat..
lery were fired with nsgative results, Co G element met 5 MVA dressed
in grecn uniforms at coordinates (AT 815978) and 50 rounds of S/A& fire
were exchanged. Rhcwy escaped to the south, Artillery vee called in
with negative results. At 14151, Recon observed 3 VC unving into the
villege at coordjnatr (AT 8409“0) The VC were carrying S/A and wear=
ing green utilitics.

(1) 27 October 1967. Lecon obscrved 2 VC in a fishing boat
at coordinntes (AT BLOOBN) at. ap;roximately 0900H. They were dressed

in utilitics; no wrapons vere in sight. Co E sighted 3 enemy at cow
ordinates (AT 847961) wesring light grecn uniforms and carrying weapons.
Fire fight foliowrds Wne of ¢ two e cored to be carrying a rortar

tube or roekct 1.uncher., Two OW's captured wer: sont tc LSA. & scarch
was conducted for the nmortar tube or rocket launchor anc the packs they
were wearinge Received S/A fire from U-5 VC vie (AT 820058), and returncd
with S{A and &0mm, Artillery was called in with negetive results,

(5) 28 October 196 Co F discovered B00 punji stakes buried
at coordinates (AU £05042) with varning siens written in Vietnawese
ciutioning loecals to stay awey from area due to mincs. The stakes were
desiroyed, The traps :casvred 2¥2x3 Teet, Co E discovered 1 cigsrette
rack <ade in Cubr, 1 handkercleif, 1 broken syringe and 4 155z powder
cases 2t courdlnateo (AU 825060), Aircra’t observing for Co F spotted

4 berker ard trenc line at coordinctes (AW 824081)e Artitlle-r; was
callcd in ~nd area searched with nogative results. At 1640H, a patrol
merber trippsd a surorise Tirins Asviee, 7  fes yoe - Chicom grennde
~bout 2 frct  off the deck and rigged with comw wire,.

(6) 429 Octobex 1 57. Co L discoverecd a brovm netal sursriss
firing deviee o -7~ tcly three inches lonz and ones inch in dismeter,
The device was tripped by wire. Also located an old VC harbor sight
vie (AU 83206L) 1ittered with rerains of o0ld carp fire ~ites,.old NVA
tvpe pencho, Cuban cigarette packs, chow. Rock formations in area
provided natural bomb shelters.

. L)
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(7) 30 October 1967. Co E patrol at coordinates (AU 828056)
found partial list of names and old chow list, pan 1lid, straw hat with
bullet hole, 1 black shirt, 1 green shirt, NVA belt buckle, i medecine
bottle, 1 ammo clip, 1 toothpaste (made in France), Also, 2 graves were
found at coordinates (AU 527060). ARVN's informed Co E that the graves
were VC.

(8) 31 October 1967. 7th Marines reported at 0745 that the
bridge at coordinates %Zﬁ 098006) had been blown up and is now im-
passable. RD received 43 rounds of 82wm mortar from coordinates (ZC
174288), Countered with 8lmm mortars and fixed wing strikes. Neg-
ative results. Two Otters at coordinates (ZC 175988) were bogged in
and received several rounds of mortar fire. Recon received S/A at

(ZC 173994).

(9) 1 November 1967. Co H discovered 2 bunkers 4x3xl feet
with 4 foot overhead at coordinates (ZC 165980). Bunkers were oc-
cupied within the last 10 days, Co H received carbine fire from 2-3
enemy at (ZC 176979), Recon sighted 3 VC with carbines at (AU 818052)
Co H found one surprise firing device utilizing a VC claymore rigged
to a trip wire at (ZC 176979). Recon later observed 9 VC at coordinates
(AU 834045) moving east over bridge, dressed in black PJ's and carrying
rifles. Artillery called in with good coverage of target areas.

(10) 2 November 1967. Recon reported taking S/A fire from vic
(AC 173063). They returned with S/A and grenades. Negative results.

(11) 3 November 1967. Co E spotted an unidentified individual
dreccod in khaki uniform at coordinates (ZD 173063) and fired 60mm
mortar. Checked area with negative results.

