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.. IN'l'RODUCTION --
Apn a month. 'cf final transition for Marine forces in the 
Rf'public of Vietnam. The 1st Marine Division departed the country on l~ 
AllyD ~ as d:id the headqual'tel's . elements of III Marine Amphibious Force 
ill.d 1st Marine Ail'craft "ling. In their place, the 3d Marine Amphibious 
Bl'i gade was activated to control t·he units remaJlling in-coUnt'ry, including, 
among others, 1st Madnes, Marine Aircraft Croups] land 16. Force 
Logistic Conmland, 2d Combined Action Croup, Jst Battalion, 11th Marines 
and ) st Military Police Battalion. Although the m'ission of the Brigade 
includes tactical control of combat operations (until such time af) all 
combat operations terminate in May, the ground role erlding On 1 ~lay}, 
the prjnlary reason for its existence is to provide for the orderly and 
timely wltbdrawal of the remaining forces from Vietnam. DUl:'ing the . 
month, the 196th Brige,de of the 23d Infant'ry Division (U.S.A.) continued 
to assume responsibility for larger portions of ~hetormer Division AO, 
while it appeared that even the enemy was cooI,erating ·in the efforts of 
the Division and the Brigade 'to redeploy. Virtually the only manifes­
tation of his presence during ApriJ was a. continued moderate eJ(.penditUl'e 
of rockets and . a sharply increased output of atnr.'lunition in mortar attacks. 

Although the end of the month witnessed the completiop. of Keystone Robin 
Charlie redeplo;Ylnents and Keystone Oriole Alpha (Increment VII) did not 

. officially begin unt:Ll 1 May, Phase VII actually began with the standdown 
of 1st Battalion, ]st Marines on 13 AprH 'and continued a week later with 
the standdoWn of VMA.(AW)-·225. In addition, detachments of 1st Battalion, 
11th Marines and 2d CorrJ.oined Action Greup a.lso stood down in April to 
prepare for deployment (or, in the case cf "2d CAG, deactivation). Division 
strength declined slowly during the first half cf the month and stood at 
some 6,800. upon departure of the Division colors on 14 April, although 
before the end of the month, the components of the Division remaining 
with the Brigade bad drawn down to below an authorized strengt.h of some 
5,200. 'l'he Brigade also began existence overstrength, but a program of 
personnel departures had reduced Brigade .strength from over 15,000 Marines 
(and an excess of 81rrost 2,000) to less than 12,000 (and a deficit of 
more than l, 500) before. the month was out ~ . 

Although redeI,loyinent was: in the vanguard Of Division and Brigade activity 
during April, daily operations continued, but generally 'followed the gradu­
ally decreasing trends esta.blished over the previous months. Thus, tri als 
for crimes of violence, with only nine taking pla.ce during the month, con­
tinued a steady dec]j ne, as did the average number of men confined (do\om 
from 49 in January 1971 to 116 in Febru~ry, 31 in March and 25 in April) •. 
The number of administrative dj scha.rges processed during the month decreased 
somcwr.at . from the avers.ge for the first three months of the year (down 
from an average of 40 a lllonth to less than 30) t;md only three punitive 
discharges were awardee in April. Even the number of s.rrests made and 
Citations award.ed by D:ivision/BrigadeMiiital'YPoliceDlen continued to 
decline in April, although this decline may have been influenced by the 
reducti ons in MP personnel and, consequently,' MP patrolling in preparation 

for ,·edeployment. ·~e] 
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In the area of grouna r-afety, 33 non-hostile ca.sualties "'ere rc~orded 
dm'1ng the morrLh (eight for the DiYi sian, 25 fo:r the Brigade), but a 
scm,e'Whe,t larger population base in April served to reduce the non-battle 
c8f;ualt.y rate from 109 casualties per million llien-deys in March to 96 
casualties per mUlion man-days in Ap,ril. A significant fact about 
April's 33 casualties was that while casualties caused byweapon8 de­
creased from eleven in March to eight :in April (reflecting, in a sense, 
lessening combat activity), casualties frorr, non-bsttle-related sccidents 
increased from 17 to 25. 'Significant also was the total lack of casual­
ies from motor vehicle accidents (U.S. casualties), marking April as 
Ie first month in the last twenty-eight in which this phenomenon occurred. 

course, this favorable reduction may have been influenced bye, reduc­
"Lion in the number of Msrine Corps vehicl,es on the roed because of re-
depJ oyment, although this advantage may very "rell have b~en offset by a 
general decrease in the quality of the vehicles left :i r, country (in 
generaJ, vehicles in good condition have already been retrograded). 

F.nemy acti vi ty increased but slightly from March to A:'Ol:':'.l ~ the. number of 
his soJdiers sighted r:ising from 384 to 437 and hie expenditure of ammuni­
tion in standoff attacks by fire increasing' from 58 rounds to 137. How­
ever, he 10st 71 men killed 'in acHen. an.d 24 incli viduai weapons captured 
during the month. ':.':'hesE' losses compare to only two Marines killed (in 
an OV-IO do"rried by enemy ,ground fire) and 71 wounded, the73 ca,suaUies 
representj ng a decrease of ten from the five Dj vision Me,rines killed 
and the seventy-eight wounded in March. The cuunter-SFD (surpri.sE: firing 
device) program of the Division and the Brigade contir.ued to bear fruit 
during April. Thirty-nine ot these infernal dev) ce~ were found. and 
rendered harmless by Division/Briga,de personnel during the rr.ontr., while 
only thirt,een were detonated witb resulting casualties, producing a find 
to detunation rati oaf 3.00: 1 (equal to March.' s ratio ana , consequently, 
increasing the annual rt;;rl,io for 19'71 te 2.70:1, which far exceeds 1970's 
1.96:1 and 1969's 1.83:1). Twenty-seven Division/Brigade pp.rsonnel fell 
victim to such devices (~one were killed) , which was a i:light increase 
over March's total'of 25 for the Division. However, April figures in:­
cluded 20. CAG, which operated in some of the most heavily booby·trapped 
sections of the Brigade AO. Neverthel ess, April's increased poimlation 
llase served to eut the SFD casualty rs.tc from 2.6 casualties per thousand 
per sonne 1 in March to 2. 4 casualties per thcusand in April. The rema,in­
ing four Combined Unit Pacification Program (CUI'p) teams were disestab-
li shed at the middle of the month and CUP}, totals of zero in all categori es 
were generated. 

All sUI,porting arlJ'ls and heli copter support ir,dj catorsfel} sharpJy in 
April, reflecting the steady decline (over the past several months) in 
combat activity. Less than 9,000 artillery rounds .;'cre expended and no 
naval gunfire was employed. (down from over 11,000 artillery rounds and 
100 rounds of naval gWlfire· ammunition in March), while the number 0f 
fixed wing sorti es dropped from 225 in March to 124 in April. WhIg/Brigade 
helicopters flew a total· of l~ss than 2,600 hours in support of Division/ 
Brigade groUl1d units in April (down from more than 3,500 in March), durhlg 
,,'bieb time some 9,900 passengers and 600 tons of cargo were carried (down 
from over 21,000 passengers and. 1,300 tons in Ma.rch). Such support will 
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dec:cea.sc even rrOl'e :i n May, as combat operations cease and alnKlst ull 
c(.mbat support units st..and do","ll during the month. 

'1h8 JJ:ivi sion completed :its 'stay in the .Repub).ic of Vietna.Jr. in a ful 
COltib&t-rcady status, ma.intaining Hs FORSTAT rating at C-l and its' r­
cent.f;.ge of C'ombat essentj a1 equipment maintained operationally ref !'.t 
a very. hi gh 96%. AJthough the Brigade's percentage fell to 89% (an in­
evitable decrease, given the Brigade's extensive prep'urations forre­
dcpJoyment), this figure '\:THS still well in excess of the Marine Corps 
standard of [\5%~ and the Brigade remained in s. FOB8TA'l' combat readiness 
statm; of C-J. Project 805, the toD-sponsored prcgrall1 for the transfer ' 
-,f equipment to the Vietnamese armed forces, continued j n a most fe.vor­

L---"'.ble manner for the Division and the Brigade du.rillg Apri1.· Since Feb-
rua:ry, every single one of the 874 items o.ffered have been accepted, a 
100% acceptance !Iate- corrlJ'sred to 93.:8% for the same program during Phase 
TV redE;:p] oyments. . . 

Keystone Orjolc Alpha redep10Y1nents are now in :full swing, 011 ground 
cotr,bat operatj ons haYingterll1ineted on 7 May, and most of the Brigade ' s 
combatnnd combat support units are in the process of Gtanding do .. 'll. 
'J'he on]y e:xceptionsto the statement above are HMH-l.63, which stands 
d.own on 18 May, HML-167 and IIMr. ... 367, which stand down on 26 May, and 1st 
MP BattaJion, tasked to provide security for Force Logistic Command. The 
Di vi sion/Bd gade Toand Mine Warfare School was turned over to t.he 196th 
Brigade during the first week in May, as 'Were the Brignde's sensor 
assets. '1'0 indi cate the paucity of cotr,bal acti vi ty so far :in May, the 
only totals generated prior to the cessation of. ground combat activity on 
7 May were 225 artillery rounci.s expcndedand a singl(' Marine -.rounded in 
actj on. No enemy wcre sighted during the first '\-reek jn May, and only 22 
rounds of enemy rockets and mortar ammunition were expended. All indi­
cators can rell,Ronab1y.be expected to remain.in the vicinity of zero for 
the remainder of the Bri gade I G stay in Vj etnam. All Marines, except 
those cha.rgee.bJe to MACV,' are expected to be out of the Republic by the 
end of .-rune 1911, bringint: to a clm..e a long chapter in tl.arine Corps 
history, during which the 1st Marine Division and the 3d Marine A1ll.phibious 
Brigad~ havE' played vital roles. 
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Q::l.. OVERVIE,V! 

Personnel manar,em('nt within the Division, during appro:r.imately the first 
half of April 1971~ ano. withir, the Brigade, during the remainder of the month, 
has kept pace with the force strlicturereductions of the past fifteen months. 
The Djvision, prior to its departure on 14 ApriJ:, was continuously in com­
ber readiness catc[':ory C .. 1, and the Brigade remains jnthat admirable pcsi-
ti on. further evidence of the effi cienc:y" of Briga,de personnel manae:ero~nt 
is the smooth functioning of, the progrron of planned personnel depl.l.rturen 
under crHerja of Keystone Oriole Alpte redeployments. 

In the other administrative areas (involving such subjects as morale, dis­
cipline and personnel services), as well as in personnel management, appro­
pr1ate norlllE of effectiveness have been well maintained. In the pa,ra­
graphs be] ow ore preccnted abstracts of thedi_scussions contained in this 
section of the Command Information Notebook. Since this edition contains 
mated al concerning both the Division (1 - 13 April ) anf the Brigade (14 -
30 Apr:il), the re.t('s discussed herein for single Commands (Division or 
Brigade) (:i ncj dents, casualties, etc. per thousand of 8Vf:'rage strength) 
have [,cen ac.iusted to reflect rates that would have accrued. had the ,fre­
quency of the ind:icators occurred uniformly throughout the month in its' 
entirety. In addit.ion, combined rate_s referring to the aggregate totals 
for both the Dj vision and t~e Ed gade during April are often mneticned. 
'I'hes€ rates are st.raightforward, the aggregate accounting for the whole 
month. 

8. The average strength of the Division for th~ period 1 - 13 Aprj} 
was 7 ~ 063, a decrease of 2,685 from MarCh 1971. The Brigade' fj average 
strength for the period 14 - 30 Aprn was 14,322. The Division USMC 
strength, wl'liclJ pea.ked at over 31,000 in Noverriber 1969 and dropped. sharply 
during phases III and TV of red~ployment, continued to f'aD during Phase 
VI and leve11edout at the authorized strength of 5,215 Division and 13,604 
Brigade spaces :in Apr:il (See Tabs 1-1 and 1-1-1). USMC strength vrill de­
cline to zero by the enCi of'June, excepting certa:iropersonnel chargeable 
to NACV (See 'rabs 1-1-2 and 1-1-3). 

b. The April 1st 'I'erm Reenlistment I'ate for the Division (23%) was 
an increase from February's 10% and March's 21%, while the, Brigade rate 
of 15% for April was less than March's Division percentage. A fa.ctor 
which may continue, to affect. the overall reenlistment rate is the preference 
of many individua.ls to continue formal education or civilian pU,rsuits 
(See TAb 1-2). . 

c. The. volume of'Congressional and special interest correspondence 
received during April by the Brigade AdjutBllt (the totals for the Division 
are unevailable) totalled 49 pieces (registering 50 complaints, all of 
which concerned personnel cha,rgeable to the Brigade), compared to March's 
Division total of 46 (registering 52 complaints). This represented an 
adjusted rate of 6.0 Brigade pieces per thousand personnel compared to 
Division rates of 4.3/1,000 for Ja.nuary, 3.1/1,000 for February ano 4~~/ 
1,000 for March. The number ·of pieces received continues t? parallel 
fairly closely the tren,ds established in the preceding years See THb 1-3) ~ 
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d. During J\T'rH J 9'{l, Purple Heartl'i Hedals were awarded to Brigade 
p~)"so)~ne1 (figures for the Divi sion not being avdlable) Eot an adjusted 
Yat€ of 4.6 pel thousand, compared to Kar('h's Division ra.te of 4.5/1,000. 
A:pri] 's rate ",as signi fi cantly lower than He e.vera.ge Division rate for the 
:i='l cvi ous 'lhre~ lli(ln-t.hs and reflected e, decreaSe in combat actj.vi ty. Recom­
mendv.tions for heroic/meritorious end-of-·tour awards for Brigade rersonnel 
•• '8f; computed at ar. adjusted rate of 42.0 pertr.ousand d\lring Al>rii. com­
pareD '\..0 a lJivisj (m rate of J 03.1/1 ,000 in ll.€lrch. The sharp decrease may 
be E',t,tributed to thE' previous subrr,ission of recommendations for the deser­
vjng lJersonneJ 0f redeploying unitE'. This isa repeat of the patternE' 
experienced pricir to the end of tte two redeploymF.;nt increments in 1910 
(Sec ~'ab l_ll). 

e. 'J'he adjust~d Division rate of t.ria1s for crimes of violence 111 
Arri 1 was 0.9 l,er t.housand perscnnel, whi Ie that of the Briga.de '\>las 0.7/ 
J ,000 •. '1'he cOInbined rate (Division/Brigade) was 0.8 per tlJousand. lower 
by 60% th81i the lav:ision average of 1.3/1,000 for the first quarter of 
1971 (See Tab 1-58). 

f. '1'h(: J 9 unautDori7.ed a.bsences (Dividqn/Brigade) in ApriJ represented 
an increase of twelve over the seven Division absences recorded in March. 
The adjusted rate for the DiviSion (14 absences) was L.6/1,OOO, while that 
for the Brir,ade (five absences) '\oms 0.6/1,000 (See 'l'ab 1-5b). 

g. '1'he averfl.ge number of Division M8dnes in confinement during the 
ped od J - 13 April was 211 , whereas, during the peri cd 14 - 30 April, the 
average nwnl,er of Brigade personnel confined "8s·25. The combined avere.ge 
of 25 was a decrease from Division averages for Je.nuary, February and March 
(49, l.16 and 37, respectiveJy. The total brig population rate has de­
crc[Jsed froTn March's 3.8/1,000 to April's 2.2/1,000 (See Tab 1-5c). 

h. Dudng April, thr~e punitive discharges were mmrced (corr>b::ned), 
well below the D:ivision totals of 13 in March and 14 in February, causing 
the rate to spow an adjw.:.tIhent down from Marc~h' s Division rate of 1.4/1,000 
to Apr:il's combined rate of 0.3/1,000. Th~s trend can be expected t.o con­
tinue c.ue to an expected reduction in th~ case load (See 'res.b 1-5d). 

i. Apri] 1971 saw the processing of 29' e.dministrative discharges. a 
decrease from the Division's 48 in Merch. The April rate' (combined) of 
2.7 per ],000 shou1d increase during the month nf Kay, since 33 cases are­
currentJy being procesl>ed (See Tab J-5e). 

j. The number of judicia.l and investigatory 'actions concerning d.r\lg 
abuse decreased during the period 1 - 13 April (from 39 in March to eight 
in the first th irteen days of AprH. The adjusted rate of 4.2 actions ta­
ken/l,OOO during the first part of the month represented a decree.se from the 
6.5 actions/1,000 during March. The Brigade's investigatory, adrninistrat:ive 
and judicial actions for the remainder of the month showed a Brigade 
rat( of 1~.6 actions/l,OOO. The tempo of the processing of a&ninistrative dis-
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chelges cont:im'cs to fluctue,te, however the monthly number of' such actions 
S{)(lul d deCl'eM.~ rathersteadDy over the next tvo months as redeployments 
CO!:i;iliue (See ']'tl,n ]-5f). 

k. 'I'here were no reported 'racial incidents for the 1st Marine Division 
during .1anvery, February; March and Ap:dl 1971. One incidemtwas reported 
by the Brigade f0r en adjusted incident rate of 0.1/1,000. Four months 
in the past cixteen have been incident-free., Because of continued·command 
attention, the present exceptionally low rateof such incidents should 
cor,t:inuc in the future (See Tab 1-5g). 

J. For three consecutive months there were no "fraggings" in the 
Djvj sion. 'l'his trend was disrupteddurl.ng April with one such felonious 
jncident reported. rIo-wever, nc casualties' resulted from this "fragging", 
thus ApriJ was the fi fth consecutive montr in which no casualties 
occurred from such incid~nts. 1J:'he Brigade had no :incidents (See Tab 
1-5h) • 

m. 'J'he three, cfltegories of offenses committed by Division/Brigade 
personneJ and processeo. bv the Military Poli-ce Section showed a decref,lse 
fl'om March to Apri]' Major offenses (felonies) decreased from 33 to 29 
and established a ratio of 2.4 offenses/l,OOO. From J - 13 April, the 
'Division processed 13 major offenses for en adjusted rate of 3.9/1,000. 
'I'he Brig.ade adjust.ed felonious offense rate was 1.7/1,000 for 14 - 30 
April 19r(1~ Viol ent crimes continued· at the low level experienced since 
February. Marijuana violations decreased from 1.0/1,000 in March to 0.9/ 
1,000 j n April. In addi tj on ,hard narcotics violations decreased from 
1.3/1,000 in Ma:rch t.o 0.7/1,000 in April 71. Vehicle/traffic offenses 
decreased by 75% from the preceding montt. Miscellaneous offenses 
decreased during the period fro~ March's ratio of 7.0/1,000 to April's 
ratio of 3.3/1,000 (See T'abs 1-5i, 1-5j, and l-5k). 

n. Ground safety j s tpe general categoryembracirlg not only the 
subject 01' battle and non-battle casualties, but 8.1so treating, in­
dividually, incidents involving frienuly sup~ortl.ng arms, individual 
weapons (outside a cantonment), accidental d1scharges, explosiveord­
nance. Motor vehicle accldentsand operational/occupational incidents 
(Sec Ts,b 1-6' . . 

(1) ')'he battle rate (considering those casualties resulting in 
deaths or medical evacuat:ions) decreased in April 1971, to the lowest 
levd in the past 28 months. The Division non-battle casualty rate for 
1 - 13 April was 80 casualties per miilion man-days, while the Brigade 
had a rate of 103 per mi J1 ion man-days (lll - 30 Apr:il). Both rates were 
decreases from March's rate of 109 casualties per million man-days. 
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(2) 1m a:Yla]ysis of the major 
foJlowing changes: 

categories. of non-battle casualties 
rcvea}s the 

TOTAL CASUALTIES MARCHand APRIl. 
S'YP}; INCIDENT Di VI,SlQ!i . BRr GADF! .. % . CHANGE RATIO· Of <CHANGE 

Friendly Fire 0 1 None O~l to 0.1 

Explosive Ord. 0 1 Decrease of 71% 0.7 to .0.2 

Accidenta,] Disch. 3 2 Increase of 33% 0.3 to 0.4 

Wi' P'ccj c1 ents 0 0 Decrease of· 100% 0.5 to 0.0 

Opel' / Oc eupvt i on a] 0 3 Increase of' 29% 1. 7 to 2.~ 

o •. ParUcjpation in the Savings Bond Program during April 1971 in­
creased over the rate experienced in March (62.5% vs 46.6%) and participa­
tion in ·Lhe Savings Deposit Program increased 3.1% in April vs 2.8% in . 
March (See rra.b 1-·7). . 
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CONFJDEl~'J'IAl, 

DJVJSl~L~~I~AJDE STRF.NG~H AND FORCE STEUCTURE. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

'l'he averae,e strength of the 1st Marine Division during the period 1 - 13 

April 1971 was 7,657 (7,063 Marines, 594 Navy), while the 3d Marine Amphi­

bious Brigade avera,ged 14,322 personnel (13,724 Marines, 598 Navy) during 

the perioel. ] 4 - 30 April. Total Division strength, during the former period, 

decreased quite sJowJy, faning from 7,865 on 1 April to 7,374 on 13 April, 

whereas Brjgade 8t.rength declined much mOre rapidly, falling from 16,231 on 

14 April to l? ,1129 on 30 April. However, a sizable portion of the Brigade 

decrease was.;caused by the departure of remaining Division units. The 

rest of the decrease 'Was due to· the departure of personnel from 1st Battalion, 

1st Marines, 2<1 Combined Action Group, 1st Battalion, llth Marines and 

Marine Attack Squadron 225, as well as personnel declared excess from other 

units (See Tabs 1-1-] and 1-1-2). 

Division strength in the Republic of Vietnam thus dropped from a peak of 

more than 31,000 Me,rines in November 1969 to less than 7,000 Marines when 

it officially departed, while the force structure of the Division fell 

from twelve infantry battalions, five artillery battalions and numerous other 

combat support. and combat service support units to two infantry battalions, 

four firfng batteries and few supporting units. Brigade strength is falling 

rapidly and will do so even faster during May (all ground combat operations 

termi nate on 7 May), when the maj ori ty of :i ts units stand down (See Tab 

1-1-3). 
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CON1i'Im~N']'IPJ, 

lJIVI"SJ.9.I'L S~]~NG'l'H v_~J']<1'E2!D'E _MANNING LEVEL (USMC) t INCREMENT VI 

On n .l\.Pl'iJ 19'(J, the USMC strength of the Division stood at 6,805 or 
approximately 1,256 more than the effective manning level (apout 5,549) 
for that date, effective manning level determined by using as a Dasis the 
a8si~ned Divj sion manning ievel for 31 December 1970 and reducjng that man­
ning ] evel by the T/o USMC strength of each unit as it stands down. F.l­
though the excess of 1,256 seems high, the majority of troops in units 
sta'1ding dmm on that date departed wi thin the next two weeks a..l1d the ex­
cess was eJ:iminatcd. 

