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4th M:lrine Reg:bnsnt ( .. ) (Rein) Col Wm. t. DICK 

strroRDIN lTE UNITS . ..-
B!l.ttalion Landing T6am 1/3 (1-6 Nov 67) LtCol A. I. Tml7AS 1st Battalion 4th Marines (1-21 Nov 67) ttCo1 E.A. nJllTtU 2d &ttal1on 26th Marines (17-21 Nov 67 )LtCol Do. D. CHAPLIN lst Blttalion 9th }!arines (20 .... 30 Nov 81)LtCol J. F .• }tt~CHELL 3d &ltta.lion 26th ~rines (l,...30 Nov 61) LtCol H. Lo. ALDE1l1AN 

2 • to C'tTION 

1 ... 30 r-Tovember 19611 Camp EVANS, PHO'tro...Dm,t l)lst.J'!b6, TRUA-TBlEH proV!itCtI Republic of VIET ... R\M. . ,,,' 

.3. Wl'AFF OFF! OERS • 
Elcecutive Of'£ic!31" 

s..l/Ildjutant 

5.2 
5-.'3 
~M ' 
RegilOOntaTr.~edi·ca 1 Officer 
~g.imen1!aJ Ch.~plain " 
Communication Officer 
Air Liaison Officer 

Ltco 1 J. l1.~ McGEE 
(1-21 Nov 61) 

; LtCol G. :r-1~' EcCAIN 
.' (22 ... .30 Nov 67) 

2d Lt B. J. SHAHAN 
(1-11 Nov 67) 

.'.~ . 1st Lt J .. L. CADY 
(12 ... 30 !k)v 67) 

'Major J. L. FOHLER 
·~-~---,~·,··--,"·~t1j6't .. J. D. BIDrs 

M-ljor D. ~. M),RRIS 
I.e" s~~'·J';'·'F'~V<ENSTEIN, NC, USHR 
Cdi' J. W. Q)HJl,L, ClIe, USN 
Major r. 4. m-SINGER 

.',' .... ' ;fJtqol J. Rl~N, Jr 
--= ... -·~-'-t~'20 ~Tov 67) 

__ ... , ..... f t :'-. ' •. ~. .. .. ,T .. ~ _--''"" ,> '! ~ 'r . .,._ . ' . 
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PARr II 

P.A.R~.!IY~ S.I¥'~!A.~ .II1tl1:'ing the reporting' period Hea.dquarters 4th l'hrines completed 

t>perat1on GR~~TrrE, oommeneed Oper,'ltion ~iroSHJ and cwducted Oparation 

Q)VE. ll1hile detailed after action reports have ooen or wilt be sub­

mitted on each operation;) the high lights of ~!O"J"c'tltbElZ-' 8 activit108 a.~ 

as .:f'ollows: 

5 November 1967 - 1~/312,6 chopped oPCOtJ to 2/26. L/3/26 Mopped OP(mr 
f.rom2/26 to 3/26. 

6 November 1967 .. 4tlf: IfaI"~es chopp¢ Blll' 1/3 OPCO~' to 9th Mlrines. 1 liovemoor 196'7 - I'hjGen B. A., HOCBr-WTlI visited Carl4' lWANS from 1600H 
to 1620H; l-1:tjGen R. L. NUR1-\y visited Camp EV',~NS from 
1645~ t~ l70SH ~ 

11 lJcNerilber If)67 - Hn~n B. ,\.. f.()ClU'1UTH v~ited CalnP, EVAnS' from 1135H 
to 12Co,H. 

13 lrovan~ ~"67, -:-. 0/1/4 ~hopped OPCON f~m l/4 to 2/26., 1, No:v:~'ber. 1967 - K/J/2~, d!ppped oProN from 3/26 to 3d AX rh. 17 ~toyerg¥r J5)67 - 2/26 chopped OPWN to 4th It"lrines li'l november 1S'~7" -, 4th ~h,r:jn~s Cmd orp "AIL ffi1d ,1/4<-) displaced to 
.. ' pJnJ~l3At t,Q con1L~ca Operrttion COVE. 20 November ~cq -, D/l(9 oh,?pp,~d. QPO;>N from 1/9 to 3/26. 21 November 1967 - D/1/9, chopped. OPQ)~r frpm 3/26 to, 1/9. K/3/26 chopped 

OPOO?!from,3d,AT fu, to,3/26. 4th t~rines chopped Det Co 
B 1st '\mtrac 'Eh OPGON tp 1st Amtrac !h., Chopped 1/4 
Cmd Glop 1\ gl, B/1I4 nnd D/l/h Oi'.CON,to 00, 3d r~rDiv. 
Termi~te~ Operation COVE. 22 NO"lember lc;67 - 4th. Jv1'ar:ines, Cnn, Grp. \I Air returned to Camp EVAm. 24 ~Jovember 1967 - lJ/lh chopped, OPOON from 1/9, to 2/26. M/3/26 chopped 

. opoon Irpm 2/26 to, 3/26. BrigGen L. HETZGER visited 
Camp .~IAH$ from 142PH to 143~. Congressmn James mOL 
(D/Tex::-s) v~si~e,d ,C;nnp, li11.!WS ,.from Ilt40H to 1$20H. 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL Ilsrn~G OF smnlFICA:NT ElTI~'lT5 

A. Combtt Mi~Sions Assigned. 

1. In ac~r~a.nce m:~ 3d Marine hiV1s:i.on~6peration Order t)6~7 the 
combat missions assigned the 4th }'la.rines for Operation NEbSHO llere as 
follows: . . 

(a)T~ 'Oalduct se':\rch "and destt·oy operations 1n th$ PIDNG-DIEN 
District. 

(b) Conduo.t patrol and ambl.sh opei'atiotlB to mterdict enenw lines 
of communications. 

( c) Conduct extensi:ve prucho logioal operations. 
1 _ .. ' 

Cd) r~dnto.in direct l1aison with the PHNTG-DIEl'" District Ohief 
and 1st Infantry Division CU~TN) Forces in adj'lcent aJL"eas. 

(~) Provide Sll~po~t as ~equestedto: 1st Inr~l'ltrY J'Jivision (,uz\1llY) 
Forces c6ndu~ing' unilateral or combined .perations in PRONG-DIElT District 
with~ oapabilities. 

, :~ 

2. For Operation GR=trrrE the missions assigned the 4th rfurines were: 

~~;,:' :c';' ea) Conduct combat operations in vc/tn!,~ Base Area-U4. 

(b) C'lpture and destroy ~6my1ogistics cn.cQ.a8, irista 1lati.ons 
and equipBent. . 

'~t.~ :., "'!J" .,; ;' I '~~ c~· " • ,~: '~', '("> :,r:"'~;"': .. ' .~\ ": .~\,1 .~~":";)' , 
(c) Obtain :intelligence, :md ld 11 or capture eneny moountered. 

, . :~ ~:" .1~.~, 7, "';' .. ~~.~.~ ~~. ~'. ~~,~.:.-:~ ~~., ';" 

J~. "F'6r c:perabion··C<JrE't.he misi;lions assigned the 4th Ytarines were: 

~~,-.-,:.; j;), ~c~duct m~i~i-oott~{~~~ ~~~~~~~~>'d!~~~~ op~r~t~~~~'~ ~' 
PfJU~LO C area • 

. (b) hev~tenemy j,nterd1ctions'of the, PHU-BH~ l3n.se·Vita 1; . 
~~" t"'Hl!-LOO D:i.&tciot Irq .md Route Cbe within OA. 

4. 3,d; i·Tar;n~ liiv~tO'I1 '~()rdl:!r 03300.4. requ:l.res uni'G oomllBnders . ". 
PJ:"oy~de"fQ~ tl?-~ s~ourity <"'.nd dei'eLHle of imJt!.i.llat1ons and Vital areas 
1n theiX' respective operating a.reas. 'I' he CO_l~ding orficer, 4th }!arines 
as B:1.se ~Bord:!rua to ~'. Ca,TP.:P. . w~ ~·0 t~, the.:r<' f'ql·l? .. ~re~s'l 'P1e for the 56 curl ty 
and defense ot Camp EV:ll![3 to inclutle personrel, t:1quipl'1ent and insto lllltions 
k>Ct·,te~ t~~rein+" '0' . ;. "' ., : '1; 7; i,'I, ' 

a·' S:riE:ific1t\r~~r;~ion~~~nd~cte~r"":" " '." t .~, ~. 

~ ~ -;:r~"';.':~ f~:': '~·;.n; '··t v~ 

: ., ~ '!.\:~ ":.: ~ -t~ i'~':: \.W'~~, 1.~ 't ' '( ~ "'", 

t":: 
.;'i, 

':.(" t:":". :.;:,t:~.~~~fc '~}t .\~;~~ . .-!, 
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, . 1.. ~oration NEOSHO connlfmced on 1 trOY 67 as the 4th J'krines f major 
effort in its operati~ area.. ExtenBive mnal1. unit patirolL'l a.nd amtushee 
were a dai 0/ event designed..1~~ interdict enelTW' lines or comr.unieations 
and destroy vc"ixrvA forces .,$earch and destroy operations, in conjunct1cn 
with several civic actipp J?:r:'ojects were conducted dur.1.ng the month 
throughout t.hl9 NEnSHO Qf4.~" Ccnstruction projects along National Route 
One were oont.in'-te<t.··~th' the 4th I'Jarmes providing e8curi ty. Dail;y pa tro~ 
and night amrushefl wore condtlcted to provide close in security for Oanp 
EVANS. 

'2. Operation GRAH,tTE wal. ~mpleted en 6 NO'I' 67. 'rw. Marine infantry 
battalions in aonjUftCtion with a lst Infanhy Division (A..."1.W} Task Force 
conducted a major search and destroy/.> operation in eMnw &88 Area-l14. 
1l!sults from the operation were .34 WA KIA (Conf), b,7 NVA KIA (Prob), 
one VC KIA (Prob) and SEVen lWC. 

, 3. Ope~atiCil COITE was conducted }~td 17-21 Nov 61 with uth Marine 
forces conSisting of 1st m t.th ~ar and"aQ En 26th ~.~ 1 Rag1mentalOmd 
Grp "A" displaced to PHU-PAI Comba~. BaSt! t.b <lQtl<l\l.-ct, -I.~ ~ ... ·qtl·Jon. 

c. 9~.9'Ual~i!~_~~teg ?~~ ~~~ W )~\h ,~ Reg\': 
~ -;."' 

KIA (0) . KIA (p) 

VC 14 
lIiV'A '1.3 

. 'I ,. . . . ~ 

va 29 
lITVA 20 

E.' ~ew TechniCfl:eB 'Eine1oyed: None. 
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regulatory procedures for the estabUsmnent and oontrol of nomal base 
activities within the grO'.dng Camp EVANS area. 

3. In matters ConcerniDG coordination \v,;.th local civilian and 
military offi01,als, the Eeg:iJnant,'11 Oommander mainta.\ned constant 
comrmmic;ltior.s and liaison vdth 1st Inrantry Div_~sicn (ARiJN~ un.Lts 
dist'.·~ct chiefs from 2djacer.t districts through thai:;.' U.S. AdlTisors. 

4, Contact with Division Headquarters and adjacent regimental 
COll1ID1I1d echelons was mainta.ined through normal comnnnd/control communication" 
chalmels and comnand/staff v'isits. . 

G. ,§quiRmen 1 

1. The 4th !<Jfnrines recleived a 50 foot oooervation tower on 7 
November 1967 to be employed in perimeter s~curity. 

2. Three additional lIott erstl a.rrived on 8 November 1967 for emergency 
winter monsoon resupp~ requirements. 

3. Receiv<)d four Illulti...purpca6 16 fact bRrges with out.board 
motors on 28 November 1967. 

H. !9g!sti q~ 

1. Supply - Primary source of supPl..v remained FI.SG....A, PHt1-BU~ 
There were no shortages during the period. 

2. ]esupp1t' 

(a) Helicopter r8aupply for the month of November was routine 
'\', for Operation l,TEO·SHO. Th-re were feur emergency resupplies during the 

. month in support of Operation GR1NITE. 

(b) See Tab (A) for helicopter resupply weights. 

3. J!~spo rtatior: 

(a) 3d Hr En provtded truck aupport, including one platoon :in 
general ~porl, and trucks "as required" for supply from PHU ... B\I. One 
platoon attached to Bl.T 1/3 was used in direct support from 1 through 6 
}'lovember. 3d Bn, 12th }fur provided support on an "aa required" baSis, 
transportin~ 136 tC'ns, 4,050 troops, for a total of 8,336 miles. 

(b) 6 Nov - Trans"fA')rted ILT 1/3 to CM1-1O. 

13 JlTov -. Tr::-~~lsport9d onE:! Oompany of 1/4 too PHU ... BAI. 

11 No" .... Transport ee' :r8ma.'nL1g companioo 1/4 to PHU ... :an. 
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18 Nov - Advance Party 1/9 ar~~ed Camp EVANS. 
, ," 

19 Nov ... COTll'leted transporting 1/4 rGtl.; to PHU ... BAJ: 

19 Nov - Two oompanies and Cmd G~l'p 1/9 arrived Camp ElJANS. 

20 Nov.,. Reminder 1/9 arrived Canp EVANS. 

23 ~Tov ,- First increment 1/9 rear arrived Camp )wANS •. 

25 Nov ... Transported two companies and Cnrl Grp 1/4 to 
DONG . ..HA. . 

,', < 

'l7 Nov - Second increment 1/9 roar 9.:rrived Camp EVANS. 

(c) Approximltely 1,590,000 Ibs of supplies were transported 
fran PHU .. :an to Ca~ EVANS during November. The 3d Plat Co C 3d. Ml' Ih 
in gmeral support at Camp EVANS transported 475 ton~, 6,715 passengers, 
for a total of 4,940 miles,. The 2d Plat Co B 3d Nt' En in direct support 
t~ansported 18 tons, 1,685 passengers, for a distance of 2,169 miles. 

4. Seni CGS, 
. ,-

(a) "3d Ehgr B:l continued to maintain the Regimental water 
point producing a total of 512,000 gallons of potable water during 
November.. Engineers continued to prepare roads for the monsoon season, 
a total of 1,835 tons of fill ~s distributed ~uring the month. The 
engineers were responsible for conducting mine detec'tion sweeps ove:r 
approxim'ltely 12,776 meterfl of road dai1;r with 27 explosive devices· 
detected and destroyed during November. 

