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Canmandi~ Officer, 3d Ba~:"Ilion, 3d MA.rines 
Ccmmandant of the Marine Clr".;Js (Code ./~O'D) 
Cann.nding G€lneral, }; Marine uivision (Rein) FMP 
CommP..nding General, III MiW 
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COtllt'land ~ronology for period 1Feb68 - 29Ji'eb68 

!a) 1>rco 5150. 2A 
b) FMFPr.cO 5150.8 
c) DivO 5750.11\ 

Enol: ./(1) February 1968 COI!lfftrtlln Chr0nolcgy 

1. In accardp.nce with reference s (a), (b), and (c) enclosure (1) 
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2. Group IV: Downgr "tile e.~, ~hrec year intervals w:!.bh 1',)cb,~si! ica­
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1. Dr.;S,IQN.A'lICJJ. 
3d Battalion, ~d Marines 

H&S 00 
'lU" Co 
"K" Co 
"L" Co 
"M" 00 

§Ub oro inate Q.~.!i~ 

CaPt 'Ii'. n. MllTl'HEWS 
Oapt (I. J. LEHi1ACK 
Capt n. R. FHMTK 
Capt R. ZENSEN 
CaptW. H. MoflillMS 

A~ Posl tion 
- --,nrTf;-"C" 00, 3d Tank Bn 

Seo, 2d ;~lt, "ll" Bt;ry, 1 at Bn, 
mil , tM(S?) t).',th krty(USA) 

It\'~ Sao, 1st PHi, "0" Co, 3d 
Tank Bn 

A-2 ronition 
--~II(JiTCO;-1st Bn, 4th Marines 

1atLt ,,,. 

1atut·.B .. 
1f:itLt F. 

GySgi; n. 

CrM"Al{T)J<n 
ThCoT:f:'"'"'W. MIIDSq 1"29Feb 

1-29Feb 
1-29Feb 
1-29Feb 
1-29I<'ab 
1-29Feb 

L. BUCKLE'{ 

M. GIEGEr! 
W. TAut 

L. JOR!!}) 

1"'4Feb 

1-21Feb 
21-29Feb 

21-29Feb 

27 .. 29Feb 
27-29Feb "'e taohment, 250th CMil (U~.A) 

Sec, 1a~ nlt~ Btry "11", 1st Bn, 
4Hh Aity, (USA) Sgt (Eo-I)) F. L. NW 27 .. 29Feb 

27-29Feb 
27-29Feb 
27-29Feb 
27-29Feb 
21 .. 29Feb 
27-29Feu 

3d FJ.t, .. A" Co, 3". Tank Bn 
De'~a6hment, 11th Eng Bn 
Ddachmont, FLSG 1 
Naval Gunfire Team, 12th Mar. 
Fro Team, Hq Co, 12th r~a'l:'. 

")otaohHl0vt, Sound r'lt, 2d Bn~ 26th Arty 

2. IJooJ-l'ti Ola 

"1=-29Feb; Qu~,:'g Tr:f. h'{)vinclJ, Y:rJ 17572;, (A ... 3), HVN 

~. .§t.Ftff _Dt.t tQQ:r: ';;,1 
E}x:eou t iva (1:~1' 1 001' 

~;'·1 
8-2 
S-~ 
8-4 

3 

M~j or O. V. LYl\ThT 1-29Feb 
!s'L;Jt :no C. Mf:lt'JHFiJTE 1-2qFeb 
1Elti;t A. L. '.SHBtmN 1-2qFeb 
}!Iljeo:' H. F, FIN:1LAY JR 1-:?91;'eb 
1s~!;~ E. U. LA"h1EH0E 1-?91i'ob 

r-WjiM~II-0~~~'r, "'[ffil, 
ten.-'-' . ~J)..! 

En,o:: 001U'9 (1) 
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Ni',RRATIVE SUMI'VillX 

The batto.l1on continue'l. to operate from 11-3 and Hill #28 in the 9th 
Marinos }.O in accordanoo with 9th Maxims OP Plan 2-68. "'ith tho 
completion of major portions of tho Dye-MEtrker project during tho 
month of January greater emphasis was placed ovor tho past month 
on both daylight and night operational Enemy imoming p;rtdllery and 
mortl'\X fires wore moderato. Ssventy-two mortar and 233 l:lght and 
~edium Artillery roun~6 ~re received during tho month of Febr~y 
resul ting in only 1 wOlln(\ of serious consequence. 'Ibis was a.ttri­
buted prim~ily to the fortification effor·ts of the battalion dur­
ing its or;,;r-ly occupanoy of the 1I"~ posi.tion. 

Jo'el::o:'uary saw a definite step-up in groUlli' oontact. }. total of 
188 NV A were killed by elements of the battalion Md ; PO'l' a were 
captured dtn'ing February. I'osi tive oontact with tho eeemy WI'\.9 gainen 
on 8 occasions, the most significant of whioh oocurred on 7Feb68 
whon Company "K" oontactod a. battalion size unit dug in on an 800 
motel' front apprOXimately 600 moters southeA.St of tho junction of 
MST{ 566 with Route //1. ContFiCt was made during tho oarly afternoon 
ann. heavy oasualties were initially inourred by two platoons. Com­
panies "Lit anrl. "M" ware cl.eployorl from the battE'.lion position to rein­
forco Connarw "K" anI! g:t'f)unrl oontact oontinuGd until a tMk infantry 
attaok the> i'ollCMing morning (trove tho anemy from the prima't'y pooket 
of resistanco. Tho Etc·don acc0unted for 140 eneTl\Y KI h, several "'ea­
pons ann Fl. largo qUR.ntity of enomy equipm(mt an~. supolies. night am­
bushes wore increaserl in strength from squFtd to platoon anrl in some 
CRses compMY stl.'tll~th. The increnso1 ,,,-t('eng1;h provide"t the "stl.'vng 
nOW"o:r" x'Q<).'lirod to

1
.oporfrbe as far as 4,000 metors from the 11-3 po-

si tion at night. hree sucessful ambushes We tr:i.ggered during the 
month aocounted for 21 NV 1l KIA, 9 ~nemy weapons and 2 prlsonors. 
Primary o~phasis WaS placod on interdicting ene%, night movellPnt a­
long north/eorth infiltration routos botwoon 1\-2 and A-3. It is 
plAnned. that tho scope of night oporations will bQ flu'thor accolor­
atod during the follOWing ~onth. 

A bRttaUnn opcrl'ltion across tho suthcrn boundn;ry of the Il1Z 
WFtS c()!Yluoturt on 16:F'eb6e for tho purpose of ."rooonnuissanco in force" 
of g:d.d 15710 Initial oT,t-ry to the probl=J,ble line of A.oplo,)"m0nt WI;tS 
gat no" unrlor iJ'.e Mvor (If n.a:r kness. Cont Flct was gaino d. Ft sh o:l.'t time 
aftor first light R:lcl (l<"'nt5.::t.J.o-l until cAXly FJ'tcrncon. iJont"l.ct bro­
kon, tho battali.on 00m.;JnUCr1 in its "1ission without further incinent. 

On 2@<'eb68 tho battnlion assUi-,cd Or'0CN of 11-2 anr' "C" 1/4, both 
of which ... ,ore fonnorly uncler ('()ntr61 0f the 12th Marinos. One ad.-
ditiol1c'll platoon from Inrlia Corrr:a.n.y was Assigned to A-2. The Execu-
tive Off ioer with R small oommand grou:9 WRS assigned. as r'l.efense 00-

or i1jnfttor of }. .. 2. 1l major portion of tho f~;11(.w1gg mont.!:!-~}_!._?G. :::::I 

~oo©rr ~\~~~~~[:'~J 5 
Eholosuro (1)" ... 
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diroctod to improving and fortifying the position. In th~t the in­
fantry units assignod to A-2 will be eng~i!. in improving 11-2 i!.ofen­
sos ani!. fort:if~(jatiOIi's;··o"aY1ight"" "activittes in proximity to .A-2 will 
b 0 ·cor1ductedby thE! Battalion eloments frem 1)-3. 

Supporting firos during this reporting porio1 reflecte~ a sub­
stantial improvement over ~h9 previous month. 

Continual oontrol problema were enoountered as t~ result of 
intermittent not interference ant'l. jamming of radio frequencios 
assigned to the battalion anA. use"!. by sw,:rr,orting a1'ms. 

Stringent oontrol over amqunhiion oxpenljituroa wns required to 
oomI~nsate for oritical shortages of claymoros, M-79 ani!. mortar 
amDO p,nl'\. han" grona1oB ware frequently 1"'1:S. 
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SEQUF.~~IAL LIST])TGS OF SIG~~IChNT EVENTS 

1. Combat Missions Assignqq: 

a. Basic Mlss'ion. To conduct missions in assig-rod al.'oa of 
opor~tions in accordanco with 3~ Mar.Div Op8r~tion Or~~r 59-67 
(Kentucky) 

b. To oonduct anti-infiltration operations in AO with spooial 
emphasis on internicting north/south infiltration routes, assumo 
responslbility for onlarged AO, to include outpost of Hill ,1~28 with 
not loss t1).e" two rifle companies at night; ~ofon;\ 11-3 am provide 
p:r:'0tection for oonstruction effort on Route 566. Reference: 9th 
Mr.~incs Operation Plan 2-68; 9th M~ines Frag Ordor #12 (Opn Ken­
tucky) 

c. On tlJ"ob68 attack at H,·Hour to soizo Objoctivos 1 thrn 4 
ann con~uct a physioal lir~-up with 2/1, Bwoep aroas enroute to an~ 
in the vicinity of tho assigno~ objeotivos; ~djust sUV)0rting fires 
f:com sco'u'c OP'a to 1estroy ono1l\Y porsonnol and/or positions. Re­
ferenco: Batta.lion FrAg Orrlor 3-68 

d. On 10~ob68 swoap aroa of onntact on 7Feb6S. Seize Objoctivos 
1 thru 8 onIDmoncing at H_Hour an"1 "ostray or oapturo enemy pQrsonnol, 
emplacomonts, oquipmont an"1 woapons. itoferonce I BattaUr"ln Frats 
Orrler /I-G8. 

e. On 161i'ob68 00nrtuct A. roconnaissance in force of tho 1715 
grirl SClua10 north of tho DW~. Reference: 9th M"I.1'inos meg 1tg 
p 061055H; Battalion Frllg Orrlcr 5-68. 

2. .§..:!gnlficant. OporA.Uons Conrluc.toq, 

a. !:Z;;:'...':6Jt - Inrtia, l{Uo and ~~ike Companies :plus 3'1 I'Jt (-), 
lie" G01.)PJIY, jrl Tank Battalion anrl A. oommanrl gr0 up swe-pt i':v'e west 

tOw8l"'d.·"Co'h;·'Ihitl'l'l. F!Jl1 litili",o.p '4' with "H" COl'lPal'\Y '..:d' Bat·~!l·llon,j, 10-'1; 
Marinos. 1) t '~his '~~mG tho 'tdnk pI at 0 ron joined "H" COiltpFl.ny an~ WA.S 

ohwY)erl to tho (\!,C~jN of 20. R.,ttaB 0'1, 1 at Marines. Swooping ele­
ments roturnur'l. to their x·osP.:Jcti\'8 r<.ofen::::lvo posl tion without gain .. 
:in:.!, onemy crmtact. 
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b. 1!.o'k.6e - What appeRl'C~ to be a routine s90udty mission· 
develope<'t into the tna~at erlRagemant nf the month. "Contaot Was gained 
when 3-1 Plt, ComPany IJ(tI, mOVing ~A.St at YD 201719, heli A. meeting 
engAgement with a unit of the ",'[IIA ,<t:!i extremely olose n.istance. 
Tho element of surprise was with th8 'NUl . and 9 KIA IS am 7 1(!A' s 
wore imlOOdiq,tely suffererl. !Jhe 2r'!. PIt, CorlPany "K", loc9.tod in 
olose p1'oximi ty, WA,S imrncrlip,tely Mnl!!Jittod to assist and beoeroo en .. 
gaged in close in fighting near YD 20172~. 18 KI.~' s and 10 WIA's 
wer~ immorliately suffered. The 1st Plt, Company IIK" moven to assist 
the 2d PIt. Company ilL" WIlS rleployed from A-3 into a blocki.ng po­
soitlon at YD 194715. Niko Compnny, with a COIDr.lal1d group de-ployed 
hom 11-3 to assist Kilo Company. 11 defensive perimoter was estab1!&!)­
ed to the southwost of the oont qo·~, Kilo was discl'lB'ag9r\, an" finally 
dr~wn into the Hike Company perimeter for the night. Lima Company 
returned to .A-3 at 2015B:. At first light, CO'1lPany 11J(1I J with a hG"1vy 
lIOc'Hon of tanks fr()m 1.-2, con1ucted a tank/infMtry attack. Enemy 
re sistancG was br0ken by 0830B:. Cl3,sualt i os were seoUl'ed 1lnn the bat .. 
tle area was pnlicod. The entire action resul tod in ~O KIA's and 
30 WIt. 's suffered anA. 1~9 NV'Il KIA oonfirlOOd. 

o. jOr~ - Lima enri Mike Companies plus a c"lmmanrl 6t'0up swopt 
to the B(\'U;_~1east t"l oloar an" ins))cct tho contact Ftrea of 7Feb68 in 
grids 1911, 2071, 2171, 2172. upon arrival in tho area tho fO)J(Mj~ 
W~8 note(l: 

(1) HastilY' }Jropared pOSitions aocolll'1<lt-Ine appl."oxllU"tt.ely 250 
\'v ·~uu W!\ were foum C;lxtoflrling frolll YD 202718 to YD 211722. 

