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• 
Effective 01 Deoember 1967, the 2d B~ttalion, 3d Marines was 
under the OPCON of 5th Marines and ArCON of the 1st Marine Division. 
The month was oharaoterized by aggressive pat.:;oolling within the as­
signed TAOR, especially within the Rocket Belt. rtaterwa.,y and hues of 
communication were kopt under Burveillanoe limd intct'3.icted, SGa.:rch and 
destroy operations of company and platoon size W6:r.e .run Oll targets of 
opportunity. J~dd.i.tl.ona.1ly , intensive hole hunt:i.l1r'3' opero,t.:i.ons were con­
d.ucted throughout the T.i~OR. 

Company E was OroON to 3d En, 5th Marines from 1 .. 6 December, 14 :. 
Deoember, 23-24 December and 27-}1 December for operations within 
that bo.t~alion's TAOR. 

Com;'Pe.ny F maintained constant 1" ':' ... :~.i ty and surveillanoe over the 
TU C,j~U Bridge, and WaS OPCON to ).:1. :)th Marines on 14 December and 
from 17 ... 18 December for operatiom; ,;h'i.n that battalion's T.Il.OR. 

COMnany G was ohopped OroON to 7th l1arines for utilization wi thin 
the 7th Marines T4~OR from 8-31 December 1967. 

Company H was OPCON to 3d Bf!,ttalion, 5th Marines on 18 Deoember for 
an operation within the 3/5 T~l.OR. One platoon provided security for 5th 
Marines 'C1> from 20-31 December and one platoon was chopped OPCON to 1 st 
Marine Division as Rough RidGr security from 29-31 December. 

8 II 1£&22 
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aeem: ililtiI · L • • 
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.,' 

1. .;e.~rs.onnel. and Administr~ ... ' '.i :,' ". '., :;'.: ,.",":; .. 'n •• 

,! ,; ',1 ," •.. '. ., ... , 

a.~ Awards.. A total of '~ Bronze Stars, '42Pu~1~ He~~ta M.d .10 
Vietnamese Crosses of Gallantry were awarded during .Deoember 1967. 

b. ~. A total of 96 R&R quotas were utilized during December 1967 • 
. )" . ~ " 

.Q1FIC~ , " El~Ml8TE~ . . 
. JOINED DROl>l>ED· 
- 8"-16 

JOINED. ' . pgOfPED 
';78 45.·5 

. " Q§li 
OFFIQER~ 

JOINED DROi'PED 
,03 

:. ~ . 

Vers6nnel shortages exist in pay grades E-5, E-6 and E-7. , , 

d. Casualties for Dec 1267 

.. '~ 

KIA 
'vilA 
;oow 
MIA 

, .. 

QFF ~' 
o 27 

,.2" 164' 
o ' ' .. " ,:,', '2' 

. . 0 .... " 1·. 

":.IJ§.U . 
: Qll' . :',imL 
0:0 
O· . 5 
o . 0 
o O· , . 

e. ~~omotione.f First liG~ .);~t - 8; Sergeant .. ' ~ .. 

f. l.Jragal 'and Di6oip~ine~J~ total of 6'Battal;lon Off';i.cerHours· ware 
held during Deoember 1967.' Art:i.cles violated were Ax'ticle 91 (1), 
Artiol,e 92 (4), and Artiole 113 (1). Two of these offioe hours resulted 
in oourt's-martiall Summary Oourt Martial, '~rtiole 91; Speoia1 Court 
Martiai, '~rtiole 92 • 

.:/" I . 

8: ,;~i:l,ruld IJ.!OWano~. Satisfactory 
. 

h~ ~~a.l. Sat~sfa()tory 

1. ~l(Mt'!\.~e. .J~ small excha;nge f8.0il;tty is available at: the 
I:"' .. ~ ---

®~©~~~ll~~n"f.rii'" 
. 

. , 
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j. .Killg:iPU.L§.~z:Y.';~' \tleekly protestantf;3ervioesal':'e ponduot$d 
by the Batta~1on Chaplain in the Battalion Ohapel and at the TU CJl.U 
B.RIDGE. catholio Nass is celebrated: by ,vif!iting chaplains in the Bat ... 
talion Chapel. JU'rangements have be'en made, for Jewish perscl1mel to at­
tend servioes inD~~ang. 

