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From: Commanding Officer

To: Cormandant of the Marine Corps (Code AOID)

Via: (1) Commanding General, 3d Marina Division (Rein), FW
(2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphiblous Force
(3) Commanding feneral, Fleet Marine Force Pacific

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 July to 31 July 1968

Wwf:  (a) FIFPacd 5750.8 :
(b) DivO 5750.1A ;

Enel: \/ (1) kth Marine Regiment Command Chronology

), In accordance with the provisions of references (a) and (b),
enclosure (1) is submitted. ‘
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PART I
ORMIAMIZATIONAL DATA
1. DESIINATION COMMANDER
Lkt Marine Regiment (Mein) | Ool B. J. FILIER
STROYDIFATE TNITS
First Bn, Fourth Marines JACol T. H, NALBRAITH
(1 -9 July) (1% = 31 July)
BIT 2/) 12Col L. A, RANY
‘834 Bn, Fourth Marines 1tCol ¥, L, SOURNE
(6 - 3} July)
First Bn, Ninth Marines IAColL F, X, COLIETON
(24 = 31 July)
Third Bn, Ninth Marines 1600l E. J. LAMONTAONE
(29 - 31 huly)
Firet Bn, Piret Marinee ItCol A. VANIINYIE
(6 - 12 Nuly)
Firmt Bn, Third Marines 1400l C. J, JARMAN
(9 = % July)

2. IOCATION CA LU, CAX 10 Digtziect, QUANG THI Provincs, Mepub-
Uo T VMM, ’ ’

3. SIAFY QFFIOES

Exeecative Officer 100l J. B, WILKINSON
(19 Nly)
14001 J. W, MARSH
(29 = 31 mly)
S-1/Ad jutant 1stIt R, J. CADY
8.2 Yaj J, L, FONIER
S<3 MWj R. W, AUSTIN
Saly M) J. P, SHERHAN
2w ENCIOSURE (1)
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8.5 1stit T, 1. ATTS

Communt cation Offiocer Oaph A, J. NUNTER

Air Liaison Offiocer Maj O, W, PRITSOCIX
(11 July)
Maj 0. H, BRAMAN
(1 - 31 NuYy)

Chaplain Odr J. 4, OOMTIL, ORC, USH
(125 X))
Odr ¥, W. ITUBBLE, OHC, USM
(26 = 31 July)

Medical Officer & O, T. AJDREWS, MO, USNR

Ly, AVERAGE MOWTHIY STRENOTH (Hq Co, hth Marimes)

e |
ar  m or po 0
¥ W8 2 3 2y
PARF 11

NARUTIVE STMA

During the reporting period the Lth Marines participated in

Operatien IAVCASTER IT and Operation SCOTIAFD II (Mmultane-
cusly during 1 - 10 July). Highlighte of July's activities

were as follows

01 July 1968 - LOH-1S106 - Blen C, W, HOFPVMAN, C1 TT Hotel,
visited Ca In,

@ July 1968 - LLOR-ISISH - Mafen R, Gio DAVIS, C3 3d Marbiv,
visited Oa Lu. |

05 July 1958 - 20300 - Lith Marines assumed opoom »p* Omd Grp 34
Bn, lth Marines,

o3- ENCIOSURE (1)
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05 July 1968 -

o7 July 1968 -

08 July 1968 -

0 July 1968 -

10 July 1968 -

11 July 1968 -

12 July 1968 -

W July 1968 -

15 July W68 -

DECLASSIFIED

170(H - hth “arines chooped 2d ™, 9th Marines
opoon to TF Yotel.

2025H .~ hth Marines asswmed opoon lst Pn, 1st
Marines and 3d Pn, hith Marines (<),

163011-1650" . Ten COLEMAY (TSA), visited Ca In,

1656H-17300 .. Majien R. 7, DATTS, 00 3d MaxDiv,
vieited Ca Iu,

1320F..1350" . Mafien R, 7. DAVYS, C" 3d MarDiv,
visited Ca In,

11308 - hth ¥arines assumed opoen lst Bn, 3d
Marines.

0830H -~ Lth Yarines chopped IANCASTER IT OA te
TF tlotel.

10401-1050F =~ MaJoen 1, O, DAVIS, (G 34 MarDiv,
visited Ca Iun,

1B0O0H - Lth Varimes chopped 1st Bn, Lth Marines
opcon to TF "otel, ‘

1050:L.11208 = Mafien R. =, DAVIS, 05 3d MarDiv,
vigited Ca Iu. - ‘

100H-1530H ~ Ten C, Y. WNFFIAN, O3 TF Fotel,
virited Ca lu,

091SH-0930H - MaGen 2. . DWTS, C7 34 Varbiv,
visited Ca Iu,

16281" - hth Marimes chopped 1st “n, 1st Marines
opcon to TF Hotel,

OBLEH.905H - Ma an 2, O, DAUVTS, O 34 MarDiv,
visited Ca lu.

0905H.0930H - MaTlen 3, M. DTS, C° 34 MarDiv,
visited Ca Iu.

1120H . hth Marimes assumed opcon MWt Ba, 4th
Marines from TF Fotel,

ot ENCIOSTRE (1)
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U35F-I5C5H - Wen C. V. HFFAN, oh P Hetel,
visited Ca Iu, |

1B July 1968 ~ 0D10H-0930H ~ MaJlen R. N. DAYTS, 01 3d MgDiv,

visited Ca Iu.,

12008 -~ 4th Marines chopped 1st h.)dm
opoon to TP Hotel,

2400H - lth Marines chopped opoom frem TP Nobel
to 34 MarDiv,

18 July 1968 - OYICH-1010H - MaJlen R, G. DAVIS, O7 34 mv9

visited Ca In,

'mt’d‘c‘ Ill.

15208-1515H -~ MafOen R. Q. DAVIS, O3 34 MaxDiv,
visited Ca In,

20 July 1968 « mmm - HNiYiem R, 0. DAVIS, (O 34 MaxDiv,

visited Ca Ixn.

22 July 1968 - 1520R-1SLOH -~ MaJOen R, O, DAVIS, OO 34 MaiDiv,

visited Ca In,

2Ly July 1968 -~ OCO1H - Lith Marines dchopped opoon from 3d VarDiv,

to TF Fotel.

0P05B-0930H - MaJ0em R, G. DAVIS, OO 34 IUDI.v.
visited Ca Iun.

1010H - Lth Marines asgumed opoom lst Ta, 9th
Marines from TF Hotel.

26 July 1968 - 1500H-1525F - Blem C, W. FOFFPAW, OC TF Hotel,

visited Ca In,

28 July 68 ~ USSH-IS3SH - Hoen C. W. HOPFWAN, OO TP Hotel,

visited Ca Ino

150(H-1S515H - MaJien R. G. DAVIS, O3 34 MaDiv,
vigited h Ino

5. ENCLOSURE (1)
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29 July 1968 - 1010H ~ Lith Marines sssmmed oposm 34 b
Marines fram TF Hotel, -

mﬁ!‘-m - MaJOen C. B. M,IN, ”’

vizited Ca lu,

30 July 1968 - 0920H-0950H - RGem G, W. HOFFMAN, O" TP Hutel,
visited Ca lu.

31 July 1968 - 0B4OH-0DOCH - MajOen R, G, DAVYS, O3 34 NuDiv,
visited Ca Iu,
10306-10L7H - Bien C. W, ['FFPAN, 02 TP Hotel,
visited Ca lu,

PART TIT

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT IVENTS

A, Combat Migsions Assigned

(a) Conduct search, fix and destroy opergtioms 4n OA,
(b) Defend combat beses and other vital inmstallatiens in O,

(o) Maintain oombat heses at Cemp CARRDLL, THON SON IAM
and CA 1U. . .

(4) Open and secure lires of comsunication within Ok,

(e) Maintain active gromd swveillanw snd seresning
opsrations and spoiling attacks apainmst NVAANC forces.

(f) Support VN W Campaign Plan 1967,
(2) Operation SCOTIAND II (1~ 31 July 968).

(1) With two dattalions conduct mobils operations gen-
erally west of FSB's Cates and Shepherd amd wvithin range of art-
illery fires from these F3SB's, Maintain surveillance over enexy
activity, deny him freedom of movement and destroy his forces,

pesitions and material by fire and/or grownt action. From these
units provids forces to ooocupy and defend FSBts and Hill 950,

b= BNCLOSURE (1)
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(b) Provide forces from third battaliem to dsfend Oa In
and IZ Stud,

(¢) Secure Rote # in OA fyom Ca In mp¥th,
(d) Maintain Sparrow Hawk,

(o) prepared, on order, to provide ferces for operations
anywhere nd.th:ln the division O,

(f) Be prepared to sszume opeon of additionel forces for

employment in SCOTIARD 1I OA or to coordimte assigmed foroes for
major operations omducted in SCOTIAND II OA,

B, Siguificant Operetions Canducted
(1) Operation SCOTIAVD II (CAMTON IT 2k - 31 July 1968).

(s) Conduct heliborne and gverland infamtyy asseulis to
lomte, fix and destroy enewy foroes in OA,

- (b) locate and destroy snesy supply cadws, rocket sites
and harbor sites in (.

C. Casualties inflicted on the enemy. (Units opoon and DS of the Lth Mar)

KA
WA 11 PHAVA 3
W 112
CW0 4
RICE 3,700

D, Casualties sustained. (Regimental Headquartere Company)

(1) There were no hostile nor gom-hostile casualtiss during
the month of July.

(2) Seven persounel were med-evaced due to malaria and fever
of mnkown origan,

E. New Techniques d. Nome

Je ENCLOSURE (1)
SECRET
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F. Command Relatiomd . e
(1) As Commanding Officer, Lth Marines, the Regimemial Commander

exercised command mho!owrmM of
the regiment through norml chanhe "N.#‘m

(2) The Rezimental Caswndes paimbaingd Wﬁ
and 1iaisan with 1230 % Company, CAM 1O m-fu umm and the
District Grief threugh U, S{ BN AENRNRVE: .o .
(3) Contact with Division Headquarters and. w regimental
cormand echelans was mintained througyd Joontrol ooma-
urications chamels and cormand/staff Jﬁtl’

G. . mé ﬁ: , & 2,000 hﬁ"a“nm-poublo wter tanker
s %bo the'}ﬂ’ l]’zrillu. Nog:w equipment was reoceived
during the month of July. —_

q‘-/_' ~- L, - e m‘“" :.' ."' “o‘-‘:

. Logistics .
1) Supply.  Primery nopene ebumuRgee S a0 3 ren
(2) ww . fes _;‘ "(-n.i .'c -

(a) Ho‘liwptor mupp‘!r in gc;nral m m&
LANCASTER TI/SCOTIAND IT *heer beoungiiele = - 35 eay). san:

(b) See Tak (&) "£6 DTS Tesupply Welights.
(3) Transportation 2 ., ;0.3 0:
(a) Co, B, 3rd M Bn provided m ﬁ‘qgh
6 iy tn:;por:irg’% tons of supplies ﬂk 30’ troops £ dtince
ot 2’337 lihs, e

(b) TRegimental motor t.nmport “provided lzmporhtﬁ for a

total of 7’8% ld.h'o N
(4) Sexvices P
(a) 3rd Engr Bn maintained the RBegimental “ater Paint frum
15 July producing a total of 98,000 galloms of ater during

the month of July. The Engrs were responsibile for ding mine
detection sweeps over 27,000 meters of roads daily, Two (2) devioces
ware detected and destroyed during July.

o8- 'ENCLOSURE (1)
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(%) Thiffpllomng comtact tesus vere prdfied during Juin
(1) Water Trailer (M 107)
(2) ROD

(5) Hospitalisation Jnﬂ Bvacuation (Hy Co, Lth Marines)

(a) Medical : |
(1) #verexs dnily petient visits (V3
(2) Seferrals to 3rd MED 1 - ol -
(3) Acute diarrhes/gastroenteritis 08
(k) Bwrgengy mdical mre ol
() Imumissions ' 7

(®) Demtal

. (1) There ares oo Aarta) units 4n this ares,

I, Oivie Acktion and Pgrchelogi eal Warfere

(1) Otvio actien

(8) During July k5 tundles of laundry were washed Y nﬁ-,
goss of nm)'mm :-mhm 12950 :nd pasd fo:.:th 5,153

(d) Meadquarters !Mnhrlusud- srrangements for 6 Montan-
mmmwm(nd to £o to the mArket in DG FA. ON
11 Xuly they were taken by trne umm«:nnmve were
retumed to thelr village with the du sal? and other ﬂ'.m that
they obtained.