(b) :t-t3.intenance OJntact teams have been provided by" FLSG-A .. 
as follows: 

1
1) Ten .. t :t'6p8.ir 
2) Sltallarma 
3) Welding 

,. A 21 man detacinnent from HCB ... 121 oommanoac. the sGoond Ca!\l)·· 
EVANS contonment package with worK: oompleted to date being rr huts. 

6. Hospitalizl1tion and Eva'-,:atio~ 

(a) l'lodica 1 

~l) 
(2) 
( 3) 
(4) 
Ot) 

llverage dai'4r p.qtient 'risits 
Referr .. ls to 3d Fed ill 
A.cut.e Cliarrhea with gastroentiritis 
Emer;;ency Medical {k,rc 
Immunizations 
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(b) Dental 

(1) Average daily visits 20 
(2) Refel'r':3d to 3d Dental Cc:npG. .. 1./ 4 

I. Civic A.ction and Pqcholog:i03.1 WJ.rfare 

1. Civic Action 

(a) Statistion.l ;;uri1ma1:J'-~ The followmg cornrr.odities were 
distributed by the Regiment:: 

Cooking oil 
Soap 
lii1k 
School kits 
1rJood, scrap 
Ser,rir.g ldts 

24 gals 
48 bars 
72 cans 

2 cases 
6 3/4 ton lo~ds 

24 each 

(b) Narrative sumrrfl.ry. 24 gallons of cooking oil, 48 bars of 
BOap, 72 cans of milk and 24 sewing Kits were tumed over to District 
Headquarters to be used in assisting widows of deceased Popular Forces 
personnel. Two roses of school kits were taken to the Catholic Hamlet 
upon request of Father ,J~'''EIS to be used in the Catholic school. 

e 'J) HedO'l.p. 651 Yietnamese Nationals were treated for various 
infections and diseases. 

2. Psycholo:::;ica 1 W3.rfare. During the month of Hovember PSYOPS sup­
ported l~edcaps, Operatiol.1B COVE .'l.nd ~mX)Ho. Utilizing the v'lrious m6lli.a 
avaibble in psychologica11.varfare, 3 bm.e t.3.ro:et audience of ve, NVA 
and civilians was contacted. 

(a) HB Team #4 from the 244th p·GYOPS Comp"Tny (USA) bro::tdc·'1sted 
specifically for HedC3.ps, visits in PHOHG-DIElT District, S & D missions 
with 3d :en 26th f'ar and minG' rewards at the regiment3.1 water point (YD 
520349). In support of Operation COVE HB Team #4 broadcasted various 
CRIm-HOI theT'leS from d. company size blocking position. A special tape 
was made, exploiti~ intelligence inforr:tation aoout the ener.w :in the 
PHU-IDC area. The total broadcast tir,le on COVE was 30 hOl~rs. 

(b) Le.?,flet handouts were mace l::lf the PF and IF units :in PHONG­
DIE.'} with a propaganda. theme of mine rewards. The 4th Na.rines have h':ld 
Continued sUCCess -,vi lih 'ITietnnmese civilians turning in ordnance at the 
regimental wnter po: •. nt (YD 5203Le). D'l:t:>ing Operation COVE the 1st En 
4th 1~'U' distrib'l'::;oct i)or)o s·?ie conduC''C fl"lsses along their axis .f advance. 

(c) Th.:'ee l:.u:.:ws:J.rl X"ll'CS :,'8:'8 :mi"!.t .:md ,dll be phced in the 
PHONG-DmJ Dist:;:-ict lieadqua-,'tem :!>x ihIOPS posters, newsletters and 
leaflets. 
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Cd) A speciat'~rojG:ct to 'Use artiilery propaganda cartridges 
aB another trledia to distribute le:.lilets has been undertaken. This will 
proviJe'''the 4th Harines with an all weather capability to distribute 
le~flets and to exploit im1l'edhtely ail en€filY contacts and sightings. 

(e) l€a.iiet drops. in support of Operation COVEt sJVe:a leaflet 
drops tota Eng 950,000 ieaf lets; in supnort of Operation NEOSilO: eight 
'leaflet clrops t ota ling 900,600 len.flet s. 

(f) A.erial broadcasts. In support of Operation COVE: n:ine 
aerial broadcasts! total one hr 40 min. In support of Operation NEOSHO: 
two aeria 1 broadcasts; total 30 nino 

Functioning in accordance with Division Order 54~O.1. 

1. All 3.dministr-'ltive perSonnel received on-the-job t:raining in the 
field during Operation FRE:'!l1:TT, GRlIITTi};, ~TEOSHO and C(JI'E. This training 
consisted of all phases of aalninistr3tion undercombs.t conditions. 

~. During the ent±re period of this report 50% of the personnel in 
the S-l!Adjutant Section were assigned as memh€ ros of tl1e He-:l.dqu'-lrters 
Company l"eaction platoon and :;crs' partiCipated aotj ~eliY in the defense of 
Camp Eth1l7,S by sup1;>iemen'ting the b3.se :;lecul1£y and pe:;oimeter defense. 
Inspections 01 pel"sonrlE{1 and equipment lrf"9re hfiltd by ~ach section head to 
ensure a high ~ta tl¥ qf :t;i~ qinass • 

3. Staff studies and estiwtlte~n None 

4. 10031 nl;;wspaper: None 

j(. P$iBQ}ITTEt 
• '~."." _ •• , d' •• ~ 

1.:, $umntg,ry 

(a) There are critical personnel ~hortages in the followilXS HOS's. 

Ooe-04)O' 
T~'10 - o!hi 
(be - 03'69 
Cbe - g,8flf 
One - ~t847 

~. Photog"~·~p.0.s: none 

3. DiscipUne. 0ourts-~'~:rtial and N Jp 

4. 

ta) Courts-Ib.rtia l~ One sutrrr'lary court-rrtartia 1 

(b) NJP: Five 
. ,~, 

H:)T.~le, PX, Posta 1: l\.:t:f:':tir6~ Id.bert7 and R & R 
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(a)~rale: Morale is considered e:c~e L:"ent. 
" 

Cb) PX: }Tumerous: post exchange ite:mfJ '3.r.'6 'mrrently stocked in 
th~ PX located at d::UllP IDT!fTS by the PX ffi':dn store in plW-BAI. This has 
'hem a de:f:tnite asset to the Jlf.arinr;s returning from the field and a 
tremendous momle tooster for all hancis. d new Post E..'Cchange building 
has been completed and is' now in fuE operaticn 1'rr:ith n large inventory 
of Hens. 

(c) Postal: tfui t #7 of the Tnird f.'hrinE 2J:~vlt;tion Post Office is 
functioniT'g to faci 1itate handling of'lll outgoir.tE; 8.nd incoming mail. 

(d) Liberty: None 

(e) R & R: Quotas for' the month were .:ldequate and sufficient for 
one of every 13 Harines on the rolls. R & R cont:inues to contribute \0 
high morale. 

~. Chap l1tin support and re 1igious,se1"Viees~ Jlfo rs hip servi'ces, we re 
Conducted in the field for those of the Cathol.i~, Pl'\:)t'estnn'i,. and Horman 
i'aiths. ~"CB-121 initiated construction on a new chapel. 

1. There wer!;t no signit~5Mt changes in_the"",enemy order. of oott1e 
in the 4th HarinesdA during the repor~ing ,perl.Qd. 

2. UsuallY reliable sources report~ indicAted tha,t the eriemy was 
e6'h:tinuipg h~ atter,pts to' exfUt'J:'nte large sfze u1'l;1ts frpm VC/fWA 
mlll,e, !lrea-l14 east into the <loastal p1~in. This wae ciOnfirmed by 
,~ttmsive sightings ;in the OO-BI TH:'l.mI ... T.'UT Valley and along the lower 
'.SONG-BO Riv~r. The largest sightings were on 10 NoVember wh~n a Recen 
Team s~1Yted2$o-300 iTCjw.n. and on 17 November when another ~~con Team 
gj,gpted ~50 VC/lWA. 

j. The m9rrw" continued to use a wide variety ~f Q,rdm.nce in mining 
awng VtetnJ-mese Nationa 1 Route Ckle. Patrols Operating in the, CO-m: 
Trurn-TA~r Valiey found the area heavily pianterl with explosive devices. 
in a 11 ther~ were 51 mining incidents during t1iis report~ng period, 
showing an increase of 16 over the previous month. 

4. Sightings and cmtaets along the Camp EVANS perimeter {"ere at 
a u:>w level durinG November. Sight:inga that were made appeared to be 
$li'l11 groups trnnsitiIlc?; the area. 

:). Significant intelli:5Gnce inform::ltion on Operation GRAJ'!ITE and 
Operation COVE is contained in the after action repo:r·ts on these operations. 

H. TRUrrI!TG 

1. Training for mEl11be::::-~ of ":;:18 Regin:enrc.l Headqullr'hers Company cOn­
tinued to stress :individual I:I:t1.l1s utiliv'LL!! OJT' nnd apeoialist schools. 
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SelGctEd ,junior H(Y.1ls h:o,re :-.ttenoed either the 1.J'oekly Reeimental Noo 
School at C!1!'1p H)'T.t"'"S or the 3d : ·arine DiViSion School on OKTI,TA\llA. 

2. Sroan unit, 1::attalion a:JJcl r€[!iment9.1 sized opera':,ions conducted 
durin~ the reportinr?, perioel h:ve errl;Jhasized the critic~ 1 nec"·ssi ty for 
thorough traininr:; of narines in b?s::i.c CQI1bat sldlls. Speci~l coT!1l1'and 
attS"--tion h3s been initiqted at all echelons to unc'!erscore the importance 
for conrluctjrog 11 in the field" t.raining and improving smaU uni t leadership 
whenever timo 8nr:l the: t·'ctic~l situ!ltion permit •. 

1. Normal communic~tions ,.,ere maintained between this" senior and 
Sllbordinate hO'Jdqu:lrters. 

2. A m~nu2.1 retransmission f?aility was 'l":).C';:L.-1tainecl on HILL 674 
throughout the month {nth effective results. 

3. A. rn.anu2.l retransmission o.7'p.zbi.lity was establishf'c1 on HILL 130 
(ZD 11701h) ann opera te0 during Oper:-.tion- CO':TE.' This inc 'eased the 
ove:rall effectivenoss of the le~i~lJ]ntal T::.ctical Net.' 

4. 'T'he '1e1!,itr.entq 1 C017lnunications Phtoon re located and re-established 
the ~el?:imental 3adio :taby link with Division Headquarters on 29 Novemoor 
1967 from t.he 010 sHe ,,,4,i,""cent to the CP to the 3d 13n 12th ~far area. 

5. 1st Lt U1)ert i'\T, NYI'T"':' ra lieved 1st Lt R01Jert Ttl. (,1 (tlNNO.a on 
23 ~ToV8T".ber 1967 as '-I.ssistant COTIJil'nication Officer, 4th ~Jar:ines. Lt 
o IC(1j:Tj\iO~ was <€A.8signerJ to the 11th F:n<jineer R'1ttalion. 

6. The 0011lr.1'1ncl Cor.rr:mnic':l,tions network received 1632 messa~es and 
tran$litted i..J.14 messages t.nth no security violations reported.' 

7. L9.ck of l\Vi.~t~nanoeJ mlpp1;r support still imposes a handicap on 
t.he cOfl'munic.'1tion c'lp:'l.bilities of the headquarters. 

AIT/TP.S - 21 
!l"T!'T' :~C - 27 
I\Tj'r' '}C - 14 
AF/P'1C .., 41 
Ill' I' ;~:1.C - 8 3 
clNf"iIj ... 87 
ATTjI""1C - 110 

2 of 2 
6 oflO 
lof 2 
1 of 2 
1 of 2 
1 of 2 
1 of 2 

ANI'YIC - 125 
PU-422 
KY-3 
A1';/G RI\. - 39 
PTJ-181 
~;.::T/P·.1C _ 25 

6 of 6 
2 of 2 
1 of 6 
1 of 8 
2 of 2 
9 of 9 

c. T'\lEArnT::''/. Tenpemtures TIl the 4th ;'iarines OA ranged from the low 8"s 
durw..g the ~day to th G ni.-'l to 10., 70' sat night. i,Jinc1s were genera lly 
from the nnrth/northeast fro1"';, 5-15 knots. The·re were 15 days of rain with 
total rairta 11 for }'ovemoer of 22 .. 3". 
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1. Significant event~l. 

(a) During the nonth of J'Tovember the 3d Ih (-) (Rein) 12th 
~Jar.ires was in direct su'?,:)ort of the 4th ]"f:J.rines durin:y, O'Jerations 
GR'\;-"iI'I'E, "'F,IJ'3HO '.'LnG CeFE. . 

(b) llW't Btl"':r chopped OPCOf~ from 3d 'l1 12th Var to 1st ~ 
1jth t1ar on 9 :t-'ovetnber 1967. 

2. Nl1mber of missions fired: 

N}l'(iSHO miTE -
2041 112 

3. 'l'ype of missions: 

l!f10SHO 

(a) Uno bse.iYed 
(b) Observd 

109 
236 

. 

4. '1'ota 1 nl1!T11;er of ttllIDcS fir€d: 

( 1) l~ -nm Eow 
(2) lS5-mm How 

(b) 00\711; 

(1) lo>-mm How 
(2) 155-mm How 

,. R6sults of missions: 

(a) UA (C0I'lF) 
(b) RIA (P1U!3) 

Q. ,".I:1 ::;TTPP01l' 

1. Helicopter Support 

l.~TTI' REQ 

nt'gt 45 
1/4 15 

486h 
2490 

i'lE,OSHO 
25 
41 

TROOPS 

74 
'l7 

~l~-

WP 

21)" 
rob. 

18 

DECLASSIFIED 

OWE 

9 
:35 

ILL 

2'21 
507 

3<1I{ TOTAL 

0 5298 
0 ~.~ Tb1'Ai. 

'roTH. 
886 
.~ 

1213 

" TOT M. l.2i.3 
GR'lt-'D T.oTAL 1.1T291' 

,.~\)LI~ 

et-
o 

-c5,S UP LWG 

130b 
.8 i;S'85 

" .. 