(12) 4 November 1967. Negative enemy contact.

7. Mission,
a. Reference (a) assigned the following missions to the BLT.

(1) On D-Day, move by truck from present position to 3d Marine
Division TAOR designated assembly areas.

(2) On DH1 conduct a detailed and very deliberate s/D
operation in designated zone of action,

DECLASSIFIED
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(3) Legignate one coxpsny as regirental reserve.
be .11 subseguent DIT wissions assigned by the Pth Marincs in-
volved (on’uotnnv ﬂr11brr~to S/D cjerations in designated arcrse These
arzas cre showm in operations overlays contained in enclosures (1), through (4).
8, Concept of Oreration. Sec enclosures (1) through (4).
9. ILyscutdon Q]

(1) 2b0R0OON. ALY BLT 2/3 units CHOPPED to 7th Marines.
(2) 2408051, B Btry =nd BAS deployed to new position.
(2) 2411201, Co G =nd Co !i displaced to cdesignated ssserbly
areas,
(B) 241300E., Co G corpleted displacenents ;
(5) 2M1330E, Co E and Alphz Command Group displacad to designated
APTas,
(6/ 2&13HOH. Co I corpleted disnlacoiient,
(7) 281530H, Co D ond Alrhe Corrand Group displacerient corpleted, I
(&) 2M5hoB, DLI Recon Jlatoon GHOPPED to Ptk Marines. E
(~y 2819001, Co F and Cormi-nd Group Bravo cowsleted disnlscenent,
{10) 242000F, All BLT units reportec in ist Mar Div TAOR.

- (11) 250730H, Co F rzeciv:d 10-12 vounds 82w wortar fire (ZC
103973) retorred vith 60nr fire, AO searched area with negetive
resulis,

(12) 2509451, Co F rerorted Ihu Loc DMstriect Lq and CAP Tiger
Iotel tock 20 rounds of snevw 82rx fire,

(13) 252025E, Co F reported hecavy movewert and secing lieght at
(zC,8014990), Called in artill:iry, 25 rounds. Area scerc ed fole
Towing worning with nepative results.

(14) 240830H, Lead elewents Co 3 ren into 5 IVA d4n heevy canopye.
tpprovimately 50 rounds off S/A wrre sxchanged with negative results.

- {15) 2516050, Co I reported accidental explosion of blasting ceop
while arming e cleymore rine. Onu non-battle KIA,

(16) 271318, Co T reportcd engagement with.3 VCS at road (847961),
One VCS thrzw grenade 2t Co E. One VC5 v~'nded. Ilater interrogation
revesled that they were PF's, Informetion regarding use of grenade
against Co E never received.

(17) 2716158, Accidental erplosion of .50 caliber spotter round

in PLT CP. One non-battle wounded.

(18) 271700H., Co F exchanged fire 2t(820058) with 4.5 VC. VC
pursute@emitl ncgative resvlts,

UNEL Lm F1ED

—

DECLASSIFIED



1}

DECLASSIFIED

¢ ¢

UBIGHASSTFIED

(19) 280120F, Co I' 1listening rost shot and killed 2 nember of his
cornpany who failed to respond to challenge.

(20) 281135H, Co F found ard cdestroyed 20 punji pits at (805042)
(21) 281235H, Co E found ecvidence of VC occuration of area Coord
835060, Conducted scarcl with negative results,

(22) 2813201, AO spotting for Co F discovered trench line snd
bunter at coord 824081, Arca ssarched with regetive contzet,

(23) 2817100, Co F triozped surprise firing device at coord £10053
Sustained 3 1TA.

(24) 291515Hg Co T trinped surnrise firirg device at coord 828061,
Sustained 1 WIA.

(25) - 301200H, Co G, 2dBn, 7th Marines C OPFEL to BLT 2/3.

