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PR |
Reporting Unit, 4th ibrines (~) (Rein),
Poriod Covered, 1 August « 31 August 1965, |
Dote of Submission. & August 1965,

Copmanding Officer, James F, McCLAITAHAN,

Command Post, Chu Lai, Vietnam, (BT 531089).

Maps: Wietnan, 1350,000 Seriss L701 Sheets 6757 I, 6757 1I, 6757 111,
6756 11, 6756 111, 6756 IV,

Subordinate Units,

ilg Co, 4th Marines (~) (Rein) 1st Lt C, L, H, BAER
1st Bn, 4th Marines (Zein) LtCol R, J., PEXNICH
24 Bn, 4th Marines (Rein) LtCol J. R. FISHER
3d Bn, 3d Marines (Rein) LtCol J, E, MUIR

Co B (Rein), 3a Recor. En Capt J, L, COMPTON
Co B (-), 3d Ingineer bn Capt R. D, COMER

Co A (Rein), 1lst AmTyoc Bn Maj P, M, HELSHER
Co B, 3d AT Bn - 1lst 14 E, P, ROSKI
Co C (~) (Rein), 33 Tank Bn Capt J. P, SAIDERS

31 Battalion (=) (Rein), 12th Marines were redesignated Artillery
Battalion Group by 3@ Marine Division Operation Order 327065, and
cormenced reporting to the (c'..anding Officer, 12th Marines effective
30 August 1955,

DET, 1st Force Rocofinaissance Company was detached from direct
support 4th larines effective 29 August 1965,
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PART II

1, MISSION ASSIGNED, As of 1 August 1965, the Lth Marincs (=)

(Rein) misslon as assigned by the Commanding General, 3d Marine
Division, MMF was to defend thc Chu Lai Airfiold aganist onemy
attack within the assigned TAOR. In addition, othcr missions
assignoed weret eonduct mnilatoral scarch and dostroy oporatisns
in wp to Battalion stri:.gth, maintain one company in a osne hour
reaction posture for cmployment anywhere in Division's areas of
responsibility, conduct aggressive combat/reeonnaissance ratré}.
1ling throughsut the assigned TAOR, be prepared to conduct
commterattacks to restor: tho integyqty of Chu Lail Airficld and
bo prepared to conduct co:bined operations with RWNAF beyond the
boundarics of the assigned TAOR., On 2 August 1965, tho Lth Marines
wore assignod the mission to search and cloar an assigned aroa

In Quang Ngai Province in a joint opcration with tho 5lst
Rogimont, 2d Division, ARW, Opuration Thundorbolt was the code
name assigned to tho osperation conductod 6 = 7 August, On 15
August tho Commanding Gencral issuod Oporatisn Order 327-65
assigning the Lth Marines the continuing migsion of defending
the Chu Lai Airficld, be prepared to canduet, on ordor,
unilateral »>r combined operations with RVNAF sutside the
boundary of thc TAOR, provide ono company, on ordor, for .
orployment anywhore in the Divisions” aroas of rosponsibility

and maintain local defenso »f Chu Lai Airficld with a provis-.
ional Air Base Defenge Battalisn coiposod of two cowmpanies,

On 16 August thc Camanding Gemeral assigncd tho 2d Battalion
lith Marines and 3d Battalion, 3¢ Marinos to oporational control
of we Tth Marines to conduot a scarch and clear operation, code -
namo Opcration Starlitc, in the arca enclosed by B8 719919,

S 700520, BS 697926, BS 700940, BS 713962, BI 732952.)
Cormencing as a routine oporation, it oscalatod into the largest °
offonsive agtion 5f the Vietnamese War to dato. Off 2l August 1965,
the Commanding General issuod an oral order to €0, Lth Marines to
propare to ceonduct a joint operation with the vietnamese Armed
Forces in tlic vieinity +¢ An Ky and "Mul_Batangdn t» the North
(B§ 7682). Aftcr submitting a concept of oporations it was detore
mmfl by the Commanding Gencral that only lst Battalion, jth
Marinos would participat. with 7th Marino units, By 27 August
1965 the Lth Marines com.:neod to execute Division Order 327-65
and. effoctod a roliof of v . lines rolinguishing the responsi-
bility of 34 Ba, 3d Marincs TAOR to the Tth Marines, As of the
last day o»f August the final docisisn rogarding boundaries
betweon the two Regimonts had not bomn recovived by thie
Headquartors,
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2, OQPERATIONSs Tho Lth Marines cortinued t5 provide securivy for the
¢ritical installatisns in the Crhu Lal tactical area of rusponsibility
ard soupht to contact and lestroy the suarrilla forcess Cffmaive
operatinons oiploring uniis from fiso Leam t> battalion lovel were cone
ducted throushout the menthy  Couaterguerrilla operations including
acircloment, hammer and anvil, «¥»ups, search and destroy missions and
amt.oshes ware condustel in and -mtside the TAOR. The Reconnaissance
Geox.ony was amployed to coaduct prownd reconnaissance and obgervation in
guiort of the Rogimentis cnevetions, Use of supporting arms and par=
ti~nlarly the combat powr: of 139 FUAW obliterated Vict Cong field fortifi-
cetions, training bases anl s, ly instailations, Ordnauce amployed
i1.2luded 20mm cannon, rockcis, napaim and 2000 pound bombse Target 1ists
v.e propared utilizing inteliionese reports aand bombing was eonducted
woilizing TPQe10. Naval gunfirc continued to support Marine operations
by amploying progoratory fires night illumination and flushing fircs,
The Tareest artillory meowp i sued since Korea conbinued oo be the most

