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HEADQUARTEKS
Battalion Landing Team 1/4
FFO San Francisco, 96602

3:EHB: thg
16 March 1967

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AQ3D)

Subj: Addendum to Command Chronology 1-28 Feb 1967
Via: Commanding General, MMFPAC

Commanding General, Sth MAB (Attn: G-3)

CTG 7945

Ref: (a) CIG 79.5 Request
(b) Command Chronology 1«28 Feb 1967

Encl: \/ (1) Command Chronology
1« In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted.

2. Downgraded to wunclassified upon removal of enclosure (1).
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gERSONI\EL(ADMINIS'IRATION
SECTION II
A,  Summary

Operation Deckhouse VI, Phase II termimmted &t 1800 on 3 March 1967,

B. Significant Events

On 3 March 197 the BLT backloaded aboard the Amphibious Ready Group
ships and Operation Deckhouse VI, Phase II was terminated,

C, Problem Areas/Wew Developments

No change
D, Personnel

1 Monthly strength (average chargesble)

URic USK
QFF EN, OF EN
Battalion 43 1080 3 51
BLT 66 1612 8 91

2, Losses

U3MC USN
Battle 0 1 o 0
Non=Battle 0 0 0 (4]
Mninistrative 0 0 0 0
Total 0 1 0 0

3, Joired UsMC BN
| OF HL OFF ENL
0 0 0 0

4, Awards - No avards were presented during the reporting period, .
E, Discipline < Courtis-Martial, Non.Judicinl Punishment
Tio change

P, Moralc, PX, Postal Affoirs, Liberty, R&R

No chonge

G, Choplain's Activities

No change

2 G
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SECTION .

A. General. puwring the reporting period the Battalion was the
orce Element of the gm.hibious Re.dy Group/Special
landing Force, with Headcuarters embarked aboard the ySS IwO
JIMA.
Between 1 and 3 March; the BIT continued Operation
Ditireiton VI < Phece ITe -

B. Zecgpitulation of enemy activity for "QECIilv. o VI - PH.Se IT (1=

2., USMC initiated =~ - - - - =« - P
3. Total incidents o« = = = - - = - - - - - 26
he VCKIA (cOnf) w = = =0 = _ o — - - =20
5¢ VC KIA (p%0b) = = = == = - Sy 0
6p W == cmmm e mmme --~- 0
70 WS o - m s s e e e e 1

8. Weapons captured or destroyed - - -~ « - - 1
9. Supplies destroyed = - = =~ = = = = =« - - - 5 (Tons)

10. Fortifications destroyed (incl. bunkers)- ~71

11. Feet of tunnels destroyed = = = ~ = = ~ = 150
12. punji traps destroyed - = = = = = « = = - 64
13. Booby traps destroyed - = - ~ = --===170
14 Caves destroyed = = =« = = = = = == = -e 8
15« Chi Com grenades destroyed = = = = = - - 25
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OPERATIONS / TRAINING

SECTION IV

A, MISSION. During this reporting cferiod the 1st Battalion 4th Marines
continued its assigiment as the Special Landing Force, OPCON to CTG 79.5.
Missions were assigned as follows:

1 = 3 March  Continue Operation DECKHOUSE-VI « phase II. .

3 March Conduct tactical amphibious withdrawal. Embark onboard
ARG Shipping.

SUMMARY OF OPFRATIONS/ACTIVITIES

B. On 1 March 1967 Companies A and B continued Search and Destroy
Operations advancing south to phase line Bravo. Company D continued
search and destroy operations along the northern boundary to prevent
infiltration into the areas behind Company A and B. Company C
continued its assigned mission of maintaining the perimeter around the

Beach area. Battery G and 107 Battery continued to support the pattalion
from Blue Beach. 4

At O11015H at BS 795484 a platoon from Company D received 6 rounds
sniper fire fram BS 796485. The platoon overran the position and
captured 1 V¢S,

Company B reported at 011100H receiving 10 rounds from a village
located at BS 817445. Company B returned fire, then searched the
village discovering numerous installations and supplies. Means were
not available for the evacuation of the supplies; therefore,all supplies
and installations were destroyed.

Sniper fire was recieved by Company D at 011135H near BS 795472. The
unit assaulted by fire and maneuver resulting in 1 vo/KIA (conf)
2 VCO/KIA (prob). One rifle was captured.

Recon platoon at 0111454 observed a Viet Cong with rifle in a
cane field located at BS 797493. The attached Sniper Team took the V¢
under fire, 1 VC/KIA. Company A reported locating and destroying
five 250 pcund bombs (duds).

At 020150H Campany B recieved 1 incoming mortar round at an
ambush site. Company B secured a landing zone and Med-Evaced
1 friendly KI4 and 5 friendly wIa.

Companies A and B continued the attack southward at 020815H.
Company D at 020930H located at BS 795491 found 180 cubic feet

of VC supplies. No means were available for transporting supplies to
secure area. The supplies were destroyed.

A m
peerasSIFIEl
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At 021230H a Company D unit acting as a blocking force located at
BS 793493 encountered enemy with automatic weapons causing 3 VC/YIA (conf)
At 021310H a Company C patrol conducting Search and pestroy
operations at BS 803473 found and destroyed large amounts of supplies
i buried in hut. Documsnts were discovered and turned over to 5-2.
A platoon from Company D at 021505 located at BS 791487 received
5 incoming sniper rounds. Company D unit assaulted positions and
confirmed 1 VC/KTA.