~
~) J.pl'l."UlCim~tely 30 fighting holes were tounrl at yn 1q871~. 
3) Ovor 60 gt'aves were spread throughout the <:l.'rea. 
4) Two enomy kills W':'lrO confirmed. 
5) Expomorl AArl discarded equipment p,noi ft~'lf'lO plus the extent 

of propare1 positions indioatorl a possible battalion si:2'J3 unit w"s 
in oontn.~i; with Kilo Company on 7Feb68. 

(6) ·'ithdrawal :t'(1utes wore oriente" to tho sout!> .• 
(T; Furthor evidence in('lioaterl vil1aeers vicinity YD 211711 

trontorl W'"Yl,nr1en. 'Nfl! solniers. 

Swooping uni~s returmd to their separ'l'l.te dofenstil'o positions prior 
to last ligbt. 

d. 16Fe058 .. Indh ,J,nrl :r-~':'ko C(,,-:jl!lllio8 plus a. oommanrl group swept 
gor.<>:cf\.lly to thv n0l:'th ann. brtok th'u gr::Jt3 '1772, 1872, 1873, 1814, 
197,,, 1975, 1875, 1775, 1774 t t'.nd H73. Hov oment into position to 
swoop throU{'",h the a:t'oa b0UM b.l' tnc l'all:C·'19,r\ tracks vioinity YD 180-
760 anA. YD 1927 54 an"i erirl 1775 was oomu.cto~ during r\'1rkness. Con­
tpot in tho sweep ~ea WIlS gaimn at ElPln:ox:!:nately 0930 by India Com­
PFIl\Y. Mike Company WM moved in support of India CompaI\Y an'" gun-

ships Mi ""tillery .ul~,art W: calle d. Cont ·:;;J:nr~/ 1i',1~O;il 'COIf:[ifJ 
Enc;!.::J3urQ(~S'\JUc?c.,rJ",~(;-0 /r '.~: a 
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1'6Bultil'¥3' in it KIA's anr'1 7 WIA's sutfered 8m 25 NfA KIA's g,q,ined. 

~. Casualties Inflicted. on the Enemy. 

a.. During the month of Februa:t'V. 30. Battalion, 3rl Marinos, 
inflioUd _ the f61lowlng oasual ties on the enemy; 188 Nl 11 KIA 
(oonfirmoil),01 VC KIll (oonfirmed) am 03 PO'Jls. 

4. Ca~p~lti0s SUstainerl. 

F.h lITamo of SUrge em: Lt ~'!A,ltor F. mY81)~L'F.: 

b. Significant ~ents: 

(1) On ~FQb6A 2 members of Inrlia Co. ann. 1 member of Mike 
Co. were woundod by enell\Y mortars. 

(2) On 4Fe b6e 1 member of Kilo Co. Md 1 USN member of H&8Co. 
were wounilod by an enemy mine. 

(3) On 5Feb68 4 roombers of W,SCo. wore w()unrleii at Cam Lo 
Hill by enemy t!\()rt~e. 

(4') On 7Feb68 Kilo Co. suffered 30 kllle1 ann :SS woun~ed due 
to M enoT\Y' am'bush. 

(5) On 11Fob6e 1 member of Indi~ Co. was killed in aotion. 

(6) On 16Fol168 India Co. sufferoc1 4 killed Mil 6 wounded due 
to enomy aotion. 

(7) On 26Feb68 m:.SCo. sufferod 5 wounrlecl duo til en:lll\y roo­
kets in the rear area. 

TrY.!' ~)j3 ill 'IT.II i)()\<' MIll NBC ":BC KIhl.m~ 
ns-i:b J{,3 33 66- -1- 0 7 0 
U8~ 3 ') O? C2 0 0 0 0 
U'3M0 ()t;hors 00 00 0 0 0 0 

(9) There WM A, total of -112 il~ooulations given nuring the 
mC:fl-tih. 
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(10) OUtpatient Visits: 866 

a. Comf(lon Complaint s 

1. FUO 11 
2. LaoerRtlons 6 
3. Veneral Dlse1'\Se 12 
4. He~t Casualties 1 
5. M~laria 1 
6. Dental 43 
7. CollulHis 22 
S. Dia1'The~ 12 
9. Animal Bites 1 

o. }'ferlic'll 'l'rlinds: There Wt:lS no signifioant trent'!. during the. 
month oi'ilebru~ywHh the excaptlon thRt m9IAria was almost non~ 
exhtent. 

a. oPeON - 9th Marines, ,ADCON - 3rt M.qrT)1v 

b. 21Feb6a, assumed. OPCON of "Oil Company, 1st En, 4th r1r.rines. 

o. 27Feb68, Assumed OrCON of Glo Lim (~-2) Position, 

(1) Goneri'll. During this reporting period the kd;talion 
h'ls continund-:;C;bl;iJ.d up the J\-~ position. Daily reSU1)ply by 
holie opte:c ::8 sti,,~, ~be' },d .. --oJ?h means of tr~'13pOJ:'ta:id;Oll to 11-;,. He­
snPl'ly by mot;0r ·~i;h:,.(;.~.:l (:as ei'fe"'Jd on~e, but traffic;ubl1i ty ot' 
the road to ~.~;, is l:tmHerl and :':t is J:0t pratioal to resuw1y by this 
111(: .l.!1S. 
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~;., 

.. 
During this reporting period it W9.S neeeSBfU"Y, nne to limited 

resupply because of the wel'lther a.m. heRTY expenditures of ClllSS V, 

to use the 10 day emergency reserve ot Class I and V. 

(2) Cla.ss I - A dA.lly resupply maintains the regul~ sup­

ply of Class I at a three to five day level. Water buffe.los are. 

I1fto" in and out prim .. r!ly by heliorypter. 

(15) Class 1:T - '!here still remains a. oritioal Bhort~ onl 

.All items of individual equ,-pment 
Ba.yonets 
Gas masks and filters 
Magazines - .45 am M"16 
Binocu1~s , 
Ha.lizone Ta.blets 
Sa.lt Ta.blets 

(4) Class III - No problems enoountered in keeping All ade­

qu~te . supply of rOL on hand 

(J) CI'l.SS IV - Due to C)pertion J)ye-¥.srker no problems have 

been encounterer'\ 111 obtli.i nhlg Class rl itern.s. 

(6) Clasa t - The battalion SlU'P ly of. Class ". is ~iDatJit~ct .. at 
~. l'Il--- 10 JJOA. -

(1) The present at atus 1s considered afiequa.to on M214A2 'a 

(mu.les) for current operRtiona bu, our pr09{;n1: et:6LllS on M422A1 

(mites) is below normal operptiona11avel. This bl'tiitl;\lic!l is with­

out '1. jeep ambulRIlOO at this time. It hJ>.8 beon dendlineri a.t 3d 

Echelon maintenance for over 60 rl~9 .. 

h) Breakdl")wn of M422~1 (mites) 

( 1) TIE Q'i,y - 20 
('::. ('1. hr.u.1. - 11 
(',) ? -i. EC']31r m "Mr) '". tenance - 0 
( it ) :,'1 S-J he.1. on E~:.. :rre na.:v~ _ ~~ 

(5) C orIe "X" - G 

(b) Break'lawn of l:~~74112 (1!n.lJ_8s) 

(1) TIE Qty - ,0 
(2) Cperl'ttional - 16 
(:3) 2(\ Echelon Ma1ntenl'tnce 
(4) Corle "X" - 1 

(5) T@ 9t'1 ¥-9I'ires - ~ 
n'i ,", .. 
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(2) Ninth t:otel' Transport Battalion provides truoks to piok 
up t:I-l1I1 deliver supplies to the LSA for heliMpter resupply. 

o. Engineer Oesistanoo 

(1) 11th Engineers have assisted by nigging revetemonts 
for ammunition and lan~scaping the battalion area. MCB-5 provided 
a troncher whioh oompleted oOTnmunioqtion trenohes throughout the A-~ 
position. 3rt Engiooers ha.ve provided road sweop and delOOlition 
personn.el. 

d. Maint~~an~a Problems. 

(1) II shot'tpge stUl exists on carbln'ators and spark pl~gs 
for both the M122A1 and the M274.~2J front am reel.' oables for T!lUle9 
A.nrl cable le,,(ts. 

e. Ordnanoo. 

(1) lit tho en'\. of thQ month the battalion maintained the fo1-
lCMinR st>-ltus: 

~. 'ljE Q! ()I!.e12~':ttLoJll}! .?,r\~Sh_ il:lj)q h j~l{$U} 

1-1-14 Rifles 52 52 52 0 0 
45 Pistols 329 ~40 339 11 0 
ShVt.gl:·lB 13 8 e 0 5 on order 
M-60 MG 35 35 3; 0 2 
106RR 8 8 8 0 1 
}1~'79 ;6 32 32 b 0 
8 i 1:11'[1 MOl.'tar 6 6 e 0 0 
60mm No:r'tnr 12 12 10 3 bi-po1s 0 

1 base plA.te 
FJ.~e '1h:r.o\<ler e 6 0 0 2 on order 
~ 0 5 H()ckotn 32 22 20 0 2 FLSU ... 10 on 

order 
H~'16 Hifle~l 919 1072 1067 3 2 FLSU 
106ll{ 'Houn'liS 8 6 5 0 2 on order 

ge C5'{.ic j~·l/.c:~> NO;'18 

':1)0 M . ..![l:i.~1.El t;r. ati0..!l. 

f.l.. An ~:war"s ceremony was held on thG 25th of FebrullX'Y. The 
below.medala were prosenton tl') mem'b8:~s of 'this battalion by Brig ... 
adi.er GonorRl Horrman, l\ssistant Com"lal/l.e::, 3d 1-18l'ine J)ivision: 

1~ 
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Mrw 
1 19th Aw~q or Air Mena.l 
1 26th Award of Air Merlal 
1 Navy Unit CommeMatlon 

50 Purple Hearts 

b. /I, Utal of 3 '1 "urt f.1'~tials War!) helrl rluring Fel1ruarYI 2 GCM by 3rt MarDiv, an<1 1 SCM. Eight Cru.rt M~tiA18 are T)entiing. Nine B:-lttl'llion Gomman(\er's Office Hours were C(')mpleted ann. ~ ara pen-lil'lR. There were 19 CompanY Com~anr1er's Offico Hours oomplete~ an~ 10 Are JlOnriinr.. 

o. ~peolal Services provirleri stationary during the month of Februa:ry. 

rl. Post Exchange sorvlces were not ~va.ila.ble .to .the.batta.lion rlue to it be ing looatod at A-3, however Sundries I'aoka8es were distributed. 

e. Liberty was not allthori:tEKl duril1R this poriod. 

f. 'TJuring the month 2 officers am 37 enllstod Marinos rotated to CONUS. One off] cer and 23 enlisted were transferred as a roeul t of 
me'ljc~l evacuation. 

