
 DECLASSIFIED 

lL.~ADQUAJ1TL·RS 

•
. 3d BattaHon, :1d l:arines : . a lia.l':ineDivision [Itein] :?IiF 

FPO San Prancisco, California 96602 

; E. ~ ~.ll:\_ :)'i:50., 1 i!, 
! 1,,; "}',".'II'.0:..C;) ~7r:O.81io 

..... - 1 

1;.,1·~:: L" / 1 ~ : , . j 

':;lIe r-:CGvisions of reforences [a]atld [b} ,enclosure 

DOlr1t,i :~.u.UI~ :1,.!C 7 J"'f:?~.C i:.J,·~(--:rl;·D,ls ~ 

Dec13,~'~:,,·::..f:i.ec ai'te:e 12 Y';-:9.:"'0. 

DECLASSIFIED 

l>,l 
i9 
C) 

~ 
z... -­w 
~ 

'" ~ 

~ 
",,~ 



DECLASSIFIED 

PART I -,--------------------- OR,GAi'}:ZATICHLJ, D~;.TA 

PJ:,.J.1T II ------~-----.---.... --... -.:.- FAJ."lnATIVB SUM: L;~Y 

f.AIlT III --,.----------..:.'------- StQUEHTIAL LIS':0IHG (iF ::::IGj ~IFICAl'IT ;WEirTS 

IV 

DOlmgradcd at '5 ')oar intervals; 
Declassified. after 12 yt:ars. 

" 

DECLASSIFIED 

" 

'. 



,-\ 

.~. 

DECLASSIFIED 

PAnT I 

1. 3d Battalion, 3d Harines DtCol Il C s~~ :1JT IZ_:~:~ 1 :-3,0 Lpr f,g 

H&S Company Capt B J ~'ILLlb'tS c; 1 -30 Lpr 69 

I Comnany 
..;' - CB,l)t J :.. } TiJ(!~~.2 1 '-30 iJ.pr 69 
; 

Ca:~)t B " GC!.;D-I:lIl'J 1":30 .i\.pr 69 .'-) K Company 

Capt i.j ii ICt1ULiJ~ 1 .. °30 AliI' 69 v 

.\ 
JJ Company 

Ca~t I" B jUE'iY 1-30 P~pr 69 

01-11 ;,:pril - XD927437, Thon Doc Kinh lIap Sheet #6342 II, Series 17014 
12-10 April _. Y1)338702, (~uang Tri Uap Sheet ff64t~2 IV I Series 1.7014 
'19-20 Lpril - XD991492, 'l'hon Doc Kinh Han Sk,et };S342 II, S':cies 17014 
21-25 April - XD764459, Huong lIoa 1'Iap Sh:~et ;;;'6342 III, Series L7014. 
26-30 j.pril .... Y))098241 t So. Hoi lIap Sheet i/6341 I, Series L7014 

xecutivc ;;fficer 

8-3 

S-3A 

Ldjl'ctant 

3-2 

3-4 

Supply Officer 

Persom1el O:Nicer 

COULlunications.Officer 

j.rtillcry Liaison Officer 

FOrYfarcl Air Control Officer 

~~ir Maison Ufficer 

Chaplain 

~··raj tf J f) K1 1. '>~. ::~l:~ 1-'"50 L})r 69 ~~ 

ilaj C C DAVIS 1-5 l:..pr 6~i 

haj R .c~; Dc;f\:'mST 6-30 ;,pr 69 

2dLt J P H.IGOUWT 1-30 Lpr 69 

2dLt R JJ jHlmRArI 1-30 ,'"pr 69 

2d:'~t J' P. RIGCULOT 1-30 Lpr 69 

8apt ~,! J dEI'lE 
1 stLt J ]J eLSe,IE 

1 stLt P n SLUG~,t( .l. 

1 stIlt J C' l1I lril'}:.IR '" 

1 stLt E II LUCi ... [3 

1-17 Apr 69 
18-30 ;cpr 69 

1-14 ';.,:9I' 69 
Jr 15-30 "~l)r 

1-1C Lpr 69 

69 

p }l~1C',n ,RS 17-30 ;,9r 69 

1 sUt G ., KEl.:.Lcvnc 1-30 j~pr 69 

1 stLt IT i: HLTCH 1-30 :",;,?r E.9 

Lt:;r:dr I: 'U 1',',Dn:GFn~LD 1-25 j,pr 69 
YcCr1Ci,:r J Dl:1LGli..Jl 26-30 l~pr 69 
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'~~~ii$~~ 1- . • PA.l:l.'1 II 

J.~'lm>.$mdl:Ji~.J. 

])uring this reporting peI'iOd. th~. Battalion o?sta ted. 'in the l1aine Crag 
to. Contact was lim! ted to 2 occasions which rest-:,l ted 11:1 2 Marine InA I 8 

and the enemy used mortars twice. The AO was soa~~c~ed ~ii.thOut and 
significant results. From 12 to 17 Anril, the.3attalion was at Cua 
Viet for rehabilitation. After rotur;ir...g to t1!c Eaine. Crag AC, search­
ing was continued. 
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. " 
1t E lL ECIUL1L.H 1-30 L.pr 69 

Batta.lion Sargeant Uajor Sgt1Iaj F E DESJ;,'cDI!fS 1-30 Lpr 69 

4. i .. VERL.GE JKl~THLYSTHENGffH ---,- -- .. ................ -~-------.. --.-..... 

USEe USl! 
Officer Enlisted Officer Enlisted 

35 1155 2 53 
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.. - .~~. . • PART III • 1 • ~§'~,!,;1..~~_ql.rZ.R 

a. RGgimental vperation Order 5-69 

(1}Conduct s/n opera~ion$ in bO. 

[2] Provide security for FSB Cat~.t1ill' p91 t 

b. Regimental !!'rag Order 20-69 

and lUll 950. 

. [1.] Be prepared to· move to Cua Viet byincrGlll()nts commencing 
in 2-3 days. Details to follow • ho'\'r~v~r entire :an 'Will end 
up at eua Viet as an enYtity. ~ 

[2] l~nticipate· that 1/3 Jdll R&Il after 3/3 is finished. 3/3 at 
tr~t time ldll assume 1/3' s mission. 

c. R()gimental Frag Crder21-69 

[1] Be prepared topaes OPCO}T to 9th }'larines. toaccomode.to. in 
offeot, relief on position. 

