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| PART 1 .

ORG ANTZATIONAL DT

1, DESIGRATION AOVMANDER "
34 Bettelion, 3d Marines ItCol J.We MARSE {31 Frroh
Subordinste Units
i H&S Company Cept F.R. MATTHHS 1 March
: Cept T.W., ARNOLD 1=31 Mgroh
Iniia Company Capt 0.J. LEARACK 1-31 March
? Kilo Gompany Capt D.Rs FRANK 1-31 March
Iima Company Capt R. 7WNSEN 1~21 March
f ‘ Capt F.R. MATTHEYS 21-31 March
Mike Company Capt W.H. MCADAMS 1~31 Mzrch
i sttached Unite
Light Section, 1st Pl%, "C" Co, 3d Tank Bn.
SSgt N.E. HOSKINS 19-29 Mgrch
Section, 2nd P1t, "A" Btry, 1st Bn, ADAy M(SP), 44th Artillery UsA
1gt Lt F.W. TAUL 1-27 Maxch
1st It T, LAMPE 27-31 Maroch
% Whiskey Btry, 1st Bn, 12th Marines
Cept J .M. STRANK 29-31 Maroh
nC" Company, 1st Bn, {th Merines
Capt 0.J. RTUNFO 1-22 March
Detachment, 250th CMR, US# SSgt A. ELLIOT 1=29 March
Section, ist Plt, ™A™ Btry, 1st Bn, DA MWSP, A4th Artillery, USA
Sgt ¥.L. PWRO 1-29 March
3rd Plt, "s" Co, 3d Tank Bn, GySgt J.R. WCCIRILAND 1-29 March
3zd Plt, "A" Co, 3rd Tank Bn.  GySgt J.R. MCCIELIAWD  29-31 March
Detachment, 11th Engineer Bn. 1-29 March
Detachuwent , FISG. 1 1-29 March
Naval Gunfire Team, 12th Marines 1=-29 March
FO TEMM, HQ. CO., 12th Marines  1stLi WILSON 1-29 Maroh
Detachment, Sound Flt, 2nd Bn, 26th frtillery, USA 1-29 M=rch
2. Locationt
1-31 March, Ouang Tri Province, YD 175723, (4-3), RVN.
3, Staff Officers:
Executive Of ficer Major C.V. LYNF 1-31 March
S-1 1etT4 D.C. V/RCHRITE 1~31 March
) _ 1st1t 4.L. ASHBURN
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S-4 18t Tte BV, LARFENCE 1=31 March

4, Aversge Monthly Strength.
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NARRATTIVE SUMM/RY A

The month of March ssw a contirued incresse in enemy activity in and
ground the osgtern DM7 areas. Bnemy contect in the 3d Battalion, 33 Marines
10 correspondingly imcreassed during the first half of the month. Heavy
contact was gained on four occasions during the period 1-16 March. Three
of the four contacts involved NVA units of estimated battalion strongth.
NVA units engaged during this period were not only stronger in number
than those previously encountered by this unit durirg Creration Kantucky
but were extremely well armedr and equippeds On three occasl.ons friendly
eloments wore subjected to heavy -volumes of adjusted artillery firo., This
was the first occasion requiring the Battallon to react to NVa artillery
fires, delivered in support of enemy grournd forces in contact. On anly
ome of these occasions was ¥V4 srtillery sble to inflict a significant
mumber of casualties on the rifle company in contacts It effectively
retarded the Battalions capsbidityito commit a reserve {-rce from the A-}
position’ 40 the point of groudd cohtacts 1In as much as the A2%.Posgition is
gituated in the trace, svenues of access and egress to the.position offer
virtually no cover or concealmert. At such time as ground contact was
gained, the NVA responded by blocking minefield free lanes and avemues frou
A«3 to the point of contact with artillery., Thus the capability of the
Battalion to reinforce or exploit ground contact was greatly impaired.

On one cccasion "L" Company deployed in & patrol base, was unable to move
in suppart of "M Company, wvhich was heavily engsged, as a result of
acourate artillery fire simultancously adjusted on both companies.

On 22 March "C" Company, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines was chopped from the
OPCON of the Battalion, nccessitating the rcdeployment of "L Company to
A-2. The S-34 wes assigned as the dofense coordingtor of A-2 and the
Battalion Wxecutivo Officer was returmed to A-3. At 291500H the Battalion
rhopped OPCON of the A-2 Position to the 2nd ARVY Rogiment at which time
"L Company was returned to the A-3 Position with the exception of one
platoon which was chopped to the (9th Marine Regiment ).

The assumption of OPCON by the 2nd ARVN of the A-2 Positicon brought with
it a -sutstantliglreduction in the 34 Battalion, 3d Marines #0. This °
refocused the operational emphasls on the sreas: west of A3 eid the tho Tho
area to tho south. Opcrations to tho northwest of A-3 are limxited in scope
to short range security patrols as a result of NVA demonstrabed gbility
to cffectively adjust artillery on friendly unite manewerinrg in this Arons

is a result of 34 Battalion, 31 Marines ambushes and hesviy patrol .
aotivity it was Actermined that little, if any “VA4 north, south infiltration-
was accomplished between *~3 ard 1-2 Auring this repcrting period. It is '
suspected that infiltrstion of personnel and supplies to the Winh Xa and
Phu Tho area is being accomplished €ron a gsite located to thes sest of
Route #1, via the east/west accesses south of Pnu Tho. Increasod attention
will be Aevoted to Agveloping and if possible exploiting thia assumption
Aurirg the following month.
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*lthough operationsl realiness an? morale is ecneidered excellent, there
o are Aefinite problem areas which will require increased commant attention
| Auring the following month. Heavier than usual casualties coupled with °
normal rotstion have significantly reduced tho experience factor. This
high rate of attrition has created-an urgent need to agcelerate training
and indootrination. Training objectives have been determined and will

be met Auring the following month.

xse— ey

With continued occupancy of -3 since 29 Deccmber 1967, living con-
i Altions have continued to improves One major arece of incressing concern
ig the sbsence of a self repleniching sowce of water adequate for approx-
imately 1,000 personnel, Rfforts to sink a well or Alvert existing water
sheds have met with marginal success. It is anticipated that unless a more
satiafactory solution to this problem is found a major hesalth and sanitation
problem will propcartionate to the increase in temperature characteristic

t0 the summer season.

CREIEE T T T T

Major command and steff changes during the past reporting periocd in-
cluded the Sergeant Majar as well as the Commanding Cffteer. of Lima Company.

B
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PART IIX
STUENTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGFIFIC.INT EVENLS

1. Combat Missions ‘ssigned:

ne Baglo Migsion. To conduct missions in essigned area of
operations in accordance with 3rd MarDiv Operation Order 59-67.
(Rantucky)

b. To conduct anti infiltration opsrations in A0 with special
emphasis on interdicting north/south infiltration routes, assume respon-
sibility for enlarged 40, to include outpost of Hill #28 with not less
than two rifle companies at night, defoni A-3 an? provide mrotection
for construction effort on Route 566+ Reference: 9th Marines Operation
Plan 2-68; 9th Marine Frog Order #14 (Operation Kentucky) -

¢. Mo conduct a roconnaissance in force of Hill 431 to determimne
the strength and composition of cnemy foroes in this area anl axploit
supporting fires (Battalion Frag Qrder 6-68).

2, Significant Operations Comducted.

Ae 3 March 68 - At 1445 the S-3 ani Company Commander of "C" Co.,
18t Bn, 4th Marincs, two platoons and a heavy scction of tanks deployed
from A2 and tied in with "X" Company cloments at 1530 at YD 193723.
Charlic Company, 1st Bn, 4th Marines scewred "K" Companies right flank
by establishing a block at YD 189720. "K" Company end the tank gection
conductod e tank infantry atteck into en ostimated 50 NVA dug in from
YD 194723 to YD 197724. Tho attack closcly followed heavy artillery
prep fires and a scrocn of CS from an E-8 Gag Launcher. Resistance
wag broken anl "X" Company consolidated at YD 198723. Some ensmy were
Aestroyed withArawing to the southeast. The majority of the cnomy
wore killed by small arms. Resistance by the enemy was largely sur-
pressed at the heaviest point of contact by 50 ani 30 caliber machine
gun fire from tabnks. Tho ensmy employed emall arms, automatic weapons
chi-comg =nd rifle grenades, Seventeen W/ bodies were found in trenchs
as well as 1 unwourted POY. The NV’ unit was dressed in khekis, soft
camouf laged covers, and ce-tridge belts. The NV’ unit was equipped
with a large supply of food, packs, new weapons, an ample ammunition
gupply and fresh laundry. It is estsblished that 10-15 additional encmy
were killed during consolidation end pursuit by firo. TFrienily units
returnod to their respective positions without incidznt. It is worthy
£o note that only one minor WIA was sustained during the assault.

b. 3 March 1968. Elements of "L" Company established a platoon
patrol base at YD 150727 and observed a small elemen's moving north at
YD 15473 . An artillery mission was fired with marginal coverage. The
lima Company Commander with a recon element moved foxrward to YD 155735
to observe the results of the artillery mission and :from this point

UG ASSIFIED
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observed small groups of enemy converging on his position. The enemy
was engaged with machine gun fire. The enemy started to close with
the recon element from both flanks. The recon element withdrew to the
patrol base which was dieplaced forward to YD 155735. The enemy contimu-
ed to cloae with increagsed force and engaged thie patrol within grensde
rarge. At 1400H the Battalion Commander dispatched the remainder of Lima
Company to reinforce the engaged unit, 'By the errival of the rein-
forcing element an estimated 300 NVA had boen sighted north of the rosd
in grid 1573 end the north portion of 1572. Fixed wing controlled by
an A0 caused a portion of enemy to brcak contact and withdraw to the
northeast. Lima Cor~«ny reinforcing element pursued the withdrawing
enemy with M=79s, small arms, and LAAWS. Regimental snipers accounted
for nime Kii'a. Un':r tie cover of oir and artillery, Lima Compeny
clements commenced to break contact upon completion of a Med Evac, At
16154, it eppeared that lima Company probed a battalion size enemy
force moving northeast on the road, where initial contact was made.

The enemy carried large packs, radios and appeared to be well equipped.
The onemy wore dressed in green and khaki uniforme. Snipers killed

ona eneny carrying binoculsrs while Airecting movement of %0 WVA., He
wag assumed to be an officer, Total emmy KIA's confirmed by groum
fire were 84 NVA, This figure does include enemy confirmed by air and
artillery. The tactical situation did not permit Lima Coupany to
ganrch the area for onemy wespons and equipment.

c. 6 March 1968, At 1100H while conducting a sweep at YD 154734,

" Mike Company point cloments made contact with an estimated NVA Company

reinforced dug in on both sides of the French Road. Tipon cresting a
ridge at YD 154734 the elements were engaged by and subsequently des=
troyed throe naching gun buhkers on the tcpcgraphical crest of ‘the
ridge. Three machine guns were captured. Only two machine guns could
be carried from the hill, the third gun was dectroyed. When consol-
ideting initial gains, Mike Company lesd elements were heavily ergaged
by saeveral automatic wespons and heavy fire from epproximately 18
fortified positions, suoparted by NVA omploying chi-coms and AR=47's from
supporting fighting holes. Mike Comparny commited reinforcing elements
to the ridgeline. The enemy omployed heavy 60mm ani 81mm mortars
followed by 105um artillery which was accurately adjusted. Mike Company
Aestroyed another 50 caliber machine gun and porsonnel employed tho M-79
durirg consolidation. Early in the engagoment the F7A attempted to
flank Mike Companys posifion on the southwest and north flank., NVA
elements moved under the cover of mortar fire but were engaged at more
than 150 metors suffering heavy casualties. The reserve, Lima Company,
was held in position at YD 163737 by heavy 105mm eremy artillery recelv-
ed commencing at 1100d. Difficulty was experiemced in withdrawing
casualties Aue to the Aistance from the point of contact to a secure
landing zone. ¥Fnomy artillery and mortars also necessitated the shift-
ing of the 1Z on two occasions. The Med Tveg became confused as

casualties were continously incurred throughout ir ement,
NS
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Although the close contact gained initially wes with an estimated NVA
reinforced company it was supported and rcinforced with an estimgted
battalion size unit located approximately 300-500 meters narthwost of

the initial point of contact. The non availability of gunships was
critical, but the A0s made accurate aljustments of both fixel wing and

artillerg which cased the pressure. Mobility was lost when casualties
incresset to a point beyond the cffective haniling cepsbility of the
company. This made the company vulnorable to enemy artillery an? mortars
which sccounted for the Gajority of the casualtids. It is ootimated
that the enemy employed a combined total of 150-17% rounis of 105mm
artillery an? 150 rounds of mortar fire on Mike and Lims Compenles.

