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4th H[.!l'incs (-) (nein), Jcl. M...'1l'iw Division, (Rein), FHF 
c/o FPO San Froncisco, 96~Ol 

From: Cmc·:anding Officor 
To: CO::l''' .... ndj.ng GO'1eral, 3d Marine Div13ion (FWD), FMF 

5ubj: Con;w!d DiQ.!'y for period 1-31 AuellSt lc:'65 

Rof: ~r;o 3480.1 w/eh 1 
3d Hal' Di vO :3100.1 

3: Pl-1F:mm 
6 September 1965 

Ene1: P'iv(; copios 
Five copios 
Five copios 
Five copies 

/ _ J 
~/rv'1. 

of COlnanc1 Die.ry for IIoad(1.ual'wrs, 4th low-inea ~'l:::- -/ ' 
of Carmund Diary af 1st 0n, 4th lvIarincl1 "'-r~" ~ I, v.L I-
of Cor,n,u,nd Diory of 2d !3n, 4th l1..-u-ines e."o·· S I N/:: r-
of CO;,lIUand Die.ry of 3d Bn, 3d Hr.rincs h(f .. JJ(r . 

1. In accorcr.nco l:.i.th ins-t.j:tl.-,t.:,,;;,~ set forth in reference (n.) and (b ), 
.ancl';suros (1) tlJI'Dl~'1'tl (/+) . J.~e 3ubr~dttod as tho CO~'1lancl Diary for 
4t.h Harinen (.~) (tWin). The Cor:·]3.nd Di8.ry covers the period 1-31 
AUgV9t 19(;5. 

,. 
W. E. MElBY'" 
By direction 
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IIWfrd.SSD'IED 
1. Reporting Unit. 4th Hlrines (-) (Rein), 

2. fsriod Covered. 1 August - 31 August 1965 • 

.3. lhte of Submission. S August 1965. _.Dr . 

4. COlill11atlding Officer,. James F. UcCLAlTAIIAIJ. 

5. Command Post. Chu Lni, Vietna~, (BT 531089). 

6, Haps: Vietnru~, i:50,000 Seri-es L701 Sheets 6757 I. 6757 II. 6157 III. 
6756 II, 6756 III, 6756 IV, 

'.'7. ~ubordinate ,!hi~s. 

IIq Co, 4th Marines (-) (nein) 
1st Bn, 4 th ~farines C:~in) 
2d Bn, 4th l1arines (ReiH) 
3d Bn, 3d H .. 'l.rines (Rein) 
Co B (Rein), 3d fiecoL En 
Co B (-), 3d ~ngineer En 
Co A (Rein), 1st Am'IYnc Bn 
Co B, 3d AT Bn . 
Co C (-) (Rein), 3d Tank Bn 

1st Lt C. L. lIe BAER 
LtCo1 R. J. PEIIUClI 
Ltcol J. R. FISIIER 
LtCo1 J. E. KJn1 
Capt J. L. COHP'lOt! 
Capt R. D. COMER 
Maj p. H. HELSHER 
1st LI E. P. ROSKI 
Capt J. P. SAl!DEl1S 

3(1 Ihtta1ion (-) (Rein), 12th ~1a.rines uere red.esignated Artillery 
Battnlion Group by 3d Mlrir,e Division operation Order 32'7065, and 
COr,trlenced reporting to tbe Gcc :anding Officer, 12th Marines effective 
10 A.ueust 1965. 

DET, 1st Force Rocobnaissonce Company \Jas detached from dil'ect 
support 4th Hnrines effective 29 August 1965. 
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PART II 

1~ MISSION ASSIClJED. As?f 1 August 1965, the 4th Marinos (-) 
(Roin) mission as assigned by tho C')Il\11landing Gmoral, 3d Marine 
Division, FMF t-1as to defend tho Chu Lai Airfiold aganist onemy 
attock within the assignod TAOR. In <ldditi?n, other missions 
assignod wore~ c?nduct 'milateral soarch and destroy l)J>orat~ns 
in up tt'J &lttalit)n strc,gth, maintain IJno c?mpany in a "no hour 
reaction posture for ompl?yment anywhere in Division's areAS o~ 
rosponsibility, clJnduct aggrossive combat/reconnaissance patr61-
lling through,ut the assj~od TAOR, be prepared t? c?nduot 
c~terattllcks to restor' tho intogioltY of Chu Lai Airfiold and 
bo propared to c?nduct cQ~.,b:nod ')porati!Jns with RVNAF bey?nd the 
b?undarios of the assignod TAOR. On 2 August 1965, tho 4th Marines 
woro assignod tho mission t? search and cloar an assignod aroa 
in Quang Ngai PMvince in a j0int lJp(;ratir:m With tho 51st 
Rogimont, 2d Divisi?n, 4RVN. Op~rati~n Thundorbolt was tho code 
name assignod t? tho ?porati?n c?nductod 6 - 1 August. On 1, 
August tho Commanding General issued Operati~n Ord~r 327-65 
assigning tho 4th Harinos the <nntinuing mission or do fending 
tho Ohu 18t Airfiold" 00 prepared to cmduot" t)l'J. ordor, 
unnatural ?r combinod operations with RVNAF outsido tho , 
b?undary ?f tho TAOR" provide "no clMplmy" on 0rdor, for " 
ompbymc.nt anywhore in tho Di visionV: 'll.l"otlO of rospons1b111ty 
and maintain locn1 do!'enso of Chu Lsi. Airfiold with a prone- , 
ional Air Basa Dof~o Batt~lil)n c~r.~osod ?f two c~anlos. 
On 16 August the CQIIIlJanding Geaeral assigned tho 2d Battalion 
4th Marines _1<1 3d Battali')n~ 3d Ma!"1nos t? ?porat1?nal c')ntrol 
or t.'- 1'th Marinos t? c?ndocft a search and claar oporation, coda' 

'nama Oporati?n Starlitc, in tho area enc1')sGd by:CIm719919, 
as 700920, BS 697926, :as 700940, BS 713962, m 73~952.1 
Cammoncing as a r?uttno oporation, it oscalatod tnt? tho largost • 
?ffonS1vo oct1m i:>t the Vietnamese War t() dato. ()t 2" August 19.6" 
tho CCJIlIJlanding Gonoral issuod an ?ral order t') CO, 4th Marines t? 
preparo t'J c?nduct a joint 'lperati')n with tho Vietnamese Annad 
F')rc(;s L'1 t110 vicinity 'jf' I'm Ky and 'HuiJ3!l~gdn t.') tho North . 