[2] Upon reliof 3/3 units in Cua. Viet participate in local 
operations and Rfclt. 

[3] Be prepared upon completion of R&R to rclievo1/3 in 
Operation Maino Crag unloBs athenriso directed. J 3/3 
he'lilift l'1i11 commenco at 11 10'OII. 3/3 OF at 11 0800H 
will helilift toCua V1etto relievo CP of 2/9. Not over 
24 passenecrs. 

d. Rog'imcntal F'rag Order 27-69 

(1] Planning for holo-relicf on position of 1/3 by 3/3 16 1305R 
Apr 69. . 

[2] 18 Apr 2 companies and advance CP 3/3 from Cua Viet to 
Vandegrift CB. 

[3J 19 Apr3/3{-) from VandogriftCD to ndnc Crag i,e.. 
e. R0gimental Frag Order 28-69 

L 1) 3/3 on 18 Lpr move 2 companies· and UP to Vandegrift en 
and prepare for relief of 2 companies and 1/3 CP on 19 Apr. 

[2J Relieve inplaco CoB 1/3 at FSB HcClintock and Co C 1/3 at 
1.Z Pusan. . 

(3] Holilift CP(-) to FS13. McClintock and assume responsibility 
for 113 I s 1..0 and OPOOt! of Co map nics 1.. and D1 /3. 

(4J Conduct S/D inea:stor'1y dire'etion along tho Ta Riop and 
KbeKa Rauan valleys. . 

[5] RGtainsocuritYat LZPuse.l1' until othS:M1isedirocted. 

(6] Lif't of 19 i;,.pr1;lill commcticcatOeOO and not at 0900 as 
prcviouslyst;atp'd 

f. RQgimental Frag Order 29.:..69 

[1J Uponcomplotionof CoD lift from 13 Pusan to Vandegrift 
CB t chop O?COn of" Co D to 1/3. 

'0 .. ""_....... 1 
-"-.~~ _ .. '._." .. 
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• 
t..ssualt and sccuroLZ T1;1ba,.~om:.plete rmnainder of relicf 
l." 1 ce " 'I fo'" "A I 1',,'~ 'F" ~ h '1' 'n p a, • ~o , ' ,~ ~v,~on ~~~S~Q ~ 

Secure Hill 718 Tarexa, compl{:~b,y 23 lipran prepare for 
FSB oecupationon25 1.pr. 

l~ssume OPCOlJ of Go i'rotn 2/3 on 23 Lpr at FSB Nc0Untock. Be 
prepared to chop PSB IicClintock and company back to 2/3 
about 25 i~pr. 

r 

[4] Continue searcht6 east. Upon reachifigDa Krang Riyer be 
prepared to searcli it, as well as trle Khe Ba 10 and Kilc 
Tuin Vallcysin LO. 

Regimental Frag Order 31-69 

[t] Secure Rill 718 and LZ TaraH:l complex by 23 1800R. 

[5] 

Complete an external zono on Hill 71Bby 24, OBOOH. 

Be prcparGd to accept tactical lifto£ onginocr, demo, 
and "ra'Gor on TarauaandHill 718 complex b1 24 OSOOR. 

Be prepared to advi13ctlii13Hec,dquartcrl;;) LS1.P upon 
(:omplotion of internal zone on Rill 718 at that time 
be preparod to acc(;')pt FIRPpe) team. 

Upon com.pletion of the li'IRPPD, be prepared to accept 
heavy equipment on Hill 718.. . 

i. Regimontal Freg Order 32~69 
" 

110VC units overland 1.::;"J' tosGcuro LZ and provide 
security for downed helicoptor vicinity of 033199. 

Enrouto to downed hoHcopto;tsoloct Sui,ta:blc LZ for 
insertion of 81mm mortecrs for closo~in support. Notify 
this Hcadquar'-tors ~pon seluctio,nto fr; g holilift ,of 
81 mID mort.!?r;,:>. 

j. R,,"gimental Frag vrder 33-69 

t.;ontinuG sin .?.nd secUrity opere.tions. 

Pass fro1'l3d l'Inrincs to 9th l'larinos OPGOH' on 2 Na.y. 

Take (IP;':;ON of Co G 2/3 on 1Jiseman 2 Nay. (:10,80 out 
~JiseEU'.n and hDlilift G 2/3 to Ve.ndegl.'ift CB on 3 May. 

liolilift to IHliot '-:B and FEB Fuller, conduct SID 
operations in nmJ;~" . 

k. Ba. ttCl.:l.ion I"iissions /~ssj.€,,-n0d 

[1} Battalion Frag Order 4-69 

[2] Battalion Operation Ordor 2.-69 

[3] Batte.lion Frag Crdor,~ to CporationOrdcr 2-69 

[4] Battalion F·ag Ord.or 2 to Oporc,tion Ordor 2-69 

,~ 
"'{;;~ 
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2.~fiF!'~_GP~iTl..9.I~S~,£).~1lm . 

'1;t", Soe ·.pe.r:a$aJ)h t ab6v6~. 

:h~~J!i"'«t~s;~!NJfTilj!PR~~N.:'~'~N~ 
R:iJ~ 1~~~ :'b1: Al'~Jl~~rY!l:.ir 

. 02. . 
,it 

.PO\; 
o 

4 ~""~QllS!L~~j~f)'· ~S!#iN~!!> .. 
Kt!~rllij,m.4 

U$II;' '((~.; J)' 
UsN 'po. 0, 

iij30. 
:~9 
,~ 

·itrro· .:~i~i~tl. 
".". ·0· 

5,;~§W~¥lC~~9,~,J!lfiP.L()!Jl~1! UO#~~~S,ng"~:~§~th; .Q;C':kP#;lb 

6.; .~lHltlD'~REL1.~t(')Nm 
. ~.j¢t~iQJl.p~£i~6N,.:5d.~1ii1'*fi~!»f~~i~1i" 

Ql~jJ K~:tl';bPcbN"dJ4afi'nfi$ ............ . 

t~~ t=~~=~~r~~~i~~¥",;ljlt.,,~)j}l\r{l;f?~ flle¢h]' 
\)is.\l~o;r,9.~~~i~,l1n±~s 

··~~.f!~i!~iip~~~tr:~;~~, .. }a.~nMS 
25.~27 J.pr~l ~iss\r!lle 0 PCOHCoH;~.ld.':an:f ~d~rr.,c~ 

