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~ ____ .. .w~w---

4th Marines (Rein)p 3d }'farlne Dl.idoo (Rein), M 
Fro San Franc:Lsoo 96602 

4.'B IUI_ (DI'll 
SAC lI'IUS 

Dosq:?-I,r 

Canmanding otf'ioer 

)/EJM/lwt 
~7So 
SV 1(0)A22068 
7 August 1968 

COlmandant ot the Marine COl"pll (Code A03D) 
(1) CClIII!IaIJding General, 3d MariM Dt.iadoD (Rein), m 
(2) ColImanding General, III ""nne AIIpb1biDua FOro8 
(" CoM!l1and1ng (Jenera\, Jl'leet Marine Force Pao1t1c 

Subj: Comand ChrCllology for period 1 Jaq to 31 Juq 1.968 

~f': (a) F1'FPacO ~7~O.)8 
(b) 01'\1'0 ~750,,1A 

Encl: J( 1) 4th Marine Regiment Cauand Chronology 

10 In accordance with the pl'O'Iisiom of reterences (a) and (b) g 

tmcloaure (1) is submittedo 
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DECLASSIFIED 

PAIU' I 

OR1A.NIZ,\TItt'f.\L DATA 

0011. J. m·tu 

DOot ,. H. f1ltBllUTlI F11"8t ~. Fourth ",I"in. 
(1 - 9 Ju~) (1< - 31 Ju'b") 

BI:l' 2/4 

'!!did Bn, Fourth l'al"1nes 
(6 .. )1 Julir) 

F1nt Bn, NSDth ~l'1ne. 
(24 - 31 Julr) 

Third BIl, lUnth "'1"11\ •• 
(29 - )1 .lUlr) 

Firet BIl, F1ret Jt1ar1ne1 
(6 .. 12 Julr) 

JPiret ~ Th1rd Marl_. 
(9 - 16 .Ja~' 

UCol L. A. ttl. 

:ttCol '. t.~U1lNl 

t\col ". t. COIl BTOIf 

UOoll. J. UMOWI'lGd 

1*Col I. Y1WfI!!nE 

LtOol c. J~ JlIIWI 

2. IDCATION Cl LU, CAM to D1"I'1., ~tJUI) Tm: PrGr1D-, ..... 
lio 2 'iMAM. 

UCol J. B. WILURS(II 
(I. 19 Ja~) 
~Ool J. 11. MARSH 
(29 - 31 JD,,' 

'1.8\1& 11. J. OAUr 

.3 J. L. ftUII!t 

Raj I. W. ,t1STJB 
Ra3 J.. P. SlJlRIIlI 
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ec..nms.aatioD Clttio .. 

A1r L1a1aon ott1C1el' 

lfedloal Offtaer 

1I\U '. t. 'flm 
-.. 1. J. IRMrIit 

*3 o. w. rRrtsCia 
(1 - 13 Ja"') 
*3 o. R. BIPAI 
(111 • '1 h1J') 

0dP I. W. CDlJII" OlIO, _ 
(1- IS lalr) 
Odr Y. V. IRIIBI&, GIll, 181 
(26 - '1 tMI') 

L\ o. ,.. "IBIS, MG, .. 

4. I.VEAAOE l'm'l'mr ST1IQM'1'H (Hq 00, lath lCut .. , 

mHO -
m 1M. rrI JII, fOrAt, - - - --

2 , 2. 

Pl'Rl' U 

.1. 1l1ll'f'!VI SJM'l:.r 

DuriDg the report1Dq period the 4tb IIaI"J.MI paftiCllpa\14 sa 
Operatioll lAJrC.'IJ'Y'Rlll't aIX1 OperatlO1l scorUJ1D n ( .......... ou" .&1r1Jlg 1 - 10 Ja~). HSgb11sb'. of .halF' ••• iYU1. 
were as follows 

01 Ja17 1968 - 1h4C11-1.C:1OR - Mea O. W. lfOPlPIIIAN, en ,., Rotel. 
mlted Ca ID. 

(2 Ju'17 1968 - 14408-15158 - JIa,*, R. n. DlVIS, en 3« ~, 
Y1Btted Oa Lu. 

~ Jull" 1968 - 203(11 - 4th 1'.&1"1 ....... OPCICID •• (lid 0., 3d 
BIl, 4th MIr1neao 
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C6 Juq 196R - 170m - 11th "al1 nee mopped 2d ~, 9th JIar'1De1 
opoon t.o Tfo Hotel, 

2fJ'2<H - hth l'farl.nes _I'tllled q,oon lst ~, lit 
}farines and 3d ?n" "th l'&r:lDU (.)" 

(If Juq- 1968 - 1630H-1.6<af ~ ~en C()W~lY (lR'l. nsited Ca IAJ. 

~SH-l73a~ ., rraj1en R .. f1. mlT19, (D 3d MI.JI)1Y, 
visited Ca iu, 

00 July 1968 -1.32nrr .• 13t;op ~ }Ja,flen 'Ie '1" nftoV!S, ~)4 XarD1Y, 
v1slted Ca 1:u> 

0) Ju'b" 1968 ... 1130» - "til .~1r1nes as,lBI8d Dpoca let 1m, 3d 
loTarines, 

10 Juq 1968 - 0030H - 11th }~aI'1Ms cho}l)ed IAl!CASTSR II OA to 
TF HoteL 

lC1!OfT-U6CF .. Haj.3eD 1. /). DAVIS, en )4 MuOi., 
v1s1 t~d Ca Iu. 

1B()(f1 ~ uth Va.rims dlopped lat BD, hth J.1u1n. 
q,con to "'!i' notal.. 

11 Juq 1968 - 1<Y;OH-112CP. ... M&."PMI ~. ~. DAvrq. (l1 3d ~. 
visited Ca In. 

1~00H-1~30lf - IDeo C. '1. HntI'F?'Uf. G:J ,., Mel, 
-r.i~1ted ca 10. 

12 July 1968 = (9lSl1-O))OH - Va;flen ft. ~. DWr!J, (n 3d ¥.uOiY, 
Yim ted Ca luG 

162!)JT - hth Marlu!ts chopped 1st ~, 1st Mar1De. 
opcon to TF Potel. 

14 Ju~ 1968 - OOlJ~H-())~H - l'Ia;P"!tJl R, n. D'VTS, ()1 3d Marili't', 
visited C. bl 0 

15 Ju'ly 1968 ~ 0)(1.;H-0]30H - l'.j1tm '1. '1. DI\T'JQ, <r 34 ~!"D~, 
visited Ca l·u 0 

1120H ~ hth Mlrlms assumed OPCOfl lBt Bn, lath 
}farlnes from 1'F Potel? 
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llUSR-l<C6l1 - me c. 91. kIP""', 01 " "".t. 
netted Ca IQ. : 

16 Ju\T 1968 - O)l(11..09)OH .. MaJ)ID R. fl. D'fJ'S, 0'1 34 IIPOtr, 
Tinted Ca ha .. 

1200R .. lath I'arJBee dlappecI 11\ _. ]d IIutaie 
GpOCIII to TJ' Hotel. 

21aOOH - h\h HariD .. chapp14 ... ,.... !P Mel 
to 3d MarDiv. .. 

18 Juq 1968 - OJb(R-lOl<H - JIIa~D It. G. 'DAVIS, 01 3cI JIuOl¥ .. 
Y1Bited Ca la. . ' ' 

19 Ju~ 1968 - uOCII-W&m .. IKJeII C. Y. JKlPPMI, OD fI BClhl, 
vS8ited·Ca ID. 

l52OB-15ISB - JfaJ]eD I. O. DAVIS, OJ 3411u01Y, 
Y1sited' Ca bl .. 

20 Ju~ 1968 • 1.CJ2(&.l~OH -.". .... O. DBJa, m 3d ~. 
Yl81tecl Ca III. 

22 Ja~ 1968 - 15201Io15&CII - Ml3JeD 1l. O. DAVIS. en )t ..... , 
"ri81tecl Ca lu. 

21& Juq. 1968 - 0001H - lath 1V1Me _ppecl.,.. bw 3d .1DIr, 
to ,., Met. . 

~JI..093C11 .. MIa,. .. o. DMS, 4XJ J41111Dl., 
viaitecl Ca ba. 

1010B -' lath Marl .. _U1114 opaaII 1.\ _, '" 
lfa101De8 trt. 'IT Batel. 

26 JulF 1968 - l~OOB-1S2SR ~ ll1e1l O~ Y. JaW'''. 00 ,., ReM1, 
rutted Ca ID. 

28 Ju~ 1968 - 14S~-163SR ~ BleIl C. W. _""w, CD TI' ..... 1, 
vid\ed Ca lao 

15OC1t-1515H .. Ma$Jea !L O. DAVIS, CD 34 HuolY, 
visited Ca Iu .. 
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29 Ju17 1968 - lO1OR - hth MariIMe ......s ... ,. ... filii 
Marl ... frCII 'l7 BaM!. 

1lJ~R-lb3aI - MI3lea C. B. DIUI, All, .. , 
y1ld.t.e4 Ca tAl., 

30 Ju~ 1968 ., (920B4SoH - m. c. w. tUJ"'l, 01 " -1. 
Yia1Hct 0. lu. 

31 JttlT 1968 - ~b0H-09()(1f -.,.. I. O. Dins,." ...... 
Y1a1'ed C. ID. 

103(8... ut7B - ~ C. w. rurr.al. OJ U' Mel • 
• 1aUed Ca w .. . 

PARr m 
S!Q!!!!!IAL LIsrnn ~ SlGJID'ICWrI' •• 1' 

A.. CCIIlbat Miuiol'Jl 1. peel 

(1) Operation UJrClS'rBR n (1. 10 Ja" 1968). 
Ca) Caadud; _.rob, ttz ..... rqr "~ Sa _ .. 

(b) Defend _bat bu. &1ld ot.her Yllal '77'al1lltS_ 111 ca. 
(0) Ma1ntatD _bat basM -' o.p CAGJU" , .... WI 

am C1 m. 

( 4) Open.d lIecure lbI. of U Ulini. _tea '.'bID Ol. 

(.) Maintain a.l •• gJ'cna1 ..... es.11 ..... ...-1. 
operatioDl and apo111qr .t.tao1<8 ag&1.' .l/fC t .... . 

(~) Suppoft 'mI If) Cwpe1ga Pla1l • .,. 

(2) Operation SOO'1'IAND II (1". 31 ltllT .). 

ea) tflt.h t,wo batt.110M "CCIlda __ bl~ _'"&\10lIl .... 
eral'Jr welt ot FSB'I Cat •• _d Sh •• 1CS aid 1I5.tIdD .... of aft­
il1.e:zy til'eB £l"0III these 'SBts.. Maillta1n aurnil1aa. or .. ...,. 
as1y1"" daly h1. tretKbl fI ~ and cllslilV1 Jd.. t ___ , 
pddtiaDI mt .. terial br tS.N &Dd/or poaal aci1Oll. ". t.h •• 
units proridlll torces to oaoupy and detenct FSBt. aad BiU"9S0o 
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Cb) PJ'Cridi torce. tr. thlld Wtau. , • ..,.. Qa III 
and LZ Stud .. 

(0) Secure Route 19 1a ca "- Oa Ja ..us. 
(d) Maint.aiD Sparrow Hat. 

(.) Be prepared, em om.r, '0 pNlfidl t ...... ,. aperat40m 
aqnhera wLth1D the 4.1.11011 ca. 

(f) Be prepaNd to .~ opIdl or .wt.w...l r ..... te" 
·-.pltvaeut 1m soorUND n Ol ell" \0 ODCII'd1aate udpId ,.... t. 
11&.101" aperat10DII ~.ed SJl scorlAlID II 01. 

B .. 91S.ulCU1t CP.Sou CCDIa." 

(1) OperatiOJl SocYr'IAJ.TD II (CAtJTOI D 21J - 31 ~.". U68). 
• I 

(a) Ccmduct heUborDI mI .,-*114 ~IJ' _nUl .. 
locate, fix and dltstMy ....., to~ 111 M. 

(b) lo",-te ad .at"'" .... npplr' .... , IOfIlaIt; d_ 
am hebor sitee In M. 

C. Cuualtl. 1Dtl1Gted OIl the eD!!l'. CUD!'. opoan alii! US of the hth )far) 

W -
WA. llh N/BVA. 3 

IWO 1.12 
CS'fO II 
RIC I 3,"100 

DIt Cuualtiee IrUstaiaed.. (~l ~1JIlKe. 0aIpt.) 

(1) There _~ DO hOltt1l.e DOl" .. bonil.e --.USN daI'1I8 
the IIDDth of Ju~ .. 

(2) &weD peJ'llODDllveze MCl-WaOld cJae to _~1'1& aDd r ... 
of mkD1Il orJ,ga .. 

E. New '1'8_19,- E!I!p1trdo I.e 

-1-
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" . .. .. JL ' SF,C~ :, ;J' ~ , ... f !' 

F. CClIIIIIIaDC! Relatloni--' - -

(1) As C~ ortlcer, 4th Jfarlnee, till __ *10zalDler 
exercia eel connand ~)la..~IId.tr-1 .. .-.st ..... III¥\; • .-\Skat 
the re~t th~h Do~l dladlela. 

&lid {~v1~~=i"I.o'=!t-n'~~~"':~he 
D1.tl'1ct (]der til ~. Sf ..... t ........... ~ • .., ~.~ 

(3) Centacst with Divll1cm Htaclqumers Pd.---ua-- NIl.-.l 
emmaD4 eahelcms was .bltalned thro' •• ~ "&.iIud/oallh"Ol __ 
un:icatiom chamela aDd oo-mtstatt .nf1'-,,, 
G. ~~. em ~!~'b"J a 2,000 p~~~ab1.e _, .. t .. 1' 
vas ~ to the")Cf YJ&r!.IIta. No n_ eq1d.pud .a reod"d 
dumg the mnth ~t~.. I _. 

, .. 'V: -- ,e •• _.,' I ~ ....... " ." .. '.', 
H. Lgd!li. ~:. - • • · " 

\ It ' 

(1) Supp\r. flUu1'.IIap" ....... ~cI¥Ia.~~ ... 
(2) DI8\IPPl, -- '.. ~, \< _.1 ':'8 t . 

Cal Hel1aopt.;· ~~,; 'ill 'p;:.1at ~ 0"". 
IA.~(,ASTER II/SCC11'I.4Q. IJ 'M&lt~f'1lJj.alt:: .. )1 ..... ~~ 

(b) See T_(a1"t~d;p.app"" Wtdch\a. 

(3) T!'IInlpOrtatlon "oJ.;,. if • ., 'J 0:-

(a> Co. Bt 3rd Mr· .: ~,~ ... ;~_t~~h 
6 JU9' tlU8POrtiqJ 98 tom of suppli.. 1lh·tJioapB!"t~Ijti.D~ 
ot 2,331 11118 • .., .• 

(b) YltgbBntallllOtol' i~~Lpror~.d l1&.po*t'M tOl" • 

total ot 1,826 Jd.lea.. I ... 

(Ia) Sewice. 

