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3d Battalion, 34 Marines
334 Marine Division (Rein), FMP
FPO San Francisco, Californis 96602

3/RFF/emn
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7 May 1968

From: Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines

To; Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code 403D)

Via: Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein) FIF
Commanding General, TII MAF
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subjt Coumend Chronology for period 1 April 68 - 30 April 68.

Rof: (a) MCO 5750.24

(bg FMFPacO 5750.8 | \
(c) DNivO 5750414 \\
Encl: \/(1) April 1968 Command Chronology. N\

1. 1In accordance with referonce (a), (b) amd (o). encloswre (1) is
submitted.

2. Group IV: Downgrade at three year intervals with declassification T

after twelve yearse Doclassified upon remov%\of enclogure.

W{ﬂ%
DONALD C. MARCHEITE
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' - P/RT 1
ORG ANI Z/TTONAL DATA
1. DESIGNATION © COMMANDER
3d Battalion, 3d Marines LtCol J. W. MARSH 1-30 Ammil
' Subordingte Units _
" H&S Company Capte. T.W. SRWOID 1-26 april
{stlt P.B. CLONI'Z 27-30 April
India Company Capte 0.J. LEHRCK 1-30 spril’
Kilo Company Cgpt. D.R. FRANK 1-30 ppril
Lima Company Capte F.R. MATTHEWS 1-30 April
Mike Company  Capt. W.H. MCADAMS 1-30 April
r At Unit

vhiskey Btry, 1st Bn, 12th Mgrines,
Capt. J.M. STRANK 1-30 April
3d Plt, Company "A", 3d Tank Bn, Cysgt J.R. MoCELLAND 1-14 pril
1stLt J.E. MocCOLLUM 14~-30 fpril
Section, 2nd Plt, "A" Btry, 1st Bn, ADA, AWSP 44th Arty, USA

T

1stlt T. LAMPE 1=27 April
1stlt H.C. NEISON 27-30 fpril
Detschwent , Sound Plt, "F" Btry, 2nd Bnm, 26 Acvty, USA 1-3 ppril
Detechment, "C" Cosy 3rd Enginesr Bn. 1-30 fppril

2. loogtion:
1-30 April, Quang Tri Province, YD 175723, (2-3), RVN,

Xe Staff Officers:

Executive Officer ‘Major G.,P. SLADE " 1-30 spril
S-1 1stlt D,C., MARCHEITE 1-30 April
5-3 Major R.F, PTNDLAY JR. 1-30 ppril
S-4 1stlt E.H. IAWRWRCR® 1=30 pprid

" 4. jverage Monthly Strength,

USMC USH
oF mo oF mu
38 1054 2 56

, UCLASSIFIED |
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PART IX
NARRATIVE SUMMARY
The reparting period commenced with the battalion making prepara~

tions for a major sweep and destroy operation in the leatherneck Square
area during the period 3-8 April 68. A detalled agccount of the operation

" ig forwarded by enclosure (1). Significant contact was gained on two

gocasions in the course of the operation. On the evening of 5 Amril

a Company "L" ambush engaged an estimated NVA Comrany moving in column
toward the company night defensive position. As the ascope of the contact
increassed, the ambush was withdrewn and the enomy was heavily engaged from
the perimeter and by artillery and mortar close defensive fires. The -
snemy attack was repulsed with only minor friendly casualties, while the
enemy losscs were estimated to be heavy. A search of the ares, at first
light, the following morning revealed 17 W4, KIA's (confirmed), 4 WIA's PO4's,
4 ARAT7's, 3 SKS Carbines and an Ilmpressive collcection of ememy équlp=—

ment and supplies. The second contact of consequence occured on seizure
of Battalion Objective #6 (YD 159651) on 6 April. Approximately 15 NVA
dofending the objective withdrew rapidly with the approasch of Company "L".
The objective was seized with limited opposition and rapidly consolidated.
During the late afternoon, shortly after resupply was completed, the NVA
delivered sccurete 60mm morter fire in the perimeter accounting for 2
friendly KTA's and 9 WIA's. The position was probed and subjected to
harraesing cnemy fires after dark on the 6th and 7th of April.

Contacts made by the Battalion during the operation other than those
discussed sbove wore frequent but of little consequence, and could not
be described as conslusive amd a total of 22 NVA, KIA were confirmed aml
9 indlvidunl weapons captured. The battalion incurred 4 WIA, 20 WIA Med
EV$ and 13 WIA minor. R

The battalion conducted a tactical movement to the Cam Lo Bridge on
8 April and boarded vehicles for transportation to Dong Ha. On 9 spril
Companies "I" and "M" returned by vehicle to the junction of Route #1 and
Route 566 and oompleted a tactical movement to the A-3 Position to
rolieve Companics "K" and ™", 3/1, assigned to man the A-3 Position and
Hill #28 in the gbsense of 3/3. ;

On 9 April OPCON of Company "K" was chopped to 3/4." Company "K" was
assigned to the C-2 Position less one platoon which was subseguently
chopped by 3/4 to 1/4 to man the C-2 Bridge Position. Company "K" with
a1l platoons was chopped to the QPCON of 1/9 on 23 fgpril. The entire
company 1s presently assigned to the C=2 Position. ’

Company "L" was assigned to the OPCON 3rd Squadrons 5th

Calvary, USA during the pariod 9-16 April. UN@M&SSHHE@

Wwhile OPCON to 3/4, = Company "K" squad sized, killer tdam
an estimated WA Company on 16 ipril and was subsequently reinforced

!
!
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by the remainder of Company "K" on 17 spril. Twelve NVA, KIA's were
confirmed and two individual weapons captured, while Company ng" guffered

- 5 KIA and 16 “YIA, Med Evacs.

Other than indicated above contacts gained during this period in
the A-3 A0 were infrequent and of little consequence. Enemy movement

appeared to be generally confined to the south and wost.

Work is under vay to convert the Company Strong Point located morth
of A-3 on Hill #28 to a platoon reinforced Combst Outpost, in order to .
make better use of available manpower, in conducting more sggressive
operations. A major partion of the effort in connection wae completed

Auring this reporting period.

The combat reatiness of the battalion has shown a markod increase
as a result of an sccelerated 1mput of personnel and progress in the
maintenance and supply areas. Afn sccelerated training program ies alseo
expected to pay major Aividendse.

The battalion was ordered during the latter phases of the reporting
period to propose an oxtended operation in the leatherncck Square area
in connection with the recent build up of NvA forces and 3rd Marine
Divigiop rice denial plan has been submitted and gpproved by|CG, 3rd
Marine Division and it is anticipated the. operation will commence
during the initisl phases of the next reporting period.

1 ﬁ’nnlnnut‘a {1
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v ' PART III

SEQUENPTAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. - Combat Missions Assighed.

as Bagic Migsion., To conduct migsions in assigned area of operations
in accordance with 3rd MarDiv Operation Order 59-67.

b. To conduct anti~-filtration operations in A0 with special emphasis
on interdicting north/south infiltration routes. Assume responsibility
for enlarged A0 to include outpost of Hill #28. Defend and provide pro=-
tection for construction effort on Route 566. Refererncey 9th Marine
Operation Plan 2-68; 9th Marine Frag Order #14, (Operation Kentucky).

¢. Conduct a intensive search and destroy operation on a 2000 meter
frontage from the west, from the 17 grid line from An Phu to the 65 grid .
line, placing maximum emphasis on the destruction of endmy positions
and emplacements encountered. Reference: 9th Marines Frag Order 18
(Operation Kentucky)e Battalion Frag Order T-68.

ds On D-7 szoure g patrol base at YD 188735 and conduct platoon size
night ambughes at YD 185735 and YD 190738 mrior to last light.
| (1) Seize Objectives #1 at YD 197746 and #2 at YD 189747 with one
(1) reinforced company each and conduct daylight search and attack patrols
and daylight ambushes from these locations. Reference: Battalion Frag
Order 8-6¢€. '

2. Significant Operations Conducted.

a« The Battalion (-) conducted a search and destroy operation
in accordance with 9th Marines Frag Qrder #18 during the period 4-8
April 68. A After Action Report of the operation is inecluded in Pgrt IV
with the supporting documents.

(1) 4 _4pril 68 - At 1000H Company "I" seized Objective Jill
with Company "K" moving up on the east flank, Company "K' engaged 8 NVA
at YD 157694 with M-60's y mortars and artillery, after an air strike
"I" swept through the area capturing one WA packs At 153UH erements of
Company "L" recoived small arms fire from YD 157698. The company
assaulted through a bunker complex which was concealed by heavy veget-
ation and captured one (1) NVA radio end one (1) NVA pack. The battslion
set in for the night with no further sightings.

(2) 5 april €8 - At 0BOOH elements of Company "M" made contact
with six (6) NVA at YD 158696 and killed two (2) of the enemy. 4t
approximately the same time, Company "K" observed four (4) NVA in the
same general area and emngsged thom with unknown results. (See support-
ing documents for list of captured gear).

The sweep contimed throughout the day with several bunker complexes
located and numerous enemy equipment found which is listod soperately in
Part IV of this chronolegy. The Battalion established two geperate

uﬂ[\\ﬂ@ﬂ M AAREn
[ENREAAES B :"", D
SRS AN R UED
™TMr lassma ! 1;
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perimeters for the night due to the thick vegetation gnd the desire-
ability of employing more night activities to cover the area. As Com~
panies "M" and YL" were digging in their local security was engaged with
small srms from a NVA4 unit at YD 171669. Positions were consclidated and
night activities set in, Several ambushes Teported movement zround their
positions and at 2330E a Company "L gmbush made contact with a unknown
gize enemy farce at YD 168578. It was necessary for the ambush to fight
its way back to the company perimeter. )
‘ (3) 6 april 68 - At O0O1H a Company "K' ambush engsged a enemy
} unit and reported one (1) wounded approximately 25 meters from the
position. &t O015H, the Company WK ambush was heavily engaged and fought
their way back to the company perimeter.
. The Company "L" perimeter received a heavy ground attack which was
o broken with small arms and extremely close and acourate 84mm Mortar
P and artillery defensive fires. At 0645H Company "L gearched the battle
: area capturing 4 POW's and counting 17 NVA bodies. At 1600H while
: moving to seize the ground at YD 159651 Company "L'" observed 16 NV A
) Flecing from the objective to the east. The NVA were pursued by small
i arms fire, artillery and fixed wing aircraft. The battalion received
moertar fire on this ground while consclidating the position on two
occgsions at 18503 anc 1930H. Tne mortar fire was extremely accurate
and followed shortily after a helinopter resupply. At 205CH Company YK'tig
1acel cecirlty raceived approximately 10 Chi Com grenades and at Z224H
engagcd an estimated 20 NVA with small erms. .
(4) 7_april 68. = At O80CH the area of the Company "K" contact
was scarched and one AKAT rifle was captured along with otherx equipment.
: Throughout *the remainie? of the day numerous supply caches ware disg-
: covered =nd deatroyed. At 20554 g Company "K" listening post engaged a
unknown size NVA force at YD 165658. At 2100H the battalion received
numerous probes from the north and west. The probes were supported by
60mm morters, Chi Com grenades and rifle grenadcs. Tho Ilistaning posts
were pulled back into the perimeter and supparting fires called. Contact
was broken agfter about one hour.
(5) B f4prii 68. = Seizure of the remaining ocbjectived was
accomplished wi%out incident and the cperation secured st 1600H when
the battalion entrucked gt Cam Lo Bridge for Dong Ha. .

TR .

3. Casualties Inflicted on the Enemy. ¢

a» During the month of April, the 3rd Battalion, 34 Maripee inflioted
the followingcasuslties on the ememy; 23 NVA KIA (confirmed]) and 4 POW's.

4« Caguslties Sustagined.

; a. Name of Surgecn: Lt. Walter F. Drysdale, MC, USFR, 1-8 April
: It, Emilio Jiminez, MC, USHR 8-30 April

b. Significant Eventg:

| | UNGEASSIFIED |
L\\\ | , 7 | moicgﬂt\‘-: - ______
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(1) On 2 pgpril, one member of HAS ComPany was an NBC from
falling in a hole, poassible fracture left leg.
(2) On 4 April, one member of H&S Company was killed in action
; from enemy small grms fire, one Kit Carson Scout attached to Lima
o Company 3/3 was wounded from enemy mortars.
?3) On 5 April, 3 members of Mike Company, 4 members of Tdma
Compeny were wounded in action from small arms fire. Also one menber
from Mike Compsny was killed in getion gt the same time. One member
of Kilo Company was an NBC self inflicted wound. One deg handler from
34 MP Bn. attached to 3/3 was wounded from enemy small arms fire.
(4) On 6 april, 17 membera of Mike Company, 9 members of ILima
Company, 3 members of Kilo Company, one member of H&S Company were
H wounded due to enemy mortars and Chi Coms; 2 members of H&S Company were
: kilied in action due to enemy mortars and one member of "C" Company, 34
. Eng:l.neerq atiached to 3/76 wounded from enemy riortars. .
()) Cn 7 Aprril, 5 members of India Company and one member of
Mike Cormpany was 1'70\111&:.@(1 due to ensmy Chi Com grenades.
: {6) (a 14 april, one pcrmber of India Company was wounded from
i enemy fire.
i (7) ©Om 16 4pril, 3 mewbers of Kilo Company were KIA'ed from enemy
fire ard@ Chi Comn; one pember of Kilo Company was wounded from enemy fire.
(8) On -7 April, 14 nmorbars of Kilo Company was wounded and
two nmenwbers of H&ES Company was wounded from enemy mortars. Two membera
of Kilo Compeny werc ¥TA'e from encmy mortars.
(9) On 2% April, one mewber of Lima Company non-hostile shrapnel
wound of the left Tue dus to destroying enemy bunkers,
: {10) On 24 Axil, nne member cf Mike Company NBC self inflicted
«45 wouud, T&T =bdorecn.
: (11) Ca 29 April, one member of Mike Company was an NBC from a .
gelf inflicted M—16 wound, T&T left ankle.
12} On 30 april, one mewmber of Kilc Company was wounded duws to
encmy artillery.
(13) Furber of Battle Casualties:

TOT ALS KIia WIA DOW MI4 NBC NBC KITLED
GSMC 3/3 a 60 o C 5 3]
USN 3/3 1 3 (o} 0 o] o
UsMG OTHER o) 3 o 0 o 0

{14) Thore wors a total of 1,268 inoculations given during the
month of April.
{15) Outpaticnt Visits:
(a) Common Complaints;

1) FUO 3
Vonerceal Disease 5§
Heat Casualties 8 M[N]@ILASSBFHE@
Malaria Q
Pental 57
Cellulitis 22
Diarrhes 23

© o P 1Y
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c. Medleal Tronde: There were 15 cases of dysentery with fevex
in Lina Company. The causc was fresh bread picked up at battalion roar
when the company left for the forward area. The bread was not consumed

imnedigtely and was exposed to exiremc termperature ranges.

d. Problem Areazn: None

5. New Technigues Employed. None

6. Command Relatlions.

fe GPOON - 9th Mgrinesye ADCTN —~ 3d MarDiv
‘ b. On 2 April 1968 assumed OFPCON of Companies "K"* and "M", 34 Bn,
i 18t Marines-
: c. On © swril 1968 Companies "X" & "M'", 34 Bn, 18t Magrines weTe
3 chopped from OPCON io the 3th Marines.
d. On 9 April 1968 Company "™ chopped %to QPCOW 34 Bn, 4th Marines.
e. On 9 April 1968 Company "L" chopped to OPCON 34 Squadron, 5th

Arnored Cavalery, USA.
f. 16 Arril 1968, Tompany "L" chopped from OPCON 3d Squadron, 5th

N TP

Armored Cavalery; 37 tce Y& Bng 32 Marines.
E ; 7s Bguipzert. Mone
§ 8. logistics.