At 021800H a Frag Order was received frrom CTG 79.5 indicating
termination of DECKHOUSE VI - phase II on the following day.

At 030310H Company D ambush located at BS 794443 took approximately
12 VC under fire resulting in 5 VC/KIA (conf).

Back loading began at 030800H. All units had completed back
loading by 031230H with the exception of Company B.

Company B began back loading at 031600H and was completed at 031630H.
At 031800H Qperation DECKHOUSE VI - Phase 1I was concluded.

C. TRAINING
No training was conducted during this period.

DECLASSIFIED
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SECITCL ¥, LOGTSICS

1. LOGIGEIC L SINU.IICL, During the period 1-3 Larch 1967 the final stages
of DLECK..OUSE VI was completeds Dackloading aboard assigned siipping was
coupleted at 1630 on 3 ilarch and the Operation was formally coupleted at
1800 on 3 iarch 1967,

2, GSUPPLY. 130 tons of resupply were delivered by ielicopter and landing
craft dwring the »eportiing period,
, a. Llass I. 15,444 lieals, combot irdividual and 2,210 gallons of water
were distributed during vie period of operations, The rations were sup-
plenented by at least one .0t weal of “ilpha! rations d.ily to all units
deplayed in tihe field,

be Class II, Class II supplies were' issued as appropriate. This main-
ly consisted of insect repellent, batterics and camunication wire.

c.  Class III. Class IIT supplies were issued os appropriate.
ds Closs IV, Class IV supplies vere issucd as appropriates

e, Class V. Dwring tue reporting period, Class V was issued in the
amounts listed below:

| D@ig JQUEICL THD some

Hm01] Otg, 12 Gouge '00! Buckshot 200 Rad
A-127 Ctg, To62ma, Link 11 Ccse
4~130 Ctg, To621u1, Ball 17 case
L=209 Ctzy 30 Cul,e Link 23 Case
wmdT5 Ct3, «45 Cal, Ball 100 Rd
a=~574 Ctg, »50 Cal. Spot~irac 17 Casc
B-568 Ctz, 40um, 1B 5% Case
B-626 Ctg, 60mn, (D 18 Case
B-627 Ctg, 601, Illum 3 Case
C-222 Ctgy 8L, i 260 Case
Cc-226 Ctz, 8lmn, I1luw 82 Case
C-234 Ctg, 8lmm, 4P 47 Case
C-444 Ctgy L0Sm 13 275 Case
C-452 Ctg, 105um iiC 5 Case
C-454 Ctz, 10%um, VP 50 Case
€650 Chy 10611, 1BLT 15 Case
=651 Cigy 106im, iBP-i 15 Case ‘
C-T704 Cigy 42" Liorior, i 240 Cuse
C-706 Cigy 42" liortur, Illwm 50 Case
C-~708 Ctg, 442" rortar, WP 155 Case
G-939 Ctzy 7462 104 1 Case
(090 @ensde, lond, Frag 13 Cuse
G-395 Grenode, _.ond, T1lwi 2 Cuse
G-935 Grencde, icnd, Sudke, WP 6 Case
G=940 Grenade, sucke, Green 6 Case
G=945 Grencde, Onoke, Yellow 9 Case

6 i
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G-950 CGrencde, Siioke, Red 2 Case
=030 Grenade, Rifle, WP 6 sach
=555 Rocket, 66u:: (Luwiid) 7 Case
=602 Rocket, 3457 WP 3 Case
K-143 Line, 5P, i.18a1 11 Cose
L-51 Simcel, Illwa, RSP 4 Cuse
L-312 Siznal, Illus, WoP 4 Cose
L-314 Sig.el, I1lw;, GSC 2 Cuse
L-495 flere, Surface, Trip 2 Case
1~037 Churge , Deno, C=2/3/4 13 Coue
1-131 Jlaosting Cap, ilon-clec 4 Cans
1.~455 Cord, Det, Prina 200 Fect
L5624 Firing Device Deio, & 1ad 1 Case
1~070 Muze, Blesting, Tine 600 Jfeet
T2 Tuze, Proxi.ity, 1.513 6 Ccse

(1) The above listed expendituwwes cre resupply figurcs wuhicin vere
issued in zddition to the Basic sllowende (B/..).

(2) Upon copletion of the Cperation all 105 ammunition was
returred by .elicopter to the LS. located .t DUC PulC.

(3) Reconstitution of tie B/i upon co..plction of the oneration
way lndsal.

e LOSPIUNLI. ATGL LD SV .CVEWIOL. See section Li,

Ae TRILDAY TLOI. During the reporting period, troops were tronsported
asaore by nocarg of both aclicopter ard lading crafte .fter the initial
londing the majority of tue tw.ssporiction required for resupply was handled
by lelicopter. LInC: (nules) were wed ot thc beaci area for tronsporting
supulics and equip:ent to units deployed neaxby.

