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1. DESIGNATION COMMANDTR

34 Battalion, 34 Marinpes

Subordinate Units

' 1st 1t.P, B, CIONT7?
Capt.O. Jo LERACK
Capt.M. G, MCTTERVAN

RS Company
Indig Company

Xilo Company Cap¥.Ds R. FRANK
Lima Company Capt,J's Re MATTHZYS
Mike Company Capt,"7e He MCADAMS

| AT ACHED UNITS

‘Whiskey Btry, 1st Bn, 12th Marines
34 P1t, Company "A4", 3d Tank Bn

H
Detachment, Company "C" 3, Fngineer Bn,

2, Iloggtion.

Capt. Jo He STRAWK

18t I-’t. Je E. HC@LIUH

Section, 2nd Plt. Biry "A" ADA AYSP 44th Actillery USA

1at Lt. He Co MISON 1
1

9

ItCol Js Yo MARSH 1 - 31 May

t ~ 3 May
1 - 11 May
11 « 31 May
1 - 31 May
1 « 31 May
1»‘F
1 -

35 89
£8 5%

1 - 25 May Quang Tri Province, YD 175723, A-3 RVN
26 - 31 May uang Tri Pro'vince: Vicinity c';f YD 249669 and YD 282668

3. Staff Officers:

Executive Officer Major Ga Pe SLADE 1-31 May
Se1 18t Lt, De €. MARCHEITE 131 May
S-2 - 1gt It, A, L. ASHBURN' = 1.20 May
8-3 Major Ko F. FINDLAY Jr  1-31 May
S-4 : 18t It., E.H, LARTNOE  1-10 May

1st Lt. G, ESCHEN'EID™ 10-31 May

4. Average Monthly Strength.

. uMg b3
oF BL oF mn
% 1053 2 53
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FARRATIVE SUMMARY

During this reporting period enemy contact was gained with the
greetest frequency yet experienced by the Battalion during Operation
! Kentucky. This was sttributable to the proportional increaso in
: emphasis on msjor operations which saw the Battalion relieved of the .’

A~} security responsibilities in order that it might participate in

. @round mgneuvers in both the Kentucky and Nspoleon-Saline AOs.
‘ On 6 May Companies "L", "M", and "I" deployed with a Commpm
' Group from A-3% to conduct an extended sweep and destroy operation while
Company "K" which remained OPCON to the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines was
assigned as the 9th Marines Helicopter-borne Reserve, Light contect
was gainsd on the 6th and 7th and the fighting intengifisd ¢n the 9th
wvhen the Battalion encountered a dug in and determined campmhy size
element which later proved to be the security element for a regimental
command post and harbaring/storage site to accommodate mot less than
two NVA battalions. The Battalion was subjccted to a heavy volume of
machine gun and mortar fire as well as adjusted artillery. The major
activity during the remainder of the Operation was devoted to dg'a‘trom
enemy emplacements and supplies, as well as collecting wegpons,
documents and assorted items of intelligence value, It is worthy of
note that 215 individual weapons and 47 crew served weapons including
11 8A vegpons were cagptured as well as over 1300 mortar rounds sni
200 RPG rounds, A total of 470 bunkers were also destroyed. The
overall list of materials captured and destroyed was a most impressive
collection and is contained in the After Actien Report for 6-18 May,

On 22 May Company "I" while comincting a two day operation
designed to covertly insert ambush patrols in the vicinity of the
trace, came upon a company size herdbor site at first light. Many of
the NVA were asleep or setting sbout their normal moraing tasks. As
the scope of the engagement increased, Company "I" and a small
Group deployed from A-3 to reinforce and exploit. 'Simultanetusly the
9th Marines committed elements of “the 1st Battalion, Jth Ma¥ines, 3rd
Battalion, 9th Marines and 1st Battalion, 4th Marines to seal off the
area of contact. Once again the Battalion elements were subjected to
heavy incoming artillery and mortars, but succeeded in driving the NVA
from their defensive positions and consolidated night positions in
] the vicinity of Lac Son. Incoming mortars and artillery as well as . ——
1 sniper fire and light probes were encountered during the night. Ambushes
3 deployed from the defensive positions engaged the ermemy with positive
3 resulta on two occasions, The following day Company "I¥ comtinued
the attack to the west and during the lates afternoon broke the snemy
strongpoint of resigtance at YD 156695. The ground was consolidated
prior to last light and a search conducted the following day once again
revealed a significanmt amount of gear left behind by the vithdrwing

- ensmy force,.
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At 13300 a verbal warning from the Camanding fficer of the
. 9th Marines was Teceived to be prepared to deploy from A-3 with
. Companies "I* and "M" unler the OPCON of the 354 Marines in the
| Napaleon-Saline 20, (eest of route #t in the vicinity of YD 267649)

B At 1430H the Battalion commenced the heli-lift of the initial waves
and the 1ift was completed at 1645H.

The Battalion was chopped to the OPCON of the 34 Marines at 1645H
and immediately started to maneuver to the west. Instructions were
received from the Commanding Officer, 3d Marines to contime to push
forward whih the 18t Battalion, 3rd ines. an the rerth flank under
ocover of darikmess until contact was gained with NVA farces. Company
M engaged what was believed to be the forward security elements for
a WA Battalion dug in near YD 257658, as a result of the contact
the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines were unagble to establish contact with
Company "™" and the units held in position and delivered heavy fires
on the eremy. On the following morning Company "M' pushed forward arid
seoured the ground cgpturirng several weapons and causing the enemy to
f2ll back to the area of Ky Truc. At 1100H the Battalion was chopped
to OPCON of the 9th Marines and a new concept of operations was initigted
by the 9th Marines, The Battalion was directed to seize the grounmd
at YD 257647, YD 25971 and YD 259659 which was already secured by
Company "M". Company "I" was assigned to seize the village areas at
YD 257647 erd commenced its agttack after delivery of heavy artillery
and fived wing preparation. At 14C0H on 26 May 68 the attack met with
gtiff resistance and moaderate frienmdly casualties were incurred. Pive
POWS were captured and indicated that the remmants of a NVA Bettalion
remeining from Company "M's attack had displaced to the area.

Company "I" was withdrawn in favor of heavier preparation fires

vhich were delivered throughout the night and early morning hours.
After heavy air strikes were called on the objective area, including
2,000 pound boubs, Company "I" once again attacked the village area
and secured seme without resistance. On the afterncon of 27 May
Companies "B" and "I® of the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines were chopped
$o the OPCON of 3/3. e Battalion with Companies of 1/9 was to
establish the western gsectar of & cordon with the 3d Battalion 34
Marines on the east amd a Battalion of the 2rd ARVN Regiment to the
south, The area of resistance to be ocardoned included Ky Truc and Xy
Lam, Cempany "D" 1/9 while moving to their assigned sector met stiff
resistance at YD 251659 anl wss pulled back at last light to YD 265656
while Companies "L" and "™" gkirted the area of enemy resistance under
the oover of darkness to establish blocks st YD 250670 amd YD 254665
respectively. On 28 Mgy Company '"I" moved to close the cardon by
establ ishing physical contact with Company #K", 3/9 on the narthern
end at YD 245674, Once this was acoomplished Company "I aqommenced
the attack en Ky Lam. 4 critisal problem was experienced when a
combination of rain end sand hal reduced the majority of M-16 rifles to

e g
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p an inoperative state. Unler the cover of &« M.48 tank furnished by

‘ the 3d Battaliony 9tk Marines, Lima Company pulled back with their
ocsualties, extremely heavy supparting fires pounded the objective
through the night and contimied until firat light on 30 May when
Company "B", 1st Battalioh, 9th Marines attacked with seven tanke apd
with Company "I" in trace. The objective was seized with only light
sniper resistance end no friendly casualties. Over 30 RVA were killed
a.lﬂ 25 captur.‘ed.

Fire suppart vas consldered to be effective aml responsive., On
cccasions when reaction ar effect wes less than desirable, rapid
carrections were affected by the supparting units,

50 KIA and 319 WIA med evac encountered during the month resulted
in a serious personnel shartage as well as a loss of experience which
will require erecrganizaptiom end training effort over the next few
weeks to effset the comdat loss. Wespons and equipment will ‘alev
Tequire a maximum replacement &éffort in arder to retain an acceptable
degree of oombat effectiveness. In spite of heavy and continuows
oontact and extended periods of field operation, all indigations point
to an appreciation in troop marale and aggressiveness, This is closely
linked to the offensive nature of the operation end viseble successes
gained during the reporting periad,

The ability to exploit ground contacts, mobility achieved through
the use of helicopters and extraardinary fire support available high~
lighted the months activities.

A1l indications pointed to a bedly beaten, demaralized and 111-
organized and prepared enemy force.

The Battalion was chopped to the OPCON of the 3d Marines on 30
May and is presently engeged in heavy patrol activities as well a8 a
ooncentrated effart to improve existing defenses and fortifiocations
at the strong point patral baseg,

[ IHCLASSIFED |
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,m A CRIFIET SYQUENTTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVERTS

1, Combat Missions Ams d.

8. Basic Mission. To comluct missions in assigned srea of operations
in accardance with 3d MarDiv Oparations Crder 59-67.

b, To conduct anti-filtrgtion operations in A0 with gpecial
emphasis on interdicting narth/south infiltration routes. Assume
rosponsidbility for enlarged 40 to inolude outpost of Hill #28,
Defend and provide protection for construction effort on Route 566.
Reference 9th Marines Qpergtion Plan 2-58, 9th Marines Frag Qrder #
14 (Operation Kentuoky)»

cs Conduct offensive operations to locate, k11l o cepture enemy
persannel, locate and destroy enemy installations and capture enewmy
equipment and/or munitions, {Referenoe 9th Marines Prag Qrder 20-68).

d., In a combined/coardinated movement with 1/4 continue assigned
mission to locate the enemy within assigned 40 by Proceeding from
present location to the south vicinity of Hill #26, Be prepared to
conduot sdditional operations as directed by this Headquarters.
(Reference 9th Marines Frag Order 28-68.)

2, Significant Operations Conlucted.

a. The Battalion () conducted e search and destroy apiration
in accardance with 9th Marines Frag Order 20-68 durirg the period
6-18 May 1968, A After Aotion Repart of the operation is included
in Part IV with the supparting documents. :

b. On 22 May Company "I" while comiucting a search and destroy
mission in the vicinity of lac Son encountered an WA Coupany hardared
in the vicinity of YD 157703. A4s the contact developed it became
apparent that a reinfaroing element was required, and Company "I"
vith a small Battalion Command Group deployed from the A~3 Pogition,
1/4 was simultanecusly deployed to destroy a sizeble W4 force south
of the trace in the vicinity of An Dinh while elements of 3/9 and 1/
vere committed to blocking positions to the west and south of the 3 3
contact. Contaot was scattered and accompanied by enemy mortar and
artillery fire, The main resistance was overcome by mid-afternoon
as the enemy fell back to the south and Companies "I" amd "I
established night defensive positions at YD 155702 and YD 157703
respectively. The following marning Company "I" continusd the attack
to seize 4 defended WA position at YD 155604, Heavy ememy resistance

3 ) : <, .

7 du—
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wag initially enceuntered and Company “I" was directed to pull back

in favar of heavier preparation fires., During the afternepn the attack
was Tenswed and the position was séizdd ahd consolidated. Company “1°
, was displaced forward to estgblish a %10 company position with Cotpany
: ®Y", Tha .operation was terminated on 24 May and both Companies retwned
; to A-3 priar to last light on 24 May.

: Friendly losses totalled 9 KIA amnd 59 WIA while %2 NVA KIA were
confirmed end 3 PO/'s captured. 13 individual weapons and-ona. 12.7mn
anti-airoraft weapon was ceptured, Additionally over 20 bunkers and
200 martar rounds were destroyed.

[

g wrg

c. On the afternoon of 25 May the Battalion received a verdal Prag
Order to deploy three Companies by helicopter to YD 278663 to relieve
2/4 and assume their previously assigned AQ unier the QBCON of the 34
Mar ines. Companies "Y' gnd "M' landed initislly and were to estgblish
defensive positions in the vicinity of YD 267649 in preparation far

the relief which was to occur mn 26 May. While moving to establish

the defensive positions the Battalion was directed to continue move-
ment in deployed farmstion until contact was gained or the area in
praximity t4 the 24 grid line was consolidated. 1/3 was directed to
attack en a vesterly axis narth of the 66 grid line in coordingtion
with 3/3. The Battalion (-) moved westward until contact was gained
with an estimated NVA Company at YD 257658 at last light. 1/3 had

not yet moved a sufficient distance to physically tie in on the
Battalion's right because of the heavy contact in this area. Heavy
preparation fires were delivered throughout the night and Company "M
mttacked the following merning. At the time of the attack the Battalion
had Teverted to the OPCON of the 9th Marines and the aree was identified
as Objective '"B" which was seized priar to noon and consolidat ion

was asocomplished at YD 260658,

Company "I" attacked a determined force on the afternoon of tha
25th gt YD 267649 and met with a determined NVA Company supparted by
artillery and several sutomatic weapons, the Company was pulled baok
to YD 265654 under cover of dsrimess while Company "L" was moved to
a blooking position in the vieinity ef YD 260672.

On the marning of 27 May Company "I" renewed the attack on the
same position which was identified as ObJjective "A" and after
entensive preparation the objective was seized withcuonly light
resistance. On the evening of 27 May Companies "B" and "D" 1/9 were
chopped OPCON to 3/3 and a cordon ground the ares of Ky Truc vas
esteblished in coordinstion with one Battalion of the 2nd ARVN
Regiment and 3/9. The following afternoon hesvy fires were delivered
into the oenter of the cardom and the circle was closeds Company "L"
cemmenced en attack on the Ky Lanm ares from the narth on the after-
noon of the 28th and was forced to withdraw to YD 244673 as a result

of extremely heavy resistance. On the 29th of May preparation
" | UNCLASSIFIED
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artillery and fixed wing were deliverel into the area of Xy lam and
Ky Truc and at £irst light on 30 May Compeny "B" 1/9 still OPCON to
3/3 commenced the attack with Cempany "I" on Ky Lam approaching from

g the south under the cover of heavy supparting fires and carried the

‘ attack to Ky Lam, only light resistance was encountered end the cardon
forces were diverted to other missions once the area had been thoughly
swopt. In the course of the operation 3/3 suffered 34 KIA amd 50 WIA,
Enemy losses include 133 KIA confirmed, 25 POV captured as well as 81
individual and 27 crew served weazpons.

Although friendly losses were considered heavy it is felt that a
large farce had been deniled the gbility to mass its farces and ite
actual losses wore far in excess of those gble to be confirmed by the
Battalion,

On 31 May the Battalion moved to relieve 2/4 elements in position
who were to be redeployed. The 3/3 Command Group established a command
post at YD 278663. <

5. Casualties Inflicted on the Enemy.

a. During the month of May, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines inflicted
the following casualties on the enemy; 206 WA KIA (confirmed) and
31 POf s,

4. Casualties Sustained.

a. Name of Swrgeon:  Lt. Emilio Jimenes, MC, USKR,  1-21 May
Yt. Henry D. Jaxrdan, MC, USRR, 21-24 May
Lt, Joseph W. Wolfe, MO, USNR, 24-31 May

b. Significant Dvents:

(1) On 3 May,one menber of Lima Company was WIA from an
enemy mine, 2 membexrs of Lima DOW due to enemy mine,

(2) On 4 May,one member of India Company was killed by
accidental discharge of M-16 rifle.

(3) On 6 May, 2 members of BAS Company were wounded in action
due to enemy artillery, one member of H&S Company was wounded by a
enemy Chi Com grenade, 2 members of Kilo Company were wounded by enemy
rockets.

(4) On 7 May, 2 members of Mike Company and one member of
H&S Company were wounded from enemy Chi Com grenade, one membgr of
Lima Company was wourded by enemy mortars,

O e

(5) On 8 Mgy, 8 members of H&S Company, 23 members of Imdia

Company, 5 meubers of Lima Company and 17 members of Mike Company were
wounded due to enemy artillery. 2 members of H&S Company, 2 wembers of

| UMGLASSIFIED

9
DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

Sy I

— URCLASSIFIED

Limg Co. one member of Mike Co. WIA due to ememy mortars. One member
H&S Co. and one member of lima Co. WIA due to enemy rockets. Six members
of Lima Co. and one member of Mike Co WIA due to enemy small erms fire.
One member of H&S Co. and one member of Lima Co. WIA due—to enemy Ch4 Com.
Two members of H&S Co. and one member of Lima Co wounded due to friendly
alrstrike. One member of H&S Co, nine members of India Co. and 6 members
of lima Co. NBC due to heat exhgustion, One member of H&S Co. end 2
members of Iima Co. Med Fvaced due to battle fgtigue. Three members

of Lima Co. Med %vac due to anxiety reaction. One mewber of Mike Co.

NBC due to sprained ankle. Four members of lLima Co. KIA due to enemy small
arms fire. One member of Lima Co. and two members of India Co. KIA

due to shrapnel wounds.

6. On 9 May 68, 2 members of India Co. were wounded due to enemy artillery.
One member of Lima Co WIA due to enemy morters. One member of Mike Co.

WIA due to enemy Chi Com. Five members of H&S Co., one member of India’
Co., one member of Mike Co., and six members of lima Co NBC due to heat
exhaustion. One member of India Co, NBC due to self inflicted M-16 rifle
wound. One member of Mike Co. “IA due to friendly grenade.

. 7. On 10 May 68, 2 members of H4S Co., t member of India Co., and 5
wewbera of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy artillery, Three members of Mike
Co., WIA due to small arms fire. One member of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy
Chi Com. One member of India Co. MBT due to self inflicted gunshot
wound.

8. On 11 Mgy 58, 4 members of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy Chi Com. Two
metbers of Mike Co., WIA due to enemy mortars. Two members of Mike Co. -
WI4 due to enemy artillery. One member of Mike Co. wounded due %o friendly
artillery.