'J'he foJlo~rjng Djvision units departed Vietnam .during Increment VI: 

5th Marines (-) 
IJth MarjneR (-) 
1st 1"'nginecr BattaJion (-) 
1st Motor ~Tansport Battalion (-) 
1st Reconnaissance Battalion (-) 
Detachment, 1st Force Reconnaissance Company 
Headquarters Battalion (-) 
1st Battalion, 5th Marines 
11th Motor 'l'ransport Battalion (deactivated) 
] st Medical Battalion (-) 
2d Special Sccurity Comraunications Team 
7th Jnterpretj on '['eam 
13th Interrogator-Translator Team 
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l.SIi MARINE DIVISION, DIYISfij~aIii~~VS 'EFFlW'XVE KANlfIrfG LEVEL 

DIVISION USMC STRENGTH " ' EF'eIVE MANNING LEVEL __ "-:Ia: 

34--1'~"""'---J..:lI-

12000 

11000 
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7000 
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4000 

31 2 9 16 ' 
DEC~~ JAN 

31 nee 1970 
15 Fe.b 1971 
28 r.b 1971 

, Mar 1971 

31 Dec 1970 
2 Jan 1971 
9 Ja.n 1971 

16 Jan 1971 
23 Jan 1971 
30 Ja.n1971 
31 J&.n 1971 

6 Feb 1971 
13 Yeb 1971 
20 Feb 1971 

" J 

23 3031' 6 - .. 13 '20 27 28 613 20 27 3,1 3 10 13 

FEB MAR ... APR 

ml9lUVE IWfflING l&VEL 

12,511 6 kar 1971 8,382 
10,989 ' ' 14 '~r 1971 8,150 
10,460 24 Mar 1971 5,549 
.8,519 

DIYl§ION U§MQ m:UJigTll 

12,571 27 Feb 19'i1' 10,451 
12,450 28 Feb 1971 10,440 
12.345 6 Hal' 1971 10,133 
12,643 13 Mar 1971 9,2:}8 
12,504 20 Mar 1.971 8,839 
12,658 27 Mar 1971 7,907 
12,623 31 Mar 1971 7.427 
12,495 . , Apr 1971 7,212 
12,066 10 Apr 1971 6,935 
11,360 13 Apr 1971 ' 6,805 
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Increment VII redeployments, which are scheduled for the period 15 April 
thl'oul1;h 30 June 1971, provide for the orderly movement of 15,263 USMC per- • 
sonne] from Vietnrun to other locations in WestPa"C and CONUS. Planned 
personnel redeployments, by month, are as follows: 

April 
May (Projected) 
<Tune· (ProJected) 

3,213 
7,590 
4,460 

The Brigade will draw down to zero strength by 28 June. 

Generally, red.eploying ground units will join .the active structure of the 
] st Marine Division at Camp Pendleton. Since the Brigade formed on 14 April, 
over 3,000 Marines have departed Vietnam by air and surface means. Approxi­
mately 4,900 ground Marines "will leave during May for CONUS (including about 
100 for 29 PallOS with the 3d 8" Howitzer Battery and Company A, 7th Engineer 
Battalion), of which some 4,000 will move by air and 9,000 by ship. 

Approximately 700 aviation Marines will redeploy to Quantico and New River 
(some 600 by ai r and 100 by ship), 2,300 to El Toro and Santa Ana (over 
2,200 by air and over 200 by ship), and 1.,300 Marines of various ground 
and aviation "units to WestPac and MidPac. In addition, Headquarters, 3d 
MAB, 2d CAG and FLC are scheduled to deactivate in-country. 

EstabJished standdown and redeployment schedules have provided for the 
orderly and timely movement of personnel and units. As a result, personnel 
are being redeployed at a generally uniform "rate (See opposite and Tab 1';'1-3). 
No major proble~s have arlsen to date and none are envisioned for the 
remainder of Increment VII. 
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pTAND .D0W!!/PE!.PABTURE . SCHEDULE, ·APRIL - JUNE 1971 

Thf' current redeployment increment, "Keystone Oriole Alpha", involving 

the forces of the Brigade, actually began on 13 April with thestanddown 

of 1st Battalion, 1st Marines and detachments of 2d Combined Action Group 

and 1st Battalion, 11th Marines ·and continued. with the standdownof Marine 

Attack Squadron 225 on 20 Apri 1. During this pha.se of redeployment, over 

13,000 Brigade spaces will be eliminated, thus a.ccounting for all Marines 

in tlle Republic of Vietnam, except those controlled by the Military Assis­

tance CortU'o8nd, Vietnam. 

By 1 June, all the remaining USMC combat units (except 1st Military Police 

Battalion, tasked to provide security for Camp Books) and most of the 

remaining USMC combat support units will have departed Vietnam. Thirty­

three spaces. char~eable to MAGV. will remain in Vietnam at the end of June. 

These spaces will consist of a thirteen man logistic liaison team to provide 

continued logistic support to the 2d Republic of Korea Marine Corps Brigade 

and twenty men to provide interface. between the ·U. S. Air Force and U. S. 

NavY 'l'actical Air Direction Control Systems. 
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"INCREMENT VIl 
.§'rAND, D9Wll/DEPARTURE SCHEDULE " 

n~m ·1 1ST BN, 1ST MAR 
13 1RIl<:.... .W 1 DET, 2D CAG xx, : -TY=:::l YY 1} u:o:;: ... :tt.f •••••• t'eD1 1 DET, ., S'l' BN, 11 TH MAR 

20 G.17.i"'i".JJ.:i:':<:U1 1VKA(Atr)-225 . " XX II: Stand down date 

DET, FW 
HMH··46} 
H&MS-11 
MABS-t1 
HHI-167 
HMI,..367 
.KA'l'CU-68 
H&MS-16 
MABS-·16 

1 _. :m 12 3DBN, 1ST MAR "YI. Load ..I-t.(8) 1. p" 12 HQ. CO, 1ST lIAR uo 

1 :S.11D 12 DET,: 2D CAG 
1 [i-, hoL .. ; 12:i:rm jl 19 HMM-26} 
1 [i,', ., j'o no;" • i • ;. ; ... ; • ~I 24 3D 8" HOW BTRI 
1 r:;a:r ....... , 2 ....... ~ ........ 'y.1 1 DET, 1 ST BN, 11TH MAR 

7 ,i ..... ) 12 . 1ST BN (-), 11TH MAR 
7 t_::=:l 12 DET, 1 ST RADIO BN 
7 C::=yt2 DE'l, HQBN, 1ST MAR DIV 
7 en:; i:i i1 1"2 1 ST IT 
7 (u: ...... 12 . DET, HQ BTRI, 11TH MAR 
7 rrrrm 12 CO A (REIN), 1 ST RECON 
7 r.: .. AA 12 •• fi 'j1 19 HMM-262 
7 [ ••• 00 • £ ••• Co .:01 21 ,D ITT 
7 m:;:ti.; •••••• ;:;:;) 21 ,D CIT 
7· 1 2D BN, 1 ST MAR 
7 1 2D CAG (-) 
8 [i-; , • , ••••••• ,1, 21 . 00-'11 
8 rtm .. " .: ............ J 26 DIrr, VMO-6 
8t:::: = " " 11 MASs.., - ~ 

10 c:· : J 2} 
18 G h; u .. 26, .. It It ... I 6 StaDd $1m tor ASRT 
19 r· I 6 Quang 'I'd 7 May 
19 t:: : 1 6 Da .ang 7 Kay 

26 Ij •• : •••••• N 6 Birmingham 30 May 
26 I.,. ;:~ . , ••. , •.•.•••• ,', 15 
26, ')15 
26 r: = 120 
26 I 

COA (REIN), 1ST ENGR BN 
CO A (REIN), 1 S'll tiT BN 
COC s 1ST SP BN 
CO A (REIN), 7TH F~GR BN 

HQ, }D MAB 

27 ! 

27 l;' 
27[ 
271 : 

: 
·2Cb 22 

122 
122 
122 

CO A (REIH).1ST MEn BN 
COMM SPT CO, 7TH COMM BY . 
DET·, 11 TH D~N'l' CO 
1ST MP BN .. 

FLO (-) 
DET, VHGR-t52' 
5TH CIT 

: 
7 c: 
7 e' . 
71': 
7 .: 
7 

10. 

.' I 15 

: 

125 

:125 
2ct:=J 25 

• 127 
28 

;,28 
17 '. i ..•...• ' 27 

22"CLU:iI 25 

LEGEND: __ COllbat" t:I:il:.til Combat Support t::=J Combat $enioe Support 
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F'IRST 'I'ERM REENLISTMENT RATE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

'l'be first term reenlistment rate for the first 18 days of April for the 
Jst Marine Division was 28.5% (four Marines reenlisted of fourteen eli­
gible). 'l'his compares with a 21. 4% rate for March and a 9.8% rate for the 
month of February. However, before the Division officially departed, 
three Marines of thirteen eligible reenlisted for a rate of 23."1%. 

The factors below were stated as reasons for personnel not reenlisting in 
the United States Marine Corps: 

Desire for further education - - 60% 
Discontent with the military - - 30% 
CiviJian pursuits - - - - - 10% 

'l'he first term reenlistment rate for 3d Marine Amphibious Brigade for 
April was 15% with 13 Marines reenlisting of 87 .recommended and eligible., 
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FIRST TERM REENLISTMENT RATE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

The first term reenlistment rate for the first 18 days of April for the 
1st Marine Division was 28.5% (four Marines reenlisted of fourteen eli­
gible). This compares with a 21. 4% rate for March and a 9.8% rate for the 
month of F'ebruary. However, before the Division officially departed, 
three Marines of thirteen eligible reenlisted for a rate of 23.'1%. 

The factors below were stated as reasons for personnel not reenlisting in 
the United States Marine Corps: ~ 

Desire for further education - - 60% 
Discontent with the military - - 30% 
Civilian pursuits - - - - - - -- 10% 

The first term reenlistment rate for 3d Marine 'Amphibious Brigade for 
April was 15% with 13 Marines reeniisting of 87 recommended and eligible. 
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CONGRESS.IONAL/SPECIAL INTEREST CORRESPONDENCE,'CALENDAR YEAR 1971 
Congressional/ Special Interest correspondence received during the period 15 -30 April 19'(1 totalled 49 pieces, converting to an adjusted monthly rate of 6.0 pieces per 1,000 personnel. 'Due to administrative error, records for the Division during the first thirteen days of the month are not available. Since the period covered is the first two weeks of activity for the Brigade, no speculation can be made to predict either an increase or decrease in future months at this time. The 49 inquiries received registered 50 complaints. Below is a breakdown of the complaints contained in the correspondence. 

Welfare Reports 
Confinement/Discipline 
Medical 
Mail 
Hardship/Humanitarian Transfer 
Rotation Tour Date 
Basic Allowance for Quarters/Pay 
MOS Changes/Reassignments 
Personal Effects 
Administrative Discharges 
F.mergency Leave 
Overseas Extension 
Leave 
Performance and Promotion Status 
Mi scell aneous 

DECLASSIFIED 

TOTAL 

24 
11 

1 
0 
2 
0 
2 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
6 

50 
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CONGRESSIO~~EEECIAL INTEREST CORRESPONDENCE,' CALENDAR YEAR 1971 

Congressional/ Special Interest correspondence received duri'ng the period 15 -
30 April 1971 totalled 49 pieces, converting to an adjusted monthly rate of 
6.0 pieces pet 1,000 personnel. Due to administrative error, records for 
the Division during the first thirteen days of the month are not available. 
Since the period covered is the first two weeks of activity for the Brigade, 
no speculation can be made to predict either an increase or decrease in 
fUture months at this time. The 49 inquiries received registered 50 complaints. 
Below is a breakdown of the complaints contained in the correspondence. 

Welfare Reports 24 
Confinement/Discipline 11 
Medical 1 
Mail 0 e Hardship/Humanitarian Transfer 2 
Rotation Tour Date 0 
Basic Allowance for Quarters/Pay 2 
MOS Changes/Reassignments 2 
Personal Effects 0 
Administrative Discharges 1 
Emergency Leave 0 
Overseas Extension 0 
Leave 1 
Performance and Promotion Status 0 
Mi scellaneous 6 

TOTAL 50 

• 
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1ST MAllIN! 'DIVIS. (MIN) t CUMULATIVE CONGRESSI./SPECIAL INTEREST 

, CORRESPONDENCE R CALENDAR YEARS 19'691197011971 
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DEQQl..~\rJ'IONS_~N.Q.KlJRPLE HEART MEDALS PROCESSED, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

During the period 14 April to 30 'April 1971, the ~rigade Awards Board pro­
c(~ssea 371 award recommendations. This total reflects the continuing stand­
down and deployment of Brigade units. The rate of submission by Brigade units 
is ref1ected in the f01lowing normalized statistics (adjusted to a monthly 
bad s): 

AWARDS PER 1,000 PERSONNEL 42.0 

It, should be emphasized that while the statistic above refle'cts submission 
for an average of 14,322 personnel, many persons had been recommended for 
awards previously, in accordance with Fleet Marine Force, Pacific deployment 
pol:i cies. ~'he Brigade Awards Office anticipates processing approximately 
900 to 1,000 additional recommendations prior to its disestablishment. All 
submi ssions will terminate on 31 May 1971. 

'l'be Awards Offi ce is presently awaiting authori zation from CINCPACFLT to 
award Strike/Flight Air Medals and impact awards to seriously injured Marines 
and Vietnamese Nationals. Upon receipt of this authority, the Brigade will 
begin to award up to approximately 5,OOOStrike/Flight Air Medals. 

Thirty-seven Purple Heart Medals were awarded between 14 and 30 April 1971. ~ 
This rate reflected in the statistic below and almost equalling March's .., 
Division rate, was caused primarily by a large number of 2d CAG Marines being 
wounded and can be expected to decrease with the cessation of all ground com-
bat operations of 7 May: 

PURPLE HEART MEDALS PER l, 000 PERSONNEL (ADJUSTED) 4.6 

In brief, the submission of American Awards sho\J.ld continue at a slightly 
higher rate throughout the month of May, as all units make their final sub­
missj,ons, while Purple Heart Medals shoUld d,ecrease steadily. Pending author­
i zation, no Strike /Flight -Air Medals will be awarded, but up to 5, 000 are 
expected to be awar~ed when and i~ such authority is granted. 

Due to an"administrative error, records of the Division for the period 1 -
13 Apri] are not available. However, 25 Marines were wounded in action 
during this thirteen day period (compared to 44 awards of the Purple Heart 
during the 31 days of May) so that a slightly higher monthly rate could 
have been expected. 
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LAW AND DISCIPLINE 

Although the beginning of calendar year 1971 showed a marked increase in 
judicial and disciplinary proceedings, the decrease for the month of April 
J97 1 is indl.cative of the trend expected for the months of May and June due 
to redeployment of the Brigade personnel in Keystone Oriole Alpha. The 
rise in courts~martial earlier in the year relating to crimes of violence 
(a greater than 10% rise from the average rate for the last three months of 
]970 to the first three months of 1971) does not necessarily mean that such 
crimes increased in number, but rather that they wer"e being investigated and 
prosecuted with more thoroughness. 

The sUbstantial decr~ase in the confinee strength as compared to the average 
bI ~ g population for U1uary t February, arid March (an average of 25 men con­
fined during April ( mpared to averages of 37 in March, 46 in February, and 
49 in January) is a trong indication of an expected trend through the months 
of May and June, al. du~ to redeployment of Brigade personnel in Keystone 
Oriole AJpha. 

'I'he decrLase in puni ti ve discharges from the January, February, and March 
rates (only three Marines received such judgements in April) is attributed 
to the reduction of the case load of courts-martial due to redeployment of 
the D:ivision personnel in Keystone Robin Charlie and the Brigade personnel 
with Keystone Oriole Alpha. This trend is expected through the months of 
May and June. 

In vjew of the rapid decrease in the Brigade strength expected through the 
months of May and June, the value of indicators in all areas of law and 
discjpline should decrease substantially, although the use of rates based 
on average strength should yield fair indications of any discernible trends. 
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'I'RI£l.I.S INVOrNING CRIMES OF VIOLENCE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

During the period 1- 13 April 1971, there 'Were three trials involving crimes 
of violence for an adjusted monthly rate of crimes of violence per Division 
strength of 0.9 per 1,000. During the period, 14 through 30 April 1971, 
there 'Were six trials involving crimes of violence for an adjusted Brigade rate' of 
0.7 per 1,000. The combined total for the month of April of nine trials 
involving crimes of violence is a substantial decrease from the Division's 
March 1971 figure of thirteen such tria,ls. and the corresponding rate 
(0.8/1,000) a significant decrease from the average rate for the first 
quarter of 1971 (1.3/1,000).' . 

The supposition that a high trial rate indicates an high violence rate for 
that month (and vice-versa) is not demonstrable. "This is because the number 
of trials in anyp;iven month is no indication of the amount of violence 
in the Brigade.. There are occasions where a serious crime takes a con-
siderable.length of time to investigate. The case finally comes to trial 
two to three months and sometimes longer after the incident occurred. Thus 
the total for the month may 'balloon to what appears to be an abnormally 
high tots,l. 
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UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE REPORT 

During the period 1 - 13 April 1971, the 1st Marine Division had a total 
of 14 personnel in an unauthorized absence status for an adjusted monthly 
rate of 4.6 absences pertho~sand personnel, the highest rate recorded 
in 22 months. The Brigade had a total of 5 Marines in an unauthorized 
absence status during the period 14 - 30 April for an adjusted rate of 
0.6/1 ,000. The combined total of 19 absences and a rate of 1. 7/1,000 
almost equal the averages of corresponding numbers in the first quarter of 
1970, although they also were significant increase over the figures for 
March. 
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2p~yINED MARINES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

During the period 1 - 13 April 1971, an average of 24 Men were confined 

from the Divisi on for an adjusted monthly rate of 7.2 prisoners per thou­

sand personnel, while for the period 14 - 30 April 1971, the Brigade had 

an average of 25 men confined for an adjusted rate of 3.1 per 1,000. As 

expected; the tota,l·brig population has decreased to 25 for the month at 

a rate of 2.2/1.000 down from March's rate of 3.8 per 1,000. The one 

factor attributing to the decrease was the redeployment of Division per­

sonnel with Keystone Robin. 

Persons suspected of crimes of ·violence are, in most cases, placed in pre­

trial confinement since they are considered·to present a threat to person­

nel. Also, convicted offenders of crimes of violence, for the most part, 

receive confinement as part of their sentence and seldom have the confine- ~ 

ment portion of the sentence suspended by the convening authority. ~ 

. The application of a liberal administrative sepa::-ation policy, by ridding 

the Brigade of potential offenders, is alleviating the brig population 

problem, although it is impossible to establish a direct correlation. 

The continuing effort to decrease the total number of Brigade personnel 

confined at the Unitec1 States Army Vietnam Installation Stockade (USARVIS), 

is an established policy, and as a direct result is the implementation of 

the poljcy whereby Marines receiving more than 60 days confinement at hard 

labor are transferred to the Correctional Center, Camp Pendleton upon sen­

tencing or as soon after trial as possible. The number of confinees· are 

steadily decreaSing ·with the: decrease in Brigade· strength and will continue 

to do so. 
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BAD CONDUCT AND DISHONORABLE DISCHARGES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 ------ , . 

Considering cases tried by courts-martial where either-a bad conduct or a 
di shonorable di scharge was part of the sentence, the Division, during the 
period 1 - 13 April 1971, awarded one punitive discharge for an adjusted 
monthly rate of 0.3 discharges per thousand personnel, while the Brigade, 
during the period 14 - 30 April 1971, awarded two punitive discharges .for 
a similar adjusted rate of 0.3/1,000. _The combined total for April of 
three discharges, and the corresponding ra.te of 0.3/1,000 were substantial 
decreases from March's 13 discharges aIld a rate of 1.4/1,000. A causative 
factor of the decrease was the reduction of the case load of courts-martial ~ 
due to redeployment of the Division personnel with Keystone Robin Charlie ., 
and the Brigade personnel with Keystone Oriole Alpha. 

Any predictions of future rates would be speculative, at best, because of 
the expecte4 continuing reduction in the case load involving personnel 
redeploying with Keystone Oriole Alpha, as well as the steady reduction 
in the population base. 
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1ST MAlINE'DIVISI~(!!INl, BAD CONDUCT AND DISHON~B1E DISCHARGES. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DISCHARGES, CALENDAR YEAR 1971 

During the period 1 - 13 April, the 1st Marine Division approved nine, 
administrative s~parations for an adjusted monthly rate of 2.9 discha.rges 
per thousand personnel, while during the period 14 - 30 April 1971 there 
were 20 administrative separations within the Brigade for an adjusted 
rate of 2.6 per 1,000 personnel. Thus the'combined tota.l of 29 separations ~ 
(and a rate of 2.7/1,000) compared to a total of 48 for March (and a rate _ 
of 5.3/1,000). The percent rate is expected to ,increase signtficantly 
during Mayas there are currently 33 cases pending, and. an expectation 
that the population base will again be reduced drastically. 
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Al)MINIS'1'RATIVE AND JUDICIAL ACTION RELATING TO DRUG ABUSE,CALENDAR 
-----_. YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

Administrative and judicial actions relating to drug abuse decreased during 
April 1971 for the 1st Marine Division (1 Apr to 13 Apr 1971), both in ' 
absolute numbers and rate per 1,000. The 4.2' investigatory, administrative, 
arid judicial actions per thousand personnel , (adjusted to B. monthly basis) 
taken during April represented a decrease of, 35% from the 6.5 similar actions 
per thousand the previous month. The Brigade' (14 Apr to 30 Apr 1971) showed 
a rate of 4~8 actions per thousand, yielding a combined monthly total of a 
53 actions for a rate of 4.6/1,000. Programs and instructional techniques .., 
employed during April 1971 were: 

a. A Division drug abuse lecture by a new lecturer was prepared" with 
four lectures given to 200 personnel during 1 April to 13 April 1971. 

b. A Brigade drug abuse lecture by a new lecturer was prepared, with 
eight lectures given to 159 personnel during 14 April to 30 April 1971. 

c. The Drug Information Contact Team conducted a seminar for a group 
of twenty junior officers and Staff NCO's on 27 April 1971. 
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f'rSTGTN 3~ 34 28 6 

TS 2 .3 2 2 
"ADHN DIS 30 12 25 6· 
TOTAL 76 60 64 14 
ACT/1000 507 4.8 6o~ 4.2 
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RACIAL_ INCIDENTS, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971 

A racial incident is a d.isagreement., disobedience and/or act of violence 
perpet.rated between or by individuals or groups with ethnic difference as 
a probabJe cause. 

As was the case during the first three months of 1971, there were no 
racial incidents for the 1st Marine Division in April (1 Apr to 13 Apr 71). 
However, there was oneraci.al incident for the Brigade (14 Apr to 30 Apr 
7]), converting to an adjusted monthly rate of 0.1 incident per thousand 
personnel. 

The continuing stando-own of Brigade units could present increased oppor­
tunity for individuals to attempt to influence others, or to be influenced 
about real or imagined racial issues. However, the apparent substantial 
success of the Brigade in preventing these occurrences can, in large 
mea.sure, be attdbuted to the intensive interest on all levels of command 
and should serve to prevent the occurrence of such irlcidents in the future. 
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1ST MAllIN! 'DIVISI' (MINk RACIAIJ INCIDENTS p CALEta YEARS 191011 911 

INCIDENCE 1970 - - - - - 1971 =:;::: = 
CUMULATIVE INCIDENCE 1970 ---- 1971 ====-. 

