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SECTION I 

1st Battalion (-)(Rein), 4th Marines (-)(Rem), 3rd Marine Division (Rein).Pl', 

HUE/PRU BAI, VIEl'NAM 

COMMJN DING OFFICER 

Lt. Col. R. E. SULLIVAN 

ST.AF.F .ASSIGNMENTS 

Maj.. C. ROMANO 
Lt B. J. FAGAN 

Executive Officer 
S-1 

Lt W. C. ASBURY 
Maj. J. K 0 RDCG:LER 
Capt L. A. CROUCH 

S-2 
S-3 
S"4 

UNIT COI1M.ANDER.S. 

Lt J. J. CLANCY III 
Capt. R c. B.. .A.1EX1JffiBE 
Capt., J. R. SPENCE 
Lt :i .', A. AIJ3RECT 
Capt. 'r 0 P. DONNELLY 

Company A 
Company B 
Company C 
Company D 
H&S Company 

DIRECT SUPPORT UNIT~ 

I·raj. H. V. CARPENTER 
Lt. M. H. FELST:.t; 

3dBn, 12th 11£xines 
»)' '~, COl1Pany A '1 st 'Engine or lb. .. 

1 st Ba.t t ali on , 4th 11,!rines (YD 633249) 
Company J. (YD 66721 9) 
Company B (YD 6902:)3)' 
Comp~y E, 2nd Battalion, 1stI1ar (YD 629223) 
Company C O,tJerational C.ontral 3d Marines Da'l\Tang 
Compony D Op.erathmal Contra.! 1 at Marines Chu LA.! 
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SECTION II. 

ia Su~. DIning tl1e period 280800H to 31 240CH }1arch 1966 the 
:Cattalion was involved in several changes in status ~ Though the 
~ommand Post remained at Ch:l Lei, Companies "1" and "B", plus Command 
Group "1:..", were deployed. near the P~:'IJ. Ba:I. enclave. Company "G" was 
o;..opped from the control of the Battalion and assigned under the Op 
CQ'), of the 3rd Marines, on 31 March. Plans were made to displace 
COll.-pany "D" to Phu Bai. to rejoin the Battalion's forward elements al­
reaJ.y there): plans were also made to displace an .Admin Center forward 
to -the Phu Bai enclave, to assist in the administrative flow of work 
invo~ved in maintaining these forward elements~ The Personnel Section 
remained a.t Chu Lai during this period, and was involved in normal 00-
minis~rat:!.on, casu8.lty reporting, and preparation for future displace­
mento 

]3.. SienjJicont m"rents 

28 ~~roh - Ad Con of 1 at F:-:;ttfl.lion, 4'l:h Marine s shifted from 1 st 
l-i'1rines to 4th Marines. 

29 l'2e.)ch - Op Con 1 st Ba'btalion, 4th Mn.:dne.') stift,,;li!';:,m 1 st 
Hc.rines, 3T.d Marine Diyisirm -Co 1 st ~hrL~I-");o ~ ': st l·~r"I'ir..e 
Division; l'1njGen FIELDS, . as:.mm3o. co:rmand of i s-G lY'lBXille 
Di vision at Chu Lai, in a formal ceremony. 

;:L1f1l.RCl - Compr:ny "C" displaced to D.:t .NtJ.~)g by flx2cl,-"wing aircraft 
Op ('-,[1 flJ~i ftod "to 3:rd ¥..exinss 

Covered i1 Command Cl"lrouolcgJ s'~bm~.tted for month of March 19660 

D. PersonneL'>1atters 

Facts and f:.gures stated in Commend Chronology subm5.tted for month 
of March 19~6 e 

E. Discipline, ~ourts ... MartiaJ.! Non - Judicial Punishment 

Facts ond figlr:es stated in Ccmmand Chronology subm.:l.tted for month 
of March 1966. 

Horale was good cnly because of the battalion I s increased ability 
to have contact \'li:h the enemy. PX services were not available. d\.1,0 to 
the displacement of 4th Marines OP immediately prior to this period.. 
P,)stal sorvico were inadequate because of thedispl[1.cement involved 
[l;~"d tho non - availability of transportation means to effect a 
)ilOre rapid delivery. Liberty remained unauthorized for the Battalion. 
RB-:R quotas vlere cancel:ed for the command, due to the changing sit-
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The Chaplain c:mtimwd his practice of counseling and pro'v :~d.ing 
religious services "':;0 the men of the Battp.lion. Facts aJ.1.d figures 
axe stated in the Oommand Chronology submitted for the month of March 
1966. 
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SECTION III 

A. ~& (Period covered 28 Mar to 31 Mar) 

NQ enemy contact was made during the period. Numerous patrols, 

ambushes and observation posts failed to produce any sign of the 

enemyc. 

No 'OO1'Oy traps or mbes were encountered. during the period, P08sibl.'V 

beca\1.s:e frien,n.y units have not op0rated in this area until recpntly. 

EneIll\J units ro:ported to be operating wi thin the BOA and the RAOR 

1!l::'3 roptlrte~ by G·~2 1 st JJtVN Division for period of past 60 days are: 

Tho elJ2nd E',ud the 80,1th Bn IS, of the 1 st Provisional R~\; c NIl.A and 

th8 K-i 05th and B·..;15 Companie(ij have also been reported" The B02nd 

v1as; repGrted to be looated at (YD 465225), the 804 tb. was reported to 

be at IYD 5702'Xl), the X-105"th reported at (YD 41020(;) and the B-15 

at (YD 5:;26) <) . . 

The intentions of all enemy units in this area are report.ed to be 

directred toward collecting rice from the low-lAnd a snd tran~porting 

the rios to st.orage areas in the mountains. 

CONCLUSIons: 

1. That the enemy will ~~nmAnc~ probing and harassing activities on 

USMC units operathlg in ·\;~li.9 area. 

2. That the enemy will attem?t to transport rice from low-lands 

to the mountains using hi~den trails. 

3. That the possibility of mcrtar attack is highly probable beC/:I;nI10 

of the Battalions fixed p(sition and thA c~ose prozimity of un­

covered terrain. 