A, 16 March 1968, 'C" Company, ist Bn, 4th Marines and Mike Company
Aeploye? to sweep both sides of the railroad track in grids 1974, 1973.
At 0948H "0" Company while moving at YD 195734 contacted approximately
40 NVA firing from soveral locations to the northwest, north anl north
---~eagt, The Company Cormander Adeployed both platoons and refused his flanks
to the east and west. His left flank Aeployed westward to mect the
heaviest rosistance. The Battalion Commander ultimately pulled “C*
Company back to YD 197738 to consolidate anl exploit artillery fires
and a'r suppart. The Company Commanier ocomnitted hig remaining platoon
i from A-2 to strengthen his position. At 0915H "M" Company reported
finding a freshly Adug hole with sbanioned W/ machine gun ammunition
and 782 gear an? shortly after observel movement. "M" Company contlimued
to move east anl the third platoon made heavy contact on the left flank at
09404 with 30-50 dug in NVA, "M" Company while returning firs received
60mm and 82mm sAjusted mortars, small arms, machine gun fire and chicoms.
Fixel wing, A0 and artillery as well es heavy 81mm mortar fire were use?
to support while "M" Cokpany consolidatel initial gains. Elements of
the NV! unit began to withirew to the north and east. Several NV were
engaged at YD 193741 by "C" Company es they witharew from contact,
accounting for 12 NV) confirmed at about 1030H. "M" Company contimued
to move forward to YD 187741 to Aecvelop the contact. Mike Ccmpany
finally made heavy contact with security elcments of the withdrawing main
forces The A0 reported spproximately 100 NVA in trenchs 50-100 meters
from Mike Company forward elements. The company held in position and
called fixed wing, gencral an? Airect support artillery, gunships, 60mn
an? 81mnm mortsrs. The NV withdrew to the north astride a trail at
YD 183746. 106RR and 81mm mortsrs were fired on WA observed withArawing
across a rice paddy st the above coor?inates, accounting for a total of
8 NVA KTA confirmel., Mike Company continued to pursue the withdrawing
encmy by fire. Mike Company confirmed 56 NVA by ground firc throughout
six hours of ground contact. Thoe ;O estimated the encmy as battalion
gsizc. Over 400 rounis of estimated 105um artillery was received by
Mike Company, Charlic Company, 1stBn, 4th Marines, and the A-3 Position
which wes prorly edjusted and gonsrally ineffective. Fixed wing and
tho 10 racoived hesvy 2A fire from grid 1774. The main eclement engaged
by Mike Company ware clad in new green utilitie k jackets

UNCLASSIFIED
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helmets w/nets and camauflege. Two alemonts noar the railroad tracks
iAentificA with camauflaged utilities anl rainhats or bush hats. NV4
bodies recovered #if not have weapons.

Artillery and 84m mortars wore adjusted and 60mm mortsrs and 106
rocoiless rifles were effectivley cmploye® from a vantage point on
Hill #28. ~

[

3, Cnasuelties Inflicted on the ¥®nemy.

ae During the month of March, the 34 Battalion, 34 Marines inflicted
the following casunlties on the enemy; 335 NVA KIA (oonfirmed) am
02 POJBc

4. Caguslties Sustained.

ge Neme of Surgcon: It, Walter F. Drysdale MC USKR

b. Significant Gvents:

(1) On 1 March one member of H&S Company was wounded by enemy
grtiilery. Lima Company sustained one XIA by enemy artillery.

! (2) On 3 March 7 members of Lima Comapny were wounded and 6
members of Kilo Company wounded due to enemy action. One member of Lima
and Kilo Companies were killed due to enemy action.

l
! (3) On 5 March 2 members of Mike Company were wounded, One
from enemy grenades and one from a friendly grenade.

(4) On 6 March 2 members of HAS Company were wounded by enemy
mortars and 2 members of Lima Company were wounded by enemy artillery,
Torty six members of Mike Company were wounded by enemy artillery and
chicoms. One H&S Company and 14 members of Mike Company were killed
by enemy artillery.

(5) on 11 March one member of H5S Company was wounded by
an accidential discharge.

(6) On 13 YMarch one member of H&S Company was wounded by enemy
artillery.

(7) ©On 15 March one member of H&S CompPany was wounded due to
encmy artillery. .

(8) On 16 March 16 meubers of Mike Company were wounded due

to encmy artillery and chicoms. One member of Mike Company ‘was killed
by GSW,

10
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(9) On 31 March 16 membars of Lima Company wore wonnded due to
an sccidential discherge of a grenade and frienaly srtillery and one

member was killed.

(10) Number of Battle Casualties:

TOTALS K4 WIA DoWw MIA NBC NBC KILLED
msSMC 3/3 19 90 00 00 13 01
UsSN 3/3 00 05 00 00 01 00
USMC OTHERS 00 05 00 00 04 00

(11) There was a total of 228 inoculations given during the month.

(12) Outpatient Visits:

(&) Common Complaints

FUO
Lacerations
Venoregl Disease
Heat Casualties

%) Malaria
Dental
Cellulitis

8) Diarrhea

15
07
07
00
00
52
13
19

Ce

Medical Trends: There wore no significant trends during the month

of March with the exception thet malaria was almost non existent.

d.

Se

New Techniques Emplo;

Problem Areas: None

ved. None

6. Command Relations.

&
b

OPCON - 9th Marines, AICON - 3rd MarDiv
19Mar68, Lima Company chdpped to OPCON of 4st Bn, 4th Marines.

ce 21Mar68, lima Company chopped from OPCON 1st Bn, 4th Merines
to OPCON 3d Bn, 3d Marinese.

d. 22Mar68, Charlie
3d Bn, 3d Marines to OPC

ee 29Mar68, The A-2
Marines to OPCON ARVN.
2d Bn, 3d Mar to OPCON 9

7. ZEPEguipment. None

Company, 1st Bn,
ON 1st Bn, 4th Marines.

4th Marines chopped from OFCON

position was released from OPCON 3d Bn, 3d
1gt Platoon, Lima Company was chopped OPCON from

th Marinese.

1

DECLASSIFIED

| pieLassiFieD |

'Bnclosure (1)



DECLASSIFIED

“ a« Supply:

ot (1) Genergl: During this reperting period the battalion has
continued to build up the A-3 Position and in addition has put a major
ef fort into building up the A=2 Position. Daily resupply by helicopter
is the principle means of transportation to A3 while A-2 was regupplied
twice weekly by roed.

s

(2) Class I. A daily resupply maintains the regulsr supply of
Class T &t & three to five day level. Water buffalos are lifted in and

out primarily by helicopter.

(3) Class II. There still remains a critical shortege on
Bayonets
Gas nasks and filters
Megezines - +45 and M-16
Binoculars
Halizone Tablets
Salt tablets

(4) Class III. No problems encountered in keeping an sdequate
supply of POL on hand.

(5) Class IV. Due to Operation Dye Marker no problems have been
encountered in obtaining Class IV items.

(6) Class V. The battalion supply of Class V is maintainsd
at a BA + 10 DOA.

b, Motor Transport.

(1) The mresent ststus is considered adequate for currert
operations on the M27442's (mules) and M42241 (mites). However, the
battalion has only one of the four M37B1's (personnel _carriers) which
the battalion rates and this puts a considerable cramp on our support

operations.
(&) Breakdown of M422A1 (mites);

1) T/E 20
2) O/ 14
(3) 2 Echelon Maint O

E 3d Fchelon Maint 1

e
| | UMCLASSIFIED |
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(b) Breakdown of M274A2 (mules);

glg T/E 30

2) o/H 29 (3 T4D, 9th Marinee)
24 Fchelon Maint 16
3d Echelon Maint 0
Code "X"ed 1

6) Operational 10

(2) Ninth Motor Transport Battalion provides truwcks to plok up
and deliver supplies to the LSA for helicopter resupply and to resupply
the A-2 Position. On several occasions truck support to A-2 wes

inadequate.
c. Bngineer Assistance.

(1) The 11th Ehgineers have provided assistance by landscaping,
digging revetments, constructing tactical wire, and laying minefields
et the A-2 Position.

d. A shortege of carburators, magnetos 1gnition kitg, fuel pumps,
rear nables and cable leads for the M27442 (mules) still exist in our
motor transport section. Motor Transport received 50 spark plugs for
mles, but were kept on priority 2 due to the fact that the life span
of one spark plug is only 25 hours.

e+ Ordnence.

(1) At the end of the month the battalion maintained the
following status: E
ITM T/E O/H OPERATIONAL 24 Bh.  3d Ech(FISU)
M-14 rifles 52 52 52 0 0
45 Pistols 329 338 334 4 0
Shotguns 13 11 10 0 1
M-60 MG 35 32 30 0 2
106RR 8 8 6 0 2
M-79 36 33 33 0 Y
81mn Mortar 8 8 7 0 3
60nm Mortar 12 12 11 0 1
3¢5 Rocket . 32 %0 29 0 1
M-16 Rifles 919 1020 1015 0 5
106RR Mounts 8 8 7 0 1
Flamethrowers 8 0 0 0 6 (4th Ech.
Hairrb.)
2 on order

9., Civic Action. None

13
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10. Administl‘ Et ion.

g. There were no awards ceremony held during the month of Maroh.

b. A total of 13 court martials were held during March; 5 SPCM,

gnd 8 SCM, Four court martials are pending. Six Battalion Commenders
Office Hours were completed and none are pending. There were 11 Coupany
Commanders Office Hours completed arl 9 are pending.

c. Special Services activity during Marchs
(1) Tssuame of 3d MarDiv stationary to all members of the . 3
batta]ione ' '
(2) One free beer and soda issue.
(3) Tssuance of one transistor radio per company.

d. Post exchange services were not availsble to this battalion
due to the battalion being located at A-3. SP's were avallable to all
companies.

e. Libarty was not authorized during this period.

f. During the month two officers and 59 enligted Marines rotated to
CONUS. Twenty three enlisted Marines were transfered within the regiment
or divisions Thirty four enlisted Marines were transfered as a result

of medical evacuation.

11. Personnel.

a. Gainst 4 USMC Off; 92 USMC EBnl; O USN Off; 1 USN il
b. JIosses; 2 UMC Off; 141 USMC Enly O USN Off; 2 USN Enl
c. Monthly Strength (Aversge):

W OFF MC WNL USN OFF  USY ENL
39 1081 2 57

d., Net loss/gain:

M _FF MC EXL USN OFF TSN ENL
of2 49/0 0/o 1/0

6. TBmergency leave for the month of March; 7 USMC enlisted.
There were no Humanitarian Transfers during the month of March. Twice/
thrice wounded or reassigned outside of RVN due to father/trother in
country; 5 USMC enlisted.

f, There were no Hardship Discharges applied for during the

Past month. UNCLASSIFIED
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g. One administrative Discharge is pending.
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h. The R&R program contimes to be a major morale factor within
this commgnd. There were 79 out of country R&R quotas used during this
reporting period.

i. Morale is considered to be excellent to outstanding.

j» Postal services during the month of March has been good. Meil
was forwarded to the forward position via air resupply transportation
when available.

12, IntellEence.

The month of March was chargcterized by three battalion size contacts,
i one company size contact and increased use of enemy artillery support for
0 ground action.

On 3 March 68, Limg Compam,'s platoon (Re:.n) established a patrol
base at YD 150727. They spotted a small enemy element moving north at
YD 154735 The platoon from Lima Company then moved forward to YD 155
735 to check for results of an artillery mission and at this point took
; under fire several small enemy elements. The enemy began to close with
! increased force and engaged the platoon within grenade range. At
| 1400H, the remainder of Lima Company at A-3 YD 171732 was called to
i reinforced their platoon in contact. The reinforcing element arriving
’ at the scene of the contsct sighted an estimated 300 NVA north of the
road in YD 1573 and the northern partion of YD 1572. Fixed wing -
controlled by the air observer caused a portion of the enemy force to
withdraw to the northeast. The lima Company reinforcing element pursued
the enemy with small arms, M-79s and LAMWs. Long rarge sniper fire
accounted for 9 NVA, KI 4.