2. 1i.i!lell!,~Ell~r and ~.o.!:~ 

a.. ~g of E'nem~'tiillie~. hnemj oontact for the month has 
decreased in contrastt,o l~'ovanberJ .T~:.' ' ... ",ere 66 VGinit.iated contacts 
for November as, opposed' to 51' for thE>', .~·!;h of, DeQember. There. have 
been 44 mining/qxplosivedevice incii~ : thiS month,. of which' 30 were 
destroyed and 14 detonated. Informa~j:;:;;::: f::om POW t s, oivilia:n~ all'd trans- 11'l 
lated doouments has been a major faoto;::,' ir. deterring the enemY efforts ;in 
our TAOR. Total ensmy pe~sonnel and equipment losses we~e. 

( 1) l'iill3.QNNEL 
VC KIA 5 
VC WIA 2 
rowts 3 

~lJI],JMENT ., . ,_ 
1 M-14 Rifle #139975 
1 M-16 Rifle #622218 
1 M-79 Grenade L~unoher #0653 
1 Chioom Carbine :j:! i9 
1 Chioom Pistol. :if: ;, ' 
1 US Carbine N-'j , 
6 M-79 rounds 
6 M-26 grenades 
15 rounds" 5.56 
2 cartridge belts 
2 Chioomgrenades 

",1 homemadE! grenade 
2 ponohos 
2 ple,stic oanteens 
1 rain jacket . 
1 khaki uniform wi 

extra tr.ousers 
2 pairs blaok pajrunas 

',' 
" , 

1 US hellliet·, 
1 foreign ty~e cant~n, 
1 US canteen ' 
1 Vietnamese .ID oard 
1 xr. 03 qui to. net~ 
1 sandbag, ,;,ookealt 
2 barrels' of rice 25 and 75 Ibs 
1 bottle,.stomach pills 
1 Lighter 
1 bandage 
1 bug taloum powder 
1 watoh, lio:xy brand .. , 
1 penlight battery 
1 Bony portable' rudi 0 

(~ersonal effects of VC KIA 
were extra clothing, rioe, 
tobaooo and keyohain) .. 

. , uszl¥.l£ur •• 'l , 

'--... - .. "" ...... _ ..... '.,U,.....~_~ ... _ ... _ .. ~~ .. "":... 
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. @OC@~fM~~Q!;~~~ 
" Numerous Leaflets • 

.A raft with prbpelganda signs; various signs (Peaoe in 
Vietnam)" " ' , '" ", 

L .. -,,----,--b":". f~;;_ eillanoe and Reco~~. Use of ,~vaila.bleeouroes ,of 
surveti.llance and reoonnaissance was oonsidered excellont oonsidering " 
the equipment and the traine,d per-sonnel Bvailable. 90 hours of aerial 
reoonnaissanoe was' flowno"irer"oUr TAOIt. ' : 

G. Yl,eat.,h9r and.Terrain.': Weather for the month ~as for the most 
part fair and overoast. il marked increase in precipitation prevailed 
during ,the latter portion of the month, in the ronn of al'ternoon and 
evening thundershowers. The, temperature fluotuated slightly d.1).9 to the 
frequerit rains. ~he average high was 15 degrees ,aver08e low 67 degrees. 
The terrain throughout the TJ~OH offered only a slight impediment to ' 
foot traffic. ' ' , 

3. ~etations" 

;t 010830ij. "Co G commenced a two platoon searoh arid' destro)t' operation, 

O1l300~ Co G conQi~ed, a, two ~latoori s~aroh, and ~eatroy operation. 

O1l500,H Co E chopped O:t'OON to }rd Battalion, 5th Ma,rin~s. 

020aOOH Co H oornrnepoe,d ~: pla to~n si ze> (~earch Bnd de~~roy o,ver.atioI)," 

02l300H Co H concluded a platoon size search and destroy operation. 

030630H Co F cornrnenceda platoon size search and destroy' ,operation. 

03l430H Co F concluded a pla.toon size sea.roh and dElstroy op'eration. 

040700H "CoG oommenced a tW( 
" Co H c6inmenced a pI J, 

041l00H 00 H conoludeda pi 

'')search and' destl?oy o3?era.tion~' 
:,::':0' BEiarch and det>troy operation. 

Jize search and destroy operation~ 

041330HCo G'oO~clUd~d a two platoon search and deStroy operation. 
. - , 

050700H CoF commenced a o omp any , size search anddestr~y operation. 