________ _gfrentive supporting arm for =so by infantry unit commandicrs, Helicopter
= W roing zoneswere propad by artililory fircs prior tn landing. Harassing
LA [an‘i intordicisisn fires are ¢ . - xl miehtly on suspected Viet Cong
Et Marsots,  Arbillery units wer ;o leeed forward and Hewtar batteries havce
ooy ibacn Lifted by helicopuer o s % units opcrating outside the TAOR,
Cro ‘V.Hf:E.chthGrbornb iforccs played ¢ cisnillcant wnle in dailly operations,

- - Aerial obscrvars have been cmplaycd more irequently tham before to verify -

____:*’ ! intelligence roports of enemy movemert and to locate ereny installations,
C. f tne of the hishlights of operations was a search and destroy mission
min2= o involving 3d Battalion, 3d Morines and tho Sist Rogiment, ARVN, Iatcr on
=== /' in the month on 18 August, the largest offmsive operation of the Victnamco
=) War to datc was conducted by 3d Batfsalicn, 3d Marines and 2d Battalion,
“" Lth Marines, Thc cperation was centroilel by Headquarters, 7th Marincs
and givan the code name, Operation Starlitr, A combined amphibious and
neliemiurirbome landing foree caupht bv curprise a Viet Cong Regiment and
compictoly destroyed the wnemy, 7L Viet Cong made a feeble attampt at
opposing the amphibisus landing but werc guickly destroyed by supeior
Moine forecse Om 19 August a DAST was usuablished at the L4th Marines
0P “>r control and direetisn of close air support and other direct air
su, ort mocrationse Civic Actiosn Programs have been established by all
invantry battalions for the support of the Ilocal populace, Medical aid -
hos been rondered on a ¢oily bosis to the local Vietnamese, In addition,
fond and clothing is distribuiud to the needy as it is received, Amphibiot
tractors have boen employed daily by the 1st Battalion, Lth Marines to
¢ aduct waterbome patrsis in their TAOR, LVT dotachments were in direct
suoport of cach “afantry battalion and were used for daily logistical
requirements, C-mpany C, 3¢ “wuk Pattalion continied to provide harassing
and interdiction fires for t - infontry battalions,

3, RISULTS ACCOMPIISHID. The Lth  rines Lave successfull accomplished cach
MisSicn acolen i, The primay © " eion of dofending tho Chu Lai Alrficld
corplox has beon accamplishe. - - rgressive combat patrolling from the MIR
to boycad the TAOR., Confrontc  th a good defense all attempts by the
Viry Cong to rard and sabotage have been thwarted, The 3d Battalion, 3d
Marines and the 2d Battalion, Lth Marines participated in the largest
offaisive action of the Vistnameseo War which took the greatest toll of VC
casualbics to datce The VO suffercd 511 killed and twenty-eight captured

Juring the month, 504 ’
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Victnameseo civilians w& screenua by the Reogimmtal Gogctd.on Poing
and ninety wore forwardod to Tivision Headquartors. Maringe casualties
for the month of August werc f.uty-ono KIA, five DOW, two hundred and
thirty-nine WIhe 1on-battlo casualties ruached a now 1owj tw> deaths
and only one seriously woundod, Deft Marine patrols havo rulucod the
throat of Viet Cong booby traps 'y locating and dostraying an incroasing
numbcr.e An offoctive Civil Affa’rs Program eontinuos to assist tho Viote
nameso and aids in a beptar undersbtunding bétwom tho twos nationalities,
Projcet Handclasp has been initiatod to provide tho local Vietnameso
with f01,:¢lothing an? toys for tho childrons The now Lifo Hamlet of
Chu Lai is still sponsared by tho Lth Mariness Effoctive amployment of
tho Reconnaissance Compamy Has rosulted in lscating a Viet Ommg avonue

of ¢ommunications outsidc tho TAOR. Daily probos of the MIR havo boont
decroascle 4n increase of harassing and m%crdxctim fires have coie

tainod, any .appresiable. Viet Cong:build up outside tho TAOR. . . . - |

he. TERRAIN AND WEATHER.
(o~ . ecipitation and tomporature, “uring tho nanth of August
e was within the range oxpoeted, Lascl on past glimatological data, Total
T procivit@tion for tho month was 5,36 in, falling m five different
Jays with thc 26th of Aug having tho hogwst rain fall »f 4,18 in,
The maximum teomp araturc reeorded wag 97° on the lst, Sth, and 12th,
'Ine minimm temperature of 70° was recorled m tho 27the Mean
maximum temporaturc for tho month was 93,5° with tho mean minimum °
bolng 7640° Cloud geilings an visibility worc within limits for
all opcratisnse Tho eontinucd high tamperature has caused some haat
casultios but prosants no wndue limitations mn nomal operatisnse

(B) TERRAIN, Roal improwmunts contimue to be male within the Rogimental
ZOQE of responcibllity making most areas accessible by vehicle, It
'8t1ll remaine noocessary t- uravel gither by foot o helieopturs to
roagh the to> of tho hill nass to the West. an improvo) $08d runs
from Route # 1 to the seaward end of tho peninsuls (B2 BT 5212)
which results in gruater mobility within the econtrd soctor of the
Regimental 2ono of rosponsilility. Hills L10 (BS L401999), 213 (BT
522003), anl 385 (BT L496003) ~. tho dominating terrain foaturcs. in
the control soctor of the zonc while hill 69 (BT L468068) is the
dominating torrajy foature in NorthwWest:portién of theizono.. .

