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CRGANIZ,ATION DO A 

1. DESIGNATION _~OMMANDm 

3d Battalion, 3d ~ra.rine s ttCol. J. 1,/. MARSH 
LtCol. '07. H. BATES 

1 - 28 July 
28 - 31 July 

H&S Cotq)8IlY 
India Company 
Kilo Company 

Subgrdinate Units 

o apt • W. H. MJ ADAl<'I 
Capt. M. G. MJTIERNAN 
Capt. F. R. MATTHF.,'\·TS 
1 st Lt. F • Sl'ORES 
1st Lt. I. t. NELSON 
1st Lt. R. E. LOGi\N 
Capt. B. J. 1.rILLIlIMSNT 

1 - 31 July 
1 - 31 July 
1 - n July 

H - 28 JUly 
28 - 31 July 

1 ... 24 July 
24 ... ;1 July 

JIr .. T ACHED UNIT S 

COIII9aI1Y nB" (-) 3d Engineer Battalion 19 ... 31 July 

2.. Location. 

1 - 6- July 
6 - 9 July 

10 - 11 July 
11 ... 12 July 
12 - 15 July 
15 ... 19 July 
19 - 26 July 
27 - 31 July 

27 - 31 July 

Quang Tri Province. Leatherneck Square Vicinity YD 168698. 
Quang Tri Province. l1epcleon/Saline AO. 
Quang Tri Combat '3 r .se • 
C a.Ili' J. J. C E;:,rcl1. 
Cam Lo aL'ea. Lancaster II AO. 
o amp J. J. Carroll 
Dong Ha Mountain. Lancaster II AO. Vicinity YD 032604. 
FSB Soan, vicinity XD 938608. Companies 11M!!, 11K" and 
Dr. aV 0 G ommand Group. 
FSB Margo, vicinity XD 903611). COlnpanies ilL", nI" end 
Alpha Command Group. 

3. Staff Off'ice-:- ~. 

Ex:ecutive Officer 
S - 1 
S - 2 

s - 3 
s - 4 

Maj or G.. p. SL},DE • 1 - 31 'July 
tst Lt. D. C. 1-11\RCHErTE 1 - 31 July 
SSGT 1:/. E. IL~MON 1 - 28 July 
1st Lt. H. R. DOUGLASS 28 - 31 July 
Major J. A. RIlIDF1EI~R 1 - 31 July 
1st Lt.. G. ES:!HENFEIJ)ffi 1'" 31 July 
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L-...-~,_..v'v. ",~1)m.~ing.jhe month of July the Battalion oonducted operations in the 
Kentucky, Napoleon/Saline and Lancaster II AO's. The fixst .six days of 
3uly was spent in LeatberneckSqua;re under the OPCON or the 9th Macines. 
NulIBr01lSe()nta.ets~ ;~:r:e _de with small NVA units during this period. 

O.n2.fu ly at, apPl!Qximate1y 0500H Company-flK" received automatic 
and small arms i'1refrolll the vicinity of YD 171693. Artillery' end 81mm 
morlarmissions were' fired and Company ''1(11 returned fire with small arms 
and auto~ti¢ weapo~,. oort~ct was broken and COlIlPaflY "KI1 swept thrOllgh 
the areaofC:'(jnt'act di.se,ove:ring 21 Nt! A KIA confirl1l3d~ 3 crew served 
weapons a..."ld 7indi':vidua,1 weaPons were caPtured. Approximately a half ,. 
hour after COllJlany \tKII gained contact, the Battalion at YD 168692 
received 2() rwnds ofe,n,emymot'tar fixe (6Omm):whioh resulted in 20 
vl:tA I s .. At 081'6lla. CO!Iq)any Ifp unit sighted 8 NV A at YD 169690 and 
artillery an<l 1lIPrtar lll:issions were called., as~~h of the area resulted 
in one NV A Prisoner of 1.f ar. lit 1715H the same day, Company "M" sighted 
two NlA in the open and engaged with small arms fire and artillery, 
late!,' the size of the NV A unit was estimated at 20-30 personnel .. The 
tVA broke contact and a search of the area revealed 15 lWA KIA conf'irmed 
along "rith weapons end eqUipment. 

A second Prisoner of !,'far: vlas captured on the night of 3 July when 
a NV A walked into a CompanY ilL" ambush, the NVA was arIlEd with a RPG-2 
rocket lallncher. 

During the period 3-4 July there were other small unit contacts 
t.;hich resulted in one fr iendly vJIA, nb NV A c asualt ies c _ld be confixmad. 

On 5 3 uly a unit of COllJlany "K" while on a reconmission was taken 
under fire by an estimated 50-70 INA fighting from well dug in p.ositions 
and supported by 60mm mortarRo The enemy initiated the contact with a 
command detonated mine, The Company ilK" unit received 60rum mortar and 
small. arms fire which resulted in oasualties to the pOint squad. The 
other unit s of Company "K" .mre deployed and fiY-ed wing air and gunships 
"Tere requested. Company IIIC'! maneuvered and eztracted casualties under 
the C(]lle!: of air strikes, gunships and artillery. ContaCt was brd:~,n 
at 1400H. NVA Casualties were 15 KIll f s confirmeC'., Company "KI! su:tf~ed 
2 KU t s and 8 WIll I S med €!V as) • 

On 6 3u ly the Battalion :;:'ej oined the 3d l-Ia;dnes fc::lt a operation 
in the NElPoleon/Saline 110. No contaot was made by the 'Battalion during 
the operation and on 10 3uly the Battalion moved to Qp.a.ng Tri for the 
S. U .. R.E. program, the follOWing day the Battalivn was moved by truck 
to Camp J. 3. CatToll hnd $,iJfl':l.med the mission of security far Camp 
Carroll and convoys on route #9. 

On 12 July the Battalion departed Camp Carroll to conduct ambush 
and anti-infiltration missions, no oontact was gained during this 
period. On three occasions tr.e Battalion Was subjected to enemy martar 
fireD, 4 ~rulls ,.,ere sustained. The Battalion returned to Camp C~roll 
on 15 3 uly. 
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On 18 July tC~.:L'K:.~t_an(L1.11. aVO Command. group 0hopped to the 
oPCON,at'th;e3d Marines and oonducted aheHbornaa~sa.ult landing 
at LZ-(!a,l.'d~na.l :{.XD·9396.tQ }, 'with the mission ofa:s#a:plishinga 
C omps.nyPa~j?o* )~as~ 'and ((5b:servation posts at XD 94~6'24). The landing 
was made wa:thOilt 1.Wldem 'an,d'po .r$sista;tlCe WAS enCo~:ntered. 

On 19 July theBattal1ol');~~} 1?as'he::t~~:t&+::!;ed to e~nducta'~8a1l1t 
landing at Lz Buzzard ( YD 032604 }.o.ThiW~di,~ "ras' J!l?de without 
resistance. On the ev~,ningr ,at 19 ;ruly~ ,~Jjia'ilt01;'*ing.,6f 20 July 
Company TlI" while sea;rohing,;bup.kers at YD OZ85'99~Y:D027602 
discovered t"IO 75mm pack hoWitzers cOll!Plete except tor one barrel, the 
second barrel ''las found later in theda,y in a bunker at:Y]) 027598. 
26 rou.nds of 75mm howit zer ammunition was also f eu.nd. 

On 22 July the Bravo.Command group and'Company nI{11 were chopped 
to OPCON 1st Bn, ~d Marines and on 23 July were heli-lifted to XD 
939605 to establish a fire support base. 

No contact was mad,e du:t':!.,~~!t:~"~operation and the Battalion 
returned to CaDI> Ca!'rQa.l:"qn;'j:26JttlYJ,eat'~~ a platQ9n (rein) from 
Company IlW' on Dong HaM6uJitaiJ,..~T~e~1l:.~'e,let:IDil.tI3OfCompany "Mil 
were lifted to FSB ~ oan to joliitlte 13r~odommana group. On 71 July 
the Bravo Company uKn and the BravO Oommand group were chopped to the 
OPCON of the Battalion. 

On the afternoon of 27 July Companies "Ln ,ltr tI and the J,lpha 
Command gToup were heli-lifted to conduct a ass~lt landing at LZ 
!<Iargo (XI> 903615 ), the landing "Tas without contact and the LZwas 
consolidated. Three 1'.II.A's 'Ilere SlJ.st"tined on 28 July when a Marine 
detonated a U.S. type il.P mille. 

C omp any 11M" ( - ) t C omp any Ii K" and th e Br aV' 0 C omrnend gT ClUp C ont inued 
the mission of defending J!iire Support Base Joan. On the 28th of the 
month, the platoon from COTI!Pamr II MI' liaS relieved and heli-lifted to 
FSB Joan. 

1\ U.S type .A.P mine i'l'asdeto):la,ted on 2? July resulting :i,n one ,..rr:t~. 
The end of the month found the Battalion with two Companies ( ,nL", 

III") and the .Alpha Command gToup at Fire Suppat't Base Margo anB_ the 
Bravo Command group with t'110 Companies ("K", ''MfI,J at Fire Support 
Base Joan. 
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PART III 

sm?,'J'BN:'liiL LIFlTI"fG§. OF. SIGNIFICANl' EVENTS 

a. BflS~ jMiS~i.Qn~ '. To ·conduct missions;'ih Msigned are:i cf 
operations n accordance with 3d Ma;r:-Div Operations Order 5-68. 

b. Conduct com'!:lat operations to seek cut and destroy Enemy forces 
and installations in assigned zone. Ref'ereroe: 3d Mar Fraga 14-68. 
(Nap oleoriSaline) 

I 

c. Es"babUsh baz9 a."'ld provide security for Camp Carrol::. and road. 
s;{eeps as directed, provj_de COINoy securitff~ P;rOVide Bald Eagle force 
on 30 minUte notice. P.eferehcet 3d Mar Frakd 1, 0118.(Lawaster II) 

d.. Conduct aJl10us"1/a.'1ti-infiltration opei'a:tions in aElSigned AO. 
Reference: 3d t'fa;r:' FragO -:6-68, ( Lancaste1' II) 

e.. (1) Be prepRJ,:'ed to reinforce (;\t' assume the mission of either 
1/3 or ?!3~; 

(2) On D+1 m.' ])+2 be prepa;r-ed to conduct a helicopter borne 
aS8auJ:t +'0 seC11:re LZ Buzzard and secure Objective #-11 on order. 

(3) Be prepa;::'ed to continue to attack and seize Objective #13 
on dl::der" 

(4) Be prepared to furr.ish om (1) rifle company (rein) with 
CO:t:rlDano. group to eY80T~G a, helicc:r:terb·a::r.te~ assault to seize LZ 
Cardinal and conduc t; P8:;~:told "b b'!Il3G.5.a,te \ricinityo Refe:Lerce: 3d 
Marines Operations O::-de]::' 3 ·68, ( Lancas:i.; er II ) 

f. 0CndUCt HelicoptdrbJt'n8 assault to seize LZ fila,ic'go ::c,mmenDing 
27140o..1{ Jul to provide bloding force. Establish LZ and FJ3 and 
cond'.lct limited search <9.nd destroy operations in TACR. Reference; 3d 
Mar FragO 24-68. ( Lancaster IT ) 

2. 'pigill.ficaxr~ ~rat.io!)s Conq.uct.ed. 
a. During the period 1-6 J-J.ly while ullder the QpCON of the 9th 

Maril1es~ the Battalion conducted search a.,YJ.d destroy operations in 
the vicinity of gdd squares 1569, 1669, ~d 1869 in l:.eatherneck Square. 

Contact was gained \vith the enemy nine times during this period, 
the majority of these contacts wfiire with squad sized units .. Tha most 
significant of these contacts occurred on 2 and 5 July 1968. 