(26) 301420H., Co T discovcred VC harboring site with ¢vidence of
rocert occunation at coord 826052,

(27) 3107458, G 2/7 reported bridge 2t coord 098006 wis “cstroyed.
Arca unpegsable,

(28) 3100107, . C7 recelived 42 rounds of 82m from coordinstes 178086 -~
sustained 9 ¥WIA.

(29) 311755, Tecon Plat and two Otters received 11 rounds 82
and sore high veloedty S/A frow (174984), Arty and 81 rx counter-
battery fire delivercd, Unable to detersine rosuvltse.

(°0) 01.030H, Co H discovered and destroyed 2 enory bunkers Uxixd,
Evidence present that they had been occupicd within last ten days.
(31) 011230H, Co T received carbine fire frow estimated 2-3 enemy.
Arty fire called into canopy in general dircction from which firc
came. Unable to determine results. Sustained one VT4,

(22) 011500F, Co H discoversd and dcstroyed surprise firing device
rade from a claynore rine at coord 176979.

(23) 011745H, Recon spotted one VC belicved to be folloving Co H
vie coord 174085, VC anzeared to be too close to Co 7 for recon to
fire at him, however, Co I' warned of his presence. Negative results.
(?4) 021710H, Recon Flat took S/A fire from coord 177984, Returned
fire with S/4 and c¢21led in 81sm, DPnomy fire supressed. Sustained
onc WIh. Two econfir=ed VC/NVA,

(35) 021805H. Co G 2/7 reported 5 VC ambushed an ARVA truck at
coord 815008. Co G 2,7 checked area of ambush with negative results,
(36) 031515H, Co G 2/7 discovered a khakd shirt, M-1l4 magaazine

in hut vicinity (€30,99),

(37) 032030H, Co E fired 60 wx ot indivicual dressed in kheki.
Lrea checked vith negative resvlts.

(38) 032130F., ILizison officer at Phu loc Distriet Hg passed info
that 100 VC were reported at coord 885973. District Chief would
approve I&I with only 1llumination due to proximity of village.

]

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

R s

e | UCASSIFIED

(39) 04OBOOH, Unable to execute plan for amphibious or helicopter
withdrawal to ARG ship, ing due to bad weather,

(40) 0K1000B, CHOPPED to CTG 79+5.

(41) O41200E, B Btry, ISA, Co ¥ ond Comwand Group Brovo deft for

F1LC, DaNang,

(h2) 0!1700H, Commsnd Group Alpha, Companies E, F and G moved to

Co G 2/7 position enroute FIC and remained overnight.

(43) 051600H,. BLT 2/3 in FLC.

10. Results

a. Friendly losses ’

USMC
QFFICER ENLISTED
D v " m&-‘
C 2 0 0 0 13 0 0
CHEICER INLISTED
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

be ey losses. Tuo HVA/VC corfirwed.

11, Adednistr tive lMatterss Unlike rost of this corrand's recent op-
er~tions, C;erotion KHOX comrenced vith BLT 2/2 cmployed in the D

Lo¢ sreae On D-Dey, the RIT roved by land utilizing its own organie

and sttached trensportatior facilitizs into it's new AQA, Tor e schoduled
Jue off on 171, The fdrminlstrative Order 3.67, however, proved adeguate
ag during 17 previous oprrations. PFo speclal adwinistreztive problems
arose during thr o, -rotion.

&. Supply Procecdures, regcribed Loeds, Weapons, Arwmunition and
Special Fcuipment carried by assault troops,

b}

(1) Prior to dersrting fror the Phu loc ares 217 units were
issued the vrescribad load for thc forthcordng opcration. Fecavse it
was anticipated thet resupply would be difficult at bsast wiidle opoerating
under Jungle coropy, the jrescribed load was estoblished as a BA + two
DOA, six IICI to be consumed at the rate of two weals daily and extra
Malizone and salt teblets,

N "'.:L"'
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(2) In order to resupply the BLT, an L5A was esteblished in con-
To stock the LSA, the 7th Marines

drew stocks from FLC vhile the BLT positioned it's wotor transport
platoon to rough ride adcditional suoplies fror there to the LSA. The
LSU platoorn commander rorained in Phu Bai to establish lisison between
the LSA and FLSG ."A", from where all additional supplies were to be
drawn. The BLT's shore party platoon was positioned st the 1SA to
hendle Cadly vesupplye A deteclwent of Battnlion Sunply wee ~csitionrd
et the LSA to handle organic Class II sugzplics nhich
the U3S Tripoli prior to thc oy rration,

Junction with ‘the 7ih Marines.

