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ORGANIZATION DaT4
1. DESIGNATION COMMANLER PLRIOD
24 Battalion, 34 Mar LtCol HENRY ENGLISCH 1~31Dec67
SUBORDINATE UNITS
H&S Co Capt G. N. COOFXR 1-31DecbT
Co E Capt I. J. CuHIIL 1-21Dec6T
Co F Capt W. k. oMITH 4-31Bec67
Co G Capt J. . A0ESLER 1-31Dec6 7
Co H Capt K. . GREEN 1-31DecbT
2, - IOCATION
HOA VANG, HIEU NHON and DIEN BaN DISTRICTS, QUANG NaM PROVINCE, KVN,
1=31Dec6T
5. ST4FF OFFICERS
Executive Officer Mej B« G. MILONE 1-15De0b7
Maj D. W. LEMON 16-31DecbT
B1/ADJ 18tlt K. N+ MCLEMOKE 1-~31DecbT
8.2 Capt H. 0. CULVER 1-30Dec67
2Lt €. Do WODDLLKD 31Decb]
5-3 Waod 5. Be BOGRRD 1-31Dec67
5-4 .o .. {. PONSFORD 1-31Ded67
5-5 b » ¥, GHERVENAX 1=31DecbT
CommO i 10VE 1-31Dec6T
CUNISHRNNE
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4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH
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Effective 010600H December 1967, the 2d Buttalion, 3d Marines was
under the OPCON of 5th Marines and ADCON of the 1st Marine Division.
The month wes characterized by aggressive patrolling within the as-
signed TAOR, espeoially within the Rocket Belt. Waterwsy and lines of
communicotion were kept under surveillance snd intevdicted, search and
destroy operations of compeny end platoon size were run on targoets of
opportunity. J4dditionslly, intensive hole hunting operations were con-
ducted throughout the T4iOR.

Company E was OPCON to 3d Bn, 5th Marines fvom 1-6 December, 14 ..
December, 23-24 December end 27-31 December for operations within
that battalion's T4HOR.

Company F maintained constant s-curity end surveillance over the
TU CaU Bridge, and was OPCON to 23 . 5%h Marines on 14 December and
from 17-18 December for operations .:hin that battelion's TAOR.
\] Company G was chopped OFCON to 7th Marines for utilizetion within

the Tth Marines TuOR from 8-31 December 1967.

Compsany H was OPCON to 3d Battalion, 5th Marines on 18 December for
en operation within the 3/5 T.0R. One platoon provided seourity for 5th
Marines CP from 20-31 December end one platoon was chopped OPCON to 1st
Marine Division as Rough Rider security from 29~31 December.
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MJ . §__gUEN¢IAL LISTING OF. SIGNIFICANT o

FVENTE:

e A AL A e b 1 e 3 51

l, Eersonnel and Admlnlstratlon

‘B AWAr ds. 4 total of 2 Bronze Stars, 42 Burple Hearts and, A0
Vietnemese Crosses of Gallantry were awarded during .December 1967.

b, BAR. 4 total of 96 R&R quotas were utilized during December 1967.

¢. Personnel Losses a.nd @ains for Deo 67

USMC L e
_Q_FFIC.E‘_RQ I .- ENLISTED . .
.JOINED - DROPYED: ‘JOINED . DROPPED
5 . -8 : "'16 318 455
OFFICERS : © - ENLISTED = e
JOINED - . DROyYED JOINED - DROPYED
. 0 3 5 e 2
Persénnel shorteges exist in pay grades E-S,'E—6 and E~7, <.L .
d. Cesuslties for Deo 1967 . L
U - - |
.. QFF . ENL- o QEE Eﬂ& )
KIn ., ~0 - - 27" o 0
Wia .. -2 7 164 0 b
B o A BT A 0 0
¢ - om0 to1 0" 0

€. Piomotionsq Fzrst llC pnt - 6; Sergeant - 6. :

£+ lLegal ‘end Disoi}g;ine. 4 total of 6 Ba,ttalion Off.ioer ‘Hours: wore
held during December 1967. Articles violated were article 91 (1),
Article 92 (4); end Artiole 113 (1), Two of these office hours resulted
in courts-martiali Summary Court Martiel, Article 91; pec:.al Court
Martlal, Art:ole 92. _ .