11. l'orsowlOl. 

a. Gains: 0 USMC Off; 155 USMC Enl; 0 USN Off; 4 TJSN Enl 

b. 1ossos: :; USMC Off; 149 USMC Enl; 0 USN Off, 4 USN Enl 

c. Monthly strengl;h (AverN\o) 

MC ENL 
1129-

d. NCdiLoaf/Gain: 

USN OFF 
2 

UC)N CFF' 
070 . 

USN ENL 5"8-

o. Emer~on~'y lOl)ve for thA month 0: Febru'l."['Y; One U')1,1C en1i~~od. There wer,] no HUlt1a.llitarian T~:f.l,nsfure c1"ct.L-:;,ng th(~ JIlonth of Feb'rual.'Y. Twice/t;,:'-ico w0unr'lod or reRBsignen outside of HVN ':lue to father/brothor in councl.·Y: 6 USMC enliste1 
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Thore were four Hardship J>ischarf'OB anplien for during the past 
Five are pen'l.ing. 

g. One man rotated to CO IDS for an ,hdministrative DischargQ. No 
Administrative Discharges ern pen11ng. 

h. 'lho H&R Program oontinuos to be a m~ar morale factor within 
this comma.rrl. ~ere were 8t1- out of country Rt-R quotas use~ ouring this 
reporting poriod. 

1. Norale is oonsiderorl to be oxcellent to outstq,nr'ling. 

j. Postpj. Services auX'ing the month have boon good. MAil was ~e­
livered to the forwarr'1 position by air .as available. 

12. I!1tellisence. 

The month of Februa~ was chcrrMterizod by one b"J.ttllli:n sized 
oontacto One company sized conta.ot and throe suooaEEful night am- . 
bushes. 

On 7Febo8, Kilo Com~any'B 31 nlato0n was movinp, ~ast at y~ 201719 
wben ong~,god A.t a rlietflnoe of lees thail 50 meters with small at'me, auto .. 
matic weapons, maohine-guns anfl Ohicom grenl1ri.es. Surprise was In favor 
of thn enomy anil. the loss of the Phtof")n C0mma.n!'\er A.M 1 KH I S in the 
flrat few mi nutes resul tl3l\ 1n oonfusion. '1(110' s secon1 nlatorn ffi"VO:1 

from YJ) 205'(26 to holp the third plA.toon but was ow,aged at YT) 20172~ 
with small arms, maohino-guns anrt. Chioom gr-cnanes. The 'tJfA tried to 
assault through Kilo two's posi ticn in a fierce five minutes l,,q,nd-to­
hand f1.r,hi;, on the initial eng~e1"\ent. Kilo two's Platf)on Cf")mmamer 
an"! two rA-r1io opero:)tors were killed alol'llS with 28 others killer'!. or 
wounri.ed. A!Jl enemy maohim gunner reportedly oalled "oorpsman" during' 
the ini tlal o~~gement. The corpsman was killed when he wont forwA.l'd. 
The enemy was a""rarantely selective in seJ.eoting tA.l'gets M evidenced 
by tho loss of two Plato0n Ccrnmanders, five rad.io olXlrq,tars fJ.nc\ three 
corpsm;.n. LiUl"J. Company deployed to YD 194715 in a blocldnc position 
and. sm'pris9d the emony trying to with'1raw towA.l'd lim ']bo. 

'ihe next mornint<,' p c()ori1.i'~ptei1. tank-infantry attA-ok bwke the 1 ast 
eneJ'llY resistanco whicn was A- 8m81l 1.'.13:; loft in p11'10e to oover the with­
rlr"lwai. of the lar(:e:..~ foroe. Pour (If tho J-TV II foun-l later had detonated 
Chico.~'iJ AA'aitlst their O1<1n bodies. II 8WWP of the battle area revealed 
tho enomy halt usc" hastily :prepe;..~ed positioi'lS to acoomo1ato 250-300 
:rN1\. The p()sitions wore org1'lIlized in depth oo'l;ween YJ) 202718 anrl YD 
211722. Thoy were 'nppe;t'er.tly deployed to h1.t t~1e infantry socurity 01' 

a reac'bi on force roacti~ i~ainBt a secondary attaok along Route #1 or: 

~t56r,. IM~II~;n ~~~cc;n ~'~ rrIm 
14 " .. ,,_ .. 

Em ... 0& ure (1) 
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The }l\T /; use'l. oommanr\ detf"lnated Chiooms along the trails in the 
initial ambush anA. moat Marine oasualties were as a result of Chicom 
{.\'rona/tos. The vlllqgors on th .. western sirle of Route Jl1 gave ai~ to the 
NV A eMusl ties am. burier! the bodies. One va WaS rf"lund ne~ a. (!:rftV'e 
with an E ... to01 in his hl3l1ri, M-16 r0unds on his body and An )1 .. 16 l!1'i~ 
neArby. Tho NV A routes of withdl-awal Were oriented to the 8'\uth and 
west towa't'il Phu ']ho (yn 18(698). 

A total of 113 l-.TVA KIA wore confirmed for infantry B.n'l. 26 were a.t­
tributen to air anr'l artillnry. Ono RIC-?, seventeen inrUvidual anr\ four 
at'ew servoc\ weapons \OTere captured as a result of the acti.on. 

On 16Fob68, 3/3 moved into the southern TJl>1'7, axea an1 began a sweep 
at first light of the 1875 and 1715 gr id squares. At YD 178761, twenty 
NIl; were spotted on line and moving south. The NVA woro green utIlities, 
helmets and packs. W08Jlons coul1 not be observant !ni.ia Company r'leployGd 
to moot the eneT!\Y and heavy contact WAS m'lrle at YD 183758. '!he cneT!\Y 
c~nstructod and camoufl~ged bunkucs. Some bunkers oovere~ tho approAohes 
from the rw.::road tracks A.lld booby-trapped Chicoms and 1)3-10 mines T)rO­
t'(lo·~ed tho trails. Heavy underc,rowth am trees provi~e!\ good cover and 
cnT'louflqge for eooTI\Y onipers while soroowhat nogflt ing the effects of 
1.,~f.1T!s, M-7)Ps an'!. M-26's. 

Snipors in the bunkel's anr'l treelinu oove:ren. tho withrlrawal of a. 
larger portion of tho NY A foroo. Sniper f:ire was aocurate and deadly. 
1~()8t fl':lflndly oasualties we~e gunshot wounds in tho UT)per body. Thoogh 
no weapons \Jere spottod, most sounded like carbines with only two or three 
,1K-41's. r:r.b~ area Is (,0vercit'l. wit;h bunkers and trenches, most of ...mioh 
aro old and overgrown, but showed ovidence of recent Oooup8.tion. 

On 1';'t"ob Gg the first of thrc:n successful night arribushes wus s!ll'ung. 
Twonty-f'ivc NV A woro soon in '1 colu.mn moving north across the traco. 
They wore ambushod at YT) 185737 rosulting in seven NV.II KIA. Tho e soap­
inrr enenw wq,s aga.in al"1bushoo. at YT) ~85729 r~sulting in one PO:1. ~'he '.I.'v­

rnainine enomy \oTOJ:'O engA,gen. three timos C'll tho south side of tho trl'tce 
wit't1 ud~nown :!'esults. The p"11'; stl'tten tl1at they were in a l"'.cdEvac 0..-,1-
umn er/l w'..!-Co returnil'lfS to North ViotnA.tll. '''hile s earohirl{r tho a;rGa the tol .. 
loVi.~ 'ULorrti!,lB A secone1 W p, PCY;! WA.S foun"!. am another N\T.A was shot 

oNl kilJer1. 'lhc seo.-,~.·-l nuocQoslul ambush was set in ftt yT) 190'100 alol~'S 
a tra.il thA.t continu("j no..-:-th across 'Le; tra~e and south to :thu 'l'ho~ 
The enemy harl j ll.st c:'Clssoj a rice PrQr"iy ~ncl stream with a woorlen bridp,e 
ovor ~ i, anr1 vTero ID(vine north on the -:';r8:'li'hcn engar,en. Eif,-i'lt NV II KIA 
were counted Ann. two 1~K-4 7 's were c:eptu::'ecl. OrJO :rO'1 Wf\S taken but d 10ft 
of w()unils boforo ho could 'be ovacu<:\'ted. All oaptu:rod ~Ar Was new. 

--- -- -.. -
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A ComPA.tlY 11K" ambush engagod an unknown size NV 11 unit at YD 197710 
on 24-'Feb68 and oountot'\. six 'JV.~ lC(A. II sweep of the area the noxt day.· 
resultol'l. in the capture or one POW, five 'Woep()ns and twelve paoks. The 
POlo}' sl'\id thJ\t he was in tho 48th Regimont, 320th :nlvislon. 1191 further 
stAted th~t he WFl.S lost at the time of oapture. 

It WA.8 ro-eq>hMized to the b'\ttal1on during the month that the enemy 
r0tains the caPability to ~ss It battalion size unit am prepFl.!'a Tlositions 
in as little as 12-18 hours. Evidence fur'thor supported a. prev!ouIJ theory 
that a significant portion of tho movement in AD is from aouth to north. 
Informqtion fttrther pointed to tho frequent oooupancy by the NV'1I of Phu 
Tho (YT) 1769) an1 An Xa (YJ) 1775). 

ENE1§Y GEAR CAPTURE1) 1 .. ~E~ b 68 

82mm mortar l."uurrls 62 Sandles Cpr) 
60mm mortar rounds 5~ Soft coveX's 
MortAr fuses 5 SKS bayone ts 
Anti-tank mine 10 leather ammo nouohes 
DH"10 AI' mino 7 Gas masks 
z...10 Stick mim 10 Cartrirlge belts 
TlTV A PRCks 3tl 7.62 :rourti'ls·, 
N\T 11 uniforms 25 NITA holrr.ots 
Nerl ieal (ieaX' 4 k.{ t.~' Bar ... il\S'os 
I.R-47 'li 12 NY f, bo"ts (pr) 
Sov:iot '(.6~ It. MG upn 56 3 Nlll "C" rats 
Soviet 7 .62 It MG HP-46 1 Rice 
Chioora 7. 62'31<'3-·~u o arb :blOS 11 Tob&uo 0 

Bolt action 7.62 ca:rbjno 1 Camoflae,"U dovloes 
Sniper rjflo w/3 power ~C()l1() 2 MosquUo nots 
Ammo rirums fn:!:' RP!.l 56 MG , Hussian watch 
RPG rour.ds "l/pcimcrs 4 RJ'G launcher 
Chioom gr.o;narles 76 NV ~ stretchers 
~K-47 banan"t 1"I"IgB.zines 15 Eati.r:p· utensils 
Chioom {!'t'onar'te nrouchos 8 Canteen oovers 
',Ta1lets 8 Kul.ves 
:ni8l.'Y 8 Jungle kits 
NV rl c~.ntoons 25 Ropes 
E-torls 25 Ink pons 
Ponchos -i9 T?--.8hliRht 
Hamnacys "14 Nv',i Compass 
Lellth·).::' bolts 12 I.igh:D:t' 
\oklb bolts 5 }jess kit 

11 
11 
3 
4 

14 
12 

740 
6 

17 
18 
18 

"360 Ibs 
G l1l" 

8 
3 
1 
1 
2 
4 
4 
4 
5 
4 
~ 
2 
1 
6 
:3 
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2 
2 
4 

25 Ib sachel oh~l;e9 
Blooks TNT 

Assorted IN A monaYl,.and othor mieoollaMous €!fo~. 