From this contact it is surmised that Lima Company probed a battalion
gize enemy force moving southwest on the French Road, where initial
contact was made. Because of the tactical situation the area was not
searched. The enemy carried large packs, radios and wore green and
¥haks uniformgs They were well armed. Lima Company accounted for 84
NVA KTAs and air and grtillery claimed 48 NVA Kiis.

Simultaneous with the Lima Company contact, Kilo Company' engaged
with small arms two persons at YD 192720. Whlle checking thie area out
Kilo Company received small arms fire and chicom grenades. Kilo
Comany immediately decployed using one platoon to flank the enemy on the
left. After 3 hours of fire fight two platoons from Charlie Company,
1st Bn, 4th Marines and a tank section from A-2 joined Kilo. Company at
YD 19372%. Kilo Company following an artillery yrep fire mnd a gas
screen from the E~-8 launcher joined with the tanks and attacked the 50
NVA dug in from YD 194723 to YD 197724. Resistance wes broken and Kilo
Company consolidated at YD 198723, Although the majority of enemy were
killed with small arms fire, the resistance of the enemy was suppressed
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at the heaviest point of contect by the 50 and 30 calibexr mahine guns
of the tanks.

The enemy employed small arms fire, automatic weapons fire, chicoms
end rifle grenades. Seventeen bodies were found in the area. They were
clothed in kheki, with soft covers and cartridge belts. They also had a
laxrge supply of food and new Weapons.

Kilo Company accounted for 21 NVA KIAs and one POW. The POV was a
mrivete with the Tth Platoon, 3d Company, 4th Bn, 52nd Regt, of the 320~
th Division. The prisoner stated he was with the third of three platoons
moving south. The final destination was unknown to the prisonsr.

On 6 March 68, Mike Company conducted a sweep at YD 154734. At 1100
the lead elements made contact with an estimated reinforced NVA Company
that was dug in on both sides of the French Road, Mike Companys point
came under fire from three machine gun bunkers on the crest of a ridges.
The enemy positions were destroyed. Three machine guns were captured,
but only two could be carried off the hille The third machine gun was
destroyed.

While consolidating initial gains Mike Companys lead element was
heavily engaged by several automatic weapons and heavy fire from approx-
imately eighteen fortified positions, supported by NVA in seperate
figh*ing holes. Shortly after friendly reinforcements reached this
position the enemy employed heavy 60mm and 82mm mortar fire. This was
followed by 105mm howitzer fire. All enemy fire was adjusted with speed
and sccuracy. During consolidation one more 50 caliber mechine gun was
destroyed.

During the early steges of the contact the NVA attempted to flank Mike
Company from the southeast and north. The enemy moved under the cover of
mortar fire. They were engaged more than 150 meters in front and suffere
ed heavy casualties.

Reserve, Lima Company, was held in position at YD 163737 by heavy
105mm incoming. They started taking incoming at 1100H.

Meny artillery and mortars necessitated Mike Company moving the
Mod “vac LZ on two seperate occasions.

Tnitial contact was made with en estimated reinforced NVA Company.
They were supported by an estimated battalion size unit located approx-
imately 300 to 500 meters northwest of the initial contect. Artillery
and mortars accounted for the majority of friendly casualities. During
the eight hour contect Mike Company and Lima Company received 150-1T5
rounds of artillery and 150 rounds of mortars.

Mike Company sccounted for 81 NVA KIAs by ground troops and 15 NVA
Klis by air and artillery.

On 16 March 68, Mike Company from A~3 and Charlie Company, 1st Bn,
4th Marines from A-2 were moving to sweep both sides of the railroad
trecks in grids YD 1974 end 1973.

At 160948H Charlie Company at YD 195735 made contect with approx-

" imately 40 NVA. The enemy were firing from several locations to the

northwest, north snd northeast.
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Mike Company et 160915H reported finding a& freshly dug hole. In the hole
was found, abandoned machine gun smuunition and NVA 782 gear. Shortly
after Mike Coupany observed movement. Continuing to move east, 3d
platoon made contact with 30 to 50 NVA that were dug in. Mike Company
while erngaging the enemy received 60mm end 82mum morter fire. The mortar
fire was being sdjusted but quite ineffective, Mike Company was also
taking small arms and machine gun fire and chicom grenades.

. were used vhile consolidating initial gains and subsequently caused the
! enemy force to withdraw to the north end the east. Several NVA were
engaged by Charlie Company, 1stBn, 4th Marines at YD 193741 es they
were withdrawing from their contact with Mike Company. Charlie Company
sccounted for twelve NVA confirmed.

| Mike Company pursued the enemy to YD187741. They made heavy contact
} with the security element of the withdrawing main force. Mike Company
a held their position, called in supporting arms and egain the NVA with=
drew north moving along side the trail at YD183(46. While crossing a
rice paddy, tho enemy was observed by 106 and 81mm mortar personnel

at A-3 YM71732. The 106 and 81mm martars accounted for 8 confirmed.
Mike Compsny continued to pursue the withdrawing enemy alorg with Charlie
Compsany. They accounted for 68 BVA KIAs throughout the six hour ground
contact. Supporting srms accounted for 15 NVA KIAs confirmed,

Once sgain the enemy employed artillery in support of their ground
troops as they did on 6 March 68. However, of the 400 rounds received
by Mike Company, Charlie Company and A=3 few were of any effect. Enemy
adjustment was very poor and ineffective.

The A0 estimated s battalion size unit, clothed in new green utilities
with nets and camouflege.

The most signifieant factor concerning enemy activity during the
month of March was the enemys sbility to use and adjust srtillery and
mortars in support of their troops. The cnemy utilized their artillery
and mortars against this battalion on two occasions this month. Thelr
supporting erms were used in great volumn, their fire was brought in
’ quickly end sdjusted effectively.

Txtrome caution ig being exereised in this battalion when lesving
the perimeters The NV have our "safe lanes" well registered with
artillery

FNEMY GEAR CAPTURFD 1 - 31 March 68
82mm Mortar rounds 39 Picks 2
60mm Mortar rounds 15 Canteens 26
WV A Helmet (Hard) 10  Canteen covers 9
Pith Helmets 8 Uniform; sets 15
Chicom grenades 11 Sandals (prs) 8
: Rice (Bags) 6 st Ald Kits 18
1 5K W/folding stock 1 Wallet 1
’ AK 47's (2w/grenade laumcher) 6  Book 1

o .
Enc losure (1)

Fixed wing, artillery, heavy 8timm mortar fire and an air obgerver )
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: SKS 56 carbine 1 Recoil Pads 2

: G (RPD Type 56) 3  Drum For IMG 10

? MG Type 53-57 1 AEK-47 Kits 2

? EPG Launcher 1  RKT Grenade (4K-47) 1

i Chicom pouches 3 MR-47 launcher stte 3

| AK-AT mag. -~ 40 RPG-2 rounds 10

i AR-47 mag. pouches 3 Propellant charges 3

‘ Rifle grenade Eﬁ‘ag) 6 Fuse (cans) 15
Rifle grenade (shape charge) 1 W4 note book 1
TNT Blocks 10  Gas masks (goggles) 1
Hapmocks 24 DH-10 mine 1
Ponchos 25 7.62 crimp cartg. 1
WA Packs 22  Satchel charge 1
Gas Masks 19 60mn Martgr tube 1
Gas nask covers 13 RPG RET case 1
E-Tools 50  7.62 Link ammo (box) 4
60/82 Mortar sight 1 Mess Kit 1
Certridge belts 2 leather case 1 \
Compass 1 Personnel kit w/pamph 1 1
Letter Case 1 Patch w/2 gold stops 1
Documents 3.turned in on seperate occasions.

13. Communicationse

a. The Comrmunications Platoon ran normal wire and radio operations
at A-3. In addition, a command group made up mostly of communicators
and communications gear was established at A-2. At both positions, a
covered circuit was operated. The power source at A-3 was a MRC-107,
vhile tho RT-524 at A-2 was bench mounted. Bach company was assigned
an eleventh radio and a wireman in addition to their normal ‘battalion
radio operator.

b. Training. Training in authentication took place this month.
Constant cross training in wire and radio is continuing. Ais well,
two message center men were trained In radic and one wiremam was assigned
permanently ss a radio man. One message center man was sent; to Crypto-" -
Seocurity School in Japan. '

ce Equipment Status - We received threc new PRC - 25s t.t.his month
which have helped the battalions radiio problems Ve are alsg.» in the
rrocess of obtaining a new KY-8. Tssential gesr down is an. follows:

1 MRC-83
3 PRC-25
1 PRC-41
In addition, we received 8 TA-1s , 1 PRC-25 and 2 SB-2%a from
Dyemsrker assetse

d. Problem Areas. Personnel problems are all but solved with the
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influx of many new radio operatars and wiremen. Howover, sven with the
3 new PRC-25s we still have 1! on order. Thege are on Red Ball. Tape

and whip antennas are still in barely adequate supply.

14 Weather. The w-ather for the month of March was fair. It rained
spoaradically, with most of the rain coming at night. Heavy rains fell
in very short interivels. The mornirgs were usually cool., There was

a lot of early morning mist and haze but dissppesred by late morning.

Veather during the Aays wore warnm and humid,

tverage high 78 dogrees Precipitation 4.82 inches
Average low 68 degrees wim 8.3 knots
Average visibility 5.4 miles from the
Humidity 82% northvest

15. Pire Support. March was characterized by more artillery support
frou more units than any other momth. The assumption of A=2 by 3/3
was accotpaniod by the shifting of C-1-40 to a reinforcing role there
by making 105 support mich more effective and rapid in response,

With A-2 also came It, Wilgon an 4@ representative. from the 12th
Mari-es. Lt., Wilson had his. #m eall sign and frequency dwich allowed
him to Airectly request gemeral support Bstteries from 12th Marires
and this also speeded response on long range missions. This corcept
of an Fe0. who works directly for 12th Marines seems to be an ideal
solution to the support problem for units located right on the DMz,
who have observation st ranges far beyond the fire caps of direct sup-
port units. The ability to call general support units without heving
to go through all the channsls normally used rapidly increased response
capgbilities.

Use of artillary in support of ground troops changed some what this
month. We cut back on the use of sgheduled nreps and used more adjusted
preps to get the fires in closer, Pran3 wore browsht in to 50 meters
when contacts wer: male and good volumes of sccurate fire was delivered
Auring all contacts. '

Te volume of H&Is en? TOT's increased Auring Mgrch and good volume
of Tounds were noted on most TOT's. The battalion requested five TOT's
per night and outside units aided more requeste which inocreased the
volume even more.

Support for the greatest part of the month was very accurate and
Aependiable, However, during the last woek the situation Aateriorated
greatly with four incidents of rounds impecting on or nesr fricndlies
in five days. In two cases both incoming on the first rounds of an
adjusted fire mission, no explanation was found. The other two occasions
charge errors were foun? anl rounds were put inglde the perimeter and
in the last four casualties were caused by the charge error. These
incidents greatly diminished th2 battalions faith in artillery which
previously was at an all time high.

19

mﬁ(ﬂ

DECLASSIFIED



a. Units Providing Direct aml Gengral Support.

Ce

DECLASSIFIED

(1) Btry "Dv, 24 Bn, 12th Marines
%2) Btry "E', 24 Bn, 12th Marines
3) Btry "', 24 Bn, 12th Marines
; Btry "H", 24 Bn, 12th Marines
(5) Btry "A", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
§ Btry "C", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
Btry "K', 4th Bn, 13th Marines
ag Btry "1v, 4th Bn, 12th Marines
9) Btry "W', 1st Bn, 12th Marines
(10) Btry "', 2nd Bn, 12th Marines

11; 1st 8", Howtizer Btry, 34 MarDiv
12) Naval éunfire, 8", Newport News

Missions Fired.

(1) Artillery

(a) Prep Fires 117
b; Live Migsions - 30
c) Night Defensive Fires 19
d4) Recon by Fire 20
eé Suspected enemy positions 150
) Counter Battery 20

2g3 HiI's 1400
h) Time on Targets 155

(2) 81mm Mortars

Qag Prep Fires 13
b) Prectice Missions T
(¢c) Target of Opportunity 20
(a) B&I 40
(e; Counter Mortar 2
(f) NWight Defensive Fires 4

jmmunition Expended.