5. LISCOLL IBOUS. 1.
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COMMUNT CATTON-ELECTRONICS
SECTION VI
1. General. Operation DECKHOUSE VI, Phase II continued

during the period { March - 3 March 1967. All communicatiens
personnel were re-embarked aboard assigned shipping on 3 March

1967,

2. (Qpergtions, Communications support of BLT operations was
normal through the termination of DECKHOUSE VI at approximately
1800 hours on 3 March 1967. All phases of communications were
satisfactory and no noteworthy problems were encountered.
a. Message totals for the period:
Classified

Incoming - 32
Outgoing - 4

lnclassified

Incoming - 23
Outgoing - 67

3. Equipment, No change to reference (b).

¥
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ARTILLERY/NAVAL GWN

SECTION VII

A. Artillery. From 1 March until 3 March, BLT FSCC was on Operation
DECKHOUSE VI Phase II, During this period, Battery "Gn (-) (Rein) 3xd
Battalion, 12th Marines and Mortar Battery 3rd Battalion, 12th Marines
fired the following missions in support of BLT 1/4

1« Type of Missions

A. Unobserved
H&I's ' 35
FIE 3
Counter Mortar 4]

B, Observed Missions
Targets of Opportunity
INluningtion
FO School
Registration

O O MW

Bs Naval Gunfire S rt. The following shi vided Naval Ginfire
Suppo Wwring the perio 1-3March1’91§. P pro

USS TURNER JOY (DD 957) 5n/5.,
USS WHITE RIVER (LMR 536) 51 SSR 5n/38
USS CLARION RIVER (LR 409) 51 SSR 51/38

Missions fired in swport of BLT 1/4 were as follows;

Area Neutraligation 2
Destruction 5
H&Its L5

C. 81mm Mortar Missions.

1. Unobserved
FFE 7
H&Its 51
Counter Mortar

o

2, Observed
Targets of Opportudity
Registration
FO School
Il wnination

Wo—~2
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AIR SUPPORT/DEFENSE

SECTION VIIT

Air Support/Defense activities during the period 1-3 lisrch 1967 were
similar to those of 16 to 28 Febuary 1967, The ELT was still engaged in
Operation DECKHOUSE VI Phase II, Air activity on the 1st and 2nd
followed the pattern of (lose Air Support and helicopter logistical and
fire supression missions, On 3 March the BLT executed a tactical withdrawal
with two rifle companies, the 107mm Mortar Battery and H&S Company. being

helilifted to the assigned shipping,

Air Support Report,

1. Helicopter

a. Hesupply sorties flown 459

b. Medical Evacuation Missions flown 16

c. Tactical (includes recon) mission flown 72

d. Troop lift sorties 613

2, Fixed Wing Transport missions None
3. CAS sorties (Fixed wing) &
(Rotary wing) 119

4 Airborne observer missions 17

Air Defense, No missions requested,

10 & &
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{8DICAL/DETAL AFFAIRS
SECTION IX

1, During tho period 1 March throngh 3 March 1967, available sick bay
facilities remained ths same as during the previous month.

2, Throughout this period the USS IWO JIiiA continued to serve as the
hospital ship for Battalion Landing Team 1/4.

3« Routine sick call was secured during this period; nine -atients
wers sesen in dental sick call.

4. No significant medical disease entities were encountered during
this period.

5. There were no cases of malaria, heat exhaustion or immersion foot.
6. Available medical officers remained numerieally the samo as in the
previous month; six hosnitul corpsmen lost as cambat casualties during

the previous month vere not reslaced duringz this poriod.

7. The following numbers of casualties were received aboard the
USS IO JLith during this period:

KTA 1
WIA 21
NCT 1

All casualties were liarines; no Mavy pérsonnel, Viet Cong or.
Vietnamese civilians were rsceived during this period.

8. The following numbers of liarins and Navy porsonnel wers further
transforred to other medical facilitiss for definitive surgery, cone
valoscont care or burial nrocessing: :

WIiA 4 5
KIA 1

9. Surgical procedurss performed were as follows:

Ma jor General 3Surgical Procedures 5
Hajor Orthopedic Surgical Procedures 5
Hinor Surgical Proccdures 11

10. Figuros for whole blood utilization are included in the totals
for the past month as indicated in the previous command chronclogy.

SECTION X CIVIL AFFAIRS/PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE Reference (b)

U,

11
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HEADQUART™RS
18t Batta’: on, 44h Dovioes
3rd Marire [Svision (Gefn)
FPO San Frencisco, 96602

3:RIX:thg
9 April 1967

Commanding ¢ ficer
Commandent o the Marine Corps (Code A03D)

Cammancing General, FPMF PAC
Commwiing Geieial, 9th MAB (Attn: G-3)

Commard Chronology for period 4 March thru 1 April 1967..
(a) 2 cwns

(c) 3rd Div0O 5750.14

Encl: \/(1) Command Caronclogy

1. In accordance with references {:),/b) and (c), the subject
Command Chronology is sulmitted heranizn.

2, Downgraded to unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1).

a2 -
Ry Ju WILLIS

Comy to: 4th Marines

RLT-26
3rd Marines
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SECTION 1

DECLASSIFIED

18t Dattalion, 4th Maz: «. ©°. Marine duphihious m., ill o

N,

.