4" That the enemy will commence mining aotivity and use of booby 

traps along known friendly "avenues of approach". 

1 0 VC initiated incidents - NOla 
2" Total incidents - None 
3 .~ va KIA ,-. None 

4. va WIl~ - None 
5.) VCS - None 
6. vee - None 

Captured equipment and weapons - None 

Hinos end boo ty·-tra.pA - None 
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1 ~ T(:tnd.n - Generally rolling type terrain with stGUp f(lc':~hills 

~J,(l I'10untiJ,i.:ns in aout,hern portion of BOA and RAOR. Denso 

1.Q",Ct.,)'!.·?,,>'o~fth a"ld sel.'1lb b:r:'~sh 10 to 15 feet high S.W. of COlIL"'llmd 

~:(,l,t IE)''!: d():~:; to Rive~" Fc:)thills are covered "lith knee 

~·.i?;h r!.":.'o.,s ,d. ~h very lil, Lle concealment except for o','}casional 

'c ::'() ~ :.:.';: ,j".~ '~','j,:;;l'(,(! tJ:!.:~;';\:et. Many r icc paddies in SE :portion 

.. t. ilCu., :'lc:.;evel"t 41ajority are dry this time of year. Two main 

1J'')(!.i~;s of we,ter in BOA, the Song ,1)0 in the SE portion and the " 

1[,,:,1 in J;.~c; N.Vo rortions. Numerous streams and tributaries from 

tL"' ::A'''"; -~_ ,; ,\ .:.Lv~~r~, ... t.. •. ~_ J:1::.=ough the BOAo 

? 0 'I:,Y'ai5';i, 'n::;.::,,;" ty - Ge:;e~ally good with unrestrict8c1 tr.oop move·· 

L'U',' ',':'~ ;,,'l"'~ i'(,1. :C.,\"8J? I:;:Yld streatl (,}"),ssing-a in th·: ~k'r'·l~ ,;!,·;t 

3. 

.i\:" ;i'" ij~j[;"r '~1'1C' r.~~3ep focd;hii].3 '~.n0~ 81 Oi",T I:',,"-(~!f]C~l1": c·/Jn::··, .J.. 

::. t 'l ,\""~)-'n ... ·/, .. : f;'!.', :.~'{';~."··:lr:i_j. r._s c ~ l1e -t.I·'fl:\rc~:'29c~'J 

,;.i_·,'.' ~\ ',,1 1"~21lt .~·-Iec<~'{~~ t~:".1"01l2)~'.< ... ,lt ~hp l.owl:,\i_\;; ~~ri':'~j'.:~';(I""·~·:; 

l' 'r'..; ,~\.,,_l.d . :::~dt,rails ru:'l th'::'ol1ghout the BCAQ 'l.~:I,U l'fJSf.. runs 

fro;:, P c::scJ.t CP locntion to Hwy 1 and is OEl.pable 0.: novi r€ 

£111 ~;.)'J,)(;FJ of vehj,clc~s, ho',o[evr::r 1)ri0FI~ ctt coord. ('CD e;'7268 ) ".s in 

:n~ .. ;f~Q 0": :~ep['j~r {,(\f():~~e he3.~l.;':.::' t;j;afi'io ~llcl1 e./3 -r.c:.!:'!.:.s ·:::.1(1 6~'~6 

t.;Y-1;,,).c'3 c~.n coptinue to mov·; .. 0': \.,.".:, Bowi le~~dir:g SE i:.:om CP 

to '~ho foothills, can be t:ce::rersGd by all traffio from CP to 

(\Y;r>J (YD 648226) where bridge is out and stoop banl;:: preculdes 

tL';:'.:~ i'lJ fron proc8eding further. 

\T,: "~"~l,l}r •. , 
lu'C 110&1 Min 

TUll}'> :)5 84 68 
Rilln~.'all 0 0 0 
Rol Hunrid 90:;0 
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:·C t::1C;l },';:r..inc:. c()"h}rnci :,y t.hi.s ch.;:"ot:ology the ~:ji3Sion of .!' ~ ,l'ch ~\;~'.l.'J.m.:.; i.:~,S <1s3igned by t1,th 1'1arL~_e9 Frag Order 1-66 

'':''~·v.l_df; A. i'8a,dy reactJ_ol.1, force in suppo.rJ-j of roconnaissence 

_e 'l'e ''':Oi:d"L~·~t search and destroy operations in the a;rea r, 3. Ma.-':.ntahl. a mnimum of one pla;oon during dnylight hou:t'o and one 
company ( .• ) during hours of darkness for sccuri ty at; the artille:r:y 
position, alld one platoon for seourity of the LSA; 

!I. Qipe-r::.?-.'t~ . .Q.~fl./I Platoon and squad size agg.::-b:;:Jsive patrolling and ambush­
el$ were condu,'}ted consistent w:!.th the dic;e..tes of the mi::!s:Lon a:3 assignl;:ld 

by the 4th Marineso 

On ;ij2205H a. message lIas reoeived f!'on Regj.1!lent stating t"""a.L cl"!).e to the 
political unrest in the city of H1W ·~OiDC:1.c1.0~t with the rOl:!O 'J"J.l of Genera.l 
THI, I Carps Commander and a nat:t-:o G£;'·, s'r'2t1,~ there ·,'{()IJ.:!.C. ,he no 
tr&ffio allowed in or near the OJ."CY cr 0,Ll o,:W road,s 182.cJ.n.g into or out ()f 
Hue. Since that time the ban has not 1:eer l:Lfted» 

On ;1 Ma:r~h the Bn;t:tali.on was alerted for Gcrru ttment to "Operation 
G<>lden Fleeco" ~ 'llb"Ls (;,Pc:t:ation wa.s designed to protect the local farmers 
during there r:Lce na:r.l,·e~,l~ an(I to pre''1en-t YC from transportitli; confis­

ca.ted rice from the lcwl.s:.1d h~:,J:'?Gsil e.res,s to th8:l.:: highland sanotu.a:aies. 