13. Comunioations. 

2 
50 

11.. Goneral. In February the Communication Platoon operated the 
basic rar.io ann wire communioations systems neoessary for tho battalion's 
offioient operation. 'lho most unusual ooourrence was the establishment 
of a oomman1 group at A-2 "rhioh was mostly mana up of oommunications. 
A new wire system WAS set there and a covere~ oircuit capability between 
lJ-2 a.nrl _~ ... ~ am !lOM' Ha WaS established. Also, rarlio rele.v network WI\S 

set up to acoomorlate tolephone oom~unloations between A-2, A-3 ann ~ong 
Ha.!ln a,O<litional radio net, a oonduot of fire rot, "'as also set up at 
A-2 to ooorclinate fire sUImort. 

b. !rainire. There were no sP~cia1 oommunioations sohools/olasses 
established during February, hcweV'er, there Was continued training of oor 
new ID38Sage center personnel. Several soleoted porsonnol were ra ... desig­
naterl arit ~otrained as radio opcrfl.tors because of the projoctei operator 
diffioultios expeoted. NOw wiremen are getting extensivo on the job 
traJ ning by satt ine in the new wire system at 11-2. 

c. QQill:r:unioatioD Eguipment st RtUS. Equipment status is good., por­
haps tho 'host its been in six months. Tho following oombat essential 
i tllU13 remain -lown: 

1 - mC-41 
2 - :'"1:' 3240 
1 - KY'-8 
1 - mC-25 
1 - HHC-83 

d. Trobj 'ms. Personnel problema will be resolved eatisfactorily 
providecl-trle:u"il.""uJ,x of new radio operat~s oontinuos as oxpeoted. No 
new BA-386 l,robloms have a;r.>ison sinca tho submission of a VER Crown 
Battf))"ios. ~:lO-2> "['.Jp anrl 'Ga;po nnten.'1a9 remain in gt'oat d~mand as do 
monoblocks for thO) ~,'-4?1. Tho si.1¥:~'.' groA-test problem still is the lack 
of :rnc-25 repll1coincm"i:;s 10r those 1.()sitl,'TIl3te'l. Code "X". 

~
.,.{~~~..a,.~"_---..},,r~ ___ _ 

~ 
. iGr',rP,l f: /~I';;-"'T .,," . " . 

. 
~)ijVlli) I H~"'\Z'-U; L: ,'1J';['1IJ)'U"11 ~'c c-- l'ul - frr' , 

I ,-/~.... l!:: 

:-:~ -"-----~----~"---, 
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II i:' C. \ 'I ~ , . : i i' I. ~ i 

- ' ... ' 
14. Weather. 'lhe weather duri~ the month of February was generally 
oold anA cl"tmp. Precipitatj,on consisted of a fine misty l'ain that was 
usually wind-blown. The IOOrnill8' fog was usually heavy enough to prevent 
aerial resupply or observa.tion until 0900 or 1000. Only one or two days 
WGro sunny and warm. !llho romain,Ier of the month wa.s usually weroa-st. 

Jrver8{J9 high 
Avera-ITO low 
Proclpi tation 

15. Fixe Support. 

66 
60 
1.2:5 inohes 

Average wind - 7 kUometers from NW. 
Jwerege visIbility 4 miles 
Humidity e~ 

a. General. The Fobrua:t'y period was marked by much impL'oved ar­
tillery support. The increased enomy aotivity saw a proportionate in­
crease in artillery support. \oJe maile nore use of Bcheduled preps Mr\ 
groups. On calls were plotted for all patrols and in most cases the 
observer made goon use of thorn. Resy\onsa time has improvert immensely 
in this month and we are now outt 1m 1:aOk on scheduled preps and be­
ginning to rely more on "on calls". 

Espeoia.lly go')d support Callle from 110",1/40. Especially poor 
SUP~)ort Oall'.9 from general support who on one occasion took 00 minutes 
to establish coumunications with an FO in the field for n mission and 
on another occasion took 45 minutes to refire a previously firod on call. 

b. PrQblem ilroas. At tho present j;ime "0", 1/40 has boen assignod 
in diroct support from tho 0 .. 1 position which for tho first time p:&.'uV"lQno 
-tho ba-I;i,alion wi th a d:troct sllpport battery that oan fire no~'i;h o:f tho 
748 grir:l Uno. 

o • .!lE.1 t s Pray i1i m Tlir etl....nnd GenoW_~Q!'j;., 

! 1) Btry "))", 2d Bn, 12th Marinos 
2) Btry liE" t 2d Bn, 12th Marines 
3) Btry 'fF", 2d Bn, 12th Marines 

(.~,) Hry "H", ~d Bn, 12th Marines 
(5) Bt;('y I'K" , 4th Bn, 12th Marines 
(6~ I'ltry "L", 4th En, 12th Marinos 
(7 ttry "H" J t1-th Bn, 12th Marinos 
(8 Btry "1.,., 3rl Bn, 12th If[t~bes 
(9 Btry"O", 1st Bn, 40th ",Artillro:-y 

(10) 1st 8", Howitzer Btry, )-1 }1f1)::Dl.:V: 
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d. Missions Fired. 

(1) ArtU lery 

(a) Suspected Enemy Positions 
(b) Prep Fires 
(0) Haoon by Fire 

~
d) Ts:rget llegistr'ation 
0) Final ProtGctive Fires 
fJ n lumination 
g Live T;:O:.'gets (non""V'isual sighting) 

~ 
Livo TArgets (visual sighting) 

i) Countsr-battery 
j) Night H-I'cI I s submit ted 
k) 0ay H&I's submitted 

(2) B1mro Mort~Jfl. 

(a) l'rep Fires 
(b) Praotice Missions 
(c) Tarret of nppa.r.tunity 
(d) Counter"lllortar 
(0) Night Dof(msive Fires 
(f) H&I's 

19 
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H8 
307 
32 
16 
3 
3 

15 
15 
24 

695 
30 

10 
7 

48 
11 
2 

327 

.~ ,,/"I~.? 

35" 
20 

(]27 
'54 
cj 

235 
10 
37 
2 
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(2) 81mm Mortars 

(8) 81mm N~ HE (m) 
(b) 81mm old HE (m) 

1
0) 81mm HE (1) 
d) 81mn Now WI' 
e) 81mm Old WI' 
f) 81mm Illum 

16. Air SUpnort. 

2,575 
o 
o 

81 
61 

120 

a. The use of air 9lppat't during the month of Fobruary consisted 
of IOOdica.1 e1lJ!'touations, :log1Btloa ani ~rt>Op helicopter lifts, recon 
overflights, aerial observ~tiofi, att strikes ani TPQ-10 missions. 

b. With one exception, a truck COrN0Y, tho battalion has been 
totally rosup"l!ed by air this month. Helicopters ha.ve flovn in over 
230 tons of BUPP Jy an1 439 troops. 

C. On two occasions, the seventh anr:l. the sixteenth, aerial observ­
ers ran close air suPPat't missions for the battalion \>'han it was in con­
tact. The air suppat't inoluded Huoy gunships as wall as fixen. wing at .. 
tFtCk aircrp,ft. 

d. '!here was an increase :in TPQ-10 svx'ikos thic ultlllth, uHh twonty-­
f':!.vo T:"Q-10 missions oonrluctf)d~ 

0, Air S'Up:lart Ni~aion§ 

1
111oRiBtiO a.nd. troop lifts; 230 tons and 439 troops 
2 HerHcal evaouations; 19c">mpleted far 57 tJ.'oops 
3 Ail:' strikesJ aJl /)0 pontrollec't 

f
;1r TPQ-10 Pli,S810ns; 110 requQsteq ann 25 completed 

. 5) krial observations; ~seCl dA,ily, wel;tther permitting 
6) Heoon overfliGhts; one flown 

17. AQ!,i,! giotJ":Joactivati ons/nedes!enatiOPJ'J... Nona 

10. Traj.n,i.m..povm:to Thoro was a limited. amount of 00mpQny training 
hold c1.ur1ne tho n).(lntl~ • .11' Fobru&"Cy 1u(' to opOJ'l;ttional oommittments • 

. '1'110 training co~luctot'l by tho c0mpanioe during this pOl'ioo st-:r:'cosed 
patrolling nnrl ron'bt;i.sH techniques" 
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,';wn" I 
Datta] Vm olmHwB woro hold £0).' H&'C: COIlIPa.lW ~nrl Ft"lootod por'sunnol 

f'rvID tho Riflo COIDl>anios on thO operation of tho AN/PPS-5 rarlar eet. 

21 
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FRAG JHT)M1(S . PAGE 28 

"Tab A 3·68 
.rfab B 4 .. 68 
-Tab C 5 .. 68 

/30 3/3 Engagement With Enemy Message 071240 H Feb 68 
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1Feb69 - lit 0915H, while on patrol, ComI)any "M' disoovered an wrl<leat:it'1ed 
eleotronic t'lovioo at YD 1907~6. Tho 'levice along with an aocotrq'JM1llg 
sketch was forwa!'(led to neg It 3 .. 2. kb 1020H Company III" found (12) 
6~m mortar roun1s ann. 5 fuzes at YTI 166716. The ordnance was blown in 
place. 

2Fob68 - Enemy ~ovement Was t'lotected by AN/PI'S rarlar sel at 2220H a:~ 
approxim<>.tely Y:'l 195721 and artillery mission was oalled A11<'i. 1lY>vement 
coasarl. 

3Fob68 - At 1450H (12) rount'ls of 6Gmm mortar rounds .:wero r~oeiverl from 
the vicinity of y:n 161746. The rounds iml)acted outsHe the perimeter 
of Hill Q28. ~ 81mm mortar mission Was o~lled with a reaction time of 
90 secoma. 11 ertillery mission was called. with a reaction time of 1 
mirnte. ilt 1500H 10-12 ~'N 1) were obsorved. <tt YT) 160727. An 81mm mission 
was fired. .At 152/!'H the ~-3 position began receiving 85mm anrl 105mm 
artHlery fire. Counter-battery missions were ml1ed with a reaction time 
of 90 seO'"ln1s for tho ID<'"1rt0.rS ana 4 mirru.tos for artillery. The incoming 
ceased. at '17oon. Thero wore 3 'vlIil non-merlovac casualties. At 18300 
01' Gold 'sighted (2) TN!. in the npon. lIn artillery mission was firo<'i. with 
goor'!. tR):'get .90veroc:o. 

1Feb6.Q. - 1~t 0600II (Jompanies "I'" anrl "L''' anrl "K" and a comri~n.d. gpoup de­
partorl the 11-3 position for a sweep west of the.A-3 position ann to 
link-Ul) with the 2rl En, 1st M<l.rines at 1028H. Tho tank plato"n (-) rle­
r1A:rtod 1:-3 to folJ ow in trRco of CompRny "K". The tanks oontinued and 
joinod tho 2<:1 Bn , 1stJ19Xinos. . 

2f_ob68 - No Significant. Evonts 

6'F'eb68 - lit 0810H C~) three bombs impacted north of Hill ·128. Bombs 
wore bol:i.cNoc1 to be from a friendly TI'Q run. At 0830H Comp;'ny "K" 
<'i.iscovered. 2 NV /) packs OClntaining medjcal gear ani un1,forms at YD 1777.~6. 
~t 1725H 6 JC'! 1, woro obsoi'Vod at YD 171699. l,n artillery mission was called 
with unkn own re sul ts. 

7Feb6'! - At i240H K:'...I(~ Company o!'«a;son a.ba·btalion sized NVII force rlug 
in from Y'I) 211723 t.) TI! 201'(19. '1'1':.:1 eng1:l,t;oment WI'l.9 charaotorizerl by 
closo in fightin;.-; which laator1 um,il nightfall. At 1 ~;OH Oompany IlL" 
\-'R.S rtoployocl. to a blooking JlOEd tion to en,;ag'G tho enemy along probable 
routes of w:J.thnr<'.wal. Coelpall;V 11M" 13)1-1 a comr~an'l gt'oop wore neployen. to 
assist Company 1Il{11 in r0ceivir.g casualtio8 fl.nil breal<i~ oontact. 11M'1 

ann 11l(11 Companios withdrew to a perimetol:.' 150 moters fr0m the point of 

c'mhct om sct in for tho night, [~~~~~~!!!J 

23~ ._ .. 
Bnv.L ,>11ll'O (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



! ..... ~ ..•.•.. ,; , " :'1 ' j' 
" " , 'I ,:i '.r,1 

'" ~ ',', .~,~-~~.'~,. 
SEW 

DECLASSIFIED 

6Feb68 .. Jlt first lieht a heavy section of tanks reporten frem the A-2 
position and a coordinated tank/infantry attack with Conpany "KI1 was 
conducted. The enetny' resistance was br.C>ken at 08~OH. lit 1700H all ale ... 
ments of the ba.ttalion had returned to 1\ .. ,. ;0 KIA's, 30 WIA (~dBv'ac) 
and 5 WIA (NonEva.o) w~e Busta1Md by the battalion. Fhel'l'\Y losses wore 
139 KIA. 