05l200l';l Co F conoluded a company size search and destroy operation. 
" 

060730H Co H corrmienced a platoon size searoh and destroy oper'ation. 

06l100R Co H,conoluded a platoon size search and dee troy operation. 

061140H Co E ohopped OI'CON back to' 2nd 'Battalion, 3'r~Marinea. 

06l300'H 'Co G comm~nced a platoon size seaz:ch and destroy operation. 

. .... : 

~ .. 
! 

fii\i?, (o)n, 'i', (ol/i)'nren'iewizia" , 
llIll<;\~Il!II"")IlIf. ~ 

, \~.-.~-
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rIDffi©~m~~~~n~~ • 
06l700H Co G conoluded a platoon size eeero~ ~d :destroy pperQtion •. 

0707~OH Co H commenoed a platoon si'zosaarch and destroy :ope.rati"";;'~~(~\'~''i'{tt~~'4 

0709~6R Co F oommenoed a 'platoon foize searoh ~dde~troy opetation. 

071.059R Co F oonoluded a plat,o,oll sizes~oh{l.ll.d destroy operfJ,tion. 

071l06H:OO 'H:'concluded'~' Platoori;' ~iz'~'~ea.110h and destroy o~eration. 
080800H Co G ohopped OPCON to 7th Marines I, ' 

} "t,' " " 

, ' 

100843H Co E oommeno:ed 0. platopn siz,s oo~roh and destroy operation. , , ' 

, ' , 

l01211H Co H oommenoed a :pl~toon 'size seal'oh and destroy operation, 
. . .~. .' 

l01350H Co H oonolude,a a platoon sj:c r
;) soarch and' ~estroy operation. 

101415H Co E' oonoluded a pla,toon; ,~search and destroy operation. 

l10750H CoH oommenoed two paralh<, platoon size search and destroy 
operations uBi~ a third ~J.atoon as a blook for both. 

ll1500H Co H oonoluded both platoon searCh and destroy operations. 
.: . 

140600H Companies E, H and Bn CF partioipated in Operati9n JUNCTION 
a 5th Ma.rines Seat'ch and Destroy opera.tion. . 

l41345H Companies E, H and J3n OF concluded 'participation in Operation 
,JUNOTION. 

1509oon', Co E commenced a. compaily ~ize swe(.lP ope1ation. 

l51149H . Co F commenoed a CC,~,; 

l512~5H Co· E oonoluded a " 

151555H Co F conoluded a t 

111400H Co F ohopped OreON to 

::! '~e searoh and de~troy operation • 

.. . ,~e Bvloap o,pero.t1on. 

size searoh and' destroy ·oporation. . . ,'> 

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines. 

J.80600H Co R chopped O~CON to 3rd Batta1ion~ 5 th Marines. 

181545}I Co F chopped ba.ck to 2nd Battalion, 3ru Marinos. 

181905H Co H ohopped ba.ok to 2nd Batta.lion, 3rd Marines. 

201300'H A platoon from Co H chopped OPCON to 5th Marines tor CPr.ecurity~ 

210800 H Co F co:rmnenoed ~ two platoon search and destroy opera~ion. 

2111001{ Co F concluded a t\'10 platoon search and destro~ operation. 

aeunwuze 
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• • 220300R Co E oommenoed a company size oordon operation around the 
H~ppy Haven Lepros~rium. 

220800H Co H oonnnenoed a platoon size ,search and destroy operation 
'around the Happy Haven Leprosarium. .. 

221015H Co E and 00 H platoon concluded operations at 'the Happy 
Haven Leprosarium. . 

230800H Co F commenoed a two platoon search and destroy operation. 

Co F ooncluded a two platoon scarch end destroy operation. 2}1145H 

~31300H 
~ 

i124l600H 

Co E ohopped OPOON to 3rd BatteJ.ion, 5th Marines. 

00 E chopped (JPCON back to 2nd Ba.ttalion, 3rd Harines., 

~ 252330H 
r~ 

'J. '-~ !':a 

A sfl:uad size patrol from C H returned to its IJDl) and 
disc~vered one member of t.w patrol was missing. An immediate 
search of the area and P<l.t:.::'ol route commenced. 

~ 
260600H Initial searoh for MIA from 00 H terminated. A two platoon 

size swoep in sGarch of the MIJi. oommenced with the assistance 
of AO's in Grids ET 0765, 0766, 0767, 0865, 0866, 0965, 0966, 
and the western half of 1065. 