Se MOVEMENTS MADK, With thc arrival of the 7th Marines, 3! Battalion 32 Mari-
nes worc rclioved on the MIR by lst Battalion, 7th Marinos on 27 August
1965. The 3d Battalion was dircetel to doploy two comranios around the
Chu Lai Airficl? for closo in lefensc ani the osthor two eompanies wero
placel in a tactical bivouae, 37 Battalion, 31 Marincs will not move
ints an assignc?! TAOR until e¢ompletion of 2 forth caming operation,

6. TRAINING, The trainins hizhlite of the month was a 60mm Mortar FIREX
conducted by all battalionsjclassroom instruction procoled tho FIREX,
Commend attention centured on safcty precautions for T/O weapons anf)
haniling of han? gronadese OJT in all military subuects was aceomplished
during the month, Livo firinpg oxoreiscs werc con-uctu? by most wnits
utilizing lst Battalion, Lth Marines ranpge. Practical application in
scouting ani patrolling, holicopter opcrations, night movement and
countarguerrilla operations persist,

N -—
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Morale and Discipline,
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Te

As Morale

(1) Morale during the period has been goodp
(2) Some of the affimmative personnel sarvices instituded or

continued during the month aret

(a) A mobile PX whibh vidits every major company and out post

position weckly,
(b) Exohange supplies including most necessities and many

lumuries arrive onee weekly,
(¢) Dally mail service, incaming and outgoing with good conm

sistendy during most of tne monthj
(d) Movies held almost nightly in the (P area,
(e) Quantities of ick available is increasing thus leading to

more 6old beer and soft drinks,
(£) Large quota for MR consisting of 16 quetas per day under th-

USMC program sugmented by MACV quotase
(h) Increase bf "A" rations being served in mess hallse
(h) Showers and swimming available on a daily basis,

(1) Promotions to Cpl and ICpl.
(3) Events or conditions which have had an adverse effect upon

morales
(a) Shortage of tents for billeting personnel,
(b) A period of about four days of inconsistant mail service dur

ing latter part of the month,

Be Legalo

(1) During August the Regimental Commander eonvened three Summary

Courts-Martial and two Special Courts-Martial, The greatest

single disciplinary problem within the regiment has been sleepir-
Mn accidental discharge

on poste
(2) Two investigations have been ordered,
of a wegpon, resulting in an injury and an ‘altercation resultiny

in an injury.
ol jon
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8,

CIVIL AFFAIRS

During the month of August the eivic action program for the Fourth
Marines continued toward its goal of winning the solid support of

the 1local people fer the government of the Republic of Viet Nam and
US'C units in their local, whilé at the same time inproving tho cone.
ditions under which they live, This was accomplished by vrograms dew .
signed to improve their water supply, health, education, sanitations
and the economic baso within the Chu Lai area,

In implementation of this program, MEDCAP teams visited sixteen
haml ets within the TAOR and administered medical ald to over 5300
parsonss The predominant maladies found being TeB., sores, infections,
malnutrition and eye discases, In the interest of opening the way
to solf=aid in the field, hospital corpsmen from Company B, 3d Medical
Battalion conducted a second medical training school at which twanty-
four Vietnamese were taught rudimentary first=aid, sanitation and
personngl hygiene, The class was compri,cd of parsons selected by
the villago chiefs on the basis of their intoreet and future service
to thoir native hamlets,

To assist the persons :Jispossessed by the purchase of the land
on which the airstrip is located but not yet indemnified, goods
including 1200 pounds of B." ', several boxes of clothing and bottles
of Nubti~Blo have been distriovuced through the Ky Ha village Chlefe
The assistance thus gliven was warmly roceived by the villagers and
has resulted in frequent requests for morc such items,

Coordination of peejects in the Wllage of Chu lai and distributi
to the 2d B, Lth Marines of Project Handclasp supplics have assisted
in development of the how villages During the period the eonstruction
of drainage ditches, a market place and roads has progressed well
and inauguration of the village is schedvled for 7 September 1965,

- -—
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- o @ {ARRATIVE SMpaRY ® ®

1 Aug, The Infantry Battalions continue aggressive combat and reconnaissance
patmlling and established ambushes throughout the TAOR. During the hours
of darkness, H&I fires dissuaded the Viet Cong from penetrating the TAOR.
Occasional sniper fire was reported. An observation post in the 3d Battdion,
3d Marineg area roported an enemy grenade thrown at thelr position which
resulted in three wounded Marinos, AYltthroo ramained on position since
wounds sustained were slight,
2_Aug. Planning conferences for a Joint operation with ARW forces, code
name Cperation Thundorbolt, were conductod, Extansive combat patrolling
eontinued without onamy contact. Company D, platoon sized patrol reported
an enany explosive charge letonated in tho vicinity »f (BT L25085). No
casualtios woro sustained, A ano day school an tho PU-482 Ganorator was
conductod at the Rogimental CP for all units, Company K rolieved Company