(2) Poydwologicel ¥arfare, During the month of July Pey Ops
varfare was not used ty this cowmand.

J, Fusstioning in accordance with Dhidon Order

1) This wnit is operating under 1118 aduinistyation (forward
rear). All administretive recsived on-the-job trein-
n the £1014 during Operetions sourmn and CAFTON II, THls
reining consisted of g1l phases of adninistration under ombat oonditi-

ioms,

1] E
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(2) Staff Studies and estimtes: Nome

(3) local Newspaper: Xme

K. Persomel

(1) Swmmry. There is & critiml persomel shortage in \le
following ¥0S:

Two - 2847

(2) Photographss Nane
(3) Discipline, Courts-Martial and NJPs

(8) Courts-Martial:s (O0)

(v) N (1)
(L) Morele: PX: Postal Affaire: Liberly end WeRs

(a) Yorale: ¥orals is comwidered exosllemt,

(d) PX: Basic Post Exchange items are ocurrently stocked
at a PX lomted gt TZ Stud,

() Postal: Unit #7 of the Third Marine Divisgion Post Office

1s functioning to facilitate all outgoing and incoming medil in the
Opsration area, and provide mmey order service. The umit is located

in Ca In,
(d) Iiberty: Name

(e) R:R Quptas for the month were sdequete and sufficient
for ome of 13 Marines on the rolls, H:R comtinues to comtribute to

hizh morale,

(5) Chaplain Support and Religious Servicem: Worehip services
were conducted in the field for those of the Catholc and Protestmmt

faiths,
(a) Protestant Services
(1) Seven Sunday services - sttendancs - 132

-10- BICLOSURE (1)
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(2) Six week day services - attemdamos - 71
(3) Five Commnion - attendanoce - 56
(b) Catholic Services
| (1) Four Sundsy masses = attendance = 72
(2) Nine weekly masses - attenianoe - 266

(¢) The Regimental Chaplain carried out pastoral und'ootiﬁol-
ing mindistry in the regiment, '

L. Intely.‘genco. There have been no significant additions or
deletIcns to the NVA/VC Order of Battle in the Fourth Marines

area of operation during the month of July. o

(1) Primary Intelligence interest shifted to the Fire Base
Cates and Shepherd area. CAMT(N TI was the main effort in the ‘
Fourth Marines area of operations during the latter part of the
meporting period. The Intelligence Collection effort indicated
moderate to heavy enemy activity in the area. During Phase ome
of Operation CANTON II, contact with the enemy was light. Soattered
wmeymed omkers and fighting hole complaxes were wmcovered,

(2) Yo enemy unit Identification wers confirmed from the
captured equipment and/or material that wes turned in during the
time frame. . '

(3) During the reporting period two intervogations of sm
intelligence nature ooccured. The initial one on & wounded
prisonsr of war, Interrogation of the prisoner of war was
limited, During the sarly portion of the interrogation the
POY went into shock and was emergena med-evaced. The only
significant information obtained from tlhls POW was the
jdentification of the 245th Regt, A review of both the Fourth
Marines and Taak Force Hotel 0OB files produced negative results
on the 2l6th Regt,

(L) The second interrogation occured during the last week
of the reportirg period. This POW was olassified &9 a returnde,
after interrogation. Significant is the identification of a
K-8 Pn which returnee stated was opsreting north of Khe Sanh
during operation Robin South, POWwas willing to show
infi Itration routes,

N EVCLOSURE (1)
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M. Trainisg

(1) Treining for the month of July comsisted of fam firirg of T/0
weapons on & weekly basis, indoctrination leciures for newly arrived
perssmnel, classes on tactiml trends and training tips, and m-the-
Job training.

(2) Sem1l unit, battalion and reginmerdal 8i3ed operations
conducted during the reportirg pericd have emphasised the aritical
necessity for thorough training of Marines in besic ocombet okills.
Camand attention has been coxstant at all edhelons to under-
score the importance for conducting *in the fieM® training and
improvirng small unit lsadership vhensver time and the tactiml
situation permit. Safety proocsdures for small axwm snd smditions
recsived spscial command attention and extemsive indotrination
was held to emrhasise the importance of wafely in the field,

N. GCommniocations

(1) Normal oosrunications were mxinkained between this ocomend
and senior axd subordipate Headquarters.

(2) The commnd chmmuni cations nstwork received 1515 messases
and tremsmitted 267 mepsages.

(3) A four (4) charmel redio relsy link was established on
8 July with Third Battalion, Fourth Marines,

(4) A high command redio relgy Mnk wtilisiwg AN/TRC.129
equipment with voios and secure teletype capabilby was
established on 13 July with Nakhon Phanom, Thailand.

0., Weather, During the reporting pericd the temperatures
ranged Trom a low of 70 degrees to a high of 95 degress

with a mngg’tupuatm of 80 demress., The werage ﬁ-mw
reading was »

P, Fire Support

(1) 1st Bn, 12th Marines were in Direct Support of the lth Marines.

<12~ ENOL0SURE (1)
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(2) Types of missions
(1):] MoBs RY
105 9h2 765 2007
3] 1 m 19
ko2 U 10 L4 4
g» ¥
(3) Total mmber of rounds fired
HB WP b1+
105 38255 130h 6%
155 6113 140 n
ho2 693 b né
g 510
Q. Adr rt. During July the Regiment participated 4m Oparation
gg({l‘lm and IANCASTER II. The air support provided was as

(1) Helicopter Support
ONYT wQ  TAoes WRIUP/I00/ADMIY  MNRDRFAC

HqCo 65 189 (See Tab (a)) »
Wk 28 1700 67
2/\ 17 1280 80
3/ 34 1387 S8
15 6 3% 6
2/ 3 8% »
1/12 15 60 0
1 1 130 50
TOTALS 19 856 13 epc?guc(l) el

DECLASSIFIED
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(2) Close air support
(a) 521 sorties (CAS/DAS) were tlmn Shroughouk
the Lth Marines OA. The majority durhg early portien
‘of the month were in support of 1st Bn Marinee, as Shey
aovered the withirayl from The Sazh, Foe otk of Che 7 A
sorties during late part of the month were flowm primrily
in support of CANTON II,
(b) The EDA, forr 19 Jl‘}v %o 31 July 45 ap followm
Punkers destroyed - 50
Seoondary Pirec/&pbm -0
Trench Line destroyed - 330 meters
FBA - 3
AM Positions destroyed - 5
Rodket/Sitep destroyed < 55
Truck destroyed = 1
(3) TPQ-10 Targets, During the period covered the Hq's
iritiated requests for 227 TPQ-l- strilms. 083 TPQ sorties
weye flown and a total of 170 tons of ordnance vas dslwered,

The majority of oxdrenoe was druppod on bunker camplexes and sup~
pected enexyy positions.

R Activgima@uaiuuomum ons. Noame
PART IV
SUPPORITIO 8
JTAB A = Helicopter Resupply Wedghts
JTAB B - Order of Pattle
VTAB C - ith Marines Operstion Order 6.68
JTal D - Operation Crder ;768 (Scotland Delta) -

JTAD E - 4th Marines-Task Force male o Canton I & II EVCLOSHRE (1)
Critique SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



SECRRT

DATE

1Jn]y6‘8
2 July 68
3 July 68
k Jaly 68
S July 68
6 July 68
7 July 68
8 July 68
9 July 68
10 July 68
11 July 68

12 Mly 68

13 July 68
1 Jly 68
15 July 68
16 July 68

DECLASSIFIED

Helo Resupply Weishts for July 968

HEIOHIS
l7,523
64,999
121, 532
121,2%
63,991
64,8
238,960
352,575
309 994
299,664
367,566
152,760
29,720

- 319,120
CuT,632
%2,000

DATE
7 July 68
18 July 68
» Qo 68
20 July 68
21 Joty 68
22 July 68
23 July 68
2} Yy 68
25 July 68
26 July 68
27 July 68
28 July 68
29 July 68
30 Xy 68
31 July 68
TOTAL

DECLASSIFIED

YxpanTs
87,000
90,000
86,008
126,517
85,32}
207,641
397 /600
82,825
67,860
42,695
121,959
13,000
8,520
156,%0

~Luy599
1,587,296

TAB (a)
“SRCRET
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PRIORITY /ROUTINE JULY68

FROM: FOURTH MARINES
T0:  FIRST BN, POURTH MARINES
BLT TWO SIANT FOUR
THIRD BN, POTRTH MARTNES
FIRST BN, TWEIPTH MATTNES

TNFOy TWELFTH MARINES
TASK FORCE HOTEL
G, THTD MATDIV
CO A, THIRD ENGR BN

BT
SECRET

OPORDER 6-58 (CAMON TI)
JA. MAPS: VIETNAM, 1: 50,000 AM3 SERTES L701h, SHEETS
6342 11, 6342 111

B, DIVO 02000.4C (GOMM SOP)

C. DIVO 02000.2G (COI)

TIME ZONEs HOTEL

TASK ORGANIZATION

LTH MARTNES COL MILIER
1ST BV, LTH MARTNES LTCOL GALBRAITH

BLT 2/ LTOOL RN ; '
3D B, LTF MAINES L"COL ROURME

1. SITUATION
A, ENEMY
(1) SEE CURRENT YRTSUMS.
(2) SEE SPSCTAL INTELLIGENCE REPORTS 1-68, (PASEF) '

e
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B, FRIENDLY
(1) TASK FORCE HOTEL CONDUCTS GROUND OPERATIONS
TO LOCATE AND DESTROY NVA FORCES IN OA, PROVIDES MINIMUM
ONE INFANTRY BATTALTON () COMPANIES) FOR ASSUMPTION FOB
STUD DEFENSE FROM 1ST BN, 4 TH MARTNES, 1ST ARYN DIVISION
UNITS PARTICIPATTON T™A,
(2) ARTTLIERY
(A) 1sT BN (-) (REIN) 12TH MARINES DS \TH
MARINES .,
(B) 12TH MARTNES (-) (REIN) S 3D MARDIV,
PROVIDES GS/EIN FIRES,
(3) AIR SUPFORT
(A) 7TH AF/1ST MAW PROVIDES FIX©D/ROTARY
WING SUPFORT.
(L4) RECONNATSANCE/SURVEILANCE
(A) 3D RRCON BN 5S 3D MARDIV,
(5) ENGINEER SUPPORT
(A) CO A (=) 3D ENGR BN DS 4TH MARINES,
(6) TANX SUPPORT
(o) ©0 B (=) 3D TANK BN DS §TH MAINES,
2, MISSION
LTH MATINES (-) WRIN CONDIICTS HEIFBNINE AND OVERLAND
INFANTRY ASSAULT INTO DESIGNATED AO (SEE OPERATION OVER-
LAY AMNEX A) TO LOCATE, FTY AND DESTROY ENEMY FORCES IN OA

AND TO IOCATE AND DESTROY ENEMY SUPPLY CACHES, ROCKET SITES

AND HAYBOR SITFS TN OA, o C-RET
L ,l
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-3, EXECUTION S : ‘I,'

A, CONCEPT OF OPEXTTONS '

PHASE I  COMTENCING D-); MAXTMUM ARTIILERY AMD AIR
PHP VICINTTY RE-TVENTAL OBJECTIVE 2, O D DAY, H=HOUR
ONE BATTALION (-) (3 COMPANIES) WILL MOVE OVERLAND FROM
VICINITY HILL 679 T0O STI7E ETMINTAL OBJECTIVE 1. ON
D+l AT L-HNUR A SECOMD BATTALION “/TLL CONDUCT HEIIBORNE
ASSAULT INTO VICTNITY RETIMENTAL OBJECTIVE 2, BOTH BAT-
TALIONS COMDUCT SEARCH, FIX AND DESTROY OPERATIONS IN DES-

ANATED OA'S FOR PERTOD 3-5 DAYS,

PHASE JI ~ ON ORDER, FIRST BATTALION WILL ATTACK
IN NORTHERLY DIRECTION TO SEIZE SE"TMENTAL OBJECTIVE 4
AND CONDUCT SEARCH, FIX AND DESTROY OPERATIONS IN NORTHERM
PONTION OF OA, SECOND BATTALION WILL ATTACK IN SOUTHERLY
DIRECTION TO SEIZE REGIMENTAL OBJECTIVE 3, CONDUCTING
CAREFUL SEARCH OF DRAWS LEADING TO THIS OBJECTIVE.