26l800l;I Two platoon search for Co H MIJ~ terminated to resume 
patrolling of the Rooket Belt. 

262200;H J~ two platoon and six LVT reaotion force from En or was 
dispatched to set in a blook with an existing ~DP along a 
line from BT 0667 to 1067 after an attack on CAP G-6 and 
3rd LVT 01'. 

" 

262230rf One.plutoon of tha .1 block connnenced a sweep north to 
(;9 and baok south to the block 

270200H 

i 

a line from BT OS ... 
position. 

Re~. .''', platoon S\'k .. ,l' concluded and resumed norma.l night 
a~ies. 

270230:8: Two pl(:1toon and six LVT :x:'eati.on force return~d to 2nd 
Battalion, 3rd }iarines 01'. 

270700H Co H continued search for MLi~. 

270714H 00 F commenoed a two platoon search and destroy oporation.-

270940~~~ae~luded a two platoon seatoh and destroy operation. 

1..----'-,."" .. , ..... ,,,, 
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• • Co E ohopped OPCONto' }:r:d,,~ti,t~io:h:.~·~th,tmJ.ne~. ' 
, . . • ;" '.0:; : ~ 

00 H terminatedeea.rchior MU~ :"41(/ 1X:.tlw.ne patrolling Rocket 
:Belt., ' . ',' .:'~', ' , '" ' 

", :' 

00 F and, f.l, soven LVT. roa~t:ton: toroed.i~patohed in roa.ctj,on to 
intelligenoe reports plaOinj; Co It MJ.:A in the vicinity of TIU 
AN (2), ooord1nataa ET 038673. ;, .. ,,'\ 

\ . . .... '. 
oo:F r~action ~for()e opo:ta:tio'n'~.n·B~ar.oh, of MII~ term1utlted by 
5th Ma.:riMe,in prq.fJrto oonstitute 'a, reaot~.on foree • 

• ' •.• ', '. ," " 'I .' , 

I. • .: " )-:.'!. "~": , . . . ~'. 

One.pla.toon 01'00 Fand four LVT'a alerted for reaotion force 
£Ol.' raHef of O'.A:i' »-1. " ; I' ;'.~.. ',' . 

'.282255H One platoon o{' Co F and ''i'our LV'J!1 B oh!"lp}>ed OPCON,ttl, ~rt'l .. 
Battalion, 5th Marines fo:r: a. rea;ction force for' :the -r~lief 
Qf '041: ]),,1. ' ,,~. 

290845H' R,eaotion f01'O€lof one pla.;.. .. ~n Of, Co F and four LVTl S ohopped 
baok. ,to 2nd 1latt~~on, 3rd Me.ril'l~ii; , ' , 

291000HCo FOOIllli\enoed a. two platoon:aeo.rCh and 'destroy operation • . ' ' 

291235H Co F ,oonoluQ.ed a. two platoonse£ch ahd destroy opa:t!ation. 
" ': ', .. l:' .. 

. ~9i49<?H Qrl,e' platoonbf Co H cho'pped"OP(;:~to 1st, Ma~ine DiviSion 
~,:,: for Rough Ride,r eacuri ty.' " '.: ' .. ' " .... . .. , i', " 

300645H Co F ~onnnEmced a two platoon Hole Hunting oper~tion in 
oonjunotion with :i.uformat,ion r'eoeiv~d frool a POW • 

. . ' 
" I 

~Ol'OlH Co F ooncluded a t\'/0 ",:,JJV)'l Hol~ H\ultin« Oper-at1on., 
I , 

4. Training. The comml'lJld '';:1(: em~ll arms range and lme ' 
oonduoted intensive train;' :. ;'amfi!e.t-1zation andoara end 
oleaning of: the M .. 1.6 .r.Ul r, ionally, all weapons are fired" 
t:or .familiariZation at let.' . Q'"elY two Week.s. A. weekly 
offioers sohooi was initiate, "f; WEill ~s ,an intensive" iridootr,ination . 
program tor.' the training of all repla.oem~l'lt personnel. . Teohi'.tioal 
training wasaOoOOlpliahed tlu.'ough both.a~tendanoe At 8ol}ool~ and' on­
the"'-job tra..i..ning. !urirlg the month of Deoember the. f61.1oWing sQhool 
was utilized. 
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• • 5 '. ~JJ.ery SUPJ!ort 