M as Regimental Rosorvos

3 Aug, Small onumy probos wcro ropsrted throughout tho day, Ono Marine
‘dlod of wounds sustained by an encmy gronado thrown into his position an =
the MLR in Company B's aroa, 2d Pattalion, hth Marinos firod two artillery
missions on targots »f opportunity, Rmnds roported on targot but suryoili-
ance not availablo, Company D rerorted that a Marine aircraft aceidentially

dischargod a bomb that failod to cplode wpom dmpact, EOD perssmel dlge = ==
patched to Company Dts position - disarmed bomb, Regiment distributod Coore
Oporstion Flan 30465, ; Opevation . suriderbolts. i
L, Aug, Aggressive countereguerriliu activity continues. An LVT waterbome . &» =2
pairo'.% from 1st Battaliem, lith Marines apprehended thirtystwo Vietnamese E"\:n-
for vinlation of curfais All the Vietnamese were turned into Regimental = ¢/
Colleotion Point £or scroening by & detachment from the 3d Counter- e
Tedadlipenee Toame HeI fires by artillery and tanks continuod throughout . smw
the night, A beach survey was made by Navy UDT personnel and lst Force i
Reconnaissance pursonnel who wore sboard the APD-123, Survey was made pex.
in the vicinity of (BS 5112). t |
[ U

5 Aug. Routine combat patmlling and ambushes wero oxesuted in the TAOR}
wever, no comtact was made with the Viet Cong, 1lst Battalion, Lth Marincs
watorborno patrol again apprehended a group of Vietnameso curfow violators
in sovan Victnamoso Junks*. 3d Battalion, 3d Marines proparing for Opcration
Thunderbolt, Co B, 3d Reconnaissmce kanded by holicopter at 050800H in
the vieinity >f (BT 421047) to comence a four day patrol outside the TIGR,
Tho patrol sustained o WIA as a result of 2 booby trapped gronade. A
small VG unit suffored two KIA when they ancomtorod tho patrsl, Brigadior
General F, J, KARCH, ADC, 321 Marino Division (WD) displacod his @ from
Da Nang to Chu Lal end locatod within tho porimotor of the Lth Marines CP.
6.Aug. Opcratisn Thundorbolt, a joint speration involving 3d Battalion,
BIst Rogiment, ARWN, 3d Marine Battalion, RV, 34 Battalion, 3d Marincs
and a @ommand Group, Lth Marincs, commonced this date, Tho units oporated
in tho loecalo south of the Song Tre Bong Bivor in the area bownded by BS
5991, 598Y, 5088, 508k, Planncd vsc of all swporting arms was oxccuted,
Two Marines WIA woro sustained, ™3 casualtics woroc fow, Heat cagualties
sustainod by 321 Battolion, 31 Marines mmunted to forty-one. Co B, 3d Recon
continued their dogp recomaissance patrlling anvl sustained tws WIA, During
the moming Admiral JOHNSCY, CINCF .GFLEET, accompanied by M Gen WALT, CQ
3d Marine Division, and B Gon Mc GUTCWEMY  visited the Lth Marines Gp and .
recoved a briefing, The 155mm gun ¢ rttopy (SP),:+ 1landed in Vietnam today
for amployment with 3d Battalion, 12th Marines 'in gonaral support of the Lth
Barines. Co K 3d Battalion, Lth Marines arrived t> preform the mission of
Regimental Reserve while 3d Battallon, 3d Marines executes Operation

Thunderbolt,
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bolt eontinued into the secmdgy of a search

Aug, Operdtion Thun
ana iestroy mission, ARVN units en aged a small vy elements K
which was the only contact during the cdcye The operation vas gucessfully
completed by 1LOOH. lst Battalion commenced an extended patrol into the
western part of tho TACR, Company B, 3d Recon. continued patrple -
ling their Reconnaissance Area of Respmsihihty out.side the TAOR, The
Commandant of the Thai Marine Corps arrived for a briefing at the Lth
Ma¥rincs CPe Co K, 3d Battalisn, Lth Marines departed Chu Lai airfiald for
return trip to Hue Phu Bai after completdng thelr assigned migsion as
Regii.ntal Reserve during Operation Thunderbolte.
8 duge Sniper fire was reduced to a singlo round in the Regimental TACR.
Patralling and ambushing continuocs on a daily basis, The Viet Cong evaded
conlacte A debriefing of Cperatimn Thunderbslt took places At 1L12H
four Vietnamess children wcre wounded as a rosult of a dud they diseovered
in front of the MLR in 1lst Battalion, Lth Marines sector, The children wero
evacuatod to Co B, 3d Medical Bottalion for troatmante Condition of all ot
childran was reportod es goode Co By 3d Reeon ware retracted by haliodptar.
Ctne reomnaissance team was loft behind to conduct further surveillance,
9 _ng. 3d platoon, Company C, 1st Battalion, hith Marines was moving t»
securc a L2 in tho vieinity of 7. 452050) whm a bounding type explosive
charge dotonatod and cleven Mar’  : sustaincd wounds, Company B (=), lst
Battalion, Lth Marincs sporating Z. eonjunction with Co C (=) obsarved
thirtem VC in tho vicinity of (BT L21037) and called for an artillary
fire missione The firc mission was on targoet and the VC suffered threo i
killod, A short time later Co B (=) encountered enamy mortar and rocket
firoe Ono Marinec woundod and the VC sufforod one killeds Co C (=)
again ancountercd a VC baoby trap »f prossure-rvleaso typc and sustained
two wounded, Shortly after, the VC were observed an! taken under fires
Ono VC killed and two wempons captureds Company B, 3d Medical Battalion
comploted thoir move t2 a new 1locatisn within the Forece Loglstical Support
areae Ono toam from 1st Foroe Rooom was rstracted by helicopter at 1810H,

