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• OOGANI~A~IONAL DIU 

1. DESIGNATION OOMP.-!ANDII 

3d BattalioZl, 34 Marines ItOol J. '''. M.~mI 1." Mq 

Jr&S Comp 811Y 
Illdia Oompany 

KUo ColI!Pany 
Lima Comp any 
Mike Company 

Subordinate U~ 

1st Lt.P. B. ctoM''' 
Capt. O. J. ImACK 
Capt.M. G. McrrmllTAN 
Cap'i.D. R. FR»TK 
Capt.F. R. Mlt'TH~tfS 

Capt .. "'. H. MCADAMS 

GT ACHED mITTS 

t .. " Ifq 
1 .. 11 Mq 

11 .. ,1 Ma7 
1 - " Ma7 
1 ... ~1 Ma7 
1 .. " Mat 

14h1slaty lIvy, 1 at Bn, 12th Marines Capt. j. H. m "wrr 1 .. '''2'141«1 
3d Pl.t. Company "A", 3d Tank Bn 1st Lt. J. E. Ji!COO!mM 1 ... 25 JiIq 
Seotion, 2nd Plt. Btry "A" lJJA A"!SP 44th Artillery U~A 

I 1 st LIi. H. C. _30!1 1 .. 25 Kq 
DetaPh_nt, Cempany "C" 3dt Ehginet1" Bn. 1 - 25 Me.r 

1 .. 25 Ma;r Quang 'l!ri Province, YD 17572" A-3 RVlf 
26 - " May Quang Tri hov1llce, Vicinity of YD 249669 and YD 282668 

3. staff' Officers: 

Executive Officer 
S ... 1 
S .. 2 

S-, 
5-4 

Major G. P. SL,41):r!l ,-" Mar 
1st Lt. D. _t. MARC!IE!TE 1-" Mq 
1st Lt. A. 1.. ASHBURN' 1-20 Ma.T 
Capt. R. Z~'W , 20-" :tK.q . 
KajOl: R. F. FINDLAY Jr 1_~1 Mal 
1st Lt. E.H. LA'!R!..!'T(!!3 , .. 10 Ma,y 
1st Lt. G. EScnmEID1It 10-" Met 

4. Aver ace Monthly StrQMth. 
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NARRATIVE S~ 

. • 
Daring thu reporti~ period en9ll7Jl' contact vas ge,inad. "Uh tJw 

greatest trequenc.r ,e'\ experienced bY' the BattaliOll duriAg OJer'atiGft 
Ire ntuc lc:y. This was attributable to the J)1"oportiOllal i.ft.c:reB88 1ft 
emphasis on major operations which saw the Battalion relieved ot the : 
A-3 securit,. responsibilities in order tha.t it might participate ill 
ground llaneuvGrs in both the Xentucq and N~oleo~Sallne JOe. 

Oil 6 Ma.:r Colllpanles "L", "M", and "I" deployed with a. cc-n.r-t 
Group troll A-~ to conduct an extemed sweep and destroy opera:UGft While 
CoqJany' "X" which remained OPOON to the 1st Battalion, 9th Marine. was 
sssigned as the 9th Marines Helioopter-borne Resern. Lisbt oontaPt 
was gained on the 6th and 7th and the fighting lntims1f1acl C)Il tIIe·1tMl 
when. the Battelion encountot'ed a dug in and determined CCIIIfanJ' she 
element which later proved to be the security element tor a raeilllBlltel 
eo1lDaJ1d post and harboring! stor age s1 te to accommodate DOt less than 
two IVA battalions. The Battalion was subjooted to a heavy volulll8 or 
machine gun and mortar fire as well as adjusted arliller,;r. 'Dte 1ISj= 
activit,. during the remainder of the Operation was devoted to ~1iQI 
enem.r e~lacements and supp li09, e.s well 8.9 collecting weaPons, 
documente and aseorted items of intel1igenc(~ value. It is wortbT ot 
DOte that 215 individual weapons and 47 (frew served weapons including 
11 AA we~on8 were captured as well as over 1300 mortar rounds and 
200 RPG roU!1ds. A total of 470 bunkers were also destroyed. The 
O"f'erall list of matel"ials captured and destroyed was a IDOst impressive 
collection Nld is contained in tho After Action Report for 6-18 MaT. 

On 22 May Company "I" while conducting a two dq operatioll 
deaigDed to comrtly insert aJIlbush Patrols in the vic1n.ity or the 
trace, CaJD8 upon. a company size hEll'bar Bite at first light~ Man..v or 
the lWA vere asleep or setting about their normal maraing 'lube As 
the 8COpe or the engagement incre ased, COIIIpans ilL" and a 8Ii&ll eo-anct 
~oup deployed f'rom A-3 to reinforce and ext>loit. 'SiZultaJ1eQasl,.· the ,th Msrines coM! tt ed elements of '-the 1at ~attalioat 9th ~_1ne$ t 3rd 
lattalion, 9th JiIa'rines and 1st :Battalion, 4th Marines to seal ott the 
&TeA of CGfttaet. Once again the Battalion elements were subjeoted to 
heavy incomi118' a:rtillery and mortars, but succeeded in4r!ving the IY'J 
trom their detensive positions eM consolidated n18ht positiOns ,in 
the vicinity or Lac Son. Incoming mortars aJid artillery as well aJJ 
snip.- fire ana lie;h t probes were enoOllntered dlU"ilg tho night. _bushes 
deployed from the defensive positions e_aged the enelq with positive 
results on two oaoasio.ns. 111e followins dq CompanY"!- coJrt:Ulued 
the attack to the west and duri~ the late atternooa brob the 8JlE!i1:Y 
atrongpoint of resistance at YD 156695. !lhegr~ vea conaol!4ated 
prior to last light ani a sea.t'ch oonducted the follOlliDg'd.a,y once cain 
rcwealed a significant 8DIOIlnt of gear lett beh1M. by the . 
eJJeIl(f f cree • 
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At 1,,011 a wnal vclrlDg trc:a the ClImIaMiIW <lrficc at ttle 
9th Marines " .. received. to 'be prepared. to deplo,y tZOll A-' with 
Oo.paD1ea" I" u4 "Mil um.. the OPCON or the ~ Mar!Dee 1D the 
lfapoleOJMia1:lne JO. (east or rwte #1 in the vicinity f6 lD 267649) 
At 143CE ihe Battalion camnenoad the hel~lift f4 the initial " ..... 
am the 11ft was completed at 1645H. 

The Battalion was chopped to the OPCON at the 3d !laTines at 1645B 
aid haDed1ate~ started to manemrel:' to the west. Inatructlons ware 
reoeived troll the CQlllllal'tling ortic8':1 ~ Xa'rines to contime to ~ 
f'anra.Td .~the 1st Battali"9n, 3rd l"I.a:'ine&-- on· the nerth flank wid.-
oOV'fJr cI d&l=kness until contaet was gained with lWA taroes. CompaBJ 
fIHI' ellgaged what was believed to be the forward. secUfity @lelllents tor 
• IVA Battalion dug in neg[' 1D 257658, as a result or the contact 
the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines were unable to establish contact with 
OompaD3' "MI' am the units held in positioa am. delivered heavy t'ires 
on the eDtm;y. On the following marning Oompan;v "M' pushed farwaTd azfd 
secured the srOWJi capturh.g several weaPons an:1 Cal1sUJg the ene., to 
tall back to the area of Ky Truc. At 1100H the Battalion was choppad 
to OPeOR' at the 9th Marines and a new concept or operat1oD8 was 1nitiaW4 
by the 9th Marines. The Battalion was directed to seise the ground 
at YD 257647, YD 259671 BDl YD 259659 which waa already seoured by 
Compan,y "M". Co1!pany "I" was assigned to seize the vlllage ~ea at 
YD 257647 ani commenced its attack after delivery of heavy artillery 
am fixed wing preparation. At 1400H on 26 1>1a.v 68 the attack met with 
st:lf't resistance and mmerate f:riendly casualties were inaarred. Pive 
POif8 were captured and indicated that the remmants of a NVA Battalion 
r8ll&ining from COII!PaD\1 ")!I's attack bad displaced to the area. 
Oaq»a»y "I" vas withdrawn in lavas: of heavier preparation tire8 
which were delivered throughOtZt the night and early morning bOlaS. 
After heavy t.ir strikes were oalled on the objective aTea, 1nclua.~ 
2,000 powd bodls, Company "I" once again atta.oked the village area 
and secured same withrut resistance. en the afternoon cL 27 Ma;y 
OCllllJ&!1ies ''15" aM "D" or the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines were ohq,ped 
to the OPCON at -,/-,. '!he Battalion with Ooopaniss at 1/9 was to 
ea1iablish the western leotor or 8 oordon "ith the ,a Battalion -,4 
~1nea on the esst aft! !. Battalion of the 2al ARVN' Regiment to the 
awth. 'lhe area c£ res!staDee to be oardoned inoluded Kt True am ](7 
LaJa. CfIiIIpany liD" 1/9 whUe moving to their _sjgned sectar met stift 
resistance at YD 251659 am Wf!IJ pulled back at last lieht to.YD 265656 
whUe Compldlies "Ira am. ''M" skirted the area ~ eneIV resistance under 
the OOVer c€ darlcn.ess to establ1Bh ~lOcke at YD 250670 am YD 254665 
respectively. On 28 May CompBlV ''1" 1D000ed to close the cardon bY' 
8stablishirw physical contact with Oomp~ nfl, 3/9 on the nartbsrn 
eJld at YD 245674. Once this was accomplished Comp~ "II' aanmence4 
the attack ~n lCy Lam. A crit 1081 problem was e~erie.noed when a 
cCllllbination of rain and aan:l hed reduced the JD&jadty or K-16 rID .. to 
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u tnoper'&thte "tate~ O'Mer .. oar. t!L c M..46 tank Iurtti8hecl by 
the ,d Bat'tal!Ma,. ,til t'far1DotJ, Lima Oompan,y pU],lac! back with their 
o8!FUa1t.ies, extremely hesvy supporting f":fres poUllded the objective 
thrOUgh the J'l.18ht am oontinued untU first light on ~ Jfq when 
Oaapan.y "!", 1 at Battalion, 9th Mgt-illea attacked with seven tanka &JI4 
with Company ur' in trace. The objective was seised with only light 
sniper resistance and no friendly c8tJual ties. Over 30 RVA were kUled 
and 25 captured. 

Fire support was conddered to be erteotive am re.pomtive. On 
ooca.siana when reaction or effect watJ le88 than desirable, rapid 
oorrections were e.f'fected by the suppart1rw units. 

~ XIA a.'1d '19 WIA med eva.c encountered during the month resulted 
in a serious personnel shortage as well as a loss of experience which 
will r8fJ.u.ire aracrganizatio1'l" am ~a.1n1ng effort over the" next ff1rl 
weeks to ~fset the cOuDat loss. Mea,pons and equipment wur-ale"O 
reqa:fre a maximum replacement effort in arder to retain an aoceptable 
degree of oombat effectiveness. In spite of heavy and continuous 
oontaot am extended periods of field operation, all irr.l1~ations point 
to an ~reolation in troop marBle and aggressiveness. This is elCllel1' 
linked to the offensive nature o£ the operation and visable suocesses 
ga.iDed dor1qf the reporting perien. 

The abUity to exploit grown contacts t mobility achieved thrOUlh 
the use of helicopters aDi extr:aar:dinary fire support avaUable high­
lighted the months activities. 

All illdications pointed to a badly beaten, demoralized aM lll­
qanized and prepared enetIlJ" :farce. 

The Battalion was chq>ped to the OPCON at the ,d Marines on ,0 
Ma,.y am is presently engaged in heavy patrol activities as wIl all a 
oCl1Celltrated effart to imprwe existing defenses and fortifications 
at the strong point pstral bases. 
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SWUEffl'IJL LI91IlCS or smIfIFICAIft EVEBl'S 

1. Cdst Kisalcma Asa1sned. 

a. Basic Mission. To oomuct missions ill assigned area ot operatieDa 
in aooardanoe with 3d MsrDiv Operations Order 59-67. 

b. To conduct anti-tiltt-ation OPar'atloDB in JO vU' specIal 
nphaeia on interdictiqr north/south intlltt-ation routes. A88U118 
respoJl8ibillty far enlarged JO to 1nolu:ie oa.tpost at trill /,428. 
DltteDd and provide protectIon tor construction effort <Ill Route 566. 
letceoce 9th Mal"ines ~eratioD Plan 2-68, 9th Marines Pres Order:# 
14 (OperatioJl Xentuoq). 

c. educt ottensive operations to locate, ktll cr oapture _1Il1 
personnel, looate and destror enemy installations and. Qapture 8ll81Q' 

equipment arii/or munitiOns. ( Reference 9th Mal:'ines Frs« <k1iEt[" 20-68). 

d. In a combined/coordinated movement with 1/4 continue sssjgned 
mesioD to locate the enemy within e.&sjgned AO by procee41qr from 
present lOCation to 'the south vicinity at Hill #26. Be prepat'ed to 
conduot ~ditional operations as directed by this Headquarters. 
(Reference 9th Marines Frag Order 28-68.) 

2.. SiBnificant Operations Comucted. 

a. The Ba.ttalion (-) conducted a search am. destroY' q,tration 
in acccrdance with 9ih kines Frag Order 20-68 duriqs' the period 
6-18 May 1968. .l After Aotion Repcrt or the operation is inc11Zlecl 
in PeTt IV with the suppar:t1.r:g documents. 

\. On 22 Mq Company "!" whUe comuctirw a se&'t"Oh al'¥l deeuo7 
waton in the vioinit,. d Lac Son enoountered an WA CompaJtT h~bcrecl 
111 1:118 Vicinity cK lD 151703. As the contact developed it became 
IIPpeent that a re1nfarc~ element was required, and Ooapany "V' 
with & small Battalion Comlniml Group deplo18d from the A-3 Position. 
1/4 vas .imultaneously deployed to destroy a sizable PIA force south 
~ 1he tTace in the vicinity of An Dim mile elements or .,/9 and 1/9 
vet'e oOlDJllitted to blook:lr.8 positions to 'the west and south or the "'3 
contact. Contact was scattered and aocOllp8111ed by enemy mortal." and 
!lrtUler1' lire. 'lhe 1Ilain resistance was overcome by m1d-att .. aoon 
a8 the enemy fen back to the south am Conpanies fir' aM "V' 
e.tablished ~t defensive pOSitions at YD 155702 and lD 157703 
respectively. The fo11ow~ morning Comp~ "I" coDtim114 the attack 
to seh. a. defended lWA position at YD 155694.. HeaT,. -117 resistaDC8 . .. ... 
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vas in1t~ encftDtered am OOJllp&D.J' "I" was 4~.ctecl to pall back 
in ft1.Vtr d hel!tV'ier preparation t.ires. nIrtqr the attcntSm the attack 
was rell6lled an:1 the .P<>sition was seized sM consolida.tecl. Comp&DJ .''L'' 
vas displaced fQrwat"d to establish a t·ro comp~y· position wtth ()ompeJt7 
It 1" • The .operation vas terminated rn 24 Ma.1 am both. Oompaniee ret~necl 
to A-3 prior to last light on 24 May. 

Friendly losses totalled 9 KIA anl 59 WI! while 32 NVA KIA war. 
cCllt:frmed and ., POl's caPtured. 13 individ\'lSl weapons 'And·.«l8. , 2.7-
antl-airoraft weapon was captured. Ac1ditionally Oller 20 bunkers am 
2"00 mcrtar rouale were destroyed. 

c. On the afternoon or 25 May the Battalion received a. ",erbal hag 
<kd., to deploy 1bree Oompsnies by helioqlter to 1D 27866~ to rel:1e •• 
2/4 and assume their previOllSly ass igned AO urder the ~CO!l or the ~ 
Mat'lnes. Companies "I" and "HI larned :Initially and were to establish 
defensive positions in the vicinity or 1D 267649 in prepsration far 
the relief' lillch was to occur nn 26 May. \\bUe movi18 to establisb 
the defensive positions the Battalion was directed to continue mCW8-
ment in deplo,ed formation untU contact vas gained or the area in 
prCllt1m1ty to the 24 grid line was consolidated. 1/3 vas dlreeted to 
attack .n a vesterly axis nar:th or the 66 grid line in coordination 
with }/~. ~e Ba.ttalion (-) moved westward until contact was ga1ne4 
with an estimated NVA Cotlpany 6.t YD 257658 at last l~t. 1/~ hal 
not yet moved a sufficient distance to Ibysioelly tie in on the 
Battalion's rjght beoause or the heavy contact in this area. BeBY1 
preparat ion fires were delivered tbrogghout the night aJd 001!paD7 "If' 
ftttnoked the rol1011i~ m~ni.rw. At the time or the attack the Battalion 
had reverted to the OPCON of the 9th Marines ani the area was identified 
as Objective 'IB" wbich was seized prior to noon and consolidation 
vas aocompliShed at YO 260658. 

Company III" attacked a determined force on the afternoon or tha 
25th at YD 267649 a.rd met with a determined NV! Compana' 8uppcrte4 'b,. 
artUler;y anl several automatic weaPons, ihe CODIPeJSY was pulled baok 
to 1D 265654 under oover at darkness ..mUe company "L" WSB mOIled to 
a blooldqr position in the vioinity .r YD 260672. 

On the mcrnir8 or '.tf KaY' Cotrpany "III renewed the attack on the 
8aJDe position which was identified as Objeotive "A" and after 
entensive preparation the objeotive WeB seized withl aruy li8ht 
resistance. On the eve~ or 21 Ma7 Coq.a.nies "B" and liD" 1/9 were 
chopped OPCON to 3/' and a oordon arOUDi the aN a at Ky Truc was 
established in ooordtnation with one Battalion of the 2nd ARVH 
Rciment and .,/9. The rollow~ af'ternoon heavy fires were delivered 
into the center or the oardon ani the circle was closed. CcmpaD1' "L" 
cftlll.enC8d an attack on the Ky Lam area from the ncrth em the after­
noon or the 28th aD1 vas foreed. to withdraw to YD 244673 as a resul. ~ 
at extremely heaTY resistance. On the 29th of May' preparation ~""':"':'---§--n-\A\-m-=-
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a't"tUlery am f1:md. vi.ft« were delivered into the area or lC1 1.&m and 
Ky bc and at first lieht on 30 May C01Jl)any' '']3t1 1/9 stUl OPCON to ,1, commenced the attack with 'CClmpsny nr' on Kyo Lam a,pproach1r8 trom 
the south uMer.- the oover at heavy sUPPat"tiIW fires am oarried the 
attack to Kyo Lam, only l:lght resistanoe was enoountered am the ocrdat 
ferces were diverted to other mssiollS once ihe area had been thoughly 
swept. In the oourse at the operation 3/3 suftered 34 KIA aDl 50 WIA. 
l!hemy losses include 133 KIA confirmed, 25 POrI captured 88 well as 81 
individual am 27 crew served weapons. 

Although friendly losses were considered heavy it is telt that a 
large faroe had been denied the ability to mass its tarces ani its 
actual losses were tar in excess of those able to be confirmed by the 
B-att alion. 

On 31 May the Battalion moved to relieve 2/4 elemenlis in position 
who were to be redeplol'9d. The ~/3 Coll11lla.D1 Group established a oOlll1llan1 
post at YD 27866}. 

;. Casualties Inflicted. on the Ene1Ill. 

a. Dar~ the month at May, the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines inflicted 
the follow~ casualties on the enemy; 206 twA KIA (confirmed) and 
31 pQf1s. 

4. Casualties Sustained. 

b. S iBnif' 10 ant Dvent 8 : 

Lt. Emilio Jimenez, MC, USHR, 1-21 May 
Lt. Henry D. Jaroan, HJ, usm. 21-24 May 
Lt. Joseph W. Wolfe, ID, USNR, 24-31 ~ 

(1) On, May, one meDber of Lima Company was WI! trom an 
enemy mine, 2 members of Lima DOtI due to enemy mine. 

(2) On 4 May,one member of India Company was kUled by 
accidental discha't'ge of M-16 rifle. 

(,) On 6 May, 2 members of rr&s Oompany were wounded in action 
due to enemy a't'tillery. one member or 1I&S Company was wounded by a 
enemy (hi Com grenade, 2 members at Kilo Company were wounded by enemy 
roo1cets. 

(4) On 7 May, 2 members of Mike Coupany and OI1e member or 
H&S Company were wounded from enemy <lii Com grenade, one meDibGL" of 
Lima Company was wowded by enemy mortars. 

(5) On 8 May, 8 members of H&S Compall¥, 23 mem~ers d India 
Comp~, 5 mellbers of Lima Oompany and 17 members of Mike CompaJl1 were 
wounded due to enemy e;rtillery. 2 members of H&S ColllPaJ\'1, 2 melJi)ers~o::.f _____ ~ 
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L111& ~. 81il' one member ot Mike Co. WIA due to eBell1 JllCllrtal'a. One •• ba-
H&S Co. and OJle member of Li_ Co. WI! due to eAelQ' rockets. Six members 
of Lima Co. and one member of Mike Co VIA due tC) e1181l1' JlY}.l IIl'1I18 fire. 
One member of B&S Co. and one member of Lima Co. WIA d~ eM1D.Y Chi ColI. 
Two members ot H&S Co. and one member of Lima. Co wounded clue to f't'iend11 
airBtrlke. One member Of ~S Co, nine members of India Co. and 6 memb •• 
ot Lima Co. NBC dIle to heat exhaustion. o.ne meuher ot H&~ Co. end "2 
1Il8mbers of Lima Co. Mea. Ev"aced due to battle fatigue. Three members 
of Lima Co. Mad Evac due to anxiety reaotion. One member of Mike 00. 
NBC due to spra.1n.ed ankle. Four members of Lima Co. KIA due to enemy .11&11 
a1."ms fire. One member of Lillla. Co. and two members ot India Co. KIA 
due to shraPnel wound.a. 