~. During the month of Deoembel' 1967 B. attery :S, 1 at Battalion, 
1~Marines was in direct support of this battalion. 

f:::S Jfi b. An intensive H&I program has been implemented during this 
~orting period utilizing Battery B, and Battalion organio 81rnm 

ii-rtars to deny tHe enemy oase of movement during hours of darkness, 
d espeCially to restrict his program of mining and attempted inter~ 

iction of lines of communication. 
~ 1,. 

c. A total of 5246 roUnds were expended on fire missions and H&I 
fires durinc Deoember 1967, 

.w.! 
105mm HE-VTI 
1 05mm :Elb- Q,: 
81mm HE: 
Total H&It 

950 
2~370 

865 
4t'tlil.5 

Fire MisstqE:~:i.tl:liP, T'~Qli 
105mm HE-Q: 266 
105nun Smoke~15 
105mm Wj?t ,38 
105mm 111 urn ii, 148 
81mm HE~ 9S 
81mm W.h 50 
81uun Illuml 33 
Total rounas within T~~OR 848 

, '(3) Fire Missi6ns 
105mm HE-Q~ 
105mm m;,·v', 
1 O;min Sm,,'" 

' .... ' 105nim ViL '. 
i105mm .1. 
Total r. .. 

OutsidQ ot T/~OR ' 
98 
52 
27 
1 

35 
)L"tside TA.OR 21 ~ 

'a, General air suppvrt within the TA.OR was satisfaotory. 

b, A total of 69 missions were flown in support of the battalion. 

. '!1) Med-evao: 17 
2) :1I'la1:'e ships:, , 

. 3) Vis~al lieoon~ ..• 19 
. 4j Admin: 2 

. 5 Logistioalt • 3 
.... II .. L ..... ~ ...... (6 J..Ot 25 
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• • ". '., ~"4 ( ~J?'/~'."h. '~ •. ' 
", 

'~.. '~?~P."?~:~ .. ' ~"he o·jf(t~Q),llQe.~.~t1~'CJj: ~t~:f.~I1J ()f t~ "tttJJ,~ 
.is fl!1·~jj.nl'D.c·~o~::y. . '. .' 

b • ~t>Y-b.Y.. " -

. (1) On 11 DeoOOlber 1967$ e. lSt Marine Divis;i..,o:r., .i,nvp,nto~ 
te8'.(l 1nspeoted the battHlionl s frilppl;y. .Ii was ·,~·ecommOnd<:id. that the 
oiv:isioll ee"d a. 8!.mO from the Divis:i;on'WpplY' OfU·~~ N\oee'(Em 3051 
\f().):'ehou~eruen to hell' invento);'y end StCI':'6 gee"t'. 

(2) All unserviceable items ha\r~ bOt'ln inv'(;ll'!;oried· e.1.'u:\ A.X'B 
Qei.J:1g seq:1i in to theaalvase 8eotiQn, Fl~. lleplI.:\l:;,,'blo itetl\f1 arfi 
'be.il'>g sent to 1st It'''SR foT. 1nspElct.,i0)1 8..\1d. repi"i~'o .. ' 

• 

(,) Due to the te.ot~,(:).). <;l.tuation and the£a.ot that the 
batto.U.on will be apli t into 'iih.'r·i~"I~:t.-ta ;i. t is m8.ndo.toX1 tbS.t th.i. 
oOUllll8J'ld l'Gve;ct to oompany B~ppj\V '. "Li;t;1ons~' For. t1\11 l'.~:n 001ll}.)t\T~.' 
_~'e etock1n8' ! tans up to the Jfhll)).it:.:. :;' l~vel of the.t:c ~6peot1ve 
(\'DDl.,pan.i.ea. .B9.ttalion St'.PJJ1~" "dJ;1:.,. :·~J.l'Itain Q. lO% $toO~& 'level Qf 
7((2 reer..X' j,'or r~plelliehmen'~ _pu,:,:pVS4;lS. -. 