(3D MARINE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE FIGURES - MONTHS IN PARENTHl!!S~S) 

o APit)(NAY (JUN (JUL (AUG lSgp (OCT {NOV (DEC 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY .fUN JUt AUG ·SEP O~ ~ . DEC TOTAL 

, 1970 
INCIDNTS ~ 'i I) 2 3 . _6 2 0 J ~ .3_ i ~7 

111'll:/l0oo 0 .. 3 0.2 002 0 .. 1 0 .. 1 0 .. 3 O"j D.,O 0-,,1 . o. ~ 0 .. 2 0,' 001 

1971 
INCIDNTS 0 0 0 0 
INC/1000 000 0 0 0 000 0.0 

1971 J-1AB- IlAPR) lMAY) IlJU~ ) IlJUL) lAUG} I{SEP) IlOCT} NOV} DEC} 
fTTl;.1U1'I·!·;j 1 .' 

~ rooo 0..1 
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!'B!!:GGINGINCIDENTS " . CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971 

'l'h£' 1st Marine Division. (1 Apr to 13 Apr 71) had one felonious "fragging" 

incident, producing an adjusted monthly rate cf 0.3 incidents per thousand 

personnel. 'I'here were no casualties or damage. This incident was thor­

()ughly investigated by agencies of the deployed Division and is now being 

investigated by the Brigade Inspector. Results of their joint investiga­

tion as of this date have not turned up any new leads. as t9 the intended 

victim(s) or the offender(s). Operation Freeze was used during which 

severa] suspects .... 'e.re developed but subsequently cleared and the in'vesti­

gation continues. 'l'he Bdgade (14 Apr to 30 Apr 71) had no felonious 

"fragging" incidents. The Division incident vas the first one of this 

type (using a fragmentation grenade [M-26] durlng 1971, and April was 

the fifth consecutive month during which there vere no casualties recorded. 

A fragging is defined as a delibera.te, covert arsault, by throwing or 

fletting off a grenade or other explosive device, or the preparation and 

emplacerr,ent of such a device as a booby trap, with the intention of harming 

or intirrddating another. Dllring 1970, such incidents occurred at a rate 

of 3.9 per month with a relatively wide variation (assuming a normal 

distribution, a standard deviation of 1.6 obtained). Similarly, casual­

ties from fragging incidents occurrea. at a rate of 3.2 per month with an 

even .... rider variation (a stand.a.rq deviation of 2.6). In absolute terms, 

the number of incidents :per month rangedf'rom. two in July and December 

to seven in F'ebruary 1910, 'andcasualties from none in December to eight 

in April. Although 26 of these acts w.ere .committed in the first half of A 

the yea,r and 21 :in the last half, conversion to rates per 1,000 (Division ., 

strength) show that the rates for the two halves of the year were virtu-

ally equal (at approximately 0.2 per 1,000). Fowever, only 14 casualties 

resulted from such acts during the last half of the year (versus 28 in 

the first half), converting to a rate of 0.15 per 1,000 (versus 0.20 per 

1,000). Five of the 47 incidents involved the use of CS (riot gas) 

grenades, including four in the last two months of the yea.r (and the 

single incident occurri ng in Februar:'{ 1971). 

Of the 47 incidents in 1970, 22 weresolvecl from which 37 suspects/ 

offenders vere identified through investigation. ~owever, markedly 

better results'were obtained as the year progressed. During the first 

hal f of the yes.r, 10 acts of the 26 acts were solved (38%). During the 

fonowing three month' period, 5 of 10 were solved (50%), 'while during 

the last three months of the year, 7 of 11 were solved (64%). Much of 

this progress may be attributed to the implementation of Force Order 

3120.4 (setting forth ,the provisions of· ','Operation Freeze, the swift 

isolation· of a unit in which an act of vi@lence hasoccl.lrred, end the 

in@ediate .and thorough investig~tion of the act), Division Bulletin 

5830, and Division Order 5830.1. Division Order 5830.2 of 19 December 

1970 has further aided in the solution of such crimes, in that it provides 

for the protection of informants. The effect of this order in one par­

ticular case was that four persons thus protected gave information re':" 

sulting in the convictiollof four of the five suspects (the fifth having 

\ .already received a Bad Conduct :Discharge for other reasons). In another • 
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C8,se happeni llr:: on 6 December 1970, the force of all the directives above 
p:ruv.ided for i.;he soluM on of a fragging (through informants and the sub­
sequent confe!;sion of the two offenders) in a single day. 

]n general, of' the 47 incidents during 1970, 29 (or 62%) occurred in 
rchr:Llvely secure areas (cantonments in or near the Danang/Division CP 
aree)~ while the remaining 18 (or 38%) occurred in forward areas (Combat 
Bases, Fire Support Bases, Infantry Ba,ttalion CPs). They happened pri­
marj ly in living areas or' in the vicinity of Clubs. The 37 identified 
suspects/offenders received 6 Genenl,l courts-Martial, 15 Special Courts­
Martial, J Non-Judicial Punishment and 5 Administrative Discharges. The' 
remai.ning charges were dropped primarily because of insufficient evidence. 
Neither of. the incidents iL 1971 have thus far been solved. 

FoJlowing is 8, list, byrruik ,of identified offenders, casualties and 
known intended victims: 

RANK OFFENDERS CASUALTY INTENDED 

Ma~i 0 ° 1 
Capt ° 1 1 
1stLt 0 5 1 
2dLt 0 1 0 
cwo-4 0 1 0 
CWO-2 0 1 0 

SgtMaj /MGySgt 0 0 1 
GySgt 0 3 3 
SSgt 0 (; 4 

Sgt 4 5* 4 
CpJ 4 4 1 
LCpl 14 11 0 
PF'C 9 4 0 

* one killed, 

Roth incidents and casualties resulting therefrom should continue at the 
present low ] evel because of three factors: . 

1. The emphatic implementation of the directives discussed above 
(and that know1edee by potentie,l assailants), 

2. The continued reduction 'in ~~.B strength, and 

3. The knowledge (based on past experience) that fev, if any, such 
incidents will occur in the units standing dow-n. 
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CONFIDENTIAl, .• . .. 

1ST KARIN! 'DIVISI'" <MINl, FRAWING INCIDENTSs CALftpAR YEARS 197011971 

(:~D It.ARINE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE FIGURES = MONTHS IN PARENTffiiSES) 

CASUALTHJS 1970 --..,. - -- 1971 =: I: :;; = .: 
INCIDENTS 1970 1971 '!i====~_ 

(CUMULATIVE) 
..JAN FEB _liAR APR. MAY JUN JUt AUG SEP OCT NOV nF.r. 

8 

V 
V 

4 
--- -

01- /' 

~ 6 

/ 2 

V- I 

8' ---...... V , .... 
4 /c::v 
O~ 

6 ~ /~ 
:;;/ 2 " /' 

& II 4' _,/1 

/ ~"'-=-"~ o . 
(JUL) (AUG, . (SEP (OCT) (NOV) (DEC) ( APR )( rIA Y ) ( JUN 

4 

4 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

JAN FEB MAll APR MAY .TUN .lUt AUll . SRP OCT NOV . nRC TOTAl 
'l70 [}{Cl;D 3 7 3 ,6 3 4 2 "5 '5 6 2 47 

0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 003 00' , 002 001 00 0 0'3 On2 00') . On2 0,2 
KILLED 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
IWOUNDlW t1 7 t1 E t 1 . ~ i 0 ~i 

TOTAL CA 4 7 4 E :> 1 1 • ~ 0 42 
1% CMD CA 001 DO? 002 00 0 0 .0+ oO-! nOj nO n01 .00 002 
1"11 l1'lV.W U 1 ' 0 , 
1NC/1000 . 0 0 0 0 0 1 000 0.3 
KILLED 0 0 0 0 
A'UUIWr.;U 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL CA 0 0 0 0 \ 
b UNVliA .oW nUO 000 .00 
'1 INCID 0 
~C/1000 0...0 
r "'D 0 
~. " 

0 WOurillED 
, "'~~?' 
\ .. "" 

TOTAL CA 0 
1% CMD CA .'00 

(APR) (MAY) (JON) (JUL) (AUG) (SEP) (OCT) 31 MARCH 71 30 APR 71 
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1n April 197], the Dlvision/Brigade Military Police· Section processed 
e'e( ma.,jor felonj ous offenses committed by Division/Brigade personnel for 
an offense rate of 2.4/J,000 personnel, both the total and·the rate 
representing oecreasE's from a total of 33 offenses and an offense rate 
of 3. 11 /l, 000 in March 1971.· April's figures do compare favora.bly with 
the monthly averages for 1970,· just over 65 offenses per month and an 
"ffensc rate of 3.0/1,000 per month. Between 1 - 13 Apri.l the 
Division MDitary Police Section processed 13 major felonious offenses 
for an adjusted offense rate of 3.9/1,000. During the latter portion 
of the month (14 - 30 April) the Brigade Military Police Section pro­
cessed 14 major felonious offenses for an adjusted offense rate of 1. 7/ 
1,000. Crimes of violence (actual and attempted murder/homicide, assault 
and f),ggravated assault, rape, unlawful ordnance detonation, communi eatjng 
a threat, andarme:Q. robbery) increased slightly. The Division experi­
enced one such incident during the first two weeks of the month for a 
total of 3 crimes of violence for April. The Division had two such 
incidents in March, the same number as recorded for February and January 
of this year. 

Marijuana violations in April equalled the number committed in March. 
Narcot,j cs vi olatj ons decreased from 13 such offenses in March to 8 
offenses in April. Offenses involving dangerous drugs (amphetamines, 
barbjturates, etc.) decreased from 2 offenses in March to 1 in April. 
~'he offense rat.e per thousand of marijuan€!- violations decreased frorr, 
1.0/1,000 in March t.o 0.9/1,000 in AprH, while cases involving hard 
narcotics also decreased from 1.3/1,000 in March to 0.7/1,000 :in April. 
Cases :involving dangerou·s d.rugs decreased from 0.2/1,000 in March to 
0.1/1 ~OOO in April ~ Apl'ilwas the first month ·since January which 
showed 8 decrease jn all drug and marijuana violations. ~he decrease 
cou.lo be a result of. added vigilance on the unit levE:l. 
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, JAN FEJ!iHAR APRI MAYI:JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TO~L 

OFFSN$.8S }o'OR .1970 
. , 

MURDER/HO~IICIDE 0 0 0 0 } } 2 0 0 0 2 1 11 ,. 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT , 2 0 1 0 0 2 2 2 1 1 0 14 
ASSAULT 2 6 10 1 8 0 0 , 2 1 0 0 '3 
ATTEmPTED MURDR/HOMCD 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 3 4 4 3 2 22 
RAPE 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 4 
UNLAWFL ORDNANC DETON 1 0 1 0 3 4 0 1 4 1 4 1 20 
MARIJUANA VIOLATION }4 37 39 30 36 34 30 32 24 24 19 17 356 
COJllMN A THREAT(MAJOR) 2 3 6 5 4 3 0 1 1 1 2 0 28 
NARCOTICS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 
CURRENCY VIOLATION 10 2 1 0 2 1 1 1 } 2 2 2 27 
LARCENY 2 0 5 0 7 12 6 15 19 14 5 8 93 
DANGEROUS DRUG ABUSE 19 16 24 13 22 18 6 7 8 15 5 9 162 
AIillED ROBBERY 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 1 5 
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL OFFENSES 1970 73 66 86 50 86 78 '54 66 67 ~I 64 ~4 43 777 
J' 

• "1" 

OFFENSES FOR 1971 (APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV) . 
MURDER/HOMICIDE 0 0 0 0 0 
AGGRAVATED ASSAUUT 0 1 1 1 0 
ASSAULT 1 0 0 0 0 
ATTEMPTED MURDR/HOMCD 1 0 0 0 0 
RAPE 0 0 0 0 0 
UNLAWFL ORDNANC DETON 0 0 0 0 2 
MARIJUANA VIOLATION 17 8 10 6 4 
COMMN A THREAT (l1AJOR) 0 0 1 0 0 
NARCOTICS 2 7 13 2 6 
CURRENCY VIOLATION 1 0 1 0 0 
LARCENY 6 3 5 4 1 
DANGEROUS DRUG ABUSE 7 6 2 0 1 
ARMED ROBBERY 0 1 0 0 0 \ 

OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL OFFENSES 1971 35 26 33 13 14 j' 
J 

, ",,1111 
~ ~ ... j ":' ... ' 

OFFENSE RATE JAN FEB NAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC ,/}.VG 
PER 1~OOO 

1970 2.4 203 3.3 2.1 3.7 3.5 2.4 3.1 3.5 402 3.4 303 3.0 

1971 2.6 2.1 304 3.9 1.7 
{APR 'lMAY 'lJUN 'lJUL 'lAUG 'tSEP 'lOC'!' 'lNOV , 1··· 
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VE:HICLE/TRAFFIC·OFFENSES, CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971 

l'here were 27 vehicle/traffic offenses committed "by Division/Brigade 
personnel and processed by the Division/Brigade Military Police Section 
during the month of April 1971. This was a .decrease of approximately 
75% from the preceding month. ~~e offense rate decreased from 8.9/1,000 
jn March to 2,1'/1,000 in April. Almost all of the decrease occurred in 
citations for. speeding (dovn from 71 in March to 19 April). Division 
personnel were cited for IE vehicle/traffic offenses during the first 
two weeks of AprH fer an offense rate of 5.4/1,000. The Brigade had 
nine such offenses during the latter two weeks of April for an offense 
rate of 1.1/1,000. One must bear in mind that the number of citations 
during a period of time may bear no relation to the nurrlrer of offenses 
committed (in the area of traffic regulation enforcement), since a 
decrease in citations from one Dlonth to the n~xt may be attributed to 
light patrolling or a less "hard nosed" attitude toward£ cffenders 
(l.e. lectures issued rather than citations issued). The most probable 
rea.sons for the decrease in vehicle/traffjc citations were a decrease 
in the number of Division/Brigade vehicles on the road and a decrease 
in motori zed patrols, both caused by preparation for redeployment. 
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1 ST MAR1JiE DIVIS. VEHICLE!TWFIC OFFENSES. CA~AR YEARS 1970/1 971 
(3D MARINE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE FIGURES - MONTHS IN PARENTHESES) 

o , 

• JAN FIo.'B I MAR APR :MAY JuNl JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL 
OFFENSES J<'OH 1970 

SPEEDING 184 49 42 22 198 102 84 63 66 19 41 44 914 
IMPROP/NO TRIP TICKET 8 6 7 4 4 2 2 1 5 1 0 0 40 
RECKLESS DRIVING 5 3 3 1 4 2 2 2 1 0 0 0 23 
FAILURE TO STOP/YIELD 1 3 3 0 3 3 8 1 26 0 0 0 48 
IMPROPER BACKING 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
INVALID/NO DRIVER LIC 11 3 7 1 2 3 3 3 1 0 0 0 34 
IMPROPER TURNING 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
MISAPPROP GOVT VEHICL 9 3 7 3 2 3 2 2 1 0 0 1 :n 
OVERLOADED VEHICLE 0 0 18 6 11 7 1 3 4 1 0 0 51 
LEAVING SCENE OF ACDT 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 
INATTENTION 0 0 18 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 21 
ILLEGAL TRANSPORTAT'N 0 0 12 1 14 11 3 0 0 0 0 0 41 
HIT AND RUN 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0' 3 
IMPROP PASsoG/LANE USE 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 8 
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL OFFENSES 1970 220 67 117 39 243 136 105 79 105 ?2 41 45 1219 
-, -- - --

OFFENSES FOR 1971 JAPR MAY JUN JUL AUG Sgp OCT rWV} 

SPEEDING 96 32 71 11 8 
IMPROP/NO TRIP TICKET 1 1 0 1 0 
RECKLESS DRIVING 0 0 0 0 0 
FAILURE TO STOP/YIELD 4 2 0 1 1 
IMPROPER BACKING 0 0 1 0 0 
INVALID/NO DRIVER LIC 1 2 1 1 0 
IMPROPER TURNING 0 0 0 0 0 
MISAPPROP GOVT VEHICL 0 0 1 0 0 
OVERLOADED VEHICLE 17 6 10 1 0 
LEAVING SCENE OF ACDT 0 0 0 0 0 
INATTENTION 1 0 1 1 0 
ILLEGAL TRANSPORTAT'N 0 0 0 0 0 
HIT AND RUN 0 0 0 0 0 
UIPROP PASsoG/LANE USE 2 0 2 1 0 
OTHER 0 0 0 1 0 

-
TOTAL OFl"E:NffiS 1971 122 

1
43 87 18' I 9 

o,',J ' ';.1 I .," 

. ; 

-OFFENSE RA'l'E ',. ~ 

nIt 1 ,000 J).!" ~'EB I~AR APR , EAY JUH JU,r,. ,AUR SEP OCT NOY DEC AVG 
.. , ' I, I' . , ' . ~' i' " .• -,f .. -', I ~~.",' 

1970 7.2 2.·3,· 405 106 1 0.6 6 0 0 4.7 307 5,5 1. 4, 3" 1 3.4 4,7 

1971 9.2 3.5 8e9 5.4 1 .1 

{APR"MAY){JUN I{JUL, AUG ,SEP ~OCT (NOV, 
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MISCELLANEOUSOFFENSESiCALENDAR·YEAR·1970/l971 

Miscellaneous offenses, encompassing all 'Violations not covered by the 
major and vehicle/traffic offenses categories and ('onsisting largely of 
military offenses, totalled 38 during the month of Aprjl 1971.· This 
represents a sizable decrease· in such offenqes from the 69 recorded in . 
February. This is approxima~ely 20% lower than the monthly average of 
48 during the last quarter of 1910 and well below the average of 213 

. offenses per month registered for the year ·1970. The Division experi­
enced 26 such offenses during the first two weeks of April and the 
Brigade had 12 such incidents during the .latter two weeks of April. 
.When rates are computed to take in account the change from. the tivision 
to the Brigade structure, April's rate· of 3.3 offenses/l,OOO was 
appreciably lower than March's 7.0/1,000. April's decrease of miscel­
laneous offenses may bear little relation to the number actually commit­
ted, since· a decreased vigilance may have pro~uced the smaller number 
of offensesprocessed~ J;t may be noted that there was a significant 
decrease in off-limits violations. This decrease could be a result 
of the reduction of military police patrolling because of preparation 
for redeployment • 
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OUS BRIGADE FIGURES - MONTHS, . '. ," , 
f . JAN FE:SVltIAR rAPR1MAYIJUN JUtlAUG SEPfOCTTNOVlDEC TOTAL -
. OFFENSES FOR '1970 . ,.~ . ~. ." .. , 

. 
. .. . . 

OFF LIMITS 110 96 153 74 127 143 88 82 69 26 23 15 1006 
CURFEW VIOLATIONS 50 36 47 8 32 27 19 30 0 2 1 0 252 
I.Do CARD/ORDERS VIOL 28 27 32 13 18 31 12 15 0 0 0 3 179 
UNAUTHORIZED ABSENOE 30 13 46 19 39 51 38 23 6 32 18 8 323 
DESERTING 4 6 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 13 
DISRESPECT 2 4 12 4 '5 14 7 6 3 1 0 0 58 
RESISTING APPREHENStN 6 4 4 2 10 10 7 7 0 2 0 0 52 
DRUNK/DISORDERLY 1 1 5 3 4 10 3 7 5 5 0 4 48 
UNDER INFLUENCE 0 1 1 0 2 3 0 2 0 1 0 0 10 
OUT OF UNIFORf.1 12 8 12 4 10 16 6 12 0 0 0 0 80 
DESTRue GOVT PROPERTY 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
DISOBEYING ORDER 1 0 0 0 2 2 5 4 0 0 0 0 14 
INTERFERE W/MP DUTIES 0 0 13 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 2 18 
WEAPONS VIOLATION 58 44 77 25 62 100 71 59 4 2 0 0 502 
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL OFFENSES 1970 302 240 404 152 312 4(J] 258 249 87 71 42 32 2556 

OFFENSES FOR 1971 , (APR IUY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV' 

, OFF LIMITS 46 70 44 15 3 
CURFEW VIOLATIONS 0 0 0 0 0 
I.D. CARD/ORDERS VIOL 2 6 7 4 1 
UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCE 2 1 0 0 ·0 
DESERTING 0 0 0 0 0 
DISRESPECT 2 4 1 0 0 
RESISTING APPREHENsoN 0 0 0 0 0 
DRUNK/DISORDERLY 2 12 5 2 7 
UNDER INFLUENCE 0 0 0 0 0 
OUT OF UNIFORJ.l 0 1 1 0 0 
DESTRUC GOVT PROPERTY 0 0 0 1 0 
DISOBEYING ORDER 0 0 0 0 0 
INTERFERE WiMP DUTIES 1 0 2 0 0 
WEAPONS VIOLATION 20 2 1 , t 
OTHER 0 9 8 3 0 

TOTAL OFFENSES 1971 75 10~ 69 26 12 

OFFENSE RATE JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC AVG PER 1p OOO 

1970 909 8,,2 1504 604 1306 18.0 11.5 11 08 406 407 302 204 909 
--I-' 

1971 506 805 700 7.8 1.5 
APR) MAY) JUN) JUL} AUG} SEPl OCT} NOV), 
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GROUND'SAFEI'Y 

IJlhe month of April 19P produced once again rE!.ther disappo:inting sta-
ti st.i cs in the area of Ground Sa,fety. For jmrpolies of the Command 
Informat:i on Notebook the month was spHt into two pa.rts, 1 April to 13 
A})ril 19'(J reportcd under the 1st Marine Division Ground Safety Program, 
14 April to 30 April 1971'under the 3d MAB Ground Safety Program. 46 
incidents were reported to this office (Division/Brigad~ Inspector) 
during April, c1aiming33 Division/Brigade casualties and 8 Vietnamese 
ce.~ualti es. Of these incidents and casuaJ.ties, the Division recorded 
)2 incidentz with 8 U. S. and 2 VN casualties, the Brigade recorded 
31f incioerlts with 25 ·U. S. casualties (including one death. from drowning) 
ano 6 VN casualties. 

'llhe non-battle casualty rate for the Division for the first 13 days of 
ApriJ was 80 casualties per one million man-d8Ys, while the Brigade's 
:rate was 103 castiaIties per one million man-days. For the entire month 
of Aprjl, the combined figure9 for the Division/Brigade were 96 casual­
t.ies per million man-days. 

'llhe biggest casualty producer was occupational/operationa.l incidents. 
'l'he D:ivision had oniy four incidents producing four casualties, but the 
Brigade had 21 incidents producing 21 casualties. As for the remaining 

. categories, the following .numbers were reported: 

Motor vehicle accidents, the Division, two incidents, 
one VN casualty, the Brigade, six it:cid.ents, three 'iN 
casualties; Explosive ordnance, the Division, one in­
cident, one VN casualty, the Brigade one incident, one 
Marine casualty; Supporting arms, the Division, none, 
the Brigaae, one incident, three VN casualties; Acci­
dental Discharges,the Division, three incidents, three 
casualties (U.S.), the Brigade, two incidents, two 
casualties (U.S.). 

The Brigade Ground Safety Program will continue until departure of all 
troops and should~ in gen~ral, continue to reduce the non-battle casualty 
rate in the coming weeks due to deployment of units. 
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.!?ll~2'k~ Vl~J~:'~~·~.AA'IJfrLE· CASUALTIES; . CALENDAR 'YEAR 1971 

'l'he Iljyisj on bat:tle. casue,lty re.te for l' - 13 April was 130 p~rD'dllion 

M 1n-oays (13 casualties) and the Brigade rate for 14 -30April was 99 

(~4 casuaJtics) fol' a combined April rate of 108 (37 casualties). ' This 

\<;[l S u sj gnific_ant decrease from the March rate of 152 (46 casualties). 