1Ji:ID-EVA C 

5 
S7 

<SNetbsU11E J 1) 
SEOiWr 
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S:ffiCREir 

3(26 37 231 190::000 35 
1/-:-; 4 34,985 4 1 ~ 

1/9 'I' 40, 87 ,800 4 
Tarl\l,,'} lOG 737 398.870 # 105 

]h a.ddition to the missions listed above, it is noted that 22 missions 
that had been requested were cancelled due to bad weather or shortage 
of helicopters. 

2. Close :lir support. Durmg the month 28 flights of fixed mng 
air strikes were run on enemy targets. T;rpes of ordnance used were: 

D_lls 
D-2 1 s 
D-5 1s 
D-9 fa 

250 lb 
500 lb 
2.75 rtockets 
500 lb i'Japa 1m 

Tn Oper'1tion COVE, 4 flights of fixed wine were used. Orc:ln9.nCG 
eXpended was 250 and 500 lb oombs. Also uaed to support units during 
the mohth were four f1areships (C-130) and t'WO IIspoo1::ys" (AC-47). 33 
AOTS (Air Obsezvers) were used :in l'Jovember. 
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PAFT III 

,~wf'o'm:ntGwGTJ!;fEtTI.' S~ 

J TAB A ... Resupply weights LOI' Novembel 1967 
.' 0 JJ .' . 

JTAB B ;:;. ~ Order 51-6'r (Operation NEOSHO) 

VTAB 0 .:.. Frag Order 52-67 (Oper·a;tion GRA.'{I~ITE) 

yiTdB D ~ Frag Order 53-67 

/TAB E - Fr&.g Order 54~·67 
I. 3M,· r:'~" v"l' A B F "" Order ;J '-:J-07 
/. Oft'" . 

vT fiB G -~ Oro.er 56-67 

hAB H - Frag Order 57 .... 67 

(Operation GRANITE) 

( Opera:ti tn 'NEOSHO) 

(Opera'tion erNE) , 

(Cp~ra·tJ.on I:! EOSHo ) 

(C:perat:Lon NEnSHO) 
.,,;"Tab I -M~' "1~1l45 ~ Subj ~.? & D Operation in Co Bi Thanh Tan Valley, 

. I I • Operation Neosho 

* TAB3 A through G ~nciosEld en"angina i 'oopy only. 
Combat After Action Report (Operation Cove), w 1, Ertel, & 1 End 
Combat Operations After Action Report (aperation Granite), w/7 Enc1s, & 
1st End \ 
Letter from ca, 4.th Marines ,dated 11 Nov 67 ~ Subj: Critique of Operation 
Granite, wll Encl, Notes from Operation Granite Critique 

jTab M - Memorandum, Division Air Officer, Subj: COIDfllents on Granite Critique 
,Tab' Ii - Operation C~ve Casualty Statistics 
. Tab 0 -Ene1l Msg .180700Z Subj: Operation Cove SITREP :f}Ol 
Tab 0 -Encl 2 Msg 1811Z0Z Subj: Operation Cove SITREP flO2 

,Tab a -Encl 3 Hsg 181626Z Subj: Operation Cove SITREP flO3 
/Tab 0 -Encl 4 Mag 182250Z . Subj: Operation Cove SITl<.EP 1f04 
,Tab 0 -Encl 5. Msg 190540Z Subj: 0peration Cove SITREP 1105 
I Tab 0 -End 6 Mag 191237Z_ Subj: Operation Cove SITREP #06 
"Tab 0 '"Enc1 7 Hsg 1916122. Subj: Operation Cove SITREP #07 
<Tab 0 -End 8 Hsg 192235Z Subj: Operation Cove SITREP fl08 
,Tab 0 -End 9 Msg 200752Z Subj: Operation Cove 8TTREP 4109 
"Tab 0 -Encl 10 Msg 211237Z Subj: Operation Cove S e REP ttl 0 
J Tab 0 -Encl 11 Msg 201600Z Subj: Operation Cove SITREP illl 
fTab 0 -Enc1 12 Msg 202235Z Subj: Operation Cove SITREP if:12 
,Tab 0 -Enc1 13 Msg 210536Z Subj: Operation Cove SITREP #13 
.. ;Tab 0 -Enc1 14 Msg 211245Z Subj: Operation Cove SITREP {Fl4 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

~---

-.--..-/ 

SECRi-:-;r 

D~te 1"'6 ight Date ~veight ......-...-..--

1 Uov 67 9; 100 1bs. 16 Fov 67 11,,500 lbs. 

2 'Nov_67 32,48S 17 j\"ov 67 4,500 

3 rlTo'fl 67 .... ''.#J") :)/!}I.)(. 18 ;"TOV 67 j-'onQ 

4 !Iov 67 ]'Tone :9 1'!ov 67 None 

5 Nov 67 4,250 20 ITov 67 9,100 

6 Nov 67 tTone 21 Fov 67 Hone 

7 cHav 87 :Tone 2~ ~!ov -7 rone 

8 tiov' '67 3:700 2:3 Ilfov 67 ~Tone 

9 ;<}~-E!V :tD7 ,,680 24;'iov 67 17,300 

lD Nov 67 7,000 25 Nov 67 t10ne 

:r,L ~sC\v 67 Fon~ 26 No, 67 44,304 

12 Up t? 10,.300 27 NCJV 67 None 

13 i\lov f.7 Pone 28 nov 67 34,300 

14 lTe" 67 None ~ ~!OV '7 57, LOa 

15 '·Oil 67 7,000 30 rTov 67 28,400 

T".,., (A) .i-tJ.') 

SECRET 
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PR 31 637Z oar 67 

Fds": ji;V!JRfR.IjCF'·lNES 
TOt FIlm IN FOURtH MARr.IES 

THIRD m TWENTY SIX I"IA:RINES 
TEIID EN TWELFTH MARINES 
CO A THIRD SF III 
SEOOND PLAT Bl'RY D FIR>T EN FORTY FOURI:'H ARI'Y (USA) 
CO B THIRD AT EN 
CO 0 THIRD TK If{ 

CO 1J THIRD ENGR m 

INP'Og 00 THIRD MAJDIV 
ADC THIRD MARDIV DRCB 
THIRD MT EN 
FLSG ALFA 
FIRST MARINES 
TmW meON IN 

Bl' 
SECRET 

OPERATION 0 RDF:R 5" 67 (N,:1?DSHO) 

A:. MAPs: VIE'1'*NAM, 1;5'0,000$ .us t70l1i. SHEETS 6442 II MTD Ill:. 64f:(a1 
QQI 

II AND In 
B. THIRD ~1AIDlV OPO III 50<i$j1 
Co DIY 101 1...,(,1 
D. DIVO P2000 o2E (COl) . 
E. E. DNO 2000.,0 (OOMlOOP) 
F 0 RllUTO 2000",3 (rol·mSOp) 
G. FoURl'H MARINES OPOIID 1OCh.67 
Ho FOUIn'H MARINES ADlUN ORO 1~7 
I. FOURl'H UARLNES OPORD 101"",,6"{ 
TM 20NJk H . 
TASK 0 mllESATION 

HQ C04tl:l MARDIFS (Qc) 
FIBST BN FoURTH YlARIlifES 
THIRD m '!'WENT! SI:t.:.?K J.U~m:NES 
Jl.T !/) 
1ST m 3D MAR 
ID'RY A, 1ST ttl' 12'1'H' !JI'A'R 
lSr PUT co A 3D REooN UN 
1ST pLAT co A 3D :mGR TN 
2l'ID PLAT co. 'A .311 Mr ~~ 

OOL DICK 
L'1'ooL DmUlA 
LTCOt ALDEOO..N 
. moot Tli)MA~ 
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1. SnUATION' .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

A. EtTEr,'!Y FO~S. CU:mF1f1' PERrNTIEPS AND INTSt!HS. 
B. FIUElroII FORCM 

(1) 3D r.fAImV CONDUCTS OPERATIONS IN TAOR TO LOCATE MID DESTroy 
VC/NVA MAIN Af.ID GUERRrLLA,~ FORCES .. 

(2) L~ NAW PIDVIDES FIXED UDm AND HELIOOPTER SuPPORl'. 
(J) 1ST INF DIV (AFNN) ELEt-1E~"'S CDJ:DUCT UNI1Al'BRAL fl. •. ND COJrElNED/ 

COOltlDrATED OPERATIONS IN C01:TJ1!NGrrON WITH 4TH HARmES .. 
(4) 3DBN (=) (REIN) 12TH :11!ARINES DIS 4TH r'tiRDl"ES. 
(5) 3D REcmr :EfT. ' OS 3D J.JARDIV 
(6) CO C (REINF) 3D TK 1!i.. DIs 3D IN 26TH 'MAR. 
(7) CO B (=) 3D AT IN. D/S,;D)3IT 26TH HAR.. 
( 8) 2D PLAT (REINF) Bl'RY D lS1' m 4UI'H Am (USA) 

(A) K·t42 8S DB)D 3N 26TH r!AR 
(n) M~S~f!I OS 4TH "MAR 

c. AT'l'ACH!>fENr S AND DE'J.'P.C1-Ir·1ET"lS.. 110NE 
2" NIS3ION. COHHEl'TCTIJG ~1H NOI 67 kTH f/!ARINES CONDUCTS SEARCH A..ND 
DES'l'IDY OPER4.TIONS m PIDNG DlEN DISTRIm', LOCATES AND DESTIDYS 
NVA/VC FORCES, llITEmrCTS EtlEr·rr LINES OF COHlj[ur~ICI\TIONS AND DEN1ES 
KlJEr,1Y ACCESS INTO POPUlATED AND FOOD poonUCING CO.o\S'l'll LOw!.ANOO. 

3. ElJl.'CUI'Imr .. 
A... (l)l',TCEPl' OF OPERATIONS.. 4TH H\ RINES iVITH ONE OR lroRE INF lUrrRI 

BATTALImrs Alm SQPPORl'ING FORCES r,oNDUGTS SEARCH AND DESTfDI OPERATIONS 
IN PIDrJG mEN DISTm:CT~ IOCATi'S AND DESTROYS ENEf.1Y FORCES, 
niTERDICT ENENY LnJES OF CO}.i}.iT.NICATIOUS Alvr:D DENY ACCESS nITO F'Oan 
ProDUCING COASTAL lO~fi.ANDS. 

B.. HQ 00. ' REFgRE!-JCE (Q) A.t~D (I) '" 
c. 3D mc -) 26TH !f:AR 

(1) CmnmCI' SEAllJH AND DESTfUI OPERATIONS :iN OPER<\TIONS A,REA. 
(2) CONDUCT PATFOL AND AHl3USH OPERATIONS TO INTERDICT ENEHY LINES 

OF CCJ.1J1UNICATION IN OPEt1A'I'lNG AREA. 
(3) CONDUCT l·rrSSION"S AS ASSIGNED :at, REFERENCES (G) AND (I). 

D. 1ST It! 4TH ~,~AR 
(1) CX'JIlfDUCT SEAOOH Aim DESTmt OPER4.TIONS IN" oPERATInG AREA. 
( 2) cmmuOI' PAT Ii) L AND At·mUSH OPE 'lI.TIONS TO INI' EP.DIC1' Bl'!E1-1! L1NES 

OF Cfl~"UN:rCATTONS nr "PERA.'l'ING AREA. 
(3) BE PREPt\RED TO ASSUME ANY OF THE i-ITSSIONS ASSIGNED 3D EN (..,) 

26rH 1{ARn!ES, m ORDER .. 
Eo BLT 1/3 

(1) cormucr SEARCH ~Jm DESTOOY oPE~mNS Dr OPE1=lATnrG AJ..:.EA .. 
(2) CONDUCT .. PATroL AND AJ1BmH (rpEll~TIONS 'fa nn'E~:ral' ENmY LINES 

OF C(}f.tUNIC4.TIONS TIr OPERA.TDra ARElI.. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(3) BE P!EPARED TO ASSUME AlIT OF ~:'HE HISSIONS ASSIGm.,'D 3D B~ (-) 
26TH HAR, eN ORDER .. 

FlO COOIDINATTNG TIJSTRUCITrONS. 
( l} THIS 0 RDER EFFFlJTlVE _~1E NOV 67 
(2} (lPE~TInN CODE NftJilE - HEC51D 
t;)- ~,~A OF OP~RATIOlI .. ~~N}TE:{ A (OPERATION OVl';RLAY) (PAS!?) 
(4) REPORI'S IA"I{ 1EFEffi11CE (G) 
(S) DT?LAUTH 4.1CON 
( 6) REFERFNCE (C) 
(7) THRUST POINTS 

PJ,FA 4140 Ev"HO 5231 
BRAVO 4,33 FOXTROT 5e26 
CHARLIE 4629 GOIF 5922 
DELTA 5023 HOTEL' ~126 

h.. AlY.J~lISTMTION AND lOGISTICS.. REFERENCE (E) .. 
~. COt-fj1UlD AND (~W}nJN]JA.TIDNS .... mcrIDfiIcs 

A. Im'ERENCES (D), (E), on $ A1TD 4TH IviAR COT. 
B. IJ!.ANiJAL REI'RANSIr"ISS~T STMION T··1"11L BE ESTABlJ:SH!ID ON THE 

RlDIMENTAL TACTIC~L NEl' AND lOC4.TED 0N HIll, 674 (YD ,16219) WHEN 
IBQtlI I-BD.. T HB SUFFIX If ::5i:1A.Yft 1,-ITLL :BE ADDED TO Sf AT ION lOOT CALL S IG11. 

c. REPORI' CIW10ES '£0 CP WCP.TIO~I .. 
k~'~fElC A (OPE:=i\TI"'N OIER[.AY}{ PASEP) .. 
Gf ",,4 
m' 
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FUh FOtfRl.'H E1:1U'E:3 
TO: BLT ONi£ .5L1NT THEE 

FIRST m FOUffi'H ¥ARINES 
THIRD .T:il 'n'iEl.FTH 1>1ARnmS 

DlFO: 00 THIRD I .... MlDIV 

DECLASSIFIED 

THIRD EN TWENTY SIXTn frARINE) 
co B THUD ~rGR m 
CO C THIRD TK fi{ 
00 A THllD SP R~ 
1Sl' INF DIV (A wN) 

BT 

S 'EC'E,Ii:"t 
FRAG-~R' 530=>67 (oroRANITE) 
4th J.1AR oro RO 50-67 (0 llUIITE) 
TIME ZONEt H ~ 
1. SITUATION .. REF A 

• 

" A.. 1ST nF DIV (AWN) CONDUCTS GROUND OPERATIONS IN ZONE TO 
IDCATE !UJD DEFEAT VCftWA FORCES" DE·STIDY· INSTAIJ1i(iONS ANDCAPTURE 
ENEr1Y SUPPLIES .. 