6. On 9 May 68. 2 ~mbers of India Co. vere wounded due to enemy arti1ler7. 
One member of Lima Co VIA due to enem.y mortst's. One member of Mike Co. 
WIA due to enem.y Ohi Com. Five mamers of R&S 00., one member ot Ind1a" 
Co. t one med:>er of Mike Co •• and six members of Lima Co NBC due to beat 
eDlaustion. One member of India. Co. NBC due to self inflicted H-16 rifle 
wound. One member of Mike Co. ';J!A due to friendly grenade. 

, 7. On 10 Ma.v 68, 2 members of H&S Co., " member of IQdia Co., and 5 
umbers of Mike Co. loJIA due to enemy artillery. Three members of Mile 
00., WIA due to sma:1l arms fire. One member of Mike Ol. WIA due to ene.." 
Chi Com. One member of India Co. NBC due to self inflicted gunshot 
wound. 

8. <kl 11 May 6e, 4 members of 1-1ike Co. WIA due to enemy Chi O'om. 'lIVo 
memers of Mike Co. WIA due to eMm.Y mrtgr:e. 'l\ro metCbers of Mike Co. 
',ilA due to enemy al"tillery. One mmber of Mike Co. wounded due to frieDlll,.. 
artillery. 

9. On 12 May 68, one member of H&S 00. NBC due to snake bite. One Ilell_ 
of Mike Co. NBC due to heat exhaustion. 

10. On 1, Ma.Y 68, one IOOmber of H&S Co. WI .. due to enellY IDOl:t __ .; 1 
mmber of Li1lla .co. IfIA due to enemy small at'mB fire. 

11. On 15 Ma.Y 68, one member of H&S Co. WIA due to enemy rocket; one 
lISmber of Lima Co. WIA due to enemy rocket. 

12. On' H; Mar 68, 3 members of 1I&S 00., 1 member of Lima Co., and 2 
Dmbers of Mike Co., WIA due to enelll.Y mortst's, 1 member of Mike Co. 
NBC due to heat exhaustion; OM member of Ir.ima Co. NBC due to self 
inflicted gunshot wound. 

of Uma Co. NBC due to sa1f inflicted 

.. 

1,. (b 11 MaY 68, one roomber 
gunshot wound. 

10 
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14. Oft 22 Me.1 68, 2 members or India Co., and 2 aembeft or 14m& Co. 
WIA due to shell shoo k; 1, members or India Co., 1 member or mcs Co., 
and 4 members ot Lima Co. WI! due to enemy artillery; 4 memers of 
India Co., 2 members of H&S Co. and 2 memers of Lima Co. ~aA due to eAftII 
small sma r.ire. One member ot ~9 Co., 1 IISmbet: of India Co., 3 I!lembers 
ot Lima Co., WIA due to eneDl3' Chi Cam. Five members of H&S Co., 19 
mellibers of India Co., and 13 members of Lima Co. WIA due to enem,y mort~l. 
One member of 1I&S Co~, 2 members of Lima Co., and 4 1!J!mbers of India Co. 
Med :!!>laced dus to anxiety reaction. !va IDtmbers of India Co. II! due 
to enemy small arms fire. 

15. On 2~ May 68, one member of H&S Co. and 5 members of India Co. WI! 
. due to enemy artillery. One mellber of India. Co. and one member of Id.lIla 
Co. WIA due to enemy Chi Com. Two members of R&S Co., 1 memer of Indi& 
Co. t WIA due to enemy IOOrta"t's. One member of H&'3 Co., , members of Indi& 
Co., and one member of' Lima. Co. WI! due to enemy small arms fire. Two 
members of Lima Co. NBC due to heat exhaustion • One· metrber on India 
Co. KIA due to enemy mortars. Two members of India Co., 2 members of 
Lima Co. t and one member of H&S Co., KIA due to enem,y small at'UlS fire. 
One member of India Co D& due to enemy small arms fire. 

16. On 25 May 68, one member of H&S Co., 8 members of Mike Co., WIA due to 
enemy small arm'3 fira. Five members of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy Chi COlI. 
One member of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy al"tillery. 

17. On 26 Ma,y 68, 9 member e of Indi a Co., 15 members of 1l1o Co., 15 
t.aIIbers of Mike Co., and , members of H&:S Co. WIA due to eD81119' small g_ 
fire. Five members of Mike Co. t one member of India Co. and 2 membere of 
H&S Co. ~f.[A due to enemy artillery. One memar of Mike Co. NBC due to 
heat exhaustion. One member of Mike Co. NBC due to derangement of'Rt. 
knee. Or-a member of Mike Co. fmC due to possible hernia. One member of 
India Co. NBC due to sprained Lt. ankle. One member of India 00. NBC due 
to flash blindlsss from friendly LAAV. One member of India Co. WIA due to 
ene1!11' mortars. Eight members of Mike Co. WIA due to enemy Chi Com. One 
member of India Co., and 2 members of Uma Co NBC due to beat exhaustion. 
Four members of Kilo Co., 6 members of Mike Co., 5 members of India Co., .. 
members of H&S Co.,. XIA due to enemy small arms fire. 

18. On 27 Ma.Y 68, 2 members of Mike Co. WI.! due to enemy at'tillery. 
One 1IBmber ot Lima Co. WIA due to enemy small at'ms fire. Three meJibere of 
India Co., 1 IOOmber of H&S Co. KIA due to enemy small arms fire. 

19. en 28 May 68, one member of Lima Co and 2 members of MlJce Co. WIA 
due to enemy artillery. :sight members of Lima Co. WIA due to enemy Chi 
Com. Six members of Lima Co. and 1 member of Mike Co. WIA . due to enellV 
small arms fire. One member of Lima Co. NBC due to anxiety reaction. 
Eight members of LiIl18 Co. and two members of H&S Co KIA due to enemy 
small arms fire. 

11 ... 
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20. (b 29 MaY 68, 011. _lIlbar of B&S Co. no due to anxie1:" reaoUOA. 
Tvo meubGl:'. of Mib Co. KIA due to shrapnel wounds~ 

21. '!here was a total of 355 inoculations given during the month ot Mq. 

22. 

2,. 

Outpatient Visits, 
a. Common Complaints; 

2
1) FUO 

) Venereal Disease 

4
3) Heat Casualties 
) Maleria. 

5) Dental 
6) C ellull tie 

(1) Dia"t'rea 
(8) Miecellan:tous 

05 
10 
42 
04 
50 
30 
04 

.J!L 
224 TOTAL 

Number of Bittle C ~uaJ:! ties: 

T<11' AlJ3 KIA Jill DOW m! 
Ucn1C 3/3 48 290 03 0 
USN 3/3 02 24 00 0 
USMC ortrl!'R 00 05 00 0 

NBC NBC KILL 11.1) 

51 01 
05 00 
00 00 

e. Medical Trends. '!bare was a sli&ht i~re8Se on the number of 
Malal'ia cases during the month at Ms.v due to the on-eOllllldDg mosquito 
se_on. Increased emphasis on propt.ylaxis measures in this area may 
help to alleviate this problem. 

4. Problem Area. Venereal disease increase indicates a need to 
observe more closely the number of cases seen and take sctiOlJ. qu1ckl1 
it the 81 tuation worsens. 

5. New 'l'eehniguee llmployed. None 

6. CoDlllaed Relations. 

a. OPOON - 9th Marines, ADOON - 3t'd MaTDi v 
b. On 25 May 68 the 'Battalion vas chopped to OProN' 3rd 'Matins 

Regiment. 
c. On 26 May 68 the Bat talion was chopped to OP(X)N 9th 'Msine 

Reeiment. 
d. On 27 May 68 the Ba.ttalion Msumed OPCON or Companies ''B'' and ~" 

1st Battalion, 9th ~ines. 
e. On ,0 May 68 the Battalion assumed OPCON of C01DpartJr II X" , 3rt! 

Battalion, 3r4 Matinee and chopped. OPCON of Companies "Btl and "n", 1st 

Battallcn, 9th llaTin... . . .. t 1lll_-nfW-.lED-'Q 
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t. <a 50 May 68, the Battalion "d cheppe4 to OPOON' ~ MaY-ine 
Reg1118Jl~. 

1. ' Equipment. 1l000e 

8. Logistica. 

a. Supply. 

(1) General. During the reportiItg pl!l!'iod the 'battalion ClJllttau.4 
to build up the A-3 Position. Dail,. reSUlJ.ply by helicopter is the 
pr1no1ple means oftransportatiOA to A-3. 

(2) Class I. A daily resupply maintain" the hBUl~ suppll' at' 
Class 1 at & three to five da,y level. !later butf'slos are lifted in and 
out primarilY' by he licopter. 

(3) CIMS II. There still remains a critical lIhortage on: 
BayDnets ~azine8 - 45 
Magazine S - M-16 Binoculat's 
utility trousers, all small and medium regu1aJ' sizes. 
Utility shirts, all small sizes 
Compasses 

(4) Cllss nI, No problems encountered in keeping an adequate 
supply of roL on hand. 

(5) CIMS IV. There were shortr;ees of the following items; 
Air strip matt ing 
~ineer stakes 

(6) Class V. The Battalion supply of Class V is tIlaintained 
at a BA + 5 OOA. There has been shortsges in the following items: 

LAAW'e 
Time Fuse 
C-4 
Grenade, hag M-26A2 

b. Motor Transport. 

(1) On 22 May 68 the battalion reeeived twenty (20) ney M151At .... 
(2) '!he present status is considered adequate tor current 

operations on the M274A2 t s (mules) 811d M:37B1 (pc). 
(8.) ,Breakdown of M274A2 (mules). 

~ 
TIE ~ 

2 oAr 29 

~ 
2nd eohelon Maint. 10 
3rd echelon Maint. 1 
Code 1IX"ed 1 

6) Operational 18 
(3) A shortage of magnetos, real." cables, cable leads and et~ter8 

still exists in our motor tr ansport section. 
(4) Ninth li>tor Transport Battalion provided trucks to pick up 
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and deliver supplies to the 18A tar helicopter resuppl.r. <b 8"era]. 
occasions trucik support h59 'beeD inadequate. 

c. Engineer Assistance. 
(1) In addition to normal support the 3rd. llhBineera provided. 

assistame by building bunks in the living bunkers at the A-} Position 
trom prefabricated material provided trom Dye Marker stocks. 

d. Ordnance. 
( 1) At the end of the month the Battalion maintained the follow1D« 

ITEM ~ g@ OPllRATIQNAL 2n<1_D. 'JlD ~. 
M-14 Rifles 52 52 0 
45 Pistols· 329 354 354 0 
Shotguns 1, 19 15 4 
M-60 MG 35 35 33 2 
106 RR 8 8 7 1 
M-79 36 }7 31 0 
81mm Mortars B 8 8 0 
60IIn Mort~s 12 12 12 0 ".5 Rockets ;2 32 28 0 
M-16 Rifles 919 969 966 ., 
106RR Mounts B B 7 0 
Flalllethrower s 9 9 5 2 

9. Civic Action. None 

10. Administration. 

a. No awards ceremony was held during the month of Ma.r-
b. A total of 5 Court Martials were held during May; ., sPCM and 

2 SCM. Five Battalion Commanders Office Hours were completed and 4 aTe 
pending. TheTe were 6 Company Commanders Office Hours completed and 8 
are pending_ 

c. Special Services provided. the below during the mon1ih of Ma.r: 
( 1) Too th brushe e 
(2) Free soda (twice) 
(3) Free beer 
(4) stationary kits 
(5) Nightly motion picture films 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

d. Post exchange services were not available to the Battalion due 
t& it being located at A-3, however, Sundries Packages were distributed •. 

e. I.lberty was not authorized during this period. 
f. During the month 1 Officer and 50 !blisted Marines rotated to 

CONUS. Nineteen enlisted Marines were transfered wi thin the'Regiment 
or Division. Thirty seven enlisted Mal.'ines were transfered as a result 
of medical evacuation. 

14 . ... 
Ehc loeure (1) 
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11. Per._el, 

a. Gains: 2 USMC OFF; 146 USMe R.; 1 tJSB CI'1; , USN ERL. 
b. LOSees 4 lEMC CFFJ 165 USMC UfL, 1 WN (17; 2 US!f at .. 
c. Monthly strength (Average): 

MC OFF Me l!NL USN <FF USN an, 
35 1053 2 5~ 

d. Net loss/gain. 

MC OFF Me m 
2/0 19/0 

USB Cl'F USB EM. 
010 0/7 

e. :!lmergency leave for the month of May: 7 USMC 1!hlieted.. There 
were no hum an i t~ian tr anetere during the month of Ka1. Twice/thrice 
wounded or reassigned outside ot RVN due to father/b~th8l' 1ft counu,.: 
8 USMC enlisted. 

f. 1'here were two He.!'dship Diseh~gee applied tor dur1ng the put 
lIOath and one is pending. 

g. Tvo Administrative Discharges at'e pending. 
h. The Rl-R PrOgram continues to be a major morale tac~tr within 

this command. 'lhere were a8 out of country quotas used duritJg thia 
repcrting par ied.. 

i. Kora.le is considered to be excellent to outstanding. 
j. Postal Services during the month has been good. MaJ.I was deUyere4 

to the forwe.!'d posi tion by air as available. 

12. IntelliB!noe. 

During the month of MaY there were three major engagemetlts with the 
enellV. The Battalion conducted. a search and destroy operation in aatb .. -
neck SquaJ"8 6 thru 18 May. The intellipnoe gained, weapons captured 
anl terrain analysis is outlined in detail in Combat OperatiQns Atter 
Action Report dated 25 May 68, (See Pal"t IV for report). . 

On 22 May 68 Company "I" made oo.nt~t with a Y«ry aggress.ive ene1ll1 
force in the vicinity of YD 164704. The enelDJ" force was estitmated 
to be' of company size and engaged the POint units of ComPaD1 "I". 
Compa.ny "L" and a Command (h'oup were disPatched to rei.nfarc e CoIIPaD7 "I: 
Jihemy contaot continued throughout the day and the Battal1<-n ( ... ) remaiDed 
in the field until 24 May 68 to exploit the enemy. 

The eneaur were well equipped, aggressive and was supported with bGth 
mortal='8 and a:ljusted gtillery. On 22 May 68 approximately '50-400 . 
rounds of 105m al"tillery and 100-150 rounds of 60 arxl 82m mrtarvaa 
delivered on friendly units. Three PCN's were oaptured on 1ihe 23rd ot 
Hay and identified units of the 64th Regiment and 52nd Regi,ftlent, ~2Oth 
Division as operating in the area. At least two or 1bree cOUlpaniea were 
estimated to be in the aJ.'ea with the miasion of securing the flanks ot 
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-the infiltratioA route and oountet"iAg I11Y Mgine eperatlGnB in the ... ea. 
It 1s assumed that infiltration of one and quite likely two Battalions vas 
pre-empted bY' this engagement. 

The weaPOns and equipment oaPtured ~e listed beloy in the cumulative 
totals for t..~e month. The signi!ioant ge~ captured i1lclmed 12.71D1l 
~hine Guns, numeriou.s individua.l weapons, assorted rsUo Pa'l"ts, 
binoculars and large aIOOunt s 0 f all c a11 ber anmtuni tion. 

On 2'5 May two companies and a command group were heli-lifted into 
the CaU viet River a:rea in the vioini ty Gf YO 2806155. The remainder ot 
the Battalion was lifted in on the 26th or May and the Battalion operated 
for the remainder of the month in the vicinity of Ky Lsn and KY True in 
grid YD 2466 and the village in the YD 2164 grid. Remenants of the 52Jld 
Regiment, 3a>th DiVision were encountered during the operation. The 4th 
and 6th Infantry Battalions were identified along with the 1st CoDIP8I1Y', 
14th Battalion which is a supply and transport unit. 

Extensive use of artillery and air was used to prep 411 objectives 
and contributed to deooralizing the enelll3' which had not eaten in five 
dqs. They got "rater from bomb craters and sustained many cesualitiea. A 
PsyOps plan was utilized over the objective ~ea and the P011'e stated 
they wanted to surrender but fea;red the artillery fire. 

On ~O :t>4:a.y a tank infantry attack on the Ky True, K,. Lam objective 
area netted 18 POlY's that offered Tery light resistance before surrend­
ering. 

It ie estimated that at least two enemy Battalions ge rendered non. ... 
effective as a zesult of thecasualti'es inflioted and the weapon. 
captured inCluded 81 individual and 2:{ crew served weapons of which six 
vere 12.7mm U Machine Guns. 

'. 48 .... 7's 
1 <;niper RUle wi case 

18 M-16 RUles 
4 M-60 ~hine Guns 
2 TSMG 
1 Grease Gun 
8 Chinese Auto. Rifles 
1 Soviet, 7.62 Sub-¥.G, FPg 
e RPG-2 Launchers 

19 RPD, Light m 
2 50 Cal. SMG 
~ WIlD Sights 
1 50 Cal. MG Ring sight 
:3 82Jmn Mlrte:r base plates 
1 82mm Mortar siBbt 
5 Tripods f/ 12.1mm.Hm 

86 SIrs's 
11 30 Cal. C~bines (US) 

6 M.1 Rifles 
1 M..14 
5 BAR's 

22 MAT -49's French 
7 Chi Com Burp Guns 
1 M-79 
1 RPG-7 Launcher 
6 12. 7Imn Sov iet IIMG 
:3 60mm Mortgs, v/bipoda,baseplate/sights 
2 60mm Mortg oleaning rods 
3 62mm Aiming at alee II 
2 82mm lthrt81: bipode 
5 Aiming sets f/12.7mm IIMG 
3 75mm Recoiless Rifles 

DECLASSIFIED 
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2 
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7595 
7555 
670 
500 

39 
39 
42 
9 

}1 
1160 

5 
8 
1 

11 
24 

433 
380 
123 
500 

e 
1 
1 
4 

10 2, 
24 
18 
6 
2 

29 
5 , 

20 
10 

2 
12 
n 
16 
1 

6755 
1 
1 
2 
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T.6211amm 1 
'h'ipoc!. t/11..7_ JIIG 6 
50 Oal rOWId. 180 
7.62 rOUDds 1«)25 
30 Cal. rounds, lirlbtd. 500 
SKS rO\U1ds 1 
DH-10 Cla,vmore Mines 22 
7~10 AP Mines 50 
RPG-2 charges 105 
RPG-1 ohat'ges . 47 
RPG propellent charges 267 
8~ mortsr rounds 1 
LAAW"'e 25 
RUle grenades 4 
57mm RR round 1 
Bange,1ore Torpedoes (homemade), 
Shape ch~e, rifle grenades 7 
Chi Com gt'enades 3 
Fuses 89 
Blasting caps 50 
teet detonating cord 353 
Batteries 2 
Chmeter 2 
Siren 2 
Unit #1 type medical bags 6 
Machettes 11 
Shovels 4 
Intrenching tools 
ltalJaets 96 
Sets misc. oooking equip. 124 
Reeoil P&ds, rubbe'l" f/rifle 3 
Ponchos 1 
P~kages chewing tobacco 1 
Rioe Bags 5 
Haxumooks 1 
Chi Com grenade pouches 2 
Binocular Cases 6 
Shelter halts 81 
A1C-47 magazines 74 
H..16 magazines 1 
30 Cal. Carbine magazine 2 
the o~ rice 3 
Typewriter 2 
Chinese Flag 15 
Cases Protein Blocks 

• 
50 Cal. KG aiPt 
~old£ harness r/12.1- JIJ 
'.56 ronnde 
7.62 rounds, ltDted 
9mm rounds 
Magazine, Cl'illped cartridges 
AT Jolines 
Cans, increments 
RFG-2 round., 
RPG-7 rO\U1ds 
60nm mortar rounds 
60mm mortal." round (US) 
15mm RR rourule 
82IIID IllUllination round.s 
Smoke grenade 
lI'rag. rUle grenade 
Cans propellent r/6Omm mortar. 
Cans pt'ope llent ilS2ra mortars 
lbs TNT 
! ee t titlE fUBe 
P.r:imera 
Coils Comm. Wire 
Wire Cuttsrs 
Bags electrical equipment & radio parte 
First Aid Pgpks 
Picks 
Saws 
Assorted clothing 
Packs 
Gas masks 
Pair NVA sneakers 
vlrist watch 
L:!ather belt 
Mosquito Nets 
RPG Pack 
Cal."tridge belta 
Canteens 
RPD drum wI aIIIIDO 
Assorted magazines 
30 Cal. Carbine mag.azinea 
Rifle grenade attaohmentl 
Oil cans 
lWA Flags 
Feet of rope 

Varioue documents, dar! es, phamplets and per sonnel car: 'respondence. 

\QB~~~llWUm J 
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1,. eom.uDicati9ftl. 

a. '!he Commun.icatioDa PlatOClll raD .aormal vire _4 ~.uo opctaU ... 
at J-, until relieved on posi tiOll by Compw "F", 2nd In, 26th Marinea. 
Jt this time all installed cotllllunications equipment vas relllDftd and return­
ed to Dong Ha. 

b. Training. A contact teaJll __ up or two (2) wire1ll8D vas orgtnisel 
1;0 give instrwtion to the 106m Recoilsss Rifle Platoon in troulJla 
shooting and 1 st echelon maintenance of wire equipment. 

o. Equipment Status. The Battalion received two (2) !IS 297 1Rll­
timet.-. and one remte unit All/GRl. - 39. EBsential equipment clown 1. 
as follows; 

1 AN/ffiC-41 
1 AN/MRC-e3 
4 AN/PRC-25 

d. Problem AreM. A ori tical shortage of a lCt-e 'l'echft1can will 
arise with the rotation of the one 2847 on board. 