& g X ‘ggd J.llowanogs. Safisfa.ctory A ,
hy ‘Lotatal. batisfactory

i. *amepammitelo, L small exohenge facility is available at the
@E@M@@WGE@ ;

\.‘ K l
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2hd-Botbalion, 3rd Mazdmes Cr. " ExcMemge facilities in.the.Ba Nang . | e
Complex are also available depending on operational comm:.tments
and transportation availability..

3. Religious Services. Weekly protestant services are conducted -
by the Battalion Chaplein in the Battalion Chapél end at the TU Cal
BRIDGE. Catholio Mass is celebrated by visiting cheplains in the Bat-
talion Chapel. Arrangemente have been made for Jewish persounel to:ate-
tend services in DaNang.

2. Enemy, Weather and Térrain

&. Summery of Enemy Activities. lnemy contact for the month has

decreased in contrast to Novembers T .- were 66 VC initiated contacts

for November as opposed to 51 for the . .th of December. There have

been 44 mlnlng/qxplos;ve device indi< = .: this month,. of which 30 were :
destroyed and 14 detonated. Informatic: fom POW's, oivilians end trans- - - i

lated documents has been a mejor facto. in deterxing the enemy efforts in
our T4AOR. Total enemy psyxsormel and eqmpment losses wenet

(1) EERSONNEL S i
Vo Kia 5

¢

VC WIA .2
POWt g -3
(2) EQUIPMENT Ly

1 M-14. Rifle #139975 1 US helmet :

1 M-16 Rifle #522218 1 foreign type canteen ‘

1 M-79 Grendde Launcher #0653 1 US canteen o |

1 Chicom Carbine ~'10 : 1 Vietnanmese ID oard

1 Chiocom Fistol #‘ 1 meequito. net; _

1 US Carbine M= j 1 sandbag; rock salt o ‘
6 M-T9 rounds 2 barrels of vice 25 end 75 lbs = !
6 M-26 grenades 1 bottle .stomach pllls -
15 rounds 5.56 1 Lighter

2 cartridge belts 1 bandege
-2 Chicom grenades 1 bag talcum powder

.1 homemade grenade 1 watoh, Roxy brand -

2 ponchos 1 penlight battery

2 plastic canteens 1 Bony rortable radio

1 rain jacket . : S

1 kheki uniform w/ (rersonal effects of VC KIa

extra trousers . were extra olothing, rice, )

2 pairs black pajames tobacco and key ohaln)

§§5 W§3b AR Q
— ..,.@g@m i e frgsm m ]

e
M btk
e
Wttt s e

e mmet o
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@E@msw@ 1200, B ’

,uﬂugfn Numerous Leaflets

A raft with propaganda s1gns, varlous 81gns (Peaoe in
Vletnam)

Suxryeillance and Reconnaissance. Use of evailable sources of

surveillance snd reoonnaissance was oonsidered excellent considering
the equipment and the treined persomnel avallable. 90 hours of aerial
reoonneiceance was flown over our TAOH.

G

Westher and Terrain. Weather for the month was for the moet
part feir and overcast. A maerked increase in preoipxtatlon preveiled
during the latter portion of the month, in the form of afternoon and 4
evening thundershowers. The, temperature fluctuated slightly due to the: e

>

frequent rains. The averege high was 75 degrees, average low 67 degrees.'
The terrain throughout the TLOR offered only 8 Sllght impediment to
foot trafflo.

5. Ope gations

010830K

011300H

011500H -

020800H

021300H
03063%0H

031430H

0407001 "
' Co

041100%
041330H
050700H
0512005
060730H
061100H

0611408

061300H

$1n s A NG

Co

Co

Co

Co
Co

Co

Co F

Co

QO

o

Co
Co

Co

Co

Co.

Co

1“ Jw+ﬂ”

¢ comménced a two platoon searoh and destrou Operatlon.
G cqnoludgd,a,two platpon segpch”and @gstroy Opexatlon.”‘
E‘chopped 0rCON to 3rd Battalionm, 5th Marinés.