(BS 7682).Aftcr suhmittiQg a concept of ~orations it was dot~roo 
mind by tho C?l1'llnanding General that only 1st Batta110n, lath 
Marinos w'Juld participat" with 7th Marino units. By 27 August 
1965 tho 4th Marinos cor::.',;"cod t~ exocuto Di.v1s1.,n Ordor 327~, 
and affoctod a roliof r:>f '( , linos relinquishing tho responsi­
bility of 3d lh, 3d Marines TAOR to tho 7th Marines. As ')f tho 
last day of August the final duc1si~n rogarding br:>undarias 
betwoen thc: tW? Regiments had n?t bom rocoived by this 
Hoa dquart ors. ' 

C. : . ~ ..... - "', 

. ~. . ....... , ~ ... I -, 

, .. -
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2. or ERATIONS. Tho 4th Mm'incs (')T'tinuoc1 t'> prwicic security f-:)r the 

crit{car-[llsklll~ti':'lDs in th0 C'!"'t 'Lai ta~'lJical area I)f rosponsibility 
and 8'Jucht to C0nt'1ct ,:lwl :!83t.r)~'cP(: 2'l~~""rilla f'JI'ces. GffC:Dllive 
opGr::!tt'~ns (;mpl-::'~,'-Ln[~ nnU,f'p:,m f~:. "Lm,n t') battalV:m level ware 0'))1'" 
ductocJ thr?u~';hout 'hhc. m;;nth. CrA:ntJurg\'l:~~:!"ilIa rype:ration!J including 
me: l"clomont, haT'1lTlc):' a'1 d !tnvtl, ~·t:·";ps~ S o,:tY.'ch nnd destI',)y missbns and 
:l..~;l,';hos Here ccmclu~t,e'1 b and ·;~,tsiJo t'l(j TAOR. The Rec':'nnaissanoe 
ij"',:,my was £tlT[Jbyed t':! v;ndu~t r:r')\md reconnaissance and observation in 
El;;' ,')rt of tho ReGiment: s ':·Pt~':1'c.'!::mfl. Uso of 8upp0rttng ams and par­
t;"'llarly tho cl)mbat p0t: r :: Dr t')') H"AW oblitorated viet C0ng field fortifi­
c~~; L0ns" training bases tin.~ ';;..'.J~'::"y in8tc:.lati0ns~ Ordnanoe omployod 
5.:~.~,lud8d 20mm cnnn0n, I'0Ul{c,(,:-.:, napaj.m and 2000 pound bomb~. Targot lists 
1':."8 pra,parod ut1.1izillG LltBD.i['Tlo-:!c rL"T'Jrts Clld bombing was concru.ctod 
',. :lizillC 'l'Pq...10c Naval e'Jni'ix'c; co:rtirmod to supp'lrt Marino oporati0ns 
by o:mpbyinr: jlrr::/rat0ry fi.l°:'[" rlieht Uluminati0n and flushinr.; firos. 
'l'!1c. '!~rrr~ost. aJ~tiJJ,ory r;l't')l)p :. :~;cd since K0rea c0n":,inuod tlJ be the most 

,.--------::.:_ ,Qr:i~ti":r:' <;uF~)lJrl·,ii1S D ... m for·'~o::.by i,nf~ntr'lJ m:it co~anj?rs. Hclic0l?ter 
I ro, .. ·nc' ZOllC"''IT('''''' p',-r,-n"'d -"'y "",7" 11 n .... y f'''''U''8 pr-')r ...... '''ndlng Harassln'" . ~ !~. 1 .. , ... b d -'.-.'.... '._ ... ,!"'(..It/ ... J uL •.. ~_.,,_ ...... J. oLo.... ..... U'.I ~~·:>ft l-:;, 

~ni!d 'intorclLci':,'l.,)ll fires a~~()~: : Jd >:nr::ltJy ("In susfocted Viet Cong 
" ;:~C rt.~'l":':ut~:, :i.J'tillm"';l:- un~ts ~u; ,; ':LC:'~(J~ forvJUrcl ~nd Hr:wt~r batteries have 

-. .. ,._ i.t,;c~, ll':tod by hollc':'pver v~. s ,.~ u.Y ll.ts oporatmg out-slde the TAOH.. 
C'/:) , Hei} LC0ptcrh'JrnL i'0rc.:;s played ;:; ~::.:}~i.r:.cant :.'':110 L, daily tJperations. 
~ .' ,Asr ir>l ')bs orvors ha 18 boon ornpJJyvl n~')r() i'roqu mtl~f thmt befl)re to verifY --c-.5; intulJiC;(;llCe rnp0rts 0f enemy 111')VC'1l0T't and tlJ lc)cato Ef'omy installations. 
~ !' Gnu 0f tho hiJ1li~hts 0f operati0w3 i,2S a soarch anI:! dostr'JY mi'ssbn 
=rL~ ;; inv')lvinc 3d B:lttalbn, 3d N:orinns 'll-· J thl; 51st ROf,iment, ARVN. Lator on 
=:::; :': in tho month 0n 18 August, tho Inrg'3st c,f7.'msivD ryporati'Jn ')f the ViotnamC':, 

.,.:.'j 'Vhr to cbtrj \Tas c0njucted by 3d Bat~DUc·n.'l 3d Marinos and 2d Battalion" 
4':,h ~farino3. Tho c:?eration was c~ntr')l1 oJ by Hoadquarters" 7th Marines 
and [;lv'-..'l1 i-;hc code name, Operation Star] !.tn., A combinod amphibious and 
!-tl:: ic')p;j (~rblJm() landing force caugh t bv Gl,ll1Jrise a Viet Cong Regiment an d 
cD!'0,Lctaly c~ostr'Jyed the cl1emy. '::.:1:,1 V~,8t Cone made a feeb1.e attanpt at 
0J'1'()si.n(; tho amphibi0US landing but WE;:"C quickly destroyed by I5Upeior 
M!~:!10 forces. On 19 August a DA3G was <.:3 : .. <1blished at tho 4th Marinos 
Gf:'")r contI'')l and dirocti')n of C10S0 ::11,1' SUPiJf)rt and other direct air 
St\L'J:rt 'Jporati'Jns. Civ).c Actbn Programs havo been established by all 
ir:,mtry battJlions :01' i;:~0 SlJ:;,p'Jrt of tho 10ca1 populace,,' Medical aid 
hels boen rendered on a l'~ l!.Y b. 3is to tho Ix al Vietnamese. In addition, 
f""ld and c10t1tin&; is dist.:ci.1YJ.t ... d. to the noedy as it is received. Amphibio\ 
tnctors have bem anployrd daily by the 1st Battalion, 4th Marines to , 
c)1duct watorborno pat!',)! ~ in t,hoir TAOR. LVT detachmonts were lit direct 
st~~port af e3ch·.ilfnntry bl1ttal'i.l)n and were us ad for daily logistical 
requiremonts. C~r'1pany C~ 3(' ",;lk Pattalirm crmtinued to provide harass ine; 
and intcrdictbn fires fl):r' t, ;nf~~ltry b.'lttnlbns 3 