9., On 12 May 68, one member of B&S Co. NBC due to anake bite. One member
of Mike Co. NBC due to heat exhaustion. ‘

10. On 13 May 68, one member of BXS Co., WIS due to emewmy mortar'ss 1
member of Iimg Co. WIA due to enemy small grme fire.

11. On 15 May 68, one member of H&S Co. WIA due to ememy rocket; one
‘member of Iima Co. WIA due to enemy rocket. '

12, On’ 16 May 68, 3 members of H&S Co., 1 member of Lima Co., and 2
members of Mike Co., WIA due to enemy morterss 1 member of Mike Co,
NBC due to heat exhaustion; one member of Ydma Co. NBC due to self
inflicted gunshot wound.

13. On 17 May 68, one member of lima Co. NBC due to self inflicted

o GHUSSFE
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14. On 22 May 68, 2 meumbers of India Co., and 2 members of Iima Co.

WIA due to shell shock; 13 mombers of Indis Co,, 1 member of H&S Co.,

ani 4 members of Lima Co. WIA due to enemy artillery; 4 members of

India Co., 2 members of H&S Co, and 2 members of limg Co. WIA due to enemy
smgll grms fire. One member of HS Co., 1 member of India Co., 3 members
of Iimg Co., WIA due to enemy Chi Com. Five members of BH&S Co., 19
menbers of India Cos.s and 13 members of Lima Co, WIA due to enemy mortars.
One member of H&S Cos, 2 members of Iimg Co., and 4 wembers of India Co.
Med %vaced due to enxiety reaction. Two members of Indis Co. KIA due

to enemy small arms fire. -

~15. On 23 Ha,v 68, one member of H&S Co. and 5 mewbers of India Co. WIA

due to enemy artillery. One member of India Co. and one member of lima
Co. WIA due to enemy Chi Com. Two members of H4S Co., 1 memder of India -
Co., WIA due to enemy mortars, One member of H2S Co., 3 members of India
Co., and one member of lima Co. WIA due to enemy small arms fire. Two
members of Limg Co. ¥BC due to heat exhaustion . One' member on India

Co. XITA due to enemy mortars. Two members of India Co., 2 members of
Iiwa Co., and one member of H&S Co., KIA due to enemy small arms fire.

One member of India Co DOW due to enemy small arms fire.

16. On 25 May 68, one member of H&S Co., 8 members of Mike Co., WIA due to
enemy small arms fire. Five members of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy Chi Com,
One member of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy artillesry,

17. On 26 May 68, 9 members of India Co., 15 members of Kilo Co., 15
nombers of Mike Co., and 3 members of H&S Co. WIA due to enemy smgll arms
fire, Pive members of Mike Co.,, one member of India Co. =snd 2 members of
B&S Co. WIA due to enomy artillery. One member of Mike Co. NBC due to
heat exhaustion. One member of Mike Co, NBC due to derangement of Rt,
knee. Ore member of Mike Co. NBC due to possible hernia. One member of
India Co. NBC due to sprained Lt, ankle. One member of India Co., NBC due
to flash blindless from friendly LAAW., One member of India Co. WIA due to
eneny mortars. Right members of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy Chi Com. One
member of India Co., and 2 wembers of lima Co NBC due to heat exhgustion.
Four members of Kilo Co., 6 members of Mike Co., 5 members of India Co., 4
members of H&S Co., KIA due to enemy small arms fire.

18. On 27 Mgy 68, 2 members of Mike Co., WIA due to enemy artillery.
One menber of lima Co. WIA due to enemy small grms fire, Threo members of
India Co., 1 member of H&S Co. KIA due to enemy small grms fire.

19. On 28 May 68, one member of lima Co and 2 members of Mike Co. WIA
due to enemy artillery. EHight members of Iima Co. WIA due to enemy Chi
Com. Six members of lima Co. and 1 member of Mike Co. WIA-due to enemy
small arms fire. One member of Iima Co, NBC due to anxiety reaction.
Eight members of Iimg Co. and two members of H&S Co KIA due to enemy
sogll grms fire, :

" —
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20. On 29 May 68, one member of HAS Co. NBC due to anxiety reastion.
Two members of Mike Co, KIA due to shrapnel wounds.

21. There was a total of 355 inoculations given during the wonth of May.

22, Outpatient Visits:
a. Common Complaints;
1) ¥U00 05
2) Venereal Disease 10
3) Hegt Casualties 42

4) Malaria 04

5) Dental 50

6) Cellulitis 30

57) Digrrea 04

8) Miscellaneous

224 TOTAL
23, Number of Bgttle Cgsuglities:

TOrALS K14 WwIa DOW MIA  NBC  NBC KIILW
TMC 3/3 48 290 03 0 51 01
USK 3/3 02 24 00 ) 05 00
USMC OTH™R 00 05 00 0 00 00

c. Medical Trendg. There was a slight increase on the mumber of
Malaria cases during the month of May due to the on-comming mosquito
ssason. Increased emphasis on mropkylaxis measures in this gres may
help %o alleviate this problem.

d. Problem freg. Veneresl disease increase mdicates a need to
observe more ¢losely the number of cases seen and take actiom quickly
if the situation worsens.

5. New Techniques Employed. None

60 %mﬂ!a Relgtiong.

8. OPCON - 9th Mgrines, ADCON = 3rd MarDiv

b. On 25 May 68 the Battahon vas chopped to OPCON 3rd 'ﬂgz:ine
Regiment.

c. On 26 Mgy 68 the Bgttalion was chopped to OPCON 9th Marine
Regiment.

d. On 27 May 68 the Battalion assumed OPCOY of Companiss "B" and ™P"
13t Bagttglion, 9th Marines.

e. On 30 May 68 the Battalion gssumed OPCON of Company "X, 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marines and chopped OPCON of Companies “B" and "T)"
Battalion, 9th Mﬂ'meso

12 ;
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f. On 30 May 68, the Battalion was chepped to OPCON 3rd Mgrine
Regiment.

7. I &u!ﬁnt‘ None
6. Logistics.

Be suBEl!o

(1) Genergl, During the reporting period the battalion contimued
to build up the A-3 Position., Dgily resupply by helicopter is the
principle means of transportation to A-3,

(2) Clgss I, A daily resupply maintains the regular supply of
Class 1 at a three to five day level., Yater buffalos are lifted in and
out primarily by helicopter.

(3) Clgss II, There still remains a critical shortsge on:

Baynnets Magazines - 45

Magazines - M-16 Binoculars

Utility trousers, all small and medium reguler sizes.
Utility shirts, all small sizes

Compasses

(4) Clgss III, Fo problems encountered in keeping an sdequate
supply of FOL on hand.

(5) Clgss IV. There were shortages of the following itemss

Alr strip matting
ngineer stakes

(6) Clgss V. The Bgttalion supply of Class V is maintained
at a BA + 5 DOA. There has been shortages in the following items:

Liaw's :
Time Fuge

C-4

Grenade, Frag M-26A2

b. Motor Trggggggt.

m On 22 Mgy 68 the battalion received twenty (20) new M151At's.
2) The present gstgtus is considered adequate for current
operations on the M27442's (mules) snd M37B1 (PC).

(a) .Breakdown of M274A2 (mules).

1) 1/E 30
2 ok 29

' 2nd echelon Maint. 10
3rd echelon Maint. 1

Code "X"ed 1

6) Operational 18

(3) & shorzage of magnetos, rear cables, cable leads and starters
atill exists in our motor transport section.
(4) Ninth Motor Transport Battalion provided trucks to pick up
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and deliver supplies to the ISA for helicopter resupply. On several
occasions truck suppart has been inadequate,

c. [Inhgineer Assistance.
(1) 1In addition to normal support the 3rd Engineers provided
assistance by building bunks in the living bunkers at the A-3 Position
from prefabricated masterigl provided from Dye Marker stocks.

4, Ordnance,
215 At the end of the month the Bgttelion maintained the following

ITM T/E 0, OFTRATIONAL 2nd RCH, 8D %, !TISU!
VM-14 Rifles Eé' '5-2& 52
329

45 Pistols’ 354 354 0 0
Shotguns 13 19 15 4 o
M-60 MG 35 35 33 2 0
106 RR 8 8 7 1 0
M-79 36 37 37 0 0
81mm Mortars 8 8 8 0 0
60mm Mor tars 12 12 12 0 0
3¢5 Rockets 32 32 28 0 0
M=-16 Rifles 919 969 966 3 0
106RR Mounts 8 8 7 0 0
Plamethrowers 9 9 5 2 0

9. Civic Action. None

10. Administration.

a. No awards ceremony was held during the month of Mgy.
b. A total of 5 Court Martials were held during May; 3 SPCM and
2 SCM. TFive Battalion Commanders Office Hours were completed and 4 are
pending. There were 6 Company Commgnders Office Hours completed and 8
are pending.
c. Special Services provided the below during the month of May:
21 Tooth brushes
2) Free soda (twice)
233 Free beer
4) Stationary kits
(5) Wightly motion picture films
d. Post exchange services were not available to the Battglion due
te it being located at A-3, however, Sundries Packages were distributed.:
6. Iiberty was not authorized during this period.
f. During the month 90fficer and 50 Enlisted Marines rotated to
CONUS. Nineteen enlisted Marines were transfered within the Regiment
or Division, Thirty seven enlisted Marines were tranafered as a result
of medical evacustion.

1 -
4 Enclosure (1)
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a« Gains: 2 USMC QFF; 146 USMC BNL
b. Loesos 4 WBMC OFF; 165 USMC ENL
c. Monthly Strength (Average):

MC OFF MC FNL USN OFF USN ENL
35 1053 2 53

d. Net loss/gain.

nc OFF MC ENI. USN OFF USN ERL
2 0 19/0 0/0

e+ Fmergency lesve for the month of May: 7 USMC "nlisted. There
vere no humanitarian transfers during the month of May, Twice/thrice
wounded or resssigned outside of RVN due to father/brother in country:
8 USMC enlisted,

f. There were two Hardship Discharges gpplied for during the past
month and one is pending.

€. Two Administrative Discharges are pending.

h, The RAR Program continues to be a major morale factar within
this command. There were 88 out of country quotas used du:ring thia
reparting poriod.

i. Morale is considered to be excellent tc outstanding.

J. Postal Services during the month has been good. Mail was delivered
to the forward position by air as avallable.

1 2- mtelliggm (-1

During the month of May there were thres major engagemenits with the
enemy. The Battalion conducted a search and destroy operation in Iegther-
neck Square 6 thru 18 May. The intelligence gained, wespons captured '
and terrain analysis is outlined in detail in Combat Operations After
Action Report dated 25 May 68, (Sece Part IV for report).

On 22 May 68 Company "I" made contact with a very sggress.ive enemy
force in the vicinity of YD 164704. The enemy force was estimated
to be of company size and engeged the point units of Company "I".

Company "' and a Command Group were dispatched to reinforce Company "I
Breny contact continued throughout the day snd the Battalign (-) remained
in the field until 24 May 68 to exploit the enemy,

The enemy were well equipped, aggressive agnhd was supported with both
mortars and gdjusted grtillery. On 22 May 68 gpproximately 350-400 -
rounds of 105mm artillery and 100-150 rounds of 60 and 82mm mortar was
delivered on friendly units. Three POW's were captured on the 2%rd of
Moy and identified units of the 64th Regiment and 52nd Regiment, 320th
Division as operating in the area. At legst two or three companies were
estimated to be in the grea with the migesion of securing the flanks of

15
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the infiltration route and countering any Marine operations in the area.
Tt is assumed that infiltration of one and quite likely two Battalions was
pre~-empted by this engagement.

The wegbons and equipment captured are listed below in the cumalative
totals for the month, The significant gear captured included 12.7mm
Machine Guns, numerious individual wespons, assorted radio parts,
binoculars and large amounts of all caliber gmmunition.

On 25 May two companies and s command group were heli-lifted into
the Cau Viet River srea in the vicinity of YD 280655. The remainder of
the Battalion was lifted in on the 26th of May and the Battalion operated
for the remsinder of the month in the vicinity of Ky Ism and KY Truc in
grid YD 2466 and the village in the YD 2564 grid. Remenants of the 52nd
Regiment, 320th Division were encountered during the operation. The 4th
and 6th Infentry Battalions were identified along with the 1st Company,
14th Battalion which is a supply end transpart unit.

Extensive use of artillery and air was used to prep all objectives
and contributed to demoralizing the enemy which had not eaten in five
deys. They got water from bomb craters and sustained many casualities. A
PsyOps plan was utilized over the objective area and the POW's stated
they wanted to surrender but fegred the artillery fire.

On 30 May a tank infantry attack on the Ky Truc, Ky Lam objective
area netted 18 POW's that offered very light resistance before surrend-
ering.

It is estimated that at least two enemy Battgslions are rondered non- -
effective as a resilt of thecasualties inflicted and the weapons
cgptured included 81 individual and 27 crew served weapons of which six
were 12.7um AA Mechine Guns.

-

ENTMY WEAPONS AND BQUIEMENT CAPTURED 1-31 MAY 1968

.. 48 AR-47's , 86 SKs's

1 Sniper Rifle w/case 11 30 Cal, Carbines (US)
18 M-16 Rifles 6 M-1Rifles

4 M-60 Mgchine Guns 1 M4

2 TSMG 5 BAR's

1 Grease Gun 22 MAT ~49's French

8 Chinese Auto. Rifles 7 Chi Com Burp Guns

1 Soviet, 7.62 Sub-MG, PPS 1 M-79 v

8 RPG-2 Lgunchers 1 RPG-7 Launcher
19 RPD, Light Mo 8 12.7mm Soviet HMG

2 50 Cal. HMG 3  60mm Mortars, w/bipods,baseplate/sights
3 60mm Sights 2 60mm Mortar cleaning rods
1 S0 Cal. MG Ring sight 3 82mm ApAiming stakes

3 B82mm Morter base plates 2 82mm Mortar bipods

1 82mm Mortar sight 5 Alming sets £/12.7mm HMG
5 Tripods £/ 12.7om EMG 3 75mm Recoiless Rifles

DECLASSIFIED
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39
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42

51
1160
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24
433
} 380
; 123
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T.623m HMG

Pripods £/12,7Tmm MG

50 Cal rounds

7062 rounds

30 Cal. rounds, linked
SKS rounds ,
DH-10 Claymore Mines
7-10 AP Mines

RFG-2 charges

BPC-7 charges

RPG propellent charges
82mn morter rounds
LAMNW's

Rifle grenades

57mm RR round

DECLASSIFIED

1
6
180
1525
500
1

22
50
105
47
287
1
25
4

7
Bangalore Torpedoes (homemade)y
Shape charge, rifle grenades 7

Chi Com grenades
Puges

Blasting caps

feet detonating cord
Batteries

hmeter

Siren

Unit #1 type medical bags

Machettes
Shovels

Intrenching tools
Helmets

Sets misc. cooking equip.
Rec6ll Peds, rubber f/rifle

Ponchos

Packages chewing tobacco

Rice Bags

Hammoc ks

Chi Com grenade pouches
Binocular Cases
Shelter halfs

4K-4T magazines

M.16 magazines

30 Cal, Carbine magazine

Ibg of rice
Typewriter

Chinese Flag

Cases Protein Blocks

3
89
50

353

2

2
2
6
11

4

96
124

-J
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50 Cal. M3 aight

Sholder harness £/12.7am M3
%.56 rounds

7.62 rounds, linked

9mm rounds

Magazine, crimped cartridges
AT Mines

Cans, increments

RPG~2 rounds

RPG-T rounds

60mm mortar rounds

60mm mortar round (US)

75mm RR rounds

82om Illumingtion rounds
Smoke grenagie

Preg. rifle grenade

Cans propellent £/60um mortarg
Cans mropellent f/82mm mortars
lbs TNT

feet time fuse

Primers

Coils Coom. Wire

Wire Cutters

Bags electrical equipment & radio parte
Firet Aid Packs

Picks

Saws

Assorted clothing

Packs .

Gas masks

Pair NVA snegkers

Wrist watch

leather belt

Mosquito Nets

RPG Pack

Cartridge belts '
Canteens

RPD drum w/ammo
Assorted magazines

30 Cal, Carbine mag.azines
Rifle grenade attachments
0il cans

NVA Flags

Feet of rope

Various documents, daries, phamplets and personnel cor respondence.

7
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1%, Commmicati

a. The Communications Platoen ran normal vire and reldio operations
at A-3 until relieved on position by Company "F", 2nd Bn, 26th Mgrines.
At this time g1l installed communications equipment was removed and return-
ed to Dong Ha.

b. Training. A contaot team made up of two (2) wiremen was orgenized
to give instruction to the 106mm Recoiless Rifle Platoan in txrouble
shooting and 1st echelon maintenance of wire equipment,

c. Equipment Status, The Battalion received two (2) TS 297 mul-
timeters and one remote unit AN/GRA - 39. FEssential equipment down is
as follows;

1 AN/FRC.41
1 AN/MRC-83
4 AN/PRC-25

d. Problem freps, A critical shortage of a KY-8 Technican will
arise with the rotgtion of the one 2847 on board.

Tape sntennas and bases are still in very short supplye.

i

14. Vegther. The westher during the month of May was hot and humid
with a few electricagl storms and heavy rains during the latier part of
the month.

Avergge High - 95 degrees Humidity - 66%
Avergge Iow - 77 degrees Precipation « 1.19 inches
iverage Visibility - 5 miles Vind 5 to T knots from the north/west.