2Feb68 - No Significant Events 

10Fob68 .. lit first light, Companies "M" a,nr", tiL" deEat'tec\ A-3 to conduct 
a sweep of the area of contact by Company "K" on 711!l\1h8. Prepared po­
sUiona to a.ccomodate 250-300 NVII were found extending fl'0m YD 20271 A 

to YD 211722. flver 40 freshly dug ,¢evas were::.all'fO 'foona. Cne . 
NVA was killed by prep fires and found near the graves. ~enw weapons 
an1 equipment were found at the scene of the contact •• 

11Feb6El - At 1745H (2) roums of unidentified caliber incoming ware 
recoived outside of the 11-3 p~imeter. 

12~ - lit 1010H tho t-3 position received an ostimated 13 rounds of 
85mm artillery from an azimuth of 5800 mils. Hounds impacted at YD 
179719 re&tll tim' in 1 ~asua.1ty. .At 1226H 15 rounds of 105mm artillery 
impacted nt yn 175'723 inside the perinloter. 11 cratE"x analysis reve~led 
All azimuth of 5800 mile Ilid approxlmate ly 8000 meters. 2 WIll N3dE'vacs 
AIln 1 l.oJI~ non-FNac were sustainod by tho batt~lion. At 150ClI (:~5) 
J.'o)UIUS of (iOmn impaotml outside the wire on Hill !J20. No c"tsual ties were 
taken. fit 1950H the AN/T'I'S-5 ra1ar set detected a.. ,tracketi vehiole 
moving' south to east at aPProxim~tely YD 185715. 1he vehicle was also 
observod by a "11" Company 81llbpsh. The ambush reported the vehicle seemed 
to bo a tank well oamouflaged with tree brMohes. lin artillery mission W>;3 

fired with unknown results. 

,:!2feb6f1. - lit 144,1-H Hill #28 received· ap1)roximate ly 50-65 rounds of 60mm 
fire frnm an azinuth of 4000. All rounds impacted outside of the peri­
m~tcr. 1~ 81mm mort~ mission ~ fired at Yn 1507~3. At 1505H the A-3 
position :'-'eceived 64 rounds of 105mm artillery fire resultil'lff in 1 "lIA 
11er1E'lac. The MedEvac Was oompletod at 1623H. At 1740H while receiving 
a resupply by holicopters the A-3 position r.eceived 10 rOUJ~:ls of 105mm 
a:r.tillery fire. 'l'h0 h01ico!,'(jers were wnvetl off and no casualties were 
taken. At 2045B a ~:om]Jnny "H" ambl!,"'! (YJ.A2) observed 20 NIl 11 moving 
northeast on a tr'?J.l (1,})',)roxiffiE,tel;y 'l~O meters fr()m their position. A 
COUlJ1any "I" amb-u.lih (IA2) movil'lt:r east at Y~) 185738 wa.s alerted anA. estab­
lished a ha.sty amhush at YJJ 185738. ()orepany 'II" ambr.sh ervsaged the enell\Y 

[M~~ [jt$~~IT:~[[OJ J 
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after lead elements ha,'l passed through. SaTe (7) Nl A ~ere observed to ' 
fall. thils so arching bodies the ambush received small a1'ms fire 
fr0m its east flank. The ambush returned fire aM oommenood to 
withdraw and reoeivod fire from its west flank. Fire was return-
ed, contaot was broken anti the ambush returmd to A .. ;. Thl1 "I" 
Compan,y ambush receivot'i 1 WIA while inflioting 7 NV l! KIA's Md 
2 roo's. lit 21000 a Company "I" ambush (IA3), tnr\vi~ at Y!'I 
185729, enoou.ntere~ light oontact with an unknown sizod enemy foroG, 
This onp,'".gemont resu1te~ in a NVlI prisoner of ,,'are lin ambush from 
Company "W (Mfl1) engaged enemy elements on (3) throe oooasions 
wi th unknCM'n reaul ta. It was thoW!,ht that tho enemy engaged by 
M1l1 ari.I IlI3 were elements of the NT l! foroe initially observed by 
MA1 and engaged by IJi2. 

,:h1]!'..QJX)8, - ComJJanies liN" and "L" depal'ted 11-3 at 0600 to oonduot 
a scarch of the ambush site of 13Feb68. Ono l\1VA KIA and an WA 
WIA were found at site. At 10~H Company II}T' sighted 1 NV A at 
Y;> 188718 an" engaged with small arms, resulting in (1) Nfl! KIll. 

15Fe~ .. l.t C905H while on patrol. Ccmpany "Ir' roceived (17) 
round.s of 60nm mortar frC'm YTl 150130. Company "K" swept tho 
a1.'ea with l'lO{;ative results. lit 1155H (20) rounlts of 60mm oortar 
impRoted 01.,1;e1d9 of the perimeter at yn 163n5. At 1421H (15) 
:r'0unns of 82mm mortar i~pactcd at yn 165732, outsine of the peri­
meter. An artillery mission was called with unknown results. 

16Feb68 - C(~mem:i~ at 0150H elements of the battalion departed 
tho A-;'Y posi tion to make a rooonnai.F.lsanoe :in force of tho south­
er n :t1Z. lit 0500H 00l.1\}.IliUY "I" 1'0 porte d an unknown size cnar.1Y 
f():r'co moving towaX'd them from tho northwest. ~Jit OOcy)H CUlllJarw 
"I" Was hewny orgaged by '" force of approximately 30 Nllj from 
ooncoaled f:i{r,hting posi tiona at YD 103758. "III Company Was alao 
enGMed from the real' by several W 11 in spiiter traps. Company 
"M" was r1eployod north to CanpMY "I" I S rear to prevent eneT!\Y 
encirolement. After a[M:r'oxilM.tely (3) throe h (lurs of close in 
fighting C'oLl!)any "I" attaoked tho bunkors by fire an" pushed the 
enemy bflck f~'()m the bunkers a Buff'laient distn.nce to rotrfl.ci; 
casual tics. J\i:c E;t:l'ikes anrl gunships wore callerl to engage the 
retrcatil1{; OnelY.y. N"~Gr Mor1Evaolm casualties by helicopter 
the swoep oontinued <,.B l)lanned. 11 booby-tr@ was ~etonated by 
a Con.:,)any "I" ele''le!lt do y1) 1L~)75e l.'IJsulting in (1) oflBua.lty. 
The companies ro-:,.~rnod to the 11-3 posUior. at 18000. lit 2255H 
an (Ii' observed 1 'J-W.A dig,:\lr.:g i;', !;. t:.:enoh &t YD 1'(6102. l~n (ll:'­

tillery mission was fired and tl:o l~v P. was observod layin .off to 

::c~!~ ~f ~attr~:~t "!~: :;e.;~~r:;~~~~~· Tl~OO~n~~~~~fE[lfl 
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1]Feb68 - Six r"lu···is of inooming artillery impacted in the mine­
field at 1820H, the oaliber of tho rounds were undetermined. 

18Feb68 - At 1650H, while on Patrol, a Marine from Compal\Y' ''Mil 
netonated a mine at YD 162732. MedFNao holicopter Was cellod 
anti MedEvac was 00mpleted at 1720H. At 1837H, COmr'al\Y "I" initi­
Rted an ambush at YD 190708. Tho ambush was triggered initially 
with a claymore mine. The ambush th.en engaged tho enefl\Y with 
smell arms and mA,Ohine-BUn fire. .At aI'pt'oximately 1905H the 
ltmbush broke contA.Ot enrl st'1rted. to withdraw to the A-3 posit,i9n, 

returning to the position at 19t1~5H. Hesul ts of the contact were 
1 frienUy WIll non-svA.O and 8 NiJ A KIA oonfirmed. 

19.F~ .. At 0800H, while on Patrol, Company ilL" found (1) 'BIll 
bo:iy at yT) 192710. The NIl.A had been dead ePJ:roximA.tel,r 8-10 
hours an1 was belie-wd to have been killed by H&I fires. At 
0950H Comp"lny "L" received ioo6mitJp, a:r:-i;iJ.lery from a frienUy 
unit. A check fire was oalled; Compa.nY "L" s~f'rerefl one WIll 
non-ovllc. lit 1nOH Company "M", while returnil'l{~ to the A-~ 
position received (20) rounds of 85mm e.'l"til1ery fire causing 
one WIA non-evac. At 1430H elements of Company III" returnod fi'om 
a search of the ambush site of 18Feb68. 'l'he soa;roh disclosed 
two WA boUes. One IN Ii \HII died -'6Pl;roximately '10 11l1nu~s 
after capture. Two 1\K-47 , s and other eqUipment wero found. 

20Feb60 - Nu Signific&nt Events 

~1Feb60 - .At Cf(15II COInpa:rw "I" departed tho .Ii-; position to 
SWG0p e~tst along Routo 11566 to Route -#1 and to occuw blook-
ill\' positi.ons for socurity of a OOrN0Y oomit¥; from ')oJ'J{~ Ha.. 
Ono platoon of Company "K" in position near Houte #1 oscat:'ted 
tho crmvoy to the A-; position. Tho COrN0Y arrivod on position 
at 114C!'I and departed at 12;OH. No incidents occured duritlg the 
convoys' passago from Route .:111 to the A-3 position nm its re­
turn to Route "!1. 11 l:lght section of t;ll1ks from "c" Co t 3d 
Tanh Bn ~rjvod with the oonvoy and joined tho battalion. At 
2120H an "I" Company ambush rel)()r te1. s:ip,h ting 15 -20 NV A moving 
east at YD 194744. f.n artillery mission Was fil.'ed with udcnmm 
results. 
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23FQb6a - Company "M", while at ambush sites at 2305H in the viat­
nity of YD 191712.reoeivod roooiloss rifle fire from aPProxi­
mately Y1) 100701. lin a:rtillery mias:ion Was fired with unknown 
results. 

2ff}b60 - At 185mI eloments of COOlPa.n.Y' 11K" ongaged ~pproxim!ltely 
8 VO with small arms fire a.t.YD 197714. The enemy fled, no 

friendly casualties were taken. ilt 2100 H elelfflnts of Com:r:,~l\Y 
"1(1' !hi Hated an ambush at YD 197710 on an unkno'tll-s'12.ed emmy 
foroo. 81mm mortar and artillery illumination disolosed 3 'NJA 
bodics in front of CompaJV "K" 's position. Company "KII remained 
in position far the night. A searoh of the area. at first Ught 
disolosed 4 NI A bodies, 12 paoks and 5 wea,pons. 

g~Feb_~Q. - At 1t1.20H a resupply oonvoy from Dong Ha arrived on 
position. Tho convoy departa~ at 1500H. At 152~H ~iRadler 
General HOFFMAN arrived at the A-3 position to pt'osont awards 
to members of the battalion. The general departed at 161CH. 

2.GFeb60 - From 1440H to 1445H tho iI-3 position reoeived 30 I 
ruunds of 105mm incoming aJ?tillery fire. lb casualties WE)!'IJ 

tf.l:Ken. At 1t!40H Company "M", while on patrol, observed 12 NV 11 
at YJ) 157725. Company "M" 0 ~ase d the enemy with 60mm m':>l.'I;a1.'S 

and M-79's. Three NlA war-a observed running north. One of tm 
NI A juropl3d into a bom.b crater. A 3.5 r()ok~t round WaS fired 
and the round impactod in the crater. 

2P'Ob6fl - lit 120CU tho battalion a.ssumod operational. oontrol 
o the lJ-2 Jlosi tion and "C II Co, 1 st Bn, 'lth l-larines. 

2.tlJ'eb6fl - At 11~5H tho battalinn received inooming 105mm ar-
tille:z·y f'JI"O. he rrmntls impaoted in the minefield and peri-
motor. 1. c:rl::l.\;or analys:i.o was taken anrl the rounds wore re.­
cahect fr0m an aZlfluth of 6155 mils and. a distance of 8000 
motors. No c8sualties were takon by tho battalion. Com .. 
Pany "LII ~i: 12)OH disoovered (2) 25lb satchel charges, 50 
blocks of TNr aWl. (2) JJH-10 minos at Yn 165705. The ordnanoe 
was c'\estroyod in plftco. 

~E9lJ9.D - At 1553H c.ompany IIM" ff)ur.~ and dostroyed a steel roin­
iarcud burlk<'.l" at YD 190748. 1rt. '1537fI tho iI .. 2 position received 
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!IE 4D)U :RT'1W3 
~d Battali6n, 3d Marines 

,d Marine Division (Jtdin), FMF 
FPO, ,~an Franoisco, California 96602 

Copy of Copies 
30. Bn,-:.;",-~ 
A ... 3 Positi~n 
2Feb68 

(a) Map: Vietnam 1:5().OOO AMS Series L101', Sheets (}42I and 6442IV. 

