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3/388/35m
9 July 1968

From: Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines

To: Commandant of the Ma:cine Corps ( Code AO3D )

Via: Commanding General, %d Marine Division (Rein) FIF
Commanding Genera,l, IIT MAF
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pecific

Subj: Command Chronclogy for peried 1 July - 31 July 1968

Ref: (a) MO 5750.24
(b) FMFPac 5750.8
(e) Div0 5750, 14

Encls J‘i(*() July 1968 Command Chronology

1. In spcordance with referemce (a), (b), and (c) enclosure (1)
is submitted.

2. Group IV, Downgrade at three year intervals with declassificagbtion
after twelve yesrs. Declassified upon removal of enclosure,
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4. DISICNAPION _EOMMANDIR
3d Battalion, 3@ Marines ItCol. J. W, MARSH 1 - 28 July

ItCol, W, H, BATES 28 - 31 July

Subordinate Units

H&S Company Capt. W, H, MO ADAN 1 - 31 July
India Company Capte. M, G, MCTIIRNAN 1 - 31 July
Kilo Company Capt. F. R, MAITHEWS 4 = 13 July
‘ 1st 14, I, G, NELSON 28 - 31 July

Lima Company 1st It, R, B, LOGAN 1 - 24 July
Capt. B, J, WILLIAMSON 24 ~ 31 July

ACT ACHED UNITS
Company "B" (-) 3d Engineer Battalion 19 - 31 July

2. Location.

1 - 6 July Quang Tri Province. Leatherneck Square Vicinity YD 468698.
6 - 9 July Qmang Tri Province. Fenoleon/Saline 40,

10 = 11 July Omang Tri Combat 3rse.

11 =« 12 July Camp J. J. Cooroli,

12 = 15 July Canm Lo area. Lancaster II AO,

15 = 19 Yuly Camp J. J. Carroll

19 - 26 July Dong Ha Mountain., Lancaster II AC, Vieinity YD 032604,

27 - 31 July FSB Joan, vicinity XD 938608, Companies "M, "K" and
Brave Command Group.

27 - 31 July FSB Margo, vicinity XD 903615. Cofmpanies "L","I" ond

Alpha Commend Group.

3. Staff Officers.

Bxecutive Officer Mpjor G. P, 'SLA Y4~ 37July

S -4 tst It. D. C. MARCHEITE 1 - 31 July

S -2 SSGT W, E, HARMON 1 - 28 July

1st Lt, W, H, DOUGLASS 28 - 31 July

S -3 Major J. 4, RINDFLETSCH 1 ~ 319 July

S -4 st It, G, ECHENFRIDFR 1 -~ 31 July
¢ Fl"lf‘[“ RIS
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PART IT
NARR ATIVE SUMMARY

Du:n:mg.ihe month of July the Battalion conducted operations in the
Ken’cuclq, Napoleon/Sallne and Lancaster II AO's, The first six days of
July was spent in Legtherneck Square under the OPCON of the 9th Marines.
Munerous contacts were made with small WA units during this period,

On 2 July ‘at approximately O500H Company "XK" received auntomatic
and small grmg fire Trom the vicinity of YD 171693, Artillery and 81mm
mortar missions were fired and Company 'K" returned fire with small arms
and grtomatic weapons, corbfact was broken and Company "K" swept through
the area of contact discovering 21 WA KIA confirmed, 3 crew served
weapons and 7 individual weapons were captured. Approximately a half -
hour after Company "K' gained contact, the Battalion at YD 168692
received 20 rounds of enemy morber fire (60mm) which resulted in 20
WIA'g, At 0815H a Company "I" unit sighted 8 WA gt YD 469690 and
artillery and mortar missions were called, a search of the srea resulted
in one W4 Prisoner of War. At 1715H the same dsay, Company "M" sighted
two WA in the open and engaged with small arms fire and artillery,
later the size of the WA unit was estimated at 20-%30 personnel. The
W4 broke contact and a search of the areg revealed 15 N4 KIA confirmed
along with wegpons aznd aq{upment

A second Prisoner of War was cgptured on the night of 3 July when
o WA walked into a Company "LI" ambush, the NVA was armed with a RPG~2
rocket launcher,

During the period 3-4 July there were other small unit contacts
which resulted in one friendly WIA, nt W4 casualties cowld be gonfirmed.

On 5 July a unit of Company "K' while on s recon mission was taken
under fire by an estimgbed 5C-70 WA fighting from well dug in positions
and supported by 60mm martars. The enemy initisted the contact with a
command detonated mine, The Company "K' unit received 60mm martar and
small . grms fire which resulted in casualties to the point squade The
other units of Company "K" were deployed and fived wing air and gunships
were requested. Company "K" moneuvered and eztracted casualties under
the cover of air gtrikes, gunchips and artillery. Contact was broken
at 1400H, WA Casualties were 15 KiA's confirmed, Company "K' gufifered
2 KIA's and B WIA's med evac,

On 6 July the Babttalion rejoined the 3d Marines f# a operation
in the Ngpoleon/Saline AC. No conbtact was made by the Battalion during
the operagtion and on 10 July the Battalion moved to6 Quang Tri foar the
S.U.R.E. program, the following day the Battalicn was moved by truck
to Camp J. J. Carroll &nd susamed the mission of security for Camp
Carroll and convoys on route #9.

On 42 July the Bagttalion departed Camp Carroll to conduct ambush
and anti-infilbration missions, no contact was gained during this
period . On three occasions the Battalion was subjected to enemy mortar
fires, 4 WIA's were sustained. The Battzlion returned to Camp Carroll

on 15 July,
| &UMU}SLT !Eﬁ
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ssault la.ndlng
lighing a
4) The landing

On - 19 July the Battahon (=)
landing at LZ Buzzard ( D 032604

discovered two T5mm pack how:.tzers cotrplete except for .one barrel, the
second barrel was found later in the day in a bunker zt YD 027598.
26 rounds of 75um howitzer smminition was also feund.

On 22 July the Bravo Command group and Company "K' were chopped
to CPCON 1st Bn, 3d Marines and on 23 July were heli-lifted to XD
939605 to0 establich a fire support base.

No contact was made duri peration and the Battalion
returned to Camp Carroll ng a platoon (reln) from
Gompany "M" on Dong Ha Moy elements of Company "M"
were lifted to FSB Joan to join the Bravo Command group. On 27 July
the Bravo Company "K" and the Bravo Command group were chopped to the
OFPCON of the Bgttalion,

On the afterncon of 27 July Companies "L", ‘"I" and the Alpha
Command group were heli-lifted to conduct a asssult landing at 1LZ
Margo (XD 903615 ), the landing was without comtact and the 17 was
consolidateds Three WIA's were sustained on 28 July when a Marine
detonated a U.S. type AP mine,

Company "™'(-), Company "K' and the Bravo Command group contimed
the mission of defending Fire Suppart Base Joan., On the 28th of the
month, the platoon from Comnpany “M" was relieved and heli-lifted to
FSB Joan,

A U.S type AP mine was detenateel on 20 July resulting in one “WTa.

The end of the month found the Battalion with two Companies € +In,
"I") and the Alpha Command group at Fire Support Base Margo and the
Bravo Command group with two Companies ("K', "M",) gt Fire Suppart
Base J oan,

UNCLASSFIED
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‘ PART TIT
' angIENTTAL LISTIWGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

ie Combat Migsions s ssigned,

8s Bngic Migsion. To-conduct migsionsiin assigned gres cf -
cperations %n accordance with 3d MarDiv Operations Urder 5-68.

be Conduct combat operations to seek out and destroy Enemy forces
and installations in assigned Zone. Refererce: 3d Mar FragO 14-68.
(Fapoleon/Saline)

¢ Egtablish basge and provide security for Camp Carrol: and road
sweeps as directed, vrovide comvoy securityi Provide Bald Eagle farce
on 30 mimite notice. Feferehcet 3d Mar Fragd 15 418, (Lancaster IT)

d. Conduct ambus/anti-infiltration operstions in assigned A0,
Reference: 34 Mar Fragl 15-568, ( Lancagtet IT

2 (1) Be prepaced to reinfarce ar assume the mission of either

1/3 or 9/3s ;

(2) On D+{1 ar D+2 be wrepsred to conduct a helicopber barne
assanlt 40 secnure LZ Buzzard and secure Objective #11 on order.

(3) Be prepared to continue to attack and seize Objective #13
on d['d.@re

(4) Be prepared to furnigh one (1) rifle company (rein) with
command. group to eveouitc g helicepterbore assanlt to seize L%
Cardinal and conduct peirols fu iuwmedlagbe vicinity. Reference: 3d
Mgrines Operasvions Order %68, { DLancasier IT )

f. Jcnduct Helicoptertarne assanlt to seize 1Z Margo ~cmmencing
271400H Jul to provide blocking farce. Bstablish LZ and FB and
conduct limited scarch and destroy operations in TAR, Reference: 3d
Mar Frag0 24-68. ( Lancaster IT )

2. Significani Operations Conducted,

- as During the pericd 1-6 July while under the OPCON of the 9th
Marines, the Battalion conducted search and destroy operations in
the vicinity of grid squares 1569, 1669, and 1869 in leatherneck Square.