15. PFire Support. During the month of May artillery fire support
increased considerably over the previous month due to the increased time
spent in the field, the total rounds expended increases from 5,000 in
spril to over 10,000 in May. Generally speaking this command was well
satisified with the fire support received.
During the firgt five days of the month, forwgrd chservers concen-
trated most of their fires on suspected enemy positions, possible enemy
infiltration routes and other missions in support of patroling units,
Beginning on the 6th of May, the Battalion started a sweep south towsrd
Phu Tho and other southern locations. During this sweep many of the T
preparatory and suppressive fires were controlled by Regiment so their
record of total rounds expended will definately exceed that which we will
report. Fire suppart during this operation included massive preparatory
fires, suppressive fires and lucrative live missions. Initially we had
Iroblems with clearences due to other units operating to our south., Once
these problemg were solved fire support became more responsive. (See
After Action Report for further amplification in Part IV).
Upon return %o A-3 we again resumed fire support designed to deny the
eneny access to infiltration routes. On the 26th of May, one of our units
made contect and again our volume of artillery support increased.
Initial volumes of fire were responsive and accurate but the evening
migsions were very siow due to a clegrance problem with other unite.‘

UNGLASSIFIE
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Soon after that short operation we were moved to the Can Viet sres
where the Battalion wes GPCON'ed to the 34 Marinss for epproximstely

18 hours. When contett was made the first night, the 3rd Battalion
12th Marines fired in support of the Battalion, they too seemed slov and
bit reluctant to fire a lsrge volume of rounds, but finally furnished
the Battelion with required support., The remainder of the month, the
Battalion was OPCON'ed to the 9th Marines and received direot support
from the 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines. They cooperated fully to make
sure the Battslion received the fire support needed and at the sgpprop-
riate time. They had several lucrative live targetls and extensive

N preparatory fires that lighted the burden for the infantry, as a result,
: this command was extremely satisified with the artillery support far the
‘ wonth of May.

s. Units Providing Direct and General Suppart.

(1) Btry "D", 2nd Bn, 12th Mgrines
(23 Btry “E", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
Btry "F", 2nd Bn, 12th Mgrines
Btry A", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
Btry "B*, 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
Btry "C", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, Ussa
Btry "H", 3rd Bn, 12th Marines
Btry "I", 3rd Bn, 12th Marines
) Btry "C", ;at R};, 1éth Marines
10) Btry "a", LVT, How
13) Biry "C") T, How €
12; Btry "™”n, 1st Bn, 12th Marines
13) Btry "Ww", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
(14) Btry "W, 3rd Bn, 12th Marines
15) B&ry "Ev, 1st Bn, 12th Mgrines (General Suppart;
31% Btry "L", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines gceneral Support
17) Btry '"M", 3rd Bn, 12th Marines (General Support)
(18) 175m Btry, Sth Ba, 4th Artillery, USA

b. Missions Fired
€) ) tiller

e ——

O 0~ N\ N

a) FPreparatory Fires 113
b) Suspected enemy positions 125
o) Iive missions 86
d) Night defensive fires 80
(e) Tllumingtion 6
%f Marking rounds 15
g) Smoke Screens 2
h) Blocking fires 8
1) TFingl protective fires

j) Counter battery fires 16
(x) H&I's 300

19
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(2) 8tmm Mortgrs.
Suspected enemy positions 24
Praparatory Fires 40
I4ve Migsions 57
; Illumination 3
%e H&I's 347
f; TOr'g 12
g) Night Defensive Fires 11
ih) Counter mortar fires 19
i) Spotter rounds 21
Ce %%ition Expended.
1 ﬁ:illerx.
a) 105mm 7935
b) 4.2 mortar 915
. e) 155mm 902
d§ 8 inch 398
e) 175mm 14
6721
664
255
39
16, jpir Support.

During the month of May a total of 13 air strikes were run by the
ALO/PAC Team. FEight (8) of these air strikes were controlled by us
the AN/PRC-93 redio. Seven (7) of these strikes were run vhen the _‘;‘ﬁ?nc
41 was not availeble. It was found that once aircraft were within 3 to %
miles of the controling team no problems were encountered in commmicating
with the aircraft, beyond this range communications could not be
gusrranteed. No final determination can be made as to the merits of the
“AN/PRC-93 radio until further field evaluation has been completed.

a. During the month 69 individual flights of air were run in the
Battalion A0. BDA of particular interest as reported by observers wvas 91
bunkers destroyed, 26 killed by air and 17 secondary explosions.

.- b, There were 67 TPQ's requested by this Battalion and 24 vere hit.

c. A0 support consisted of 62 sorties totaling 82 houra.

d. During the month of May 168 personnel were Med Evac 'ed by air.

e. Nine C&C flights were requested and nine received. '

f. Helicopters lifted 457,200 pounds of cargo and 84 passengers for
the Ba.ttaliun-

g. Mwo troop lifts were executed transporting the Battalion (-)
over g two day period.

17. ctivities/Desctivations/Redesignetions. None W\]N@MSS\\H@J

. I
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18. [Tragining Report. Little training was accomplished during the month
of May due to operational commitments,

g8« During the period 1 thru 6 Mgy classes were held at the company
level on the following subjecis:
21) Pechniques of Fire. M-60 Machine Gun 2 hours
2) LA and M-79 Grensde Launcher 2 howrs
b. An NCO School hags been organized and will commence as soon as
operational comitments permit,

21 —
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

/1. JOWNAL STMMARY :
/ 2. BATTALION FRAG ORDER 9-68
3. 3/3 AFPER ACTION REPORT
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1 May 68. At 0815H a message was received from the 9th Marings S-2
concerning a report that the enemy would continue offensive between
Deng Ha and Cam Lo, with artillery support. The message vas rated B-3,
it 11158, Company "I", on patrol at YD 174698 sighted three (3) NVA
moving east along a trail, Company "I" elements engaged with emall srme,
the enemy fled to the west. At 1255H Company "I" moved approximately
500 meters north as a safety precaution due to a scheduled air strike.
(acc Light). Coumpany "I"'s ambush sites were also changed.

68, At 0145H while in a embush site at YD 203712 elemonts of .
Company "I" received 19 rounds of incoming mortars from an unkmowmn <rigin
counter mortar fire vas requested on a suspected mortsr position at _

YD 205727. A check fire was called by Division due to Populer Forces in
the vicinity. Division reported that the Popular Forces wers not equipped
vith mortars. : : :

At 11408 six (6) rourds of estimated 60m mortsr impasted outside the
wire at YD 176734. OP Silver reported tubes firing from gn asimuth :
of 0600 mils at spproximately YD 176748. An Simm mortar mission was fired
vith wnknown results. - : , ‘

68, At 1055H the A-3 Position received fifteen (1%) rounds of

eneny artillery fire, estimated 85mm, the fire was received from an asimuth
of 6000 mils, distance unknown. The rounds impacted outside the wire
at YD 170722. A 155mm artillery mission was fired with unknown results.

At 1230H vhile on patrel at YD 155720 Company "I’ sustained three (3§
casualties from a doodby trap, a Med Evac was roquested and completed at

}OH- ' .

At 1235H Company "IL" observed three (3) NVA at YD 146724, the XVA
ware dressed in Khaki and black uniforms. Compeny "L" engaged with
artillery and machine guns with good target coversge. Results were
unknown, .

4t 1336H the A-3 Position received five (5) artillery rounds of
estimated 105mm. The rounds impacted at YD 170722. A% approximately the
game time Hill #28 received two (2) 60mm mortar rounds, the rounds im-
pacted at YD 171734. The artillery rounds were believed to have been
fired from an azimuth of 6000 mils. A counter battery mission was fired
with unknown results. :

At 1510H Company "L" discovered two (2) bunkers, wopd construoted
at YD 161714, the bunkers were destroyed by demolitions.

At 1549H Company "L*" Med Evaced two (2§ non battle .casualties, one
(1) heat casuality and a man with a sprained ankle. . C

At 1820H Company "L" at YD 147707 sighted 15 to 20 NV a% YD 147699,
the enemy were moving south to north west. Company L% engaged with :
eutomatic wespons and artillery. At 1900H Company "L' sighted five (5)
small groups of NVA. The enemy were dressed in khaki "and black pajamas.
One group of five (5) personnel were engaged with heary small arms -
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fire at YD 152703, three (3) NV4A were observed to fall. One VA was aighted
at YD 152715 and one (1) at YD 148713, artillery missions were fired. The
areg will be searched at first light. ‘

4 May 68. A% 0125H Company "L" reported sighting three (3) NVA moving
from east to north west gt YD 148707,

At 0500H a Company "L" OP obgerved two (2) NVA moving west approx-
imately 45 meters from their position. Company "L" engaged with machine
gun fire with negative results. )

At 06508 Company "I" at YD 175713 reported a accidental discharge
of a M-16 rifle resulting in one (1) non battls casualty, A Med Evac
was called and completed at 0725H. An Investigating Officer was sppointed.

At 1215H Company "I" elements at YD 172698 sprung a daylight ambush
on three (3) NVA moving west on a trail. Company "I" elements engaged
vith small arms killing two (2) NVA, the third NVA fled into the brush.
The NVA were dressed in light gray uniforms. The following weaspons and
equipment were cgptured.

1 AK-47 1 M-16 (USs)
1 Poncho 1 Cartridge belt
1 Cigarette lighter Yoney

At 1430H Compeny "I" sighted approximately a squad of NVA moving east
to west on e trail at YD 174704, the NVA were dressed in khaki. Company
"I" engaged with small arms and received return fire from an unknown
enomy position to the east. Company "I" received 20 rounds of A0mm mortar
fire, 3 to 4 Chi Com grenades and sporadic small srms fire for approximstely
one (1) howr, at least one (1) NV3 was seen to fall but a search of the
area failed to reveal any bodies. An AO on station reported a large
mmmber of civilians and children in the area. One (1) civilisn was observed
carrying a weapon. An artillery mission was called on a suspected mortar
position. Company "I" swept the area and withdrew to contime mission.

- At 1700H OP Silver observed en individual at YD 175743, a 106mm Recoil-
less Rifle mission (5 rounds) was fired with good target coversge.

5 May 68. At O730H the 81mm mortar platoon commander notified the $-3
that one of the tubes had a hang fire, an HOD Team was requested.

A 0917H IP3 departed the A=3 Pogsition to meet and guide the 3d
Battalion, 9th Merines into the erea. IP3 made physical contact with 3/9
At 1535H the 34 Battalion, 9th Marines set in for the night gt YD

163713, IP3 returned to the A-3 Position at 1555H.

6 May 68, At O735H all Companies and the Command Groups departed the i-3
position in accordance with Battalion Frag Order 9-68. :
At 0800H the 3d Battalion, 9th Marines assumed responsibility for
the A-3 Position,
At 0930H Company "M" at YD 173704 discovered abunker complex of
ten (10) btunkers, two (2) AT Mines and two (2) boxes of B2mm mortar fuses
vere also found. The bunkers and fuses were destroyed., = . : T
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At 1440H Company 'T' gurprised two (2) NVA/VC who were sleeping and

-Jkdlled them with small arms fire. An unknown size enemy unit engaged
Company "I" from all sides cansing the leed elements of Company “"I" to
withdraw to Objective #1, the sttack is to be continued as som as possibls.

At 1600H the A-3 Position received 16 rounds of enemy artillery of

unknown caliber, a counter battery mission was fired.

At 1700H the positions of the Battalions Companies were as followsj
Company "I" YD 189699
Company "L" YD 180687
.Company "M" Objective #1 - ' :

Botween the hours of 062000H and 070200H Company "M" received several
probes by spproximately thirty (30) WV4, all enemy probes were repulsed by
local security. 4 search of the erea will be made at first light, ‘

68. At O650H & Company "™" element searched the area of last nights’
probee at YD 179698. Vvhile sesrching the area Company "M" elements captured
ono (1) NV4, POW; armed with en AK-47. Company "M" was engaged by approx-
imately five (5) WVA. Fire was returned by Company "™M" clements with
small grms. A mortar and artillery mission was called. The enemy vith-
drev leaving one (1) ¥V, KIA. The following weapons and equipment were

captured:
1 AR=47 1 SKS Carbinse _
2 AMK~AT magazines 5 Chi Com grenades
Documents and food 2 Packs
1 Cartridge belt w/ammo. 1 Poncho :
2 Intremching Tool Misc. clothing

At 0830H Company "L" made contact with a enemy element at YD 179687,
Company "L" received small arms and 60mm mortsr fire. Fire was returned
with smell arme and artillery fire.

At 0930H Company "1' sighted 3 to 7 NVA at YD 180688 and engaged with
emall arms and artillery, three (3) wia's were sustained by Company "1V,
two (2) of which were Med Eveced.

" At 11008 Company "L" at YD 183687 discovered two (2) bunkers,
eighteen (18) fighting holes, 1 Intrenching tool (us), and one (1) roll
of commmication wire. The equipment was destxroyed by demolition. At
1112E Company "L" made contact with an estimated 10-15 NVA and engaged
with small erms, 60mm mortars, and artillery. The enemy utilized small
arma and 60mm mortar fire. g

At 1310H vhile moving through an open areas at YD 142692, Company "I"
vas engeged by an estimated MVA squed. Company "I" returned fire
and moved through the area. No casualties were taken,

8 Mgy 68, At 0900H Company "I"'s point element observed twenty (20) Wa
at YD 174665, A hasty ambush was set but it soon became apparent that the
NVA were not sdvancing. The 1st Platoon of Company "1" deployed on

line and advanced. Contact was initiated by e machine gun tean., The

1st Platoon was talen under fire by an enemy 50 Caliber machine gun.
Artillery and fixed wing missions were calleds The 1st Platoon contimaed

ranke -

. | UHELSSIE
‘ . Bwlosure —

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

| the atteck capturing the mschine gun. Company "1 thea withdrew to
Objective #4. Heavy adjusted enemy artillery fire was received thrmgh- :
out the day, blocking the approsches to Objective "IM', .
..At spproximately 0950H the Battalion received incoming enemy artillery
; ﬁre from an agimith of 5400 mils, : The fires continued uwntil approx-
- imately 183(3. o
: ' At 1535H Battalion elements at YD 173671 received twenty (20) rounds
of estimated 152mm artillery fire. Counter battery missions were fired. - -
Friendly casualties were three (3) KIA's and nine (9) wIa's. :
At 16%0H Companieg "M" and "I" commenced a coordinated attack tovurds
YD 180668. The engmy position was defended by an estimated NVA Company.
Company "M" mssaulbed the position with two (2) platoons driving the .
ensmy from the position towards Objective "D". Heavy adjusted enemy
artillery and mortar fire was received. Fixed wing and ertillery were
called on the withdrawing enemy. Companies 'M" and "I" with Command Group
A" gonsolidated & night position at YD 177677. Company "L" and the
Bravo Command Group remained in position at Objective #4. Friendly
casualties were seven (7) WIA's. There were 2 1) NVa, KIA's confirmed,
Two (2) AK-47e were captured.
At 1700H gt YD 177677 the Battalion received twenty rounds of enemy
105mm artillery and twenty five (25) rounds of 60mm mortar fire.
At 1720H at YD 177667 Companies "M and "L" received fifty (50) rounds
. of enemy 60mm mortar fire.

9 May 68. - At 0700H Company "™Mn 31 scovered a bunker con lex at YD 181666,

At OT10H Company "M" elements at YD 186665 engaged one (1) NVA with small '
‘@b the NVA sought cover in a bunker, A grensde was’thrown in the

bunker which resulted in g large secondary explosion. ;During the search
e (1) booby Wi wab detonated. i tota) 6T Rt tien’ (44’) overheaded
bunkers wate- diseovéred and" 'I:eb (10)1W~Aiimdies fo\md. The folloving’!eqnipb

tent” wera eaptureds:: "o ol )
e M=16- riﬂoa (Us\ e AK-47‘ L s o T
. 3 'SKS Carbines - =~ . . 3 LAAW's-
21 MY .

At 1200H Company *I%: reported discevéring & largé nmnbh': ot bmk
with extensive. facilities for ooel:lng #hd sleepings © The bunkers’were -
feinforced well camouflaged and showed’ signs of ‘having ‘beba. occupied
for a long pebiod of time. Six (6): lm, KIa's canﬁrma ium cbﬁnt:adz'* &
'ﬂse following” weepon.s were cwt’m:ed: HOREE ; ’

17462 Maghine Gun = ° 7 1 Sniper* Rifle vf/a&opé

"1 730 Caldber’ Carbine (us) & :

'ﬁm followi.ng equipment was captm'ed and- destroyedi v

4 AP Mines iU 3+ Olaymore Mines ' v 7! 7]
* 87Chi-Com- grenﬁdés i 4000 TPoundsy AK-AT mnitimr
150_ s of tlea - - o 2001 Cals' 50 roubde 4. irieadls
5.6 Ix“mnmagaz‘lﬁes - 10 AK-47 banana ¢élips Ry
T 4. RPG. D, rotmae Lt 15 Cooking pots

2 Gasmanke T viasier Pensatian |

’1 R PRI R T AT S AR SRRLK UL AL —«';-.-::i ?'3. 3 o
e v e . R L .
T 26 , ,
HoPh i e o TR o U b mastira o Tt Do, Lo do suee: ¢ ﬂ-"u
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100 Battle Tressings 1000 B-1 Vitamin tablets

Assorted clothing and NVA 782 gear.
At 12308 Company "M" discovered and searched a large NVA dase camp
i _ at YD 179666.
| ' At 14008 the Battalion at YD 179655 received four (4) rounds of 105me
i_; artillery fire.
1° . B 1412H Company "L" elements sighted two (2) NVA at YD 166649, The
: anemy was engaged at a range of 400 metars with small arms and 60mm o
® - mortar fire resulting in one (1) ¥VA, KU confirmed. :
B At 1445H Commany "I" sighted spproximately forty (40) NV4 in the
open at YD 181645. An A0 was requegted. The NVA were engaged with
small grms and mortar fire. Two (2) NVA were killed by sniper fire. .