'JIbe Division non-:battle casualty rate for 1 .:. 13 April was 80 ca,sualties 

per T(.il1i Oll man-da;1o's (8 ca.sualties) and the Brigade rate for l4 -30 ' 

April was )OJ (25 cE:tsualties) for a. comb:i.ned. April. rate of' 96 (33 casual­

t; es ). ']'bi [". represents' a decrease from the ~le.rch rate of 109 (33 casual­

ties). 
' 

Regardinr, the non-batt1e casualty rate, Il comparison of March and AprH 

reveals the following (rates l:isted'are in terms of ce.sualties per 1,COO 

porsonneJ) : 

'NUMBER Of CASUALTIES 

DIVISION ERIGADE 

(J ) Ydendly Fire Rate: 0 1 remained sa.me 
(0.1 to 0.1) 

(? ) Fj'xplos i ve Ord.nance: 1 1 decreased 71% 
(0.7 to 0.2) 

(3) Accidental Discharges: 3 2 increased 33% 
(0.3 to 0.4) 

(4 ) Motor'Vehicle Accjdents: 0 0 decreased 100% 
(0.5 to C.O) 

(5) Operational /Occupa1.i ~na) : 4 21 increased 29% 
(1.7 to 2.2) 

Due to tbe continuing process of units moving into standdo"m, the nw.ber 

of battle ca.sualties is expected to be low. W~th continuing emphasis on 

f>a.fety, the non-battle casualty rate should decrease. ' 

,]'he term battle casualty is defined by Mca P30t~0.4 as liany person lost to 

his organization because of death, wounds, missing [sic], capture or intern­

ment providing such loss is incurred in ,actiori. 'In action' 'characterizes 

the casualty status as h~ving been the direct result of combat; or sustained 

going to or return) rig from a· combat mission provided that the occu.rrence WIlS 

d:i rectly 'related to combat or, through misadventure, friendly action. How­

ever, :injuries due to the elements (weather) or to self-inflicted woundo 

are not to be considered as sustained inaction end are thereby not to be 

interpreted as battle ttasualties. Examples of injuries not to be interpreted 

e 

as battle casualties are :' frostbite, battle fatigue, sunstroke, heat exhaustion 

and di seases not verified as cases of biological "tarfare. Minor injuries or 

wounds neither requiring admission to a medical facility nor involving loss '_ 
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. of pel'sonnel are alE;o considered battle casualties for reporting pur­
poses, if othervd.;~e cJaSsificd a [Jatt.Ie casualty as defined aoove." 

F'or the purposes of this report the ~~tat,istics on battle casualties 
don It include those personnel receiving 'Wounds .'Who are treated and re­
t,:med to duty 1-iithout being admitted to a hospital. Regarding non­
bHttle casualties only those injuries requiring hospitalization for a. 
period of f'our days or more are calculated. The specific incidents 
involved al"C those l'esulting from friendly fire, explosive ordnance, 
accidents,l cjj scharges, motor vehi cle accidepts·, and· operational/occu-

pet.ional incidents. 
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CONFl DENTIAL . I . . • 
1ST MARINE 'DIVISI . <!mIN) n' BATTLE VERSUS NON-BAT CASUALT! RATES, 

CALENDAR YEARS 196'9h 970/1971 
BATTLE RATE 1969 NON~BATTLE RATE 1969 - - -

1 970 ae::=> ---= 1970 =: == .. !IF a: 

197.1 .1 ---

3D MAE) 
JAN FEB MAR. APR MA'V .tON· JUt· AUG' SEP nr.T NOV nF.r. TOTAl 

e 1 ., 7'7' 0710 0802 ,763 578 ,747 
CAS* 6~q 7q8 6'3C 411 304 313' 6,289 
RATE 886 698 .771 102b 8';1 556 10~2 666 268 318 317 b51 

B L CAS 136 173 1 S5 161 1,,6 1 70 248 17; 234 
[BIl'L. RATE 176 2A4 168 211 '32c) 2~0 266 21') 21'5 224 
19'70 
10Je.1 ',C)SO 0817 n816 ,711,,711 
T ~ CAS* 378 323 328 284 242 271 f£n 226 156 . 9~ 88 . 83 
TL RATE 398 39~ 402 '3Qq 340 AOO 269 345 2.,.3 193 224 203 338 
BTL CAS 228. 171 200 'i 62 11)6 1 o5~ 8 

Nlj'l'lKA'l't,; 24( 20g 241) 228 ~ Ie 

g71 (APl I (M. ) lJU1J I(JUL) r(AUG, 1SbPJ I{OCT] I(NOV Il3D ~lAB) 

~TL CAS 3C 24 '3'3 8 215 
lBTL RATE 72 69 109 80 103 

Note 12 l1LION NAN-·DAYS N TIMES lOti 
«~ EXCLUDES WIA (NOT EVAC) SINCE NOT LOST TO UNIT 

I r.A~rA TlPY RATgS = CASUALT1ES PER MILLION MAN~DAYS C._I_&A--
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. CUMUltA'I'IVENON-BATTLE CASUALTIES, CAI,ENDARYEAR 1971 

Dur5ng tl;e period 1 ~, 13 April, the Division recorded eight non.;.battle 
casualties and from 11, - 30 Apri) the Brigade recorded 25 non-battle 
casua1t.ies for an April total of 33, thus exactly equalling March's 
total of 33. However, Aprjl's population'base was more than 1,500 
larger than the Djvis ion' sin March. Conse'quently , April's rate of 2.9 
cftsualties per thousand personnel was e. moderate decrease from March t s 
3.4 casualties per thousand. 

COIlllnand attention continues to be exertec, on the problem of non-battle e 
casualties. It is anticipated that the rate will continue to declir.e 
during the Jronth of ~ay, especially since t'Wo categories of incident, 
supporti ng 'arms and individual weapons, should not occur after cOJI.bat 
operatjons terminate on 7 May. 
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\ - --} S'i_~RINF:.P..r-YISt()N . (REIN).·..:..CJOO1IA1fIVE lfON-BATTI:£ CAsUALTIES. CALENDAR 

... ~_d ___ •• ~_~~._ .. " .. '_"'_'~ __ '.' .... _ ~ •• YEAR '1911. _ 
li'R1ElIDLY FIRF: ---.. EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE - - - - -
ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGE ----. ; MOTOR VEHICLE' = = .. &: = = 

OPERATIONAL/OCCUPATIONAL ----_ 

1 20 
J ~ - FEB w.R APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOX ..DE.C. . 

, 
1 10 . 

1 001- . , 

9()t-

SO- , 

70 
, 

601-

50 

40: ~, 

" 30 . 11/ 
20~ /~ ~ ~ 

. ~~::: I 
10-~ "..~:;~ ~ I 
O~fr- ~ 

. J~A }I'EB MAR .ArK (APR) (KAY)(JUNJ iJULl SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL 
.' IOPER10CC -fo -- 12 11 ~. A 21 

FR FIRE .. ..2 1 1 0 1 --
IEXPL.Q~ 2 . ..5 7 1 1 
~ DIS 8 5 3 ..3 2 

. KTR VE:H ____ 1 r-"2i ') 0 0 •. _-
'3'3 Jl 2~ T<Y.t'A 30 

ICumu 'aU e ..Qis ribut on: .. 
OPER oed 10 22 39 . A"'I 2·1 
Fa FIRE .3 4 5 !5 1 
EXPLORD 2 ·7. 14 1.5 J. 
!CTL DIS 8 13 16 t~ 2 .. 
PiTH V~ti 3. 8 U 1"3 0 

. 
:--t ---'" -

, 

. (3D MARl lE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE ~IGURES .. MONTHS IN PARENT IE~'ES) 30 APR 71 
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1ST MAlINE 'DIVISION' (MIN), CUMULA'l'IVE NON-BATTLE CASUALTIES, CALENDAR 

YEAR 1970 
FRIENDLY FIRE EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE - - - -
ACCIDENTAL DISOHARGE MOTOR VEHICLE ------------

OPERATIONAL/OCCUPATIONAL -- •• _-
1200 JAN FEB KAll APR _KAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOYDEC 

1100-

1 OOO·~ 
, . ;.~ •. ! 

800 

700 
,t' 

600-

400· .. 

200· 

JAN FEB MAR. APR MAY ~UN JUt AUG .. SEP OCT -.NOV_ DEC TOTAl, 

, OPl!:R/OCC 108 101 96 110 118' 90 108 62 69 A4 AJ> 36 982 
FR FIRE 35 25 61 18 11 23 16 55 1~ 5 . 6 ?76 
8ltPLORD 3c) 24 24 17 ...t7 -.1.~ c7 20 2:;_ 5 2.: 16 225 
AOTL DIS 16 12 11 16 7 115 11 11 7 I) 1 ?1 

I~TR VEH '30 9 A 1 ~ 2 l 23 i _6 -.1 2 94 
TOTAl. ??A 171 ?OO 16::> iC)6 UO US f7t 1H 67 '14 I\~ 1.I\QA 

OPER/oeo '108 209 305 4 t 5 533 623 731 793 862 906 946 982 
FR FIRE -:55 60 121 139 150 173 189 244 258 263 2 0 276 
EXPL ORD 39 63 87 104 121111 138 158 181 186 209 225 
ACTL DIS 16 28 39 55 62 77 88 99 106 '" Jt6 _121 
'l'l'l'HVjOjH 30 '3Q 47 48 51 53 59 B2 ts'> YZ Q4 

~' 

~ --~--~~--~--~--r-~--~--~~~~--~--+---~ 
, \.~" 
~ , -' :. ... ,< 

,; .. . 
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}Et _~!.RI~.!:._P''? nS.!ON iR~!.ti}L C!'MULATIVE. H9N-BATTLJi: CASUALTIES, CALENDAR 

. ___ .. ___ . ...;. ____ . __ '_' .. _.' ... _ .... _ .. ______ . __ .. __ .:. ~AR;_1w:9:.::..69::__ ____ ___..:.~ _____ _ 
}'HI ENDLY FIR!!; EXPLOSIVE ORI>NAJlCE -- ___ _ 
J.CCll)EN'l'AL D1SCHARGE :=;':"M ;': MOTOR VEHICLE = = -= -= = -= 

120\1 _J.~_ FEB _~. J3W~YtRJiAL/.MPUP~~JNA~~ ... 'S'E-;' - 'OCT NO 

\ 

1100 

1000, 

900 

700 

~N FEB MAR APR 
:~~~:"~Jr-b~.~_2L 75 

~ 45 56' 34 24 
1EXPJ;1)RD- -'"115 18 ..-U -21 
~--~--I-'-=~ --~:- 2t",-i>-CTL DIS..12. 6 . 
IiTR YEH - 1-- 3 ,-~ 2 I) Q 

TOTAL "-f-- 136 173 -t~'i 161 

'OUIlul.tx ~ Die ~ribut: lftn: 
opllilocc ~-5q 128 -f7Q ?C;A 

Fa FlRB _j5 1 CD. ~~1 W6.1 
rIPL ORD .-~ .~ 

-EN 

.lCTL DIS 66 82 
IKTRVRR- '3 .5 10 1Q 

10- -
~ -- .- -- -

- -
.. ' 

MA.Y JUN . JUL AUG 
98 92 88 111 
15 20 24 59 
11 27 26 27 
20 15 17 . 18 
12 9 i5 33 

11)6 163 J70 ?AA 

..352. 444 532 6~ 
1-17.6 . ',Q6 220 279 

-1QP 127 1'i3 180 
102 117 134 152 
~t 40 r)'i AA 

. ! 
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SEP 
59 
5' 16 
28 
15 

171 

702 
-c
332 
196 
180 
tm 

., 
" , 

OCT 
170 
32 

8 
' 17 

'1 
2'54 

f!12 
. 364 

204 
197 
110 

I 

, . 

~, , 

NOV 
102 
36 
'9 
19 
10 

206 

974 
400 
243 
216 
120 

, 

m~r. 

97 
19 
64 
18 
12 

210 

107 
41 Q 
307 
234 
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• • 

S1!!'l~~G ARMS. INCIDENTS i CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

'l'herc were no Supp0l't,ing arms friendly nre incidents for the lEtt Ma.rine 

Division (1 Apr to 13 Apr 71},a.lthough there was one Brigade incident 

with three Vietnamese casualties (no deattls), but no Brigade casualties. 

·The Bdgade adjusted monthly incident and casualty totes for April were· 

0.1 incidents and 0.0 casualties (U.S.) per 1,000 personnel. 

The ca.tegory of incidents includes not only air .and artillery, but crew­

served weapons as well. The nUmber of· incidents per month should remain 

in the vicinity of zero incidents because the strir,gerJt control and 

clea.rance measures which have influenced favorably both the incident and 

casua.lty rates remain in effect. In addition,· B.ll combat operations 

cease on 7 May. After that date, no such incidents should occur. However, 

the prediction of casualties is much more uncertain, because a single 

supporting arms incident can produce a large n·umber of casualties. For 

example six such incidents occurred in May 1970, yet only three persons· 

were injured, while five incidents in Augu·st 1970 produced four deaths· 

and twenty-nine injuries. . 
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1St MARINE 'DIVISI. (MIN) R CUMULATIVE SUPPORTING .1S INCIDENTS AND 

CASUALTIES CALENDAR YEARS 6 1 0 
CUMULATIVE INCIDEN1'S CASUALTIES 1969 ---- 1970 -, - - -~, 1971 --=-==..::: 

(3D I1A1UNE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE FIGURES - MON'I'HS IN PARENTHESES) 
JAN FEB MAR APR. MAY JUN JUt AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

§lli2 ~E!I!!~ ~~§, !BQlm ~§ 

-
~ 

~ 

l----
~ 

V 
V l.----

V ~ -,-_.- ~-~~- -" ._,-
-~ l---"" I ----- --

V -,--- ---- ...,-"",--

~ 
..,..-,.,..,.-

"'.- ,;'0 __ - ·~I--~ 
.... 
~3~-.·" i=".:~ ..... '" - -SUP ~!!nm .ARMS ~§~ n~ -~ -~-,.;:~ 

~l---
~ 

. l/V 
l.---- .- _.--- -----

~ ,-- ~-.-- . ,'" -,~ 
" ,~ // 

~ 1. ____ ,_"_ - __ ._ ,..---
<'" _,<<0-

6~ l~'~-
o L~ ___ ,_" -- . 

JAN FEB MAR 
(APR)(MAY)(JUN) (JUL) U'1Jd (SEP) (OCT) (NOV) (DEC) 

APR MA'''' JuN Jut . SEP OC'!T NOV nRC'! TOTAl 
'r6Q JNCID ' 18 20 11 ,'11 R q 12 20 11) ~ 1 q 7 11)1 

INC/H)OO QQ.1 o 8 004 0,4 003 ' 004 Oe~ On8 006 0,~t1: 003 ' On2 0,1) 
KILLED 12 14 4 .4 4 1 ,~, 8 ( 4 ? f)7 

IWOUNDED 29 3? ~7 15 f, 12 is 50 1'/) 2~ 21 ~O 265 
TOTAL CA 4'1 46 21 1q 10 1'3 18 58 56 c~ 21) 12 322 

1% 01>10 CA 016 oH 008 007 ,0. O~ .(J ,2A Ii :0 AM' ,1)4 ~ 10 
'/u".1JiL: j 11 '{ E 7 4 j ~ l ? '1 c 2 1 59 
INC/1000 . 0 0 2 0. 11 0,,3 0.2 0 0 OoOt 00 :> 0.2 0 0 4 00 0.2 0.1 0.2 
KILLED 0 2 '1 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 3 0 1-.0, 
WOUNDED 26 17 41 9 -3- 0 13 29 '10 3 3 3 11;7 
TOTAL CA 26 19 4:> ( '5 0 n 3~ 10 -"{ f: ~ H >7 

I iQv£iUJ vA, oQ8 eO? 01 b ,0, "Oi .00 ,06 . 'if :1JI'i ,-02 ~O~ n02 .( )b 

'71 INl:Jl) 0 0 0 ( f 
.. 

I NCjj 000 000 o 0 000 0.0 0.1 , 

~? ~D 0 0 0 0 0 
WUul~DED 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL CA 0 0 0 0 0 

1% CMD CA .00 .00 000 .00 .00 
( APR) }lIAY) ( ( JUN) (JU1) (AUG) (SEP) 3~ MARCH 71 30 APR 71' 
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.fLP'!!!JmALWEA~ONSINCIDENTS, CA.LENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

'J'here ¥ere no inc:idents for the 1st Me.rine Division (l Apr to 13 Apr 71), 
aJthough the Brigade (14 Apr to 30 Apr 71) had one incident ¥ith one 
M1:lrine ca.sualty. Both of these figuref:1 (one incident, one casualty) were 
the lowest recorded in the 28 months consider~d herein, produdng an 
ad,justc-d Ihonthly Brigade and April rate£:: of 0.1 incidents and O. ) casual­
ti cs per 1,000 personnel. 'These reductions reflect the decreasing strEmgth 
and activity of the Division/Brigade, but 8.1so reflect the continuing 
command attention at all levelS.,' All combat operations cease or, 7 May, It 
after which r,o individual weapons incidents should occllr. 
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1ST KAlINE . DIVIS I' (REIN), CUNULATlVE INDIVIDUAL .PONS INCIDENTS AND 

. CASUALTlES 9 CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1 970/1971 

CUMULATIVE INCIDENTS/CASUALTIES ~ 969 1970 - - ~'. ~ - 197il =,..".~""""""""" • 

(3D HARIN~~ AftiPHIBIOUS BRIGADE FIGURES - ](ONTHS IN PARf:NTHBSE8) 

~--

: I 
t 

JAN FEB MAR .AI>B. MAY JUN JUt AUG . SEP OCT NOV DEC TnTA1. 

'69 INCH) 7 13 i2 ·5 11 5 5 4 16 11 20 11 120 
INC/1000 003 0 0, 0 0 5 0 0 2 0 0 4 . 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 2 0.6 0 0 4 0<'6 . 0,,' 0 .. -4 
Kl.LL,!!;1) 1 5 1 0 3 ~ 2 1 5 1 ~ 1 -2'5 
WOUNV,I!;l1 

'".j 7 P 5 ~ l ~ 0 12 B 7 h 7') 

TOTAL CA~ 4 12 , 5 S .. 6 1 17 9 11 7 9'i 
}O CM.D -c.lil .02. .05 0)' 0 02 .02 00" 0 02 .0+ 00'1 0 03 .,~ .02 ~ 0'1 
rIO INCID 7 8 ~ 1 TI -14 6 15 6 4 2. Ii q~ 

INC/1000 .00 2 O~~ 0.4 Oe3 O~6 O~6 On~- O.lJl 0.3 00 3 0.2 0.,3 064 
IKILLED 0 1 2 3 0 d 1 6 2 0 1 0 20 
W[lIIN )~: 9 5 17 6 B 1q 2 16 2 2 0 3 89 
TOTAL CA~ ( 6 19 ~ 8 23 3 22 4 2 ~ '3 H)q 
ffoU'IDCA~ ou; ot)2 ocr. ,( 4 ,TI~ a'fIT .'O'i ,10 ,02 .m ,rn 07 =ol 
rTf IN{;llJ 5 "l 1 

.. 

~NC71 000 0.2 004 0 0 3 o. 0.1 , 

J( i, lED 0 0 0 _Q 0 
~0uNDED 3 t 1 O. 1 
[TOTAL CA 3 1 1 0 1 
1% CMD CA. .02 0 01 nOl .00 .Ot 

lAPR, \MAY tJUN) ~JUJJ) ,AUG ~S~;PJ31 MARCH 71~0 AJ>R 7f 
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ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES i CAr.$.NDARYEARS . 1969/1970/i971 

Accidental discharges continued, in April 71, to be a nettlesome problem 
of the. Ground Safety Program. The 1st Marine Division (1 Apr to 13 Apr 
71) had three incidents with three casualties (no deaths), producing 
adjusted monthly rates of 0.9 incidents and 0.9 casualties per 1,000. 
'l'he Brigade (14 Apr to 30 Apr" 71) had two incidents with two casualties 
(no a.eaths), producing adjusted rates of O. ~ incid.ents and 0.2 casus.lties 
per 1,000. The combined April rates of 0.4 incidents and 0.4 ce.sualties 
were a slight increase over comparable rates for March (0.3/1,000 ir, 
each case). 'This subject is particularly emphasized during Ground Safety 

"lectures; however, carelessness and negligent handling of firearms by 
troops contir..ue to cause these tragedies. 

'J.'he continuing standdo"rn of units and reduced 0perational commitments 
should reduce the incident rate since, in the units standing down, the 
handling of weapons will be reduced to a minimum. However, continued 
emphasis must be placed on the safe handling ~f weapons. 
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1ST MAlINE ·DIVIS.· (MIN) p CUMULATIVE ACCIDEN7'Al,I.QCHARGES AND 

CASUAW'IES p CALENDAR YBARS 1969/1970/1971 

CUNULATIVg INOIDl.;NTS/CASUALTIES 1969 --~- ~910~' - - - -,- i971 ~-+--__ 
(3D l'1ARlNE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE FIGURES = ~lONTHS IN PARENTm:SES) 

APR KAY JVN JUt AUG SEP OCT 

, 

JAN FEB MAR APR .MAY JUN JUI AUG . SEP OCT .NOY .DEC TOTAl 
. ~ INOID 17 19 1 16 20' 15 t i8 27 20 J7 220 

.F-T 1 5 ~ 120 2 3 1 4 
IrIOUNDEDf8 21 17 P; 18 15 16 ..16 15.. 205 

OTAL CA~ I q 26 2'1 1 I 20 r, J3 18 28 t1 
CMD CA 0 )8 .1 0 08 ,,0 .08 )I: ,en ,en ,11 ,06 .cY 

ro INeID 16 12 W 119 :6 11 11 8 8 2 12 
INC/1000 005 0.4 0,4 0.7 O.~ 0,7 0.5 0.5 0,5 0.2 o.~ o,e; 
KILLED 3 2 0 o 3 2 J 17 
WOUNDED 1 3 1 0 11 11 8 5 6 2 4 104 
TQlrAL CA. 16 1 c 1 i 16 7 15 11 7 7 ,2 121 
~. mID CA .OS ,0.1 ,0.1 .O? ~04 

171 m(;ID' q 4 ~ 3 2 
INC '1 000 0 ,7 0 . '3 0 , '3 O.Q 0.2 
~O:D 01 0 
WOv.~DED 8 4 '3 

o 0 
3· 2 

TOTAL CA 8 5 ~ 

1% Cl<ID CA~ .06 004 003 .09 .02 
(APR) (HAY) (JUN) ,JUL) "(AUG) (Sl'~P) 31 MARCH 71 50 APR 71' 
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- • CONFlDEN'rJ AI, 

~~PLO~ ORDNANCEINCIDENTS,CALENbAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

The Division (1 - 13 Apr) recorded the SAme number of incidents within 

this category as were recorded in Mal'ch (ov.e incident). Although the 

nwr,ber of incidents remained nt one, the adjusted monthly rate increased 

to 0.3 incidents I,er thousand personnel. However, casualties decreased 

from seven to one and the adjusted ca::;ualty rAte decreased, from O.'{ / 

1,000 in March to 0.3/1,000 in April. The single casualty sterrmed from 

the detonation of an M-26 .fragJllentation grenade. The Brigade (14 - 30 

Apri 1) aJ so had one incident iii this category. The adjusted inci dent 

and the casualty rates were both 0.1/1,000. This incident waf:: caused 

when an explosive devjce detor:.ated from the heat generated by burning 

weeds. 

There appears to be no definite trend est.ablished in either incidents or 

casualties 'due to explosive devices. The number of incidents per month 

continues to fluctu~te and, as in the case wlth supporting arms incidents, 

a certEliri number of detonations can produce few or many casualties. 

Nevertheless, with the cessation or' combat operations or. 7 May, there 

shoul6. be little cause for ha.ndling explosive devices and, therefore, 

the number of such inddents may reasonably be e>""Fected to fa.ll to zero • 
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'1ST MARINE "PIVISAt (MIN), CUMULATIVE EXPLOSm OANOE INCIDENTS AND AI' 
• j CASUAl.TIES CALENDAR YEARS, 1 6 1 ~O 1971 

Cur-IULATlVE lNOIDENTS CASUALTIES 1969 -~--~- 1970 - - - - -> 197"~ =---= 

•• J- --. ,;.~' ! 