B. A 11l'TI.,Lli.:aY 0 Tm: RD al ~TY..FTH ~'fA R DIs ANn PROV IDES INa TO A iWN 
TE ARI'Y: 1ST J'NF DIV (A 1;rH) TF A7fY Pl{)VID1!S 1EI!'FORGlTG FIR:::S orr 
IEQUEST • 
20 }.iISS!ON •. orr D PLUS 10 (~roY6tl.) FOURl'H 1'14.'ii ESTABUSHE5 BlOCKING 
mas IN OONJtmcrroN WITH lSI' DiF DIV (AINN) OPERATION UN roM 
lhO PHASE II It ST R!£ET WITH our Joyn AREA. 
3. EXEJUTION • 

. A. COlfCEPl' OF OPERATIOl~. OO~JTnlUING OPERO\TIONS m ACOORDANCE 
WITH REF (A) ON 5 NOV 67 FOURl'H J1AR PIDVIDIt S olm EN (~) 
( TW:> RIFLE· OOI~PANIES TO ESTABLISH FLOCKIl-!G P0SlTIONS WE,;,'"'!' OF 1ST DiF 
DIT (AlNN) OAlJ VIC MY C1l4.Ni1 (Tn !t6b).. SEE OP OVERLAY. 

B. 1ST l!i (=) bTH f'AR 
(1) AFTER ENGINEER ROAD S\'lEEP OF HAT1L R"TITE ONE ON 5 NOV 67, oor·r'WOE 

~'O'l'OR !,t)VE~~~" ~:!rnrH J:ROi<! CA.','PWAi'!S TO FETA llTSH B.LOcr..nn POSITION ANVIL 
(YD h641) AJm F000E (YD 46.39) -mit ONE RIFLE CONPrJ.IT EA.CH .. 

(2) BE PREPAIED FOR FURTHER OPER·\TI{)lITS AS DIREC'I'E1}. 
COO'tDHTATnrG nlm'lIDCTI mrs 

(1) THllrST POINT: nr.o ~ 
(2) DIJU,AUfH 

40 All'lIN AND lOGISTICS. 1m' (A) 
5. COl-1t4Al'ID C('IfWoc..EIEC. 

A. REF (A) 
B. HEro nr ~"TJ:rEN IN POSITIOj\! 

ANNEX A (op OVERLAY) (PASEP) 

GP""h, 
Er 
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0713hoz lfOV 67 
FIlm: FOURTH m .. RINES 
TOt FIRST m ·FOURTH .. ·ft mNE~ 

TRIm BN TWllU"'i'H l~Am:l~ES 
co C THI;V TK. B-j 
Q) B TBIIm !t,fC;.1T ma R m 
'I'BIHD RECON ar ' 

DlFO: 00 'I'HI ml· MARDlV 

Bl' 
S:ID~l' 

ADO Tm m MARDIV DrreB 
FIRST lNF DlV (ARlN) 

DECLASSIFIED 

VR'.G oRb SL....67 (NEOSHO) . 
A. l'!APSt VIEToNAM, 11 ~,t*J~:p A}IS L 7;J.4, SHEETS 6442 II AND III 
B. DIVO P 2¢¢lto2E (001) 
c. 1ll.VO p ~~o4C (COW-SOP) 
D. REGTO 2~o3( CJMM30P) 
E. 4TH ~M OPOll) l¢r6=67 
F. 4TH ~!.\R !\D}rrN naD lfJ¢=67 
G. 4TH!{A R OPORD 51.:.67 

TASK ORGANIZATION 
. 4TH 2~RInES «=) (REIN) COL DICK 

HQCO 
1ST :m 4TH t·rAR 

10. SITUATION. 
A. ENEMY FORCES. AD SIGh'TINGS 1 ... 6 NOV INDD1ATE ENE:·rl SMALL IDAT : AarrvITY 

Olf sma 00 RIVER JNSOUTHEAST PORrION 4TH MA.R OA. SEE ALSO CURIENT PERINTHE1'S 
AND nrrsUfiS. 

B. FRIENDLY FORCES 
(1) 1£P' G . . . . 
(2)\tm:l1ERr. 3D 11'[ (to) (REIN) WH !·t\It DISP11\CES ONE l$..,ln-i Brlti 

MID T\~ 15'...¥M Hot;mZERS TO FOm-lARD ~RrILIERY POS1'TION (YD 6;625..,) re lSI' . 
Itt bTH MAR. 

(3) DET 3D RECON ns 1sT In 4TH l~R 
c. ATT '\CT1"!~'rS: NONE ' 

20 lUSSION. COMMENCING I-ROUR D..DAY 4TH !f:ARrNES cmrotTcr SEa.~H MTD DES'rmr 
OFF-RATIONS IN SCum! EASTE~f SECTOR Rl!nTL OAt TO INTERDICT ENEMY 'LINES OF 
OO}J!l.rum:CATlONS ALQ}JG THE SOllTG :ro RrVER.. 
3. EXECUT ION. . 

A. cmrcEPT OF OPERATION. 4TH }1ARlNES HELI1JFTS ONE INFANT~ B\TTALH1N ("") 
(COl-!1wm GR')UP A.ND THREE RI:FLE CmWA.lIITES) I1ITO lAl'fDIID ZOlTES CRANE (in 573178) 
~m PELICAN (YD ,8,182) AT L".9)UR D-DAY 'fO CONDUcr SEARCH AUD.DESTroy OPER.n'IO~-S 
AlONG TRn..CE OF SONG :30 RIVER TO LOCUE~m DE,'STFlOY ENi:MI FOH}ES_ INSTA1r.A.TIONS 

AND TRANSPORl'ltTION r:'EAUS; COHB:\T Supc'ORl' PROVIDED R'{ ENGDJESRS A.ND SCUBAuEQUIPPED 
RECoH FORCES. DS A.RrTLr;:m tmL BE PREP03ITlm1'ED AT FORi"'RD ,fiRrInEHY POS7Xlo}! 
(X'D 6~25'O) ON ])",1 T{fJ'H mE RIFLE CDr'1PtUJY (HmJ !:S 2ZClJRl'l'Y.. DUPJITION OF/A. 13 .c 
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OPERATION ESTIrJfATED AS TWO DAYS (9 .... 10 NOV 1967) 1iITH BATTAUOlI ( ... ) l£nn 
EXTRACTED 3Y HELICOPTER. 

B. ijQ CO REF G 
CIt lSI' EN 4TH MAR_ _ __ 

(i) ()I n..1 PIDVIDE OH~ RrFLE omw.4J.j-Y (REIN) AS SECURITY FOR 
3D JE l~H lRR FORIolARD '\m'ILLERY POSITI(}I (YD63625(1) ~ 

(2) AT L=HOUR D-DAY CONDUcr HEI.IOO~E ASSAULT INTO LANDING 
ZONES CRi.NE (YD .57317a) AND PELICllN (YD 5B51e2) J oClmucr SE!\RCH ANn 
DESTRJY OPERr'IONS T01tJARD OB.J'1roTIVES- AlFA. (YD $'61157), JmiO (YD ,7317,) 
"lID Cm.M,IE (YD ,77'l9¢) TO welTE Al\;~ DESTroy ENEMY FOFICES, nrSrAt1ATIONS 
MID T OOJSPO Rr ATION l-mANS. 

(3) BE PREPA.mID TO BE EXTRACTED BY HEUCDPTER ON OIDER FOOH LZ 
GroUSE (YD 572192) NtT 1$~ ay D PLUS 110 

D. conWln.TlNG UISTRUCTIONS 
(1) OPE"MTION CODE NA.NE.", NEtlSHO ALFA 

(2) AREA OF OPERATI01! ... BOtnmED B't GRIDS (YD 53~!3), (YD 6223), 
(YD 6216) (YD 5316). 

(35 THIIJST POIlITS: Lm ,620 
MIKE 6f/J.7 

(4) AU'ER-l'ATE LZt PENGUIli (YD ,68187); EXTRAarrON LZ GroUSE (YD .572191). 
(S) RECON TEAM NFZ LOOATEDl GRIDS (YD 5918'), (YD 6218), (YD ,916) 

,(YD 6216). DIFUUTH BEl'WEEN lST m 4TH MAR AND mOON TM IS DIREt"TED. 
(6) L-mUR,.r/8~PAt n...DAY ... ,. }lOV l!)67 
(7) E .. HOUR (EXTRACTION) 15~H on D PIUS 1. 
(8) NOR FIRE LINE (NFL) IS SAME AS mTTI.\LION OA BOUNDRC 
(9) THIS 0 ROER EFREC'rm UPON mroIEPT.. . .. 

4. AllfiN' AnD LOGISTICS. REF F .. 
5. CONMA:ND/COMH ... E!..EC. 

A.. Im'ERENCES (B), (B) I CD), M!D (E). 
B. lWlU) REToorsr1lJsr::ION FACILTI'Y AVAILABLE HILL 674. 
c. VOICE RADIO NEl'S . . 

GP.Ja, 
m' 

MEl' FREQ NOS 
(1) marL T ·\C ~ ~3_ JOHN BroWN 
(2) m TAC 60.3, CHUICH VIEV 
( 3) IN A RI.'Y COF 65 s¢ cmrroH VIEU 
(4) REGON TAC h6.e¢ TBA. JAW BlEAKER 

DECLASSIFIED 



o R 160~1~~ NOV ~7 
FM FOURTH MAR 
TO FIRST BN FOURTH MAR 
SECOND BN TWENTY SIXTH MAR 
FIRS! 13N NINTH MAR .. 
F()HRTH BN TWELFTH MAR 

THIRD BN TWENTY ~~ lfAR 
1M IRD BN TWELFTH MAR 

. CO 9 THIRD ENGR Br . 

DECLASSIFIED 

" '. '; / 

CO A THIRD SP 9N 
DET FLSC..-ALFA· (CAMP 'EVANS) '. 

3D REcaN RN 
INFO CG THIRD MARDIV 
ADC THIRD ~~RDIV (~HCB) 
FIRST MAR 
NINTH MAR 
TWELFTH MAR 
BT 
SEC RET SECTION I OF II SECT!ON~ 
OP ORD 55-57 (OP~RATION COVE) 

. 

- .. 

A. MAPS: VIET-NAM, !:5~,~~~ AMS ~[RIES Lry~14, ~HEET~ r~41 I. 
654~ 1, 6541 II, ~54: Ill, ~54! IV. , 
B. DIV FRAG ORD 31-~7 (O? PHU-BAI TAOR) 
C. DIVO P(~~T1~.~E CCOI) 
D. DIVO P~~1~.4C (COMMSOP) 
E. CG 3D MARDIV : 4!)l2: 5Z NOV r;7 (NOTAL) 
F. 4TH MAR OPORD 1~~-~7 
G. 4TH MAR ADMIN ORD 1 '''1''1-(.7 
TIME ~ONE: H 
TASK ORGANIZATION 
4TH MAR (-, (REINF) COL nIC1-: 

HG. CO 
1ST EN (-) 4TH MAR 
~D 3N (REINF) ~~5 Q-4 
3D AN < .. ) ~!)TH i'!AR 

LTCOL DE?TlTLA 
IlroOL OH:\PLIN 

LTCOL AL!>ERMMT 
1. SITUATION. 

A. ENEMY FORCES .. INTELLIGENCE STUDY (?A~E?)· CURRE(lTT PERP'T~~t)C: 
AND INTSUMS. . , '" .... " 

B. FRIENDLY FORCES. 
(1) 3D MARDIiJ CONDUCTS OPERATIOf\!!) I!-l TAOH TI) LOCAT~: M'D 

SEeRa., 
DECLASSIFIED 
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DESTROY iJC INVA MAIN Af-.:D GUERRILLA F'ORCE~. 
(~:) 1ST MA~] PROiJIDES FIXED t~n!G A~'D HELICO?TtJt C:U:>O()~T .. 
<:3) ARTILLERY. 

(A) 3D RN :2TH MAR DS 4TH MAR6 
(8) 4TH Br l~TH MAR GS/REINF 

(.4) NAvAL GUNFIRE. ONE DESTROYER (.:; • .:; 't) G~ 4TH MAR. 
(5) CO B 3D ENGR 9N: DET ~S 1ST Br 4TH MAR, DET nc: 'n q~ 

:' :!\.~TH MAR (J " 

(G) 3D RECON BN GS]D MARDtV~ S'UPPORT~ 11TH MAR q." 
CONDUCTING RECO~ll'~AISSAt-tCE Af-!!) SCREE~'nlG O?ERATIOI\T~ A~ R~OH~~Tr::T). 

C. ATTACHMEt\TS AND DtTACHME~~T~. :'~T qN !lTT-! MAR CF()1:J~ nt-'=: 
RIFLE COMPANY OPCON TO ~!l 'RN :'~TH ,MAR FOR P~ASE, I. 
2) MISSION. COM~!ENCI~iG ON ,OR ABOUT 1 (J l'TOV 1 ~r"7 tIlTH YAt? (-,' (~l':P') 
CONDUCTS MULTI-!iATTALIOl\' ~EARCH AP!) DE~TROY OPr.RATI()t-'~ p.r"n~~rr.:t.TAit"'I'l 
OA t-;ITH PREIMARY EFFORT INITIALLY ,H! PHU-tOC AREA, TO CAPTUl?'I:' IT)T-''<::T''),)'' 
ENEMY LOGISTICS CACHES, I!'JSTALLATIOP~ A~ID t'!ATE'!UAL" OQTApT 

"l~TELLIGE~CE, KILL OR CAPTURE., E'~IEMY ?ER~Ot-T~lEL~ A~lD Tn °RF.'!t:M,! 
-ENEMY, INTERDICTION OF THE, PHU-RAI ~A~E 'JIiAL AREA .. pnU-LOC 
DISTRICT HG, A~D ROUTE ON! ~IT~lN OA. 
3. EXECUTION. . 