CONFIDF.NTI1J., 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

ee 

SECTION 'f 1.,.,.(:' clrn ~ ~\:' .... '_.'-..... -~., .... , 

Since the [.rdval. of the Battalion at the prosent position resupply 

hac bee:a pro,-;()('lStxl through the 10sistical Suppor-i; Iu:ea (LSA) which 

is LjO~t8d. eO"len !:Li.les from the GP. MinOT. difficulties were experi("ncod 

on resu;ply, howover, most of these difficulties have been over 00 me 

and rn8,tor~Lal requested ls being received in good condition and in 

qllentUi es requested., 

(e) 

r:JaER :~ - 400 gallons water po:: <,1./;~T ~ 1 (;2 cast):;; ]\i:CI per day t, 

Glaa 0 r:r. '. All il':. short supply._ 

CL.'.!'.'':l ,:,II - lfvne 
\..'1 eSIJ IV ,-Req,'t!.irement Ofu"1 not 1::e cleternir..8d (~JH:l to highly 

flu:;.j, 3i tU9.tion~ 

c. Tr'ansportat,.i.0ll 

1. Helioopters a't'e ~,e:i.ng requested for nedical eve,cua.tiol1 and 1.'e­

supplyr. 
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SECTION 'n 

ll. ~~§. 

Communioations have been operated from a forward Battalion Command Poat 
of lim ted size" W:l.re lines haye been established between the Battalion 

switchboro:d. a1.).d. the. supporting .Art iller, unit, the Logistios Support 
.Area and the orgl'l.i:Jic rifle oompany in defense of the Battalion perimeter. 
Internal cotlIlanrl t,elephones have also been installed. Contact with the 
t':retlt'ifle OO;1pe.i.1~_eS operating at distances of froCl two to seven miles 
ft'OI'1.\ the CCt:l!',jrold. Fos·t over mountainous and extreme terrain has been 
constant a.l1.d 1.'e:l..5.: .... 018 through the use of PRC 25' s. Eattery life of the 
BA-386 u.l1der e.Y.'~;.:·ame heat Gondi tions has retlained over 90 hottrs. 
Contact "lith the rear COI!lLland PolIBt at the Phu :Bai Enolave, a distance o~ 
?l; niles and the reax echelon un! ts at the Chu La! Enclave, a distj'l'l"lo'" 
oi more than 100 miles has been caintained through the establishment of 
a :&.ttaUon e.clminist:ra.tive.net using the PRC-47. Communications with 
highe:r. Headquarte:!:'s is accomplished through Regt TAO #1, KF using the 
PRC-47 and Regt T AC #2 VHF using the PRC-25 through a voice rala;y. 

The Battalion ~8S been operating in the forward area for an extended 
period of tice, The ab:tli ty to timely act on messages, oorrespondenoe 
and other per.tinent adminlstra.tive matters has been severel¥ hamperedby' 
the .. n(;ll ~1:W.llb:tty of :t'adlo relay equipoent and the inavailibity of the use 
organic teletype equi.nnent due to the almost ·total oommittrnenil' of 

the Battalion radio res~ur·i8S to fulf:i.ll other missions. The necessity 
£<ir key Batte.lion Staff }1c:·1b~,..s to CO;r.;Jil~!oo and cousult with their 
regimental counterparts is extrG~~ly limited by the avail1bity of only 
one vlbioo net for this use.. With no generators at this posi t'ion the 
charging of BB··451 IS L1ust be 8.ocooplished at tho Electronics Maintenance 
Facility of the Logistics Support !rea.. The LSA 1s not prep~ed to 

aasuoe this mission nor provide parts for the batteries a.nd with elenents 
of the BattE'J.ion at three soparate and distant locations and each location 
requiring ba.ttery charging facilities, the number of oharges the Battalion 
has been able to place at the rJ3A provides only barely adeq,uate support. 
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SECTION VII E1RE_.~]P..l0RT C9Qf-PI IT.ilT:::ON t NAV ilL CUNFIRE 

J... £l:rt.i.ll~. 

(1) §l-£i!;-2-f!9.£lll~~~. The 3rdBn, 12thMaI'ines Provisional Composite 

Btl \,-1 COL1posed of C Btry, 1 stBn, 12th Marines and Y B-bry 

(Prolfioional) 4th Bn, 12th Marines provided direct and general support 

from 28 Marich to 31 March for the Battalion as well as OIJ ::n l) ~d Reoon. 

1. N'LUlber of missions fired in support ~ ~2 

a.) H&I fires: err 

20 Observed mif\8ionfl~ 3 
n. Targets of Opportunity 
~, Rcgistr~tions~ 2 

a. 105 Howitiz.er. 11 9 
be 155 Howltlzer' 257 
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SEcrION VII ~ AIR SUJ?PORT DEFENSE 

A. JU.r eli::2EC:~_.:i~ Air support requireI:lents for the poriod covered 
consist~d of h~licopter resupply. Due to the restriotion placed upon 
travel on Hie;hva..y~¥"1 logistio support had to be accomplished entirely 
by hclicop·ter lifts. 

~£~~~ Requests. 

1 • HelicoptG.r 
(a) Fn8tr,,-;.1'1.:iT 

~11.CS:i.Cl1. R~'q't2ests 3 
Missions Conpleted 3 

(b) Eva.cuation 
None 

(c) Tao t,1.cal (Recon) 
Nono 

(d) Trjj \!lp. Lifts 
None 

2. Fixed Wing Transport 
None 

.,. iUr Strikes 
None 

. ,~ .. "--
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SECTION IX 

1.0 In the ])E..st 4 ~ll\Y period the BilS has beoc.ne split into two units 
?iTi.~;:1) tile ad::,j.:rd.st:rative functions being handled at the rear (Phu Bai)and. 
aLi fuvl~'tiOli..';; f!JJ_~.oJ'a:T.'d.. The present aid station has draw supplies 
fr.(ll;l :i/3.\\. a.:Lld l'. "lard capa.ble of handling up to 20 pa.tients has been 
established" 

Bo Routine innooulations whioh are past due for a.bout 1/2 of the 
Battalion will be given when the rear esohelon arrives froo Chu Lei. 
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146666 
3: JOL:hrw 
3480 
14 April 1966 