(3)  ©Cn 30 Hovewber 1967,
the LEA fran the P4 Marines.
to the LSA site. 211 classrs
were reguired by the BLT woic

vers flown in from

BLT 2/3 took over corplete o croting of
The comrand post Msplaesd and sioved
of supplies rcvaining at 4. LSA thet

simmed over 1o

BLT 2/3.

To further sup-

rort BLT 2/3, the 7th Marinss left tho water point, tvo =aintenance

of 1st Shore Party, ist MT Bn zrnd the
ot tha LSA. The BLT's liaison and truck
Two hellcoprters vore assigned deily to

vans fror FLC, and detnchments

1st Med Battalion on position
platoon remained at rhu Eai,
handle resupply end vcdevac mi

ssionse

(4) Three ottefs vere laft at the LSA by the 1st MT Pattelion to
perform loglstical risslons. These vehicles were used twice to resupply

)

»

t'e olher tuo. On the second
artillzry or bovh crater and 1

failzd to dislodge the Tirct one
Tter o1l sslvageeble nrls were rermoved.

(5) Because of a shorta s

the LSA was stoeked wnt“ C45”.

wers not pesitioned ot tle T84, and 2 shortsge

s Lhew were unable to neotdate the terrain,

of fix-d 105z~

drawing them from either Piu Eal or Do MNang.
875 of these Tuses were Tlowm in from TFORY! assots shoard tve USS Tripoli.

i) eventuvslly

platoon ol Golf Coriyanys On both occasions tley nroved unsutiqfactory

On the first rission,
both otters used brmenre stuck; however the third was ablc to retrodve
oceasion, one Qtter brceme Iﬂuged in an

re other stueh in o rice paddy. 411 efforts
It wrs Plovn in rlace
The sccon? Otter wes retrioved,

Hovitzer azunition, Clhli,
Suffieient smounts of PD fuses, 9-219,

of thes

s 1tems rocluded

CTG 79.5 was contneted and

(6) Berause it was not feasible to resupsly weter to the rifle
o anies by the stondar? water cans, Scholle water containers were

used, Instead of uvesing the cordboard containers, it was
that placiig the plastic bags within sandbrgs wes

discoveured

both an efficient

way of transporting water and less tiwme cunsuming in preparation,

i
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(?) Pesvﬂ 1v of the BLT was accor:lished using threc separate
modes of irans port? tion: helicopter, Qtter and truck, Of these,
only the obt ers were ineffoctive. The resupply of the BLT, however,
was aceow, lished without Mindering the tactical situwation.

(8) The weapons snd amrunition carried by assault troops wers
normal to those of an infwntry battelion. No special eoquipment was
utilized.

b. Maintenance. Normal 1st and 23 echelon waintcnance wes cone by
dnucied by all units throughout the operation. Equipmcnt requiring ‘
third echelon maintenance was evacusted to FLSG-"A", in Phw Bai for
recair, in electronics 'wintrnance van and a se~1) ares tecknicicn
vamgere left at the LSA by FLC for use by RBIT 2/ during P aase II
of the operation. The svrll ariis shop perforred TI's on approxiwately
500 weapons, and repcired six M-(Q iG's durdng thils period. The
eleetronics shop repalred several iteus of communication equipment
and the fire control shop cleancd and adjusted various telescopes,
range cusdrants ard 1 34 siolts for 81ms uortars,

PR

ce lecical Fvedlation, Treatment and Fospitalization

(1) First echelon care was once azain provided by corpsmen
sorving with the line companics, There were seven corpswan with each
of the letter comjanies and three with the comrand grous. This crre
consisted of emergency first =id and the treatment of rinor ailnents e
such as bruises, hesdzches «nd sprains. Significant corbat and non= k
combat injuries were referred to sccond or third echelon care.