A. CONCEPT OF OPERATION. 
(1) PHASE I. ItTH MAR ~lILL CONDUCT COMBAT OPERATIf}~T p' 

VICINITY 'PHU-LocceVIC m~~~~~~) WITH ONE I~F q~ (-) qEl~G 
HELIL.IFTED INTO OA TO CONDUCT S'EARCH A!,-'D DESIR OY O?ERATI OT"~ "'f)~TUt'!F.~T 
TOWARD ELEMENTS, OF SECOND INF RN OCCUpy PIG BLOCKING POC:!Tlf)t.TC: 
SOUTHEAST OF PHU LOC. FIRE SUPPORT PROVIDED qy AIR, ARTIL~ERY A~n 
NAVAL GUNFIREo fA~r.~X r.: FIRB $tr:FIPO~T}v ' 

i, 

(?) PHASE II.· 4TH MAR CO"lTINUE~ COMBAT· OPERATIO"lC: {ITITH t'I~~T 
INF BN ATTACKING, SEI,~ING AlI'D ,0r:CUPY!MG BLOCKI\\'G :lOC:ITIO~IC:: ll'Ec:'T (')'t' 

PHU LOC. THIRD INF B~l HELILIF'P', p,l'Tl". OA A~'D cmmUCiP'G c:tAlF!'ft AMT) 

~ESTROY ~?ERATlqNS 't~s~. ~lRE~UFPORT\,;PROVIDEn ~y AIR~ ARTILLER" APT) 
t'.AVAL GUNFIRE. {ANl\I"'F.X (: F!.RB ~P~RTJQ 

, (3) ANt-!EX A (OP O'VERLA Y>. " .. 
I : B. 1ST BN (-) 4TH MAR .. ' . . 

.' . 
G<.tQL AT L"'HOUR, D -DAY CO~lDUCT' HELIROR~lE A~~AiTt T TO ~~l .~ 

AND SECURE L ~ FALCO~ (VIC~C 1.~(r:'7~). U?O'" RF.ORGJP,'I ,~AT!n'" C,,"'YTHfr.r 
SEARCH AND DESTROY Tot,'ARD - 09 J ALFA (V!C ~c 1 j 7-:'"7'1\) A~P) C'fJftt1LP' nrrr, 
_C l:-~ 9::}'lI , • 

(n ON ORDER, COPDUCT ~EARCH M~D l)E~TROY O?F.RATI0~l~ Tm!Atr1 ()':\ r 
BRAVO (VIC ,~C 19,)~'~'). 

(3) BE PREPARED TO ,cmlTINUE OPEltATI0'1'1C: O~IfA~E In., Of'.T 0R""F.R. 
C. ~D 9N (REINF) ~rTH ~AR' y 

(1) CONTINUE MISSIO.~JS1":AS SET FORTH RY REF (~.) 
C') ON D-1 PROVIDE RIFLE CO AS SECURl!? ~"'OR "in qt~ 1 :--TH 

DECLASSIFIED 
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ARTY POSIT (VIC ~c l?~~:~) AND 4TH MAR RADIO RETRA~~~I~~Ia~ 
S+TE (IJIC '.C 115~1~). 

,(3) AT L-HOUR D-DAY ESTAALI!=>H RLOCKHlG ?O~ITlmJ~ nELTA (V!r; 7" "' .... ...,"'1(7' 

leRO (VIC LC 09~9V?) WITH ONE RIFLE CO. 
(4) 9E PRE?ARED FOR FUTHER O?ERATIO~~ A~ OR~ERr~. 

D. 3D B~: ~:1TH MAR (PHASE II) 
(n UPON RELIEF OF PRE~n'T MIg~ I or.r~ Qy 1 ~T ~M ")TR MA P. Q~ 

PREPARED TO COl'lDUCT HELIBORt-'E ASSAULT TO ~EI ~r. MT1'\ ~'ECURITY Lft,~'" p'r: 
~ONE HA~Ji{ {VIC YD 1~"q 1 '-'I) AN;) COt-'!)UCT ~EARCH ANn DEC:T~(,)" OPf.Rft,Trrl"'~ 

TOWARD OriJECT!!JES PAPA (VIC YC Q'1I' Q(4), QUEBEC nne :n ~;'''II7I''''''. 
AND ROMEO ( VIC ~c ."I~~,)~<) .. 

F. COORDINATING H'5TRUCTION~. 
(1) UNCLASSIFIED CODE r,TAME: COVE. 
(~) D-DAY' 

(A) ?HASE I: IF NOV lQ~~ 
(9) PHASE II: ~.~ }IOV 1 ")t:"7 (TEt-1TATIVE) 

(:5) L-HOUR 
(}., PHASE I: "'I<:)"'!"!H 
(8) PHASE 11: ~C"'!~H (TE~TATIVE) 

(4) INCLEMEt'T WEATHER PLAl"S; IN CA~S: OF Ht~LI~O~,.r.R "t()~'_ 

AVA ILABILITY DUE TO t'JEATHER AFTER, ~'llHR PO~T?O}lEr1E~~T A~~AHLT T:lATTAL! 0"'<:­
WILL MOVE INTO VICINITY OF DESIGNATED L! qy ~URFACE MEA~l~ <TRue'; AI-Ttl 
FOOT, AND CONDUCT OPERATIO~~S AS ?:~ANNED. 

C 5) RCA UT I LIlA T lOt-I A UTH OR I ~ED. 
(G) PSYCOLOG leAL OPERATIONS. A~~NEX H rp!=;Ycm.OGICAL 

OPERATIONS). .. 
(7) GROUND COMBAT OPERA!l Q}' HILL '1! CHARACTE1U ~En RV 

LIMITED O~.jECTIVE ATTAC~{S, AMBUSHES, COMl1AT Ml:1 REcml"'AI~~A"lCE 
?ATROLS II 

(~) REPORTS It{ ACCORDANCE ~~ITH REFERE"'CE 0'). E~T~tnH:: 
REPORTS SUBMITTED TO THIS HEAnG.UAR.TER~ ':])0 ~lOT co~tTAI'" Uf-TIT-ra:~'ERAT!'.:T) 
CODE ~ORDS OR REFEREKCE POINTS. 

(Q) REFERE}JCE (F). 
t1". KEEP THIS HEAD~UARTERS I~FOR~E:1 OF V~AT?~n C~u~ITlnu~ 

AND AVAILARILITY OF L <S. 
<:1) EFFECTIVE THRUST POINT~II 

(A) ALFA ~c ~~Q~ 
(3) RRA~O ~ ~:11 
(C) CHARLIE ~c ~QQ~ 
(D) DEL TA~C 1 ~ ~') 

(1~) PHASE II OPERATIONS TO BE PROMULGAT!o:D flY ~F:TlARATE 
FRAG ORDER. 

(13) ANNEX A (O?ERATIO~l OVERLAY) 
(14) THIS ORDER ErFE~TIVE U?O~' RECEIPT' t:lom-tnARI~~ t'I)R 

~~-4 Phfl~E 1: J:FFAc.Tive )..- f!ou.,RJ>-J)/iy .. 
11JR', {G:, I 7 (p {.f 1./0 V I ECRETf 
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-
(1 '5) MAX USE OF PRO!3n~G !lEVIC£~ PILL f.JE MAnE TO ~F.A~C~ "t;'f)li 

SPIDER TRAPS AND CACHES l~ SUSPECT AREA~. 
4. ADMH!ISTRATION AND LOGISTICg. IA~I RF.F (G) T..1ITH F.XGF.QTI')"'~ Al"Tl 
ADDITIONS NOTE:!> 3ELOII;. 

A. SUPPLY 
(1) PREMARY SOURCE OF SUPPLY: L~At !o"LSG-A~ PHU o~.I. 
(?) MEDICAL SUPPLIE~-PRIY.ARY !)OtJRCE-I1A~. CO()q})P'ATF: '·'1Tu ~n 

MED BN AND F'LSG-- fME~ ~EC) FOR ADDlT! Ot-TAL R~OUIREME"'TC:" 
(:)} PRESCRIBED LOADS-AS ?RESCRIBED RY tn'I'! COMl"lAMTlERC! !3U'l" T-'n,. 

LES~ THAN Tt·:O DAYS CLASS I A~TD V. HTSURE THAT AD!CUA'I'E 
t"V}itl:f41TIES OF SALT AND HALl ~O~'E TA~LET~ ARE CARRIET) ny ALL VAt>tT)e" 
orE WfLON STRETCHER PER ~QUAD tHLL RE CARRIE'!) FOR E:JACUATI!')"l 
PURPOSES. SUFFICIENT ROPE FOR STREAM CRO~~I~G A~n pqoqI~~ T)E~I~!~ I 

(THREE ?ER S{,.UAD) WILt BE CARRIED\) .( 
B. RESU?PLY 

Cl) DUE TO THE NATURE OF TERRAI~ IT !~ ~ECE~~ARY FOR 
RE~UESTING mars TO GIVE A FULL !)E::;CRIPTIQ}' OF' L;: MIT) ~l'~Rnn~lnl"'~ 
TERRAIN, I~CLUDING HEIGHT OF CAl-'OPY. 

c~, EMERGENCY L~ CLEARING r£AMS ~ILL REMAI~ O~ ~TA~~~Y~ 

E(';'UI??f~) vaTH POWER SA~!S AND DEMOLITIO~lS. 

TA 
TUNNEL TEAMS Y:ILL '=lE O~ ~TANDBY AT L t::A ~ REGUE~T T4ROTTr,tT 

CTICAL NET. , 
(4) RESUP?LY OF ARTILLERY ?OSITIO~'~ tHLL I1E Accn~PLle.~E'l 

UTILl~ING ORGANIC ARTILLERY VEHICLE~. ~D qf-.l l:-TH t'1AR PILL P.E 
RESPONSIBLE FOR CONSOLIDATIl-tG A~'D COORnU'ATHTG ALL rn::cqJPoLv ""OP. t'''''I'T'~ 
LOCATED AT FORWARD ARTILLERY ?OSITIO~S. 

(5) SIX OTTER~ {'!ILL BE POSITION£D AT THE L~A ,;onp. EM~~r.;t:"'r.v 
RESUPPLY USE. 

(6) DET CO A 3D SP 9~ ~:ILt MA!NTAIf" THE L~A L~ AT pUP-oAI 
AIRFIELD (YD gP114Q). 

C. EVACUATION AND HOSPITALI~ATIO~' 
(1) ALL l~ILITARY CASUALTIE~ t.:tLL 11F. F.VACUAT!~ TO en A ~n !"~:1 A1'.'. 
(2) ALL CIVILIAr CASUALTIES WILL qr EVACUATE~ TO HU~ HO~PITAL. 

5. COr-1MA~D AND COMMUNICATIO~~-ELECTROt-'IC~. 
A. REFERENCES (C), CD) A~D ~TH MAR COl rpASE?1. 
B. RADIO' . 

. (1) ACTIVATE MANUAL. RA:lIO RETRAN~MI~~IC)~l C!iATIO"~ (,w fTILt 1 ~"I 
(.!D 117114) AT L-HOUR, D-DAY AS FOLLOtI;S .. 

NET FREG. U~tlT ?RO:!IDU'G . 
REGTL TAC ,<:p.3"!/4~.:5 MC~:iK 4TH MAR 

~ECRET 
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HST LOG r:r,.1 ~ MCS \ CO A ~D ~p B~' 
(2) RADIO RETRANSMISSION STATION ~:ILL U~E CALL ~IG~T or ~11IT 

CONTROL STATION PLUS v:ORD I 'RELAY' t.~~, ..,. . . 
(3) REGTiL CMD NET(H"VOICE~"4q~ KC~ 'P"4~44 ~C~ f~' ~ItL RE 

ACTIVATED ~-HoiJR WITH STATIONS AT '4TH MAR, ;~T ~~l 4TF tAAR~ "·n rm ~~"'Tr.r 
MAR. 3D 3N ~(;TH ~AR WILL ACTIVATE A STATIO'" ON~~ET U?O'" COt-1M:::~Tcr~ .. n:'TT 
PHASE II.. - . 

(4) RADIO VOICE CALL SIGN fOR 4TH MAR REAR (CAM? r:VM'~'! .fr')tr" 

BR 0 v!N ~~~R. '. 
BATTALIONS OPCON4'I'H MAH'TAP-1 ~TATlm·' O"~ qr:CTL TAC':) ~H-:i 

4:.:'.811 MCS (M-l'7D.··· 
C. CRYPTO . . 

(1) NUMERAL CODE :<AC-G x: l,),. '5:~' '~~:!TrJE DAY 
(:?) A UTHENTICAT !O~t KAC-QX ~l ?:~~ECTIV!. nAV 
(3) 3RElJITY CODE !{AC-PK! 21 tr~ECi.IUE DAV 

D. VISUAL . 
. C 1) PYR OTECHNI C SIG~'ALS H' ACCORDANCE' tHTH T<E~ rc,. 
(n' SMOKE ' 

(A) l!lHITE-MARKING ENEMY ?OSITlm'S 
tB) RED-' 'AREA NOT SECURE'NOT SAFE TO LAND". 

" 

(C) VIOLET/GREEN .. ' 'AREA SECURE!~ArEto LAND 0R TIRO? ~tT':)PLIr;:~" <> • 

(1;) 'fELLOW-MARKING OF FREINDLY PO~ITION~. 
E. COMMAND POSTS" . 

( 1) 4TH MAR . PHU ... BAl ('iD ~P'~1 "7) 
(;, REPORT C?>-LOCATIONS tl!HEt-! ESTAl1LI~HED A~m CLO~F.n. 

ANNEX A (OP OVERLAY) CPASEP) .-
ANNEX B (PSYOPSUPASEP)! 
ANNEX C (FIRE S~PPORTj 
GP-4 
BT . 
'A~: 
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p, R 1 61 ~~-., ~ NOV :..., 
}t"i'! '10URTH MAR 
TO fIRST BN FOURTH MAR 
SECOND BN TWENTY SlXTH MAR 
FIRST BN NINTH MAR 
~OURTH BN, TWELFTH MAR 

'THIRD aN TWENTY SI;<TH MAR 
THIRD aN TWELFTH MAR 

DECLASSIFIED 

CO B THIRD INCR BN I.A 
CO A THIRD SP 9~ con .!i!!t..0'I'l -'3-COPIES 

.. ,'DET FLSG-Al.FA (CAMP 'EVANS) 
ThIRD RECON BN 
INFO CG THIRD MARDIV 
ADC THIRD MARDIV DHCB 
FIRST MAR 
NINTH MAR 
TUELFTH MAR 
TWO FORTt FOURTH PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATION~ CO U~A 
BT ' 
SEC RET 

ANNEX B (PSYCHOLOGICAL O?El~AT10f\!~n TO o'Ponn I')t!j-""I? 'O?!RAT!()'" COilE) 
A. 4TH MAR OPORD 1 "''1. r, 7 'rIME ZONE & :a 
1. SITUATION. 