3. R}~~~~LTS ACCOMPUSHED. 'lhe 4Cl-j ;"inGS i.·;,dO succossful1 a(;clJJ'llpllshec1 each 
mi:;-;'LOn :J.oGiEn ";(1,, ~.ibo prim,'); , ;sbn of rlof~nding 'i:,)-oo Chu Lai Ai.ri'i c1.d 
cOI~Jjlox hao be':m fWco.mplish2, :grcssivo combat patrolling !~OA\ the MU1 
to LOYC';lcl tho 'l'P'oR~ Confnr:tc:c.h a gO'Jd defense all attanptG by the 
V1C'L Cone t'J rend and sabotage :~ave been thH<1rted. 'lho 3d Battalion, 3d 
M~rines and th 0 2d B:1ttaJ.i''.m, !~th Marinos participated in the largost 
(·ffmsL vo actbn of thE: '!i8tnames rJ "tr'lr Imich taok the greatest toll of va 
casualties to c1atc, The VC suF":t'e:(::;d j1l killed and twenty-eight captured 
durinr; th 0 month. 504 
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~.so civl.U! wi ser, <mud by tho ROgimmta~Co"t1"" Pllln!l 
and ninety woro i-,)"'Wardod to Dtvisi?n Headquartors. Marini- casualties 
f.,r thEl month of August W()Z'G f',:.'ty...mo KIA, fiv~ !a:l, tW') hundroj and 
thirty-nino WIA. Ihn-battlo CC\sualtios rLaohod a nCM l'JWj tw") deaths 
and 0nly on() st.rbusly w.,undod. Dort Marino patr")ls havo rtduooc1 tho 
throat ?f Viet CQ!'l.g b'Y.>by traps'.y l':>Cating and dostr'Jjl'ing an inoroasing 
numbor. Ml offoctivo Civil Arfa '.rs Pr')gram o')ntinuos t., assist tho Viet­
namoso ard ai.ds in a be:Jtar undl.;l ~)l-,~nding b6wocn tho tW? nationalities. 
Pr')joet Handclasp has bULn initiated to pr")vido tho 1')oa1 Vietnamoso 
with f?oi,: c1?thing an·.~ t'JYs for tho ohUdron, Tho now Lifo HaIhlot of 
~u tai is still Bp')nsorod by tho 4th Marinos. Effootivo alJpl')ymctlt of 
tho Rocl)flnaissancQ Co~anw l'las rosulto:l in l')oating a Viot ():Ir1g avmuo 
of c')JIII!1unicati?ns outsi10 tho TAOR. Da'OY probt?s of tho MIa havo boon. 
decroasoJ. lin increaso of haroesing and :iIitordl.ctian tires havo cdt" 
tainod,fll.l.Y d1PRR.~.i.D,b~~.V~f)t eenS I buU<l up Outaido t"ho TAOR. .. . . . 

h., TERRAIN AND WEA'lHER. 
(1) WEI\'1HMt. ITecrpitati:on an1 temperature, rluring tho DXI'lth of August :-"3 W80S within tho 'rang 0 oJlpoeted, U.3SL 1 0n past cli.m!tt'Jl')gical data. Tota1 

:p~Gci~\ttation for tho m')nth was 5.36 in. falling 'JIl five different 
. _" -....... 

~ .... ~.:r. 'JI''':~ 
: .. ') 

_., '.-"" 
r;.\"· .~..-~ ... 

:::=.:.~*::;,;., 

;;ays wi vh tho 26th ')! Aug havin~; th 0 ho~wet rain fall ?f 4.18 1.0 • 
~'he maximum tOl1lJCxraturo roc?rc1od was 97 on tho 1st, Sth, an r

} 12th. 
'ihe minimum tOIltJoraturo 01' 70 'J was rtlc?r-led 'Jl1 tho 21th. Mean 
maximum teIll")oraturo f':>r tho JIl':lClth was 93.$° with tho moan minimum . 
being 76.00. Cloud oallings an'l visibUity woro within l1m1.ts for 
all oporatbns. Tho c')ntinUl..:d high temperature haa caused s'Jmo heat 
casultios but l)rosmts nJ \UlWe limitstbns ?n n'Jnlllll operatilJns r 

(B) TERRAIN. R')£d iIlIi),r.)V3IWI1ts c')ntinuu to bli ma:10 within th£l Regimental 
t:H5t.\.ol:)f rtIBp',msjhLlity making ml)st araas accessiblo by vehicle. It 

, 'still rml,8iPG noocossary t r ;;ravel eithor by foot or ho1iCJJpturs t? 
roa~h the t-:J:.' ')f tho hill lilass t? tho West. M iIlr~.'r')voJ ~ runs 
from Routo # 1 t., thE) seaward onj ?f tho poni.nsul~: (re BT $212) 
Which results in gruator m'JV.l ity within thu cont.r4 soet')r ')! tho 
Regimunta1 z?no of roo:)Ot1siLHty. Hills 410 (BS 401999), 213 (BT 
5:2003), an:~ 385 (8T 496003) <1"'"", tho d')mtnattng .t~8in foatUDOS'1n 
tbe contrl)l s oct 'Jr ,)f tho, Zl)nu whilo hill 69 (BT 468068) is tho 
d")mina ti n~ tcrrl'Ll.l1 fO!ltur~' in Nortn.Wos~i'jlort.rdln. of tho I EODO'., .• 

5. MOVEMENTS 11ADi!;. 1;nth tho arrival ')f tho 7th Marinos, 3 ~ R'lttali'.m 3:! Mari-
110S woro rel!"-6ved! :.m tho MLR by 1st Battalion, 7th Marinos 'In 27 August 
1965. Tho 3<4', Battalbn was directc.l t" oloI'l?y tw') c?rll,:anios ar')und tho 
Chu Lal Airfiol! f'Jr 01')80 in lofcnsG Ani tho')thor tw') c")mran1as waro 
place:l 1n a tc1ctical biv?uac. 3,1 EAttalion, .3~1 Mnrinos will n<:>t m.,vo 
int.., an assigno~~ ThOR untU C?mpletbn ?f a f')rth cEinp; 'Jfloratbn. 

6. TRAININQ;. Tho tra in in:~ hir,hU to ?f tho m:m th was a 60mn M'Jrtnr FIREX 
c"JnductEid by all bnttaliOnsj dlassro?m lnstructbn proco:1oi tho FIREX. 
Command nttontbn conturoc1 ?I1 safety preeautbns for T/O woap')ns ant:l 
han :~-:ng ?! han~~ r;rontldos. OTT in all military subuocts was acc?mplishod 
duri!1g tho m')nth. Livo firin(; oxorcisos wore c':>n·.~ucto~1 by m')st units 
utiEzing 1st B-1.ttalbn, 4th Marinos range. f'ractiool applieati?n in 
sc')utinr.; ani pl.ltr~lling, holic'):~t{;)r ':>porati':ms, night m')vomont and 
c0unt~rguerrilla qlerntions persi3t. 
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7. Morale and Discipline. 

J.. Morale 

(1) Morale during the period has been good, 

(2) Some of the affimative personnel services institu'ed or 
continued during the month are. 

(a) A mobUe PX whUh vi'its wary major company and out post 
position weekly. 

(b) Exohange supplies including most necesuities and maI\Y 
lusuries arrive oo~e week1y~ . 

(c) DaUy maU servioe, incaning and outgoing with good ron .. 
sistmoy during most of the month. 

(d) MClvUa held UirlOst nightly in the CP area. 

(8) Q1antities of ick available is increasing thus leading to 
more <,oid beer and soft drinks. 

(f) Large qUbta for w,cR consisting of 16 qUQtas per day under tl'. 
USMC program augmented by MAOV' quotas. 

(I) Increase bf ItAII rations being served 1r1 mess halls. 

(h) Showe±-s and swimming avaUable on a daiJ..y basis. 

(i) Promotions to Opl and Wpl. 

(3) Events or conditions which have had an adverse effect upon 
morales 

(a) Shortage of tents for billeting personnel, 

(b) A period of about four days of inconsistant maU servioe dur 
mg 1at tar part of the month •. 

B. Logal. 

(1) During August the Regimmtal Commander .onvmed three Summary 
Courts-Hartial and t\-TO ~ecial Oourts~art.1al. The greatest 
s~ele disciplinary problem within the regimEnt has bem slet:p'ir' , 
on post. 

(2) Two investigations have been ordered. An accidental discharge 
of a 'Weapon, resulting in an injury and an 'altercatim resultbi: 
in an inj ury. 