FIRST ENOORSEMENT on CO, l:lt~, 4th Mar ltr dtd 14Apr66 

From: Commanding Officer, 4th Marines (-) (Rein), 3d Marine Division 
(Rein), FMF 

To: Commandtng General, 3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF 

Subjt Combat After Action Report (0peration ORFOON) 

1. Readdressed and forwarded. 

~ DOD em ~:::OJ.lO 
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HLDQUARTERS 

1st Battalion, 4th Marines (.)(Re1n) 
)rd Marine Di.v1sbn (Rein) »iF 

FPC, San Francisco 96602 

1ft 1'. 
From I Cornmandinz Orficor, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines (.)(Rein) 
Toa Command1n~ Officer, 4th Marines 

Subj I Combat After i~et1<:n Report (Operation ORroON) 

Reta Ca) RegtO 3120.3 

inc1: /(1) Overlays of'the operation 

1!t TYp!j! of o."tir;m. Operation OilliLiON wos D &ttnlion (.)(Rain) soarch 
and destroy operation. 

2. 1;;\1a"Yo dAtell*. 20081SS to 2)llOOH March 1966. 

). lotio1t.ii{!;v 'lbe area of operatiGn wtlB loo.:J.ted in the fhcn~ Dien D1strtot, 
Quane tnoe",. South Vietnam.· Specifically. the operati()n was oon .. 
ducted in the aroa bounded by (m 48042S), (YO Sl)473), {YO 620;lS} and 
(m 640)90). 

4. Command H~llt9~' Command Headquarters was Task Group Fox-Trot, 
Colonel T: F: t mmandinGo 

.s. Reporting Ott'1ggr •. I4.eutenant Colonel R.i. SULUVAN,lst Bn., 4th Marines. 

1st Battnlicn (-)(Re1n), 4th Marines 
H&:S Company (-)(Re1n) 
Det 8lmm Mortar Plt .. 
Oat M.e.d Plt 
Oat Comm Plt 
Det S-2 Sect 
Vlotnnmese Interpreter 
Dot H&S Co. 2d Bn. lstMar 

NGF Spot Team, 4th 80. 12thMat 
1st ilt (.). Co A. let Ens Bn. 

Co • (Reig) 

Cc ~. 
Det H&S Co (.)(Rein) 
Det Comm Plt 
Det S ..2 Sect 
Det JIId Plt 
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11'0 Tm 8llnrn Mortar Plt 
Vietnamese Inter,preter 
Fit.C Team 

DECLASSIFIED 

Arty 10 'lb1, 3rd Bn, 12thMar 
Eng Sq lstPlt Co it. 1st EnS an 

. Co B (Rein) 

CoB 
Det H&S Co (-)(Re1n) 
Det Comm Plt 
Dot 5..2 Sect 
Det MC.d Plt 
FO 1m 8lmm Mortar Plt 
Vietnamese Interpreter 
arty FO 'nu, jrd Bn, 12thMar 
Eng Sq 1st Plt, Co A, lst En~ Bn. 

90 i (_)CRain). ,gd Im •• stMaI; 

Co E (.) 
Det H&S Co, 2d Bn, lstMar 
Dot Med: Plt 
Det Comw Plt 
Sect 8J..mm lwkrtar Plt 
Viotnamese Inte~iac 
F~C Team 
-.rty FO 'l\u, Jrd Bn. 12tbMa.r 

7 •. Supporting Forces. Elements in supportinc roles directly etfectin; the 
e¥ecution of this Battalion's mission were as followsl 

a. Battery C, 1st BattaJJ.on. 12th Marines 

b. &ttery Y, 4th Battalion, 12th Marines 

c. Marine Helicopter Squadron 163 
~CLA-SS!WlfJ) 

d,. Marine Air Grou~~ll & 1'2 

e. Marine Observation Squ~dron 2 

t. Destroyer, USS R. B. ANDERSON 

,,., 2216 Aviation Unit, USA 

h. Marine Helicopter Squadron 164 

i. Local Popul~r Force Units trom Phon~ Dien District. 

Marine -rtillary units were employed extensivoly dur1n~ the operation. Prep 
tires, on ca1l concentrations, destruction missions, H&I miesiQns and illum­
ination missions were utilized on a daily basis. Heavy bombardment tram 
Yankee Battery and the USS .nderson on D-Day and the PiCht ot D-Day was 
brouCht to boar on the taraet area viCinity (m 5.564)4). 
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F1re was extremely effective and results were excellent. Helicopter 
support was utilized tor troop litts, reconnaissance tlizhts,medical 
evacuation, and logistical ra~pply missions. Dependability and time­
liness of support rendered by' helicopter units w~s contingent upon their 
avnilability and weothor cond~tions, FiXed wine observation airoraft from 
tho 2216 ,h.viativn Unit, USA, ,roved invaluable on more than one occasion. 
'!he .hoO'S were able to observe \0'811 forward t:'Ir the advrmein~ ~r()und units, 
observe the fleeing enemy, and on one ocoasion held the enemy movement 
down until arrival ot the mar~ne infantry units. This method ot ooordinated 
air/ground :t1x and find resulted in ,numerous enemy killed and captured, 

8. Ipt9ll1gQPc~ 

a. Eetimate of the enemf strenBth, location, disposition,and sitnation 
anticipnted in objeotive area' P,rior to the operatic,n. 

19Mar66 _ Estimated twc va Companios located vic GS (YD 5841), believed tc 
be elements of the e02nd En, 1st ~rovisional Re~t. N. V. Army, strenGth 
approx. 250 men. Also reported in same area was one local force VO Company, 
strencth approx. 100 men. Woapons consist of 57RR. 81m mortar and 6am mortar, 
50 cal machine cuns and various individual weSP9ns. 

Fortifiod positions reported at (YO 571419) to (YD 581409). 51rut, 
believed to be at this position. Three old French bunkers located (XI> 
519411) and individual dug in positions at (YD 576426). The enemy has 
made good use of available hiGh ground and possesses good fields of fire 
in all directions with "final protective fires" believed to be at (YD 
,568410). 