A. ENEMY FORCES. '. ,,' 
(1) SEE INTELLIGENCE STUD-Y (PASE?). CURREl'!! 

PERINTREPS AND ·INTSUMS. 
(e) PSYO? V'ULNERABLI'rIES OF VC/~'''A. 

I' (A) THE VO/NVA IN THE AREA HAVE' qEE~' HARA~~ED 
BY ARTILLERY, tit It·S AND RADAR CONTROLLED 'BOM'.:ln'G,. 

(B'> :?D BN N~iH MAR HAS, INTERDEICTE!) ROUTE~ t<!HICH 
THEVC/NVA HAVE USED to GA'rHER Rxel 'THERERY MAKI~1G 
FOOD CRITICAL TQ THE ENEMY. 

(e) NO DIRECT INDICATIONS or MORAL! HAVE REE~l !)ETER~nlE1)~ 
HOttfEiJER. THE SHORTAGE OF FOOD ,AND ,SUPPLES SHOULD LOt\:ElLTHE E"'F:~Y'~ 
V:ILL TO FIGHT, r» BN :- :'·TH I~AR HAS KAMPERED VC If'.ttJA ~UPPl. Y RotTTr~ 
INT THE PHU BAI AREA CAUSING THE E~EMY TO MOVE THROUGf! nIF1i'rr~ULT 
TERRAIN SEEKING NEW ROUTES. 

(D) CONDUCTING THIS OFFEN~IVE O?ERA'T!O~ 1'" AN A'R~A f,t!ff'!O'f 
VC/NVA CONSIDERED A HAVEN SHOULD CAU~E CON~lnERABLE DEGEfI'ERA1'!r)l,' 
OF THE ENEMY'S AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS .. ' ' 

(;3), CIVILIANS 
CA) CIVILIAN SHOUL.D NOT Rt A ?~Or:1LEt4 DURING THI<:: n~~RA1,ro"'~ 

~"'''''''··Rn ',,,\ . ..... " . 
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(9) CIVILIANS COUl~D 13£ E"'COU}lTERED IN THE !-10m'TAntoU~ AR!A, 
BUT ARE PROBABLY BtlNG EMPLOYED BY VC/~VA TO CAR~Y ~UPPLIE~ A~n 
BUILD BUNKERS. . 

, (e) CIVILIANS ENCOUt-'TERED ,tt' TH~ !10Ut--'TAn1OtJ~ ARr.A 
ARE TO BE COf\'SIDERED AS VC AND PROCESSED THROUGH !1-!" CHA~'NE:t~. 

B. FRIENDLY FORCES. SEE BhSIC O?CORn ~~-~7. 
c. ATTACHMEWTS AND DETACHMENTS , 

(1) DET (HB) '''4TH PSYOP$ CO (LOUD~PEAKER ·qROA~CA~T) 
; .. MISSION. THE MISSION OF PSYCHOLOGICAL t)?F:RATIOf\'~ I~ TO LOPER 
MORAL! or, CAUSE DISSATISrACTIOl-' ~ITHI"t 'A~'D DE~ERTlot,t fROM VC/~fUA 
UNIT OPERArl~' WITHIN THE AREA OF OPERATIO~. 
3. EXECUTION . 

A. CONCEPT or OPERATIC»JS. PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATlo"t~ tHLL !:IF. 
CONDUCTED gt AERIAL LEAFLET DROPS At-~D BORADCAflT~. DUnH1G PHA~E 1 A 
GROUND BORADCAST aEftM "ILL !3E LOCATED ~!ITH THE lf3LOr.t{I!'tG ~ORC';; AT 
(~C ~959~2). THESES TO BE EMPLOYED AS FOLLOU~: 

(1) VC RETURN TO YOUR FAMtLIE~ (CHIlU Hon 
(:2) THE VC CAUSE IS ]'--UTILE ' 
C:5) AIlVN AND FREE WORLD FORCES ARE: T~O ~Tt~O~lG 
(4) VO CAnR! HAS MISI .. ED At-'DLIED TO VC ~Ol.nIER~ 
(') NVA TROOPS HAVE l~EEN MISLEAD Al-'D LIE~ TO AnOUT ~V"· 

(Aj) ALLIED FIRE ?OtJE:l~ WILL DESTROY t-lVA 
(1' REtuRN TO YOUR FAMILIES I!-' TH! "'O~TH-Tln:v !-ltt"" VOl! 
(,.) DI£ WITH UNMARXED GRAVlS 

B. SP!OIrICDUTIES .. . 
(1) K9 TEAM 4 MAKE LOUDS?EAKER ~ROAnCA~T~ A~ ~IRECTEn. 

c. COORDINATING If.'STUCTIONS. 
(1) RE~EST ALL LEAFLET DROP~ ·A~D AERIAL 

BROADCASTS THROUGH RIGT. p~YOP~ O'FICER. 
4. ADMINISTRATIVE AND LOGISITICS 

A. CRIEU HOl ." . 
(1) CHIEU HOI PERSONNEL WILLqE PROCE~~E}) TP.R()UCM ~-'" ctrAMt-'rL~ 
(~) RE~ARDS FOR UEAPON~. ORDNANCE AND I~FORMATIO~ PAI~ 

TRHOUGK S-: CHANNELS. ' ... 
5. COMMAND AND COMMU~ICATIOMS-tLECTRO~ICS. SEE PARAGRAPH q or 
OPERATION ORDER. . 
GP .. " 

BT 77JP- JJ, a~J.ldJI 
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TO. J ~ 
I".. '., ~, .... ' 
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< .:; 
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" 

DECLASSIFIED 

"'I r ~.~ It " () >' . r ~ ~ D j £\ C Z) i'~ ~ ~.; B I PRE ~~~} .. ;. Pi N c: ~ ~:~ 
'.: ;.;~·1·" M.~ Me.';' Fa.:: 0U:~AnC:N OF O~EHn' 

F; STRIJ(ES (j' 
tJ :'<i., 

;~·'i.l.'; L':; ~rn f'lt.}i~ posnl0;~ BTRV ·"GO< ~;D t;jj 

;:(1\',: ,lIe .::n: (~';r2ll~:~ f;Jln.j;~,:,!\, (iF' Fl:m:S '·0 .~ ~(I' BN liiH 
, 1 , 

, :12 TH':Mi ;3S;T:';=r;~,;, 30 BN ~~'i:"{ ~~AR; posn XCIN t5i'Wi 
iF ~::-<I':I ~;l)tri '-'XC n'D ~J9~:'0.{\3:i F'HAS·': 1L 

" L~, 1~ :. Db;; 2 :) ~i II ~i 4 ~ 0 ~ 51 '! j S t:ll: N 
::':} r, OV LjIT':; HEIN,~':Rc:nIG" PR(Ntors 

:.; C ~,: j'FN'E::T Ot DO 3N k~~';'H ~!I\lt ?HAS~ 1 Mn; }~" 
. . . ,',::i L?:; :: i :: H It;~. R c:; i 5, HOW SH ') $;7 ELHH .):> "fHf 
; :n,~9: ;'1::;)1;)E:5 F;;~n;:'OFC:NS F,tR~S ON 

. ;2 "i r! t-l :~i P : > H /;, ~;~: r; ,~D 8 M ~ 2 T H 
: ,:~ . ~, :) '! , 

'. • 'R:: CiU1 :"U}:J.F Ui',,cS,:,; G3 41'H /li.~R PHtlSE :r. 
:; !.1 ::: 'j ::, i cr; "1{H ?H.tlSF. 1,. ~;P~)Rl rEA ~ ~~ 1 f H 

:~ 1: --~ 

l.,: ~\.: i~ .:»;~:D!;~{·~J:O;i litj ~~G~(.nDANGE W:;~TH R~F" t,~A, it~~ (C:~.1 
: L,',1' /,;,;~,'~J ~,\;" ,;'{;, i',A::; ?SCC If. ACc.:uRDi\;JC; 1'J:i'.i.'j{.,R£F ,3)i

v 

.~ " l . ,; ~ ~ ~'~ N .) ~~ / ~r U 3 :: / ;J ~1 'f 
. ' ~~·.t ~ Z!, ?: ~. ~ ~~ L E); L ; \' J N .I~ ~' S 
.,.!'-: ~:I L P:U ~:, <);~C1L 3~;, .:', :or'[RATrON COljE~ 

: r <;1' :, PLMH)J ',;G~ p~ ,111-; ~i~R co~ PHU SAL 
, ':::.:'; <CF~~f;·!·l')f;,r.,.;: U'CAIED WITH G/3~'lR:!~ Vi.C 

i; ::i~':' . :;1.,: :'S(;,:~ l.ND'HU LOG lHSIR!Cr HQT:~S{ 
, '-,f' ~ , .' ::.;;'( :'::'(0 r:-'u 8,1-, CDI'THiUE PFESENT i'l::SSlO:'; IN Su-PPOWl 

/::!',":' I, ' •• i L,:, .. :·,,~E.~,u GY;:L:,~nH TO ~)o liiARC1V Pisec, ,'I,~, ;: 

(~f:J 
~~ ~ .. ~ ~. '~-' ~/ . 

" 
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p 11 201;;1 t~Z NOIJ ()7 
Fr.; FOURTH MAR 
TO FIRST EN NINTH MAR 

THIRD BN Tt~ENTY SIXTH MAR 
rHUm EN T vJELFTH MAR 
CO A THIRD SF EN 
SECOND PLAT BTRY D FIRST BN 
CO C THIRD TK BN 
CO B THIRD ENGR EN 

fDET FLSG· .... ALFA (CAMP EVANS) 
INFO CG THIRD MARD!.V 
ADe THIRD MARDIV (DReB) 
FLSG-ALFA 
FIRST MARINES 
NINTH HARINES 
THIRD RECON BN 
8T 
SECRET 
OPERATION ORDER 56 ... 57 (NEOSHO) 
Am MAPS~ VIET-NAM, lt51,000, AMS 

64<;0 II AND III 

DECLASSIFIED 

B~ THIRD MARDIV OPORD 51 ... ,;7 (NEOSHO) (NOTAL) 
Gill> DIV LO! 1-67 
D iii DIVa p''1j~10'~ .21£ (con 
E. DIva Pd001!) .4C (COMMSOP) 
F& REGTO ~000.3 (COMMSOP) 
Go, FOURTH MAR OPORD 100~57 
H., FOURTH MAR ADMIN aRn 100~67 
I •. fOURTH MAR OPORD 1''.11'"''67 
1'1~1E ZONE: H 
TASK ORGANIZATION 

4TH MARINESC ... ' COL. DIGi( 
HQ CO 
THIRD BN("') TWENTY SIX'TH 1'1AR f.:rcct i~tlJErH,iJ,H 
FIRST BN NINTH MAR L'TCOL MrfC;}n~;u. 

1 .. SITUATION. 
A'I< ENEMY FORCES", CURREN"f PERINTREPS A~m nlTSUrm,~ 

B.FRIENDLY FORCES€! 
(1} 3D MARDIV CONDUCTS OPERATIONS IN TtiOFi 'ro LOCAl"'! prj) 

DESTROY VC/NiJA MAIN AND GUERRILLA FORCES .. 

Si(;ftET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

... JIP'" 

SECRET, 

\~) 1ST MAW PROV1D~S FIXED WING AND HELICOPTER ~U?P6R1o (:5) 1ST INF DIV (ARVN) tLEME~!TS CO!'-lDUC1' UNltAT!RAt 1\1\r'O COMBINED/COORDINATED OPERATIONS IN CONJUNCTION WITH 4TH MAR., (4) lll~BN ( ... , (REtN;> l!'TR MAR DS 4TH MAR ( 5' 3D RECON EN G S 3D ~1ARD I 'iJ (1$) eo e (BEINF) 3:0 TK BN DS 1 S1 'aN Q1H MAR ('n 2D PLAT (REINF) a:rR'~' D 1 ST fiN 44tH ARTY (U~A) (A) 11"'42'$ DB 131' BN ~TH 'MAR (8) .M-55· SGS 4TH MAR Co Al'TACHHE·NfS AND DiTACHMENTS. NONE 2. MISSION. 4tH MAR CONDUCTS SEARCH Al-lD DESTROY oprRATION~ H! ?HCNG-DIEN DISTRICT, LOCATES AND DES1'ROY$ NVAJV~:: FORCE<:, 1.N1ERnlc·t·~ ENEMY 1.INES OF COMMUNICA1.tt'lN'S AND DENIES ENtMY ACCI:~~ H~Ti} Pf)?ULATEn AND FOOD PRODUCING LOWLANDSo ';" :5. EXECUTION. 
. 1,:; CONCEPT OF O?ERA1!ON.4Tl'f MAR '.wI'<fH Ol\n: ()t~ FiORE n~FAJ"'rRY B~1'1 Jt;;\~,r;: 'AJtc}} SUPPORTING FORCES CO}lrmCTS SEARCH .A~D DESTROY OPE:RPjTlni\~~ ttV ''1f;JoV~ .. (JIIN DlSTRlcr; TO LOCATE ENEMY FORCES, 'INTERDICT E't-1ENV LINE:::: . f' t' 

, . 
tJFC;;t(lWir.J('j~t:'i1s(ill,f ,1 .. JJ~fMY HIM ACCESS nno FOOD PR015UCIWG totU .. Al"DS <$I . B. RQ CO~lu.:rERENCES <G) AND (XL .. c. 1ST BN 9TH MAR 

. .. ~ i 

(1) CONDUCT SEAtlCH AND DESTROY OPERATIOt-J~ U' OP£}~A1'njG A'REA~ (~) CONDUCT PATROL AND AM13U~m OPtRATIOt'Jg TO INTERtICT E!-rr.~Y LINES OFCOMtfUNICATION IN OPERATING AREA. (3) BY 2111811J~ H NOV 1~S7 REt.n:\JE 3D T-l1'Y ( ... ) ~(-.:rn MAit AM'O CONDUCT MISSIONS AS ASSIGNED BYREF'tRENCES <G' At-tD (n fRJITH 'ffiR!tF. nH'tt.: COMPANIES !If 

• (Jd COMMENCING ~4~OV 1 Q67 CHOP ~1E RIFLE COf1PA'ttY (REnT~' TO ;CD 81'4 26TH MAR FOR EMPLOYMENT 'AS ~ECURI'1'Y 11'OR MCB .... :; Rt)CK erf:J~'lreR! NAfl-HOA BRIDGE COMPLEX IN RE~IEF OF CO· 11 3D 11M. ~~rH MAR. D .. 3D BN (-) 26TH MAR ' 
(1) COl\tTINUE PRESEl\1T MISSlOl~ U' ACGORDANCE tt!ITH 4T~! MAR OPORD '1"'"67 (NEOSHO) UNtIL RELIEVED BY 1ST BN (')TH MAR~ (2) BE PREPARED TO CONDUCT OPERA1Im.'~ :rN ACCOfmA"'i~E tn:TR 4TH MAR (}PORD 55 .... 67 (COVE'. . E. COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS 0) T~IS ORDER EFFECTIVE UPON RECEIP1' (2) OPERATION CODE NAME~ NEOSHO CS) AREA OF OPERATION - ANNEX "A CO? OVERLAY) (PAgEP' (4) REPORTS lAW REF (G) (5) DIRLAUTH ALCON (6) REFERENCE eel 

SECRET 



(7) THRUST POINTS 
(A) ECHO 
(B) FOXTROT 
(C) GOLF 
cn) HOT£L 

DECLASSIFIED 

(EFFECTIVE 21,f.lJ'l"'lH NOV l~7) 
YD 4734 

YD "1~? 
TD ~C:;r'7 

~.O . S-;l.:np 

CE) INDIA ' YD 44~~ 
4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. REFERENCE (E). 
5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS - ELECTRONICS. 