On 2 July 68 Company "K" at YD 168693 wa.s engaged with automatic 
and small arms fire from the vicinity of YD 171693, fire was returned 
with small a;rms and automatic weapons, artillery and morta;r- missions 
were called. Contact Was broken and at 0700H COlJ!Pany "K" swept through 
the area of contact. 21 NVA KrA8s confirmed were counted and 3 cre,.; 
served and 7 individual weapons \vere CaPtured along with other 
equipnent and ar'dnance. 
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llt 0 . to n of Comoany' ~RIt gained eontaetwith 
a.1'l estimated NITA platoon at YD 156706. The ¢onta.ct was initiated by 
theN\T A with a command. detonated mine, 60Ttim. mat't g fire and small a;rms 
fire. The remainder of Conpany "Kif deployed to exploit the contact 
and recover casualties. The J:N A unit ~ estimateo_ at 50-70 personnel 
fighting from well r"lug in positio"lS. MQ!emem was limited and artillery 
gunships aTld air stdkes' were ~.H! :to~raQt casualties. ContaPt was 
bro!(en and o omp any !IK" J;~fM;t'n~<i ii<pits. pOsition <"tt 1400H. 15 ~lV A KIA t S 

wera conflrllJ§d, F:denalyc:aStraJ.tfe.iti~e 2 KIA IS Md:a WIll's med evaC. 
'!while o.Peratir.g inLeather*,~k Sqt..a:t'e 2 prisoners Of war, 6 crew 

served weapons and 8 ind.:lV'idual weaPons were captured. 59 NVA KIA IS 

.. lere confirttad. 

b. On 19 July the Battalion Was heli-lifted from Camp C~roll to LZ 
( '\ Buzzard . YD 0326041 on Dong Ha Moun1tain, the LZ was secured vithout 

resistame and the Battalion qommenc·oo a search and elear~missio'1. of 
the Dong Ha ~Iountain ccJJ!plex. On thE. evening of the SAJIlC dayt Company 
1'1" discovered 6 bunket:s~in tile vici:lity Qf YD 028599, one bunker was 
found to have a false'b~;e't>i'n t,~hich containetfpa.t'ts of a 75tmn.paPk 
howitzer. The next day ( 20 July) while seatChing a bun~rGO~lex 
at YD 027602 Company "In againdlseovtl/:.'ed 751Bm j)aok howitzerc.ot!iponents • 
That afternoon a seCond 75tnm barrel was fou~: in a bunker at YO 027598, 
in all two cOJ1l>1ete and serV'loeable 751mll P~K ilowitzers were captured. 

No contact was made during this opr3ration, approximately 122 
fighting and living bun..~ers W3"t'e destroyed. The Battalion (-) returned 
to Camp Ca;t'Toll by heli-lift in 28 July. 

3. Casualties Inflicted on the Enarr,y. 

a.. Doring the month of July the 3d BattR.1ion inflicted -the 
following casualties Oil the enemy; 59 lW 11 KIA (confritred ). 

4. Ca.sualties Sustained. 

a. Name of Surgeon: Lt tvalter p. As.'"tfcrd, IvC t US'blR. 

b. Significant Events. 

1. On 1 July, one member of India Co~ _and one member of H&S 
Co. vilil due to enemy small arms fire. 

2. On 2 July, 24 members of Kilo Co., 4 members of India Co. 
e.nd 3 ID3mbers of H&S Co. \11Jl due to enemy mortars. 4 members of ill::'_ko 
Co .. 1'lIll due to enemy small a:i:'msfire. One nember of N1lro Go. non-hostile 
injury due to sprained ankle •. 2 members of Kilo Co. KIA due to enemy 
grenades. One member of Kilo Co. DOv due to itlounds inf'licted by eneTI1Y 
mortars .. 
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y;--ore-me'nibeP-Gf:-L1ma Coo- W'I.A due to ene~y s1l'.all arms fire, 
of MikE Co. Nro to possible) malatia, one member of lIIike Co. 
appendisitis, ore member of Mike Go. 1.mJ due to heat 

4~ On 5 July, 5 menib~s of Kilo Co.. iJrA dti~ to .C:leny grena.des, 3' 
mr:ibere of .Kilo Co. 1,i/lidUe to enafu;1 ~mall Arms fire, 2 members of 
Kilo Co. KLii due to enemy small arms fire. 

5. On 7 July, {)m~mber of H<%S: Co. N'Bj du.e to falling from boat and 
being Gut byyr.(xf)f:flle:ri's. 

6.. On 10 July, one member of Lima Co~ and One member of Mike Co. 
non hostile vrounded dne to fragmentation grenade detonated by an 
unkliown individualo 

7 ~ On 12 July., 6 members of India Co. WIA due to enGRY mortars, one 
l1EJlber of Mike Co" WIll due to friendly artilleryo 

8~ Or, '15 July, one member of India Co. non hostile injury due to 
conex ~,::ox Shifting on a truck an(l fracturing his pelvis, one metioor 
of liikD Co. non hostile wounded due to friendly 1,)5mm air burst. 

9. On 19 July, 2 llBnlOers of ~l&S Co. 1IT.F.-0 due to heat e:x:.."lau.stion, one 
member of Kilo 00. l'-;:BIJ d'.l€ to ph18"0itis, one rrember of Kilo Co. due 
to abdominal pain. 

10.. On 20 J·u.ly, one member of Lima Co. Nro due to hGat eL~austion1 
one member of Hike Co. NBC due to sprained right knee. 

11. On 21 July, one oomber of Kilo Co. NBC due to sun irritat:Lon 
of the eyes. 

12. On 24 July, one rrember of India Co. NBC due to possible fractured 
spine" 

13. On '71 July, one nember of Lima Co~ :{8C due to sprained knee. 

14. On 28 July., 4 l"'.e;nOOrR o:f Lima Co. 11TJi due to enooy mines, one 
member ,f :;i.R:. Co. nen hosti~.e wounded due to wood splinter in right 
eye from. helicopter p('op wgsh. 

On 29 July, one member of Lima Co. vITi; due to enemy mine. 

9 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
7 •• ' L, 

WJ~~~[L%~~~~~~[Q) 
16. There were a w';VCl.: .Z' ,."oJ inoculations given during tb.e month of 
July 1968. 

17. Out Patient Visit!2. 
a.. Common complaints. 

1. FUO OS 
2~ Heat Casualties 07 
3. Possible Nalaria 04 
4. Dental 80 
5. Oellulitis 2()1. 
6. Diarrhea 10' 

7. Misce 11aneOll.s 1126 
1437 Total 

18. fu.niber of Battle Casualties. 

TOULS m m DOW .m! NBC NPq~L.ED 
57 - -USM} X3 04 01 00 18 00 

USN 3 3 00 02 00 00 01 00 
USfiD 01'HllRS 00 00 00 00 00 00 

c. Medical Trends. An irorease in the number ofeel1utitis in the -
month of July is due largly to the intermittant wet gnd dry weather. 
11 strongereIlJ>hasis has been made on redical personnel to insure that 
open wounds recieve prompt attention. 

d. Problem llrcas. None. 

e. A new and more effective malaria chemoprophylaxis tablet known 
as DliPS011E is being used~ taken daily as prescribed is supposed to 
be effective against all types of malaria eroountered in Vietnam. 
The effects will be observed and subsequently reported. 

5. New Techr.iques Employed. None. 

6. Command Relations. 

a. (}PCON - 9th Marines, "~IlCON - 3d MArDiv. 
b. On 1 July Coupany iiMII 11113.8 chopped to,-,QpCON 2nd Bn, 26th JvIarin~s,. 
c. On 1 July the Bra:tv Command group assumed OPCON of the 1~-3 

position. 
d. On 2 July the Bravo Command group chopped OPCON or the 1;-3 

position. 
e. On 4 July COIDp911Y "L" "-A,8 choppod to OPCON 3d }larines. 
f. On 6 July the8attalior. Was chopped to DPCmr 3d Ma;t'ines. 

t~--- - . 

U
rr,nlr:\r ~ (0) ~ 

IUW~q![;il fill \\ ~nfC'ni?-,nl ," = U \J '-'v Lob\::Vi0u if u LC,Ld! 
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g. On 9 chopped to OPCON 3dMarDiv. 
h. On 11 July the Battalion was chopped to OPCON 3d Marines. 
i. On 12 July Company "M" was chopped to OPCON 3d Bn. 4th Marines. 
j. On 18 July 0011!Pany It}\T' and the BraVO Oommand grrup was chopped 
to OPC ON 3d Marine s • 
.':c, On 27 July COTI!>any "X" and the Brgo Command grrup returned to 
OPCON of the Battalion. 

8. Logistics. 
a. SU1Pl y• 

( 1 Genert'tl. During the reporting period the Battalion operated 
in leatherneck Square, the Cua Viet area and the Oaup Carroll area. 

During most of the reporting period the Batta.lion was resupplyed 
via hel~!Jptel' from LZ Stud and the Dong Ha L811. 

(2) Class 1. .1.1 daily resupply ml'i..intains the regular supply 
of Class I at a three to five d~ level .. water, in cans, water bulls 
and '>later bladders, were lifted in and out of the Battalion positions 
by heliCopter. 

(3) Class It. There still rema;ins a critie~l on; 
Gas 11asks 
Flak Jacket s 
Compasses 
Magazines, Cal.45 
Binoculars 

(4) Class III. There were no problems encruIItered in keeping 
an adequate supply of POL on hand. 

(5) Class IV. There were still short ages in the folloWing _' 
items; 

Air Strip matting 8 foot engineer stN<:es 
(6) Glass V. The B~j:;ta1ion supply of Class V was maintained 

at a BJl+5 DO.l\. There were no signific1:'JIt shortages noticed. 

be r.1ot or TranS'O crt. 
( 1) The present 

:N151111 
M274112 
'ttI37 
l'lRC 109 
MIlG 83 
11718 

TIE 
20 
30 
4 
2 
2 
1 

statu 9 of 
u/H 
-'20 

the Battalions vehicles is as foll~.rs; 

30 
4 
2 
2 
1 

2Fch 
3 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
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(2) IJ shortage or magnetO's, cable l-eadf;ll starter .<tssemblies for the 
M214.Ll2 and regulatO'rs for the M151A1stillexists in the section. 

c. Engineer Assitapge. ~il1eer assitame Was received from the 3d 
};'ngineer Bn, ,CompanY Ji:6n (-) vtasattached 'and rendered assitance by 
c 10 a:ring ana.oon8t:rue~.1~ lending zone s. 

d. Ch:dnp...noe. 
( 1) At the end of 1;hemonth~h,.el1tlt, taliS)n~tained the follO'wingt 
~ TIE, CYI!(;lPER!.T1:0N~L 2FPH 3IDH (FIBUl 

M-14 Rifle s 5252" "52 0 0 
45. Pistols 329 351 '351 0 0 
Shotguns 13 19 18 1 0 
l';",bO l~ 35 32 j2 0 0 
'i06R.q 8 e 6 2 0 
M-79 36 37 34 3 0 
81mm Mortprs 8 8 8 0 0 
60mIn Mortars 12 12 10 1 1 
3.5 Rockets ;2 7( 24 3 0 
M-16 Rifles 919 982 971 11 0 
106 :Hounts 8 8 ., .0 0 
Flan:ethrowers 8 6 4 2 0 

9, Oivic l1ction. None. 

10. /A g,mini str at ion. 
a. No 1t-wa:rds ceremony was held during th& 1IOnth",& 
b.... A total of 2 court ma:t'tials were held during July; 2 SFCN, 

and 3 ~M ~e pending. 3 Battalion Commanders Oi'fice Hours were completed 
and", one is pending. There were 5 Company Oommanders Office Hours completed 
and 9 are pending. 

c. Special Services provided the below during the month of July; 

t
1) Stationary Kits 
2) Nightly rp.otion pictures films in the rear area. 
3) Athletic recreation equipment 

(4) Free soda and beer. 
d. Post exchange services "<lere not available, however, Sundries 

Packages were distributed. 
e.. Liberty was not authorized during this perioe. 
f * During the month 3 officers and 46 enlisted Ma):'ines rotated 

to CONUS. 39 enlisted Ma,1:'ines were transferred within the Regiment or 
Division. 62 enlisted Marines were transferred as a result or medical 
evaPuation. 
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a. Gains: 12 'OSM'l CF.F ~ 123 U8~ ENL. ~ USN OFF. 22 usn ENL~ 
b~ Losses 10 USlIC lFF. 139 USK! ENL. 2 U'3N CFF. 17 USIJ ENL. 
c. Monthly strength ( Average) 

r-n CFF M) ENL USN OFF 
31 1010 2 

USN ENL 
51 

d. Net Loss/Gain: 
.MJ CFF l-C E1'1L USN OFF USN ENL 

0/2 16/0 % . 0/5 
e. Emergency leaye far the month of July: 4 USMC enlisted. TWice/ 

thrice wounded <::Ir ressigned outside RVNdue to father/brother in ccuntry~ 
12 usm enlisted. 

f. There were 'no Ha:rds.'"lip Discharges epplied for duril'l..g the Past 
month and none are pending. 

g. One administrative Discharge is pending. 

h. The R&R program eontihl...\;;2 to be a majar marale factor within 
this command. Th~i~were 87 out of ccuntry R8-.R qu6tasa.nd 28 in country 
quotas used durillls the month •.. _ , . 

i. 1Yfot'ale~sconsidered e:xoellent to cutstanding .. 
j. Postal SaiVices duxing the month have been good. 