At 1531H Company "L" discovered four (4) bunkers at YD 168645, two
(2) RPG type carrying containars were also found,

At 1645H Company "M" discovered at YD 175651 the following weapons
and equipment; : :

-1 SKS Carbine Misc. 782 gear (destroyed)

At 173H Company "I" at YD 168645 made contact with an NVA unit : ‘
vhich hed set an ambush, The enemy was engaged with small arms and 60mm
worter fire, Six (6) NVA were sighted before contact was broken. The
area was swept by Company "L" with negative results. :

10 May 68, At O830H at YD 172642 Company "L" discovered the following
items : :

1 somunition belt w/ 30 rounds of ammunition (AR-47)

2 Chi Com grenades .

1 Irum megazine w/50 rounds of ammunition. :

At 1437H Company "I" at YD 167646, (site of a contact on 8 May F8),
found evidence of two (2) NVA, KIA's confirmed and the’ following equip-

ment;
1 AR-47 . 1 M-16 ».
1 Banana Clip 4 Chi Com grenade’s

1 Bag of rice

At 2045H at YD 173646 a Company "M" LP engaged an estimated five
(S) NVA with small arms with unknown results. The area will be checksd
at first light. Two friendly WIA's (Med Evecs) ware sustained.

11 Mgy 68. A search of Company 'M"'s IP area of contaot of 092045H
revealed one (1) NV.4 poncho. o
At 1100H at YD 164654 Company "L" discovered 23 bumkers, 20 fighting
holes and the following itemst
10 Jbs of rice 1 60mm mortar round —
1 82m wortar round :
The above items were destroyed.

12 Mgy 68, 4t YD 178655 at 0915H Company “L" diacovereé and searched a

bunker complex of 50 bunkers. The bunkers were 5'X6'X5' with 4 foot
thick roofs, also three (3) mortsr pits were found. The below listed

ordnance was discovered and destroyedl UN@MSSUHE@

Exlosure (1)
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- 198 82mm worts) rounds
35 Boxes of fuases
10 Chi Com grenades ,
The following weapons and equipment were captured:
Soviet Light Machine Gu.n 3 Drum Magazines

1
1

60nm mortar sight

86 60m morter rounds
750 rounds of AK-47 ammunition
4 RPG round, type 2

At 1500H at YD 169657 Company "I" found two (2) bunkers, 12, 8imm
rounds and 300 AK-47 rounds. The bunkers and ordnance were destroyed.
At 1900H while moving to an ambush site a Company "I" slement discovered.

’ nbrta.r

2.
1
1
1

"at YD 169659 fowr (4) bunkers containing the following;

RPG rounds 2 60mm mortsr rounds
AT Mine 1 Electric Megaphone
60mm mortar sight : 1 Box Composition B
60m mortsr base plate 1 7.62 Rifle w/bayonet

13 Mgy 68. At O730H at YD 175657 Compeny "L" found one (1) dead NVA

wvrapped in a ponchoe.
Between the howrs of 0630H

Te NVA body had been there sprrorimately 3-4 weeks. .
and 1300H Company "M" discovered a bunker

complex gt YD 160669 and a smaller complex at YD 159667 containing
thirty (30) fresh graves. The bunkers were searched and the following
equipment captured:

1
1.
115
95
13
350
6
12
250
230
7

21
58
12
350
12
12
1

9mm French SubMachine Gun
60mm mortar base plate w/bipod
30 Cal Chinese Cgrbine
60mn mortar rounds

82mn mortar rounds

60mm mortar fuses

rounds, 7.62nm linked (US)
Chi Com grenades

RPG-T rounds

rounds 7.62mm (Chi Com)
AK47 rounds

AK=-47 magazines

Migc. Radio Parts

IH-10 Mines

60mm mortar fuses

60mm mortar primers
rounds 30 Cals

batteries

82mm mortsr primers
battery storage box

!

L

At 1500 elements of Company "M" at YD 160669 and YD 159669 discovered -
bunker complexes and captured the following items of equipment snd
ordnances

11

4
1

35

DH.10 Mines
MH-46 Mines

AT Mine

Chi Com grenades

. o8
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- Assorted magazines
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Bangalare Tarpedos
Ibs TNT

N
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primers

Electric bla.sting caps
RPG-2 rounds

60mn mortar rounds

Drums of Machine Gun gmmo,
Ibs of rice

Typewriter

NVA Fleags

Smoke grenades

Red Flag w/gold hammer & sickle
rounds 5.56 ammunition
rounds 45 Cal gnmunition
RPG-2 Rocket Lawmchers

Light Machine Guns -
Heavy Machine Gun
AK-47

(MaT) Submachine Cuns
Sks (01d type)

‘Thompson Submachine guns

Browning Automatic rifles
Carbines (US) _
M=3"Submachine guns

Chi Com Burp Guns

SKS (new type)

thi Com Automatie rifles -

" 60mm mor tar tubes

M-1 -
M-14's (One w/grenade launcher)
M-16

Between the hours of 0500H and 12008 Company "I** elements continued
to uncover what was believed to be a portion of the perimeter security for
a Regimental size CP site and large enough in size to accomodate an

eet:lmated NVA Battalion,.

15

N

_Ammmumuaam

-

* Shape charge rifle grenades 3

RPG charges 150
72-10 Mines 240
Pint of oil 30
T.62 crimped cartridges 2
Gas masks 2
Tripod for 50 Cal. MG 2
Sholder Harness for 50 Cal. MG 1
82mm mortar fuses , 1
Picks 3
NVA helmets 3
Tripods for 50 Cal MG 5
Pecks 1
1bs of TNT 50

Cans, mortar increments

The below listed equipment was cgptured:
1

SKS rifles AK=4T"

AK-4T w/folding stock 1 50 Cal. mgchine gun
Light MG (RFD type 56) 1 M-16 4

82mm mortar rounds 19 TH-10 Mines

AT Mines _ 2 TM-46 AT Mines

Chi Com grenades . 41 60mm mortar rounds
‘rounds AK-47 ammo. 2 60mm mortar sights
RPG-2 rounds 2 RPG-T rounds

60um mortasr bipods 2 60mm mortar base plates
Blgsting caps, electric 1 Wrist watch

Drum magazines
communication wire

Ibs of rice

5.56 rounds (US)

rifle grensdes Attechments f/AK-47
60mn mortar cleaning rods
Recoil Pads

Galvometer

50 Cal. tool kit

Shovels

T&E sections for 50 Cgl. MG
Machettes

Bag assorted electrical gear

o ﬁm@mssmﬁi
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" 44 May 68. 4% 1100H at YD 160671 elements of Company ™" discovered
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s bunker which had been partially destroyed by a bomb. The bunker

 contained the following weapons and equipment:
1

3 30 Cal. Carbines (US) Light Machine Gun

9 Chi Com Automatic rifle 4 Chi Com Burp Guns

2 AE-47's 1 Thompson Submachine Gun
44 Drums for light machine gun 15 French submachine guns
62 Assorted magazines 1 DH=-10 Mine
300 rounds 7.62mm gmmo. »

15 May 68. At 0745H Company "I" clements while searching the area in
The vicinity of YD 182665 captured one (1) POW, (NV4).
At 0800H Company "I" elements at YD 184656 and YD 181664 discovered the

following weapons;

5 M-1 Rifles 4 Cparbines
1 Chi Com Submachine gun 1 Browning Automatic rifle
1 SKs : :

At 1030H at YD 159669 elements of Company '"M" discovered 15, 82m
mortar rounds.: The rounds were destroyed in plece.

At 1115H Company "I" elements found four (4) NVA bodies at YD 177671,

At 1230H gt YD 159669 Company "M" elements found an NVA mgp and niso.

pepers. .
16 May 68. No significant events.

17 May 68. At 0945H a Marine from Company "L gecidently shot himself in
the lower left leg while clesning his rifle. The Marine was Med BEvaced
and an investigation will be held, '

At 1320H Company "I" reported finding the below listed items at YD

1936981 )
1 Chi Com grenade 30 42mm mortar fuses .
1 Poncho 1 NVA belt

30 7.62, AK-47 rounds

At 1535 the Bravo Command Group snd Company "M" returned to A-3. The
positions of the other Companies and Commend Group Alpha were as follows:

Company ™" YD 176722

Company "I" YD 197717

Company "L" YD 201701

Battglion CP YD 197717

18 May 68, At 0430H the Battalion assumed operational control of the
A-3 Position.
At 0515H Company 'I" and the Alpha Commend Group returned to the A-3
Position. '
At OTO4H Company "L returned to the A-3 Position. :
' At 1030H OP Gold received 2 sniper rounds from a ridge north of the -
position, the OP Gold Position also received 10 rounds of 60mn mortar
fire. Te rounds impacted outside of the perimeter, the fire was received

30 :
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from an azimuth of 5200 mile st distence of epproximately 1200 meters.
Fo casualtiés were sustalned.- ' : ,

19 May 68, No significant events.

20 Mgy 68. No significant avents.

" 21 May 68. At 113CH at YD 207177 elements of Company "I" discovered two
(7Y TH-10 Mines. The mines were not emplsced for uses The mines were

destroyed in place,
At 1520H the A-3 Position received 8 rounds of estimated 105mm -

enemy artillery fire. A crater analysis disclosed the artillery was
fired from an azimuth of 6200 mils and from a distance of 9000 maters.- A
counter battery mission was fired, '

- At 1700H the Battalion Commander held a meeting of all Company
Commanders and section leaders.

22 Mgy 68. At 0630H Company wIrtg point element at YD 164704 sighted a
small grovp of NVA gpproximately 100 meters %o their fronte The enemy
was engaged by snipers. Movement was hegrd by Company "T" fl1ank element
the area was reconned by fire. A 8lam mortar nission was fired. Company
nIn'g point element was pinned down by small arms fire gnd Chi Coms. A
Company "I" element while reinforcing the point received incoming enemy
60mm mortar fire, :

At 0805H Company "1 departed the A-3 Position to reinforce Company
nIn, thile leaving the position the Company received 6 rounds of enemy
artillery, estimated as 85mm or 105um. A Med Evac was requested by
Coupany "L" for one emergency and five priorities. o

At 0810H Company “I" disengaged, the enemy counterattacked, At O82(H
gmships were requested. )

At 0831 g resupply was inbound to Company "I". At 0850H Company "I"
marked lines for gunships. Cunships were on station at 0850H.

At O900H Company "L" had two platoons at YD 169714 and one platoon
at YD 171710, ‘

At 0915H OP Silver received 4 sniper rounds, a 106 recoliless rifle
mission was fired with unknown results. : .

At 0930H the S=3 reported enemy srtillery at a azimuth of 5500 mils
from YD 1771,

At 09358 resupply helicopters received ground fire in the 1Z. Resupply
vas completed at 094CH. , o

At 0945H Company "I" reported the enemy unit was wearing cemouflaged
helmets and were believed to have withdrawn to the An Phu area at YD
150702. . An unknown station was received on the Battalion net using call
signs "Lima Regime Alpha" and Fighting Mad 2/6 Charlie", the Commmication
Officer planned to authenticete but the stgtion did not try to recontact
the Battslion. Tae 9th Marines Communications Officer was notified by
e ssage . o :

At 1125H Company "L sighted 9-10 NVA at YD 165705 and engeged with

s+ | UNCLASSIFIED | e
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smgll srms. Company "I" started to sweep area of contact. , '
At 1300H Compeny "I/ sweeping area at YD 162700 discovered one (1) ¥VA
KIA confirmed and ceptured one AR-47+ An 0 sighted a small growp of
NVA at YD 161697. Fixed wing aircraft received 50 caliber fire while
making strikes. ; ' ‘ .
At 1330H eléments of Company "L" made contact with a unknown size enemy
_ NVA wit at YD 163700 and engaged with small arms resulting in one (1) NVA,
KIA and one (1) AR-47 captureds. Artillery and sir strikes were utilized
during the contact. ‘
From 1313H to 1320H Company "™ received a heavy volume of aljusted :
artillery fire from YD 142806, An emorgency TPQ was requested and artillery
missions were called. o ‘
At 1400H elements of Company "L" overran two anti aircraft positions
- at YD 158702, The enemy withdrew with a anti aircraft weapon. Company
i "L cgptured smmunition for the AA weapon. One (1) AA position was empty.
i At 1520 Company "L" recelved incoming enemy artillery,
At 1625H the A-3 Position received 10 rounds of 105mm enemy artillery
from YD 156789 (azimuth 6100 mils, distance 7-8,000 meters).
At 1805H Company "L" received enemy artillery from the north.
At 1830H Company "L" was positioned at YD 158702, Company "I" was
at YD 156703, '
it 1835H Company "L" was Teceiving enemy mortar fire and small arms.
At 191CH the Alpha Command Group received enemy incoming artillery.
At 1940H Company "I" received approximately 80 rounds of enemy
grtillery fire, Coumpany "L" reported several NVA within grenade range.
4t 2020H g flare ship and dregon ship was requesteds
At 2035H IP3 reported movement 75 to 100 meters to their front,
.approximately 4 persons. :
By 230CH Companies "I'" and "L" had set in for the night and received
two minor light probes. Total enemy artillery and mortar fire received
. during the day was estimated at 350-400 rounds of artillery (105mm) and
100-150 rounds of 82mm and 60mn mortar« Total friendly casualitiee
for the day were as followsj
2 KlA's
33 WIA's Evees
16 wrats ( to be evacuabed at first light).
Enemy casualties:
8 KIi's confirmed (NVa)
4 Individual wegpons captured

23 May 68. At 0108H received 9th Marine Frag Order 28-68. ‘

4t 02350 Company "L" received an estimated 30 rounds of enemy artillery.
From 1100H to 1700H the 1st Platoon, Company "I" attacked gpproximately
two platoons of NVA dug in at YD 156695 after delivering heavy preparation
fires., Four NVA were observed and engaged. India One received heavry
automatic weapons fire and Chi Coms. India One was withdrawn, preparation
fires and air strikes were sgain delivered. India 3 reinforced India One
and resumed the attack employing LAAW's and small arms fire.

32
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At 14122 the Battelion Commander and Command Group departed A-3
to join Company "I" at YD 157703.
: At 1530H India One sggain withdrew and additional air etrikes a.nd )
. supporting fires were delivered. India One and Three attacked and the
enemy withdrew south at 17008, Bight KVA, KIA's confirmed were counted
3 NVA, POW's , one crew served wespon end 4 individual weapons were
. egptured. Company "TH sugtained 2 KIA's and 7 WIA's.

68, F‘rom 0800H to 11008 Company "I secured Hill # 28 and condueted
patrols 300~500 meters to the south and east. Company ™I" swept the area
of contact on 22 May 68 and discovered a bunker complex, the bunkers were
destroyed. There was a négative aightug of NVA unitse One NVA body vas
found and one (1) AK<47 captured.

At 1530H Company "I" commenced their return to A3,

At 1630H General Davis, CG 3d MarDiv arrived gt the A-5 Pogition.

At 1700H Compsny "I" while sweeping area at YD 171704 discovered
eight bunkers, s observation post located in a tree complete with plat-
form and ladder. The following smmunition was also discovereds

157 rounds 82mm mortar 42 rounds, 60mm mortar
The bunkers snd gmuunition were destroyed.

At 1755H Company "I" returned to the A-3 Position. Cumlative total

of enemy equipment captured during operations 22.24 May 68,

10 SKS's 3 AK-AT's _
1 12.Tum Heavy mechine gun 158 82mm mortar rounds
52 60mm mortar rounds 1600 rounds, 50 Cal. MG amnnition
Chi Com grenades 7 AK=47 Maogazines
960" rounds AK-47 enmo. 3 Packs
9 Intrenching Tools 3 Small picks
12’ Cartridge beltg’ > 7 e e COodKing poYE tevariec A3
S Compass T 1 Pair binoculars |
10" Gas Masks - o et gpd PoridRégnal =1r sirikes and
- 11 “Hgmmooks © =70 . (nal@Piret ald kit 1 g5l ih
26 ‘Metg kits s L7 50188 op BRpernol weme cuviiad
R E Paraahute v et ] 50 Ggly si@:tt RN WSy

* Assorted Redio Parts S 2 A bdttiery
2 Coils of communication wu'e 2 Ca.ses protein block?
20 feet detonating cord 1 7 umit ’
> Various documen*ts, diariea, pampl'e%s, personneI co:crespondbnce’ 2e
ahd m@s. S h ERSCAS ¥y TES
o ER - i : : 3 A voly wad
gi‘ﬁgx 68- At 01303 during aTPQ drop & bomb 1mpacted in the mine field,
no aasualities.» maneesd tnptrm sy v i Ya
A3 s ‘virbal warning oﬁder was redexved ’frém ‘l;he Gth Mirihes to
prepare ‘t6depart-the A=3 Positions W7 Clunaweret
€1 gt 14308 Compény ™"'M" deépar ted - A‘“i‘, Compw*ﬂlw aepa-téa AtTHARSHS -
"f‘-" ~ M 15308 the Babtalion Gommeriged ‘4 Nell Tift frem YD 185717,
:% At 164CH elémerits ‘¢f the Battallon ‘recéived 30 Bourds '6F enomy mortar
. fi:r:e :Prom Y.D 162803»”7'-}1n a.rtilIery ‘5368 vas fired wiﬂiﬂl‘z.?lem?vn results.
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The remaining lifts wer"un from the A-3 Position,

At 1530H Company "L", 3d Battalion, 9th Marinee arrived at A-3.

At 1645H the Battalion was OPCON to the 3d Marine Regiment,

AL 22004 OP Silver reported movement in front of their position, then
received tws (2) Chi Cem grenades and 5 to 7 rounds of smgll arms fire.
0P Silver returned fire with small arms.

. . At 19784 Company ™" made contact with an unknewn svize enemy unit

at YD 257658. The enemy returned fire with at least three (3) auto-
watic weapons, Company 'M" withdrew, the enemy was still helieved to be in
positien, Artillery missions were fired on the enemy position. The
Battglion will continue the attack at first light.

26 May 68. 4t 0845H a Marine from Company wpgv, 1/9 tripped a bochy trap.
X Med Evac was requested. » '

At 10158 g heli 1ift of Company nI" to the Battalion position was
completed. .