Ca, 31"d &lftP Bn _:lDtaiD84 the ·~\al ~.r p~ ". 
1.-6 Juq- pl'OduaLl8 a total or 98.000 ga~~ fit 1r-d~ 
the .,nth or Juq. The IrIgra .... reepODt1b!1e loi ~ &1DI1dIII 
dete.ioD sweep. crrer ~.,OOO .. _. or roacII d8111". Two (2) dftiOll 
were det.cted md d •• tro,-ed d1l1'1. .. Jul,. 

-8- ,JmlU)SlJRE (1) 
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Cb) '.,llow1!W acmtact t~ vere l'+d dur1qr Jull1 

(1) 'later 'ailer (11 1D7) 

(2) IOD 

(S) bplta:u.at'OIl ~ 1t'._tloD (Bl Co, lath J(ar.lDe') 
• 

(a) Med1aal 

(1) lYe~ .q. pat!_ m1u ~ 

(2) ""1'1'&18 to 31d. MEl) '" d,: 

(3) A GIlt. dlU"lllea/sanmeDtoer.lt!a 08 

(Ia) , ........ .ed1aal .... 01 
(S) IIawIlsM1aDI 2T 

(b) DllMl 

# (1) 1bbe ... DO --~l ~t8 1D tldB ..... 

I. Oln. '.1oD act Pwtb!'leI!II1.IWt .. 
. ~ j 

(1) atrio •• taD 
• Ca, Dvl_ lalr ~ baDI~.f la ...... ' .. W·. ·ref1l~ 

,_ at wm 'PJIUd HIla,.. tID ~90) ad JI&icl tor 111.\11 ~,U3 IVR. 

Cit' 111,,-. "'h ~ -.II ~. tor 6 MaS __ 
.... ,.. UIII .. , en iwS) to ,0 '0 the .1bt 1D lYm HA.. 01 
U Jalr ~ WN , •• '" Vae1c _ unJD Bl ell ·13 JlI1;r 'hit' were 
retUlIl.s \0 '11111' Yl1Jase 1Il'b the Pl., •• ". hd othw It_ that 
u.., .. "' ..... 

(2) '''''''1cl_l...r... DurbW the __ h f4 JulT RIy ~8 
...aN .. -' .-4 .. ,... CIOINId. . 

I. Ip"."... .. .at ... Sa ....... 1d.Ua D1Yidoo OJrdIr 
~: .. 

(1) fbS8 _, 18 ~.i~ "I" .,11' ....,'11 ...... 100 (t01'R1"d 
...... ,. AU .... "'., .. ~. __ 1 ftOll.",OD-"'job 'NIl-
_ ~ Use fte1d ... Ofe-"'- 9Q7rWlD II ...s OOTClf II~ Th1. . ,.aI. _SaW of an .. ' •• of adldnln .. s. dIIer OCIIbat OCIGdL&-
~. . 
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(2) Statt Stud18. and est.,.. Ia. 

(3) u,cal Nenpapert Jem. 

K. Peraomel 

(1) 8'-17. TMn 11 a ad'.1 ,.....,. ....... ill ... 
to l1.owi~ VOSs 

TIro - 28~'7 

(2) Phot~ Heme 

(3) D1ac1pl1., Coa"'~!al aa4 w •• 
(a) Coart.-Martialt ( 0) 

(b) N.TPt (1) 

(4) MoNlet PI, Pmtat lftabw. 14111r\7' .... 

(a) Mo1'&l. )fora" 18 OCDld1nd ealU.. 

(b) nl Bale Poet ..... 1t_ .......... _ n-..s 
at a PI located at IS 8tu4. 

(.) Pastalt tTrd.,,, of ,he 'bS.1-d 1IutBe D1Yi8SoD ,.., Cfttee 
18 fmlatiOldllg to raall1t.'e al10atc0i18 mt iDooId. _1 til U. 
OperatiOD area, aDd prorida ... oldlr •• moe. !he ... ' 51 1ooMe4 
in Ca Ia. 

(d) ldbert:rt Iml 

(e) lIeRe ~ tor the.m\h .... ldIrI.e aDd edflcda\ 
tor met or 13 Mar1Des CIl the rol18. all oems.. t.o '-'l!baW '0 
hSgh ._11. 

. . 
(S) CJtap1aill Sappo~ and Reu,so. s.m... VanIaJp .. wi .. 

weN aendaated ill the field top thaB. at the OaUlo11. -' ~ __ 
t.UbI. 

(a) Protestant Serri_ 

(1) s.r..1l S1Dllllt" lIerti •• - ."lIIIaDaa - 112 
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(2) Six week da,y serrloee - atteDleae - 11 

() Five Ccwwdon - at.tedDOe - S6 

(b) Catholic 81"1088 

(1) Foar Sundq _s_ - at.tenllanae - 12 

(2) Nine we ......... - atteJdaD •• 266 

(c) The Rel:s,-nta1 tbaplaln carried out paatoral aDd' .,m:.e'L-
1Dg Jd1d.str,r in the regiment It . 

L. Intel!f!ence. There hat'e been aD e1g1dt1.,.t. add1tlom or 
del.tlillso tlie WA.IVc ON .. of Battle 1Jl the rourth Marl ... 
area er operation during the ... th of Ju~. . 

(1) Pl'Darr Intel11gence 1nteJ!le8t' shifted to 'be ,1ft But 
Cates and Shepherd ar.. 0A~1'I'rw It " .. the IIaln effort in the 
Foorth Marines aNa of operatio_ 41D'bg the laUer ,aft of the 
~rti~ period. 'J'he !ntell1~llC. CoUeaticm ettOJlt ialUaited 
moderate to heavy e~ a«iyUy 111 the ~rea. ~ FIla .. Ga. 
of Operation C~lToy.T It, cmtact 14th "be' ~ .. li8ht. SaI'toeNII 

..-.DDICl tJunnn and fighting bele CDiplaX's ON uuxwerecl G 

(2) Wo en...,. UDlt Identification ~re GDDfiNid fl'Vll the 
captured eqm:pnent aDd/fir "'11"1&1 that _s t1l1'l*l 1.D dar:l.qr the 
tb&e trae. . 

(3) During the reporting pel'1ed two 1I1terrogat1ou or • 
intelligence nature oaeured. The 1D1tia1 Onl '011 a lIOlDIId 
prisonar of VU'. Interrogation of the prisoner or 1aJ' •• 
liMited. During the earq- portioll ot the iDterroptlon the 
PCH vent into ehodc and 18 •• ergen<r aed-enOlet.. The on.". 
l1gD1tiGUJt information ob1;a:l.ned tl'Gl tl4a POW ... t.be 
identitlcatlon or the 2~th Regt.. A. NtS,." or bath the loalth 
Marine. and Tasle Force Hotel OOB t1.leI produced aegat! ... result_ 
OIl the 2IPth iegto 

(4) The seCtWld iDte~gatio. ocaaNdd~ the lallt we. 
of the repo~i~ periodo This POW .. o'lalBit1.e4 .. a l'ItulMe, 
atter 1nt.JI"~atlon.. s1gDU'1ermt 18 the lcJeDttt1catlOD of • 
1...8 at wb1dl l'8tum'e stated _. operatillg JlOrUt of Ibe SaDh 
duPbtg operation Robin South.. p(M •• 11'1 us... to .bow 
lIlt11tl'8tioB route • ., 

.u-
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QEORE'l' 

Mo 'l'rai nt .. 

( 1) Tft1n.lDg tor the _nth or Ja~ GOld .... of t. tlJlllII of If /0 
veapoDS on a _ek." bam, 1Ddo.1'1IIa'IoD 111 .... r.. ... ." amICI 
pfl1'8m!Iel, classes 011 taaU.cal treJlde .. \_II1II U,.. lad __ \118 ... 
job trainlDgo 

(2) Small nt, battal10D lid lIdIIGal dIId ___ .. 
condu~tId damg the !eport118 JllJ1!c4 ..... ~ \be _'t.-1 
Decessit,.. tor thOl"Ough tl'lll1lllw ~ Marl .. Sa ....... .",. ftilt.. 
CClIII1aM attentlOD baa ben ocat. at &1\ ......... to .. .. 
soore the 1JIportanai for oClKtu.1IW IIlD \be t.l.ell- Ud .... aal 
:lmproYi .. _11 1Dd.t laadel'lld.p ...... ts. ....... t.al 
situatioD perlld.t. sat.,. pl'OCIICJuH to:r _U ..... -.i'S-
reae1Ted speelal 'II( LIn! atten1;iOD ~ __ ....... bdI~ 
vu held to .... 1.IIe the bIpo~ of ..,., til ... &14. 

N. C...s. oatlou 

(1) W~l ~aatlone ...... -11HI ,... •• Ud.I. I .4 
and sealor ud .ubor4~t. ~ .. . 

, 
(2) The 00IIIII'aDII '*-__ to. __ It " •• t41813_ ... 

aDd tamld.tted 261 .I~agw. 

(3) A toar (4) dlamel ad:1o Ie,. 1lII1r _ .. t.&bUlW oa 
8 JulT with Third Batta11oft, ,mnh ~. 

(4) A high ac.ard Nllo " __ 1!ak uttu._ aftc-V!} 
equ1p'. with YOiOi aDd 1ecnD'8 te'la7pe CII}'Ibllltr _ 
.. tab11ahed on 13 JulF w1th Ja1cboD l'baral, !bat,... .. 
00 t~.th... DurlDg tbe NpOrtiJIg perJ.ad \J. t .......... 
ra~ea 6Ciii a low of 10 degrees to • b1gh of ~ cJI~J _ 
with a anng~ .t..,..atUN of 80 dtgNel. !b ........ n.I41" 
readilJl ... 68J. 

P. 71re Suppor\ 

(1) ~ BIl, 12th Mar1De8 .... in D1refA IaJpoft of U. "'h~. 

-12-

DECLASSIFIED 

IIOUBUJI: (1) 
SDIt 



DECLASSIFIED 

S1I!ORE'l' 

(2) ,.",.. of IIlIHcml 

om 1JtIOBS II! 

1D.S 942 ~ .." 

1SS 111 m 10 

h02 1Ja 10 " 811 19 

(3) 'l'otal JUlbel" of raDda tiJttll 

HI 1ft' JL1, 

)Q; 3825S 130h 6lO 

~ 6143 1hO 11 

ho2 693 • • 
8- SlO 

Qo Ail" ~rt. DarlJw Ja1F the ............. ltlpMed b 0pINU0a 
SOOl'tl,m;nd lAWCA9'l'Ba II. !be all'"""I't pIWflcllcl .. u 
to11owet 

(1) Ueu..er Suppcri 

mar ~ '!rl(l'9 rMIJP /l1lJ/AJ'MII ,...AC 

HqCo 6S 189 (See r. Ca" • 
1/4 28 1100 " 
2/h 17 12BO 80 

3/L lis 1381 sa 
1/9 6 330 6 

2/9 :) 890 29 

1/12 15 60 0 

2l!.. 1 130 .n. - -
TOTALS 169 6866 ~ $~ 13 (WC/ojAU.€'. ~ ) 

DECLASSIFIED 



1, 

J 

DECLASSIFIED 

SEOTR1' 

(2) Close air support 

(a) S21.ortl .. (CAS/DAS) ... t ... tbM". 
the 4th MarlD88 01. ftl. -jorJ.'T ttar!III \he .. ~ ,.._ 
of the IIIOII\h 1IIIre in '1JPIIOft of 1.n SaL lat. .... 1H.:c,. .... 
~red the wlthl!ra'l rr- .. SIIda. TM 1M. or r", 
sort_ duri .. late paft of tM .-'11 .... r ...... ri_ 
in eRIPPOrt of 0A.lft'0tf II. 

(b) '!'he mA. for" la~ \0 ·'1 "-11' Sa a • • 1'--. 
I 

b\'ere .tftl1'tld ~ !to 

Seoonda1J' rSreaft:tt.p lo.so. - 10 

Trend! LSM de8trqre4 - '30 .... 
lmA .. 3 

A/rl Pad'1C1111 d .. t,..cl - S 

Rootcet/Mt .. dlatrD,f84 - 9.i 

Trude: deetropd - 1 

(3) TPQ-lO target.. Dur1JtC tbe pII1.od Gar ..... \b. BIll_ 
1Jd.t1atecl ~uests tor 22"1 Tpq..t. .tr1.... b 'lPQ --'lei 
vete floc and & total or 110 tem ~ arbD. ftI dtJiWlllo 
The majorlt,' of 0:r4 .... 08 ... cSropptd _ bai*el' OCIIplaei ald .... 
peated 8DIIf' poalt1oDa. 

! 

R.. Aot1T"lcma/D •• 1y.'lom/!!!!,spaUo.. -­

PARr If 

iTAD A • Helicopter Benpp" WeS&h'. 

JTA'B B - Order or Battle 

J TAB C - "th Marlnee OperatioD Or4er 6.68 
jTA~ D - Opcr~tinn Crder ;7-68 (Scotland Delta) . 
jTA~~ E - Lit:1 ;brines-T1sk Force II"'." , Canton I & II 

Cri ti(iUC 

DECLASSIFIED 

PCLOSffR! (1) 
SICllBr 



s;.; CRF.'l' 

DATE - , 

1 Juq 68 

2 Ju'11" ~ 

3 Ju9' (,6 

h Juq 68 

S Juq 68 

6 Juq 6S 

7 Ju17 68 

8 Ju~ 68 

9 Juq 68 

10 Juv 68 

11 Ju~ 66 

12 Jnll' 68 

13 Jaq- 68 

14 Ja~ 68 

15 Ju17 68 

16 JulJ' 68 

DECLASSIFIED 

Helo R88upplT !~,. t~ Jllr _ 

PHI'S 

1&1,!all 

6&,999 

12"4 S)2 

121,236 

63,391 

64,8. 

238,960 

3S2,s?S 

309g991& 

299,661& 

381~~ 

152,160 

29,12) 
.J,. 

:-- 219,b20 
; 

.. 41,632 

162,01.0 

St! 
17 ~~ 68 

18 Ja~ 68 

» IIIlr 68 

20 Jal1 68 

211a" 68 

22 J1alr' 68 

23 Jut, 68 

2" Juq 68 

2S Jull 68 

26 J1IlT 68 

27 JolT 68 

28 Ju". 68 

29 JII" 68 

lO ~". 68 

31 JalF 68 

TorAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

!ll91m1 

51,COO 

to,CDO .,. 
116')11 

as.-
".6111 
"., ,6IJO 

82.82~ 

",860 

1at.69'J 
12l,$ 

~,ODO 

.~ 

166,.0 

!!III! 
.. ..". 

'l'4B (a) 
·,SICPft 



DECLASSIFIED 

J J J I 
a a a a 
" " ~ " I I t 1 ~i !l ~ m Ii iii I i ~ 

. ., 
.II .~ 

: .! 1-= 
.~ , 

i J -:11! ~ 

~. 

!Iiill n~ ~ I tj~ i 0 ~!i 'I • 
1,8 

III Ii I Ii 
1ew I 
'I .. ! 