Contact was gained with the ernemy nine times during this period,
the majority of these contacts were with squad sized units. The most
significant of these conbacts occurred on 2 and 5 July 1968.

On 2 July 68 Company "K' at YD 168693 was engaged with aptomatic
and small arms fire from the vicinity of YD 171693, fire was returned
with smgll arms and automatic wespoéns, ertillery and mortar migsions
were called. Contact was broken and at O700H Company "K' swept through
the area of contact. 21 WA KI48s confirmed were counted and 3 crew
served and 7 individual weapons were captured along with other
equipment and ordnamce.

Emelogomwe {4}
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atoén of Comoany *K" gained contact with

on estimated WA platoon st YD 156706. The contact was initiated by
the WA with a command detonated mine, 60wm mortsr fire and small arms
fire. The remaginder of Company "KM deplo/ed to exploit the contact

and recover casualties. The WA unit wad estimated st 50-70 personnel
fighting from well dug in positions., Mavement was limited and artillery
gunships and air strikes were wand to extract casualties. Contact was
broken and Company "K' returned to its pasition st 1400H. 15 Wp KlAtg
were confirmed, Fxiendly casuslites were 2 KId's and 8 WIA's med evec.

While operasting in le racck Square 2 prisoners of war, 6 crew

served wespons and 8 indi¥idusd wegpons were captured, 59 WA XKIA's
were confirmed,

be On 19 July the Battalion was heli-lifted from Camp Carroll to LZ
Buzzard (YD 032604) on Dong Ha Moun®ein, the L2 was secured without
registance and the Battalion qommenced a search and clear mission of
the Dong Ha Mountain com 1ex. On the evening of the same day, Company
"I" discovered 6 bunker the vicialty of YD 023599, ore bunker was
found to have s false bottom which contained pafts of a 7TSmipsck
howitzer, The next day { 20 July) while gearching a bunker complex
at YD 027602 Company "I" agadn distovared T5mim pack howitzer components.
That afternocon a second 75z barrel was found in a bunker at YD 027598,
in all two complete and serviceable 75mm pack howitzers were cgptured.
No contatct was made durinz this operation, approximgbtely 122
f 1ght1ng and living bunkers wzre destroyed. The Battalion (-) returned
to Comp Carroll by heli-lift in 28 July.

3. Cagualtieg Inflicted on the Bnemy.

as During the month of July the 3d Battalion inflicted the
following casuslties oh the enemy; 59 W4 XI4 (confrimed ),

4. Caguslticg Sugtszined,

2. Name of Surgeon: It Walter P, Aghfard, M, USIR,

b. Significasnt Events.

i« On 4 July, onc mewmber of India Co,_and one member of H&S
Co, WIA due to enemy small arms fire.

2. On 2 July, 24 wmembers of Kilo Co., 4 members of Indis Co.
and 3 members of H&S Co, WI4 due to enemy mortars. 4 members of Mike
Co, WIA due to enemy small grms fire. One member of Mike Co. non-hostile
injury due to sprained ankle. 2 members of Kilo Co. KIA due to enemy
grenades. One member of Kile Co, DOY due té wounds inflicted by enemy
mortars.

0 mmy <1} ww@mggwg@]
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3+ On3 vy ore-member—of -Lima Co. WIA due to ememy small arms fire,
ons member of Mile Co, NBC to possible mglaria, ome member of Mike Co,
VARG due to asppendisitis, ome meumber of Mike Co, NRC due to heat
¢xnastion. : '

4. On 5 July, 5 metbers of Kilo Co. WEx dite to cneny grenndea, 3%
rerbers of .Kilo Co. WIA due to enemy dmall arms fire, 2 members of
Kilo Co. KIA due to enemy small arms fire.

5. On 7 July, ome fiediber of H&S Co, NEC due to falling from boat and
being sut by Propeliers,

6. On 10 July, one member of Limg Co. and Ore member of Mike Co,
non hostile wounded dne to fragmentation grensde detonated by an
unknown individusl.

7o On 12 July, 6 members of India Co, WIA due to enewy mortars, one
mrber of Mike Go, WIA due to friendly artillery,

8. Cn 15 July, one member of India Co. non hostile injury due to
conex tox shifting on a truck and fracturing his pelvis, one Detiber
of Miks Co, non hogtile wounded due to friendly 155mm air buzrst.

9. On 19 July, 2 mempers of H&S Co, NEC due to heat exhamgtion, one
member of Kilo Go, X¥BC dme to phlebitis, one member of Kilo Co, due
to gbdominal pain.

10, On 20 July, one mewber of Lima Co. NBC due t0 heat exhaustion,
one member of Mike Co. NBC due to sprained right knee.

11« On 24 July, one muber of Kilo Co, MBC due to sun irritsbtion
Of the eyES.

12 On 24 July, one member of India Co. NBC due to possible fractured
Spinee

13, On 27 July, one member of Lima Co., HBC due to sprained knee.
14. On 28 July, 4 meabers of Lima Co., WIL due to eneny nines, ome
membexr rf Timn Co, noun hostile wounded due to wood splinter in right

eye from helicopter prop wadh.

15« On 29 July, one member of Lima Co. Wil due to enemy mine.

W[ UNeTASSED
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16. There wére &
July 1968,

., inoculstions given during the month of

17. Out Pationt Visits.
ae Common complaints.

1. FUO _ 06

2., Heat Camalties o7

3, Pogsible Malgria 04

4 - Dent al 80

5. Cellulitis 204

6, Diagrthen 10°

7. Miscellaneous 1126

1437 Total
18. Mamber of Battle Cosualties.

TOTALS KIA wIA DOWw MIA  NBC¢  NBO_KILLED
US¥e 3/3 04 57 01 00 18 00
USH %/3 00 02 00 00 01 oC
TSMZ OrHERS 00 Q0 00 00 00 00

c. Modical Trends. 4n increase in the mmber of eellutitis in the -
month of July is due largly to the intermittant wet and dry wegther,
4 stronger emphasis has been made on medical personnel to insure that
open wounds recieve promt attention.

d. Problem Arcas. None,

e A new and more effective malaria chemoprophylaxis tablet known
as DAPSONE is being used, taken daily as prescfibed is supposed %o
be effective sgainst all types of malaria encountered in Vietnam.
The effects will be observed and subsequently reported,

5 MNew Techniques Employed. None.

6, Command Relationg.

ne OPCON - 9th Marines, ADCON - 34 MarDiw,

b. On 1 July Company "M" was chopped $0-0OPCON 2nd Bn, 26th Marines.

ce On 4 July the Bragry Commend group assumed OPCON of the 4-3
position.

de On 2 July the Bravo Commend group chopped OPCON of the A-3
position,

es On 4 July Company "L" was chopped to OPCON 3d Marines.

f, On 6 July the Battalior was ehopped to OPCON 3d Marines.

© — T
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g8+ On9 chopped to CPCON 3dMarDiv.,

he On 11 July the Battglion was chopped to OPCON 3d Marines.

i. On 12 July Company "M" was chopped to OPCON 3d Bn. 4th Marines,
Je On 18 July Company "K" and the Bravo Command group was chopped
to OPCON 34 Mgrines. .
%. On 27 July Company "K" and the Bravo Command group returned to
UPCON of the Battalion,

7. Egquipment. None.
8. Logistics.
2e Supply , ‘
31% Gereral. During the reporting period the Battalion operated
in leatherneck Square, the Cua Viet area and the Camp Carroll area.

During most of the reparting period the Battalion was resupplyed
via helicopter from LZ Stud and the Dong Ha LSA,

(2) Class I. 4 daily resupply msintains the regular supply
of Class I at a three to five day level. Water, in cans, water bulls
and water bladders, were lifted in and out of the Battalion positions
by helicopter,

(3) Class II. There still remains a critical ony
Gas Masks
Flak Jackets
Compasses
Magazines, Cald4b
Binoculars
(4) Clags TII. There were no problems encoumtered in keeping
an sdequate supply of POL on hand,
5) Clagss IV, There were still shortages im the following .
itemss
Air Strip matting 8 foot engineer stakes
(6) Class V. The Battalion supply of Class V was maintained
at a BA+5 DOA, There were no significant shortages noticed,

b. Motor Transport,
The present statuvs of the Battalions vehicles is as follows;

D/E Yk 2Ech 3Ech
M15149 20 20 3 0
M27442 30 30 7 2
M37 4 4 0 3
MRC 109 2 2 0 0
MRC 83 2 2 0 0
M718 1 1 0 0
H W N P —
j UU\JG ﬂfw. ﬂmn;r:
11
5 Logusre
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(2) & shortage of magnetogy cable leads, starter assemblies for the
M27442 and regulstors for the M15141 still exists in the section.