B, BIT 2/}

(1) COMETCIVY D.2, CONSOLIDATE 3 COMPANIES VIGINTITY
HILL 679 (XD €5Li57).

(2) AT H.ANUR ON D DAY ATTACK IN NORTHERLY DIRECTION
T0 SEIZE RESTVMENTAL OBJECTIVE 1. LOCATE FIX AND DESTHOY
ENEY FORCES, SUPPLY CACFES, ROCKET SITES AND HARBOR SITES
IN SOUTHERN POTTTOM OF OA FOR 3.5 DAY DURATION,

(3) ON ORDER MOVE TO AND SEIZE E-TME'TAL OBJECTIVE
4. CONTINUE SFARCH, FIY AND DESTROY OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN

PORIION OF OA.
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C. 1IST BN, LTH MARTNES
(1) AT I-HOUR, D+1, CONDUCT HELIBORNE ASSAULT
INTO 12'S WREN (XD 93LU69) AND THRUSH (XD 95O4Th). SEIZE
FESTMENTAL OBJECTIVE 2,
(2) I1OCATE, Fix AND DES"ROY ENEMY FORCES, SUPPLY

CACHES, ROCKET SITES AND HARBOR SITES IN CA FOR 3-5 DAY

DURATION,
(3) ON ORDER, ATTACK IN SOUTHERLY DIRECTION TO-~

WARDS FETIMRNTAL OBJECTIVE 3, SPANH CAREFOL TWO MAJOR
DRAWS IEADING TOVARD TRIS OBJECTIVE, CONTINUE SEARCH, FIX
ARD DESTROY OPERATIONS TN OA. '

{(4) BE PREPARED ON ORDER TO RELILIFT INTO ¢/h
A0 TO REINFORCE/EXPIOTT MAJOR CONTACT,

D. COORDYNATING INSTRUCTIONS

(1) D-DAY: 21 JULY 68

(2) I/HM HOURS: TBA

(3) AIL UNITS USE MAXIMUM COMMUNICATION AND PH{SICAL
SECURITY DURING ALL MOVEMENT, SEEK TO 1OCATE AND FIX THE
ENEMY, ADDITIONAL INPANTRY WILL BE COMMITTED AS REQUIRLD
T0 CORDON ENEMY FORCES, EMPHASIS WILL BE PLAGED ON PATLINCE
AND FIRE POWER,

(L) ENSURE POSITIVE TDENTIFICATION CF ALL PERSONKEL
AND POSITIOTS TO ARRTAL OBSERVATIOR, MAKE MAXIMIM USE OF
HEIMET MARRINGS AFD AIR PATRLS,
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(%) FMPHASIZE COMTTMNUS CAMOUFIAGE AND DISPERSION
OF PERSONNEL AMD EOUTPMENT. |
(6) THRUST POINTS TN @FFECT AS OF 240001H;

DO7S 9252
AIRIS NAMES  p451

COLORS 9550
AUTOS 916
FURNITURE ol
SOAPS 92;
VEGETARLES 9319
_, BIRDS 9o
; TREES oWs

SOFT DRINKS 90l
BOYS NAMES 88l9

SPORT'S 8716
FRUTTS 9051
MONEY 9552

(7) ON ORDER COND'CT WELTBORNE ASSAULT TO EXPLOTT
T'TELLIGENGE/ENEMY CONTACT TN LTH MATINES OA.
(8) PSY'AR OPNS COORDINATED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS

BROADCAST TEAM AVAYIABIE ON REQUEST.

(9) SIX HOUR STTREPS DUE osooa,‘ 1100H, 170CH,
23008; SPOT REPORTS ON OCCURENCE; STATUS OF EQUIPMENT REPORT
OTOCH DATLY; DAY AND NIGHT ACTIVITIES BY 1400H. AIL TO
KTH MARINES CP..

SECRET

G-
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(10) ALL COMYANDS FMPHASIZE PROPER ORTFNTATION
AND 10CA™ION OF UNITS TO WRDUCE POSSIBILITIES OF INJURY
TO FIRENDLY UNITS BY SUPFORPING ARMS,

(1) AIL WITS MAINTATY™ ANTI.MECHANIZED CAPA-
BILITY. NOTIFY THIS HEADOUARTSERS (F ANY EVIDWNCE OF
TRACKED VEHICLES.

(32) FIRE SUPPOTT COOTDIMATION IAW FMFM 7-1.
FIRES WITHIN 500 ME'ERS OF BATTALION BOUNDARYES WIIL BE
CLEARED WOTH RESIMENTAL FSCC, ‘
,E (13) AIR SENTTES WILL BE POSITIONED AT ARTILIERY

FIRING POSITIONS., AIR SENTRIES, FO'S AND A{!S WILL CHECK

FIRE WHEN FRIFNDIY ATRCRAFT AE OBSERVED APPROACHING DANGER
AREAS,
(14) THIS OWER EFFFCTIVE FOR PLANNING UPON RECIEPT

AND EXECUNION ON ORDER,
., ADMINISTRATION AND 100ISTICS

A, SUPPLY
(1) SOURCE - 1Z STUD
(2) PRESCRIBED LOAD -~ AS DI FECTED BY UNIT COMMAN-
DERS ‘19 INCLUDE BA, 2 DAYS MCI, SALT TABLETS, WALIZONE
“ TABLETS, AND INSECT REPELLENT,
(3) =ESUPPLY
(A) PRIMARY - FELICOPTER
(B) ISA - 1Z STUD - ALL BATTALIONS AND HQ/4TH

MARTNES WILL ®STABLISH I10G UMITS AT 12 STUD BY D=1,

(C} RISUPPLY REQUESTS WILL BE MADE TO UNIT i SECRET

i Q Loe ™ T22M THE NAY DORTNAR TN TR NAY N NRTTYRRY .
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(D) FMERTTNCY RESUPPLY REQUESTS "TLL BE ACCEP-
TED ANYTIME,
(E) ON D-DAY ONLY EMERIENCY REQUESTS WILL BE
ACCEPTED,
(F) MAYTMUM USE OF DISPOSABLE, PIASTIC CON-
TAINERS WIIL BE MADE BY TNFANTRY BATTALIONS, BE PREPARED
T0 SUBSTITUTE WA"ER CANS FNR PLASTIC CONTATNERS,
(G) M 107 WATER TRATLES WILL BE USED AT
FIXED POSITIONS,
(F) UNTTS MUST PRE-.POSITION CLASS IT AND
MEDICAL SUPPLIES AT THE ISA, TYPES AND AMOUNTS ARE LEFT
TO THE DISCRETTON OF DNIT COM‘ANDERS.
(1) UNIT S-4'S WILL STAGE AT THE 12 AN EMER}-
RICY PACKAGE CONSISTING OF WATER, mmdns, AND AMMONTTI(N
IN SUFFICIENT QUANTITY TO SUSTAIN TWO COMPANIES OVER NICGHT.
(J) UMITS WILIL INSURE THAT CARGO NETS ARE
TTUMED TO THE 1Z PROMPTLY, WITHOUT THEM, RESUPFLY IS
TMPOSSIBIE . ,
B, EVACUATTON AND HOSPYTALIZATION
(1) EXERCISE PREVENTITIVE MIDICINE MEASURES TO
PREVENT HEAT CASUALTIES,
(2) TAKE MAXTMIM Amﬂmumd MEASUWES,
(3) EVACUETS WILL BE TAYXEN TC CO "D" 3D MED BN.

C., TRANSPOATATION

{1} FELICO™ ER ‘ SECRET

(2) TRUCKS PHOVIDFD BY G-k L2 STUD.
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D, SERJICFS
(1) 1ST A¥D 2¥D PLATOONS CO "A® 3D W7R BN,
E. PERSONNEL

(1) CASUALTY REPORTTNG IN ACCORDAMCE WITH PRESZNT
DI RECTIVES,

(2) BATTALIONS MAINTAIN REPRESENTATIVES AT CO "D¥
3D MED BATTALIO" TO FACILITATE CASUALTY REPOTTING AND Ri-
COVERY OF EQUIPMENT,

(3) POVeS WILL BE HANDLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH DIVO
3461.1,

5, COMAND AND COM TINICATTOMS-EIECT RONICS

A_ TEFERENCE (B) AND (C) AND THE L/TH MARTNES COX

(ISSUED SKPARATEIY),
B, FRADIO

{1} AlL BATTALTONS AND DESIGNATED UNITS WILL
ACTIVATE AND MAINTATY A 3TATION ON THR TE-IMENTAL TACTICAL
NeT (RREY. (P) 37.40, (M-1179) (3) 55.15, (M-862) ).

(2% A RETIFENTAL 10GISTICAL/ADMIN NET WIIL BE
ACTIYATZD ON D-1 AT C80C BATTALIONS MAY ENTER THIS WET
AS FITED, (FREQ. 75.25, (M-978) ).