Conclusion - that the enemy will en~.:lcre .friendly troops im tially 
with a lnree volume or pre-planned f1re. WLll attempt to withdraw ~fter 
·initial contact. ~thdrawal will probably bo to the S.W. whioh offers the 
most 1i~ely avenue or ogress. Use of all weapons includine direction~l 
mines is a good possibility. Landmines are more than ~kely boc~use of 
the nature in which tho VC have .fortif1ed the ~rea for defense. 

b. '!he actual enemy strenrrth was determined to be :;<+, ]e«d J '~.lO /11." .. 1 f' 
Vietnamese Companies supported by a heavy weapens G::"~j,\i\r~': ar,d yCl,it)t(nf 1,.)\1\' 
a' oompany of local force guernllai! as! W4fii .tnd.ioated l.r.~.f;l( by c\CC""'I,(J;t- s, 
found in the battle area as well as information gained from local civi~an 
eources. Thera was much difficulty in determining *he actual size of the 
enemy in the im tinl staees of contact due to the inabil1 ty to physioally 
observe the enemy force thJ"~ the heav,r troe line. 

'lhe volume of fire iJl!~.'.W was ,~pos:et~ with s/a £11"e c.r.ly. As 
the as8&ul t force close\; on the enemy pe.itions tho volume of tire 1nore~sed 
and a number of heavy weapons were encountered such as .50 cal, .30 oal 
ll&ch1ne glns, 60nm mortar and possibly rockets. ' ' 

Reports trom troops in the assault on the objective indioated the eneMY 
'made,valuable use· at their FPL and that it was extremely effective, Enemy 
tire became so intense as the assault on enemy posit1ons continued that 

. friendly troops could nct advance without taking extremely heavy casualties • 
. ~t this time arty and air strikes were effectively delivered cn the enemy 
"positions with excellent coveraee 'of the objective area. 

From all reports nOO indications the enemy un! t engaged is believed' to 
have oo(;ln the 802nd Bn. with a heavy weap;ms company and one local foroe 
b'uerilla company ::iHlUeve<l, to be the K-l05th. Dl{CLA8SIFIED 

~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

, .. , 
,,;~, 

i'8.'~ 
'1~ 

>0 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

lhe enemy troops appeared to be w.u disoiplined, well trained and 
very effective marksmen. The tactics they utilized were not uncommon to 
good .soldiering. 

9. MiSsion. The mission as assi~ned by Frae Order 4-66 was as follows' 
Utilizin~ a command group and two rifle companies, move by helicopters, 
loading b.1 081SH. at LZ's selected by CO 1/4, to conduct search and destroy 
operations in the area bounded by (YO 513473. 480425. 620315 and 640)90). 
After the initial lnnding and subsequent to the cossation of the operation 
the mission was modified as follows: ~t 20l400H verbal order reoeived 
from TGF stated, •• ARVN reports enemy in NW corner of your T..:;.OR. Sweep 
these areas before sweeping in Qriginal direction. ~t 202200H Fr~g Order 
5-66 orderod the Battalion to deploy forces to pre~ent enemy withdrawal 
from villar,e vioinity (YD 55543,), where the Battalion was engaged, and to 
sweep the village on 21 March utilizinr, maximum supoort of artillery and 
air. Plans for 21 March were to land 2dBn, lstMar at 091SH in vicinity 
(YO 518438) and sweep through as (YO 534,). FCL line was established trom 
(YO 530455) along the river to (YD 52844?) to (YD 530439) to OL (YO 53) 
effective at L..hour. At 210945H verbal order from 1'OF notified the battalion to 
be prepared to oontinue search and destroy operations to the northwest ~nd 
west in the BattalL·n' s operation area, with priority of effort in the 
village of l~p Dai Phu vicinity (YD 5374)9). At 212047H Fra~ Order 8-66 
ordered that commencin~ at 220?~OH, conduct search and destroy oporations 
to the southeast oonoentrating qn en~~y positions reported in GS (YO 5741), 
(YD 5841) and (YD 5840). ~t 2)~8)2H verbal order from TGF ordered tho 
Battalion to conduot detailed search and destroy operation nurthwest through 
villages to vio (m 569420) and (YO 5794;4). 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines 
will move to ab:we posi t10n from the northwest conducting the same mission. 
~t 2)111SH verbnl order received from TGF terminated (peration Oregon at 
2)1100H. 

10. Concept of the operati';m. The c:)ncept of the operation as oripnally 
envisioned Was to land Co A initially in LZ Robin.. Upon securing the zone 
and with the arrival of Co B, move &')uth of tae road. At such t1me when Co B 
wa.s in position at LZ Robin, the two companies were to Clomence a search and 
destroy operation paralleling the road to the southeast terminating at the 
WA vic (YO .596400 J. ~tillery un1 ts displaced to positions affording best 
direct support ca.pabilities·. See operati~ns overlay. Enol (1). 