(2) Sccond echelon care was provided by the two medical officers
at the brttalion aid station. The latter was situsted 2t the L34 and
wog comorised of g physical plant of two genersl purpose tents. These
rrovided shalter for the 1ersonnel, & swall area for routine siclt call
qnd a holdding Tacility for 12 iﬂticntﬂ Szeond ochelon cire consisted
of the ev‘luation and treatuent of winor wadical and surgical 31llnzsses
for third echelon care. Trarsportation frow the line companies to the
LSA was provided by rmotor vehiecles or helicopter med evacse.

(3) Second echieclon care was ~ugmented by a collecting and elearing
rlatoon from the First hedieal Batua“ion, First Marine Division. This
consisted of three wedienl) offic rs an? thcir complimentary staff. They
too were locsted ot the LSA adjzcent to the BAS and thelir ;liysical plant
consisted of five general purpose terte, electric lights and the neces-
sary ecuipyment for emergency surglcal srocedures. During the eleven
days they rermeined ot the LSA, no jersomnel) frow the DLT required either

lreatrent orgydispesdilon by the C&C Platoon. i
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() Third echelon care was provided by the surgical team aboard the
"SS TRIPOLI and First Medical Battalion in DaNang. Transportation to
thess Treilities wes ,wovided by helicopter wedical evacuation originating
rainly from outlying positions and occaslonally fros the DAS. ALl sig-
niricant injuries were sent directly frow the field to the third echelon

e war gy

units.

(5) Casualties? uske - usy
REN 0 0 0 0
ral 0 2% 0 0
e 0 n 0 0
VIIA 2 13%% 0 0
1CL 27 Opme 0 0

¥  (Onc man dled of accidental gunsbot wounds
Jne won died of accidentul exnlosion of a blasting e-p

#4 [padaoinent wounds were [regrent wounds frow mortsr attacks on the Lsh,
Less coron were gunshol vounds.

w4 Becguse of the lony pericd of erposure without sdecvate shelter; in-
adequate facilities for rersonal hyziene and the physleally sxhausting
nature of the orer:tion ar inordinate siount of non-coubat injurles
wns noted. ™Hrty-three cases of nurvlent dersatoshytosis(fungus
bacterially superinfected) led tic list of MCI's, followlng this
were viral syndromes, bacillary dysentery, assorted sprains ard rmal-
ari~. T™e high incidence of fungal infections seemed in direct
proportion to the prolonged exjposure to rolsture.

de Transportatione Several organic vehlcles and the attached MT platoon
w-ieh were offloaacd to support Operation LIBERTY ITI and vtilized for this
operation. These vehicles were used for the displacercnt of the B CPg
seversl tactical moves of troops, in addition to thelr logistie missionss
A1l otter truck requirements were passed to the 7th Marines, The wove-
ment of the DIT from the field to Red Beach weas accomplished both by
organic vehicles and voricles supplied by the 1st and 11th Yotor Trans-
port Battalion.

es Courunicptions. Communicztions were IAW FIFif 10-1, Cowrunications
proved very satisfactory as long as proper consideration was tzken in
catablistment of the CP. Wien working in ercos covered by c=nopys
cowurications could be hawpered, but, by soving the location of the
radio a Tew meters, corrunicrtions can be maintained. Due to the motor
transport deadline of the AN/MRC-109, covered corrunications were lost

Ry i
oy

¢
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terporarily. This situction was remicdied by Jury-rigeing the RT-524
in an Me28,

(2) Wire/Radio Relay couunications were used in this oreration
and proved very reliabl: ang rglieved a tremendous burden of traffic
over 211 r:=dio nets, i

3) Coruricstions weinterance was less of = orobler corrared to
sore of the BLI's mogt recent o erctions, The weother was relatively
dry and tris contribvted to the reduced amount of defcetive radio 'onda
sets,

124 Suecial Eoudoment and Teclinigues. None

Corn.ander?