12. Intellige~e. '., .' , 
During the.DiOnt}~· of July the, Battalion pa-rtiBip:ated in operat~ons 

in the Kentuck.v~ Napoleon/Saline and Larrastei: II AOs. Thepe were no 
major conflicti,but light and. medium sized coA~ac~s along with E!nemy 
mortarattapk.s '\'{6re IlUmero'q.s 1-:1 the early par~c( the,. 1jlonth whi:ie 
operating il!,the Kentucky Au. (Lel'i,therneck Sqtitite). Operationswbich 
we~ run along the e "stern coast .above the CUa,,Yiet f produce a no enGmy 
sightings and no contaQts. The Battalion thenm6ved to the Lancaster 110 
opera-ting out of CaIlJ> J .J .. Carroll. Little r~&ists.nee ",as met while 
operating in this a:rea.,on a few occa.sions the BattaHon ',Jag sUbject to 
mortar' and artillery a.ttacks, b.l.tmade no ground contact. 

The Battalion Operated in Leatherneck Squ~e (OPCON to 9th Mar'ines) 
for the first week in July. There were numerous small unit contacts vThiGh 
produced close to 60 NIT A KIA's and two prisoners of war. C11Ptured 
documents and POW :i.nterogations indicated the enemy had many small units 
operating in Leathor'1!'ck Sq:c1.are with the mission of do straying heliCopters, 

On 2 J~ly 1968 a;f; (;5 ;ct.'l ~'~,3 Battalion at YD 16eC92 was hit with 
15-20 rounds of 60rum modar fire from YD 155694. The mortar attack was 
on target and the Battalion suffered 20 ltrLI\ IS. At 05000 of the sane daY 
Rilo Company at YD 168933 received small arms fire from the vicinity 
of YD 171693, they engaged the enemy with small :rms, artillery and 81mm 
marta;rs, ccntact was broken just prior to 09000. a search of the a;t"ea 
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: ! r-,,~: Ii,. ,. [~', '<'" \;, i < LJ !,' ! ~ 'j'i: if 
LI \..! t.SJ 1J.:l Lfl.J ~~)~' !.} u U e~ liD i :' 

~ C'J.ni; ~med NItA dead, numerous weapons and 
~quipment were capture4. Also' oh2 JulY' s.t 1705R at TIl 155700 Mike 
Oompany engaged a small €nemy unit with S!iiall ~ms, while checki:r;g the 
~a 15 NVA dead w~e found along with "Weapons a1ld equipment. 

The largest contact of the month oceured on 5 July at 08'300 when 
elements of Kilo Company were taken under fire by an estimated 50-70 
lWA. The point squad suffered ea;rlycasua,lties as the INA used command 
detonated mines, martarsand small arlnS. An AO pnd fixed wing were 
requested .. Kilo Company returned f:ire with small arms, artillery and 81m" 
mortars. Upon arrival of the AO and air Sllpport Kilo Company maneuvered 
to exploit the contact and recover Casualties, this was difficult as 
as the enemy was ,,,ell dug in and supported by 60~ mar-tars .. '.!.'he c8r..uaities 
were reccr"ered under the cover of air and supporting arms. eontact was 
broken and Kilb Company returned to its ar-ginal position. 15 INA KIA fa 
wr.;Jre confirmed. 

Upon leaving Leatherneck Square the 'Battalji_on went OPCON to the 3d 
Marines and conducted operat ions in the Nepoleon/Salihe AO bef are movj ng 
to the Lancaster .AO in the middle of the month. The Be.:ttalion conducted 
operations out of Camp Carroll while in the Le..me,ster AO. There weTe no 
ground contacts with enemy forces am the Battalion Wr03 subject to only 
a few mortar rOllnds. There were many bunkers found especially while 
operating around Dong Ha mountain. These ,rere'¥1ere OV'erheaded with false 
tops or bottoms. Company "I" on 19 and 20 July fOllnd two 75mm pack 
howitzers at YD 028594 and TIl 027602 while operating on Dong Ra mountain. 

26 
4 

18 
10 

1 
2 
1 

~8 

6,3::;0 
250 
500 

2 
1 
1 
9 
1 

13 
1 
1 

roonds 75mm a">?ti11er;;,' ammunition 2 
RPG-2 Launche:r s 12 
RPG rounds 1 
JlK-47 rifles 200 
82mm Mortar w/base plate and bipod 38 
SICS carbines 
Cal. 30 }!achine ('TUn (Ch iG om) 4 
I'lagazines, Jili:'-47 
rounds 7 .. 6 '2 a).Umuni t ion 50 
rounds 1207 NG ammunition 35 
rounds cal~ 30 linked ammunition 3 
M-16 rifles CU. S. ) 3 
Pistol cal.45 (U.S.) 1 
LM}!! (U. S.) 2 
M-16 magazines 2 
Knife (K-bar U.S.) '; 
!f-26 Grenades (U. S. ) 1 
Oampa,58 12 
Pair field glasses 256 
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75mm PaCk HOvli'.;zers (US) 
RPG Charges 
60mm mort ar ~c ub e 
8imm. mar'tar rO'~nds 
C ans ,82mm tn.'.1[,t ar 
iJ.1cre:1ents 
C S,."l8 ~ COmm mat't at' 
increments 
Fuses, 60mm mortar 
i:..P rifle grenades 
Water Cans (NV.L1) 
G 8llteens 
JlT mine 
AP mines 
DH-10 mines 
Ibs TNr 
OS Grenade 
Entrenching tools 
Ch iC om Gre nade s 
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4 Batteries 1 "t:r:n Pack 

6 Gas masks 
3 Picks 

assorted medicql ~~pplies 

1 ~~N/PRC-25 radio (U. S.) 
1 llNjPRC-93ra,dio (U.S.) 

500 Ibs of Rice 

13. Qonm:runic8,tions. During the month the Batt8,lion was almost ahreys 
::'1, the field on operations. lJ relav was maintained tlt CF,mn Big John to 
e1P1J..:;:e oomn:1'r.:.ir;ati0::l8 ~v'i Dgl'J8' Ha- O:l. 11 JUly the :;;3;t-:~),1.:t6:::;·!:".O':"8Ci. j;,,; g 

fb:ei.l posic~_on, at Camp Ca7-'~iX;ll. 'dire WItS cotl!>letly installe;i and norma.:;. 
wixe and radio conmu:3cations :returned. 11 messaoD'9 center was set up to 
harLdle tr8~fi0 through Camp Carroll. Another station on the Battalion 
hdministr2,';iV8 ngt "'as set up at 1Z Stud for resup!)ly purposes. 

a. .1=;;;-,;!;)]ing 4 

Cc_'OS.:3 tr~i.ni_cg beh;28D the wire and radio ser::tions continued. 

b" !!~EE1ent St ~£~:'~.2. 
The Battalion j~eeehF)d six (6) AN/PRC-25 1 S tn:.s month and 30 

tapes ani bases" Esse!l:~i8J. E1Ui;:)!:.i9.'1.t down is 8,S follow"); 
3 llWPRC-~~5 1 TA-1P.t: 
1 LN/PRC-L!.1 1 lHfjQ.tR-5 
1 TJ,-312PT 1 At~/U'3H-50 

C e Proolem },reaso The EL'1o::-tage last month of a 2847 WaS resolved 
when the p'latoon received a n'"1t! KY-B technician. The current tactical 
situation necessitates the maintenan::e of eOIDunnications a;t five 
different positions siim:ltal1011s1;r. This has stretched the Battalion 
radio ~'1a operat.:Il' assats to +ha.i..:;:- '.lmit. 

14. 1.I/ea:l;4_er... The wer."tl,""I' :::1)_':':_~'g 'st.,,, month 
generally clear 1,rit'h S:,)0:::'3/iI") :r3,i,!;.so 

J.~v6:age High. 5~~ C18gTd0S 
Aver age Lo,,,. 19 degree s 
I.linds. The winds '\<TGre generally from 

of July ,'Tad h 0>.:: and humid, 

Humidity 71% 

tl,e nOI'thwest au 8 lmots. 

15. Fire _ii1)J2'9.£f~~.) During the month ai J-J.I;)T the Battco.,.i,)E ~Jf:1,S pl:2')st 
oontinually in t;\8 field~ F(i!'wa.c'd Obser-l1'e:rs concer;:cr8Xf.,d ~heir fires 
on preparatory fires? possirle 3nemy infiltration rc-,.:r~cs £,]"..:'1 miGsions 
in support of pa::;rolli.ag "J.nLs" '1.'he Battalion on 28 JnJy v![l8 heli-lifted 
to LZ l1argo to prepare P,1i'iI'8 SL,-pport Base, the FSE beCa;1l8 operational 
on the evening 01' ~hc so,me d::;y ar;.d Battery ten, 1st Bll, 1 ~:t~1. Narines 
was lifted into the 'La38 to ~)::.oyide support for eleme:TGs of the 3d Marines .. 

a.. Units .... "2~,o·;i9-ir.tf{._lJ:rect qpd General Sunpar..!. 
(1rBtry- !Ill') 1st Bn, 12th Merims 
(2) Btry HBll '1 i:r~ B!":'" 121:;h Marines 
(3) Bt:cy !tOil '1st Bl~, '12th Narines 
(4) Btrj "Zi1 4th BJ.i, ';~?:;h Marines 
(5) :atry 111111 1~t Bn, 40th fu-tillery USj\ 
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(2) 81mm Mar:tarso 
( a) Night DafeMive Fires 10 
(b) Targets of ~portunity 1 
(0) Practice Missbns 9 
Cd) Preparatory Fires 11 
(f) Suspected Enemy Positions 5 

c. .Ammunition ~xpend.ecl. 
( 1) lirt" ill~ 

~
a 105mm 3371 
b 1;:;;')Plm 8 
c 8 i"lcn 28 

( 2) 81mm 1~0"?oc; a.:t's. 
Q-'f:i!i--~;diuTI'. 296 
(b) HI-' ;nbl) 84 
(c) Illumin;:,;tion 5 

16. 1:£= Supnar:t. 2\;1r';'('5 t.i.1J v::-nth of July 17 flights of fbed 'l'TL1g 
aircraft ran strikes in srrp)m.'c of the Battaliol'1. 1.11 strikes were 
controlled by an 110 in co(~rdination with the l\LU/Fi)C team. The .ANjP3.C-
93 ra7_~_0was c~H;;cked on several of these flights with the 8:"!.OS results 
as previously noted in other months. 

a. During the month 17 flights of fixed wing were run. 
b. One TPQ Was requested. 
c. 15 1l0's were requested and received. 
d. 99 Med evac s were oODrpleted. 
e. 9 C&C flights were used. 
f. 137,140 pounds of cargo were lifted and 963 passe.ngers lifted. 
g. Three troop lifts WGre executed. 

'7 ~ llctivities/Deactivationsf!t.~§.ctiva.tions. 110ne. 

18. Training Report. JJu:} t..; (.)8:>:'ational commitments no training was 
conducted by the Battalion. On 25 July .selected personnel from H&S 
Co~any and the rifle companies were sent to Ground Surveillame school 
at Dong Ha for a period of 5 days. 
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• .-.r-n" 20.~~. or, ~ARYb'JULY 1968 fM n :1 1"n(run Ii, ~:0JI.f].f?illr"'N 
, ulll:\'I;:1 j' fIJ\ \::, \:\:t:~)i'I~lllj 

UIJ\9l'::;u'u\0':0JU' Ulh,U!J . 

• 
~ Juh • 1M" was chopped to OPCON 2r;d Bn, 26th 
lf~;rinCs:-

At OS05R Oompany nL" commenced helicOpter lift to il·-3 position. 
The lift Was completed. at 084oH. " 

At 0825H Oompany ilL" and the :Bravo Oom~ group assumed OPCOl'r 
of the A-3 position. 

At 19300 eleuants of Cf)ll!Pany ''I'' \.hile making a water run at YD 
169692 received small arms and automatie weapons fixe from an estimated 
enemy squad located at YD 167695. Fire WaS returned with small arms 
and automatic weapons, 81mo mortar arid artillery missions. 2 TiJIA IS 

med evacs were sustained by the Company. 