Tape antennas and bases are still in very short supply. 

14. "leather. The weather during the month of May vas hot and hllld.d 
with a fev electrical storms and heavy rains during the latter p-..t at 
the month. 

!VereBe High - 95 degrees 
Average Low - 77 degrees 
kverage Visibill ty - 5 miles 

Humid! ty - 6~ 
Precipation - 1.19 inches 
llind 5 to 7 knots fro. the north/ •• ,. 

15. Fire Support. During the month of May artillery tire support 
increased consider ably over the previous month due to the incre .. ed tiM 
spent in the field, the total rounds expended increases tro. 5,COO 111 
~il to over 10,000 in Ma;y. Generally speaking this cCllllmand vas veIl 
satisified with the fire support received. 

During the first five da.Ys of the mnth, forward abeaN..., C()ftOeft­

trated most of their fires on suspected enemy positions, possibl. enelV 
infiltration routes and other missions in support of patrol1n« unit •• 
Beginning on the 6th of Ma;y, the Battalion stat'ted a sweep south tovd 
Fhu Tho and other southern locations. During this sweep 'Un1' of the 
prepsrator,y and suppressive fires were controlled by RC1.ant 80 fibe11' 
record of total rounds ellPended will definately exceed that which we rill 
report. Fire support during this operation included massive prepat'ator,y 
fires, suppressive fires and lucrative live missions. Initially we bill 
problems with clearences due to other units operatif\g to our south. cae. 
these problems were solved fire support became more responsive. (sea 
Atter ~tion Report for further aJDplification in Part IV). 

Upon return to A-3 we again resumed fire support AesiBll_ to deDI the 
enema- access to inf'iltration routes. ~ the 26th or Mat,'one ot our unite 
made cont.,t and again our volume of artillery support 1ncreased. 
Initial volumes of fire wet"e responsive and aPcurate but the eveninB 
missiolts were very slow due 1:0 a clearance problem with other units1'-M-~-~-llJ-~-$-S-~-Wij-~ 
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• IJJfCUSsIFlm 
30m afttr that short operation we wer •• .,.e4 1:0 the Ca "SAt, .... 
whEre the Battalion waa OPCOlft e4 to the ~ KariM. £or ltIIIJIl'arl1Iatel,. 
18 hours. When cont.,t was made the tirst ni&ht, the ~d Battalion. 
12th MaTines tired in support of the Battalion, they too 8e_4 slow .. ' 
bit reluctant to tire a lal'ge volume ot rounds, but tinallT furnished 
the Battalion with required support. '!he remainder ot the IIDIlth. the 
Battalion was OPCON'ed to the 9th Marines end received cl1reot support 
from the 2nd Battalion, 12th M8J'ines. !lbey cooperated full, to lIab 
BUre the Battalion received the fire support needed and at the .,P:ott­
r1ate 'time. They had several lmrative live't&'t'geta and ext_ld . .,.. 
prep81:'atory tires that lishted the burden tor the tnt_try, 88 a r.eult, 
this oommsncl was extremely aatis1fied with the a'l"tillery support tar the 
IIOnth ot Mal. 

.. Uni ts Providing Direct aqc! General support. 

(1) Btry "D", 2nd. Bn, 12th Marines 

t
(46:2) Btry ".EI', 2nd En, 12th ~inee 

) Btry ''F'', 2nd lkl, 12th Me:rines 
Btry "A", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA 
Btry "13"', 1st In, 40th gt1llery, USA 
Buy "C", 1 st lin, 40th Artillery, USA 

7 Btry "Hit, ~d Bn, 12th Marines 
8 Btry "I", 3rd En, 12th Marines 
9 Btry "C", 1st En, 11th Marines 
10) Btry "A", LVT. How 6 
11) 13try "C", DlT, How 6 . 
12) Btry '""", 1st Bn, 12th Ma1:-ines 
13) Btry ''W'', 2nd Bnt 12th Marines 

(14) Btry "W", ~d Bn, 12th Mat'ines 

l15! Btry''K'', 1st Bn, 12th Mat"ines (Gensral Suppcrt~ 
16 Btr1 "LI1, 2nd Bn, 12th Marines (General Support) 
17 Btry ''M'', 3t'd Bn, 12th Marines (General SUpport) 

(18) 115m. Btry, 8th Bn, 4th gtiUery, USA 

b. Missions Fir~ 
( 1) Ar:ti1ler~ 

a &ep~a.tory Fires 
b Suspected ene~ positions 
c Live missions 
d N:ight defensive fires 

(e) Illumination 

( Smoke Ser eens 
(fgl MaTld.ng rounds 

!h Blocking fires 

j
il Final pt'otectlve fires 

Counter battery fires 
(k HBeI's 

19 

113 
125 
86 
80 
6 

15 
2 
8 , 

16 
300 
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( 2) 81_ Jfort s. 

a Suspeoted en~ po,it1b.fts 
leO) Preparatory Fires 

) Live Missions 
d) Illumina.tion 

~
e) H&I·s 
fg) Tor's 

) Night Defensive Fires 
(h) Counter mortar fires 
(1) ~otter rounds 

o. t'f'r':i tiOl1 =ended .. 
1 -Fst1llery. 

a) 1 ajmm 1935 

~
b) 4.2 mortg 915 
Cj 155D11l 902 
d e inoh 398 
e 115mm 14 

6721 
664 
255 
~9 

24 
40 
51 

3 
341 

12 
11 
19 
21 

• 

16. Air S!!eport. 

During the month ot May a total ot 1; air strikes vere rwt b,y the 
ALO;'AC Team. Eight (8) of these air strikes were controlled by U8~ .. 
the AN/PRC-I)' radio. SSY'en (7) of these strikes were run lIhen the JltpBC 
41 was not a.vailable. It was found that once airoraft were wi thin :5 to '5 
Jdles of the controling teaJll no problems were encount8'ed in colDUllicatllts 
with the a1rcratt, beyond this range communications could not be 
gU,granteed. No final determination c an be made as to the merits ot •• 
.AlljPRC.93 radio until further field evaluation has been oompleted. 

a. During the month 69 individual. fligbts ot air were run in the 
Battalion 1.0. BDA ot particul~ interest as reported by observers Vall 9' 
bunkers destroyed, 36 killed by air and 17 secondary explosions. 

b. There were 67 TPQ's requested by this Battalion and 24 VdL". hit. 
c. 1.0 support consisted of 62 sorties totaling 82 hours. 
d. During the month of May 168 personnel were Med Ev~ ted by ai1'. 
e. Nine C&C flights were requested and nine received. 
f. Helicopters lifted 457,200 pounds of ca;t"go and 84 psseefl8e%'a tor 

1he Battalion. 
g. Two troop lifts were executed transporting the Batt&1ion (-) 

owr a two day period. 

11. ~tivities/DeaPtivations/Rede8ign8.tions. None 
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18. Traipinr R.port. Littl. training vas aecolII.Pliahe4 du:riD« the _tli 
of Ma,y due to operational cemmi _ents. 

s. During the period 1 tbru 6 Ma.y eluses were h.ld. at the CMlPaft1 
1"e1 on the following subjects: 

(1) Technique., of Fire. H-60 ~hine Gun 2 hour. 
(2) LAM and M-19 Grenade Launcher 2 hours 

b. An NCO !3Ohool has been organized and will com_ftCe &tI 800Jl" _ 
operational OO1!ll1itments permit. 
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1 May 68. At 0815H a llessage vas received. tm. the 9th Mg1nitB S-2 
concerning a report that the eneJDt would continue ottensive between 
Dq Ha and Cam Lo, with at"tillery SUJlport. The meseaRe Vd rated , ... ,. 
At 1115H, Comp~ "I", on patrol at YD 174698 sishted three (,) ]lVJ 
moving east along a trail, Company "I" elements engaged with small __ , 
the en~ fled to the west. At 1255H COIIPan7 "I" moved approzi_teq 
500 meters north AS a s&f'et,. precaution due to a scheduled air strike 
(Arc Li8ht). Compan"r "I" 's ambush sites were also chaD«ad. 

2 Ma.y 68. At 0145B while in a aJI1blah site at YD 20~712 ele_t. of 
ColrPan.Y' "1" received 19 rounds ot iDCoa1aB mortars Ire • .,. unJrnOWft «Seta 
COUlltel' mortal' tire was requested on a suspected IIOrta:r position at . 
lJ) 20572'1. A check fire V&8 called b, Di't'ieion due to Popular Pozos. ill 
ths vicini t,. Division repOrted that the Popul .. :fozos. vere DDt eflQ1ppt4 
vi til aorte,re. 

At 1140H 8ix (6) roUD4e ot eBt1matec1. 60. -=t~ 1ap.,te4 oute1tl. tt. 
vire at YD 116734. OP Silver reported tube. tiringtl'Oll _ azlmt1l 
of 0600 1I11s at aPProximatel, YD 178748. An 81. IIOriar .s..a1oa W88 t~" 
with unknOWll results. : 

, May 68. At 10S5a the .A-, Position reoeived tifteen (1') round. ot 
Etft81Q' artillery fire, estimated 85m, the fire was received fro. III ui-th 
ot 6000 mils, distance unknown. The rounds impacted outside the ~ 
at lD 110722. .A 155m aTtillery mission was fired vi th unlmovn reault •• 

At 1230H while on patrcl at YD 155720 Company "11' sustaf.Aed three Uf 
oasualties from a "coby tr~, a Med Evac was requested ~ completed at 
13}OH. . ~ 

At 12}5H Company "L" observed three (3) NVA at YD 146724, the ITA 
were dressed in :Khaki and blaPk uniforms. COIDPaJl3 "L" engaeed with 
al"tillery and ~hine guns with good target ooverage. Result. vere 
~n. , 

At n3SH the 'A-3 Positi-on received fh'e (5) artillery round. of 
e8t111late~ 105m. rrhe rounds imp!pted at YD 170722. !.'1; a:pprorimately the 
same time Hill #28 received two (2) 60mm mrta:r rcnmd., the rounds 111-
pacted at YD 171734. The artillery rounds were believed to have beeD. 
fired from an azimuth of 6000 mils. A counter battery ai88ion vas fired 
with unknown results • 

.At 1510H Company' "L" discovered two (2) bunkers, WOOd constrmtea 
at YD 161714, the bunkers were destroyed br demoli tiona:. 

, At 1549B Comp~ "Lt' Med Eva:ed two (2) non battle .casualties, one 
( 1) heat casuali ty and a man with a sprained ankle.· ' 

At 162:)H Company ItL" at YD 147707 s18hted 15 to 3) NVA at lD 141699, 
the enelll3' were moving south to north west. Comp8l\Y ''1'" engaged with 
a.utomatic weapons and aJ:'tillery. At 1900H CompaD3' "L'" sisbted tive (5) 
small gt"Ol1pS of NVA. The enelll3' were dressed in khaki' and black pajamas. 
One 81'oup of five (5) personnel were engaged vi til he,y small aTU . 

I 
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-tire at 1D 15270" three (,) lfVA were obsened to tall. One IV' A was ai8bted 
at YD 152715 and one (1) at YD 14B7n, at't1llery missions were tired. The 
area wlll be se~ehed at first liBht. 

4 May 68. At 0125H Oompany "Lit reported sighting three (3) NYA mving 
from east to north west at YD 148707. 

At Q500H a Company "L" OP observed two (2) NVA moving west approx­
imately 45 meters froll their position. Company "L" engaged with machine 
gun fire with negative results. . 

At 06I'jOH Company "I" at YD 175713 reported a aooidental dis:lharge 
of a M-16 rifle resulting in one (1) non battle oasualty. A Mad Evac 
was called and oomplet~d at 0125R• An Investigating Officer was appointed. 

At 1215H Compan,y TIl" elements at YD 172698 spr~ a da.vlight _bush 
on three (:3) NV A moving west on a tr 811. Oompany"In elements engaged 

with smsll arms ld.lling two (2) NVA t the third NVA fled into the bruala. 
The NVA were dressed in. light grs:/ uniforms. The following we~ons aDd 
equipment were caPtured. 

1 AK-47 1 M-16 (US) 
1 Poncho 1 Car:tridge belt 
1 Cigarette lighter Money 
At 14~H Company ''In sighted approximately a squad of :AVA moving east 

to west on a trail at YO 174704, the NVA were dressed in khaki. CoIllPan,y 
"I" engaged with small arms and received return fire from an unknown 
enemy position to the east. Company "I" received 20 rounds of I;Omm mortar 
fire, 3 to 4 Chi Com grenades and sporadic small arms tire for ~oxi_tel.1 
one (1) hour, at least one (1) WTA was seen to fall but a search of the 
area failed to reveal any bodies. An AO on station reported a large 
number of oivilians and ohildren in the area. One (1) civilian was observed. 
carrying a _apon. .An artillery mission was called on a suspected IIW)rtar 
posi tion. Company "I" swept the a't'"ea and wi thdrew to continue mission • 

. At 1700H OP Silver observed an individual at YD 175743, a 106m Recoil­
less Rifle mission (5 rounds) was tired with good target coverEge. 

5 May 68. At 0730H the 81mm mortar platoon commander notified the S-, 
that one of the tubes had a hang fire, an JOC)D Team was requested. 

At Q31t.;H IP3 depaJ."ted the A-3 Position to meet and guide the 3d 
Battalion, 9th MaTines into the at'ea. IP3 made physical contact with 3/9 
at 14'30H. 

At 153'5H the 3d Battalion, qth Marines set in for the nisht at YD 
,6""3, IP~ returned to the A-3 Position at 1555H. 

6 May 68. .At 0735H all Companies and the Command Groups depa1."ted the J-3 
position in accordance with Battalion Frag Order 9-68. 

At 0800R the 3d Battalion, 9th Marines assumed responsib.lli'ty tor 
the A-3 Position. 

At O93OH CompaJ'lY "M" at YD 173704 discovered abunker complex of 
ten (10) bunkers, two (2) AT Mines and two (2) boxes of· 82mJa mortar fusee 
Were also found. The bunkers and fuses were defJ'tr()~d. ." .. -----

\ \lJlOO~~~\F\Im j 
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< I At 1«OK CoIIPaDJ ''I'' surprised two (2) IV AlVa who vera sleeping anc1 
. killed them with small arms fire. M unknown ailla ena"" Uftit engaged 
. Company "I fI froll all sides causing the lead elements of CompaI\Y "I" to 
. withdraw to Objective #1,. the attaPk is to be continued 8.8 aoCll. as pose1ble. 

At 160011 the A-3 Position received 16 rounds of enem,y artillery of 
unknown oaliber, a counter battery mission was fired. 

At 170011 the positions of the Battalions Companies were as followsJ 
C OIlPSll3' "I" YD 189699 
Company "L" 1D 180687 

.Company "M" Objective #1 
Between the hours of 06200011 and 070200ll Company "Mil reoeived seve~al 

probes by approximately thirty (30) JIlV A, all enemy probes' were repused b, 
local seourity. .A searoh of the e,t."ea will be made at first light. 

7 !Il 68. At 06;011 a Company '¥". element segrohed the area of last night.· 
probes at YD 179698. While sear-clUng the area Company ''Mil elementscapturecl 
one (1) IV A, PCM; armed wi th an AK-47. COIlPany nil" was engaged by apprOX­
ima.tal)? five (5) INA. Fire wa.s returned by CompMY' ''M'' element. with 
small arms. A IIk)rte.1" and e.1"tillery mission was called. The enem,y with­
drew leaving one (1) WA, KIA. The following weapons and equipment wet'e 
captured. 

1 AK-47 1 SICS aarbua 
2 AK-47 magaZines 5 Chi COil grenades 
Document 8 and food 2 Packs 
1 Cartridge belt wi 811IflO. 1 Poncho 
2 Intrenching Tool Misc. c lathing 
At 0830H (})mpany "L" made COJ1t~t with a enemy element at YD 17968"1. 

ComparJ3' "L" received small ar-lIlS and 60mm mortar fire. Fire was returned 
with smell a1'lIlS and at'tillery fire. 

At 09500 COIIP8Jl1' "II' sighted :5 to 7 NVA at YD 100600 and eng888d with 
_all arms and artillery, three (3) WIA's were sustained by Company "L", 
two (2) ot which vere Mad Ev~ed. 

At 1100K Compan.y tiL" at lD 183687 discovered two (2) bunkers, 
elshteen (18) fighting holes, 1 IntrenChing tool (US), and one (1) roll 
ot cOlIDNDication wire. 'l'he equipment was destroyed by demoli tim. At 
1112B Company "L" me.de contact with an eatima.ted 10-15 NVA and eDg888d 
with small arms, 60mm mortat's, and artillery. Ilhe enemy utilized small 
arms and 60ua mortar tire. 

At 131011 loIbile mOV'ing throueh an open at'ea at YD 142692, Company "In 
vas engaged by QD. estimated. NV A squ~. CoiDpany "I" retm-ned fire 
and moved throU8h the area. No casual ties were taken. 

8 Mal 68. At 0900H Company "L" 's point element observed twenty (20) JIt A 
at YD 174665. A hasty aJDbush was set but it soon became appal'ent that the 
BV A were not advancing. The 1 at Platoon of Company "L" deployed on 
line and advamed. Contaot was initiated by a machine gun teaJll. 'lbe 
18t Platoon was taken under fire by an enemy 50 Caliber IIl8Phine gun. 
Artillery and fixed wing missions were oalled. The 1s~ Platoon continUed 

---.. - ,~--
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the a"~k' oip~the ,1I~hiDe pn. ;. C01lP8tl7 "L" th~ withdrew 'to 
Obj8Qt1ve #4. lIe&Vl"aaJusted enem.Y'artillery t:lre vae received through­
out tile G,a.r.blQcking the elPpro.,hes to Objective "11' • 

·,At !,ppt'orlmately 0950H the Battalion received J.ncolling ene1lO" arUllerl 
ft.re'.from" an .:&~mu.'th ,of 5400 mils. ' The fires COJ1til1\18~ until a;pprox-
imatell" 183CB. . . ; 

At 15}5H Battalion. elements at 1D 173671 received twenty (20) rounds 
of estimated 152mm artillery fire. Counter battery IIlissions were fired. 
Friendly casualties were three (3) lCIAte and nine (9) "IIA's. 

At 1630B Companies ''M" and ''I'' oommenoed a coordinated att*,k towards' 
YD 180668. The enEpm,y position was defended by an estimated BVA ColllPlIlY_ 
Oompany ''M" &:JSaul1Jed the position with two (2) platoons 4l'inng the· 
ene1lO" from the position towa-rds Objective "D". Heavy adjusted enemy 
artillery and mortar fire was re;)eived. Fixed wing and .. tillery were 
oalled on the withdrsrirlg eneutr. Companies ''M'' and ttl" with Command Croup 
It An oonsolidated a night position at 1D 177617. Company "L" and the 
BraYo Command Group remained in position at Objective #4. Friendly 
caSUalties were seven (7) WIA' e. There were (11) BV A, KIA's oonfirmed. 
Two (2) AK-47 8 were oaPtured. 

At 1700II at YD 171677 the Battalion received twenty rounde of ene...,. 
105_ artillery and twenty five (25) rounds of 6Qum mortar fire. 

At 1720H at lD 177667 Companies I'M" and "L" received fifty (SO) roUDda 
,of enemy 601IIII 1Im'tar tire_ 

,:j ;:, ' 
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100 latt~ n: •• 1nB. 1000 1-1 Vi taJIiA tablet. 

Assorted clothing ~ II'IA 782 prJr. 
At 1230H ComplUlY "H" disOOTerecl and ae#ched. a large NVA base oaJIP 

at YD 179666. ' 
. At 14008 the !attaUon at lD 179655 received four (4) rounds or 105-
~tillery .fire. 

. At 1412H C01l1Pany ItL" elements sighted two (2) NVA at YD 166649. !'he 
enemy was engaged at a range of 400 meters with small at'1I18 and 60IIm 
mort8l.' fir e r ssul ting in one (1) NT A. EIA confirmed. ' 

At 1445H Comnany "I" sighted aPPl'oximately forty (40) lWA iA the 
open at YD 181645. An,AO was requested. llbe NV~ were engaged with 
s1l18ll arms and 1OOrtsr: .fire. Tvo (2) BVA were killed by eniPElr fire. 

At 1531H Company "L" disoO'lered. four (4) bunkers at YD 168645. two 
(2) RPe type canyiDg oontainers were also foUDd. 

At 1645H Company "M" discovered at YD 175651 the following weapons 
and equipment; 

1 SIQ) Ca't'bine Misc. 782 gear (destroyed) 
At 173211 COlUP8llI' "L" at YD 168645 made cont~t with an lWA unit 

whioh had set an aJli)usb. '!he enemy W88 er:gaged with small "118 and 6Qd 
Q:)rt8l' fire. Six (6) lWA were sighted before oont~t was broken. ~e 
area was swept by C01I1PSIlY ''L'' with negative results. 

10 Mo.y 68. At 0830H at YD 172642 Com.p~ "L" discovered the follov1nB 
il_ ; 

1 Ammunition belt wi 30 rounds of aumunition (1IK-47) 
2 Chi Com grenades " ' 
1 1l7:um 1IlI:6aBine w/50 rounds o.f snmunition. : 
At 1437H Company "I" at 'YD 167646, (site of a oont~t on 8 Ma.r ~8), 

found evidence ot two (2) NVlI, KIA's oonfirmed and the: following ecpip­
ment •. 