~ I I I I i!;e 
-.. 
III 
o~ 

i il! 
i i ; i ii~ 

il~I!1 • -I • _ailS 

," . r( 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

.SECRET 

DRAFTED Br lSl'IlI' D .. H .. OAMPRELL 

PRrO Rt'l't /FrJt1rJ.HE,..,..NIIIr JU.t%68 

l'1Dft FOURl'H MA 1tINBS 
TOI nRq'J' HR, rotmrR MAtmmS 

Bt1' TT-«> SIAm FOUR 
THIll) BN, JPOTTRI'R MlltrHES 
F11m' "AM, 1"RIl'I'H ", I(f'WPS 

INFO. T'mFTH M'A~NBS 
TASK FOOO! mrEL 
en, THIll) MA.1UJIV 

B1' 
SECRET 

00 1, THI 1Il EJrl It 111 

oPOaR 6..68 (OO"l'ON II) 

llo MlPS: VIETNAM, 1: 50,000 AM3 SERIES L701Jh SHIEl'S 

631&2 IIiI 6342 m 
B.. DIVO O2000",hc (<XH4 SOp) 

C. DIVO (3)00020 (COl) 

TIME DEI· HO'l'EL 

TlSE. ,0IU.lHl ZlTlott 

4TH.MA.Rnms 

1ST lit, 4TH M'A T«NES 

BLT 2/4 

3D J!.r, itT" l'A.'l1NES 

10 SITUATION 

1..0 ENEMI 

OOL MILIBR 

LTooL GlLBBA.ITH 

LTO>L .11> 

L"'OOL OOUlIIB 

(1) SEE OUR.,. mSUMS. 

(2) 3D SP!CJlL IIt'l'EtJIGENCE ImPORrS l~e.. (PA.SEP) 

_. 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

Bo FRIENDLY 
-

(1) TASK FOlVE HCYl'EL OONDUCTS GmUND OPERATIONS 

TO LOCA.TE AND DES'l'!Wr WA FO~ES IN OA. PIDVIDES MINnruM 

ONE DlFAl'1T~ BAn o\trmr (4 OOMPUTIES) FOR ASStJt.1PTION FOB 

STun DEFEl'JSE FRof-f 1S'r BN, 4TH Jo'Al«J'fESo 18T A!&TN DIVISIQi 

UNITS PARrICIPA'l'JON T~o 

(2) A "l!'J tJEltr 

(A) lS'r BN (=) (ronN) l2'l'H J.'ARrNI!S DS 4TH 

MARINES 0 

(B) 12TH M~lUNE~ (., (REIN) os 3D MARDIV J 

Pa:)VIDES GS/~lN FI!tli.:S o 

(3) AIR SUPFUm-

(A) 7TH AF/lSf MAW PIDVIDES F'IXT!.D/FClrARr 

WING SUP ro Rl' .. 

(4) ~ECONNAISA~TCE/SUTNEIlANCE 

(A) 3D RJ<:C(lJ BN "15 3D MA.ROIV .. 

(~) ENGINEER SUPFORl' 

(A) 00 A (=) 3D ENGR III DS 4TH MARrNES o 

(6) T ANl{' ~UPPORl' 

(A) 00 B (=) 3D TANT( BN DS 4TH MAtUNEs D 

20 MISSION 

4TH M41[NES (=) ~IN CONDTTCTS HEV~mE AND OV~Rl.~ND 

DTFUrrRr A...c;.~AutT INTO DESIGNATED AO (SEE OPERATION OVER=> 

LAY lllNEX A) T(I LOCATE, FT~ UID DEm'OOY ID!F}4l' FOOOES IN OA 

AND TO IOCAT!: .urn DEc:;"!' ~ Er~F.'t·"Y' SU'PPI~ C\CHES, ~oc~ SITES 

AND HBBO~ CUTJi"S TN OAo 

DECLASSIFIED 

:~ 

• 

~~CRET 



! 
5. i 

. ' . 
..)'0 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ECur!ON SECRET 
A ~ CONCEPT OF OPE~~;-

PHASE I Cm~'EHCDTG DeL. MAUMUM A~ILLERr um AIR 

plF,p VIOINl'T'T RE""ll""'1'T'AL OBJECT'IVR 2.. ()! D DAY, H...mUR 

ONE Bl\TTAIJON (~) (3 COMPANIES) rn:u.. MOVt m~RIAND FlOf 

VICINTI'! HILt 679 'PO '3~~ l£'U'1-®-",AL OBJEaI'IVE 1. CII 

D+l AT L..FTlUR A (lEONID BA'M'AUON -'TILt OOHDtTC't' HEUB:lM 

ASSAULT DlTO VJCTNl'I'Y ~~mrrAL OBJFl1TIVE 2.. OOI'H l3lT ... 

TWONS OC'tIDTrCT 3EA:tCH g FIX AND DES'I'Im' OPEI1ATIOH3 IN DES-

11NA'l'ED O~ is FOR PE~{ro-') J=5 D~YS6 

PHASE II ON OUR, FIRST DATTAtrOt] talL ATTA.CK 

IN NORrHERLY DI~TION TO SEIZE ~'1[MEm'AL OBJECTIVE 11 

AND OOMDuor SEAroH .. FIX A~ID DESTm OPEff.TlONS 111011'111111 

romon OF OA" SEOctID BATTALION latt ATrACK IN S01J1'HERIl 

DIRECTION TO SEIZE ~GlMEtr1'AL OBJmtIVE 3, COUDUCl'IJI) 

CAR!FUL SSI\ fCR CF D1l68S LEADItn TO THIS OBJEaJ.'IVB. 

Bo BLT 2/4 

(1) CC'IM';'-"E"TCjTl D'~211 OOPf!DUDI\TE 3 COlfP·UT,I1S VISlIfM 

HllJ, 679 (xn t:s-4!!~7)" 

(2) AT jJr,,}Tf'UR ON 0 DAY 4'M'ACX IN N01tJ'RERLY mlmmOI 

'1'0 SEIZE RroD1EN'1'U OBJEat'lVE 1" l.OCATI FIt um m:gra 

DlmlI FORCES, SUPPLY CACHES, IJXm SITES UlD HAllOOR SITES 

IN SOUl'HERN P(J::tl'";,W OF OA FOR 3-S DAY DtJRATIOIo 

(3) ON OlmER MOVE TO um SEI~ :tE~ME''T1L OBJEarIVE 

4.. CONTINUE SEA;PH, Fl'{ AND DESTIm' ('IPEM'1'IOi~S IN FO;mmtIR 

PORl'ION OF OAo 

DECLASSIFIED 

tSECRET 



DECLASSIFIED 

~ .. 
,I SECRE11 
r , ' 

! • 
f 

, I 

t i 

, i 

Co 1ST BN, 4TH MI\ 'trNECJ 

(1) AT I,c.HOUR, 1>+1, a:nmuar HELIOORNE lSS.\ULT 

INI'O LZ'S WID (m 9)4~9) AND THRmH (ID 9S(474). SEIZE 

(2) toolTE, FIX AND DE~RO! ENEI« FOtr:ES, SOF'PU 

CAamS, OOCDT SITES AND HA i1BOR SITES Dr OA FOR 3-, DAY 

(:3) ON OlmER, ATTACK IN 'ml1l'HERLY UII£CrION TO­

Wl1!)C3 lE'1!lI!mAL OBJEO'l1V-S).. SFtRlH ClREFUL '}'tIO Ml.l>R 

DTWofS IEl!JD1O 'J'(1~ m> Tm3 OBJE<mVE. cxmmroE SitA lfm, FIX 

AND DESTR1!' OPERA'T'loMs TN 04. 

(4) B! "llEPARED ON onR '1'0 RTCllLDT lITO ~IL 

10 TO JEDD'OIIJE/BUIOIT MAtlOR COm'ILCT 0 

Do OOORDIlfATllm lBSTRltlTIOHS 

(1) D-,MY, 24 JUU' 68 

(2) L/II ROtJl5: TDA 

(3) AlL UNITS USE MAmmH OOMMooClTIOH AND PBtstOlL 

SECORU I DURrm ALL M:>VEMENT. SESK TO toOlTE AND PIX TlI& 

EN 00' • ADDI'l'IONAL nFANTRY: WILL s cam:tTl'ED AS tiEQtlI mm 

TO COHOON ElM roICES. EMPHASIS ~n:LL BE PLACED ON PATI.n\c& 

AND fiRE 'roiIL 

(h) BNSlTJm FO!nTIVE llENTIFIOATIOW CF ALL PBRSOD~L 

tHO fIOST'T'IO"'S TO AE1Ir4t OBSElI1ATIOB. MAKE KUIMtDif USE CJ1 

HElMET MARKImS Am AIR PA!1ELSo 

DECLASSIFIED 



I 

: I 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
(~) li}!l'HA~ZE CNlrnTnus CAMOUFlAGE 4.ND DISPElBION 

OF PERSONl'El A. l-TD E1lJl'Pl·~" 

(6) Tmum mIN'I'S TN EFFECT !\S or 24000lHt 

IXr.S 92S2 

'17 RlS N.oo!S ~l 

COLORS 9SSO 

AurOS 96(,6 

FUOOTURE 9447 ,-
SOAPS 92lJ6 
VFDETARlES 9316 

BIRDS 9716 

TREES 9148 

sen DRINKS 9016 

BJrS ~rD1ES 8818 

spotO'S 87~ 

FRtTrrS 9051 

~E!' 9552 

(1) ON ORDER CotmTlCT HEllOORNE A.f3SATJtT TO EtPIO'IT 

It1lJ'EItIGEtl(E,/ENEJo!I CON'l'ACT TN 4TH MAm~ .00a 

(8) psrT~ R OPNS COOllJIJ.!ATED HI THIS HElDQUARI'ERS 

Blt)ADCAST TE'tM A'lAlLA.RlE ON REQUEST 6 

(9) SIX HOUR SJTREPS DUE q500H, llOOH, 170Cl1, 

2)00H, SroT HEPORI'S ON OCCURENCEl S'I'ATUS OF EQUIPMENT agpoRI' 

arOCH DAIll'~ DAY AND NIGHT AmIVTIIES BY 14Q)H" AU. TO 

laTH MARINES CPt' 

DECLASSIFIED 



~ .. 
I' 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

(to) Ul. COlJ1r·f .\N!)S w.PA'ACJIZE P~PER OmllNrltTION 

AND IOCA'T'ION OF UNITS '1'0 Tf:DTJCE PO<)5.[BI1TrIES OF nfJURr 

TO FIRE~1DLY UNITS BY' SUPRl!ll'IlfJ AIt1'S. 

(n) AIt T.r.tr'~ JtfAIN'!'WT A!-lTI-MECI"NIZED OAPA~ 

TRACKED VEHIOLEqo 

(12) FIRE SUPFO'lf' COOm?!ATION lAW FWM 7Rl" 

FIRES h'ITHlN ~oo ~;'ERS <F BATTAUON OOUNDA~ ~au. BE 

CLEA~ hlTR RE'1ImITAL FSCC" 

(13) AIR SRNT::trK13 ~'iILL BE POSITIONED 1T ARl'ILIEfI' 

FIRING POSITIONS. AIR SENTRIESp ro'S AND Atl'S WILL ORECJC 

F'JRE WHEN FRIFNDr.! AlfCR\PT 41E OSSERTED Al'PR)Acm:m DUlI}Ea 

AJt&4.S o 

(14) THIS O'lDF.R EFFFCrlVE FOR PLANNING UPON Dnm 

AND EXEcom:OW ON OTflE~. 

40 ADMINISTRATImT AND l(),}IS'I'IOS 

A.. SUPPLr 

( 1) SOU~F. ~ lZ STUD 

(2) PllF!3Cr-tIBED LOl\O ." AS DI "ECTED BY UNIT C~AN= 

DERStO'lNCLtJDE BA, 2 OATS Mel, IlLT TABIE'rS, lfU!ZONE 

TABIEl'S, AND TNSEOI' ~PELlENT 0 

(3) !ESuPPtr 

(A) PRIM4.JIT = HEUOOPI'ER 

(R) LS\= LZ STUD .., ALL B/lTTAlirONS AND 1IQ/4TH 

MARINES r,JILl. ~T"BLlSH lOG m1ITS AT LZ STUD m n:l" 

(c) R~S11PPrr R&":QUESI'S ~~L1 BE HADE TO UNIT 

C! t.n C! '!l'r' ''''1''1 'T'tf'G' nAT t>t:'TflQ "''' 'I'mi' nA'V I"Ili' mu:nTF.W 
DECLASSIFIED 

~SECRET 



r".. • : 1 • 

I 

11 

DECLASSIFIED 

(E) ON DJI\Y ONLY EMBltJENOY REQUES1'S '.JILL BE 

A.COE'PT ED" 

(F) MATIlfflM tm (11' DIS1'OS~BlE, PIAcrrIC CON-

1'ADTE!lS T-rrU. BE MADE Rr TNF~N'I''Rr BArUrONS •. BE PREPAtOO> 

(G) M 1<17 WlTER TRULEJS WILL BE USED AT 

FIXED POS!TIONS& 

(H) UNITS 1-flm Pt:&..POSITION ClASS II AND 

MRTJIC'\L SUPPLIES AT THE lSAo 'I'Y'PES AND AX>tmTS Arm Im' 

TO THE DICJOREI'rON OF' OOT COO"ANDERS .. 

(1) mrrr ~·4t 5 WILL STA~g AT THE LZ A.N _fOe., 

t2ICf PACKAGE CONSISTING ()F WATERJI RA.TIORS, AND AMMOtUTI(a 

IN sm'F!CIEN'l' QUAm'IT TO SUSTAIN '1",010 OOMPANIES OVER NICTHT" 

( J) TP.1lTS 'aLL INSTBE THAT elmo NETS A!S 

m~tED TO '1'HE 1.Z PIDJWP'!'lY. 'aTHom T~, mupP{;f IS 

~ D"'OSSImE D 
,I 

B., EVACUA.TrOW A~D HOSPlrlt.1ZlTIOll 

( 1) EXEJCISE PRF.V~"rJTJiT! Jom>ICIr"E !IIE!\ C;UR&S TO 

PREVENT HEAT CAC;UAl~IESo 

(2) TAKE l"A.UMtlM ANTI~MA.LARIA MEAStT£3. 

(3) EVfLCUEr.S WILl. BE 'i'AKEN TO co liD" 3D MEl) BlL 

Co 'f aANSPO':tI'ATlON 

( 1) HEll CO'-":'ER 

(2) TRIJCKS PIDV':orn Br G~,4 LZ STUDo 

DECLASSIFIED 

~SECRET 
" 



: 
i' 
" I 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

D D SE R11CF.~ 

( 1) 19T A~'D 2~ID P14 ToaNS 00 "". 3D alii R BN 0 

E. PE'tSONNEL 

( 1) C~SUAln- tEPORI'Tl«l IN ACCORDA?'CE mH PfES3NT 

DI!ECTIVE3 o 

(2) BATTA.LIONS MUNI'AIN REPW-SOOATIVES ~T 00 rID-

3D MEn BA'M'ALIOH ~O FACIll'!'ATE CASUALTY REPOmm AND &, 

COVEm" OF EQUIPMENT 0 

(3) PO'/OS '-TItl. aE HANDLED IN ACCORDANCE WI'l'H DIVO 

~" CNI? "In'll 00) C('F-rlNI CA'I'!otS"..ElECT' JDUCS 

A" m''gREtTCE (11) A~TJ) (C) .urn '1"HE hTH MA!UR) 001 

(I SSUED .C;1i;FA 1Wl'Rrr) .. 