I
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10 Aug, &relatively quiet day passed without incident in 3d Battalion,

3d Marines and 2d Battalion, 4th Marines sectors. OP }i in ist Battalion,

4th Marines sector encounterd a small enemy probe. The highlight of the day
occurred when General Westmoreland and a group of civilian dignitaries from
Asian countries visited Chu Lai, A static display of a infantry rifle
company and artillery weapons was provided. Major General Walt and Brigadier
Generai Mc Cutcheon accompanied the visiting party. 2d Battalion, 4th Marines
continues to employ tanks firing H&I missions during the night.

11 Aug. 1st and 2d Battalions, 4th Marines continued routine aggressive
day/night combat patrolling. Co I, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines operating on

the Trung Phan Peninsula engaged the enemy in several fire fights. The
Company sustained three wounded as a result of small arms fire. Artillery
fire silenced enemy fire, but confirmation of Vict Cong dead could not be
made, At 1615H the Company CP received five rounds of 60mm mortar, no
casualities were sustaineds Artillery fired on suspected Viet Cong mortar
position silencéd  the incoming sortar rounds. Viet Cong small arms fire

was 2gain received at 1845H; however, poor marksmanship prevailed and no
casuafﬁini sustained. During the *-urs of darkness, Company D water-borne
patrol,; landed by LVI’s reported : Marine missing, presumably drowmed.
Accident occured in vicinity of (. 76087), Search and rescue missions

were conducted without retrieving aouy.

12 Aug, /dvance party of Headquarters, 7?th Marines and 1st Battalion, 7th
Marines arrived at Chu Lai. Major General Walt visited 4th Marines CP in

the afterncon. . search continued for the missing Marine from Company D,

1st Battalion, 4th Marines, A combat patrol conducted by a platoon from
Company 3 located two Viet Cong hiding in meavein the vicinity of (BT 446105)
and captured both. No other enemy contact was achieved during the day.

13 Aug. Company 3, 3d Reconnaissance Battalion and Detachment, 1st Force
Reconnaissance commenced Operation Camel with a helicopter-borne movement
to the objective area. Seven reconnaissance teams were left in the .
Reconnaissance Area of Responsibility as the rest of the main body were
retracted at 1600H, The body of the missing Marine from Company D was
discovered by a member of the Vietnamese Popular Forces and turned over to
the 1st Battalion, 4th Marines. An airstrike was executed shortly after ‘
midnight in the vieinity of (35 4598). Target information indicated it to be
a Vist Cg tr- ining base. Damage assessmant was not available, ;
14 Aug. 1st Battalion, 4th Marines commenced Operztion Baron involving {
Companies 4,B and C. Company .~ moved into a blocking position and Company B :
landed in area of operation by helicopter. Company C moved by armor convoy
to dismount point, joined with Company B and commenced patrol to search and
destrcy. Company B discovered a booby trap consisting of a French grenade,
3 Bzutalion, 3d Marines landed Company M by helicopter on the Trung Phan
Peninsula to search for and destroy Viet Cong forces. Company M encountered
enemy sniper fire througbouttihe ..y and with effective close in artillery
support killed two Viet Cong. Company M did not sustain any casualities and
in addition captured the first Chincse manufactured rocket launcher in the
Division. Launcher was believed t '.> a Chinese model of the Russian Anti-
tank rocket launcher, RPG2.

15 Aug. The Regimental Commander t..:.d the defensive positions of the ist
Battalion, 4th Marines during the morning hours. Two company size»’ combat
patrols were conducted to search for and destroy Viet Cong and guerrilla
units in the regimental TAOR., Enemy contact was not made during the patrols,
Two incidents of sniper fire were reported. 24 Platoon, Company C, 3d Tank
Bottalion conducted H&I fires in direct support of 2d Battalion, 4th Marines.
Company 3, 3d Reconnaissance Battalion continues on their mission in the

- L
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Reconnaissance Area of Responsibility. One reconnaissance team was
compromised and requested retraction. During the retraction, one of the
hellcopters received small arms fire without sustaining casualttesn:.
Retaliation with an airstrike silenced enemy fire,

16 Aug, Enemy sniper fire resulted in one wourded sustained by the 1st
Battalion, #th Marines, Brigadier General Karch, ADC, 3d Marine Division
visited with the men of 1st Battalion, A4th Marines and 3d Battalion, 3d
Marir:s. 3d Platoon, Company C, 3d Tank Battalion fired H&I missions during
the nizht in direet support of 3d Battalion, 3d Marines. Major General

Walt visited the 4th Marines area and gave the order to CO, 7th Marines

to exccute a search and destroy mission with attachment of the 24 3attalion,
kth rarines and 3d Battalio:n, 3d Marines. The operation had been giwm ‘the
code name Operation Starlite.