¢. PEngineer Assitonce. Ergfiﬁeer assitance was received from the 3d
Engincer Bn, Company "B () was attached and rendered assitance by
ciearing and constriietdng landine zones.

d. Ql‘.‘dna.l’ﬂE. - » . ; .
(1) 4t the end of the month the Battalion maintained the following;

T /% Ji.  (PERTTON:L 2WH  3TH (FLSU)
M-14 Rifles 52 B2 52 0 0
45, Pistols 329 351 351 0 0
Shotguns 13 19 18 1 0
M50 M3 35 32 32 0 0
405 RR ] g 6 2 ¢
M-79 36 37 34 3 0
89mm Mortarg 8 8 8 0 0
60m Mortars 12 12 10 1 1
3,5 Rockets 32 o7 24 3 0
M-16 Rifles 919 982 971 1 0
106 Mounts 8 8 7 0 0
FPlamethrowers 8 6 4 2 0

9, Civic fAction. None.

10.  Administration.
a» No awerds ceremony was held during the month,,
be. & total of 2 conrt martials were held during July; 2 SFCHM,
and 3 SCM gre pending. 3 Battalion Commanders Office Hours were completed
and one is pending. There were 5 Company Commanders Office Hours completed
and 9 are pending.
¢« Special Services provided the below during the month of July;
1) Stationary Kits
2) Nightly motion pictures films in the rear area.
3} Athletic recregtion equipment
(4) Free soda and beer.
d, Post exchange services were not availgble, however, Sundries
Packages were distributed.
e. Liberty was not authorized during this period.
f. During the month 3 of ficers and 46 enlisted Marines rotated
to COMUS, 39 enlisted Mgrines were transferred within the Regiment or
Division. 62 enlisted Marines were transferred as a result of medical
evaeuation,

12
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ae Gains: 12 UsMe (FP, 1235 USMC ENL., & USN CFF, 22 USN EVL,
b, Losses 10 USMC FF, 139 USMC ENL, 2 USN (FF, 147 USY ENL,
ce. Monthly strength ( Average)
M FF M ENL USN _OFF USN_ENL,
31 1010 2 51
d. Net Logs/Gain: , ,
M &FF M EVL USN OFF USN ENL
o/2 16/0 o/0 0/5
e« Imergency leave far the month of July: 4 USMC enlisted, Twice/
thrice wounded or ressigned outside RVN due to father/brother in country:
12 USMC enlisted.
f. There were 'no Hgrdship Discharges applled for during the past
month and none are pending,
ge One administrative Discharge is pending.

41. Fergonnell

h. The R&R program contime> to be a major marale factor within
this command., There were 97 out of country R&R quétas and 28 in country -
quotas used during the month,

i. Marale iz econsidered excellent to mtstandlng.,

je Postal® ices during the month have been good,

12. Intelligence,

. During the montk of July the Battalion partlca.pat od in cperations
in the Kentucky, Napoleon/Saline and Lancaster II AOs. There were no
mgjor conflicts, but light and medium sized contact.s along with enemy
mertar attacks were mumerous in the early part of the month while
operating in the Kentucky AC. (Leatherneck Square). OPeratlons which
were run a,long the enstern coast above the Cua. Viet, produced no encmy
51ght1ngs and no contactss The ngtalion then moved to the Lancaster AO
opergting out of Camp J, J« Carrell, Litile Tcglatanse was met vhile
operating in this area, on a few occasions the Battalion was subject to
mortar and grtillery attacks, bt made no ground contact,

The Battalion operated in Leatherneck Square (OPCON to 9th Marines)
for the first week in July. There were mumerous smell unit contacts vhich
produced close to 60 WA KIA's and two prisoners of war. Captured
documents and POW interogations indicated the encmy had many small units
opergting in Leathervrck Sgrare with the mission of decstroying helicopters.

On 2 July 1968 gt C532CI the Battalion at YD 468(92 was hit with
15-20 rounds of 60mm martsr fire from YD 455694, The mortar sttack was
on target and the Battalion suffered 20 WIA's, At 0500H of the same day
Kilo Company abt YD 168933 received small arms fire from the vicinity
of YD 171693, they engaged the enemy with small ams, artillexy and 81mm
martars, contact was broken just prior to 0900H. a search of the area

13 “ s (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

red IWA dead, mimerous wespons and

ir

equlpment were captureds Alsd on 2 July at 1705H at YD 155700 Mike
Company engaged a small enemy unit with stiall arms, while checking the
arca 195 WA dead were found along with weapons and equipment,

The largest contact of the month occured on 5 July st 083CH when
elements of EKilo Company were taken under fire by an estimgted 50-70
W4i, The point squad suffered early camualties as the NVA uged commgnd
dstonated mines, mortars and small arms, An A0 »pd fixed wing were
requested, Kilo Gompany returned fire with smpll arms, artillery and 8fm.
mortgrs, Upon grrival of the A0 and alr swpport Kilo Company maneuvered
to exploit the contsct and recover casualties, this was difficult as
as the enemy was well dug in and supported by 60ym mortars. The casualties
were recovered under the cover of air and supporting arms. Contact was
broken and Kils Company returned to its arginal position, 15 NVA KIA's
were confirmed,

Upon leaving Leatherneck Square the Battalion went OPCON to the 3d
Marines and conducted operstions in the Nepoleon/Saline AO befare moving
to the Lancaster A0 in the middle of the month.
operations out of Camp Carroll while in the Lamcasster A0, There were no
ground contacts with enemy forces and the Battalion was subject to only
a few mortar rounds. There were many bunkers found especially while
operating around Dong Ha mountain. These were~were overheaded with false
tops or bottoms. Company "I" on 19 and 20 July found two T5mm pack
howitzers st YD 028594 and YD 027602 while operasting on Dong Ha mountain.

26

18
10

28

6 ?31
250
500

P SR W ' B No S G .\, |

The Battalion conducted

EMEMY WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT CAPTURTD 1 - 31 JULY 1968

roands 75mm grtillery ammmunition
RPG~2 Lgunchers

RPG rounds

AK-AT riflegs

82mm Mortar w/base plate and bipod
SKS carbines

Cal. 30 Mochine Gun (ChiCom)
Magazines, AK-47

rounds T.62 gmmunition

rounds 12.7 MG smmunition
rounds cai.?0 linked apmunition
M-46 rifles (U.9.)

Pistol eal.45 (U.3.)

Law  (U.8.)

M-16 magazines

Kpife (K-bar U.S.)

.26 Grenades (U.S.)

Compass

Ppir field glasses

14
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200

28
4

50
35
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12

75mm Paek Howiszers (US)

RPG Charges

60mm mortar iube
Jmn mertsr rounds

Cans,82mm martar

mr-rments

Cane,$0mm mortar

increments

Fuses, 60mum mortar

4P rifle grenades

Water Cans (W4)

Canteens

AT mine

IP mines

DH-10 mines

1bs TN

s Grenade

Entrenching tools

ChiCom Grensdes

| UHCLASSIFIED
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4 Bgtteries 1 1MVA Pack
1 AN/PRC-25 radio (U.%. 6 Gas masks
1 .AI\T/PRC-93 radio (U.S.) 3 Picks
500 1bs of Rice assorted medical supplies

13. Commnicagtions. During the month the Battalion was almost always
in the field on operations., A relay was maintsined at Camo Big John to
encure comrmnicabicns 0 Dong He Gu 11 July the Zuaiitadldsr moted o g
fived posicion at Camp Carrcll, Vire was cowpletly installed and normal
wire and radio communicgtions returned. 4 message center wag set up to
handle traffic through Camp Carroll, Another station on the Battalion
Adminigtrasive nat was set up at LZ Stud for resupply purposes,
e El'xining,
Cross trainisg betwzen the wire and radio sections continued,
be Equipment Su"’uxuu
The Battalicn received six (6) AN/FRC-25's this month and 30
tapes and bases. Esse‘q:lu eyuwiniant down is as follows;

3 AN/PRC-25 1 TA-1Pr
4 AN/PRC-a 1 AN/GRR-5
1 TH-312PT 1 AT/UM-50

¢, Provlem [reass., The shortage last month of a 2847 was resolved
when the plgboon received a new K¥- 8 technician, The current tactical
situgbion necessitates the mainbtenarce of commnications at five
different positions sim:ltanously, Thig has stretched the Battalion
rzdio and operagtar asssts to thein Limita

14e Wegther, The weuther furling ths month of July wes hot and humid,
generally clear with smouradis rains,

dverage High, o8 degrees Humidity &

Aver gge Low, 79 degrees

Winds. The winds were gen nerglly from the northwest av 8 knots.