At 10453 Company "A", 1at Bn, 9th Marines was chepped from OPCON,

At 10581 the Battalion received sppreximately 42 rounds. of 105-130ma
enemy artillery fire. Counter battery missions were fired.

At 1100H the helicopter lift ef the 106mm Recoiless Rifle Platoon
was completed. The Battalion wes chopped to OPCON 9th Mgrines.

At 1140H Cempany "V while pursuing withdrawing enemy at YD 260656
captured the following wegpons:

1 57mm Recolless Rifle

1 SKS

1 RPD Light Machine Gun Type 56 ’

ot 1315H the Battalion received approximately 22 rounds of enemy
artillery fire, estimated as 105mm to 130mwm. Tire was received from a
azimath of 40 degrees. : E

From 14004 to 2100H Company “I" while noving to seize Obhjective "A"
encountered several NVA in the rice paddies on the northeastern approaches
to the Otjective arca. The majority of the NVA werc dead, five (5) RVaA-
were killed by small arms as they attempted to withdraw to Objective "4a",
Five NVA, PO{'s werc captured. 'As Coumpany 1" clogsed on Objective "AY
roslstance incroascd, fires in the support of the attack wsre poar to
nom existent as a result of a continous check firo. POW's captured
indicated that the NVA unit on Objective "A" was the remainder of the
Battalion engaged earlier. Company "I" was unable to penetrate the dunker
area en Objective "A" and was ordered to withdraw to YD 265653 and resume
the attack in the morning. ‘

At 17103 Company "L" consolidated Objective "G (YD 259671).

At 1815H Company "™I" while securing Objective '"B" made contact with
four (4) WVA and engaged with small arms, resulting in feur (4) NVA, KIAls
confirmed. . Heavy preparatien fires and fixed wing strikes were conducted
ob Objective "B". e T : ,

At 2000H Company "M" seized gnd conselidated Objective ¥B", During ‘the
attack thirty (30) ¥VA KIA's were found on the Mjective. Six (6) wWva
were killed by Company '"M" elements pursuing by fire as the enemy withdrew.
The W4, KIA's were abtributed to fixed wing, artillery preparation fires

* Bno? oﬁ) o
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and ground assgult fire, The objective was ,hflieved to heve been dofends
by not less them one (1} NVA Company. The fo

was captured.

57um Recoiless Rifle

SKS's

AK-47's

RPD Light MG's

7.62mm Teavy MG w/ tripsd

RPG-2 launchers

M-16 (7S recovered)

57nm Recoiless rifle rounds

RPG-2 rounds

RPG Fuses ‘

At 21305 Cempany "L" engaged three (3) NVA who were moving ecross the
perimeter with M-79's and small arms. The area will be segrched at first
light.

1
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27 May 58. At O600H Company "L" reported that a search of the grea of
1ast nights probe disclosed one (1) V4, KIA.

At O700E Company "M reported g further search of Objective wBY
(YD 249660) disclosed the following wespons and equipment :

1 AK-47 1 82mm mertar sight w/case

At 1200H Company "I" attacked and seized Ubjective wAt, light
resistance was encountered. The following weapons and equipment were

captured:
1 AK-47 1 Barrel for 7.62mm HMG
15 RPG-2 rounds 1 Handset
1 Jocessory pack & whip antenna (US, AN/PRC 25)
% lbs TNT 2 Pgcks
4 Gas masks 3 Rifle grenades
1 (Cbi Com grenade Mise. documents

At 123%0H Battalien elements made sporadic crntact with fleeing enemy
‘while sweeping srea of Objective i#1.
At 1250H Company "M" observed three (3) NVA in the open at YD 250654
and engaged with small arms resulting in three (3) ¥va, KIA's confirmed.
At 1500H Company "L" reported discevering one (1) NVA body at YD
260662. One NVA, KIA confirmed and the following equipment captured:

1 Cartridge belt

3 Chi Com grengdes

1 Helmet

At 1700H the Battalion a3sumed OPCON of Companies "B" and "D", 1st Bn,
9th Mgrines.

At 18¢0H Company "I" at YD 255654 discovered 1 RPG-2 rocket launcher.

At 2300H the positions of the Companies were as follows:

Cowpany "I* YD 253670 Company "DV YD 261657
. Company ™" YD 258665 CP YD 238647
Company "I YD 254645 Company "B" YD 260648
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28 Mgy 68, At 163(H Company "L" at YD 255652 sighted one (1) NVA gpprox-
imately 50 meters from friendly positions. The NVA was taken under fire
by emall arms resulting in one (1) NV4, KIA confirmed.

At 1400H at YD 245670 after heavy prepsration fires Company "L"
"attacked and encountered heavy resistance from a unknown size enemy
wnit fighting from & well prepsred position, tanks and gunships were
, used to break contsct. Contact "I' at YD 247673 broke contact at 1615%.
o At 2300H the positions of the companies were as fellows:
| Company "I" YD 254653 Company "F" YD 238647
‘ Cempany "M" YD 258666 Company "B"& "CP' ¥D 263659
H Company ™" YD 258665

o 2) May 68, At O0ASH Cempany "M" engaged with small arms and artillery
1 3 to 4 NVA moving in frent of the lines resulting in one (1) wva, POV,
At 0130H an estimiated group of twenty (20) FVA broke through Company
"Mty lines, Company "M" engaged with small arms. The company sustained
| two (2) KIA's and one RPD Machine Gun was captured. The area was searched
at first light and the following equipment was found;
2 Pgeks 1 AK-47 magazine
200 roundg, AK~47 ammo. Migc, 782 gear
&t 13258 Company "B, 1st Bn, Oth Marines discovered two (2) WV,
KIA's, One (1) AK-47, 4 Chi Com grenades, 4 AF-47 magazines, 1 gas mask
and one first aid kit.
At 1600H Company "D' 1st Bn, 9th Marines while sweeping through
the area of contact at YD 253662 captured the following equipment:

: 5 SKS's 2 AK-47's :
£ 3 12.75 Machine Guns 3 Mounts UG
2 Sights 1 {iarophone
1 Set earphones 1 97mm Recoiless Rifle round
50 Chi Com grenades 5 RPG-7 rounds

At 1645H a Company "™" S-2 scout sbserved an NVA hiding in the
brush., The sceut engaged the NVA with an intrenching tool. The NVA
threw a Chi Com and was killed by small arums.

#t 1655H Company "L elements discovered one (1) NV4, KI4 at YD
243699, the MVA was unarmed.

4t 2100H Company "D", 1/9 sighted 4 to 5 persons moving toward their
lines at a distance of 50-100 meters. Company "D" engaged with small arms
and M-79'g. Ten (10) NVA were sighted at 2135H. Surveillance was meintain-
ed of the grea with a starlight scope.

Company "L" YD 245674 Company "™M" YD 251669
Company "I" YD 250658 Company "D" 1/9 YD 253662
Company "B" 1/9 YD 248657 cP _ YD 261657

30 May 68. At 0200H Company "L" reported numerous sightings of NVA
trying to bregk thru the lines. The enemy were engaged with small ares.
* A search at first light revealed one (1) NVA, KIA,
~ Company "D, 1/9 at 0930H observed four (4) YA woving east toward
their lines at YD 256665. The NVA were engeged with small arms, A
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AK-27"s at YD 251660,

M 0830H Company "B", 1/9 captured
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" gearch st first light disclosed one ¥va, KIA confirmed,
At 0745H Company "By 1/9 ceptured three

(3) W3, PO7's and three '

gaven (7) POV's gt YD 248660,

At 1100H the Battalion assumed PCON & Cempany "K', 3/3.
At 15508 Company 'D", 1/9 was chepped from O"CON.
At 1600H Company "B, 1/9 was chopped from OPCON.
At 163CH a search of the battle erea (YD 253658 to 245672)

revealed 47 NVA KIA confirmed.

end small arms. A total of 18

The KIA's were a result of
priseners were captured on 30 May 1968,

air, artillery .

the prisoners were dazed, demoralized and exhausted, only light

resistance was encountered.

The following wespons and equipment were captured.

4 BPD Machine guns

8 SKS
1 75mm Recoiless rifle

2 82mm Merter base plates

7 AK=47s
2 12,7 Heavy Mechine guns
1 RPG-2 Rocket launcher

3 RFD Drums of smmunition

15 #K-47 Magazines w/ apmuition 600 Cals 50 rounds

2 Batteries
2 60mm Mortar rounds
1 82mn Mortar bipod
o Tripods (long legs) for
12,7 Machine gun
2 Tripods (short legs for
12,7 Machine Gun
32 Chi Com grenades
1 DH-10 Mine

3 Cans 82mm propellant charges

20 Shovels
Misc. NVA 782 gesr

T1 82mm ¥ortar rounds
4 Cans 82mm mortar fuzes
7 Cans propellant charges for
60mm mortar rounds
25 RPG--7 rounds
11 RPG-2 rounds
2% RPG propellant charges
2 75mm Recoiless rifle rounis
1 AT Mine .
17 Helmets
150 1bs Rice

st 1800H the Battalion was chopped from OPCON 9th Marines to the

3d Marines.

31 May 68. At 1010H Company "I elements at YD 242672 discovered the

following weagpons and equipment:
.1 12.7 Heavy Machine Gun w/mount

and shoulder harness
2 SKS

1 5Tmm Reééiiess =ifle round

2 Helmets

2 RPG- Rocket Lemnchers
2 AE-47s

4 682mm Mortar rounds

7 AK-AT Magazines

" U.S. Wespons recovered

1 M-16
4 M-60 Machine guns

1 M-14

At 1145H at YD 246668 Company “L" uncovered four (4) WVA bodies,

and the following ordnance:

2 75mm Recoiless rifle rounds

1 57mn Recoiless rifle round

37
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st 11420 the Battalion anmmed ODOAN of Mat Xa Thi (YD 282666)
and was establishing a combat operations bases The location of the
Companies were as follows: ,

v ) —

5 C.Ps YD 278663 Company "I" YD 261632
Company "K" YD 265648 Company “L" YD 282668
| Company M" YD 258658

s 1430H at YD 268657 Company "M" discovered 29 bunkers, the

bunkers were destroyed,
At 1845H Company "K" while firing en calls received six (6)

ghort rTounds, no casualties were sustained, a check fire was called

LSS
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__— | HEADAUARTERS

34 Battalion, 3d Marines
33 Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco Californig 96602

Copy__of __Coples
A3 Position, RVN

. 5 May 68

Battallon Operation Order 9~68 |

_Time Zone H

References: (a) Map 1:50,000 AMS Sheet 6442 IV, Series L 7014.
ég% 9th Marines msg 052200Z May 68.

9th Marines Frag Order 20-68 (Opsration Kentucky)
dtd 0505252 May 68,

Task Qrganization,

- 34 Battalion, 3d Marines 1t Col. J. V. MARSH

Company "M" (Rein) Capt. McADAM
Detachment , Biry "C", 1/12 (FO Team)

Detachment , B&S Company

Detachment, 81um Mortsr Platoon (FO Team)

Detachment y Medical Platoon

FAC/TACP Team -

Detachment, Headquarters Co., 9th Marines, (Sniper Team)
Detachment, 3rd MP Bn, (Dog Tean) o ‘

Interpreter, III MAF

Detechment, 3d Engineer Bn.

Company "K' (Rein) . Capte. FRARK
Detachment, Btry "C", 1/12 (FO Team) _

Dot achment, B&S Company
Detachment, 81m Mortar Platoon (FO Team)

.Detachment, Medical Platoon

Detachment, Commmications Platoon "\,
FAC/TACP Team

Detachment, 3d Engineer Bn.

Detachment, Headquarters Co., 9th Marines (Sniper Team)

Capt. MATTHEWNS

A3

’;L"' R in \ s
Detechment, Btry "C", 1/12 (FO Teem)
Detachment , H&S Company '
Detachment, 81mm Morter Platoon; (FO Team)

D o ‘W@mggﬂﬂ[&[ﬂ\

FAC/TACP Tesm

"
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Interpreter, III MAF
Detachment, 3d Engineer Bn,
Detachment, Headquarters Co., gth Harines (Sniper Team)

C@Eﬂ "It (Rein) Cabte LEARACK
Detachment, Btry "c", 1/12 (FO Teeam)

Detachment, H&S Co.

Detachment, 81mm Mortsr Platoon (FO 'lba,m)

Detachment, Medical Platoon

Detachment, Communications Platoon

PAC/TACP Team

Detachment, Heagdquarters Co,, 9th Marines (Sniper Team)
Detachment, 34 MP Bn., (Dog Team)

Kit Carson Scout

Interpreter, IIT MAF

Detachment, 3d Engineer Bn.

1. Situgtion,
as IEnemy Parces.

(1) See current fntelligence summsrys.

bs Yriendly Forces. 5
(1) The 9th Marines commencing at H-Hour on D=Day conducts
of fensive operations to locate and kill or capture enemy personnel, locate

and destroy enemy installations, capture enemy equipment and or suppliese.

(2) The 3d Battalion, 9th Marines moves to A=<3 1o uncover position
and conduct operations in sccordance with reference (e).
‘ "~ (3) The 18t Battalion, 9th Marines and the 1st Battalion, 4th
Marines will rasume normsl AO's except as amended by reference (b) and
-(c). and conduct screening operations west of the 17 grtid lines.

- (4) '™e 2nd RVE Battahon will conduct normal operations east

of the 20th grid line.

(5) Te 2nd Battalion, 12th Ha;rines will be i_n dlrect support and
deliver heavy preparation fires prior to D-Day.

Co ttachments and Detachments.
1) See task orga,nlzation.

1

2. Miggion.
a. Seize Regimentgl Objective "A" at YD 188698 ancl Battalion Objective
One” at YD 175698 on D-Day and be prepared to continue ‘the attack on orders

3. Execution.

a« Concept of Operations. ‘:
z S Commemlng at H-Hour seize Regimental Obj ective "A" with one

(1)* company (rein).
é?; At H+} hour seize Objective 1 with one (1) company (rein).

3) Upon seizure of Regimental Objective "A" :reinforce with one (1)
compamr (rein) and Battalion Command Group and establi.sh a two (2) company
defensive perimeters

(4 Upon seizure of Ba.ttalion Object:.ve 1 comsolidate a company

Bnolosure (1)
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1. defensive perimeter,

(5) Conduct ambush patrols at last light on D-Day and contimue the
i _ attack to seize Battalion Objective 2 at first light on D+1.
‘ (6) See annex "a" (Operation Overlay) :

bs Company "I" (Rein).

, (1) Commencing at B2k houre move to the attack position at

1 6] 198703, commence the attack at H~Hour to seize and consolidate Objective
"A", Be prepared to support or reinforce movement of Company "L" in trace.
Be prepared to defend the eastern sector of Objective "A" and establish

. ambushes in the vicinity of YD 1956698 agnd YD 192692, continue the attack

1 - on order (D+1) to seize Battalion Objective 2 in coordipation with Company
"Ln, See Annex "A" (Operation Overlay). ‘ |

c. Com "M" (Rein). ,

Commence movement at H=13 hours to en attack position at
YD 168713, attack at H-Hour to seize and consolidate Battalion Objective
g 1, on seizure conduct asgressive platoon.nstrols 500. meters to-the south
- covering the stream. Be prepared to furnish a night ambush patrol in
the vicinity of Hill #38 prior to last light on D-Day. Be prepared to
support by fire or reinforce the main attack on Objective 2 at first
light on D+1 and continue the attack on order to seize Battallon Object=~

é ive 5.

d. Company "L" (Relﬁ);

(1) At B~} hour on order follow in trace of Company "I on
assigned axis of advance to consolidate the western half of Regimental
Objective "A". Be mrepared to suppart or reinforce Company "I" in
seizure of Regimental Objective "A". Deploy an ambush pgtrold at last
light gt YD 183702 on D-Day, continue the attack on D+1 on northern axis
of advance to seize Battal:.on Objective 2 in coordination w1t.‘n Company
"Il"

i

e. Comj "K" (rein) Reservea

1) Be prepared to deploy from the C-2 Position as Reserve
Helicopter Borne Reaction Force. Monitor the Battalion tactical net
on a 24 hour basis remeining on a constant 15 minute alert. ‘FEnsure pre-.
parations are mede to depart C-2 on a permanent bgsis. Updatie the Heli-
copter wave and serial assignment tables based on availabilitiy of 2
CH~46's per wave. Ensure key billet holders, crew served weapons and
other critical equipment is spread losded. Select a secure losding zone
outside the wire gt the C=2 Pogition. :

L L T

E f. 106mm Recoiless Rifle Platoon. '

(1) Pnsure one T/0 Section with 22 rounds of HEP, 2 rou.nds AP,
are staged with 2 mechanical mules for lmmediste deployment on a i5 mimgte
glert. Organize heli-teams in accordance with Appendix 1 to Annex G,

MN@MSSHHE\D

a. | —
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'gs 81lmm Mortar Platoon, ) ,
‘ (1) Be prevared to initially support maneuver elements by fire.
Commencing on D+2 be prepared to deploy one 7/0 Section by helicopter
fromw A-3. Ammunition will include 80 HE rounds (heavy), 10 WP rounds
and 10 illumination rounds, Organize heli-teams in accordance with

" Appendix 1 of Annex C.

h. Coordinating Ingtructions.
2) H-Houwr O053%0H C

3) Tnsure machine guns are employed with the T&E mechanisms and
tripods to the maximum extent practical. '

(4) On setting in the priarity of work in defense will be as

follows:

b) Pogition in crew served weapons.
¢) Select and prepare defensive positions.
d) -Clesr fields of fire. ‘
¢) Lgy communicati%z wire. =
f% Man orew served wegpons continously.
FEmplace claymore mines, trip flares and other obstacles
as appropiate,
(h) Prepare slit trenches and trash pits.
553 Set the lines at 1730H.
6) Stand to alert 1830. At 1900H commence noise and light
discipline. _
(7) Reference Points.
| a) Cems 1764
b§ Girls Names 1566

a§ Post local security 150 meters from friendly lines.

g

¢) Coins 1868

d) Metgls 1673

(e) Soaps 1670
(eg Ensure air panels are carried.
(9) Perimeter machine guns will be fired only on order of the
Company Commanders. .