‘ a. Supply:

(1) Gencral: Daring this reporting period the battallon has
continucd to build up the 4-3 Positlion. Daily resupply by helicoptar
is the principlc means of trangportation to A-3-

L

(2) Clagss I. &5 daily resupply maintains the regular supply of
Class I at a three to five day leovel. Water buffalos are lifted in and

out prinmarily by helicoptere.

SN,

(3) Clasgs IX. There still remains a critical shortege oni
Bayonets -
Gas masks and filters
Magazines - <45
Binoculaxrs
Salt teblets

prrap—.

{4) Class TIT. No problems encountered in keeping an asdequate
supply of FOL on hand.

(5) Clgss IV, Due to Operation Dye Markor no problems have beon

ancountered in obtaining Class IV items. - e
N an
URECLASSIFIED
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(6) Class V. Tho battalion supply of Class V is maintained at a
BA + 10 DOa,

. Motor Tr orte

(1) The present status is considered sdeguate for current .
operations on the M274A2's (mules), M42221 (mites) and ™37B3 (PC).

(2) Breakdown of M422A1 {mites)
1% T/B 20
5) o/H 14
) 2nd Echelon Maint. O
Zrd Lehelon Maint. 1
Code "X'ed T
&) Operational 12

{v) Breakdown of MZ/4A2 imules)
p) T/E 30 :

(2 ¢/"H 29

(3} 2nd Zrhelon Maint. 8

'; Zrd Echelon Maint. 1

Code "X"ed 1

6} Operational 20

(e) & chortege of carburators, magnetos, nition kits,
fuel pumps, rear csbles and cable leads for the M27442 (Mulas) still
exists in owr motor transport section.

{?) Nixth Motor Transpoart Battalion provides trucks fo pick up
and deliver supplies to the ISA for helicopter resupply. On aeveral
occasions truck support haes been inadequate. ’

ce Engineer Assigtances

(1) The 11th Engineers havae provided aseistance in l.andscsping
and erected two watch towers gt the A-3 Position.

(2) The 3rd Enginecrs have provided assiatance by building a
shower unit at A4-3 Position. Algso provided a bull dozer whiolh was used
to dig positions for the tank platoon, dig out and cover trasin pits for
the position. .

H

d. Ordnance.

(1) 2t the end of the month the battalion maintained: tho
following status:

¢ il R BT O NG 011 B ARD . o v w4:
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TTM ng Otg omgglmul. 2nd WH. 338 FBCH ‘?ISW!
M-14 Rifles 52 52 52 [ 4 o
45 Pistols 329 354 354 (o] A
Shotguns 13 18 17 (o] 1
M-60 MG 35 31 31 o 0
106RR 8 & T o 1
M-T9 38 38 38 (o} (o]
84mm Mortars 8 8 8 (o] 2
60mm Mor tars 12 12 11 o) 1
3.5 Rockat 32 30 27 [¢] 3
M-16 Rifles ' 219 996 K96 0 5
106 RR Mounts 8 e T [n) 1
Flame Throwexs 8 9 A o o

9. Civic Aztione None
10. Administration.

ar. An awards coeremony was held on tha 27th of April. The below
medals were presenied to members of this battalion by Major General
Tompkina, Comunandiryy Genersl, 3rd Marine Divisione.

2 Bronze Star Mcdals
1 Navy Ccummendation Medal
12 Purpie Haarts

b. A total of ¢ Court Martials were held during April; 2 SCM .
Ton Court Mavtials are pending. Five Battelion Commanders Office Hours
wera corplcted and none are pending. There was 4 Company Commandors
of fice Fiours zorpleted and 20 are rendinge.

c. Spocial Services provided Stationary Kits, Game Kits, free beer
end free soda during the month of April.

~ d. Post ®xchange scrvices were not available to the battalion duwe to
it being located at A-3 however Sundries Packages were diatributed.

a. Liberty was _not authorized during this period.

f. Turing thc month 9 Officers and 49 Enlisted Marines rotated to
CONUS. Two Officers and 36 Tnlisted wore transfered as a result ef
medical ovacuation. Thirty Seven enlistod Marines were tranafered
within the Regiment or Divislon.

1*. Porsonnel.s

a. Gains: 3 USMC GFFs; 135 USMC ENL; I USN CFF; 5 USN ENL
b. lossos; 8 USMC OFF; 135 USMC ENL; 1 USN OFF; 9 USN ENL _

DECLASSIFIED
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3 ¢« Monthly Strength (Average):

MC (FF MC ENL USN OFF USN ENL
38 1054 ) 56

d. Net loss/gain:

MC OFF MZ ENL USN OFF TSH FNL

'5/0 o/0 o/0 4/0

e. FEmergency lceve for the month of April; 1 USMC enlisted. There
were no humanitarian transfers Quring thoe month of April. Twice/thric
) wounded or reassigned outside of RVYM due to father/ brother.in . ..
country; 4 USMC cnlisted. .

wneperg

f. There was one Herdship Discharge applied for during the past
month. Threc arc pendinge

P

g. Throes Administrative Discherges are peniing.

S —

h. The R&R Proszram cortinuces to be a major morale factoxr within this
command. There were T3 out of country R&R quotas used and 13 in countxy
quotas during this reporting period. ,

e

1. Moralc ies considorad to be excellent to outstanding.

Postal Serviccs Turing *he month have been good. Mgail was
23 + :

deliver o the forward position by air as available.

12. Intelligcuce.

3

L - TR o

During ths month of April, 3rd Battalion, Third Marincs participated
in one operaticn at the start of the month. It lasted 5 deye and took
th~ bgttalion south of 4-3 to Cam Lo. Contact was made on several
occasions but they were all light contacts. There were a few other
contacts throughout the month. All were minor contacts.

On the 4th of #April, 3/3 started an cperation in which they moved
; south from the trace to Cam Lo sweeping through the 15 and “16 grids.
There was contact everyday but it was light. On one day 3/3 was hit by
enemy mortars on two seperate occassions. See Part IV for After Action
Report, dated 412 #pril 68 for a day by day synopsis. .
: Company India on 14 April while running a patrol made contact ab
1237H at (YD 198696). They engaged with small arms about 4 to 6 NVA.
Contact Wwas broken after a brief exchange of fire and at sprroximately
1300H Company India proceeded to check out the immediate area to exploit
the contact. They found seversl fresh fighting holes and the remains of
a claymore mine which was used during the contect. They also found various
other gear. : : - e e e ’

- —
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On 16 April 68, at 0855H, Mike Compeny elemonts made contact with
what appeared to be a dug in NVA squed. Contact was made at (YD 154701)
while Mikec Companye elecments wore moving to a daylight ambush site.
Cowpany Mikes elements engaged the cenemy with small arme while the rosat
of the Company deployed to ald elements in contact. Artillery and 81's
wero employed. - At 09410H, the EVA woro spotted moving away from thair
position. Shortly afterwards Company Mike checked out the &rea and
recovercd one crow servaed weapons

Compsany lime on tho 23rd of April 68 had elemonts of their company
returning to the patrol bage. A&t 0701H they obsorved 2 NVA at (Yo 1517“)-
They engaged the 2 NVA with small =srms and M-79's. The NVA then fled to
the cast. The area was searched with negative recsults.

At 1445H on the 23%rd of april 68, A-3 received 20 rounds of enemy
ertillery estimated to be 85mm csliber. The artillery came from an
azimuth of 6100 mils. They impscted cutslde the perimeter at (YD $80719) -

On 26 April 68 an India Company erbush at (YD 192734) engaged an
undetermined number of WVA with amall arms and M-79's. At 2020H the .
ambush continued to fire M-79's in the area of contact and received two
Chi Com grcnsdes. The area was kept under obsgervation and searched abt
first light. They found ore NVA KIA =nd capturcd a lot of gesar.

This month we hed no strong contacts. There werc many light contects
with very small unils. Fnewy artillery =nd mortars has decreased this
month. There was a lot of encmy movement in oux area, however 1t was
small units rather than largce units. There were many spottings of 2
.and 3 persons moving in cur aresa. These were engeged by srtillery, 81's,
4.2's and 106's and automatic wespons when posasible. The incoming we
roceived was genorzlly off target.

ENEMY GEAR CAPTURED 1 -~ 30 April 68

Hammocls - : 2 DH - 10 Mines .

NVA4 Packs ’ 28 French AT Mines

NVA Radlo : 4 RPG ~ 2 round - a ’

AK Magazines 9 - 7.62 sumo/MG (rounds) -
Cartridge belts 3 Prum Magazines for MG~

Chi Com grenades 32 RPG-2 charges . .

Gas Mask . T " B-Pools- - -

Binoculars pair 1 60mm Mortar rounds -

Canteens 2 7.62 Rounds for AK's

First Aid ¥it 1 RPG-7 rounds/w fuses
Wallets 2 82mm rounds w/fuged -
Moequito Nets 3 Roll of Comm Wire  *

SKS's 4 Type 56, light MG

AE-47's 6 Canmouf lage cover '
Flashlights & Batteries 3 Blasting Caps,; box

Radlo Batteries 3 Detonators e

Rope 1 710 type minee - " oY 7
Bicycles 2 ' Chi Com grenads pouches. | 3

[ URGL SSIEIED |
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R AT TS

: Beandages 2 Camera 1
Docuements 5 Magazine Pouch 1
Severgl bags of rice and much Rice Bowls 2

clothing, khgki uniform and
civilian attire

13. Communications.

a. The Communications Platoon ran normel wire and radic operations
at A-3. BEzch company was issued two PRC-6's in addition to their normal
41 rsdics for use in %tieing in thalr 50mm mortzr positions. Four mew
radios were obtained (PRC~93) for use with TACP. They are sibgle fre—
quency UHF radios used to control fixed wing aircraft in the field. They
are being tested in the field and so far have proved to be a very ugeful

b. Training. A contact team made vrp of the redioc chief and a tech~-
nician was orzanized to give a ome hour class on Tadic proceedurey maint.
enance gnd operation to 211 0311 radio operators in the line companies.
In addition, lesson plans were submitted from radic, wire and TAC Party
for a 3 howr elass to all squad leaders and potential squad leaders. The

class is scheduled in May.

¢. TFguipment Status. We received ihree new PRC 25'a this month and
8 PRC-E's on a spacial allowance. We also received 4 PRC-93's and 64
nevw whip antennas. However, four FRC25's wsre dropped from our books.
Esscntial gear down is =23 follows

2 FRC - 41
1 MRC - 83
4 FRC - 25

P e o e —

d. Problem Arcas. Threc radio operstors joined the plstoon this
nonth and two 0311's from Kilo Company heve been assigned to the plsatoon
for training ss radio operators. This should totally allewiate our
previous shortage of operators. One Corporsl 2847 was trensfered out
of the Battalion leaving the battalion with one KY-8 technician. This
man will rotate in Jume, L
| Tare antennas are still in barely adeguate supply. -

We sre still 6 FRCw25's under our T/E and these are on orgler.

14, Westher. The weather during the month of April was warm " end humid
with a few light raina, the mornings were usnally cool with a 11.9'!: of

El morning mist and haze which disappeared by late morning. i

1 Averege High ~ 83 degrees Himidity — 85% -

q Avergze Low — 70 degrees Freciptation —~ .87 incheas:
Average Visibility .-~ 5 miles Wind 7 Kaots from the na:?th/wgat;

15, PFire Supperte In April the artillery shot 4,900 rounds iln support
_of 3/3. The support was excellent in most cases. During the ° operation

item. The Comm Officer rotsted and was replaced by Lt. D.P. BARBIENO,16 Apr.
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from 4 April thru 6 ppril 68, 1900 rounds were fired. Excellent re-

sults were had with close defensive fires. These were fired in every

night and used every night either for protection or preps. The night

of 5 April was notable in thgt over 500 rounds were fired all at closo

{under 200 meters from friendlies) range. Fires woere used to break the

force of contact and once this was dcne fires were refired =1l night

‘ to keep the NVA from policing the battle field. In the morning 17 bodiles

| and 4 POW's were found slong with numerous gear and weapons.

! Excellent rosults also were had with adjusted preps which were theon .

i hit with TOT's. Massive preps were alao fired unobserved on targets of
an intclligence naturey however, the battalion was not convinced that

o this is the best way to prep an arcas

B Throughout the rest of the month preps were shot in a saturation

: pattern. That is many grids in a small ares ard hit for a given time

frame. %This technique was sucessful in the battalions A0 beceuse the

battalion knew where to place most prep firea effectively.

On calls were planned more selectively than in previous months and
the uge of groups was cub down.