15, Fire Suppcrit. During the month of July the Battoifon was alanst
continually in the field, Forwsrd Observars concentraved *heir fires

on prepsratory fires, possitle snemv infiltragtion rcases and missions

in support of pasrolling units, The Bagttalion on 28 July was heli-lifted
to IZ Margo to prevare » Fire Support Base, the FSB bocgne opersbtional

on the evening of “hec sgme day and Battery ", 1st Ba, 1zth Marines

was 1ifted into the base to »rovide support for elemests of the 3d I’ra'l.nes..

as Units Providing Direct and Genersl Suppart.
%1) Biry "4" {st Bn, 12th Marines
2) Bgwy "BM qgt Bn, 12th Mgrines
(3% Btey "G" gt Br, 1 12%h Marines
Btry "K" 4th Bi, 2%h Mgrines
(5) Btry "4 1si Bn, 40%h Artillery USA
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é‘cg Suspect ed Bnemy positions 20

! dg Live Yissions 9
“(e Maorking B-.nds 4
'}(f ) T1lunination 2
(g) Counter Battery Fire 4
(n) Smoke 2
i) TOr'g 6
j) BH&I's 122
(2) 81mm Mortars.
Wight Dafensive Fires 10
(b; Targets of Gpportunity 1
(¢) Practice Missions 9
d) Preparatory Fires 11

f) Suspected Enemy Positions 5
¢, Ammunition Txpended.

Artillery
ga 105mm 3371
b 1B5mm 8
, 8 i.ch 28
(2) 81mm Mewiars.
a) b medium 294
(b) WP {new) 8

il
(c) Tlluminstion 5

16. Lir Supoart. TNuring the vonth of July 17 flights of fimed wing
aircraft ran strikes in support of the Battalion, 411 strikes were
controlled by an 40 in cocrdinstion with the ALU/FiC team, The AN/PRC~
93 ralic was checked on several of these flights with the s-wme resulbs
as previously noted in other months.
a. During the month 17 flights of fixed wing were run.
b. One TPQ was requested.
e, 15 A0's were requested and received.
de 99 Med evaps were complicted.
ce 9 C&C flights were used,
f. 137,740 pounds of csrgo were lifted and 963% passengers lifted,
g+ Three troop 1lifts were executed,

7, Activities/Deactivations/Reactivations. None.

-
-

18+ Training Repart. DLue t. ¢rergtional commitments no training was
conducted by the Battalion. On 25 July selected pecrsonnel from H&S
Company and the rifle companies were sent to Ground Surveillance school
at Dong Ha for a period of 5 dayss
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“UNME JULY 1968

N vas choépped to OPCON 2rd Bn, 26th
Ma:c‘lnfss.

At 0805H Company "I" commenced hel:.copter 1lift to A-3 position.
The 1ift was completed at O840H,

At 0825H Company "I" and the Bravo Comma.nﬁ group assumed OPCON
of the A-3 position,

At 1930H elements of Company "I" while making a water run gt YD
169692 received small arms and sutomatie wespons fire from an estimated
enemy squad located at YD 167695. Fire was returned with small arms
and sutomatic wespons, B81mm mortar and artillery missions. 2 WIA's
med evacs were sustained by the Company:

2 July 68. At 0500H elements of Compaty "K" at YD 168693 received
small arms and aptomatic wespons fire from the vicinity of YD 171693,
fire was returnad with small arms, artillery and 81mm mortar missions.
7 WIA's were sustained,

At 0530H at YD 168692 the Bsttalion received 15-20 rounds of 60mm
fortgr fire from YD 155694, counter mortar missions were fired, 20
WIA's were sustained by the Battalion.

At 0700 Company "K" eléments checked the general area of the
contact of 020500H and found 21 WA KiA's confirmed. The following
equipment was captureds

2 RPG~2 Launchers 9 ChiCom C2l,30 Moghine Gun
4 AR-4T's SR SKS Carbines

5 RPG~-2 rounds 6 ChiCeom grenades

1 Entrenching tool 1 WA Paek

Micc, 782 gear

A% 0315H Company "I e¢lemests sighted 8 W4 at YD 169590, the
enemy we™a equipped with h2lm- e and flak jackets. The WA were taken
under fire by mortars sud artiiisry,

At 1045H the Bravo Vommanl group chopped CFCON of the A-3 position.

A% 1030H g segrcn of Yne zrea of contet at YD 169690 disclosed
the following;

1 WA KA Conlirmed. 1 8%X-47 w/magazine

3 ChiCom grenades 1 Gas mask

A prisoner of war was captured and fowarded to Regimenial S-2,

At 1145H Company "K" sighted spproximately 15 Wi a5 YD 155700
and engaged with artillery with unknown results,

4% 1705H Company "M" elements engsged 2 WV4 in the cpen at YD
155700 with smail arms fire, The gize of the eremy unit was estinated
as 20-30 personnel, 4 check ¢f the area disclosed the following;

17 W4 XTA'g Confirmed 4 AK-ATsg

1 RPG~2 Launcher 11 AK-AT7 magazines

100 vovnds AK-47 amminitlion

Friendiy casualties were 1 KA and 4 WIA's med evac.
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At 1720H Company "L gig ’ted 8-10 RVA mov ing east to west at YD
“3169Ty the | y :
¢ eptwarde rhlllery

At 20455 a Company "I IP gpotted 6 persons moving in a northeast
direction zt YD 174695, the IP engaged with small. grms, M-79's and
81mm mertars with unknown regults.

it 2330H ¢ Company "L" ambush captured t W4 at YD 177698, The
W4 was walking along a road when captured. 1 RPG-2 launcher and 3
ChiCom grenades were also captured,

3 July 59, 4t 0800H Ccupany "L" at YD 192695 while searching area were
taken vnier fire by a squad sized enemy element with small arms and
automatic weapons fire, grtillery missions were called, Contact was
broken 31z to gnother operation. 1 friendly WIA was sustained,

At 053CH Company "M" reported that a search of the area of contact
of 021705H disclosed 6 WA KIA's and the following weapons and

equipments ‘
1 RPG-2 Lguncher 1 RPG-2 round
1 AK-47 ‘ 6 ChiCom grenades

At 09250 Company "M" received 15-20 rounds of 60mm mortar fire
from a azmiuth of 6000 mils and a distamce of 200-300 meters, no
casialties were sustained. & ccunter mortar mission was fired with
unknown results,

4t 1000H Company "M' elements at YD 169696 found 1 Claymore type
mine in a bunker. The mine was turned into S-2,

At 1145H Company "I elemants gt YD 166694 discovered 18 tunkers
and the following equipment and ordnance;

1t Gas mask %3 ChiCom grenades
50 12.7 cal. M3 rourds 150  AK-47 rounds
1 AP, mine Various medical gesar

1 AT, nine

The bunkers and ammanition were destroyed, the A.T. mine was
turned into S-2,

At 1630H Company "I" found aond destroyed a bunker at YD 152692.

At 18450 Company "L" at YD 158703 discovered a DH-10 mine with
a command detonated device, The mine was found in a o0ld destroyed
pagoda, the mine operated on a pressure release sysfem and had g wire
leading to a spider hole 45 meters away . 4s the mire appeared to be
booby trepped it was destroyed in place.

At 2115H a3 Company "L" IP observed 8 WA moving towards their
lines, the WVi divided into two groups. The IP engaged with small arms
and grenades, the W4 threw ChiCom grenades and withdrew., The area will
be checked at first light,
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A July 68 weswihe -aresa of the Cdmpany "L" listening post contact was
checked with negative results.

At 0630H Company "I found and destroyed 3 bunkers at Y2 456695,

the following gear was csptured;

3 Shovels 2 Picks
2 Gas masks 3 1bs of TNI

1 AK-47 magas:ine
At 1430H Company "L" was chorped to CPCON 3d Marines.

5.9uly 68, At 0830E a clement of Company "K" =ccompanied by the
Battalion Commander made contact with a estimated platoon of WA ab
Y9 456706, The N4 initiated contact with detonation of a command
detonated mine, 60mm mortar and small arms fire which resulted in
cacialbies to the point squad. & 40 was regquested and meriar and grtillery
missicng were fired. T e arrival of the A0, fixed wing and gunships
Company "K' manenversd i¢ synicit the contact a,nd recover casialtics.
Movemen: was limited. The TWA unit was estimated to be sprrozimately
50-70 personnel in well dug in positions and supported 2y 60umm mortars,
Casualties were extracted under the cover of supporting air and artillery,
conbtact was troken =nd Company "K' returned to its orginal position =t
1400, W4 casualties were 15 W4 KIA's Confirmed. Friendly casualties
were 2 KiA's and ' WIA's med evac.

Lt 153CH the Battalion received 12 60mm mortar rourds, a counber
mortar mlssn.on was fired with unkrown resnlts,

At 1740 Cowpany B checrved 1 1WA in the open, the Wi was
engaged with small gras fire ond killed, 1 WA KIA Cornfirmed.

At 2010H CGempany 4 0-15 rounds of 60mm mortar fire
from =z azimsth of 550C oils. ihz roands lmpacted wast ¢f the Companys
positiocu, no cas.,n“d;:;; ware Hoiern,; a courter martar mission was fired.