- ... . 

A. REFERENCES CD), (E). CF> AND 4TH MAR COl •. 
B. MANUAL RETRANSMISSION STAT!ON WILL ~E ESTAllLI~HEn 01'1 THE 

REGTL rAe NET AND LOCATED ON HILL 674 eYD 51 t)?19) WHElI' REQUIRED. TJlE 
surFIX tADVANCE t WILL BE ADDED TO. THE STATION/UNIT CALL ~!G"'. 

c. REPORT CHANGES TO CP LOCATION. 
ANNEX A COP OVERLAY) (PASEP)o 
GP-4 
BT , {" 
-roO:' fJd> v.~~ if NO(Jt/? 

DECLASSIFIED 

,,' 

s~eRET. 



U r' :C::C;1.6~6", t ... Oil, 61 
FM fOURTH MAR". . 
TO FlRSr. BN FQUkTH MArt . 

FIRS! EN NINTH MAR . 
THIRD BN TWENTY SIXTI'i MAR 
THIRD SN TW£LFTH MAR 
CO A THIRD 'SP EN 

C~.l B' THIRD ENGR BN 
CO C THIRD !K bN 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECOND PLAT BTRY D FIRST BN FORTY FOURTH ARTY (USA) 
niT FLSG-ALFA (CAMP i~ANS) 

INFO CG nuaD MARDIV 
ADC THIRD MARDIV nHCB 
FLiG-At.FA 
NINTH MAR 
FIRST MAR 
1HIRD RECON BN 
SECOND .SNTWENTY SIXTH MAR 
aT 
SECREt 

Cf OR» ;,7"'Q1 (~E.OSHO) 

" 

A. MAPSt VIET"'WAM. U5fOjlW""!6~ 11M3 1..1014, s!u:r1'S 6,ij·42 1" II$> 1 u~ 
AND IV 
B@ romrrM MAR OPOIU1 101fi""'61 
Clio FOUT~TH MAR ADMIN ORD 100=67 
D€; FOURTH MAR OPORD 101-61 
TIME ZONE; H 
TASK ORGANIZATION 

4rw MARINES 
HQ co 
fIRST BN .(.,,) fOURJK MAR 
tHIRD BN (-) r~ENrY SIXTH MAR 
Rll~S1' BN NINTH MAR 

~ .. SITUAtION 

COL DICK 
. ' 

A. ENEMY FORC[SIII CURRENT PEiUNl'REPS MtP Un£U!'ISlI 
B. FRIENDLY FORCES. Rtf (B)a 
c. ATTAcaMENTS AND DETACHMENTS .. fIRST EN NINTi, t~t\R Ck'~PS ON!~ RI.fl,J[> 

COMPANY (RE1NF) 10 ;;.n .tiN $:;6TH MAR 1~ REL!trof eel 1.'"1 3D ElN !';;6TH filAR 
COMMENCING 24 NOV ~7D , 
~. MISSION. 4TH MARINES CONDUCTS SEMU!H i\NJ) DESTROY OP,ERt~T!ONS r.N OA~ 

'. LOCATES AND DESTROYS NlJA/VC FORCES, nrnmDICTS ENEMY 1.IN!S OF' 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

COMMUNICATIONS AND DENIES ENr~iY ACCESS urfO POPULAr.tD AND FOOD 
PRODUCING LOWLANDSi AND PROVIDES SUPPORT TO 1ST IN DIV <ARVN) IN 
CaMBINEDOPETAT!ONSo 
3 .. EXECUl'lON 

A", CONCEPT Of OPEHArIONe ~TH MAR W!TH 'ftlfO INFANTRY BATTALIONS AND 
SUPPORTING FORCES CONDUCts SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIONS IN OA TO 
LOCATE ",tiD DESTROY ENEMY FORCESi' INTERDICT ENF.J1Y LINES OF' CONMUNl>"' 
CATION P.ND DENY ENEMY ACCESS INTO FOOn PRODUCING LOWtAND~,. A THIRD 
INFANTRY BATTALION (eo.) WIL.L PROVl. DE TWO Bl.,:OCKING POSIT! ONS IN SUPPORT 
OF 1S1 INf .01 V (ARV~U OPEJeATION LAM SON 141" ANN:ll:X A (Of> OVER1..!%'O 

B~ 1ST BN STH MAR 
U) CONDUCT MISSIONS ASSIGNED BY REFERENCES (3) AND (D)'9 
(~) COMMENCING ~4 NOV 61 CONDUC'f COMBAT OP.E:RAtIONS FOR 

INDErUU.n: PErHOD TO NEUTRALIZE AND DENY ENEMY ACCESS TO lOM BO DIEN 
<VIC YD 570310)" 

c:n CONDUCT PATROL.S AND AMBUSH OPERATIONS TO INTERDICT ENEr-1Y 
LINES or COMMUNICATIONS IN ASSIGNED SECTOR OF 4TH MAR Oft. .. 

(It) COMMENCING ~14 NOV ~1 PROVIDE ONE RIfLE ,COMPANY TO 2D EN 
26TH 'MAR FOR EMPLOYMENT AS stCURITY fOR MeB"";3 ROCK CRUSHER/NA1~'''HOA 
BR!DGE COMPLEX IN RELIEF OF CO M 3D EN 26TH MAR. 

(!') PROVIDE S.ECURITY or CULVERTS AND BRIDGlCS DURING HOURS or 

DAAKNESS ALONG NAT'I.. ROUTE ONE fROM (I'D '",9S2tH TO (Y1) 591308)" 
C$ 3D aN (-) ~6rH MAR 

< D COMMENCING 24 NOV 61 CONDUCT SEARCH AN}) DESTROY OPERATIONS' 
IN NORTH£FtN (MY CHANK ARIA) AND SOUTH EASTERN fll;r.CINITY Of co Bl AND 
THANH TAN HAML.ETS) pornlONS OF Ot\ tHtfP TWO. RIFLE COMPANIES IN tACH AREA 
FOR AN E:XTENDtD PERIOD. CONCEPTS IS to UTILIZE BASE CAMPS TO .BUILD 
UP SUPPLY DUMPS nUkING FAVORABLE WEATHER AND CONDUCT MAXUW[¥1 AMBUSHES 
AND PATROl.S TO SATW~Ar.E AREA .. 

D. 1ST 8N (-) 4TH MAR 
(1} ON 2.:1 NOV 6·', NLT la0,. ESTABLISH COHPtlNY BLOCKING POSITIONS 

ANVIL <VIC Yll 46~£4L15) AND,i:bRG£: (\lIC YD 466398) !N SUPPORT or lSI INF 
DIV <4RVrU QPERATIONI..A~j SON 14'"1" 

(.:;) OIl. 24 NOV ~1 UPON COl"lPLE:TION Of ()PERAi:'lON BE PREPARED to 
MOVE TO DONG HA COMBAt BASE AND CHiP? OPCON TO S?TH MAP. ON ARRI ilALo 

E. COORDINAtING INSTRUCTIONS 
(0 THIS ORDER EFfECTIVE UPON RECtlPT<I! 
(~) OPERAtION CODE NAME=NEOSHO .. 
(~> AREAS Of OPERAtION-ANNEX A (OP 0\1 [RLAY' (PASEfje 
(4) RtPORTS lAW REF (8). 
(5) nlRLAUTM ALCON~ 
(6) RtF' U~) FOR CIVH. AFFAIRS AND PSYOPS SUPPORT" 

SEC E~ 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

~. • • 
OJ 7tnWST POINTS (EFFECT! Vi: 2J'll6~0H NOV 6'0" 

(A) KI1..0 YD 44.31 on OSCAR YD 5829 
'li.n l.IMA VI) 47,~3 <n P/\PA VB ;il,2$ 

(C) MIKE YD 4928 (C) QUEBEC YD qJ39 
(D) NOVEMBER YD 542.1 

{S> KEEP THIS MGt INfOFU1ED OF WEATHER'CONDITIONS AND LANDING 
ZONE AVAILABILITY. ~ 

(sn ORGMUZA1'!ONS WILt. PROCHAM AND C,ONf)iJCl ACTIVE AND AGGRESSIVE 
SftlALt, UNIT TRAINiNG AS AN UHEGRAL Oe,JECTIVE OF OPEl1A!H')NS ~H;OSHO IN 
OHDER 'ro ACHIEVE A HIGH DEGREE Of PROFICIENCY IN THE rOLLCHHNG AREASt, 

(A) FIRE AND MANEUVERe 
(B; PATROLLING AND AMBUSHES 
<C) LAND NAVIGATION <INCLUDES COMPASS i!,ND fiASIC M.AP 

(Ii) USE Of SUPPORtING ARMS 
(f.:) FORi1ATIONS ANi) TACTICAL SECUR! TY UNCi..Um:s HAND ANti ARM 

SIGNALS AND OTHER BASICS) 
<,> ADDITIONAL BASIC GENERAL MIL,ITARY SUBJECTS AS DETERt"ilNED 

BY APPROFIUAn:COMr'lPJ,mER. INSTRUCTION FOR :r~fp set) AND PLAT LtADERS W?:'U., 
BE EMPHASiZEDo BN COMMANDERS WIL!. SUBMI r BY 1 DEC 6" PROPOSED ~iETHODS 
or ACCOMPLISHING REQUIRED TRAINING. PrWPER SCHEDULING AND UTI 1..1 ZAT1 ON 
(IF PERSONNEL RESOUkCES AND AVAIl .. ABLE rna: 'WU.L P£R!~l.T AN r.n'ECTIVE 

'ffi/UN!NG PR(}'~RAM WIUlQl!T DETRUIJENT 1'0 UNI!fS AlaILITY TO CAIUiY ('JUT 
I.SSIGNED MISSI0N<1 
4~ ADMIN AND LO~lSTICS~ 

A. RtF (C). 
Be ~UBMIT R£SUPPLY REQ TO REGIlt s~_ 48 HRS IN ADVANCE. 

Sf.! Cot~MMH) COtti1""ELE:C~ 
A .. REF HD. 
B~ MANUAL '~ETIUI.NSt'nsSlON Sl'ATIOti WILL Bt ESTM31.rSHE.D ON ]~EGl '1.. 

TP.C NET AND tOCATED ON HILL 67.11. <VD !H6~1$ll) Wlf€N REQUIRED", THE SUFFIX 
ffADVANCE 1t Wr.L BE ADDED TO THE StATION/UNIT CALl. SIGN~ 
AmEX A (OF' OV EIU.A '0 <PASEP) lit 

GP""4 

BT ~ f iOi 5 10 {) ~ "23 (/) J S~h1 c. C r\\ 
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"'" ,. .. ; . ~ . "';, 

'.1'H ,1"!C f,U:I:)rC:fi~ED RIFLE: CCN?Ml!E:: 
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SECRET 
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3/J'WH/glp 
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SECRE.'T 

. Ser: OO.3i~RQt3 '10 JA;'; ~b{j 
(Unclassified upon removal of basic correspondence) 

FIRST ENOORS»IENT on CO 4th Mar Itr 3/WBH/pab over 3100 Ser: 003,A00268 
dtd 30 Dec 1967 

hang 3d Marine Division (R.ein) F.MF 
Tog 
Via:: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force 

Subj: Combat After Action Report (Operation COVE) 

Ref: (a) MAC'{ Dir 335-8 dtd 2 Apr 1966 

10 Forwarded in accordance with reof erence (a). 

20 Contents noted, no action deemed necessar.y. 

a.~ Pn~~'-tyVl r 

GRCUP-4 
DO',lNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

A.. La MICHAUX JR. 
By direction 

DECLASSIFIED 

Copy~of-1l-Copies 
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DECLASSIFIED 
-L. --~o:-------:, --~--~~~~,.-. ~ l 

'--\\ 

. HEPJ)Q~hrE ffi 
(_) (Rein), jd airlne Division {Rein), FtF 

FPO, San Fran cis co "9 (;602 

SECRET 

3/WR1/pab 
3100 
30 Dec 1967 

.s;-.,.r4. oo3.4oa:J...6 r 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Comm-::m ding General, 3d ~1arine Division (Rsi.l1), Fl¥ 

Subj: Comb-:l.t Operations After Action fuport 

Ref: 

Encl: 

(a) DivO 3100.1D 

(1) 1st Bn (-) 4th Ear After ,'~etion Report 

~ 2) 2d En (Rein) 26th 11:tr :tfter A etion Report 
3) 3d Bn 12th Hal" After Action Report 

(4) Operation Overlays 

1. Code Name: Operation COVE (Search D.nd Destroy) • 
• a

j 
\ 

_ MARINES (REI.lH! 
secc FILES 

. clC· /;l.. -(Or. 

-. ~ 'l 
- '( )~ ~-2; Dates of Operation: 171619H Nov 67 - 211800H nov 67. 