17 Lag. 2d =Zattalion, 4th Marinés and 3d Battalion, 3d Marines completed
planiing for Operation Starliteg. Company M departed for Trung Phan
Peninsula to establish a blockinz position for Operation Starlite, During
the morning, approximatdly 100 - ictnamese rioted in protest of a tulldoger
being used by the Seabees to ac...t in constructing Junk Fleet 15
Headquarters located in 1st Battnlion, Wth Marines sector, The riot was
quelled, no Marines involved. A T =10 airstrike outside the TAOR was
executed in response to intellip: -: reports concerning Viet Cong bunkers,
trenches and fortifications, Effiu<tive 1600H Co L, 3d Battalion, 4th Marines,
Company H, 2d Battalicn, 3d Marine. and Company C, 3d Reconnaissance
Battalion attached to 4th Marines to defend MLR in 2d Battalion, 4th Marines
area. Co B, 3d deconnaissance Battalion designated Regimental Reserve
effective 18 August 1965. Co C, 1st Battalion, 7th Marines attached to 1ist
Jattalion, 4th Marines operational control effective 18 August 1965,

18 Aug. 4th Marines issued Frag Order 11-65 which set forth the defense

were conducting a search and destroy mission, Operation Starlite. The Prag
Order contained instructions for an increased defense posture during the

period 18-25 August 1965, which was considered critical by the Commanding {w
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Officer. 1st Battalion, 7th Marines came urder operational control &th
Marines and replaced 3d Battalion, 3d Marines on the MLR, 1st Battalionm,

h4th Marines and 1st Battalion, 7?th Marines had nothing unusual to report,

2d Bnitalion, Uth Marines departed by helicopter at 0630H for Operation
Starlite controlled by Headquarters, 7th Marines, 3d Battalion, 12th Marines
displaced three 155 howitzers (SP) foward to support Operation Starlite.
Mortar Battery heli-lifted at 0921H for Operation Starlite. Lieutenant
General Krulak accompanied by Major General Walt arrived 4th Marines CP,
MGen ‘Jalt gave the order to land SLF, 3d Battalion, 7th Marines in support
of Operation Starlite. At the end of the 1st day the Marines sustained
sixteen KIA and 113 WIA during Operation Starlite. Casualties for the Viet
Cong mounted to over 100 killed but exact count not 'mucercuc te tho intonasity
of the battle. Commanding Generzl, ist Marine Air Wing, Brigadier Gemeral
Mc Cutcheon arrived 4th Marines . at 1500H for a briefing.

19 Aug. Units within the TAOR continued their increased defense posture in
view of the Viet Cong threats concerning am attack on the Chu Lai Airfield
during the annqversary of the ov:-throw of Japanese and French domination,
12th Marines expended 325 rounds in support of Operation Starlite. Company
B, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines disy--hed a patrol to An Tay (1) to
investigate reports of 80-100 helmeted troops located in village, search
failed to discover any enermy. Units on the MLR maintained increased security
and no enemy contacts were reported. 2d Battalion, 4th Marines and 3
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-Battaiion, 3d Marincs continuc Ovcration Starlite wmdor oparational control
of CO, Tth Marines, Corpany C, 31 vanks lost one gun tank to enany action

during Oparation Starlite, .5 oo second day in a row Lieutenant General
Krulak, Major Gemeral Walt and Tricv Airr Gencral Mc Cutcheon visited Lth
Marines CPe

20 Aug, 2d Battalion, Lth Marin.: ool 34 Battalion, 3d Marimes retumed
Trom Cporation Starlitce 1st ba.t liom, Tth Marincs roverted to operational

controi of their parent unit. A1l . .ts conductoed aggressive combat pabrols
and ambushes without making contacho 2d Battalion, Lth Marines continued to
maintain exccllent rolations with local Vietnamcsce The people of Ky Iian
viliage will help tho Battalion bulld its chapcls 12th Marines continue to
sunport Operation Starlite, expended 312 rounds and in addition fired 200
rounds H&I firos for 1lst Battalion, Lth Marincss ALdmiral Hoopar CTF 7645
visited at Lth Marines CP. Company B, 3d Reconnaissance Battalion was
dosignated Regimental Reserve:

1 fure Co Cy 15t Battalion, Lth Marines was designated as Regimantal

T Trre, Company B, 3d Reconnissance Rattalion dgployed in 1st Battalim's
avee 5o belgter defmsive positions. 1st Pattalion, lLth Marines reported
the accidenval wounding of ¢ Jietnamrse femalc who had violated the curfcie
2d Patteriom, Lth Marines did not man tho HMLR but wore in reserve aftor

rotur ing from Operation Starlite. imibs from the 3d Marines and Ltk Marinos
mann- | the MLR, Roport received i:om Marino Liaison Officor at Binh Son
indionied two Vict Cong Coarr nies insida soubthmrn portion nf TAOR, Immediatc

acti~ takeny flarc planc cnd synillery ilivmination used, all units
notiried, BEnany was not ous srved and alort coased by early morning hours,
Apgr-ssive combat patrolling cont.nued, no mcmy obscrved,’ ‘
22 1ge Company A, 3d Reconnaissance Battalion, Company H, 24 Battalion,