13,

as It was apparent throuzh the entire cperation that thie eneny
used a tactic wiich he is wel’ Xnowm for; attack when stccess 1s ase
sured, retire when outnu.bered. On two occasions, the recon platoon
(12 ren) organic, made contact with the enemy. Wenever s unit of
conipany size was dispatcied in the direction of contact the eneuy
chose to retire. On onc occasion when the CP was mortared, the :aj-
orlty of the rounds were widely dlspersed Indic:ting that the eveusy
wes firing fron a josition of maxinua range of their 82im rortar,

b, The enemy did rot euplo. his usval nighttime probing tactics
egeinst any unit of the com~and., It is believed thot be was Tesitent
to try this because of the outstanding I'&I orograw erployed by the
battalion, Tho ability of fire suport destrorers to rermain on station
trroughout our night activities rendered irieasurable 2id to this pro.
grow and reduce” the marber of recuired missions froe artillery and
81mv rerturs when resupply of ar~unition became cuestionalhle aftzr tre
bridge at Phu Loc was destroyed.
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ond Battalion/3rd Marines
Commmand Chronology
Supporting Documents

Oct 1967
Fncl 1 Mse 1924000 Subj:  SITREY #2, Formation Teader
2 Mee 2006000 Subj:  SYTREP #3, Formation lLeader
3 deg 2012001 Subj:  SIYREP 12, Formation leader
& Ysg o 201000H  Subj:i SITREP #13, Formation leader
5 Mee  2Q2400H  Subj:  SITREP #14, Formation leader

6 Mao 21060011 Subj: STTREP #15, Formation leader
7 Meg 2112000 Subjj SITREP §#16, Formation T.cader
3 Mep  211R06H Subj: STURER {17, TFormation lLeader
9 Msg 2206008 Subj: SITRMP #09, Formation Leader
10 Msg 2212108 Subj: SITREP #20, Formation leader
11 Mse 230600 Subj: SITREP #21, Formation Leader
12 Hsy 2318001 Subji SITEP {25, Formation Leader
13 Msg 24080011 Subj: SITREP #26, Formation leader
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S1-RERY # P FORMATION LEADER 21L6LKH TO 211265H 0CT, 67

NO CHANGE,
CONDUCTING DAY OFNS.

d. NEG.

A, NEG.

Do CONTINUED DAY ACTIVITIES, PREPARE FOR NIGHT # ACTIVIT IE",
5. NOQ CHANGE, ' '

Tu oo R' ) Y
128K / 21 06T, 67 / R.RoB. / DIV TAC;2 Z,/ﬁ*
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REP 2 FORMATION LEADER 220600M TO 22125FH
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Battelion Lending Team 2/3
Fr0, San Froncisco 96602

W @E@M%UFUE@ ZSS«C.) No. 055-67 @ 8000 8

P e i ¢nd BN, 3rd MAR, S & (

0A/RB/1gm
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Prom. Commanding Ofiloer . ot No‘_ﬁ_Z_?__Q_—-é’ 7
To: Gommordor, Special i ding Force Eroyo COPY NO.MZM OF Z >

bor
1567, : B & CyLna
HEADOQUARTERS
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(o) Oth Nar Brigd 5750.1% 67 5014
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Battelion Lending Tesm 2/3 :
FrO, Sen Francisco 96602
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CCiiy D, CHRONOLOGY,

6 Nov.mber 1957 to OLO06CQH December 1967
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' ORI Zad TR L, DG,

Yo DERTGIATICN 238 NDTD

Butod ion hending Tose &3 Lot FWNZY RISLISIS

SUBCRBISALS UNITH

%3 Company Gapth @. J. COOPER
Conpuny o Capt R, W. BOGARD
Capt I. Jo CAHILL
Jurpeny ® igt Lt, G. Po CRITTCR
Compary G Caxt, Jo 0. ROZSLER
Cenpeay B Cavt . Vo M. SUITH