2 July 68. At 05()()i{ elements of COUJ>?..hy "K" at YD 169693 received 
small arms and au.tOl1Jatic weapons fire from the vicinity of YD 171693, 
fire was returned it!i-Lh small arms, artillery and 81mm mortar missions. 
7 WIA's were gastain8a~ 

At 05300 at YD 168692 the Bs;ttalion reeeived 15-20 rounds of 60mm 
mortar fire from YD 1'55694, counter 1D.Oll'ta;r missions were fired, 20 
wtA's were sustained by the Battalion. 

At 07000 Corrpany i'Kt' eiemehts checked the general area. of the 
contact of 020500H and. fOUnt!. 21 NVA KIA's confirtted. The following 
equipIllent was captured; 

2 RPG-2 Launchers 
4 AK-47's 
5 RPG-2 round3 
1 Entrenching t. OJ,i, 

MiE'c. 782 gear 

, 
2 
6 
1 

ChiC om Cal. 30 .Machine 
SKS Carbines 
ChiCom grenades 
11V A Pack 

kG 0815H Compatw np' e:(~;ne,:ts sighted 8 NV.A at YD 169590, the 

Gun 

enemy "e::-e equipped ",:t'l b'3lmc.;E' and flAk ,jackets. The NV.A were taken 
under fire by mortars E,:W. 9l?t:L\J "3Ey. 

At 1045H the :!ira:-vo GotnmRX.:.J group chopped oPcm~ of the 1;-3 position. 
At 1030H a seal:'cn or.' t'a.e a~ea of cont~t at 111 169690 6.isclosed 

the following; 
1 l!iV A IITA Con:.:'i't'med. 1 AX-47 ~VnlAg8,Zine 
3 ChiCom grenades 1 Gas mask 
A prisoner o£ war was captured and fowa;rded to Regimental S-2. 
At 1145H Company tlRI! sighted approximately 15 NVA at Y.D 155700 

and engaged 'l>lith ?.rtillery with unknown results. 
At 1705H Company "1111 elements engaged 2 1"VA in the open at YD 

155700 with small ar;ns fire. The siZe of the enemy udt Was est imated 
as 20-30 personneL !\ c:leck cf the area d.isclosed the following; 

15 Nt" A KIA! FI COJ";...f:i..r!l19C 4 AK_47 s 
1 R?G-2 La:Llmhe}~ 11 AK-47 magazines 

'100 rO'l:'.no.s AK-47 almlilE"',it~:on 
F ri.enrI.:y c; a sualt ies 1,yere i K' 8 and 4 vITA IS med evaP. 
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-At 17.2OlICollJ>any nIl'! s;igh~ed 8-10 JflAbingeast~o west at YD 

<81697, 'the INA were t:a;kijpurlde:tt theWA rettu"ned f;ire qnd JllOIIe.d 
E.t~Btw~ .. :Arlillery liti$.$l:ons1l1ete fired. A sweep of thea,t'ea diselosed. 
nothing si;.gnific ant. 

At 204SIf a COlllpAJ1..y "'1tl tpapotted 6 persona moving in a northeast 
direction a.1;.YJ) 1746,%, the lP engagedwlth small. arms, M~ 79 ! sand 
81mm mQt'tar·s with unkn9wti~eSlilts • 

.At 2330lIB, Ccmpe..l'ly~Ln M!;bush captured 1 1N A at YJ) 177698. The 
N/A was walking along a road 'When captured. 1 RPG-2 launcher and 3 
ChiCom gren,a,des were also .captured. 

3 July ~§.. At 0800H Cc;:rrpany ilL" at YD 192695 while searehing e:rea 'VTere 
taken unr;.er fire by a scr~ad sized enemy elerent 1<Tith small arms and 
automatioJlee,pons fire 7 f;L"l;illery missions .... '1rj1:e called& C.)ntact 'vas 
broken dUB to ?..llother o:;?eration. 1 friendly 1rJIA Was 'Sustained. 

At 0930H Company "W' reported that a search of the pJ:'ea of contact 
of 021705H disclosed 6 NITA KIll's and the following weapons and 
equipment; 

1 RPG-2 Launcher 1 RPG-2 round 
" llK-47 ' 6 ChiCom grenades 
At 0925R C()mpany ttlW· received 15-Z1 rounds c>f 60mm mortar fire 

from a azmiut.h of 6000 mils and a distllOOe of 200-300 TIBters, no 
oa-sua1ties were sustained. 1, ()cunter mort ax mission was fired with 
unknown results. 

At mooR Company t::.'<j,l elements at YD 169696 found 1 Cla.vmore type 
mine in a bunker. The m'.ne vi!?'3 turned into 8-2. 

At 1145H Company rrp eleffi3nts at YD 166694 discovered 18 ru.nkers 
and the following equipment; ard ordnance; 

t GaS mask :; ChiC om grenades 
250 12.7 cal. MG rour"ds 150 AK-47 rounds 

1 .A P. mine Various medic"l gear 
1 ll;T. mine 
The bunkers and aJl1mani"Gion were destroyed, the A.T. mine I-ras 

turned into S-2. 
At 1630H Company "I" frond and destroyed a bunker at YD 152692 • 
.At 1845R OOtrp8J)y ilL" at YD 158703 discovered a DH-10 mine with 

a command detonated device. T11e mine was found in a old destroyed 
pagoda, the mine bperated on a pressure rele,<l.se system and had a wire 
leading to a spider hole 45 maters away. As the mine appeared to be 
booby trapped it WaS destroyed in place. 

At 2115H a Co~any "L" LP observed a NVA 1ll(IVing towards therr 
lineS t the Wl, divided into two groups •. T:be IP e.ngaged W'ith small arms 
and grenades, the NIl 11 threw ChiCom grena.des and withdrew. The area win 
be checked at first light. 
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,4, J1d.1.v. d~-area QLt~ C 1!!Pany "L" liste..ning post cor.t:1Pt ,':as 
::!hacked with negative results • 

.At 06:;OH COIT!?any I'I" found and destroyed') bunkers at D -:56695, 
tha following gea:r was cl'lPtured; 

3 Shovels 
2 Gas masks 
1 L'\K-47 maga3ine 

2 
3 

Picks 
lbs of TNr 

At 143ClI Oorrpany "1" was chorped to «l1PCON 3d Marines • 

.:Lb,"~y: 68. At 083(J.! a element of Company "K" ~colI!Panied by the 
Battalion Commander made contact with a estimated platoon of Nifll at 
Y'.J 156706. The IWA init5_ated contact with det6nation of a command 
detonated mine. 60mm mo:,:,tar and s:aall arm1:l fire which resulted in 
cas~a!:ties to the ro:',n'~ Gonad" A AO was req:u.ested a,r .. a mcr:tar pJ).d ~tillery 
missi.(.YlY \'r~T'e f:iX'ed" ~}'(;L the ~I:r'rival of the AO, fixed w'il:'!g and gunships 
CoDlp8llY ~!IC'i mA!l81l'J'8':.'E;(: '--C i.iry~\'cit the contact and reC(l';-e:c caSl.1aJ.ties. 
Movement 1-723 :im::.ted. Ilh9 li;\i"1 U:.lit WI"'s estilllated to bO 2;cr:rozimateJ.y 
50-70 personnel in well dug in positions fl)ld supported -j~r 60mm mortars. 
Casualties were extracted under the cover of supporting R,ir and artillery, 
contact ""as broken ::)nd COT!!Pany !lIr' returned to its orginR,l position et 
14000 0 WlTl'l Casualties were 15 Nfi; KIll's Cor£irmeda Friendly casualties 
were 2 K"Ul's and t WIA' s med eve..c e 

At 163CH the Battalio,Yl received 12 60mm morta;r roud.s, a counter 
mortar mission was f1..T'8d.;Tii:;h 1;.:1:'n:,O\1rl. reSl~ltso 

lit 1740B: Comp?...TI;y' ':}QI C'Dsc:c'leci -; I~t{l~ in the open, the 1iV A Was 

engaged 1i.-lth srall f',;.r::J;,j f'i:CG [,111 killed. -! 11VJ, RIll Covi'irlIBd. 
At 201ar Cc~any P}V:' 'C'u::8i;"9(J_ 10-15 ruur::QS of' 60mm mortar fira 

from a 3.",imutl: 0:':.' 56000211,-'..50 'G~'::; ]~c>und8 ic:lpacted wast cf the::iomp':\,l1Ys 
positicrl~ no C8S'C),8."lti';;j l~e:('e 4~2.:;er'1 a coar:.te..r mortar miSFl:Lol1ifJ'lS ::':i:red. 

£.Ju~-u~" ~t 19000 t;:l€ B8.t-{~':..}ioll was chopped to ()PC:';F( )13, :'Tarines. in 
the Napoloon/SaJina 1,')" 

.1Q-.:Jj;lltif!. The B",;-;;taEr>:'l r")"~'t:n::!.ed. to Cua Viet and rr,c":ed to Quang 
~ri fOr the So 'CiJR"E. pJCc3Tc:"}"D.", 

~lLJttJL~12., The Ba:':1.~Ji0l1 entrllCk9d and moved from Quang Tr1 to 
0 ai1!p J ~ J" Carroll and at -[500 ',-las chopped to OPCOl1 3d ~1arines. 
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1;> .JuJ.V 6..§. At 0900H the Battalion departed Camp Ca;rTeJll in aPco.i?dance 
with 3d Mat-ines Frag Order 16-68. Company 1'M" was chopped to OPCON 
3d Bn, 4th Harines. 

At 12000 the 1st Platoon, Company "L" chopped to OPCON Task Far.:ce 
tl:>tel. 

At 1225H at YD 074576, CompallY "I" received 30 founds )Or 60mm 
1..':.0:--:":;8,':' f:ire from YD 062592, a artillery mission was fired, 4 HIll! s wew 
S'0.8~ aired. 

At 1800H Company 
1 L.ulf 

nIt' discovered the foll01.ring equiprent at YD 072593; 

1 M-16 
1 OS grenade 
25 ChiCom grenud.es 
1 DH-10 mine 
1 AN/P1=?C-25 radio 

1 45Cal pistol 
11 M-26 grenades 

1 82mm Mort ar w/bipod a."ld base 
plate 

1 
15 

AN/PRe 93 radio 
AK-A.7 magazines 

.13 July 68. At 1230H Company "I" at YD 065594 discovered. ti1e following 
items Of 782 ge ar and ordnance in a bunker oOJI!) lex; . 

13 ChiCom grenades 92 82mm mortar ron.hds}. ...' 
300 .A1t-47 rounds 20 Cans, l.ncrer·':ltsl: ··,g~ttatt~' 

2 RPG-2 rounds ~4 Caris, ir1creL ntsl 60tnl1t Mortar 
l-1isc. 782 gear '. 

.A'.; 1330H Co~any 11t" found the i'e'maiiuJ 
boady Was med 9'Vaced • 

of a Maririe at YD 061593.~ the 

.14 July 6.8. .At 07(t)R C6npany 111" found the remains of a }!arine .in the 
~T:i.cinity of YD 067593, the body was med evaced • 

.d1; mOOH Company "III e~.ements found the follOWing equipment at 
YL 067595; 

i 11-16 Rifle (c:.ama.ged) 
.. Knife (K-l)a;r) 
(', ~-1-16 ';lPga7.i~es 

AJ.l weaj:.1cns vlCY'e fo:cvg;:c£d t") S-? 

3 
'1 

I 

Ce.nteens 
Compass (danaged) 
E·- 26 gre n~d8 s 

.At 0915H COlTpSXW I~Ld r€ce:ivet ~ rOl,nd9 of 82mm mo:::-tar fire from the 
vicinity of 06S55~l> OJclnt8'L' 11'C,-::tcC[' Lussions were fire.} wi+'h l'nkrrOl>ll:. 
resuJ.ts, 

At 1105H COn;;al1Y !~:::., :~.,,; :;:'.Y3d 2 rounds of 6or.::n. u;:da:': a.1{l b rOl),ndt; 
c:' 60mm mm:ta~1 f:""~e fr: n:r'.e vicinity of YD 069605; a;.i·t=-l~_":r~y ana 
"'j_xed wing missions were called with unkno\m results .. 

At 1615R OOmp8JlY 1tH" returned tooPCON of the Battalion. 
At 1645H Co~any 1l:K1

1 repar'ted finding thef6110wing equip1lE·nt and 
QI.'dnance in a bunker cOfI!Jlex at YD 057588; 

100 82tml1 MJrtar rounds 35 A.P. rifle grenades 
50 Fuses fer 60um morta;r I 18 Cans increments for 82mm Mortar 
12 RPG-2 charg'~s 8 Sh OV-e Is 

1 Pick 500 Rounds, 300 al linked 
5#8QQ SmaJ.::' ar:m8 r~t.lnds 10 RPG-2 rC'~tnds 

.; -; 

Ene 10 sure (1) 
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• ,.]11112 

no 7 ~62 :::,O".mds 
500 Ibs of rice 

2 Gas masks (NVA) 
Approximately 75 bunkers were 

u:~~;::a~ce was destroyed. 