The obsavetion towers increased vislibility substantially and
increased cur -ise of gemer:zl support, such a3 8 inch and 175mm aertillorye.
To date however, the battalion has been able to locate only onc enomy :
artillery positione. ’

a~ TUalts Proviling direct ard Gensrel Suwpord,

(1) Btry "7, 2ad Bn. '2th ¥arines
-.;zz‘% Btry "B", “nd Bn, 2th Marines
2) Bieoy "F", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
og Btry "C", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
L 5 Btry "K', 4th Bn, 13th Marineas
sg Btry "L', 4th Bn, 12th Marines
7 Btry "M", 4th Bn, 12th Marines
] f,sg Btry '"W'", 1st Bn, 12tk Marines
‘9 Btry "W, 2nd Bn, 12th Marilnes
1 (103 15t &', Howbizer Biry, 3rd MarDiv.
£41) Jth Bn, 4th Actillery, USA
b. Migsions Firede
(12 Suspected enemy positions 189
{2} Prep Fires 92
3) Idve Missions {NVA/VC in open) 55
4 Night defensive fires 20
5 Blocking Fires 12
SG Tinal protective fires 7
7 Couanter battery %
%s% Marking rounds 3
9) TIllumination 1 e
10) Recon by fire 1 DT ety 1
En% H & I'syreq_ues’ted 650 LESSIE m_r:LLb_‘

5
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{2) Bimm Mcrtors

(a) Prep Fires 54
b} Targets of Opportunity 23
¢ ) Counter Mortar 4
d) H & T Firos 287

c. JAmmunition Expecndcde

(1) Artillery

(a) 105mm 2,99
ibg 155mm 106

c 175mm 17
!dg 4+ 2mm 1,786
(e) o" 20

(2) Biom Mortars

{a) HEM (new) 1,749
) WP (new) 79
gc WP {o1d) 146
d) Illumination 23

16. Air_Supporte

i

a. There were 1no girchrikes controlled by this station!., howovdar ,
AD's ran --nvera.J gtrikes in cur AC.

b. hare were 103 TPQ'e requested by this battalion a.nd 27 wexe
hit.

ce Therc were 16 Med Evacs run, evacuating 36 peoplo.

d. Two reconnaissance flights were reguested and Swo Tecelved.

e. Theore werc no HU-1E gunships controlled by thig 'baft,ta]_lon, '
however , AO's ran sovaeral flights in ocur 4AQ.

£, “hore woroc four AO flights requosted plus the norma:I. AO covear-
age in thce grea.

g. Ten 0&C flights werec requosted and nine (9) received.

h. Helicopters lifted 634,153 pounds of cargo and 2686 Passengers
for this babttalion.

17. Activitios/Deactivations/Redesignastions. None

18. Training Rzport. Maximum offort was made during the month of April
to increossc the quality and quanity of training. A classroom bunker and
small anma range werce constructed in this connection. The primary
objective was s through retraining of section, squad and team loadera
in the basic concepts and techniques of tactics and weapons. - Emphasis
was placed on the regponsibility of swmall unit leadors to traﬂn their

e @enm]
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men and a concerted effort was made to prepare them for this mission.
Five (5) hours of NBC instruction was givon to e total of 132 Marimes.
S Subjects includcd csre and use of the field protective mask gnd the
nature of various sgents cmploycd in MBC Warfarea.
A machine gun school was organizcecd to includs three (3) soperate
blocks of instruction and provide a total of 21 hours of instruction
to 245 Marines. Blocks of instruction includcds;

——

a. Meochanical training and cycle of opersation, malfunctions and
stoppages and inmediste action, mil rela,tion and traversing and olevat-
Iing mochanism.

b. Tactic~1l cmployment in the defense and offense.

¢« Technigqueg of firc. Instructions were equally divided among
lecture, demonstration and application anAd a live firing eoxercisc was
included. _ .

e LR

A 60mm mortar school gave 14 hours of instruction to 70 Marines.
- Classes includcd mechanical treining, conduct of fire, adjust fire and
; plotting board.

Additional miscellancous instruction included individual and general
weagpons, comriunications and compass and mep reading by instructions at
"the company lavel.

An MCO 3chool wns organizcd with mstr.‘mtors, losson plansg and train-
ing aids rrepared to commence on 1 May.

HCLASSIFIED
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JOURKAL SUMMARY AFRIL 1968 : ' .

4 april 1968. At OB4CH a message Was receivad from the 9th Marlines

1 requesting that all increases and docreeses of supporting asasts be-

: reported to 9th Marines {Attn S-%) as soon as poasible. At 1035H,
Company "1'" departed to escort tanks to Route #1. At 1550H, a mossage
was recelved from S-2y 9th Marines that a unidentified enemy olement
was in the vicinity of YD 210692. Rated B-3. Company wI" returned to
A=3 at 1515H. At 2015H, the 'AIVPPS 5 detected movement but could npot
determine if it was metallec.

2 spril 1968. At 0100H, Compasny "K' reported movement in front of their

1ines, 1t was believed to be an animal. One 4.2mm mor tar 2 5 enlisted

men were chopped from the battslion effective at 1800H 1 Ap 1l 68. At

0845H, a Company "M" sential post returned to the position with a man

N who had been hurt by a wild boar gnd fractured his knee. At 1052H,

) Col. Smith, 9th Merines Regimental Commander arrived on position. Col

Smith departed at 1120H. At 1200H, a Company "M" gsentingl post sighted

4 NVaA moving south at YD 165705. AO cheoked aresa with nogetive results.
At 1800H, the battalion assumed OPCOY of Coumpanies "K™ and "M"™ of

the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines.

3 aAprdl 1968. At 1015H, civilians were observed at the battalion trash
dump. Company "M" sent a detail to disperse them. Col Smith, 9th
Marines Regimontal Commander arrived on gition at 1430H and departed
at 1545H. At 1708H, (2) Marines from 3/1 were evacuated to "D" Med, oOne
rat bite and one for medical reasons.

4 April 1968. At O630H, the Battalion (~) deoparted to cenduct a sweep
in eccordance with 9th Marines Frag Order #18, (Bn FragoO 6-68). Tanka,
106'sg, 81mm's and dusters remained on position.
At 0950H, an enemy 60um mortar round was received frem an azimath
of 5400 mils st a distance of approximately 1200 meters. An 81mm moxt ar
miseion was fired with good target coveragee. -
At 1000H, Company "I" seized Objective Jill. At 1150H, Company "K"
at YD 157694 mede contact with approximately eight (8) NVA. Company "K“
engaged with M60's, mortars and artillery. An sir strike was ocalled.
Company "I' swept through the area of contect and captured one NVA pack.
At 1228H, Company “K" diecovered 3 bunkers at YD 157698+ The bunksrs
were destroyed .
4t 1530H, at YD 158695 elements of Company "L" received small arms
fire from what was believed to be a bunker complex concealed in heavy
vegetation resulting in one UsMC, KIA and one Kit Carson Scout WIA., Coxpany
"I# moved through the position and ceptured one NVA radio and a WVA paock.
At 1830H, Company "K' st YD 159694 discovered 3 bunkers, the bunkers
were destroyed, ;

5 April 1968. The battslion contimies on sweep. Spot repoxrts and sit -

UNGLASSIFIED |
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reports =re being submitted toc Regimental Hoadquarters from the field.
At OBOOH, elements of Company "L" made contact with six WA at YD
158696. Company "IL" elements engaged the enemy and killed two NVA. At
approximately the same time Company K" observed four NVA in the same
general grea and engaged with unknown results., The following equipment

and weapons were captured. .

1 ‘ 1 Ammnition belt w/4 mag's 2 ChiCom grenades
13 1 Gas mask 1 Pair binoculars
. 1 Canteen 1 Firgt aid Kit
, 6 Pounds of rice 1 Wallet w/correspondence
' 1 Mogqguito net 1 Set of Green ZEhakl clothing
i 1 &K -~ 47 Assult rifle

At 1000H, Company "L" discovered six (6) bunkers, three were caved
in and three were in good condition. The following equipment was found
in the bunkers: )

: ‘ L 3 NVA Packa : . 2 Baga assorted documente
‘ 2 Flashlights w/batteries 3 Radio batteries

. 1 Rope 2 Gas wmasks

: 11 1 Billfold Toilet articles and sleeping gear
: The bunkers were destrcyed and the equipment turned into S-2.

* i At 1445H the battzlion crossed phase line blue and moved toward
H Objective Joyce. At 183CH a Mzrine from Company "K" accidantly shot
himself in the foot with a M-1€ rifle. Enmergency evacuation was not

i : necessary and the man was Med Bvaced the following morning.
’ At 1900H, Companies "IM and '"M" while digging in night positions
wore engaged with emall arms by a NVA unit at YD 171669. Fire was -
returned and the companies continued to consolidste their positions.
An emergency Med Evac was reguested for three WIA's end one KIA.

At 2015H, g Ceompany "X ambush reparted wovement to their south and
: north. The movement gppeared toc be 4 to 5 individuals moving east to
4 . west. At 2330H, a Couwpany "I" ambush made contact with a unknown sised
enemy force at YD 1686768 and ensaged with small armes with unknown results.

g ! 6 April 1968. At O0O1H; a Company "L" ambush engaged an enemy unit and
]‘ reported one NVA wounded gpproximately 25 metera from their pogition. AL
: 0015H, the ambush was heavily eongaged and fought their way back to the
: company pecimeter. Tho Company "1 perimeter xeceived a heavy ground
| attack, the gttack was repulsed. #rtillery and 84mm mortar missions
’ were fired on thoe enemy. Two WIA'Ts were sustsined. At 0030H Company
wIntg listoning posts sighted two NVA moving north to aouth..,
At 0645H, Company "I" checked the area of the nights contact at
| YD 168677 ard discovered 17 MVA KIA's, 4 wounded PO 's and 4 AK-47's
% 5K3's (carbines) and numerous equipment. At 1210H, Company '"M" sighted
! 30 NVA moving west at YD 165655. £n artillery mission was fired.
3[ At 1215H, +the -3 Position received two rounds of incoming artill-
| ery ootimated to bhe 85mm. At 41355H, an estimated 6 rounds of estimated
l . 85mm incoming was roceived outside of the A-3 perimeter in the minsfield.
\

A sounil gzimuth indicated the rournds werae fired from a dist
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approximately 3000 moters and 6000 milgs. An 81mm morter mission was
fired with unknown resulta.

At 1400H, Company "L while on the move to Cojective #5 were fired on
by ARVN elements and suffered two WIA's., WIA's were Med Evaced,

At T60CH while moving to seize the ground at YD 159651 cbserved 16
NVa fleeing from the objective to the east. The NVA were pursued by small
arms fire, grtillery and fixed wing. : .

4t 1850H the battalion received 20 rounds of enemy 60mm mortar fire
while consolidating Objective Six. Counter mortar fires were fired by
60mm mortars and artillery. Two KIA's and nine {9) WIA's were sustalned.
At 1930H 15 more rounds of enemy 60mm mortar fire was received. Fire waa
Teturned with 60mm mortars and artillery.

At 2050Hy; at YD i59651 a company K" listening post received gpprox-~
imately ten (10) Chi Com Grenades, no casualties were taken. At 2224H,
the listening post engaged an estimgted twenty {(20) NVA with small grms
fire. The listening post was recalled and artillery was called in the
area of contact. Three (3) friendly WIA's (Non Eves) were sustained.

T fpril 19568, At OBOOH the area of Zompany K" listening posts contact
was segrched. Blood stains., drag marks, and the following equipment and
weapons were discoverad; :

3 Chi Com Grenades -1 Banann clip magazine

1 ALK - 47 rifle

4t 1030H Company 'M" found two (2) Licyclez at YL 167643. At 1050H,
Company "T" observed two (2) NVA moving at ¥D 163566 in heavy brush. The
enemy were sngaged by sniper fire with negatire rasults. At 1430H,
Company "K' discovered a bunke?® complex at YD 154656. The bunker C omp-
lex conalated of 27 bunkera. wnich were destroyed. | The fallowing equip-
ment and ordnance were found in the complexs

5 DH - 10 mines 4 Chi Com grenades

5 French anti tank mines 1 RPG - 2 round .
400 Rounds mschine gun ammunition 2 Machine gun amminition drums
106 60nm Mortar rounds 3 RPG 7 chargea

1 NVA pack 2 Intrenching tools

Several bags of rice Grean agnd khaki uniforms

Cooking end eating utensils

At 1645H, Company "K" discovered 1CC 60mm mortar rounds at YD 150-
659. The ammunition was destroyed. At 2055H, a Company "K" listening
Post sighted an unknown sized enemy force at YD 165658 and engaged with
small arms, the enemy withdrew. At-2100H, the battalion at YD 158658
received numerous prrobes from the torth and the west. The pProbes wera
supported by €0mm mortars and Chi Com grenades. Listening posts were
rulled into the perimeber,

At 2212H, a Company '"™M", 5rd Battalion, 1st Marinecs ambush operating
from the A-3 Position gighted 4 enemy =t YD 168714. Tho anbush was not
triggered due to the enemy not advancing into the killing zonec. The
enemy withdrew to the southwest. :

21 Enc losure (1)
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8 April 4968. At O730H, Company ™" secured Objective Diane. At 0930H,
civilians were observed at the A~3 trash dump, a detall was sent to
arder them away. -

At 1145H, It General Rosson, USA and General Tompkinas arrived at the
A-3 Position. The Generals departed at 120CH.

At 1600H the battalion operstion secured and the battalion entrucked
gt Cam Lo Bridge for movement to Dorg Ha Combat Base.

9 April 1968. At O755H, Company MY, 3/1 departed A-3 Position and
wrrived at Route #1 at 0858H. At 1025H, Company "I", 3/3 departed Route
#1 for A-3 with the Alpha Command Group following in trace. Company nIn
errived at A-3 at 1135H and Company ¥, 3/1 departed. :
At 1230H, Company "M" and "K", 3rd Battalion, 1st Marilnes were chop-—
ped from OPCON to the 9th Marines. ' _
Company "M', 3/3 departed Route #4 at 1315H. At 1340, Company "K“,
3/1 detonated s mine on Route #1 agpproximately 1500 meters south of
A-2. Seven casualties were sustained and a Med Evac was called. No
other details. At 1445H, Company '"™", 3/3 arrived at A-3.

g e oy

10 April 1968. At 1100H z Company "M" sentinal post sighted 20-22 persons
at YD 190725 en AO was requestede People are believed to be civiligns.