7t.lQW:P~ 
~'o~bat·Ess~~i~l.: ·Zq~:ptnf,:}nt,at.ef;5~·,Qf:;0 ·j;.pr:!..l. 1'969., 

8;LOQIST!~ 

a.Suppl,ft;. , 

ttl .eomba.t.\Esse#,ti~isliI>pH~s. o)i·liaIid,lf'a:$F~1:':.5%.,a8, .. 9~.3p{.pnl 
1969" Q11.1;~ca.lahQr~SlgQa, o~~~cl .i.nth~ following items: 

fi} 

IleJl~ho~tfrg$, 
lPlame-thr6wer3,' 
lln'tonntn' j.s?~~6 , 2 
T~101'1lQ~et~;[4.P1"5~ 
Gas l~~ki~¥f~?t '. 04QO 
thtOllzlat RCa,9EI? 
n\U'l,~,~hol!iont~ ,dft.pril,. ciais-Vw/;,$ .~araWil.f:tQ~ ,the 
LSi;; i;ttVandegr:i.ft C13t1tthiioproblem:a tittleOdntercd.' 

b. &~mat 

D\1nn$.l~p~l,~o.SuJ!:P'1Yt~ns.·~. ho~iCbp't~i-.,ktiiAAdpquate 
~1l!li~¢:t" o.f:·helt:cQpt~*sfor i~~Siip'pl,:t mots eMounterci4during 
thi$pajf.f£)~. 

e~' Ev:(-H!UftUQni'~H9jnitslU,Za:t~ 

··"".bl kil.! mOdeY:a~~'WorOby liol:f6p'p,tQ~$and;.nQ: p-rQlitoll1s.W4r.$ 
sne~unt'~ll~ '5 j nl1~\n'T::[! !\\C;:q~,ifJ:fllt:\liii""'. . ". ! \'-:!.)Lil!\.'.:)L::G·\.\l::'Y~~lJU L:.:::s{~!/~ 

l 

~ 

!.. - - --
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Q.~T:t'anSRo,-rta:ti:O:h 
-~ ..... " .... '" 

[t1 
t21T±tuc~:&utJ,1?w'$':Ii,~r.~liQ;e~~"!.te:. 

e~Sarrie~: 

ttl ~:e~iitJ.:!;i~~:J:g:~£~~~s~n~:,~jf~;tt~:=~r:'~$a:~;~.~i~~:p~ .. ~~ 
Sllj)~0;tlt~d h,': 4 RS'JD" s ftOll1 

e~i:~:~~~:~~~:i~~=~r~:~~~· 
,Off),ceHCur'f1:hd1,a anti '2aretyen~:1;j;lt;~ 

~tf~~~ti!:1~~~tE~~:i:~t:.B;!!~':~e 
''I'4e :m6:rt;'1i:i,ic'J:s {,;rrD'l:lihle;li~rt ,\'!l:;t0.\;i11:£{rf~t'. 

PoS''ta.;tse~Y:1;:clZr ~-t~s t);t'.',il':' 

NQ l~)Je±lji wo.sauth.o'1!l'Z:e·ad~J:n~· 'tiiiei1lQnAtho: 

l:1a,r'il'lQ d~jtel1Ciflge :i(aQiIiiJii e:sW'O'r~ rj;o't'tivttl:Ui 'bl;?,·$Qtne::Ba tt,ji:ion 
ilf;t e ilhole.P'i:n.i,t:Od;E~6:hh{}g(;'tfe.s-. c:vD,j:;ln ,,'J. e.fcfrt1i~ Rot{i':t.rba 
~erSQrtnel· 

D~:r'ing ~lJ.e m.6n:br,;; ... 't11:eB!;..-ii:l;i[fJ:i;a-Il. ~:s-dv~ '6~t theflJt16';r::'l,1g aw:',tdi;t! 

$£lv~i',S1;.at t 
jjtQ1fz"t}St~t 7 
lJf.Pty:· .• .-.~~i~vB.mo,nt ;iedb.:t}Q 
tt1;tVy CotwJiE'i~"<1atitf~'l, ~!eda:~ 3 
EU;r,~t~ E:¢r.,rt 15 
V~etnamesQ OtO;St:! o'f G'B.],~an.tfy;:l'1 

........ '.' ·P··'~R·S"J>;r;:E' ·L·· n ""'~: .'~-~ 

12. 

Qa[.'11's:1U,S:11,;C ..Qf:ti:9a;;: 
'JjO$BCiS'. 3· V$NCQ,ff:iccr 

lflO: trsKC ilri:~j$:to.d:l'qSlr 0$',flicEir2USN En'lifited 
81 Ufil·1<:.:mn:1:i~t$(£ r"US}~o.tf,ice:;t4 USI~ Enlisted 
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(W~~~~;£~UU"U~iV! 
. l;:;I I • . 1IIIIafu""." ~., 

,fare found. J.uusc ~J • f rtillcry, Smell 
amounts of r'bo~"on9-.~scDllaneous gc£,r wero eo.pturod. 1.1so 
4 O]l0my fOl"ti!io.liUOllS; W(,rc discovered. The Bnttclion 
rc:tv.:d~$;ta. ted 12: 1'1 L pfil c t cu..... Vi at. .. 

,.,/,. '~ 

13. CQlOOltI.Q,L:·.T1.oN~ 

14. 