B oommenoed 8. platoon 51ze search and destroy operatlon.
H concluded a platoon 5i.ze search and’ destroy Operatlon.
F commenced a platoon size search and destroy,opergt;on.‘
F concluded q platoon»size search and destroy operation,

'oommenced 8 twe m search and’ destroy 0peratlon. :
commenqed a pl e seareh and deStroy operatlon. '

concluded & pi’ - size search and destroy operatlon.

@ = ma

-Eonoludedia two platoon searoh and destroy operatlon"

commenced & oompany size search and destroy operatlon.'

= g

COndluded g company Bize search and destroy Operatlon. T
commenoed 8 platoon size searoh and destroy Operatlon. :

‘concluded a platoon 51ze searoh and destroy operatlon.

. .u:‘ i

vchopped OICON back to 2nd Battallon, Brd Marlnes.

G.commenoed & platoon size search and destroy operdtlon.

| DECLASSIFIE—_
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061700H Co
070730K
070936H
071059H
071106H

Co
Co
06 E
0BOBOOH . Co
100843 Co
1012118 Go
lOl}SOH Co
1014150 Co

110750H Co

111500H

1406004

Cd

3:4 concluded 8 platoon size

H oommenced two peralle’.

G conoluded a platoon size search

H commenced & platoon size search
F oommenoed a\platoon size ~search
F oonoluded a platoon 61ze.sea§ch

searoh

,G ch0pped OPCON to 7th Marlnes.

E ocommenced q platoon,81ze_eegrch
H commenced a platoon size search
H concluded a platoon eir: search

E concluded a platoon search

*

end destroy

and destroy.

gndvdestrqy

,énd destioy

and destroy

and‘déé£¥oy
andfdeét:oy
ahd deetroy

and -destroy

8 5th Marines Search and Destroy operation.

1413458

- JUNCTION.

150900H,
151149H;
151255&5
1515551
1724008 Co
180600H Co
181545 Co
1819058 Co
201300H
210800 H

211100H

“Co-
Co

Co.

F commenced a oo,
E conoluded a ¢

F conoluded a ¢

Co E commenced & company eize sweep operations

operation. *

}operat?ioﬁ@‘“ﬁ".x#ﬁ;m»’f_yw o

operations.
operation.

operation.

operation.
operatione
operation.

operation,

rlatoon size searoh and destroy
‘operations using a thlrd platoon as a blook for both.

Co H concluded both platoon search and destrqy qperations.'

Companies B, H end Bn CP participated in Operatlon JUNCTION

Compenies E, H and Bn CP concluded purtlclpatlon 1n Operutlon

=nue Search ahd destroy operations

-.3e swoep operation. .

F ohoppod OFCON to 3rd Battalion, 5th Mafines.

H ohopped OPCON to 3rd Battalion; 5th Merines,

F chopped back to 2nd Battelion, 3rd MarinésQA

H chopped beck to 2nd Battalion, 3rd Merines.

BN

DECLASSIFIED

Co F commenced & two platoon search and destroy operapién.

Co F condluded a two platooh search and destroy operation.

size search and destroy operations = ‘-

4 platoon from Co H chopped OPCON to 5th Narines for CP securitys
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. 220300H Co E commenced a company size cordon operation around the
Happy Haven Leprosarium.

220800H_Co H commenced a platoon size ﬁea;ch and destroy operastion ‘.
around the Happy Haven Leprosarium. T
b
221015 Co E and Co H platoon concluded operations gt the Happy §
Haven Leprosarium. ’ %

2%0800H Co F commenced & tWo platoon search and destroy operation. ji

2311458 Co F ooncluded & two platoon search snd destroy operation.
éi?}l}OOH Co E chopped OPCON to 3rd Battaelion, 5th Marines.

(N :

SX7241600H Co E chopped OFCON back to 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines.