100 
3 
1 

found, 

• 
ChiOom grenades 
Water &-ans (NVA) 
60mm morta!' tube 
many with false bottOlLS; All 

ilt 1730H Company "I" at YJ) 068594 received 8 rounds of 60mm :1at'tar' 
i:::8~ cOlmter mortar mi3si::ms we-::'e fired, no casualties vrere ~VS·~2.:i.lledo 

!rb 2i25H Company r'r,;r e18rr.ents sighted 3 NV.A through the use of a 
zGarlight scope~ a actiEery mission was fired. The area'V'ill be C:1ecked 
a:~ first light. 

j2_:!.~JL.6.§o .At i000!! Corrpany "I If returned to Camp Carron. 
At 120J': +;i~e :'::~;G:~{cJ~or. rt331"'.lI!.ed responsibility for SparrO'w Hawk and 

Bald epg::'e. 
At 220 E'H a ~a[' :~..) f.:..'cm H8:S Company ~.a,8 inju:r.8Ct ~)y sr...r a:.cmel "men. 

a 155mm round lrc;rf;t over th.e Battalion position • 

.1.9., .)1i.,:;,LfJl, Bet-ween 'ell 8 hG'0X3 o.r 0630H and 0900R COILpary I1KfI discovered 
2 b"'J.111:ers at '~"JJ 057558 r ea:::h ·'1\).r..ker t1"as larger encc..J'.l /r)r <0 people. 
The bunkers \,'ere c.ef.rcroJred • 

.1L~. lit 1945H Company liMn returned to Camp Carroll. 

18 J~ 6.§.9. At noaR Company tlRlI and the Bravo Command grCU1) were 
O?CON to the 3d. Marines .. 

ft~2J~L9§.. .llt 08CC:3: the Battalion c.eparted in aOcardar:ce with 3d 
:Marin~'8 (1Jerat::_ol.:. \~.r:'al::~ ;";Jtn 

/h 0)2E:~: L:6 Buzz 31: S. "as secEed .. 
j-I; ':r33JFi ,,·is-:D.8i1tS ;)f 0,)~'_P:9,;.lY "I" a~ II) 028599 fU)i1::' 6 b1;.~1ker~, 

1 ·bll;:Jr_.::.-"~ 1,,,raR f·"';s_l.1~'. 't.~ h .. fIe c, -P81se ~Dot':;Cr.c. "l/thich G('n";LJ?_i~12·d t~.e fol10t·l'ing 
:pa~ts + 0 u r'5r;rc. j)2Ck hC~'ii~:;~,Gr; 

1 nr 3/:=i.f, 
< ~,beuls 

1 

1 

Uase 
EJ. ev at ing 14G'"' t, a ::\:;. [l·C. 

Pair f i.e l~. .g:'. c 'J:';: S 

1) JuJ.y (~. N; OnOl-l e:eIDJll~.3 of Cowpany liP' at YO 027602 found 17 
b'mkers and the fc>11ov,i:1g U!.'d.i.le.D.JC and equipneri'li) 

1 Sub aS8c11:.JJ.y .;:') r t 5iill". :p,.c.~ hOv'itzer 
.; 75lJl,.J1 pn~c1£ 1"o1JitZE"}~ eraCler.; 

22 
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1 Ele'lating :mechanism 2 wt:lodenspoked .meels 
2 BreaCh assemblies for 15m IJa.6kbovitzer 
2 Sight assemblies 
2 Sorewdriver$ 
2 10"X1" steel pins 
1 On gT e ase,_gun 
1 15mm J?ack .iiowitzer barrel 

4 
2 
1 
4 

~use wrenches 
Shell extractors 
Landyard 
Spools of wire 

26 rounds,,75mm Am1\lUl1iz't;5io,n. 
The b1.mkers :w~e Cffi:s$i!,oyed'~ allequipme nt t1ll'~d into 8';';:;:. 

i~t 1630tI Company "t" .foond a seeond bOl."rel f'o:t' a 75mm pack howitzer 
in a bunker in the vicinity of YD 027598, the bunker had a fire post 
arietttea in the direction of Camp Carroll. 

11t 203DR C01!!pany ilIff elements observed a. person mov-ing approximately 
50 lOOters in fron tof their lines and engaged with small arms and. M-79 f S • 

The are3. ,,,ill be checked Ilt first light. 

,21 "~JJl~.. At'iOZOH Conpany 111ft aiseovel'ed 13 living bunkers and 1 
ae~L:.i 8.r;.- bunker for a 75mm pack howitzer at YD 026598, 1') additional 
~r;::::-L" ," , rC'8 found later in t!te S8.me vicinity. All bunkers were destroyed.~ 

£i,july 6~. No significant events. 

14.:L'\11y 68 0 At 110oI1 elements of Company tiL" discovered approximitely 
75 bunkers and fighting holes in the vicinity of YD 023614, the bunlmrs 
vr.ere checked for false bottoms and destroye~:l. 

lit 1725H 2 p1a.toons of Company M wiJ;h attachments w~e chapped to 
OPCON of the Bravo COl'nmand group. . 

25 Julv 68 0 lit 140 OR Conpany IiL" elements found 8, utility cover at 
YD 001596, the caver WP"S camoflaged and looked to be old. 

26 J".1]L~8. lit 0855 Comp~mies "L", and t'I" and the Alpha Oc~1d group 
commenced a. heli-lift to Canw Carroll, the Lift \\Ta.s complete] at 1050H~ 
1 platoon and a 81mm mortar section v[ere left on position. 

At 2340H elements of ComD2ny "M" on Dong Ha rr.ountain reported 
S11spected enemy mov-ement in the vicinity of YJ) 020594 and YD 065593, 
t, 100% alert was ordered and artillery missions were fired at possible 
e~l,my aSSembly a;r"oa and aYenues of approach. 

;;'r~ ... Jc1.1v 68. .lit 1400H Companies ttLn and tll't, with the .Alpha Ccm'nand 
€-'uuJ2. commenced a heli-lift to LZ Ma,t'go, the lift Was completed a.t 
1S3()tl 1dthout incident p,nd the 1Z was consolidated. 
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Company "MIl (_) and Company "I(lt and the Bravo Command group ocnt:Jl'J.'-':C 
the miSSion of defending Fire Support Base Joan. 

h-t 1700:-I Company "I" elements found a path leading to the river in 
~h.~ vicinity of XD 906611, 30 feet of the path had steps and bamboo hand 
:"alls, the path appeared to be well used .. 

28 JulX 68. l~t 1200 Comoany HIll found 7 fighting holes in the vicinity 
of XD 897615 running parallel and approximately 100 metets from the 
river, the holes ",ere vlell ce.,moflaged and Was a good ambush position. 

1lt 1415II COI!'.pany ilL" reported 3 l'JIll's from a u.s. type floP. !!linG 
at XD 900615, a med €1'laf} WaS called and. oOll:(pleted at 154'5II .. 

ilt1445H the platoon of Co~any 11M" on Dong Ha mountain \·ras relieved 
by a unit frorrijOompa.."lY "Irr', 2ild Bn, 3d Marines and- was ~U'ted to Fire 
Supp o~t Base Joan., 

let 1530H Lt. Col. ~r .. H. B],TES relieved Lt. Col. J. W. ~'1ARSH as 
GommaDrlng Officer f 3d Battalion, 3d l'larines. 

At -1845H LZ Ma;ego was completed and operational as a Fire Support 
Bt3,3C)~ 

~:~ __ (l;:;' I"; 0300li Ooopany IIJJ II reported movement a:pp!'oximately 15 
FG (;p£ .:) :_~! f ::;rr .. ~ c:': t'ld:e lines at Xl) 900600, M-79' s "rere fired at 

kG OnOZ after a ~econ by f±re, the e:8a of suspected IJOVeID3nt in. 
fro:'jt of Company "I,ll W£?oS searched and blood trails were found. 

lit 0900H C01!!P8.,J."ly ilIH four>il. 3 gTass le8n-to t;ype shelters terraced 
with rock tops at XJ) 905900, the site had not been used recently. 

Lt 0900H 1, Marine from Gornp"'DY tlLt! stepped on a US type mine 
at :xJ) 902610 resulting in 1 'dIA. l~ med €1'lF£; waS called aJ1...d comlleted 
at 1015Ii., 

.L~t 1205R Compal1;Y :IL" observed 1 individual sitting in fue open 
at]J) 896609, A 81lllLlmortar mission was fired with good te.1-'get covereSe 
with unknown re suIt s .. 

,0 Julv 6~. At 0830H Oompany I,!" elel'l.eh~sd.i8Covered a trail jundtiOl\ 
at x:n 897624, M1e trail was followed; the tl;'ail ran through coordniates 
1m 893622. XD 893619, XD-8946W-andXD 897617. The tra.ilwas made 
with reinforced steps with a handrail, at the end of the trail there 
WlllTe a series of fighting holes. The position hRd not been used far 
seve:ra.l months. _ 

At 21300 Company "I" eleronts observed the movementof 2-3 persons 
in the vicinity of YD, 102622. Artillery arid 81mm mbrt~ ussions v:ere 
fi:::ed with good target hrnrerege .. The ~ep_ w111 be dhecked at first 
light .. 

At 2213H Company "L" reported. 2 eXp16sions believed to be frag 
grenages approximately 75 tneters in front of the lines. llpproximately 
5- minutes later, lights 'YlOre reported moving away from the lines in 
Ii southwest direction approximately 125 meters from their position, 
the lines were alerted. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

.:}:!.}2,l;r 6],,. .At 'J915H a 'JOIqpaLY nrn Patrol &hecked the a,j.:ea where 

r'. 'idrr',,3lrt was obser'V'ed the night before, a tra.il T'.1nning no:;."'i;heast vTaS 

:"-fcLl6., 'rhe tl'a,il hac. s~.;ens and handrails. Footprints were found at XD 
'} 'j'J'8~ At XD 90462'5 8. c-:"JDpfire end huts were fOUnd, the caD'\Pftre ,Jas 
':"":2 h?l.U's old.. Tbs lTJ..t~ ha~ been used the night before, aE n:,;,ts were 
cles~royed. 

k1; 180$ OOmpany II}:': x'!rot. a 31mm rn'Xtar mission in the vl::;i'1:.t;~­
of AD 914596 , ,a ~(;'-3(')',:d!"iry e:lQlosion was observed. 

lit 200cH COTI±lal1Y liT}! obs8rved 4 NVA in the vicinity 'J.f ZJ) 898608~ 
mO".ring to<.V8.-L'd frien~~ly pOE.,ition;-:l: 1 1N 11 was carrying A. l.':Lfle .. Movement 
ccntirned until 2ii ljB. v.:~;m a 60iilB 'dort~ mission was fired and a frag 

J~' ~:3:;C:i (;O',iT[)Gn~r ;";:11 in ";[,'3 Y icinity of XD 99262'1 nepxd BOVem(lDt 
tc '':l's:' ;i( :('~{"V~2t:, f'.:.. ;-:rcillel:-Y mi'3sion V!as firer'J with unlnovTt1 results. 

25 
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HEADQUARTERS 
3d Fattalion, 3d Marines 

~d Ma':'ine Division (Rein) FMF 
FPO San Fraro i:sc 0, Calif'ornia. 96602 

BCl+,'.:-:;.l.ion Frag Order 12-68 

References: (a) 3d Marines Frag Order 16-68. 
(b) Map 1:50,000 AI'S Sheet 6)42 I 

Task Organiza.tion. 

C oov of Cooies 
Ca~ C a;rroll, RVN ~ 
12 July, 68 

3d. Battalion, 3d Ma,'rines Lt. Col. J.W. MPBSH 

9.£ EP any 1\ I"Re in " 
DE;"t .Btry 'IG il 9 1 12 (:2' 0 Team) 
IJst.81mmMo~a;:..- PIt. (FO Team) 
De: .7)d Eng 'Bno 
De::, f'? Co. 3d ~:8'~ (Snipers)· 
F 1f',/'L~CP Tear", 

223J ~ "K" (Re 5 nL 0 

De~ ~ :t3t,.~ ,r fiG I' 1/12 
Dei;. 8~mlll i:Jol.'t .3~_ Y;l~" 
De"t D 36. J~ii:g I,D, 
De>c" EQ. Go., 3d 11o:r. 
FAC?oC' ~'DP Team 

c )!i!£~?'1;'i""::~" (Re in1 .• 
D8t, Btl.'Y "cn i/i? 
Det. 81 mn ll[ort rrT F It. 
Det. 3d Eng BCl w 

Det HQ .• CO. 3d !liar. 
TACP Team. 