Communi.cntionsromnined excellent in the Batte.lion (-) operation 
aroundFSB Cat os during tho first pr.rt of 1.pril. Tho platoon 
Bk"l.in.tr:.inod !l. $mnllwire system at, Vcndogrift CB throughout the 
month. .. ..... .. 
On 11 i:.prii,' the Battnlion l2lov~d to'CUtl. Viet. Using the nntcm,-"k". 
.L.S2236, the Bntt.:'1lion. retained co~cntions with it- s reel's. 
at Quang Tri rind Vnn-dogrift CB while the cOl:lpa.nies operated out 
9f Ma! Loe, C9, and Oeccn View ruld;rehabcd c, t Cue. Viet. 
Tne ~a.ttn1ion i'loved frota Cua Viet 'on18 l.pril to p!:.rticipate in 
,tb,o·rlnal phesoe of Oporntion .fi1P~no Crag .. Cc.roful positioning of 
; ~ll'~; ~B~ttp..liont s ,':.lphc'l. Command allowed continous communications 
·w~t;f(p.l1 conpe.nies in the mountainous terrain. 
'Dur1il,g,Oporation I~aineCre.g, the Battalion' s FOI'VTard i~irCQntroller 
exccutbd R suc~essful air strike on an unpopulatcdkno11; n~ar the 
Laotian border using the VIIF-JJ'1 mdio LN!PRC41. The ·squndradio 
1J~!PRCf,a had its first test with tho Battalion on FSB l"IcClintock. 
Cotl,P-cny K used the radios for loed security. Tho snaIl frequency 
;t'~,ni5o of the radios roquiring then to sh~ro the Bf.l,ttp.:lion IS .L.dmin 
froq119nC¥.made this oxporinont somewhat less than.su9cessful. 
Toward t.ftQ ond of the month, the tiire SQction of the Cbdmunications 
Phtoon fewired the Battalion' s phone system e.tQuangTri:. 

During the nonth of 1..pr'1, tho'Wo['.thor l>ms very dry, hot, ['.nd 
humid. 

i.veragb High 98' . 
J~vcrfl.ge Low 74· 
~verage Humidity 87% 
j~verage Rl'.infall *" 

)5. ''l:IRE.,SUPPORT 

a. Uni ts pro~ting. diroct and gener~l support: 

[21 Btry L, 1st Bn. 12th M~rincs 
[ BtryC, 1 at Bn, 12th Narincs 

~435 Btry ',it 1 st Bn, 12th rilr,rinca 
Btry K, 3rd Bn, 12th H~ .. rino$ 
1st ProV'isionp.l, 12th l'if'.rim~s. t 6 Btry G, 6th Bn, 33d, .. rti1lcry US;. 

b. Nissions Fired 

[ 1 ] i:.rtillory 

5 
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• ([\)- Propc,rntory Fires 18 
(b) .Night Dofensivo Fires 22 
:(e) Live liissions 1 
(d) Suspected EnoruyPositions 
(e) H & I Fires 260 
(f) l.mnuni tion Bxpended: 

. Typo 
105m.l!l 
155L'l.l!l 
107li1ll 

HE \~P III 
1633 158 32 

78 42 0 
20 12 0 

[2] 81mm Mort~rs 

(a) Pre},¥'.ra tory Fires 
(b) Targets of Opportunity 
(c) Counter Morte.r Fire 
(d) Suspected Encuy Positions 

, (e) ··Night Defensi vo Fires· 
(f) Illumination 
(g) Ammunition Expended: 

~ WP III 
4'724 172 93 

16. ,LI~ SUPPORT 

17 

~. During ..'~pril, 7 conpa.ny sizo holioopter lifts were completod •. 

b. 12 flights of fixed wing.were. requested nnd 11 reoeived. 

c. 22.TPQ's were requ~sted and 14 received. 

d. 14 1;..0' s wore requested ~nd 35 received. 

e. 30 modovl'cs were ro que sted e.ndrecaivcd. 

f. 9 C&C flights were requested and 8 received. 

g. 166,388 pounds of c~rgo was lifted. 

Nli~ ... 

6 
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PL,RT IV 

.§lJ,P'pOR'UNG. DOIJUHENTS 

Journal Stru.Inar1 

01 L.pr 69 110 Significnnt Events. 

02 Apr 69 No Signif'ieantEvents~ 

03 Lpr 69 N() Signi.ficllft't Eve.nts. 

04 J..pr 69 No Significant Event,. .. 
05 J .. pr 69 NoSignificnnt Events. 

06 Apr 69 No Significant Events. 

07J:..pr 69 2315H In thoaroa ofYD095457. Co K listening posts h~t!.rd, 
movenent to the west. Firod artHlcryand 60mm mortar i11-
unination andsoall ams. The tP returned to the lines. Search 
of the area next morning resulte:d in n08?tive results. 

08 i:.pr 69 No Significant Events. 

09 1..pr69 No Significant Events. 

~O l..pr 60 No Significant :tlYents •. 

11 Jipr 69 No Significant Events. 

12- 17 Apr 69 Rehabili te. tionat Cua Vtet. 

18 .f~pr 69 0630H In tho l'.rca of YOO33232. clO!!lents of ;';0 D, 2d Bn, 3d 

19 Lpr 69 

20 Apr 69 

¥tarinos discovered 2 VGry old fighting holos while checking 
out a tr2..i1. 1..1so at 0730Hin thG area of YD03123', discov0red 
5 bunkers 4x5' facing a snell trail and very old .. The main 
trail was 3-5 fC8t wide ~d under heavy canopy. The bunkers 
were destroyed. . 

no Significant Bvomks. 

1045H In the ar(,a Ofdd_~tj' 
1 hut 4x5' and appro~~te 
r$sulted in find1_, t'pott 
dest~. 

elements of 00 K discovered 
months old: Soarch of the area 

typoompty jug. The hut was 

154SH In the e.r~a ~YD05 .... I olec;eni;s of Co L discovered a 
vill?,ge consisting C11~1 edbunker 12x12', 1 fighting 
holv.1communi t;i b~Min,g 5x10·. a.nd 1 hut 12x81 constructed 
off tho grOUl:\d .. ~';const#lction appeared to be about 2-3 
m.onth. SO .. ld~ p~d~.Jy'<:n indigenous village. There.' wero 6 
chickens and 1·~'i~., S,:archod aroa. with negative results. 

1030H In the area. of YOO47295, the 106 Pl twhilo on p~trol 
\\1scovered an abf:'.n<loncd villngo. The villago consisted of 
approxb.at01y 25-30 old bar.:boo type huts. riost had been 
pr..rtic.lly dostroyed. 
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3 

\ 
-nnii~~~~~n1m.l; 15~1" :~'.~n:.:. i:~.~~~~: , G~~~:!::!f :n~:~:~:~:(~/~~ 
\W~\1!Jll:, \S - -- . ..:...t9Jii contm.ners. The huts were approximately 2-3 months old. 
,~-' end had no signs of recent ocoupn.ncy. The tll;'Gt. was d0stroyed 

2' Apr 

, 24 J..pr 

by 4.2 I!lort~u·s. . 