(4) Stock record OCtXOS a..re beJl1g postod ffOlD tbe .tnve1'ltpoq 
o,nd d:co'ps a.t'e1 subsequentlY' be::iU8 mad., to the (H)mps.n1e8~ As W8,B 
prov10\le~ l)lentioned a 1"% etookage level ('1£ 782 gera will b$ ma.iru .. 
tained unti). 'Val.:ld uange de.t& oan 'bf> deterruined~ lnSureJloe items 
will a).s(:') be utH1zed until val3.ddevumd data' ~.tJ ~utedf! 

c. ~r _~l!0.r!. 
. " .. ' 

(1) . en 11 Dec 67,. f, k':-,;:. :,£ the lst. Mnr~. DivtsioJ1. 
Advisore 1nslJeoted this \:.':." - .. ' :,.".:r,' },ool.. ntsor~:p*s.es were t\otlM\ 
and they have been oorre:,::';' PUbli08,tioll.8~O~ ordered an~Q, 
Motor ~ra.nepQrt SOP is :),:: .. 1'. ..,11. 

: (2) Since th~ j'Waa ahort of qualitt:ed motor 
.,vehl.cl e ope~a.tors, a Bohe,. .;.' sm-monthlY ~ive:cp schoo). wpp 
instituted t~ maintun suH .. ·.;ient numbe~a or traiMcl <4'1ve.rs •. 

d. ~-22U. •• Enginee;r support e.n.d equi~el\t wa.s ··8ati~ractQ.tl. 

; ~ <i Q.tQ~...!.(\.1~.' 

e... ~ftP.1t A total Qf 26}9 V1et~ese in the looal. ~~!i!: WSl'e 
t~~ated at l<1odoB,pe, and en addi tlOMJ. 67 WCl'e glven den.tal t:t';6~ot.'" 
lIumt. Sani tati6n and hetlJ.th l.eafle1;e·'!e~e hand delivered ~~;:·~l!YEl..P 
pa.ti~t.$ e.a "reU 8& to oiv~1ian8 thro~t the ~AOllt .. ,\ . 
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It • b. ~yOp~. PsyOps bro~dcasting teems broadcasted for ap­

proximately 26 hours throughout the TAOR. The broadcasts oon­

sistEPd of appeals to the VO and to VO fe.milies to return to G'JN 

oontrol, and explaining rewards for mines and booby traps. aerial , 

'broadcasts and 1ee.flet drops were scheduled daily during. the month. ' 

iropaganda leaflets were hand carried to the local oitizens by bat-

talion marines on a daily basis. i 

o. Civil '~ffail's J~ssistano.£. ~i. oleanup of:llnpaign was initiated in 

NUl Kim San ( BT 072702) with the full cooperELtion of the village chief. 

The battalion also participated in a Christmas party in the same villag 

and distributed approximately 1500 gifts. 

d. lll.W'].il,t:b.9.n.. All new members joining this oommand during 

Deoember received an indoctrination class on oivil affairs. Additional 

olasses were also given on oompa!~ and platoon levels. 

e. .Q.ont~qt_~.th Looa1 QSJj":i.!]:!§.. The Thanh Thuy village chief holds 

a weekly meE,ting at the-273 Moe:.;"t}) station. The Vietnamese from Thanh 

Thuy village come to the Br"ttalion CJ: for their meetings, availing them­

selves of the security px.oYided by "the 'OPt 

f. Q11.tlook. In the near future 2/3 will be working in a much 

larger TAOR with thousands of Vi~tnamese oivilians living in our area. 

Tho aSSistance that the 29th Civil Jl.ffl1irs Company will provide will 

greatly benefit our oivic action efforts. 

9. .Q.QmmFioatioU§. 
I 

a. On 1 Deoember 1967 the Battalion Message Center we,s opened. 

b. (m inventory of all cor.rrllu:ni chtiona equjpment wasoonanot.od. 011. 

10 Deoember, and a 1st 1.i.:'>·." m.vis:ion ll8fl:istancn Tot"aro c}1f'>ckccl Bat-

tA.lion con~Immication6 I'Y' . ,,;s on 11 Deo(.)mbE'.r • 

o ~ 1 .. 11 conununi.or.t" , 
tanance Battalion, 1st 

. .'j ~ equipment "TaS oal:ibrated by the Main­
,).\.~ 1 5 Ded. 

d. .tl. 1 at Marine Div·i.sion teohnical MJsistanoe Team worked with the 

Battalion Communioations platoon from 17-19 Deoember. 