Bo RmIO 

(1) AIL BATTAllONS ,ufO DESIGNATED UNITS WILL 

AfJI'IVATE AND JiAINrAD' A. 3TATIOfol ON 'I'JIR~~MNI'AL TA.Ol'lOAJ, 

~ (p~, (p) 37 1)40,) (M~1179) (;3) 6S,,45. (Xc862) )" 

(2~ A IF.lIJ.-:E~!TAL lOGISTICAL/ \DMIN REl' !s1IU. m: 

AcmVhTED ON D ~l A'I' C800 BA'M'ALlON3 MAY ENTER THIS NE'r 

AS ]E!~UI$no (FIBQ" 7'~~'9 (M-9'76) ,,, 

(3) INFANTRf Bt\TTAtJOBS ~{ILL MADft'AIN A. UHF CJ.PA= 

mLrl.'I AND BE PREPA'lED TO ENTER THa:IR IESIGNATED TA<n'ICAL 

AIR Dl~CTIOl~ (TAD) lJEl' WHEN DIP.ECTED~ 

(4) ALL M'H MA1UNES mITTS \f.ILt ENTER THE R80IJft!m'AL 

Ta.CP llE'l' (FREQo 40,uo ("~,~;B) ) FOR AIR/aBOUND USE WITH 

comnrunus -'YATCH OH 1'HIS NET" 

DECLASSIFIED 

lBECRET 



.. 

, . 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
(~) 4TH MAJtrNFS TACP rntL IN AD'lrTION MAnll'AIN A 

NET AND THE HoD.trAR NEI' .. (FREQ. 62.6S. (M-763) ). 

C. CRrPTO 

(1) Al1I'RM:NTI(1A'I'ION urn Jm(ERICAL COOES ... nc 

(2) BRl'.:VI'T'Y CooES "" 1':AG PAG .., hit 

(1) PflrYl'ECHNIO SIGlfAU3 IN AOOOHDANCE \lctH 

lBFEREtlOE (C). 

(2) M)KE 

(A) WJtITE-,MAllKINO OF E:HFltI POSITICBS 

(B) 1m) Aiml lIar SECURE. Bar SAF! TO UtI) 

(e) VIOm/GREI!iN., AID SECURBD, SlFE TO 

(D) IEIJ.OIT .... MARKING FRIENDLt POSITIONS 

Eo CD1MARD P6S'r 

(1) REPOTfI' ALL CP lOOA.TIOm WHEN ES'I'ABtrSREl) 

OR ClCSED G 

OP-h 
BI' 

DECLASSIFIED 

<.SECRET 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 

FIrlM'l FOURrH }~RINES 
TO: FI RST ;lIl ll FOHRl'H }'A :tfNECJ 

BLT 1'10/0 SLANT FOTJR 
THIRD T:lT, FnTTm'H l'A RINES 

!mI!1D "iN, 'I">1ElFTH r-~ A ruNES 

INFO~ CO, THIRD )fA.FIDIV 
00, T AS I{ FenCE par EL 
Tr,7EI.F'1' H nil ~ftrES 
NINTH f'A 1JN'ES 

m 
SECm' 

CO A, TPIlID 'lilT8R EN 

OPOIDER 7..68 (SCOTLAlUJ DELTA) 

Ao 1'..A.PS2 VIlinr.Q;~ li50»CX)) Al~S SERrES L70149 SHEE'l'S 

63laII, 6342 TIl 

Bo DIVO 0200~4C (OOlm SOP) 

Co DIVO C®O-o2G (COl) 

TDm ZONEg HOTEL 

TASK 01llANIZA.T!m~ 

4TH Jf.A.RI'NES 

",. , 

1ST mr, 4'1' H }ITA RINES 

DLT 2/4 

3D BN, 4TH r·1ARrNES 

L SITUATION 

A.. ID'Et-iY 

C01 J.!ILLER 

LTC'JL G.UBRUTH 

LTOJL 'RA.NN' 

LTC01 mum-IE 

(1) SEE CUR~T IN'l'SU1~3 

.. 
-) 

• 

(2) SEE SPECIAL Im'ELLIGEi~CE m;PORl'S 2~8o (NSEP) 

DECLASSIFIED 

'. 



DECLASSIFIED 

SEC~ET 
Bo FRImIDIY 

(l) TAST( FO!1CE TmEL OONDUOTS SEA:1CH, FIX AND 

DESTm OPE'qA'l'It»TS !<1ITH TTo[() JEtJIMl'm'S, BOl'H StJPR)1U'ED 

B! Dr BJT AND '1~IE=rAL STJPPOll1' A Rl'IitERr, IN A HElO AND 

GOOUND CFF»!SIVE IN THE BAlORJ AND DAKOONG VAtlEIS. 

(2) ARr:rILE~ 

(A) 31m Iff (=) (REIN) 12TH J"AfUNES OS 4TH 

MARnms o 

(D) 12TH MARINJ!S (.) (lEm) GS 3D MARDIV, 

PIDVIDES GStrum! FIRES .. 

(3) AIR SUPPORr 

(A) 7TH A:t IlSr HAW PlDVIDES FIXED/ROl'ARr 

l'lIllG SUPPOJI' .. 

(h) RECONIAI SANaE/SURVEILLANCE 

(1) 3D REcaJ m as 3D MAImIV. 

(5) EJ.TGl'NEER SUPPOlU" 

(A) <Xl A (-) 3D gGR Jti DS laTH HlllrNJiS o 

(6) TANK SUPR>Rl' 

(A) 00 B (eo) 3D TANK • DS hrn MARrNBS .. 

2. MISSI(Jl 

Ao hTH MA!{UTES (1Rm) OOtYDTmS HELIBOfI(! ASSAULTS 

Ir~O DESIGNATED AO (SEE ANNEX A OPEMTION C7lERlAY) TO 

LOClTE, FIX AND DESTIm" ENEt·1Y FORCES AND INSTAllATIONS IN 

AO, lNTEJ.I)ICTS KNOWN OR N~Y.t:l FOUND INFILTRATION mUTES; 

ESTlBIlSHES HElICOPTER U'S AND FIRE SUPR>Rl' BASE FOR 

I THIS AND FUTURE OPERATIONSo 
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~~o )~TH MARrNES GOP'1'nrmS DEFEllSE OF ?IRE SUPFOm: 

BASE Ci1.T:~S .IThTD SHEpm~fID 4.HD OPEIATIONS TIl Am:~S Ci' 

Pm:~AARC IIffEREST TO nr~ ~VES'r , 

3c Eu:crrJ'J'ION 

il. 0 CmrCEPT OF oPE1ATIQ.'YS 

?1t\SE I OOf1.t'EHcnm Dcb. MAXIHUM Alrt"IUERi !UID AIP. .- . '~-
pm;p,UWl'[OH OF AlL <;KLECT'I<JJ LZ'S. mr D=l ONE BA!T$~I;rON 

C3/u) "TIlL CO~TTC'r HErrro~rE ASt:;Hll·T TI!TO lmlij'HET}~ PORI'ION 

M. KlJ)UG 'T AtlEY AN!) COfTDTTCT ~RA. ~H FIX .sUm DES'fRIJI OPERA'lUONS 

IN' DESIG:'I!ATED Ao. Fo.R S~7 DA.'l:,. ADDITI01:AL HEllOC'~~ ASS~, 

A ULTS f.JIn IE ~ADE l'lr A SmHJTERL,j' r'OV11£ll'r THRJUGH THE 

VALIEr., A nRE SUPPORT B\SE T{Ir,L BE DEW-LOPES TO sUProm' 

PHASE IIo 

PHASE II on O:mER, il. SECOllD B.\Tr.\LIo.N O/h) WILT .. 

MAKE A HSLIIDRNE ASSAUl.T So.'],rH OF DAKOONG VALLE! IN DEs,. 

Im-TATED A0 9 WILt Assm·':E orco~~ CF FIRE SUPPORI' BASE~. AND 

C01IDUCTSE..\lCH, FIX MID D[,;ST~or OPE1ATION3 Fo.R ~c7 DAlSo 

ON ORDER PI~T BATTALION tal,t ORtENT ACTrolm TO h'EST IN 

DF.S1GNATED Ao. AND COIITTNUE SEAJJJH,II FIX AND DE9TIDY OPEIiI\= 

TI(mS FOR 5 .. 7 DAYS o 

30 3m ItT, 4TH HA q:rNES 

(1) OOM"EPCJOO n·,4 rt!Am·'Im~ AIR ArID ARl'ILIE ~ PREP= 

ARATION CF SEtECI'ID 1.71 So 

(2) AT IrIDUR D~.l cm-ronc! HELIJIHlllJE ASS!.Ul'fS n~l'O 

LZfS PIm:<N (m 9~9179)p PU~~ (XD 97thl1) ~m PEACOCK 

(In 968358) 0 
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. . 
DECLASSIFIED 

• • 

FCR 5~" D.P.YS, 

(4) DITEnDI<1'r t~S?~ IHPIlf'nATION RnTJTES, 

(~) DEVElOP ·,j·'!'E FO~t F :eRE BJ\S·.r.: :\ T (XD 968368)" 

(6) ~'<sTAm.ISH liJID iJ'TTfIZE ADDI'.I'IONAL LZ'S AS 

tm·Q,rIRW o DE7ELOP iT'lJJ:TJM OFJ LZ~S EACfT ON BOTH 11.:1131' 

4, hND 34, 

(7) ;)1~ CIlDER GFOP $S?ONSIB!lIT1 FOR F1 RE 

sUP'PO:rr BJI.s·~ 're 1/4 AHTl GONTni'1i~ sELlm, FIX AND DE5TIm 

OPEPATIONfJ 'm HE3TE111 l'ORITOl·! Ci~ A.D .. 

(B) ·~OllT111UE ~zcuru:'l.'Y OF F::~RE BASE SHEPlfEROo 

TlNUE 1n~1'I'ED OFFEIJsr'm OPE~TJONS TN AREA OF PRrf:TA1!' 

Co 1Sl' m·T 14TH lOA ~n"f'JES 

(1) ON ORDE~ ;{lITIl.IFT ONE COMPAliY TO FIRE: 

SUPPORI BASE A.T (XD 96i3;;68) TO ProvIDE SEC~;Rl:TI FOR 

ARl'ILLERr POSITI()l!o 

(2) ON ORDER r,cn,m~Tar FSLIOOR!lli ~S'AlT!.T INl'O 

&:l1THEm PORrIO~ OF DA;(HONG VAI:LEIt' ASSll-lE ~POUSIBILITr 

FOR FE:E SUPPOffi' BASE AND DK3F·jlATZD AO, LOCAT!:':, m llm 

DESTFiJf ~rEr·Y FCICES !\!;D INSTAIUTIQUS TIT AOo IN1'E2~rc:r 

En}~ nWILl':IATImr :OOU'I'~'So 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(3) S3TABIIS","{ ~l'n) DEV2l.0P LZW S \S RF;';"lTYItBD c 

Do Bri' 2/4 

• 
(\) 'X11"TIFTJE C;-CfTT{P Y OF lZ CATES, HIl.L 950 A.ND 

CONDUC'~ IllfITSD OFFEf.!3]VE OPERATIONS IN AO o MAn.1'l',UN ONE 

CCfPA tr:: '-JESr 'Jl 89 'i Rn; nNE,. 

(2) jJESlm.TATt~ onE COMPEtNI AS RE(}IMENTAL RESEiNE 

FeR El1:::_';'JJ!Th:~ IN Lm·nm DAKROU.r AREAo DESIGNATED OOHP4NI 

MAY {\';~I)1JC~~ LIHTI'ED O:'e'?A'rIO!-IS rn 2/h AO Dr DITERIM. 

E. crO-::a)JNA:rnn :mST FltCTI()NS 

(1) Dc-n\Y~ h AroUST 68 

(2) L/H H~URS~ 'rN. 

(3) An.. ID'I'1'S tJSE }rAXJ:~ruM COJ.tr'UNICATION MID PHr~ICAL 

S~CURI':/'- DU~n1Q ALLWJV E1~tNT e SEEK TO lOCATE A.N'1 FIX THE 

INTI Fr is ro'lE~ 

(4) F.NSURE POSJTIVE mElfT1FICATION OF AU, PEI5cmrEr. 

HEllrEj'lIUaalns AND A~m PANElS.) 

(5) mPHASIZg CONTnrous OOIOUFlAGE AND DISPERSION 

(6"j TRR1JST PO::urs IN EFFOOT AS 01 O,):>OOlH l.mo 

AU, m'; fER TRl1ITST POUn"S PUBlJ:!mED 'BY. THIS HQ CANCELlED 

SAME 11m.) 
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A., 0037 N .. 9)~48 

E, 831-,2 0" 9:;)6 

C, 8~b4 'Po 9641 

D, 8638 Qo 9738 

E, 8141 Ro 9942 

Fo 0232 3 0 oobS 

G~ 8848 ~r 0 OIU) 

R., 8938 11" 0'.!47 

L 9046 Yo 9934 

J" 9439 'flo 9747 

K, 9236 :{o 8T~ 

t" 9242 Yo (n35 

M" 91le z" 9,35 

fOr) en ORDER COHD ~JCT HELlOO'ItJE ASSA.t~ '1'0 uPtoIT 
.-

1-

nl'!'m1I~ICE/EtTM CON'.'/~:.n' IN 4',""H ~.ARnTES Olo 

/ (8) PS!'i-1\.R oP;~S O)OmmTAT~D ~ TH!SHE~lt\Rl'E18 

V BOOADCA~II' TEAr-' AVAIIAU:';! ()1~ REQTJ&ST'J 

(9) sn HOUR ~rrrR~PS DUB ~OOHJ UOOHp 1700H, 

2)OOHj ~l?(f!' REpORT'S ON OOC!Jl~)TCE; STATUS OF EQUIPI'·1EN'l' REPORt' 

mOOR I),Ill ~ D./lY ~ NIGHT ACTIVrrms Br 14ooHo AU, TO 

4TH l!AJeHEB Of' 0 

(1t) ALL oo·nmos mPHASlZE PROPER om:~rrATION 

AND LOC'J:nClJ 01" mlITS "0 reDUCE POOSIBn.ITIES CF DlJ'tJRC 

TO FR!E::)IX mr.CTS BY S'JPPORl'ING Am·ffi~ 

(D.) ALL m.1JT:J YAINTAIN ANTI~lIZED c/\.PA.= 

DILI'l'Y., :TC'l':cr.r THIS IB~JQUA.R1'ERS OF ANI EVIDENCE OF 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(1<') INFANTRY BA'ITALIONS CCOmnJA.TE ALL FIRES 

(13) f.IR SENT.W;S T.fILL3E POSTED AT EACH FIRING 

POSlTICI AND ·-rf1.t CFffiC',: ~'JRE A RrILLEF::r OR HORrARS SHOULD 

( 14) 3UBr·ifJT AI ;:: AND ARl'::WRr PREP ~UIIEMEN'l'S 

FOR Ef.m AS)~:'JI,T HELIUF'f TO 'flITS HQ NtT 2200 Il=2 FOR 

EACH APFlImB1.;~ BEtTIIF1., 

f ,P!" ') AI R SUppa Il\' \ IV. 