YT wines and Company L, 3d Battalion, Lth Marines were relievod and depart e
for their pareant unitse A TPQ-LO airstrike on suspected Viet Cong supply
point vicinity (BT 121039) was ~onducted at 1100H with aircraft from FMAW, °
Company A, 1lst AmTrac Battelior  Compzny C, 3d Tank Battalion and Company By ;
3d Anti-Tank Battalion continuc to support Tth Marines on Operation Starlitc.=4"1
Company B, 3d Reconnaissance Battalion completed their assigned defensive ———
missi-n at 1300H, Company L suc:isi.cd one wounded as a result of enemy acisn@TDD '
in tho vieinity (BT £61,017) e . -
23 Auie Ageressive patrolling ar . -mbushes conducted in TAOR without making
encmy contacte Company I, 3d Baltalion assiened migsion as Regimental
Reserve, A critical shortage of spare parts has resulted in Co A, lst AmTwmc
Battalionts ability to provide only ¢l even LVMs for combat support of the
Regiment, Civil Affairs program has initiated policy of providing local
Vietnamese with captuvecd Viet Cong clothing, Mecdical training schonl conw
ducted in village of &n Tan graduated class of 2l; this day. Company By 3d
Reconnaissancc Battalinn cormenced Opcration 0ld Gold to gather intelligencu
of Viet Cong movemant outside the western border of the TAOR.

24 Aug, Continuous combat patrolling and ambusheos has thwarted all Viet
Cong,_attampts to ponctrate the MLE. Ac-tillery fircd on Viet Cong platoon at
0B12H and ropsriod killing four VC. Harassing and interdiction fires continr
to plaguc VG units ~tsidc the Regimental TAOR. Activity within the Lith
Maricos TAOR rumained calm throughot the day.

25 Aue  The Regimental TAOR remained quict bub not complacent, Company C
piation sizc patrol received moderate sniper firce while on pateol in westorn
part of 1st Rattalionts scotor, The patrol appressively returned fire,
ati-cked the suspocted lecation and apprchended four VB Helicopters werce
rec.ested to cvacuate the VGS aud as they wore loading, came unde small
arrs fires The patrol was also taken under sniper fire'and reactcd
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by calling in atrtillety and an airstrike. The patrol advanced after the
fire mission without receiving f.e: No casvalties were sustained nor were
any VC bodies discoverd, Divisic: { eration Order 327-65, realignment of
the TLOR and assignment of a T.Oi& + 7Pth Marines, was ordered to be executed.
Co Cy 3d Tank Battalion returned from Operation Starlite, One tank had been
destroyed while engaged with Viet Cong and other tanks in the company
sustained damages in need of repair; Operation 0ld Gold continued with
success, Numerous VC sightings were reported. An airstrike was called upon
a VC gathering of about 150 personnel., Due to the time of day and the
distance from the target confirmation by body count could not be made;
howevery air was on target: Admiral Brown and Admi¥al Wellhan, Bureau of
Medicine received a briefing by the 4th Marines Staff and were escorted on
a tour of Medical facilities. 2d Battalion, 4th Marines conducted a 60mm
mortar FIREX preparing for future tactical employment of the mortar when
sufficient ammunition is available, Civil affairs officers in the Regiment
were busy throughout the day with assigned taskse2d Battalion, 4th Marines
discussed Civil Affairs matters with District Chief and liaison personnel
from I Corps.. A Medical Training School class graduated twenty-four students
this date. Diplomas were presented by the Regimental Executive Officer,
Project Handclasp supplies irsre received and distributed to all units,
26 iugz, Enemy probes incre-: -3 tr.roughout the day; however, no penetrationg
of the MIR were made. 2d %o .tali ., Uth Marines employed one flame tank for
night mission to burn brush and act as a psychological deterrent against the
VC, <peration Old Gold, Co B, 3d Reconnaissance Dattalion continued with
more VC sightings reported., Infantry Battaliéns continued Civil affairs
matters by distributing supplies for Project Handclasp. 3d Battalion, 3d
Mirines relocated i*s CP in preparation for the final withdrawal from the
7th Marines T.OR. 1st Battalion. 4th Marines conducted a FIREX with 60mm
mortars, ‘
27 fug. 3d Battalion, 3d Marines were relieved on the MLR by 7th Marines
and moved to a tacticalbivouse bz *ni the MLR, 2d Battalion, 4th Marines
reported friendly artillery fragr -t that detonated in air due to heavy ;
rains, Ho injuries were sustained, 1.t Battalion, 4th Marines continues
waterborne patrol to prevent infiltration by sea and inland water ways.
Small enemy probes occurrddduring the hours of darkness without injury
to front line Marines. Co B, 3d Reconnaissance Battalicon was retracted -
from their observation post upon completion of a successful operation,
over ot mdred Vo were sightsd 4w thoir srea of recovinaissance,
28 Ange Enemy contact was reduced to me incident during the daye Company
5, lsE Battalion, -Lth Marines platoon patrol was fired upon by snipers in
the vicinity »f (BT L4L0055)s A squad aggressively assaulted in tho drectisr
from which the fire came, but the anamy withdrow without a trace, At
1615H, the Marine 1iaismm officer at Binh Son reported that an informedt
indicatod 2000 Viet Cmg had moved to (BT L4L00)s The arca was Immediatealy
saturated by artillary fire and TPQ-10 air strikes were planned for a
twelve hour periods, Commny H departed fram 2d Battalion, lLth Marines
with a platoon from Campany B, 3d Reconnaissance Battalion, Company B
remained in the area the fsllowing day, Oompany H had nothing to veport ,
The 2a¢ Battalion, 3d Marines completbd their-rclief of the lines and
relinpished responsibility to 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, 3d Battalitn
moved into tacticalbivousc. awaiting assi;nment »f a mission, The
Civil Affairs Officer from Lst Battalion, lith Marines completed a study
of the educational systems in Ky Ha village, Natirnal Broadcasting Company