--4- -
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8. CIVJL !FFAIRS 

])lring the mcnth of August tho civic action program for thB Fourth 
Marines oontinued toward its goal of winning the solid support of 
the local people fflr the go'V'ernment of the Republic of Viet Ham and 
USI-!C units in their local, whUe at the same time lnprov1ng tho can .. :: " 
ditions under which thEU 11ve. This was acc~lishad by' 'Programs de."'­
signed to improve their water supply, health, education, sanitation~ 
and the economic baso within the Chu Lal area. 

m i.Jr¥llanentation of this program, MEDCAP teams visited sixteen 
hamlets "within the TAOR and administered medical aid to ovor 5300 
persons. The predominant maladies found being T.B., sores, infections: 
malnutrition and eye. diseases. In the interest of opwing" ther ~w 
to solf-aid in the field, hospital corpsrnon from OomJllny B, 3d Medical 
Battalion conducted a second medical training- school at which twmty­
four Vietnamese were ~aught rudimentary first-atd, sanitation and 
personnal hygiooe. The cluBS was comprizod of parsons selocto<:i by 
the villago ohiefs on the basis of their interest and future service 
to thoir native hamlets, 

To assist tho persms In spossessod by the purchase of the land 
on which the airstrip is 1 oct: ted but not yet indemnified, goods 
including 1200 pounds of a" .. " sevoral boxes of clothing and bottles 
of NutJ....Bio have been distriout.ed through the Ky Ha village Chief. 
The assistance thus given was warmly roceived by the vUJa gers and 
has rosulted in frequmt requests for morc such itans. 

coordination of PJVjects in tho VUlage of Chu tat. and dt.stribut1-
to the 2d Fb, 4th Marines of Projoct Handolasp supplies have assistod 
in development of the now Villago. Dlring the period the constructi')n 
of drainago ditches, a market place and roads has progressed well" 
and inauguration of the village is scheduled for 7 September 1965. 
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1 A~g. The Infantry Bat tal tons continue aggressive oombat and rsc')tlJlaissalce 
patrolling and established ambushes throughout the TAOR. During the hours 
of darkness, H&I fires dissuaded the Viet Cong £rom penetrating the TAOR. 
Occasional sniper fire was reported. An observation post in the 3d Battdion, 
3d Marine, area roported an enemy grenade thr!:.Ml at their p?Sition whioh 
resulted in three munded Marinos. Alltbbroo remained m position since 
wounds sustainod wero slight. 
2 Aug~ Planning confermcos for a joint tJporllt1.?n with ARVN forces, code 
name Operation Thund(jrb~lt, were c?nductod. Extimsi ve combat patl'?Uing 
c'Xltinucd with')ut Ofu:rny c')ntact. C?mpany 11, pm t')')n sizod patrol roportod 
an onany expl')sivo chargo 'lot':matod in tho vicinity .,f (BT 1125(65). No 
oasualties woro sustained. A ~o o~ sohoo1 ~ tho pu-482 Genorator was 
c.,nducto1 at tho Rogimmtlll cr f')r all units. C'Jl!IPllny K rolieved Coorpany 
M as Rogimental Rosorvo. 
3 Au,g. Sm.!lll onOllW' pr')bos wero rop')rtod thr?ugh")ut tho day. 000 Marino 
arOcJ·",)f w')unds BUBtninod by an memy granado thr'JWn tnt") his positit:n ':In ":~. 
the MLR in C~mv Bf s aroa. 2d Battal1.':m, 4th Morinos firod tw" artl.llol)" 
missi~ns ~n targots ')f ~p~rtunity. Rryun1s rop~rtod ~n targot but suryo1ll-
snao not avaUahlo. C'Elpany D rCj:"Jrted that a Marino aircraft accidont1a1~, 
dischargod a b01l1b that failod t~ r.xplode IIp''ll int>aot.EX>I1 pers.,nnel dis- ,. ,--,<-,-~' 
patchod t" Cl)mpany !)ts pl)stti~n ~ .. ~ diearmed b')l'llb. Regiment distributod c::: 
OporlltiOn ·'Plmf304;.e5~ I cp81'~tt6n "{JUnderbOlt... ~"'J!: 
4. Aug. Aggressive c')unt~rrUl<.l activity c~t1nUe6. An LVT waterbome. C~ 
patro'!" f~m 1st &ttaJ.;i.~ I,th Marines apprehended th1rt3"-two Vietnamese ,~ 
for viol,.ation of cu.ef'<Jl. All the Vietnamese were tlU':rled into RegimEntal ; C:..r:l 
Col1oott~n Po.int £'>r" scroming by a detacbnent from the 3d Counter- . c....r.J 
T·"<l1Ugen •• -team. HH fires by artUlery and tanks c-:mttnuod throughout =r; 
the night. A booch survey was made by Navy UDT pors'JI'Ule1 and 1st Force II = :. 
ReconnaiSsanco pursoIUlel who wOZ'o aboard the APD-l23. &1J'Vey was made I • • 

in tho vicinity ')f (BS 5ill). :; c::::J j 
~ Aug. Routino combat pat1"l)11ing an::l ambushes woro oxecuted in the TAORJ~ \., .--

?Never, no c')ntaot was made with the Viet CI)ng. 1st Battall':m, 4th Marinos 
watorb?nlo patrJl again approhondod a gMUP of Viotnameeo curfew v1.olat')ra 
in soven Viotnamoso 'Junks!'. 3d Battalbn, 3d Marinos preparing for Oporatbn 
Thun::1erb'Jlt. c" B, 3d RElc?nnaisaS'lco ]a ndod by halic'J{lter at O$OBoOH in 
tho vicinity ')f (BT 42l047) t') ccmnonco a f')ur day patr?l outsido tho T.flDR. 
Tho patMl sustainod -mo WIA as a rElsult ?f a b'J,)by trapped gronado. A 
small VC unit sufforod two KIA when they (;Jloountoroo tho patMl. Brigadior 
Gmoral F. J. KARCH, AOC, 3d Marino Div1sifJ1'l (FWD) displacod his or fr-:n 
Da Nang t., Chu Lei e.nd l")catod within tho por1Jn.otor ')f tho 4th MarinOS CP. 
~i:.Atg· OpLratbn Thundorbolt, a j'Jint "Per~tbn invl)lving 3d Battalion, 