1 ~47 
1 Banana Clip 
1 Bag of rice 

1 K-16 
4 Chi Com grenade's· 

At 2045B at YD 173646 a Company "Mil LP engaged an e.st1msted tiy. 
(5) lWA with small arms with unknown results. 'rhe area will be cheokacl 

, at first light. Two friendly WIA's (Med li>t~s) were 8"118ta1ned. 

11 Ma.y 68. A search of Co1l1Pal\Y' ''M'" s IP at'aa of e ontact of 09204 'iH 
rewaled one (1) NV'lJ ponoho. 

At 1100B at 'YD 164654 Company 1t1'1 discovered 23 bUllkers, 20 fishtiDg 
holes and the following items. ' 

10 lbs of rice 1 60mm mortar round 
1 82um mort~ round 

'!he above items were destroyed. 

12 Ma.y 68. At YD 178655 at 091511 Collllany tiL" discovered and searched a 
bunJlBr complex of 50 bunkers. The bunkers were 5 'X6 'X5' with 4 toot 
thick roofs, also three (3) mortal" pita were round. The below listed 
ordAarlce was discovered and deatro1edl ,--------

MrM©[j~$~~~1W 
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198 82aa B>rtal!' rounds 86 60ID IIDrtat' roUDd. 

35 Boxes of tuses 750 rounds of At-47 lIIJIIIlUDi tion 
10 Chi C~ grenades 1 RPG round, type 2 

'lhe following weaPOns and equipment were caPtured: 
1 Soviet Light ~hine Gun ; Drum Magazines 
1 60mm mort~ sight ' 

, At 1500H at YD 169657 Company nI" found two (2) bunkers, 12, 811111 , " 
JDJrte:r rounds and 300 AK-47 rounds. The b'W'lkers and ordnance were destr07ecl. 

At 1900H while moving to an ambush site a Company "r' slement disOOYe1'8d 
, at YD 169659 four (4) bunkers containing the following, ' 

2 RPO rounds' 2 60mm morte,1." rounds 
1 AT Kine 1 Electric MegaPlone 
1 6011m mortar sieht 1 Box Composition B 
1 60mm IIOrta:r base plate 1 7.62 Rifle w/bs:tOnet 

13 Mm' 68.. At 0730H at 11> 175657 Comp~"L" found one (1) dead NV.A 
wrapped in a poncho. !he NVA body had been there epprC7imately ;-4 weeks. , 

Between the hoUt's of 0630H and 1;DOH Company "Mil discovered a bunlmr ' 
complex at YD 160669 and a smaller complex at 'YD 159667 containing 
thirty (30) fresh graves. The bunkers were sea:rohed and the foll.owin8 
equiplIlGnt oaptured: 

1 9mm French Sub~hine Gun 
1 60mm mortar base plate w/bipod 
1 ' 30 Cal Chinese Ce,1."bine 

115 60mm 1IIOrtsr: rounds 
95 82mm mortar rounds 
13 60mm mortgr fuses 

;50 rounds, 1.62mm linked (US) 
6 (hi Com grenades 

12 HPG-7 rounds 
250 rounds 7.62mm (Chi Com) 
2;0 AK-47 rounds 

7 AK-47 magazines 
Misc. Radio Pe,1."ts 

21 llH-10 Mines 
58 60Dm mortat' fuses 
12 60mm mortar primers 

350 rounds 30 Cal. 
12 batteries 
12 82mm 1IIOrtsr: primers 
1 battery storage box 
At 1500 elements of Oompany "M" at YD 160669 and YD 159669 discovered, 

bunker complexes and caPtured the following items of eqUipment and 
ordnanoe: 

11 DH-10 Mines 
4 MH-46 Mines 
1 AT Mine 

35 Chi Com grenades 
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11 BS116a1cre Torpedoa 5 
10 lbs TNT 1 

500 ,feet, detonating ~a. ' , 
50 pr1mers 21 
.7' ,Electric blasting oaps 4 
12 ~2 rounds 2 
43 60um mortar rounds 4 
74 Assorted magazines 5 
21 Drums of ~hine Gun ~". 1 

2(X) Ibs of rice 7 
1 Typewriter 3 
2 NYA Flags 8 
7 Smoke grenades :5 
1 Red Flag wi gold hammer 5. sink1e 1 

300 rounds 5.56 ammunition 2 
40 rounds 45 Cal ~ition 1 

2 RPG-2 Bocr.et Launchers 

•• 
Light Htchine Guns 
Heavy Haehine Gun 
AK-41 
(MAl') SUbmsohine Guns 
SIS (old type) 

'Thompson SUbmaohine gtUl8 
Browning Automatic rifles 
Carbines (US) 
M~}-SubmaPhine guns 
Chi Com Burp Guns 
SKs (new type) 
Chi Com Automatic rifles 
60mm mortar tubes 
M-1 
M-14 t s (One w/gr~e launcher) 
M-16 

Between the ho'Ul's of 0500H and 1200H Company "1" elements oontinued 

./ . 

to uncover '*tat vas believed. to be a portion of the perimeter security tor 
a Regimental size CP site and large enough in size to aocomodate an 
estimated NY A Ba.ttalion. The below listed equipment was oaptured.: 

2 SKS rifles 1 AK"41 ' 
1 AK-47 w/folding stock 1 50 Cal. IIllChine gun 
1 Light KG (RPD type 56) 1 M-16 

29 82mm mortar rounds 19 Dff-10 Mines 
5 AT Mines 2 TM-46 xr Mines 

28 Chi Com grenades 41 60mm mortar rounds 
345 'rounds AK-47 ammo. 2 60mm IIDrtar si8hts 
52 RPG-2 rounds 2 RPG-7 rounds 

2 6Om.m mortat" bipods 2 6Qmn mortar base plates '00 Blasting oaps, electric 1 Wrist watch 
13 . ShaPe oharge rifle grenades '3 Drum magazines ' 
42 RPG charges 15(> communication wire 
39 z-10 Mines 240 1bs of rice 
1 Pint of oil 30 5.56 rounds (US) 

15 7.62 crimped ctD!'tridges 2 rifle gr:-enades Attachments f/ A'I-47 
8 Gas masks 2 60mm mortar cleaning rods 
1 Tripod for 50 Cal. MG 2 Recoil Pads 
1 Sholder HB."t'ness for 50 Cal. MG 1 Galvometer 

23 82mm mortar fuses 1 50 Cal. tool lei t 
5 ·Picks 3 Shovels 
:3 NVA helmets :3 T&E sections for 50 Cal. MG 
2 Tripods for 50 Cal MG 5 M~hettes 
8 PaPks 1 Bag assorted electrical gear 
5 1bs of TNT 50 feet, time fuse 

11 Cans, mort~ increments 
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14 Ma.y 68. Jt 1100H at !D ,160671 elemnte of Company "M'I atl!lOOtere4 
a bunk~ which had been Pal'tially destroyed by a bomb. The bunker 
oontained the following weapons and equipment: 

3 30 Cal. Ce:rbines (US) 1 Light Machine Gun 
, Chi Com Automatic rifle 4 Chi Com Burp Guns 
2 A~47's 1 Thompson SubmaohiDe Gun 

14 Drums for light maphine gun 15 Frenoh submachine guns 
62 Assorted. magazines 1 DH-10 Mine 
~ rounds 7.62mIa SJIIII1o. 

15 May 68. At 0745H Company "I" elements while searching the area in 
the vicinity of YD 18-2665 ce,ptured one (1) PCM, (NV A) • 

At 0800H Company "I" elements at lD 184656 and YD 181664 discovered the 
following weapons; 

5 M-1 Rilles 
1 (]rl. Com Submachine gun 
1 SKS 

4 C at'b ina IS 

1 Browning Automat1c rifle 

At 1030H at YD 159669 elements of Company ''M'' discovered 15, 82m 
1Ik>rtar rounds.' The rounds were destroyed in place. 

At 1115H Company "I" elements found foUt' (4) NVA bodies at YD 177671. 
At 1230H at Y1} 159~69 Company "M" elements found an NV A map and miso. 

papers. 

16 May 68" No significant events. 

'7 ~y 68. At 0945H a Mal.'ine from Company "L" accidently shot himaelt in 
the lower left leg while cleaning his rifle. The Marine was Mad lWaced 
and an investigation will be held. 

At 1330H Company "I" reported finding the below listed items at YD 
19}69Sa 

1 Chi Com grenade 
1 Poncho 

30 1.62, A"K-41 rounds 

30 ~2mm mort~ fuses 
1 NVA belt 

At 1535H the Bravo Command Group and Company' "M" returned to A-:5- '!'he 
posi tiona of the other ComPanies and Command Group Alpha. were as follows, 

Company ''M'' lD 176722 
Company "I" YD 19T117 
Company "L" YD 201701 
Battalion CP YD 197717 

18 May 68. At 0430H the Ba.ttalion assumed operational control of 121e 
.1-3 Position. 

At 0515H Company "I" and the Alpha Command Group returned to the A-3 
Position. . 

At 0704H Company ''L" returned to the A-; Position. 
At 1030H OP Gold received 2 sniper rounds from a ridge J'lOrth of the . 

position, the OF Gold Position also received 10 rounds of 60am lOOrt~ 
fire.' 'DIe rounds impacted outside of the perimeter, the fire was reoebed 
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from an azi_uth of 5200' mil. at di..tellOe ttf ePPronmate1r 1200 _t ••• 
Bo casual ties "were sustained. ~ 

19 May 6~ No significant events. 

20 &y 680 No sjgnificant events. 

21 149 68. At 1130H at YD 207177 elements of Company "I" discovered two 
.(2) DH-10 Mines~ The mines were not emplEced for use. The mines wee 
destroyed in place. 

At 1520H the A-3 Position received a rounds of estimated 105m ,. 
eneuw at.'tillery fire. A crater analysis disclosed -the at'tillery W88 

fired from an azimuth of 6200 mila and from a dist~e of 9000 meters._ .A 
counter battery mission was fired. , 

, At 1700H the Battalion Commander held a meeting ot all CompaD3" 
Oomllal'lders and section leaders. 

22 May 68.. At 06300 Company "IIt's point element at YD 164704 sighted a 
small gr01.'P of NV A aPProximately 100 meters to their front. 'lbe enemy 
Was qaged by snipers. Movement Was heard by Company ItI" flank element 
the sea was reconned by fire. A 81illI1l mortar mission was fired. COMpaD¥ 
"In,s point element was pinned down by small arms fire and Chi ColDS. A 
Company til" element while reinforcing the point received incoming enemy 
6amm mortar, fire. 

At 0805H Company IIL" departed the A-3 Position to reinforce Comp8!J1' 
"I". "!hile leaving the position the Company received 6 rOlmds ot enem.T 
artillery, estimated as 85mm or 1Q5mm. A Med Evac was requested by 
Company "LII for one emergency and five priorities. 

At 08100 company III" disengaged, the enemy C(Junterattacked. At 082(1( 
gtZlehips weTa requested. . 

At Oa~1 a resupply was inbound to Company "I". At 08500 Company "Ilf 
IlaTked lines for gunships. Gunships were on station at 065CH. 

At 0900H Company "L" had two platoons at YD 169714 and one platoon 
at Tn 171710. 

At t)915H OP ~lver received 4 sniper rounds, a 106 recoilesB rine 
mSBion was fired with unknown results • 

.At 0930H the S-3 reported enem,y at'tillery at a azimuth of 5500 mile 
from YD 1771 • 

.At 0935fI resupply helicopters received ground fire in the U. Renpply 
was e6upleted at 09400., ' ' 

At 0945H Company "I" reported the enemy unit was wearinff callitlUl'lage4 
helmets and were believed to have withdrawn .to the An Hlu ~ea at 1D 
150702., An unknown station waa received on the Ba.ttalion netus1ng call 
signs "Lima REgime A~ha" and Fighting Mad 2/6 Charlie", the Communioatioll 
Officer planned to autbentioe:te but the sta.tion did not try to recontaot 
the ~attalion. 'lIla 9th Marines Communications Offtcer wasnotit'iedby 
message. 

At 1125H Company "LII sighted 9-10 ltV! at YD 165705 and engased with 
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•• I • emall &T'ms. Ccmipany "I" started to sweep gea of contact. 
_ At 1,<X)H Company nIlI sweeping ~ea at YO 162'700 cliscovered one (1) ltV.! 

KIfI confirmed and caPtu:rfitd one AL 47.. An If) sighted a aall group of 
NVA at i'D 161697. Fixed wing aircraft received 50 oaliber tire while 
Jt&ldng strikes. 

At 1330H element a of Company "ttl made cont~t with a unknown 81 •• ea..., 
ltVA unit at YD 1637<X) and engaged wi tb small arlns resulting in one (1) WA, 
IIA and one ('1) lIK-47 captured. .Arti1l~1' and air strikes were utilized 
during the contact. 

From 1'1'~ to 1,200 Company "t" received a heavy volume of aijueted 
artillery fire from YD 142806. An emergeJlOy TPQ was requested and ..... tiller,. 
missions were called. 

At 14QOH elements of Company' tltn overran two anti -aircraft posit1oae 
at YD 158702. The ent;!~ withdrew with a anti e1reraft weapol1. CompaJl1' . 
"L" caPtured aJIlDlunition for the All weapon. One (f) A.4 position vas 811Jt't7 • 

.At 1520H Company "Lit received incoming enem.,y artillery. 
At 162511 the 11-3 Position reCeived 10 rounds of 10511111 ene'ItY a'l"tillerJ' 

from YD 156789 (azimuth 6100 mila, diatance 7-8,000 meters). 
At 1005H Company "L" received enemy- artillery from the north. 
At 18300 Company "L" was positioned a.t YO 158702, Company til" was 

at YD 156703. 
At 1835H Company ilL" was receiving ene~ IlX>rtar fire and small gma. 
At 191CH the ~lpha Command Group received enemy incoming artillery-_ 
At 1940H Company "I" received approximately 00 ro1lD.ds ot enem,y 

artillery fire. Compeny ilL" reported several NVA within grenade range. 
At 2020H a flare ship and dragon ship was reql.:ested. 

. At 2035H IP3 reported movement 75 to 100 meters to their tront, 
-approxima.tely 4 persons. 

!y 2300H Companies "It! and ttL" had set in for the night and received 
two minor light probes. Total enemy artillery and lOOrta"t' tire received 
during the day was estimated at 350-400 rOlmds of artillery (105_) and 
100-150 rounds of 82mm and 6<A:nm mortar. Total friendly casualiUes 
tor the day were as follows; 

2 KIA's 
33 WIJ.'s Ev~s 
16 'l.IIA IS ( to be evacuated at first light). 

Enemy casualties: 
8 lITiI's confirmed (NVll) 
4 Individual weapons oaPtured 

2, Ka.y 68. .At 0108H received 9th Marine Frag Order 28-68. 
At 0235H Company "L" received an estimated 30 rounds of enemy erUl:ier7. 

From 1100H to 1700H the 1st Platoon, Company "I" a":;taPked approximately 
two platoons of NVA dug in at _YD 156695 atter delivering heavy preparation 
fires. Four ~ A ware observed and engaged. India One received heavy 
automatic weapons fire and Chi Comso India One wa~ withdrawn, preparation 
tires and air strikes were again delivered. India 3 reinforced India Ona 
and resumed the attack employing LAAW's and small arms fire. 
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DECLASSIFIED .. • • At 141211 the Batteiion Co1Dlll8ft.4er and COM1II8Ild Groap departed ... , 
to join Company. "I" at YD 157703. . 

. At 1530H India One again withdrew and additional air strlk4ta and 
supporting fires were deliva-ed. India One and Three attacked· and the 
enemy withdrew south at 170011. Elght NVA t KIA's conf'h'med were counted 
3 NVA, POW's ~ one crew served weapon and 4 individual weapons vere 
caPtured. Company "I" sustained 2 XIA '8 and 7 WIA's. 

24 Ma..y 68. From .0800B to 110011 Company "L" secured Hill JJ 28 8Il4 condUOted 
pai%ols 300-500 meters to the souih and east. Compaft.1"l" awept the at'ea 
of contalt on 22 May 68 aJ'ld discqvered a bunker complex, the b1lllk8re were 
de stro,ed. There was a negative eightiJ:W of IVA units. One NVA bod7 vas 
fown and one (1) AL41 captured. 

At 1530H Compan,y "I" commence4 their return to -A-3. 
:At 1630H General Davis, co. 3d MarDiv arrived at the A-, Position. 
At 17CX>H Compsn.Y ''I'' while sweeping eea at lD 171104 diseowred 

eieht bunkers, a observation post located in a tree complete with plat­
form and ladder. The following SJIllIlIlllition was also discoverecb 
-157 rounds 82mm mrtar 42 rounds, 6Qma III01'tat' 

The bunkers and anmuni tion were destroyed. 
At 1755H Company "I" returned to the A-3 Position. Cwmllative total 

of enemy equipment captured during operations 22 .. 24 Mq 68. 
10 SKS's 3 jx;..47 'e 

1 12.1mm HeaVY' maPhine gun 158 82m mortar rounds , 
52 60mm mortat' rounds 1600 rounds, 50 Cal. )I; ePIIIIW'1tloD 
25 Chi Com grenades 1 AK-47 Magazines 

'. :S'60;1~ rounds AY-47 ~. 3(; P~ka 

1~~: ~~tB:~e'i~~~t~.:~::l~:'l'd~'-:: "r~" ':::t&~=8' de~i1r~\\!~ A-) 
~~ .. 1 -' 'C0U¢ass" :, y;.~ i '~7~/C:i.. 1 Pair binoculars 

10 " G~':'· v_~~ - '. :~_p'_ •..• - ; .-. '",' q, -rl',"'-" """:1 ~-,-;.j1.l.i..,,"'~.l ,.p' q'h'-'~ ke"J" :>li" 
~. ".~A.tJ . I, ,'~ .:.L;.' * '.~? ; ...... .... £ .... 1--~ .F'()!l(JUVg 1 .... _. -::;............ ~,.... .... - ~ •. ~ 

.";; 11 'H8Dim.oc'ks~· ',:~;: ,. -.r":'·:Q~;2 C.iFirBlt: !it«,%:1, ~t,:::·<~.:d ",: • ..:!. lhe 

.... nL!- ,U.d:.· ... ·1d.t -'-'.'::- .. ;.,; .:.~,., ,-. ItW_'; r'\l:'..-:...i.l> .IiI;#-"';':"--"·l'I!-.i~ :.'-'>"",:' "'''''.,j",'\ . "£0 .ITttffJa-·' . 8····· ,~ .. -. : .. ~'-. .l "3V··:"l.I3~";:~: ~.I:I:J't:f.1 ..... , ..... _.ol -..'00 ............. --•• ~.-.~ .•• --. 

~ ;"1·) ParBohute'''-;'- ;-:~; :~'-';:'~)'\ (1',J ~'ialii.-:-8i~t1 •• >~:::t':'H! W:"!"C 

Assorted Radio -Par'ts ., ,'i :~~':'.··j;1' '~'bI~ttiei-i .:~.' s. ' 

~.' 2(}2.- tC-eeoi1.tSdOtfo-nCommt;,t~,icc:oar:td~o,~.·,~:~_~,-, .~,} .,:~,~_e!.~:te~~b~~r1'.i'_''''-~:1.'tv~ . - , e a :J. .. ~ - .. \_. - .... -!' .... ' ..• ' r... ,.t_" ~.'. - •••. _-...... '. '&. •• ~ '- .,1-';',J '-J "' ..... 

·::·~:Lr.~ ~V~:iOus-·a6hUmertts,- .ai&1:'!e8i;pampl-e,s-;~pef~criMI e6rr~·'·:·ortdMOecr·,~!' . 
. -..r : ·,:::afid ~B~ ".- i_ .• ' .,.:. :i ~·c.'~-- .. ·'·1. : '::~l __ -. ,:::-·-·,1.--XI 1";'1:'-sr.,!:::-:,--,~ ',r'~'_~.) 
(.; ·j~·.~·"-,.\:·.r.'· . ., '~'.' '-1-" " ,;. '.~._:.~~,~. :':.f:"' :;i<·~~~.:!l~: ,':t \\'~i:", ·~t~ .. ;.,~~:,;t. (;r;t:: ~J~"'-/d ·:,(;d .... ~.'" 1arb .. 3 

~~'HJ1.f-68.~''''AtO'13oH-<luring'i"T'PQ drop a bomb impacted in the mine field, 
no ciQsUalitii:m.· :.J ;.-.-' . .': ... ·"--"-.,_'c- ,-: ',n::,'.-.- o·;·:·.::r-:, c-' '1"'\ .. 

":At ':1 }',a('erverbeJ warmng 6~d~t;-~~ riee-i?&d :::t-roii :tli'e-"9tH8~e8 to 
prepare >eb llep'at t: the A-,. pdai t-i:oh~ '1.": ";', '.'.:, -."] '1,"( 7n ~ ,: ::~ Y-i':q~d 

f' : I}' ;-At· ;1430Ir Cdln~>flM"d€P~teo. ~-A:::;~~ c'ouip'any '!t1y:,..' dep'11='tM At tit44~~­
;-,:::<- At'153(lf' the BattalldJi' cominenc;Elid ;a.llelf<l1.f-f rr6ni::yn'·'f~s111. 