At 1335H, LtCol Marsh arrived at the A-3 Fosition with a convoy
from Dong Ha. Convoy departed A-3 for Dong Ha at 1405H.

11 _April 1968, At 1054H, Company "M discovered a2t YD 170706 an enemy
aupply cache contzining the following ordnances;

8C0 Rounds MG Ammo 2 TH-10 mines

1000 Rounds AK-47 ammo 450 B82mm morter rounds w/fuses

400 S0mm mortar rounds w/fuses 20 Chi Com Grenades

150 RPG-7 rounds w/fuses
£ A1l gmmunition was destroyed with the exception of 2, 60mn , one 52mm
two RPC 7 rounds, one box of fuses which were turned into the S-~2 section.
f At 2245H, OP Grey reported sighting a spotlight at 4800 mils, 2000 meters
west of the A-3 Positione.

. 42 April 1968, Mo s@gnificant events.

4% April 1968. At 1010H, & Company "I'" sentinal post received shrap=-
nel from a TPQ drop. No casusltles were gustained.

14 _April 1968. At 1237H, Company T made contact with 3 to 4 NVA at
¥D 198696. Enzaged with small srms.. At appooximately 1300H one

Marine received a minor gunshot wound {Non Evec)e. Company "L'" proceed-
ed to check out immediate area to exploit ocontact. At 1415H, Company
nIv Giscovered fresh fighting holes approximately 3 to 5 hour's old. .
The remains of a claymore mine which was dotonated during the contact.
Also a DH-10 mine was found. At 1429H Compeany "I"™ found a expendod

1link of 25 rounds of Soviet 7.62mm emmunition, one small xoll, of clay-
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more mine wire and a document« Xguipment and document were forwarded
to the Regimertal S-2.

At 1610H a Marine was sighted by Company "I" walking alone at YD
155696, a helicopter picked up the Marine at 1700H. Marine was bellieved
to be from the 1st Battslion, 4th Marines who had become seperated from
"a patrol.

-35 April 1968, Yo significant events.

E 16 _spril 1968. At O855H, Company "M" clements contact at YD 154701
. with what appeared to be a dug in NVA squad. An AO was requested.

Coupany "M™ engsaged with small erms and deployed to reinforce slement
in contact. An artillery and 81mm mission was fired. At 0910H the NVA
were observed moving northwest from their position at YD 154701. At
0930H, Company "™M" while checking out the area of contact found one
NVA light machine gun w/ammunition drum, (7.62um).

At 1400H, Company "M" found 5 empty mortar ammunition boxes and 2
B2mm mortar rounds at YD 156698.

Company '"M" returned to the A-3 Position at 1830H. The captured
we apon and ordnance were tuvrned in to the Regimental S-2.

THa

17 April 1968. At 0125H, OP Silver reported movement but could not
&ive a azlmuth. A% O5CCH, OP Silver reported movement in grid YD
181736, ordered to keep grid under observatione .

At 1240H, while on patrol, Company "M" was alerted for possible
helicopter 1lift to reinferce Company "K". A lardling zone was selected
at YD 20572%. .
! At 1450H a convoy from Dong Ha arrived at A-3. Company "L" returned
from Dong Ha and providing security for convoy. The convoy deparited the
A-3 Position at 1545H. ’

At 9830H,; Company "I found 3 fresh graves at YD 197712. The graves
were opened and 3 adult male bodiea were discovered. Bodies were
killed by shraprel. 4 messgge from the 9th Marines S5-3 was received
at 2135H desiring grids for possible air delivery of G3S. Grids to be
submitted no later that 480630H. S~3, 1-4 Offéer and 2-4 Officer notifiad,
At 2330H, grids were sent to the Regimental S-3.

18 _April 1968, At 0936H, a mesazge from the Sth Marines S-3 cancelled
thrust points'due to a compromise.

At 0940H, Company "M" sighted 2 WVA at YD 173744. Company "M" -r
enggged eremy with automatic wegpons fire end fired artillery znd 4.2
mortar missicns with good target coverage. &t 1124H a message was received
from 1st Battalions 4th Marines requesting clearence of grid squares 1557 -
and 1668 for operations. Grid squares were cleared. At 1600H a message
wag received from the 9th Marines S-3 concesrning requests for ACTs.

J9 April 1968. No significant events.
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20 April 1968, At 0905H, a message from 9th Marines directed that stray
animals in mine fields be taken under fire ani destroyed, if possible
prior to detonating minecs.
At 1156H, Company '"L" at YD 184735 found two bunkers 4X4 feet, e
3 overheazded, spproximately 5 monthe 0ld and at YD 184736 discovered one
bunker gpproximately 2 to 3 weeks old. All bunkers were destroyed. An
" WA intremching tool wes also found.

At 1512H, at YD 190723 Company "L" digcovered a anti aireraft poasition
consiating of a circular trench with a six foot mound in the center. In
' the center of the mound a two foot piece of bamhoo was mounted. «3%

It was believed to"be g mskeoshift mount for gn automatic weapone.

o

21 _April 1968, NWo significant eovents.

: 22 April 1968, At O7C1H, Company "L" gt YD 164707 discovered two
4 bunkeras approximately two months o©ld, overheaded, dirt and wood rein-
forced. The bunkers were destroyed.

At 1015H, Major General Stillwell, USA visited the position. The
Genersal deperted at 1040H,
i At 1153H elements of Company "L'" observed 4 NVA moving north at YD
3 148706. 4n artillery and 4.2 mortar mission was fired. A search of the

W

in erea was held and a camouflaged cover and one bag of rice wag found, Ab
g 1205H, olementa of Company "L" sighted 20 to 25 NVA at YD 143707, all

armed and with camouflgged packs and green uniforms. A0 was on gtation
end an srtillery mission was fired with unknown results.

At 2025H, QP Gold observed 6 NV through a starlight scope in a
rice paddy at YD 170736. The ¥VA were ongaged with small arms, artillory
and 81om mortar night defensive fires. Area will be checked out at first
light. At 211CEH, OP GolA had more suspected movement. At 2233H a
Company "1™ listcening post reported movement to their fromt, ingide the
outer wire.

i

Dl il

23 j;%_jl 1968. At 0645H elements of Compeny "L" at ¥D 153706 found
five (5) 82mm mortar roumds. The rounds wore destroyed by demolitions.

oy

; At OT7O1H an eleoment of Company "L" while returning to the company patxrol
3 . base observed 2 NVA at YD 151706 and engaged with small grms fire. The:
: NVA returned fire with small arms and M-79's and then fled to the cast.
The area was searched with negative results. 4t 0910H at YD 154704
Company "L" vwhile destroying a bunker suffered one (1) WIA casualty
i‘go;Ha sacondary cexplcsion. A Med Evac was cslled gnd comp letecd at
101 .

4t 1000H a Company "M" OP aighted three (3) NVA at YD 182742. A 106,
B81mm mortar and artillery mission was fired with unknown results. At
1910H, two (2) NVA were sighted at YD 183732 by Company "I", Sixty
mortar and 90mm mission fircd with unknown resultse - i

: oAl mQe]
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April 68. At 0905H, Col Marsh departed to visit Company "K' at the
C-2 Position. .

At 1100H a Company "M" sentinal post sighted two (2) NVA personnel
in ths opsn at YD 18%3749. 4n artillery mission was fired with good target
coversge. At 1110H, Col Marsh returned to A-% Fosition.

At 1240H, Company 'M" reported e accidentgl discharge at their
sentinal post position, resulting in (1) Marine being wounded. An
-emergency Med Evac waa requested. Med Evac was completed gt 1317H. A
serious incident report will be submitted to regiment. At 1445H, the
A~3 Position received 20 rounds of enemy artillery fire of a estimated
85mm caliber. The fire was received from an azimuth of 6100 mils. "The
rounds impacted outside the perimeter gt YD 180719.

25 Apxril 1968. At 1930H, amall agrms fire was received on the south side
of the perimeter. 4 106mm mission was fired.

26 spril 1968. At 0OS00H, Company 'M" departed in accordance with Bn Frag-
Order B8-68. At 1301 Company "L" discovered two bunkers at YD 154732, -
bunkers were destroyed. R

At 1330H, incoming enemy artillery was cbserved impacting at YO -
194740 and YD 480730. A4t 1345H, Company "L" destroyed one dud 105m%
round at YD 189729. At 1430H, Company "M" returned to A~3. :

~=ft 17108, the battamlion was notified by the 9th Marines S-3 to
have one- (1) company standby for possible employment to Con Thein.
Company "L" was placed on alert and secured from standby et 1945H. At
1933H a Company "I" ambush (IA1) at YD 192734 engeged an undetermined
number of WA with small arms and M-79's. At 2020H IA1 reported firing:. ¥ °
M-79's in the area of contact. The ambush received two Chi Com greons 4 g
one of which was a dud. Ares was kept under observstion and will be’
searched at first light. .

At 2045H a Company "L" OF sighted gpproximately 6-8 NV: at a distance
of 1000 meters in the vicinity of YD 185731. Jin artillery mission was
fired with unknown results. At 2108H an OP and the battalion lines
sighted two groups of 4 to 5 individuals at YD 176723.

27 spril 1968. At O6COH, {(first light), IA1 searched the. area of conbact
and discovered 41 NVA, KIf4 and captured the following equipment and
weaponss;

4 X magazines w/rounds 3 DH~10 mines

1 Box blasting caps 2 Facks
20 Detonators %3 Chi Com grenades

6 Z-10 mines 1 Flashlight

1 Cartridge belt w/canteen 2 Chi Com holders

2 Boxes AK-47 ammunition 1 Camera

1 Cartridge belt for Chi Coms 2 Rice bowls S

end magazines . 2 Mosquito Nets -

2 Bandages 2 Hammocks ‘

1 Document A

ssorted ciwilian- -olothing———
T RO ‘

- Efxcloﬁﬂ«_ .
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1 Empty Can 1 AR-47 rifle

All gear was forwarded to the Regtimental S-2« At 1330H, General
¥rulak arrived at the 2A-3 Position to present awards to members of the
battalion. The General departed st 1500H. At 1537H a convoy from
Dong Ha arrived on the position. The convoy departed at 1610H.

28 _April 1968. At 0930H OP Gold observed two (2) persons in civilian
clothing at YD 166739. An 81mm mortar mission was fired with good target
coverage: At 1115H, a Company "I" sentinal post sighted an individual

at YD 187709. The person was carrying a rifle.

29 Amril 1968. No significant events.

30 _April 1968. A4t 1335H, OP Gold sighted tube flashes at a distame

of gpproximately 2500 meters and a azimuth of 5400 mils. An sexrtillery
and 8imm mortar miesion was fired with unknown results.

| UNGLASSIFIED
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HEADQUART ERS
34 Battalion, 3d Marines .
33 Marine Division (Hein) FMF : .
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

Copy of Coplien
3d Bn, 34 Mar
A-3%3 Position

¢ . 2 fpril 68

Frag Order T-6B
: Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 MMS Series L7014, Sheets 64421V and 6442111,
Time Zones H '

Tasgk Organization.

Com "I (Rein - Capt. O0.J. LEARACK
FO Team, "C" Btry, 1/12 .
- PO Tesm, 8MTmm Mortar Platoon
DOB' Team, 3rd MP Bn.
Sniper Toamy Hge Coe 9th Marines
FAC/TACP Teoam
Enginecer Team, "C" Co., 3rd Engineer Bn.
HST Team, 3rd -Shore Party PBn.

Company “K" (Rein) Capt. D.R. FRANK
FO Toam, "C" Btry, 1/12

FO Team, 91mm Mortar Platoon

Dog Team, 3rd MP Bne

Sniper Teamy Hge CoOss 9th Marines

FAG/T ACP Team

Enginear Detachment, "C'" Co., 3rd Engineer Bn.

Com; "M' (Reln Capt W.H. MCADAMS
FO Team, "C" Btry, 1/12

FO Team, 81mm Mortar Flatoon

Sniper Toam, Hqe. Co.y 9th Marines

HST Team, "C" Co. 3rd Shore Party Bn.

FAC/T ACP Toam

Engineer Detachmaent, "C" Cco, 3rd Engineer Bn.

Company "L gRei_nz Capt. F.R. MA'THEWS
PO Team, "C" Btry, 1/12

FO Team, 81mm Mortar Platoon

Sniper Teams Hg. Co.s 9th Marines

FACAT ACP Tean

Engineer Detachment, "C" Co. 3rd Engineer Bn.

L N
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. Orientation ~ Refor to Operation Overlay innex (4) { Ses 3rd Mar.
Div. Operstion Cverlay 18=68.

.1« Situgtion.

a: Enemy Forces.

21; See Curremt INSIMS.
2) See Annex (B) Enemy Situation ovorlay.

b. Friendly Forcos.

(1) Operation Kemtucky contimes and the 9th Mgrines AO remains
the same.

(a) The 9th Marines will employ one (7) battalion to clear
the area between longitudinal grid lines 15 to 17 from the Phu An area
to the Cam Lo River. Task Force Robbie will be in a blocking position
north of the French Road in the Cam Lo area. 18t Bn, 4th Mgrines gnd the

"3rd Bn, 4th Marines will block likeky avemies of egaress from the zone

of action west toward MSRH 561. '

The 2nd ARVN Regiment will employ two battalions in clearing the
srea south of the 3/3 A0 between the 17 grid line to Route #1, south
to the wicinity of the 63 grid line. A composite total of five (5)
direct support artillery batteries and twe (2) Whiskey Batteries will
be in general support of the battalion. Responsive air support can
be anticipated. An arc light will be delivered at H-4 on D-Day in the
vicinity of the 1666 and 1667 gridse. .

c. Attschments gnd Detachments.
. (1) See Task Organization.
de. Artillel.‘x.
(1) Annex C

2« Mission.

a. Conduct en intensive search and destroy operation on- a 2000
meter frontage from the west, from the 17 grid line from An Phu to the
65 grid line. :

b. Place maximum ouphasis on the destruction of enemy pa-sitions
and emplacements encountared. ) )

e Executione.

PGS

[ UNGLASSIFIED

a. Concept of operations.