(10) Ensure lines of communications and resupply are not blocked

by defensive positions.

, (11) A1l forces required to be heli-lifted will be familiar with
the helicopter wave and serial assignment tables contained in Annex C
and will conduct g detailed map study of the LZ/LZ loc ations furnished
in Annex Ce. .

(12) Al1 rifle companies will prepsre helicopter wave and serial
assignment tebles based on availability of 2 CH-46's per wave, with a 1if
capability of 15 combat loaded troops per CH-46. a

4, Adminigtration and logistics.

a. Spot reports will be submitted as per occasion. Submit initial

42
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report with basic information as soon as possible, forward oomplate
information by follow on report.

b, An vup to date Med Wvec roster will be forwarded to the S-1 via
Battalion Administration on D-1. DNeletions as a result of rotgtion, R&R

- gnd casualties will be reported as soon as possible after the individual

leaves the field, The S-1 will provide the S-3 with effective field
strength at O700H each day. :

¢. Casualty reporting has been slow a.nd inaccurate, casualty reports .
will be provided to the S-1 not later than = 3 hour after the Med DIvae
is completed.

: d. Normal resupply recueste will be received by the S-4 by 2100H fcx'
the following day.

e. Under normal circumstances cagsualty evacuations will not be
attempted until the enemy force gt the point of .contect has been neu-
tralized.

f. Med Wvac will be requested only for the most severe cases when
a unit 1s engeged.

g. The following items will be staged on the LSA for other than
routine resupply requests.

(1) rflass 1
a 00 MCI
b) 10,000 salt tablets
¢) 100 bottles halizone tablets

(2) Claus 11
20 pair jungle boots (assorted sizes).
40 pair jungle utility trousers (small R).
(c) 40 pair jungle utility coats (small R),
Emergency medical supplies for 20 casualities.
a 24 bottles ringers lactate.
%ei 30 intra cathers
f) 24 small bgttle dressings
(g) " 12 medium battle dressings .
(h% 1 box 3 inch ece wraps.
(i) 2 grm splints.
(3) 1 box 4 inch ace wrapss
_kg 1 box 2 inch rolls gauze.

1) 2 thomas splints.

m) 12 portable stretcher
n) 28 cotter sets.

0) 2 AN/PRC 41 Batteries

p) 2 AN/PRC-25 Radios

(3) 'C:-'?-—SSQF;—Ig&llOn cans gasoline | UN@MSS“ERE@ J

43 . A
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100 5 foot fence posts
1 sleeve of concertina (24 rolls)
(e) 1000 sand bags

(5) Clags V, , :
10'(“) rounds 7.62 linked
200 rounds 60mm mortar HE
25,200 rounds 5.56um
4 = 3.5 WP rocket rounds : o
15 Lasw's , S
422 rounds, M-79 : )
300 grenades, M-26/M-33
20 rounds, 106mm HEP
2 rounds, t06mm AP
100 rounds, 81mm mortsr, HE heavy
10 rounds, 81mm mortar, illumination
10 rounds, 81mm mortar, WP '
4 demolition kits, complete
100 feet, time fuse
%0 blasting caps, non-electric
8 = E-8 Gags Launchers
10 trip flares
r) 30 grenedes, hand, smoke yellow
8) 2 flame thrower units, complete

]

g NI M N N N N i T

L' OB B HKEIR HO MO O |

h. The following equipment will be carried by the individual as
applicable: :
(1) 21 rounds, 45 Cal.
2) 260 rounds, 5.56mm
3) 4, M=26 hand grenades
4) 1 CS grenade
5) 1 WP grenade
6) 50 M-=79 rounds per grenadier
7) 24 salt tablets '
8) 1 bottle halizone :
9) 3 filled canteens ) - ‘
10; shaving gear
11) 1 bottle mosquito repellent
12) 2 Malaria tablets
E13 2 pair socks ;
14) 1 can foot powder ‘
(15) mosquito headnet
%16; 1 poncho

- - [wEAssE |
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§1a) long sleeve shirt
19) 3 &I

Eech unit (appropriate level) will carry the following items

in the quantities indicated below:

-1

(1) Class IIL. .

2 Ta-1s per compsny headquarters.

1 T41 per platoon headquarters.

1 TA-312 per company heasdquarters. ' _
200 mcters communication wire per Pli. headquarters.
400 meters commmnication wire per Co. headquarters

800 meters communication wire per Bn. headquerters.

1 Air Panel per fire team C -

1 starlight scope, mounted and ¢arried on M-16 per Plt..

) 12 nylon stretchers per Cotmpanye , '

R MO A T

(2) Class IV,
a) 1 file per platoon
b) 1 machete per squad
¢) 1 grgpling hook per company.

(3) Clags Va '

9 clgymore mines per company

1200 rounds, 1inked, 7062 pdr M—60.

150 rounds, 60mm mortar per companye

1 E-8 gas launcher per platoone.

1 trip flare per fire tean.

6 grenades, hand, smoke, yellow per TACP.

6 grenades, hand, smke yellow per vdupsany hesdquarters
4 grenades, hend, smke yellow per platoon hegdquartera.
2 grenades, hand smoke, yellow per sguad.

2 esch, 1llumination grena.de/GSC/RSC?WSP par Plt.

n mHo o T
L N Bt

b e

Company and Battalion Headquarters.
k) 20 pounds, C-4 per platoon.
1) 50 feet, time fuse per platoon.
ém 15 blasting caps, non-electric per platoon.
n) 72 LAAW's, 1-3.5 rocket launcher, 4-3.5 WP rounds per
Company. .

" 5. Commgnd gnd Communications,

Commgnd Group Alpha.

Commanding Officer w/Redio Opergtor
S-3 w/ Radio Operator

2-4 w/ Radio Operator

éEg w/ 2 Radio Opergtors ‘ MN@‘]&ASS“HE@
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81mm Mortar Platoon Commagnder w/ Radio Operator
‘ Communications Officer
il Sergeant Majar
' 2 Journal Clerks
Regimental Tac #! Radio Operator
Regimental Tec #2 Radio Operator
Battalion Tac #1 Radio Operator
Battglion Tac # Redio Operator
One Corpsman
One utility Redio Operatar

b. Command Group Bravos
Executive Officer
S-3 Alphg
S=2 Chief
S-1
5-4
Chaplin
HST Team
Armorer
Battalion Surgeon
Battglion Tac #1 Radio Operator,
Battalion Tac #2 Radio Operator
Regimental Tac #1 Radio Opergtar

Ty

¢. Both Command Groups will initially move with Company "L" on

de Signals. '
2‘15 Commence and Cease FFF,

(a) Company "I", Red Star Cluster,
(b) Compsny "L", White Star Cluster,
(¢) Company "M', Green Star Cluster.
(2) Yellow Smoke ~ Mark friendly lines and/or 17,
?3) Red Star Cluster - Enemy contact,
43 Red Smoke -~ Enemy Position.
5

Buphasis use of Med Evac frequency (45.7) once Med Evacshas been
summoned on TACP Net,

WP - Enemy Pogition,

ANNEX®S:

‘ 4. Operation Overlay
B. Intelligence (not included). L
C. Heli-Borne Assult Plan (not included) 4
D. Fire Support Overlay (not included). |

RoFo FHDLH JR. Ja W MARSH "\.‘

Mgjor, U.S. Marine COI'pB Lieutenant Colonel Y
S-3 _ Commanding : ‘\,\
46 '
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Map: Viotnam 1:50,000, AMS Sheet 6442 IV A —T—‘ 13

.
:
5
’
F

OFFICTAL: J. W. MARSH
Iieutenant Colonel
US Marine Corps
R. F. FINDLAY JR. Commanding
Major, US Marine Corps
. 5=3
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L. 4 A HEADQUARTERS
' 34 Battglion, 34 Marines
3@ Marine Division (Rein) FMF

FPO San Francisco, Californias 96602

JWM/BDA
25 May 68

Prom: Commgnding Officer, 3d Battalion, 34 Marines
To: Comianding Generaly 3d Marine Division.

_Vig: Commgnding Officer, 9th Marine Regiment

Sub): Coubat Operations After Action Report

Ref: ga.) 9th Marines Frag Order 20-68 (Operation Kentucky).
b) 3d Battalion, 3d Marines, Frag Order 9-68.

 mncl: (1) 34 Battalion Operation Order 9-68. (excluded)

1. Code name not assigned (Operation Kentucky).

2. Dates of Operation.  0530H 6 May 68 to 0430H 18 May 68.

3, Location. Quang Tri Province, Gio Linh Subgector, Area. bounded by
GL upper left GL 1572, upper right GL 2272, lower ieft GL 1564 and lower
right GL 2264,

4. Task Organization.

34 Battalion, 3d Marines -

1 Helicopter Suppart Team, Company C, 3d Shore Party Bat'talion.
1 Scout Dog Team, H&S Company, 3d MP Battalion.

4 FO Teams, Battery C, 1st Battalion, 12th Marines.

1 Interpreter, III MAF

Detachment - Engineers, Company C, 3d Tngineer Battalion.

2 Scout Sniper Teams, H&S Company, 9th Marines.

5. Supporting Forces.

a. Air Support,
. 1., Pixed wing combat aircraft were used in two dif-ferent roles
during the operation. .

a. Direct Air Support. Support conducted durirmg the gécond
day of the operation which was not close to friendly troops. This typ@
of support was directed by an A0 against targets of opportunity in gregs
where friendly troops were eventually .to sweep through.

b. Close Air Support., This type of support was' primarily
used during the rest of the operation. It was primarily A0 controlled

|
!
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with AIO/FAC Tea.m providmg some adjustuent upon oecasion vhich was re-

layed through the 0. Ordnance was dropped within such close proximity
. to friendly troops that careful control of the fixed wing aircreft was
: vrtal to prevent injuries to friendly forcea.

¢. The main problem encountered in the use of fixed wing
au-cra.ft was the reaction time required in getting airoraft on station.
In most cases, from 45 minutes to an hour were required before fixed wing
were on station. This is too long a time when a unit is on the move as
it denies that wnit some of its flexabllity by causing it to hold up and
wait for fixed wing to be run, '

2. Helicopters.

a. All resupply was condmted by helicopters duwring the
operation. One flight of helicopter gunships was used during the operation.

3, Combgt Air Support Missions.

6 May 68: Negative Air Support

7 May 68t
Heliborne 212 controlled by Catliller 10 at YD 205648. BDA,
25 meters of trench line destroyed. Two structures dewstroyed.

Iovebug 317 controlled by Catkiller 40 at ¥D 197648, BDA, 2
fighting holes destroyed. Two AW positions destroyed.

: ¢ Lovebug 319 controlled: by:Catkiller- 10‘at YD 197&48. BBA, 5
f:lght:.ng holes destroyed. One secondary exploslon.-w ST e :

Hellborne 522 controllédfby‘ Fingerprlnt 51 at YD 207643. BDA,
1 AW pos:.tlon destroyed, One AW poa:.tion dgmaged.

SR Hellborne 557 controlled by Ce.tkiller 10 a't !D 213643. B:DA, 1
strmture, 2 fightmg holes destroyed.= One Secondar“y aexplosion. RREE

. ‘Hollborne- 558 controlled by Catid.ller 10 ast: m 209653. mm,
2 structures and two flighting. holes destroyed.

Hellborne 561 controlled by Catkiller 10 a-t YD 197648. BDA,
one Aw posltion damaged. Two fighti:;g holes d’es_troyegi..

e e, Ve,

8 ng 5§ H T Sa g Lt Ay
' Hellborne 505 control]ed by f‘atklller 17 a- t YD 1866. BD4,
negative.- AU o TEs

Ring neck 509 controlled by Catkiller 15 aﬂt YD 1866. BDA,
one killed by a.u‘. . .

49
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Tide 03 controlled by Catkiller 46 gt YD 1765. DDA, 2.
bunkers and 3 fighting holes destroyed.

Hellborne 235 vontrallad by Catkiller 45 at YD 175655. BDA,
ome bunker destroyed. ‘

Yellbocrne 506 controlled by Catkiller 17 at YD 1866, BDa,
Regative. ‘
Aellborne 567 controlled by Southern Oscer at YD 1866. BDA,
negative,

9 Mgy 68: . -
Seawor thy 4-1 and 4-2 controlled by Catkiller 15 at YD 1764.
BDA, negative.

Hellborne 543 controlled by Cetkiller i5 at YD 16A4. BDA,
one killed by air.

10-11 May 68: Megative Air Support.

12 May 68:

Ringneck 511 controlled by Catldller 44 at D 1566, BDA,
2 bunkers damsged and 4 fighting holes destroyed.

Lovebug 208 controlled by Catkiller 10 at YD 174668. 3BDA,
2 bunkers destroyed and one gecondary explosion and fire.

1318 May 68: Nogative Afr Support.

b. srtillery 3Support, During this operation much emphasis was Placed
on saturstion vreparation fires, However, many of the missions were
adjusted, hoth prevaration fires and taxgets of opportunity.

6 May 68.

(1) Preperation fires were used extensively utilizing the fire
support plan which was part of the 9th Marines Frag Order 2068,

(2) This ma'sive saturation preparation fire covering grids 1569,
1659, 1769, 1859, 1568, 1668, 1778 and 1868 was fired by our direct -
gupport batteries of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines, general support
batteries of the 4th Battalion, 12th Marines, Army batteries of the 1st
Battalion, *40th srtillery and “hiskey batteries of the 1st and 2nd Batt-
alions of the 12th Marines. Total expenditure of rounds on this particuler
prepsration fire was over 1270 rounds.

(3) Throughout the day, targets of opportunity were fired by . _

0

direct support batteries. ‘ U]N@MSSHH

. ]
&N Encloswre (1)
DECLASSIFIED

-



DECLASSIFIED

(4) Night defensive fires were adjusted in by the direct suppory
batteries.

7 May 68,

(1) Mjusted preparation fires were utilized in support of ground
movements. Supressive pre‘paration Jires handled by general support also
rere used,

(2) Direct support ‘batteries fired on 10 and 15 NVA respectively
at YD 186689 and YD 185681. Batteries "E" and '"F", 2nd Battalion, 12th
Marines responded with timely and sccurate fire. Coverge of the target
areas was excellent.

(3) Night defensive fires were fired in by the Direct Support
Batteries.

8 668,

(1) Suppressive fires were heavily utilized to facilitate a
change of patrel bases., In addition to thc suppressive fires, adjusted
preparation fires werc used coxtensively.

(2) Battery '"F", 2nd Battalinn, 12th Marines fired on 12 NV4
in the open at YD 188665 with unknown results. later heavy contact was
made at YD 171661 with Battery "3", 2ad Battalion, 12th Marines as the -
firing Battery. Larcz numbers of rounds werce expended with excellent
effact on the targets.e “hile moving in this arca the Battalion took
between 250-300 encmy rounds of artillory and mortars. Countor bdbattery
fired by general support was not eff-ctive. A cnomy mortar at YD 180657
was fircd on by Battery "F", 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines with unknown
results. The dircet support Battalion, 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines was used
to noutralizo cncmy contact at YD 184656.

(3) Night defensive fires were shot by direct support Battalion
which were used throughout tho night to suppress cnémy movement. A search
the next morning discloscd no NVA bodics.

9 May 68,

(1) Again, a massivec preparation firc was user’ to saturate grids
YD 1665, 1765, 1666, =nd 1766 in prcparation for movement.

(2) Battery"E%, 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines fired on 17°-15 NVA in
the spen at YD 177641. Another group of 40 NVA were spotted at YD 179545
and consequently this mission was given to the 30, Coordingtion between
the A0 and artillery could have been better at this time.

(?) A TOT was fired on YD 160640 using the direct support Batt-
alion., They fired a battalion 2 (2 rounds) with one Tepeat, target cever-
age vwas excellent.

(4) Wight defensive fires were utilized and adjusted by the direct

support battalion. .
UNCLASSIFIED
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10 ] 68,

(1) Adjusted preparation fires were utilized in swport of. amal]er
units working out of the patrel base.

(2) Targets of opportunity included bumnkers, living quarters and
sugpected enemy positions. The Direct Support Battalion handled the fire
missions on these targets. '

3) H&I fires submitted from this »osition.

4) VYight defensive fires were retained from the previous night.
Probings at YD 180645 %y 5-10 NVA were repulsed by firing several of owr
night defensive fires.

11 ME;X 69.

(1) Preparation fires consisted mainly of adjusted preparatory
fires end targets of opportunity. Five (5) NVA were sighted at YD 161648,
They were fired upon with unknown results.

(2) The same night defensive fires were retained from the pres
vious night.

12 68.

(1) Fow targets of owncrtunity were fired this day.

(2) VNight defensive fires were adjusted using Batteries "nv,
"E" and "F" of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines and Battery "C", 1st Batt-
alion, 40th Artillery, US4,

(3) Targets of opportunity included bunkers, known enemy posu:ions
and suspected assembly ercas. IlLater, night defensive fires werc used to
neutralize enemy probings.

(1) “orking out of their latest patrol base, all FO's utilizod
adjusted preparation fircs and targets of opportunity during their day-
tim~ getivities. The direct support batteries plus batteries frem
general support continued to pound known cncmy positiens, bunkers, and
asscmbly arcas. There was an orcellent covergge of tergets on all missions.

(2) Night defensive fires were retained from the previeus night.

14 May 68.

(1) Preparation fires and suppression fires were used te shield
friendly units as they continued to search the area and destroy bunkers.
(2) Tight defensive fires were retained from the previeus night.