éi; 252330H A squad size petrol from €. 2 returned to ite PDP and

Q35/ digcovered one member of t.e patrol was missing. Aan immediate
’l Y search of the area end patrcl route commenced.
S

260600H Initisl search for MIA from Co H terminated. & two platoon
pize sweep in search of the MI4 cormenced with the assistence
of 40's in Grids BT 0765, 0766, 0767, 0865, 0866, 0965, 0966,
and the western half of 1065,

261800H Two platodn search for Co H MI4 terminsted to resume
patrolling of the Hoocket Belt.

262200H 4 two platoon and six IVT reaction force from Bn CP was
dispatched to set in a block with an existing FDP along a
line from BT 0667 to 1067 after en attack on CAP G-6 and

3rd LVT CP.
262230H Onerplatoon of the 1 block commenced a sweep north to
ﬁ & line from BT Q5. {9 and back south to the block
position. :

platoon swe.p concluded and resuned normal night

270200H Resy !
Wities. :

270230ﬁ Two_platoon and six LVT reation force returned to 2nd
Battelion, 3rd Marines CL'.

270706H Co H continued search for MIi.

270714H Co F commenced a two platoon search end destroy operation.

2709403»'08"!“05!b1uded g two platoon seaﬁch and destroy operation.

e G
| @E@MS%SU[FBEM
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2715003 Co E chopped OPCON to ‘3rd Batte;ion. Sth mu‘inea.

71800H Co H tennmated sea.rch for MIA to rehume pa‘brollihg Rocket
Belte :

..~ intelligence reports placingk Co H MIA in the v;cimty of THI

;., ‘_" N . B W L.
i281400H Qo P and & seven IVT reactxon foree d.ispa,tched in recction to
'/ S AN (2), coordinates B 038673. |

S 282000H . Go ‘B :cea.ctlon foroe opemtnon 1n search. of MIA terminated by .
) i S ‘”th Marines.in order ‘oo oonstltute a reac-t;on force. A

282110H One. platoon oI‘ Co F and four vt s slerted fox :cauotmn force
o for relief of C.ﬂ.s' D—l. , - e e

X3 .
@ 2B2255H Ome platoon of Co F and “four IVT's ohappod OPCON t0¢. 5rd .

@ Battelion, 5th Marines for a reaction foroe for the relief
=2 of CAP D-1.. . o \ P

@5 . . '

(e 290845H - Reaotlon foree .of one pla*.iw Of. Co F and four LVT'a chopped
(Ciz) baok 1o 2nd Battala.on, 3xd }V'c,rmes.

291000H‘ 'Co F oonnnenced a two platoon aetccch and destroy operatlon.
. 2912350 Co F conoluded & two pletoon. seo.rch and destroy operatlon.

9514008 One platoon 6f Co H chopped. opcon to 18t Merine Divieion
s 7 for Rough Rider Becurlty. . s ST

3006458 Co F commenoced & two platoon Hole Huting operat:.on in
conjunotion with informstion reoe:.ved from a POW.

J01301H Co F ooncluded a two *\1 Fuom Hole Hunting Operation.

4. Training. The command = - = vhe emall erme range and. “he ¢
oconduoted intensive trair: » Semiltdrization snd care and
clesning of the M-16 rific. ‘1onelly, all wespons are fired'

for familiarization at leu: . . overy two weeke. A weekly: -
offioers school was initiatc. ..u well as an inténsive indectrination

progrem for the training of all replacement persommel. Technical
training was avoamplished through both aftendance at. sohools and on-
the~job training. During the month of December the f6llowing s¢hool

was utilized.

SCHOOL:
CAG

DECLASSIFIED
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5, Artillery Support

[} Y,

g During the month of Deoember 1967 Battery B, 1st Battalion,

‘I@M&rimes was in direct support of this battalion.