s ltogim('nt, A..1VN, 3d Marino BattAl;lon, RVN, 3d Battalbn, 3d Marinos 
and a (3')I11lland Gr')Up, 4th Marinos, C'1ImlOrlcej this ::lato. Tho units oporlltod 
in the) bcalo s0uth of the SfJ1'lg Trc Bong R.iver in tho aroa boundod by as 
5991, 5984, 5088, 5084. Plannod usc I)f aU supporting anns was oxocutect. 
Two ~r1.nOB WIA Hero sustainod. <-j casualtios wore fw. Heat oasualties 
sustainod by 31 Btltt[llton, 3d M9rincs muntod t., forty-':mo. CI) B, 3d Roc·:m 
continued their docp roc'JmaissancCl patrolling an~l sustatnoc'l tW? lVIA. During 
the moming Adm1r<ll JOHSSQV, CINCF..'JJF'LEE'l', acc')Jll,Panie::1 by M Gm WALT, CO, 
3d Marine Division, and B Om Mc c-~TC~JE"N 'trLsitd the 4th Marinas CP and 
rec"otled a briofing. The 15'Snm gun .C_fttory (sp) ;:~. ;. landed in Vietnam t?uay 
f'Jr amployment with 3d Battalil)n, 12th Marines in gonoral support ')f the 4th 
Bmn08. Co K 3d Battalion, 4th Marines arrived t., preform the mission of 
Regimmtal Reserve whUe 3d Battalion, 3d"Marines executes Operation 
Thunderbr)lt • 
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7 ~Ut Oper.tion ThunI,Olt continued Into the s .. ond t of • seareh 
an (estMY missi"Jll. ARVN units engaged a small V'j,' e1'8nent." .~, ~. 
which was the 'Jnly c'Jntact :luring the clr,. The operatbn 'Has sueess.fUlly 
completed by 14ooH. 1st Battali.')n c'Jrimerlc()d an extmded patMl int') the 
western part 'Jf the TACR. CouP.any.B, 3d Room: omti.nu6$i patzrol-. - ,-
ling thoir Rec~issance Area ')f liespansil:ility 'Jutside the TAOR. 'lb.e 
C')J]]Uandant of the Thai Marine C')l1Js arrived f'Jr a briefing at the 4th 
Marinos OP. Co K, 3d Bat tal i!;)n, 4th Mar1nos dEparted Chu Lai airfield f')r 
return tr'i;:l to Hue Fhu Bai after c'EpletSng their assigned missbn as 
Regll..ental Reserve during Operatbn Thunderh:>lt. 
8 .A'~~. S'l~er fire was reduced t') a singlo round in the Rogimental TAOR. 
Patrol.1.ing and ambushing cl'.mtinuos on a dally basis. The Viet Omg evaded 
c')n'~act. A debriefing 'Jf Operati'JD. Thundorb')lt t')')k place. A.t 14J2H 
f'Jul' Vietnameso chUdren wore w')Ul1ded as a result 'Jf a dud they disO?vared 
in front r:>f the MLR in 1st BattaJ.i.')n, 4th Marines soct')r. The chUdrB'l waro 
evacuatoc1 to Co B" 3d Medical R'lttalbn fo1'" troatment. C-:nd1tbn of all ,:)~:) 
chilc1ran was ro;:nrtod aft grnd. Co:> B, 3d Rcc'JIl wore retractod by helio~tat:'~ 
One roo'Jll11Aissanco team was loft bohind t') o'Jnduct .further survoillMCO. 
9 Auf£'-' 3d p1at'ym" CrJInpany C, 1st Battoli0n, 4th Marines was m'Jving t') 
securo a LZ in tho vicinity ')f (."" ~~52050) whm a b')unding typo axpl')sivo 
charga dot~natod and eleven Mar~ z sustainod w')unds. C~paQY B (-), 1st 
B:lttalbn, 4th Marinos -:lporating :.., c'Jnjunctbn with Co C (-) .,bservod 
thirteen VC in tho vici.nity ?f (BT 421037) and callod f')r an artillary 
.fire missi<)n. Tho firo missiQIl was 0n targot and the VC sufferod threo ... 
kUlod. A sht)rt timo later C0 B (-) enct)unterod B'lmty m')rtar and r')ckot 
firo. Ono Marine.:. w')undod and tho VC sufforod <)ne killed. Ct) C ( .. ) 
again anc'Juntorod a VC b'Joby trap of prossura-ruloaso typo and sustainod 
tw'J wounded. Sh'Jrtly after, the VC were 'Jbserved an~ taken tmdor fire. 
Ono va killed and tw') w01!pons capt'.1red. C')lI\)any B, 3d Medical Battalion 
c0D!ploted thoir m<)vo t.., a new ll)Cati')n within tho Force V')gisticnl Su;:'lp'Jrt 
area. Ono team fM1'l1 1st Force BooOD was rotracted by helio"Pter at lBlOH. 
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10 Al!g,.~,relatively quiet day passtd without incident 1n 3d Battalion, 
3d Marines and 2d Battalion, 4th Marines sectorS. OP fa in 1st Battalion, 
4th Harines sector encounterd a small enemy probe. The highlight of the day 
occurred 'When General West!llOreland and a group of civilian dignitaries from 
Asian countries visited Chu Lai. A static display of a infantry rifle 
company and artillery weapons was provided. Major General Walt and Brigadier 
General Mc Cutcheon accompanied the visiting party. 2d Battalion, 4th MarineF 
continues to employ tanks firing H&I missions during the night. 
11_Au~. 1st and 2d Battalions, 4th Marines continued routine aggressive 
day/night combat patrolling. Co I, 3d B1ttalion, 3d Marines operating on 
the T~ung Phan Peninsula engageo the enemy in several fire fights. The 
Comp~"lY sustained three wounded as a result of small arms fire. Artillery 
fire silenced enemy tire, but confirmation of Viot Cong dead could not be 
made. At 1615H the Company CP received five rounds of 60mm mortar, no 
casualities were su~~ained,. ArtP.lery fired on suspected Viet Cong mortar 
poSition silencM' the incoming .aortar rounds. Viet Cong small arms fire 
was aeain received at 1845H; hmwver, poor marksmanship prevailed and no 
casual-:~1a" 3ustained. During tho ~.- ·mrs of darkness, Company D water-borne 
patrol r landed by LVT~s reported ? Marine missing, presumably drowned. 
A.ccident occured in vicinity of (' ~1·7608'7). Search and rescue missions 
were ccooucted without retrieving ·J()c ... y. 
12 Aug. i.dvanco pC1.rty of Headquarters, 7th Marines and 1st Battalion, 7th 
Marines arrived at Chu Lai. Major General T'lalt visited 4th Marines CP in 
the aftt'rnoon. ,\ search continued for the missing Marine from Company D, 
1st Battalion, 4th Marines. A combat patrol conducted by a platoon from 
Company B located two Viet Cong hidingUl.aoavein the vicinity of (Br 446105) 
and captured both. No other enemy contact was achieved during the day. 
1'3 Aug. Company :s, 3d Reconnaissance Battalion and Detachment, 1st Force 
Reconnaissance commenced Operation Camel with a helicopter-borne movement c:::: 
to the objective area. Seven reconnaissance teams were left in the . ~ 
Reconnaissance Area of Responsibility as the rest of the main body were . c:-:) 
retracted at 1600H. The body of the miSSing Marine from Company D was ,----
discovered by a member of the Vietnamese Popular Forces and turned over to ~ 
the 1st Bo.ttalion, 4th Marines. An airstrike vJas executed shortly after C/':) 
midnight in the vicinity of (BS 4598). Target information indicated it to be S!2: i 
a Viet Cmr, tIT. ining base. IUlago aSBBSSDHnt·1':$s"nDt available. =:c! I 