(3) INFANTRY BATTALIONS WILL MAINTAIN A UHF CAPA-
RILT'Y AND BE PREPARED TO ENTER THAIR DESIGNATED TACTICAL
ATR DIFECTION (TAD) NET WHEN DIFECTED,
() ALL LTH MARINES UNITS WILL ENTER THE REGIMENTAL

TACP NET (FREQ. 4O.i:0 (M-538) ) FOR ATR/GROUND USE WITH

HEITCOPTERS ARRIVING TN THE CP ATEA, AMD WILL MATNTAIN A i&SE(:,]_{E’[

CONTINUGTS “ATCH O THIS NET,
DECLASSIFIED
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(5) LTH MATINES TACP WILL IN ADTITION MAINTAIN A
NET AND THE H,D,/TAR NET. (FREQ. 62,65, (M=763) ).
C, CRYPTO
(1) AUTHRNTICATTION AND WUMERICAL CODES - KAC
QAG 50U,
(2) BREITY CODES - KAG PAG = k.
D, VISUAL
(1) PYROTECHNIC SIGNALS IN ACCORDANCE WYTH
REFERENCE ().
(2) WDOKE
(A) WHITE-MARKING OF ENEMY POSITIONS
(B) RED AREA NOT SECURE, NOT SAFE TO IAND
(C) VIOLET/GREEN - AREA SECURED, SAFE TO

(D) YBELLOW -~ MARKING FRIENDLY POSITIONS
E, COMMAMD POST |
(1) REPORT ALL CP IOCATIONS WHEN ESTABLISHED
OR C10SED,
GP=L
B
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DRAFTED BY MA&J R, W, AUSTIN  SELEASED BY Q\I\JC

PRIORITY /ROUTTNE 344755’—2 JUTT A8

FRM: FOURTH VARIMES
TO:  FIRST "W, FOURTH MARTNES
BLT TWO SLANT FOUR
THIRD R, FOT'RTH MARINES
TIIMD M, TYELFTH MARTNES

m-*o>} 1, THTRD MARDIV
CG, TASX FOCE I'OTEL
TWRIFTH MATTNES
NINTH VA TTNES
CO A, TPTRD FN3R EN

B
SECRET \

OPORDER 7-68 (SCOTLAND DELTA)

A, VAPS: VIUTNAM; 150,000 A¥S SERIES L701}, SHEETS
634211, 6342 111

B, DIVO 0200.4C (COMM SOP)

C, DIVO 0200.2G (COI) P
TIME ZONEs HOTEL

TASK ORGANIZATION

LTH FARINES - COL MILIER ' ;
1ST BN, LTH MARTNES LTCOL GALBRAITH j
BLT 2/) LTCOL RAKN
3D BN, LTI MARTNES LTCOL BOUTE

1. SITUATION
A, E'EMY

(1) SEE CURRENT INTSUS Col #/_ "'f’ 6\5 -

(2) SEE SPECIAL TNTELLIGENCE REPORTS 2-68, (P£SEP)

. - pﬁ-r . . -T?'T
ks A
i MRS
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B, FRIENDIY
(1) TASK FORCE MOTEL CONDUCTS SEATCH, FIX AMD
DESTROY OFERATTONS WITH TWO RESIMENTS, BOTH SUPFORTED
BY DIRECT AMD "ENEZAL SUPPORT ARTTILERY, IN A FELO AND
GROUND OFFENSIVE IN THE BAIONG AND DAKRONG VALIEYS,
| (2) ARTTLLET
(A) 3% = (=) (REIN) 12TH MARINES DS LTH
MARINES,
(B) 12TH MARINES (-) (REIN) GS 3D MARDIV,
PHOVIDES GS/REIN FIRES,
(3) AIR SUPPORT
(A) TTH AF/1ST MAW PROVIDES FIXED/ROTARY
WING SUPPORY.
| (k) RECONNAISANCE/SURVEITLLANCE
(A) 30 RECON AV GS 3D MARDIV,
(5) ENGINEER SUPPORT
(A) Co A (~) 3D ENGR BN DS LTH MARTNES,
(6) TANK SUPFORT
(A) ©O B (-) 3D TANK BN DS 4TH MARINES.
2, MISSION
A, UTH VARINES (REIN) COMDUCTS HELISORNE ASSAULTS
I'TO DESIGNATED AO (SEE ANNEX A OPERATION OVERIAY) TO
LOGATE, FIX AND DESTROY ENEMY FORCES AND INSTALIATIONS IN
AO; INTERDICTS KNOWN OR NEWIY FOUND INFILTRATION ROUTES;
ESTABLISHES HELICOPTER LZ'S AND FIRE SUPFORT BASE FOR

THIS AND FUTURE OPERATIONS, | SFC:n wr

———
DECLASSIFIED
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3, 4T BARINES COPTINUSS DEFENSE OF FIRE SUPFORT
BASE CATTS AND SHEPHERD AND OPEZATIONS IN AREAS OF
PRIYARY THTEREST TO THE WEST,
3. EXFCITION
A, TONCEPT OF OPERATIONS
PHASE I COMTENCING Doy MAXIMUM ARCTLLERI AND AIR
PRPARATION OF ALL SEIECTD 1S, OF D1 ONE BATTAIZON

{(3/4) “TLL COMD'ICT WELTBOWY ASSAULT TWTO WOTTHE™ PORTION

DAKANNG TALIEY AND COMDNCT 2RARCE FIX AND DESTHY OPERATIONS

IN DESIGVATED AO FOR 5-7 DAY3, ADDITIONAL HELIBCW'E ASS-
AULTS WILY BE MADE TV A SOUM'ERIY “OVEMENT THROUCE THE
VALIEY, A FIRE SUPFORT BASE WILL BE DEVELOPEB TC SUPPORT
PHASE TI,

PHASE IT ON ORDER, A SECOMD BATTALION (3/h) WILL
MAKE A HILIPORNE ASSAULT SOOTH CF DAKRONG VALLEY I DES-
IGNATED AO, WILL ASSUME OPCCH (F FIRE SUPPORT BASE, AND
COMDUCT SEARCH, FIX AMD DESII0Y OPETATIONS FOR 5-T7 DAYS,
ON ORDER FIRST BATTALTON WILL ORUENT ACTIVITY TO WEST IN
DESIGNATED AO AND CONTINUE SEARCH, FIX AND DESTRUY OPERA-
TIONS FOR 5.7 DAYS,

3, 3W B, 4TH MATINES

(1) COMENCING D-ly MAXTITH ATR AVD ARTTILIEY PREP-

ARATION OF SEIECT®D 1778,

{2) AT L-RCUR D-1 CONDUCT HELTBORNE ASSAUVLTS INTO
12'S PIGECH (XD 959379), PAFROT (XD 971411) AND PEACOCK
(XD 968358).

DECLASSIFIED
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(3) TOCATE, Y% AND DESTRYY ENEW FOICES,
TYSMAIATIONS , AND SUPPLY CACHZS TN DESITHATED A0
FCR 5.7 DAYS.

(LY INTERDICT EMIMY THPIINRATION BOUTES,

(%) DEVEIOP 337E FOU ¥IRE BAST AT (XD 968368),

(6) 'ISTABLISH AND TTI!IZE ADDITIONAL IZ'S AS
REQIRD, DETELOP (TIITM OF 3 1278 EACH ON BOTH EAST
ASD W37 SIDE OF DAXONC VALLE’ BETWETY HORIZOMTAL GRIDS
hE AND 3h, |

(7) ON CHDER CrGP HESPOMSTHILITY FOR FIRE
SUPPOR: BAST TO 1/l AND CONTINO: SFAFCH, FIX AND DESTHROY
OPEFATIONG T WESTERN PORTION CF AD.

(6) CONTINUE SEZCURITY OF FURE BASE SHEPHERD.
ASSIME OPCOY CF ADDITIOMAL COMAMTES AS ASSIGNED AMD CON-
TINUE TIVITED OFFENSITE CPERATIONS TN ARFA OF PRIMAWY
IMEREST. MATMTATN ONE COMPANI WEST 9OF 89 GRID LINE,

€, 1ST B¥, !TH FATNES

(1) ON ORDER “WITLIFT ONE COMPAIY TO FIRE
SUPPORI BASE AT (XD 953368) 70 PROVIDE SECVRITY FOR
ARTILLERr POSITION,

(2) Ow OHDER COMDYCT FELIBORNE ASTAULT INTO
SCUTHERY PORTION OF DAKHONG VAILEY. ASSUME RES PONSTEBILITY
FOR F{FE SUPPORT BASE AND DESIZHATZID A0, LOCATE, FIX AND
DESTRJY ENEMY FCRCES 4D INSTAILATINNS IN AO, 1NTERDICT
B EBY IWFILTRATION ®UTES,

. ST
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(%) ISTABLISY AFD DEVIIOP LZ'S AS REQUIRED,
D. BIT 2/}
' (1) OOWTINUE STCURITY OF 1Z GATES, HTLL 950 AND
: CONDUCY? LIMITSD OFFENSIVE OFERATIONS IN AO. MAINTAIN ONE
k COMPAN WEST F 89 ARML LINE.
‘J (2) DESIGNATE ONE COMPANY AS RENTMENTAL RESERVE

FCR EM:V7AMaN? IN LOWER DAKBONG AREA, DESIGNATED CCMPANY
MAY CO0TCT LIMITED OPLRATIONS IW 2/4 A0 IN INTERIM,
E. CCOTDINATING ST RUCTIONS

(1) D-DAY: | AUGUST 68 !

{2) L/H WUR3: THA

{3) AIL UNITS UST MAXTMUM COMMUNICATION AND PHYSICAL
SECURL"' DUAIW: ALL m* EMINT. SEEK TO LOCATE AND FIX THE
EMEMY, ADDITINTAL TNWZWTRE WI'L BE COMITTED AS REQUIRED
10 CORION E'RY FORCES, EMPHASTS WIlL BE PIACED ON PATIENCE
IND FI i FOWER,

{L) TENSURE POSTTIVE INENTIFICATION OF ALL PERSONNEL
AND POGITIONS TO AERTAY, OBSERVATION. MAKE MAXIMM USE OF
HEIME! ‘WEKIMGS AND ATK PANELS,

{8) IMPHASIZE CONTINOUS CAMOUFIAGE AMD DISPERSION
OF TEWOMIEL AND EQUIZEHL,

(6) TRROST POUMTS IN EFFECT AS OF 030001H ATD,

ALL OTIER THRUST POINTS PUBLISPED BY THIS HQ CANJELIED

SAME 173,

o .
A J‘, N
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L, oOx7 We 948
B, 8342 0. 9545
C, 35k P, 96h1
D, 8638 ? 9738
E, 87hl R, 992
F. 0232 3. ools
G, 8848 T, OI3
H, 8938 U, 027
1, 906 V. 9934
J, 9L We  97WT
K, 923% T, 871%
L, 922 Y, G335
M. 9lg Zo 9'535'
{'r) oN ORDER CONDICT HELIBOUMNE ASSAULT TO EXPIOIT

S

INTELLIC WCE/FNEMY CONTVAST IN LY MARINES OA,

\/’ {8) PSYWiR OPHS COORDIVATED HY THTS HEADQUARTERS
B

ROADCAG™ TEAM AVATIABL! O REQUEST,

(9) SIX HOUR SITREPS DUE 0500H, 1100H, 1700H,
23008 70T WEPORTS ON OCCTRENCE; STATUS OF EQUIPMENT REFORT
O700H IV.IIYg DAY AND NYCHT ACTIVITIES BY I400H, ALL TO
LTH VAR NES CP,

{1¢) ALL COM'AMDS EMPHASIZE PROPER ORITENTATION
AND IOCGLTICN OF TMITS 'O REDUCE POSSIBILITIES F TNJURY
TO FRIE )Y OF{TS BY SIPPORTING ARMS,

{13} ALL UNTT: ATINTATN ANTI=MECHANIZED OAPA-
BILITY., MCTIFY THIS H3ADQUARTERS OF AMY EVIDENCE OF

TRACGKED “EHICLAS,
DECLASSIFIED
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{1) TWFANTRY BATTALIONS COORDINATE ALL FIRES
WITHIN ESFFI1IVE BOUMIATIES, ALL FIRES IMPACTING
WITHTT 500 MITERS OF O3 4iCR0SS THE 9TH MARINES BONDART
WITL Bt GIEASED RY THTS 11EADQUARI'ERS FSCC,

{13) ATR SENTIHS WILL 38 POSTED AT EACH FIRIHG
POSITICY AMD “TIL CHECY YIRE ARTTILEFY OR MORTARS SHOULD
ATRRAFY BE LADANCERED, FO'S WI'L FOLLOW LIKE PROCEDUES,

(34) SUBMIT A1 AND ARTILLERY PREP REQUIREMENTS
FOR EACE ASSAIT WELYLIFT TO THTS HQ NIT 2200 D-2 FOR
EACH APFLICAPLZ HELTIIRT,

{153 AIR SUPPCRY

A, AIL UN(TS REQUESTING AIR SUPPORT WILL
PASS TARIST DESCRIPTION, IRID LOCATION AND POSITION OF
FRIENDLI?S,
B, MAINTAIN UHF CAPABILITY FOR FIXED WING
CONTROL. \MD SECURE SUFFICIENT ATR PANELS TO MARK FRONT
LINES,
G, THE FNIIOVTNG TIMES WILL BE USED TO
REOMEST +IR SUPPORT:
(1) 1310 TROOP LIFT . TACTICAL 100CH
TWO DAYS ®RIOR TO LIFT,
= ADMIN 1000H DAY
PRECEDING IT?T,
(2) FIXED wING (CAS/DAS) -~ 100DE DAY
PRECEDING,,
(3) 1PQ - 1200H DAY OF REQUEST.
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(L4) INGISTICS = 1200H DAY PRECEDING.
(15) BAND-HEID RCA AUTHORIZED, SUBMIT REQUESTS

FOR AIR AND ARTTLIERY DELIVERED RCA TO THIS HQ.