11. Elecution. The initial order for Operation Oregon was recei.vbd ·at Phu 
Bai at approximately 181700H K~rch 1966. The operation itself, however, did 
not oommenoe until 0800H on the 20th. Weather precluded the helicopter lift 
on the 19th ...m morning of the 20th, ~t 201217H the first wa~e of helioopter­
borne Marines landed in LZ Robin. The initial lift and aU subsequent J.1.f'ts 
landed without enemy opposition. By1255H all elements of Company A and~e 
Battalion Comm.-cl Group were landed and had established a perimeter defense 
around the tz. As remaining elements of the B atta1i0n arrived in the LZ 
the perimeter began expandin~ in All directions. Company A, at 132.5H, obs!?~ed 
and immediately took under fire two VC vioinity (YD 556434). '!he two VC were 
wearing packs and dressed in khaki uniforms. Immediately upon r~oeiving tire 
the VC fled into the heavy brush and cnntact was lost. Th1s incident, h()wever, 
was tho introducti~;n to one of the Batt:l.llon's fiercest and hardest-tought 
battles during the past a1x months. During the b~ttlet which raged from 1,2SH 
to 1926H, constant employment of all available supporting arms was utilized. 
The target area was under oontinuous bJmbardment ~ mortars, artillery, NGF, 
am air during the entire engagement. Company B, oontinuing to expand their 
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»e~te%' met wi. th eleotr1cal~ 4etcnated mines apprald.mntely 50.75 tileters ioirwB1"4 fit the t%ee line vio.:l.nity (YD "4,14)4 lis a reeu.l;~ of the E'.otion Compl'J1¥ B 8U8~ ta.1ned one WIA. Rell.Cting imraeUately, Oompany B mtmeuvered its reserve eleiaent to the:l.~ left tl.aak in llntioipntioh of 6ond.u.oting anenvelo~e.nt 1£ reuqired.1p Durlrl€' the lnt~, an ARMi 1.0 roported Em. undetomined number of eneuw in the vicinity of (tD S24457) end. ihetruotions were reoeivad to sweep tha.t nrea prior to movi~ as O%'iginally' planned. Howovor, before any moveman.t oould be mnde, Comptmy A, m~ t\1'Ound. to tho northee.st or the wood line to elIa1"t OQmp~ ;8, Omag lmQ@l heavy ...... " weapons .tim end 60mm mortar fire from vicinity (YD 555434) .• Compq" n oont~ to recoJ.ve on inoreasing volume of fire £rom the northwest aide: of the woocUine, sustaining ~ nAts and 4 WIAls. Cp.sunlties resulted when elements attempting to oloso the bbjeotive s.roo mot with intense 50 C~~. mt:\Ohine sun tim. Emargcmey helioopter fmLOIlS.tion Wt\8 oal1ed md reoeived in reoord time • .A brief evt\lua.tion of the situation at 201425H, indicated thp,t tho viUage looated in the treo line was heavil\Y fortified with prepared positions and trench line. Bunkors and fightins' holes oompletely oovered the perimeter of the woods. .An es­titltl.ted one VC Coaptmy with supporting heavy wer,pons was initidly thought to ooou.­py the area, howevcx as tho dO¥'s activity increased nnd oonto,ct beoame more inten­sified the esti:oate inoreased to two oolll'onies, possibl¥a Ilattalion , with a heavy weapons Qo~ in support. Hanvy volU!las of fire oontinued. to be exchanged by both aides by 1445H. The El'.ttIlU on IS 81 mm mortars were used to blanket the edge of woods t&01ng both Company A and Conpany B. Artillery was utilized on pOSitions deeper in tho woods. Six. HU-1 E £1.irorait hOO, by this time, acourately plaoQd their ord­nanoe in the tF.rget ElrOa. Sinoe forward llloviment by Company A was temporarily halted. dM to the interlocking bonds of automatio weapons! fire, an nirstrike was requosted and rec .... ..,od at 1500H. Four A-4 airoraft Brrlved on station nnd OOl'llrJon ... oed bombing and strafing runs on the fortifiod village, 250 to 500 lb bombs were dropped accura.tely on the target area end as e result the .firing diminished in volume. Upon oomple.on of the airstrike, COJ:lp~ A oontinued. its ml'lluever for-ward to the objeotivu. Alaost immediatoly the hostile firo again oODOonced infliotinc turtllc oasual ties to the COnIJ;l8.niY. Casual ties for the Compan;y now totclled four nAta am. 24 WIA'a. ConpSl\Y' B onoe tlgain ool:llllenoing to nove in support of Company A reoeived 6~ mortar fire and heavy snall arms fire. This action resulted in the Co~ B'USta.1n1ng an additional 2 KIA's nnd fOur WIA's. M:>veoent onoe again was halted ¢lila artillery end NGF fron the USS .Anderson tired tons of explosives on the objeotiv~ area.. Sixty-four rounds of 155m were fired by 1537H and. tm 5" .i8 oal naval guns frotl the destroyer fired an additionlll 30 rounds on the area. DuriJ:Ig the artillery bQCbardDcnt tho Battalion requested onerifle Company to roinf~oe its position to percit both Companies A & B to aot as assault units. upon oomple" tion of the artillery bombardoent COI:lPany 1~ once at':llin meved forwaxd only to be' I:r.t by intenee heavy ooohinc gun fire from well .onoealed and fortified bunkers. Fire vas returned with small arms, automatic weapons, :5.5 inch rockot launohers and LAW 's • .An add! tional 3 KI.A and 18 WIA I a wore sustained. . loW enemY onsual ties at 1600H W!M reoorded as ~ KIA confirmed, l'li th an additional 40 KJ:A possible~ Possible WIll. eB'timated. at 50. .At 1624H s:i:Jt 60mm mortar rounds Were reoe1ved from the tree line (YD 555434) by Compa.l\Y B, however, no oasualties were sustained. Susl'eoted mortar sites and 50 oaliber mnchine gun pOSitions were taken under fire by the 81m morte.r seotion from H&B Comp81lY. A total of 16 rounds wore firoof howevor, surveillanoe was not possible a Notifioation ~ reoeived that the requosted reserve Company vas being hell-lifted into position and Co E 2/' oxrived a.t 1700H. llddi tionw. artillery strikes were oru.lod in as were llUl.ssivq air strikes oonsisting of napal.I:1 tm.d 20r::1m ommon tire. The lnst of the air Billlkes on the objectivo area. w~ OOIl­plated by 1915H and tho COtIPnnies established. night defensive pod tions. 
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All WIl's were evacuated by helioopters by dark. Emergenoy resupply was 
requested and recei vcd during the hours of darkness, and the much needed 
water, food, and ammunition was distributed. The silence of the evening 
was proken by the supporting artillery and NGF firing on objective area 
and likely avenues of appro~ch and exfiltratiGn with 161 H&I fires on 2) 
separate concentrations. NOF proVided H&I illumination fire throughout the 
hours of darkness'to prevent enemy exfiltration from the ~bjeetive area, 
Patrols, ambushes, and listening posts were employed around the oompany 
perimeters.' ~t 202120H Company A observed three VC moving on the sand 
dunes vicinity (YD 555426). They were taken under fire with ~ arms 
lL.?9, aftd 81mm.tt• One VC was observed to fall. No further enemy movement was 
detected dUrinr, the night. Total Marine casualties for the day totalled 10 
~ and 47 W[A. One ~ subsequently DOW and another died as a result of a 
helicopter crash While in route to c.Med. The rest of the avenine of the 
20th and early morning hours of the 21st were uneventful. ~t first light on 
the 21 st an artillery preparation was delivered on the target area pl".1.or to 
ju.p off by Company B. A total ot 48 rounds of 155mm saturatGd the objective 
area atter which C mpany B moved torward with Company ~ moving around to the 
northeast. Weather precluded use ()f air prep. Both companies came under 
heavy small arms fire and 6Omm. mortar fire in the amount oi.' 12-15 rounds. 
81mm and artillery fire was once again requested, the completi0n of which' 
silenced the enemy's weapons. Cc,mpany B continued forward and met no 
further resistance. ReaChing the 0utsldrts of the village at 1010H, a six 