14.0 I.U um.'I'S lEQUE~STDJG AIR SUPPORr \O:'1LL 

PASS 1'AR'?Er DF;3CRrFTION~ '}RID LOCATIOH AND POSITION OF 

F RIE..NDLnS 0 

E" }!Al1lTAfN UHF CAF14mLI'l'f FOR FIXED WING 

COllTm{, ,nm SEcum SUF'F:rCrE~!T AIR PANELS TO MARK F1r)NT 

LINES 0 

(1) F,~lO 11roP lIFT = TACl'ICAL lOOOH 

THO !lA.'YS !'RrOR '1'0 1m 0 

"" AmlIN l000H DAY 

p RECEDING lr~ 0 

(2) I'IXED 'ffifO (OAsfD\S) .... lOCOFi DAY 

(J) IPQ ~- 1200H DAY OF REQUEST 0 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(4) IffiISTICS = 1200H DAY P~IDING e 

(16) HAND=HEID Fe! 4.urHORIZEDo SUOOT REQUESTS 

FOR AIR AND !Rl'IUEl!:' DELIVERED RCA TO THIS HQo 

(17) THIS OWER EFFECTIVE FOR PIAmWG UPON 

RECEIPT Mm EXECUTION ON OROERo 

4., ft.J)1·:trNISTRlTION AJID lOOISTIQ..'3 

1.0 supm 

(1) SOUlCE = IZ STUD 

(2) PRI!SC!UBED mAD ~ AS DIWI'ID R! mITT cn{ylA.N"" 

DEll) TO DJOUJDE BAli 2 D\YS MCI, SALT TABLETS J HALIZONE 

TABIETSJi AND lNSEC1' RF,l'~1To 

(3) Fm:SUPPIX 

(A.) PRI}'fARr ~ HEL!OOPTER 

(B) L<;A.,.. LZ STUD 

( 0) !lEStJPPlY REQUESTS 'fll,L BE }fADE TO UNIT 

B=l;IIS B'T 1330 THE DAY PJIOR'I'O THE DAY OF DEIJVERro 

(D) EMEIDmer RESUPPLY REQUllSTS 1irLL BE ACCEP~ 

(F) MAX:nroM USE OF DISPOSABLE, PLASTIC CON ... 

TAnTERS T..a:U. BE MADE 'P.Y INF'ANTRf BATTALiONSo BE PREPARIm 

TO SUBSU'l'tJ'l'E TI{A,'J"T1:R OANS FOR PLM3TIC OJ"n'ADlElB(> 

(0) M 10'7 'vATER TUlIL"E:as TfltL BE USED AT 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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(H) T)t.II'rS MUST PFJ:=FOSI1'If1n ClASS II AND 

MEJ(rC~l 5U :PL!.g;; 4T TIE ISo\o 'frpES <HID Ar··OUf-lTS A.RE LEFT 

(I) mITT 5=4'5 1rlILL STAGE AT THE 12 AN EMER1= 

nr SL/1 ::rmT QUAN'I'HI TD SUSTA] N 'J."'ff\) CCJI.iPANIES evER NIGHT Cl 

( J) UNITS (J1LL IN::um THAT cunc NETS ARE 

RE'J'UFJ S~ T!J THE 12: F!Vlm:cr 0 WITHOU'i' THEM, RIlSUPPU IS 

(f', E{E:CISE p,wElll'l'!'nVE MEDICIl1E MEASU~ TO 

:2:' TAT\E tl.AXPffiM A~rrr",JvfLlA RrA ME~S1JR&So 

,:( EJACOEES ',fILL BE TAT\EN '1'0 00 ltD" 3D :MED m 0 

: 1) 1ST ;\.'''D 21ID PLATOOnS co ft Art 3D ENG R R-lo 

r:., :'EE SOlmEL 

(1) CASUA.LTY .lE'?ORrnn IN ACCORDANCE WITH PRESENT 

(2) BATTALIOl'B 1TAINl'AIH REPRESFJ.lTATIVES AT co liD· 

3D'!!';') }i',,!,,- hllON ·~o }I'A(!rITATE m.:mAI:rr REPORrnn Am> HE= 
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fl., ;m<:t:REHGE (B) UID (C) A~:{) THE 4TH J.1ARrNE3 COl 

(ISSUED 3Eh\RAT1:rr) 0 

B, aAIIO 

NET (pm:'}, (p) :7040=, )~,-1179) (.3) 6504S ll (M=B62))0 

(2) TI-IF AN'l'Rr HATr ALIOl~! "TILI. YATI1l' AIN A T.JHF CAPA.., 

BILCI':' H;n ~!E PI:EPA~]) TO EtITE'~ THEIP. DESImrATED TACTI~L 

0) AI,:, 4TH ¥J3.lNES mOTS ~lILL ENTER THE REIJ.IMmTAL 

TACP HE;'!' (FREQ" 40040 {U~S38) ) :i'OR AlTVGIDUND USE WITH 

HEI;'[COPL~:ffi ARFOY:r.~'l} Itl TIrE OF L:~~ AND tVlLL 1-1AllfrAIN A 
I 

co>~":rrOH: HueH ON THlf: YET" 

:4) 4'I'l ¥JlRU}S TACI' "Il It n~ ADDITIOtr ~1Anrr.lIN A 

NET ON 'HIE F!oDo/,rAR ~rE'j'u (FREQ< 62 0 6$9' (~! ... 763) )" 

c., UIr?"TO 

(1) AD'! HENTIC~,TIQIlr AND llmEHICAL CODES -- KAC 

Q\G 5o:J? 

(2) B~ITl'J'Y CeDES = KAG PAG ." 5'0 

Do VIS'JAL 

(1) pnOT1t~CHNICgIGNAl.E IN AOOOIDANCE !-1ITH 

R&;'FREITCE (G) 0 

(2) S1-~(KE 

(A) HHIT~·~1ARKINO OF ElTEHY POSITIONS 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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(B) RED":\, l~A N<1I ~ECURE, Imr SAFE TO lAm 

(C) Vlonr/G~EN, ARFA SECU1!J). SAFE TO 

(D I YELL)'~T c= MAIOCHlG FR[J!lIDtr POSITIONS 

E~ corJfA1ID POST 

(1) RK'ORI' iU,L CP LOCA'n:Om rm»! ESl'ABIISHED 
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Oryening rmutrks by CO!1lna.rr:1ine Genoral, 'I'ask Force Hotel i_iii 

I Secom AiWl; 1i.eg:1ment Oll8rations, Canton II :3 of' J 

II Canton II 

Introductory I"8rI1azoks by Comman::line or:r1cer Fourth Harines 1-2 

Ao 

~.-.'. i 
-~~ 

-~ ... 

B~ 

.. 

.. ~:: 

~~- -"~ 
C .. 

D~ 

I.."lte1l1gel.lOO 

1. Canton II 

2. Grown Recoml:l1ssaooe 

,. Prisoners 

4~ Aerial Photos 

,. Weather 

Operations 5-9 

1., Forces Pa1"t~cipat1ng 

2. l-lissions 

,. Concept of Operations 

4. EKecutlon 

5. !.ssons Learned 

Intell1ge IJlIDe lO ... 12 

1iJ CaptUNd lieapons. Ordnance ani Material 

l~SC/Art1ll.er.r 

1. ArtUlsl"Y Su'OpOPt 

2. CourIterbatter;v am Cowrt.8l'!l1C)l-tar Requi:t"fJments 

'0 F1:re b'uppoJ"t Cooldination 

40 Air/Art1l1er,y 

S. Cammunieat101"l8 

6. Lessons Lft.1"nII!d 

if , 
DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 

1. Gener1!.l 

). Lessons Learned 

Fe Lo[:istics 

). LasSt)D5 Learned. 

G. CauIIluniclltions 

1. Genenu. 

2. OVer :;~d.1rlg ani Mutual Interlerence 

3. Necessity t.o l(.elay Traffic 

4. Brevity CrJde 

So C0lll'1"0Ul1'Je ani Security Violations 

Ii 
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CRITIQUE 
CA:·;'l.'ON n A.CTION 

INTROOUCTORY COi'li:...I!:NTS 
COMfllu'IDn~G GENERAL TASK FORCJS HOTEL 

W:. had long suspectsi that t.he rugged terrain "II.at or VaDiecr1tt ec.bat 

Base sel"Ved as an NVA hideout and a source of a variety of malicious actiylties. 

We knew that friendly intrusion into the area. 1nYar1ably provokecl a detel'll1Md 

enemy reaction; we :remembered that our a11'craf't that vande1'fi.d OYer the "llon 

wel'tl often shot at a.rrl scmetu.s shot down; _ recallel that conv011J turning 

south at. the Rock :-118 used to face interception :rran th.e wst; and .ore 

recently. we bad St;,en rockets come crashirtg into VamegrU't frail sites to 

the west. r. also wer8 ,'),oeustomed to seeing • dua1¥ red a;ymbol on D1lP situation 

mapa aUl"lD181ng the ~l"G.ance of the 8th Battalion, 29th RegiJttent. Even tboae 

who doubted vhathe::- that unit remained in the al"8a acknowledged that s .. 

And so to remOYa sOlIe of the UDeerta1nV. Task Foree !Ictal pl.anM4 to 

employ a battalion 1)[ the 1st Marines, upon ita depanure t1"CIIl Khe SaDh, 

to :tmld at Hill 71S ..... the area's daninant feature-and search Sllrl"Owliing 

terraino The 1st. HariMs nadnated. 1/1, whose battalion camwner 

recormoiteroci the area by chopper am prepared h1s plana. Bat by 6 J\Ily, 

toJhen the lat HarinaB departed the flat and clean Khe Sanh Combat &_. t/1 

remained behird to battle an lNA force at Hill 689 that seemed reluctant 

to havo the ¥.a.rines leave. The battal.1on spent another sis days bet01"8 it 

could retr1eve eight ~la.r1ne bodies frail the HUl's tOl'WaM slopeso 

1 
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t4eanwhUe. on 9 July. a battal1.on 01' the 3d Marines-1/3--arrive! 

at Vardegrif't and relieved 1/4 as the security battalion. The next day-

10 Jul,;y-the eReIIJ" rend.r¥ied us that our action was aveJdue by 1"OCketing 

VaniegrU't not once but .... Nl. tiMe. 1'he f'ol.lMd.ng 1IOrni.ftg-11 Julr-

1/4 larded at the topogl'apb1cal C1"8st of H1ll 715. initiating a reconnissanc. 

in f eroe they JWIItId the "Canton !etion." 

Task Foroe Hotel ass,.eel d1Not opcon of 1/4 tor this action 8ince 

the 4th Reg1aant already had its hards full with 1/1 fighting at HUl 689. 

2/4 ani 3/4 at Cates ani Shephard. 1"8snectiye].y. al'd 1/3 manning the rampart. 

at Ca Lu_Vardegr1f't. 

Pricno to 1/4' s lan!ings on am 715. .. n~ped. the objecti," area 

with bcmb. am rockets fro. 12 flights or f1xC 1ftng a1.rera.tt .m with ?92 

rounds of 8" hcN'itMr. lOs-. and 15S- la,Ullers. 

Marines of the first wa .... ~::tJ:oca. their CJi..46 beJ.oII at 09501. 

Like the 'bro _Yes that rolll.v. tlw7 NOeived no tire ani eDOOWltend DO 

oppositi:)n.. Btlt a Cif...46 in the 4th *". only a fa teet above the LZo su:lden:q. 

took bursts or • .50 caliber llach1negun t1Joe. crashed and burnad. J. tun 14'*l 

of troop.. their helmet. jar.red frca their head. by t,bI _pact. ard the helo'. 

C1"8llll8D all 8CNableel to sareV ahead of the MUiDg tlam... One of the 

C1"8tfteD. sustained an in.1U1'7 that reql11l"ed hi. ft'acuation. 

This 1noident. plus a sprinkl.ing at 82a aortar rounis impacting in 

the LZ. caused the night leader arr1 battalion cCllllltl&Dier to use an alternate 

LZ. of! the crest. about 100 aetera away. The la.t _ ... larded there at 

110SHo Meamm1le.frioDily rockets am borabs plastered. the tiring site of 

the e~ • .50 caliber ani it was heazd no more. 

11 
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There \omre two cmtacts on D-lJa.y.. l-larinos uf C/l/4. northeast of' ns. 
S ')otted J INA rurmi.TlE: =mto a trueline" Harines called an artillery mission 

on the a.rea with. good target coverage. At 2100Ho D/l/4., operating west of 

the L;C;. recoived 10 rounds of enemy mortar fire.. Dna Harina lias killed and. 

two others received I'aino~ wounds. The MXt day" 12 July. at 09)OH. C/l/4 

raceiveci 6 r'OWrls of ~n1pal" fire, wound~ one Marine. B/l/4 tourd S HVA 

bodies 1."1 tl.w thl.ck canopy was't or Hill (15'5 S1JMI.Il1t. All e10ments of 1/4 

f;Jl'l the 12th continttAtl to fW heavily f'0f'tU'1ed positions that had beeJl 

, I rooentlJ· occup1e:l" 
H 

D"2" At oaOOHo the LZ security torce ldlled one l~VA with M-16 l"if'le tiN 

and captured his AK .. lj·7.. At 1420H, whUe Marines or 13/1/4 ware 'lloving west­

ward down a trail, t.boir point aI_ant was struek by a COl!lDIaJrl detonaUd a1ne. 

They pulltd baek, set up a }»r1Meter. am .ent 81_enta ~owaM to retfte1re 

13aaualt1eso The 8nE11fJ!f set orf another CCBlaM cletonatecllldDa am 1"1Nd.SO 

caliber arrl 82mm mortnl"Sl /Itt the \arines.. Rasults of the engagement .. re 

1 KIA. (RJIlli) p 1 rHA and 8 WIA. (EVAC). 

D+30 Planning continued an the Blaming of the 14th tor a HCaftry operation 

to retrie't"a the 1 KIA (BNR) ~1'tl 1 HIA. frau B/l/4. At lS30H. A/l/4 dbpl.aoed 

by halo b help in the ope at ion. Follow1Dg a 4~t. artUle!7 prep. el8lents 

of A/1/4 HlO-vod. out at 1900H but soon encounterEd anotheP -_. resulting in 

4 K1A. and 6 WlA (J::VAC). 1 KIA baing the Alpha C51lpany c.nmamel'o The unit 

vitbi~.. A debrief' o! 1/4 personnel in:licates the aiDe. eacount.ered were of 

D-+lJ... !.t 09{}OH 0::1 15 Jtily" the 1st Bat.talionv 4th Marines cOIIIIIIEmOed. it. 

j-,:llUift fro.s the vit:lnity or Hill '115 to Vandeg!'U't COIIbat Ease. The IlCJN 

... : ,~ . 
_~ Lt A' '. 
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Sta.t~.stics for C ... ,nt.o.r: :. ::I'O reflactoo em tld,!' chart" (Fris.ndly: 6 killed 

I 
I 
I 

I L ____________ ---
Ii 
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.. --.,. • Itt Si!:COliU AF,V 1~ F;;.:;G 1 "UT 

FI;{kl.r ~jfl{IN.;:;;) U{O'FEi.;SIVE ACTION. THE DERTITm> COURSE OF ACTION WAS FC£ THE 

~ECO!D :t.FIJN TO ll.EOLIFI FROt1 PRESErJT POSITIONS D~10 U'S Alm ESTABLISH A 

PJ~.oCK1""NG ;::OSITIOI~ ?'C TU~ NORTH OF THE FOURTH HARlI-JES. SUUSEQUENTIALLI. 