~

X MANDTNG OFFICER
Lt Cor S4CX WuSTERMAN
Lt Gl T, I, WLLIS”
STAFF_ASSICNMENTS
MaJ. R. S. SUITER
_ Capt, B, F. ENNIS
Ssgt R. J. HARVORTH

Maj. B. H. BOYD
Lt. J. L. FLEICHER

INIT COMMANDRRS
Capt. R, B. CORCDRAN
Capt. K, R. RaMsy
Cant. R. D. LILEY

Capt. J, B, JUWL
Capt., P. ORGEAV Jr,

&VER . MONTHLY STRENGTH
Cexrs
%é%ﬁeg Corp

v
e

-

DECLASSIFIED

(1-38 Marcn)
(28- 1 aprt2))

Executive Qfficer
© S=1

$-2

S=3

Sl

Compan¥y A
Company B
Canpany € :
Company D

H&S Company
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PERSONNEL,/ADMINISTRATION [I!H{g I ,”P!_:“:}
x‘""“; "" gfs MK
SECTION II i '“Uf.::é- L I
. R 8 0l
&, —.-...-..wm U o o -...,,r“

On 4 Maroh 1967 Pattalion Ianding Team 1/4 sailed for Sublc Bay in the
Republic of the Philippines. It arrived in Subic Bay on 6 March 1967, die~
embarked, and moved to the SLF Base Camp located at Cubi Point. On 15 March
1567 “he Battalion landing Team sgain embarked aboard the Amphibions Ready
Group Ships which werce then the USS PRINCEION, USS (OGIEN, and the USS
MONTICELLO, and sailed on 16 March 1967 for the Republic of Vietman to
condurt Operation BEACON HILL I, On 20 March 1967 Battalion landing Team 1/4
conducted an amphibious landing in Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Provinde,
Repubiiic of Vietnam, comencing Operation BEACON HILL I, On 26 March 1967
Baitalion Tanding Tean 1/4 came under the opemtional control of the 3rd
Harine Rogiments On 28 March 1967 Lieutenant Colonel Jack WESTERMAN was
transferrcd to the 3rd Marine Regiment, and Licutenant Colonel T. J. WILLIS
bacars the Pattalion larding Tean Commanding Officer. At 0200, 1 Aprdl 1967,
this conman rerarned to the comand of the 3rd Marino Division,

B: Rignific-rt Brantg,

01 6 Mamch 1967 Battalion Laming Team $/4 axivod at Subio Bay, dise
erhax’zd, ard moved to the SIF Base Canmp located at Cubi Pointe

On 15 March 9967 Battalion lending Teanm 1/4 epdarkeX aboard the USS
PRIIITON, USS OGITN, and the USS MONTICELLO,

0n 16 March 1947 Battalion Landing Tean 1/4 sailed for the Republic of

LK 3
“iotnnria

i i

T 19 Yarch 1967 tho Anphibious Ready Group Ships with Battalion landing
T w4, aveaid arrived oft the coast of the Republic of Vietnan.

(a 20 Ty (957 Patvtelion Landing Tean 1/4 landed at Gio Linh District,
Conny, i Fev Tass, Uopuplic of Vietman, coruencing Operation BEACON HIL X,

On 24 Ziy oh 4977 “he 3rd Marine Roginent, 3rd Marino Division (Rein) PMWP
assTrnt L Sionl. o sivol of Battalion Landing Tean 1/4e ' '

1 oo 28 ek 4L s ct%onant Colonel Jack WBSTERMAN was tranaferrod to the
: 3. Uveine Regiron’, and Licutennni Colonel Theadore J. WILLIS beoans
caneviion Tanding T-an Comranding Of ficers '

? .
' 4% 0770, 1 April 1967, the coriwnd of Battalion landing Toan 1/4 was
; _','.=.3;,_;J,{ to the 3=d I‘L*Ii!‘lﬁp]}ivisi.r)no
‘ e EenTIR
bl d

e
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C. Problen Arcas/Now Devolopnentsme fesl f by

1« The shortage in cnlisted ws o1 A Contimes with n% (5) neecdea to
bring the Battalion Landing Teon up to manning level,

2+ Upon the comencenent of Operation EBACON HILL I, the Battalion
Landing Toan 8-1 established a foxward edninistration scotion in the
battalion Landing Tean CP, and a rear adninistration section remined aboard
the USS5 FRINETON. Tho casualty rcporting center, consisting of the
Battalion Landing Toan S-1 and the chief clerk from each conpany, was cstab-
lishcd aboard the USS PRINCETON, However, woather provented casualtios fron
being cvacuated directly to the USS FRINCETON as plamned, and the casualty
reperting center was moved to Dong Hg for tho remindor of the opemtion.

D. P a5 _Onncl

1. lonthly strength (avorage chargeable)

Usio UsH
OF ENL oF B
Battalfem ' 40 100 3 50
BLT 63 1511 8 8
2, 033CS
UsSM USN
S¥ EN OFF. BL
Sattle 2 76 o 4
Nor-Battle 0 6. 0 0
Afninistrmvion 2 53 0 4
S, dained
UsMe UsN
. OFF ENL OF ENL
1 1 3] 4]
Aa damt il - The Tntiowying ewaxds were presented during this reporting
peiod
"[‘plc i AT

2 ronze StoTs
.. Duselpling - Courbe-Martial, Non-Judicial Punishnont

Ti. disciplinc during this period wes oxeccllent as ev:l.domod by the
£71 wins in€ormations B

B M‘“'f"""}
ae  Courts-Martial ¥ uis SRV §j
H '{.;lu Ll et L8 B0l

I .
T
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4N
‘_ Conplctod:
rfﬁ‘mﬁp . 7:):-“::‘\' &Imry = Nono
s ” MR AN I 5, Spocial = fone
e 0 ;} fondings

Surmary =~ None
Special = Two (Awniting SA's aotion)

be Non-Judicisl Punishrientt
Battalion Comrmndor ~ Nong
Conpany Conmndox - Ton

F. Momlo, Postal Affairs, Liberty, RER, FX,

The morale was exccllent throughout the reporting poxriods Tho mximmn
liberty possible was cnjoyed by all hands during the Battalion Landing Toan's
stay at tho SIF Base Canp in the Philippinces Tho PX's at the Nawnl Station,
fubic Bay, werc availablo to all handg, as well as tho facilitics eboard tho
ships, Postal sorvices contimic to be satisfactory, although the froquent
changes in loccation resulted in the sporadio delivory of mail.