Time Zone: H 

Task Org~nization 

CompanY "l~' (Rein) 
FO Team, IIC" Btry, 1/12 
FO Team, 81mm Mortar Plt 
8-2 Scout 
FAC/TACP rr'eam 
E~ net, ~"1 E~ En 
Sniper 'Team, Hq Co, 9th Marines 

9th Marines 

Compan,v "LII (- one platoon) (Re!El 
FO Team;-"c" Btry, 1/12 
FO rt:'eam, 81mm Mortar PIt 
~-2 Soout 
F AC/T 1I0P '1'e a,m 
Twi.J Sniper Teams, Hq Co., 9th MlU'inos 
One DI')g Toam, 3d NP Bn 

a. Enemy Forces. Soe current INTSiJMS 

b. Friendly Situatitln. 

(1) Dporation Kentuoky oontinuos and 
romaine unohanged. 
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(2) 2/1, located A,t ,'-4 will move on D-DaY' to a pos! tion 

in the genel'al vioinity of YD 152701 for the purpose of ID!3.king phys­

ical oontact ani liaison with "this unit. Kilo Company, 3/4, oon­

tinuos to opor~to from 11-2. Batteries uFn, 2/12 and ''1('', 4/12 will 

be in direct and goneral support respectively. (See Annex B ,Fire 

SUpp or t Plan)). 

(3) Fixed Wing is reql1ested on station at 0900. F~' swill 

piokooup artillery groups a.t 1200 on D-1. 

o. Attachments and Detrtohments. 

(1) See Task ~ganizA.tion 

2. ,~Aion. 

al Attaok at lI-Hour to seize Objective ,JI1 tt,ru #4 and conduct 

A. physical link-up with 2/1. 

b. Sweep areas onroute to and in the vioini ty of tho assigned 

vbjectivos. 

c. lldjust supporting fires from secure Opts to destroy enomy 

personnel p.nd/or positions. 

(1) }l"ove at H-H0\.lr from -the 1,-~ posil;i or. W'lth on", Quu!pal~ 

""j uJ:'v:n;ou 1;0 sei7..o Objoctive#1. 

(2) NW0 at H+1 with one company (-)(rein) from 1I-3A to seize 

Objoctive #2. 

(1) Commenoe movelWnt to 80i7..e Objective #3 wlth one company 

(-)(ro in) frOll! 1\-31. to seize Objootivo :i.lj. 

(4) lIpon seizure of Objective JJ3 end on ordor seize Objec­

tive :i~ with one oomnany (-)(roin). 

b. .C;..9.W}:la.!l'l....!'.!5:',! r:;->n~·"lot Po, ~rot'l"t',"l movomont oOT!lmonclng at If-l{our 

to s05,::,0 Objeotive :1/1. TJfon scbu:.ro of Ob.ioctive -¥1 (YD 152718) es­

tablish a pA.trol b~,se E-..nd be prepliX'od to con0.t:..0"C short range security 

patrols to the south/southor.st. YF\.tro::'s will be d~.epa·~ohad on order. 

Ensure local seourity elements an.';. 6\lid.es ar.) positioned on the lUCie 

of advRnce from the /1-3 position by H-10. f~&.\~0 IT.a:x:imum uso of night 

detection devices in this regard. Hold at nlQ~e Lino Purple until. finnl 

~iEllJ~[€il pm -.~~J 
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prepat'ation firos aTe delivered on Objective #1. Ensure thl=l.t guides 
are familiar with the location of the Objective and PhaBe Line Pur­
ple. 

o. C0!'D!?any "I". Move \:1 th two :reinforced platoons at H ... 1 to seize 
Objootive #2. Do not &llow forwP,l'd seouri ty eloments beyond Phase 
Lino l.Jhit. until speoific permission 1s reoeivod. Upon oonsolidation 
lif Objoctive :!,f1 and #3, and on order, be preparod to s~ize Objective 
!/4. Security elements will not proooed b~ycLl.d Phasa 1·1n:t Blue exoept 
on ordor. Be prepa.reCl to . oonduot a rotrogrado mov,oment to Objeotive 
.JI.2 aM establish a blocking position to cover the move of Company II !(II 

to 11-3. Bnsure the platoon left in tho A ... 3A positi9n is on maximum 
alert and ooardinato all movement with CompA.l\Y "L". 

d. Conwa~v "L". Move at H+1 from the 11-311 position wUh two 
plaiioons trel.n to se1ze Objeotive #3. Upon 'oonaol1da.ti.onof Objeo-
- UVel.JI-, be preparod to support or reinforoo Compa.n3 "IIt::'n the . 

seizure of Objective #4. Make m8ximum use of oonooalment ENtl.ilablA 
in the vicinity of Objective #-;, it. order to exploit the element of 
sUt"priso in the event the enomy .Bnoul~ resist Compal'\t "I III S seizure 
of Objective #4. Ensure tho platoon left at the h-~/) position cis on 

maximmn Rlert. Coordinato passage of lines and lOOvemont with CompA.l\Y 
"K". Do not pass pr.q,se Line Yellow without speoifio permission. fu 
pr~p<a:'ed to return to tho 11-1A position on ordor. , 

e. Comp~~.JB_Q.~crve ).. Plaoo ont') platoon un 5 minute stand­
lJy to }Jl.'ovicle infal"ttry security for tho tMks or Twin 40mm if they 
axo :reqUired to displaoe to Objective :ih. Also be proparea to move 
with two platoons on order to rolnforoo or assume themiss!on of 
ei'ther of tho attaoking companies on 15 minute notice. II oompany 
officOX' will b3 available in the 000 from H-Hour until otherwise 
ordered. "~aximum security will be exeroised on the ]l-<' PQsttion. 
Coordin<>te the .~-~ north sootor security l-Tith C0m:?aIlY "K".· Estab­
lish a. squM OP at 'YI11657"0 to be maimed f~· 0750-1600. 

f. 81mm Nartpx Platoon. De prcpa:red to support by fi~a tho 
l!1anouvor ele-.nent s. J~oni to!' tho Batt alion '1' ~iO 1 cO!1l"lencing !l-i. 

g. ~[lnk PlAtoon. Be prepared' to support by fire. If reqUired 
b e prcparodto-;~~;C~ on order, on the HSR to Objective ;//1 to provide 
fire support with om .; ".~;ht s~ction frem the A .. 3 position. Coordin­
ate proposed routo ,d·~n <-on1p8.l'lY "M". 

ho ~~n 4~~~tioQ. Bo prepared to ~Lo~ido suyporting fires 
to tho west from tho il-3 p')clitiG1 fo).' the tnnnOuvO'r: aloeont~. Also 
bo prep~od to displace to Objoct;ivo fh to provido CJ.ORC in support­
ing firos. Coordinttte proposed route with C;ompan.Y ·'iili • 

~~~~~$£~W~~~J 
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1. 106RR Platoon. Be propar.:)d to supnort by fire tho IDMouver 
oloment or to displaoe one seotion forward to tho vioinity of Obj­
eotive .fJ1 to oxtend ('Ureot fire support ~s required. Coorclinate 
proposor1 »oute to CompeJ'\Y' ~'M". 

j. Engineer Detachments. lTovifle on0 detachment of oombat en­
gineers to Compal'\Y 1I}{'1. htt ach one enginoor . ewoop team to Company 
"Mil to ewr"10p the MSR bewteen A-~ and Objective .1~1 wi th the F.l.dvanoing 
infantry fleoU:dty in the event tanks or 'P.win 4()mm M''''s are nispl~ed 
forwArd. Coordinate with Commanding Orf'icer, CompB1\Y 11M". 

k. CoardinRting Instruction~. 

(1) D-D~ - 4Feb68 
( 2) H-Hour .. 0600 

f
3) LD - cuter wire /)-3 an~ A-311 
4) lIrrival at all. pha.se lines anrl objectives will be reporte1. 
5) Units will hold up at f),ll ph~se lino,s until otherwiso 01'­

derod. 
(6) Ensure all units are briefed as to the lOcation of friend­

ly units J in particular 2/1 movor.lent east from 11-4. 
t 7) Stross the conoept o£ .mutual suppo:rt ann do not allow 

emaJ 1 sizo units to 'bocomo separated from parent unit. 

1. EmphaRis light anrl noise disoipline during initiAl movemont. 

m. Reference Points - Colleges 1570 e.nd Soaps 1711 anrt Ranks 
1974. 

n. '!hero arc no f1' iend Iy 01 villA-ns in tho !3l' ca, rog<>r<\ all movo­
ment to moT as enemy. 

O. 80001'0 avenue of approa.oh near the line o£ 1epfa.'turo prior to 
oommenoing I{t~;ack. 

p. All hAnds wlll dig fighting pOSitions on the assigned po­
sitions. 

a.. Ensure n,J.l sql',/i,s ~G Gquippod with couplete pyro and demo 
b~s. 

b. 1111 hands vrill cacry E-tools, gns ill/181m, two oMteons, Tlo 
weap on anr\ nor1I1Rl eqUipnlGn~. B.'I of amr:;o ant'! ona inlivlf~ual l'loal. 

[!OOfGU\$~llif~~IDJ -I' 
--------.. -... --.---~--
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o. Casualtip.s requiring immediate evacuation wlll be MedEvaoad 
from the rifle oompany positions. If the tactioal eituatioo will not 
permit. e~h oomma.mer will ensure he has a plan for evaouation of 
oasualtios to a more secure LZ fOD evaouation. 

5. Commanr'l and Communications. 

a. '!he Oommand Group ".fI" will move with Ooopany "K". 

b. Ren smoke .. Ehe~ oontact 
\VP .. Enemy position 
Y01' ow or Groen smoke .. IJZ or frion1ly positions. 

R. F. FINDL1.Y JR 
Maj or, U. S • MlU:'j n<:> Corps 
3-; 

J. 1!{. MAISH 
Lioutona.nt Colonel, U •. 8. NA):lnl"> 00 1'1'0 

COUlnll1J)l'I.i ng 

~~~~~~!~_~[roD 
Im.~ 
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hm.rq:x II (OPJ§U,'T.'ION OV"RL!',Y) TO FRhO ORnER 3-68 

REF: (A) M~P: VI1i!l'l1I\H 1, '6,000 8'PRIBS 18020 8q~ 6442 IV' N 
('B) 3RD BA~ALIOJi, ,:e ·'HflRIll&S OP PLAN 3-68 
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HE flDQUARTffiS 
3d Battalion, 3d Merinos 

3d Mat'ine Division (Rein) FMF 
fPO, San Franoisoo, Californis 96602 

Frag Order 4-68 

OoPY. of ___ Copies 
3d 13n; 3d Mar 

A-3 Position 
9Feb68 

:r.Iap: Vi,..,tnam 1 :50,000 AM3 Series L7014, Sheets 63421 and 6442 N ~ 

Timo Zone: H 

Task 0rgBniz~tion 

~~l!' (Hein). 
FO Toam, "0" Btry, 1/12 
FO Team, 81mm Horta:r PIt 
S-2 Scoub 
F licIT ~,CP Team 
Two Sniper Teams, Hq Co, 9th Marines 
Om Deg Toam, 3~ MP Rn. 
Eng Dot, 3d Eng En. 

Cor1pany "M" (Rein). 
Fa Team ---.rc,fBtr" - 1/12 , " , 
FO Team, 81mm Mortar pIt 
S-2 SCO'J.t 
F lICIT :~CP Te am 
One Sniper Team, Hq Co, 9th 'Marj nes 
Ere tat, 3d E1'\'5 :Bn. 

1 • Sf tu Fl,i. ~_<m' 

( 1 ~ SC,c) current ItlTSUM8 
(2) SGO g.~i<'l :i.nr:ex file 
(3) hO ~i$::.:c(,,· sever&~ lWA nU#.: in 

Capt R. ZENSEN 

Capt w. H. M~J."l)AM,q 

b. Ii'rier;{l!,y, ,!"::l:.C2fl,.:. The ,ian~;, ~;:a:~ine=: ,\0 remains the same and 
OperRtion Kentucky contin~lOs. NljP-cent n:d~s and a~3ignod areas of 
oporAtion remain unchanr,e,l. Bat·~c:r::.es lle" f 1/40 (USll) p.nd flF", 1/12 
wiD bo in direot sUJ:nort. ])0' S Wl'l f:L:~;:!rl 1dng will be on call. 
Thore will be no echcdulc:1 fixes, and p:t'?:,:, 1 ires n call. A 
'l'PQ strike will be pla.nned on Objeotive 4 on D+1. r,or.:~rp?,'0, i::''f'~r:'''n:;''. 