6 July 68, At ’!9“OH Babt.lion was chopped to TPOSK 38 Harines. in
tha l‘Tapolerm,/S ine A

7 July 68. MNo gignificani evenss.
8 July 68, No significant evenis.

9 July 68, A% 1000H the Bastalion was chopped to OPCOY 4& iarDiv,

I8 Juldy 68. The Battglion zeturied vo Oua Viet and moved to Quang
Tri for the S.U.R.E. pregrem,

J1.July 68. The Batizlion entmicked and moved from Quang Tri to
CGamp J, Jo Cgrroll and at 1500 was chopped to OPCON 3d Marines.
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12 duly 68,

At 0900H the Bgttalion departed Camp Carroell in sccordance

with 3d Mgrines Frag Order 16-68. Company "M" was chopped to QPCON

%d Bn,
At
H ot el.
At

noers gy

4th Mazriness

1200H the 1st Platoon, Company "L" chopped to OPCOF Task Farce

1225H at YD 074576, Company "I" received 30 Younds>of 60mm
fire from YD 062592, a artillery mission was fired, 4 WIA's wem

At 180CH Company "I" digcovered the following equipment at YD 0725933

S—’:a.c U alm d.
1 Lasw
1 M-16

1 CS grenade
25 ChiCom grenudes
1 DH-10 mine
1 AW/PRC-25 radio’

13 July 68,

13 ChiCom grenzdes
%00 4K-47 rounds
2 RPG-2 rounds
Misce 782 gear

i 45Cal pistol
M-26 grenades
1 82mm Mortar w/bipod and base

plate

1 AN/PRC 93 radio

92
2
4

AK-A7 magazines

At 123CH Company "I at YD 065594 discove:r'ef’ the following
items Of 782 gear and ordnance in a bunker complex;

82mm mort ar ronhdss
Cans, inerer- by 8Pmr

Cans, incren ntgy 60mt Mortar

4% 1330H Company "I' féund the ¥ Temains of a Marine st YD 067593, the

boady was med evaced,

14 July 68,
vicinity of YD 067593, the b

ody was med evaced.

At 0700H Cémpany "I" found the remains of z Mar

ine in the

at O700E Company "I" elements found the following equipment ab

(dznaged)

YL 0675959

1 M-16 Rifle \uamsgad) 3 Canteens

1 Xnife (X-var) 1 Coupass

o M-q6 asgazines 2 M-26 grensdes
411 wegpens were forwseded o S-0,
A% 0915H Compary "I received 2 ronnds

vicinity of 06535
Tre Su:'_t S

A%
of 60mm mextsr Fire fowmthe

ardnance in a bunker comlex

1105H Comzany M1 res:d
vicinity of YD 069605,

vzd 2 rounds of Oor—un

at YD 057588,

et gn

aad

of 82mm mo=tar fire from the
K, counter ‘“'“«“'dr nissions were fired with vnknown

6 ravnds

artiiiegry and
“ixed wing missions were cglled with unknown results.
At 1615H Company "M" returned to OPCON of ‘the Battalion.
At 1645H Company "K" reparted finding the following equipment and

Cang increments for 82mm Mortar

100  82mn ¥rtar rounds 25 AP, rifle grenades
50 Iuses for 60um merter - 18
12 RPG-2 chargss 8 Shovels
1 Pick 500 Rounds, 30¢al linked
5800 Small rounds 10

oxrmg

4 " 4
i R )
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NYLRDD]
e
400 7462 rounds ' 400 ChiCon grenades
500 1bs of rice 3 VWater eans (IWa)
2  Gags masks (W) 1  60mm mortar tube.

fpproximately 75 bunkers were found, many with false hottoms. 411
wingnce was desbroyed,

A% 1730H Company "I" at YD 068594 received 8 rounds of 60mm nortar
Tire, counter martar missions were fired, no casuslties were gusleined.

45 27250 Company “%' elements sighted 3 WA through the use of a
gtarlight scope; a actiilery mission was fired. The area will be checked
et first light. ‘

15 July 68, At 1000F Corpany "I'" returned to Camp Carroll.

by 1200Y the Dot zilon asstmwed responsibility for Sparrow Hawk and
Bald esgie.

At 22080 g Mgrine {oen E&S Cowmpany was injuraed by shrgpnel when
a 155mm round burst over thc Battalion position.

A5 9wy €8, Between the hours of 0630H and 0900K Corpary "K' discovered
2 banlers at ¥D 057558, each mnker was largw encug Jor 20 people.
The bunkers were desiroyed.

A7 July 68, At 1945H Company "M" returned to Camp Carroll,

J8July 68, At 130CH Company "K' and the Bravo Command groun were
OrCON to the 3d Mgrines.

19 Tujv 58. A 08(:?3 the Battalion departed in agcordarce with 3d
inoe “De"”at 3

5 end

P X

o
<
wa
o

C e
LAy

c\

I the st wvave ;aﬂmd in LZ Buzza?t?&, no oppoegition was

ennc
I U4 Buzzard vas secured.
sicmerts of Gonp Dy TIM gb T 028599 founl 5 bunkers,
1 tuskear was fxwnd 0 hawre o fyise boetSew whnich conbelnsd the follcn-*ing
pavts to o TSmn pack hewitzer;
T

-y
1 ST 1 Lage
2 “heuvls 1 Blevgbing merhanisn
£ Debterics 1 Pair £icld glunges

} =4 >
e N e i . Py

soeabing gegr For [Rmn e x howitger

20 July €8, A% 0920H elemanbts o Company "IV 2% YD 027602 found 17
hinkers and the following wrdnance and equipments

9 Sub assemuiv Yo THum poct howitzer

% 75mn pack howitzer cralles
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= 1 Elevating mechanism 2 wooden spoked vheels
= 2 Bregth assemblies for 751w pack howitzer
L 2 Sight assemblies
3 2  Serewdrivers 4 TFuse wrenches
% 2 10"X1" steel pins 2 Shell extractars
= 1 0il grease _sun 1 Landyard
3::2 1 75mm Pk 11owﬁ:zer barrel 4 Spools of wire
= 26 rounds,75mm Smmun ; A
. “5_:3 The bunkers were 8astro; - all equipment turned into S-2,

At 1630H Company "I" found a second barrel for & 75mm pack howitzer
in a bunker in the vicinity of YD 027598, the bunker had a firs post
arierted in the direction of Camp €arroll,

Lt 2030H Company "IY elemants observed a person moving approxmately
50 meters in fron tof their lines end engaged with small arms and M-79's.
The area will be checked at first lisght,

21 July 68. A% 5coOH Company "I discovered 43 living bunkers and 1
z*117er bunker for s T5mm pack howitzer at YD 026598, 12 additional
Yunlrer 2 era found lgter in the same vicinity, All bunkers were destroyed.

No gignificent events,

No significant events,

24 July 68, At 1100H elements of Comnany "I discovered approximitely
75 bunkers and fighting holes in the vicinity of YD 023614, the bunkers
vere checked for false bottems and destroyed.

At 17258 2 platoons of Company M with attachments were chopped to
CPCON of the Bravo Command group.

25 July 68. A4t 1400H Company YL" elements found & utility cover at
YL 009596, the cover was camoflaged and looked to be old.

26 July 68, At 0855 Companies "L, and "I" and the Alpha Commend group
commenced a heli-lift to Camp Carroll, the Lift was compietel gt 105CH,
1 platoon and a 81mm mortar section were left on position,
At 2340H elements of Company "M" on Dong Ha mountain reported
suspected enemy movement in the vicinity of YD 020594 and YD 065593,
4 100% alert was ardered and artillery missions were fired at possible
elemy assSembly area and svemmes of approach-e

.uly 68. At 1400H Companies "L" and "I, with the Alpha Cemmend
.ugﬁ commenced a heli-lift to LZ Margo, the 1lift was completed af
without incident end the LZ wags consolidated.
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Company "™" (-) and Company "X and the Bravo Command group ccmiimaci
the migsion of defending Fire Support Base Joan.

4% 17007 Company "I elements found a path leading to the river in
th: viecinity of XD 906611, 30 feet of the path had steps and bamboo Hand
ralls, the path gppeared tc be well used.

28 July 68. 4t 1200 Comany "I" found 7 fighting holses in the vicinity
of XD 897615 running parallel and approximately 100 meters from the -
river, the holes were well camoflaged and was a good smbush position,

4t 14153 Company "L" reported 3 WIA's from a U.,S. type 4.P. mine
at XD 900615, a med evac was called and completed gt 1545H,

4t1445H the platoon of Company "M' on Dong Ha mountain was relieved
by a unit from-Company '"H", 2nd Bn, 3d Marines and wasg iifted to Fire
Support Bgse Joan.

4t 45300 I, Gol, W H, BITES relieved It. Col. J. W, MARSH as
Commzoring Officer, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines.

Bt 18451 L7 Margo was completed and operational as a Fire Support

00:1 Corpany "L reparted movement spproximately 15
® thedr lines at XD 900600, M-79's were fired at

4t 07303 after a recom by fire, the ares of suspected movement in
front of Company "I¥ was searched and blood trails were found.

4t 0900H Company "I found 3 grass lean-to type shelters terraced
with rock tops at XD 905900, the gite had not been used recently.