10,On In the aren of YD047283, elements of Co I discovered n 
very large anit1Al trap consisting o:f a 3 foot high bnmboo 
fence extending 100m. across a fing~r.Tho fenoe hl?d openings 
with log dORdfallsover them. The animal ki+led was dead 
about 2 lleGks. " .', 

1,,00 In the area ot YD084255, elements of CoM disc6vored 
4 Montngnard grass huts approximatelY 2 monthsold~ Senrch 
of the area resulted in finding cooking gOf!~r, .. bp.skets., water 
gourds, [md a 1964 NVA nel'lSpaper. . . " 

1400Ii In be area o:f '1D04?279, eloments of Co I cUscovGred 6 
ptinji pits along sidoof a trail. The pits were about 18x18x18", 
the' st<ikeS'il0re firo hardened bnmboo .. Tho pits wore 6 months 
to 1 year old. They were destroyed. ' ' 

1600n In the area of YD084248, 'elements of Co 'lJf dis¢~vered 4 
liVing huts and bunkors constructed under, them. Search of ,the 
are~ resulted in finding cooking utensils. lattin-cs, and 7 
pigs. The aroa was dostroyed. 

06,OH In the a.rea of YD0532i3, elcr.lonts o~ CQ I,. ciiscovered !\ 

village containing 9 huts. Bunkers';±ox5' woro'constructed 
under 3 of tho huts und covered with logs and dirt. The 
village apIloe.rod to,~e quite old and hali not beon occupied 
for nt,least a month.'J~ sllL:~ll Qrock rnnth,roueh t~1ovillf'.ge. 
The villnge apporo.rcd -to be e .Bru villtlgQc.ndvw,s dostroyed 
nfter sct'.rchin.g trli th nogntive results. .. - .. , , 

, . 
. 1 nOll In tho area. of 10081241, clements of Co'Mmndc point 
cont~ct with an unknown sizo enemy forco.Smallnrrns fire 
was returned along with rockets from an 40. So~rch of the 
area uncovered 2 fighting holcs and spent cartridges. There 
was 1 Marine ~lIJ~ medevac. . , 

1300HIn the area of YD085265,' eleme~ts QfC~ M disGovered ; 
huts cstirlated to be 6 L10nths old~ The huts 'were d~stroyed. 

1730II In the area of ~8'02,elcment~ of Co K d:Lscovered e. 
cult~vated area about ta~re consisting of corn, sweet 
potatoos, tind be.ru:mGs. It hci.d 3 access trails. The area was 
'dostroyed. 

0745II In the area of YD052228~ elonents of Co 1 discovered 
1 hut constructed of wodd".r·.~'" loaves, R190 2 holos dug into 
the side of l\' hill. The aro,:; wf'.s301l1 south of a stream. 
Further down a trl'.il another hutw8.s found with 3ho108. The 

area wasestime.ted to be 2 I!lonths old. The huts were destroyed. 

2 
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OBOOH In. tho ~:ret:: .ofYDq6030Zt clements of :.;0 .. 1\. di~covor(;d 
several huts. in Hie C!ia£l:o'f~<-t~9¢Oi"nfi(::td.Thc crophCd.becn"' 
tended t>li thin the IF\.st· 2-4tt:"Y~:";~iot:I'Qr. of the aren rosul ted <., 

in finding> 4 1116 Dc:eaz:inQ.~,ltf~~h6in0t,. san<1be,gs~. and 1 
rubber !llc"'t ttro·s;s. . . ' 

OaOOH In th<:Farea .of' ,YD06~~~, elcmG~tsof 8()K disc~v9red 
an. Cn(;lIlly~ositionUS0c1;wi:t;~. tJIQ,last 2 r;ton:~.hs .. Tb,e,0:rac 
~o:qsistodof 2hu:tS,;;~.he hu:t:S'tr\crd:ddstroyod,.Ono NVA)H;ilnet 
was found. 

?~~., 

toZOR In thee.reaoittjj054229,,·Ej~tifutJnts.;Of· Co Ld1scovercd 
1 hut ;and constructiol1.mi:tteri'al$i. ':Jfls6? :2 smell holes tm.d :a 
be.oboo container usod for 1;",:ter. l{j.ltho .rna torial c.nd huts 
wore dostroyqd. 

1230H Intheerca()f.'Y-DCM.826Q,·clencnts .of Co I discovered 
a cultivated taci(tcfieldw~i;hpO:rn'I>UI:lpkinor ~ourds, n 
rice- P~~d1'f'..nd.:l~,0;~'C,:r~'bUffKlo". ~h~vill~.go· had heen. burned 
dow. alid thd aiea ;~ias.:irit.crlacod:<~;rnh well. usod trails •. 

25 Apr 0950R In tho area of YD063259,'clOriCllts of GoI fliscoverod 

26Lpr 

a cornfield 50~50fGst. lITear the .:ficldwas 2 huts constructed 
of bm:lboo and. 3 bu..1"lkors covcr0d with 2-3' logs. SGarch of 
thcaroa resulted in finding 1 N"vi~ cover, 1 uniform~ 1 pair 
of boots, 1 lNL first .aid pcckot, 1 blow gUn; 1 crossbcw. :; 
M16 ~~gazines w/cYlQunition, nnd 1 can .of Folgers ground 
coffeo. The field and huts .. rcro d()stroyod. 

1000R From YD098238 to YD096235 ,elommts .of Co 11 discov.ered 
a high speed.enemy trail, 4' wid~, rWlning north to south nnd .• ' 
clear of vegetation. The trail hadn.ot been usc,d rer:cntly. ' 

1010R In tl1oarc2. of. YD073303, elemen:!;s, of Co K discovered 
a very old nmbush sitoconsistingM 8 fighting ho10s. The 
holes Trlerc dcstroyed~ 

1500H ITl the areaofYD086292, plenonts of Co K discovored a 
cornfield 150x5Omcmda hilt thutwtiSc.pproxiIr.ntely 6 mon.ths 
old. Several old be:s.k~tsand ~ of" the rear rotor froo aCH53 
was found. Tho cornfl.Qlcle.ndhutswerc destroybd~ 

. • . ~ t 

0825li tn tho ereaof YD013262 t clements of Co I discov8rod a 
hut;';eh 00nstructed e.ndcamofle.gcd and a 100x100' cornfiold 
r()cd:d;lycult:i,va~~':d. Search of the area resulted. in finding _ 
1 burnt body,1HVL bolt, C-rations, USA chooso, baskets 
[brand m.me Holland], 1 bnnt-Q() 00\,1, 2 USA flashlight batterys, 
2 fighting holos,r;nd. 3 bIu:> shirts. Tho itcillsand hut t'l(;;!re 

destroyed. 