, "''''~ .'·,i'\i~i;,'. 'I ".:,,/Jp I .. ' y \;,-,'.: :!l_~.:,tYJ 
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o. Attq.chmcmts and De.i;Mhmonts. 

(1) Remain the S~ 
(2) Refer to Task Oreanlzation 

2. lfissj.on. To swoop area of oontact on 1Feb68. Seize Objectiv~s 
#1 thru "#8 oom"1enoing at H-Ilool' antl rlestroy or capture emmy person­
nel, emplacements and equip:lent!wea;pons. 

3. Exeoution. 

a. gonoept of Qp8ratio~ 

(1) Seize Objoctivos #1, #2, //5 and #7 ,,,ith one reinforced 
company from the 11-3 position. 

(2) Sci~ Objectives ;12, lkl, flfJ an1 :1/:8 with one reinfiroed 
company from thofJ-31l (Hill #28) position. 

(3) Objoctive #2 wUl bo seized in numerical sequence in 
accordance with the general scheme of ma.muver. See Annex A (Op_ 
eration OIcrley). 

b. ~~~. 1rt R+15 lninute£) be lll.'epurou. ·t,o UOU1UIOllOO move­
ment. on order, to seizo Object! ve s #2 t !'f4, 116 and :118. Use 1m}.· H<> ~ 
ular cR-ution in the vlojnity of Objectivo 1;1. Emmy WR.S aightccl at 
091700!-I preparing positions a.t YD 193114. When moving from Objec­
tives If) And lfl ensure pGl.'sCJllnol are not permitted to searoh living 
nreas of villagers except with fJj.>oo:lfic perwj9('1ion end do not ex­
cecil the 22 NS grid line. 1\3 prepared to flrop a plA.toon size unit 
for 8. night ambush at YD 193n6 upon return from Objective ='Ja to 
11- 3/1. 

c. Compp.!1Y.....'1:!.". Commence movement l1:t H-Hour to sei ze Objective 
.fh. Position in ft daylight ambush at YD 191721. Use p&-:-tioula:r 
oaution pri UL' i 0 crossing between Objectives #1 an"" #3. Conduct a 
detailo1 s38X'oh of the area to the imP.lediate east of Objective 115. 
B8 prepa:reri to reinfoL'C0 or aSSUp.1El tho mission of Company "L". Pick 
up daylight aml::t,}l 'U.})C) , r otur n to the 1i-3 position. 

d. Comp[:!!1Y....'.:J.".~2:0'""<;.8.f 79 }. Bo p:c'oparod to fleploy from the 11-3 
posit jon to SUPDort or re:inforce either of t~1e attnoking companies. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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e. Compa.nv "K". Oontime normal routine and oomuot local se­
curity mission to tho wost of ~-3. Be prepared to diSplaco one 
platoon to tho A-"5!J posi ti on in the avant Company "I II is C-oployed. 

f. 81mm MCIt'tor Platoon, Eo prepared to dolivor oounter-mortar 
firos from ,A ... 3 or A-3A position and to support tho soheme of manouver 
by engaging targots of oPrortuni ty as requestet'l.. Monitor Battalion 
TJI.C 1 commencing Hoi hour. 

g. Donrdinqting Instructions. 

i1l D-Day. 10Feb68 
2 H-Hour - 0700 
3 LD - Porimeter, A-3 pCBitj~n 

pha.sls 
(4) Hovemont wHl be slow anti del1borFl.te with maximum em­

on securi ty and heavy use of supporti~ f:1ros. 
(5) AU lion oallll groups will be employe",. 

h. Report arrival at all objectives. 

i. Keop a detailed list of all equipment c~tured or destroyod. 

j. Submit SltRops (Nary hour on the half hour. 

k. Mam cl)ntinuous use of BO')UtS and fla.nk patrols. 

1. Be prepared to employ CS and LMiWS. 

m. Ensuro that excessive timo is not lost in the search of vilJneo 
aro'1s. 

a. .till squa1s ca:rry dEnno a.nd pyru br.ge. 

b. EnSLt('C 4 M!,1,JS per squ~d ~e available. 

c. Oarry m:l'fln.l arms anrl equipment, one Bt. and an individual 
meal 

d. rn-a:r:rEV'2.:il plP.':19 will be efiectoc .... ~y all unit leMors prior 
to departure which will bo up-'1-'1ted thrlJugh tb(l operation. 

e. MedEvac rosters wilJ. be carried IlIl., the Battalion SOP. 

37 Eno!!!!! (1) 
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5. Oanma,nd and o:>mmunlcations. 

a. !Lbo CQnl'!land Group Alpha wUl move with Company "M". 

b. The COll'J:!land (}roup Bravo will remain at the A-3 position. 

OFFICIAL 

R. F. F1l'IDLllY JR 
Maj at', u. s. M~ine Corps 
S-3 

J. yr. MARSH 
Lieutenant Colonel, u. s. ~ine Corps 

CommAAding 

.-Enolosuro (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



:.r 
t:.-

/ 
I 

/ 

o(~> 

\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

--.-
;Q~; 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 

_.-_.- 1'"\ .,0 .... ---_ ........ _----- ) 

i 

c~ 
) 

/ 

jjS £ 



DECLASSIFIED 

HEJ.:)QUARTERS 
3d Battalion, 3d Marines 

3d Marine Division ~Roin) FMB' 
FPO, San Franoisco, Cf'~1ifornia 96602 

Frag Order 5 -68 

Copy ___ of ___ Copies 
3d Bn, 3d Mnr 
A-3 Position 
15Fob68 

Nap: Vietnam 1 :50 ,000 AM~ 'Sories L7014, Sheets 6342I anA 61.-12lV. 

Time Zone: II 

Task OrganizAtion. 

~mpa11Y II Til (3e in)... 
) Team, "G" Btry, 1/12 

FO Toam 81mm Mortar Plt 
8-2 Scout 
p'lIC/TfiCP Team 
~~O Sniper Teams, Hq Co, 9th Marines 
One Dog To am, 3d MP Bn. 
Erg Dot, 3n Eng B~. 

QQ.l.!WJmY.. IIM" (Roin). 
FO Team, ,'Oil Btry, 1/12 
:FD Team, 81mm Morte;!? PJ. t 
S-2 Scent 
FAC/TACP TaRIn 
Ono Sn:l.por Team, Hq Co, 9 th Ha'l:'lne s 
One Dog Team, 3rl 111> Bn. 
Eng Det, 3d Eng Bn. 

Company \I LII D~Qinl. 
1"0 Team, "Gil Btry, 1/12 
F() ToaTi,~ 8-lmm :r.~ortar Pl t 
8-2 SC0Ut 
F AC/T ~Cn ~loa!'1 
On8 Snipal' ~'oalJ, '-T:j 00, 9th l'Ie.rinw, 

1. S;tuat io,!!.. 

( 1) Rofer to current IN'l'SUHS 

4.0 

DECLASSIFIED 

Capt W. II. Mcl.DAMS 
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"."T 
(2) :lief&r to current INT8T™S 

(3) On 27Jan 1I0's reported sighting well use~ trails an~ 
heavily fortified bunker complexes at YD 165749. Fresh bunkers and 
tronohos wore also sjghted. on 251 an by 1.0' s at YD 176756. Several 
sig-hUngs and intelligence reports have confirmed enemy personnel 
operating in 1775 ann 1776 grin squares. There is no indioation 
of MY major ut'i.ts presently in tho arer:t. Rocent intelligence 1'.'0-

pm-ts indioate. an NV A :t'0supply oolumn will A.ttompt to movo .from An 
Xa across the AD on 11-12Feb6S. 

b. Friemly Forces. Tho 9th M'"l!'ines 110 romains the same and 
Opor~t:i.on Xentuoky oontinues. 2/1 continuos to operata in 11-4 }.O 
on tho western flank, and 11K" 3/4' OPCON to 12th Marinos oonducts 
screening and seourity missions from 11-2. 0-9 operating from 0-1 
will bo in direct sUPPJ;:rt a.s well as "FI!, 2/12. "KI! 4/12 will fire 
in genorql support north of the 14 grid if required. 

2. Hi~l1' Conduot a reoontJ,oUssa,nce in force of the 1775 grid 
squaro north of the Ir1Z. (Rofor 9th M~rines msg dtg P 061~5H). 

3. ~eoutl0n. 

a. COn9_opt of Qperatl.9!!. 

( 1) SecUt'9 check :points 1.12 thru :II? with not less that oro 
sqUA.~ (rein) on D ... 1. 

(2) llt H-Hour lilCWO with one c01!1pany (rein) from each of the 
11-; and 11-311 :positions. renrlezvous at CP '/14 aM cont:i.nue to the 
:probablo line of de:ployment for a coordinated attack of Objeotives 
~~; thru 1/6 at first light. 

(3) 8ocuro Objective #1 on D--1 Ur!rlor the cover of r'lF.CCknoss 
with one roirJforc0rl plqtooh. 

(I;.) ;X.JUTO Objective 91J2 with ono (\ompatW (-)(roin) at H~4~ 
ann establish a blocldng position to ~~~'pport the seizure of Objec­
tivos #3 thru #{.. 

(5) Movo mit:;:.:' tl:c cover of "".ac·knoss at H-Hour with two 
cornp8J1ios (rein) u~-one tho Msier-oft routo of r.llivR.r.ce to secure tho M­
signed PI.D at n+4~' On OJ.."jer tcc': '(.'-',0 b:Lookins companies will at-
tack j n a southwesterly dixcctioJl to eec;u-r.e Objectives 113 thru #6 
within their assigned zones of action in tho sequence indioated. 

[ii~~~~~_~W J 
·41 fl1r 
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,.,n, 
b. COIDrwY ilL". Seize Objective #1 with one reinforced platoon 

a.t H...s (D-2. Mwo from A"'3!1 at H-4t to seize Objective #2. Be 

propared from this position to conrluct short range (200 meter) so­

ouri ty patrols and establish posl tiona from whioh the anvanco of 

tho a.ttaoking oonpanies can be observed and..jor coveren by fire. 

Ensure personnel do not advAlloo beyond the limits of Objeotive #2. 
130 prepaTed to reinforoe, suppat't or AS sum 0 tho mission of either 

Compat'\Y "1" or "WI. Upon seizure of objeotive plan to diep1aeo 

fm-wal"d the reinforood. pla.toon occupying Objective #1. Assist in 

tho adjustment of ~tillery fires on Objectives !M thru #6, in 

olose ooordin~tion with the adjaoent oompanies.Be prepared to 

wi thrlraw from Objeotive #2 on order to the A-3A pOsition. 

o. 90mpany "I". Be prop~ed to move unrler the oovor of da;rk.,. 

ness from AM;A position to tho battalion rendezvous point a.t H-Rour. 
Sooure the nxis of advanoe with ambush patrols on D-1 at YD 19;146, 

YD 191140 and a.t YD 18713;. Ambush will also, in oonjunotion with 

their normal mission, furn~ah guirlos for night movement enroute to 

the PIJ). P.reoeea Company "M" to the l>LD Ahrl. consolidate tho north .. 

wost hatf of the PL"D. On order move from the PIi~ to seize Objoctive 

:/14. ConsU tute an eileCluate reservo to covor the exposer'\ right 

flank anrt mAl<e extonsivo use of on-call groups as blooking fires in 

this SAJlle connection. 130 pI'<:pr;red upon seizuro of Objootive #4 to 

support Co~any "Mil in tho saiture of Objective:ll:5. On order swoop 

along the north flank of ComPFU\Y "M' to seioz:o Objective Jt6. Estab­

lish A. blooking position on Objeotive #6 to oover the roturn of 

Company ""W' to A-3. On at'der return to -posi tion at A-3. Coordinate 

th() defense of tho A"'31i posi Hon with Oompany "K" an". "L" prior to 

D-DE'.y. Loave one sqund on position OPCON to OompaJW "K" for f\.efense 

of 1.-3A. For initial movement and soh-ure of Objective !M. function e.e 

.Base Compal\Y. 

d. COIDP?,ny "WI. Bo prepared to move unf\.er tho c'over of '1ary..nees 

a,long tho a8s:i.gnod ads of arlvance to tho bb.t.talion -rendezvous point. 