G. Craplain'- ‘stivitios,

Urea the Battalion Landing Tean's arriwel at Subic Bay, immediate liaison
was ofoctod with the Base Protestamt Chaplain to arrange for hin to conduct
Smday Servicess One of the Quonset Huts at the SLF Basc Camp was usod for
Divine Scrvices and also for an office for cowseling and the proparation of
t4e necegsary correspondence, Due to the Hottalion Landing Toan being in a
literty pord, therc vas a decided decrcasc in the mumber of sorvices and
michor of Powsomel sccking counsclinge This situation chonged with the
Rzttnlicon Lgnding Tean's arrivel at Gio Linh in the Republic of Vietnams

(’Pr,,—‘_.“u. - .- '..;.. ) ;'T‘AVM -
IR F oot EI

.

iy
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SECTION III

~ A, General,

" the Intelligence Annex to Operation Order 3-67 (Beacon Hill 1).
Battalion ocommenced Operation Beacon Hill I on 20 March and terminated

INTELLIGENCE ; U}EE,ESSEH

Between 4 and 15 March, the battahon was inwlved itrt’ phase
of replenishment and transfer of supplies and equipment, The Battalion
Headquarters was located at the SLF Camp, NAS Cubic Point, P, I.

On 16 March, the Battalion embarked aboard the USS PRINGETON (LPH=5)s
From 17 to 19 March, the Intelligence Section was engaged in writing

the operation on 1 April.

B. Recapitulation of enemy activity for "Beacon Hill I (20 March-1 Aptil)

1.
2.
3e
L.

1
13

C.

.
L]

idertified as the 5th and 6th Battalions, 812th Regiment; 7th-and 8th

IE{G irﬁ_tiated - ek - e e == = W o - = e e T e S = 39
Total incldants = = « = = = - c et - - - - - - i
VoA MTALNONRF) e 2w e e e e e - - == 351
>

VIREA KA P0b) s = - - - - - -——-— 619
V('S ---------- - e e e - o E e e e W - 9

“lzapons captwred or destroyed = = = = = = = =~ = = &
Ivilies desioyed = e m e e cmececceceacee 0
Ll eations destroyed (incl bunkers) - - - - - 22
Feet of *ramches destroyed = - « © w = «w = = « = 550
NV paell caprirel or destroyed = = m m = =« = L3

v

"u’T' 'T‘]; T '»v:-"’_'."'-_-""—-_ e e e W A W ey e e W e = e 22

ook Unrtar w .; base plate, with 3 rds ammo

Gierm grenades destroyed e e - - —-e-memee- '06 ”kﬁl AS

“Thoregction Report to Operation "Beacon Hill IY,

mrt"
u:i !..,

fnemy Situation and Capabdlities - Prior to Operation Beacon Hill I.

&, Eneny Situation.. Enany ground wunits in the objective area were . -

daata.llons, 90th Regiment; and the 1st Battalion, 31st Regiment (A1l NVA).

Tn addition there was also a gusrrilla force of approximately 2000 men

operating independently throughcut Quang Tri Province,

DECLASSIFIED
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LA IR AT b ur Lals'
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b. Enemy Capabilities. It was anticipated that the enemy could attack
iaclated wnits and outposts with up to Battalion strength, delay friemdly
forced~ and defend the operating area with forces locally available, and
attack our HLZ's with mines and AW/SA fire,

2. FEnemy Situation and Tactics ~ During Opsration Beacon Hill I.

a, Enany Situation, From the first contact with the enamy it was
apparent that he was regular NVA, armed with heavy caliber mortars; 82m
and 120um.

Captured weapons and equipment revealed that the enamy was al®
supplied with a standardized small arms weapons system (AK-47's, BFD's,
SK3's); wore a definite recognizable uniform, and carried combat fleld gear
(packs, cartridge belts, gas masks, etc) in good condition; all of which
were of North Vietmamese origin,

Coptured documents definitely identified two of the enemy units; one
as the 18th (ompany 812th Regiment, 324B NVi Division, and the other as
K-9/3rd Company, 9th Battalion. :

b. Enemy Tectics, The enemy displayed those tactics usually ascribed
to a wsli-trained regular force, Enamy mortar attacks were conducted
from varied s»d widely separdted firing positions, sometimes slowing an
igmeciate concentration of friendly Hre wpon the eriemy's posilicre,”

C'e¥ensive positions constructed by the enemy were well-built and
relnforced, suggesting that the enemy had been in the area for some time

or had wmlimited facilities and personnel to use in fortifying his positions.

Cffensively the enemy employed the use of initial mortar attacks
f1lowed by small arms and automatic weapons fire against friendly companies
o the move.