, ~. 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUt AUG • SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL 
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The 1st Marine Division (1 Apr to 13 Apr 71) had. 2 incident.s occurring in 
April 1971. 'l'his was a decrease from the average for 1970, even consider­
ing only 13 days were considered in April. The Division thus recorded an 
adjusted incident rate of 0.6/1,000 during the month which was a decrease 
from March, when there were l.0 incidents/I,OOO. Division casualties 
from motor vehicle accidents for Apri 1 decreased to zero, producing El. 

casualty rate of zero compared to 0.5/1,000 for March. The accidents· 
and injuries which have occurl'ed in the p~st 28 months were prima.rily 
due to the influx of lightweight vehicular traffic prevalent on all lines 
of communication and the almost non-existent traffic control by Vietne.­
mEse authorities. 

The Brigade had six incidents occurring from 14 .. 30 April 1971, pro­
ducing an incident rat.e of O. 7/I~OOO.'Uth the continuing stand do ... 'l1. 

and deployments the rates should. continue a d.o"''I1ward trend. There ",-ere 
no Brigade ~asualties from vehicle accidents for April. Division/Brigade 
motor vehicle operators have been and are being constantly schooled in 
strictobedi ence to traffic regulations and 8.1so in the art of defensive 
driving. A majority of the acc:i.dents in which Marjne vehicles have been 
involved recently have not been the result of negligence or carelessness 
on the pa.rt of Marines • 
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CUMULATIVE MOTOR VEH ACeID~"!NTS .AND 

CASUALTIES g CAI.ENDAR YEARS 1969/1 970/1 97~ 
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.QPE.~1'IONAL!OCCUPAT!ONAL·INCIDEKTSCALENDARYEARS 1969/1970/1971 

Dtlring the period 1 - 13 April there were four operational/occupational 
incidents in the Division (those incidents resulting in death or 
requiring at least four or .mored~shospita1ization which do not fall 
within the purview of the other categories of the Ground Safety Program, 
including, inter alia, falls, burns and drownings) which produced four 
casualties (no deaths) and a.djustec. month- 'rates of 1.2 incidents c..nd 
1.? casualties per thousand personnel. B.;.h were the third lowest rates 
jn their r spective clc..ssifications in the past 28 months. Close 
att.ention at an levels of cc-rr.rn.and during the lastfive-slld-one-ha1f 
months appears to have gener~ted a downward trend in both incidents and 
casunl ti es. 

During the perjod 14 - 30 April there were 21 Brigade incidents and 21 
casualties. (including a death by drov:ning), producing adjusted rates of 
2.6 incidents and 2.6 casualties per 1,000 personnel. Keystone Oriole 
activity seems to have produced an increase of operational/occupational 
incidents and casualties. With close command ~ttenticn and supervision, 
this figure should be greatly reduced in the canting month, but one 
must bear in mind that much heavy' work w:i.ll bf! undertaken, exposing 
many personnel to the danger of occupational accidents. Both incicients 
and casualties were notabiy reduced from any monthly total expcrier:ced 
in 1969 or 1970, but were significantly larger than any other month in 
19n. 
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AND C!ASUAL'nES g CALENDAR YEARS 1969/i 970/1 9,{~ 
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SAVINGS BOND/SAVINGS DEPOSIT P~OGRAM, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

On 1 April 1971, the 3d MAE disbursing office commenced operations. In 
order to better service all 1.Uli ts of the 3d V'AB, pay records were trans­
ferred within the four deputy offices, regardless of where the units were 
attached. Therefore, comparisons can reasonably be made vith the March 
figures for the 1st Marine Division. 

Participation in the Savings Bond Program for the month of Aprjl 1971 
was 62.5%(8,291~ persons out of the 13,270 on bOb.rd part.icipating) COJri­

pared to 46.9% (4,522 persons out of the 9,750 on board participating) 
for the 1st Marine Division during March 1971, an increasE" from Harch 
to April 1971. This figure established a new high for 1971. The pre­
viau" high was 61. 7% established during January 1971. Participation in the 
Savings Deposit Program for the month of April. was 3.1% (4D persons out 
of 13,270 on board participat.ing) compared with 2.8% (272 per~ons out 
of 9,750 on board participating) in March 1971. This increase in par­
ticipation does not equal February 1971 when the 1st Marine Division 
had 3.6% participation. :t is anticipated that participation will 
decline during Increment 'VII a.s personnel choose to draw cash in prepar­
ation for departure. 
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1ST MAlIN! ·DIVIS. <¥IN} PARTICIPATION IN SAV.J BOND AND SAVINGS 
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Q::2 OVERVIEW 

The enemy contimled. in April 1971 to concentrate his. efforts against GVN 

forcef; and functions. 'l'herefore, his overt presence in the lowlands within 

the Division/Brigade '!'AOR continued to decline •. However, for the first 

tilile since mid-19'rO, March 'saw the employment ·of NVA infantry units in an 

offensive roJ e, \-rith the enemy presenting himself in force as be commenced 

his K850 carnpe.ign. This high point continued· into the first week of April, 

at which time he commenced his preparation phase for Phase II, K850. 

Imrine this period the enemy remained in the lowlands without withdrawing 

to basE' areas as practiced in h1.s more recent offensive surges. Also 

sign:l1'j cantly, he established a functional supply corridor and resupplied 

his forces in the field. However, Phase II, K850 did not reach the levels 

planned due to coordination and logistic problems, resulting in a low 

level of act:ivity throughout the province. There were only 437 enemy 

sighted during t.he mont.h (a slight increase from March's 384), 100 mortar 

rounds expended and 37 rockets employed within the Division/Brigade AO. 

April reflected a continuation of the steady decline in enemy activity 

evidenced during 1970. The most striking evidence of this decline is , 

reflected in a monthly comparison of enemy sighted/enemy attacks by fire 

during t.he past fifteen months. Total enemy sighted dropped from 4,425 
(January 1970) to a low of 576 (November) with an increase to 1,331 

(December), 1,394 (January 1971), and a slight decrease to 1,146 in February 

1971 before ·a relatively steep drop to '384 in March. The slight reduction 

during February, followed by a sizable reduction in March, can be attributed 

to the redeployment of 1st Marine Division units and the enemy's direction 

of his primary offensive efforts towards GVN forces and functions. Total 

enemy attacks by fire (rockets, mortar rounds, lob bombs) similarly declined. 

Six hundred fifty-eight rounds were received in. January 1970 alone as 

compared to a cumulative figure of 335 rounds received during the past four 

months (1 January through 30 April 71). Thi sis again a result of the 

enemy's primary concentration on GVN forces and functions. However, the 

overa]l reduction in enemy activity c~ be attributed largely to the 

attrjtional losses sustained by units subordinate to Front 4 and to the' 

resultant decision by the enemy to revert to guerrilla warfare techniques 

in order to con'serve his depleted forces. 

Overall 'enemy strength in the province, once estimated as high as 17,200 

(Dec 1967), diminished to an estimated 7,556 (April 1971). Infiltration of 

replacements from North Vietna~m has been minimal. The enemy's.inability 

to recruit. from the manpower base of indigenous South Vietnamese has re­

sulted in the necessity to assign, many NVA personriel to augment traditionally 

VC MainF'orce, Local Force, and Guerrilla Units. A further illustration of 

the enemy's declining combat effectiveness is evidenced by his need to 

realign his organizational structure. Throughout 1969 and during early 

1970, Front 4 commanded four NVA Regiments; but at present it appears that 

the 38th NVA Regiment is the only active regimental unit in tl;le province. 

The disbanding of units, reduction of unit strengths,and realignment of 

operational control resulted in 'an extensive reorganization of units as well 

as Aommand and control relationships; the "Wing" concept of decentralized 

t, con", nd and control is, now apparently defunct. Unless an intense ,effort is 
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lliade by the ene~1Y to introduce sizable reinforcements into the province 
(luring 1971, it. js anticipated that his present force levels will continue 
to ncteriorate. Confronted with F~F/ARVN preemptive operations, reduced 
M'.npower. and supply shortages, enemy forces will be capable of conducting 
onJy the harassing activities that have characterized their efforts in 
recent· months, and some limited offensive surges in the southern lowland 
areas. In the populated lowlands, main efforts will be channeled towards 
rebuilding the depleted YCmilitary and political structure at the hamlet 
and village level. NVA forces in the lowlands. are expected to withdraw 
to th8 base areas. rhey are, for the most part, expected to be engaged 
in refitting, reindoctrination and reconsolidation for poss·ibly another 
offensive surge in the latter part of May. 

Until 14 April 1971, 16 reconnaissance teams were maintained by the 
Djvision. On that date, the Division stood down, and operational control 
of the 12 remaining teams passed to the 1st Marine Regiment. Throughout 
April, an average of eight teams was available for field employment on 
(my given day. 'I'his represented a reduction of fi veteams available in . 
comparison with March's total and a reduction of six teams from the total 
for February. An average of five teams was deployed each day throughout 
April, for an average employment of 35.7%; . Reconnaissance efforts were 
primm'iJy directed at preempting the enemy's infiltration of rockets into 
the forward area of the Division/Brigade. ·The last deployed reconnaissance 
team was extracted on 28 ApriL Company itA", 1st Reconnaissance Battalion 
is scheduled tostanddown on 7 May. 

Unattended ground sensors again were employed to monitor enemy activity on 
positions recently vacated by redeployed Marine units during April 197L 
A total .of 31 sensors were deactivated, with 34 new sensors employed. '!'his 
left a total of 120 active Radio Frequency sensors at the end of April. 

The continued increase in sensor use each month is a result of two factors. 
As Marine units redeploy, sen~ors are. used to cover areas infantry units· 
once controlled, and there has been an increase in the understanding and 
appreciation of sensor capabilities by unit conunanders, resulting in 
additional sensor requests. 

The G-2 Air Task is coordinated with the.Aviation Reports Section, G-3 and 
encompasses any anti~air activity directed against 3d MAB aircraft and 
enemy losses obtained from bomb damage assessments. 

In-country, anti-air activity continued at about the same level experienced 
since J·anuary 1971, whiJ e out-or-country anti-air incidents sharply decreased 
following the standdown of VMA-225 on 19 ApriL There were no aircraft h:it 
out-of-country, and four were nit in-country resulting in one aircraft 
(OV..;10A) destroyed. 
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All G-2 operational functions cease on 7 ~ay 1971, as the 196th Brigade, 
23d Infantry Division assumes responsibility for all of. the former Division/ 
Brigade AO. 'llhe Sensor Control and Managemertt Platoon will turn over all 
its assets to the 196th on 1 May. 
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. !!?'l'I.MA'l'ED EN}<~MY STRENGTH 1 QUANG NAM PROVINCE, CALENDAR YEARS i969/l970/1971 

1'nemy strength i.n Quang NamProvince during April 1971 showed a total esti­
mated reduction of 90 from '7,646 in March 19'71 t-o '7,556. The total of 
7,556 included North Vietnamese Army (NVA), Main Force (MF), and Local Force 
(LF) units as well as village/hamlet guerrillas. Unless substantial re­
placements are received from outside the province, enemy strength levels 
will probably continue to decrease in 1971. ' 

In reviewing total·enemy strength in Quang Nam Province.over the past two 
years, two distinct periods of· reduction are evident. In 1969, overall 
strength declined from a high of 16,800 (May) to a level of approximately 
11,000 - 13,000 for the remainder of the year and into early 1970. Enemy 
force levels fluctuated within this range until July 1970, when another 
steady decline commenced. By April 1971, enemy strength in the province 
was estimated at 7,556, thereby representing nearly a 50% reduction from the 
mid-J969 force·level. 

While it appears that .the enemy has the capability to introduce infiltra-
tion groups to replace some of these losses, he does not appear inclined at _ 
this time to increase infiltration to a ·level that would reconstitute former ., 
force levels. Recruitment of indigenous South Vietnamese does not presently 
play a si gnifi cant part in overall manpower procurement, as evidenced by the 
necessity to' utilize NVA personnel in traditionally VC roles. On - he.nd 
personnel assets 'willprobably continue to be redistributed as appropriate; 
more NVA troops will be used to fill the ranks of MF and LF units; NVA, MF, 
and LF personnel will also be used to rebuild the depleted guerrilla organi­
zation within the province. 
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1ST KARIN! 'DIVIS '(MIN) ESTIMATED ENEMY STRENG'II!' QUANG NAM PROVINCE 

, I 
CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970 /1971 

1969 EST. STRENGTH ~~~ 1970 EST. STRENGTH - - - -
1971 EST. STRENGTH -,----
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!)F.PlpY~NT OF RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS •. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/l970/l97i 

Untj) 14 Apd 1 1971, 16 reconnaissance teams we·re maintained by the Di vi­

sion. On that date, the Division stood down and operationa~ control of 

the remain:ing teams was passed to the 1St Marine Regiment. Throughout 

April, an average of eight teams was available for field employment on 

any given day. This represents a reduction of five teams available from 

March's·total and.R reduction of six teams from February. An average of 

five teams was deployed each day throughout April for an average employ­

ment of 35.7%. Reconnaissance efforts were primarily directed at pre­

(;mpting the enemy's infiltration of rockets into the forward area of the 

Division/Brigade TAOR. 

Division assets pd or to September 1970 included the Division Reconnaissance 

Battalion and the 1st Force Reconnaissance CoJ)1pany. During this period, 

deployed teams included those providing security for four Division obser­

vation posts. A major reorganization of the Division reconnaissance effort 

was effected in September 1970 as a result of the redeployment in Increment 

IV of two companies of the Division Reconnaissance Battalion and the 1st ~ 

Force Reconnaissance Company (less one platoon detachment). Division 

Reconnaissance Battalion was relieved of the security responsibility for 

three of the four Division observation posts and given the objective of 

maintaining a minimum of 24 operational teams, with the capability to deploy 

and support 12 of these teams at any given time. This figure remained 

constant until 24 March, when Increment VI redeployment decreased the number 

of teams to 16 and the Force Reconnaissance detachment terminated operations. 

Deployed teams are now defined as onty tho~e oeprating in the field on 

assigned reconnaissance missions. 

As of 28 April, there were no reconnaissance teams deployed, the last two 

having been extracted on that date from I?ong Dien. Company "A". 1st 

Reconnaissance Battalion is scheduled to s'tanddown on 7 May. 
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,'" ~ DEPLOYED ON RECON MISSIONS 1969 1970 ---- 1971 -======-= 
% DEPLOYED ON ALL MISSIONS (JUL 1969 - OCT 1970)········ 

JAN FEB MAR APR HAY JVN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

55% 

(I' ~ o· • 0 • •• '0 .~ •• ". "0 0° 0 o· 0 
0 • 0" 

'0c> o· 0.
000

' Old' .0 o. 
iJO 0

6 ." . " 0
0 0 • 0 •• 0 0 0 0 6 0 0c> .0 6 r-OO .0 • o· 6 0 0 • 0 • .~OO" 0 • 0 

0 
0 

~ 
II 

~"-~ I "-
/" 

1'-___ , 
/' 1', 

~ 
I " 

~ 
~, V ..... A / 

~ <= V/ '" v .......... °0 

v= ..... \ 0. 

v ....... ~ 1' ...... 0 II 

~ ./ 
,~ 

/ 
~I 

45~ 

35% 

25% 

• 

JAN FEB MAR. .APR MAY .JUN ~UL AUG ' SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAl 

'~69 
rrMS AVAI 4~ 46 ,~ A! 4' 'I ALL MSNS 2' 2' 2' 2' 24 , tt 

~ DEPt 55. 56.' 54. !)B. 53 •. 50 1f 

RON MSNS t C 1 ( 1 1 tb 1 -tr. 

RECON 38.f 39.~ 38. _4t. 35. 5 .2.8 .. tI. 

1970 
MS AVAI 38 50 57 1)4 56 ...5.4 48 42 ~~ ~, ~ .2.4 
~LL MSNS 22 25 29 31 31 28 27 26 12 1 1 * 
b DEPL 57.9 50.0 50.9 57,4 1)1) 51 ,8 56.2 62.0 42.9 :n..t. _45.L'~_ ALL tI 

RCN MSNS f4 17 21 23 2~ 20 19 18 1~ ~ 11 1 *. 
% RF.7'!On ~F\.A ~A.O ~f,.Q A?'; A1 .( ~7,O ~Q,6 42,8 31) 7 ..-S·S 41),8 4' tltI 

1 Q71 
TKS AVAI 24 24 22 14 
ALL MSNS -8 9 8 I) I 

~ P.~PL 33.3 37.5 36.4 35.7· tI 

1«.: .4SNS 8 q 8 C; tI4I 

'% RECON 33.3 37,S '36.4 ~'i.7 tI. 

"'~ I ,0 Al'R 71 , 
CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

\ 

, t··· 

;, ".,; 

! .. ' 



., 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONl"IDENTJAL • • 
During April 19"(1, there ,,-ere five air delivered. strings a.nd one hAnd implsx)t­
abJ.(; string 8,vail abJE: for utilization. As fricnaly units redepJoyed, there 
w~·.re ft.'WET uni ts ava nab] e to provide secur:tty for hand impla.nt. temns, End 
€:mphad s. was placeci. on air implants. Adsid r''- stringr. were imphlllted from a 
UH-J htJicopter in l~ortar Valley and Charlie Ridge. A hand implant wc,s madf' 
on FhE Support Base Dagger for target 6.cquisition and detecUor, of' enemy use 
of this position. 'l'his field consisted of an acousti.c sensor (Hinisid III 
with [ill 8.udio add-on unjt) and an Arfbouy III with 500 noiseless button bomb­
lets. 'l'here was also a hand irrplant east of Hill 190. This string consisted 
of four Microsias, one fvla,gi6 T-4, and one audic add-on unit. A total of 31 
sensors were deactivated, with 31~ new sensors employ{:d. 'l'his left a total of 
120 8,ctive Radio Prequency senso:r's at the erld of .Apri 1. 1.s Marine units re­
deploy, sensors are used to cover f,reas which infentry units once controlled. 
'l'here hll.s been an incref.l.se j n the unc..e:t'stending and apprecintion of sensor 
capHbiJities by unit commanacrsresuJting in udditional Senf'or requeEts • 

Major changes jn emphe.rds on emplo;YlLent of senSOl'S withir. thE:: Dhision occurred· 
in 1970. Sensor t;.t:i lization, which had incr'easec steacU ly during 1969 and. He 
first ha] f of 1910, decreased significantly thc:i'eafter, COllimcncir.g in July with 
the deactivation of the DAISS (De.na.ng Anti-lnfiltration SurveiJ lance sYE-teD.). 
Due to the "barrier" nature of these line senr;;ors, the enemy has teen more apt 
to traY(~rse the string than to folIo,,' itc l>.}<ir;,' Therefore, although f'e'lorer 
activations :r:esul tea. frcm :t:hi s arrangement, any such actj vations were COnSl<Le:r ec 
intrmSons and ,,'ere targeted (see Tal: 2-4). However, since 13 ratt.ern or rete 
of movement was difficult to ascertain, there war, a greeter chance of firing on e 
nontargetatle activations. Air emplaced sensors were also frequently used 
during this period of thne ,being delivered into rear base areas Rnd lcgistic 
router:; used l,y the em'my forces. Nei ther means a.fforded adequate opportunj ty 
for boml' dan,age aSflessment, becau.se the line sen'sors wcrf' not a.dequately observed 
and the air delivered sensors ";ere remot.ely located. Consequently, as CDn be 
seen :in ('l'ab 2-~), bomb damage assessment was 10'10/ despite the numbe'r of act,) va­
tions and subr,equent fire missions. 

SEnsor uti 1 j zation increased w5. th Increment V, VI and VII redeployments. ,6 it' 
delivery was used nJC)re in Apr·n than ir. January beca.use of the lacl~ of friend.ly 
units to provide secDri ty i'0l' grmmd in:.plarlt tennis. As tlle enemy's spring 
offensjve continued, more sensors were rp.quest-ec1 by ground 'units to n.eet tte 
enemy threat. Air deljvery of sensors became SCAHP's p:dll'ary means of itr,plant 
during Apri] 197. With increa.sed coordination, the same· pilot waD utL'..ized for 
all impla.nts. The tesn! of SCAMP personne)" end pilot experienceo. in sensor 8,ir 
ddivery produced a high degree Of. accuracy in emplacement. 

On 1 May, f.l.ll SCAMP asr.:ets wiD be trellsferred to the control of the 196th 
Infantry Brigndc. On 7 May, SCAMP will be transferred to the control of its 
parent unit (Eeadguarters Batt~Hon, 1st Marine Division) and "Till l.e redeployed 
to Camp Pendleton. 
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'l'A13Q~A~~SOF\ ACTIVATIONS, CALENDAR . YEARS 1970/1971 

During April 1971, there vas a total of :17 targetable activations resulting 
in three fire missions. These totals compare with 41 targets detected in 
Mm'ch and two fire missions utilized, a decrease in April of 24 targets with 
an increase in fire missions by one. .Bomb da.rriage assessment (BDA) for 
April was llf KIA probable. An aerial observer vas utili zed on one occasion. 

When the Sensor Control and Management Platoon (SCAMP) vas organized in 
early 1970, sensor eqUipment vas used primarily for target acquisition. 
The practice of firing 'on' Srll.sensor activations resulted in compromise of 
the locaUons of sensor strings, and, by avoiding sensor seeded areas, the 
enemy neutralized the effectiveness of this eqUipment. However, as the 
year progressed and experience was gained in sensor utilization, emphasis 
vas shHted from target acquisition to coll~cting information on enemy 
movements. 

As Marine units redeployed, the role of sensors as a source of intelligence 

·e 

and target acquisition increased. The. first trend was the use of sensors a 
in the "stay behind" role. Asuni ts left fire "bases and observation posts, ,., 
sensors were implanted to detect the enemy returning to the former positions. 
These sensor fields were primarily used for target acquisition. Redeploy-
ment also left fewer infantry units available to provide security for hand 
implants. SCAMP used air delivery as its primary means of implanting 
sensors. Close coordination with pilots enabled accurate delivery of sensors 
by UH~lE aircraft. 
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rRl;;CIPI'l~ATION, QUANG HAM PROVINCE, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

Precipitation in Quang Nam Province·for the month of April· 1971 totalled 

~,05 inches ,a decrease of 1.40 inches from the previous month. Seasonal 

precjpitation in Quang Nam Province is associated with the Northeast Monsoon 

which prevails from September through January. The rainy season drew to a 

close in January with a 0.85 inches, followed by 0~53 inches in February, 

1.45 inches in March and .05 inches in April, totalling 2.88 inches for 

the four months, a significant decrease from the comparable period in 1969 

(6.25 inches) and 1970 (7.18 inches). 

Monthly rainfall totals during 1969 varied sharply from the mean only during 

the peak accumulation in October when 39.97 inches of rain were recorded. 

Monthly rainfall during 1910 corresponded closely to mean monthly totals. 

Cumulative precipitation for the year was approximately five inches below 

the norm. 

During the monsoon season, frequent occurrencea of rain, fog and low V1Sl­

bility allow the enemy an opportunity to move with a greater degree of 

freedom from friendly air and ground observation. Conversely, wet weather 

has a detrimental effect on enemy movement due to swollen streams and in­

undated lowlands. Deterioration of food, ordnance, and other supply caches 

during the 1970 monsoon season contributed significantly to the difficulties 

encountered by enemy forces in the province. The enemy has increased and 

may be expected to continue to increase his logistic activities in an 

endeavor to recoup the losses to his supp1~ base. 
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'l'he general trend of enemy activity cont :nued to remain at a low level in 

April 19 r{1, although Umited increases in certain indicators were observed. 