. . ) 

J-' 

~- 'F~ 

3. J:,oc:ation: PHU ... WC District, TI-IUt'l..-THIFl--T Province. 

4. Task OrganiZation: 
~ - ------
4th 1'-hrines ( ... ) (Rem) 

Hq Co (-) 

1st Pn (-) 4th l'hr 

2d . En (Rein) 26th Har 

5. Ssmorting~~: 

a. Units 

(1) 1st M\lrl 

(2) 3d En ( .. ) (Rein) 12th ~1'ar 

Btzy G 3d fu (-) (RBin) 12th ~hr 

Btry L 4th 3n 12th M~r 

Col Wm. L. nICK 

Capt s. P. WILLIAHS 

LtCol E. ,i. DEPTULA 

LtCol D. D.CH:iPLIN 

2 1c6-rnm How PIHJ..lOC District Hqs Arty 
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(4) Fl.'n-ti 

(5) Co :~ 3d Hed 3n 

(6) Co "- (-) 3d SP In 

(7) Co B (-) 3d Engr In 

b. Detailod dis cuss ion of the support provided is as follows: 

(1) ilrtillery support (Sse enclosure (3». 

(2) Ur support. Aorinl oooervers supported 1st Ih 4th Hannes 
and 3d Rn 12th Ihr during the operation directing artillery missions and 
obsorving enorny mov·.::mwnt. UH-lE's were utilizod against sampans suspected 
or tr,'lns}Xlrting an enemy mortar crew with rosults of one VC/KIll (COl-IF), 
five VC/l\H (ProB) nnd 11 s::unpnns destroyed. The only close air support 
providod H3.S durinp, tho preparation of r.Z FAlCON. 

(a) Helicopter support 

.!m!! REQ TRPS - RESUP /IpGjADl-IDJ MEDE.VAC 

1/4 4 6,38 5$00 6 

3/12 2 ~ 33000 Q. 

TOTn. 6 641 38500 6 

(b) Close air support. The only close air support was t,~ 
flights of fixed toTing t-rhich dropped ~2A (500 lbe) in LZ F Al.cON. 

(3) Psychological Operations. Psyops in support of Operat:1on 
COVE was outstanding GUO to the good flying weather Which enabled the 
aircraft to make various leaflet drops and aerial broadcasts. HB Team 
#4 broadC-:lst JO hours from 2d In 26th J~r company bloc1dng position •. 
TotCll leaflets dropped: 900,000: Total aerial broadcast - one hour 
40 minutes, themes 1-l0re CHIEtJ,..HOI (Open Arms). 

(4) logistics. For detniled discussion of support provided 
see Pnr~gr3ph 11 (~d~inistr3tivc 1utters). 

(a) FV:;G .. A 

(b) Co ,\ 3d Had Bn 

(c) Co'~ (-) 3d SP Bn 
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6. Intelligence: 

a. Enemy situation. buring the first two weeks of November there 
\>T{lS a noticeable increase in agent reports from PHU ... LOC District and 
environs. On 1 N:,vember there vras a report placing a va CO!lip<'3.ny in the 
SONG-Tmur VaHey (YD 96!~021). The follmn.ng day a similar SOUrce posi­
tioned a force of 750 va at (ZC 082972) south of PHU-IOC District Head_ 
qU<.1.rterl'? An agrnt report of the lOth of November located 95 VC in the 
Vicinity of lOC-THUY (ZC 146991). Ene:rrw presence within the area of 
interest ,-rclS reported to consist of two main force battalions, a local 
force C01'1parv and Dl'l engineer oomparry. The composite available strengtZl 
of these units approached 800 persorille1. The 804th or r~4 R~ttalion had 
previously been engaged by 2d 31 26th j\br and ,.as believed to be ''Operating 
in and akmg the eastern rx:>rtion of the PHU-IDC area. The K-4B Battalion 
was also known to be operating in the PHU-l.oC District and like the 804th 
it was organized into thr~G infant:ty compnnies~nd a combat support com­
parw. The C-118 10c"1.1 Force Comparw T.i1aS koovID to have oper.:lted in PEill-LOC 
Distr1ct previously. 

b. Hission 

,(1) T11,e enenwr s supply efforts were aiIneJaat transporting rice 
obtained north of National Routo One back into mount.9.in storage sites. 
Interdiction of Uational Route One, intimidation of the local populace 
and destruction of the Rural Development Program through initiation of 
small harassi'1g attacks vJere illustrative J)f the tyPe of operations 
launched by the enemy 

c. EneMY activity during the operation. 

(1) There viere three· instances W'here the enemy utilized 6o-mI11 
mortars to delay attacldng elements of the 1st 111 ( ... ) 4th l"l"lrines. In 
addition the Btry G 3d Dn 12th 7,gr artillery pOSition received forty 
82-mm l'1Ortar rounds with DO f:riendl¥ casualties incurred. The pattern 
at enomy reaction to Operation COVE was to harass and delay !1dvancing 
units utilizing sniper teams, Mortars and surprise explosive devices. 

(2) The B2-mm mortar attack of Btry G 3d Bn 12th Hal' was believed 
-- to have been initiated from a position along a river bank (ZD 150035), 

several sampans in that vicinity l.are taken under t.l.ttack by Marine fixed 
wing aircraft and Bunk. 

(3) Numerous fighting holGS' and bunkers Were encountered and 
destroyed within the area of operations. 

d. DascI"iption of the area of opor!1tion.· . 

(1) The PHU-LOe area is bounded on the north by National Route 
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One, on the south l::u the TROUI mounta:ins, en the west by' the Sam-TRaUI 
and on the east l::u the l.ower ,sONG ID-l.U River. Laterally, the SONG­
TROUI and the lOi>1er SONG BU-1U define the major area of intereBt~ 

(2) Heavy canopy and momtainous terrain a.re characteristic 
of this vicinity. In the southern portion of PHU-IOC District BACH !JJA 
(4,640 feet) a.nd TRanI rnomta.in (3,800 feet) indicate the elevation 
encountered. Fields of fire were restrioted within the canopy and 
excellent concealment was availGble. The terrain thus favored a defen­
der utilizing prepared positions in chosen vantage points. 

(3) The PHU-LOC valley and BU-1U lowlands provided the prim3.ry 
avenue of approach south into the mountains. The northeast monsoon 't$s 
anticipated to be in effect during tho operation but the weather remained 
fair throughout the major portion of the time thnt 4th Ha:r-ine units wer.e 
deployed. 

7. 11i8810n: . Comme..llcing on 17 Nov 1.967, the 4th ~'!.'~rines (-) (Rein) 
was assigned the mission to conduct multi-b3.tta lion search and dostroy 
cpem-tions in designated Oll. with prim~.IY effort initia Uy in the PHU­
LOG area, to ~"pture/dostr~J Gneww logistics caches, installations and 
material; obtain intelligencG; kill or capture enemy personnel; and to 
prevent enCTlW interdiction of the PHU-.BAI R3.se vital area, PHTT-LOC 
District Hq and Ibuto One within 01'... 

8. Concept of Operation: 

a. Operation COVE was :initially planned as a tvTO pn..'1.se operation. 
In the first ph~se elements of the 1st fu (-) 4th Nar l-K)uld be helilifted 
mto an 1Z al"!d conduct a search and destroy operatioD northwest towards 
elements of 2d fu 26th ~~r occupying blocldng positions southeast of 
PHU-LOG. 

b. During the proposed second phase 1st Bn (-) 4th Har would estab­
lish a blocking position :IDUthvTest of PEU-IOG 'irhile elements of the 3d Bn 
26th ;·1ar t-rou1d be hell lif'hed into the Oil. and conduct se..~rch and destroy 
operation 83St to"\lmrns the bloc1dng position. A forward .<lrtillcry base 
iv-aS established l::lf 3d In 12th Par near PHU-lOC (YD 135012) to provide 
fire support for the operating forceso 

9. Execution: 

a. On 17 lTovember 1967 preparation for Operati.on COVE 14'aB as follows: 

(1) Btry G 3d 13n 12th f'hr displ1.ced to forward position (ZD 
135012) • 

(2) The 1st :3n (-) 4th Bar ~v:i..th oompanies A, B, D and battalion 
ccmm<lnd group displaced to PlIU .. Bfl..I. 
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(3) 4th r'\;1.rines command group Il.lfa displaced to PHtr-BAI. 

(4) Two companies f~om 2cl En 26th Motr established a blocking 
position and provided security for the forward arti11e~ position. 

b. On 18 Novembor 1967 three' co~~nies and ; col11l11and group of 1st 
B1 (-) 4th Har were helilifted into LZ 'FALCON. :\fter securilag the 1Z, 
at 0917H, two companies (l\. and D) and the commnd group moved tOiv:"l,rd 
Regt Obj II A" • Bravo Company commenced movement in a northerly direction 
toward R~t Obj IICII. 

c. .lifter m:)'ving most of the day on the 19th i11 heavy canopy Bravo 
Company secured Obj "G" 'Arithout contact at 1625H~ lIeamrhi1e, AUa Com­
p:J.ny \·dth the command p;roup and Delta Ccmpany :in trace continued their 
movement toward Obj II A.II. Prior to securing the Obj, Alta Company had 
four minor contacts ldth smnll groups of ve. Results of the contacts 
Here two FR,MIA .• 

d. On the 20th Delta Comp:my 1st Bn 4th Har with the comrrand group 
continued search and des troy operations toward Regtl Obj "1\.". Delta 
Companyt s lead e1emr::nts received some S/'l. and 6O_mm mortar fire resulting 
in 11 FR;1nli.. Bravo Comp:my, after spending the night on Obj II CII, moved 
without incident to link up with Comp::mies A and }) and the. battalion 
command group on Obj I! A" 4 

e. The major contnct of the 20th and of the operation occured when 
Btry G 3d Pn 12th T'h.r and Co E 2d Bn 26th Har recej.ved 40 82-mm enomy 
mortar round ... c;. An AO was c:tllod 011 station to diroct UH-lE gunships 
in destroying 11 sampans. After destroying the sampans the UH~'tEr s 
observed 10 VC·· in a stream. Those va were determined to be the mortar 
crew which han GA.rlier shelled the fOl:'I-vard artillexy position.' The 
gunships fire(l rockets a~d 7.62 machinG guns and cbimeo on(3 VC/KU. 
(CONF) ann five VC/KI'I. (PFDB). . 

f. On tho morning of the 21st a 11 of the wounded from Delta Company 
1st Bn (-) 4th Har were Tr:E:dev.n..ced from Obj !tAl!. I\.fter the:tn~~clo\'3CS,. 
c01J1.p':mies il., "3, <inn D with the b:lttr:>.lion comm-md group comni~irqj}d move­
ment out of the canopy tcw,:1rd an ontrucldng point .iust SO'4Kl?-:.:~rpHU-LOC. 
While movi!1g out of the o,:\. Bravo Company received sill fir.:~r Wi~hresulted 
in one FR/rcrA and two FR~'TIA. '" '.~~' 

g. 1st Bn (-) 4th Harines reached PUU-lOC and returned by truck 
to PHD-BU. Companies Band D 1st Bn 4th ~f<'l.r and 2d ~ 26th i19.r were 
chopped OPCO~J to 3d I'hrDiv at 1800H and Operation eOVE term:inated. 

10. Results: 

a. The follow:inf, C3.sualties were incurred during Operation COVE: 
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(1) IITA (Hostile) 1 

(2) rITA (Ili(edevac) 13 

0) HH. (Kinor) .3 

b. (1) 7(H (CO~'F) 1 va 

(2) 'f(! ';' (PROi3) 5 VC 

11. Administrative J:htters: -
a. Supply. primary source of supp1;v was FLSG ... \ at P}ID-BH. Supply 

pomt distribution from tho temporar,r L'3,i~ at PIru-~1iI ,~as utilized. 

(1) Issues 

ITEH QU"l.NTIT'I ITEI'1 QU!\HTITY 

NCI 6 pallets A475 4000 
Heat 5 C"l.ses A576 5400 
Sundry' pa'cks 13 l:oxes $68 72 
Sand bags 8000 044)4 1020 
Concentina 3 aleoves' 0454, 180 
5 it st£tkes 222 G890 )0 
32 in stakes 384 L312 36 
Ao66 12,320 Ih95 36 
.\127 4200 H555 5, 
li130 840 J)T319 160 
A209 1000 

(2') Resupply. Helicopters were utilized for; resupply from 
the temporary VE. The 1st Platoon, Company ~ 3d Shore P3.rty Battalion 
handlect resupply. 

T...£ta t T'Jiep;ht _ 

8000 lbs 

b. Hllintenance - NIl'. 

No of Lifts 

8 

c. Treatment of casualties and evacuLltion and hospitalization. 

(1) rTedical evacuation was accomplished by helicopter. Cas­
ua 1tics were evaCUc1.t cd to Company A 3d Hedi<k1.1 :rB ttalion. 

KIA TrtlIA --
1 16 ... 13 of which were medevacod 
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d. Transportation. Resupply for the forwal"d artillery pos~tion 
was provided by organic motor transport vehicles. 

e. Communicatirms. Routine communications ,vere maintained dur:ing 
the operation. ,\. MaTIual rotr~nsmission C:1.pf:l.bi lity was establiShed on 
Hill 1,)0 (ZD i17014). This relay sight c1ef:!nite1;y' increased the overall 
effeotiveness of the Regimental Tactical Net. Ii manUc"l.l retransmission 
sit. W'lS also maintained on Hill 674 for positive comlm.ll1ications between 
the Regimental Commend Group at PHU_3.l.I am the Reeimental Headquarters 
at CarlI' EV[INS. 

12. Special EquipI!1ent an.i1.echniques: None. 

13! CO!llllannors 1no.l,ysis: Operation COVE was characterized by slow 
mOV61UEmt throu~fiToi:,.J' to medium canopy with dense undergrowth. Flank 
securit~T by the anvancine unit lias difficult to m'1intain thus, small 
enemy units could harass the marines ldth sm'3.ll arms and autOJll8.tic weap­
ons. The attacking h1.tt::l.1ion m!:>.nap;ed to advance off the trails which 
undoubtedly mmimized the number of casualties. Coordination with 
I-Il''lIi-362 prior to the oporation contributed measurabllf to the smoo~hness 
of the successful heliborne assault. ' 

14. Recommend~tion. Direct personal liaison with the supporting heli-
copter"unit prior to an operation will enable an exc:h:mt;e of views and a 
discussion of det::dls. This will min;i.mize confusion in the landing and 
loadine of troops and enh~nce the success of the operation. 
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