™ conclusion it can be said that the enany was well armed, well=equipped

and i™1ined to a peint well above that of the VG guerilla. He used .°
cmime~tionzl tactics modified to the point where he attempted to awtid

~= 2301 1:is troops, therby exposing them to concentrated friendly firepower.
3. Terrsin and Weather. |

a, (riilcel terrain features, Cover and Concealment.

40 r-itioal Terrain Features, Twg. important terrain festures
vrare ohv i¥ria - e BLT's AOA. There were two ridge lines; one rmmp;—
S L en to Wes. - - ID2197hS to YDI9T747, and one ridge line running |

i

S- - sa3sh i Nore:: - from ID161731 to YD188747. Both ridgelines were ! (w_m
... by the enexy a5 hidden mortar positions for enfilade fire upon the oK cCh

1.0 (> and outlying companies. , Do
Tu the objective area friendly wunits encountered demse, thick wnder- | . =~
~o~vrth which made movement Zlow and observation poor through the heavy E
7317 z.ga, . b
In one instance the height of the trees reduced the capability.of Poeee
halicophars to a minimum, subjacting them to intensive enemy fire while | g -
mancavering into the KLZ, does
dational Route #1 ran through the ELT AOA offering an all-weather ’\\L

w3 le route for resupply, and providing an alternate system of trans-
o baiion when weather hampered air operations. '

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

”!:m el

X @ EIRE .
! L e :
Lt . v

E [ v

¥ .,L,U -;

(2) Cover and Concealment. Concealment throughout the Battalion
AOA was fair to excellent, Excellent concealment was available in the form
of thick, sub-tropical evergreen forest and spacious stands of 8 foot~
high elephant grass. Ooncealment was naturally lessened in the formerly
cultivated open areas,

thderground wver was the most feasible protection from mortar attack,
however, the dense, continwus foliage offered some protection from
small arms.

b. Observation.

(1} Air Observation. Aerial observation of built~up and adjacent
areas was excellent when not hindered by the poor weather conditions,

(See para b); Good observation in the outlying areas was marginal in that
the thick foliage was a source of natural camouflage.

(2) Ground Observation, Ground observation was again hindered by
weather during the first 3 days of the operation, Durirg periods of clear
skies the areas of Objective 3 (YD172722), Objective 4 (YD140733), and
Objective 5 (¥D133712) were excellent vantage poimts for observation in all
directiors,

The denseress of the foliage also had an adverse effect upon ground
observatioh, causing ore friendly ground unit difficulty in ascertaining
its location while irn contact with the eremy.

c. Avenues of Approach. !atioral Route #1, open ard trafficable
from *he DI.% to DOKG HA, w-S a prime averue of approach. 'Other avenues
of aporoach included two loose surface, dry-weather roads, one winding
dzst fo West frem (YDO9570L4) to (YD214727) ard cornecting with National
Route #1; the other windirg Forth to South from (YD1587.0) at the DMZ to
(1D1474%03) at the CiM LO River.

Tn addition to the roads mertiored above the terrain of the AOA was
crisscrossed with many footpaths and trails, of specific importarce were
thoss trzils running South from the IMZ into the ADA.

5 “asther. From the morning of 21 March to late evening of 24
b, oripuous low ceiling ard heavy early morring and late evening fog

h.mpel<d &ir operetiors seriously, Air observation was poor, Close Alr
Swppost mizsinrs were reduced to a minimum, and helicopter operations

corcerrir 7 r.:plr and especially Med-Evacs were hampered to the point

wnere soms Y. 33ca.s DOWs. The executior of dally Search and Destyoy

speraticis ™, - rovid vui'ts was dalayed urtil late morrirg due to lack of

21y aupper “21.. " irdered with WIAs, rot lifted out by helicopters,
T2 25 5ar® . .ns termiration of the operatior, the veather was

e 3., for fr.. ' onerstiors with visibility from 7 to 10 miles with

-, fog 11 eanl, moy-ing ard evenirg,
ivinfall duidirg the cperatior was very slight; temperctures ranged
rom a 70° minimum to a maximum of 95° . Humidity averaged 80%.
Rairfall ard tamperature had ro adverse effect upor frierdly opsratioms,
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o
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OPERATIONS/ TRAINING , / "f(_(a 0 D3>

SECTION IV
A, MISSION, During the reporting period the ist Battalion, 4th Marines
continued its assignment as the Special Landing Force, OPCON to CIG
79.5. During this period missions assigned wer'e as follows:

4 =6 March Enroute to SUBLIC BAY PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

6 - 15 March Preparation for Special Operations.

16 March Rehersal Landing at SUBIC BAY PHILIFPING ISLANDS,
for Special Operations in REPUBLLIC OF VIETNAM.

20 March - Operation BEAOON HILL I in the GIO LINH District

1 April QUANA THI Providence of the REPUHLIC OF VIETNAM.

B, SIMMARY OF OPEHATIONS/ACTIVITIES.

The Battalion Landing Team spent the period embarked on board ships
of the Amphibious Ready Group. The BELT Headquarters was located on
board the USS IWD JIMA until 6 March then moved to the SLF Base Camp
vhere it remained wntil 15 March at which time it moved aboard the
U35 PRINCETON LPH-5,

On 6 March BLT 1/4 debarked from the ARG shipping and moved to the
Special landing Force Base Camp,

During the period 6 to 15 March the ELT began preparation for Special
Operations in RWN.