0825H !n tho area of YD070262, clcnents of Co I discoverod 2 
huts and tho rcnnins of t budy. The huts were destroyed. 

1700H In. tho area o.f YD057242" elononts of (;0 L discovol;'od a 
snall knoll tMt appcar~Qd to lE~vo boon [~ NVL SP. The Q~tpost 
had a }NA radio battery., 1 broken li(:~uor or w:,:,tcr bottle, and 
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coverO'dup ,co.nrpf:i,re. ~.:U f..'.ppoc.red t9 be 2-3 weeks 'old. The 
be.ttot'ywE'.Scorroddd· to the point the. t it 'foll apart' ~rhon , 

.' picked up. Tho OF cOl!ll:1and~d.-th6· I,k":.jori ty of tho Rho Kil. Ko'll 
valley. : 

27 l~pr.No SignificFlD;t Evonts 

28J~pr .0845H In the area of YD05621'o, al.monts; of Co L discovorod a 
high speed trail in a south to southoas't dh'oction. The trail 
was 2-3' wido, well used frorntlll indication,s b.ecause of 
laok.of overgrowth~The only sign~ ,of the cnany llas a. punji 

. pi t.. The tro?il was covered wi th a high canopy e.nd could not 
be seen froQ the air. 

1030H In tho area ofYD05421O, cloments of Co L discoverod a. 
small st:rean about '2' 'wide and 611 deep. f.long thostroam were 
approxima tely 21 bunlmrs and 15 uncompleted bunkers. 1 .. 1so 4 
huts 'I'd th 7 well constructed It..trinos cnd e. number of cat 
holes. Llso found was a. list written inChineso that sootlod 
to be n medical list. The complex appeared to bo n way 
st[~tion, sone of tho holos cp?carod. to bo 1-2 days ol,d .?.nd 
older. ... tree ,\'W.8 found with un rrVl:.. m,tle and his homo tOlm. 
curved into it. Tho date was 24 l~pi'il 69. The Kit Oarson 
Scout said thc'l.t tho homo t01'm tras Hanoi. Tho recently dug 
holes indicatod thct n largo size unit of about 100-150 men 
moved through the c.rof'. ebou.t 1-2 days provious. It .-::ppoc.rod 
that tho force stayed 2 days, but planned to stay longor but 
artillery n~de them llove out. . 

1200:a: In the arc a of YD119272, clements of Co K recoived 6-8 
roU11ds of 8I'lnll urllS fire. The fir€) "TCS rcturn0d with 60cm 
norte.rs and an l~O \orcs called in with negative findings. 

29 Apr 160QB In the area of YD108243. elements of Go I'-1 discovered 
an old enemy position with spider holes and a camoflaged 
cave at the stream and river junction. Along the river were 
numerous cave positions with bamboo and C-rationl'l cartonz. 
There were other positions of less permanent construction. 
It was estimated that 20+ INA/VC used the position for 1 

. . night. There were also fire pits with smoke disp~rsion 
·.---'-.-.... -:~:~-,:;::.stjt"u.ctures. over them •. 300m sOllth of the stream junction on 

!:' !:;'·';:tlk river's western bank t'las an old ¥w.rine position with a 
,; ,i'<'i~\ of trash that had been du.g up • .A human ~kul1, believed 

_'_~~~.""_'n~~n_~' __ "' __ '_'_' .-... c._.<_~.t(jf be Caucasion bec[',~.:,·:~e of good teeth and bone structure and 
. age of about 20 yeE~::"~S, ~:as found. Bverytil.ing destructable 
"lI~S iiestroyed. 

-. 3(:>' Apr 0930B In the area of Y::';098201,elements of CoM received 
approxima'i;ely 60 rounds of fire believed to be AK47 and 2 
RPG rounds. Fire lias returned with li179, 60mm and 81mm mortars, 
and artillery. Checked aroa lJi th negative results. 

1555H In the ares. of YD04 t11')6,' elements of Col observed 3 
enemy personnel around a. cLo:n:.od helicopter. Tho enemy moved 

~, ~. i,:,,"i~~j)bout 300m away and an artU:.ory mission was called. ':rhe area 
.' 'Was searched with negative results. 

II 
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Operation Order 2-69 

Ref: [2] Map: 'l'hon Doc Kinh 1 :5C1 1 000 Sheet 634.2 II 

• 
;,,"'';".; 

3d En: 3d F'Wi~;:~ 
eua V~et . 
17 2130It Apr 69 

Sa IVioi 1 :50.000 Sheet634:!H 

fb
c
·] 3d Jomrines Intelligence~stiIill~.te to O-pIi ord~r 5-69 
] 3d Marine Division cor . 

Task Organization: As distributed. 

1. SituatioI! 

a •. !pemz. Forc~ Reference [bJ applies. Additional information to 
be distributed separately. 

b. FriendlyFo~ 

[21] 3d ]\1arinas conducts sin opns J;.n r'~ine Crag AO. . 
[] 2d Bn. 3d Earines conducts SiD opns in northern portion of 

Y,Iaine Crag AO d!'iving t01'lard Dong Co Jien terrain mass 
(YD070320 to YD(90300). 

[3J ~st En, 12th Marines Dis 3d £lIarincs 
[ 4 J Air Support 

[a.] 8 CH46 aircraft requested to support troop lifts on 
1)+2 and D-da.y. 

Ib] Thes? (3) flights F!~! A/e scheduled for prep of LZ 
Tuba (YD080270). FolloYled by 1 cap during assual t 
lift. 

(cJ Continued AO support planned \luring all daylitht opns. 

c. A.ttl'J..chment.s; &Jlej;ta.ch.!:tlen~ Previously published (Task Organization) 

2. 'w"ftsion 

Commencing on D-21 3d Bn,. 3d~1arint:ls inserts into Operation Maine Crag 
and conducts offensive opns inassignedAO tofind t fix, exploitt and 
destroy the enemy, his supplies and equipment, a.ndhis supporting 
fa.dli ties and linea of communica tiona. 