. ef ~i'~ions problems were encountered during 

thls t:eJ:;orting periN 

..... l~ .......... 
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. ", ':;")10 ;[Y;.i.l:t·~:te:::; c.f.C'u:::·:J. ry ::;}::. :.~/:~.'B~~.!p:f.O::;~c..(l:'V'~f1'l:' o:?i.irO:l1tn 
7.lle(\.~;':·.i. L~ljJl);)l"~ :f()J~' tIl',: •. 'x':;-:;;'.::. ::.::r., '.~';'L~, ;·lcl··:r.i:'-Clt A. full;· -lc;u:i.~\,.·;~ 
t.~_e~i/:;.~. ~':'_'.~~ ... a.:r.8E.t., .pj:.~'~~'*~f.-"::iY ~ :i~,..."" :.~')r[~'L,·;~·~:)' f:;,:J; i~ "'~: b(;(~:. h<~spJ.~i·<: .. l t,i[i,.-cd () :"{'~e 
(;9.F!~' ~, .• : (;ffJsi h:Ll.:::tyto bo '0;1. '~.}~':I S'l"l·:·,.~. ~~·'··:·l-';.:'.(,~;l HI') .S'''::: . .' <I. b'::J. ::'o't; 1"" 1i .. , .'j 
In .I~ '. _,"j': " /" "I'''.:~.,....... "I',. ' .. ,.~{_ . )" p, 1"" .... ' " t',' ,~, .•. t~,'~ . .;·· "'." . ',' .. ,J, ~~.:, "'I -!-Ja(,.I.c·, _.'.(..'.1.·.1.. •• : .. le ... pl.()V~( •• S OC.1..' .1. ..... ,C •. t· '~"'·""·'(L.,.O .• ·8Yp ... · ... 1:(; .• r, .. ,. 

med.:~').ir.';;i· f;)u':'::CdX'Y end 'l":~'i()d Fn .... :)I'l.'\)sc.h~J.\y·EWY."';i(lPS. :P:1p,,·<,;c.~:oYJ.d 
ElQhe10n :oare !1t the BAS ;If:1 pl':)vidocl byttolo rlCld.J,~.ifj.:l. ofr.;b\;:~:t:1, Qh~ 
,dental ol;:f:L~o;:: 'an,(' .. :.~~:.: ... ".'.(., ,.'f~,.:::~~·-::t~1 qt e'j;llff,:, 

\

." ." b. ~~r'J major.ity of nos';~;:"'e .:i.::l/i:.1.~;~CW \,'ex·t) ·~l~(;:).\.ea ~;(; HSAHor::pHnl 
. r h"t lLd ll •• t:bniion. Simfln:;.~~.~f, d.i.eg;,:o!l~d OM.")r:: of lTt",1e.:Y.'ia t:l.l.'ld 

--" .... ''' .. nmeb:i.odJ'sontex-y were ;cQi'e:cred to these ceni.:o:rs' •. \0he.remt;i.:in;i.llg v\:iM't' 
wo ..... ds ""'d ' ~.~C' '"''Iv'-C''''' l~t"'" r''''f)~ "11'''1'' (:<, ", .... ~ .... , '1", ·:;.·L"~·>.!"'t..'," ',., .. '1',' ':~hq :.·.'i,.. .. '. """", . ,'Q.l.' •• ' ~~l ~ v'' .~ ... 'r.o:" • vi , ........ '1.;oJ ••• '.,. • . 0,;"'_"_ ~o ,,';:~.L.':~ ·':iIrt.. ., ___ . _,...... v~,,,;L 

~he;:~ol~.o·vJins"ti.1:·.~e f!.'oV'i:.:"s a. f't·:',:>;::.L:r<'. y;·uv . .i.e·, (-:.' the lli:»~-l;hB 
act:l.v.iJ,;y ~ 

.' . 
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1. \' Heport of Sweep':: of happy Haven Lep:rosn.rirull o';nr.uot(ld or;.. 2? ~.q;oo1 ... 
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o OMi. oii.NY II 

2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines 
1st Marine Division (Rein), ~l{F 