“n 15 March ELT 1/4 embarked aboard the new ARG shi,_ping,

On 16 March, the BLT received the target area for EEACON HILL I
and bgrn nremaration of Operation Order 3-67. On 16 March ARG shipping

sad. '“8{‘ ©ov “he Zanding area with tentative D-Day of 19 March and HeHowr
o’ . J‘\‘.-}

e 3o . Looved until ‘20March due to weather at sea. L-Howr was
e uela & Ll 13<()H,, aue to fog in the LPH operating area. The
“Srst wave o. ... 'ny A was lawnched at_{3Dfe No contact was made in
the 17 and the GP group landed as approx 1415 ved inside

protective wire of GIQO LINH Artillery complex, ofenslve post ona
were immediately began. Company C landed at BLUE Beach at 100
and began movement to Objective #1. Company B landed in 12 & H at
approx 1430H and established night defensive positions, Company D was
landed in LZ BLUZBIRD at approximately 1600, Oompany A and D established
perimeters around the Battalion Command Poste *

At 201735H CIG 79.5 Frag Order # 1 was recelved directing the BLT
to consolidate positions, establish night defensive positions and ambushes,
and commencing at first light to seize objective 1, 2 and 3, Be prepared
a1 order to salze objective 4 and 5,

-8- S
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At 201915H to 201015H (ompany i and Company D at coordinates YD 20874,
sustained the first casualties of this operation when they recalved appro.
imately 3C0 rownds of 82mm and 120mm Mortar fire. Cownter Battery fire
was fired by the 105mm Howitzer and 107ri Mortar Batteries., Friendly

casmlties were 3 KIA's and 17 WIA's.

At 202220H Bn (P at coord YD 208745 recalved 50 rownds of 82m, 130m
mortars and 105mm howitzer. Cowmnter Battery fire was retwned by 8hm,
107um mortars and 105's, One secondary explosion was observed,

At 202100H Company B coordinates YD 208745 received 12 incoming morta:
romds and S/A fire from coordinates YD 182725,

At 2112L0H Company B on objective 3 at cooxrd YD 175722 found 3 VC
82m rounds, 1 pack, 4 granades, 3 rice packs which were tagged and sent
to BLT S-2.

At 212420 CTG 79.5 intelligence reported 2 VG Battalions located in
the area of coordinates YD 171726 and YD 170713, getting in position to
oppose Marines on Objective 3. A helicopter spotted 60 enemy spread

out from coordinates YD 1471 to YD 1771 in trenches and holec and
arowmd ine village at coordinates YD 138716,

At 2124450 3rd Platoon Company B recalved §/» fire from estimated
NVA troops. The platoon returned fire with S/A and 50mm mortar, .
air strikes wers called and dronped 10 tons of bombs, 10 rockets and ~ -
“259 rounds, There were 3 Fr/{IA‘'s sustained and 10 enamy KIA (Conf),
15 enemy KIA (Prob),

At 212000H st Platoon Company o recaived 1200 §/4 rownds, Heturned
UM 8k, v M=79 rownds, 7 hand grenades, captured 1 Chi Com 4/weapon
a. 1 5% rounds ammwiition., They sustained 3 P/wli's. Enany caswnlties
were & 1'Vi/XI4 (Conf) and 6 NVi /KI4 (Prob),

L, MIFT 4% Platoon Company B suprised a V¢ ambush at coord
Y 153, . iompeny B recaved 200 rowmnds §/4 and returnad 430 rownds §/A,

re .t in S YWKIA (Gonf), 5 VG/KIA (Prob) and captured VC gremades and
'75 YIS S AR A 'ti‘on’
A% 212> - wany 3 recadved 25 incoming 82m mortar rounds, retumne

{Oma snd 8ima morcar and S/A fire. They sustained 2 FR/WIA's while causir
2 VG/KIA (Conf) and 4 VG/KIA (Prob). ‘

At 220940H information was recelved from 3rd Marine Division of 7
eonfirmed mortar positions at YD 168753, G and G batteries fired a missic
Gempany D reported secing and hearing 6 secondary explosions from results
of the artillery mission. -

At 221025 Company B received 15 rownds 82m mortar fire, called an
artillery mission on the suspected enemy positions. They sustained
10 M/WiL's from the incoming fire,

~

i
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At 221215H Company D received 35 to 40 82mm mortar rowmds from
cordinates YD 173717. Company D called an air strike, One secondary
explosion was noted. 7 FR/WIA's were caused by this attack,

At 221315H Company B at coordinates YD 157719 received 15 to 20
€2mm mortar rounds and spotted two enemy platoons north of the roads.
Company B gave pursuit, made contact with ths enemy. The enamy threw
a large number of grenades and fired A/W and /i fire, Company B wdthdr
from contact, called in 81mm mortar and artillery fire, They sustained
5 FR/KIA's and 14 FR/WIA's. enemy - casualties were 46 NVA/KIA (onf)
and 6 NVA/KIA (Prob)

At 221600H Company C at YD 174721 located 9 N-1A1 Chi Com anti- tank
mines and one can of 82mm moriar increaments.