Th"].,l~ I'!OHLD SEARCH 'LHE SOUTHE:RN CAr-1 1.0 RIV£R BASIN. 

lUIS COIJCEPf l"JitS Pt:C;SEI~ TO COLOik.:L GIAI, CCl·n-1ANDIt-K.! O,,'FICER. Aim HE 

E.i\.GKRI..Y ACCb;PT1:l1 'lHl!: p[~OPOSAL AND DEVELOPED HIS SCHi.ME OF Y.ANWYJ!:R. 

PF~ax:r.Hrr OF TEE FOUE1'1l HARnES rom-mARY. A 1lETAIUD 'l'll·a-: TAilLE WAB 

~iUCH A Sl~,U':;NCE NO~~ TO H:nID~ THE FOURTH .rlAR:00:5 BUT TO POSSIBLY REINFOBCE 

EARLl ON 24 JUTJY AS GEl~ HlliPPItlJ COMMENCJ!) THE CONTROLLIUG ,10. 

QJShl\VJ:;,l) BUHKiH3,t Tf~NGIf I.Jl'J~S AND S<l-lb: NVA. AS T~ DAY P'ROOMSSlID .\00_ 

IT IOl iAl. DEFENSIVE POSr;'IONS 1'iF;RE UHCOVMill>. COLONEL GIA.l DECIDED TO POST. 

p·:x;g D ... DAY Ai.D f.i!.4~ UESTL::O !{OP£ Am.. FOO TH~ !JEX.'l' 20 HOURS FIXED ~1n~ AlID 

PAGE 1 OF 3 PAG·ES 
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COLONEL G IAI ASIW .~'OR A L-HOUR O.lt~ 1300 m~ 25 JULY, Tll~ CH.Ml~ A 

Si£Vi~RAL HE.LILn'TS :W .sUPPORT Olt' LA.NCMlTi:.R JULY ACTI~. I1I COL PARSON, 

SENIOR ARIa ADVISOR "ITH ARVN. S\llGESTED At() Rbl¥Ur~ Am'rY UBiE HELICOPrJ!;RS 

TrlRQUGtl HIS CHAIN 010" CO:lvlAiID. NIrili.: UHlE JOO,ICOPlERS ~'ITH A. CAPACITY OF 

CARRIIJ:t; 1 ARVl~ SOLDIERS reR HELO Ai'RIV1W AT VAlI)I!XiRM Ol~ TD;lJ!: BUT THE 

LAJDING ~i.A.S D~1ALl:D B£CAUSE OF 1. PAIN SQUALL. 

FOLLOi~n*-.; ADDITIOI4A,L AIR PREP THE FIRST WAVE LOADIIV WITH ARV-~ SOW.lliRS 

OF' THE 31~J,No SET'l'UD DO/H~ ON HILL 490 AT lSOO. :DlMi!'.DIlT!!J.Y TIu!;Y Ii.ECi:;IVcl) -
IN'r~USE Alti FIRE ~'ROH A RIDGE Lll~ TO THi!: NORTH. AS Tt1i& ARVN J)i\BA!U'~ 

FROU THE HELO'S THEY t-JERE ~nrr WITH S/A Fn~ FROf;l AN ESTJl1A~ NYA SqUAD 

LOCATED ON A KtJOLL ;·.OOUT 150 i·liTERS AWAY. f·1ORE AIRSTRIKES ~~ COIIDUCTEL> 

WH~ TWO I~ORE WAVJ::S v,ERl!: INSl!:RmD. T~ A/vJ POSITION WAS SIUl,CI:.J) Alii) THE 

ARV1J ASSAULTED TIE iNA St)UiID. FIERCi;.; FIGHTIUG PREVAllaiD BUT 'Il~ O~'T~-1nOO 

Ai(V!>LS OVl!:R IWJ THE POSITION ACCOUNTI101G FOR 1) NVA/KIA. THEY Sm'F£~ 1 U.So 

".0. Ka, 1 ARV~; KIA AIJD 18 WIA (EVAC). COLOfiEL GlAI HAD SUSPEWEO TliE LlF'.r 

'UNTIL THIS POCKET OF RESLSTENCE WAS ELIr1lHATED. MARltE HELICOPl'ERS EVACUATii) 

THE A.~VN WOUll:lm AND ANO'l'$R WAVE OF TROOPS WAS INSiRTED AT 1800fL THIS TD-m 

8vn1 t10RTARS Al'i) RECOnESS RIFLE FIRE lMPACTi.O OB '!'lIE LZ. TlHiwAS NC£v 

:acCC»iOO A MAJOit FACTOR AlID ,RD Bt~ HAD E1M!EN1'S IN TWO LOCATIONS. THE 

D~JSION WAS HADE TO HFJ..ILIFT m REMADUNG FORCES TO V.A.tl)}!DRIFT. l-lA1U!iE 

HEL.1COP1'lWl ccttpl,;.~.tJ.~ THIS MOVE AT 2.QQ2!!. ON lULl. 492 T& UNIT. CCf.U'RISIOO 

OF 150 A.RVN SOLDLillS. 2 u.s. 1o'S AiID 2 u.s .. AJ)VISORS l!:ST.ABLIS&D A PERlM!l.'T~R 

Di!.:l"·ElolB~. IN A DEBRli::F. Oln:; u.s • .ADVLf;)oa .Rl!.l.ATID THAT HILL 492 \oJAS LrJ."lERiD 

ItUI'H PORTIO!JS OF BODIES AND MAN! DEFENSIVl!: FOSI'l'IOlJS HAD BE&N DESTROYED BY 

II 
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THr:OUGHOU'1' ~Lll~ ItCCiHT T.Pv.'5 A".D AltT::r.w..t:RY BUST&;; rosSlilW El'il'l·u l'A".JJt:-rS. 

'rm; Hl~.T :;'l()PJ.jL~~~~1AIUDER 01. Tljj~ )lID BATTi\LIOH AiID ill. OF T11G 1ST BU 

Wl;;RB H£:I~IL!FTED INTO HILL 492. 1ST BATIALION :U·iHL.uIAT~Ll MOVED TO lU.L.L 45'0 

AlW CClJll~NC.I!D A D::ZTAl.:.., Si~ARCH OF THS ARLA. l-JO CONTACT 'vJAS .~PiilllliNCID 

DURIUG THIS HELILI!i'T" 3HD BA'lTALI01~ BSTABLISIfI!D Tlli:IR BLOCkCn~G POSITIONS 

AS Tl~ 4~H ~IARIlo,fu;S WERE ORDERED TO Sl!:.i\RCH OU'! THE l-IDRTHI.'EST RIDGE. 

ClY.tPAi'JY PATRO~ vlERE DISPA'l'CHiD ON THE 27TH BUT NO k:NEM,Y WAS I<'OUND. 

on THIS DATE COLONE.I~ GIL1 RECEIVW WORD TO D:WPUCE HIS UNXl' TO DONG HA ON 

Tllli 29TH.. Olv n!E 28TH OlJ£ BATTALION SWEPT NOl~T.BEAST n~ THE CAt1 10 R.rit~R 

.BASDI .Al\llJ THE OTImR RIlTTJ,LION MOVED ALONG THE ADJACEnT RlOGELIllli. 'I'm;! 

D r.s.PLA.C.IlD ON THE 29TH i3Y HELICOPTERS AlID TRUCUl 0 

COLONEL G.llI'S .R£GD1:,HT ILLUSTRATED ~TREM&: AGG~IVEl~SS AlID PRO .. 

somnm. Dlil10NSTRATiD COUPAGEOUS DE"fhRMIl'ATION TO CLOSE WITH MID KILL HIS 

fl.t.!,;SUL'rs OF THb: .~R.Vtl PAliTICIPATIOlh FRL!;HDLY; 1 U .. S. ArID 1 ARVN KIA. 

18 ARVU WIA (EVAC), ElJEHY. 13 rWA/KIA. 6 AK-47s CAF'EURiiD. SEVl:~RAL BUf&RS 

PJ..(lE :3 OF J PAGES 
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On balance, the Canton n operation proved highq successful.. Its 
, 

success can not be measured in enenv confirmed.. J.1orG import;mt. JJ]', ::;.t 

can be gauged qy the number of marines who will not beoome .f'Ut.t.U'8 

casualties from the en8llf ordance captured.. To the in.dividual J.'T.a.1':;.r:&~ 

the capture of an enEmF mortar or .R.PG round has a .,,67:1 persortal meanin£> 

A«tlitionalq-, a significant contribution to the defenses ,:}"t Ccmbat Baae 

Vandegrift and Fire Support Rase Cates. Certa:lnq-, the NITA ""as dealt 
r'\ 

a savera blow.. The rice cadles are important when oonsid .. ra,t:l.on ils 

given '0 ,he difficult,. the NVA win have :replacir:g the. :l.n a non=I·:5.oo 

prodac1~ localso The ordnance will be espec1alq hard for him to 

rep lace betore the 1IIOD8oon seasoD .. 
; 

Problans developed during the planning and execution of (;i.Ulton II~, 

SOIIte of these a~e because'we failed to fulq held lessons r:zoarlousl;r 

lsarned. Also, we maDa'-'{8d to craatG a; tew new problems al CuT OW" 
I 

CD the ether hand we did employ to good adYantage leesoM 1B~rl.'nlSd during 
~. < 

001" experial C8S during Operation CIlarlton, in April, and Robin South in 

JUDe.. I would 1i'kB to highl1~t a rev of the tedln1ques with worked 

.... n· during Canton n .. 

First. Compan.v opel'"atinl; bases vere a~ain used to good s. dv ant a go " 

We had pl"8V1.oU!tq- employed them during Charltono These comp~qy opera=· 

ti_ bases per!lit the troops to cover a given area faster and mOI'8 
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located near a. water source, e::rpe cl.al'17 J) during the hot. SGa ;'l'l!:.. ihu'l:.t :'1.' 

he mIl ~:t'end b.r his supporting arms or trOops that ul:d.Ch :.1] imp:n"toi:':' 

to him.. W. ~n. found him vulnerab18 to decept.ion a.nd rap:'.d n;.oV'-ll:18:!'J~1) 

Third.. Sufficient time must be allowed to permit thorollg1~ sear-c!i -
for caches.. Inte:resting~ I the larP,ost c:s.ehos ware found tow<.u>d t.he 

end of Canton TI" Tn short, you have to live with the MGII1Y" Thi;3 
(\ 

,ermits a nmd1 better search of' the area as troops becom$ fnmiliar 

with the ground and gain confidence. This ia not mant to ;'lkP'lT l'-bat, 

units al'e stationary in the area, SinC3 frequent 1JlO'f'eioout ,,;Ii.thin the 

general area is mandai-. ory " 

dictate your tactics" 

Fifth and 'lAst" Again '(;fG found the 4 .. 2ma mortar a ven3nttle 
1 • 

weapon and wall suited for this type or operationo 1fuan the opera·; 

1'"'"\ tion was modified to search out a suspected rocket site, th(~ i~o2~l') 

were read! 11' ava! labla to insert into tbe fire supporl; b~f!I~ pend1i1~ 

a.rrival of' the 105 ~ II., " 

In summary, Canton II taught us Deb, and we take jllf,1 t:l.:'iable 

pride :tn. the job done by the Marines or 1/4, BIJ1' 2/4fr 1/12 <lnd 3/12 \, 

'''e aN also ap-pree1ativs of the first. elss!! support p:rov:Lct)i by 

Tael( Forct') Rotel" 
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lc> CANTON IL - --- All ev .... i}.,lb19 inteJ.!l[ encc nol1t~c':.i.ons 

means WUI"IiI 6(llplo~red dur·inethe ,.~rlod 16 July GO O,4\uL:ust 

p~oviuinr: datQ wi th "Thieh t,) flH.alyza th9 area &.nd UH{I enemy 

MountainoU8~' dense doubl" llnd tI'iple canopy COVtH't;d j;errahl 

existed.. i.'h& 2/~ AO was cho.ractet·lzed by elephant, L~'1a8sj) 

plateauB and le3s mountainous terra1n and only sinrlo canopy 

r:"m rOUl:hly .from north to south on the nOl'th and 8011th aides 

or Done Ca Lu.. There were t~l};utarles ot the 2.2.P11. .C.:mJ. Lo to 

t DOrtb and tributaries o~ the ~ane Tr~ to the iOl.lth all 

ot t~ae prov1ded routes or acee.a and exlt tro~ the area 

2. OROWID RL;OO.i.~AISJAllCE (~COJ). In the two weeb prior 

to the atart of CANTON II there were threo "ClOn Inoerta 10 

t~ ylolDlty or DODe Ca Lu and H1ll 71S. Two had oontact lD 

ylolDltl ot (XD 9449) and the ~lrd vaa 10 the vlclnlt7 ot 

(ID 9)4), b~t bad necatlve ob.erYatlon. Recon team Football . -
r 1£ at 20 J~11 v1a1n1t7 (JeD 92.3$0.3) aa4. contaot with (2) 

IVA wear1De llgbt tree. utilities and covera, reault1nc 10 

(2) BV' ItI' COIl'. A reoOll te ... de ooataot on the 11th or 
lulJ with (2) IVA YlclnltJ (X» 9S3S.3S> resulting 1n (2) IVA 

ItIA COIJP. 