14 Aug. 1st Sattalion, 4th Narines connnenced Opcr;).tion Baron involving r-r-I :,' i 

Companies A,B and C. Company;, moved into a blocking position and Company B c:::J i 

landed in area of operation by helicopter. Company C moved by armor convoy··--'" 
to dicmount point, joined with Company B and commenced patrol to search and 
destroy. Company B discovered a booby trap conSisting of a French grenade. 
3d Da:.talion, 3d Marines landed Company M by helicopter on the Trung Phan 
Peninsula to search for and destr0~ Viet Gong forces. Company M encountered 
enemy sniper fire tlrougllout the ~:.~r and with effective close in artillery 
support killed two Viet Congo Cor1pany M did not sustain any: casualities and. 
in addition captured the first Chinese manufactured rocket launcher in the 
Division. Launcher was believed t '.,," a Chinese mod$l of the Russian Anti-
tank rocket launcher, ~PG2. 
15 Aug. The ilegirnental Commander tt- ,;. ~d the defensive positions of the 1st 
Battalion, 4th Marines during the morning hours. Two company size .,J combat 
patrols were conducted to search for and destroy Viet Cong and guerrilla 
units in the ilegimental TAOR. Enemy contact was not made during the patrols. 
Two incidents of sniper fire were reported. 2d Platoon, Company C. 3d Tank 
B::.ttalion conducted H&I fires in direct support of 2d Battalion, 4th Marines. 
Company ~, 3d Reconnaissance Battalion continues on their mission in the 
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Reconnaissance Area of Hesponsibility. One reconnaissance team was 
compromised am requested retr:-:ction. During the retraction, on!i'.ot the 
helicopters received small ams fire without sustaining casualtbo;". 
Retaliation with an airstrike silenced enemy fire. 
16 Aug. Enemy sniper fire resulted in one wounded sustained by the 1s~ 
Battalion, I.j.th K1rines. Brig1dier General Karch, ADC, 3d Marine Division 
visited with the men of 1st Battalion, 4th Marines and Jd Battalion, 3d 
Haril' ·,s. 3d Platoon, Company C, 3d Tank Battalion fired H&I missions during 
the night in direct support of 3d Battalion, 3d Marines. Major General 
Walt visited the 4th Marines area and gave the order to CO, 7th Marines 
to ex~cute a search and destroy filission with attachment of the 2d Battalion, 
4th l,:nrines and 3d Battalio:1, 3d Marines. The operation had been gi1llA 'the 
code name Operation Star lite. 
~:}K. 2d ?~ttalion, 4th Marines and 3d Battalion, 3d Marines completed 
plarE.ing for Operation Starlite .... Company M departed for Trung Phan 
Peninsula to establish a blockirg position for Operation Starlite. During 
the morning, approx~"llata.1y 100 -" iotllameae ·ri~ted· in protest of a tull.doeEl' 
being used by the Seabees to a[_~Jt in constructing Junk Fleet 15 
Headquarters located in 1st Batt~lion, 4th }hrines sector. The riot was 
quelled, no Marines involved. A ':--1..10 airstrike outside the TAOR was 
executed in respon3e to intellip'·::-;~~ reports concerning Viet Cong bunkers, 
trenches and fortifications. Eff..,-:":ive 1600H Co L, 3d Battalion, 4th Marines, 
Company H, 2d Battnlion, 3d Marine~ and Company C, jd Reconnaissance 
Batt.:1.lion attached to 4tb ·l.farines to defend MLR in 2d Battalion, 4th Marines 
area. Co B, 3d Jeconnaissance Battalion deSignated Regimental Ueservo 
effective 18 August 1965. Co 0, 1st Battalion, 7th Marines attached to 1st 
lattalion, 4th Marines operational control effective 18 August 1965. 
18 Aug. 4th }brines issued Frag Order 11-65 which set forth the defense 
plan while two infantry battalions, 2d Bn, 4th Marines and 3d Bn, Jd Marines 
were conducting a search and destroy mission, Operation Starlite. The Frag 
Order contained instructions f~r an increased defense posture during the 
period 18.25 August 1965, which was considered critical by the Commanding 
Officer. 1st Battalion, 7th Marines came under operational control 4th 
Marines and replaced Jd Batt3.lion, 3d Marines on the MLR. 1st Battalion, 
4th ~~rines and 1st Battalion, 7th Marines had nothing unusual to report. 
2d B~,ttalion, 4th Mo.rines departed by helicopter at 06)OH for Operation 
Starlite controlled by Headqm.rters, 7th Marines. 3d Battalion, 12th Marines 
displaced three 155 howitzers (Sp) roward to support Operation Starlite. 
Mortar Battery heli.lifted at 0921H for Operation Starlite. Lieutenant 
Gene:~'l.l Krulak accompanied by Majnr General v/alt arrived 4th Marines CP. 
MOen ~.Jalt gave the order to land .,jLF, 3d Battalion, 7th Marines in support 
of Operation Starlite. At the om of the 1st day the Harines sustained 
sixt0en KIA and 113 WI! during Operati0n Starlite. Casualties for the Viet 
Cong mounted to ove .. ' 100 killed but exact count not ~mc.:o'·duc t& t.IlO' boterll!t1t\r 
of the battle. Comrn!Jnding Generc.~, 1st Marine Air 1,Jing, Brigadier General ~ 
Me Cutcheon arrived 4th Marines";~ at 1,500H for a briefing. 
19 Aug. Units within the TAOH continued their increased defense posture in 
view of the Viet Cong threats concerning aD attack on the Chu Lai Airfield 
during the anniversary of the OV'::2tr,row of Japanese and French domination. 
12th r'.i>.rines expended 325 rounds b 8Upport of Operation Starlite. Company 
B, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines dis:c~~'!hed a patrol to An Tay (1) to 
investigate reports of 80-100 helmeted troops located in village, search 
failed to discover any enemy. Units on the ML1 maintained increased security 
and no enemy c::-:ntacts were reported. 2d Battalion, 4th Marines and 3d 
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Battalion, 3d Marine's C0ntinuc' ~,or:::\tion Starlite undor O'p'::'cltil)11al control 

of CO, 7th Marines, Cor;>nny G1 3:l 'l'anks lost one gun tank to many action 

during Opcrati~m Stnrlito, =;:.:' . ~'!' S(;.'c;l)nd d3y in a r0W Lieutenant General 

Krulak, Majo:;," Gonu!'.::.:': Halt. OL"C. T;ri<:1-iJr General l1c Cutcheon visited 4th 

~arine8 CPt 
20 Aug.., 2d Batta1bn, lith M::\rir,,/' ' ... : 3d B:lttalion, 3d Marines roturned 

from Op,Jration Starlito. l.st Da,~l'j.X'l, 7th Harines revorted to ~erational 

contT'r;l of -Gheir pl1.rent unit. All ,;,:.ts conductod' aggressive combat patrols 

and aJ'ilbushes uith0ut makinc c0ntact o 2d Battalion, 4th Marines continuod to 

mai,ntain excollent rolatbns with local Vietnamcse~ The people of Ky Lien 

vLll:lgo wiU help tho Battalbn bund its Ch:1Pol. 12th Marines continuo to 

s:.:;oport Op oratbn starlit 0, expended :L1.2 rounds nnd in addition fired 200 

l''1unds H&I firos for 1st Battal i.on, 4tL If]~:rillQs. Admiral Hooper CTF 76.5 

vL:;ited at 4th Mnrinos CP. Company B, 3d RCCQlmaissance Battalion was 

designatod Hc[;l.monto.l Roserve, 
2J AU("'g Co 0, 1st Battalion, uth Marines was designated 3S Regimental 

"f'i;S(j':~e. Company B, 3d Reconnissan'Jo Battali ... m dcp18yed in 1st Battalicn IS 

a't'ljp~,'l bC~3tor dofr:nsiYo pr.:;sUion:;." 1st P.attalion, 4th Marines reported . 

thu au; ido;l'~al WO\'U' '-line; of " 7ietnam' ~J 0 fcm:.Uo \\ThCl ha d violated the curfcw. 