‘ é«;&/
b @G\’:’

DECLASSIFIED

@SSV



e cammmmai,

ou ¥ S

n

se

SIS

DECLASSIFIED

newsmen were escor& .oughout tho Chu lLai area b’h’ivﬂ Affalrs
Officer, 2d Battalion, - : :
g&_%gg. 1st Battoliom, 4th Marines conducted aggressive squad and platoon
conbat patrols without locnting the cnemy, 34 Platoon, Conpany C cone
ducted o patrol on Ky Xuan Islaond accompanied by a local informent.and
interpreter In anticipation of locating Viet Cong caves and arms caches,
Company H, 24 Battalion continued its patrol for the sescond day.withoutb
making oneny contact, 3d Dattalion remains in taetieal bivouac behing
1st Battalion, 7th Marincs LR, Company I end two platoons from Company
L provided airficld defense,’ The now 3d Battalion CP won ostablished

at (BT 530022), Cozpeny @, 34 T~nk Dattalion continugd - 5o repsir
danage sustained while omcuged v ih the oncmy on Oporniion Starlite,

3d Dattalion, 12th Marincs reportcd killing two Viet Cong and wounding
ten as a pesult of a fire nissior. Company B, 3d Reconnaissance Dattalion
roported capturing twelve VCS whic sceking information céncorning tho
novenent of 2000 Viet Cong into t e viecinity of (BT 4400), OCivil Affairs
Officer from 24 Dattalion, MCB=10 c: ! MAG=l2 had lunch with the District
Chief, Ly Tin, to discuss plans for Chu Lai Village, Dctaghmont, lst
Forco Reconnaissance was detached, cffcetive this date,

20 _4Aygs 1pt Dattalion, 4th llarines, in repponsc to an intelligence report
fron District Chief, Ly Tin, dispatched a platoon to tho vieinity

of (BT 4407), The patrol rcecived autouatic woapons fire pnd attacked
in tho dircetion of the firey however, the Viet Cong had #l1 ready eludod
the attackers, Company D platoon patrcl remzined on Ky Hoa Island
overnight and cstablished a pordncter to safceguard the roloading of an
LST at the ramp in tho $lcinity of (DT 522118), 23 Battalion thwarted”
two cticnps of probes of their limor without susteining ony casualtics,
Companty L, 3d Dattalion provided une platoon for sccurity vhile une
loading thc LST, The Anti-Tank platoon attached teo 3@ Battalion reported
obscrving a man in front of their position, The lfarines 1lluninated

and fired but did not find a body, Company B, 3@ Reconnaissance Corpony
dispatched o platoon patrol at 1800H to obacrvo the high ground west of
hill 410 (BT 408999), .Tho MedCap prograums continued to troat Viet~
nanerc villagers, Over 200 Victnamesc worc treatod this dete, &
Battalion, MCB-10 and MAG-12 will cooperate to build a sct of jangle -
bare and merry-go-round for the ohildron of Chu: La4, Village, = .

Aug. 1ot Dn, 4th "Mordincs sustained 2 KIA and 4 WIA today vhon a
patrol from D Corpany ran {nto a suspected nine ficld ot (BT 420084),
Upop +tlal disvovory of 2 booby trap, nembors of the patrol. adyarced,
In so doing onc of the mombers rtonated a mine, which causad. the.6
casualtlics, Wounded personnel were evecusted to B Hed, and the renalning
patrol nembers retracted their, steps back to Highway 1 for plck up, :
The arca"of the. incident was thor teken wider: zone artillery fire in an
arca of G00X900 uncters, No.furt! - action roported in $hat arca, 24 .
Battalions orca was wioven $ful ti  whout the day, Fatrols cstablishod
not with no ouviy uetivity, 3d Ba“bilion renained in dofensive positions
behind the MLR. One platoon ronaincd attachod to 1)4 for sccurity of
the new LST ramp, during off loading, A% .1905H scourity olcmonts of. |
3/12 hecrd 8-10 S/A's shots at.vie’ (BT 5103). Survoillance .of the arca
produced nothing, Farlier in the ovening e 18111 an entos had .an
accldental discherge, A light seetion fron Co ‘Brcturning to their..
positions at Co H had the aceidental discherge, 2 elvilian construction
workers riding in a vchicle behind the ontos were fnjuted from.the baclk-
blast and flying glass from their vehicle windshicld, They were treated
by corpsman fron Co I, and relozsed, . At 29351 thio Headquarters received
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word of a suspected VC attack of the Chu Lai Areas All units alertod,
Ono hour latar a WFlash" report was roceived stating that V¢ wers located
at (BT 509002) and (BT 530975) « Immodiate area saturation by artillary
cormenced as did numerous airstrikess Due to the onset of dark no
surveillancc wos possibles As of 2400H, no attack materialized, Co

By 3d Recon continues with operation UChestcrficldmith no, enémy cmtact,
Civil Affairs Officers.remained at Da Nang-dbtending aBivil Affairs

Confurace,
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