C amp MY 11M". (Re in) • 
:net. Btry lIC fl, 1/12 
Det. 8imm Mo~ar PIt. 
Det. 3d Eng En 
Det. HQ. Co. 3d Mar. 
T ACP Team 

1st Lt. IVERSON 

1 st It STaY;;:::; 

1st Lt. LOGAN 
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• 
~. Situation. 

a. Enemy Forces. 
( 1) Ourrent intelligence identifies the 64th Regt. NVA 

c'Perating in the area. bounded by the NE carner of the 3d Mg;rines 
1.0 and the western side of the 9th Marine AO .. Operating east of 
the 3d Marine .AO is the 27th Ind. Bn. Around the area of Cam 10, 
operates the Cam 10 VC Company. 

(2) Iroidents of the last few days have increased along 
Route #9 t indicating small groul's of enemy in close proximity to 
CalI!P Carroll. These incidents have Ll1.Cluded interdiction of Route 
#9 convoy~ by small arms .fire and indirect firevleapons. 

b. Ftiend1y Forces. 
( 1) 2/3 establishes a COB at Than San Lam, provides security 

of Route #9 in 3d ~Iarines .AO, Camp Ca.rroll and The Ghia, provides 
Bald Eagle and Sparrow Ha1,{k a:'c CalI!P Carroll. Provides security 
for road sweeps and convoy security. Be prepared to assist 3/3 
0". order. 

( 2) .Art iller.v. 
{a) 3/12 in direct support of 3d Marines. 
(b) Btry "B" t 1/12 in direct support o.f 3/3. 
(c) Btry "A"t 1/40 USA reforcing fires to 3/12. 

c. Attachments and Detachments. 
( 1) Eff.9Ctive 1209000 COlI!Pany "Nn chops to Ts,ilk Force 

Hotel. 

2. Mission .. Conduct ambush/anti .. Wiltr'11tion opG:r:-ationsin 
assigned AO ( See Operations Overlay). Be prepared to conduct 
o~her operations as direct ed. 

3 e :~;"'{ecut ion. 
\ ~T -6'(;llcept of Operg.tions. One Company moves tl'll.'ough 

Obje0ti--e .L~' secures high gr:ound in area of Objective ]3 to 
provide base of fire for support of the other tl<l"O compl"~"lies 

nrossing Cam Lo river to Ob.jectives C and D. other two comn 1'Ulies, 
on order, pass through Objective A, effect river crossing in 
vicinity of YD 080588 and move to assigned objectives and conduct 
patrols and ambushes in AO as assigned. 

(b) Compan.v ifI" .. On order move by truck to assembly area in 
vicinity of Objective A. On order effect river crossing in vicinity 
nf YD 080588, secure Objective D and be prepared to conduct further 
IJatrol and ambusr activities as ordered. Be prepared to support 
mov"emerrt of Coupany "K" to Objective C. 

(0) CO!!!f!@V "K". On order move by truck to assembly area 
in vicinity of: Objective A. On order effect river crossing in 
vicinity of YD 080588, secure Objective C and be prepa:red to 
conduct further Patrol and ambtlsh activities e.s ordered. Be 
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,:cepared to support movement of COIl!>any "In to Objective D. 
( c.) .9 o1T,2..@.z~1:t~ .~t appr oximat ely 08300 mWE by true k to 

--lCin:Lty oJ.' Objective A~ Secure Objective A and B and be :'n posit ion 
C') ~9rotect river crossing at YO 080588p Be prepared to conduct 
·p·1~rol and ambush. 8f.!tivities south of Cam Lo river as diJ:'ccted. 
- (o.} Q.2p£~l~!f~. At 0900H move by heliccpter to LZ Sheppp.;t'd. 
Oi2 dc:pa:.--ture Camp Carroll chop to <PCON Task Force Hotel~ 

~e) _f2.~fart.8f' :p.~. Be prepared to suppo:>:"t moveI!Bnt of 
~att9.lior: within roreas bounded by maxirrum effective ra.'1g8 f:rom 
PI' E dent posit iO.21 at c: aTl!P C at' roll~ 

(f) ..1Qi8.;'!L?8~Q}ltl.:?£ Rifle Pl.Eltoon:. Remain in present position 
at CaIl1? Ca:L'roll ~-jt:: B.:-O"yo Command group. 

(g) C oor d.it:.s:i:; .; .. '10; I :'l,~-:;r:.'.c t ions 
TiJ-~D~1>:V i<:1";tJ::J:y ~.--.-
f 2) H hc-·""'· ')orY~' \. ,i. V!..l,. I f. ......~ 

(3) Tilr'J.st pOl.:l!':S " 3d. ~1a1:'ine thrust points offectrve 
1"180OH Julr 68" 

(4) F-.dority cf artillery firBs will be't-!ithmoving 
o:~e:nent except ,,,he.'1 5."l c:mtact" On contact f priority of fires 
shifts to most heavE,! engac,"'Bd unit as dete.l'mined by S-3. 

No Change. 

5 < CO~"l0. ~d?5 S.i~ :~1. 
'G) Command gTOUp vill ,"-eva initially with Company ttL". On 

order Cornm&ld gToup will j OLl a."ld move with Company "I" • 

.AfifGEr J" A" Oper at iocal Ol}'orJ,a:J. 

J':P.J :,~.? ~·:r. J:]< Me.,::.l.ne Corr.3 
b·-·>~ 

28 

J. ifl. NA-RSH 
Lieutemn ent Colonel U.S .M.C .. 
COl.i.iID3Xlding 
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f,NN]K "A" to Ba.ttalion Frag Order 12-68 
ilap Vietnam 1:50,000 l.HS Sheet 6342 I 
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<FFICIAL .~ 
J. fj. RINDFLEI~H \ 
lV\8j err", U. S. Ma-r ioo "Q orp s 
3-3 

\ 

J • W. MARSH 

. 
\ 

(\.} \ -. ' " 

t).} 

"'"", . 
.... 

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. IVla;rine Cat':ps 
COmmanding 
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HE 1\J)QU ART ER~ 
3d. Battalion., 3d Marines 

3d Marill3 Division (He in) FW 

• 
FPO San Francisco, California. 96602 

BATTALION QPE{tAT ION OlIDERH...6e 

'I iIre Zone If 

Ref"erence ~ 

aopy ___ ~ :Copies 
Camp C ~'611S' RVN 
16 July, 68 

( a) 3d Mat' ~s<1!era~ionQrdecr!. 3-68 
(b) Map 1: 5Q~Ot)OA~.~Ele~;S:· 624.2 1.,6242 tl 

1. Situation. 
a. Erem.y.F()J:pes. 

( 1) ·Cuzr.~n't; :i..htel,l;i,ge~oe in,formatiolllist's an. unident itted. 
1JTA Regiment ( 'believed to;9~'tb.e 2nd Regt~l39thDi.\r.) operating 
in the, vicinity at Object'4'!fe #.13:. 

( 2~ Enemy inc ide nt e:x;per ie me s of ~~e P?:$P, i),1:w, weeks· shQws.' 
60mm and 82mm moitar capabilities and small gTOOJ1~S of'eIlemyin-n'erd:tetary 
¢ssion of Rruta. #9. 

(3) The enemy can figttt a; delaying action and attempt to 
escl![>e through established infilt:ration routes'l:nthe are:a~ prObably 
withdr9-wi.og towards the nar:th and northwest while being colrered by 
SIlpporting weapons to include prtillery andz,:,ear guard/ambush action. 

b. Friendltl':or2_~,~. 
(1) 2/3: conducts se.arch and. Q,lear ope:rations between, Mutters 

Ridge and the DMZ from east to west. 
(2) 1/3 conducts $Sarch and clear operations along futters 

Ridge and Helicopter valley from east to west. 
(3) 2ndARVU Regiment conducts search' and clear OperatLons 

west of 3d Marine AO. 
(4) 9th Marines conducts search em cle.at" operations east 

of the 3d Marines AO. 
(5) Art ille.C'.,y. 

(a) 3/12 in d:irect su.ppart of 3d Marines. 
(b) 4/12 pro-"ides reinfar-cing f~es to 3/12. 

c. Attachments 8.rd Detachments. 
1 Det. Com;·.!? 1 t ,3d' 11arine s. 
2 Det. Scout/Sniper PIt, 3d Marines. 
3) Hsr Team,. 3d Shore Party Battali(:m. 

(4) Effective upon ar'~der, Bravo Command group with Company 
uRIl chc~s -:;0 3d Mar.ines. ( anticipated CF700H ~ 18 July 1968). 

3'0 
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ially Regimental Reserve. Be prepa,red to reinfat:'ce 01:' 

i3/:"SlU.2 mission of either 1/3 or 2/3. 
(1:;) On D+1 or :0...2 be prepared to conduct helibat'ne assault to 

secure LZ BUZZARD (YD 032604 ) and seize Objective #11. 
(c) Be prepared to oontinue the attack and seize Objective #13 

on at'der. 
(d) Be prepa:red. to fmnish qne (1) rifle conp~..;lly (rein) with 

Bravo Command group te-execute he lib arne assault to seize LZ CARDINAL 
(XD 9461) and. establisi'J 1l1?trol base in the vicinity of Hill #461. 

5. Execut ion. 
a. Conce t erat~.ns. 

1) of maneuver, See Operations OtrerlaY~ 
(2) On 1J Day and. D+1 the Battalion will be the ,a .Marines 

Reserve. As such, the Battalion will be prepared to reinforce at:' 
assume the missions of the 1stat' 2nd Battalions. 

(3) The Batt?Hon 117ill conduct a helibane assault landing 
in LZ CliRDI1Ir,AI. (XD 9(1-6(;24) .d.th one (1) rifle company (reb) and 
a small oommanj. grOt,-p 0J1 D+~. This cOmpany will secure L~ OARDINllL, 
es·~~_blisb. a r;cJI?any pn"crol base ;=tnd conduct patrols A.L"l.d establish 
observation iJosts it;. ~;;1.8 im>nediate vicinity. 

(4) o!:. li+2 t?;-18 Ba;~·:;0}ion will conduct a heliborne asSalllt 
laY.l.ding in LZ BTJZZE.?.:i; (Yj) C"5~'60~.) v:ith tr.::-ee (3) rif".8 companies. 
The assault company wiJl ;';"'C\~8 -the L'.,3, 'rhe second c'Jrrrpany to l['"nd 
1·rill move eastvl~d f::':>nl the IJZ 2Jld ['ea;r''Jh and clear ·che eastern 
portion of tl,e Dorw, Ih mount ["in complex. The third cOllJ)'i\.ny to l8.:nd 
,.ill mO'lTe westward ir·jL11 the[/;: to search cu.t approf';)hes to 
Regitrent al ObjE'cJu ivsi·l1 ~ Cin ])+2 the Battalion will seize 
Regimenta3.. O-bjsctive ;ij!~1 r.ni -(>9 prepared to seize and O':lc'UPY 
Regiment a1 Obj ect ive #13. 

b. C O!l:!'2al1Y.:_"P. At l,···lvY:8:: on IJ+2 land in LZ BuZZ2:t'0.o Secure 
1Z BUZZ.!!P..1J. Be :!.1re:;Jared ·to S'.lp:?ort, reinforce or assure the 
missions of Ccmpany ":''' aJld/or Comp8.n~r 111·1". 