4% O900H 4 Mgrine from Gompany "L" stepped on a US type mine
at XD 902610 remulbting in 1 WIA. A med evee was called and comlleted
at 1015H,

£t 1205H Company “'L" observed 4 individual sitting in the open
at XD 896609, 4 81mn mortsr mission was fired with good target coverage
with unknown results.

30 July 68. At 08308 Compsny "I elements discovered a trail jundtion
at XD 897624, ere trail was followed, the trail ran through coordnlates
XD 8936224 XD 8936:9, XD -8%4547 and XD 897617. The trail was made

with reinforeed steps with a handrail, at the end of the trail there
were a series of fighting holes, The position had not been used far
geveral months.

4t 2130H Company "I" slements observed the mov ement of 2-3 persons
in the vicinity of YD 102622. Artillery arnd 81mm wmbrtsr rissions were

ired with good target toverzze. The drea will te dhecked at first
J.Jght.

At 2213 Company "L reported 2 ekplésions believed to be frag
grenages szpproximately 75 teters in fromt of the lines. Approximately
5 mimtes later, lights were reported moving away from the lines in
8 southwest direction spproximately 125 meters from their position,

UNCLASSHFIED
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Zidulr63. 4t 0915H g Company TI" patrol shecked the avea where

rmant was observed the night bdfare, a trail running northeast was
i, The trall haé steps and handrails, Footprints were found ot XD
9. A% XD 90462% a campfire snd huts were found, the campfire uas
2 hours old, The huts hail been used the night before, all huts were
desSroyed,

At 1800E Company "L¥ riral g 3imm moriar migsicn in the vicinlity
of XD 914595, a secondnry explosion was observed,

At 200CH Cowmpany "I observed 4 WA in the vieinity of XD 898608,
moving toward friendly positicns, 1 WA was carrying a rifle. Moverent
contimed until 24450 when a 60un worbar wmission was fired and g frag
mant ceased.

Y oin vhe vicinity of XD 992629 hesrd movemend
g, sroillievy mission was fired with unknown reaults,

vy

gremadn thrown, mere

L Y U
W v o any
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Batwalion Frag Order 12-68

Tins Zora H

HEADGU ARTERS

3d Battalion, 3d Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein) FMP
4 FPO San Frampisco, California 96602

Cooy of Coples
Camp Carroll, RVN
12 July, 68

Refurencess (a) 3d Mgrines Frag Order 16-68.
(b) Map 1:50,000 AMS Sheet 6342 T

Task Organizat ion.,

3d Battalion, 3@ Marines

Comany "I" {Rein).

It. Col. J. W. MARSH

Capt, MOTIFREAN

Det. Btry 'Cv, 1/12 (FO Team)
Doty 81mm Mortaw P1t. (FO Team)

De:. 3d Eng Bn"

i

e
AQ .’;CP T eali.

Comanv "K" (Rein.
Deje Btmy "G 1/1’
Det. 87mm Movbay Fib.
Det, 3i Huﬂ Bn,
De";h Vw, ¥ I sd Mal‘.
FACTI:CP Team

G oupany "IV {Reln} R

Det, Btuy "C 1/12
Det., 81mn Mortar Flt.
Det. 3d Eng Bn.

Det HG. Co, 3d Var
TACP Tean.

3

Company "M (Rein).

Det, Btry "C", 1/12
Det, 81mm Mortar P1t,
Det, 33 Eng Bn

Det. Hg Co. 33 Mar.
TAP Team

¥n Co, 3d Tz» {Snipers)

1st Lt. TVERSON

1gt It STOKTES

1st Lt, LOGAN
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!

‘e Situstion.

a. ZEZnemy Farces.
(1) Current intelligence identifies the 64th Regt. VA
cpergting in the area bounded by the NE carner of the 3d Mgrines

40 and the western side of the 9th Marine AO. Operating east of
the 3@ Mgrine AO is the 27th Ind. Bn. Around the area of Cam Lo,
operates the Cam Lo VC Company.
(2) Ircidents of the last few days have increased along
Route #9, indicating small groups of enemy in close proximity to
Camp Carroll, These incidents have included interdiction of Route
#9 convoys by small arms fire and indirect fire weapons.
be Friendly Farces,
(1) 2/3% establiches ¢ COB at Than San Lam, provides security

 of Route #9 in 3@ Marines A0, Camp Carroll and Kne Ghia, provides

Bald Eagle and Sparrow Hawk at Camp Carroll, Provideg gecurity
for Toad sweeps and convoy security. Be prepared to assist 3/%
0~ order.
(2) Artillery.
a) 3/12 in direct support of 34 Marines.
(b) Btry "Bv, 1/12 in direct support of 3/3.
(¢) Btry "av, 1/40 USA refarcing fires to 3/12,

c. Attachments and Detachments.
(1) Effective 12090(H Company "M" chops to Tagk Force

Hotel,

2. Mission . Conduct ambush/antis-infiltre.tion operations in
assigned AO ( See Operations Overlay). Be prepared to conduct
other operations as directed. ‘

5. rxecution.

\a) Concept of Operations. One Company moves through
Gbhjectire A, secures high ground in area of Objective B to
provide bagse of fire for support of the other two companies
erogsing Cam Lo river to Objectives C and D, Other two comnanies,
on arder, pass through Objective A, effect river ecrossing in
vicinity of YD 080588 and move to assigned objectives and conduct
pabtrols and ambushes in AQ as assigned.

(v) Company "I", On order move by truck to assembly area in
vieinity of Objective A, On erder effect river crossing in vicinity
~f YD 080588, secure Objective D and be prepared to conduct further
patrol and ambush activities as ardered. Be prepared to suppart
movement of Company "K" to Objective C.

(c) Company "K', On order move by truck to assembly arca
in vicinity of Objective A. On order effect river crossing in
vicinity of YD 080588, secure Objective C znd be prepered to
conduct further patrol and ambush ectivities as ardered, Be

| LULLESSIFIED
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22epsred to support movement of Company "I™ to Objective D.

) Comany "Lt At spproximately 083CH move by truck to
~icinity of Objective A, Secure Objective A4 and B and be :in position
5o protect river crossing at YD 080588. Be prepared to conduct
pwrol and ambush aotivities south of Cam Lo river azs direcched.

fa; Co”mal};[_”].‘if_'. At O9OOH move by helicopter to Lz Sheppard.
Cir dupsrture Camp Carroll chop to (PCON Task Force Hotel.

\e) 81mm Mortar Platoon. Be prepared to support wovement of
Yabttalion within ereas bounded by maximim effective range from
present position at Camp Carroli.

(£) 106Imn Regod] f;s.w Rifle Plstoon. Remain in present position
at Camp Carroll with Blevo Command group.

(&) Cocrdi: siructions

(3) Taorust points - 34 Marine thrust poinss offective
1018CCH July 68,
' (4) Priority cf artillery fires will be with moving
n.oment except when in comtact. On conbtact, priority of fires
shifts to most hegvily engeged unit asg determined by 5-3.

4. Adminigbration and Iogistics, No Change.

5, Command apd Signal.
(a) Commznd group will mcve initially with Company "If, On
order Commaud group will join and move with Company "I%.

ANNEY lf* 4 Operational verlay.

de Ao PO NDFILJIS\"H J. W. MARSH
Med i, TV 3. Mavine Corps Lieutenan ént Colorel T.3.M.C.
S Cowmanding
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B{?@ ‘ HEADAU ARTERS
LY 34 Battalion, 3d Marines

33 Marire Division (Rein) FIF
FPO San Francisco, Californie 96602

Cop y__of Copieg
C amp Carr 011, RVN
16 July, 68

BATT ALION OPERAT ION ORDER 43-68

Time Zone H

Reference: f a) 34 Marines Operation Order 3-68
(b} Map 1:50,000 435 sheets 6242 T, 6242 I

1. S ituation,

(2) Enemy 1n01dent experlem'es of the pas
60mm and 82mm mortar capabilities and small groups
pission of Route #9.

(3) The enemy can fight a delaying action and sttempt to
escgpe through established infiltration routes in the area, probably
withdrawing towards the narth and northwest while being covered by

supporting wespons to include artillery and rear guard/ambush action.

few weeks shows
of enemy interdinteory

b, Friendly Forces.
(1) 2/% conducts search and clear operations between. Matters
Ridge and the DMZ from eagst to west.
(2)’ 1/ 3 conducts search and clegr operations along Matters
Ridge and Helicopter valley from east to west.
('3)‘ 2nd ARV Reglment conducts. search and clesr operations
west of 3d Marlne A0,
(4) 9th Marines conducts seasrch amd clear operations.east’
of. the 3d Marines AO.
(5) Actillevy.
(aY 3/12 in direct suppart of 3d Marines.
(v) 4/12 provides reinfarcing fires to 3/12.

c. Attachments ard Detachments.
1} Det, Comm P1t, 3d Marines.
2) Det. Scout/Sniper P1%, 34 Marines.
3} EST Team, 3d Shore Party Battalion.
(4) Effective upon arder, Bravo.Command group with Company -
"K" cheps o 3d Marines. { anticipated OTOCH, 18 July 1968)..
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- Mission.