28 .o Emclosure (1)
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{1) Move with one (1) company at H Hour from tha A-3 Position
to selze Objective #1 and establish a blocking position to cover the
movement of the remaining ccompanies. .

(2) At H Hour + 1 move with one (1) company (rein) along.
assigned Route of advance to secure Objective #2 and support seizure of
Objective #3.

(3) One {1) company {Tein) will secure Objective #3 supported

by a company (rein) from Objective #2.
4) One (1) company (Tein) will seize and consolidate Objective

#4.
(5) A battaiicn (-) night defensive position will be estasblished

on Objective #3. One (1) company (rein) will consolidaste and defend
Objective #4. -

b. Company "M".

(1) Move from 43 at H-Hour and establish a blocking poeition
on Objective #1 to cover movement of the remsining companies across the
open paddy area at YD 168T712. Be prepared on order to move from Object-
ive #1 to Objective #3 and defend the northern sector of Objeotive #3.

o Company "I".

(1) Move from the A-3 Position at about H 4+ 45 minutes along
the assigned route of advance to seize Objective Jill and continuve the
attack to geize Objective #2, on order. From this position be Prepared
to support by fire or reinforce the seizure of Objective #3 by Company "K".
On order, move forward to objective and assume the misesion of Battalion
Reserve by occupying position on the inrner perimetér of the battslion
defensive position. Be prepared to furnish ambushes at YD %49681 and
YD 154677 to be in position prior to last light.

d. Company "K".

(1) Move in trace of Company "I" to Objective #2. Upon Combany
"I 'y seizure of Objective #2, move mround the western flank of Company
"I and continue the attack to seize Objective #3. TUpon seizura of @
Objective #3 consolidate and be prepared te defend the southern sector
of the battalion defensive position. On order be preprared to furnish =
Platoon size security patrol to uncover patrol Objective YD 153673,

e. Company "IL".

(1) Move in trace of Company "X" to the release point establiche
ed at YD 160703 and continue the attask to seize Objeotive #4. Consdl-
idate and defend Objective #4 in a company strongpoint type defense.
Furnish ‘one (1) reinforced sgquad ambush at YD 168683, L

+
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f. B4m Moxrt Platoone.

(1) Be propared to support by fire the movement of the battalion
to the 69 grid J:lne. 81 Platoon Commandar will move with Command Group
I1A" .

. g. Company "K“ gnd Company "M", 3/1.

{1) Companies "K" and "M", 3rd Bn, tst Marines will man the
A-3 Defensive Position in accordance with the fire plan sketch and °
instructions received from the Battalion Executive Officer.

h. Cooxrdination Instructions.

{1) D-Day 4 April 6B
Ez; H-Hour O530H
% Iine of Departure: South edge of trace west of the A=3
Position. : ;

{4) BEmwphasize the probability of encountering booby t¥aps along
obvious gecess routeas.

(5) Submit position reports when moving every % hour and sit-
uation reports every hoar on the half hour.

(6) Reference Poimts: Countries 1865, States 1870, Ships 1668,
Typag of Wood 1664.

7) TFighting holes will be dug at ecach permanent position. -

B; Destroy all bunkers and emplacements encounterede. -

9 Stress camouflage and fire discipline.

10) Koep a detalled 1ist of all enemy eguipment captured or
degtroyed.

{11) Be prepared to mark lines with air panels or emoke and to
mark with 3.5 RRP or &0mm, WP. :

12) Brief all hands or friendly positions.
13) Consider the possible use of flamethrowers and CS, smoke,
and demolition charges if bunkers are ercountered.

(14) Unloss otherwise announced be prepared to move without
delay cach morninge.

(15) Normal security will include 331/3% with one (1) IP fuxr-
nighed per platoon perimeter, 100-200 meters forward of friendly lines.
Ambushes will normally be furnished frou the reserve companye

16) Use froquent security halts and place maximum emphasis on
standard land navigation techniques.

4. Administration snd logistics.

a. The following egquipment and ammunition are prescribed;

{1 Normal srms and equipmaent.
2 Third canteen is opticnal.
3 One macheto per sguad.

URCLASSIFIED
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30

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

4) One complate doemolition and pryo bag per squed.
5) Five (5) MCI per man :
6 One full capsule of salt tsablets. per man.
T One bottle of halizone per two individuals.
8 One change of socks per individual.
9 Two 3 E-B Gas lannchers per companys
)} 1600 rounds, per M-60 Machine Gune
) %66 rounds of 5.56 per rifloman.
Four Frag greonades per individuale.
One CS grenade per individual.
: Four claymore mines per squade.
: Cne air panel per fire tean.
A g i 150 rounds of 60mm per rifle companye
17) LAAW'g, minimum of 6 per squad.
518) 12 collgpsable gtrechers
19) Approximetely 1/3 mile of comm wire per company.
- b. Insute Med Evacs are recordod properly and that wespons and
782 geaer is recorded from casualties pricr to completing. evacuation.
c. Regular resupply of Class I and IV is scheduled for the after-

I noon of D+2.
Se Command and Communiocationse
a. The Alpha Coumand Group will move-with Company K" .

1 b. The Brave Command Group will move with Company "I'.
: ¢. Primary means of communications in the defense will be wire.

J. W. MARSH
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Carps
Commanding

OFFICIAL
R.F. FINDPLAY JR.

Major, U.S. Marine Corps
s-3
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.HEADQUARTERS
34, Battalion, 34 Marines
34 Mgrine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Framisoo, California 96602

Copy of Coples
34 Bny 3 Max ,
A=3 Position. ’

24 April é8

Frag Order 8-68
j ' Map: Vietnam 1:150,000 AMS Series L7014, Sheets 6442 IV and 6442 IIX,

3 Time Zons: H

| Task Organization.

"M {Rein : Capte W.H. MCADAMS
FO Team, "C" Btry, 1/12
- : FO Team, Bimm Maxrtar Plgtoon
! One Scout Dog Team, 33 MP Battalion
FAC/TAP Tean
S-2 Scout’ 4 % e

Detachment, "0 Co., 3d Engineer Bn.’

T . T O

Company "I" (Rein) Cart. P. R. MATTHEWS
: FO Team, "C" Btry, i1/12

FO Team, 87mm Mortar Platocn

Ore Scout Dog Teams 3d MP Battalion

FAC/TACP Team

5-2 Scout

ARVN Interpreter

Datachmnt, "C" Cosy 34 E‘gmeer Bn.

1. Situation.

a. FEnemy Forces.

(1; See current INSUMS

(z Increased enemy sightings from both alr and ground indicate
NVA forces sre moving in small groups in the vicinity of Hill #31 to

the northeast of A-3. AO0's have also observed what appears to be small
NVA elements moving amongst civilians in proximity to the railroed tracks
in the 1974 grid square. .

be. Friendly Forcese.

(1) Operation Kentusky continues and the 9t -Marinas 50 _Tomains

‘ HSD

the same.

i
i
§
i

1vjh‘.‘,- 5
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i (2) The 1st Battalion, 4th Marines continues operstions to
the west of the 15 grid line from the A-4 Position.

(3) The 1st Battalion, 2nd ARVN contimes t0 operate from the
A-2 Positien. The A0 boundry has been extended to include gll. sreas weast
of the 21 id line.

(4?: Whiskey Battery {(-), 1st Bn, 12th Marines will fire in
direct support from the A~3 Position. Supporting firea will be in
accordance with Annex "B" ( Pire Support Plan ).

c. Attechments and Detachments.

(1) . Remains the same.
{2) Sece Task Organizsetion.

2. Migsgion.
Be D—1

(1) Secure a Patrol Base st YD 188733 and conduct platoon size
night ambushes at YD 185735 and YD 190738 prior tc last light.

(2) Seize Objectives #1 at YD 197746 and #2 at YD. 189747 with
one reinforced company each and conduct daylight ambushes from these
locations.

3« Execution.

ae Concept of Opergtionsa.

(1) On DP-1 day at O700H conduct a recon patrol ih the v:loin.‘lty
of Tan Lich, establish an OP and maintain observation ovar D-1 ambush
site with one squede.

(2) On D-1 at 1730H move with ons (1) company along assigned
route and establish a Patrol Base at Tan Lich and deploy two platoon
size ambushes in the vicinity of YD 185735 and YD 190738,

(3) 4t H-Hour commence night movement from the Tan Lich Patrol
Base linking up with the ambush patrol and proceed to c-onduct a firat
light attack on Objective #1.

(4) Move with one (1) company from Hill #28 at H-Hour to be
in position to conduct an attack on Objective #2. : .

(5) Conduct aggresive patrols from Patrol Bases established on
aassigned objective.

b. Company "L", i

(1) Position ome (1) squad employing stealth in the vicinity
of Tan Iich at YD 188732. This element will be prepared to recon and
mgke recommendations for the establigshment of a company base and will
further cbserve the area designated for night ambush positions. At

36 A
: Ehclos\me (1)
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1730H the remainder of the company will conduct a tactical movement from
A-3 dropping a platoon size ambugh force at YD 185735. Move to the
asnigned patrol base and from this position deploy a second platoon
ambush force to the water poimnt at YD 190730. Aubushes will move to
objective sreas with only the nuwiber of forces required to cover the
Xilling zones. The remainder of forces will be employed as security

to glve early warning, blook access tc killing zone and to secure the
platoon Patrol Base.

At H-Howr conduct a tactical movement under the cover of darkmess to
the vicinity of the rallroad tracks west of the objective effect dep loy~
ment from this position and be prepared to seize and consolidate object~
ive gt first light. Deploy daylight ambushes from Objective #1 as
repidly as possible making maximum use of aveilable cover and conceal-
ment and conduct a detailed sesrch of the subject area. Be prepared
to return to the A=-3 Position on order.

ce. Company "M".

(1) At H-Hour move from Hill #28 after ensuring lines are
adequatily menned by personnel of Company I to the west side cof the
atrcam bed at YD 178737. Effect initial deployment and be prepared to
follow heavy DPrep Tires in a dawn attack on Objective #2. On peizure
of Objective #2, consolidate a patrol base and making meximum use of
cover and concealment establish daylight ambushes in proximity to YD

193747
d. Com "I". {(Battelion Regerve

(1) Be prepared to furnish one platoon as security for the
tank platoon to support and/or reinforce either company in the event
contaet is gained. Man Hill #28 with one (1) platoon and be prepared
to direct the employment of tanks and 106's from the OPt's of the Hill
#28 perimeter if required.

e, Tagnk Platoon,

_ (1) Be prepared to support attack by fire or move from the
position to participate in a tank infantry attack on order.

f. Coordinating Instructions.

Eq H-Hour - OS50CH
2 1D on D=Day
Ee.; Hill #28, Company M
b Bastern ambush positlon, Company L.
(3) Reference Points. .
a leg Anatomy - 1770
b Months - 1975

EXg
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{(4) Mzke maximm use of security.slements to secure initial
axis of advance and guides for night movement. ‘
(5) Hiphasize stealth and camouflage and use maximum Cover and

cancelament. in establishing daylight embushes.
(6) TIllumination will be fired by the 81mm Mortar Platoon

for assiet in night movement if requirede. .
(7) Ensure all personnel are accounted for prior to esch move.

Sg Be prepared to make maximum use of CS and LAAW'se.

9 Only the patrol bases and static positions will be dug in.

10% Ensure all Machine guns have’ tripod mounts.

11) 211 air suppert to include AO0's will be requested through

the 1-4 actuml. -

4. Administrgtion and Iogistics.

as Personnel to act as strecher. bearers, ammunition carriers may
be requeated from the 106RR and B81mm Mortar Platoons.
b. Med Evacs will be requested only when a major point of contaect

has been secured.
c. Not less than 2 filled canteens will be carried.
d. Hormal arms and equipment to include a BA of ammunition will

be carried by all personnel.

5. Commgnd end Communications.

(1) The Command Group will move with Company *M".

J. W. MARSH
Lisutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Coxrps
Command ing

OFFICIAL:

R.P. FINDLAY JR.
Major , US Marine Corpse
S-3
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@il ANREX "BY TO BN FRIG ORTER 8-68 (FIRE SUPFORT PLAR)

H ON_CaALLS:

&

i EW 64809% 190758 Illumination

H BX 3371 2 198748 T1lumination

i BX 3372 . 185734 Fighting Holes

: BX 3359 189737 Fighting Holes

BX 3360 194740 Fighting Holes

H BX 3361 478746 Fighting Holes

£ BX 3362 185750 Moxrtar Sites

H BX 3363 194751 Mortar Sites

{ BX 3364 197752 sivemue of Approach

H BX 3365 1987514 Asverme of Ifpproach

! BX 3366 198758 Lvenue of Jjpproach

BX 3454 198742 Fighting Holes

BX 3455 196744 Bunker & Tremch

i3 BX 3456 192745 Fighting Holes

BX 3457 . 197746 Trench Line

iy BX 3458 194748 Fighting Holes

BX 3459 198749 Fighting Holes

. PREP FIRES:

: BX 3373 188746

: BX 33A7 189745

: BX 3368 188748

i BX 3369 190749

t HW 64810 180747

i HW 64811 182749

H HW 64812 185750

: 81's PREP FIRE

188747

189749 )
186750 :

" N O R R P
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T HEADQU ARTERS

34 Battalion, 3d Marines
33 Marine Division, (HRein) FMF
FPO San PFrancisco, Calif 96602

From: Commanding Officer

Commanding Genersl, 3d Marine Division
Comnanding Officer, 9th Marine Regiment

: Combat Operations After Aotion Report

b) FPrag Order 9-68 (Fhase II Task Force Kilo)

ga} Division Order 3100.1D
¢) Frag Order 18 (Operation Kentucky)

asgligned),

2. Dates of Opocration. 040900K - 081500H

2 He
3 8c
280
4 FO

Se

3. Location.

4. Task Qrganization.

3d Battalion, 34 Marincs, 34 Marine Division PFMP

lioopter Support Teans.
out Sniper Tcans, Hcadquartcrs Company,
out Dogs, H&S Company, 34 }MP Battalion.

Peams, Battery "C", 1s% Battalion, 12th Marines.