, strand barbed wire fence was found to encompass the hamlet area. Once inside 
the hnmlet proper the Company was taced with only sporadic harassing fire. 
'!be C'~mpany round a large alllount ot.50 cal brass, TNT blocks and many VC 
packs with miscellaneous equipment, clothing, and supplies. Additi::mall.y 
they tound six VC bodies, tour ot which had been hastily bcsied and two 
only partially buried, One weapon was disoovered, a 'Ih:"mpson subnachine 
gun. }'Pa.rts ot bodies and blood stains littered the battle field indicating 
the VO had suftered heavy casualties. Ammunition littered the area including 
many unfuzed 60mm Chinese mortar r(~und$. All indications p0inted to the 
tact that the ve, extremely heavily hit, had taken many casualties, and 
executed a rapid retreat leaving some of their dead and a great deal ot 
equipment behind. Cumpany A reported finding one e.dditional ve body at 
0905H. Upon completion'ot the detailed search of tho hamlet area the 
Battalion commenoed its execution of the TGF Frag Order 5-66. Conducting a 
a two Com~y sweep, with Company A on the lett an:l Company B on the right, 
the B~ttali",n departed the viCinity ot (m 553430) and moved to eYD 5354)6) 

,then 't1!OlDltjd north and swept to the FCL v1cini ty ot ():D 535448) ~ No enemy 
contact was made during the tactical move north and the Battalii)n established 
its night detensive pOBiti·?n in tho vio1n1ty of (YD 539448) at 1620H. 
Saturation patr,:.,.ls, ambushes and listening posts were planned and exeouted 
durJ.llg tho hour:. ot darkness, huwever. no enemy cGntact was made.....t 
212047H tho Battalion received TGF Frag Order 8-66 tor the following day. 
This order in essence execujoa the original order as stated in TOF Frag 
Order 4-66. At 220730H the Battalion moved from its night position to the 
highway, vicinity (YD 536436). Reaching the roadway, Companies .M:B 
deployed to form a 600 meter skirmish line on either side of the road'and 
commenced the Batta1i0n sweep southeast. Comp~ny E followed in trace 
behind the battalion OOmMand gr0up. By 0945 Company B had approached the 
hamlet in vicinity (YO 55434). The torward movement was halted while an 
arttllcry prep was oalled down on the one time VC strong hold. This 
preoautionary measure was felt necessary in case some VC had infiltrated ' 
baok into the are9. Upon completion of the pr~ tires the Company moved int,) 
.. tN t~ad 'vi1JGlfe' onae crgcrin. - -'rho 'GocQnd· "''''"P urlC-OW:lX'OO. n Chineco K-~I:' 
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and two VC bodies Vicinity ~YD .557433). Up,:.n completion of the sweep at 
1100H the skirmish line prooeeded S0utheast once again. Close air observation 
was conducted during bhe sw,ep by an AO from the 2216 aviation Unit, U&'. at 
approximately 1230H the ~O observed s1x to 10 VO fleeing to the southeast ab.ut 
.500 metera ahead of the advanoing Marine units. Closing rapidly, Company B 
engaged the VC at Vioinity (YO .583424). .. brief but intensive exchange ot fire 
resulted in 3 va KIA' s and ~ va ~. s. Two.:Jf the va voluntarily surrendered 
when W0unded. TWo va packs with miscellaneous supplies, tood, and olothing 
wen ..,~. ~ t 1245 the .kO reported two additional VC were hiding by a , 
paddy dike, vicinity (YO 578426). ~ quick change in direction and aggressive 
searching resulted in two additional va~. None of the VC were found with 
weapons, only Chinese and M-26 hand grenades. Continuing their methodical and 
aggressive searching, the Company received 8-10 r~unds small arms fire trom 
vicinity (YD 585424). The company ittnediately returned fire with l.j0..60 S/A: 
and numerous M-79 rounds. ,This act~on resulted in tour additional VC l~'s 
captured at lj40H. The total va casualtiee were .5 KIA and 9 W'l:a, and no 
Marine oasualties~ While awaiting helo evac one of the seriously wounded VC 
died. The advanoe cont~'tClw-xd'WS1x (YD .590407) with no further oonttlCt. 
During the sweep a total ot 53 VCS were App~eh~d~ 31 ot which were detained 
by the District Chiet and sent back to District rte~dquarters for further 
interrogation. The remninin~ 22 were cleared and sent home. The Battalion CP 
set in tor the nieht at vic (YO 590407) and established saturati~n patrOls, 
ambushes and llstening posts. The only enemy oontaot made during the evening 
was two incoming grenades received by acmpany B at (YO 596402). No casualties 
were inflicted. ~t 2)0832H the Battalion received orders to resweep the same 
area b~ck to vicinity (YD 5364)7) •. By 0900Hothe Battalion had commenced its 
sweep back with Company B on the north and ompaIIf i-t. south ot tho road4! 
While enroute and at 231100H orders were received that Operation Orez.on had 
been terminated as of that time. 

12. Results. Four day operation netted the following casualties and 
equipment losses: 

10 
4.5 
1 

No MQ~e ~~pment Lost . . 