“%\" b. 4n intensive H&I program has been implemented during this
orting period utilizing Battery B, and Battalion organic 8imm
@rters to deny tle enemy ease of movement during hours of darkness,
d especially to restrict his progrem of mining end attempted inter-

iction of lines of communication. ‘

c. 4 total of 5246 rounds were expended on fire missions and H&I
fires during December 1967

(1) ZaL |
105mm HE-VT: 950
105mm HE-Q 24370
81mm HE: 865
. Total H&L: 4y'185
E g e (2) Fire Migsions within TAOR L
? i 105um HE-Q 266 ; :
? ' 105mm Smoke 215
“ 1 105mm W t 38
105mm 1llums Lot 148
81mm HE: - 98
81mm Wk o 50
81mm Illum: 33
. Total rounds within TiAOR 848
. (3) Pire Missions Outside oij TAOR
105mm Hb-—
105mm HE-- 52
 1Obmn fm - 27
T o 405mm Wi
4 405mm 1 - 35
Total o . wiside TAOR 213

6 Al.l;._&l..ﬁegrt | R
Gene.ra.l air support within the TAOR was satisfectory,

‘b‘ A total of 69 miesions were flown in support of the battelions

1) Med-evact 17
g Flare ships:.
3) Visual Recomy” 19
4 Admin 3
{5) Logisticalt-
Pp——— ) AT 25

Bn TAOR.

c. No 'bachwa&‘glxed WL% ﬁir strikes were conducted within the .
r ‘ [ i .
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-!r ‘I’Qﬂ'f:“t"'_‘.. )
. Y . i . . - ' ‘.'
e, Gomewsl, " The overald logleticak sittds of the Wittelitn
is oniiafacionye » R TR

be  Bugply. - D |
o 1) On 11 December 1967, & 18t Marine Division inventony
teen inspeoted the battalion's supply. It vas recommendsd that the '
division serd a &UCO from the Division Supply Office and geven 305X :
waxehougemen to helyp inventory and ctore geals o 1%
(2) Al) unservicemble items have been inventoried end are
being sent in to the falvage BSeotien, FIC. Nepairable itews are
being sent to lst FSK for inspection end repaive - -
(3) Dus to the taoticel situation apd the fact that the
battelion will be eplit intg vhwew wrte it is mandetory that this
somuend revect to oompany supply - -iatiens.s For this reasson compumies o
.y level of their respeotive i
ntain & 10% stookegs lave) of

&ve stpoking items vp to the maric:
Batsalion Supnly wikle. i

Gompm‘.ﬂso
762 gonr for replenichmen’.puipuses.
(4) Stook record cords are being posted fwom the duveniory

p ave subsequently being mmde to the compsnies. A4s vap
d a 1% stookege level of 782 goar will bs main-~
Insurence items

ond drop
previously mentione
teined untid valid usege dats can be determined.
will elso be utilized until valid depend dats 48 eonputed.

¢ of the leif Mai‘iﬁéf:"llivlsion

c. Notox Jrsnsport.

(1) .n 2l Dec €7, & bomw ‘Marine
Advisors inspeoted this v o = Lan pood . msc‘r',eyamiea were noted
end they have been corre:: .- publications Wore ordexed and o
Motor Transpoxt HOP is bol E Lile

. (2) 8ince the + “‘was shoxt of qualiffed motor
.vehiele operators, & sohc.. . semi-monthly drivers school was
instituted to maintain sufi.uient numbers of trained drivers. 4

d. Epgineera. - Buginecr suppoxt end eguipment wus "ﬂgt‘i‘é'fo_.cthy.,

PEC=N

B¢ Qivioc hotioms: - _ o |
@ Modcopse & totel of 2639 Viotnamese in the local gues wepe
treated &t Modosps, and en additiomsl 67 were given dental trent-
ment. BSanitvation and health leaflets were hand delivered g Medcep
patients es well as to oivilians throughout the TAOR, R

@E@BX@%@Y?HE@

PICREEE S A S )
3 . ] i
- okl
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b. Pg5y0ps. FeyOps brosdcasting teems broadcested for ap-
proximately 26 hours throughout the TAOR. The broadcasts con-
sisted of appeals to the VC and to VO femilies to return to GVN .-
control, end explaining rewards for mines and booby traps. aerial
broadeasts and leeflet drops were scheduled deily during the month.
rropegende leaflets were hand carried to the local citizens by bat-
talion marines on a daily basis. ‘

0. Civil 4ffeire Assistence. & cleanup campaign was initisted in #
Nui Kim Sen (BT 072702) with the full cooperation of the village chief.
The battelion also participated in e Christmes Party in the same villeg
end distributed approximately 1500 gifts.