(1) artillery

(a) 105mm 3447

gb) 155mm 161

¢c) 175mm 202

d§ 8 inch 256

(e) 4.2mm 107
20
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(2) 81mm Morters

(a) Perp Fires 335
(b) Prectice Missions 150
§c Target of Opportunity 1035
A) H&l 312
Ee; Counter Morter 55
£) Night Defensive Fire 30

16. Air Suppart.

ae The use of air support during the month of Maroch consisted of
medical evacuations, logistics ani troop helicopter lifts, resonnaissanca
overflights, acrial observation, air strikes and TPQ-10 migsions.

b. On seventecn March the forwsrd air controller ran two flights of
fixed wing aircraft when the battalion was in contact,

¢. There were 47 TPQ -10 missions run during the month.

4. Alr Support Missions.

Modical Evacuations; 23 completed for 70 troops

Mr Strikes; all but two A0 controlled

24) TPQ-10 Missions; 159 requested, 47 completed

5) Aeriml Observations; used daily, weather permitting
(6) Reconnaissance Overflights; two flown

17. Jctivities/Meactivations/Redesignations. None
18, H&inim Rep&to

§1§ logistic & Troop Lifts; Iogistics 50 tons, 498 troope

8. Due to operational committments a limited amount of company
training was held, Company training held stressed patroling tochniques
and crew served weapons instructions. :

b. Battalion classes were held on enemy aircraft amd tank recognition
during the month,

¢. The 9th Marines held g school for selected personne} from the
r§h companies ani H&S Company on the operation of the AN/PPS-5 ami
AN/PPS-6,

UNCLASSIFIED
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SUPPORTING DOCUMAENT'S

%. JOURNAL STMMARY PAGE 23
2. TFRAG ORDWRS PAGE %b
JTab A 6=68

'3, Narratiwe of 3/3 Contact of 6 Mar 68
i4, 3/3 Summary of Reconnaissance of Southern DMZ Message
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JOTRMAL SUMMARY MARCH 1968

1 Mgrch 68, At 0818H there was an explosion in the minefield. The explosion
was believed to have been caugsed by a stray dog which was dbserved in the
grea. At 0915H, OP #9 gt the A-2 Position observed 15 NVA in the open at
YD 22848118, gn artillery mission was fired and 3 secondary explosions .
were observed. At 1140H, the 4-2 Position received incoming artillery fire.
A total of 31 rounds of 105mm was received resulting in minor damage to
an M42 Duster. An artillery mission was fired at YD 224618 resulting in
two NV4 KTA's (confirmed).

At 16458, lima Company made contact with an unknown sized VA force
gt YD 194734 and engaged with small arms and automatic weapons fire. At
16568H, the A-2 Position received 16 rounds of 152mm grtillery fire resulting
in two WIA Med Evace amd one WIA Non Med Evac.

At approximately 1800H, Lima Company sustained one WIA and was breaking
contact and consolidating its position. Contact was broken at 182(E.
One platoon returned to the A-3 Position, one platoon remained in position -
at YD 199730 and at nightfall moved to their ambush site. Lima Company °
sustained one KIA during the contact.

2 Marci 68, At 080CH, Lima Company reported firding 1 WA Belmet, t-
Chicom, 2 bags of rice and 1 Battle Dressing wrapper at YD 188752,

At 1200H, Tower #9 at the A-2 Tositionreported sighting 60 Wi at YD-
178765, an artillery missionwas fired. Results of the mission could
not be observed dus to atmospheric conditicns.. 24t 1335H a message was:
received from the A-2 Pogition reporting an scciaental discharge by a
mmber of the 3rd Plt, "A" Co, 3rd Tank Battalion, Tha 3rd "ank Battallon
handled the lnvestigation. At 1737H, Hi1l#28 received 3 rounds of es-
timated 105mm artillery from an szimth of 5300 mills at a distarce of
7000 weters, no casualties were sustained, At 17408 Mike Company re-
turned from their patrol and reoported discovering two bunlers at YD 165-
Ti5. At YD 158711 the compeny fourd a bunker ocomplex and ome (1) Wa-
body. The body wes spproximately one month olds At 2025H, the A-2 Pos.
ition reported hgving received (2) rounds of 85mm artilleryfire, 4t
22408, 0,P, Gold reported movement to their front. 4n 81 mortar mission
was fired at coordinates YD 172743,

3 March 68. At 0955H, Iima P-1 sighted (4) W4 in a treeline at coordin-
ates YD 155735, At 1105H, the A~2 position received six Tounds of _.

incoming artillery, zll rounds were duds. At 11508, Kilp Company report-
ed making contact at YD 192720, IP-1 reported making oontmct et YD 192-

720, IP-% orted 6 WA at YD 155735 and was checking ou® Ay 11560
FKilo Compa.n;vgn contact at YD 192718 and moving withiggntionfmg's 12009,

Kilo Company prepsred to prep fire with 60mm mortar, before sweeping area.
At 121A, Kilo Company troks contact. At 1215H, Kilo Company took a chi-
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At 12200 to 1¢47H Kilo Compemy reported personnel to their rear and sight-
ed 7.NTA to their front arl were taking ohicoms ar 60mm fire., It appear-
od that the eremy was between Kilo 1 and Kilo 6, At 12228, Kilo Company
‘ took fire from the resr then sighted 4-5 WA on its right front and ex-
3 " changed small grms fire, At 12408, Kilo Company finighéd adjusting
] 60mn fire and moved to sweep area. At 1244H, Kilo Company reported 1 WIA
from chicom grenades and enemy on right flank, At 125CH; elemsnts of
Limg Company were engaged at YD 155737 and receiving heavy small armg fire
and wore pimned down in a bomb cratere 4n A0, was requested. At 12458
a message from the 9th Marings informod the Battalion that winter offen-
sive had commnced, Objootivesbeing military inatallation At 13008
olomemts of Iima Company recelved chicom grenades and had 1 WIA, FKilo
Company layed a base of fire with 60mm mortars and W=79's, At 131(H,
; the A~2 Position received 4 rounds of 105mm cutside of the wire, At
i 13258, 2 platoons of '"C" Company 1st Bne,y 4%h Mgrinoe aml e section of
tanks were alerted at the A-2 Pogitionto move with 3/3 s-3 Aotual to the
acens of the Kilo Company contact. 0FGold received 6 rounis of incoming
artillery outside of its perimeter. At 1333, word was received that’fixed
ving aireraft were on th~ way %0 tho ereas of contact. Kilo 6 reported
tryirg to tie in with Kilo 3. Xilo 3 reported being pimned down 100 meters
from Kilo 6's position. Xilo 3 engaged an unknown gized force with small
arms to its right flank. Gunehips were inbound to lima Companys srea of
contact. The remainder of Ilima Company departel the A-3 Position, at
1403H, for coordingtes YD163735 to assist the Lima Company patrol. The
Lima Company patrol requested a Med Bvac. At 1413H, Idma Company reported
nehips running strikes on the enemy, situation good. At 14491, Lima
ompany reported movement in a rice psddy and that they vere receiving
sniper fire. Contact broke. Lima Company reported 2 WA KI* (cord'imd).
¥ilo Company roceived small arms fire from the west.

At 1A31H to 14458, Lima Company requested more air support and that
the enemy was moving behind them. Kilo Company reported 3 NVA.KIA
(confirmed). Gunships were inbound sfter rearming. At 14508, gunships
roturned to station. Kilo Company reported onc friondly ¥IA and ome WIA.

At 15109, a Med Evec was on the way to ¥ilo Company. The Med “vac
was completed at 1530H., At 1615H, Kilo Company and tanks were in position
to move sgainst the onemy position. Charlie Company, 18t Bn, 4th Marines
remained in blocking position.

At 1629H, Kilo Company and tanks ovor came ensmy Fesistance and
oonsolidatnd position and reported capturing one NVA POW. Nine WVA KIA's
have been counted.

At 1645H, Lima Company reporto? Med Evac completed. The 40 reported
at 16507 that 9 WA KI4's were in front of Idma Companys vosition.

At 1700H, report of casuslties, Kilo Company i XI4, 5 WIA's, ldma
Company 1 KIA, 3 WTA's,

At 1745H, Hill #28 reccived 5 rounds of incoming artillery fire.
lima Company returned to the A-3 Position at 1830H. At 1910H, Xilo Company
returned to the A=3 Position. OP Gold at 1920H gighted one NVA in the open -

v
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at YD 158738, a 60mm mortar migsion wes fired with unknown rosults, At
2045H, OP Gold reported hearing a tracked vehicle on the trace. An Tndia
Company Listening Post engaged 4 to 5 N4 with small arms at YD 1717%0
at 2300H, unktown results, At 23004 the 3-3 briefed the leader of the
Recon Team which is to recon southeast of the A-3 Position.

4 March 68, At 11058 a covered circut was installed in the COC. At
14451, India Company received a sniper round from the northwest. At
14564, the recon team to the southwast of the A-3 Position reported they
had made contact. An air strike was in progress. At 154CH o convoy from
Dorg Ha arrived at the A-2 Position. At 1638H, the recon team returned to
the A-3 Pesition. India Company received two sniper rounds at 1645H.

A battalion briefing was held at 1730H. At 1815H, the A-2 Position took
tvo rounds of incoming 85mm artillery fire. A counter battery mission

was fired with unknown results.

At 2225H, a trip flare went off at the east gide of the A-3 perimeter.
ircs was checed by radar and NODs with negative results. At 2234H a
Kilo Company listening Post reported movement to their front, a 81m
mortar illuminating round was fired. At 225(H, an 81mm mortar tube
exploded on Hill #28 while firing an HAT mission. The gunner was killed
and o1e man wounded. A& fire started in the ready ammnition bunker which
cxploded, approximately 50 rounds of 81um ammnition exploded.

5 March 68. 't 0119, a Kilo Company Listening Post reported movement
to the fromt of their position. At 0150, there was a explosion in the
minefield, Kilo Company listening Post fired M-79s in the free lane am
outer wire. A night observation device detected objects outside Kilo
Companys area. It was estimated to be personnel setting approximataly
250 moters outside the wire, At 0240H, all companies were alorted, At
03180 an OP reported hearing a tracked vehicle at an azimuth of 0680
mils, A VT artillery mission was fired at YD 185740. At O730H a trash
can blew up in the Mike Company area. Txplosion was believed to be a
grenade, A Med Wrac was called and complated at 0840H, for one non
battle casuality:.

At 12154, OP Cold sighted one NV4 at YD 158739. 4 106mm recoiless
rifle was fired st the NVA with unknown results. At 1530H, Kilo Company
found 4 rifle gronaedes and 1 carrying casc at YD 193718, the ordnance
was destroyed by engineers.

6§ March 68. Mt 0045H, a Charlie Company, 1/4 embush reported its rear
eloment fired at 4 Wi, The ambush moved to a new location. At O12(H,
the A2 Position roceived 8 rounds of 85mm artillery, a naval gunfire
nission was fired. .

At 0455H, Mike Company and a Command Group depsrted the 4-3 Fosition.
ft 0930H, OP Gold reportcd hearing tubes firing at an ezimiyh of. 14=-1800
meters Iima Company discovered 25 81mm rounds at YD 1462732 and § 81mm
rounds et YD162734. The smmunition was destroyed. At 1105H, Mike
Company made contact at YD 151730, the company received small arms g

b
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sutomatic weapons fire from YD 149733. At 11250, Mike Company hed 2
WIA Med Tvac's. £ Mod Bvac was requested and the landing zonc was located
at YD 152730,

4t 1135H, Lima Company received incoming artillery fire. An 40 -
gighted a mortar and 6 NV., In artillery mission was called, At 11408,
the S-3 actual requested gunships and was informeA nono were available.
Mike ompany had enemy moving to their front with mortars. At 1152H,

a counter battery mission was being fired. At 1204H, Mike Company set

up 60mm mortasrs to cover the front of their position. Seven casualties
were roported by Mike Compeny at 123249, The Mod Wvac helicopters left

to refuel an? will return when situation is morc secure. A 131TH, the 3-3
actual roquested immeliate Yed Bvac of 9 casualties and at 1325H requested
continous air coversge with fixed wing and gunships. At 13308, an air
strike was held north of the French Road. At 1334d, Mike Company marked
targets with WP and red smoke, the red smoke was canceled due to it blowing
back on friendly positions. The 9th Marines S-3 notified the COC.that
fixed wing will romain on station, no gunships available, At 1345H, Lima
Company reported taking incoming grtillery. A4 WP round impacted 50 meters
from Mike Company ani a check fire was called . At 1355H, Mike Company
commenced moving cesualties to a secure area, reported at least two Med
Tvac helicopters were needed. At 14214, one MoA Evac was conmpleted, 2
more were required for 7 WIAs and A Klis.