; '.... At164bH element's 'el" the Battaliorr~eC'eH-eld' t3(f~OUiiait61' enemy mortar 

. fir'~::~,tit·?~16~80~:;·:::~~;~~~;~:;~f:~~t~~~~!~5~.~,~.wi ~,fl~~~ ~gFJt8. 
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The remaining lifts weA.un from the A .. 3 Posj,tlon~ e . 
At 1530H Company "L" t 3d Battalion, 9th MaTinee aT."rived at A-}. 

At 1645H the Battalion was OPcon to the 3d Marine Regiment • 

.At 2200HOP Silver reported movement in front of their position, then 

rae eived t""" (2) Chi C .. m grenades and 5 to 7 rounds of small 6mB fire. 

ap Silver returned fire with small arms.' 

, At 19 7 'H CompaRY "M" made cont'!ct with. an ~vn uize enemy unit 

at YD 257658. The enemy returnen fire with a.t least three (3) allto­

matic weapons, Company ''M'' withdrew, the enemywas still !)elieved to be in 

posithn. _.tt'tillery missions were fired ~n the enemy position. The 

Battalion will continue the attaJ:'k at first light. 

26 May 68. At 0845H a M.arine from Company "A", 1/9. tripped a booby.traP.· 

I Med ]Nac was requested. 
At 1015H a heli lift of Company "L" to th.e Bat~allon position ~aa 

completed. 
At 1045R Company II A", 1 at Bn, 9th Marines was chepped from OPCON. 

At 105Ki the Battalion :r:eceived appr('ximately 42 rounds. of 105 .. 1,0-

enemy artillery fire. Counter battery missions were fired. 

At 1100H t1:1e helicopter lift .f the 106mm Recoiless Rifle Pl.ato<x1 

was completed. The Battalion was chopped to OPCON 9th MaTinee. 

At 1140H Cflmpany I~" while pursuing withdraWing ene1l\V at YD 260656 

captured. the followirlg weapons: 
1 57mm Recoiless Rifle 
1 ~K~ 
1 RPD L1ght MaPhine Gun Type 5'; 
At 1315H the Battalion received approximately 22 rounds of enemy 

~ti1lery fire, estimated as 1O'jmm to nOmm. T:'ire was received from a 

azimuth of 40 degrees. 
From 1400R to 2100H Company It!" ,.,hile moving to. seize Objecti",e ., A" 

encountered several NV A in the rice paddies on the northeastern approachea 

to the Otjective e,t'ea. The majority of the NVA were dead, !iva (5) NVA' 

were killed by small gInS as they attempted to withdraw to Objective ".4". 
Five NVA, PeJif's were CaPtured. 'As Company "I" closed on Objective "A" 
r(3sistanee incrcasod., fires in 'the support of the attack wore poor to 

1l0A existent as a result of a cOntin.ms check firo·. PO"l's captured 

indicated th"at the N'lA unit on Objective "A" was the remainder of the ~ 

Battalion engaged. ea:t'lier. Company "I" was unable to penetrate the b'llAkBr 

e,t'ea en Objective "A" and was ordered to withdraw to YD 2656a;3 and resume 

the attack in the morning. 
At 1710H Company "L" oonsolidated Objective "0" (YD 259671). 

At 1815H Company "HI! while securing Objective ''13'' made contact with 

four (4) NV A and e!g~ed with small arms, rp.Bulting in f.ur (4) NY!, KIA!s 

confirmed ..... Heavy prepgati,.n fires and fixed l-ring strikes li"ere conduoted 

Ob Ob.;ective "B'I. . . . 

At 2000H Company ''M'' seized and consf"lidated Objective ''B''. During'the 

attack thirty C:~O) NVA KIA's were found on the ~jective •. Six (6) IWA 

were killed by Company ''M'' elereents J;lursuing by fi:re as the enemy wi thdrev. 

The WA, KIA's were attributed .to fixed wing, artillery preparation fires 
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-. 
and ground assault tire T:1e ob'jectin "as .llelieve4 to hlCf'8 'been d8!~dea. 
by not less thaa one (1) FV A CompaAY. The £ollOWing weapons aJlj1 aJDIlutttmn 
was c a,ptured. 

1 51mm Recoilees Rifle 
11 SICS's 
6 AK-47 's 
2 RPD Light MG' s 
i 7.62mm TIeavy MG w/ tril'M 
2 RPG-2 lalIDchers 
1 M-16 (!T~ recovered) 
2 51mm Recoiless rifle rounds 
2 RPG-2 rounds 
7 RPG Fuses 
At 213GB: Cepany "LII eng::ged three (3) NV! who were moving across the 

perimeter with M-79 , B and small 1#1118. The area will be sea't'ched at first 
li8ht. 

~y :18. At 0600H Company "LII reported that a sear<.:h of the at'ea of 
last nights probe disclosed on.e (1) ~TV A, KIA. 

At 0100H Compan,y "M'I reported a further search of Objective 'IB" 
(YD 249660) disclosed the following weaPons and equipment: 

1 AK-47 1 82mm m&rtar sight w/ case 
At 1200H Company III" a.ttacked and seized Objective" A", light 

resistance was encountered. The following weaPons and equipment vere 
captured~ 

1 .AK-47 
15 RPr ... 2 rounds 

1 ~c essory pack & whip 
i Ibs TNI' 
4 Gas masks 
1 ell i Com grenade 

1 
1 

antenna (US, 
2 
3 

Barrel for 1.621nm lIMG 
Handset 
AN/PRC 25) 
Pa:Jks 
Rifle grenades 
Misc. documents 

At 1230H Battalien elements made 
while sweeping area of Obj ective #1 • 

sporadic c~ntact with fleeing ene~ 

. ~t 1250H Com,.,any "M" observed three (3) NVA in the open at YO 250654 
and engaged with sma.ll st'mB resulting in three (3) NV A, KIA's confirmed. 

At 11)OOH Company "L" reported discl"tvering one (1) NVA body at YD 
260662. One NV A, KIA confirmed and the following equipment oapturedt 

1 Cat'tridge belt 
3 Chi Com grenades 
1 Helmet . 
At 1700H the Ba.ttslion a",!'3umed OPCON of Companies "B" and "D", 1 at :an, 

9th Mat"ines • 
.At 1BeOH Company ilL" at YD 2'55654 discovered 1 RPG-2 rocket launcher. 
At 2~OH the poei tions of the Companies were as follows: 
Company IIIJI YD 253610 Company "D" YD 261657 
Company ''M'' YO 258665 CP "YD 238647 
Company "1'1 "YD 254645 Company "B" YD 260648 
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.28 May 68. At 163Ci1 Company nLH at '!D 255652 sl.8hted one (1) NVJ approx­
imately 50 meters from friendly positions. The NV A was taken under fire 
by small aL'ms resulting in one (1) NV At KIA confirmed. 

At 1400H at YO 245670 after heavy prepe:ration fires Company "L" 
attacked and encountered he &vY resistance from a unknow size ene1l\1 
unit fighting from a well prepared position, tanks and gunships were 
ueed to break ccnts.ct. Contact ilL" at YD 247673 broke contact at 1815'1. 

}\t ,Z300H the positions of the companile were as fe-llows: 
Compan,. ItI" YT) 254653 Company "K" YD 23B1)41 
C91Ilpany 11'1)" YD 25~66 Company "BIt& ItCP' 10 263655 
Company ''Mit YD 258665 

2J May 68. At 0045H Cempany "M" engaged wi th small arms and artillery 
, to 4 NVA moving in fr~nt of the lines resulting in one (1) ?NA, POlY. 

At 0130H an estimated group of twenty (20) NVA broke through Company 
''Mil's lines, Company "Mil engaged with small arms. The company sustained 
two (2) KIA's and one RPD Machine Gun was captured. The e):'ea was sea,l:'ohed 
at first light ancl the following equipment was found. 

2 Packs 1 $--47 magazine 
200 rounds, AK-47 am::no. 1-~isc. 782 gear: 

At 132511 Company iiB", 1st Bn, 9th Marines discovE!['ed two (2) NVA, 
nAla, One (1) ~47, 4Ch1 Com grenades, 4 AK''''47 magazines, 1 (T,aJ3 mask 
and one first aid kit. 

At 1600H Com1Jany liD'; 1 st Bn, 9th Marines while sweeping through 
the area of contact at YD 253662 CaPtured the following equ1prrent: 

5 SKS' s 2 AK-47 ' s 
3 12.75 Machine Guns 3 Mounts HG 
2 Sights 1 Hbrophone 
1 Set earphones 1 57mm Recoiless Rifle rouM 

50 Chi Com grenades 5 RPG-7 rounds 
At 164 '5H a Comp any "M" S-2 so out 1\ bsE!['v ed aJl NV A hid ing in the 

brush. The Beirut engaged the NV A with aJl intrenching tool. The NV A 
threw a Chi Com and was killed by small a;t'ms. 

At 16'5'5H Company "V' elements discovered one (1) NVA, KI~ at YD 
243699 t the :NV A was unarmed • 

.At 2100H Company liD", 1/9 sighted 4 to 5 1)E!['sons moving towa:r.d their 
lines at a distance of 50-100 meters. Company "D" engaged with small arms 
and M-79 IS. Ten (10) NVA were sighted at 2135H. O)'uxveillance was maintain­
ed of the area with a starlight scope. 

Company "L" YD 245674 
Company "I" YD 250658 
Company "B" 1/9 YD 248657 

CODl»arlY ''l'f'' YD 2';1669 
Company "D" 1/9 YO 25~662 
CP YD 261657 

jJ Me.y 68. At 0200H Company "L" reported nUlIJ3rous sightings of NV A 
trying to break thru the lines. The enemy were engaged with small &'1'88. 

A s8a1'ch at first light rave aled one (1) NV 11, KIt • 
. Company "D", 1/9 at 0930H observed four (4) NV ~ 1llOVing east toward 

their lines at YD 256665. Tho NV~, were engaged with small at'lDS.4 
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• -search at first light disclo8ed one ']WAf KIA confirmed. 

At 0745H Company Irs:', 1/9 csptured three (3) 1iTVA t ro-1I ., and three 

AK-47'r" at YD 251660. ! 

At 0830H C-ompMY IIB", 1/9 captu.red seven (1) PO~f's at YD 248660. 

At 11000 the Battalion assumed ')PCON .r Cempan,y It!!', '/3. 
At 1550H Compall3' uD", 1/9 was chepped from O:nCON. 

At 1600H Oompany ''B", 1/9 was chopped from OPCON. 

At 1630H a search of the battle area (YD 253658 to 245612) 

revealed 47 NVA IaA confirmed. The KIA's were a. resu.lt of air, artiller, 

s.nd small arms. A tota.l or 18 pr1eeners were captured on 30 May 1968, 

the prisoners were da.s.ed, de~ra.lized 8lld exhauste4, only light 

resistance was encountered. -

The following weapons and equipment were caPtured. 

4 RPD Machine guns 7 AK-47s 
e SIcs 2 12.7 He avy Machine guns 

1 75mm Reooiless rifle 1 RPG-2 Rocket lalU'lcher 

2 82mm Mfrtar baBe plates 3 RPD Drums of aJlUIIlllition 

15 AK-47 Magazines wi allltllWli tion 600 Cal. 50 rounds 

2 Batteries 71 82mm rJIortg rounds 

2 60mm Mort at:' rounds 4 Cans 82mm mortar fuzes 

1 82m Mortar bipod 7 Cans propellant ohat'ges for 

2 Tripods (long legs) for 60mm IDJrta1' rounds 

1 2.7 Machine gun 25 RPG-7 rounds 

2 Tripods (short legs for 11 RPG-2 rounds 

12.7 Machine Gun 2~ RPG pI'Opellant charges 

~2 Chi Com grenades 2 75mm Recoiless rifle rouDls 

1 DH-10 Mine 1 .AT Mine . 

3 Cans 82mm propellant charges 17 Helmets 

20 Shovels 150 lbs Rice 

Misc. NVA 782 ge~ 

At 1800H the Battalion Was chopped from OPCON 9th Marines to the 

3d Marines. 
31 May 69. At 1010H Company IIL" elements at YD 242612 di8Covered the 

followil'l8 weapons and equipment: 
. 1 12.7 Heavy Machine Gun w/mount 

and shoulder h~ness 
2 SKS , 
1 5Tmm Redoiless -:?if1e round 
2 Helmets 

2 Rffi- Rocket Lsunchers 
2 AK-41s 
4 82mm Mortar: rounds 
7 AK-47 Magazines 

1 M-16 
Jt. S._~t.Te-¥ons re cover~ 

1 M-14 

4 M-60 Machine guns 

At 1142H at YD 246668 C~Il!Pany "L" uncovered four (4) NV A bodiest 

and t.'1e following ordnance: 

215m Recoiless rifle rounds 1 57mm Recoiless rifle round 
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At 114211 the ll.attaHoP aJl~a.. lSI:IcnW' ~ 'Hal Xa. 'Ttl! (YO 282668) 
and was establishing a comba.t operation!! base. The looati.on or the 
Compal'lies were as .follows: 

c.p. 
Company "K" 
(Jompany 'lJ1" 

TIl 218663 
YD 265648 
TIl 258658 

CQmpany "I" lD 261632 
Companl "L" lD 282668 

.At 1430H at YJ) 268657 C'.ollpany "M" discovered 29 bunkers, the 
bunkers were destroyed • 

.At 1845H Company qe" while firing ~n calls received six (6) 
short rounde, no casualties were sustained, a check fire WaS called 

.-
l!Mlosure ( 1 ) 
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HEAl>tUARTmS 
. ;4 Battalion, ,a M#1nea 
3d ~ine Division (Rein) FMF 

FPO San :F'raneisco Calltortaia 96602 

• 
COW_of Jopiea 
... , Position, RVlf 
5 Mq 68 

Battalion Operation Order 9-68 

Time Zone H 

Reference.: ~~ Map 1: 50,000 AMS Shea t 644 2 IV f Sar ies L 7014. 
9th MaTinee msg 052200Z May 68. 
9th MaJ'ines Frag Order 20-68 (~aration Kentuc'q) 
dtd 050525Z Ma.v 68. 

Task·crganization. 

3d Ba.ttalion, 3d Maxines tt Col. J. ~J. MARSH 

Company tiM" (Rein) Capt- McADAM 
Detachment, Btry "C", 1/12 (FO TeSlll) 
Detachment, B&S Company 
Detachment. 81mm MortaX' Platoon (FO Team) 
Detachment t Medioal Platoon 
FAC/TAc:P TeaJD . 
Detachment, Headquarters Co., 9th Mat-ines, (Sniper Team) 
Detachment, 3rd MP Bn, (Dog TeaJll) 
Interpreter, In MAF 
Detachment, 3d Engineer Bn. 

CompanY ''K'' (Rein) . 
Detachment, Btry "C", 1/12 (10 Team) 
Detachment, H&S Compan.v 
Detachment, 81m Mortar Platoon (FO Team) 
DetachlEnt, ~dical Platoon 
Detachment, Communications Platoon 
F AC/TACP TeaJll 
Detachment t ;d Engineer Bn. 

\. 
' ..... 

Capt. FRAlUC 

Detachment, Headquarters Co-., 9th Marines (Sniper TeaJD) 

Compan.y ';L" '(Rein) \ 
DetAP.hment, Btrl "C", 1/12 (Fe Team) 
Detachment, B&S Company 
Detachment, 81mm ltbrtar Platooni (FO Team) 
Detachment, Medioal Platoon 
Det~bment t Communications Platoon 
F AC/TAr2 Team 
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Interpreter, In MAr 
Detachment, :5d Engineer Bn". 
Detachment, Headquarters Co., 9th Marines (Sniper Team) 

C9lllPany "1" (Rein) CaPt. LEBRACK 
Det~hment, Btry ne", 1/12 (FO TeeJD) 
Detachment, H&S Co. 
Deta::hment, 81mm Mortal' Platoon (FO Team) 
DetoohlOOnt, Medical Platoon 
Detachment, Communications Platoon 
F AC/T ACP TeaJll 
Detachment, Headqual'ters Co., 9th l1arines (Sniper Team) 
Detachment, 3d MP Bn., (Dog Team) 
Ki t Carson Scout 
Intezpreter. III M.AF 
Det~hment, 3d Ehgineer Bn. 

1. .§ituation..s. 
a. Eh~ Forc es. 

( 1 See current intelligenoe summsrys. 
b. Friendly Forces. 

(1) The 9th Mat'ines commeroing at H-H01.n' on D~Day conducts 
offensive operations to looate and kill or capture enemy personnel, locate 
and destroy enemy installations, capture enemy equipmetnt and or supplies. 

(2) The 3d Battalion, 9th Marines IJX)ves to A .. , to umover position 
am. conduct operations in accordance with reference (C). 

(3) The 1 st Battalion, 9th Marines and the 1at Battalion, 4th 
Marines will resume normal AO's except as alIlended by ~eference (b) and 
(o). and conduct scree~ng operations west of the 17 gJ!!d lines. 

(4) n-te 2nd AllVN Battalion will conduct normal operations east 
of the 20th grid line. 

(5) 'lhe 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines will be tn direct SUpport and 
d.eliver heavy prepgration fires prior to D-.I>ay. . 

c. tttaohments and Detachments. 
1) ~9 task organization. 

2. Mission. 
a. Seize Regimental Objective II A" at YD 188698 a.nr:l Battalion Objective 

One at YD 175698 on D-Day and be prepat.'ed to continue -the atta::k on order. 
" 

,. Execution. 
a. Conce t of er tiona. 

1 Commencing at H-Hour seize Regimental Obj ective "A" with one 
(1) compaAY (rein). 

(2) At H-ti hour seize Objective 1 with one (1) company (re:in). 
(,) Upon seizure of Regimental Objective "All :reinforce with one (1) 

company (rein) and Battalion Command Group and establ1.Bh a two (2) company 
defensive :perimeter. . . 

(4) Upon seizure of Battalion Objective 1 coz:\sol1da,te a eompaD3' 
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defensive ~erimeter. 

(5) Conduct BJIlbush patrols at last ligbt on D-Day and continue the 
att~k to seize Battalion Objective 2 at first light on D+1. 

(6) See Annex itA" (~eration Overla,Y) 

b. Compan.y "I" (Rein) •. . m Commencilg at H~ hOllI's move to the attsPk position at 
YD 198703, commence the attack at R .. DOur to sebe and consolidate Q:,ject:l"8 
"An. Be prepared to support or reinforce movement of Company "L" in trace. 
Be prep8l'ed to defe.lld the eastern sector of ObjectIve If A." and eetablish 
ambushes in the vicinity of YO 196698 and YD 192692, oontinue the attack 
on order (»+1) to seize Battalion Objective 2 in coordination with Compaa,y 
"L". See Annex "A" (Operation Overlay). 

c. ''Mil Rein. 
1 Commence movement at H-ti hours to en att~k position a.t 

YD 168713, attack at H-Hour to eaiza and consolidate Battalion Q,jective 
1 t on seizure conduct a..Qg'ressiTe platoon.<pa:trols 500 meters to<the sOUth 
covering the stream. Be prepat'ed to furnish a night ambush Patrol in 
the vicinity of Hill #38 prior to last light on D-DaY. Be prepared to 
support by fire or reinforce the main attack on Objective 2 at first 
light on D+1 and continue the attack on order to seize Battalion Object­
ive ~. 

d. "L" Rein. 
1) ~t H~ hour on order follow in traPe of Company "I" on 

assigned a:x:is of advance to consolidate the western half of .Regimental 
Objective "A". Be prepared to support or reinforce Company "I" in 
seizure of Regimental Objective "A". Deploy an ambush patrol at last 
light at In 183702 on D-Day, continue the a.ttack on D+1 on northern axis 
of advance to seize Battalion Objective 2 in coordination witl1 Compall3' 
"I". 

e. "K" rein Reserve. 
Be prepared to deploy from the C-2 Position as R'eserve 

H~licopter Borne ReaPtion Force. l-bnitor the Battalion tacU:oal net 
on a 24 hour basis remaining on a constant 15 minute alert. iEnsure p;-e-· 
parations are me,de to depart C-2 on a permanent basis. Updatoe the Heli-
copter WENe and serial assignment tables based on avai1abilitiy of 2 
OlI-46's per wave. Ensure key billet holders, crew served wea,pons and 
other ori tical equipnent is spread loaded. Select a secure toading zone 
outside the wire at the 0-2 Position. 

!. 106mm Recoiless Rifle Platoon. 
(1) Ellsure one TID Section with 22 rounds of REP, 2 :rounds lP, 

are st~ed with 2 mechanical mules for immedia.te deployment ¢In 3. 'i5 minl1-te 
alert. Organize heli-teams in accordance with APpendix 1 to Annex a. 

\ UBOO©U$$UWUm 
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~i" g. B1mm l-brtar Platoon, ..- . 
l.o . 0 (1) Be prepa.red to initially support maneuver elements by fire. 
~ . Commencing on D+2 be pr&pared to deploy one T/O Section by helicopter 
to j from A-3. .Anununi tion will inc 1ude 9:) HE rounds (heavy), 10 WP rounds 

I and .10 illumination rounds. Organize heli-teall18 in 8'oordanoe with 0 

AppendU. 1 of .Annex C. 

h. Coordinatin Instr'uctions. 
1 :o..Day 6 May 68. 
2) H-Hour 0530H 
3) ~sure maPhine guns ~e employed with the T&E mechanisms and 

tripods to the max5r:mIn extent praetical. 
(4) On setting in the p1iiority of work in defense will be as 

follows: . 
(bal Post local security 150 meters from friendly lines. 
( Position in crew served 1.rea,pons. 
(0 Select and prepare defensive positions. 
(d) Clear fieldn of fire. I 

Man crew served weapons continously. l~
e)~ Lay communicati0,f wire. 