ATZAGHED (1 .3

B Bubtias, f".Fie'i.;f.\} . et Battelicn. 1L2%h Marities

¥iret Platoon {Rojvf) Compeny 4, #d Tenk Bettalion

Second Plrteen (Reinf), Campeny A, 38 suti-Taak
Battalion
Thizd Platoom, Compeny B, 34 Rocon Batfnlmn

Seoond Oleaning Flotoon (Heind), Compeny B, 3xd
Mediesl Battalion ’
Logistical Suppoxt Urst .. en o HO3COMD)

First Pletoon (Rein), T L. 5d Shoxe Pardy
First Platoon (Rein), ¢. = - ¢, 3d Motor Trangport
Battalioy

First Platoon (Rein), Couy uy 4; 34 Inginesr
Battalion :
Thiré PFistoon (Rein), Company B, ls¥ Lmirec
Battelion

2
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6 Bt ~ 1 Toe 196

6 Nov w 1 Deo 1967
6 Yov & 6 Kov 1967
7 Nov ~ 1 Dec 1907
6 Nov = 1 Dos 1967
6 Nov = % B3 1967
6 Nov « 1 Dw 1967

Maj E. Ps RICHIER

6 Rov - 29 Hov 1967
Oe.ptn J. H, DICKNS
30 Wav « 1 Dzo 1967
247t L. L. GORNLLL
6 For « 1 Doo 1267
letlt Fo Y. LeWLER
6 T‘:Q'f - ) B@f‘! 96{
5 How w .'Dw 1.967

§ No¥ e 1 Deo 1967
Cept D R. HUGHIS
% Hov ~ 1 Deo 1867
lstlt A. G- MUELLER
6 Nov - 1 Deo 3967
1@“.‘111:{"# Ho HOOVER
6 Wev ~ 1 Deo 1967
1l J. Be ASEBWRY
b Fov - 1 Twn 1967
Tptle §. R, BUSH

6 tov 'w 1 Ben 1987
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060001H ~ 100900H Novembor 13673
1009008 « 130900H Fovembsy 19673
1309001 « 2917008 Nevenben 1967
291700H Novembor - OLO6GOH DLecemb
1st Marines

L0CATICY "

STLEF O¥ETCHRS

Axecutive Officen Hajor D

l 3

Reheb, PLC DaNang

Aflost with ARG Shipping

Operation BADGE HUNE/POST R

or 1067: Assuming TLEOK 3d Battalion,

. Wo L3ON 6 Now ~ 1 Dac 1967

s-1 tatlt K. N, LMC{HMORE 6 Kov ~ 1 Dec 1967
5-2 Capt R. 0. CULVER 6 Kor -~ 1 Dec 1967
5=3 Major R. N. BOGARD 6 liov - 1 Dec 1967
04 Capt K¢ R GRES 6 Nov - 7 fov 1967
Cept R. G. FONSFORD 8 Nov ~ 1 Dec 1967
Comm0 1stit . L. LOVE 6 Nov -~ 1 Dao 1967
4. AVIRAGS MONTHLY STR NGTH
OFF A% L WL
57 140% . : 80
ol 11
MARRATI V. SUTERY

During this wreporting period, DT
of rchabilitation of equipment, 782 g
et FLC, DeNeng, On 10 Novemban 107
shipping, DT

On 13 Novembew .
BLDG.R HUNT/FOSTI* sormcnced
to CTG 79.5 and yun karinc:
its participation in Cperct -
Farines and moved intc tb-

of 3/1s On 1 December 1957,
from 9th MAR +to III BLF, 1o .
participaten during this pori..
chxonologye

L XN

la

. 7.
£, Operation BLDG G HUNT;

DE

- Loag OPCON of the
vy The operation

© 2/3 underwent »u intensive period
nax, chothing end pexgonel affairs
ihs BLT commenced vacklosding to ARG

ol wog landed ognin end Operation
v tnig operetion the BLT was OPCON
Cosomben 1967, the BLT terminated