At 1434H, the S-3 actual reported Mike Coumpany is not pinned down,
but receiving sniper fire ani incoming artillery. At 1445H, the: "M
gighted a mortar position and fired a artillery mission. At 1500H, Mike
Company received morc incoming artillsry and took more casualties. At
15118, a Me? Wvac helicopter was inbound and Mike Compsany was moving
casualties to laning zone. The AO reported Mike Company was , receiving
more artillery fire. The Med Evac helicopters were waved off.

At 1530H, Hill 428 received two incoming rounds of artillery other
artillery rounis impacted in vicinity of Mike Companys 1Z. Artillery
from general support fired counter battery fire into grid YD 1 30796.

Mike six advige” all stations to mark positions with air panels. At 154fH,
the A0 reported a enemy mortsr position Aestroyel. Fixe? wing: aircraft
ware on station at 1955H. At 16150 a Med Tvac was completed. . A¥ 16214,
Mike Company while preparing to move back received incoming actillery,
inflicting 7 more casualties. Mike 3 renuested litter bearersi. Mike 6
gent as meny as possible. At 1655H, Mike Company received morve artillery
fire an? took morc casualties. The S-3 actual revorte! an em=mrgency
situation an? adviged Mike 6 to move the I%. The A-3 Positiom received
artillery fire, The 10 (southern bravo) sighted enemy artillery at YD
135798 and fired counter battery missions. At 17478, Kilo Company moved
to n position at YD 164721 to block and assist Mike Company. At 1754H,

a Med Evac helicopter wes inbound, 20 casualties were at the X7%. Mike
Company received incoming srtillery fire. A% 1806H, Kilo Company was at
its position, Kilo six moved forward to get a better estimate) of the
situation, The Battalion Commander and S-3 were organizing landing
zones. The bulk of casualties were with the Battalion Commaryder. At
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1839H, the AO sighted 6 WVA carrying a mortar. A Med Evac was completed
at 164CH, The Battalion Commander atvised the COC at 1840H that he was
poving the laniing zone as it was zeroed in. The A-3 Position received
four rounds of artillery fire. At 1855H gunships were employed on 6 WVA
carrying a mortar. Tha NV' Aropped mortar and ran into cover. At 1900H,
a Med Tvac was compleoted and Mike Company moved to Kilo Comnanys positions
The S-3 Alpha ordered 1007 watch on the A-3 Position. One platoon from
Lina Company manned Mike Compsny limes. HAS Company personnel manned
Xilo Company lines. At 1930H, Mike Company advised COC that any alditional
Med Bvac will be runfrom the A-% Position. At 1945H, thc 9th Marines
advised the COC that a flare ship would be in the A0 if needed. 4t 19554,
the S-3 requestod TPQ's in area of contact. Mike Company returne’ to the
2=3 Position at 2037H. Kilo Company returned at 2055H. At 2121H, a Med
Tvac was comploted from A-3, 4 WIA's were evateds Total casualties for
Mike Company was 14 KIA's 29 WI%'s' Med Evaced.

7 March A8. At 0125H, a InAia Company Listening Post sighted 4 NV* to =
their front, engaged with small arms and the movement ceased. The Ligten-
ing Post fired small arms again at 0140H. /t 1005H memorial services
vere held for Mike Companys casualties. Kilo Company reporte! one MIA.
A1l ccmpanies searched company areas with negative results. At 1415H,
the 40 (Southern Bravo) reporte? NV4 repairing bunkers in area of contact
on 6 March 68, At 1435H, OP Gold reparted two KV’ at YD 158739, a 106
rocoiless rifle mission was fired with good target coversge. At 1438H,
the A0 reported 30 MV4 in the open and a fixe! wing gir strike was run
at YD 142716, 't 1515H, = message from tho 9th Marines Airccted a re-
port to be made on the use of firecracker munitions and ordering all
M3341 grenades to be turned in.

At 1616H, Lima Corpany commonced a M-15 familarisation fire on Hill
g, g ccase fira was ordered at 1634H. At 1645H, Lt Griffith, 11th
Lngineer Bn. reporte? to mosition to check position for the location of
observation towers. At 1803H, OP Gold observed 2 NVA in the open at
YD 158779, a recoiless rifle migsion was fire? with gonA target coversge.
At 19347, the 2nd Platonn, India Company reported sighting a small heli-
copter go Aown below a ridge in the IMZ and Aid not eome wp again, The
2-2 anA =% Pngitions wers alerte? to check grid square YD 1671. Kilo
Company roported hearing engine nrise north of the D™, approximately
2000-3000 moters.

8 March 68, At 09124, Kilo Cempany Aeparted the A-3 Pogition tn search
for its MI*, At 09557, Filo Company reportel having located MIA, Varine
had become seperated from his unit on 6 March 68 and was afraid to return
to the position at night.

At 10187, Kilo Crmpany roturned to A-3, At 1500H, a combined air
and artillery CS Gas strike was hel? in the vicinity of YD 140715.

At 1830H, at the A-2 P~gition an ARVW snliier injured his hand, He
was treated at the Battalion *id Statinn and MeAd Twvaced at 193CH. At
2137H Mike Comnany reported hearing engine nogses At 22008, counter
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mortar radar at the A-2 Position detscted 20 NVA moving west at YD 213773,
dusters were fire® and adjusted by CMR, The NVA moved into defilade at
YD 216758, CMR adjusted 60mm mortars with good target coverage. The NVA
dispersed. At 2254H, a Kilo Company Listening Post reported approximately
f personnel 400 meters from safe lane. Listening Post reported at 23254
that there were 8-10 personnel moving at water point. Ilistening Post
ordered to fire small arms with starlight scope. Personnel dispersed
after first round was fired.

9 March 68. At 0005H, a Xilo Company Listening Post fired M-79s at NVA.
in front of their position. At 0015H, the Kilo Company Listening Post
sighted more NVA, S-3 passed word to engage if within range. Radar
‘reported down at 0104H due to dead batteries. At 0815H, due to 173
activity in area Xile €aipmny omitted Chéck Point % 4, . At 0926d, OP
Gold sighted one NV& at YD 159737, a 106RR mission was fired with good
target coverage. Colonel Smith, 9th Marine Regiment Commanding Officer
arrived at the A-3 Position gt 1055H and departed the position at 1130H.
At 1237H, Coloncl Marsh returned to A-3 from 5-2 Position. 4t 1550H,
a resupply helicopter dronped a M-37, 3/4 ton truck while transparting it
to the A-3 Position. The vechicle was dropped at YV 189714. Kilo Company
was aiorted to leave position and check vehicle, At 15568H, Mile Company
reported they could check the vehicle, word was passed to Kilo Compa.ny
to atand down. At 1634H, Mike Commany st position of M-37 reported the
vechicls complotely dcmolished. Two tires are the only salvagable parts.
At 1TO00R, tower 9 at the A-2 Pesition observed 3 NVA at YD 237765,
A 10ARR mission was fired, two HEPT and two Bechive rounds were fired.
The target area was hit but no definate results were observed., At 1825H, -
OP Gold reported tubes firing at 070N mils at a distance of 9000 weters.
OP Gold again reported hearing tubes firing at same position mt 1900H.
At 2014H, OP Silver observed NVA in front of their wire. 4t 2021H, Idma
Company fired small arms at two NVA in front of their positiom. 60mm
mortars were fired at the movement at 20%1H.

10 March A8, At 0021H, a India Company listening Post reported movemsnt
at 50=100 meters to their front. One figure was visible. At 0400H, a
Lima Company Listening Post reccived two incoming artillery rounds
approximataly 200 meters to their front., ‘rtillery fire was believed

to ba short friendly H*T fires. At 04234, two artillery rounds immscted
in ILima Companys area. The rounds came from & southesst direction and was
believed to be friendly asrtillery fire. At 1055H, the A-2 Position
received 6 rounds of ertillery fire which impacted near the trash dump.
™o of the rounds vere duds. A counter battery srtillery mission was
fired at coordinates YD 210831, .

At 1100H, Protestant Services were held. 4t 1255H Memorial Services
were held for Mike Company casualties. At 1507H, OP Gold reported tubes
firing at an azimuth of 5200 mils and a distance of 9000 meters. OP
Gold reported hearing tubes at the same azimuth at 1535H, Algo at
15358 the A-2 Position observed m0vement'at' coordinat ‘.
fired 3 rounds to mark targets in ares snd gef wp ?g ??1226153 mAtﬂggRR
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movement. At 4715H, the A-2 Position received six rounds of enemy ertillery
fire. Friendly artillery was being fired at active enemy artillery at

the time of the incoming. At 2000H OP Gold received 40mm fire from the

A2 Position. .4 check fire was celled. The rounds impacted on the enst
gide of the A-3 Pogition. At 2220H, Charlie Company, 1/4 caught an ARVN
solider at the water point with a case of '"C" rstions. The ARVN had &
large amount of Yorth Vietnamese money. He was turned over to the ARVYW
gAvisers. At 1830H, tanks at the A-2 Position fired 14 rounds at a group
of NVA. The NV? ran into a treeline.

99 March 68, #t 0300H Charlie Company, 1/4 mmbush heard tracked vehicles
moving 1200 meters to their east. *t N6NOH, a killer team consisting

of a toam leader, two M-79 grenadiers, ona ¥G Team, 4 snipers, one corp-
man, one FO Team and 2 radiomen were inserted at coordinates YD 191706.
The team will raturn at N830H 13 March A8, At 0930H, a Kilo Company
patrol detonated some type of an explosive device, no casualties were
sugtained. At 1020H, Kilo Company reported another explosion, Filo six
believed mines wero command Aetonated. Kilo Company withdArew and prep
fired the srea and returned for a further search., At 1135H OP GolA
reported artillery firing from an azimuth of 5200 mils at a Yistance of
9000 moters. At 1255H, Hill %28 took two sniper rounds from the vicinity
of Hill #31 (coordinates YN183740). 4t 1215H, Kilo Company reported
sighting one NVA at YD 189706, At 1635H, the killer team was sot in,

At 17194, OP Gold reported enemy artillery firing at an azimuth of 5200 mils
st a Aistance of 9000 meters. At 1735H the A-3 Position received enemy
mortar fire. OP Silver rcported a tube firing at an azimuth of 0600 mils.
OP fold reported a tube firing at coordinates YD 183746. At 1740H, OP
ColA fired a 60mm mission at YD 183746. The A-3 Position received 11
rounds of enemy fire. A crater analysis indicated 60mp mortar. At
1742H, e Mike Company OP observed a unidentified person at YD 194708,
believed to be g cnemy FO. At 1800H, a helicopter took small arms fire
at coordinates YD 252768. Mike Commany OF reparted unidentified person
sighted run into treccline. The 4.2 Position received six roundis of eneumy
ertillery fire outside of the wire, no casualties susteined. At 19508,

a Kilo Company ambush (KA3) took 6-7 rounds of sniper fire. At 2050H the
A-2 Position reported that heavy vehicle noises wera h2ard by their ambush.
4t 2120, OP GolA roported gighting a trip flare at coordinates YD
159738, At 21451 HRI fires impacted at scene of trip flare. At 2255H,
the killer team revorts? heering vehicle noises. At 2317H, a Marine
from th~ Communications Platoon was burned gseverly by = gas lantern.

The Varine tried to refill lantern while it wa3z hot. At 23507, killer
team roportae? h-aring tracked vehicle noises from the southegst.

12 March 68. At 0050H, the battalion surgeon advised the watch officer
that the man burned by the gas lantern was in good condition and will

be Med Bvaced in the morning. At 0800H, Kilo Company Aiscovered a freshly
dug tunnel at YD 195718 and that the tunnel was Aestroyed by Engineers.
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At 11307, at the A-2 Position an enginecer steppe? on a mine resulting in
wounds to the right leg and heel. Marine was Med Evaced, At 1320H the
tower at the A-2 Pogition sighted 13 personnel moving north from
coordinates YD 19741, A AOmm mortar mission was fired and movement
ceagsed. At 1440H a MeAd Bvac was completed at A-3. At 17254 the tower
at A-2 gighted VietCong moving into a treeline at YD 2571. The VC
charged clothes and left weapons in treeline. The Ae2 Position received
11 rounds of enemy artillery fire from coordinates YD 236837. A counter
battery mission was fired, Crsualties were two WIA's Fon Brac.