-(‘a) Initiglly Regimental Reserve, Be prepared to reinforce o

Taz2 migsion of either 1/3 ar 2/3,

{v) OnD+1 @ D+2 be prepared to conduct helibarne assault to

secure LZ BUZZARD (YD 032604 ) and seize Objective #11.

(¢) Be prepared to contime the attack and seize Objective #13
on arder.

(d) Be prepared to furnish one (1) rifle company (rein) with
Bravo Command group to execute helibarne agsanlt to seize L7 CARDINAL
(XD 9461) and establish patroel base in the vicinity of Hill #461.

5. Executbion.
a. Concept -of Operastionss

(1) Soheme of maneuver, Séc Operations Overlay.

(2) OnD Day and D+1 the Battalion will be the 3d Marines
Reserve, As such, the Battalion will be prepared to reinfoarce ar
assume the missions of the 1st ar 2nd Battalions.

(3) The Battslion will conduct a heliborne assanlt landing
in Lz CMRDINAT (XD ©46424) with one (1) rifle company (rein) and
a small command growp On D+1. This company will secure L7 CARDINAL,
esoablisn a company patrol base and conduct patrols and establish
observation poghbs in the immediate vicinity.

{4) On D+2 the Balbbz lion will conduct a helihorne assault
landing in LZ BUZZARD (YD Ci2604) with three (3) rifle coumpanies.
The assgult company will securae +ho IZ. The second company to land
will move eagtward from the L7 and searsh and clear the eastern
portion of the Dong I~ mountsain complex. The third compuny to land
will move westward from the /2 0 search cut approsches to
Regimental Objective #11. On D+2 the Battalion will seize
Regimental Objesctive #41 oni b2 prepared to seize and cccupy
Regimental Objective #13%.

b, Comany "I". A%t T-hour on D42 land in 17 Buzzard. Secure
17 BUZZMRD,. Be wwepared to support, reinforce ar assume the
niggions of Company "I and/or Company "',

c. Company “¥', On arder on D+1 Zand with the Buaavo Command
group in LZ 7 G nal

ae Secure L7 Cardinal and after consolidation
of 17 move to Jill #464 (XD 946624), Establish a company patrol
base on Hill #461 and ccaduct patrols and establish chservetion
posts in the immediste vicinity of Hill #4561,

d. Gompany "L, °nD+2 Company "L" will follow Company "I"
into 17 Ruzzari. ,pcn sasewbly and congolidation of the ceorpany
in the 1Z, qu.p‘uJ wiil sore egst of 1% Bugzzard and estzablish
a company patircl b in tra 7icinity of cooardinates YD 036605.
From the naszol bs tompany PNY will conduct search and destroy
operei-ons of the pcriioa of Lung Ha mountain from 12 Bugzzard to

Uil 5 2D
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1n_’o' 17 Buzzard. Upon assembly and consolidation of Jompany’ "
in the 17, Company "M* will on order, move toward Regimer
Objective "#11 reconnitering approachs to the Objective. In the
absence of determined enemy registance -on Begimental Object:

#11, Company *"M" will occcupy Begimental Objective #11. «
f. 81mm Mortsr Platoon: At 17160 July 68, abtach one (1)

section of 81's to Company UK for employment in IZ Cardinal

and hill #461. On D+2, move remaining two (2) sections and FIC

to LZ Bugzard to support operastions on the Dong Ha Mountain comlex.
g. 106 ER Platoon. Effective at O70CH on D+1, oné (1) section

will be on a 30 minute nlert to be heli-lifted 4o I Cardinal/Hi11
#461, On D+2 the alert will be expanded to two (2) gections, the
second section to be lifted to L7 Buzzard if rsguired.

He Engineers, Enginecy Platoon will be attached to Company "KM
and carry out assigred miasions in LZ Cardinal as préscribed by

Co, Bravo Command group.

i, Coordinating Instructions,
(1) Supporting srms will be nsed to the maximam extent possible.

" (2) Priarity of fires will be with maneuver company. If in
contacty priority of fires will be with unit most heavily engaged
as directed by the Babttaslion Commanier.

(3) Thrust points are as published by 3d Mgrines effective
151800 July 68.

4) D-Dgy is 17 July

5) L-Hour for Company "K' is 1810CH July 68.
56 L-Hour for 3d& Battalion (-) is 19070 July 68.

7) Hand held riot control rgents are authorized. Bulk
81z lrlbvtlon/desemlnatlon of CS mist be approved by 3d Marines,

{31 Poaition reports will be submitted each hour to Battalion.
{2} Spot weports will be submitted as they occur.
{10) Air panels and smoke will be utilized to mark lines for

[N

air.

gy Company 'M*, On D+2, Company "M" will follow Company "I

4o Llwinistration and Logistics,

as Sunply.
(1) The source of supply is the Battslioh S<4 representive.
Ezg 411 resupply will be effacted from 1% Stud.

3} Battalion unit digtribation will be in effect.

(4) Prescribed loads ezrried will be in sccordance with
established Bgftalion $P to include 3 ¥WI's and a minimum of
three {3) canteens of wsber upon denarture from Camp Carroll,

(5) Resupply will be acccmsliished by helicopter from IST,
12 Stud to the designated LZ's in the field,
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v6) Request for resupply will be submitted to Battalion S-4

T epre szntive, LZ Stud, by 1100H daily.

(7) An emergency package of Class I, Class V and water far ome (1)
rifie company will be staged at 12 Stud. In the event that this
vackage ig used, reconstitute immediately.

1g) Emergency resupply requests will be submitted directly to the
Battalion Commander, with justifications.

(9) Fnmergency medical supplies for 20 casualties will be staged

by the Battalion Surgeon for on call delivery to area of operstions.
be Ceoptured Materiagl,

(1) Particular agitention will be devoted to liasion with the
Battalion S-2 representive for evepuation of capbured materials,

(2) Prisoners will e evacusted to a Bsttalion collection
point; to be designated by S-2 representive upon arrival at 1z
Buzzard as rgpidly as posgible, Additional collection points will
be announced as available, 1
ci Evacugbionh and. Hospltallza‘hon,

(1 ) An up %o dste med evec roster will be, prepared by S=-1.
Cotmany "K" subnit roster to S-1 pricor to 0600H on D+1s The
remainder of the Battalion submit roster to S-1 prior to 0S00H on
D+2, Deletions as a resalt of rotation, R&R and casualiies will
be reported as socon as possible agfter individusl leaves the field.
The 8-1 will provide the S~3 with effective field strength at 070H
deily. Companies submit strength repart to S-1 by 053¢H daily..

o) Casualty-reports will bg provided to S-1 not later than
hour gifter the med evace is-completed,

(3) Tnder norwsl circumsbacen, casualty evacuations will nob
be zbtempted tntll the encmy force at the point of contact has
been nen bralizad,

- 4 a1l samal uies :
to Coms sny #hE 34 Mag

a5 evacuzbion will be transported

. Bat ion at Dcng Ha except sevare head
weninds which regairze ue .,,:'.ﬁl:,g-; =l ettention, In these cases the
pehients will be taken dirsctly to the hompibal diiop.

d, Misczllaneoug.

1) ®pob reporbe will be submitted as per occasion. Submit
initial roeport with basic inforwation as soon as possible, fasward
complete information by foliow on report,

2) Gonsbant police of LZ's will be emphasized. LZ's will be
kept clear of btrashy loose equipment and any matter that can be
qwmpt ?’-uo helicopter rotors,

(3" Tgch unit wi "1 ensure that She appropriate mumber of air
pane% will be cerisl to mark

4} A1l W!:H.ve't‘ xo,- 2y 1’\Q.L ooy
returned as expelitioucly as poisible.

l"

Lt

slings and cango eits will be
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’3) Engure that the. maximum smount of a camalty's 782 gear be
Zvacuated with the individual to Dong Ha, 411 equipment that can
not be evacuated with the casuglty will be cached and returned to
L7 Stud sxpeditiously as possible for reinsertion into the supply
system,

5. Command and Communicztions.
ae Command. , }
(1) Command Group ALPHA will censist of;

€O. w/ radio operstor Corpstan

5-3 w/radio operator S-1 Tepresentive

24 w/ radic opersbar S-2 Chief

14 w/ radio operatar S<4 representive

81mm P1t Cmdr, w/ radio operatar. HST team (3)
Sergeant Major Wire team ( 2)

Comminic ations Tech. Journal clerk
Interpeter Radio operstors (3)
Chaplin ( admin, Bn,Regt,Tac,)

(2) Command Group BRAVO will consist of;
Executive Officer w/ radio cperator.
144 w/ radio opemgtor.
244 w/ radio operstar.
Interpeter
S =2 representive.
S-4 representive
Corpsman
Journgl clerk
Wire Team (1)
Redio operators (4)
Sniper Squad leader,
(3) Initial location of the Alpha Command Group will be
L7 Buzgzgrd.
(4) Initial location of the Bravo Command Group will be
with Company "%V,
be Commnication and Electronics.
(1) Frequencies and call signs are as distributed by the
Battalion Comminie atione Officer,

ANNEX V)' AY,  Operstions Overlay.