2d E"lf;t<i~:..i')n, 4th l1arinos did not rr,an tho NLR but "cre in resorve aftor 

rot,)):,";' "ng from Opcl'ati-Jn Starlito. i'~i.ts fr'Jln tho 3d Marinos and 4th Harjnos 

macln.:, t,hr: MLR. RL'P')rt roceived 1.; -:.~ H::1!'ino Liaison Officor at Binh Son 

tnd:.i::·',ed tvI') Viet C':mC; C0r" ',:1ios insid,:] sJuthnrn portion of TAOR. Immediate 

act~r"l taken, flnre plnno :,rod {j)'~;illQry 'ir ... umination usod, all units 

noti/ied. EhClll~r vms not oL::;orvcd and alort coased by early morning hours, 

Aggr':ssive combLlt patrolling conr,':"nued, no mcmy obsorved.- ~ 

22,':.B' 'Company...4., 3d Rec0nnai.ssance BattaJ.ion, Company H, 2d Battal1?n, ~ 
3d ::~ines and Compnny L, 3d Battalbn, 4th M3rincs l..rere relieved and c1E:part~ 

for sneir parent un its. A TPQ---10 airstrike on suspected Viet Cong supply ~ 

point vicinity eDT '121039) was '..')nciucted at 1100H '-lith aircraft from FM.A'troJ'. ' C/:) 

Company A, 1st AmTrnc :&ltta!ior, Comp.:::.ny C, 3d Tank Battali0n and Company B, c.r.;) 

3d Jt.nti-Tar..k BattalicJn continue to suppo:.:'t 7th Marines on Operation Starlitc.:::r:; 

CompJi1Y B, 3d Reconnaissance Battalion completed thoir assigned defensiV'e r-r=i 
mi%i:;n at l300H. Company L su,-:c ::,.lLd one w)undod as a result of enemY actWnc:::::J 

in tho vi~ ini ty (B'r ~64017). 
23 AUI;. ~gr;rL'ssive patrolling arr..: ,-mbushes conducted in TAOR without makinc 

6YiO'ffiy'contact, COITlP.:my I, 3d Bat talbn assi8l1od mission as Regimontal 

Rescrvo. A critical shortage of spare parts has resulted in Co A, 1st AmTwc 

Battalion's ability to provide only eleven LVT1s for combat support of the 

ReGiment. Civil Affairs program has initiated policy of providing local 

Vietnamese 'Hith capb.'Ilod Viet Cong cloth ine. Medical training school con .. 

ducted in vi1lnco of An Tan graduated class e>f 24 this day. Compmy B, 3d 

Reconnaissance Bnttalion cOl'mlmced Opf.'l'ation Old Gold to gather intel1iemcl; 

of Viet Cong movement outsido the western bordL'r of the TAOR. 

24 Aug. Continuous combat patrollinf, and ambushes has thwarted all Viot 

CrJng attmrpto t'J penotrate the MLF., A:c'~u.".!_c't'Y fired -:m Viet Cang platoon at 

oB12H and rcr))rtoc1 killing ffJur VC. HaJ'a::;sinc: and interrJicti'ln fires Contiill' 

to plaguo VC un.its ')utsido the R~imental TAOR. Activity within tho 4th 
Mnr~! os TAOR rc.nnainec1 calm throur;h'J'lt tho dt::y. 

2~ }'::~.G. ilie Re[~imontal TAOR remained quiet but nat c')JTlplac8l1t. Company C 

j)j7:i,.,)n size pntr)l recci'r(d moderate sniper fire while on patrol in wester!' 

p~:'\', ')f 1st futtali')nls sc:~tl)r. The patr')l agc:rcssively returned firo, 

atvcked tho snspoctud loc3tion and apprehended four VC~.. Helic'Jpters v1C:rc 

re(1;ostod to C;vClcuate thQ ves ::Hid as they i-lore loading, came undEI' small 

arrrs fire. Tho patrol 1-Jas also taken under sniper fire 'and reactod 
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by calling in artillery and an airstrike. The patrol advanced after the 
fire missioh without receiving f~"e, No cas\lalties were sustained nor were 
any VC bodies discoverd. Divisic -: .:" eration Order 327-6,5, realignment of 
the T!~QR and assignment of a T;~O.~ +, 7th Marines, was ordered to be executed. 
Co C, 3d Tanl..: D.:.tto.lion returned fr01TI Operation Sta.rlite. One tank had been 
destroyed while engaged with Viet Cong and othe~ tank$ in the company 
sustained damages in need of repair. Operation Old Gold continued with 
success. Numerous VC sightings "Tere reported •• "..n airstrike was oalled upon 
a VC gathering of about 150 personnel. Due to the time of day and the 
distance from the target confirmation by body count could not be made; 
however. air w~s on target. Admiral Brown and Admi~al Wellhan, Bureau of 
Medicine received a briefing by the 4th Marines Staff and were escorted on 
a tour of Medical facilities. 2d BQttalion, 4th Marines conducted a 60mm 
mortar FInEX preparing for future tactical employment of the mortar when 
sufficient ammunition is available. Civil affairs officers in the Regiment 
were busy throughout the day with aSSigned task,.2d Batt~lion, 4th Marines 
discussed Civil Affairs matters with District Chief and liaison personnel 
from I Corps •. 11. Medical Training School class graduated twenty-four students 
this d~te. Diplomas were presented by the Regimental Executive Officer. 
Project Handclasp supplies i;ero received and distributed to all units. 
26 I~ug,. Enemy probes incro' ~ ,jc,i-.roughout the day; however, no penetrations 
of V:e HLIlwere i11Clde. 2d ';,,:; JbE .J, 4th l1arines employed one flame tank for 
night mission to burn. brush and act as a psychological deterrent against the 
ve. ',peration Old Gold, Co D, 3d Reconnaiss.'ltloe Ikltto.lipn continued with 
mor6 VC sightings reported. Infantr,y Battal16ns continued Civil affairs 
matters by distributing supplies for Project Handclasp. 3d Buttalion, Jd 
Mlrines rebcated i~s CP in prercl.i.·ation for the final withdrawal from the 
7th Marines Tl.OIl. 1st Battalion. 4th Marines conducted a FIREX with 60mm 
mortars. 
27 A-q,g. 3d Battalion, 3d Marines v1ere relieved on the MLH. by 7th }farines 
and m:wed to a tacticalb1voUBO b{31--~nri the MLl1.. 2d Battalion, l}th Marines 
reported. friendly artillery fraw' ~jts that detonated in air due to heavy 
rains. No injuries were sustained. Lt Battalion, 4th 11arines continues 
w1terborne patrol to prevent infiltration by sea and inland water ways. 
Small enemy probes occurrddduring the hours of darkness without injury 
to front line }k~rines. Co ~, 3d Reconnaissance Battalion was retracted 
fro~ their observation post upon completion of a successful operation, 
tlV",,!' '::,' . . ':.j :1'1.~nc~rv:.: 'VCw0ri: Siijhtadi:f thoir "'.re'l of recc·nn.:lissance. 
28 Auft Eh8Il\Y' c'Jntact was reduced t'J 000 inciu€llt during the uay. COlr\Ja11iY' 
!I, Is Battalbn, 4th Marines plato?n patr'Jl 1-Tas fired up?n by snipors in 
the vicinity 'Jf (BT 440055). A squad agc;ressivaly assaulted in tho directt·:m. 
fr0m which the fire carne .. but the merny with::lrow with'Jut a trace, At 