3 • EXec,!.t..isln 

a. QQp.CGRt. of. O-gcrp...ti.9...n 

3d Bn, 3d Harines helilifts into rraine Crag 11.0 commencing on D-2 
vii th 2 companies l'eJ.i0ving similar elements of 1 st Bn, 3d I\1s.rines 
and initiating offw ,,~vec,pns in assigned 1.0' s. On D-day~ 1 company 
conducts heliborne aSi:,ualts:'Lrl.~O 1Z Tuba and establishes blocking 
p06i tions/pa trol be.s::N3 iuc,D.$tbrn .portion of ]3a"ttalionJ.~O. 
Subsequently 1 c.ompm·12J relievos final elements of 1/3 in south 
central portion of 1>.(; and c0YHlucts offensive opns in assigned AO. 
Battalion and company J,O t S overlays '.vill be pasep. Helicopter 
employments and Hssualt tabla (p:asop). I-~~~ _______ 

npu~v7rrulq ql ~ t\" r: Pn ~~ 
(!g tJI9..b/'!1iI"-\'!)·\·I~I'I;"IiISin, . 

I ~ ,.\::J ............ _ 
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Frag Order 4-69 

1. Situ€!. tion 

I UJJWlrn @ ~QiJV'iI!C';' 
l!:!J l!::lr'J (81\0 U 11 U ib UlJ 

--...- , 
-...._~ .. ~ •• , .. r 

</~;, " -f.~~:;os 
3d En, 3d rIarincs 
Vandegrift en 
05 1200H Apr 69 

No enemy activity reported in 1 .. Q. Co I had negative report from 
4 day SID Optl to the NW of CPo Co 11(.) continues opns to south. 
Co L OPCOR Task FOI'ce Hotel at Vandegrift eB as Bald Eaglo. Pit 
1'1 Co OPC;ON to 1/4 at FSn Alpine. . 

2. lIw;i..1m. 

Security for fixed positions in AG. Limited SiD opns. 

:;. .£J.ac;:ut~A 

Co I assume security of FSB Cates, 691, and upon lift 950. Co K 
conduct SiD opn to westef :;/3. CPo 'Jo I aSSl-tne sccuri tyof FSB 
Catos and 691 by 02 1800H. One plt(+) ~repare to iift to relieve 
2d pIt, Co X at about OJ 1000ff. Co K(-) move overland at 03 0800R 
to establish CPB vic YD870450. 2d plt,< 00 K upon relief by Co I 
mOve overland to liru~ up at CPB.Co K conduct SID opns from CPB 
for 2-4 deys. Be prepared to return overland to 3/3 CP. 

4. A~nLrto..£ 

Co K CPB to be resupplied by air as required. Admin traffic to Co 
K tvill bo olearod by 3/3 3-3. 

5. ~C_WLQl 
Insure usc of current COl. VR for com:~dcrs as possible at about 
02 nOOR. 'Ilill attempt to visit ·Co 11 "\d th current COl. Co K 
report CP location ASAP. 

Aoknoi',ledge Receipt 

Offioial 

R E DEFORzsrL' 
Hajor, U3rm 
8-3 

lsi R C ScmJLZE 
R C SCRUl/7E 

Lieutenant Colonel, fJ· S Narino Corps 
Cor:rrnanding . 

1--------·~--<·< 

L".~ __ --..... ---......-
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Co ~ (Rein) 

[1) 

[2] Be .prepared to continue offensiv~ opns in modified 
company ~nd :Satiation 1.0' s generally east and southeast. 

pp·K (Rein) 
[1] On order on D-2 holilift into FSB 1:IoClintook (YD042;02) 

inroliof of B 1/3 and oommenoe limited offonsive opns in 
assignod AO Ie. . . 

[2] Pro'lido socuri tyfor FSB HcClintock and resident un! tel 
oommand groups. 

[3] .Be prepared to provide 2 .rifle platoons on 20minnoticeto 
servo as, a heliborne oxploration foreo. 

[4] Be.pro~arod to dotach.provisional rifle platoon (from 106 
. RR pltl on short notioe. . 

d. .Q.Q..L (Ileinl· 

[ 1 ] On order on D,...2 he lilift in to LZ Pusan (YD041 249) in 
relief of C 1/3 and conductS!D opns in assigned AO. 

[2] Coordinate closely with D 1/3 during period D .. 2 to D-day 
'orhilo opere. ting from LZ Pusan. . 

(3] Same as 3'0 L2]. 

c. Co}1 (Rein) 

[1 J At L""hour on D ... day conduet heliborne assualt into LZ Tuba 
to establish bloQkingposition/patrol base as nec()ssary to 
seal off enemy casth1Cst trail networks coming from the 
Ta Riep/BaNoai and ihc Ka Rouan valleys and branch:lhg 
into the DD. Krong River valley. 

[2] Primary blocking axis is from LZ Tuba to Hill 718 (YD098241). 
(3] Same as 3b [2). 

:f. 81mm llo:r:ta;r f.ltJd. 
(1] In reserve at VeE. 
(2] Be prepared to provide additional mortar section support 

on order via helilift from veB. 
g. JQ§m RR PJ,t 

[1] 1 section D/S Company K. 

(2] Remainder of RR PIt task organized into a provisional 
rifle platoon and attaohed to Company K. 

h. 3d PH, Co:§.. "2d !ws En ,(.-1 
(1] GIS 

~",f'>'¥;iii,-.,·.:;l .. ,2 .. ) ",",.~Jf_ 
Be prepared to construct additional LZ's/FSB's and conduct 
other engineering tasks on Qrder. 

2 
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Frag Ordor #-1 to Operation Order 2-69 

1. 3/3 continues SiD opns inaccordcmce t-ri til Operation Order. 
2. Co I: Upon arrival at LZ Fishel-" (YD0:37281) mak~ liaison wlJ.rmy 

representive. At that position, l'Thile wai tingfor his patrol, . 
conduct.extensive local patrols and antbushos. Once Army patrol 
has cleared position by helL:opter, continue S/D opns east thru 
the :rollot-ring points: YD040269, YD048258, YD060256, YD074260, 
and close on LZ Tuba (YD080270) linking up with a platoon and 
81mm mortar section from M 3/3. Control of highground north of 
your axis of movement is essential. 