At 2145H @ Mike Company listening Post sighted two persons in a
rice pa’dy to their front. Four persons were sighted at 2210H. A-2
Position at 2245H dotected 4 to 6 NVA by radar. A 106RR was fired, The
NV5 digappoesred.

13 Mgrch 68, At N852H, Lima Company (-) returned with killer team. At
N925H, TA% found 90 fresh fighting holes set up along a steep riigeline
at coordinates YD 213752, The holes wers set in a 180 degree perimeter
and were no older then a day. At 0955H, Mike Comoany sighted 4-5 NVA

st YD 186738 and checked area with negative results. 4t 1028H, ItCol
Marsh Aeparted for the 9th Marines CP. At 1106H, the A-2 Position
received 26 rounis of mixed caliber enemy artillery (100mm, 130mnm,152mm)
from coordinates YD 233%825.anl1 YD 220824. Counter battery was fired by
artillery, naval gun fire, an? a TPQ. One casuality WIA NonEvac was
sustained, At 14059, a convoy from Dong Hg arrived at A-2, At 1535H,
the A-2 Position ha? one Med Evac, a Marine from Charlie Company, 1/4.
The Marine iniured his hand when he jumped in a hole during incoming. At
17054, OP fiold received two rounds of sniper fire. OP Silver reported
sniper fire at 1710H, At 2207H, Kilo Company reporte” movement ani lights
at 1700 meters, on an szimuth of 4200 mils. 4n artillery mission ani

two rounds of 90um were fired at lighta. At 2230H, Mike Company reported
: two NVA in the wire. At 2234H, 5 NWA were reported, Companies were put

4 on stend by. At 2256H, four rounds of 105mm impacteAd on the.A-3 Position,
1 no casualties were sustained. At 2347H two 175mm rounds detonated over
the 2=3 Position. The 9th Marines COC was notified.

14 March 68, At 0450H, OP GolA heard grtillery firing at an azimath of
0700 mils, and a Alstance of 7000 meters. *t 1025H, approximately 150
people were observed moving north from the A-2 Position. Twenty goven
rounds of é0mm mortar WP were fired over the heads of the necople. They
turned south and Aispersed. At 1140H, the 9th Marines Regimental Commander,
Colonel Smith and LtCol Marsh arrived at A-3. Colonel Smith depsrted the
position at 1305H, At 1310H, CMR at A-2 Aetected an object moving from
coordinates YD 207816 to YD 194814. At 1830, OP GolA heard artillery
firing from an aziruth of 0700 mils and a Aistance of 2000 meters. At
1848H OP Gold sighted one NVA at YD 158736, Two 106mm RR rounds were fired
with good target coverage. At 2050H Mike Company reported 4 NVA moving

by the wire to the west. At 2105H, the 4-2 Position reported that a ARVN
unit heard what scemed to be a chinese speaking over their net.
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15 March 68. At 0002H, OP Grey roported lights in grid YD 1671, light
was stationary. At 1123H, the A-3 Position receiwe? 5 rounis of enemy
60un mortar fire from grid YD 183745. /n 81mm mortar mission was fired,
Ona casualty WIA, NonBvac sustained, At 1215H Kilo Company found an
abandonAad house an? bord shelter at coordinates YD 202710, engineers
Aagtroyed same. At 1614H, a fixe? wing aircraft receive? small arms fire
fron sporoximately grid YD 173753. At 16%0H, Mike Commany roported it
was sending a non battle casualty back to the A-3 Positinn., Marine fell
an? injursd ankle. At 1710H, BAS reportod that non battle casualty will

remain at aid gtation until resupply or the 1st helicopter on 1f March 68,
At 1730H a briefing was held at the COC. ‘

16 March 68: At 0439H, one rouni of artillery impacted near Kilo Companys :
night activity. ! check fire was called and no c¢-s121%iera ~ere sustéin,
At 0722H, Mike Company departed the 4-3 Position. At 0900H, Mike Company
reported finding 782 geoar and MG amm~ at cooriinates YD 188737, also
reported movement in their area.

At 09ACH, Charlie Company, 1/4 ha? a enntact st cnordinates YD 195734,
The company reccived small arms fire from gpprnximately 40 NVi from
gseversl lncations to the northwest, north and northeast. MWike Crupany
mada 3nntact with a large MU' faree at YD 1877%A. At 0945H, enemy artillery
impacted in the "™MZ and near Mike Company. Miko Coupany marked positinon
with air pannls. .At 1000H, Charlie Company requested a Me? %vac at YD
199749, Landing zonc was nnt secure (one priority and ore emergemey).
At 1020H, an A0 came on station. At 10237, Mike Company reported A WIA's
(minor). * 10315, OP Gold sighted 30 WV4 at coordinates YD 183745. At
1042H, Mike Crmpany received enemy mortar fire and the Med Ivee helicopter
tonk seall) arms fire. At 1050H, Mike Company sighted a large number of
NV? retreating and carrying bodies. 4t 1100H, Mike Company received
smgll arms fire. At 1107H, Charlie Cempany 1/4 moved back to renrganize
an? coutinue tho attack. The recerve platoon meved from the A=2 Position.
Charlic Crmpanys Me? Rvac was complete? at 1130H. Helicopter moved to
Mike Corpanys positi~n to pick up casualty.. Charlie Company received
enmy artillery fire at 1207H. Med Tvac was completed at Mike Company
vosition at 12A8H. At 1311H, an alr strike was run. The A-3 Position
recoived enermy artillery fire. A% 1430H, OP Gnld firs? 10ARR at WA
in the open. A% 151nH, Mike Company reported being in centact along a
50 watew front. M 1526H, Mike Company reported a KIA and 4 WIA's. Tixed
wing airer i% made a Aummy run tn agsist Mike Crm-any in getting casual-
tics. At 15507, en air siriksg was run., Mike Company reccovered its
casualties at 15M0H. inother air strike was held at 1606H, a fixed wing
aircraft was hit at 16171 an” ike 7ilot bailed out over the osean, At
1618H, Charlie Comnany, i, 4 T “mmn3d to the 1-2 Poaition, and Mike
Company raturned tn the (-3 Pryition st 1745H. 4 Mod Wvac was completed
foom the A-3 Pasitinn at 18C0H. At 22214H, activities for Charlie Company,
1/4 wera eancells? for 17 March 48.
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17 March 68, At 1405H, the 4-2 Pnsition reprrted two membors of the 11th
Engineer Bn. were injured by a mine while working in the minoficld. At
1522H, a resupply halicopter reccived antomatic woepons fire from coord-
inates YD 100708, Approximately 3 weapons fired. An srtillery mission
was fired.

At 17509 an air strike wes held. e sireraft tnok small arms fire -
Aurine the nir strikes. At 2107H, a lima Company Listening Post reported
mrvemont to their front. *t 2125H, an undetcrmined number nf W' ware
sighte? by a Cherlie Commany smbush, Sighting was confirme® by CMR.
in 81mm mortar mission was fire? with gnod cnverage of the target. The
NVA were lncsted ratreating to YD 194745, and a 105mm artillery mission
was firel. Movement ceased, At 2200H, tower #9 at ’-2 mpighted a truck
convoy at YD 185805. The convoy proceeded to YD 160774 an? returns? to
YD 185805. An artillery missi~n was fired with unknown results,

18 March 68, At 0930H, Kilo Company foun? a W' pack at coordinates YD
206711, At 1135H, fixe? wing aircraft were on station an? running strikes.
The aircraft took antometic weepons fire from YD 173753 and 173744 at
1515H, At 2145H, hesvy rain causel flroding of a tank prsition. The

tenk and emmnition wars mrved. At 22107, an artillery round impactod

on Hil1l #28, At 2228H, the A-2 Prsition received 14 rounds of enemy .

artillery.

19 March 68, *t 0145, small erms fire reported heard in the east. The
-2 Pngitinn reported hearing small arms also but Aid not know orgin,

At 0600H, Lima Company was OPCON'ed to the 1stBn, 4th Marines. At
095NH, 42 reporte? a FF unit was smbushe? at 0200H by an NVA platoon. No
other details. At 1351H, a sniper had a gocidental diseharge. An in-
vestigation will be conducted. At 2105H, OP Silver reported hearing a
radio and sighted a flashlight gpproximately 2000 meters to their front.
At 200CH, s messege concerning the FVA offensive was received from the
9th Mgrines. At 2300H, all gctivities for 20 March 68 were cancelled
due to a arclight scheduled for the morning of 20 March 68,

20 March 8. At 0440H, OP Silver observed a trip flare go off {n front

of their lines. ™e area was checked with negative results. At O8NOH,

OP Silver and Gold were evacuated. At 0907H, India Company moved from
Wil #28. The are light was completed at N95CH and India Company returned
to Hill 428 and manned all positions. A Med Evac was called and completed
at A2 at 1245H, (heart attack). At 21309, a message from 3/3 rogr was
received requesting a report on floodine of bumkers from heavy rain. A
negative report was submitted.

21 March 68. At N50TH, OP Gold reported a TPQ drop on the north side of
Hill #31, secondary explosions vere hegrd. At 0530H, Mike Company and

a Command Oroup departed -3 (Frag Order 6-68) and Kilo Company departed
at 0620H. Charlie Company, 1/4 departed A-2 at 0540H, (Freg Order 6-68)
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At 0808H, all battalion elements were at objectives and were setting in.
At 0815H, Kilo Company found numerous N4 equipment and at 0915H found 4
NVA bodies and one #K-47. At 1037, Col Smith, 9th Marines Regimential
Commander arrived at position and departed at 1105H. At 114(H, Kilo
Company found a 50mm mortar tube. At 11550 the battallion S-3 officer
reported that no NVA were observed on Hill #31, Mike and Kilo Companies
searched the Hill. Mike Company returned to A-3 at 1448H. Lima Company
had a heat casualty in the south free lane at 1448H. A corpman and M274A1
were gent to the south free lane at 1452H. Kilo Compeny returned to A-3
at 14509, At 1458H, Lima Company returned from OPCON to 1/4.

N

22 March €8, At 0500H, Lima Company departed for -2 and arrived at 0645H.
Charlie Company, 1/4 was chopped to OPCON of 1/4. At 105AH, OP Gold report-
ed hearing small arms fire in grid YD1674. in AO was requested. At 11024,
the A0 checked grid 1674 and surrounding area. At 1119H, the 40 reported

a bunker complex at coordinates YD 154743. At 12450, OP Gold hegrd artillery
firing at 0200-500 mils. A briefing was held at the battalion COC at

17%0H, At 1800H, the A-2 Fosition sighted 3 NVA in the.bdpen at YD 230775.

A 81gm mortar mission was fired with good target coverage. The NVA moved
into a tomb used as a bunker. H&I fires were scheduled for coordinates

YD 237775. At 1940H, OP Gold reported hearing heavy machine gun fire fron
an azimith cf 507 =il at AMN0eA" O motarg, 4t 2030H a message received
from regiment ordering the battalion (covered circut)to be up on a 24 hour
basis. Ungble to comply due to lack of power source. At 210061, lima
Company at 4-2 “osition reported one Marine teken 111 due to dwinking
native liquor. Marine was taken to A-2 BAS, At 2125H, a mess.age received
from Regimental S-2 indicating enemy offensive could start tonéght. At
23594, the radar (AN/PPS-5) Aetected movement at seversl locatfions between
2000-3600 mils from A-3. An artillery mission was fired.

gi
£y

23 March 68. At 0220H, o message was received from the 9th Mar-ines to
anticipate jamming of radio nets. *t 081CH, Mike Company sight:ed 2-3 NVA
at YD 193709. An artillery mission was fired., At 1155H, OP Goold reported
hearing small arms fire at an azimuth of 5900 mils at a distancie of approX-
imately 200 meters. An artillery mission was fired. At 1426H, the A-2

' Position Teceived 26 rounds of 85mm enemy artillery., There wexee 4 - -
casualties, (WIA, Med vac). Casualties were personnel from aAtth
Artillery, USA. The Med Evac was requested at 1440H and completedd at ..
1515H. At 2105H, the A-2 Position reported a light at coordinateg YD
202746. The CMR picked up 4-5 moving objects. A 81mm mortar missicn

was fired with good target coverage. At 2210H the duster section
commander revorted secondary explosions at coordinates YD 185942 after’
firing H&I fires.