‘S Interprsters, Headgquartera, TII MAF,

Supporting Forces.

as AHir support.
(1) 4 April 1968

a1

DECLASSIFIED

3400.1D
JuM/ J jm
12 April 1968

Thase 4 Task Force Kilo, Opcration Kentucky. {(Code Name

uang Tri Provincc, Gio Linh Saubscctor, area bounded by
upper left GL 1571, upper right GL 1771, lower left GL 1562, lower right
GL 1762.

Coupany "C* 3d ghore Party Battalion.

9th Marine Rogiment.

Combat Engineor Detachment, Company "C", 3d Enginecr Battelion.

&DE‘” A “JEU D
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‘ (o) lovelug 514, Dontrolled by Esuthorn Omar,rrﬂDk—3 hunkers
destroyod snd 7 damaged at YD 158687.

E (v) Hellbarne 515, Controlled by Southern Oscar, EDA-2 bunkers
deatroycd at YD 153693.

{(c) Scaworthy 41-42 and 44-45, controlled by Southern Deolta

(2) 5 rpril 1968
(2) Nogative fir support.
ﬂ (3) 6 april 1968

(a) Hellborne 516, controlled by Catkiller 10 at YD 172662
negative BDAe« ) .

(b) Lovebug 530, controlled by Catkiller 48, EDA-1 mortar
position and € fighting holes destroyed. 1 secondary eoxplosione

{(¢) Lovemug 535, ecntrolled by Catkiller 48, BDa-5 tunkers
destroyed at YD 163650.

(4) 7 sprid 1968

T

(a) Combat 103, controlled by fmerican Besity Golf, EDA-4
fighting holes and 1 44 position destroyecd.

be Artillery Support. Emphasis on this operation was placed on adjusted
nissions, both preparatory and targets of opportunity.

{1) 4 april 1968.
{(2) Proparatory firos were fired using on calls.
(p) Targets of copportunity included NV, in the open at YD
158697. Mission was fired by wWhiskey Batteries 1st Bn, 12 Mar,
2nd Bn, 12 Mar and 3d Bn 3d Mar. with excallent coverange.

{(¢) Preparatory were fired on s btankor complex at YD 163696.
by Whiskey Battery, 1st m, 12th Marines.

{(d) Night Defensive Fires wero fired by Whiskey Battery, 1a®
Bn, 12th llerines and the 2nd In, 12th Marines.

(2) 5 April 1968 -

N

(a) Preparatory fires were fircd on a bunker complex at YD
163696 by VW Battery, 1st Bn, 12th liarines.

(b) Scheduled preps were fired by 2nd Bn, 12th Marines on

42
Brnolosure (1)
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grids 1567 ond 4667. The nission was orignated by tho Sth
Marines in ocoxlinemtion with tha 12th Merinaes.

(¢) Adjustod preps were fired tho rest of the day by “EB","F",
and Battery “D", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines in tho vicinity of gride
1567 and 1667 until the night position was soocured.

ik

{(d) Night Defensive Fires were used extensively. Company s
was probed in force, while the remainder cof the - was

3 probed and movenent noted on all eides. Missicns were fired

2 through the night with five missions going simltancously all
danger close within 200 neters. Reaction was outstanding,
volume of firc was heavy, nost nissions were a battery 1e
Support was provided by the 2nd Bn, 12th Ilarines, "W" Battarxy,
1 18t I, 12th Marines, "K" Battery 4th Pn, 13th Marines, and
"G" Dattery, 1st Bn, 40th Axrtillery, USA. While 1t was impos—
sible to Aotermine hcw many of the sevaenteen (17) NVA sonfirned,
found the next day were killed by artillery it ias felt by this
cormand that artillery was instunontal in killing many and
turing back the main force. The sapport reooived was adlequate
in covery regard. :

(%) € ispril 1968

{n) Heavy preps (Battalion 2) were delivewed ¢n five (5)
targets in the viecinity cf grinds 1565 amd 1665 Just priox to
H-hour.

{b) Targets of cvpportunity inoluded bunkers at ¥YD 163650, on
. NVA in tho cpen at YD 169654, the nission’ was fired by Battery
ufn 2opd In, 12th Marines with excellent target coverages. Prep
fires were mdjasted on dangor arocas. Speed and aocouracy
noted. T

(c) On arrival at the night positicn the battalion receilved
inccning rmortar fire, ccunter battery nisaions were firad in
grid 1664 hcwever, target looation was diffioult and the A.O.
cn station camsed a check fire. Missicne were later adjusted

4 on the sarc target with gcod coverage hut with unkncwn remalts.

! (a4) Night Dofonsive Firos woro adjusted in. The night activities
i notced novenent and night defensive firos were shct and observed
¥ as baing on btarcet. The activity thcught tho axtillory had
killed snne NVA hcowever, a search cof the arca cculd not confirm
this.

(4) T apxril 1968 :
{(a) Mo schaduled preps were used, however preps ware adjasted.

(b) Targets of opportunity J

s b
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A 160670, the niasicn was fired by Battory "F" 2nd DBn, 12th
Marines with exocellent target coverago.

{c) Rapid, accurate adjustments and heavy volumes of firo
were delivered throughocut the daye

{d) Night Defensive Firss were adjusted in.

(e) The night activities again ncted movement snd defensive
fires were fired with good covernge tut with unknown results.
NDF were fired throughout the night.

| {5) B spril 1968

(a) No scheMled preps ware fired, however the adjasted preps
in grida 1563 mnd 1663 were hit with battalicn 1's and gave
axcellent target coverage. It wuld seom this is the most
offeotive type of preparatcry fires since the commander on the
ground can put the preps uwhore he wants on the ground rather
than relying on pap inspecticn.

i

(v) Dlccking fires were fired by the 1last elements léavin.g
the nizht positicn. The cperation secured on the afternoon
i of 8 spril 1968.

E : Threughout the cperation this command was thoughly enpreossed with

the artillery support. It was the fastest, nost acouyxate and plentiful
artillery support rcceiverd by this battalicn tc datoe. On the night cf
. 5 april 1968 over 400 rounds of 105 and 4.2 wore firled in support of
Conpany "L" along with cther missione alsco boing shot in supporxt cf other
: unita. Thicughout the entire cperaticn more than 2200 rcunds were expeand-

] Units Providing Sappcrte.

3

1

: 905cm  Battory V"D" 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines

H Battery "8" 2nd Dattalicn, 412th Harines

¥ Nattery "P* 2nd Battalicn, 12th Marines

: Battery “"G" 1st Battalicn, 40th Artillery USA
3

i

;{

4.2 Mortars. Dattery "W" 18t Battalicn, 12th Marines
Battoxy "W" 2nd, Battalion 12#h HMapines

155rm  Battery “K" 4th Battalicn 13th Harines -

6. Intelligence. TIxicr t¢ the cpaoraticn, large units swere rej:o::_'ted
cporating in the area. Argant reports indicnted that thiose wore storage
areas as well as stacing areas secured by units renging from ovcrpany

slize to battalicn size. The Drder of Nattle carried <the 48th Reginent

MRl o s e
HERTREA B
TN

of the 320th Divisgicn cperating in the arees. There $1:
1 JFIED
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a new 27th Reginent located in the Gio Linh ares. Duaring the coperation
thore was no indicaticna ¢of any large size forece in the area. Ccntact
was made several times with grocups of four or five men which appearced to
ba transportaticn units. Four (4) POWs werce ceptured by Conpany “LY at
YD 168674 fcllowing an engagenent of the previcus night. During prelimin.
ary Interrogation the TOWs stated they were frum several different units
with varicus missions. One FOW repoxted being frem the 37th Reginment,
22nd Divisicn, with the missicn c¢f carrying fcod and armunition. ancther
POW was in A transpcertation unit from the 25th Regiment. The third cf
the YOWs was with the 27th Independent Regiment alec with tho pission

of transporting focd and ammanitione Seoricus wunds prevented any pro-
lininary interrcgation of the fourth POW.

The terrain and vesetaticn coversd during the cperaticn was generally
rough and fairly hard to nove cn except alenz the trails. The etreans
that are shown on the map are acouratc. There was always plenty cf water
. amd during the hottest, dryest part of the summer there should still be
sufficient water. Duc to wne thick underbru=. in rmch cf the area we
were cftan forced tc cut a trail through the brush. During hot weather
thisg cculd cause n soricus heat problen fer a unit carrying heavy lcads.

During the rainy secason tracked vcéhicles would have a hard time moving
throush the rice paddies. During the surmer tracked véhicles would have

: very little trouble moving through the area.

' The only real obstacles now are thc steep banks along the river beds.
The river running thrcuch grids 1567 and 1667 was not very deop cr wide
at. the bsnks on both sides wore very stecp, they were hard for the trccps
to move across and would be impossible for tracked venicles. The sano
ie truc for the river in tho uppoer helf of grid 1666.

The maps ¢f the arca are accurate. The 1125,000 Pleto lap provod
to be helpful in double checking ;cgiticn reports. Navagaticn becmme a
problem in thd area of agrid sguarcs 1565, 1665, 1566, and 1666 ae to
the lack ¢f real idantifiable terrein features. ‘The brush was very thiock

! end approximately 12 feet high which nmade it almrst impossiblo toc view

suxrrounding terrain asnd crient yourself.

Meae rate of movement in grid squares 1563, 1564, 1663, 1664, 1562,
4561, 1571, 1674, 1570, and 1670 woculd be nt the patr:l leaders diserestion
depaonding upcn tho temperature and the amount of gear the troops are carryinge.
In grids 1569, 1568, and 1668 the rate of mevement is about 1000 meters 1." ‘
an hour. In gride 1567, 1667,1566, 1666, 1565, =and 1665 the rate of
sovement is abcut 500 mcters poer hcur. \

The fcllewing is 2 brief descriptinrn cof the vegetation and terrain K
by zrid square. . "\

. 1571, 1671. Low roclling hills with sparce veqetaticn ocharacterized .
! by easy moverent. Tho areas is potted with mimericus bomb cratorse. A
few areas have thick vegetation btat it is brcken up by bomb ersters.

1570, 1670. Low rolling hills with rice padrdies in Whe lcw arcas.
The paddies are nct vory wet during the summer. The high garound has a
fow trees at has rcstly intermittingly sparce to thie dng‘é s

Wil L Q‘
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E There are & few old villages whieh Sontain hedgerowsse

2 1568, 1569, 1669. On the hill %ops Hhier¥ cm= immac wiei-. LOYM A single

canopy about 20feet high amd thick uwnderbrush. The hillsides have grass
approximately 4 feet high while the low ground conteins rice paddies.

1565, 1567, 1665, 1667T,1566, 1666. Thosc six grid squarcs contain
: low rolline m11ll: urish nxze covercd with extrencly thick brush, tre brush
3 48 sooro<imstely i feet high d has very few openings, the movement in
thace ovidg is reucrallyy very hari.

1564, 1664, 1543, 1663, Uhe noverent is good is these griis, the
w5 shpubs thet rre from 1 to 5 fect high. Thore is

ground s coveraes wilh
notkhing to slow —wove. cot snd Lthere -re seversl oot trriln in tie srer.

1561, 1551, Thero Sus grilds sre covorad ~bLost entirely with rice
nedail-na.
7. ids~ion. Tho sdasion =nai;ned by reference (b) #ad (c) #m3 an
follows:

3., attaek nt COCGTTTR pmil 1968 pnd seiss wbjective J1ll and continue
the ehtnck to uedic Jottis, Jovea sané Jiene on order.

2. Corduct 1 ¢elilcreSc gercch of tha zone of asction sand de=troy

a1l cnemy insi;ll-tloss in the zonc of ectione

3, Trowvide n rdrison Ters to the 2nd AV Regiment.

8. Conc nt of Tmerstica.

fe Degkgrowsl. On J-iry »t first lignt Counany *i' wes to move from
m11) 28 to seime elirlion Chjoctive f1 which provided s cuimending
noatition + om w-ich Lo cover thae mavement of tre remainin cowanies
nlons the manimced -vz of Zoprorch towsrd Objsctive Jill »nd D-ttalion
Cbi=ctive 4. Gomanny I woe ko gelun Ubiactive Jill follol - ia trrece T o =
by Compeny "K™. Uson soiwure of Objective :ili, Corpsny K wes to ness
thry elements of Goi w VAN and oelze Aattnlion Objcative 2 followud
in trmce by Couprny ! .
Toon arl-ure of Cbjective Jill Corpeny "K' snd "I ohserxrved approx-
imntely 3 ¥V~ movizy rh 155%5. Toth corpenies enga-e” by fire nnd :
Tomosny I wes O foruemd Trom Cbjective Jill to check out the aren
of contset »nd co-hinue s aorxrderen to selze Bpttrlion Ubjective .
Cornrny YK'" wre cirectad to initimliy sup ort Coupray "I" by fire =nd
oubgeecuently to ve in trrcc on order to nass through Compsny "I" mnd
to sclze Objochive sottie. Couprny “i' wns directed
as Objochive /4 rs pleaned.
i snend haonvy veetstion and irregulnr te raino which
snticinsted reto of movement and held up the

i
i
!
i
H
1
3;
i
§
|
1

conktinued the nlunrels
to continue on to

fotprny I ¢
gubstantually reducoed g
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unit following in trace. Company "L'"s navigational exrrors caused them
to offset a substantial distance to the west. While correcting Company
wI" made contact with scattered NVA snipers firing from well concealed
bunkers s about YD 158696. Company "K" and "L" were deployed to search
the srea of contact. A three Company perimeter was cgtablished at 157694
rather then continuing, in order to exploit the remaining daylight hours
to esgtmablish a defcnsive position. Company "I" had continued to push
forward to seize and consolidmte Objective 2. Company "I" was ‘dirécted
to0 hold in position and cstablish a strong point defense until firgt
light, Prior to moving from the night position the following morning
_Compenics "L", "M', and "K' ohce again o¥served NVA moving in proximity
to the bsttalion perimcter. The NVA were engaged snd the companies
resumed the sttack from the perimeter to carry out the mission assigned
in Frag Order 6-68. Shortly after noon Compsny "K' passed through
Compeny "I" followcd in trace by Compeny "M and hed sei~ed Objective
Dottie. Compsany "L" moving along the cestern boundsry had soized
Objective %, The order to contimue the attack was issued at this point

t0o the rifle compeny commanders.

kst i dptcvilion e A

Orientstion.
Battalion Objcctive #5 is located at YD 166667. Objective Diane

is located on Hill #45 1300 meters to our south.
1. Situation.

a. Encmy Forces—~ Remains the same
b. Friendly Forces-

(1) The 1st Battalion, 2nd ARVN Regiment has experienced moderate
contact on our left flank but has continued to push forward
and is in the process of conducting a coordinated Tank-
Infantry attack on Objective Jan.

c. Attachments ond detachments remain the same.
2., Mission. Contimue the attack at H-hour to seize Objective #5 amd ©
Objective Joyce.