15 May 68,

(1) 4 45 minute saturation preparation fire by both direct sup-
port and general support batteries was known to have destroyed 4 bunkers. .

52 Enclt‘)mn'e )
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Other adjusted preparation fires used in support of daytime activities

came from general sup Due to the opération begi to our west,
direct support was no lgble and consequently we T d many
geperal support batteries that are glower to respond. & t defensive

fires were retained from the previous night and H&I fires were submitted.

16 May 68.

(1) Saturation preparation fires were fired in sdvance of units
moving eut of the patrol base. Blocking fires were fired by the last
elements leaving the night positione.

(2) - Vight defensive fires were adjusted and H&T fires were sub-
nitted.

47 May 68,

(1) Two saturation preperation fires of 30 and 60 minutes dur-
gtion preceded the movement ot of the patrol base. There was an ex~
cellent coverage of target on both preparation fires from direct and
general support.

(2) nirect support batteries improved their resction time on
targets of opportunity.

(3) Night defensive fires were adjusted for the remaining
companies that night.

18 68,

(1) 1In order to accomplish a stealthful move back to the A~3 ‘
Position wnder the cover of darkness no scheduled or adjusted missions ‘
were called, Throughout the operation this command was extremely saths-
fied with the overall artillery support. With the exception as noted above
artillery did a fine job in supporting the battalion. There were times '
when they could have been faster, but the velume of fire was impressive.
The mgssive preparation fire of 6 May 68 in which 1200 rounds were expended
was indicative of the volum of firc we -eccived. Throughout the operation
more than 16,000 rounds were expended. .

(2) Units providing gupport.

705 MM - Battery '"D", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
Battery "E", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
Battory "F", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
Battery "M, 3rd Bn, 12th Marines
Battory "A", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
Battery "B", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
¢ Battery "C", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
4.2 MM -
Battery "7, 1st Bn, 12th Marines
Battery "W", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines
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1571 ery "K", 4th Bn, 12th Marih*
ellecy LM, 4th Bn, 12th Marine
Battery "Mv, 4th Bn, 12th Marines .

6. In%cllicence., Prior- to the gtart of the operation, intelligence re-
ports indicated large enemy units In Iegtherneck Square. The order of
battle showed the 52nd Regiment, 320th Division to be operating in the
southern portion of Iegtherneck Square along with the 64th Regiment, 320th
Division and elements of the 27th Independent Battalion. Yeavy contects
by other Marines end ARVY units in the southern part of Ieagtherneck Square
verified the presence of large enemy units. The enemy was supported by
artillery and chose to stay and fight from well dug in positions. During

" the cperation there were light contacte and a heavy contact was gained

on 8 Mgy 68 with sn estimated NVA Company. Although no larger e¢lements

ware encountered, the bunker complexes, number of weapons cepiured, enemy

equipment and supplies found confirmed the presence of large uwnits operating

in the area. One of the enemy groups encountered gt YD 1<2671 was a

security element guarding a large base camp. The unit was _supported by

artillery and adjusted epproximately 500 rounds on our attacking forces.
Two prisoners of war stated they were from the 3rd Co., 927th Bn,

34th Regt. of the Ba Vi River Division and the 2nd Co, 37th Bn, of the

Bach Dang Tivision respoctively. o

The terrain botwesn the 71 and 66 grid lines in Icathernsck Square are
characterized by extremely heavy vegctation ofiering excellent conceal-
ment. from air and ground obscrvation. Cross country wevement is limited
to saveral intersecting trails broken by infrequent streams and lowland
-mgrsh. The heavily vegctated draws and gradual slopes offer little
ventilgtion or r-lief from hcate The rate of wmovement through these
aregs during the summer months will .averege between 200-300 meters per
hour. Grids 1778, 1769, 1870 and 1869 offer the greatest restriction to
movement. The east-west streams are reedily: forded by feot troops with
the exception of the stream betuveen Truc Son and Route #1.

.~ NVA forces could easily operate in:this area in streng'ths up to and
including Mivision .level without detection from air. - Widence points to
the fact that NV4 elements in this grea favor the heevily wooded draws
located in close to fresh water and routés of night ingress and egress.
The positions were not estgblished for ¢coordingted, mutually supporting,
defensive positions but spread out over a large area. The enemy positions
were congtructed as living bunkers as opposed to fighting holes offer-
ing good observation gnd fields of fire., Fighting holes and trenchlines
are located on higher ground in position to command the approashes :into
the harbor sites. Idving bunkers far outnumbasr the fighting'holes. .Con-
struction and staging of supplics and arms was deliberate &nd sppeers -
to hgve been accomplished over th: past 2 months. A basic sketch of the
orgaenizetion of one of the complexes is anclosed. ' - -

North-South infiltrstion appéars to have beon conducted via the follow~
route: },’D's 145725, 143708, 187695, 162683, 173672, 180662 and 159669. An
cstimated FVA Regiment was assombled in an claborate complex of '

sl s o
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" gmall pockets iﬁ the vicinity of the following coordinatess YD 174664,
YD 177571, 172654, 179655, 175663 and 183663,

Terrain.

River Crossings; .

YD 169712 Water knee high, good water point year round.
YD 173696 “Iater knee high, good water point.

YD 172671 WYater point would dry up in hot weather,

D 157659 Good water point year arsund.

YD 191702 Vater Point

YD 172670 Stream, water point.

YD 188707 Good water point,

YD 03667 Good water point year around.

YD 198663 Good water point, stream good ruaning water.

Vagetation.

YD 1871 High vegetation, scrub brush, fast moving deployable area.

YD 1970, YD 1971 Vegetation moderately thick, does not hamper move-
ment, goes into flat ares with hedgerows. After cressing river at YD
191702 brush becomes very thicke Paddy areas.

YD 1968 Slightly thick, there are paddy ereas and fields >f elephant
&rass.

YD 1879 TFields of elephant grass. At YD 185695 it gets thicker with a
6 to 15 foot canopy. ‘ .

YD 1668 Partly clear with occasional hedgerows, towar? bottom of grid it
gets thicker. Tall grass and sparse groups of trees.

YD 1464 Brush, knee to wsist high, easy movement, gets thicker near
bottom of grid, hard navigagtion.

YD 1760 Good movement, mostly clear area with little trush, “eavier brush
toward southeast corner of grid.

YD 1657 1light and wmoderately thick foliage covers most of high ground.
YD 1764 Terrain is moderately thick with many small slopes, western
vart of grid has some thick brush,

YD 1766 Terrain is slightly thick, many trails, movement is good.

YD 1765 Moderately thick, hilly, low brush, many good ambush sites, good
water points, large drew.

YD 1866 Hilly, moderate brush, small paddy arca in middle of draw.

YD 2066, 2165 Tasy movement, flat area, light brush in most of area.

YD 1769 Thick, lots of underbrush and claphant grass.

T Hiss:’mn.
a. At A-Your, D=Nay attack and scize Regimental Objective "a",
b. Continue Attack on order to seize Ragimentsl Objectives "D" and

e, _
¢. Deliberately destroy all installations in zone of attion,

% Fnélosm‘e (1)
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8. Congept of Operation.

a. Commencing at H-Hour soize Rogimental Objective ¥4" with one (1)
reinforced eompany.
" b, At H 4+ & hour scize Rettaliwn Thisovive #1 with ono (1) roin-
forcod company. T )
. c. Upon seizure of Regimentel Objectivo "A" reinforoe with one (1)
company (rein) and Battalion Command Group and cstablish a two (2)
company defensgive perimeter,
d. Upon seizurc of Battalion Objective #1 consolidate a company
defensive perimcter.
e. Conduct gmbugh matrols at last light on D-Day and continue the
attack to seize Battalion Objective #2 at first light on D-Day + 1.

9. Executien,

a. Change ‘41 (9th Marines msg 05220CH May 68) to 9th Marines Freg
Ordor 20-68 was received directing the 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines to se-
cure Objectives "A" and "D" in the zonc of action formerly assigned to
the 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 1st Air Cavalry Division. As the Battalion
swapt the zone south from A-3 to the northern ridges of the Cam Lo Valley
other Marine units from A-4, C-2, C-2B and C-3 were to furnish scroening
and blocking activities to the west along Route # 561, Companies "IM,

LY and "M" were briefod gnd otherwisce prepared for departure from A-3
et H-Hour established at 0530H on 6 May 68.
On D=Day Regimcntal Objective "A" (YD 187699 and Bgttalion Objoctive

- #1 (YD 173698) werc secured by Companies "I" and "M" respectively by

1200H at which time Company "L" preceeded around Compeny "I"'s western
flank onroute to Battalion Objective #2 at (YD 177687). By 1400H cxtrome
heat and thick vegetation had passcd a serious deterent to continue
‘movoment. Yhile pushing through heavy brush in the vicinity of YD 182695
enroute to Objective #2, the lead ecloments of Company "I encountered
twe (2) NVA sleoping near a scrics of living bunkera.

The NVA were engaged as they attempted to withdraw from the evea
and killed by small arms. Siwultancously Compeny "I" elements were en- -
gaged from several concealed positions and wore forced to withdraw behind
a screen of CS gas layed down by an E~8 launcher., Sovoral heat casualties
wore incurred as a result of the extreme temperature counled with a Co
requirement to don gas masks to counteract the effects of the CS Gas.
Cempany "I" was dirccted to hold up and consolidatec a night position in
the vicinity of YD 184699 whilec Company "L" continued on to seize Object=-
ive #2 without incident prior to last light,

Cowpany "M" remained in position at Objective- #1.ns planned on the
night of D-Day. Company "M" rcceived heavy probas on the lines betwecen .
062200H and 070400H., ‘hemy clements were engeged on three (3) occasions.
A search of the arca conducted by Company ™" at first light reveagled one
(1) pricencr of war capturoed while aslecp not more than 100 metors from
a Company '"M" Iistoning Post. "hile scarching the arca of tho probeg a

UNCLASSIFIED
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-~ socond NVA was obgorved moving rapidly away from the position and was
 killed by small grms. Two (2) individual weapons were capturod along
“with severel items of NVA gear snd Company "M" proceeded Objectlve
#2 gs planned without incident.
_ Company "I' was directed to establish e bloclcmg position in the
vicinity of YD 188686 to cover the movement of Company "L" to Objective
#2, ‘Unhile moving to the assigned position gt O070830H the 2nd Plgtoon of
Company "L" made contact with an estimated squad of NVA at YD 179687, The
enemy withdrew repidly as the Battalion employed close air support and
artiliery in support of the engaged platoon, At 0930H the NVA were once :
ggain encountered by the 2nd Plgtoon of Company "L" gpproximately 200 meters
east of the first contact. The enemy withdrew immediately upon contapt.
Two (2) friendly WIA (med evacs) were sustained and no enemy KiA's vere
confirmed. -
At 1310H on the afternoon of D+1 Company "I" while closing on Objeot-
ive #2 was heavily engeged by a squad size element of NVA at YD 182692,
The point elements returned g heavy volume of fire on the enemy position.
The enemy withdrew and Company "L" employed artillery and air strikes to
cover the evacuation of casualties, prenare Objective # and Regimental
Objective D for continuation of the attack. Fnemy artillery fire con-
_tinued to hammer the Battalion elements on Objective #4 along with 60mm
and - 82mn nortears. Counter—battery measures gppeared to be ineffective,

'Summary of Battalion Freg Ordex 9b-=68

Compenles MIU end '"M" were directed to continue the attack on Object=
ive #5 and M at 1650H, with Company "I' moving on the right flank in the
vicinity of Company "I previous ongasgement and Company "M" moving on the
left flank up the draw at YD 174A70. )

" As the Companies assumed atteck formations and moved southeast on the
forward slopes of Hill #36, ensmy artillery fires increased in intensity

- inflicting heavy casualties on Compeny "I", Company "M" continued the
attack on the left flank with lesser resistance, Company "I" was shifted
to the left flank to move in trace of Company "M" in order to avoid what
appeared to be registered enemy defensive fires blocking the avenue of
approach betwcen YD 173F70 and YD 172662, As Company "M" pushed forward
resistance increased on the left flank, mortars, artillery and small
arms fire were encountered with increasing intensity., Company "M"
continued to atteck toward defensible ground in the vicinity of YD 177668,
The. ground was defended by epproximstoly 65 NVA, Company "M" quickly

" formed for tho assult and the enemy were physicelly routed from the area
and withdrew toward Objective '"D", Continous grtillery and air strikes
were cglled on the withdrawing encmy as Companies "I" and '"M" consolidatod
a two (2) company night defensive position. Just prior to last light air

. strikes were called within 100 meters of the friendly linecs. Company

.. WI" gnd the Bravo Command Group remained on Objective #4 on the night

of D+2, and were subjected to enemy mortsrs and artillery until dark.

Although it was not possiblo to accurately estimate enomy mortar rounds
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and grtillery roceived, {t was generally sgreed that in excess of500

artillory rourds and spproximately. the same. nugber of mortars were
delivered on friendly units by the NVA. TFriendly losses ‘included 9 KId's
and 34 WIA'a throughout. the day. ®emy casialties were not yet doter- -
wifed at"last light. ~ ~ T 0 0 L 0L B

Smmery of Frog Ordor 9068,

- Company "L" was directed to proceed at first Tight to Regimental
Objective "F" at YD 162643 with the Battslion Brgvo Command Group,
Compsny "M was directed to sweep the area of contect ‘and seize legimental -
Objective "D" with Company "I" following in trace commencing at 0530H on
D + 3. Upon scizure of Objective D" both companies were to close on
Regimental ObjJective 'F" with Company "L" prior to last light on D + 3.

" Company '"M" while swecping the area of the D + 2 contact discovered
cleven (11) NVA KIA's and several individual and crew served wegpons as
well as the most elaborately prepared positions yet encountered by the
Battalion during Operation Kentucky. It was apparent that at least a .
Battalion size unit hed opposed the movement of the Battalion on D42,
Mter completing the search of the area Companies "I" and "M" closed on
" and consolidated Regimental Objective WP, Company "L" while closing
on Objective "F" discovered an NVA ambush (squad size) apperently oriented
to engege Coupanies "I" and "™" gpproaching from the east, Company nge
immediately deployed and brought the NVA under fire, ‘causing the NVA

to withdrew while sustaining twvo (2) Nv4 Kia's (confirmed).’ In that
Regimental Objective "F" was not located on defensible terrain a Battallon
$IBLlon wag established at YD 173645. .

Mach difficulty wes experienced in consolidating the Battalion Posit-

doh -and condacting reeupply s saresiltc of thesvy ighting mesrdf At5YD
A78645;  taldng planke tetuween.cthe i gt Battalion; -26th Murinen: ant-a well
‘entrenched Nk fortes . Srall erus: éidmachine: gun Civn f rou LS donfadt
mefl 6 the forward slopes of: they Battalion pouition: unlenghle ;,@ts};%,dzortly
afore: lagt: Tightii. . B o

" Search and destroy operations conducted on D+4 and D+5 confirmed
‘sgriier indications of exténsive enemy harbor sites and suppLy caches

to the immedigte north of Objective "F". It was in this conniection that
Frag Order §d-68 was issued diresting Comipary W toedioure s patrdl
Yeee v the vicinityiof- YD 157662 while Cowpanies /L™ ahd' Wy astabliched
s Battallon (=) Etrong pdint patrol base inthe vieiniby: of: WD 1686570 5ad -
The movemeht was completed Withouti inoidence ‘and: positions were ‘estebibshed
Tas' inteided by.:1400H «dn Dby tive U7 arihoaorpealis wer: o Alege on :
' During ‘the Period D+T:thry D+6. 1T Compuanive cohdubted dubentive’.
geardh 1and’ destroy vperations: within: g 2,000 mater Fadiusf dihepatrdl -
‘basens ‘Tt was hot! untibbhigobine Hhit ithe actual extent gt therBEs o3
pobd tions was Tealizedy. Supply cavhiesy harbor: gitesy e apongiiond flghting
boditions ‘discovered clearly confirmed ‘the recant occupgtion’ dftfen
aré & by anestiftated 3 to 5 NV Battdlionsiim’a goncral’ wread’ bourd by
& lsite ‘located at ¥D 177671 '**’|74664’,‘;?=’-lg?5663'>1"f—"265¢ Té%&-ﬁ?&'fﬁ*‘s;‘- L Coip Sty
inde Iilgurn Hortmrniod tocidwe PRV, Ooprory TLP who Qe pedeers
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M glso discovered an extensive bunker complex and supply cache at YD
160670 which ‘was partislly destroyed by recent Arc-Iights evidence .
clearly indicated the NVA incurred heavy losses of personnel and equipment
and evepupted the positions in great haste legving behind en impressive
collection of smmunition, weapons and supplies. o
Fvidence equally point to the fact that positions located in the
vicinity of Objectives #5 end # were hastily evscuated during the
pttack by Companies "L" gnd "M" on 8 Moy 68, Although the search and
destroy operations oconducted between D+7 and D49 netted a impressive
collection of enemy weapons and equipment as well as evidence of heavy
vesualtios;. there was no evidence of major enemy elements remaining in -
the immedigte areas o L S
D+10, and D+12 were devoted to 14mited seerch and destroy missions

in connection with the Battalions movement to the A-3 Position via YD

10. Results,

s. Yriendly losses inciuded 9 KIA's and 41 WIA's and 45 non battle
casualties Med Bvecs. Non battle casualties were primgrily due to heat
disorders, 32 non battle casuglties were returned to the field for duty.

b. Bnemy losses included 41 confirmed KIA's and 3 prisoners of wars
A total of 361 bunkers (including & battalion eld station), ‘g well and
3 gmmunition dumps were discovered and destroyed. 121 individual and

19 erew served veapons were captured, :
c. The following weapons end equipment were capturedy |
i

[

12 BK-47's . 28 SKSt's

01 Sniper Rifle w/scope o1 Sniper Rifle Case

11 30 Celiber Carbines US 14 M-16 Rifles

06 M-1 Rifles : 02 Thompson Submachine Guns.
05 Browning Auto. Rifles Ot Grease Gun

22 MAT~49s (French) 08 . Chinese Auto. Rifles

07 Chinese Burp Guns 01 - Soviet 762 Sub-Maoh., Gun
01 M-79 Grenade launcher 38 AK-47 Magazines

06 M-16 Magazines 74 = Assorted Magazines

01 30 Ca.l. Ce;(‘bine Mag' ’

Crew Served Wespons.