). rRI80IBH8. 10 pl'iaoael'a weN takeD d~l'lnr. the, a.otion; 
i .,." I 

tbis limit.d our input ot Intelllt.;eno. from the tl.~ to cap-

tU1"e4 veapOils. materlal ll and obaervatiODa ot base aroILso 

, 

, "".. . 
.... .~;. ~- , 
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received after the opfirat~ioll stqptsd. once rece1:ited tha photo,s 

were rea. and data passed to both 1/4 and 2/4 in the field" 

~. WEATHER. The w.&thel~ in the OA dtu'ine the opel"1tl'liion b.Qd 

no adv~rs. effects on our actions. The t.~raturtas l"mged 

from the mid-70's at night to tha mid-90's during the d~y~ 

Ceilint '.8 ooeasiollally droppod durinr.. periods of rain showers, 

preaentlue: sosne problems to ow;> air s\.'lpporto SO!"t:.G1 problems 

weI''' ellcomltered trling to L ttt enollfh lIi4Ui'ljher and. Q.stro a at&!. 
f" 

t ... _ .,nour)a. 1. ad".ilce to utilize in th" plann'-nr; of the oper-

ationo This has since been OVt:-rcolU" Humidioty W·Q.5 hir.h due 

to the treq".Rt showers and the heat in bO'lIh AO I Sa 
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Hotel. ctireoted Gp0raticns in the :Ii.l1 715 complex tr,) 03:P6lld prmou.s 

actiri:tjy with a I!lItcon~ purpose to recover 'bodies of tvo J~:d.t!1es 

ldlled in Can tan ~ A C01:!oept to expend the op$:t'S t:!.(n to .i.nc lude a 

aecond batt&l1on ope:rati zg :~.n th-s pl.a ~l. a:cea ~s ~.ppl'jV<3d.., lhe 

.,.im vas f1nallJ stated Mot 

(a) To ocmduct h01fborns and O'f'arlalld :!ntant~ a.I'HiSults into 

and cleatrqr eoelV' SUP»l1 oachsflv Z'UOket Eli tee and hi~::il-.):r /3::t es, 

(b) On 3 Aug a.n e.de.iUcllal specifio missiol! ~:;;1 so::.rcil fo? 

po .. ible rooket: sites Xl) 5052 tta3 e..ss1ened BLT 2/ 40 Ibcke~;s had been 

•• 4irectelL, 

30 £mo!E- or Opmtio~ Tlle Canton II aotia;. m.e OJ·lginali3 

pleDe4 as a ho p.b.a~ two ts.ttalicm operation, 1st lln, .;t'l Ms.:e:ine., 

••••• igned 1m ,,-0 that inchded. the RUl 715 oomPlex wid t!YJ :lIljo~ 

4a_ 1_41. eogth to ROll te 9() BLT 2/4 WUI to opem te ltli t!alq :In 

the plateau ~ west of 115 and. lat.er move to the no1*..h axel nortlh_stc 
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(a) Phase I 

DECLASSIFIED 

(1) lILT 2/40 On (D-1) 23 July m..'l' 2/4 _seed 3 aompu:Jea 

at BUl 679 (XD 894458) and 011 Dona,- 24 Jul7 began OVerlfJ'ld ~Vell119llt 

w.rd. Beg:J.aJltal Objectivs 10 2/4 eeou:recl Objective 1 on 25 Jul3fJ 

OOIMkotad o,aatiCll8 in this area UIltll 28.Tul7 w1th out ene. O(Ltaot~ 

(2) l.t -. 4th Mar 

(a) Q1 25 Jul,y (»t1) 1/4 OCll_ote4 he11bome aDaaW.ta 

__ teet Ill • .,. aquad &8 A and 13 c0IIIpUl1ea .wed toward the eaat of 

BU1 71,., Aner addi1i1c:aal use t:L aupportiDiJ aft8, 1/4 seaured Regi­

-.tal (1),,"'1 •• 20 0 _4 D OClllp&nie. "... ~ped Dear1y 1000 _tern 

_til fit the 48aJaDated LZ tlhich created oODsUemble M£r1I3Ul.V 1n 

Jl&ri&atioDo ~ ~ briefing with aviation and g1'OWld Oo.EDU:t'8 

11M. 'bMD held tbe prerioa.s da7 and a zcme had bee a~d upon and 

a~ado 3u8t prior to the landing, the Rll8y Gunab1p OOl1llllarU1er deoidtJd 

tMt tlle p,r.n0U8l.T eelected and prepec1 mae •• not aatiatact. SAd 

~te4 the .. me lDlbeJmOtlll to ~cm. in 1/40 A d.tbT1af with 

S-lb1p oc-.n4en Nft8l,e4 hie op1DiCIJ. that tree etump. ~Jl the LZ made 

It __ '1.tao~o lad the ground oOIlllPMer be. not1tied altemate 

plau oaul.4 haYe baeft uacuted, but no euah noUf1catlca was giY81 and 

two OOlPdSe. vee landed in a unpr.ped LZo Onoe eric ted the ocq>an.'4A. 

b8IID .... ow lD~t tovud. the li8B1iem C%eri ot lllll 7l5c 

6 
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(b) :;/4 .::-:·11 UD11~d E.ea:c01 aL.d 'ilaatmy c}£:ra.Uo..18 \~ithout 

ticm plus eneIl1 bOti:i.os were d1.seov81'9do 

b) Phase n 

(1) On 29 July 2/ 4 (.-~) commenced movement. totnl'd Legiamtal 

Ob~eotiY, 40 G Co., eecured CbjEteti'9'4t 4 on. t..lJ.e momir.g of :y:; ,July witt:' 

0Qt Il'lellf" reei8ta.uceo Ii, F and OP established posHions npI":roxiI:Rte1y 

lOQ) _ten to the east., At 1030 G 000 IB_ 15 INA to th,z llGrthwc:rl of 

Hill 6o~ 'l'bcr took the ODeit' under tire with 81 A. IDris'::B,. a.rtiller!~ 

&Il4 air. A.t 1,,, a plato<ll wnt tonard to cheok the aNti ::nd 8flOQln+.ared 

a tIIall c .... t01'Oe 111 tlCtrenched buDkera, 4 Marinee ".re :jlla<1 li1 !'::d 

ildUal heav 'IIQrd of eneJlff tireo ,of the bodies reJ!nir;·;v 1m].'S·il«)T$j'a4 

Uter &441t1oal prep 4U1'ing the night aDd the follOwing m:rnmgro G C<~ 

__ torwzd to ncOYO' the bodie. without further inolde:r:'e 

(~ hoa".Tu1,y - 2 Augullt 2/4 oont111u.ed oPe1'atiO-'1e 14 BUl 

f06 ana UI4 alcllg the rld&t]1ne ao1lth ot the ARYl contact (HJ.l 492):) 

(,) 0111&2 Ju&v,at a lire la8e at 606 __ eetablieh,~ to MlPpon 

tut.IaR opaaU.8 to the nOriho Se1.eot1cln of 606 was ada after oon-' 

.:I.tat1Oll aD4 reooa'*1.ance by art1l18Q" and 1n!antJ:' ool;.lJt41derso ik2 

~ Wft elplaoed baltdiateq aIlC1 atter a -it dq of J)re:pe.ra.t1Q'1 llr 

A COo ~ ltIBr &ao }-:-105's were insWl. It 188 intended Hlld utiJ.i~d 

••• qu1ctI.J' UNlop~ teaporaJ:r' ~ h aocordanoe "itl1~:ho es~'bl:!.ahec1 

p<<1.107 Of n,.tng tire lIa'8. atter t01'ller COlIIllIlndants it \'ll3 desi8nated lB 
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(4) eft., A11i1l1S'; "2.l~ CI)um':'lGud ~xocut.1on oX t:le l .. <ldi.tiona1 :Dis" 

810n to search the l'OO!te·; <l:t'aa on the north slopes of the [he Giang r~hClB.l1 

Vall .. o P COo reIlIJ.1ned 'fi'~ll t'ne OP ,jU],e E and G r:::rNd lll<n toya,rd '~he 

8'treEUIIo (It,.s during ~.hi9 mV<a-'lani; that -ihe htig:~ z,1.ohe 1'B.S Mecov~l..:ed)., 

At tint light the :BL'l"s ol."gallio ream platoon crossed t1H stream and 

8earab~ ~. e.rea vi th nega. t be f iadiqfeo 

(5) At 0416 on 6 August appmrlmately 10 ~IY! prOOf;Q the line:! at 

JIB Sbaup klU ~ 4 :Marin.ae" 

(6) <a the attemoOll of 6 .August (~) all artlllery and 1n1antl:r 

1UlitB co_eteel the extract from the field QIld Canton n ..as oomplet'?do 

(1) It.muld be noted that 1/4 _e not o:!:deN<i to -Q:tEJOut •. F;JaH 

n due to the erlr_ productbity of its eea.roh 0:1' t~e 7 :; ~ollPJ.exo 1/4 

hacI 'bee «iTe aanaidexabl~ tzeedOli of .,,,ement an"i ha.d d~~elopad a ffir.les 

of 1Ia.tta1:LCID ob3eOtives ~ch oreated the nece88&I;'1' flerl.bU1ty to pr'Jpft'q 

aarch the 715 OO1IFleL Several LZ'." one 04l1Bble of reoQ:ty~ 2 OR-46'. 

wee ct OIIt ot JMMr11y wooded termill ad wUl ))rOY. intr1;.tl9ble tor 

fumra operatlC1l8o 1/4 QOmpleted It8 portiC1l of CantoD II on 4 A1l«\1?t (J>+.11)(; 

S. ~J:.ODtm 
. (1) Dlring thia 2 batta110a operaticmo O;Je a.cldUional battsl10n 

1/9 ... beOUIe 0p00A to the 4th Marines and as8l1ll8d 1/4', arne. at Vandt)gritt 

8114 ca Luo 2/4. with the 13 Olld G1'P8 ratained its :r.espansi"ol1iV tor Lta 

8ftII. ot pr~ iaterest (FB Cates wet., mll 950) 91i.4 aaBllmed o-poon at 

vari0ll8 "Dee of M/3/49 G/2/9y, and B/1/4. and a ph.trsQ1 c~ 11/1/4 aft£'t' 

opemtlonBp and. II.S8UlIIed opo~n of D/1/ 4 an 4 August" 

8 
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(2) At Olla p.:Jin~ 2./4 consisted or a "'... compAnies" puttiIrg gr~at 

atrain em the commun1ca ito q and ei:a.?f oapabU1t1es of th'3 bs.ttalioo.., ~ 

:B Om! Gr.P concept oen be prodnotiTe].." empl cred in a 2 and :; e~J1Y rni "­

bate 'thia .itatton oreated 2 separate full eized bsttal :bns wH:h cm1;r one 

statt, ODe set or radios and frequeDCieas one 8l1llll plato~ 

(,) The leaSCD. is that the 'B emd Grp should not be erlmdecl IUD 

lNVCIl4 its Ilomal capabilities 8l'1d add1t1oaal battalions 1mlSt be prfificJed 

1Dtao .. to Pl'Operq oontinue the aobUe comept m the westarn postion Of 

Soot1aa4 II AQ. 

(b) Hew ..... bato -1IIr t81"rito~ 1ltUizq comb_tions of O1'er1arad· 

.. 4 he11boZM aIIMUl t. is el)9Oialq elfectiyeo ! IDftJl!8ni; of Ins VPe 

:t.a Robin Scnlth 1r 3/9. 2/4 and ';4 .et 'UP a _~ der .. " tor the liTA" 

~m ill 0 __ U 2/4e 1l1ppaclUllobbu.;1ye1.7 tOtartis Q,jectiw 1 4S 1/4 

WUUW tD (l)jecti .... 2 and the AK9I helilittecl to the 80l1iham pClrtioa 

of 1. AOo !lie pbaoer effect •• at l ... _t part!al.ll ZMPGn81ble tor hie 

a __ 11w 1 ... oaoh.80 

(0) h tIdr4 it_ i8 reall,y s. leu<lr1 re-leameC6 DearlY.,ez:r 0IlCh. 

8BCl baker OGIIII.- fcnand on this opcatlCll va. UIloOlrered &tter measlye 

4etai1a4 ae&rah aDd 8111&11 zits pe:tl:GliDgo Realistic t1Jae fraaes Jm.1et be 

"''bl1abed t:bat al.lov _ttaliOJ1 eaffio1ent U_ "to get in and li ... e" vitll 

tile til..., ill hll Ue& 

(el) lJhe y.-tUit;r of the 402 .,rtare .e a aUr.. weaphasb.d.o 'nus 

wJll '" 0_.-4 111 detail in the .lrlU1err 01'1Ucpeo 

9 
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Co INTELLlan:NCE 

1. CAP1,~!P '''!ff:~.P2NS E_MORPN~S1~_A!!L!'1:\TERIAL. As has been 

pre'tJ'iously i'nd5.cated thGl captul"6d weapon", ordnance, and 

material beC6U'I).6 the most per"tincnt intelllr.ence data obtained 

during this opeI'ation., From all obs4trvatiol.. "Or captured 

~~apon8 aad material p the rollowing conclusion. can be drawn: 

That this area was USQd as a transitional Joint ror lntl1trat. 

1ft! troop. movinr, south, and as a rehabilItation cente~ tor 

casualties to be treated or kept tor ruther evacuation or 1'8as­

,~nment~ F~~ captu~ed fear nod obser.atlon of the ar~a, we 

found the followinc indications on which we orCep these 

additlonal conclusions. 

(a> The very nature of the t~rrain is such that it 

provides aCC8S$ and exit routes into the area for If~lltra­

tioDo ftlsc th$ r~ged terrain and heavy canopy charactep-
, 

lz111g the G-t-ea provides excell&Dt concaallant for • lar:.e 

size bas8 each9 area, resupply point. or hospital site& 

(b) Th. roadlnIJ5s with w!llch enemy troops withdrew and 

tue &moat ot ruar they left behind, indicates that tbe,. 

weren It preparud fer the UlIOUllt ot torcesthat weN introdu.ced. 

However. a token defenso was ottered. Since our o~rrent Order 

or Battl. carries no ~nemy unit loeationa in this aroa. it 

i8 possible that only a lllin1mal amount of t:roop. vere actua11,. 

deplo7~d in the original de tells. of t be area. 

(0) The size o~ tho bas8 area found. the medical bunker 

complexes, and the messin[ areas im~l, that battalioD or 

Nfilllental size units could be harl)()!~.d in the area. Other 

10 
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indications or c)XfimpJ ~jS t.i,at ttHi are,s'.. hun btflOll in use for 

som.-ti:ole weI'S the 1arc- ic ariety ot uniforIl18 Rod type of cear 

toul5.i ... ' Som0 of the I.1nifol'lnS ''lera of th~· type without camou­

flaged ti. stl'lncs O:,ld type) n The tops and the bottoms W6re 

ot ditfer.flt \~olors, liiatsrial and \Ole:rEl l~ell womo A bod,-

being tour,d wl th whl ht r:loves a'till en it's handEl (su~lc.l) 

ind1catl 't"~ or til, doctor or a corpsman 8ubatantiates our bellGt 

that thl,; was $1 lar(o lI1~d:leal rehabilitation centt=r" Other' 

i.dlcatiofl8 w~re the lar;a amounts of medical Leal', new 8ur­

Fd,oal illstrllDlenta, larr:e quantitle:~ of ,nttdielneso The medicines 

were ot Asian and ELlropoi.fi oric;ino Two ot tht.; eont:rlbut:inr 

countr1u8 dfolt.otcd waN Great Brit111n and Czechos lDvakla. 

have been (ur 1n advanctl, possIbly anticipat1ac tuture caaualtl •• 

leadlur, tC the d.ath ot wounded p.l'so.n~lo Futher example. 

was the discover,. o£ twelve ct4ave :sites containing on17 tlve 

dead. All of thea •• 1811l8nts polnt to a larfEl hospital complex. 