c. Q£1E':~-':""~:!:~. On order on D+1 ::..8.nc .... with the fr-J.avo CCHrunand 
group in lJZ C cCcU'.:la~ ..• Seoure LZ Cardinal qUd after consolidation 
of LZ move to :IEI "-;"46, (xo 946624). Establish a company patrol 
base on Hill #461 and CC:':1cl.uct patrols And establish observation 
posts in the immedieote vicLli.ty of Rill .#461~ 

d. Q..Q.!JlR,!',!,;'?~_~:2~< on 1'+2 COl'19any "L" will follow Comp.~'1Y til" 
into 1.Z EQzzl",r ~.o ':PC':l c.3.3Srr,"b:y 2nd consolid'1tion of the coqpany 
in the IZ~ Goq;>e,,:y 'I· i;'l:Gl :::'078 east of LZ Buzzard and establis;.l 
a company prrf-:c·cl b'''-,~8 in -r.il·3 7idnity cf coordinates Y.D 036605. 
From. the ::'J<iG2:0.L bE,,,e ::CD:.?rtJ::J ";}i 1dill condu.ct search Rnd destroy 
op9rE"~_ons of the pC'-CJ:l.O"l 0:::0 :::;'':;;'5 ~~El mountain from 1Z Ib.zzard to 
th~ east. 
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e'~Q.onpany ''Mil. On D+2, C01ltlaAV I'M" will follow Company "L" 
iht'b LZ B\lzza"t'd. Upon assembly a)ldiconsolidat ion oraonpa,ny fll·?, . 
in the LZ, Compa.."lY IIMft will onarde:r, mOVEt t01'1ard Re:gfme'rJ:t.1'j;i 
Objective #11 reconniterin:g approachs to tb~ Objective:. In tl;loe 
absence of determined enemy re~lstanceon :aegimental: <ilbjeetive 
#11, CompanyffMllwi.ll mcupy R.eg1ment~lObj~o.tive #11. . 
f. 81mm Mortar Platoon:. At 17160rn J\t17 6&:,atta.ch ·000(1) 
section of 81 t s toCompan.y u'K1f for emp'loymer,tif in liz Ca,rdinal 
fmc' hU-l: #461. On D+2~ move ~ema;fntng ·twQ (2}~ec:tions And Fro 
to LZ 13ti·zzard to suPport operatl:d:t1s qn the DongI{a ·~taine.o1l1?lex~ 
g.106.RRPlat.oon. Effective at 0700H on]}+1,one (t)$ec.tion 
will ·he··o,na}Oll.linute cIeri; to be heli-lift~.*oL:ZCardinal/H:i:1l 
#461. On 1>+2 the alert '\<rill be exp~ded to two (2) sections,the 
seOond sect ion to be ldJ'ted to 13 BuzzaJ:'d if req1.tired. 
h.. EMin~rs. Engl+\ee:p Platoo!twillbe attq.,clledt60<)~B..ny 11K" 
.a,ndcarry -cutassig'l'1ed' miss~otl,sin .LZ.C,~.Q:in;ail. t-\S pl,'~$cI'ibed by 
00., 431.' gil Q Q OIIlt!l~ gt:' oup,. 
i. C oordihat±i?t\ Jnstructions... .. .. . . . ... .... ... . 

(1) Supp~t~ a;rms will ~.1.tsed totM· ~nun1 ¢Jt'tent possible. 
(2) Priority ·Of·rires w!llbe with maD;l\1V'e:ec~npany. If in 

contact J priQrity-of tires wiUbewith unit most heavily eng~.ged 
as directed by the .Battalion CommaniEn:e 

(3) Thrust points are as published by;d Ma;t'ines eff'eetive 
15180ar July 68'. 

(4) D-Day is 17 July 
(5) L-Hour fOr Co.rrpafiY 11K" is 18100H July 68. 
(6) L-Hou.r for 3d Battalibn (-) is 1901001 $u}cy 6$:. 
(7) Hand held riot control pgents are authorized. Bulk 

dhtribution/desemination of CS ILJ.st be approved, by 3d Marines. 
i,S I 1'(;3ition reports will be submitted each hour to Battalion. 
f):' Spd' ~'?cports will be :;,-uomitted as they occur. 
'~-lU) Air panels and smoke will be utilized to mark lines for 

40 .J~ll!L::\ptra:Gion and-!!.ogistics. 
a. {u)plY. 

1 The source of supply is the Battalioh S-4 representive. 
(2j All resupply will be effected from LZ Stud. 
(3 Battalion unit distribution will be in ~ffect. 
(4 Pref:Pribed loads carried \.;:.11 be in ~cordance with 

established Battalion S:.'P to include 3 WI's 1'!..nd a minirrum of 
three (3) canteens of w?;tar upon de:'Jarture from CpJll.P Carroll. 

(5) Resupply will be accCilI;,lished by helicopte1.' from LSU, 
LZ Stud to the designated 1Z' s in ·~~le field. 
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(6) Request far: resupply will be submitted to Battalion 8-4 
::epresentive, LZ stud, by 1100H daily. 
('7) An emergemy package of Class I, Class V and water fat" one (1) 
r lfle corrpany will be staged at LZ Stud. In the elTent that this 
pt:s:kage is used, reconstitute immed.iately_ 
~8) Emergency resupply requests will be submitted directly to the 
Battalion Commander, with justifications. 
(9) Emergency medical supplies for 20 casualties will be staged 
by ·the Battalion Surgeon for on call delivery to area of operations. 
b. Cgt?tured Materia~. 

(""1) Par.-nticular attention will be devoted to lias ion with the 
Battalion 8-2 representi'Te for evacuation of captured materials. 

(2) Prisoners will "be evacu.ated to a Battalion collection 
point, to be designated ~')y 8-2 representive upon arrival at LZ 
Buzzar-d as raPidly as possible; Additional collection points will 
be annou.p.ced as available. . . 
eli Evfuati,on atid;Hospitali:M.-tion+ .. 

( 1 An up to date mea. ffitae roster wilLbe. prepared by 8-1. 
Cotnpa...."lY "K" submit rOster to 8-1 priar: to 060m on D+1. The 
remaind.er of the Battalion submit roster to S-1 prior to 0600R on 
D+2. Deletions as a reSl.llt of rotation, R&R and Casualties ,fill 
be reported as soon as possible after individual leaves the field. 
The 8-1 will provide t~~.e 8-3 ",iOcI:. effective field st=-ength at 070rn 
cl&.i~_.y". Companies s""<.lbmit strel'lc,oth report to S-1 by' 0536.'1 ·diily.~ 
". (2)"· C'asualty~ref,io':'ts .wiH b~ provided to S-1 not later than t 

hour afte~ the ~d 2Y de.; is· cO!IjJleted. 
(3) "G"nd_er normE~l ci:[,cUl1lsta::~e8, casualty eVa(JUations will not 

be "'ott en~rted 1A.ntil the e~;'E.m.v fo~:'ce at the point of contact has 
hee .... l1ellt:r.al~_zeil.o 

(.4:: .·':'_l 0a~j1.l8)-tbs :'f,q';C:;X~~1g EV3.Cuatlon vIill be trar'.sported. 
~ 0 ~i om:;;; ":lJ,lT)I. ~'5,~ ~·1e:~~c"l). BEd<; p,,Tion at Il eng Ha except A8Ve:::' e head 
\{0<i.1J.ds vih~ch rS:"'~lL:I~E' ~?-·"1.~:tJ~l~[·_~·)sJl e .. ttent~.cn3 In tJ1eGA 0ase.'3 the 
p~,Jc;iel1ts lidll bH tal:en directly to the hG~'l.)::ta..1 a.lj:9. 
d" Filsca llaneo118o 

~~1\--;Qpo-';-;op·a:·ts ,dn ')e submitted as per occasion. Submit 
inii:ia: T::,pm . .'t \.-it-~l 02,8:(.(; iJ:i'o::ma:Gion as soon as possible, fa~wa;rd 
complete :Lnfurmation -bJr foL:"ow on report. 

(2) Ooustant j)oHce of LZ!s will be emphasized. tz's will be 
kept c:t.ear of GY'2cSt19 .toose equipment end any matter that can be 
8'VuTl..3pt ~_rJ.:~o heJ.i.0':Jp+or rotors. 

(3~ ?:!J.cl11..mit w1"l ensure t!:J3"t -::;he appropriate fIlJ.rr.·ber of air 
panels 'li"l Je ~·~"'·'i-,' to m~-,,'k ·",c'l,_ 

(
"v -'-_, c.; c~ -_ - 'C. ". 0,..>.".. ~.{ ;;: ". 

4J lnl wa:LeL' CS.~i"1 hel:ic8~~-"'- s'_ings a.'1d ca~go ;:.!8~;s ~dll be 
retur'1ec. as expeci"ci(Jlcsl,Y as p::~~' _'.::Jle o 
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.'») Ensure that the maximum amount Of a casualty's 782 gear be 

.:;v'acuated with the individual to Dong Ha • .All equiplOOnt that can 
not; be evacuated with the casualty will be cached and returned to 
LZ Stud sxpeditiously as possible for reinsertion into the supply 
system. 

5 • Command and C ommunic at ions. 
a. Command. 

( 1 ) Command Group ALPHA will consist of; 
CO. wi radio operator Corpsman 
8-3 wI. radio operator S-1representi"tl"e 
24 wI radio operatOt S .. 2 Chief 
14 w/ radio operator 3-4 representive 
81mmPlt C mdr. wi radio ope rat at". Hffi'team (3) 
Sergeant Naj or ''lire t earn (2) 
Corr.munications Teeh. Jc.urnal olerk 
Interpeter Radio operators (3) 
Chaplin ( Admin, Bn,Regt,Tac.) 

(2) Command Group BRAVO will consist of; 
hecut ive Officer wi radio operator. 
14A wI radio O}9J?at or. 
24A wi radio q>erat or. 
Interpet er 
S -2 representive. 
8-4 representive 
Corpsman 
Journal c ler k 
Wire Team ( 1) 
Radio operatocs (4) 
Sniper Squad Ie ad,er. 

(-:s) Initial location of the Alpha Command Group will be 
LZ Buzzard. 

(4) Initial location of the Bravo Com.and Group will be 
with Company "KII. 

b. Communication and Electronics. 
~Frequencies a;nd call signs are as distributed by the 

Battalion Comnnn:i.cationz Officer. 

ANNEx1,An. Operations o.rerlay. 

OFFICIAL 
J. fl. RINDFLEISH 
Me,j or, US'i''C 
8-3 
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p.'nrrx uN' to BattA..lion Operations Order 13-68 
Hap: Vietnam 1:50fOOO 11MB 6242 I, 6242 II 

OFFICIJ,L J. i.,. MlIRSH 

"" -- (l 
"'" - 1 ./ -~ i 

I 
\ 

Vaj O~~ ~ U & S ~ 1:e:r ine C o..c" } G 

8-3 

I;ieutenql1t eolonel, -U6S~ Marine Corps 
C ocmanding 
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HEADQUARTERS 

3d Battalion, 3d Marines 
3d lWIa;rine' Division, (Rein)FNF 

FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

Battalion Frag Order 14-68 

Tine Zone H 

Ref arence: 

1. Si1u at ion. 

Copy_of Copies 
Carrp Carroll, RVIIJ 
26 July 1968 

a~ . Enemy Force§. 
t 1) 0urrent inte~1igenpe :r~po:rts an unidentified NV A 

Batt~ipn operatingil'l~~e w:§~~n por~iQn'<>f the Cam 10 Rive):' 
valley! Curt'eIrl?¥J.tel:Li~nq¢'a+i?otep<#1;s'~he P~::3sil;l:t+i:ty of the 
NVA 30sth Div:t"Si'bnHeaq.ql.a1;'tersbeing<l.~ated. s.omewlwre in th~ G~ 

L() River (~}l1~~m&iilip.~a1~~~'~llciM~;s oi>t~i?p~stfe~w:eeksin , 
~he 3dMa:rineAO?ShOt.j'.s·'.82mm'a4d .. 6qmm1ho:rj~capab~1it:r.e;s and small 
groups .Of·enemyindicati~-«:;:tn;tef:~~q9:)r:Y:~.JIli'ssi9nS~g~inst Roote#9. 
..' (3) :Elxperiences()fthe'9:l;h;aiiq.;i:4t~J,Kari:iies tind the 2t1d 
&1VN :regiments ope rat ing%6· 't4~gast.a;~·~buth.P:f'th~,a.Ma:ril1~'B 
AO respectively show s:i.zeaole·eri~mYfOfq~'s.::<?§Jl~~l~of:offensiv~,., 
action or determined r!,:!sist\ill';lP~ .. It<is ;ap:t:f~:i,pa't~d.theenemy\V~11 '.,.it' 

fight a delaYing actiOn. and a,tte~tt~ escaPe tbl'oUghEl$tablished 
infiltration routes in the area, probaliYw~thdra"!JngtQT,.!~ds the 
north Q[' south vlh:i,le being co-relied by suppo;rting wea:pon'S'"l;o inclUde 
p~T.,!;illery and rear gu?;::d! arribush aCtions. '" 

b. ~:£iJ,mdJ:Y F orc e s. 
l1) 1/3 conduz>ts aheliborne .assFiUl1:; comlnencing 27070011: 

to seize 12 Bed;;y" E;:rt:a1:l1iBh a possible FSB at LZ Becky. Conduct 
sec;r:ch a:,Q (led~~:ro;;1 o~>3ra:';i;)ns in and along the Gam LoRiver Basin 
and effect linJ=-up "11th 3/3 s;~ 10 Margo on o;rder. . 