24 March 68. At 0210H, Kilo Company reported movement to their front.

At 0608H, a Mike Company ambush received 6 rounds of incoming enemy Lok
artillery and that there were no cesualties. At 1115H, g Marine at the

A-2 Position was injured while unloading a helicopter. The Marine suffer-

ed a possible fracture of the right knee. The Med Brac was completed at
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1210H. At 15009, Limm Company foumd g direct wegpon sito &t coardinates
N 233742, At 1700H, Kilo Company found one sa:nel charge, one chicom
and one E-Tool on Hill #%1. The ordnance was destroyed and the E-Tool
turned into S-2. The A-2 Position sighted two personnel woving north

at coordinates YD 217750. An 81mm mortar mission was fired with good
coverage of target.

25 March 68. At 0605H, Kilo Company reported a mine detonated in front
of fighting hole #2. At 06%0H, the A-2 Fosition received 6 rounds of
unknovn caliber artillery. All rounds impacted outside of the wire., At
1330H, tower %9 at 4-2 sighted 30 personnel, mostly women moving north
at coordinates YD 198738. A mortar mission was fired over their heads.
The civilians returned south. At 1800H a battalion briefing was held

B.t the COC.

]

26 March 68, At 12409, the radio relay circut to the 9th Marines
failed due to generator trouble., At 1345H India Company sighted 20-30
personnel at YD 213693. Personnel seemed to be building positions. 4An
artillery mission was ploted to be fired if needed. At 1354H, an A0
was sent to check personnel observed by India Company. At 130071, the
| - A-? Position sighted a group of people moving north at YD 197743. An
81mm mortar mission was fired over their heads. As the people contin-
ued north 12 rounds of HE were fired. Personnel then returned south.
At 1412H, the AO reported %0 fresh fighting holes at coordinates YD
213693 with men working on them, also some civilians are in srea. The
S-3 ac;Hual reported he believed positions would probsbly be used against
Route #1.

At 1450H, two artillery rounds impacted in the middle of India Company
column and one casualty (Yon Brac) was sustained. 4 check fire was
called, At {A00H, India Company fourd and exhumed 3 fresh graves at
YD 197711. Immediate area was littered with 4 walking sticks, 3 small
rice bags, 3 pith helmets and bloody clothing. Bodies had been dead
3-5 days and were believed to be killed by an artillery mission called
E on 22 March 68 in response to a sighting. At 1507H, OP Gold reported
5 hearing enemy artillery firing from an azimuth of 0500 mils at an
unknown distance. At 183%0H the A-2 Position sighted 4 VA gt YD 226775.
4 81mm wortar mission was fired with good coverage of target.

27 March 68, 0100 the Marine thought to be wounded from friendly
artillery impacting near Company I was not wounded but brused seeking
cover. At O725H the A-2 Pogition sighted 4 NVA at coordinates YD 233766,
A 81mm mortar mission was fired with good coverage. At 0"25H, the
Rattalion Commander and S-3 Officer mede an aerial recon of the area of
operations. At 14207, Company M discovered a T™H-10 mine and one RFG
round. Ordnance was destroyed in plsee by enginesrs. At 2100H a trip
flare went off hy the east gate. Ares was checked out with negative
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o8 Morch 68, At 0150H, a 155mm artillery round imacted inside of the
wire at coordinates YD 177727, between holes 9 and 1 More rounds
impacted outside the wire. An investigation will be requested. At
02408 radar detected vhat appearcd to be a tracked vehicle. A4t 0900H
Company K reported a Marine was suffering stomach cramps, one squad from
Company M departed A-3 to return Yarine to perimeter. The squad returned
to A-% at 094CH. At 0950H, the A-2 Poaition received 57 rouhds of engmy
artillery (152m) from coordinates YD 21048312, A counter battery mission
wag fired, At 1002H Company X gighted onr W1, smgll arms were fired

at WA with unknown results. At 1025H, OP Gold reported enemy tubes
firing from en azimuth of 0200 mils. At 10301 the Regimental Commander
(Colonel Smith) arrived at A-3. At 1050H a Med Brac was requested and
canceled. Yarine was evacuated by resupply helicopter. At 1135H the A=-3
Position received 7 rounds of enemy ertillery (1“5m). The rounds
impacted outside of the perimeter. The 9th Marine Regtimental Commander
departed position at 11408, At 1345H, Company K reported finding 2 VA
packs and 3 broken entrenching tools at YD 160707. At 1425H, Company

K found tracked vehicle tracks at YD 154704. *the tracks were approximately
1 to 2 months old. At 1625H the A.2 Position received 15 rounds of
eneny artillery fire (15 oum) from YD 214817. A counter battery mission
was fired.

59 March 8. At 0433, Company M reported a artillery round impacted
in company area. At 0436H a mine detonated in Company K's area. A
check of artillery and mortars revealed no missions wore being fired at
time round impacted. Incoming round heard by Company M was believed to
be the mine detonating. At 09508, OP Gold reported enemy artillery
firing from an azimuth of 5800 mils. At 10238 an artillery round
_ dctonated over the A-3 Position. At 1205H Company L arrived at A=3e

A convoy departed the -2 Position at 1614H and arrived at A-3 at 1638H,
OPCON of the A-? Position was chopped to the ARVN at 1500H. The convoy

departed 4-3 at 1745H.

30 March A8, At 04250 Company M reported its radar down due to battery
supply. At 11309 a message from 9th Marines S-2 raported two enemy
howitzers located in the vicinity of coordinates YD 171768 and a
hattalion of the 320 Division at coordinates YD 190745. At 20%58H, OF
fiold reported raceiving shrapnal from artillery rounds impacting in front
of their position.

31 March 68. At 0345H 2 messaga from 9th Marines aivised that enemy
offensive would start at O300H throughout Tietnam (B=2.rating). - 4t 064H
the Battalion Commander departed with Company I. At 1700H friendly
artillery fire from C-1 impacted on OP Silver, resulting in 4 WIA's.

One VI3 was Med Avaced at 1855H. An investigation was requested. Ab
47508, Company I and the Battalion Commander returned to A-3.
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- 34 Battalion, 34 Marines
33 Marine Division, (Rein) ™MF

i PO, San Francisco, Crlifornia 96602

: Copy __of __ Copies
b — 3d Bn’ 3& Ha.

A-3 Position
: 18 March 68
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Frgg Order §-68
Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS Series L7014, Sheets 6442 IV and 6442 11T,
Time Zone: H

Task Organization.

Company X (Rein) Capt. D.R. FRANK
FaC/TACP Tean

: FO Team, 8tmm Mortar Plt.

i FO Team, "C",Btry, 1/12

' One Sniper Team, Hq Co, 9th Mgrines

AVN Interpretex

Dog Team, 3d MP Bn.

Com;anx M (Rein) Capt "".H. McADAMS
FAC/T ACP Teanm

: FO .Toam, 81tm Mortar Flt.

i FO “Team, "o" Btry, 1/12

E One Sniper Team, Hqe Co.y 9th Marines
' ARVN Tnterpreter

Tompany "7", 1st Ba. 4th Marines Capt. 0.J. R"NFO
TAC/T AP Team

PO Team, Bimm Mortar Plt,.

FO Team, "C" Btry, 1/12

1. J3ituation.

a. Fnemy Forces.

(1) On 16 March Company M and Company C, 1st Bn, 4th Marines
made contact with an enemy force believed to be battalion size in
strength on an-extended front dug in en Hill #31 (Crid YD 187743)
Contacts we made similtaneously from YD 183728 to YD 196745. The
enemy was well equipped snd sunported by medium artillery which wag
adjusted throughout the duration of the six hour erngsgement. The enemy
was thought to be only a portion of a much largsr element sttempting
to mass on the eastern DMZ for the purpose of sttackl
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or populated area in the general area. There are no indicatione that
he has withdrawn all forces from tho prepared positions encountered.

(1) Operation Kentucky continues ani the 9th Marines A0 renains

the same.
{2) 1st Bn, 4th Marines is mresently conducting a sweep of the

Pho Oc and Loc Son &res.

P 5. Mission. Conduct a recon in force of the Fill “31 to determine
the strength and composition of encmy forces in this Arca and exploit

supporting fires.

3. Txscution,

a. Concept of Operations.

(1; See Annex 4 (Scheme of maneuver),
(2) Move with one comPany at H-Hour under cover of d=rkness to
geize Objactive #1 at H 4 30 minutes. i
Move with one company (rein) to scize Objective #2 and
establish a position to support the seizure of Objective #3.
(4) Move one company (rein) from the A-2 Positionto esteb-
1lish a blocking position in the vicinity of Check Point 3 at H + *%.

. (5) On seizure of Objective % move one reinforced company
from Objective #1 to Objective #3 and establish a blocking position/
patrol base,

(6) On seizure of Objective #3 be prepared to seize Objective
#4 with one company from Objective “2. ,

(7) Conduct patrols of opportunity from patrol bases on
Objective #3 and #4 up to a limit of 500 meters.

b. Company M.

(1) “urnish = »atoon size ambush in the vicinity of the
Pagodus at YD 194730, to be in position not later than 2000 on D-1,
Move with the remainder of the company from HMill #28 at H-Hour and
consolidate the area secured by the smbush patrol. Wurnish a platoon
siza patrol to probe the approaches to Objective 43 and on order seize
Obiective #3 to include the high ground to the immediate north. From

this position be prepared to support by fire the movement of Company K
to Objective #4. On order furnish one platoon size patrol of opportunity
to sereen the srea 500 meters east of Objective .

c. Company K.
(1) Move at U + 45 to seize Objective ¥2. Prom this position

be prepared to support by fire Company M's seigzure ﬁf@m%&m ng E@
BLASSIRI
57 1im:lossul:le.ﬂ
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order secure Objective %4 and conduct limited platoon size patrol of
oppertunity not more than 500 meters to the east/northeast.

d. Compsny C, 1st Bn, 4th Marines.

(1) Move from A-2 at H + 14 to Check Point #3. Tstablish a
defengive blocking position and attempt to engage by fire encmy personnel
entering the ares from the west. Be prepared to conduct limited
security patrols not more than 500 meters to the north/northeast.

e. 106RR Platoon.

(1) Tetablich firing position on £-3 and Hill #28 to support
either attacking company by fire and to block withdrawl routes in the
vicinity of YD 183746, Targets in the vicinity of the rice paddy
at YD 183746 may be ongaged with positive cleerance providing an officer
or S/NCO are available at the position to varify the target and locations
of friendlies.

f. 81mm Mortar Platoon.

(1) Be prepared to engage targets of opp-rtunity as requested by
the maneuver elements.

g+ Ooordinating Instructions.

D-Nay 20 March 68
H-Howr 0530
Iline of Meparture - Outer wire 2-3, A-34, A-2.
Reference Points - Coins 1773, Gems 2174,
Report arrival at all Check Points and Objectives.
Submit SitReps every half howur.
"Be prepared to employ CS and LaAWs.
Stress camouf lege 'and five discipline.
Specific avenues of appreoach will be coordinated by the
attacking Company Commander.
(10) Maximum use of supporting fires and deliberate movement will
be emphagized,
(11) 7ishtineg holes will be dug on Objectives #2, 43, and #4
immediately on seizure.
(12) Bnsura all units are brizfe? ag to the location of friendly

TN S TN g
st Nt St oo o et

O O~ N o O =
~—

units.
(13) Stress th: concept of mutual support.
(14) Keep a A4etailed list of all equipment captured or destroyed.

LW@MW
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a. All personnel will drink not less than two cantcens of water
and take four salt tablets between H-Hour anAd H-8.

b. Companies will carry not less thet 10 strechers, two of which
will be pole strechers.

c. COasualties will be evacuated to the vicinity of Objective 1.

d. Particular care will be exercised to remove 782 gear and weapons

from ¥ed Bvacs.
. Troops will carry one meal and Ba, normal equipment, T/0 weapon

and E-Tools.
f. Each fire team will carry one air panel.

T

5. Command an? Communications.

a. Si 1g3
i1§ 3,5 P, enemy pPersonnel.

?2) Red star cluster, point of enemy contact.
3) Yollow or Green Smoke, friendly lines

L

b. The Alpha Command Group will remain at A-3 less the S-3 who
will accompany Company M.