Elnplace claymore mines, trip fla't'es and other obstacles 
as appropiate. 

(h) Prepa.t'e slit trenches and trash pits. 
(5) Set the lines at 1130H. 
(6) stand to alert 1830. At '900H commence noise and lieht 

discipline. 
(1) RefER'ence Points. 

(a) Gems 1764 
(bj Gir Is NalIl8S 1566 
(0 Coins 1868 
(d Metals 1673 
(e) Soaps 1670 

(8) Ensure air panels ~e carried. 
(9) Parimeter machine guns will be fired only on order of the 

Company COllunanders" 
(10) »laura lines of connnunications and resupply are not blooked 

by defensive positions.; 
(11) All forCes required to be heli-lifted wi],.1 be faJlliliar with 

the helicopter w~e and serial assignment tables contained in Annex C 
and will conduct a detailed map study of the L~LZ 100 ations ful.'nished 
in Annex C. 

(12) All rifle companie~ will prepare helicopt:er Wave and serial 
assignment tables based on availability of 2 CH-46's per wave, with a 11ft 
c apabili ty of 1'j oombat lOaded troops per CH-46. 

4. Administration and !ogistics __ 

a. Spot reports will be submitted as per occasion. Submit initial 
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report with basio information a& soon as possible, torwa1"d 4OIIrP1ete 
information by follow on report. 
, b. An up to date Mad 'I1)tac roster will be torwat'ded to the 8-1 via 

Battalion Administration on D-1. Deletions as a result of rotation, R&:R 
and oasualties will be reported as BOon as possible I\1"ter the individual· 
leaves the field. The 8-1 will provide the 8-3 with ertective field 
strength at OlOOR eaPh day. 

o. Casualty reporting has been slow and inROO1D."ate·, casualty reports 
wi11 be provided to the S-1 not later than ~- hour atter 'the Med 1l.'vac 
is completed • 

. , d. Normal resupply req,uests will be received by the 8-4 by 2100H ter 
the following day. 

e. Under normal oircumstances caSUalty evacuations will not be . 
attempted until the enemy force at the point of contact has been neU­
tralized. 

r. Med llJvao will be requested only tor the mst severe cases when 
a unit is engaged. 

g. The following items will be staged on the LSA for other than 
routine resupply requests. 

(1) 'nass 1 

f§100 MOl 
b 10,000 salt tablets 
c 100 bottles halizone tablets 

(2) Class II, , 
rar" 20 pair jungle boots (assorted sizes). 
{b) 40 pair jungle utility trousers (small R). 
(0) 40 pair jungle utility ooats (small R). 

Emergency tOOdical supplies for 2) caaualities. 

\
dj 24 bottles ringers lactate. 
e 30 intra cathers 
f 24 small batt Ie dressings 

(g) .~ 12 medium battle dressings .. 
(h) 1 bOx 3 inch ace wraps. 
(i) 2 arm splints. 
(j) 1 box 4 inch S'e wraPs_ 
k) 1 box 2 inch rolls gauze. 
1) 2 thomas splints. 
mj12' portab Ie stretcher 
n 28 cotter sets. 
o 2 AN/PRC 41 Batteries 
p 2 AN/PRC-25 Radios 

ClySS III 
( a 2-5 gallon ce.ns gasoline 

4,. J. 
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(4) 01 e IV 
12 picks 
12 shovels 
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100 5 foot fence posts 
1 sleeve of concertina (24 rolls) 
1000 sand beg s 

Class V. 

m 10,000 rounds 7.62 linked 
b 200 rounds 60mm mortar HE 
c 25 ,200 rounds 5. 56:nm 

!dl 4 - '.5 WP rocket rounds 
e 75 LAAwts 
f 422 rounds, ~ 79 

1

9j 300 grenades, ~26/M-33 
h 20 rounds, 106mm REP 
i 2 rounds, 106mm AP 
j) 100 rounds, 81mm mortar, HE heavy 

(k) 10 rounds, 81mm morta;rt illumination 

~
ll10 rounds, 81mm morta1:', WP 
m 4 demolition kits, complete 
n 100 feet, time fuse 

(0) 30 blasting caps, non-electric 
(p) 8 - ~8 Gas Launchers 

~
q) 10 trip flares 
r) 30 grene$ies, hand, smoke ye110w 
s) 2 flame thrower units, complete 

• 

h. The following equipuent will be caTried by 'the individual as 

appliCabt2~l: 21 rounds, 45 Cal. 

1 
260 rounds, 5.56:nm 

3 4, M-26 hand grenades 
4) 1 CS grenade 

50 M-79 rounds per grenadier !
5~l 1 TfP grenade 

24 salt tablets ' 
8) 1 bottle halizone 

10) shaving gear !
9) 3 filled canteens 

11) 1 bottle Jlk)squito repellent 
12) 2 Malaria tablets 

(1 3j 2 pair socks 
( 14 1 can foot powder 
(15 mosquito headnet 
(16) 1 poncho 
(17) normal 782 gear 
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(18) long sleeve. shirt 
(19) 3 )J}I 
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i. EaPh unit (aPProPriate level) will ctf):'ry the following items 

in the quantities indioated below: 

(1) .,..(n~s~n~. 
a 2 TA-1 s pe company headquarters. 
b 1 TA-1 per platoon headqus:ters. 
o 1 TA-312 per ooDIP8!I.Y headqUSTters. . 
d 200 meters communioation wire per PIt. headqU&'t"ters. 
e 400 meters oommunioation wire. per Co.' headqua1'tars 

1
f BOO meters communication wire per Bn. headqua1'tere. 
g 1 Air Panel per fire team 
h1 st~light scope, mounted end carried on ~16 per PIt •. 
i) 12 nylon su-etchers per ColltpaJlY. . 

Class IV. 

1§11 file per platoon 
b 1 machete per squad 
c) 1 grapling hook per company. 

(~) Class VII 
9 claymore mines per company 
1200 rounds, linked, 1.62 p~ M-60. 
150 rounds, 60mm mortar per oompany. 
1 E-B gaB launcher per platoon. 
1 trip fla:r:e per fire teaJlle 
6 grenades, hand, smoke, yellow per TACP. 
6 grenades, hand, Brooke yellow per llOmPBn1 heaAq1la't'tara 
4 grenades, hand, srooke yellow per platoon headquarters. 
2 grenades, hand smoke, yellow per scauad. 
2 e~h, illumination grenade/GSC/RSCfWSP par Plt. 

Company and Battalion Headquarters. (kj 20 pounds, C-4 per platoon. 
(1 50 feet, time fuse per platoon. : 
(m 15 blasting oaps, non-eleetr1c per p~atoon. 
(n 72 LAAW's, 1-3.5 rocket launcher, 4-3.5 ~iP rounds par: 

Company_ 

. 5. COllWWd and COlll1!wUcations. 

a. Command Group Alpha. 
Canmanding Officer w/Radio Operator 
~ ~ wI Radio Operator 
2-4 wI Radio Operator 
ALO wI 2 Radio Operators 
S-2 
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81m lobrtar Platoon Oommander w/ Radio Operator 
Communications Officer 
Sergeant Major 
2 Journal Clerks 
R~1menta1 Tac 11 Radio Operator 
Regimental Tao #2 Radio Operator 
Battalion Tac #1 .Radio Operator 
Battalion TaP #2 Radio Operator 
One Corpsman 
One utility Radio Operatcr 

b. Oommaad Gr~gp Brwo. 
Executive otficer 
S-3 AlPha 
S-2 Chief 
~1 

S-4 
Chaplin 
HST Team 
Aroorer 
Ba.ttalion Surgeon 
Battalion Tao #1 Radio Operator. 
Battalion Tac #2 Radio Operator 
Regimen:tal Tao #1 Radio Operator 

Both Command Groups will initially move with Company "L" on 

Si~als. . 
( 1 Commence and Cease FPF. 
, (a) Company "I", Red star Oluster. 

(b) Company ilL", White ')tar Cluster. 
( 0) Company "M", Gr een st a"t' Cluster. 

(2) Yellow Smoke - Mark friendly lines 8Xld/or m. 

~
3) Red star Cluster - Enemy contact. 
4
5

) Red Smoke - Enemy Position. 
) WP - Enemy Position. 

!1a.Phasis use of Mad E'lac frequency (45.7) one e Mad Evac~ha.s been 
summoned on TACP Net. 

ANNEXffil 
J'. Operation Overley. 
B. Intelligence (not 1ncluded). 
C. Hell-Borne JesuIt Pl8X1 (not included) 
D. Fire SUpport Overlay (not included). 

R.F. FINDLAY JR. 
Major t U. S. Marina Col:'ps 
S-~ 
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R. F. FINDLAY JR. 
Major, US Marine Corps 
5-3 
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Iaeutenant Colonel 
US Marine corps 
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IIEADQU~Tms 
3d Battalion, 3d Marines 

,d Marine Division (Rein) FMF 
Fro San Francisco, Callt'ornia 96602 

Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines 
COtll!ilanding General. 3d Marine Div:i:'ai'on. 
Commanding Offic~, 9th Marine Regiment. 

Combat Operations After Action Re~t 

JWM/BDA 
25 May 68 

Ref: (a.) 9th Ma1' ines Fr ag Order 20-68 (Oper at ion Kentucqr). 
(b) ,d Battalion, 3d Marines, Frag Order 9-68. 

Ehclt (1) 3d Battalion Operation Order 9-68. (excluded) 

1. Code name not ass igned (Opera.tion Kentucky). 

2. Dates of Operation. 0530H 6 Ma,y 68 to 0430H 18 May 68. 

3. Location. Quang Tri Province, Gio Linb Sub sec tor ,4rea. bounde~ by 
GL upper left GL 1572, upper right GL2272, lower left GL 11)64 and lower 
right GL 2264. 

4. Task Organization. 

3d Battalion, 3d IvIarines ' 
'1 Helicopter Support Tealll, Company a, 3d Shore Pa.'t'ty Bat·talion. 
1 Scout Dog Team, H&S Company, 3d MP Battalion. 
4 FO Teams, Battery a, 18t Battalion, 12th Marines. 
1 Interpreter, III MAF 
DetaPhment ~ineers, Company a, 3d 1:ngineer Battalion.' 
2 Scout Sniper Teams, H&'3 Company, 9th Marine s. 

5. Supporting Forces. 

a.. Air SUPPort, 
1. Fixed wing oombat aircraft were used in two dif:ferent roles 

during the oper ation. 

a. Direct Air SuPport. Support conducted duriog tile ff6 cond 
day of the operation which was not close to friendly troops. This typ~ 1 
of support was directed'by an AO against targets of opportunity in areas '. 
w:here friendly troops w~e eventually.to sweep through. 

b. .Close Air Support... '!his type 9f support was' primarily 
used during the rest of the operation. It was primarily AO 'controlled 
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with AW/F AC Team providing some adjust1!1ellt upon oeoas19n whicll WM £e­
la:yed through the /IJ. Ordnance was drOP}Ted. vithin such close proximity 
to friendly j:rOOPI;I tha.t careful control of' the fixed wing aircraft was 
vital to prevent injuries to friendly forces. 

o. The main problem encountered in the use of fixed wing 
aircraft WaS the reaotiontimerequired in ,getti~ ai1'Oraft on station. 
In most ea.ses, from 45 minutes to an hour were required before fixed wing 
were on station. This is too lo~ a time when a unit is on the move ae 
it denies that unit sorne of its .flexiibUity by causing it to hold up and 
wait for fixed wing to be run. 

2. IIelico:eteree 

a. All resupply was condu::ted by helicop1iGrs during the • 
operation. One flight of helioopter gunships was used during the operatlon. 

3. Compat Air Support Missions. 

6 ~y 68: Negative Air SUpport 

7 May 68: 
Heliborne 212 controlled by Catkiller 10 a1: YD 205648. BDA, 

25 meters of trench line de strayed. Two structures delStroyed. 

Iovebug 317 oontro1led by Catkiller 10 at YD 197648.- BDA, 2 
figh:ting holes destroyed. Two AW positions destroyed. 

" " . ,," Lbvebug "19 contI!.o11ed"' by"Oa.tki.l'l,elp10.,tLt_-'~ 1.~"4-e.-:.,'B])'Aj' 5 
fightibg-holes"destroyecl.. One,gecond:ary"'e±plosibn.~": 1r I:' >~", , -'_"\' '-:~~ -.,:; t , __ 

,: ~:. ; . ; .. '" ,.~ '. ,,'., • ',:." ... '~ .-~', "~-,"<:. t '.~: 

Hellborile 522 controllea.;rby;Fingerprint 51 at YD 201643. BDA, 
1 AW position destroye~, Ona_ AW position dam!€ed • 

. :-' /" . :'"" ,";:,,<,:", ,. ~ .. ~ ...... :.:..( 'f'~' :.',1-;' 

. , 'Hellbor.ne 557 oontrolled'by eatkiller 10: a;rt YD,21,64,;-_i'B!l)A, 1 
str~ we, 2 fighting hole s de stroyed.-" One seC'oI'ldary' .lJ[plo.Sion. ':u,' \,<' nv 

Hellbbrne'·558· controlled~b1'Cat!d.ller' 1o.a.""t';n ,~209653.· 13.1>A, 
2 structures and two fighting. holes destroyed. 

Hellborne'561 controlled by Catkiller 10 a-t YD 197648. BDA, 
one AW position damaged. Two fighting holes d_es~royed .• 

-. " .. ,' ~.. , ", ;~, -;", .' ! ... ": ~ . " ' :, .... 

, "::," sMay6!h' -, '_, ,>" "LtC ; .. -"_. - ""'f.,'.',;" 

Hellborne 505 controlled by Catkiller 11 a-.t YD 1866. BDh 
nEgative~,· '. . .:.~ 

n~_l!ec!c 509 controlled 'by£atkiller 15 am YD 1866. BDA, 
one killed by air • 

• r ... $." 

, 
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Tide 0' oontrolled by Catk:lller 46 at lD 1765.. D])A. 2 

bunkers and 3 fighting holes destroyed. 

Hellborne ?~5 oQnix;Jlla~ by ~tk1ll~ 4~ at YD 1756'5t;. B'nA, 
one blmlmr rleetroyed. 

t:{ellborne 506 controlled by Catkiller 17 at YD 18ti6. BDA, 
ne{,'a~ivQ. 

Rallborne 567 controlled by Southern Oecar at YD 1866. BDA, 
negative. 

9 Hay 68: 
Seaworthy 4-1 and 4-2 controlled by Catkiller 15 at YD 1764. 

BDl, negative. 

Hellborne '543 oontrOlled by Catkiller 1'5 at YD 16"4. B1)A. 
one killed by .air. 

10-11 May_6S: JTegative .Ur cru:oport. 

12 Ma.y: 68; 

Ringneck 511 controlled by Catkiller 44 at YJ) 1566. B1)A, 
2 bU"lkers damaged and 4 fighti,ng holes destroyed. 

lovebug' ~08 controlled by Catk:lller 10 at YD 174668. BD1, 
2 bunkers destroye~ and Me secondary explosion and fire • 

.1l:-18 May 68: N "!gative Air suppor t. 

b. .£.lliler,y 1uppor.b. During this operation much empbaeis was plSled 
on saturation preparation fires. However, many of the 1I1iS'310n9 were .' 
a~justen, l:lotll pre'Oa.1'ation fires and ta.-cgets of opportunity. 

6 l!a.y 6e ... 

(.1) Preparation fires ....ere used extensively utilizing the fire 
support plan which was part of the 9th l!a.rine s hag Order 20-68. 

(2) This lIla.'''3ive saturation preparation tire covering grids 1569, 
1669, 1169, 1869, 1568, 1668, 17-':8 and 1868 was fired by our direct 
support batteries of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines, general support 
batteries of tl:le 4th 'Battalion, 12th Ma.1'ines, Army batteries of the 1st 
Battalion, -40th Artiller.v and '/hiskey batteries of the 1 st anrl 2nd Batt­
alions of the 12th Mac-iIl9s. Total expenditure of rounds on this partioular 
preparation fire Was over 121"'() roun~~. 

(3) 'rllI'oughout the daY, tat'?ets of opportunity were fired by 

direct support bBtter1'.'I.ILlW)~W~18I» . 
I 
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(4) Night defensive fires were adjusted in by the direot suppar~ 

batteries. 

7 May 68. 

(1) Adjusted preparation fires were utilized in support of ground 
movements. 8upressive prepa,:ration .fires handled by genel"al support also 
~rere used. 

(2) Dirac t support batteries fired on 10 and 15 JTV'A respectively 
at YD 166689 and YO 185681. Batteries "E" and ''F'', 2nd 13attalion, 12th 
Marines responded with timely' and accura.te fire. Cover.e of the ta1'get 
areas w~ excellent. 

(3) !-Tight defensive fires were fired in by the Direct ~ort 
Batteries. 

8 May 68. 

(1) Suppressive fires were heaVily utilized to fsell! tate a 
chango of patnl bases. In aCldi tion to the suppressive fires, adjusted 
prepa1'ation fires were used oxtensively. 

(2) Battery ''F'', 2nd Battali"n, 12th Marirtes fired on 12 NVA 
in tho open at YO 188665 with unknown results. Later heavy contact was 
made at YD 171661 with Battory "S", 2nrl Battalion, 12th Marines as the 
firing Battery. Lar.'!:J numbers of rounds were expended with excellent 
effxt on the .targets. 'hile moving in this area the Battalion took 
between 21)0-100 enemy rounds of artillery and mortars. Countor batterY' 
fired by general support WaS not cff'ctivc. Pn enomy IOOrtal' at YD 100657 
was fired on by Battery "F", 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines with unknown 
results. The direct support BattalionJ 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines was used 
to noutralize enemy contaCt at YJ) 184656. 

(3) Night ,::1.(!fcnsivc fires were shot by direct support Battalion 
which were usod throughout tho night to suppress enomy movcmn..nt. A SOal'ch 
tho next morning disclosod no }nTA bonics. 

2 May 68. 

(1) Again, a massive prepa.l-'ation fire was use~ to sA.turatc grids 
YD 1665, 1765, 1666, ~na. 1766 in preparation for movement. . 

(2) BatteryllBf"i, 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines fired on 1"'-15 NVA in 
the epen at YD 177641. Another group of 40 NVA were spotted at YD 119645 
and consequently this mission was given to the AO. Coordination between 
the AD and a,"!:'tillery· could have been better at this time. 

(~) A TOT was fired on YD 160640 using the direct support Batt­
alion. Tl1e~ fired a battalion 2 (2 rounds) with one repeat, target cever­
~e was excellent. 

(4) Night defensive fires were utilized and adjusted by the direct 
support battalion. 

[.tnJ~~ 
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(1) Adjusted prep&r'aUon fires were utilized in support 0"£. smaller 
units working out of the patrel ba~e. . 

(2) Tat-"gets of opportunity included bunkers, living quarters and 
suspected enemy post tions. The 'Direct SUpport Battalion handled the fire 
missions on these targets. ' 

C'~) H&I fires submitted from this T.losition. . 
(4) Fight defensive fires were ret~ned from the previous night. 

Probings at Y'D 100645 iy 5-10 NV A were repulsed by firing several of our 
night defensive fires. 

11 MaY 68. 

(1) Preparation fires consisted mainly of adjusted preparator1 
fires end ta:rgets of opportunity. Five (5) NVA were sighted at YD 161648', 
They were fired upon wi th WlknOwn results. 

(2) The same night defensive fires were retained from the pre­
vious night. 

12 May 68. 

( 1) Few target s of o,p crtuni ty torere fired th! s daY. 
(2) Night dofensivo fires were adjusted using Batteries "I)", 

"E" ann. "F" of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Harines and Ba.ttery ''C", 1st Batt­
alion, 40th Artillery, US.A. 

(3) Targets of opportunity includod b~lkars, known ene~ positions 
and suspected assembly areas. Later, night defensive fires were used to 
neutralize enemy probings. 

13 May 68. 

(1) 'Jorking out of their latest patrol base, all FO's utilized < 

adjusted preparation firos and targets of opportunity during their day-
tim~ activi tras. The direct support ba.tteries plus batteries fnm 
general support continued to pounrl known enemy positi8ns, bunkers, and 
aasombly araas. '!hare was an cycellont covor~e of targots on ell missions. 

(2) Night n.efensive fires were retained from the previ~u8 night. 

14 1-113.1 68. 

(1) Preparation fires and suppression fires were used t. shield 
friendly units as they continued to search the area and destroy bU'lkers. 

(1) :~ight defensive fires Here retained from the previous night. 

~~ 

(1) A i5 minute satura.tion preparation fire by both direct sup-
port and general support batteries WM known to have deetrvyod 4bu.p\lmrs •. 

I 'I ~2 Eml~~) 
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Other adjusted puparation fires use" in SQ:pport of da,yt1me aPt1v1Ues 

came !'rom general sup. fue to tl;\e op&ration b~i~O our WS'3t, 
direct support was no lable and oonsequently we r d many 

general support batteries tha.t (3l:e slower to respon~... defensive 

fires were retained from the previous night and H&I fires were submitted. 

16 Ma.y fiB. 

(1) Saturation prepa:t'ation fires were fired in advance of units 

moving eut of the patrol base. Blocking fires were f~od by the last 

elements leaving the night position. 
(2) "~right defensive fires 'tiers adjusted and lLH fires It'ere sub­

mitted. 

~7 Max 68. 

(1) Two saturation preparation fires of }O and llO minutes dur­

ation preceded the movement 011t of the patrol base. There was an ex­

cellent coverage of t~et on both preparation fires from direot and 

general sup~ort. 
(2) 1):i.rect support batte:ries imprOV'ed. their reaction time on 

targets of opportUllity. 
(3) Night defensive fires were adjusted for the remaining 

companies that night. 