d. Ipgtruction. All new members joining this oommend during

December received an indoctrination class on civil effairs. Additional
classes were also given on company and platoon levels.

e, Contact with Logal Officislge The Thanh Thuy village chief holds
a weekly meeting at the 273 NMecsap station, The Vietnamese from Thanh
Thuy villege come 10 the Battonlion CF for their meetings, aveiling them-
selves of the security provided by the P,

f. Qutloock. In the near future 2/% will be working in a much
larger TAOR with thousands of Vietnamese oivilians living in our aref.
The esgistance thet the 29th Civil affairs Company will provide will
greatly benefit our civie ection efforts.

9., Communications
8. On 1 December 1967 the Battalion Message Conter was opened,

b 4n inventory of all cosmunications equipment wes -condnobted on

10 Deoember, end & 1% feine Pivision issistence Toam checked Bab-
talion commmicsetions pr~. w.ous on 11 December. : :

@ 0y " A1l communicnii. _.3% equipment was calibrated by the Main-
tenance Battalion, 1st .- 2u 15 Deds

d. & 1st Marine Division tecnmical hsesistence Team worked with the
Battalion Communioations platoon from 17~19 December.

ed tions problems wexre ensountered during

this teporfihg periods

DECLASSIFIED
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BAS p'roy.t(‘o‘noza‘r oui‘wum
L ‘f\ de a fully cowipgey

wd i “"Sp.‘l ol warde ive i
oy Heawd el ol Lat Fadicod

0. y_e;di-:m]..

Cee Be S U.L Cheo OF Dt
medis i capport fox the bl
t"j,u ek area, PLUTESY s AL OTED
€98V LaGE JO.Lbu.;Ly o bolh ke Nav Lat
Ba.w‘ cu fuether providos conswli vl - Yy :e."fn:x..? f
meri,.,.mc, euccery end woodied F:h.J‘%L"‘Cl‘“"'.} ‘gervices., The ssrond ‘
eghelon ‘care st the B.&S is pr.nndc'l by tuwo 1'100'4\.}1* offic en:a, one

h

dental of‘fzf‘c.: and R e A ita*‘t}’ evaffe,

b. "'“m maaorl';y ol nosliLe iniurice were "’(;J'e.;n»od" &t NBA ‘Hospital y

r lst Mod Butuelion. Sim.v',,‘lu.:.ly, Slageosed casas of moleria and

e pme bl o d;,sentery were roferred to these cente wa.""h@ remaining. miner
wounds end l~ne savere medleal, fllress
The Jollowing $ikTe provilss a et saleal rovien
ectivity: .

88 wara sal

FATIENTS TRE mu,, : e o | {,{5!
CATMITNED T 003 WARL Bk N o -
DISELEES TREHD ' ‘ '
DEXMATOLOGICAL cormmloxs 2y 2
RESPERATORY Coaea R
FYER OF UNKNOWN cmrm £o. ’
‘ -.JWA}J&H : . . 45
TR GI DEELPIRLS ‘ 50
LYL DISORDEKS 30
VENERLY DIOEAEE 9
NON SPECIFIC URETHRITIS _ 4
FRACYMENT WOUNLS, BONPILD 10
MALARTA . _ )

OC OO NNNNO

MISCEIT.AMROTE
(L.ma."u..uriows, eye ro. - "
epmaing, lasekall to v 3H

e

oo
N 34 A
Sl
)
Bt
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1. Heport of Sweep= of Heppy Haven Leprosarium ocndnoted or., 27 Demb T .