3. Execution.
a. Concept of Operations.
1. Seize Objective #5 with one company followed in trace
by & second company.
2. Seize and consolidate Objective Joyce followed in
tract by a second company.
3, Consolidate defensive positions with two companies on
ench of the assigned objectives.
b. Company "M Pass through Compsany "L" on Objective #4 and
continue the attack to scize Objective #5., TUse Company "L“s
. . FFFP .ug.an LOD. On arrival at Objective #5 conduct a recon of the
arca to determine defensible terrain and man the southern portion
of a two company nperimcter as direct.d by the Commanding Officer
of Compeny "L". Esteblish an ambush at approximately 167668. Make

Y
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of Company "L". Establish sn ambush at approximately 167668. Maka
lisson with Company "L" when passing through Objective 4.
c. Company "K". Contimie the attack at H-hour to seize and
eonsolidate the northern sector of Objective Joyes. Be alert fex
defensible terrain enreate, in the event it beeomes necessary
to establish a night position prior to seizing Objeotive Joyea.
Be prepared to defend the southern gector of a two company perimeter.
Be};grep_a:red to delpoy a squad sized smbush in the stream bed at
153670«
d. Company “L'. Fclow in trace of Company "M" and be prepared
to reinforce or support the seiaire of Objective #s5, Upon
seizire of Objective #5 be prepared to consolidate and defend
the northern scctor of a two Company position C.0. Company L
ia assigned as defensc coordinator. Furmish an gmbhash prior to
last 1light along the trail north of the position, and furnish
the night location prior to¢ 1800 hours. )
c. Company "I'". Follow in traceo of Company "K' and be prepared
to defend tho northorn portion of the perimster as selccted
by Company "K".
f. QCoordinating Instructions.

1. H-Hour- 1330 on oxrder.

2- LOD - FFP

3. Upon establishment of night positions be prepared to

furnish sccurity patrols around the position as first

prioxrity.

4. All units be prepared to contiimue the attack on order.

5. aabmit might defensive fires by 1830 hours.

6. 50% seeurity on both perimeters.

7. Make maximum use of scout teams wiile movinge.

4. Administration and logistics. E
1. Resupply cxccpt on emergency basis is not antliciapted.
until the aftecrmoon of D+2.

5. Comnand and Communications.
1. Thec Alpha Command Group will move with Company nKgmn,
2, The Bravo Coimand Group will move with Company "“IM.

Background. The heavy vegetation and heat reducod the rate of movement,
consquently neither of the assigned objectives were reached befere last
light. Compeny "L" and '"M" established a defensive perimgter atb 168672,
while Company "X" and "I'" established positions at 154673." Security

- patrols dispatched from Company "M made contact with NVA pripr to last
1light in thevieinity of 170669. Company "L" at approximately 2345 hours
made contact with an NVA elament of approximately company size vhieh
probed the northern perimeter and conducted a limited attack shortly
thereafter. A major portion of the following was consumed in soarching
tho arca of contmct for NVA dead, wounded, POWa end gear. At approximatoly

4.
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1100 hours c<n D2 emergency resupply <f Class V, evacuation cof wounded,
and POU's captured weapons and equipment and a detailed search of the
area was campleted. Tho campanies contimued to move 1n accordance with
Freg Order 7 -656. At such tine as (bjoctive Joyce and Battalion
Oojective #5 wers sccurcd all units were directed to push the attack

. to seizc Battalicon fHjocti~2 47t FD 163654, Crnverging rcutes were
assigned by a shert Frag Order passod via radic., Camany "L" wos the

N, first unit to reach Objoctive # and found it defended by eapprodmatoly
: 20 NVi. An assanlt of the pesition was ecnducted and the NVA fled in

: the directicn of the ridgeline at YD 168657. Companies "L4%, “M", and

: uIr cstablished a Battalion perinmeter befere dark and -GCompany K"
ostablished a c-mpany str-ng pcint tc the north of the prositirn at about
: . 162659, Threc ccmpany size patrcls were ccnducted to cover the area baunded
by 1567 upper left, 1767 upper right, 1564 lower left and 1764 lower

: right., On D+i the Battaliocn was crdered to leave Battalicn Objective

' #6, saize djective Dhianc and nove to the entrucking point at the Can

: L Bridge area fcr transpertaticn to Dong Ho. The fcllewing Frag Order
wes 1ssued.

Frag Order £ - 67.

Orientction. bjcective Dianc is lccatcd at YD 159642. Battalion
bjcctive #7 is located at YD 163635.

t. Situaticn.
a, Enemy Forces. A1l units were info.med s tc the hazards cof
beocby traps locatod in the vieinity of the Cam Lo Valley arci.
Spccial epphasis cn the enemy capability t= anplcy rockets and
artillery in this area was alsc cmphasised.
b. Fricndly Forces. RVN units and Task Forcc Rebbie and the 3rd
Squadron of the 5th amored Cavelry have socured fran the blecking
pcsitions and returned to their hene positicons.
c. J{ttachments and detachnents radain the same,

2. Missicn. Suize (bjectives Dloane and Bottalion bjective #7 ama
sweep thet porticen <f the zone in proaximity to the assigned
axis <f advancc.

3. Executicn. .
2. OCcneopt of (perations. Move with twe cpanies frem this poesition
tc ‘scize (bjeoctive Diane and crntime tc sweep tc the Carm Lo bridge
positicn. Move with two eampanies at H-Hour + 2 to salze Battelion
bjective #7 and contimue tc Cam Le bridge pesiticn teo board vehicles,
b. Cimpany " } ", Mcove ot H - hour to svize Objective Diane
and ernduct debziled scarch of the Objective aro2 and axds
of advance, preceed to the Gar Le Bridge arca.

c. Coipany #I¥. Frllrow in trace ~f Crpany " and be prepared
to reinforce and suppcrt Cozpany "MW in the seizure of

L R
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(bjective Diane, and be prepared to proceed tc the Carm Lo
; entrucking area ir trace of Canpany "M,

N ——

d. Gempany "Kit, SwWweep the assigned area enrcutce to bjlective
| #! camencing noverent at H +2 on ~rder. Establish a hasty
defense - Objective #7 and sweep the adjacent areas for .
! enony erplacements, weapens and ecuipnent. Liove from (bjective
! #7 in trace of Company "IY tc the entrucking area ~n order.

e. Ceppany "L, lMcve frer this pesiticon in troce of Corpany

#EK", and be prepared to rcinforce and/cr suppcrt the scizure

of bjective #7. Feomm a perineter arcund the inner perireter

i ! ¢f this pesition upon the departure of the rifle ca:panles
moving 2t H ~ hrur fror the cuter perireter.

AT L

f. Cccrdincting Instructicns. Mairtein & 15 neter intorval
when rioving fror. Objective Dianc and Battalirn Objective #7.
Ccrpanices WFI and " will et as base cocropanies.

f
% : Lo Adrinistrati:-n and Logistics.
1. Ensure all trash is buried and urmasad rotli ns punctured
i - and rendered uniit for coosurption.
S 2. Pdlice all areas frr anything <f value to MVA pers-nnel.
} 3. GCover 2ll slit trenches.

H :
i 5. Cwarrand and Cauwunicaticns.
‘ 1. The alpha Corand group wWill riove with Corpany "K' and
! the Bravec Group will r.cve with Carpzny "V,
Ei i 6. Dxecuticn. Contact with cneny ela-ents was not made in securing
i Battalion Cbjective #1 and Gbjective Jill. ‘hile Coarpeny "IV
1 and Crrpany vhi werc cocnsclid ting Objective Jill, elenents fro

1 Coapeny "A" notod sevoral NVA pers:nnel noving o the east at YD

i 197695, Cerpany "KM did nct engage in that the WA pers-nncl

g were initially thought to be ARVMN, After contacting the Battalicn

1 5-3 for cunfimaticn the Carmpany Corrander crdered cne platorn to

’_ : nove forward and deploy in the ovent the persrmnel returned. At
about 1150H the NVi apparently sighted Crpany "I% and noved back
to the west in front =f CGapany "KW, Canpany "K' engoged the NVA

_fran a distance ¢ f 350 ricters with =mall ams, 60rr mortars,
machine guns and F-79s. The VA fled from the area inte hotvy
vegetation., Adr strikes were c2lled on the arca <f the lest sighting
as well as artillery fires a2nd at 1345H Carpany "In gswept the ares
of ecntact with negotive findings, exeert for rne W.a pack found
at the peint of contact. Company "IM crntinued t~ sweop suth from
this areas tc securc Objective #2, Corpany "kt fcllowed in trace
to the pcint of crntcet and swept the are= again with negative
results. 4t 1530H Capany "LY while roving sbout 150 nmeters to
the west «f the point of contact received snall ams frm what

j zppeared to be well concealed bunkars at YD ‘!22682. An S-2 acout

walking with lecd clements was killed and o K rscn Scout was

ot —
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wounded, Shertly after this a platocn fra Coopany "L" discovered
2 2 watt radic in good condition with asscrted documents and an
NVA pack. Cocopeny "LU'-was pulled back from the point cof contact
end covered the roverent of cne platecn fram Corpany "K', while
they ssurched the area. Just pricr to the entry cf Cumruany "K¢
intc the area an A0 spotted fresh bunkers near the pcint frm
which the sniper rirc wes received and fixed wing was called to
destrcy the bunkers. Carpony ung search of the arex revealed

ne cvidence of KVa perscnnel in the aree.

Canpany MIF was instructed to hrld their positicn ot G jective
#2 whilc the renainder cf the battalicn cccupied a Battalion (=)
size prsiticon at YD 157695. Shortly before last light the captured
radic and asscrted WA equipment and Marine KIA were evacuated from
the area. Pricr te returning to the perimster Capany "K" destrcyed
3 bunkers at YD 159694. Thc night ~f D-day wos withaut further
incident.

On D+1 Ccarmpany "L" zt O7OOH cr—mencad to sweep the area <of the
D-day ccntact while enrcute to Objective #,. .t OB00H at aprrox—
iriately YD 156696 Crcmmany “LM cngoged 6 Wi nuving west near a
treil killing 2. The renainder fled te the west and were engaped
by Cerpzny VNEY and “EV with unkn.wn results. In addition to the
twe brdies feund Copeny M disccvercd 1 iK-47, 1 pair of &x30
bincculars, < rap, Ma pack and assort-d equipnent. at approxirctely
1000H zll curpanics were noving scuth to thoir ossigned. Objectives.
it cbcut 1000H =n D+1 Canpany “L" frund and destrcyed 6 bunkers
at 156693 ond crntinued tc nove to bjective #,. it ab-ut 1100H
Cmpany VK" passed through Company "IN rn M jective #2 and pressed .
the attack tc scize Objective Dottie at 1230H without incidence,
Ccrpany "L" repcrted tbjective #3 scized ot apprexiretely the sana
tinme. Iovernent in thcese areas wis very slrw os o result of thickly
vegetated arcas and broken ralief. Battalicn Objective #5 was
deduced as being vital tc covering crrranding terrain from which
a sweep tc the eastern nrrtiocn of the sectrr cmld be rade. Copany
nn was assigned tc sccurc Objective #5 followed in trace by Carpany
apn,  Caspany "Kv was to be frlicwed in tracc by Crpany YI" in the
scizurc of (bjective Dottie. Movaent was slcocw and in order to
salvage scne doylight to crpganize defensive postions Cempanies
vy and 'MEY were directed to establish night positions scmewhat
shert of Opjective #5 at abcut YD168672. Company ngn zlso held
up short <f Mjective Dcttic at abeut YD 154675 and was Jrined ot
sbout 1730H - 1£00H by Cawpany #Tn fcr consolidaticen of what was
deterrined tc bo defensible terrain. Throughcut the afternc:n
recports had bosn received that the ARVN fcrees noving to the cast
had expericnced hoavy contoct in close proxirmdity to the Corrany
nLn and Wit perineter. Canpony min dispatched sccourity pztrols
fran their positicn tc cover the preparaticn of their defensive
pceition. At abent 1€3CH Coarpany "M's security patrcl nade contact
with NVA forces concealed in high grass near the perinmeter rosulting
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in cne Marine FIA and four WIA. The cneny withdrew and darkness
f sot in, MN/A olements arcund both perineters crntinued to deliver -
spcradiec snall ams fire ncross both perineoters through the night,
and mnovenicnt was repcrted cn all fronts. At 052330H Company "LY
s listening post oniared &b e¢stimated Camany size unit novins scath
% toward their perdreteor. The LP was withdrawn and the csne:y made
twce half-hearted probes in force at the perirmeter, both attacks
;“ failed t~- penetrate the perircteor und the ernany hastily withdresr
under intensoe =nall arms and hich angle fires. aArtillery saprort
: was accurate and tiraly and undcubltedly prevented the cneny fra
rearganizing in a secure assembly area.- Iwo friendly WIi's were
incurred throu;hcut the nisht, The fdllowine moerndin;: Campany YL
swept thc area findin:: 17 BVA bodies, 4 POW's, 4 ‘k-47's, 3 SES '
and & lar:;c Lrcunt of eneny :ear was uncovered and evacuated m
the normin;; of D+2, The search of the aren deluyed the dentirture
cof 211 units in continuaticn of the attack., Once apain the battalion
! nioved in twe axis with Companios MLW gnd P ammroachin: Oojectdive
. #6 fra the cast ond Camonios "IN and PEM fron the west. Campany
] nMn sichted 10 MWA rmovin wost on o ridooline at YD 061210, Capany
| Mt adjusted scveral artillery rmissicns. Shortly thoreafterx
Caapeny LY pesscd thru Goopany "M and resuried the atteck. The AO
sirhted bunkers frorward of Company YL at YD 163656. Adir strikes
and artillcery werc called <on the bunkers and Company "LU contimied
to press on tc Objective #6. At ebout 1400H Company "L incurred
2 casuxlties froa ARVN a:adl armrs tr the oust, Carpany "L" was
the first unit tc approach Gbjective #, CGarmony “LU received
% incering riorters and siall amis from the bjective., The Coapany
Cerrizndor orpard.zed twoe pletorns for an asscult <on the (bjective
and after preparing thae bjective with artillery fire, drove the
Wi fra: the bjective.. Vhile pursuing: the Hithdraudnf cneny MVi
by firc tne Redinental Snipers cccocunted for two W4 eomnfimcod Kla's.
nce the bjective area had been securod the raraining coampanics
orpranizcd a battalion perineter excluding: Campany "E" wirich orpane
ized o company strong; point at YD 163656,  Qesuptily wes received
H &n the objective 2t about 1G00H and ot 1€815H the NVA delivered
a 20 well placed 60mm.rounds which irpacted in the center of the
peririeter nexr the LZ, resulting in 2 Kii's and 9 WIA Med Evacs
The lied Bvacs wore cafleted ond artillery «nd air strikes were
called in the arce fra: which the rortirs werce emvleyed. 60rm
nertar fire was rceceived agaln at 1930H with negative casualties.
it cbout 2050H the Cirpany "K' =trong: pcint received prebes
accarpanicd by & roderate violume of @ieldl asis and chd—cimse 4
Cripany "L" listenin: post repcrted cpprrodniately 20 WWa nroving:
in forecc t-ward the pesiticne %he LP enrrared the eneny elerent
but only 1 EI. cculd be confimed, Gupany 'K sastained 3 WLi's
Don-ovacs while withdrawin - the LP. .. sezrch of the area the foallwing
ncrnin: revealed dras narks and bleonod trails and one AR-47 rifle. |