. UITY/FOSIBR, chopped OPCON %o 5th

commenocoed relief
BLT wag chopped
in which the BLT
in Paxt IV of the

Marines TACR.and

scussed in Aetnll

5,008

3w s

BHNRSIENSRid
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-———-T GASUALTTES mm_;__gmn ON THE ENBMY

Confimmed
Probables 184
Pow 12

Civil Defendents 33

CASUALTIES SUSTAINED

UsMe
OFFICER FLISTED
KL Wi ML DOW KL Wik A DOW
6o o0 0 0 0 3 0 0
USK
OFFICER ENLISTED
Kl WL MIL DOW KIn  WIL MIL DOW
o 0 o0 o 0 0 0 0

-
e

- NEW TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED, None.

@ 6o COMM.ND RELATIONS
&+ O060001H = 131400E November "/, /.  BIA 2/35 OPCON -CTG 7945
be 131401H = 251700H November 1%%7. BLT 2/3 OPCON 7th Marincss
4 ¢e 251701H = 270955H November 1067, BLT 2/3 OPCON 5th Marines.
d. 270956H & 291700H November 1967. BLT 2/3 OPCON 7th Marincs.
¢. 291700H Novembor = 0L0600H December 1967. BLY 2/ 3 OPCON 5th
Marines.
(i f. 010600K Doosmber 1967, command of BLT 2/3 prssed from 9th MAB
to ITT MAF to 1let Mar Div. Comnand less OPCON remains with
lst Mar Div.

Te EQUIPMENT. Sco Part IV

8. LOGISTICS. Sce Part U7

@ 9. CIVIC ACTIONé The ce - she BLT as o special landing force
during this period pxr.. . liolpation in an meotive civic action
progrem becausc of it <. id roquiremontse.

,1 0. LIMINISTRLTION ‘

» e PERSONNEL ACCOUNTING. .. shortege of consumable supplies still
existss )
b. WARDS. Bronze Ster Medal - 2, Navy Commendation Medal - 2,
ovy Achievément Medal - 1,
ce EROMOTIONSe lMajor - 3, Captein - 4, First Licutenant ~ 1,
Sergeant Major - 1
d, LBGLL 4ND DISCIPLINE. There were six cases of non-judicial

@ punishment. The following articles of the UCMJ were violatod:

Lrticles 92 ond 134.
DECLASSIFIED

o. POSTLLe Satisfactory
£fo. PALY AND LLLOWANCES. Satisfactory
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(| owmeem, @ pgellsSTE) @ —

t

FRE

ge =wol FXCHANGE. The ship sbore facilities of ARG shippingy the
FLC PX aid che PX at Froedon Hill were wutiliged during this reporting
period, Limited PX feeii.tias woro avellable at Lkt Yk whilo tho BLT
wes ashorcs o ‘ porEE T

.. ho RELIGIOUS SERVICFS. Protostont sorvicos werc hold cither in the
£161d or aboard tho USS TRIPOLI by the Battalion Choploain. Catholic
Mass was colobratod aboard the USS TRIPOLI, end in the field at AN HOL.

is R&R. The battalion rcceivod tho following R&R quotegs Okinawa =
5, Bangkok - 18, Hong Kong - 15, Teipoi « 12, Manila - 2, Singaporc - 6,

Kunle Lumpur - 3, Penang = 5, Tokyo = 10, Hawnii = 22, Sydnoy - 6.
Total - 104

)1+ PLRSONNEL.

0o LOSSES

Ue UsN
OFF ENL OFF B
Battle 0 0 0 0
Non-Battle 0 1l 0 0
Admin 6 150 0 0
b. REPLACEMENTS
USMC sy
OFF FL ORE L

5 121 R )
12, INTILLIGENCE: Soo. Paxt IV, L
13: W' Sov o T A
14» V.V.&'..’E.@B_. Seec Part '
15. FIRE SUPPORT. Sce It .
16. LIR SUPPORT. Soo Part .-

17. .CTIVATIONS/DE,CTIVATIONS/REDESIGNATIONS. Nonce

DEGASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