(17) THIS ORDER EFFECTIVE FOR PIANNING UPON -
REQEIPT AND EXECUTION ON ORDER,
4. ADMINISTRATTON AM: 10OGISTICS
A, SUPPLY
(1) SOURCE - IZ STWD
(2) PRESCYIFFD IOAD - AS DIRECTED BY UNIT COMAN=
DETS TO TNCLUDE BA, 2 DAYS MCI, SALT TABLETS, HALIZONE
TABIETS, AND INSECT REPELLENT.
(3) FESUPPIY
(A) PRIMARY - HELICOPTER
(B) IsA - 12 STD
{C) RESUPPIY SEQUESTS WILL BE MADE TO UNIT
S-1;S BT 1330 THE DAY PFIOR TO THE DAY OF DELIVERY.
(D) EMERGENCY RESUPPLY REQUESTS WILL BE ACCEP-
TED ANYTDME., |
(E) ON D.DAY ONIY EMERGENCY REQUESTS WILL EE
ACCEPTED, ’ ! |
(F) MAXIMUM USE OF DISPOSABLE, PLASTIC CON=
TAINERS WILL BE MADE RY INFANTRY BATTAIIONS, BE PREPARED
TO SUBSITTTTE WATER CANS FOR PLASTIC GOWTATINERS,
{6) M 107 WATER THAILERS WILL BE USED AT

FITET POSITIONS,

S -

1
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(H) UNITS MUST PRI=POSITINH CIASS TI AND
MEDTLD SUGPLIES 4T TIE 1SA, TYPES AND AMOUNTS ARE LEFT
TO TFY 1TSIREFTON OF UNIT COM'A!DERS,

{I) UMIT S-4'S WILL STAGE AT THE 1Z AN EMERG-
By PALRAGE CONSISTING OF WRTE!Y, RATIONS, AND AMMUNITION
T SU#1STINT QUAMIITY TO SUSTAIN TWO COMPANIES CVER MNIGHT

{(J) UNITS 'OLL INCURE THAT CARGO NETS ARE
RE1UE &0 T1) THE 17 FROMFTIY, WITHOUT THEM, RESUPPIY IS
TMPOSST 3L

K. W.0UATION AND HOSPITALIZATION
{1 EYESCISE PYIVENTITIVE MEDICINE MEASURES TO
PREVENM IE/® CASUALTIES,
2" TAVE MAXTMUM AMTT-VATARTA MEASURES,
.3, ETACUEES JILL BE TAXEN TO CO "D" 3D ¥ED HN,
C. “ROISPORTATION

‘1 FBELICOPTER

{20 TROCKS PRIVIDED I i) LZ STUD,
D, SEIVICHES

‘1) 1ST A"D 2110 PLATOOH3 CO ®"A" 3D ENGR A&V,
E, PEFSONIEL

1) CASUALTY IE°ORIING IN ACCORDANCE WITH PRESENT
DIRZCTY S,

72) BATTALIONS I'AINTATY REPRESENTATIVES AT CO °D*
3D M) WTAIION 70 FACT ITATE CGASUAITY REPORTING AND RE-
COTIRY ¢ EOUIPMENT,

'3) POW?S WTLY HE FANDLZD TN ACCORDAMCE WITH DIVO
34611

DECLASSIFIED
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E. OOMND AND COMMUM:CATIONS-LLECTRONICS
4, TEFERENCE (B) LMD (C) AuD THE 4TH MARTNES 0O
(ISSUED SEFARATIIY). '
B, MITO
{1) ALL BATA.TONS AMD DJESIGNATED UNTTS WYLL
ACTTVATY, AXD MAI NTATH .. STATION N TEE “EGIMENTAL ©TACTICAL
MET (FE), (P) 17,40, M-1179) (3) 65,45, (M-862) ),
{2) TWFANTRY DATTALIONS TLL VATNTAIN A UHF CAPA-
BIL{IY K7D *E PIEPARED TO ENTER [HEIR DESIGNATED TACTICAL
ATR DYRECTION (74D) E WHEN DTHICTED,
t3) ALL LTH FLRINES UMI7S WILL ENTER THE RECIMINTAL
TAC> 1T (FREQ. h0.40 (¥-538) ) 7OR AIR/CROWND USE WITH
HELICOPT:ES ARTOIVING 1'{f TIE CP £FA; AND WILL MAINTAIN A
CO™ TI'OTH: WATCH ON THIS YET,
‘4) LTF MARITES TACP “IIL IV ADDITION MAINTAIN A
NET OM 1ME H.D,/TAR NE7', (FREQ. 62,65, v(1~¢7.763) )e
C., CRSTO
(1) AUIHEHTICATION AND HUMERICAL CDES - RAC
MG 505,
{2) BFEVITY C(DES - KAG PAG = S,
D, VISTAL
{1) PYFOTECHNIC SIGNALS IN ACCORDANCE WITH
REFERENCE (C) .
(2) SMCKE

- T
(A) WHITE-MARKING OF ENEMY POSITIONS : Sh(n’f{h i
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(B} RED-AREA NOR SECURE, NOT SAFE TO IAND

(C: VIOLIT/GHEEN .. AREA SECURED, SAFE TO

(D} YELL) - MARKING FRIENDIY POSITIONS
E, COrMAND PGST

{1) RE:ORT ALL CP LOCATYONS WHEN ESTABIISHED

Or CLOSYHD,

GP-4
BT
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Onening remarks ’t;'oy Comanding Genoral, Task Force iotel i~ 3it
I Secord AliVy liegiment Cnerations, Canton LI 30f 3
II Canton II '
Introductory remarks by Commaniing Officer i'ourth Harines 1 =2
A, Intelligence
1, Canton II
2, Ground Raconiaissgace
3, Prisoners
;{ﬂ 4, Aerial Photos
g 5. Weather
B. ogomtions ‘ " 5 w9
1., Foreces Parugipatmg
2, Hissions
3« Concept of Onerations
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t CRITIQUE

f CATON II ACTION
INTRODUCTORY COrii:BNTS

COMMAND ING GENERAL TASK FORCE HOTEL

We had long suspectsd that the rugged terrain west of Vandegrift Combat
Base served as an NVA hideout and a source of a varisty of mallcious actiﬁties.
We knew that friendly intrusion into the area invarigbly provoked a determined
eneny reaction; we remembered that our aircraft that wandered over the reglon
were often shot at ard scnetimes shot down; we recalled that convoys turning
south at the Roek “ile used to face interception from the west; and more
recently, we had ssen rockets come orashing into Vandegrift from sites to
the west.

e ——— .
i

Ve also wers accustomed to seeing a dusty red symbol on ome situatien
maps surmising the sregence of the 8th Battalion, 29th Regiwsnt., Even those
; who doubted whethes thst unit remained in the area scknowlsdged that some
‘ unfriendlies wers thera.

And se to remcva gome of the uncertainty, Task Foree Hotel planned to
employ a battalion of the lst Marines, upen its departure from Khe Sgnh,
to 2und at Hi1l 715--ths area®s dominant feature~-and search surrourding
terrain, The lst Marines nominated 1/1, whose battalion cormander
reconnciterad the area by chopper ami prepared his plans, Bat by 6 July,
when the lat Marines dsvarted the flat and clean Khe Sanh Combat Base, 1/1
remained behind to battls an NVA force at Hill 689 that seemad reluctant
to have the Marines leave, The battalion spent another six days before it

could retrieve eight tarine bodlies from the Hill's forward slopes.
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Meanwhile, on 9 July, a battalion of the 3 Marines—-1/3--arrived
at Vandegrift and relieved 1/t as the security battalion. The next daye—e
10 Joly~—-the enemy reminded us that our action was overdue by rocketing
Vandegrift not once but several times. The following morninge=1i July=
1/4 landed at the topographical orest of Hill 715, initiating a reconnissance
in force they named the "Canton Action.”

Task Force Hotel assumed direct opoon of 1/4 for this actlion since
the 4th Regiment already hed its hands full with 1/1 fighting at Hi11 689,
2/4 and 3/4 at Cates and Shepherd, respectively, and 1/3 manning the ramparts
at Ca LueeVandegrift,

Prior to 1/4's landings on Hill 715, we "preppad” the objective area -
with bombs and rockets from 12 flights of fixed wing alreraft and with 792
rounds of 8" howitzer, 105am and 155mm howitzers.

Marines of the first wave gorasbled from-thelr CHM6 helos at 0950H.
Like the two waves that followed, they received no fire and encountered no
opposition, But a CH-6 in the 4th wave, only a few feet above the 1LZ, suidenly
took bursts of .50 caliber machinegun fire, crashed and burnad. A full lpad
of troops, thelr helmets jarred from their hsads by the impact, anxd the helo's
cresmen all sorambled to safety ahead of the searing flames. One of the
crewuen sustained an injury that required his evacuation,

This incident, plus a sprinkling of 82mm mortar rounds impacting in
the LZ, caussd the flight leader and battalion commander to use an alternate
LZ, off the crest, about 100 meters away. The last wave lanied there at

'1105H. Meanwhils,friendly rockets and bombs plastersd the firing site of

the enemy .50 caliber and it was heard no more.

TT T |
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There wore two contacts on D~Jay. Marinos of C/1/W, northeast of 715,

gnotted 3 KVA rumnning into a {roeline, larimes called an artillery mission

ot the area with good target coverage, At 2100H, D/1/4, opsrating west of
} the Li, recoivad 10 rounds of enemy mortar fire. One larine was killed and
two others received minor wourds. The next day, 12 July, at 0930H, c/i/
received 6 rourds of snipsr fire, wounding one Harine., B/1/4 fourd 5 HVA
hsdies in the thick esnopy wagt of HALl 715'c swmit. A1l elowents of 1/4
o the 12th continusd te find hoavily fortified positicns that had been

recently ocoupled,
D42, At OBCOH, the LZ security foree killed one HVA with N.l6 rifle fire

B

ard captured his AK27. At 14201, while Marines of B/1/4 were moving weste

vard down & trall, tkeir poiat slement was struck by s commsnd detonated mine,
They pulled back, set up a porimetsr, ani sent clements forvard to retrieve
casalties, The enemy sl off anothsy ciammard detensted mine and fived .50

e v YN s

caliber ard 82mm mortors at the “arines. Resulis of ths engagemsnt were
1 K14 (BNR), 1 MTA ard 8 Wia (EVAC).
D+2. Flanning continusd on the morning of the 14th for a recovery operation
o retrisva the 1 KIA (BNR) ard 1 MIA from B/1/t. At 1530H, A/1/b displaced
by helo to help in the operation. Following a h5.minute artillery prop, elements
of AJ1/l moved out st 1900H but soon encounterel another mine, resulting in
4 KIA and 6 WIA {EVAC), 1 KIA baing the Alpha Company Cesmavnder. The unit
’ withipew. A debrisf of 1/4 psrsonnel irdicates the mines emcountersd were of

an unknoun type. Eash incident was initiated by one large expiosion followed

s s

bty a series of smallsr ones.