J. W, ¥W'RSH
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps
Commanding

OFFICI'L

R, W. TTYMLAY JR
Major, U.S. "arine Corps
S-3

uﬂwﬁmggmﬂﬂ

—
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snnex ) (Operation Overlay) to OP Order 6-68 : g
Ref: (&) Map: Vietnam, 1:25,000, 3eries L8020, Sheet 6442 IV N, ’
(b) 9th Marines QP Order 4-68
Time Zons: H . 4
. (<]
16 !
) ¢ r:J u
4 1 3
) 0800 - 160
K}:% <« ,/ I
/ ;
o T?
0"1 g
—x
IRt —X '

J. 4. M/RSH
OFFICIAL . Lieutenant Colonsl, U.S. Mgrine Corps

) . Commanding
R, F. FINDI?Y JR,
Ig'aqor, U.S. Marine Corps
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HEADQUARTERS i
9th Marines s
34 Marine Division (Rein), PP
FPO San Franoisco, !

10Xaré8

Fromt 3Se3, Third Battalion, Third Marines
Tot S«3, Ninth Marimes

ls On 6 March 1968 Compsny"M" end the battalion oom-
mand group (=) oclosed with 2 well o ized end equip~
ped NVA unit, dug in on a broad front from YD 150734
to YD 155738, Contact was initially made by a squad
sixe security element while cheoking out a ridge 1line
to the oampanys forward left flank, which deminated
the companys chosen route of sdvance at YD 153733. The
rldge 1ine was the key terrain in the immsdiate ares,
and intervened between company "M"™ and the yet undiee
corered HVA foroe, which was deployed in a well came~
ouflaged and coordinated NVA forsdfied position, dug in
on both sidea of the Frenech road (Route #561),

A8 the squad moved agoross the topographiosl orest -
of the hill, thres machine gun positions were asighted -t
30 to SO meters away. The guns were in open holes and ~
oriented to the soughwest. The squad ned fire with
small arms snd M«79's end the three positions were overs
run before the NVA oould react, All threes guns were
captured, The Maprine unit was inmmediatel onstg:d at
4 greater distence from approximately 28 to 30 fortife
fed emplacements on both sidea of the poad, taking
heavy ocssualties, The Bquad withdrew ae it's parent
platoon wae moved forward to reinforce, The oompany o
comander ooomitied a scoond pletoon to cover an exposed
flank, and the platoon initially engaged, pulled baok ,,
from the ldlling zones and consolidated the ridge line, -
A hasty perimeter defenss was established by the company,

2+, The NVA employed seversl machine guns from spprox-
imately 30 fortified emplacemen ts oeh were "Backed :
up” by fighting holes and eonnouting trenches from which
AK<;7's and Chi-ooms end RPC's wers smployed, Although
the friendly perimster was defensible amd the Narines
neinteined some freedom of maneuver, movement forward to’
thé enemy position was not possitle., The snenmy positione
were not only heavily fortified but obsecure from air L
and ground observetion, Enemy mortars wers smployed '
ggoxiutoly 600+~1500 ms ters to the northwest of Route

. .

1 , N
Enoclesure (1) 5
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One platoon (rein) was committed by the HVA tg“onh
flank the rolium from two different directions but
Was offectively engaged and heald at a distance of 125-
50 meters fram M/3/3's flank, A grest Geal of time
vas required to evacuate casualties 300 mebers to L he
rear, to a secure L7, PFive KiA'pg 1]l VIA's had to
be moved and only e small number of parsonnsl sould de
spared from the perimeter to assist, becauss of the
oontinuous efforts 6n the pert of the eremy to breech
the perimeter,

Short!.{ bhefore the arrieal of the msdevac chopper,
the firendly position received mortars and artillery
infliot another KIA end 2 WIA's, Onoe the medevace
wers completed the company began to pull back with their
Walking wounded., Chiecoms and emsll amms fire continued
along with heavy artillery and mixed mortars. Casualties
continued to moun§ and each time a landing mone was
established, enemy artillery would be effeotively ad just~
ed until 1t was no longer possidle to oarry KIAts and :
WIA's and hold the enemy ground forces cutside of ef-
feotive Chi-com and smell arms range, A decision was
made to risk a medevas, even though the mons had preve
iously received two voiloyc of ertillery five,

Kilo oomrny had by this time established an eff-
eotive blocking position through whioh Mike finnlly
withdrew toward A-3 position, Items of interestt

(1) Gunships were availeble as medevao chasse on
station for approximetely 45 minutes, dbut would not
support ground troops. Ounships when rsquested to fipre
indlceted they wore required to reserve their fire unti}
medevacs had been completed end the birds had oleared
the srea. This was eritical in that gunships requested
for support purposes were not svailaeble,

(2) NVA ertillery wes very sccurate and ad justed
with the highest degree of effectiveness yot obrerved by
this command,

(3) The seout doge warning was not cntirol.{ heeded
by the platoon commander, This is somewhat mitigated by
the fact that a platoon commsnder thoroughly investigated
sach alert of a scout dos, would reduee his rate of movee
ment to an unac-eptahl ¢ depruveic: Perhidd elstUnphasis on
lnowing the characteristios of esch dog would be beneficlal
in this regard,

{X) This was the first ocoasion cgorimood by this
comnend duping KENTUCKY, were NVA ground troops in contaot

Enclosure (1)
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vere effestively supported b{ their owm artillery, not
only was Mike company effeotively adjusted A fdal v
company at YD 163737 and Kilo ocompany aopl:‘yod f’m A=)
were both sngagzed by KVa artillery. This was a apparent
effort by the ensmy to prevent 375 from reinforcing,

(S) It is sesumed tho area to the northwest of the
French road at YD 150734 is & deliberate defensive strong -
point and not a position intended for short term ceocupancy
based on the feollowings B

(a) NVA 1/Lt xilled with dress insignis on collap |

(red field with two stars), which ts normally mot warn by
unit subjeot to close contact or capture, Individusl was
apparently a company commander,

(b) Rapid edjustment of fires in iug rt flanking
movensants indicste preplamming of fires as well as s re~
sponsive communiecation capability, :

(6) Weapons captured were spotlessly olesn and
new, not like those carried by troops subject to eontinuoig
movemant , or in contact for any length of time,

(6) NVA wore no helmets or packs, or were noted
with any equipment normally ocarried by & maneuvering unit, -

(e) Holes, emplacemsnts snd tunnele were most
elaborate, Eighteen fregs grenades were thrown down or
around one hols and three magazines fired im the hole,
Seconds later one NVA raised up from the hole killing
two Marinee with srwll arme ,

() This area gives access to several lucrative
north-south infiltration routes sndfould be used to :
harbor and support mansuver elements to the south by NVa,

(g) Past actions over the past 11l months ind!oaﬁ
the NVA will spare nothing to hold this ground, (1/9,
14y 3/, 3/3).

(6) A unity not pinned down, will frequently lose
mobility a result of inability of a company (150 persone

nel) to ocarry 20 desd or wounded any spprecisble distance,

Expsrience indicates this may require up to 80 men of /F
the personnel are to be moved simultanscusly whioh would
:o Qmpuetson 1f socurity snd fire superiority are to
e eonsupsd,

(7) Coritinuous casuslties over a long period of time
renders it diffioult to impossibtle to meintain an scourats -
and ourrent estimste of medevac requirenemts at all times,

3
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(8) Medevao estimates were further elouded by the fae$
that ohoppers oarried from 7 to 11 medevacs 5ased on the ,
desires of the aircorpeft commender and the salesmnship
ability of the battelion Alir Lialson Offioer,

(9) It is estimated that the bLattalion engeged s compa
sise unit in eloses contact, perhaps on an OPLR ¢lomdy supporte
od by the majopr portions of a battalion, )

(10) There ie 1ittle doubt that the enemy will conduet
an sll1 out defense of this area, . .

(11) Light and medium srtillery would have 2ittle or
no effect in neutralising these positions, Fotulng less
that Dv (delay) or sccurately adjusted 175¢8 would re~
duos theseo types of ponsitiona,

(12) The use of CS im considered one of the major
break tbronﬁm. The lack of gas mabke somevhat reduces
the capability of friendlies to exploit this sapsbility.

; Ray Finlay
Rt ' RAY FINLAY

Enclosure (1)
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Ae 3/3

B. 162200 K

C. YD 183758
Ds Surmery of 3/3 recon. of southern DMZ ‘
Es At 1602008 1/3/3 and ¥/3/3 and cormand group commensed R

movemsnt to deploy for first light sweep from PLD on railié
rb‘d tracke between YD 180760, and YD 192754 through the .
1775 grid, while completing the initiad deployment of the
two oompanies at XE 160800H, Elements of 1/3/3 spotted |
20 NVA 1in green uniforms with packs and helmsnts moving |
from YD 178761 at spprox., 160803H.I/3/3 diseovered apprnxg

60 82m mortar mmds, while employing to engage the approoh-
ing NVA, 1/3/3 was heavily engaged by another force of npyﬁlt
30 NVA from ooncesled fighting positione at YD 183758 as |
I/3/3 closed in on the bunkers, They were also engaged rpilv_
ther rear by several KVA in spider traps, Bunkers noro';:’ '
well construsted and camoflauged snd covered lppl@%ﬁol rrom
the railrosd tracke, RBunkera were soreensd by trees and |
undergrowth which somewhet negated the effeet of LAAWS, |
H-79's end M=26's, DH-10 mines and boobyetraped chi=coms
wers discovered in the area, Priendly stand off distence -
of the enemy was ams little as S meters, Enemy elements -
not in bunkers withdrew snd arty, and gunships end fixed
wing were called in with excellent results, M/3/3 was
deployed north to I1/3/3 rear to prevent sncireclement, after

/  approx.3 hrs, of oloss in fighting. I/3/3 attacked bunkers
by fire and pushed enemy back from bunkers a sufficient
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‘distance to extraot casulity. Air end gunships were agatﬁ““':
called in to sngage the retreating snemy snd had outltln‘ln‘
results, MEDEVAC ocompleted, the sweep continued as pllnnbj
et 161412H, M/3/3 elemente detonated a boobyetrap devioo~!0' 
TYPF unknown at 180758 resulting in one USMC casulity, xtbi '
EVAC, |
Movement from south to DMZ was restrioted to file along
rallroad tracke, Due to waist deep marsh snd rice paddiqi o
on each side, Bunkers thoughout the area were organired and |
heavily fortified with construction materials. Extendto th.fv
point of contactR west to the AN-XA area, evidence of rocqﬁt
movement of large number of enemy EEK persennel north aud
south through the ANeXA srea. Ko evidence of trackodvvnﬁ(éllb
Casulity and KIA's inoured primarily were of the upper bédy

am—

from gunshot wounds. Enemy were dislodged from bunkers

primarily as roaultn of effective deployment of the H-79 GB.

Enenmy oasulitton do not include a result of the gunlhipl. :
this information will follow later.

Feo L4 KIA'S

G, 6 WIA'S MEDEVAC

H. NEG,

I. TOT 24, breakdown 1l fixed wing, 10 arty. unknown
Je=N+ NEG.

TOR: 0007 3D MAR DIVe 9TH MAR: #

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

9th MARINE REGIMENT
33 MARINE IR VISION (AEIN), PP
FPO SAR PRANCISCO, 96602

3/NEmm

13200... 1968

Frem: Comnanding Officer
Te 1 Cemmanding Oenerel, 3d Narime Division

SBubj: 34 Battaliom, 3d Marimes enomy contaet of & Mareh 1968,
Ensl: (1) Narrative ef 3/3 ecntast of 6 Mareh 1968

1. Fnelesure (1) was received by this Eeadquarters ia the
"pough®., It was retyped and forwarded fer your gemeral
formation/appropriate sotiem,

2., It i3 believed that the fellowing peints extrassted frem
enclesure (1) sre notewerthy.

a., It is realised that the "rules of engagenent” pre~
serided for gumships accompanyimg medevac helisopters are fer
a purpcse and under nermal conditions sheuld be adhbered W,
Howsver, in this relsted imatance the nature of the Sarged,
the sectical situatien, ths nomeavailability of requested gun-
ships, and the ground commanders request, should have beem
sufficient justification, to dsviate from mormal precedusres,

be The highly offective employment of enemy merters and
artillery (the secomd example of sueh withim a week) in direet
suppert 9f enemy units, may indicate that the employment ef
larger sised patrols near the eremy's prepared g.hilu
ne longer be practical. This regiment will 1limis
of large sised patrols to within 500 meters of imewn prepared

. onewy petitiomns,

R.B. SHNITH
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