16J.5H, the Marine liaiscm ':lfncar at Binh Son re-p'Jrted that an 1nfo~ 
indicato:1 2000 Viot C-::ng had m0ved t? (BT 4400). The area was imnec.~ata1.y 
saturated by artillery fire and TPQ-10 air strikes wero planned for a 
twelve hour perbd. CI')JIl:;-a rry H d~arted frQlll 2c! Battalion, 4th Marinoo 
with a lilat'J?n i'r0m C::Jnpany B, 3d Roo'Jnnaiasanoa Battalbn. Canpany B 
rernai.nod in the aroa the f0l1'JWing day. C'J1llpany H had nothing to 17eport. 
The ;u BattalirJn, 3d Marines c')mplotod their- rolief of the lines and 
relin-pishec1 resp?nsibUity b 1s-:, BattalV:m, 7th Marines. 3d Battali:cn 
m?ved into tacticalb1voU8C. awaiting as!>ipunent ':If a missi'JIl. The 

Civii Affairs Officer frr.m 1st Battalion, 4th Marines completed a stuctv 
':If the edncatiooal.systems in Ky Ha village. Nati""lnal Br?adcasting C~any ~/ 

.- #'~. 
~~ 
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--ne\1smen wore eseorlttoUGhout tho Chu Lai nrea b~h~iVil Affairs 
Officer, 2d Battalion. 
~. 1st Battalio~ 4th }furinos conductod aggressive sqund and platoon 
~ patrols without locnting the enemy. 3d Platoon, Conpany C oon­
ducted a patrol on Ky Xuan I"land acconpnnicd by a locnl inf6rDCnt.~~d 
intorprctm' in nnticipntion of l;)cntlng Viet Cong caves and Orma caches. 
COrlpany H, 2d Battalion continued its patrol for the second daY,\.fithout 
nnkillg onctJy contact. 3d Datto..lionrCDtdns in tnctical bivouao behind _ 
1st JJattal1on, 7th l-nrincs ;ILR. Company I and tHO platoons from Company 
L provided airfield d€fons0..· The now 3d ilattalion CP il~~ ostablished 
at (13T 530022). Co:tpany tI, !kl Tr-,.,.k Battalion contiTll~ - to ,r.!4la1r 
dD.r:lUgo sustained uhUe .)'1r;::..;;od \" ~h the enor;lY On0:i.1oN·.tion Starli to, 
3d Dattalion, 12th Hnrinos reported killing two Viot Cong and wounding 
ton as a ltecmlt of a fire nissior. Company D, 3d Roconnnis~nnco Dattalion 
reportod capturing tuolve VCS whj'! e seeking infor!Jlltion conoorning the 
movencnt of 2000 Viet Cong into tiC vicinity of (DT 4400). Civil Affairs 
Officer fron 2d Dnttalion, MJD-IO c., 1 Hfl.G-12 hr:.d lunch wi tn the District 
Chicf, Ly Tin, to discuss plans for Chu Lui Villnee. Detaohmont, 1st, 
Force Reconnaissance waS detached, offcctiv0 this date. 
)0 ll.lag. 1st Dattalion, 4th JIarinoo, in rcoponoe to an intelligence report 
fran Dictrict Chiof, Ly Tin, dispntohod a platoon to tho vicinity 
of (BT 4407). Tho po.trol recoived autolJutic ,"TORpons f!lre find attackod 
in tho direction of the firoJ however, the Viet Cong had ill ready ALudod 
the attnckor::J. Conpnny D plntoon pll.trcl rer,lnined on Ky Hoa Island 
overnight and established a porinotor to safe~:uard the roloading of an 
1ST at tho ra.np in tho ticinity of (BT 522118). 2d Batto1ion thwnrtoc'\· 
two fo.t teupe of probos of thoir liJIor without sustaining ony caounlt.ies. 
COJilpnny 1., 3d 13attnlion provided Jne platoon for security uhile illl-. 

loading the LST. The Anti .. Tank platoon attAlched toJd futtll.Honreportod 
observinG n l'llln in front of their poaition. The lfarines illuminated 
El1).d. fhed but did not' find n body. CompAny B, 3d Reco~nnissa..'1ce Conpnny 
Cl1spatched n platoon patrol at 1800Hto Ob03CM'O the high ground "'''est of 
hill 410 (DT 408999). .Tho HodCo.p progl"a.oO cont~.nuod to trout. Viet-' " 
nafile~o villur;on::. Ovor 200 ViotnUlJOac \oToro troo.tc)(f th1r. dr.to, a1 
Batto.lion, ltD-lO und HII.G-12 vtil] COOpC'I'tJ.to to bui1cl a sot of jrtnelo 
bars and merry-eo-round for tho ohildronof Chu, Lai; Village •.. 
lL Aug. lot Dnl 4th ; I-brirwCl pl?-f\tll.inod2 KIA and 4 WIA. too.a,v lIhcn a 
patrol .frOll D Conpn.ny ran ;lrlto a 811Spcctud nino field at (BT· 4200S4). 
~ ;h!oi 'tlol di:;~OVt;ry ot"o.· booby trap, l:1ombors of th9 pntro~. ~ya.rrcod. 
In so doing 0:1(: of the llOnbcrs ~. donated 0. nine, whicb cc;lusca tBo. 6 
cn:ninltic:J. Wounc_cc1_ personnel Horo cvo.cuntoa to D Hod, .and the ror.lO.in:i.ng' 
patrol nC!1~bcrs retracted their; c teps ~nck to Highway 1 fOl' pick up. 
Tho areo.- -of tho, incident vlnS th:T t,c.l::on unQoJ;' zone artUlo:.·y nrb iE o.n 
area Of 6ooX900 ilotors. No: :f,\ll't: '~ 2..ctien reported in t4at ai."oa.. 2d. 
Bnttnlionn area wn.c tnovon ~l.t; 'n:hout . .tho day, Pa.tro111 estnbliShoQ 
not with no OllUj.!y uctivit~· •. 3d Da·",ilc.lion rcniilincd 1;1. dofc1.l-fliv6 pOilitions 
bohin~ t~o HLR. One pIn toon rorw.in(,d D. 'c. tach0c1 to 1/4 for security of 
tho new LST ro.r,lp) during. off londing~ At .:t 905H secruri t~' olQf.,lents of . 
3/l·Zhc['.l'd 8-10 SlAts nhots rit,vl~)(DT 5ib.3). S~veillD.ncQ.of the oroa 
prooucod nothing. blter in tho ovoninG ~-t lSUn nnQutos bnd an 
accidental dischc.rgo. A l;i,ght s.Qc~ion fron Cc' :~ roturnl~g i t9 t~oir. , 
positionn at Co H hnd tho nccidontal c1isch:·rgc. . 2 civilinn construction 
wor~ctS riding in a vqhicle bchhd. tho O)1too ~ltJ:r-e injlWod i'rOl"J .tho bacl:­
blast· apd flyi!lg ~lo.sn frolil thQi~v(i)hiclo win(~shiold. They vere treated 
by corpsman fron Go H, uno. I'oJ.Ol;t~~d., ., At 19J5Wtbi:;: IIeadCl\larter~ roceived 
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word !)f a suspected va attack ')f tho Chu Lai Area. All units alartod. 
Ono hour later a If Flash" rep.,rt was roceived stating that V.e were located 
at (BT 509(02) and (B'r 530975). Immediate area saturati')ll ~ artUlErY' 
commmced as did numer'.)usairstrikes. Due t? the onset of dark n') 
surveillanoo w~s p?ssibles As of 2400H, no attack materialized. Co 
B, 3d Rocon c?ntinues wit'h operatt?n uChest9l'field"With n?, mflW o-:nhct. 
Civl_-:' Affairs Offioers .randilodat . .JJa. Jlang··.'tm~. ·a·j;i~ illaus 
Can :'ur EIlC e. 

-8- .... 
DECLASSIFIED 