D4, At 0900H om 15 July. the lst Battalion, 4th Marines commenced its
15111374 Fran the vicinity of FA1L 715 to Vandegrift Combat Base. The move

vas Nalascery to welleve foress to partieipate in the Jancaster July Actlon.

- BREL,
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Statisties for Cunton I ore reflsetad on this chart. (Frissdly:

< 6 wournled and evacuated. Enmmy: 3i killed).

el
[
Buba

6 killed

TT T
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I, ScCOol ARVH RaGI NI

T Twl BT ALIGTS O Tiks SICOMD ARVE G Licadl? PARTICIPATING IN THE
LANCS S8 JUIY S 21000 FAb COMPLeTiL THEIR ASSIGMED MISuION OF SEARCHING
FHE DENSE AND ZUFLGTs) JUNGLED TERRAIN TO THE NORTHWEST OF VANDEGRIFT
CONEY HESE, THNRSTOLL, IN DEVELOPTNG THE PLAN FOR CANTON II THE S:COND
ARYE SRGIELT WAS UM AN TDEAL SITUATION AND LOCATION TO COMPLEMERT THE
FOURTE (ARINSS OFFERSIVE ACTION. TIE DERIVED COURSE OF ACTION WAS FOR THE

SHOOHY aAFYN TO HELYLIFT FROM FRESENT POSITIONS INTO LZ®S AND ESTABLISH A

- . ’
FLOCK 13 POSTTION ©C TG NORTH OF THE FOURTH HMARINES, SUBSEQUENTIALLY, 4

TEEY +OULD SEARCH THE SOUTHERN CAM LO RIVER BASIN,.

THIS CONCEP! WiS PruSENTED TO COLOMkL GIAI, COMANDING OrFICER, AID HE
BAGRRELY ACCEPTED THe PROPOSAL AKD DEVELOPED HIS SCHEME OF MANEUVER.

POl YBRTICAL RUCOHNAISALCE IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE ONLY SUITASLE LAN.
TG ZOKkeS WERE HILIS 492 AND 490, THy SELsCTION OF THESE 12'S CREATED
CERTAD COTRDINATING PHORLEMS AS THuSE TERRAIN FEATUKES wWeRE IN CLOSE
PROFEOATTY OF THS FOURTI MARINDS BOUMDARY., A DETAILED TIME TAULE WAS
ESTAMLISHED TQ SCHIDULE AIR PREPS, AKRTILLERY PREPS AU THE LAIDINGS IN
SUGH A SE.USHCHE NOT TO HUWDER THE FOURTH MARINES BUT TO POSSIBLY REINFORCE
THEIR ACTIONS.

EARLY ON 28 JULY AS GENERAL PREPPING COMMENCED THE CONTROLLING AO,
0SERYED BUNKERS, TRENCH LINGS AID SQME NVA, AS THe DAY PROGRESSED ADD-
ITIONAL DEFENSIVE POSITIONS WERS UKCOVERED. COLONEL GIAL DECILVED TO POSTe
PXE DDAY AND FEGUESTED MORE AR, FOR Tilk [EXT 20 HOURS FIXED WING AND
ARTTLLERY POUNDEDR TiE ARtp. THE MAJORIXY COF DEFENSIVE CQHPLEXES WERB

DASTROYED o
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COLONEL GIAI ASKED FOR A L-HOUK OF 1300 Oi 25 JULY, THIS CRuAlbd A
AJOK FLOBLEH AS ALL AVAILABLE MARI® HELICOPIERS WERK SCHEDULED TO GAKE
SEVERAL HELILIFTS I SUPPORT OF LANCASTiR JULY ACTIONe LI COL PARSOR,
SENIOR ARMY ADVISOR «ITH ARVN, SUGGESTED AND REGUCSTED ARMY UH{E HELICOPTERS
THROUGH HIS CHAIN OF CO:MAWD. NIl UHIE HELICOPTERS WITH A CAPACITY OF
CARRYLIG 7 ARVN SOLDIERS PR HELO ArRIVED AT VANDEGRIFT OK TRIE BUT THE
LAJDING WAS DELAYSD BECAUSE OF & RAIN SQUALL.

FOLLO<IN: ADDITIONAL AIR PREP THE FIRST WAVE LOADED WITH ARVH SOLDIiRS
OF THE 3HD_Bj, SETTLED DOWN ON HILL 490 AT 1500 DMEDIATSLY THEY REC:IViD
INTEUSE A/W FIRE FROM A RIDGE LIe TO THE NORTH. AS TiE ARVN DEBARKD
FROU THE HELOS THEY WERE MET WITH S/A FIk FROM AN ESTIMATED NVA SuUAD
LOCATED ON A KNOLL «BOUT 150 HETERS AWAY. XORE AIRSTRIKES WERE CONDUCTED
WHILE TWO MORE WAVES wiRk INSHRIED. THE A/W POSITION WAS SILENCuD AND THE
ARV ASSAULTED TIE WVA SGUAD, FIERCH FIGHTING PREVAILED BUT THE DETSRMIND
AZVNS OVER RAN THE POSITION ACCOUKTING FOR 13 NVA/KIA, THEY SUFFERED 1 U.S.
.00 KIh, 1 ARV KIA MD 18 WIA (EVAC). COLONEL GIAL HiD SUSPENDED THE LIFT
UNTIL THIS POCKET OF RESISTENCE WAS ELIMINATED. MARINE HELICOPTERS EVACUATED
THE ARVN WOUNDED AND ANOTHER WAVE OF TROOPS WAS INSERIED AT 1800, THIS TDME
82MM MORTARS AID RECOIIESS RIFLE FIRE IMPACTED ON THE 1Z, TINE WAS NOw
ACCOMIHG A MAJOR FACTOR AND 9RD BH HAD ELEMENTS IN TWO LOCATIONS. THE
pEcISION WAS MADE TO HELILIFT THS REMAINING FORCES TO VANDEGRIFTe. HMARINE
MELICOPTERS COMPLSTED THIS MOVE AT 2000H, ON HILL 492 THe UNIT, CQMPRISING
OF 150 ARVN SOLDI:RS, 2 U.S. FO'S AiiD 2 U.S, ADVISORS ESTASLISHD A PERIMETER
DEFENSE. IN A DEBRIEF, OML UeS, ADVISOR RELATED THAT HILL b92 WAS LITIERED
WITH PORTIONS OF BODIES AND MANY DEFENSIVE FOSITIOHS HAD BEEN DESTROYED BY
ATRSTHIK:S. 15 ALSO FELT THE SQUAD THAT THEY HAD ANNILATED WAS LuFT BEHLD

FROM A MUCH LARGER UNIT THAT HAD SUFFRRED KANY CASUALTIES.

TR g
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THROUGHOUT 1ife HGHT TP.S AD ARTILLERY LLASTiD POSSIBLY Rl TAGeTS.
THE HdT Rki()PJdD%bTﬁmmﬂﬂEﬂ OF THid 3RD BATTALION AiD ALL OF %l 15T BR
WERE HLILEFTED INTO HILL 492, 1ST BATTALION IigfLIATEIY MOVED TO HILL 490
AliD CCHE4sNCED A DoTAILL SHARCH OF THe ARdA. HO CONTACT WAS HXPiRIENCED
DURING THIS HELILIFT. 3RD BA1TALION ZSTABLSSHwD THEIR BLOCKING POSITIONS
AS THE 4TH MARDNS WKRE ORDERED TO SEARCH OUT THE NORTHWEST RIDGE.

CPANY PATRCLS WERE DISPATCHED ON THE 27TH BUT NO ENEMY WAS FOUND.

Ol THIS DATE COLOKNEL GIAZ RECEIVED WORD TC DISPLACE HIS UNIT TO DONG HA Ch
THE 29TH, ON THE 287H ONE BATTALION SWEPT NORTHEAST IN THHE CAM LO RIVER
BASIN AM) THE OTHER RATT/LION MOVED ALONG THiE ADJACENT RIDGELINE, THEY
DISFLACED ON THE 29TH 3Y HELICOPIERS AND TRUCKS.

COICNEL GIAI®S REGILNT ILLUSTRATED KELTREME AGGRESSIVENISS AND PRO.
FES3I06ALISY WHILL OPRRATING WITH TASK FORCE HOUEL. THE INoIVIDUAL ARVN
SOIDIER DRMONSTRATED COURAGEOUS DET=RMINATION TO CLOSE WITH AWD KILL HIS
BNEY.

RuSULTS OF THe ARVE PARTICIPATION: FRIsNDLY; 1 U.S, AND i1 ARVN KIA,
18 ARVR WIa (EVAC), EIEMY; 13 HVA/KIA, 6 AK«47s CAPIURED, SEVERAL BUNKLRS
DESTROTD «
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COMANDINC OFFICER, LTH MATINES COMMENTS O CANION i

On balance, the Canton II operation proved highly succeasful, 7Tts
g1c0935 can not be measured in enemy confirmed. More impert&nt T, A%
amn be gauged by the number of marines who ﬂll not become future
casmalties from the enemy ordance captured. To the individual Marire,
the capture of an enemy wmortar or RPG round haz a very persoral meaning.
Adlitionally, a significant contribution to the defenses o7 Caubat Bags
Vandegrift and Firs Support Bass Cates, Certainly, the WA vas deslt

m‘a gsevere blow. The rice caches are important when consideration is
given to the Aifficulty ¢he NVA will have replacing them in 2 non-rice

producing locale, The ordnance will be especially hard for him %o

replace before the momsoon season, |

Problems developed during the planning and exacution of CGanton II,
Some of these arose because we falled Eto fully heid lessons previocusly
learned. Algo, we managed to ereate s few new problems on cur oum,

On the other hand we did empdoy to gooﬁ! advantags lessons Isarned during
“our exparisnces during Operation Charlton, in April, and Asbin South in
June, I would like to highlisht a few of the techmiques which worked
well during Canton IY.

_15‘_1_12!‘._. Company operating bases were again used to good advantage.
We had previowly employed them during Charlton, These compayy opera-

ting bases permit the troops to eover a glven area fastiar and more

offectively. These COB’s must, of course, be readilj reinforzeable
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and well boxed ia with supporting amms. We 4id mob wes CUd s
exc‘!.usi%e'i;v during Cant on\{I, but we found it effective whsn esployec.

Seecond, We agaln feund ﬂ‘:.hat the enemy ad his caches 20 wsmalls
ioeated near & water source, especially, durimg the kot scagor. Durtioy.
he will dofend by his supporting arms or troops that which is imporbia:s
to him. We apain found him vulnerabls to decapiion and rapid movewent.,

Third. Sufficient time must be allowed to permit thorough searcr
for caches, Interestingly, the largest caches wsre fowmd &oward hhe

end of Canton II. Tn shori, you have to live with the enem’, Thi;

Al

pormits a much better search of the area as troops hecome familiar
with the ground and gain confidence. This is not meant te imply Lhat
units are stationary in the area, sincs frequent movewent =itlin the
general area is mandatory.