FFICTAL Je We MARSH

J. A, RINDFLEISH Lieutenant Colonel, USIT
Major, USMS C onmanding

5-3
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HE ADQU ARTERS
3d Battalion, 3d Marines
3d Marine Division, (Rein)FMF

FPO San Francisco, Califarnia 96602
Copy of Copies
Camp Cgrroll, RVHE
26 July 1968
Battalion Frag €rder 14-68

Tige Zone U

Ref erences: Ea) 3d Marire Frag Order 24-68
(b) Mep 1: 5o,ooo Avs- Sheets 6542 v, 6342 I

1. §1j2§»_t_1_9!.1-

Bc ’ Enem

F’OI'CS .

v Gu:crent intellig
Battalion opers
va.lley. Current
,NV'A 308th Diw:

ence reports an unldentlfled NVA

the 34 Narlne AO -8
‘groups Of enemy in 55

: E‘xperlen\.,e ‘
ARVN reglments operat:\,ng

ro"’ch ar south | while be _ng co-*ered 'by suppor‘blng weapons %o 1nciLde
ar Jlllery and Tear guer /a:nbL‘bn act ions. -

be ?rj.end]v Forees. :
(1) 4/ /2 Gondusts a hell'borne assanlt commencing 27070CH
to geigze 17 Becky, Eaighlich g 90ss:Lble FSB at 1Z Becky. Conduct

segrch and desiroy oreras 1’\4; in and elong the Cam Lo 13]:Ver Basz.n
and effect linlmup with 3/7 23 IZ Margo on order.
(2) 2/3 will be 3d Marines reserve effective 27140CH and
continres present mission of Rcute #9 securlty in 34 Marines A0,
(3 frtillery,
) ;)/“ +will provide direct support of 3d tiarlnes
from ¥SB Joan, 13,_ g0 and Camp Carroll.
(v Det., 3/12 w:.ll provide d:rect support fires
from FSB Joan,

(4) st MAW provides a;r suppart.

%
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g”htachmen‘ts and Tehachments:

\1) Tompany "B {~) 3d Fng. Bn. is attached on order.

32 Companies "K" and "M' remain attached to Task Force Sierra.
{3) Bravo Command Group xemains attached to Task Force Sicrra.

2, Mission. &t 270700H 3/3 (-) becomes 3d Marines reserve prepsred
t¢ reinforee or assume the mission of 1/3. At 2714004 3/3 (=) wild
vonduct helibarne assanlt to seize 1Z Margo., Establish a Fire
Juppo:ct Base gt LZ Margo and be prepared to receive 2/12 NIT -8
July, Conduct limited sea;l’.'ch and destroy operations in TLZOR being

prepared to link-up with 1/3 on arder,

3 Exeocution.

2. Comert of Operations.

‘g“l/ See Up”'r‘a*’lons Overlay.
2) 3,3 will Land inibially with two (2) companies to

seize 12 Margo,snd the high ground at XD 902609, Upon arrival of
the Battalion {~) in 17 ngrgo, cbservation posts will be esbablished
at XD 909612, Bill #2575 { XD 897620 ) and Eill #202 (D 894614)
and preparsticn of the FSB will be made to receive Btry O 1/42
NIT 28 ulVa

b, Company "I¥, -11t:|.q,1-v will be Bgttalion reserve prepared
to reinfaree or Py Sompany I in selore of IZ Margo, On
arder;, establidn a_,:*a, Foon s:' ad P on Hiil # 25% (X2 897620) and
a squad S" mat G2 g% X 908512, dssume regponsibility of FSB Margo
from 11 Q%clock, 3e pw)a' 21 on coder, to conduct limited patrols
within the ’ ‘ :

o122 z3signed missions
et Lieliborne assanlt gt 271400H Lo seize
al 7D 902609, Upon arrival of

c :
rom 2 C‘clock. On order eow,hlish a sguad sized (P on Hill #202

=

094614 . 3o owepared to condact linmited patrols within the
Betielion TAGE,

e, Dom TN Donsins ssgigned mission.

oo 20 ) L with ore (1) sechion in 1% Mgrgo .
Fabablisa position in ge i vic‘ nity of XD 903540 o @mmnarh

L
2atta J. on operstions .n wabieiion TAR, Be prepared to support 1/3

withis rangs o spahilivizs.

Z. '!o6mm - Maintain one (1) section of 106's on
elars gn%- uZ Ptud Jor deidvery to FSB Margo on order.

L. N J,..J_‘l‘ al st LZ Mgrgo, be prepared to lisison

vizh ndva_luO paﬁcy from Bixy "0M, 1/42 to determine Zeacsigments

neresaary to establich FSB l‘ia._go. Prepare FSB Margo to receive
Btry "C", 4/42 FIT 28 July 68.
i. Coordinating Instructions, :
&) Supperting arms will be used to the maximm extent
poggible, .

i - LAPRN
Sure \(s )
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: :aéfé ‘nsé of 'F‘SB*’Mérgo;« with grid

»north be:.ng' 12 G’clock‘

4, Administration and Togi stics,

2. Supply. , )
(1 5 The source ofsupplyls the Battalion S-4 representive.
(25 A11 resupply will be effected from LZ Stud.
(3) Battalion unit distribution w:Lll be in effect.
(4) Prescribed loads ca ~will berin: ,
¢stablished Battalion SOP t6 include 3 WI's and a minimim: of ‘three
%) canteens of watﬁr upon rtegf»;c'uuce of Camp Carroll.
5) Resuppiv will be sccomplished by helicopter from ISU,
LZ Stud uO the o‘esd_gnawu Léts in the field.
(6) chuec-tc for regupply will be submitted to the
Battallon 3«4 representive by 1100H daily.
(7) 4n emergency package of Class I, Class V and water
for one (1) rifle company will be staged at LZ Stud. In She event
that this package is used, reconstitute immedistely.
(e) Emergemcy resupply requests will be submitted directly
to the Bzbtalion Commander, with justifications.
(9) Erergency medical supplies for 20 casualties will be
staged by the Battzlion Surgeon for on cgll delivery to area of
operations. : :

"~ b. Captured Materisl, '
(1 % Particulgr gttention will be devoted to. ligsion with

the Battalion S-2 representive far proper evacugtion of captured
maberials, .

2) Prisoners will be evacuated to a Battalion collection
point, to be designated by S-" upon arrival at LZ Margo as rspidly
as possible, Additional collcctlon plontg will be announced as
svailable,

38 ? -
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+ DBraguation snd Hogpitalization.
(1§ An up to date med evac roster will be prepared by S-1.

Jompenies submit roster to S-1 prior to 070CH 27 July. Deletions
g a result of rotasbion, RER and casualties will be reported as
300n as possible after individual leaves the field. The S-1 will
provide the S-3 with effective field strength at O7OCH daily,
Companies will submit strength reports o S5-1 by 063 daily,

(2) Casualty reports will be provided S-1 not later than &
hour after med evese is completed.

(3) Under narmal cumstarces, casualty evacuations will not
be attempted until the enemy force at the point of combact has beem
neutrgliged,

(4) 411 casuslties requiring evacuation will be trangported
to Company ™", 3d Medical Bn at Dong Ha, except severe head wounds
which will be takén directly to the hospital ship,

d, Miscellansous. ‘ .
(1) - Spot reparts will be submitted as per occasion. Submit
initial report with basic informstion as soon as possible, forward

complete information by follow on repart. ,

(2) Constant police of LZ's will be emphasized., LZ's will be
kept clear of trash, loose eauipment and any matter thst can be
swepf into helicopter roturs.

3) Each unit will ensare that appropriate mmber of air panels
will be carried to ek s,

(4,; A3L wgver canr, helicovber siings and cargo nets will be
returned erpecitisucly ag possitle,

(5) Frewrs toalb she waximam gmount of a casualty's 782 gear
he evacuated with the individual to Dong Ha. A1l equipment that
cannot be evacusbted with the casualty will be cached and returned
vo 17 Stud as expeditiously as possible for reingertion into the
supply sysbem,

5

. Command snd Communicstione.
ao Command, Command Group ALPHA will consist of;

€0, w/ radio operastar. S-3 w/ radio operator.
24 w/ radio operstor. 14w/ radio operator.
81 P1t Cmcr, w/ radio operator.

Sergeant Major, Comminications Tech.
Interpeter, Chgplin,

Corpsman. S-1 representive,

£-2 Onier, S 4 represcntiva.

b adio Gpera;(an | 5 AST Tean (3

Wire Team 1) Journal clesk {2)

(1) Initial locstion of the Alpha Command group will be L
ng"ro; -

b, Comminications and Flectronics. Frequencies and call signs
are as distributed by the Battalion Comminicstions Officer.

ARNEX S 4 Operation Overley. @N@)[L&SSEF’UE@

CFFICTAL J.W.MARSH

©. A, RINDFIETSH Lieutenant Colonel, USM:
lajor, USMC : Commanding

w3 39 '
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