-

PRIt
s‘\ \,x_(;;jv:.,:‘U
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|
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COMLANY H
2nd Battelion, 3rd Merines
1st Marine Division (Rein), ¥MF

Fr0, Sen Frenoisco 96602
' 24DecbT

¥rom: Commending Officer
Toz Commending Officer, 2nd Battelion, 3rd Marines

Subjt Sweep of Happy Haven Leprosarium
xnol: V{l) Bketeh of ffappy Haven Leproserium
Ref: (&) My oonference with €O 2nd Bn, 3rd Mer of 22Dec67

1. On the morning of 22 December 1967, Hotel Company con-
ducted & sweep of the Happy Haven Leprosarium in conjuction
with & blooking foroe supplied by kocho Company. wyrior to
first light Echo moved from threc sepurate platoon defensive
perimeters to establish a 360 degree encirclement axound the
Leprosarium to prohibit the egress of personnel from that
position and to detain any questioneble VC suspects who might
try to flee once the sweep of theLeprosarium bogan. The
Third ilatoon of Hotel Compeny with the Company Command Group
and attochments from the Battalion S~5 Seotion end ITT moved
from ite night platoon defensive perimeter to the vicinity of
the Leprosarium from (700 to 08UC. Mhere an assembly area
was selected and packs were discarded. « loud spesker gystem
was then set up just to the rear of thekoho block on the
eustern side of the hospital. & Chou Hoi was used to spesk
to the inhabitente of the hospital explaining that the
Marines were ooming in to look around and for the patients
and other personnel to move to the center of the Leprosarium.
ifter this initinl ennouncement hud been made one squed of
infantry with the C¥ group and ITT began to move into the
hospitel. it first the inhabitante were hesitant to move
intc the middle of the cemp, and en interpeter was used to
assist the movement. .8 the people began to move, one squad
entered from the right flank and another from the left flank
to clear the out-laying portions of the hogpital grounds.

No difficulties were encountered in assembling the people,
and all but those confined to their beds were assembled.

I met and introduced myself to the Vietnamese Minister
located at the hospital. I explained our purpose and that we
meant no harm to the patients. fe was most friendly and ren-
dered minor assistance in our search. fe expleined that the

—
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Leprosarium h’nbout 200 petients and ebout 2<‘uﬂitimn9,l
- persons lived on the grounds. Thes people came from Viem
Dong and other near-by villages to escape artillexry fire
because they knew the Marines could not shoot within the
hospital grounds.

Of the personnel assembled, approximetely 350, ebout
half were lepers and the rest villagers. Most were *mall
children end old people, but there were a few males of mili~
tary age present. Beoceuse it would be precticelly impossibdle
to interrogate all pereons, ebout twenty five voro sclected
for interview. These were the young males snd several others
picked at random. These people could offer no informetion of
intelligence velue and either possessed Leper I.D. caxrds or
reguletion I.D. caxds. They stated that they had not seen
sny VC for long pexiods of time and thet they did not know
who placed the punji stakes on the eastern side of the hospi-
tal grounds.

As ITT was telking to the people, the third platcon con-

ducted a search of the holpital buildings snd the huts in the
aren. Extreme care was teken to insure that these buildings
were neither dameged nor any personal property destroyed.
The seaxch did not locate eny weapons or equipment vhich might
be used by the VC. The hospital staff werec sgreesble end un-
locked soveral closets ocontaining medicine and other supplies
during the seaxch.

I believe the living condition of the Lepers end their
femilies is of some significence. Most of these pecple live
on the north western pertion of the grounds. The huts are
constructed of bemboo with straw or pine needle roofs, The
onimols livoe with the people. This srea is one of the filth-
iest places that I have observed. Flies were everywhere, and
the smell 61“ the ares is putrid, I believe any disease with-
in this erea could ropidly reach epidemio proportions.

. The hospitol itself is oleaner, but by our etendsrds is
still filthy. The floor of one building was gory and blood-
stoined, and sand was merely thrown over this filth. Bandeges
vere not burned, but ocollooted, end then buried. I oonsider
the hospitel ocmpletely unsenitery.

_The searoh of the areca was conoluded et about 1015. Neith-
er the patients nor the seerch of the buildings offered eny
real intelligende material. rrior to lewving the wrea, the
Chou Hoi was used to explain the rewerd system to the people,
They were also instructed to stay out of the TAOR at night
and to use only the beach vhen depurting or entering the Lep~
rosarium. FPrior to moving out, about 200 punji stekes were
removed from the eastern flank of the Leproserium and burned.

Robert R GREEN
CALT.  USMC
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