09 RPD Iight Mechine Guns :

01 12.7 Soviet Heavy Machine Gun w/sight
02 50 Cal. Heavy Machine Guns

01 7.62 Heavy Machine Gun :
03 50 Cal. Tripods A
03 50 Cals T&E Mechenisms !
01. 7.62 ChiCom Heavy Machine Gun Type 57 w/tool kit, wlre i
barrel and bi=-pods.
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" RPG-7 Launcher

60mm Mortar bi-pods

60mm Mortar base plates

60mm Mortar Tubes

60mm Mortar Sights

50 Cal. Machine Gun ring sight
82mm Mortar aiming stakes
82mm Mortar base plate

82m Mortar bi-pod

- Drum magazines

60mm Mortar Cleaning Rods
RPG-2 Ieunchers

Small Arms Ammunition.,

180 Rounds 5.56mm
01 Mag., 7.62mm crimped cartridges
6596 Rounds 50 Cale
7555 Rounds 7.62mm -
1525 Rounds 7.62mm (linked)
500 SKS Rounds
670 Rounds % Cal. (linked)
500 Rounds 9mm
Mines.
38 DH=-10 claymore mines
21 T™-46 AT mines
39 2-10 AP Mines
Munitionse
.50 Can increments
42 RPG«2 Charges
09 RPG-7 Charges
76 RPG rounds
22 RE; =7 rounds
233  60mm mortar rounds (NVA)
771 “82mm morter rounds
01  60mm morter rounds (US)
05 LaaW's
12  82mm Recoilegs Rifle rounds
04 82mm Illumingtion rounds
01  57mm Recoiless Rifle round (cannister)
07 ~ Smoke grenafes
11 Bangalore Torpedoes (homemade)
218 Chi Com Grenades
07, Fragmentation Rifle Grenades

50
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| ' 24 Shape charge Rifle Grenades

o Demolitions.

I 360 Fuses 89 1Bs TNT

o 123 Blasting Caps 50 TFeet Time Fuse
500 Feet Detonating Cord 353 Primers

Commnication Fguipment,

05 Batteries

350 Feet Communication wire

01 OHM meter

02 VWire Cutters

01 Siren

02 Begs electrical equipment and radio paris

Medical Equipment,

04 Unit one type medical bags
03 First Aid Packets

&gineer Bquipments

10 Machettes
11 Picks

03 Shovsls 5
24 Intrenching Tools ‘ :
04 Saws ‘ l\

Individusl Byuipment.

Ho 16 Steel Helmets
06 Sets assarted clothing

R T —

. 18 Packs

: 06 Sets miscellaneous cooking equipment
: 91 Gas Masks

L 02 Rubber Recoil Pads for Rifle
: 03 Pair NV4 Sneakers

E 08 Ponchos

§ 01 Wrist Watch

\ 05 Packages Chewing Tobacco

r . 01 leather Belt

{ 0% Rice Bags

05 Mosquito Nets

09 Hammocks

6% RPG Pack

10 Chi Con Grenade Pouches

61
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02 (Cagrtridge Belts

02 Binoculgr Cases
* 06 Canteens

12 Shelter Halfs

Mioecellaneous.

{ 6555 Lbs Rice 03 0il Cans

' "~ 02 Rifle Grenade Attachments 01 Typewriter
02 XNVA Flags

0% Chinese Flags

15 TFeet rope

05 Assorted documents

{ 11, Auninistrative Matters,
E o as Supply. :

(1) The prescribed loads for the operation were significantly
reduced as a result of extreme heat conditions enticipated., Certain
critical items of resupply such gs water and Class V were prestaged on the '\
LSA, to compemigte for the reduced individual loads. ( See paragraph 4 N
of enclosure (1). : 5
(2) Resupply sources were generally responsive in meeting e wide '
rapge requirements levied during the contact of the operation. Yowever
delivery means were found on several occasions to be non~communicative,
infléxible and lecking in initiative. Consistant with past experiemce it
was noted the LSA either ignares or camnot gbhere to the supply delivery
priorities established by the Battalion Commander, even though the ,
Battalion Commander had clearly established his resupply priorities with
nis S-4 (vear) in Dong Ha, these priarities were frequently disregarded
for no apparent reason. On one occasion resupply was echeduled for O700H
in order to distribute rations and complete the major troop movement
prior to the hottest hours of the day.

The helicopter schedule for this 1lift was not available at the time
requested. Rather than diverting enother air craft with a lesser priority
the Battalion was required to remain in position until 1000H awaiting
-resupply. During the period no effective attempt was made at the LS4

- to appraise the Battalion as to the status on delivery. Consequently
the Battalion was unable to commence its required movement until 1145H re=
sulting in g definite decrease in effectiveness as a result of extreme
heat conditions which could have been avoided. It is worthy to note
gseveral external loads were delivered to C-1 and A-3 while the Battalion
remained in position awaiting resupply. ,

! (3) Delivery helicopters made no oonsistant affart to advise

’ " attached HST personnel as to the composition of payloads. Consequently, .

. during periods when rifle companies were operating from seperated patrol
bases, personnel and materials were unlosded in other than the degired LZ.
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Bven when communications were clearly established between HST and the

. delivery helicepter, instructions: and LZ marking were ignored, further

compounding problems associated to persomnel and supply distribution in
the field, These difficulties and seversl others not mentioned gbove un- -
duly affect the ability of the maneuver element command to arrive at a
clegr estimate of, the situgtion. There is an ébvious requirement for .
closer communicatfons and coordination between the. manuever Battalion, tho
LSA and the DASC (HD), if the maneuver e¢lements are to be afforded the
Tlexability ‘required for success in combat. The Shore Party Battalion .
must either reassess its internal functioning or restate its professed

. capabilit .

4) A fingl point in helicopter resupply is the periodic lack
of sensitivity of the pilot to the nature of the LZ and man on the .
ground. On three seperate occasions the helicopter external loagd was
dragged on the ground prior to release.

Full plastic water bottles and cans were destroyed and the precious
water spilled. On other occasions the pilot landed at some distance from
where the HST had indicated, blowing over command post shelter, raising
clouds of dust and necessitatmg an extensive trip for the supplies to

. the desired supply poinst,

\

b. Maintenance. | P .

(1) No particulsr problems were experienced in this area con-
sidered worthy of mention. The Battalion brought g Radio Technician }

(2841) to the field and experienced a marked increase in radio and tele-
phone operation and relisbility. _ .

¢. Treatment and Evgcuation of Casualties. : ' \

(1) Te Battalion surgeon accompanied the Battalion (-) to the

' field which significantly contributed@ to the welfare of sick and wounded

in the fisld.

~ (2) When casualtios are Med Eveced it is frequently the ‘case
that 782 gear, weapons, etc., carried by Med Evaps was not able to be
loaded on helicopters with the Med Evaced personnel due to space/weight
limitations. This necessitiates loading personnel in the waneuver element
with additional gear, which reduces mobility and proportionately increases
non be.ttle casualties due to heat and exhaustion,

d. Communicgtions.

(1) During the operation continious communications was maintein-
ed by the Battalion with gll subordinate wnits and uith all stations
monitoring required nets.
(?) e field expedient switchbosard conllstmg of 5 line packs
soldered in an empty SB-22 operators pack served as an' adequate sub=
atitute for the hea.vier a.nd. umnobile SB 22 switchboard. Wire communications
. ! N . T
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ves used as the primsry mosns of commnications in each of the patrol base/

dofensive positions vccupied during the operation. : :

(3) Tvo AN/PRC-25 radios were destroyed by hostile forces, but.

- ware rapldly repleced from a resupply dump pre-siaged at the Dong Ha

‘ (4) Interference on assigned frequencies resulted in garbled
commuinications on several cccasions. As an example Hasty Foot (2nd

, Battalion, 26th.Marines) is assigned the same frequencies as the.3d Bn., . '+’

| 3rd Marines. On several occasions transmissions with Battalion units in

, . contact have been interupted and garbled as a result of Hasty Foot tran- ' _

. . semigsions. This area is of most immedigte concern amd should be remedied. i

is & rosult of the loss of a AN/PRC=25 radio during Company "I"'s contact

of 6 May 68 the Battalion was assigned a spare frequency 59.45. This

frequency was continously interfered with by "Chipper Shark" which is
apparently the call sign of a convoy control element. Med :%vao fre-

quencies also interfered with transmissions on the Battalion primary net,

es Modiogl Evelustion.

(1) Heat casuslties were in a large number of cases, personnel
with less than one month in country. Several of the heat casualties
evacuated were personnel previously evacuasted for the same ¥easons. Each
heat casualty experienced during the operation is being re-gvaluated
with an eye toward reducing similar problems in the future. '

IR

1

12. Special Fyuipment and Technigues, , .

as Dog teams were extremely effective in locating concgeea.led bunkers
and supply storage sroese :

e

13, Commanders Analysis.

a. The operation was generally termed to be a complete;success in
reference to equipment, wespons and smmunition captured or destroyed..
Even though it was not possible to confirm the actusl number ‘of NVA
killed during the course of the operation there is little doubt that
enemy personnel losses were far in excess of the 41 NVA, KIA*s confirmed
by body count. This assumption was based on the unusual numiber of weaspona .
and gear left behind by the NVA personnel occupying the positiions attacked .
by Companies "L" and "™M" at YD 175665 and YD 178667. A search of the area '
of contact uncovered in excess of 50 fresh graves and positirve evidence
that numerous deed or wounded personnel hed been removed from the areas ™™
b. It was generally sgreed that the wnits encountered iin the 1766, -
1866, 1765 and 1865 grids were assembled for a forthcoming alttaclks
Fnemy equipment recovered clearly indicated enemy intentions' to mine roads
and embush vehicular convoys. Upon completion of the search it was.
generslly concluded that the major elements formerly in thisiareg had -
withdrawn to the northwest, most likely in the vicinity of Lac Sone 48 .
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a Tesult of the heavy vegetation which preveils in Leatherneck Square
between the 71 and 64 grid lines, it would not be to difficult to conceal
the movement of large enemy units through the area from ground or air
obaervation. ' : ‘
Fnemy forces encountered did not gppear to be bent on conducting a
determined defense of the area, but left security units in place to
bresk the momentum of attecking rifle companies and inhibit the ocap-
gbility to conduct physical pursuit. Enemy mortsrs and artillery were
employed to deny the attacking forces the use of particular avenues of
approsch and to delay the advance of friendly units. It was not until
friendly units threatened to seize the ridgelines at YD 172662 that the
enemy employed artillery. Once friendly units fell back artillery coaned.
The procedure was repeated when a second attasck was launched toward the
pame area. c
The enemy positions were well concealed and would have been overlooked -
had 1t not been for the time alloted for a systematic and deliberate
segrch of the srea. It is not possible for a Battalion to conduwct a
tactical movement and simultaneously expect the area to be effectively
swept by the maneuver elements, movement must be completed,f eneny resistance
broken gnd secure patrol bases established before search and destroy
operations are undertaken. As an example, 2 rifle companies required 3
days to uncover the entirety of a bunker complex located within a 2,000
meter radius of the patrol base. Not only are search procedures time con-
suming, but the time expended in destroying captured equipment and bunkers
-mist slso be considered. :
The bunker storage complex uncovered by Company "M" on 13 May 68
clearly confirmed the effectiveness of the Arc lights. Evidence left no
question as to the devastating effect of the bombing on such a positione.
Not less than 30 NVA were believed to have been killed and a minumum
of 15 btunkers destroyed. The NVA had left behind the most impressive
collection of wegpons yet discovered by this unit during Operation
Kentucky. i :
The organization of enemy positions seemed to be orientad more toward
concealment than deliberate defense. Nearly all supply caches and harbar
gites were located in wooded draws and fingers leading to the lowland water-

sheds, .
The major portion of the bunkers discovered were constructed as

living bunkers as opposed to fighting positions offering good observat-
fon and fields of fire. Fighting holes were primarily positioned to
provide security along trails leasding to the bunker complexers and supply
stores. OP's offaring long range observation were manned and on two
occasions anti-aircraft wespons were found in or near these commanding

pleces of terrain. . :
The positions and gear sccumilated by the enemy clearly indicated the

buildup occurred over a long pericd of time, perhaps over & ¥re month
period. :

b. The weather presented special problems not before 'encountered with
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by the Battalion while operating in the 9th Marine 20. Movement was held
to a minimum during afternoon hours when temperature rose to a degree
incompatable with effective troop movement. Routes were planned to take
sdvantege of existing streams and flowing paddy areas. Heavy vegetated
areas vere avoided during the hottest part of the day because of the total
lack of ventilation in these asreas. Movement to the areas to be searched
was completed prior to first light and during the esrly morning hours

to take advantage of the cocler temperatures.

O s:tillari ‘sapport w@a once again coneidered to be outatanding
and conh:ibuted wuch to the sucecesdful attack. lannchad on 8’ May 68 (mz)

d. Although the effects of air dropped ordnance was nnrefutable,
the delay experienced between the time fixed wing was requested and air
arrived on station was totally unacceptsble. Of more serious congaquence
was the fgot that the DASC was unable to predict arrival time of fixed
wing on statlon. The Battalion AID was advised by DASC that even a rough
estimate could not be provided. It is not possible for a commander to
estimate the situtation unless he has a basic concept of fire support

- agencies available and the time to be gnticipgted by requests for support
n. and delivery of fires. All to often the scheme of maneuver must be based
on the fire support plan which is contrary to the accepted procedure of
planning fire support around the scheme of maneuver. It is only in this
mgnner that the commander schives the total flexibility to select the
¥ best scheme of maneuver based on the terrain and enemy situgtion.

Frme

& arme iy

E ‘ 14, Recommendgkions.

' 'I‘hs,t more: operations of ‘bhis na,ture be conducted 1n Ieat;herneelt

Square. :

b. That Regment assign gr:.d coverage desired, rather than Q:jectives
leaving maximm latitude to the Battalion Commander to select terrain -
and establish patrol bases based on the:¢irrent tactical situation.
Objectives on a search and destroy mission are best deduced baeed on a -
general guidance at thé lowsest possible level. - -

- ¢. That the frequencies assigned to either the ?_nd Battallon, 26th
Marines or the 3rd Battalion, %rd Marines be changed in order to prevent
-future interference of the type discussed in paragrsph‘11 above. - ,

: ds That messeges requiring description such as TRS not be sent to- N
a unit while moving unless the intelligence contained therein is pertinmt. .
It is difficult to bresk shackle groups (XAC-PAC) while moving. - Y
e. Te effectiveness of blocking and screening forces as presently ¢
employed sre of negligible value in hegvy terrain such as the type ~ - K
commonly ‘encountered in area of cperations. In order for a blocking' -

- forée to be effective it must occupy commanding terrain near the a.n.,i-
¢ipated point of contact offering good observation and access to the: area
of contact for immedisate exploitation. When such terrain cagnnot be '
located the block muat be mobile and opera:ba in cloae Pm:dmity to the

N

L

-

B R T BRI

| e s

E
H
i
&

.
N

~

66 SRR Ehclomzre (1) “

WQUSS HE@

DECLASSIFIED



F e s ————

o vr e

DECLASSIFIED

oy .
maneuver element, blocld.ng sucessive routes of access and egress (stream
beds, defilade, and concealed trails). Blocking forces have realized
marginal success at best and appear to be an uneconomica,l means of employ-
ing ground forces.

f. That increased effort be excerted to ensure that resupply ‘
priorities go to the maneuver element to afford commasnders in the field
groater latitude in selecting his course of action.

€. That an attempt be made to better keep a maneuver eloment
informed as to th_e ourrent status of alr suppart requested.

DONALD C.. MARCHEITE
By direction
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MAP: VIETNAM 1;50,000 STRIES 1 7014, SHEET 64421V ,
Y &
1.. D-Day. 6 May 68 22 ,\
a. Company 'M" - Seized Objective #1 and established Petrol Base
b. Company "L" - Seized Objective #2 and established Patrol Base 3
c. Company "I" - Seized Regimental Objective "A" and established
Patrol Base. _ N
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a. Compenics "I" gnd "M" moved to Objective #2.
b. Company "I" seized Objective #3 and established Patrol Base.

D2

8. Company "L" seized Objective #4 and held g defensive position.

be  Companies "I" and "M" continued the attack through Objective #4
.to geize bjective #5 and establish a night defensive position.

3

" a. Companies "I# and "M" peigzed Regimental Cbjective 'D",

5e

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

- Dad, Digy

be All companies closed on Regimental Gbjactive '"P".

a. All ocompanies continued patrol sctivity from Obje'btivé wphn,
D+ | '

8. Company ™" gecured Objective #7 and estsblished a patrol base.
b, Companies "I" and "L" gecured Objective #6 and esteblished a
Battalion (=) strong point patrol base. ;

'

g. Company "M" conducted a search and destroy operation from Object-

ive #?Q i . .
b. OCompanies "I" and "L" conducted search and destroy operations from
Objective #6. -‘

i

10

a. All Compsnies conducted a tactical movement to Objective #8.
[}

D411

a. Company '™" conducted a tactical movement to the A3 Position.

b, Company "I" secured Objective #10 and established g night def-
ensive position. ’ .

c. Company "L" secured Objective #9 and estsblished a night def-
ensive position. !

D41 . : ‘\

s« Companies "I" and "L" returned to A-3 and resumed normal activities;
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SAMPLE BUNKER COMPLEX
L BUNKERS

/NSNS PIGHTING HOLES
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