7 

VIET OONG 

KIA Confirmed 48 
~ Possible 40 
~ Confirmed 8 (Captured) 
WIA foasible SO 
vee 2 
ves 31 
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Viet Cong Equipment Losses 

1 Thompson SMG 
1 AK-SO 
1 Magazine F.l AK-50 
SOO ~50 rounds 
1 .38 oal pistol holster 
150 rounds cal .45 
1 old type olaymore mine 
18 miscellaneous packs 
14 oartridge belts 
7 ponohos 
4 rainooats plastio 
4 canteons 
1 81mm mortar round 

1;. hdministrat1ye matters. 
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1 olip .30 cal ammo 
) Chinese Stick grenados 
.50 Cal cartridge belt 
50 rounds .)0 cal M-l 
21 blasting caps 
8 lbs TNT 
7 gronade pouches 
miscellaneous medioal supplies 
mescellaneous VC documents 
1 82mm mortar round 
:3 German rocket fJunds 
2 entrenchinG tools ~ 
:3 (;reen hamm.)oks ~e1.1·. 

a. lodstiC.::i. The initial mission as planned w~s scheduled to be 
completed within 48 hours. 4ccordingly only minimum personal elpilXllent, 
water and rations were carried to the field. Initial ammUldtion loads 
included one unit of fire per weapon. As the situation increased in tempo. 
emergency resupply was neoessary. Resupply of ammo, water, and rati:ms was 
accumplished during the hours of darkness and without unnecessary hazards to 
either the helicopters or ground personnel. IJ1ght ... time resupply wns again 
effeoted on the 21st, ,:,nce again it progressed smoothly. !.Z·s were marked witb 
illumination grenades followed by close.in directiol: . wands for final approachos. 
On the 22 and 23 Maroh, resupply w~s conduoted during day light hours. 
Before the opor::ltion terminated all units were resup:::l1ed on a "as required" 
basis with socks, utilities, oil, and O?ots. In general, resupply was out­
standing. 

b. Casualty evacuation. All casualties were evacuated efficiently and 
rapidly, with minimum time delay. Average processing time per patient was 
12 minutes. all casualties were air evacuated within 30 minutes after arrival 
at tho BAS. . 

c. Maintenance. All maintenanoe within 1st and 2nd echelon capability was 
conducted. Equipment requiring higheJ' e'Ohelon manintenance viz., radios, 
was evacuated with replacements r~turning within a few hC.;lurs. n.Jrmally on 
returning supply or medevac helicopters. 

d. Comrnunicativns.. No adverse problems. Some difficulty arose with 
Command Net oommunicati0ns utilizinf; the PRG...47. 'lliis wns primarily due to 
the area involved, not the equipment. PRC_25:ts worked and held up excellently~ 

14. Special Technigye~. Division trained snipers were employed during the 
operation. The snipers accounted for eight of the 31 confirmed kills on the 
20th. The VC were observed fleeing at distances up to 600 meters from the 
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front lines. Effective accurate shooting brought the enemy hostile activity 
to an end, 

1S. C9mmanders ./1.na~. . No unusual problems were enc'Juntered. However, 
there are-several aspects of the operation wo~th mDting~. 

a. Dunne the initial contact t)n the 20, the' Ba.tt~li('n ,)mployecl all 
four available supporting arms in planned sequence~ viz! •. 81rom mortars, 
artillery,NGF and air. '!he coordination and emplQymentof these weapons 
proved most sa'tisfactory. 

b. ~rtillery sup})ort from "Y" Battery 4/12 was outstanding. This 
composite unit provided excellent, accurate and timely artillery sapport 
to the Bround units. 

c. Dispersicn once again plays a key role in off~nsive tactics. Many 
more casualties would have been inflicted on the 20th had the Marines not 
been well spread out. Distances of 15 and 20 meters, when moving through (. 
opan area, is mandat(;:,ry'lo ",0-19 tendency still exists to QunOh .. up iftd close up 
when moving forwarJ, especially when cont~ct is first made. Only constant 
supervision at all levels will preclude this. In this light a strong 
point with maxiIllum fire eaFabiliJQ"" is a nee G'PF.i ty. The point, when operating 
in rice paddies and vast op'-m areas must be at times wU t'orw:~ \ of the 
sweeping elements. In this regard connecting elements mdY be required if 
paddy areas are pock marked with pine or bamboo eroves which impede continuous 
unobstructed observation. Add1t~anallr these groves are excellent ambush 
sites and afford the insurgent maximum grazing fire at adv~neing ¥a,rine 
units. The point must be aggressive, alert and determined in their actions 
in these and other prospective ambush sites if grave damage is to be provente~' 
to the main body. 

d. AO support during sweep operaticns is invaluable. A typical VC 
t~ctic is to direct harassing fire at approaching Marines, then exfiltrate 
through pre reconnoitered routes and evade the searching elements~ The 
presence of an AO pr8~£udes and hinders the exfiltration of the enemy. for. dny 
movement can readily be seen from the air, and subsequently the VC oan be 
observed until the advancing elements can be guided to their position. Tohis 
air - ground team proved itself on the 22nd when the AO directed elements ot 

Company B to the VC hideouts and permitted the Marines to pursue and engage 
; the fleeing ve. This coordinated pursuit netted 5 VC killed and 8 VC sounded 
and captured. It is reconmended that. whenev(;)r possible an l'.D ~:1:.:ld be I);':: 

station to a.ssist gruund elements in Gheir sweep. 

16. Recommendations.· 

a. Ihe weight and cube of potable water makes it a partioular r~Slpply 
problem. . One method ", _ of alleviating the requirement of water onn 
recovery. WQuld be the development and use of strong poly ethylene bags to 
hold water. The bags wo ld require . r1::;~i.d outboard supv';rt, such 
is a strong durable corr'iga.ted czrdboard box., 'Ihe plastic bag c~uld be inserted 
and air.delivered as required. When the contents are emptied the oontainer 
w~uld be destroyed. 
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b. The basics of tactics and techniques of conventional warfare must 

be reemphasized at every level of traininbe Once contact was made, all the 
components of a conventional 51 tua tion exist ad'. 
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