Fourth. Arclichts are Tine if you get them, but don't “et thew
4 ctate your tactics,

Pifth ard last. Again we found the li2mm mortar a versatile

se#pon and well suited for this type of operation, When the opsra-
%ion was modified to search out a suspected rocket aite, tho ho2%s
were reacii)y avallabls to ingert into the fire suppori bese pending
arrival of the 105%a,

In surmary, Canton IT %aught us mach, and we take Justliiable
pride in the job done by the Marinea of 1/ly, BIT 2/k, /12 end 3/12,
We are also appreciative of the first class suppor% provicedl by

Task Forca Hotel.

s e TN Lt T R R e L

o
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A, IdTLLLIGEGCE

1. CANTON II. All evailable intelli;ience colleciions
mesans wers emnployed during the .ericd 16 July 5o O lugust
providing data with vwhich to snalyze the area rond the enemy
forces in the urea of concern. In the 1/ svea, 1y pged
mountalnous, denss doubles &nd triple canopy coveruvd terrain
existed. The 2/, A0 wsg characterized bty elephant ,:ass,
platesus end less mountainous terrain and only sin;le canopy
r'n rouhly from north to south on the north and south sldes

of Donr Ce Lu. There were tritutaries of the Songr Cam Lo to

t north and tributaries of the Quang Tri to the south all
of these provided routes of access and exit from the area

concerned.

2., GROUND RLCONNAISSANCE (RECON). Im the two weeks prior

to the start of CANTOM II there were three recon inserts im
the vioinity of Dong Ca Lu and Hill 715, Two had contact in
vicinity of (XD S449) and the third was in the vicinity of |
(XD 9343), but had necative observation. Recon team Football
§ ¢ at 20 July vieinity (XD 923503) made contact with (2)
NVA wearing light preem utilities and covers, resultiog in
(2) HVA KIA CONF. A recom team made contast on the llth of
July with (2) NVA vicinity (XD 953535) resulting in (2) BVA
KIA CONF.

3. PRISONERS. No prisoners were taken during the sotionm,
this limited our input of Intellience rrom the rio.ld to c;p:-

tured weapons, material, and observations of base aress,
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L. AERIAL PHOTUS. Photogrsaphy recuested on L8 July were
recelved after the operation staptsd, once received ths phoboes
wers road end data psssed Uo both 1/4 and 2/4 in the [ield.

5. WEATHER. The weather in the OA during the cperaniowm had
no adverse effedts on our actions., The temperatures renged
from the mid-70%'s at night to the mid-90’s during the day.
Ceilin:s occasionally dropped during periods of rain showers,
presenting some problems to our alr support, Sowe problems
were emcountered trylmg tc (et enourh weather amd aatro Jate
er\cnough in advance to utilize in the planning of toe oper-
ation. This has since been overcome, Humidity wes hirh dus

to the frequent stowers and the heat im both A0‘'s.

T ' T
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Bo  Opercticg ‘
Lo Foroes Fazhicleabing

lst Bn, 4th Mar

ELT 2/4

let Bny 12 Moz {24 July - 31 July)

37d Bny 12th Max { . Aug < 6 Aug )

A Co, (=)¢ %rd Fngr Ba

2. Migaiow, '“he mispion asz Jzigimally eseigned ¥y Tash S'éme
Hotel direoted opsratins in the FQl NS complex t0 egpaid previcus
aotivity with a sacondary purpose %0 recover Lodies of two Harimes.
killed in Canton 1, A cowcept to expend the operatien o includs &
- second battalion operatig in ths plates: aves was upproved, The
mesim was finaglly stated wse

(8) To conduct heliborne and overland infanimy sssewlts into
designated AQ t0 locate, fixr and destroy enezy foraca and ¢ Losate
and deatrqy emamy supply cachss, ecoocket sites and huzbir sites-

(b) On 3 fug an sdcitimal specific mission %o socxeh for
possible rooket mites XD 5052 was esaigned BLT 2/4, Rocke:s had been
fired at the Rookpile during this operation snd immedinte yeacticn

was directeds,
) 3 Caoept of Oogratioce. “The Canton I actiar s 03iginaliy
Plenned as & two phase, two tattaiion cperation, 1gt Bn, it1 Marines
was assigred an AO that incladed the Hill 715 oomplex and ias mjor
dravs leading south to Route 9o ELT 2/4 was %o operate imitislly in

the plateam srea west of 715 and later move to the norsh acd northuest.
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4. Zxscution
(a) Phase I

(1) BLT 2/4, Cn (Dv1) 23 July ELT 2/4 maseed 3 oompsnies
et Hi1l 679 (XD 894458) ond on D-=Day 24 July began overlend rovenent
towards Regimental Cbjective 1o 2/4 secured Objective 1 03 25 July,
ocondnoted Operations in this area vntll 28 July with cut enemy ocautact,

(2) 1st By, 4th Mar

(a) @ 25 July (D+l) 1/4 conducted heliborms assaults

invo LZ s Wren and Thrush, Light registance was encountered from an
estimatod eneny aquad as A and B companies moved toward the east of
Hf1l 715, After additionsl use of supporting arms, 1/4 sesured Regi-
mBental Objective 20 C and D ocompanies were dropped nearly 1000 meter:
south of the designated LZ vhich created conaiderable diffinldy in
navigation, The custozary briefing with aviation and ground commanders
had Deen held $he previous day and & zone had been agreed upon and
approved, Just prior to the landing, the Ensy Gunship Commander decided
that the previocusly seleoted and preped sone was not satiafactomy anc
designated the mew cne unbekmown to anyone in 1/4. A dsbrief with
gumehip commanders revesled his opinion that tree stumps ’'n the LZ mede
it meatisfactory. Had the ground cormander been notifisd altemate
plans oould have been execouted, but no such notificatim wms given and
two ocapanies were landed in 2 unpreped LZ, Onoce orisnted the ocampaniaes
began slow xovenent toward the wostern crest of Hll 715.
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{b) /4 emnriomad zearch and dsstroy (verasicas vithout
enemy oontact uatll 4 Mmyasts Sizabie ¢achss of rice, wadong, sanmi-
tion plus enemy bodiles were dlscoverad,
() Phase II

(1) On 29 Juily 2/4 {~) commmced movement toward legimental
Objective 4o G Co, necured Chiective 4 on the mommirg of ¥ July witr-
Qut enexy resistance, 5, F and CP established positions npyrexirmiely
1000 meters to the east, At 1030 G Co, eaw 15 FVA {0 th: northwest of
Hll 606, They todk the enemy under fire with 8/A, wrtsss, artillerr
and air, At 13%0 a platoon went forward to check the &res ond anoourtared
& gmll enely force in entrenched bunkers, 4 Marines werc *4llad Yy =a
initial heayy burst of enemy fire, 3 of the todies remira- vnresovered
as artilley and air yorked the bunker complex the rereinds:: of the deye
After additiom] prep during the night and the following romming, G Ceu,
mved forward to recover the bodies without further inoiden:,

(2) From 30 Jyly - 2 August 2/4 ocontimad opemt:iom in M1l
606 area and alang the ridgline south of the ARVN contaot (3511 492),

(3) @ 152 Mugust a fire buse at 606 was catallisch d to support

¥ _ further operatians to the narth, Selection of 606 vas mads after oon-

saltation and reconmissance by artillery and infantrr corm.mnders, 4.2
moriars wre emlaced immediately and after s 4 day of preperation Yy
A Co, 3xd Fagr Bns 3-105°s were installed, It was intended and util:zed
as 8 quickly developed, temporary P3B, In sccordanse with *ho eslablighed
Pdlicy of naming fire bases afier former oommndants it vus designated ¥B
Shoup,
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(4) On 3 humes 2/ covmnged wxecution of the additional wis~
sion to search the rocke’ area on the north slopes of tha Fhe Giang Thoan
Valleyo P CO. remained -riua the CP vhile ¥ and G roved ixm toward the
stream, (Tt was during shis mivamens thet ihe hug- >iche as rligcovemd}o
At first light the BLT's oxganic reoon platoon crossad tha sireanm and
gearched the area with negative fimdings.

(5) At 018 on § August approximately 10 5V4 proved the lineu at
¥B showp killirg 4 Marines.

(6) On the afternoon of § August (I3) all ertillery and infantyy

 unite oompleted the extract from the field and Cenion IT was comlleted,

(7) It should b noted thet 1/4 was not orxdered to sxecute Fimae
TI due to the extreme produstivity of its search of the 7 © complex, 1/4
had teen given congiderable frecdom of tovement ani had developed a torles
of battelion objectives which oreated the necessary flevibility %o properly
gearch the 715 oomplex, Several LZ's, one capable of receiving 2 CH=46's
were out out Of heavily wooded terrein and will prove invaiuvable for
future operations. 1/4 completed its portion of Canton I on 4 Augurk (Dell).

5
) Gommand/Contrel
(1) Daring this 2 batialion operation, cae additiomal vatisiion

1/9 = became opoon to the 4th Marines and assumed 1/4'e aros ot Yancegrift
and Ca Lu, 2/4, with the B Omd Orp, retained its rTespomsivility for its
ares of primary interest (7B Cates weet ¥ BEll 9%0) and essumed ovoon at
various times of M/3/4, 3/2/9, and BA/4, and a plsicm cf 4/1/4 after
their extmot from Cantin II. The A Cmd Grp controlled iths Centonr 1T

operations, and assumed opcon of D/1/4 on 4 August,

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

(2) At ome point 2/4 consisted of 8 -~ companles, putting graat
gtrain on the commmicatiors and stalf capabilities of tha battalica, The
B Cmd Grp oconcept ven be productivelr empl@red in & 2 and I commeny i,
but, this sitwation oreated 2 separa%e full sized bettalisng with only one
staff, one set of radics and frequensies; one Elmm rlatoci.

(3) The lesscn iz that the B Cmd Grp should not be extended naach
bayond its noxmagl oapabilities and additional battaliona mist be provided
intact to properly continue the modile concapt in the western poation of
Sootland IT AQ,

(b) Movement into enemy territory utilizing combinations of overland
ead heliborne asssults is eapecially effective. A moverment of this type
in Robin South Yy 3/9, 2/4 and 3/4 set up a mjor defest far the NVA,
Agin in Centon II 2/4, ol ipped unodtrusively towards Objective 1 as 1/4
helilifted to (bjective 2 and the ARVN helilifted tc the southem portion
of its AQ, The pincer effeoct was at least partially responsidle for his
abandoning laxge onches.

{(c) T™he third item is really a lesson re-leameés Nearly every oiche
and tunker oomgilex found on this opemetion as uncovered after extensive
detailed ssarch ani small unity patroling. Remlistic time frames must be
establiched that allov battalion sufficient time "to get in and live" with
the enemy ia his area,

(2) The versatility of the 4,2 mortars was a giir reemphasized, Tiis
vill be covered in detail in the Artillery Critique.
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C. INTELLIGENCE
1. CAPTURED YWEAPONS, CRDNANC. AND MATERIAL. As has been

prewiocusly indicated the captured wespons, ordnance, and
material became the most pertinent intelligehco data obtalined
during this operation. From all observations of captured
weapons and material,. the following concluslons cam be drawnt
That this area wes used as & transitional oyoint for infllitrat-
ing troops moving south, and as a rehabilitation center for
euspalties to be treated or kept for futher evacuation or reas-
a*iﬁmentc Frem ceptured gpear ond cbservation of the arca, we
found the following indications on which we offer these
additional conclusions.

(a) The very nature of the terrain 1s such that it
provides access and exit routes into the area for 1ufiltra-
tion. Alsc the rugged terrain and heevy caoncpy character-
izing ths sres provides excsllent concaalment for a lar;e
size base cache area, resupply point, or hospital site.

. (b) The readiness with walch snemy troops withdrew and
tue amount of ;ear they left tchind, indicates that they
weren't preparvd for the ﬁnount of forces that were introduced.
However, a tokeun defense was offered. Since our current Order
of Battle carries no cmemy unit locations in this aros, it
is posaible that only & ninimal amount of troops wers actually
deployed im the origimal defense of the ares.