Socure tho axis of ndvance between the 11-; posi tion anll tho renrlez­

vnug point w.t ~h fI.l1 ambush patrol at YD 189726 on D-1. vrnen physical 

oontact is g~inod "1ith Co:npany "I" continUe) to move in traco to the 

PLD and consolodnte tho SE half of the PI,1). On order move in a coor­

din~ted <,.ttack with r:JT1pany "I" to ~o:tze Objective #3. Hold at 

PhA.SO Uno Roel anA. tv pl.·e~)n;r.cd to (F .... :-.··art by fire the so izuro of Ob­

jective f/4 by COr.1}).<;,ny "I". Upun soiz.n.'o of Objective #3 be prepared 

to seize Objeotive #5, on orclo1", pJld SUPI)ort Ccmpany "I'" s seizu:tB of 

Objoctivo 116. 

.42 
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e. Compa.ny "K". Move one reinforced platoon to oocuPY posi­

tions as indicated to be neoess~ for the defense of A-~A. Be 
prepared to assume the r1efense of the Compal\V ''M'' sector with om 
platoon commencing at H~oor. The heMquarters w111 be assigmd 'b1 
name to the OProN of Company "K". 

f • B1mm M:lrtar Platoon. Displace one section of mort~rB far­
ward to the A-3A position. Be prepared to rleliver soheduled and on­
eall missials in accordance with the fire support plan. Ensure not 
less than BOO rouMs are available on position in addition to the 
normal supply held on that position. MOnitat' the Battalion TAO 88 
well as the oonduct of fire net oommencing H ... 2. 

g. lo6RR Platoon. Be prepared to support the attack of compalV' 
"L" on Objective #1 ani to deliver fires as required in the 1614 
grid, as roquestet by the attacking compal'\Y conrn~ers. ' 

h. Coardina,t1ng Instructions. 

( 1) D-Day .. 16Feb6e 
(2) H-Ho.n- .. 0200 
(3) Line of ~parture - Frianily wire 
(4) A11 units will ensure personnel are briefoo e..'J totha known 

presence of booby trat>s in the objeotive aroas. 
(5) Companies will provide continual suppod to an attacldng 

OOtIlIH:lX(Y' only wen sPtlcifioal1y requeetOO.. 
(6) !hsum Ll1 ~ws are carrie'" and used to the maximum "agree 

oonsistq,nt with sup;>ly arrl the t~ctical situation. 
(1) Repad errival at all check pomts, phase lines anri ob­

jectives. 
(B) Reference points: Girls Names; 1974 
(9) Nisht mOV'ement will be in oolulIn yUh (fUn j dlin-'i llilOUL' J.t.T' 

halts to nllO\<l fen: the use of, soouts ani flrulk }Jatrols. 
(10) Ensure all person~e1 are briefe~ as to the location of 

frienIly units. 
(11) l;ro diviation from genere11:outes will be ma1e without 

speoific a;prroval of the 8-30 
(12) Ensure all personnel dig fighting holes in static posi-

tions. 
(13) ,A slow l'A.~ (;'ol1S'!:PJrt rate of movement will be maintldned. 
(14) Each U'.!~ wE: placu a ,j:l8"!(3 of white tape prom1nately 

displAYed on the rear of his helmet. 
(15) Night noise anr'l_ l~ r.r,t r_::"s01pline will be maint",.ined. 
(16) Make maximum use of ~tille:;.·y and naval gunfire support 

throughnut the 'operation. 

En!!!!-(1) 
---------------------
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• - (17) Comuct a. thorough searoh of the zone of e,otion. 
(18) Keep tieta.l101 notes on gear reo overed ani terra.in. 

4. ~dm1n1stration ~~ Logistics. 

a. h LZ for evaouation of casualties will be estJlhlished on 
the .li..31l position ann litter bearSt's wUl be predesignated by the 
S-3B. 

b. All handa will CB:rry two irrlividual neale and normal equip­
ment. 

c. :Ensure stretchers are carried by each platoon. 

d. It is unlikely, except under the mst severe conrUtions, that 
MedENaos ma,y be completed ~:rom the fcrward positions, 8a.m company 
will pretiesigMte 11 tter bearers nown to the squad level. 

5. Comr-:and an"!. Communication:;J.' 

a. The CoillnanA_ Group "A" will move with CompalU '''''. 

b. Tho COIIIItann Group liB" will remain at the A-3 position. 

OFFICTAL 

R. F. FINDI'i\Y JR 
Major, TJ. S. :'!m-tne Corps 
8-3 

J. \'i. MARSH 
Li<ntenant Colonel, U. S. I!H:L'ine Co~'P8 

Conmandlng 
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• 
WITH1?RAW CASUALTIES. FM-L WAS BE!r~ TO A-3 POSIT AT 072015H 

FM-K WAS WITHDRAWN TO THE INTER PERIMETER AND DUG IN POSITIONS. 

HEAVY NIGHT DEFENS:EVE FIRES WERE DELIVERED AROUND THE PERIMETER, 

THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT, AND AT FIRST LIGHT A ~VY SECT~OF 

TANKS REPORTED FROM A-2 TO FM~ IN A COORDINATED INFANTRY 

ATTACK WITH FM-K • 'THE ENEMY RESISTANCE WAS BROKEN AT 

080830H, CASUALTIES WERE WITHDRAWN FROM THE VILLAGE AT 

YD 211723 HELO MEDEVA CED AT SU CH TIME, AND THE BATTLE AREA 

WAS POLICED. FM-K WITHDREW AND FM-M WAS DEPLOYED TO YO 202118 

TO RETRIEVE 9 KIA'S REMAINING AT THAT POSITION. TANKS WERE 

UTILIZED TO RETURN 27 KIA'S TO A-2. THE ENEMY WAS APPARENTLY 

DEPLOYED TO HIT TEE INFANTRY SECURITY OR REACTION FORCE 

DEPLOYED TO REACT AGAINST A SECONDARY ATTACK UNDER THE MSR. 

THE ENEMY UNIT WAS HELL EQUIPPED, BUT ONLY 2 PACKS WERE FOUND, 
IN 

THE F..NEMY FORCE LE~_ CONTACT AT YD 201723 WAS APPARENTLY 

A UNIT LEFT IN PLACE TO COVER THE WITHDRAWAL OF A LARGER UNIT. 

4 NVA WERS FOUND IN HOLES WHO DETONATED CHICOMS AGAINST THEIR 

OWN BODIES AS OPPOSED TO WITHDRAWING, WOUNDED PERSONNEL WHO 

COULD NOT BE lvITHDRAWN AT YO 201723 REPORTED ENEMY WERE RETRIEVING 

15 TO 20 BODIES (EN) UNDER THE COVER OF Dr1RKNESS. ALSO REPORTED 

PREP FIRES FIlED PRIOR TO '!FE MORNING ATTACK ACCOUNTED OOR 

SEVERAL EN KIA. NIGHT DEFENSIVE FIRES ALSO REPORTED TO BE 

ACCURATE 1ND EFFECTIVE. FURTHER REPORTED ENEMY MGUNNER CALLED 

FOR CCRPSMAN DURING INITIAL ENGAGEMENT, WHEN CORPSMAN CAME HE 

WAS KILLED. ENEMY ON I~ITIAL AMBUSH PLACED CHICOMS ON TRAIL AND 

lOOE COlfJ1AND DETONA'1ED WITH STRINGS, MAJORITY OF USMC CASUALTIES 

WERE A RESULT OF CHICOMS GRENADES. ENEl-fY APPARENTLY OPERATING 
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IN VICINITY OF pmT THO, ONLY O~ SMALL BAG OF RICE WAS 

FOUND ON BODIES. 5 RADIO MEN WERE KIA OR WIA. (USMC TYPE) 

E. NEGATIVE 

F. 30 USMC KIA 

G. 30 USMC WIA (ME DEVAC ) 5 us:r-c WIA (MINOR) 

H. NEGATIVE 

I. 113 NVA KIA (CONF) BY INFANTRY AND 26 NVA KIA (CONF) BY AIR/ARTY 

J .THRU L: NEG 

M. 3 LMfPs/58 TYPE; 1 LMG/56 TYPE, 4 AK-47's; 11/56 TYPE CARBINES; 

1 BOLT ACTION 7.62 CARBINE, 1 SNIPER RIFLE 7.62, 3 Model 58 AMMO 

DRUMS, 2 RPG'S W/FUZES. 9 CHICOMS, 1 DR-IO AT MINE, SEVERAL S/A. 

N. 10 BANNANA CLIPS, 2 CHICOM POUCHES, 2 WALLETS, 1 DIARY, 10 

CANTEENS, 6 E-TOOLS, 3 PONGHOS, 4 HAMMOCKS, 4 BELTS, 3 WEB BELTS, 

3 PR SANDLES, 2 SOFr COVERS, 2 SKS BAYONETS, VIETNAMESE MONEY, 

PERSONNEL CORRESPONDENCE, 4 LEATHER AMMO POUCHES, 1 GAS MASK, 

2 PACKS, 3 CARTRIDGE BELTS, MISC 782 GEAR. 

TOR; 2200 3D l1AR DIV: 9TH MAR: 
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A. 3/3 

B. 071240H FEB68 

c. YD 211723 

DECLASSIFIED 

D. AT 071240H FM-K3 MOVING EAST AT YD 201719 WAS ENGAGED BY NVA 

FROM DISTANCE LESS THAN 50 MEl'ERS, NVA FIRED SIA, AW WPNS, MG'S 

THEN CHIC OMS • SURPRISE WAS IN FAVOR OF ENEMY, 9 KIA'S AND 7 

WOUNDED DURING THE INITIAL ENGAGE~T BY FK:3. THE PLT CMDR 

WAS INITIALLY HIT AND CONFUSION SET IN. FM K-6 DETERMINED PH1L~3 
. -.. ~ 

REQUIRED REINFORCEMENTS AND COMMITTED FM K-2 FROM YD 205726, 

FT-! K-2 WITH FM K-6 HOVED SOUTH TO YD 201723 AT WHICH TIME, A 

HIDDEN MACHINE GUN, SMALL ARMS AND CHICOMS WERE USED, THE NVA 

ATTEMP'lE D TO ASSAULT THROUGH FM K-2. FIGHT ING WAS CLOSE IN, 

HAND TO HAND FOR APPROXIMATELY 5 MINUTES, PM K-2 WAS KIA ALONG 

WITH BOTH PLATOON ____ RADIO OPERATORS. FM K-2 HAD TOTAL 

OF 18 KIA AND 10 WIA IN INITIAL ENGAGEMENT. FM K-l FROM lD 

205725 MOVED IN TO ASSIST FM K-3 TO WITHDRAW WI'JH CASUALTIES. 

KIA'S COULD NOT BE WITHDRAWN AND. PM K-3 AND FM K-1 WI'ffiDREW 

TO SECURE LZ AT YD 198720, WHEN MEDEVAC HELOS WERE COMPLETED 

BOTH PLATOONS MOVED TO ASSIST PM K-2. DURING THIS TIME FM L 

DEPLOYED FROM A-3 IN A BLOCKING POSIT TO SEAL OFF ENEMY WITHDRAWAL 

TO THE SOUTHWEST OF YD 194715. FM-L DUG IN AND ESTABLISHED A 

DEFENSIVE POSITION. ENn1Y WERE WITHDRAWING IN mRECTION OF 

PEU THO VILLAGE AT YD 175701, ENEMY WAS ENGAGED AT SHORT ~GE 

ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS ACCOUNTING FOR 32 NVA KIA (CONF). FM-6 

DEPLOYED FM-l-f AND FM-3 TO ASSIST FM-K TO RETRIEVE CASUALTIES 

AND BREAK CONTACT. FM-K WAS STILL IN CONTACT UPON ARRIVAL OF 

FM-M. FM-?1 ESTABLISHED A PERIMETER 150 MEI'ERS SOU'IHWEST OF 

POINT OF CONTACT WHILE FM-K MA DE A FINAL UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO 

DECLASSIFIED 