3. Co K: Continue assigned mission. 

4. Co L: Continue assigned mission w/emphasis on terrain feature 
extending bctwor;n YD214050 and YD250054. Detail information on 
the roads in this area is of special interest to 3d }mrines. 

~~f Co M: Upon sccuring LZ Tuba and linking up 'flith unit thero, 
continue to drive south thru those points: YD223111, YD228111, and 
secure future position for artillery at YD229103 to be known as 
FSB Taraw2. !wrial photos for first 2 objectives are in the hands 
of 3/3 Opns Chief at VCE. Seize FSB Tarawa no later than morning 
of 23 Apr. 

6. i.roas of Operation 

a. Co N initially has all of 3/3 1,.0 east of this line: YD280100, 
YD290100, YD290060, YD286060, YD288052, YD292042, YD304029, 
YD306015, to 3/3 boundry at YD305115. 

b. Co L has area south of this line: YD200073. YD218075. YD228073, 
- YD235071, YD244073, to M 3/3 boundry at YD255q75. 

c. Boundry between Co's L and-K as follow'S: YD244068, YD250063. 
YD260071, to lr. 3/3 boundry at YD286060. 

Acknowledge Receipt 

OFFICIAL 

R E DEFOREST 
Najor, USHC 
S-3 

~"\.: •.. • T.t, ...... 
. . 

Is/n. C SCHULZE 
R C SCHULZE 

Lieutenant Colonel, U S Marine Corps 
Commanding 
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(2) 3/') to be annou.nced. 

(3) Other report when esttablished. 

By Command of 1ieu~, enFtJc~onel R~ 

~~~ 
~'=ajor, - S Ma:cine Corps 

Executive Officer 

AN:-N3XES: 

.A - T ask Organization 

B - Operation Ovexlay 

OFFICIAL 

C E DAVIS 
Maj or, U S 11arine Corp s 

$-"') 
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i. 'Coox:dina.ting In§tru.s,tions 

[ 1) D-day: 21 Apr 69 

L-hour: TEL 

3/'3 ForwardCP lifts vIi th Co K. 

[2] 
(3} 
[4] 
[5] 

EEZ' spublished in Intcpigence Information Summary of 18 Apr. 

Fire support coordination - current SOP's, common acnse, and 
good judgement ~ 

[6]Upo~ arrival at LZ's coordinate to maximum extent with 
tcna~t units to effect tactical roliof and to extraet 
information on tho enemy si~tion; routes/trails in the 
aroa and location/size ofa:p.y logistical items being loft 
behind. 

[7] 'Operational reporting will be given strict comman~ 
attention. 

4. It.dmini~~.oj}LJJOejAtiQS 
a. I and L companies authorized to expend long-rats as needed" 

K a.nd U companios conS9'rve lOng-l·atS. 

b. Guidanco on health and anti-ma.larial measures 1-Ti11 be pasep. 

c. All companies carry at least 120lb C-4. 

d. Units .. rill carry- Bll. of ammunition and such additional as 
prescribed by unit commandors. 

e. 81mm mortar ammunition (est 400 rda) and 106 RRammunition 
, . (ost 75 rae) will bo availablo atFSB PJIcClintock. 

f. Units' carry minimum of 1 fresh battery and 2 spares per radio. 

g. Units are encouraged to plan opns and logistiC. r'·ql'..:,sts :Ln 
such a manner as "to reduce the frequen9Y of holo -rosupply 
flights as much a.s possible~ 

;. COmmand & CO~~4Pications/Elect~qn1Ri 
a.Communications 

[1] 1 .. 11 companies carry a light RC292 antenna. 

[2J Reference (c) applies. 

b. Commang Posts 

[ 1] 3d Narines: FSB ~ris0!llan (YD973334) 

[2] ,")/3:, Initially at :E'SB HcClintock. ' 

~cknowledge Roceipt 

Q~t~ 
R E DEFOREST 
Major, USNC 
8-3 

I IR C SCHULZE 
R C SCRULZE 

Lieutenant Colonel. US }~rine Corps 
COl:l1l'nanding 

r: 
!i 
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Frag Order #2 to Operation Order 2~69 

1. Enemy situation unct~nged. 

2. 2dBn, 3d Uarines will soon start driving on axis; YD308083. 

3. 
YD337055, YD331092, YD380081. 

Long range 3/3 interest will be in those areas; 1~237137 and in 
surrounding valleys YD222083, YD28Q103, YD250125, YD290110, and 
eventually to area YD290145. 

4. Co I: Drive as plannod toward objoctives YD300050 and YD320047. 

5. Co K: Turn over to 2d Bn, 3d I1arines your prosent position and 
drive on the 23 1.pr along the following axis; YD308065, YD360030. 
Leave 81mm section and 106 RR at present position to be helilifted 
to ~1 3/3 position on or about 24 i\.pr. 

6. Co L: Continue present mission. 

7. Co II: Continue proGcnt mission. Upon reaching feature Iodated at 
YD228111, answer following questions for 3d I1arincs: 

a. Width of hill? 

b. How steep are sides? 

c. Diametor of largest trees? 

d. Composition of ground? 

e. Eow long ~JOuld it take to clear external zone to accept demo 
and heavy equipment? 

Continue to FSB TaravTa and note nature of intervening slope. 3d 
I{arines undecided i<lhere to locate artillery. Be prepared to escort 
artillery personnel and engi:1.oors from Taraw"a to previously 
mentioned feature for their refusal. Conduct local patrols from 
Tarawa. Your other platoon will join you as soon as we can manage "it. 

8. Coordinating Instructions: 

a. Make maximum use of purified l'rater from streams and rivers lthen 
moving. 

b. 11aintain anti-malaria precautions. 

c. Continue to rocluest consummable packages of resupply. 3/3 is 
trying to get them for you. 

Acknowledge Receipt 

/S/R C SClflJLZE 
It C SCHULZE 

Ligut~na.nt Colonel, U ~ n~r~nI QOrFfA 
Oonu.na~4.~ni 

! l Ii j ~V; ;';'1) r~ ,r;;~..;; t;0 r: t,::':; ; :;;t ;'I'"~~ 

. \.Liii"\JJjfl"ii('cH "'\ \;3i'I~':;·'!!il " __ ;.;u ~L'::2LnJ~0UL .U619 

, , •• 6 .... ~. 
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