18 11aY 68. 

(1) In order to accomplish a stealthful move back to the A-3 

Position under the cover of darkness no scheduled or adjusted misl3ions 

were called. 'Throughout the operation this com.mand was extremely satis­

fied with the ov"!Xall artillery support. ",Ti th the exception as noted above 

artillery did a fine job in supporting the battalion. There were times 

when they could have been faster, but the volume of fire was impressive. : 

The massive preparation fire of 6 May 68 in ,"lhich 1200 rou.nds were expendecl 

\-la9 indicative of tho volum:l of fim we :eccivGd. Throughout the operation 

more than 16,000 rounds 1tflre expcndc d. 
(2) Units RToviding support. 

105 Ml1 - Battery "D", 2nd Bn, 
"Battery !'E!I, 2nd Bn, 
Battory "F", 2nd En, 
Battery ''H", 3rd Bn, 
Battery II A", 1 st Bn, 
Battery "13", 1st En, 
Battery "C", 1st Bn, 

4.2 rm: -

12th Marines 
12th Marine s 
12th Marine s 
12th Marines 
40th N.'tillery, U~A 
40th Artillery, USA 
40th Artillery, mA 

Battery "'JII, 1 st Bn, 12th Marines 
Battery 111/", 2nd En, 12th Marinos 

53 Phclosl.U'O (1) 
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1s,m ....... ery "KII, 4th Bn, 12th Mar!iv~ 
~ez:;r "L", 4th En, 12th Mar!n~ 

'Battery ''MII, 4th :en, 12th Marines 

6. !!Uf;o1.].JgeDOEjI.,!. Prior· to :the atat't of the operation, intelligence re­
ports indicated large enemy units in LeathGr'.neC'ltSqu$"8. '!be order of 
battle showed the 52nd RegiMent, 320th Division to be operating in the 
southern portion of leatherneck Snuar9 aloJJg with the 64th Regiment,,20th 
Division and elements of the 27th 'Independent Battalion. '1eEPY contaPts 
by other Marines and JJ11TI'T units in the southern part of leatherneck Square 
verified the preseme of large enem.y units. The enemy was supported by 
a't'tillery and chose to stay and fight from well dug in post tiona. DurilW 
the cperation there were light contacts and a heavy COfttact was gained 
on 8 MaY 68 with en estimated NV A Company. Although no larger elements 
were encountered. the bunker complexes, number of weaPOns captured, ene1lO" 
equipmnt and supplies founrl. con!irmed the presence of lat'!e units operatil8 
in the area. One of the enemy groups emountered at YD 1 <2611 was a 
securi ty element gua,l."ding a large base camp. The unit w~ supported 1>1 
artillery ~~d adjusted approximately 500 rounds on our attacking forcea. 

Two prisoners of wer stated they were from tho ;rd (h., 92'7th Bn, 
~4th :t~t. of the Ba Vi Fiver Division and the 2nd. Co. 37th lin, of the 
Bach Dang ~vision respectively. . 

'Lbe terrain botweon tho 71 and 66 grid lines in Icatherneck Square are 
charactorizod by extremely heavy vEgetation of/ering excellent conceal­
ment. f710m a:ir and ground observation. Cross country Ul~ve~ont is limited 
to several intorsoctillg trails brolmn by infrequent streams and lowland. 

'"'lII$X'sh. The heavily vogotated draws and gradual slopes offer little 
ventilation or r':lief from heat. '!be rate of movement throUgh these 
areas during the summer months will,averege between'200-300 meters per 
hour. Grids 1176, 1769. 1870 and .1869 dfferthegrElatest restriction to 
movement. The east-west streams~e readily, forde.d byfMt troops with 
the exception of the stream bettTeen '1:'ruc Son and. Route 41" 

"WA forCErS could easily operate in. this area in' strehg:ths up to and 
including ~visionlevel ,.,i thout detection from air. lWidqW9 points to 
the fact that '!WA elements in this gea favortbe heavily wooded draws 
100 ated in close to fresh water an" routes of night ingress and' egress;'­
The positions were not e'3tablished for coordinated, mutually supporting, 
defensive post tiona but spread out over a large a,rea.l'he enemy positions 
were constructed as living bunkers as opposed to fighting holes offer-
ing good observation and fields of .fire. Fighting holes and trenchl1nea 
are located on higher groun(l. in position to oommand the approsphas'into 
the harbor sites. Li.ving bunkers f~ outnu,"UbsT. the fighting'holes. Con­
struction ~d st~ing of supplies and arms was .o.eUbera'te and appears 
to h/1V'c beon ~oo:mpUshod OVGr the; past 2 months. A baSic sketch of tho 
org-enizetion of one of tho complmros i3 onclo8od. 

North-<;outh 1nf11 tration app.,a:rs to havo boon conduc't8d "q'ia the follow. 
route: YJ)'s 111..5125,143708, 187695, 16268~, 17~672t 180662 and 159669. An 
c9timatnd }TV ~ Regimant was asscmblad in an Qlaborate coinplex> of 

~'" ..... 
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• • small pockets in the vicinity of the following -oo<Xt'din.&tea, YD 174664, 
YD 177671 t 172(;54, 179651). 175p63end 18366"f. 

Terrah-

River Crossings; . 
lD 169712 Vater knee hjgh, good water point year round. 
YD 173696 ~.Tater knee high, good water point. 
lJ) 172671 'Tater point would dry up in hot weather. 
YD 157659 Good water point yea:r e):'ound. 
YD 1,1702 '''ater Point 
YD 172670 '3tream, water point. 
YD 188707 Good water point. -
YO ~03667 Good water point year ~ound. 
YJ) 19866; Good wa.ter point, stream good running water. 

V'Set a.t ion. 

YD 1871 High vegetation, scrub brush, fast moving deployable e,t"ea. 
YD 1970, YJ) 1971 Vegetation moderately thick, does not haJllPer move­
ment, goe s in to flat at'ea with hedgerows. .After cressing river at YD 
191702 brush beoOllfjB very thick. Paddy areas. 
YD 1968 Sliehtly thick, there are paddy areas and fields ,r elephant 
grass. 
YD 18t;9 Fields of elephant gr ass. .At YD 185695 it gete thicker wi tb a 
6 to 15 foot canopy. 

. . .. -

YO 16';8 Partly cleS"L' with occasional hedgerows, towat'''l bottom of grid it 
gets thicker. Tall gTSSs and sparse groups of trees. 
YO 11;64 Brush, knee to ~.,B1st high, easy movement, gets thicker near 
bottom of grid, hard navigation. 
Y!) 17"0 Good move1ll3nt, mostly clear e,t"ea with little brush, ':leavier brush 
toward southeast corner of grid. 
YO 16";7 Light and IIX)derately thick foliage covers most of high ground. 
YD 1764 Terrain is moderately -thick with many small elopes, western 
part of grid ha 3 some thic k brus..lt. 
yr) 1166 Terrain is slightly thick, many trails, movement is good. 
YD 176, MOderately thick, hilly, low brush, many good ambush sites, good 
water points, large draw. 
YD 1866 Hilly, moderate brush, small pa.ddy area in mitldle of draw. 
n 2066, 216'5 Easy movement, fla.t area, light brush in most of area.. 
YD 1769 Thick, lots of underbrush and elephant grass • 

• 7. r~issi('1n. 

a. At H-lIour, D-Day attaPk an'" "leiza R8gimental Objectivo "fl". 
b. Continue AttaCk on order to seize Regimental Objectives "n" and 

o. Deliberately destroy all installations in zone of ~tion. 
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8. Conoept of Operation. 

a. Commencing at H-Hour seize Regimental Objeotive MAft vith one (1) 
reinforced eomp~. 

b. .At H + * how: s~i2.e ~Uo.li .... 14 ~'\,.j~";l,....,o .J}, v:l.+h. <mo (1) rain­
foread company. 

c. Upon 8C3iZurB of Rcgiroontal O'bjootivo "A" rcinfol'Oo with ona (1) 
company (rain) ella. Battalion Command Group and establish a two (2) 
eompany defensive porimeter. 

d. Upoln seizure of 'Battalion Objective -'f1 oonsolidate a eompan,y 
defensive perimeter. 

e. Conduct ambush 0atrols at last light on D-Day and continue the 
attack to seize Battalion Objective #2 at first light on D-Day ... 1. 

9. Execution. 

a. Change %1 (9th Marines mag 052200H May 68) to 9th Msl'ines Fr~ 
Ordor 20-68 was received directing the 3rd :Battalion, 3rd Marinas to sa-· 
cure Objoctives "A" and "D" in thC3 zone of action formerly assigned to 
the 1st Batt/llion, 5th Ct;tvalry, tat. Air Cavalry Division. As tho BattaUon 
swept the zone south from A-'5 to the northern ridges of the Cam 10 Valloy 
othor MRXine units from A-4, C-2, C-2B and 0-3 were to furnish !'Jcracning 
and blocking actbritios to tho ~st along Routa :# ;61. Companies "I", 
"L" and ''JoT'' were briefed and othorwiso prepared for depArture from .A-~ 
at H-HoUt' established a.t 0530H on 6 May 68. 

On D-DAY Repimonta1 Objective ".A" (YD 181699 and Battalion Objoctivo 
#1 (YD 173698) were secured by Companies "I" and "W' respectively by 
1200H at which time Company "L;' pr&csedecl al'ound CompellY' III"'s western 
fll'll'lk enroutQ to Battalion Objectivo #2 at (YD 177687). By 14000 oxtrome 
heat and thick vegetation had pa'3scd a serious detcrGnt to continue 

. movoment. lIhi lEl pushi!'1-€ through heavy brush in thG vicinity of YD 182695 
enroute to Objec tive ;'$2, the Ie ad elmlPnts of Company "I" emountcred 
twe (2) NVA sleeping ncar a series of living bunkers. 

'lho NV A were eng~ed as thoy attamptod to withdraw from tho e).'Ga 
A.lld kille~. by small arms. Simultaneously Company "I" olamants wore en­
gaged from sevGral concealed positions and ~'lOre forced to withdraw behind 
a scrc(!n of C8 gas la.voo dO"Tn by an E-8 launcher. 'lover/,\l he"1.t casualties 
"rcre incurred as a rosult of the extreme tcmporE1.turc cOuPlod wi th a 
requirolIl'lnt to don gFl.s masks to counter~t the effects of the C9 Gas. 
CC'mpany "I" WI".6 dirooted to hold up and consolidate A. night position in 
the vicinity of YD 184699 while Company "LII continuad on to seize Object-
iva 42 without incident prior to last light. . 

Company "11" remained in position at Objoctlv(J ·f-1_p.s _pl~ed on tho . 
night ,f D-Day_ Company "M" received heavy probes on the lines between 
062200H and 070400H. ::m.cmy clomcnts wore engaged on three (3) occf.\sionse 
A search of the FI.re~ conducted by Compl'l..l\Y "Mil at first light revealod one 
(1) pris.ner of war cRPturl3d while ASleep not IOOre than 100 lllctor9 from 

a COMpMY ''I!'' ldston!ng Post. '.hila gO_bing tho area Of ii~B~m 1 
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sooond NVA was ob~orved mbvin~ re,pidly away from the position and was 
killed by small armq. Two (2) individual \\'0 a,pons ware capturod along 
wi th sever al .i terns of NV A gear and Company "Mil proceeded to Objective 
#2 as planned without incident. . 

Company 'llJl was. directed to establ1eha blocking position in the 
vicinity of YD 188686 to cover the movement of Company ilL" to Objeotive 

. #2. ;..Jhile moving to the assigned posi tion at 070830H the 2nd Platoon of . 
Company "L" made contact with an estimated squad of NV! at YD 179687. The 
enemy withd."t"ew raPidly as the Battalion employed close air support and 
artillery in support of the engaged platoon~ At 09:50H the NVAwere once 
I)gain encountered by the 2nd Platoon of Company "L" approximately' 200 meters 
east of the first contact. The enemy withdrew imrrediately upon conhpt. 
Two (2) friendly 'WI! (med evace) ,·rere sustained,and no enemy KIA's \-,ere 
confirmed. . 

At 1310H on the afternoon of 1>+1 Company "I" while closing on Obj~~t .. 
ive :l.l2 was heavily eJ4gaged by a squad size element of NV A a.t YD 182692. 
The point elements returned a heavy volume of fire on the enemy position. 
The enemy withdrew and Company "1" employed artillery and air strikes to 
cover the evacuation of casualties, preua;re Objective JI5 and Regimental 
Obj ective D for continuation of the attack. Enemy artillery firooon-

,tinued to hammer the Battalion elements on Objeotive #4 along with 60mm 
ancl,82mn mortars. Counter-battery measures appeared to be ineffective. 

,Summary of Battalion hag Order 9b--68 

Companies "I" and "M" were dirocted to oontinue the attack on Obj ect­
ive #5 and 1) at 1650H, with Company "I" moving on the right flank in the 
vicinity of Company "L" previous ong~ement and Company "M" moving on the 
left flank up the draw at YD 174()70. 

, As the Companies assumed attack formations and moved southeast on the 
'forward slopes of Hill #36, elHmy artillery fires increased in intensity 
inflioting heavy casualties on Company "I".. Company "WI oontinued the ' 
attack on the left flank with lesser resistanoe, Company "I" was shifted 
to the left flank to move in trace of Company "M" in order to avoid what 
aPPeared to be registered enemy defonsive fires blocking the avenue of 
approach betW8en YD 17"70 and YD 172662. As Company "M" pushed. forward 
resistance increased on the left flank, mortars, artillery and small 
arms fire were encountered with increasing intensity. Company "WI 
oontinued to attack toward defensible'ground in the vi~inity of YD 177668. 
Tho. ground "'aG defended by appr.oximato1y 65 NY' A. Company I'M" quickly 
formod for tho, assult and the enemy were physically routed from the area 
and wi thdrow toward Objective "1)", Continous artillery and air e.trikes 
wore called on tho wi i;hdrawing enomy as Companies "I" and "H" consolidated 
a two (?) company night defensive position. Just prior to last light air 
strikos were called~ wi thin 100 meters of the friendly lines. Oo:r:pany 
"1" and tho Bravo Command Group remained on Objectiv~ #4 on tna night 
of D+2, and were subjected to enemy mortars and artillery until dark. 
Although it was not possiblo to accurately estimato onomy m()Ii!!l:_~.~~_~., .. 

. \ M~~U$~~~) 
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and" att:ll~~i :rQCcalTSd', it ,waa generally egreed thf1tinexceB80t~500" " 
artll.lorl ;t"~a~: an4 SPpr 9.ti'mately the SalOO· Ji:wnbe~ of 1ir:)rta'rs1i01'e , " 
d.eliy?~'Od'9J1triendly wu.t J3 D.y' th.e NtA:' ,Frieil.dlyloss.~s 'lilcluded 9 ltIA~8 
ari<l:»'1:t.tl'"a tq.rC)~li9;U.:t, the 'ifas.lihilll!$ ,c~altlea were not yet deteT-' , 
1Dij1ecl e.t-,1~t.l.J.eht.~ , ... , ' , . . 

. ~ -•.. ",' '·~~··I ":-:"';",-i'"':-"" ~~ •. 

. C~pany 1'L" was directed: to prooeed at first light to Regimental 
Objectiv'a 'T" a.t YD 16264J with the Battalion Bravo Command Group. 
C()mp~y "Mil was d,irectedto sweep the area of cont~tand seize Hegimental ' 
Objective "1)", with Company "I" following in trace commaming at 05300 on 
D + 3. Upon seizure, of Objective liD" .both companies were to 01080' on 
Reglmeni;al Objective IIF" with pompany' "L"prior to last .11~t ~on D,+ -, • 
. ' o:>mp~ ''M'' while sweepi~ the area. of the D ..: C 2 coritaotdiscoVered 
cleven (11J NVA RIA's and several individual and crew served WElEQ;>ons as 
well as the most elaborately prepared positions yet encQunt~radby the 
~attalionduring 'Operation Kontuck;y. It was apparent that :at leas.t a., 
Battalion size unit' had opposed the IIl)vement of' the Battalion on D+2. 
After completing the search of the area. Companies "I" and "l'tfl olosed on 
and consolidated Regimenta.l Objective ''F''. Company "L" while closing 
on Objective ''F'' discovered an NVA aJIIbush (squad size) aPparently oriented 
to engage Companies "I" and ''Mit awroaohing from the east, pc>mpany "L" 
111l11ediately deploYed and brought the NY! under tire,c&usin8the NY,A 
to withdraw while sustaining t"TO (2) NY! KUla (confirmed).', In that 
Regimental Objeetive "FIt wa.s not located on defensible terrain a Battalion 
:~~fl.on was established at Y!> 173645. ' 

Much difficulty was exPerienced in consolidating the Battalion Posit­
don ,'&tid'-cotldnati!lg 'r-e8,upp'iY!'aB ~J\.!~ul1t! ot,:;h~j. !fi.~-cns$.'bt ittWn 
't'1e645i,taktng: ll~:e ,'cir;t,twaen'.1the!-i1 ri)·Bat,taJj;on;;f26tlf MuilsBl :amtlJt{ vall 
-:eri~hedN9'i:A·jrtmb'$. '.' an~J; :~i a.ild~-lIladhiilEJ'!ecun :r.j.ra-rt"~ 1tti:Ls aon'tiPt­
'JIlaae;~tne i"or.Jd,rd",lopes '!·oe th~ .BattaltolLpU-si'tlj;on; untens)lle :,rlmtf.1,shGl'tly 
'w:t-Oi-e vla's-t> 1l1Sbt-.'; .. . . . 

. Search and destroy operations conf'luctedon D+4 and D-+5 cctdirmed 
_~~1_~_~:nM~ej;~on'scot.">~~~8ive enemy harbor sitee and euppls c~hes 
to t~e im\ll9dia.te north of Objective "F". It was in this cOlllB3ction that 
Frajf(OrdeX:' 9d~'6e.~ lissUed: d1ree:t'111lr'Co;iparw'·~r:: tOlc;€et.dUi''e_'ai.::)1fltt.dl 
:~ :irrtnifvic1.rii-tf ior<yn ~·:t.~76M:;'Wni;l1"eColBlIanl"6tr,rU''1·ahd··.l'rl~~&tabl1shed 
Ca'Batt,a,lroh "(-"')lftrong<point'pa;trdl'·bssEf .in"th'EftVi.ciiniiryl of'~:l'iD 168657" t,11 ' 
"i'helOO'Vt;ment was "co1np1:'etQdwfth'Out;,'imidence 1and' pO:§i t.,t·~nB~~W~oe (is~~blilshed 
~,i.hteridell b,.~1400H~-Oh!D+6.(;~:':·"'.' 'iCy' :;,:", .~:,.:)"; .. ;~:-!~::; '.101:: t.(', ~\-:h~';,; on 
> .',;;'. 'IUri~ ~l!hi!" 'PEi:riod'~D+ 7:;thr11:'lT-f8::all'fdbJBll'ahi"tl ei'eo.Mmtat:1e~tji.e::. 
seaNh :an~' de'lStr.oy hpe»Ation-s~ \iithin.' If 2"OOO'.;mEii;er ;r~b-lf dibo'~pa:~N~ 
'bas:g~ (It! .was' hcieuntj;lhthis~:tj~ ith1i'tr1thEr:·:~:tu:aL-:e:atent .<Jtj 1lh'e.pN'M D.~--; 
;pObl tiorts" 'Was' :reaU:i~.... SUppl-y 'cannes; .harbor: .j;tt:l8":VJaPona13air~ ttghting 
pOS'iti<ms 'a.isd'OV'ere<l"lclear1y'cont-amed <the ree~nt·'dOb~ti3.0nt· df> .. t1i'e '} 
are&1b1'ian;~stint,~ted:':"'; to '5' NV,A 'Batta'libns c 'lrf::ia. generalf';~e1t; bo\lldc;by 
-8.'t~:flte 'loCated a.t-, 'YD '1'77611 ,YW466~:<'1Y')~53."1r'26')4:1Bnd·)I'1-"?~;: Jf~_ 

. it~~,;~,.;; " ~;::: ::;';;~:",~: :~~:"'::\:;:;:;:;:::,~ ,;~~;~'~[ ~;l":'~~ :~:' -.m~~ml 
~(:~' '~~~,~:, ~;',\~;; ':~; ::,','_';~,-,:-",.>~.x::-:, "~L:;":';~:':; ';:~~~:,::;. ;~~:; :~,";~~ (:;~)~:'j,~~:~~ , ,.-.----
n(f{:.~_·;'·.!:.2 . ..;:·'_ ~~~-!~(':~, ~ ... tT~~'; -:;..,;:~~ 1'1 ... :t .. :_~," :.:~_:.,.:J .... ,'1. (~ . .,;', ~ ... -:';;;1..r~ 
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"Mil also disoovered an extensive bunker complex and. supply caohe at YD 

160670 whioh 'was pa:t'tia.lly destroyed by recent Aro .. Idghts evidenoe 

clearly indioated the NV A: incurred heavy losses of personnel and equ1piDent 

and. ev~uated the positions in great haste leaving behind en impressive. 

oolleotion of ammunition, weapons end supplies. 

Evidence equally point to the faet that poei tione looated in the 

vicinity of Obj ecti ves #5 and. #6 were hastily evacuated d1.U'ing the 

atta:::k by Companies "L" and ''Mil on 8 May. 68. Although the searoh end 

destroy operations oonducted between.D+7 and D+9 netted a impressive 

oollection of enemy weapons and equi.pment as well as evidence of heavy 

ClMualtloS,: there was no evidenoe of major enemy elements remaining in . 
the immed.iate area. 