F~U, San Franoisoo 96602 

Oommanding Offioer 
Commanding Officer, 2nd Battalion, }rd Marines 

Sweep of Happy Haven Leprosarium 

~noll ~l) Sketoh of ~appy Haven Leprosarirufi 

24Deo67 

Rera (a) My oonference with 00 2nd Bn, 3rd Mar of 22Dec67 

1. On the morning of 22 December 1961, Hotel Oompany con-
ducted a sweep of the Happy Haven Leprosarium in oonjuction 
wi th a. blooking foroe supplied by heho Company. :..crior to 
first light Echo moved from t!~et separate platoon defensive 
perimeters to establish a 360 degree enoirclement around the 
Leprosarium to prohibit the egress of personnel from that 
position and to detain any qU~6tionable YO Buspecte who might 
try to floe once the sweep of theLeprosarium began. The 
Third .. la.toon of Hotel Companj' with the Comp~ (;omma.nd Group 
and attaohments from the Battalion S-5 Seotion and ITT moved 
from its night platoon defensive perimeter to the vicinity of 
the Leprosarium from qOu to oeoo. There an assembly area 
was seleoted and paoks were diaco.rded •• " loud speaker system 
was then set up just to the rear of theEoho block on the 
eustern aide of the hospital. 41. Chou lIoi was used to speak 
to the inhabitants of the hospital explaining that the 
Marines were ooming in to look around and for the patients 
and other personnel to move to the center of the Leprosarium. 
aft~r this initial announoement bud boen made one squad of 
infantry with the C:t' group and ITT began to move into the 
hospitt1.l. .I. t first the inhabitants wero hesi taut to move 
into the middle of the oamp, and an interpeter was used to 
assist ,the movement. ~S the people bogan to move, one squad 
entered from the right flank and another from the left flank 
to clea.r the out-1esing portions of the hospital B'rounds. 
I~o dif~icuHies were encottntered in assQInbling the people, 
and all but thoso confined to their beds were assembled. 

I met and introduced myself to the Vietnamese lId-mster 
looated ~t the hospital. I explained our purpose and that we 
meant no' harm to tho patients. .tie was most friendly and ren­
dered minor assistance in our search. tie explained that the 
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1a~rosarium h~Qbout 200 patients and about 2~itimnal 
, persons lived on the g.rounds. Thes people came from Viem 

Dong and other near .. by village& to esoape artillery fire 

because they know the Marines coUld not shoot wi thin the 

hospital grounds. 
Of the personnel assembled; approximately ;50, about 

half were lepers and th~ rest villagers. Most were '~all 

children Qnd old people, but there were a few males of mili­

tary fl€e present. Because it would be practioally impossible 

to interrogate all per~vns, about twenty five were soleoted 

for interview. These wore the young males and severnl others 

llicked at random. ThesE'> people could offer no information of 

intelligence value and either possessed Leper I.D. oards or 

regulation I.D. oards. Th~ stated that they had not Been 

any VC for long periods of time and that they did not know 

who ple.oed the p,mji stakes on the eastern side of the hospi­

tal g·roUnds. 
As ITT waatalking to the people, the third platoon oon­

ducted Il SEla.roh of the holpital buildings and the huts in the 

area. Extreme care was taken to insure that those buildings 

were neither damagod nor &l\Y peraonel property destroyed. 

The seareh did not looate tmy weapons or equipment whioh might 

be used by the VC. Tho hOBpi tal sto.f£ were agreeable cnd un­

lOOked Boveral olosets oontaining medioino r.nd other supplies 

during. the seu.reh. 
I b€llieve the livine condition of the Lepers ond their 

£omilies is of scmo signifioanoe. Most of these people live 

on tho north weste~ portiun of the grc,unds. The huts are 

oonstructed of b~boo with straw or pine needle roofs. The 

animals livo with the people. This area is 0116 ot the filth­

iest plaoes that ! have observed. Flies were eve~where, and 

the sm;ell 0+ the area i6 putrid, I believe an.v disea.se with­

in t~s area. could rapidly reach epidemio proportions. 

,The hospital itself is cleanor, but by our standards is 

still ~il thy.. The £loor of one building was gOlty o.n(l blood ..... 

stninG~, and sond was merely thrown over this filth. Bandages 

Wore net burned, but oollooted, a.nd then buried.. I oonsidor 

the hospital completely unsanitary. 
. The. Booxoh of the area was oonoluded at a.bout 1015. Nei th­

er the patients nor the seal~h of the buildings offered e~~ 

real intelligenoe material. ~rior to leaving the nre~, the 
Ohou Hoi WEl.B used to explain the reward system to the peo111e. 

They were a.lso instruoted to stl:\)' out of the :;C'~OR at night 

and to use only the beach ",hon depE\rting or entering the Lap .. 

rosarium. Prior to moving out, about 200 punji stakes WO~e 

rGtlloved from the ea.stern £la.n.lc of the LeprosElXium end burned. 

Robert R GREEN 
OAl·!l'. UotvtC 
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