(o) The size of the base area found, the medical bunker
complexes, and the messing areas imply that battalioun or

regimental size unlts could be harbored in the area. Other

10

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

jndicetions or ecxsmples that the ares haa been in use for
gometias wers the larse variety of uniforms ead type of pear
fous?, Some of the \.mi.fovms were of the type without camou-
flaged tie strings (#+l1d tvpe). The tops nﬁd the bottoms were
of different colors, meterial and were well worm. A body
being fourd with whita ﬁloves still cn it's hends (sumgical)
indicativ: of & doctop or a corpaman gubstantiates cur beliof
that this was & larro madical rehabliltatlom ceunter. Other
{imdications were the lar;e amounts of medlcal rear, new sure
<Fi001 instrumeni;sP larre quantities of wmedicines. The medicines
wore of Asian and Europo®i origin. Two of the contributing
countrivs detscted ware Great Eritailn and Czechoslovakia.
There was n large number of  raves found. Some soenmed to
have been {u; in advancs, possibly anticlpatimg future casulltioi'
leading t¢ the desth of wounded persomnel. Futher examples
was the discovery of twelve [rave sites containing only five
dead. Ail of thess elaments polnt to & large hoapital complex.
) (1) Large enemy caches of weapons, ordnance, and food
curthe” indicete these twc locatlons of operation were larre
presuprly areas. Caches were found with as many as two false
bottaias. The types or-enomy ordnsmce found (ave us a new
weapyn to add to.the NVA's cepabilities in our A0, This
was the finding of the 82mm Recoileas pun ammunition. The
Reroilcss run has been previously desipnated as the B-"
0id positions were rig;ed witn surprise explosive devices
13dlcating the enemy kuew this area and intended to g;:y.
>aths and trails lesding upward were boarded with logs to

n
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hold mud and oo awwetv PP e petka anicaulay wesll pregayed
area. A lop book with 127 names of patlemts, (NVA type),
thnt had bsen treat-d by the hospltal between Avril aﬁd July,
was found. This ipdlcates a steady flow of wounded to tuils

are&.
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Do Fgic/Axtidlexy
Lo Axkillay Support

(a) Por the Canton 11 operation the lst Bettaliom, 12th Marivse
was assigmd the li_psion oi‘vd:lreot gupport of the 4th Merinee. Direct
Support urt:l.lle;v wag ap £0llowss
| (1) *6” Battexy 34 Ba, 12th Yarines 1coated at Ca lus

(2) "E" Battery 34 Bn, 125 Marines looated at Fire Bgos Cates
(3) *2» Battery 33 By, 12th Marines 1coated ot Fire Base Shaphard,
(4) st Provisicnsl’ 155 Battexy located at Pire Dage Oates.
(5) "w» Battexy (<} 2couted at Fize Dase Cates,
(6) Ceneml Support/Meinforoing fires were provided ty the
4%h Rn, 12th Marines.

() It was determined, Dased on the Ovexlaping fire capabilities,
that there was mificient 105mm overcoverage of all infentry maexver
elements; DBeomuse of this there was initially no Dreak down of the Diress
Sapport mls,

Qf interest was the faot that *D* Baitexy 24 M, 12th Marines was
- positionsd adjmoent to 'G" Battery at Ca Lu and was able to provide additiomal
~ seiaforotng fires. “D* Kettery had been 80 positicned %0 sxpport the Be Lou
Vally Opexmtian, |
It 15 significant $0 note that durimg this Deriod Heedquarters 34 Bed-
talim, 12th Marines relisved the 1t Battalian, 12th Marines of the mission
of Direct Jppart for the 4th Merines. No 1oss of oontimity or difficulty
in coordination was experienced.

13
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{c) Fpeutim, To capport the :chems of marneuver, on D=3 artillexy
commenced with preparatior fires on all lmown and suspected inrgets in the
érea of operstionee The rrep-fires uwhar¢ oulminated on D<Day intense prep-
fires on lending Zone Thrugh and Wren. These LZ°’s were the primary landing
sopss for the 1st Battalion, 4th Merines, D-Day prep firee were controlled
by an aexial observer and fired in conjunstion with fixed wing air preps.

The initial mpport of the 2nd Battelim, 4th Marines, whose mvement
was overlend, was confined to firing preplanned oancentrations on suspected
targets developed from aveilsble intalligence.

During the eperation the 2nd Batialim, 4th Marines was directed to
search an area believed to be the lacaiion of rocket laumohing gites. These
rockets hed bean harrasaing theTion Son Lam/Rock Pile area, This maneuver
axoseded the effective mapge for i05mm mupport. In order t0 provide mu-
lexy support for this phase it was neocssesary to establigh s temporery fiu
base on Hill 606 (grid square 8849). After the initial recon it was decided
that the meximum artillery that ocould be pogitioned at Bill 96 would de
thres 4.2 inch mortars sad three 105am howitzers: Bomd oxsters were utilised
ag gan pite in order to sxpedite ccoupation of position and still pmvido

protection to the gun crews and amEmition. The mortar battexy wes emplaced
fixet alang with an advanced party from the 105zm battexy. The advanced
party was sant in early vith the mission to prepare the position for receipt
of the 105°s and amamiticn, Considerable engineer effort wae required be-
cmpe of the extent of the low brush and trees in the firing position, The
position for the 105 howitzers was 1ready for acoeptance.

1h
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of ths howiizurs LY the sitexsuen of the first day. Towsver the weether
deteri¢rated tc a point which vrecluded the helicopter support. The miwer
oroscing plannsd for 2/4 w=s poatponed 24 hours becanse of the abgence of
the 105's, This temporary fire bage was designated Fire Base Sham,

The counterbe ttexy
and comtermor.Ar plan was ective, Suppression fires were fired on aress
of lnown or suspected enemy wveapan positions, Blooking and suppression
fires wers sd)ugted into areas of suspected enesy mortars and rockeds.

During the operaticn vien a mit vold Gbserve or Teosive inooming,
priority of firee were shifted to the unit under atiack, O(n ssveral acone-
siens mits 4id observe rocket and Mrtexr fire nto frisndly poeitiors sad
fire ws immsdiately brought to beare In all cases the ensxy weapons wezs
silensed. |

5 Tim Swrgrt Qoorlimiim. Tire Swport Coordisation furing the
Canton II cperation revesled no significamt preblems, The coly delays woxe S
ang t0 the Maflure of airomft to cbtain clearsnce into the 4tk Marineg
area of operation,

4o AAZdey, Air and artillery activities were coordinated at
all levelss Protlems enccuntsred were lack of positive kncwviedgs of the
looatim of airomft. Dacsuse of thig, artillery experienced a great mulder
of cheok fires wvhile airomaft positioning could be dstermined.

Hal icopter swpporting artillexy wmits for the ocperstim were in shert
mpply snd not alweys respnaive to the immediaste 1lift,

15
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requirements for boih *ectical soves aad logiatic Pvild up. DBecause the
fire base arcas were 2ften weathesed in. it wau esseniisl that resupply de '
imedistely accoupl iched vhen the weather would breslk,
5o Cemmppleation, Ime ic the distance and intervening terrain; come
mmications vith the forward cbservers located with elaments of 2/4, vere
being relayed thru unnits lconted on Hill 606, Deceuse of this it was
decided to place the /G Battery in direct support of 2/4 providim fires
immedistely rospmsive to the infentxy bettalion,
6. Loepaong Loaroed, The lessne lezrned or re-leamed during the
“/\, Canton II operstion were: |
(a) Artillery axmmmition inteaded for helitome operatioms must
be pre-positionsd 0 enable 1ift Yy either CH-46 or CB-53 type helicopter,
(v) Piomeer tools are & mst for artillery advanced parties.
(¢) Artfllexy poeitions in tesporary fire beses mist be sslected
for their adility to provids support of the infentry and with a lessor

regaxd as an flenl artillery poesition,

16
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" L] 1m

E. Air Operations

1, Cemeral. Adequate alr preparaiions ware rowsivad im %he 710
ares utilieing 3l dey time flights and 8 TPR%s, Yo alr pr2p waw
wsed in the 2/l area of operstion, Sufficiemt IZ props vere »oilimd
on Wren end Thrush,

2, Problsm Area Bnocountered

(a) Vost problems resulted fram iradequate commmnications.
The TACP net was jammed with admindstretive traffic raquiring aa
adlitional net for tactical vssge, The TACP® frequsncy Wer also wged
by other units thus compounding the pooblem. No status veports surs
available on helo Jifts,

(b) Scrambled fixed wing suppert was not availails urlsss
troops were in contact and the time wyjuiresents fon fra;gad flced
wing support are not realistic in a flidc sitnatien,

(e) Folos were not avallablle to pisk up veiwn ¢ad) waisr
specifieslly instructed to do so.

(@) Overall afr support was aifective, Fouryor conlvod
apémdic at times causing undue delay :im iritiablng sad Iltiug o
fires.

3, lessons Isarned

(a) iain an adgitional T{%C’P wet o taebtanl vea,

(b) Seclect clﬂar frequenci.esu..

(c) =un all tactical helo lires ow the men % nets ok TALP nie .
(4) Have the mpability to rovembls spaciTis he v ordmEnce

for targets othar then Lroope in ootk

7
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(&) PMave assince wbilizstion o heGar vsioamdny fp o

resupply runs in that trsy maks ricuns at the resvyyites o0
only,

(f) Ensurs that sircrafi havo cositive oo

ORI R et

with TACP before entering, laavinz and while in the £0,

(g) A fixed wing represenizh’ve gbbend one trjars o

AN £
H 3

to each major operation to help coord zzie the dinit’al. ues AR SEN-%: 8
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F. Logistics

1, Resupply. The ih Mayines meved 1,628,087 pounds ¢f supplies hc
support the forces in Cantom IT and the battaiion plus thet covered tuw
southern and southwestemn flemks of tha hih Marines AQN curing the
course of this operation. Helicoptors were used ex clngdveiy Tor the
resupply, with CA-l6's and 53's perfomzing most of the wuit. The
CH-3L's :were uged as &C helicopters u: well as lmitizd resuppiy aln
craft fofuard of 1Z Shepherd in auppeir. of %ae covering Trine3. [fha
ISA was at 12 Vandegrift, then vnown a3 L7 Siud, Tho storls of ¢las
I, 111, IV and V a Vandegrift wore «iijuate as wel as Hie avallabl lity
of class II from Dong Ha,

2, Evamation of Captured Iwomg. IRy e slom.fivat pretisn +.8

encountered during this cperation anc " 1t baing iv “hs ava of tha
timely evacuation of captured dommesi® : and fupedimanta,  las loplato
chain is tasked with the respeneibilii- to haidls fus ova vaiion of
captured items, As an inordirats awwiril: of Jnemy SHTIEH, LuUApULL A%
equipment were found and capturad im o) coure of shis o mabicn ihn
logistic chain was not wady to nandie shias sig? of a nu 14 zas
anticipated to use the "dead heuiin:® glatie pelliowpie wid tis
nets already in the zones from pwior :suppls 1ifen g3 v anang of
evacuating the booty., Due to a lack of comruaieabiotes 28 sn the
helicopters and the landing zones tiﬁfs Ad reh hapren, T faclital
the solving of this problem the naliscphers g511 he fvesg thoegh
the LOC at the 1SA for the rehuia 1T, Gcibions ¥l Fh 3 reewsno: i Bhu

a spot at the ISA be designataé ag & Foren paab® ey bhe Rertl A

aquipment, Ther the rsspongisls: wls LAY be akle boo om0y oowad
19
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the zone and deliiver thae eguigrent to barly w2umaosie s RN

regsanbativss,

3, lessons leamed, (moe azein By e yollg o

the 1SA vic a specfic mission kes proved Swealuanle 5Dl o Bl

regupply requiremenis Cor the vesizent, “he procedars ol Hiv7 7y £

repragentatives at shs 17 to art in a TALI0G ¢pacify oiua poysd Tmiuiliia,

These wore lassong laa:med from onw @iyl ence ¢

contimme to prove valid,

~
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