(,1) tart8 e,nemy ca.ches ot weapona, ordnance. and tood 

x11rthe°' indicate th.se two locatlona ot ope~atloQ were l.rre 

reauPIly lU"eas o Ca.ches ware found with as man7 a. tvo tellse 

botta.iU!lo Th. typea ot en8m,. ordu8.ce found f.,8Ye us a new 

weap)n to add to~,th. NVA's capabilltie. 1n OUI' AO. ~la 

was the tlndine of the8~~ Rccoileas ~un anmJnltlon. The 

R."oilG85 run has been previoua11 desir;nated as the B-" . 

Oid positions were rig;ed wit~l surprise explosive devices 

~ldicatlDE the en • ., knew this area and intended to ata1 • ... 
'!ath. and trail8 lelldinr; u;.>ward were boarded with lOt8 'to 

n 
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ax'Gae A loe; book with J.:'7 names of' patlE>nts;> UNA type)p 

thnt had bllen trsQt,d by the hospital between Ap~11 and Jul,., 

was round. This iudicatp.s a 3tead~' flow of wounded to ti:lis 

area. 
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10 Art1.l1m Sg~ 

(a) P'er the OantOn II operat1CID the l.t Battalica, 12th Marice. . . 

•• ase1gDtd the ~JaiOii 01 direct aUwort of the 4th JItr1n.. Direct 

Slppo.rt artillelJ' __ &8 follOws' 

(1) -Git Ba1i'ooJ7 3d .. 1m !JariDe. loaatecl at Ca lao 

(2) "B" :Batta-q ,4 .. 12th Muin •• laoate4 at fin Ia .. Oa •• 

(,) ..... :BetteJ7 :J4 .. INa JUoia_laaa ....... fin au. ilia •• ,.. 

(4) 1 .. hovid~·' 155 lattm:;r l_tlel at ~w ... 0._. 
(5) "W" Ba"-l' (oJ. looate4 at :rs. .... Ca .... 

(6) o.ea1. Ibpport/ldllfom"'. ttz. .... .-iU4 "" • 

ftll .. 12th .,.. ..... 

('b) It 1M tetcll1D ... __ GIl b orezlaps,. tift .... 'W.IUett 

.. , tbae •• -.fttoiat 1~5- OM ...... of all *at. _ _ ... 

..,..,~ 

or iD"--' •• the taot that -nit :aat~ M 1IDt 12* Jla-tDe ... 

podtio_ ~ to~· Bat .. at aa".M4 •• able to:nwJ4e a4d1t.t.-.1 

.ato_a. tlnlo "J)1t kttea:r IIa4 .. 80 poe1tlclla4 to .apport; the • r.o.c 
-.u. o,.aU~ 

It :I.. _ ... tloa.a1 to IIOt. _, ~_ W. pao204 lIIadq-*n 34 .... 

1als.. 12th JUjae. n'Uaftd the 1,t lattalt-. 12th Muin •• of .... lI18Iloa 

et :Diftot :lIppon tor the 4th .Maz1D... 10 loa. 01 oOl1t_IV ~ el1ttlaal9 

Sa. oaommatica •• u:perieoedo 

1, 
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Co) fumUi.221' To eilPP0l."'t the ~1!6 of mazunver-" on 1).., &rtiU~ 
eClJ88nced with prepamtio.n fires on all kDoltl 8lI.d suspected tarae'ie :in tbe 

area. of opemtiClleo The :prepr.-f1res dar{l aulm:1nated OD ~. 1DteDae prep­

tift • .. landing ZCne !lhrush and Wt'eno 'l1Iese LZo. WQ1.'8 the prilla:q land_ 

so •• tor the 1st Eat tal ion, 4th MarmeS<! J)...Dq prep firee were OcmtX'ollecl 

'b7 &D aerial o'baer,..r and tn-d in conjullDtlon with t1:o4 w!ng air praP8~ 

The iaUtW flIIlPpori of the al4 Bat tel t~ 4th Mar~e.. _Oee Jl>TeMIlt 

wa. GYelaa, wa. confiDed to tiring pmplen ne4 oCllCerl'tra'tioDa OD. lIIlBP8oW. 

1ial:pta u..laped .trom available illtel,ligcce. 

JlIuoia« the eperatlOD. the :?Ad kttalica. 4th Ih.rtne. _e directed to 

~ aD &ftA bel~M to be the lGOat1<m ot rooket laURoldag II1te .. ~ 

~. a4 He harraaamg tbeT;bcm SGD LufBook PUe &1'e8o 1J!l1e-.aa .. 

.., .. 484 the e.t.teotbe DLIIge tor 105Ia 1!JUPP0rl0 III «mier to ~ arUJ,. 

leJr' ~crt tor thie phue it __ neoe8~ to enab11tll1 & tel!llpOl.'8Z1 fS. 

.... oa Btl1 ti (grid aquare 8849)0 Atter tbe tAltial Z8OG1 it .. a.at. ... 

tlat ... _xl .. arW.le~ that coald be poai:U __ at mJ.l .~ wauld ... 

tbzoM 402 Dab .nan &D4 thfte lOS- ho,;11; ..... :a~ 0Ja'kN wen ",tlllae4 

a. FA plta 11l G!Z'dar to upe41_ aaGllpt.tiCil ot poalt1C1l u4 UUl psw1.de 

, ..... SOD to tbe SUD 01'eW8 aDd ·.-.,1t1.. !he _rid kHeJ:r we ._ .... 

tuft alClD! witll an adftDOecl p&r\y troll tile ~ bat1ie!:ro The aclNDoect 

puV _. _1: :Ja 8&1'17 vi th the Ill_ion to PftII&ft the poeit_ tor reoeipt 

Of ... 105°. aIl4 .-m:l.t1CL Collll1derable .IIMer eftort _I requ:I.2:ed .... 

0111" 01 the erlat or the 10v bDUJh and bee. Sa 1ihe tlriq poattl-. !lilt 

poettic ten: the 105 bov1tse1'll _8 aadJ tor aoo.,tam. 
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• 
tlatmOnl.:ted to a point uhich pr(lOlu~d ~e Ilelicopt~ .pporto '.rhe rl. ... 1' 

a~ling pJ.a.!uJ8d for 2/4 '\'€.s poetpcmed 24 hours because of the abacce at 

'the 105' 90 TIlle tell:Pora~ fire baaa _9 designa'ed Pire }}aBa s~ . 

20 Q.,.tt,h'I' and Cgp!1tersf1iar nra1nM1» The OOlJll'iarbattur 

aDC1 cClallt ... .,r;;.ar plan -.8 &Ct1V80 5q)prea.loll ttre. 1IC8 faed on area. 

fit __ • lMQectecl ..., weap<e pac tim.to BlocJdas BD4 sQPpZ"Sioll 

tta. wen ~ ... a 1111;0 area. 01 .upeoW ..., ID'l"tan &lid moat. 
IIar1ng the operatiGl *_ a 181 t WOl44 ob.rn or reesei .... laoo.iDg, 

PJdodv Of tine 118ft eh1ttecl to tbe _It uadArr at... On .. -.1 aoeae­

..... .u" • . a.u. ob.am rocat and IIOrlU tUe lata friend" poeiUolII .. 

'bi •• 1 I aateJ, aou,ht to betA lil an 0 .... the _ • .-pau _ 

an_.a. 
,. n .... at gpwstptiQgn lire aappca:t Co01"CltDatiGll ~ tala 

o.ata II CIP_ttoa 1WN8le'DO dpif:.t.Jn prd»le., !he ad.7 c1a'l&1a __ 

... to the taU .. or aboJAtt to clrta1a ol.usa,e ... 1m ~ JIuo1De • 

.. ., ..... s.o 
40 At"VlIlI_ ... Air an4 aftt.}l.,. ~l.,.ltlH __ oo .. Una .... at 

au lftel. P:robl-. eoCllD_act ,.. laok ot podtl ... boIil __ of __ 

1 ... ,1. of aboatto "-,, .. of ~ ariU,lu:r ~ecl a gnat •• J: 

of oheok tine wIdl. aizoah ,o.lUca_ ocna14 be ~ec1O 

BelJcop'" -.worl:lll, artUl~ \lIli" tor 1b. opeatlC1l ,.... in III*'t 

~ &4 not al.,.s ftepCJls1 •• to the 1-".tate lilt. 

15 
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• • 
50 ~tJI'?P1Gaticm" ilia i.(I i~e ctiatanoe end iD.tene~ ter:rabli co .. 

_ioatlons with the i'~d obsorftrS located "ith e1a~ta of 2/4. _J:e 

beiDg ~ed thru units lOJeted Oll m:u 6060 »eo.ue ot thb it _8 

.,1cJe4 to plaae the wiG Batt~ in direet eu.pport or 2/4 P%Ori.dill rh-et 

(.) .&.rUll~ 88UD1tlOD iAtea4ea for 1»11bome OpeatlCID8 .. t 

be p...,oelti.aM4 to enable 11ft bt _1th. CB--46 or 08-53 tn- halMap~ 

(b) PloMezo tool. are a .. t tor uUll.,- actwaaoet puts.., 

(0) 4ztAl~ »Oe1UOIlS 111 ~ fUe ba ..... t 'be .. 1M .... 

Ie tMtr alaUi. to proride -wort or the int_~ aad vith a hnor 

~ •• _ SIeI! .1"Ulle~ poaiUCIIIo 
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Eo ~r Operati~! 

10 Gemral., Adequa.te air preparaJiom ware J:{);;JS:ivw.:' ill I'j'iSl nr 

area util1~1ng 3h dq time flights am 8 'I'Pi~ls" Nt} ;l:lr. 'P'jp '\jar.; 

used in the 2/4 area of operationo Surti ci8!lt I2 pl'eps '" e re 1t~.ili5! "i 

011 Wlen and Thrusho 

2 ~ Prob_ lNa Krtoounterec! 

(a) ¥oat problms ~88Ul.t.d f!'Oll inadequate (,XlllllmmicatiollSc, 

Tbe TAOP net vas ~_d With a&!l1niet ratiTe tloaffio ''''3Clu:il'i.~ an 

actiitiolJll,l net lo~ tactical usage. 'fhe TAC"=> freqU!3rlqf \f~'r a,lso UIH.d 

0. by other 1Il1ts thus ec1l1poundinp, the }.'f.!·oblm!l> No staLlS T't'(,01"tS ;'N):nl 

_ailable Oft helo line: '.' 

spec:d.fical:J3' imtructed to do BO._ 

tires. 

3. lesama. _1earn~ 

(a) (b\ia1n an ad9itional Tiley \Y.lt. t.'m" tac''f.: ':!nl In,., 

(b) Se1&ct olSilr f':req-"Iitllc:1I1t'l., 

(0) ~n all talj;:ical belo H.1'te O\,(i,he j~Cli ~.,M~j;~!. 11 'll.\':.:? \'10 

(d) HSVE! t.he ,~bi lity to r. ~"'Ulbl" spsc', :~i~ hi?' '{ ::'Nm:1YH.:U 

Ij 
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resupply runs in ~hat; ttsy lIlakn .,:i~ru?v &t tim m~rr,:(i::.f~':; (. ~ 

on~o 

with TAcP before antor:lng, laa:r~1ig and ,,.-hile In nr 40, 

(g) A ~ixed wing Npri'ls:e"~t:,.i:':7Z at t.E;mi. onE; l:l-j of:' 
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1-- - ,-__ - ____ ~_u.I! _____ ....... I~_..l______ I.lIU L-,-

Ii' Co LogistiCl! 

support the foroes in Canton II and tha battalion r ha tlut ct)"iiel'sd ~':',l<~ 

0. I, nl, IV and V at Vandegrii't. "t"'1I'Et f. i 1;qunt.e a3 we,,;) .. as :jj f' aYc\nabi,~ !,iJ;r 

or class II from Dong Ha" 

equipment _re found and captul;t;;')d in t: I (ml1",~e of ';:lil) t'j ('·a.ti.CiU '~h(' 

logistic cbaiD vas not ~&<V to handiH ,h:l.1J 3ifi~ o:i ., 10'; It mLJ 
.r-

antiaLpated to use the "dead hetJiti.n:;:" ~ )g: .. 8tLu bol:: .. c:pi'I';:,'c;a be 

n'aaaatinFt the booty" nue t.o iii L&ck 0 i' COIltfI'U\'liC;tt::"c;s ':l!5' 'j\sn he 

hel1copte:ra and the landing zones tln,3 ':!id riot. hap:;:·~n. '!' ~ :factJjta~!' 

the sol'ri.l'Jf, or thiB pl"Ob1811 the h.'!ll.;!cfte;~s ",~~ll h:) ft'sgg r ~h('v'gb 

the LOC at the !.SA for the l'8'jUill 11::;, AOilt,iol"J.E:?1 j.t j; T'~,e':lliA5n_:: ';b.':', 

a spot at the ISA be das:ignat:~c 95 a Yo 1"0) 1(;'.nt" .. t!1' t,i-:fJ ·!:~.tl)' :d, 
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rsto.b~ 1shad or'. h:0.18 

~r~g1nen'. 'l'hDl'O ~J~'~ r"'Ol~ 1.J.."(H' .. :to· ': .li t:'!"',: 

this Opal":lt on" 'i'he:,' waro \'v~~'~:,,'·m,.~ 'l~ :1,:1 t:. ~!;" 

vlo1a.tlo1:S e 

Ca) 

(0) 

- .... : 
.- ~~ -< 

\ 
. J 
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VO!\ tro.n8~l:!'9S~Onal' aDA on onc net f'rcrl ··':~.ut'l-o~izod 

tl-anani8.io::s" 

(e) ."!.dditlono.l ~re("uenc:1oa "o~c ~'c('lt!eetoc1 :~rom dtv's:t 1'~~ 

('\ hot1ovo~ OO"'-:Y3 -vt those i'reououOi08 h.,,\a"ovo·"ridtng stations 

0'1:1 t:1C!'l. Ci'l d 3inca r::.d10 rc~ G7I ±"r'O~'l T3.81: ·'OPCo "':otel to 

Division UCl/'J 'Olm for 'ivo :-;0 three d .. "ys du"~~nr~ t'1C oTX'l-'atio\lD 

thel rrcquonc 1<98 ucro M.!lf) ootl8\U!l!liu'j in nC("Iulring" 

(f") Ir~co:'iD=m_\TIOllS 

(1) Conactivc action includes thnt '~var nn 

"A1.ph3." and "Bravo" oa.a;':4 ia formed ldth lno~(} 

th'1Yl 'f'o,-x- e("):~'Yn ';CB .: ?CCl1th·,t ndditional :f'NtquenlJics 

sepcrRti! OOF nete. 
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",:. " 

(0 ) 

relays oi' t-rrns' !l1~:.:,,:r::J -,(,idE ... a d I:·"'.;,-t/ '.' 

(d) ieee::: ITDkl-:(EJS 

4.0 lll"ov1ty Code 

(a> 

(1) The 

exool cr' t~ 

Ca) 

in the olenr .~" 

:_1 _ _ ", <Ij: 

, , 

.H/ ~;~1C ,.,1"1 ~;,,1; 111~ .1_t~ -s.,' 

;,ol··.:,·:::1.tY,. t~ +'li~ P)'" .. ;J 
.. 
: , j 

:. ... , ........ 

., 
" 

I; ..... .. 

i . ( .:;; 

. .~ , 

') 
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