'~"he number of enemy sighted during the month increased slightly to 431 from 

the 384 sighted during the previous month. The monthly average for 1970 

was 2,568 (See Tab 2-6b). 'l'he enemy fired 100 mortar rounds. and 37 rockets 

withjn the Division/Brigade TAORduring the month. The increfl.se in rockets 

and mortar rounds received can be attributed· to th~ high points in·activity 

associated with Phases I and II of the K850 campaign. Decreases over the. 

long run can be attributed to the enemY's forced reversion to the guerrilla 

warfare tactics which were prevalent prior to the large scale commitment of 

North( Vietnamese Army Forces in 1965. The enemy continued'in April 1971 

to concentrate his efforts ~ainst GVN forces and functions. Therefore, 

his overt. presence in the lowlands within the Division/Brigade TAOR con­

tinued to decline significantly. For the first time since September -

October 1970, March saw the employment ofNVA infantry . units , with the 38th 

Regiment being active against GVN forces in Duc Duc District. Also sig­

nificant is the fact that the K850 campaign, when compared to the enemy's 

more recent offensive surges, has been unique in several respects:. . 

a. The encmy has remained in the lowlands for an extended period, with­

(Jut withdrawing to base ar~as between offens~ve phases. 

b. He has established a functional supply corridor and is resupplying 

his forces in the field. 

c. He:is employing a major command echelon in the lowlands, co-located 

with the deployed units. 

d. He has conducted repeatedatta0.ks against the sa'ne targets, and hns 

conducted dnyUme ground assaults. 

Phase II elf K850 began on the night of 25-26 April, with a period of ::on­

thnwus<l.ctLrity scheduled to follow· for apout five to seven dfi.Ys. This 

period \>w.s to consist of scattered harassing mOl'tar attacks with .lilnitcd 

ground Hod sapper .attacks" and tre employment of l'ocl(etB ags.in';;;t the Danang 

Vit81 area, Hoi An, An Roa, Hill 55 and surrounding area~. The enemy:s 

offensive surge did not reach the levels. planned due to coordination anct 

log:ist:i~ploblems, resulting ln a low level of act.ivity throu.ghout the 

province. 

'rhe number of enemy sighted steadily <iropped 1 hroughout 1970, as i Ih,d.:t'ated. 

by comparison of the high of 4,425 enemy obselved irl Jarllt8ty to the 2,785 

si~hted during the entire last quarter of the year (Octob~r, November, 

Dec enib er ). . Thi s reflects the enenw' s overall strength d('clil'.e in tb(~ {l:rov:i,nce 

(See Tab 2--1) and also reveals· hiEl reluctance to jeopal'dj, ze his rems.l mr.g 

forN;s. Sightings :remained relativelyconstallt during Jt.rlu!U'y and February ~ 

followed by a significant decreaae in March. 'l'his could be 'attrihv.~ed to 

.tllc redeployment of 1st Mari11e:Division ukitS and tha ?'l'tpal atio:1 } .!riodr 

s.Jent by' the enelll,Y'precedillg his high points of activity. Sightin~& in 

Quang ham Province a.r,e almost certain to ':ncreaBe, bm. a1 tJ not cxpE. !ted t,,,) 

rf'ach t.he levels observed in ~969 or earlj 1910 (See -Ta.b 2-6b). . 
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Enemy efficiency in tl1e employment of ~liO!'t(U'S has deteriorated, as evidenced 

by the inaccura;!.,e fire reported by units in the 1st Marine Division TAOR 

during recent months. His mortars have been used primarily as a harassing 

'Weapon, since the enemy has not elected to commit sizeablefQrces in an 

offensive role. 

As if, true of rocket attacks, mortar attacks are timed to coincide with general 

offensive surges. The monthly average of mortar r<;)Unds received during 1970 

was 85 rounds per month. The current ttverage for 1971 is 58 rounds per ' 

month. 'J'hi sis in consonance with the. evidence of declining enemy acti vi ty 

and the direction of his efforts against GVN forces and functions. 

The use of lob bombs is .alroost entirely for the purpose of harassment. The 

round, . composed of a crudely fuzed artillery round or aerial bomb lofted 

in the general direction of a target with·acharge of ·explosive, may travel 

as far as 600 meters. It isa grossly inaccurate system and the round is 

often a dud (See Tab 2-6a). 

In order for him to implement his strategy of guerrilla warfare, the enemy 

has continued to employ rockets against· area. targets, a tactic which serves 

as an excellept psychological weapon. Sinc.e he has neither the logistical 

system nor the combat capability to employ rockets as a medium of close 

combat support, the enemy has used ro~kets to intimidate the civilian 

population and, to a lesser degree, FWMAF. The pattern o[ rocket attacks 

conforms closely to surges anq. ebbs of the enemy's campaigns. (During the 

month of January, the months of April and May, and the period August 

through October 1970, the enemy attempted to increase his offensive activity. 

Consequently, of the 228. rockets launched during 1970, 185 were fired during 

these three periods). 1n April 1971, the enemy launched 37 rockets. There 

is no evidence that the effectiveness of enemy .rocket units will improve 

in 1911 (See ~'ab 2-6a). 
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~OCKETSt MOR_~~ROUNDSJ AND 'toBBOMBS RECEIVED; CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1971 e 
'l'he employment of rockets, mortars and lob bombs by the enemy increased some­

'What in April 19'(1 compared to the relatively low levels experienced, during . 

the preceding five months. One hundred mortar rounds were fired in stand~ 

off atta,cks on friendly positions (an increase of 79 over the previous' 

mont.h), thirty-seven rockets Were fired (36 were. fired in March 1971), and 

no lob bombs. were employed (5 were employed the previous ~on1;.h) during 

Apri]. The increase in number of enemy rockets e~ended and mortar rounds 

received can be laid to the high points in activity in connection with 

Fha~~es 1: and II ofK850, which were directedalrnost entirely against GVN 

forcvs and functions, with the exception of the employment of rockets 

agai n st the Danang vi ta,l area. . , 

Enemy employment of rockets during 1970 varied from a high during April, 

when 58 were expended, to two months (March and July) in which no rockets 

'Were fired in Quang Nam Province. Rocket attacks have been directed pri­

marily against Danang and its environs, and while they frequently are 

planned for periods of low lunar illumination, the enemy's ability to 

launch such attacks is largely governed by 1:1is ability to avoid FWMAF/ARVN 

detection while attempting t9 establish launch sHes. Preemptive small 

unit operations in the "Dan an g Rocket Belt" have contributed significantly 

,toward denying the enemy !3ufficient opportunity to prepare multiple firing 

pos:i.tions within range of lucrative targets. Rockets have also been em­
ployed recently against targets in the lowlands in Dai Loc, Duc Due, and 

Dien Ban District. By virtue of occupying dominant terrain, the enemy has ~ 

a higher degree of selectivity in choosing firing sites within this area. ., 

However, the inherent inaccuracy of this weapon renders it relatively 

ineffective when fired in small quantities. 

When afforded the bPportunity~ the enemy will continue to fire rockets in 

sma.ll munberf" and employment :tn 19'{1 will probably continue to reflect 

a low level of intensity sim~_l8.r to that observed in 1970. r£ab 2-6 also 

dj scu~~se8 enemy rocket employment. 

Ji':nemy fCmrloYlLlent of nlol"ta.rs during 1970 conunenced with a high of 621 

rounds, expended.in January J,970, fonowed by a steady decline that re­

sul ted in a mere 25 and )~1 rounds fi:red during November and December, of 

U.at yea-c respectively. FrOTa ~lanu"lry t,hrough December the average monthly 

expenditure was. some 85 rounds per month. This was in consonance with 

the evjdence of declining enemy activity throughout the province. Friendly 

small unit operations have denied the 'enemy opportunity to conduct sus- , 

t!'J.inedbarrageswithout detection, consequently' the mortar team mm:t resort 

tosho:rt:-duration employment and resultant ineffectiveness. Although 

local ghortages of mortar rounds are apparent in some instances, this 

situation usually resuJts from logistic interdiction by FWMAF/ARVN Forces 

(continued on preceding 'page) 
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and does not necessarily reflect a pr-ovince-wide ordnance shortage. 

Mo:rtar tubes, \-,hile sufficient in quantity, are considered too valuable 

to rjsk capture and therefore are employed sparingly. In the foreseeable 

future, the enemy can be expected to employ 1).i8 mortars in a cautious. 

feshion,choosing to jeopardize neither men nor weapons for·the sake of 

l:imited results. Mortar rounds will contiriue to be, by far, the most 

popular medium of enemy firepower, but these mortar attacks' are primarily 

harassing j n nature and are rarely followed by infantry or sapper ex­

ploitat:ion, AClditional comments on enemy mortar employment are contained 

jn Tab 2-6. . 

. Employment of Job bombs during the past fifteen months has varied from a 

high during June 1970, when 27 were expended, to five months (February, 

April, Decelfiber 1970, January and April"I971) in which no lob bombs were 

employed in Quang Nam Province. Af.'o portrayed by the . graph , the only 

pattern in evidence is a usage that appears to vary in inverse proportion 

., 

to the expenditure of rockets and mortar rounds, thereby superficially 

indicating a "gap filler" weapon encountered during periods when conventional 

stand-off attacks by fire have declined. Despite such a pattern, th.ere is 

no BIllpHfying evidence to support this trend, and it is generally concluded 

that lob bonilis are employed in random fashion by guerrilla forces. Al­

though this 'crude weapon. lends little to the enemy's supporting arms" 

capability, it will probably continue to be employed infrequently by 

guerrilla's as a harassing technique. Tab 2-6 also addresses lob bomb em-

ployment. 
~ 
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.!.~:",_~lN!I: plVl~~ElN),' ROCKETS, ~ORTAR ROUND ~B 'BOMBS RECEIVED _. 
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ENEMY SIGHTED VS ENEMY J;CIA'/ATTACKSBY FIRE. CALENDAR YEARS 1970/1271 

Four hundred thirty-seven enemy were sighted in the Division/Brigade AO 
, dur:ing April 1971, representing a slight increase over March's 384. This 

increase is commensurate with similar increases in the number of enemy 
kj Ded in action by Division/Brigade troops during 'the month (71) and in 
the number of rockets, mortar rounds and lob bombs' fired by the enemy at 
friendly positions (137, including 100 mortar rounds and 37 rockets). 

As the monsoon season faded out in January 1971, s{ghtings increased 
slightly (from ],331 in December 1970 to 1;394), but immediately' decreased 
somewhat in February (to 1,164), followed by a significant sharp decrease 
in March (to only 384) whi ch seems to have carried over into April. A 
number of factors have contributed to this reduction in sightings. Among 
these are the retrograding of the Division's (and the Brigade's) integrated 
observations devices arid the steady closing of most of the observation 
posts, which has reduced the means through which many of the enemy's troopse 
have been sighted. Significant, too, is the gradual takeover of the . 
Division/Brigade AO by the 196th'Infantry Brigade, which has steadily 
reduced the area in which the enen~ could be sighted by Division/Brigade 
units., 

Each of the indicators consia.ered herein (sightings, ordnance expenditur'es, 
and KIA ) should be even lO'l-o'er in May than they were in April. The Brigade 
terminat.es all combat operations on 7 May and all G-2 functions will. 
tr~msfet' to the 196th 13rigade Ofl tliat. a.a.te., 'l'herefore, May totals for the 
Brigade s.hould include only those n\U'llb!l's accrued during the first seven 
days of the month. . 
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G-2 AIR, 3D MARINE AMPHIBIOUSBR!GADEi14~30APRIL 1971 

Due to the limited scope of operations involving 3d MAB air assets and the 
control eXercised by 7th Air Force, 'air intelligence functions within the 
Brigade consisted primarily of'recording, evaluating, and reporting items 
of air intelligence interest to 7th Air Force~ MAG-ll, and MAG-l6. T,his 
task was coordinated with the Aviation Reports Section, G-3and encompassed 
any anti-air, activity directed against 3d MAB aircraft and enemy l,osses 
obtained from bomb damage assessments. ' 

In-country, anti-air activity continued at about the same level experienced 
since January 1971 ,with ,40AA incidents being reported d~ring the period 
'14-30 April. Four aircraft sustained hits, and one aircraft (OV-lOA) .Tas 
destroyed with the loss of the pilot and the observer. Out-of-country, 
the level of AA incidents dramatically decreased following the standdown 
of VMA~:?25 on 19 April. Nine incidents 'Were reported by this squadron 
between 11j-19 April, with only five other incidents being reported for the 
entire period. No aircraft were hit out-of-country. 

An electronic lock-up was received by an A6A- while on a COMMANDO BOLT 
mission about 80 NM WNW of DANANG on 16 April. An, evaluation of the' 
electronic indications reported by the flight crew resulted in the incident 

'being assessed as a probable friendly ,F-4a~r intercept attempt. On +8 
April, a Significant lock-up was experienced by an A6A on a COMMANDO BOLT 
mission about 15 NMsouth of MU GIA Pass. An evaluation of the electronic 
indications resulted in an assessment that this was a probable SAM-associ­
ated, FAN SONG radar acquisition. This information, correlated with all­
source data, enabled 7th Air Force to confirm the presence of a field­
deployed SA-2 SAM site about 6 NM east of MU GIA Pass. 

Enemy losses as a result of 3d MAB bomb damage assessments for the period 
111-30 April 71 are listed below: 

In-country: 24 KBMA, 5 trucks destl:'oy~d, 2x51 Cal. AAMG's destroyed, 
lx60mru mortar destroyeQ., '1 bridge destroye,d. 53 bunkers destroyed, 10 
bunkers damaged, 4 secondary POL fires, 26 secondary fires, 57 secondary 
explosions, J 5 road cuts, 14 road slides, ,and' 2 ford cuts. 

, . 
Out-of-country: 19 trucks destroyed, 4 trucks damaged, 1 bulldozer 

damaged, 26 secondary explosions, 22 secondary, fires, 42 road cuts, 20 
road sJides, 1 ford cut, 4 structures ,destroyed, and 1 secondary POL fire. 
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·G,.;.30VERVIEW 

Enemy activity throughout the month of April continued to be characterized 
by standoff attacks by f'ireon the DaN~g Vital Area and environs. 
Division activities consisted 'largely of repositioning units tp the north 
of Song Vu Gia prior to turning over the 5th Marines AO to the 196thBrigade, 
23d Infantry Division, USA. The turnover on 13 Aprilred,uced the remaining 
AO to approximately half its original size.' Successive transfers of area 
responsibility to .the196th Brigade, 1st TaskForce and Quang Nam'Province 
units by the 3d Marine Amphibious Brigade which became operational on 14, 
April in trace of the departing 1st Marine Division Headquarters reduced 
the 3d MAB AO to an·area approximately following the trace of Hoa Vang 
.District comprising the Da Nang environs by the end of April. 30 April 
also found the MAB operating with two maneuver battalions with 1/1 standing 
down on 15 April (3/1 scheduled to stand down on 1 May). 

Changes in indicators and statistics continued to reiI1force established 
trends in nearly all areas during April. With the exception of enemy KIA 
whi ch nearly doubled those experienced in March (to' 71 from March's 38), 
all other statistics remained nearly identical to those recorded Quring 
March. The continuation in ~rends depressed monthly 1911 averages for the 
Division to 8 friendly KIA and 106 friendly WIA and 126 enemy KIA, 50 

. individual and three crew~served weapons captured from the enemy. Th~se 
averages compare to 34 Division KIA, 302 WIA, 434 enemy KIA, 107 individual 
weapons and nine crew-served weapons ,lost per month in 1970. From 14 
April the Brigade suffered two KIA and 46 WIA while killing 22 of the enemy 
and capturing ten of his individual weapons. The 48 Brigade casualties 
may seem excessive when compared to the Division's 25, but the Division had 
an average strength of slightly over 7,000 from 1 April to 14 April, while 
the Brigade averaged over 13~000 personnel and casualty rates compute to 
about 3.5 casualties per 1,000 personnel for both commands. 

Mines and booby traps continued to take their. toll in April. Twenty-seven 
men were wounded by such devices inAprii (eight from the Division, 19. 
from the Brigade), exceeding slightly March's total of 25. The ,sum of such 
casualties for both March and April ,is less, however, than any single month 
total in the preceding twenty-six months. Twenty-seven casualties from the 
detonation of 13 surprise firing devices produced a cas~alty per .detonation 
ratio of 2.1 ( the Division, 1. 6, the Br;i.gade, 2.4), while the percentage 
of casualties caused by SFDs rose to 36.9% in April (the Division 32.0%, 
the Brigade 39.6%). The Division's personnel, found 21 mines, or booby traps 
during the first part of April while detonating only five, producing a high 
find to detonation ratio of 5.40:1 and thereby raising the annual ratio to 
2.80:1. ,For the Brigade, twelve devices were found and eight detonated 
for a ratio of 1.50: 1. These figures combined for the whole month of April 
yje1d 39 finds, 13 detonations and a ratio of 3.00:1, the same experienced 
in March. 
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'J'he remalmng f(;>ur .CUPF teams 'were phased out on 15 April, ending the 
successful 18 month operation of the Combined Unit Pacification program. 
There were no contacts during the month; therefore, the casualties, prisoners 
and Hoi Chanhs fell to zero. 

Supporting arms and helicopter support indicators cCllltinued to fall in April 
as the Division departed and the Brigade gradually reduced operations. 
Slightly over 8,400 artillery rounds were expended in April (the Division, 
4,600, the Brigade, 3,800) from an average of 28 pieces, naval gunfire 
expenditures continued at zero, and fixed wing sorties fell to.124 from. 
the 225 flown in March. Helicopter statistics again fell, sharply, 2,598 

.hours of operation accounting for slightly over 9,900 passengers carried 
and 600 tons of cargo hauled, all great reductions from the already 
diminished numbers recorded ih March. 

S.ince all ground operations cease on 7 May, .all numbers included in this 
section should fall toward zero for the month of May • 
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FRIEWDLY CASUALTIES 

In April, two Marines were killed and 71 wounded in action compared to 

five killed and 78 wounded in March 1971, a decrease' of 12%. April 1971 

casualty statistics represe.nt a decreaSe of 41% from the monthly average 

for the first three months of 1971. In addition, April 1971 c'asua1ty 

statistics represent decreases of 64% from the monthly average for the 

last half of 1970 and 84% from the first half of 1970. This gives an 

indication of the progressive nature of the reducti"on in casualties over­

all. However, mines and booby traps have claimed 42% of the total casual­

ties during the ·first four months of 1971 (see section 3-2) as they did 

(without much variation) throughout 1970. 

At present, it is difficult to predict the 'nature and frequency of future 

casualties. Losses could reasonably be expected to virtually terminate 

subsequent to the end of combat operations on 7. May,'but the intensity of 

enemy activity is a variable which, of course, must be considered. If 

he were to increase his activity against 'base areas significantly, it is 

quite possible that significant friendly casualties could occur. 
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CUMULA~'JVE FRIENDLY-1SILLED IN ACTION, CALENDAR YE~969/1970/1271 

Aprj] 1971 saw two Briga.de personnel killed in action, a decrease of three 
f:r:om tbe five Division personnel killed in March 1971, continuing to demon­
strate that the trend of a decreasing number of friend]~ deaths estaclished 
over the past two years rema,im: vali d. Dur.ing 1910, ~J e,vcre,ge of 34 
Marines ,were killed per month, while the' average for ,1969 was 88 per month, 
botb numbcn significantly grep,te:r' t.han the average thus far in 1971 (7.7 
per n1vnt}-.). 

The two Marines killed jn April died as a result of an OV-1D crash resulting 
frora enemy fire compared tv the five Division' t{arincs who were killed in 
Marc'b (including one r.illed by a booby trap ). There were no CUPP Marines 
killed during April (See Tab 3~4). This fa.ct continuea, the trend est.ablished 
over the previous seven months, during which time period not morc than one 
CUFf' member ,was killed in anyone mont}:l. e 
As discussed in Tab 3-2, casualties should}:lunge even furt.her helm.' the 
present low rates (especia.lly considering thc.t all ground combat opcre,tions 
cease on 7 May)~ but allowances must be mAde for the enemy's unpredictability. 
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. CUMULATIVE FRIENDLY WOUNDED IN ACTION CA~ENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

In April 1971, 71 Division/Brigade (25 Division, 46 Brigade) personnel were 
wounded. in action, a decrease of 7 from the 78 who were. wounded in March 
1971. As was the case with KIA's,this casualty rate was a decrease from 
the monthly average for the past 6 months (116) and for the 1970 (302) over­
all, which in turn, was a significant decline from the monthly average for 
1969 (774). Therefore, the downward trend in battle casualties held true 
for the 1st Marine Division ~d continues ~o ~e valid for the 3d Marine 
Amphibious Brigade. 

\ 

Approximately 37% of those 'men wounded rin April 1971 became casualties as jIl 
a result of. surprise firing devi ces (SFD)( See Tab 3-2), while in March 30% ,,:,~~'1 
of those wounded were the result of SFD. There were no CUFP members 
wounded inaction during the month, compared to ~ix the previous month. 

Although casualties (both killed and wounded) depend largely on enemy 
activity and this is not completely predictable, casualties should virtually 
terminate with the ces'sation of combat operations by the 3d Marine Amphibious 
Brigade on 7 May. 
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1ST MARINE'DIVISI '(!!IN) p Cm4ULATIVE USMC/USN W DED IN ACTION, 

CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/191~ 
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MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS 

Mines and booby traps .cOntinue to claim. a significant, although slightly 
decreasing proportion of friendly casualties. During April 1971, the 
Division suffered eight men wounded ~y SFD, while the Brigade suffered 
nineteen such casualties. Although these figures, on the surf'ace; seem :to 
indicate that the Brigade incurred SFDcasualtiesat·a. :tate much higher 
than that of the Division, it must .be said that the Brigade in'cluded 2d 
Combined Action Group,which operated in the most heavily booby~trapped 
sectors of the Brigade AG. This fact almost certainly had a great impact • 
on the number of surprise firing device casualties suffered by the Brigade. 

The Division/Brigade suffered a total of 27 casualties from SFD during 
April from the detonation of 13 such devices (the Division, five, th~ 
Brigade, eight), yielding a casualty per det ori at ion ratio of 2.1 (the 
Division, 1.6, the Brigade, 2.4). The 39 finds (27 for the Division, 12 
for the Brigade) combined with· the 13 detonations produced a find to 
detonation ratio of 3.00:1 (5.40il for the Division, raising the Division's 
annual ratio to 2.80:1, thus exceeding by far 1970's. 1.96:1 and 1969's 
1. 83: 1, and 1. 50: 1 for the Brigade) and thereby raised 'the combined 
Division/Brigade annual ratio to 2.70:1. 

Mine and booby ·trap casualties accounted fo~·36.9% of the 73 casualties' 
suffered by the Division/Brigade during April. This relatively low per­
centage served to further reduce the annual percentage to 40.2%, compared 
to 46.4% for 1970. 

With the standdown of the remaining infantry battalions and the 2d CAG in 
early May (all ground combat operations will cease on 7 May), SFD casual­
ties (and, therefore, the percentage of total casualties) should plunge 
toward zero. The more tangible components of the Division/Brigade's suc­
cessful counter~SFDprogram', such as. the Mine/Booby Trap Contact Team and 
the resident Mine Warfare School, will be transferred to the control of 
the 196th Brigade before combat operations for the Brigade end. However, 
command attention should .still be applied to counter any last minute 
terror actlvities by the enemy. 