(2) 2/3 \-rill be 3d Marines reserve effect ive 27140o.1i and 
con'Gi'7=,8~ ~esent mission of R,ute #9 secUrity in 3d Me:rbes AO. 

( 3) A;£~ il.l~ .. 
~a) 3/12 'rill provide direct SUPPOI;'t of jid Ha;t:'ines 

from FSB Joan? :f:i1fli-'go and C a!I!P Carroll. '.. . 
(b) Det. 5!12willprovide direct support fires 

from FSB Joan. . 
(4) 1st MAW provides air suppo;rt. 

77$ 
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2" !,Ii~'tl'lion.At 27070OH 3/3 (-) becomes 3d Marines reserve prep2red 
tc reinforce or assume the mission of 1/3. At 2714000 3/3 (-) will 
~,onduct helibarne assault to seize LZ Margo. Establish a Fire 
Support Base at LZ Margo and be prepared to receive 2/ 12 NIIr 28 
July. Conduct limHed search and destroy operations in TAOR being 
prepared to link-up with 1/3 on arder. 

, " 

3 ~ E:icecutj,.Q;t1. 
a". Corr:::er:t of <J.terations. 

'r:lrS~; Op8ra:Hons Overlay" 
(2) 3/3 will lw . .:l in::bi81ly with two (2) companies to 

seize LZ }fargo/ a):ld the h:'f,h ground at XD 902609. UpO:.l a't'rival of 
the Battalion 1.-) in IJ7, JVIarg01 observation posts ,,,ill "0'3 established 
at Xl) 909612, Hill/h5j ( XD 897620 ) and Hill #202 (XD 994614) 
and pre~aratio"'l of the F8:3 ,:!ill be made to receive :atry .(} If 1/12 
NIlr 28 uly. 

b. Q~v III:,:. Initi.'1-1J.y will be Battalion reserve prepe].'ed 
to reinforce cr gS8~~$i:; JompaiW' ';1/' in se:'Lzure of lIZ H&rS'o. On 
arder~ establi Sl1 g, r l.a::;Q,)Yc 8:'.Z3(·' .)p 0:1 R::l.I # 25"') (:X:J 2n620) and 
A. squad s';.7~9cl OJ? a;:~ XI; 9CS512~ l~ss'J.TJle :responsibility of FSB Margo 
fro:!'. 11 C'?clo~k. 3':) P:L'(3) ",,,,:t\=d. ()n c~der 1 to conduct limited patrols 
'dthill the BEcttnJ.:L:J'J.'~ A·n .• 

C r rr-i ," .' ',," c. .. ~)m£'~':I_·;~t. "" .»C =.",1).,'1 '.:-8P:.gne..t !LlSS~Ono. 

6.. ;l(UXEl!3J"'" "J.J:o]c:.",·~l::C;; :'wJXoornE:' assault at 2714COIi to seize 
':,7 F ... "Y'~o" ·~:·>·t·"1"-;~--;1--/r"'1 :"~'''n-1 ,,:' yo] 902600 TTpC'" '-"r'J'-;-a"'L of' .Lc'""--'>¥0 ct • .L·l.l ..Lt:. - ..L.,..... L,.--'-' _" ___ '- -:...J ,>.,..I. J"'. U .J ..... C.l;.l.. • _, ~ ~ 

UC:Ban;T t'If! it i~Z 3f;C:'·'-'.k"3 pe"=.jj2:;St" responsibiJity of PS:S fi:Iargo 
"'. 2 r! 1 k 0 . .L 1..,.. 1. d' d rn n • - -, #202 : :;::071 v r,_oc. n Orfter eSuEUjL~S.:l a 8<;.ua Slze vr en l"lll. 

;.--:; G94·61~. 3::: 'J~~'ep are c t:) c on(l.~lCt lic1it eC1 p A..tr 01s ;,!:'."~~-:i:'l the 
B E)t~~Glj C!"l ~f' ~(;:2" 

e", :;~:';?~:~,J~.:~:.~:~l~J:~.~ ;;·:)L·;.1~ .. -X!:~ 8ssig.tlad n:d.sf3ion .. 
f,; J.;.Z~~I~,?c~L8i:....2:f"'~:5:Zt ;'-c31C, w"i~uh one (1) sect :'0::,). in 1'3 M2].'go. 

FstahLL5-'1 p:x;-.Ll;~(Jn ir,- gBll<{C:.J. v~c~Dity of JO) 903510 t. G Six::rr'G.'t 
:')ottal::'on oper?tio:i18 ':'11J2:;':~2~L':'2:1. TArn .. Be prepared icC! fiGlp;'art 1/3 
1\·5_·:-;r ... ~:::. :i}]ng3 n~a~i.Ji;.;5.3~o 

g" '!06m;L.,;Ti._::2)-...?·:",:,~~.j, 1V1aintain one (1) section of i06'8 on 
213-'t't CIt TJZ ST. 'J0 .: (1!: :1 (;L:' ve.r y to F SB Nar go on or de r • 

11.. ..l}z;ginfQ~g.~·'!' 11--l'h'al at LZ Me}~go, be prepared to liaison 
,.:i-ch advance party f:i.'om B'~:;:-y 110 11

9 1/12 to deterrrine zp.as&igme~ts 
l1er~GS8e].'y to cstahlis.'1 FSB Hargo. Prepare FSB Margo to receive 
Bt:ry "C", 1/12 lillr 23 J".lly 68~ 

i. C oordinat:tlli?',_J:1str.;t0.iion~. 
(15 Supporting arilllJ i-lill be used to the maximum e:x:tent 

possible •. 

37 
( , 

\ 1; 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
(J Priority of £lreswillbe with the.JIlall3uver company,. If .. tp.. 
; ontaot ,. priority-of firet3l-rHlbewitht~e most heav4yengsged 

". :,xdt.~s dit:'ecte4by th&:aiii;~t:alioli Cimmaxrd~. 
( 3 ) ThrUst poini; ~~,-e~$.PU1Slii:iItettby3d.~~ ine serf ective 
15 {80CH Huly 68~d. :t,icludeCa't's"816,}a,nd:P~it84p2. 
(4) D.J)aY.is~7:(~uly 1968. 
(5) L.,;Hrur·for'3d I1att alion (-»is. 211400HJrily6a. .'. '. . ..... 
(6) He.ncl held k iot ... d0rrt~dlageni;.$aL'e· auiib;0:ri~¢,"Bulk. aistri,bw.10 11 
or disetninat i,onof(J~(lnt:Lst.be:~IJ1'oved bY;3d ~ne.s~ , ". .... . ...-
(.7) p., 0. sit.io.n. '.r .. e.p~ ... t ..... 's.,. W.i .. l ..... ~ •... lie ..• · .. :m.· ... b.m ... i ..•. t. t. · .. ed.e ..•... ae. h.·· ... h ..•.. ru ... · .... r.·.·. ' .. t .. o'Ba .. ttal.l..on •. '. (8) SpQtli·epQ;r:t:s tr~ll bel?U]:rm.1tte!la~they·occur •.. 

!9} Airpanelst:Uld SmolreWilibeut:Uiied. to lIla1fklinesfdr air • 
10 ·FCt :allie :fsast;ablish$d. on.orde~.. ,'. ' .. 

. • ·.11JCloOkSystemwil~l:>e'llaed' 'inaefense of' FS13}f~gb. with grid 
north being 12 Ol:elook.. .. , . 

4.. Administration And Lo,g-istic s. 
a. §U1pbr. .' ......... .... '. . 

(: 1~ The sourc.e. qf su.'pp .•.. lY.is t. h~:B.?ttaJ;5,;on S"'4,representive. 
(2)1111 resupplywillbeef'fected .from LZ Stud. 
(3) BattaliQn1;Uli't.ais-f;·r~1;mt.~on.1 .. ill be in· effect.. 
(4) n-esQribed loadsearadedwill be inacQord·ancewith 

established Battalion SOl? to irolu'de 3' MJI's and' amin;irmi¢qfthree 
(3) canteens of water upon depar:'ture of Ca'lI!P Garroll.. . 

(5) Reeupplv ~,}_:',1 ';8 ::t:complishedby helicopter from IBU, 
LZ Stud to '~he <ies::'gn6:t;ed LZ:! s in the field. 

(6}Rcquests for re.s'Ctpply vTill be submitted to the 
Battalion S-4repre sent iveby 1100il daily. 

(7) .An emergency packc.ge of Class I, Class V and water 
for one (1) rifle cOIl!Pany will be staged at LZ Stud.. In -':ine EWent 
t hat this Package is used, reconstitute immedia:tely. 

(0) E:nergemy resupply r€Cf1ests '\olill be submitted direotly 
to the Battalion Comma.nder, with justifioations. 

(9) Emergency medical supplies for 20 casualties will be 
staged by the Battalion Surgeon f01J on call delivery to area of 
operations. 

b. C ;)tur ed Mater b,l. 
C; Particular attention will be devoted to liRsion \.ith 

the Battalion 8-2 representive fat: proper evacuation Qf captured 
materials'~ 

(2) Prisoners will be eVaCuated to a Battalion collection 
point, to be designated by 3-" upon arrival at LZ Margo as rapidly 
as possible. Additional collection pionts will be annour~ed as 
available. 
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: Jirfuation and Hospitalization. 

( 1 An up to date med evac roster will be prepared by 8-1. 
i01IIPanies submit roster to B-1 prior to 0700H 27 July. Deletions 
1,8 a rcsultof rotation,R&R and c asu.a1ties will be1'epOrted as 
,Joan ,a,3possible after individual leaves the field. The 8-1 will 
provide the 8-3 with ~ffectivo i'ie'ld, strength at 0700Rdaily. 
Companies will submit strength reports to S:-1by063CH daily. 

(2) Casualty reports l,fill be provided 3.,.1 not" later than i 
hour after med ~ac is completed. 

(,) Under normal cumsta.~es, casualty evacuations will not 
be attempted until the enemy force a.t the pOint¢f contact has beem. 
net1.tr alized. 

(4) All casualtiesrequir1ng evacua.tion will be transported 
toConpany 11])11, 3d Medical Bn at Dong Ha, e:xcept S<Nere head wounds 
which will be taken directly to the hospital ship. 
d. !1iscellA.neous. 

( 1) ,8pot reportswitl bes'U.bmitted as per occasion. Submit 
initial report i.nth basie. irif'ormation as acon as possible, for~,yard 
complete information by follO'l" on repOI't. 

(2) Constant police of LZ's will be emphasized. 1,Z ' s will be 
kept c1eg!:' of trash, loose equipment and any matter that can be 
swept into helicopter I'C';~ill'3~ 

\3) Each 1L.'1it will enSUTe th",t appropriate ml.mber of air pa.nels 
will. b~ oarrieo. to V2.:-~.:':::l;,,\ 3. 

(4) jll "racer c q;l"~ l",·.=-i:i'':-o.rtor slings and cargo nets vlill be 
rct'LU' n,?c O}'~J(::)c.ii; -:.J\lf~ll a,s i;oso5_: le-8 

(5) J,,"CSU1:>:: o"~:a.' i;i_e ,,,-axirnum amount of a casualty's 782 gear 
1;e ev~uated "rith the individual to Dong He". .All equipment that 
c~nnot be ev~uatGd ,·lith thG casualty ,,,ill be cached and returned 
·~o 1Z Stud as' expeditiously as possible for reinsertion into the 
supp ly system. 

5. Coamand and Communicp;tions. 
a. Co:nrno:ld. Command Group ALPIU will consist of; 
CO."'WJ radio operatar. S-3 wi radio operator. 
24 wi radio op'2rator. 14 w/ radio opGX'ator • 
81 PH Omer. wi radio operator. 
Sergeant I1ajor. Communications Tech. 
Interpeter" Chaplin. 
Corpsman~ S-1 rGpresentive. 
::'-2 Gtief. S 4 representivG. 
Eadio cpere:i(~: 'J HsT Tea..'1l (3) 
vlire Team t. U Journal c lellk ( 2 ) 

(1) Initial locatiun of the .lHpha Command group will be LZ 
1:8rbo~ 

b. Communication§ rnd Electronics. Frequencies e.nd call signs 
are as distributed by the Battalion ComrnunicRtions Officer0r-__________ --------1 
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