UELELA 'TS FHE[D
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The fcllowing: doy three coripany 81z€ SWeeDE Were conducted to cover
the ontire aren within a radius of 1500 ricters of Cbjoctive #. At
about 07 1050H Carpany "I while cn patrcl rbserved 2 Min and engaged
the enermy with unknown results. Later during the day Cawpany

v found & bunker carplex at abmut YD 164656 which was thrupght

to be abcut a ronth old, the bunkers werc destroyed. it eT164CH

at about YD 150659 Cwmpany "K' discovercd 10C 60ur rortar raunds

and assorted M4 oquiprent in bunkers, 27 unkers, 5 DI-10, 4
chi-ccar, 5 AT riines, 1 RPG launcher and 106 60rr mortar rounds and
asscrtod cquimment was destroyol. At 2045H C-ripany VK" angd WID
listening pests spotted W.L moving approxinateoly 50-100 neters fran
the perimetor. The exact mmber could not be determined, The LP's
were withdrawn and the prcbes contimied for the next four hours,
probes were cccarpanied by V. 60rm nmortars, chi-cans and rifle
irenades directed ot the perimeter. 4 totzl of 5 rhiner WIA's were
incurred thr-ughout the night. The enay made no effort teo attack
the position in foreé zs they hud dome on 5 spril. The following
mcrning ot first lisht Cospanies WIM and "M departed the position
by the ricst dircect rcute to Objective Dianc. Two hocurs later 2t
080E830H Cerparnies "L" and "KY ccrmenced rovaiient to Battalion
Objective #7. Upcn securing assipned cbjoctives all units proceeded
to thc Fronch Road paralleling: the Cor: Le Veolley to tho truck turn
arcaund sdjacent to the C-3 Bridre Posticn feor transportati-n to
Dong He.

10. Results.

a. Frierdly losses throughout the oreration included 4 KIA,
3 WBC Mod Evacs, 20 WIA led Dvacs, 13 WIla rdneor, In additiem 1
Kit Carscn Scout was hit by sall ams and Hed BEvaced.

b. 22 LVA KIn's were cenfimed, 4 PO’'s were captured and
12 bunkers destroyed.
1. The fcllowing enay weapens cnd equiment werc captured.
1 HVA twe Watt Radic
26 NVAa Packs
5 AB-47's
4 SK'S Corbinces
L, &2 MKortar Raunds
1£9 60rm Mortar Rounds
37 Chi-cmm Grenades
9 uk-)7 Banana Clips
5 DI-10's
1 RPG-2 Round
LOO 7.62 Machine Gun Rcunds .
Clip, 30 Cal. Rcunds
French .T lnes )
Set 6x30 Binwvculars
Bicycles '

N~V
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adic Batterics

Ticed Saw

Mochine OGun .rymo. Drunis

RIG Charges

FMeshliphts w/batteries

Intrenching: Tecls

Gaos liasks

Billif-lds

asmunition Belit .

kop 0 -~
100 1lbs of ice

Variaous Docunients !z
Varicus 7¢2 jexr ond Unif s

A
1
2
3
2
2
3
2
1
1

c. 11 targets engaged in the AO rn cr ne:r the axis of advance
were scarched.

d. Onc F-16 partirlly destroyed wes found by Carpany "I' in
the vicinity of YD 155688, .

11, Lu¥inictrotive tottors

2 Supnly.
1. Lesupply of amymnition and food was handled by helic:ptor
as it wos the <rly practieal means to uceayplish the task.
Vatoer wes cbtained in adequate quantities fran the
streans in the soreaz. However, hot weather w.ulad definitely
influence thc route and rote movanont.

2. i Flome Thrower Section wes staed on the LS: for peossible
sployment ogainst bunkers. slthough the technique was

not put to the test, its success wld depend «n the immed-

izte aveilability of helicopters and the ability to sccoure

2 landing zeone clesc to the peint of contact.

3. The weirsht of one Liuild versus a 3.5 rocket lamancher

lcaded with an HE round is 4% lbs versus 21.9 1lbs. Since

the weopons have the sonie capebility, it is advisable to

utilize the La.W in thick terrain <during hct weather. Use

of the W.P. 3.5 is one advanta;,e thats lest to the LaiaV,.
Morkin:- of targots can be accomplished with the 6Gm

: . nortor but & suitable weapon tc provide 2 snicke screen is

3 not oveilable cn the o rrony levcl. sll aspects ceonsidered,

it wos felt thot the Lanl was the rore saitable wezpon of
the two for this operation.

b. Maintenancc,
1.  The Battalicn imerer made several pincr repairs in
the field. an cperating rod and a brlt plug had teo be

f 54 P
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flown in by helicopter for repair of an M-60 Machine Gun
which wos 2ccaplished along with nomal resupply.

Ce No difficulties werc encountered in the trocatent or
cvacuction of casuoltics. .

d. Transportotion.
1. Fovaacnt of trorps wes accanplished by foot with the
exception of the move froan -Cam Lo to Dong Ha. adequate
trucks were provided ond no problons were enccauntered.

€. Coanrmnicaticns. .
1. Tne 292 antcrmna less the pole secticns was carried
tc the ficld. Mercly setting the antenna <n the pround
enabled carunicaticns to be naintained. 4 ficld expedient
would hove been utilized if a pecle wes needed thas reducing
the woight carried by the corzmnicaticns secticn.

f. Modical Tvaluaticn.
1. MNo prcblaus encountered.

Special "‘#im ~cnt _and Technigues.
c. A T1eld expcdient switch board was tricd with no success.

Five linc packs were conmected and wired to the Canpanies
reducing the muber ¢f Ti-1's roguiredi. Unfortunately, prsitive
corrminicaticns were not established, however, the equipnent

is being checked to ratedy the situation,

Cormarder's dAnclysis.

4. =xcept for the last cays of the operatisn weather was
overcast and reascnably cocl. Had this not boen the case 1t
is fclt that meny heat casuzlties weould have been - éncurred

in the vicinity of grids 1565, 1566, and 1567. This zrea is
not cnly brocken but the heavy vegetation offers little relief
fram heat cor humidity. ‘

b. It wes the crinion of all concerned thot the NVA experiences
a great dexl cf freesdan of neverent in ths arca. There were
si;ms throuphout the entire arca of operations of eneny
moverent, but virtuzlly nc indicaticn of a sionificant strong
roint, heavy weapecns site or storage arez. The eneny wes
cbhbserved moving during daylirht hours on 2t lcast 7 occasions,
He appercntly fecls the heavy cvergrowth will adequately
ernceal hir: fra: air cbscrvoation znd did net expect to

enccuter graund forces in the arec.

c. Little can bc scid for his tactics in that each engtpoent

of any sipnifi;ance caught hin by surprise and at an extrene
discdvantoge. It appeared that cn thc evening of 5 4April he

5 | !nclomre (1)

[ UnieLASSIFIED |

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

® @

‘, o attacked the Campeny "LU position more cut of confusicn

than desire. The . rtillery blcck cceurately adjusted on his
primary withdrawl routc <bviously hzd ruch to do with his
reluctonce to withdrew. Except for the contact =f 5 April
it was prctty well substantinted that the NVA currently in
the arcc are spread throughaut the arce in snzll units.

d. It would not be possible to sweep the assi nod arex of
the 3d Battalien, 32 Marines A0 in 2 delibcrate ranner, in ]
lgoss thon 10 days. It is nct pessible in such terrain to displace
- 2 unit end search sirultancously. The ncst sucessful technique
K would be to seperate the two functions. Move & unit from point
, : to point with good seourity, establish a patrol base in a lucra-
,,' tive area gnd conduct a systematlc sweeD. At such time as the
Commander is satisfied he has eliminated.=all suspected areas,
he would then move to ancther pre seleoted area and repeat the
process. ‘

0. It is inpertant thet all units rec-nize the problen inherent

toc navigpation in this arca. Several check points and objectives

| rmst be cssigned and religicusly followoed. Canopy and heavy secondary
grouth provails in the lower streon bed end dcfile areas. There

_ are areas extending 300-500 nieters with 1ittle recognizzble change

1 in relicf z2nd virtually nc recognizable terrein fectures, It is

i Jdifficult to estinete tinc rdistance factor. Therefcre it is wise

to be contincusly clert to defensible terrain. By keeping these
lreaticns in rmind if a camoandaer is unaoble to rcach his entended

nirht pesition becausc of enery centact or cifficult terrain he

can fall beck to his last defensible terrcin and crgenize his position

‘before dark.

£. The use of the A0 was benificial but in sme cases hindered
pro;ress, In smo cases an .0 tends to Moverplay" the situaticn,

This «f course is not only the fault <f the A0, but alsc the camander
-n ths grrund,  For exsmple on L0 will point cut bunkers in front

of & ecrpany noving with peoor visability. The Coanpany Coanmander .

en too nany cceasions assuned £n cxtensive bunker cwaplox ard
unnecessarily delayed his advance [iring ~rtillery ond requesting

air support, only tc find his bunker caplex when advancing through
the ~ren to be an cld uncovered llarine fighting hole. 4lthough . : ’ !
cauticn rust be exureised in order to exdlcit an cperction of this
nature nxentur: cann~t be lest.

g. The cperaticn w.s crnsidered to be generally successful. It

is felt thot o rajor portion of this units success was due to the
efforts »f the [RVH fcrees and Tzsk Force Robbde in dislodging

the cnemy and causing hin to scek new positions.

h. If an cperation of this type is rlanned in the future nore time
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for aeliberate sweops rmst be ellowed in the arcas of difficult
terrein. When tine is linited o swoep frequently degenorctes into
a baettalion roving on line with compandcs in column at best. This
peans each company in the thicker vegetztion may ecover a front of

50 neters and still be able to nove no riore than 300 meters an hour.

14. Recamendatiocnse.

a. It is felt thet the following grids should be kept under
observaticn by recon elements and when not practical subjected to
heavy HlI fires amd A0 scoutinge.

1. YD 160703 - possible harbor site, and/or -staticn for trans—
portaticn units,

2. YD 152760 like harbor site and storage area.

3. North, South trail on hill #36 in eastern secticn of grid
YD 1667 and nerth teminating ot YD 152673.

L. Confirencd harbor site and sani-perminent living area
located at YD 162662. This area is not fortified but extremcly
well canmouflaged.

5. Intcrsection of trzil and strean at YD 162661.
6. Encny positicn located on cdefensible ground at YD 154566.

7. It is reciurmended that the PysOps HQ capability be avail-

able to broadcast Chu Hoi propaganda irmediately f<llowing a
successful engagement., This would be particularly uscful

in a situcti »n where friendly units have blocked off VT
eneny averues of egress following a contact,

DONALD C. IL.RCHETTE
By direction
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Concept ©f Qparations 3 April 1968

6771 ed \/ A-3)
YD 167712 secur s\ o

by Cmpany Mi' —x | '

E at 0LO930H ~x
YD 155702 _
-t sccured by - ’:\
g Campany nInat “. .}.‘-\-")
0 4100H M
YD 156682 ey e YD 157694
secured by ,/::j’____,,/ Corpanies "Kw, "L¥, and "M"
Co, WIv et e ] N estzblished Bn sizcd perimeter
: 0L 1600H 6‘:3 \. at O41730H at YD 157694
/ T e \
YD 155680 7 ~ YD 168600
‘f sccured by Co. "KW, = sacured by Co. "L"
! at 051330H N EN ) €at 051300H. =t this lecaticn
. 7 R AN C‘"_/’ Co. "t passcd threugh Coo "LU.
: YD 154676 :
sccured by Co, "Km . \
at 051700H Na {
eonsrlideted Bn perinetery o ! YD 1568672 _
with Companies "KY end~ ¥IY. \ -~ securcd by Co. nkr at 051700H
@ & Co. ML and "HY established
YD 163658 _ night defensive pesiticn.
secured Bn defensive ¢ /‘\
perimeter at 061500H w/ Y ‘Ni=nTy YD 166667 sccured by
211 Campanics. Remained . { Posiij Co. MMM at 06 1200H
on positicn until \ Py
080630H \ v N/
L,) ff '\‘ 1Y) 5\“’
YD 155654 ;en y  lossY YD 163635 secured by
Ccrpany "MW and "IV S’ Canpanics "K' and "L"

securcd position at O01225H

at OSOL00H \
YD 160643
Canpany nkn and nIY ;

secured positicn at  [(JOKCE
080730H N
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