30 APR 71 
. CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

\ 

1 \~?-:~ 
~ .... ;..",' 

,; 

.~:tf ~ 1 . , 



, 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
CON FIDEN'l'l AL 

CASUALTIES FROM MINES/BOOBY TRAPS. CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1~nO/1971 

During ApriJ, the Division suffered eight casualties from surprise firing 
devices.and the Brigade suffered 19, the total for April of 27 being the 
second lowest recorded in the past 28 months~ However, the Brigade's 
figure included casualties suffered by 2d Combined Action Group, which has 
been operating in the most heavily booby trapped areas of the Division/ . 
Brigade AO and whose casualties have not been included in Division.totals. 

The slight increase in casualties notwithstanding, April produced the lowest 
number of detonations recorded for any month in the last twenty-eight. . 

• 

April's detonations yielded 2.1 casualties per detonation (the Division A 
recording five detonations and eight casualties for a ratio of 1.6 to 1 ~ 
and the Brigade, ell.ght detonations and 19 casualties for 2.4 to 1), an 
increase from the monthly average of 1.8 to 1 fot the first three months 
of 1971. However, the present yearly average (1.9 to 1) equals that of 
1970. 

The general reduction in activity presently being experienced and the 
cessation of all ground combat operations by the Brigade on 7 May should 
serve to reduce surprise firing device casualties to almost zero, if not 
zero, for May. 
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PERCENTAGE OF MINE/BOOBY TRAP CASUALTIES TO TOTAL CASUALTIES 
CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1270/1911 

The 1st Marine Division suffered eight casualties from mines 'Or booby 
traps from 1 - 14 April, while the 3d Marine Amphibious Brigade suffered 
19 casualties from such devices (Many of the Marines,thus wound~d being 
members of 2d CAG) from 15 - 30 April. The 27 personnel wounded by SFD 
thus represented 36.9% of the casualties suffered by the Division or ~he 
Brigade during April and served ,to further depress the annual percentage 
to 40.2%. This percentage co~es to the 46.4% recorded in 1970. 

Although tqe percentage of casualties caused by surprise firing devices 
varied little from 45% during 1970 and continued at this level during the 
first two months of 1970, both March and April produced percentages below 
40%. Operations during the first week 'in May will be further reduced 
from the relatively low levels of April, since the remaining two infantry 
battalions ,of the 1st Marines and 2d CAG stand down during this period, 
all ground combat operations ceasing on 7 May.. Therefore, casualties 
should be close to zero for May, and casualties from SFD could range from 
zero to 100% of the total.' Therefore, it is difficult, if not impossible 
to predict such a percentage for May. 
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COMPARISON OF MINES/BOOBY TRAPS FOUND TO THOSE DETONATED 
CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

During April 1971, the number of surprise firing devices found and destroyed 
decreased from March's 48 to 39 (Division troops found 27, Brigade troops, 
]2), but the number of such devices detonated with r~sulting casualties 
decreased proportionately from 16 to 13 (five detonated by Division personnel, 
eight by Brigade Marines). Therefore, April's find to detonation ratio 
equalled March's 3.00:1 and served to increase the 1971 annual average to 
2.70:1. The Division's April ratio of 5.40:1 was the highest recorded in 
28 months and produced a 1971 'annual ratio for the Division of 2.80:1, which 
far exceeded 1970's 1.96:1 and 1969's 1.83.1.. 

'I'he continuing improvement above was a result of the successful Division e 
counter-SB'D program, including a week-long Mine Warfare School, a far-
ranging contact team instructing individual Marines on the techniques of 
detection and avoidance of SFD, and the extensive use of mine detection dogs. 
The Brigade continued this program in April, but the contact team will 
terminate operations and the Mine Warfare School will be turned over to 
the control of the 196th Infantry Brigade in .ear1y May, thus marking the 
p.nd of the program. However, combat operations for the Brigade will also 
cease during the first week inMay,and both finds and detonations should 
he close to zero for the month. 
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ENEMY WSSES 

In ApriJ 1971, Division and Brigade Marines killed 71 enemy and captured 
24 of h j s indi vidue.1 weapons. April produced an increase of 87% in enemy 
Kl~ and an jncrease of 26% in individual weapons captured. However, both 
Mercn and Apd 1 represent a signi ficant decrease by comparison to January 
and February and represent absolute lows in their respective categories 
over tne past 28 montns. In addition, April is the first month recorded 
Ednce tne beginning of 1969 during whi ch time no crew-served weapons were 

captured. 

In spite of the steady reduction of Division and Brigade unit activity in 
conjuYJc:tion vith standdown operations, incl\lding tne disestablisnment of 
all Combined Unit Pacification Program Units, enemy losses rose and friendly 
casualties remained virtually identical to those sustained during March. 
Wh:i1e April witnessed slightly more friendly casualtfes· sustained than 
enemy deaths recorded, tne relative loss ratio rose significantly by com­
pad son to M8TCh. Considering present levels of both. friendly and enemy 
activity, the ratio for May is difficult to predict, but all indicators 
in this area should be close to zero, especially since all combat operations 

cease on 7 May. 
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CUMULATIVE ENEMY KILLED IN ACTION,CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

'l'he enemy lost 71 men killed in action during April 1971 (the Division 
killed 49, the Brigade, 22) compared to a total of 38 killed during March, 
an incl'casc of 87%. Over the same period, friendly KIA decreased from five 
to two, a decrease of 60%. In terms of a "Kill Ratio", the figures convert 
to just over 35 enemy to ea,ch friendly KIA fo.r April as compared to 7 to 
one for March. Considering tne reduction in combat units available to· the 
Division and Brigade, the ratio is indeed favorable. 

8ince all ground combat operations for the Brigade will cease on 7 May, 
it is extremely difficult to predict the number of enemy KIA for May, but 
it will probably be in the vicinity of zero. 
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CUMULATIVE ENEMY INDIVIDUAL/CREW~SERVED WEAPONS CAPTURED 
CA~NDARYEARS '1969/1970/1971 . 

Tn April ]971, the enemy lost 24 individual and no crew-served weapons 
compared to the 19 individual 'and 2 crew-served weapons captured in March, 
further reducing the monthly averages to 44 and three" respectively. 

The enemy lost an average of 107 individual and 9 crew-served weapons monthly 
through 1970, compared to monthly averages of 190 and 20 in 1969, representing 
decreases of 44% and 56%, respectively. When these figures are compared to 
the reduction in enemy KIA of 36% (See Tab 3-3a), it is apparent that tbe 
enemy was more successful at conserving crew-served weapons than he was his 
soldiers l lives. This could indicate either the enemy1s inability to equip 
properly his troops or his unwillingness to jeopardize precious weapons. ,A 
Another possible explanation is that a number of the groups of enemy engaged ,., 
in 1970 were resupply parties including a sizeabie percentage of unarmed, 
bearers. 

Like enemy KIA, enemy individual and crew-served weapons captured should fall 
toward 7.ero in May (See Tabs 3-3 and 3-3a). . 
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Tbe ] 5 Apr disestablishment of Combined Unit Pacification Program (CUFP) 

units 1-2-M, 2 •. 2-M, ·3-2-M, and 2-l-M in the Hill 55 area signv.led the 

terltdnetjon of Marine involvement in this highly successful pacificatjon­

od ented combat concept.. .There were nO contacts involving 'CUPP units curing 

April, '\,11U8, there were neither friendly nor enemy c8.sual ties to report for 

the lflonth. 

Since its inception in November 1969, CUPP brought an i'ncreased measure of 

security t.o over 31,000 Vietnamese people,' providing an atmosphere for 

growth of GVN strength in heretofore VC-domina:t.ed regions. COlnposed of . 

Marine infantry squads integrated with Vietnamese Regional and Popular 

Force Platoons, t.here were e.s ,many as 24 CUPFs performing their mission i~ 

·e 

aJike number ofha:mlcts. Initi8.11y assigned to marginally secure or insecure 

halllletf; (rated. C or below Qn the Hamlet Evaluat.ion Systen: scale), t.hese.CUFF 

units formed a. viable screen behind which pacification and rural development. 

flouri shes at. the gra·ss roots of Vietnamese society. The results of this 

commitment to pacification-orjentedcombat operp,tions were substantial; in 18 A 

mont.hs ofoperat.jon, cUPP units killed 402 NVA/VCand took another 230 as ., 

pri soners or as Hoi Chanhs who rallied to the GVN cause. Consequently, while 

ferretjng out the Viet Cong and the Viet Cong Infrast.l'ucture wd providing 

loca) secudty to their hamlets and 1:,he lir:es ('If communications emanating 

t.herefrom, t.he Jo.larjnE.·participation in the Combined Unit Pacificat.ion Progrrur 

not Oldy advanced the mHit.ary proficiency of the CUPP RF' and PF units but 

Q,lf.o stimulat.ed economic and. political growth in the hamlets. The price to 

CUPP over the 18 months w~.s 47 Marin~s kiiled and 254 wounded. 
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'Jlh", downward trend of the employment of supporting arms continued during 
th(~ month of April 19'71. Al'tillery ammunition e:xpenditures decreased by 
rnore than 24% (from 1l,158 rounds in March to. 8,468 rounds in April), Naval 
gUllfjre utili?etion continued the downward trend established over the past 
two years with no ships providing support during April 1971, and the number 
of fixed wing fighter/attack sorties in support of Marine combat unJts con­
tinued to decrease. 

\-.TJ'111e the number of enemy sightings increased (from 384 in March to 437 in 
April) the main contributing factors to the decrease in th~ employment of 
s.upporting arms are the shrinking of the size of the AO and the redeployment 
of combat units during the month. 

'}'he number of fixed wing sorties flown in support of. the Division/Brigade 
cont-inued to fall during April (from 225 in March to 124), while all heli­
copter :indicatoy's fell sharply. All of these numbers should fall toward 
z£;,ro jn Mayas more units are redeployed and the U. S. Army and ARVN assume 
respons:ibD:ity for more and more of the DiviSion/Brigade AO and functions. 
AJI ground combat operations <;:easeon7 May. 
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An~~~~MPLOY~NT, C~LEN~~_ YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

Expendjture of artillery rounds during April ,1971 continued to fall, with 
only 8,468 rounds being expended during the month as compared with the 
previous low of 11,158 rounds 'in March 1971. Just over 4,600 of these 
rounds were expended before the Division departed, whi:te some 3,800 wer,e 
fired under Brigade controi. 

F~en though the number of enemy sighted increased only slightly (from 384 
in March to 1137) and the average number of artillery tubes (28) available 
during the month reached a twenty-eight month low, the shrinking of the 
Djvjsion/Brigade AO and t.he redeployment of combat units are considered to 
be the main contributing factors to the reduction. 

It i 8 expected that arU 11 cry expendHures shoul d fa] 1 to z,ero on 7 May 
when the last arU 1] cry battery is scheduled to stand down. 
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1ST MAlINE ·DIVISiW· (R!IN>U ARTILLERY .A1>1MUNITION E.~NDED AND ARTILLERY 

PIECES AVAI LABLE VS ENEMY SIGHTED p CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971· 
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NAVAL GUNFIRE AMMUNITION EXPENDEDVS SHIP-DAYS ON STATION, 
CAl,ENDARYEARS ·1969/1970/1971 . ; 

,['here was not a naval gunfire ship employed in support of the combat units 
during April 197L The nature of current operations and the shrinking of 
the AO precludes the use of Naval Gunfire. Further, it is anticipated'that 
Marine comQat units will not require naval gunfire support before the 
termination of the Brigade's ground combat role on 7 May. 
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1ST HAllIN! '!>IVISI '<PIN). NAVAL GUNFIRE SHIP-DAyTON STATION VERSUS' 

ROUNDS EXPENDED CALENDAR YEARS 1969 1970 
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FIXED WING.rIGH~'ER/~~~ACK SORTIES, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

During April 1971, 124 fhed wing sorties were flown in support of the 1st 
Marine Division/3d Marine Amphibious Brigade, a decrease of 101 (minus 45%) 
from the 225 fJown in March, strongly supporting the gradual downward trend 
in such support established in 1970. Fighter/attack sorties in support of 
the Divisjon/Brlgade have decreased by more than 70% since November 1970, 
a direct result of decreased in-country activity because of out-of-country 
activity and the departure of VMFA-l15 and VMA(AW)-225. . 

The precipitous decline in sorties flown during September and October 1969 
(apparent on the graph opposite) was due largely to the withdrawal from ~ . 
Vietnam ofVWA-334 and VMA(AW)-553 and to adverse flying weather. However, ., 
a sizable portion of the reduction can be traced to the departure of the 
3d Marine Division, the support for which was combined with that for Jst 
Marine Division a.nd contributed to the very high totals for June, July and 
August 19'70. 'llhe gradual trend downward began soon thereafter and should 
continue in the futUre as more units stand down. In particular, all Brigade 
ground combat operati ons termi nate on 7 May and May totals will reflect 
only that fixed wing support rrovided during the first week of the month. 
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HELICOPTER SUPPORT 

Al->ril I9n recorded across-the~board decreases in helicopter support 
provided the Division/Brigade from the totals for March. During the month, 
2,598 hours were flown (a decrease of almost 27%) ,during which time 9,902 ' 
passengers were carri ed 811d 603 tons of cargo hauled. Thus, both passengers 
and cargo decHned by more than 50% from March's totals of 21,852 passengers 
and 1,301 tons of cargo. 

)\]though the helicopter support data for 1969 combined the figures for both 
]st and 3d Marine Divisions, 1970 data reflected only 1st Marine Division 
support and provided an accurate portrayal of Division activity, avaiJable 
a.:i r support assets and direct weather effects. For the past 15 months, the 
lljyision has received 70% of tbe helicopter flight time flown by 1st MAW, 
w:ith the remaining 30% going to other units in MR-l, jncluding 2d ROKMC 
Brigade, III MAF ,XXI V Corps aild I Corps. 

Hc1icopter support during May, just as with other indicators in this note­
book, should decline toward zero as the remaining units in the Brigade 
stand down (See Tab 3- 5c ). 
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!!£:TJICOPTER FLIGHT TIME, CALENDAR, YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

In April 1971, helicopter flight time in support of the Division/Brigade 
declined almost 27% from March's 3,552 hours to 2,598, a drop of over 
950 hours. 'l'his decrease was occasioned by thestanddown of another 
infantry battalion and a general decrease in activity of the units re­
;rnainjng operational in the Brigade. 

The peak months for Division activity, favorable flying weather and maximum 
asset availal)ility were May, June ,and Julyl970 (although a glance at the 
graph opposite reveals higher monthly totals in 1969, these totals included 
support provided 3d Marine Division). A patte'rn of diminishing flight time 
began in August 1970 with the departure of HMM-161 (21 CH-46D flying an 
average of 800 hours per month) and the' establishment of the 1st MAW policy ~ 
of limiting flight hours to reduce and realign helicopter use in consonance • 
with CNO guidelines. ,The full impact of this policy was felt in September, 
in addition to the impact of the standdown of the 7th Marines and elements 
of the 11th Me,rines. However, reduced air support requirements brought on 
by thE' depf.rture of the ground units above and six days of unflyable weather 
reduced flight thle to a level at which 1st MAW utilization policy was no 
longer sjgnH'j,c~U1t. 

As unH S cOJlt;i,l1u(' to stand do .. n, the nUltlber of fli ght hours should continue 
to decrease. 'J'hus, May 1971 should exhibit '8llOthe:t' significant deqrease in 
he1ieopter fJ ight time (See Tabs 3-5c fl.ud 3-6). 
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!!!?!~ER PASSENGER TOTALS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

The num'ber of heli copter passengers carried during April 1971 fell by over 
50% to 9,902, a drop of almost 12,000 from the 21,852 carried in March. 
This drop may be directly attributed to the redeployment activity discussed 
in Tabs 3-6 and 3-6a. 

Passenger totals are indicative of a level of activity, but do not address 
the specific reason for movement. In addition, helicopter after actiotl 
reporting duplicates passenger counts on subsequent sorties. Therefore, 
analysis of the data contained h~rein can yield only the observation that 
May, June and July 1970 were exceptionally active montns for the Division ~ 
sup}.,orted by maximum helicopter-flighttime (See Tab 3-6a). 'l'he subsequent 
precipitous drop and levelling-off were directly related to reduced activity, 
assets and operating weather. 

Redeployment and realignment of forces continues and wi1] continue through 
May ] 9'(] • 'l'herefore, the mmlb('r of passengers carri ed in May should be 
weJl belo" t.he April total and will be well under 10,000 passengers. 
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1ST MARINE'DIVIS '(!!IN)o HELICOPTER PASSENGERS~ALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1911 
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HEI~ICOPTER CAR,GO'I'OTALS, CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

The helicopter cargo total for April 1971 was "603 tons hauled, representing' 
a decrease in three months (from Jar1uary 1971) of over 1,600 tpns. This 
significant decrease was occasioned by the standdown (and, in most cases, 
the departure) of four jnfantry battalions and approximately two battalions 
of artillery; as well as the departure of HMM-364. 

Although monthly cargo totals may be remotely related to flight time, a 
'more valid relationship exists between tonnage and the level of ground 
activity of Pivision units., Artillery resu:r>ply contributes greatly to the 
overall total and any decreases, in cargo tonnage are, in large measure, 

,e 
, '. 

due to the redeployment of" artillery batteries and changes in targetting .. 
policy (See Tabs 3-5a and 3-5b). ., 

As with the other helicopter support indicators, cargo tonnage should 
decrease to very low levels"iuMay with the standdown of the remaining 
Brigade combat units d-q.ring the first week in May. 
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Although the 1st Marine Division was fully prepared. to accomplish its 
mission in combat on 14 April as, evidenced by the logistics figures con­
tained herein, it should be.noted that other than. units remaInIng as 
eJcments of,3dMAB, Division units still in country had stood down and 
were preparing to redeploy. 

The 3d MAB is also fully prepared to accomplish its present mission in 
combat and the status of operational readiness for combat essential items ' 
refJected in the unit FORSTAT rating is excellent. All subordinate units 
are in a C-l Or C-2 status with the exception of H&MS-ll and HMH-463 which 
8,re C-·3in equipment readiness (HMH-463 is 9-4 in equipment and supplies 
on hand). How~ver, these units are· fully capable of performing their 
assigned mission (See Tab 4-1). The overall percentage of the Division 
combat e'ssentisJ items of equipment maintained operationally ready re­
mained at 96% on 14 April while that of 3d MAB stands at 89% at the end 
of the month. All commodity areas used to determine overall readiness 
are well above Marine Corps standards with the exception of the Engineer 
area. 'I'hj s commodity area is degraded. primarily by the new 600/700 series 
generators, many of which are ina NORSstatus. The Department of Defense 
program to transfer selected :items to the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces 
w'as contj nued throughout Increment VI and a. total of 283 i terns were offered 
and accepted during April. The totals for Increment VI were 874 items 
offered with a dollar value of $950,763.97. One hundred percent of the 
items offered were accepted by the RVNAF. 

Embarkation for Division and 3d MAB Increment V: was completed on schedule 
and without .difficu1ty. Major Division units redeploying during April 
were 1st Battalion, 5th Marines; 11th Motor Transport Battalion; Headquarters 
Battalion (-). and 1st Medica] Battalion (-). 

The prevalence of malaria rose slightly in April 1971, with 36 cases being 
recorded fer a case rate of 3.5/1000 men. 'l'be venereal disease case rate 
rose asain~ flom March's rate of 13.7/1000 men to ]5.2/1000 men. 
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UNIT' F'ORSTAT RATING -,---"",-,,- . . 

'JIbe F'ORS'l'AT rating for the. Division reinained 8.t C-l (fully combat ree.dy)' 
in both equipment/suppJjes on he.nd end equipment readiness until its departure 
on'14 April 1971. 'l'he 1st Batta.lion,5th Harinc8 wus c-4 'in both categories 
'due to ~'/E deficiencies resulting from a 'turn over cf much of the battalion t s 
combEd, essential equipment to the RVNAF under project 805 ana to 3d FSR to 
fill mount out/mount out augmentation requirements •. 

'Jlhe Brigsde FORSTA'l' ratjng as of 30 April 1971 wno C-l (fully combat ready) 
in both equipment/supplies on hand and equiprnent readiness. H&MS-ll is C-3 
in equipment readiness. The 3quadron ha.s 12 items of equipment out of 
country fm' repairs. As they he.ve excess equipment in the deadlined items, 
their ability to perforIll .. their (J.ssigned mission is unaffected.. !il'.H-JI63 is 
C-3 1n equipment readiness and c-L jn eClliiprr.ent/suppHes on hand. They are 

'aut.horized (lnly six reports.ble items and possess fOUl' of these iten:s , ... ith no 
dea.cllines reported.. 'I'his does not affect their ability to perform their 
assigned lllfss:i on. . 
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!,~'l~~~Rr.~.~~}~ly_g;~.9E_J-') (REIN), UNIT FORSTAT RATINGS 

--.. ~-...... "_. ,,,-.. ' ." ..... '--------..,. .... ~.-.-.. -"'''-
(As of 14 April 1971) 
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HQ CO X X 
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COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT 

The operationally ready status of all combat essential equipment in the 
3d MAR stands at 89%. On 14 April the operationally ready status on the 
Division was 96%. 

Condition coding of equipment by limited technical inspection teams con­
tinues in the Brigade. The purpose of these inspections is to identify 
equipment that will not meet established rE)deployment criteria. With 
minor (,xceptions, Ordnance ,Engineer and Communication-Electronics equip ... 
ment has been satisf'actory for retrograde •. The Motor Transport commodity 
area has had a significant quanti~y of equipment coded out as it was 
obsoJete or unrepariable!uneconomically repairable. However, it :is con­
sjd~red that approximately 98% ·of motor transport items not meeting 
r€!trograde criteria have been identified and coded out. 

Section M f:quipmcnt has not been included in the overall readiness pos­
ture of the MA.R nor has a chart been developed due to the small number 
of it.ems invohcd (?08), alctCk of history file and the uniquE' status of 
the equ:ipll'lnt. Ho\<rever, t.he operational readiness status of Section M 
equjpmcnt. at the end of Apri] was 71%.. The degraded status is caused in 
1s.rge :rilea~'·'J.rE' by the lone lead time :involveD jn repair of deadlined eqtd.p·· 
ment, the :ro~.jo~i ty of whi ch must be evacuatf'd frorfL country for maintenance 
suppo?'i .• 
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COMBAT .ESSENTIAL !~Q!-JIPMEN'l' (COMMUNICATION-ELECTRONICS) 

At the end of April 1971, the operationallyteady status of 3d MAB Com­
munication-Electronics equipment was 91%, compared to a 98% figure for 
the 1st Marine Division on 14 April 1971. There are no problem items 
vithin this 'commodity area. 
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COMB~T ESSENTIAL'EQUIPMENT (MOTOR TRANSPORT) 

At. the end of April 1971, the operationally ready status of 3d MAE Motor 
Transport was 94%, while on 14 April the opera~ional1y ready status of _ 
the 1st Marine Division was 95%. There are no problem areas within this 
conunodi ty area. 
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S}!CRF.]' 