D+10, and D+12 were devoted. to limited search and destroy missions 

in connection with the Battalions movement to the A-~ Position via YD 

212692, 183700 and. 196716. 

a. ll'~'iendly losses included 9 ICIAts and 41 WIA's and 45 non battle 

casualties Med EvaPs. Non battle casualties were prima1'ily due to heat 

disOl'ders, 32 non battle oasualties were returned to the field for duty. 

b. Bhemy lOsseS include d 41 confirmed KIA's and :5 prisoners of w~. 

A total of 361 bunkers (including a battalion aid station), ·a well and 

:5 ammunition dumps were discovered and destroyed. 121 indi~idual and 

19 crew served ',rea,pons were cspturedc , 

c. The fa llowing weapons and equipmmt llare oaptured, " 

12 
01 
11 
06 
05 
22 
07 
01 
06 
01 

. AK-47 's 
Sniper Rifle w/ soope 
}O Caliber Carbines US 
M-1 Rifles 
Browning Auto. Rifles 
MAT-49s (Frenoh) 
Chinese Burp Guns 
M-79 Grenade Launcher 
M-16 Magazines 
30 Cal. C at'bine Mag. 

Crew Served 'lleaPOns. 

0) RPl) Light MtChine Guns 

28 
01 
14 
02 
01 
08, 
01 
38 
74 

01 12.7 Soviet Heavy Machine Gun w/si(jlt 
02 50 Cal. Heavy Machine Guns 
01 7.62 Heavy Maohine Gun 
03 50 Cal. Tripods 
03 50 Cal. T&E M:lohanisms 

j 

i 
SKSI S 

, 

Sniper Ri.fle Case 
M-16 Rifles 
IJ.'hornpson ',SUbme.ch1ne Guns 
Grease GWl 
Chinese .!'Uto. Rifles 
Soviet 7.t62 SUb-Maoh .. Gun 
AK-47 Ma3aziries 
Assorted Magadnes 

...... 

01; 7.62 ChiCom Heavy MaPb5.ne Gun Type 57 w/tool kit, ~('~-w:'e 

barrel and bi-pods. 
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, 
01 RFG·7 Launcher 
03 6. MortaL' bi-pods 
0; 60m1il lbrtg base plates 
03 60nm Mortar Tubes 
06 60mm Mort~ Sight s 
01 ,0 Cal. Machine Gun ring sight 
03 82mm 110rtar aiming stakes 
01 82mm MortaL' base plate 
01 82m Mortst' bi-pod 
36 Drum magazines 
02 60mm MOrtar Cleaning Rods 
02 RFG-2 Ie.unchers 

Small Arms Ammunition. 

180 
01 

6596 
7555 
1525 

500 
670 
500 

Rounds 5.56mm 
Mag. 1.62mm crimped cartridges 
Rounds 50 Cal. 
Rounds 7.62mm ' 
Rounds 7.62mm (linked) 
SIC.S Rounds 
Rounds 30 Cal. (linked) 
Rounds 9mm 

Mines. 

38 DH-10 claymore mines 
21 TM-46 AT mines 
39 Z-10 AP Mines 

Munitions. 

.50 
42 
09 
76 
22 

233 
771 
01 
05 
12 
04 
01 
(J'f 
11 

218 
07, 

Oan increments 
RR; ... 2 Charg sa 
RPG-1 Charges 
RPG rounds 
RIG -7 roun,ds 
60mm mrta.r rounds (NV A) 

"82mm JlX)rtsr rounds 
60um mortar rounds (US) 
LAAW's 
82mm Reooiless Rifle rounds 
82mm Illumination rounds 
57m Reeoiless Rifle round (oannister) 

, Smoke grenades 
. Bangalore Torpedoes (hoaemade) 
Chi Com Grenades 
Fragmenta.tion RUle Gren8lies 
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24 Shape cha:rge Rifle Grenades 

Demolitions .. 

380 J'uSes 
123 Blasting OaPs 
500 Feet Detonating Oord 

89 LBs m 
50 Feet Time Fuse 

353 Prilll6t"s 

Oommunication Equipment. 

05 'Batteries 
350 Feet Communioation wire 

01 OHM meter 
02 Wire cutters 
01 Siren 
02 B~s eleou-ical equipment am radio pat:ts 

Jthdical Ebuipment. 

04 Uni t one type medic a1 bags 
03 Firqt Aid Packets 

gineer J1lluipuent t 

10 MaPhette s 
11 PiCks 
03 Shovels 
24 Intrenching Tools 
04 SaWS 

Individual Equipment. 

16 Steel H9lmets 
06 Sets 8Bsarted clothi~ 
18 Packs 
06 sets miscellaneous oooking equipnent 
91 Gas Masks 
02 Rubber Recoil Pads for Rifle 
03 Pair NVA Sneakers 
08 Ponchos 
01 Wrist Watch 
05 Packages Chewing Tobacco 
01 Leather Belt 
03 Rioe Bags 

\. 

05 MOsquito Nets 
09 Ha1mnocks 
M RPG Pack 
10 Ohi Oolli Grenade Pouches [liUiu~J 

. 
E)1 

\. -. 
EncloBlR'e (1) 
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02 Cartridge Belts 
02 Binocul~ Cases 
06 Canteens 
12 Shelter Halts 

Hieoellaneous. 

6555 Lbs Rice 
02 Rifle Grenade Att~hmentB 
02 NVA Flags 
Of Chinese Fl~gs 
15 Feet rope 
05 Assorted documents 

11. AdministrAtive Matters. 

a.. Supply. 

e· 

03 Oil Cans 
01 Typewiter 

(1) The prescribed loads for the operation were signl£1cantly 
reduced as a result of extrema heat conditions antiCipated. Certain 
critical items of resupply auoh as water and Class V vere prestaged on: the \ 
tsA, to compenSate for the reduced individual loads. (See paragt'a;ph 4 • 
of enclosure (1). \ 

(2) Resupply sources were generally responsi" in meeting .. wide 
range requirements levied during the contact of the operation. 'loW8Ver 
delivery means were found on several occasions to be non..comlllWlicative, 
inflexible and laPking in initiative. Consistant with past experience it 
was noted the LS~ either ignOt'es at' eannot a'bhere to the supply delivl£7 
priorities established by the Battalion Commander, even though. the 
Battalion CommandeJ:. had clea't'ly established his resupply priorities with 
his 8-4 (rear) in Dong Ha, these priorities were frequently disregarded 
for no aPParent reason. On one occasion resupply was scheduled for 070011 
in order to distribute ra-::ions and complete the major troop DDvement 
prior to the hottest hours of the da.Y. 

The helicopter echedule for this lift was not available at the time 
requested. Rather than diverting another air craft with a lesser priority 
the Battalion was required to remain in position until 1000H awaiting 

·resupply. lhring the period no effective attempt was made at the ~A 
" to apprSise the Battalion as to the status on delivery. Consequentl¥ 

the Battalion was unable to commence its required 100Vement until 1145H re­
sulting in a definite decrease in effeotiveness as a result of extreme 
heat oonditions which could have been avoided. It is worthy to note 
several externa.l loads were delivered to C-1 and A-3 while the Battalion 
remained in position awaiting resupply. 

(3) Delivery helicopters made no oonsistant effort to advise 
attaohed HST personnel as to the oomposition of payloads. Cortsequent1y, 

. during periods when rifle companies were operating £rQm separated patrol 
bases, pers·onnel and materials were unloaded in other than the desired LZ. 

: I ~~~UM~frlIml 
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• 
Bren when communications were olesrJ..y established. between JIS'.r and the 
delivery heI1c~ter, insu-\1Ctions; and LZ msking were ignored, further , 
compounding problems associated to pC"sonnel and supply distribution in 
the field. These difficulties and several others not lIentioned above un­
duly affeot the abill ty of the lIaneuver element oommand to arrive at a 
olear estimate of) the situation. There is an Obvious requirement for 
oloser oomnunioat!ons and coordination between the manuever Battalion, th. 
ISA and the DASC (HD), if the maneuver elements ~e to be afforded the ' 

'f-lerabili tt -reqUired for success in oombat. The Shore Pat'ty Battalion, 
must either reassess its internal fun:Jtloning or restate its professed 

, oapabUit.r. 
, . ~4) A final point in helioopterresupply is the periodio lack 

of sensitivity of the pilot to the nature' of the LZ and man. on the 
ground. On three separate oocasions the helicopter erlsr-nal load was 
dragged on the ground prior to release. 

Full plastic water bottles and CMS were destro~d and the preoious 
water spilled. On ether occasions the pilot landed at some distance rrom 
where the HST had indicated, blowing over command post shelter, raising 
clouds of dust and necessitating an extensive trip for tbe SUpplies to 

, the desiren supply point. 

b. Maintenance. 

(1) No particulat.' problems were experienced in'thie aJ.'ea con­
sidered worthy of mention. The Battalion brought a Radio Technician 
(2841) to the field and experienced a mal'ked increase ~n radio and tele­
phone operation and reliability. 

c. Treatment and Evacuation of Oasualties. 
, 

(1) '!he Battalion surgeon aocompanied the Battalion (-) to the 
field which sjgnificantly contributed to the welfare o~ sick and wounded 
in the field. , 

(2) When casualties are Mad Evacedit is frequently the;case 
that 782 gee:c, weaPOns, etc., carried by Med llNE¥lS was not able to be 
loslad on helicopterewith the lfed Evaoed perso."lnel due to space/weight 
limitations. This necessitlates loading personnel in the maneuver element 
with additional gear, which remJoes mobility and proportionately increases 
non battle caSUalties due to heat and exhaustion. 

d. Communic !itione. 

(1) During the operation continious cOlllllunioations was maintain­
ed by the Battalion with all subordinate units and with all stations 
moni toring requir ad nets. - ,; 
, (?) The field expedient swi too ooa"t'd eonsist~ of 5 line pspks 

so'ldered in an empty m3-22 operators pack served as an adequate sub-

, , , 
\ 

etitute for the heavier and unmobile SB 22 switchboard' •. wire comllJUllicatione 
I . - · 
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was used as the primal.'1 IIBans. t4 l)oa!ll)nioations in each of the patrol bUG/ 
defensi-ve ~aitions -occupi9d 'during the operation. . 

(3) Two AN!PRC-25 radios were destroyed by hostile forces, but. 
were ra;pidly replSJed from a resupply dump pre-ataged' at the Dong Ha 
LSA w D-1. . 

(4) 'Interfereme on assigned f'requencies resulted in ~erbled 
communications on several occasions. As an eXamPle Hasty Foot {2nd . 
Battalion, 26th· Marines) is assigned the s~ frequencies as the. ~d Bn ••.. '., 
3rd Marines. On several occasions transmissions with Battalion units in 
contact have peen 'lIlt~ted and garbled as a result of' Hasty Foot tran­
smissions. 'l'bis area is of' most Imm?diate concern and should be remedied. f 
As a result of' the loss of a AN/PRC .. ':!j radio during CompaD1' "I"'s oontact 
of' f> Ma.Y 68 the Battalion was assigned a spat'e f'requeJlCY 59.45. This 
freque.ooy was continou.sly interf'ered with by "Chipper ~ark;" which is 
app8t"ently the call sign of' a convoy control element. Mad ;~ao fre-
.quenoies also interf'ered with 1:t-ansmissions On the Battalion prlm~1 net. 

e. Medical Evaluation. 

(1) Heat casualties were in a laTge number of' cases, personnel 
with less than one month in country. Several of' the heat c.ksualties 
eVaCuated wsre personnel previously eVacuated f'or the same X'easons. Each 
heat casualty exPerienced during the operation is being re-t,-valuated 
vi th an eye towQ1."d reducing similar problems in the future. : 

, , 
12. Special EQuipment and Techniques. 

, 
a.- Dog teams were extremely effective in loca.ting concbealed b'W'lkers 

8l1d supply storage areas. ~ 
I 
! 

13. Commanders Analysis. 
I 
I 

\ 
a. The operation was generally termed to be a complete'; success in 

reference to eqUipment, weapons and ammu.ni tioD captured or dEtstroyed.. 
Even though it was not possible to conf'irm the aotus.1 number lof NV A 
killed durir\g the course of the operation there is little doUibt that 
enemy perso~el lossee were f'ar in excess of the 41 NV A, KIA'; s oonf'irmed 
by body count. This assumption was based on the unusual number of weapons. 
and ge~ left behind by the NVA persmnel occupying the posi~lons attacked '. 
by Companies IILII and "M" at lD 175665 and YD 178667. A seal'cfh of' the ar.a \ 
of' contact uncovered in excess of' 50 £'resh graves end positL~ evidence 
that numerOllS dead or wounded personnel had been removed f'rci.m the area.:--"· 

b. It was sene rally agreed that the units encountered lin the 1766, 
1866, 176') and 1865 grids were assembled f'or a forthcoming a~tt8l3k. 
Phem,y equipment recovered clea;rly indicated enemy intentions: to mine roa:ls 
and ambush Vehicular convoys. Upon completion of the search it was. 
generally concluded 'that the major elements f'ormerly 1n this i area. had .'" 
wi tb<lrs.wn to the northwest, most likely in the vicinity of Lac Son. As. 
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a result of the hesvy vegetation wich prevails in Leatherneck Square . 

between the 71 and 64 grid lines, it would not be to difficult to conoeal 

the fOOvement of large enemy units throueh the Q'L"ea from ground or aiz 

observation. 
1ihemy forces encount91'.'ed did not appe~ to be bent on conducting a 

determined defense of the a;t'ea, but left security units in plaoe to 

break the momentum of attECking rifle compsnies and inhibit the o~ 

abUi ty to conduc t physic al pur sui t. Enemy maz.ota"t"s and aT tillery were 

employed to deny the att~king forces the use of pa't'tioular fl'Ienues ot 
approach and to delaY the advanoe of friendly un! te. It vas not until 

friendq units threat ened to seize the rldgelines at 'YD 172662 that the 

enelD¥ employed artill91'.'Y. Once friendly units fell back artillery ceaseel. 

'!he procedure wa.s repeated when a second attack vas launched toward the 

same e;rea.. 
The enemy posi tiona were well concealed and wOuld have been overlooked· 

had it not been for the time alloted for a systematic and deliberate 

S9aTch of the area.. It is not possible for a Battalion to condret a 

tactical IOOvement and simultaneously expeot the &'tea to be effectively 

swept by the maneuver elements, movement must be completed,' enemy resistance 

. broken and secure patrol bases established before seat'ch arid destroy 

operations &'te undertaken. As an example, 2 rifle companies required , 

days to uncover the entirety of a. bunker comp19x lOcated ,ri. thin a 2,000 

meter. radius of the patrol base. Not only are se~ch prooedures time con­

suming, but the time expended in destroying oaPtured equipment and bunker8 

·1IIlst also be considered. 
'!be bunker storage complex uncovered by Company tiM" on 13 Ma.v 68 

cle~ly confirDBd the effectiveness of the lirc Lights. Evidence left no 

question as to the devastating effect of the bombing on such a position. 

Not less than 30 NY! were believed to have been killed and a m1numum 

of 15 bunkers destroyed. 'lhe NV! had left behind the most impressive 

collecti-ln of wespons yet dieoovered by this unit during Operation 

Kentuoq. 
The organization of enemy positions seemed to be orient~d more towal'4 

concealment than deliberate defense. Nearly all supply oach:es and hgrbgr 

si tes were located in wooded draws and fingers leading to th.e lowland water-

sheds. : 

The major portion of the bunkers discovered were const~ted as 

living bunkers as opposed to fighting posi tiona offering goo d observat­

ion and fields of fire. Fighting holes vere primarily posi t:ioned to 

provide security along trails leading to the bunker comple:J'9s and supplY' 

stores. oPts offqring long range observation were manned an.d on two 

oocasions anti-aircraft weapons were found in or near these commanding 

pieces of terrain. . 

The positions and gear accumulated by the enemy Clearly ~dica.ted the 

buildup occurred over a long period of time, perhaps over a ~ne' month . 

period. . 

b. '!he weather presented. special problema not before eMotUltered with 
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by- the Battalion while operatirlgin the 9th Ma'r'ine AO. Movement vas held 
to a minimum during afternoon hours when temperature roee to a degree 
inoompatable vith effective troop IIk>vement. Routes were plaJUl:ld to take 
advantage' of' existing streams and f'lowing paddy areas. Heavy- vegetated 
areas vere avoided during the hottest part of the day- because of the total 
laok of ventilation in these areas. Movement to the areas to be searched 
was completed prior to first light and duriD8 the early mrning hours 
to _ take advantage of the cooler tempera.tures. 

0.- Artillery alpport was once again considered to be out8t~inK _, 
and contributed much to the 8ucc~.f"ul~·a1taok.:1aPftahed 'OIl 8~,~6~ (J)t.a). 

d. Althoush. the ef'£eots of air dropped ordnailce was unrefutable, 
the delay e~erienced between the time fixed ving VaB requested and air 
arrived on station was totally unacceptable. Of' more serious cOIU!~quenoe 
was the fSlt that the DASC was unable to predict aTrival time of fixed 
wing on station. ~he Battalion Am was advised by DASC that even a rougb 
estimate could not be provided. It is not possible for a commander to 
~stima.te the situtation unless he has a basic concept of fire support 

- agencies available and the time _tobs anticipated by requests for support 
and delivery of fires. .All to often the scheme of maneuver met be based 
on the fire support plan wich is con tr ary to' the accepted procedure of 
planning fire support eround the scheme of maneuver. It is only in this 
manner that the commander ~hives the total flexibiU ty to select the 
best scheme of maneuver based' on the terrain and enemy situation. 

14. Recommendations. 

&. '-hat 1D:)reoperations ot thitj :tlatUrebeconduct&d 1n IeatherMck 
Square. 

b. ~hat Regiment' assign grid coverage des1red,'rather-than (bjectiveB 
leaving maximum latitude to the Bait·alion Commander to seleiet terrain " 
and establish patrol bases based on the'¢ilrrent tactic&];' situation. 
Objectives on a seat."Ch and destroy misSion ere best deducM. based'llll a 
general guidance at the lowest possible level.' , 

c. '!hat the frequencies assigned "to either the 2nd Battalion, 26th 
Marines or the 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines be changed in order. to prevent 
'future interference of the typedirollssed inparagr:aph'11 above. - " 

di That msseges requiring description such as URS not be sent to' --, 
a unit while moving unless the intelligence contained therein is pertinent. 
It is difficult to break shackle groups (KAC-PAC) while,IOOTing. ' . \ 

e~ 'the effeCtiveness of blockingaMecreenL"lg £orcelJ' as pt'esent'17 i 
employed tite of negligible value in heavy terrain such as the'type" 
commonly ;encountered in area of C'perations.' In order fora bl.ockihg , 
faree to be effective it must occupy commanding terrain ne~ the anti:'" 
'Cipated point of contact offering good obaervation and a.eoess to'the -S;t-8$ 
of eontact for immediate exploitation. When such terrain eannotM ' 
located the block IIlUst be IOObile and operawiA ~lo~epiOx!.mi tytothe.-

, - - ~-'"- - :, ,'\:--
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• •• -lDSlleuver element, blocld.Dg suceasive routeis 'of accesa and .. eall (stream 
beda, defilade, and ooncealed trails). Bloold..ng foroes have realized 
1I1&t'ginal success at best and appear to be an uneconomical Estle of empl07-
1ng gt'ound forces. 

f. That incre ased effort be eJCCerted to ensure that resupply 
priorities go to the maneuver element to afford c01ll1DaJ'lders in the field 
greater latitude 5.n selecting his course of action. 

g. That an attenq>t be made to better keep a maneuver element 
inforJOOd as to the ourrent atatue of air suppc:xrt requested. 

roN AID C. HARCHFl' E 
By dirac tion 
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8..' CompBllY' ''M" - Seized Objective #1 and established Patrol Base 
b. Company "L" - Seized Objective #2 and established Patrol Base 
c. Company "I" - Seized Regimental Objective "An and established 

Patrol Base. 
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e. • 
a. Companies ''I" and "M" moved to Objective #2. 
b. Company "It" ~ized Clljective #3 and established Patrol Base. 

a. Company "1" seized Objective #4 and held a defensive position. 
b •. Companies "r' and "M"cCIltinued the att~k thrOUBh Objective 14 

. to seize ClIjective #5 and establish a nisht defensive positiCll. 

a. Caapanies nIH and "M" seized Regimental <bjective ''D''. 
b. AU companies olosed on Rcimental (.'t)jective 'fFft. 

a. .All oompanies continued patrol aotivit1 from Objectiye ..,n • 
. ' 

6. ~ 

a. Company "M" secured Objeotive #7 and established a patrol base. 
b. Companies ''I" and "L" secured Objeotive #6 and established a 

Battalion (-) strong point patrol base. 

7. 1>+7 - D-+9. 

a. Company "M" conducted. a search and destroy operation from Objeot­
ive"". 

b. Oo~anies "I" and ilL" conducted search and dee~o1 operations f'roIa 
Objeotive #6. 

8. l)r10 

a. All Companies oonducted a t~tica1 movement to Objective #8. 

a. Company ''M'' conducted a tactical movement to the ... , Position. 
b. Company ''I" secured' Objective MO and established a nie;ht def­

ensive position. 
o. Company "1" secured Objective #9 and establiah.ed a night def-

ensive position. ' 

10. D+1? 

a. Companies "Ill and "L" returned to A-3 and res-umad normal activities. 
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