,QOMBNI' 'ESSENTIAL' EQUIPMENT " (ORDNANCE) 

At the end of April 1971, the operationally ready status of 3d MAE Ord­
nance equipment was 99%, orie percent higher than the 98% recorded by the 
1st Marine Division on 14 April. There are no problem items within this 
conunodity area. 
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. COMBAT ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT (ENGINEER) 

The operational readiness status of 3d MA~ Engineer equipment at the end of 
Apri11971 was· 78% while that of the 1st Marine Division was 88% on 14 
April. As of the end of the month, thirty-two Engineer items are In­
Transit with eleveI'). of these being repaired at Philco Ford. There are 
forty-eight items in a NORS status. The majority of these items are gen­
erators awaiting second echelon parts. The new 600/700 series generators 
account for the majority of the equipment in a ]ORS status. 
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Prc'Jcct 805 is a DOD-initiated program which transfers major items of _ 
equipment to the HV'Ni\}l' in furtherance of the Vietn8lllization effort. ., 
Dud ng Increment IV (17 'Aug - 9 Oct 1970), a total of 2,980 items were 
offe~€d, of whjch 2,789 items with a total value of $1,232,980 were accepted 
vH.h an overall acceptance rate of 93.8%. During Increment VI, which began 
in }'cbruary andternJinated30 April, the Division offered 874 items under ' 
tlw program. 100% of the ,items bfferedwere accepted by the Vietnamese 
with a total value of $950,763.97. The chart on the opposite page ,and 
the HemS/figures below reflect the detailed breakdown of the turnover as 
of the end of ' Increment' VI (30 Apr 71). Turnover accomplished during the 
period 15 ... 23 April 1971 involved only:1st Marine Division units and 
consequently represented the' entire 3d MAE effort. 

'NOMENCI.ATUHF~ 
--.-~---' 

PWR sur PP-2953 
TE:L 'l'A-312 
1)1 GIrl' MARKER DISTRESS 
CASE BC-5 
AN'l'BNNA RC-292 
HEEL UNIT RL-31 
CABI,Ji: '1'EL WD-l/'I''l' 
CABLE 'l'El, ON RL-159 
RADIO AN/GRC-125 
RADIO AN/PRC-25 
TRLR Ml 0 5Al ' 
TRK Ml51A1 
HOW 105MM 
TRLR CGO M416 
RK'l'LAUNCHF;I-; 3.5 
GE.'N S] G AN ju'st/;..114A 
PA SE'l' AN/PIG-5 
TF;ST SF:'1' ELEC'j' ~,'UBE 

MOUNT MG M-·122 
'l'ES'I' BE,}' Brl'lS 
TERMTNJlI, llCI1RD 
106MH'RH 
'l'YPEm(tTER AN/C-GC-3 
TRK AlvTBUL !-f718 

, 'QTYOFF "'QTY ACC VALUE 

6 6 3,060.00 
91 91 17 ,674. 00 

100 1001,100.00 
24 24 274.56 
57 57 15,048.00 
7 7 686.00 

17 17 1,048.00 
2"( 27 1,.674.00 
23 23 24,.932.00 

280 280 243,040.00 
'2 2 1,816.00 
39 39 122,343.00 
18 18 273,600.00 

1 1 349.00 
30 30 3,030.00 
2 2 1,664.00 

15 15 ],875.00 
6 6 966.00 

73 73 4,987.36 
6 6 192.00 

11 )1 215.60 
6 6 21,000.00 
1 1 ] ,730.00 
2 2 8.2]0.00 

TOOr. J([rf C'ARPEN J. 1 235.00 
'I'RK Dl.jMP If.51 4 4 60 ~ 580. 00 
TRK r['~iAU '-1123 2 2 62, 54? • 00 
SHEK?SFOOT ROLLER 1 1 2,600.00 
'1'RK WPRC}~R 5~' 2 2 43,788. 00 
'1'OOJ, KI'l' COM NO 1 6 6 8,430,00 
GEN SJG AN/URM-·48 1 1 2 ~3iO. 00 
GEN 8IG AN/URl~-127 1 1 232.00 
MOUN'l' TRIPOD M3 2 2, 886.00 
'1'Rr;r, ~IA"~ER M-149 3 3 , 5,886~00 
TRK M52i~1 1 1 n, 364.00 
TEL TA-J Ip'l' , .. 55 16"( .4~ 

" "], .... "'1' ", 8oo~oo PA SJ!~fJ' M) ITIQ~2 ' 
Twit, ,.- -- ------·--.. ---.~-874--·-'74-·'··~~r50,%3:9't·~ 
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J S'J!. &IY"]~J2!YISION INTERSER CE 

,mQ,REKElfl'S V 

CmWLATlVE NUMBER OF ITEMS TRANsFERREni 1970 
CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE OF ACCEPTANCE: 1970 -----

1971 - - - - ~ 
1971 - - - --
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W',!§ . OFFEID ACCEP'l'ED CUM OFF CUM ACC CUM % ACC 

1'1~27 Aug 70 120} 1180 1203 ',80 98.1 
3-15 Sep 70 657 563 1860, 1743 93.9 

25-26 Sep 70 303 256 2163 2019 93.4 
1- 9 Oot 70 817 779 2980 2798 93.6 

21-28 Feb 71 .243 243 243 243 100.0 
3-15 Ma.r 71 254 254 497 497 100.0 

16-25 Mar 71 94 94 , 591 591· 100.0 
7-14 Apr 71 101 101 692 692 100.0 

15-23 Apr 71 182 182 874 674 100.0 
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INTERSERVICE TRANSFER OF MATERIAL TO RVNAF 

The chart on the opposite page reflects the current status of the turnover 
of major end items to the RVNAF, a Department of Defense initiated program. 
Portrayed is the high acceptance rate of equipment offered by Division units, 
a rate directly attributable to the efforts of the invoicing units to repair 
on the spot equipment initially questioned as to serviceability by RVNAF 
inspectors. As indicated below, a total of 2,980 items of Communications­
Electronics, Ordnance and Motor Transport items were offe~ during the period 
17 August through 9 October, of which 2,798 items with a total value of $1,232, 
805.00 were accepted, an acceptance rate of 93.8%. The program is now inactive 
un.11 the next phase of redeployment. 

ITEM QUANTIIY OFFERED gUANTITYACCEPTED .~ 

RADIO SET PRC 25 
~i:' 

312 $270816._ 
MINE DETECTORS 65 46865.00 
GRENADE LAUNCHER M79 1 e 114 28728.00 
MACHINE GUN MOUNT Ml22 112 111 7548.00 
MACHINE GUN M-60 79 73 46428.00 
RIFLE, M-16 1563 1501 204136.00 
PISTOL, CAL 45 551 496 28272.00 
SEMI TRLR 25T 3 0 
TRUCK M54 1 1 11878.00 
TRUCK~ DUMP, M51 10 8 121160.00 
AMBULANCE, M718 . 4 3 12315.00 
TRUCK, M37B1 12 5 23165.00 
RADIO SET GRC 125 48 40 43360.00 
PUBLIC ADDRESS SET PIQ-5 10 10 1250.00 
WATER TRLR, Ml49 4 0 
TRUCK, Ml51 7 6 18822.00 
TRLR, Ml05 3 1 905.00 
NIGHT~YISION SIGHT, AN/PVS-2 30 30 90000.00 
HOWITZER, 105MM 18 18 213600.00 
TELE-TYPE SET AN/GGC-3 1 1 1730.00 
MACH lRJN, CAL 50 3 3 1827.00 

TOTALS 2980 2798 '$1,232,805.00 
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PREVENTIVE'MEDICINE 

DCSld.te the increase in the number of cases of falciparUm malaria during 
Aplil 1971, the prevalence of malaria rema.ined low •. There were 36 cases 
c1ul'ing the month for a case rate of 3.5 cases per 1,000 personnel, of 
which the Division recorded nine cases for an adjusted monthly' rate of . 
2.9 cases per thousand and the Brigade had 27 cases for an adjusted rate 
of 3.6 cases per thousand. There was another increase in morbidity.from 
venereal disease during April, with the majority of the cases occurring 
jn the Da Nang area. One hundred fifty~seven cases were recorded during 
the month for a case rate of 15.2 per thousand (an increase from March's 
13.7). Of thi.s total, forty-siX cases were recorded by the.Division for 
ar~ adjusted rate of 15.0 cases per thousand, whUe the Brigade had III 
cases for an adjusted rate of 14.8 cases per thousand. 

Rabies prophylaxis ·for April accounted for the loss of 72 man-days of 
combat effectiveness, compared·to 208 man-days lost in March. Loss of 
combat effectiveness from amebiasis, shinge110sis, hepatitis and the 
gastro-·jntestinal diseases is still low but nevertheless significant. 
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MAIARIAPREVALENCEi 'CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

April 1971 recorded 36 cases'of malaria for a case rate of 3.5 cases per 

,thousand personnel. Of these cases, nine were Division personnel for an 

adjusted case rate of 2.9 'per thousand and 27 were Brigade personnel for 

an adjusted rate of 3.6 per thousand., The primary reasons for the con­

tinuing low rate of malaria incidence were the normal seasonal low for 

this disease and the fact that Division/Brigade personnel were no longer 

operating in areas in which malaria is a major problem. 
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1ST KARINE 'DIVIS.' (¥IN)g OUMULATIVE MALARIA INO.NCE g CALENDAR YEARS 

1969b 970b 971 

CUMULATIVE lNCIDENCE 1969 1970 1971 =-~ 
(3D 1';ARINJ!: AHPHIB10US BRIGADE FIGUR}c;S = MONTHS IN pARJ.;Wl'JU<;SES) 

3~~~~~~~~~APrR~~MA~Y~~J~~~~~~~A~U~G~~SE~P~~0~C~~~~~~ 

JAN FEB MAR APR l{AY JUN JUt AUG . SIP OCT NOV DEC 
'1'1969 

CASES 2A7 12'1 160 91 85 ' 152 J41 232 &79 396 437 159 
IRATE/10~ 9.8 4 0 8 6 0 2 3-,>6 ~.4 6 0 1 507 905 2104 '1400 n07 500 

1970 
CASES M M 22] 377 221 224 158 259 34b 250 84 b1 
RATE/100 207 2.9 806 1509 906 909 701 1203 1802 16 08 604 501 

1971 1AER J (MAY) lJUN) IlJUL) lAUG) lSEP J OCT) IlNOV) 
CASES 32 25 2~ 9 2 , 

~ /1()() 2 ,4 2 0 2,4 2.7 3. , 

TOTAl 

20900 
901 

2 p 381 
_9..2 
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Y~~~.~Y,Al:~...!SEASE PREVALENCE,CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

'l'he number of venereal infections in April 1971 increased noticeably from 
the nwnber recorded in March (157 versus 134), as did the case rate (15.2 
cases per thousand personnel versus 13.7 per thousand). Of the cases, 
Division personnel contracted 46 cases fora rate of 15.0/1,000, while 
Brigade personnel contracted 111 cases for a.rate of 14.8/1,000. However, 
as was the case in March, certain unitsdep~rted Vietnam without sub­
mitting feeder reports, so both the incidence of such disease and the 
rate could reasonably be expected to be higher than reported. Division 
units which did not report were 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Battalion, 
1st Marines (which spent a portion of the month as a component of the 
Brigade), and 11th Motor Transport Battalion. 
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1ST MARINE D·IVISION· (-) . (REIN) AND 3D MAE CURRENT AND PROJECTED 

.. EMBARKATION ·PROGRESSiINCREMENT ·VI 

Erc,ba:rkation of all Increment VI personnel and cargo was successfully COIl)­

plct.ed du:dr-g April for all Division and 3d MAB units. The only signifi­

cant Change in the embarkation plan involved the early retrograde of 

excess engineer equipment belonging to Company A, 1st Engineer Battalion 

and Company A, 7tht'ngineer Battalion. This equipment was originally 

scheduled for retrograde during·late June a~ a portion of Increment VII. 

Redistributi on of Di vi sion assets to satisfy ·other WestPac needs (inch\~ 

ding mountout and mount out augmentation requirements) and interservice 

transfer of material to RVNAF,. coupled with coding out of obsolete and 

uxlservj ceal:>lc/uneconomically repairable equipment reduced shipping 

requirements from those previously planned. How.ever ,cargo from FLC 

available for retrograde was used to offset these reductions and to insure 

that sMps .f;r,joarking MAB units were fully loaded. 

In addition to Division cargo loaded during April and reflected on the 

chl;l;rc, Ot:~l~) 3cl MAB units also embarked a total of 78,135 square feet of 

vehichs find 564,578 cubic feet of cargo.· 
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• L-'IT_.~19NE_,Pl1.ISION.I CURRENT AND PROJECTEDEMBARKA;TION PROGRESS 
INCREMENT VI 

POT OF CUBIC FEET: PLANNED 
l'CT OF SQUARE FEET: - PUNNED 

- - - - - - COMPLETED = = = = = = 'COMPLETED 
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DATE CUFT CUM cun 
., HaX' 0 0 
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22 Mar 34,848 49,845 
29 Mar 24,798 74,643 
31 Mar 6,596 81,239 
16 Apr 16,542 97-,781 
25 Apr 41,155' 138,936 

:3 Mar 0 0 
13 Mar 8,907 ' 8,907 ' 
25 Mar 10,325 19,232 
31 Mar 12,167 31,399 
15 Apr 18,635 50,034 
23 Apr 60,949 110,983 

_ .... ----.,.-
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. " G.,;. 5 ' OVF;RVIEW 

Durin:'; April 191J, there were significant changes in the area of civic 

aet.jon due to the departure of the 1st Marine Division and the activation 

of the 3d Marille AT:lohibious Brigade. Aithoug" ... ".:. ",:,e strength of the 

combined Division/Hr:igade was only slightly gl't:!~lJt": lnApril t.han the 

8v€:rage strength of the Division alone in March (approximately 11,400 

versuf, 9,800), the cost of civic action soared from $VN310,000 in March 

to $VN 1,190,000 in April, and the nwnber of Vietnamese patients treated 

u'rlder th(; MEDeAP !I)}<~N'l'CAP . programs almost tripled frc;>m 3,608 in March to 

'9,92). On the other hand, the nwnber of man-days of U. S. labor contribut'ed 

to civic action -projects fell from 387 to 190, while the percentage of Viet­

n!3Jnes(' l a.bor on such proj ects remained at 90.0%. ' 

A compurison of the monthly averages thus far in 1971, with those of the 

previous tvo years also produces mixed results. This year's average cost 

of civic action per month (loll million $vN) i,s greater than 1969's monthly 

average (0.99 ntillion $VN), but less than 1970's (1.35 million $VN). The 

average pc)'centE<.ge of Vietnamese participation thus far ih 1971 exceeds 

the monthly averages for both 1969 and 1970 (90.6% in 1971 versus 74.2% 

in 1969 and 8G.7% in 1970), while the nwnber of Vietnamese patients treated 

and the number of man-days ofU. S. labor .on civic action projects are well 

be10vT averages for the previous two years. .An average of only 7,386 patients 

has been treated per month 'in 1971 compared to 10,813 per month in 1969' and 

10,q5q in 1970, while 1971's average of 507 man-days per month is less than 

half 1969's average of 1,194 and approximately a third 1970's 1508. 

The character of civic action underwent a significant and continuous change 

throughout 1970. In 1969 and the first few months of 1970, III Marine 

Amph:ibjoU8 F'orce was the senior U. S. Headquarters in Military Region 1, 

and there was a significant U. S. Navy presence. From December 1969 to 

March 19'70, tbe 26th Marines, with a typical support p::',ckage, was attached 

to HIe :I~;t t.lf.,.liTLe Divisjon~ vhile, in 1969, the Division had u Psyop!Civic 

Actj on All: F'und allocation of' $VN 500 ,000 per month. All of these factors 

were :i.r':p0'·~~ar.t to the Division civic action program, and now significantly 

affec'L' th(: Br:',gade program for the simple :reason that none of them now 

exis1,. 

III f-ll'tF', /lS the senior U. S. headque.rters in'MH-l, was thi::.recjpient of 

cons~der(1,ble support through the U. S. M~rine Co:v:ps Reser'l€ Chic ActiOlJ 

F'und. '}\lis support included funds and materials, with the Division sharing 

in the funds primarily 1y participating· in the' G!;nE,cal Walt Scho1fJ.rship 

Program, but also receiving a pl'QPortiol1ate sha)'8' of the civic actic·n 

me:t{,rJ ais donated thl~ough tlLis same pl·ogram. In view of thf cOlltinual)y 

decrea.~dng support received, III ttJAF terminated the General Walt Scholarship 

program on 30 May 19'(0, alld materials have been available in ever smaller, 

qUl:mtities. 

As l.,he :;;Cl'vlce manager f()r Iroject Handclasps t:,€ U.5. Ih'-;y's,sl:;ureo a con­

sic(ra<',)(.' 8ll1ount of Handclasp mater:i a]s to U. S. m:tl:itel'Y for~es in MiHta ... y 

Rcgjol1 J by its ve;y presence jn De, Nang. )n 8.0d.tion, .. i..lti;: Divisior, IJa.d 81\ 
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a:rnmr:cment with the Na;val Support Activity wherein materials for civic 

Rction projects Gould be purchased with Civic Action ArK funds at about 

one-third the Vi etllamese open m~rket price. 

r;:;:::::n~~~;a~ft.:;e~r~XXl V Corps became the senior U. S. Headquarters 'in MR-l, 
e events which contributed directly to a substantial cur-

) Marine civic action program,. At that time, there was con­

ning for· the reduction of Marine forces in the Republic of 

----n,~~~~~;]gade sjze. This information, upon receipt in the United 

States, led theU. S, Navy to curtail the shipment of Project HandClasp 

supplies to the Marhle forces in MR-l, thus depriving Marine units of 

many supplies which could have been used i:t:l furtherance of civic action 

progrruns, 'fhe pipeline of Proj ect Handclasp supplies was not reopened 

until late 1970. Additionally, the Vietnamese Government approached, 

requestlng changes in the end use of the civic action project known as the 

3d Marine Division Memorial Children's Hospital Fund. Since SUbstantial 

work had to be clone on this project, a determination was made to reserve 

money accruing to the III MAF from funds then available to be used pri­

marny to C"omplete this one large civic action project. The third factor 

was the decision of U. S •. and· GVN officials to emphasize VietnamilZation 

and the procedures resulting therefrom, whi~h inhibited the unilateral 

performance of civic action by Marine units •. The new procedures required 

specific approval of proposed civic action projects be obtained through 

official GvN channels and concurrence be acquired from the Civil Operations 

for Rural Development Support (CORDS) agency and. XXIV organizations before 

a project was initiated. In 1970, the Psyop/Civic Action AIK funds were 

halved each quarter beginning on 1 January (but the 1st Marine Division 

received the III MAF account on 1 April) with the result that the total 

monthly allocation of funds dropped from $VN500,OOO in 1969 to $VN 

210,000 subsequent to 1 July 1970. The monthly allocation remains at $VN 

210,000 today, but such funds will be terminated in early May. 

However, by measurable comparison, the total 1970 Marine civic action 

effort showed an increase over that of 1969. This increase resulted from 

the use :in civic action projects of an excess in expendable non-combe.t­

essential construction matEirials'created by.the evacuation of cantonments 

in connection with phased troop withdrawals,' and by a significant engineer 

effort on VietnaJrleseresettlement projects. 

Until the Brigade finally redeploys, civ~c actions programs will be main- , 

tained by meterials declared in excess of operational needs and, in keeping 

with the poHcy of Vietnamization, will decline in scope and shift increa­

singly fro~ material assistance to technical assistance until, inevitably, 

such programs cease to exist. 
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QQ.S'I' OF CIVIC ACTION; CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

April 1971 saw the cost of civic action undertaken by the Division/Brigade 

increase almost four-fold from the Division's $VN 310,000 in March to 

$1,190,000, in the process raising the average monthly cost from $VN 1.08 

mD 1j on at the end of March to $VN 1.11 mi 11i on at the end of April. 1st 

Marine Division/3d Marine Amphibious Brigade projects are supported by the 

use of expendable non-combat-essential supplies, salvage, the expenditure 

of monies from the US/FWMAF Civic Action Fund, and voluntary contributions. 

During April, the three larg~stexpenditure areas were: social welfare" 

$VN 416,450; education, $VN 348,850; and transportation, $VN 343,750. 

Salvage, is now, and will be until the 'Brigade redeploys, the single signi­

ficant source of civic action materials. Excess expendable supplies have 

been exhausted until such time as more may be declared excess. Troop 

reductions have created excess cantonments andlcir buildings which have been 

salvaged for civic action purposes. 

As this remaining source of civic action materials is exhausted, the 3d 

MAB Civic Action Program yill decrease in scope to one of technical assis­

tance only, a not undesirable trend. It is in keeping with Vietnamization, 

wherein materials and funds are made available through GVN channels rather 

than U. S. military channels. 
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• 
l'ERC}I;N'r OF VIEl'NAME.'SE 'PAB'l'ICIPA'l'ION (LABOR), I~ 'DIVISION/BRIGADE qVIC 
_._- .. _- 'ACTI~·PROJECTS.CALENDAR 'YEARS 1969!1970!l971 

V~,etnamese provided, 90. 0% of the labor for DiVision/Brigade civic action 
projects dudng April 19'71, thereby reducing the monthly average· thus far. 
in 1971 to 90.6%, compared to an average of 86.7% in 1970 and 74.2% in 
1969. Because there were fewer projects during April, Divi~ion/Brigade 
personnel provided only 190 man-days of labor for such projects. 

'J'here is no goal Or norm as such efltablished for Vietnamese participation 
in Brigade civic action projects. However, a high degree of participation 
is desired, not (Inly because it gives :the Vietnamese individually and 
collectively ffi1 investment in their own development, but more importantly 
hecause it involves an identification with the Vietnamese goverriment. All 
3d 1MB civic action projects are coordinated with and approved by the GVN 
at least up to and including J>rovince level, and the projects are primarily 
attributed to the GVN. 3d MAE participation is limited to material, trans­
portation, engineering and technical ass.istance not available through GVN 
channels. 

The present high percentage of Vietnamese participation in 3d MAB C1V1C 
actions projects represents a desirable norm 'which this command will endea­
vor to maintain until the Brigade deactivates. Emphasis in the Brigade 
cj.vic action program is being given to the completion of existing projects 
and the orderly turnover of areas to other units and organizations. Except 
for thc Child Care Center project in Quang Tri Province and minimal dis­
tribution of excess materials, 3d MAB units have completed all civic action 
projects and are preparing turnover 'reports to ,be provided relieving units. 
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V:~!.!LNAME:SE TREATED BY MEDCAP /DENTCAP 2 CALENDAR YEARS 1969/1970/1971 

Durjng April, 9,925 Vietnarrl.ese patients were treated, an increase of over 
6~ooo from March. The average number of p~tients treated per month in 
J971 is therefore just over 7 ,300, compared to over 10,000 per month in 
each of 1969 and 1970. . 

In 1970, several organizations, the most significant being the 7th Marines 
and the 26th Marines, were redeployed from Vietnam. This represented a 
loss of MedCap/DentCap capability of approximately 25%, both in the number 
of medical teams and medical supplies availabTe. Since February 1971,· addi­
tional Division/Brigade units 'have stood down (including many that have 
departed), representing a loss of approximately 80% of the capability 
available in ly69 and early 1970. 

In 1969 and early 1970, the primary source of medical supplies was Project 
Handc] asp. A changed public attitude and the reduction of the U. S. Navy 
presence in MR-l has resulted in the sharply reduced availability and 
dependability of procurement of Handclasp supplies. As a result, MedCaps 
and DentCap~ are programmed for and directed to use expendable military 
medical/dental supplies primarily. 

Brigade MedCaps and DentCaps will terminate in May, as no more units wi 11 
be in a position to engage in. these worthwhile civic action endeavors. 
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l.~T MAlqNE.!.l.YI~~~H .. ~ j:"VIETN~SE TREATED B~DCAP/DENTCAP' 
_____ ---_______ ,.2!t-.1JENDAR ,YEARS 1969b 970/1 971 

THOUSANDS OF PATIEN'I'S (CUX):, 1969 1970 - - - - 1971 
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