From 221600H to 222000H Company B lead alements received incoming
S/A and 57mm recciless rifle rounds. Leading elements of one fire team
were pinned down on the opposite sids of hill from rest of the unit. The
enemy was to close for CAS and was trying to out flank the leading elemen
By fire and manecuver and artillery fire, after several tries, the leading
elexent was retracked from the hill. They received 2000 rds S/A, 3 grenat
2 5%rn RR, 30 82mn mortar, and 13 60mm mortar rounds incoming - .
They retuwrnsd fire with 1500 S/A, 15 M=79; 6 LAAWS, 9 grenades and 105mm
artillery fire; The Company consolidated and set up a perimeter for the
night. They had sustained 8 FR/WIA'S, Bnemy casulties were 18 NVA/KIA (\
and 30 NVA/KIA (Prob).

At 222230H Company B at YD 155709 heard NVA wices on & hill and
saturated the area with artillery and S/A fire., Results were 4 NVA/KIA (!
and 10 NVA/KIA (Prob).

At 230300H Company B at YD 153715 recdived 30 82mm mortar rounds
~a%ing in 15 FR/WIA's,

4%t 2500001 Company C on the move received 82m mortar and intensive
/6 My, Artdillery fired 24 rounds in thelr support, The result of thie

actios . ~m3 FR/EIA and 5 FR/WIA's, 5 NVA/KIA (Conf), and 10 NW/KIA (P2
Ou= e, 722 w28 saptured,

Mot o 2311A5H Company B at YD 152714 received 400 §A vounds
.- d11lery u ~ested and the enemy engaged with S/A. Enemy casmlties

weie 9 NVL " . \.-nf) and 5 NVA/KIA (Prob).

At 2312254 Company C at YD 155719 made contact with an wimown sise
enemy force resulting in 1 FR/KIA and 5 FR/WIA's, 7 NVA/KIA (Conf) and
5 NV4/¥JA (Prob). Company C captured 1 pack, personnel gear, 1 gas mask
2 packs of linked ammo, 2 rocket rounds, corpsman gear, 1 spare barrel and
2 bl Com machine guns,

At 232335H (ompany C moving out to objective 4 made contact with L0
VA, They captured 1 Chi Com carbine, 1 Chi Com rifle, 1 2.7 rocket pack
with 3 roomds ammo, 1 2.7 rockst, 3 NVA "E® tools, 1 box of (6) rocket
honds, 5 packs, 2 cooking pots, and one &0mm mortar set which was twned

ovoar th BLT 3-2
~10= omal
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At 232730H Oo
82m mortar and §/4
called in art.illery.
were 10 NVA/KIA {Prob). g

north end west of their pt
artillery fire, “4 landing
The 1st.and 2nd hel:.oopters

spotted two 50 cal gin posd .
called in an artillery nﬂ.s’siora :

72), and YD 135921. i
Casualties were 6 _
KIA (Prob). Equipment oaptur
rocket rownds, 15 full: e taini
ments, 9 Chi Oom carbin

At 2108L5H Compan& D at ‘oordinate
in front of taeir lines ang yyered
noving & 7s62 machine g on wheels 1nu
d11s and 1 NVA/KIA (P¥ob

o 2) Wihs ix

grenad@s ﬁ.rnl‘ ¥

. Ab 24105 ustipany B
and callud an art.lllery*mis

sup}or:ta.ng fires:o
NVMKIA Cbnf) ‘and.
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At 241800H Company B spotted 10 NVA moving in trench line at .ordina
YD 164731 and called an air strike., Investigation found 4 NVA/KEA (Oonf)
and evidence of 6 NVA/KIA (Prob).

At 250505H Com:any C received 100 rds of imcoming mortar fire and
suatained 3 FR/WIA's.

Company D at 250830H located at YD 152734 reported an evaluation of
their night defensive fires. One swprise firing device was fomd in
front of their lines and was destroyed, The results of the might
engagament was 4 NVA/KIA (Conf), 4 VG/KIA (Prob), 8 NVa/Kia (Prob).
Eneny equipment included pasks, canteens and a mortar bese plate was ret-
urned to Bn S<23

At 252040H Company C re;orted moving through Objective 5,

At 2514158 Company D reported lead alements recaiving heevy automatic
weapons fire from the left and right front. Company D called in srtiller;
and air strikes on the objective located at YD 251430,

Recon Platoon reported searching coordinates YD 196737, and ﬁ.nding
trench lines and fortified positions.

_ At 2515,5H Company D engaged an estimated NV4 Bettalion in tmd:,
lines and prepared positions extending from YD 147731 to YD 145737
Air strikes were called,

At 251945H Compe.ny Alocated at YD 152715 rece ved appn»d.utdy
15 rounds of 60mm in their perimeter. . Company & retwned hawm
and swmll ams fire, The result of this action was &6 F/WLA's,bhe .
NVA/KIA (Conf) and three NVA/KI4 (Prob).

Company C at 251900H located at YD 725710 detonated a surprise firing
device causing 4 FR/WIA's

Company A at 251915 located near YD 715152 received incoming -6Osm -
and spo - ile small ams. They retwned a heavy wlume of - mortir:angd:
(sm;ﬂl awrs fire, Caswalties were 5 FR/WIA's, 5 NVA/KIA (Conf) and 12 NVA/!
Pre . : ! LY ’ Iy ‘: i

bt 252157 . -pany D reported mortars and mall ams at l. s“ D cted
enemy positici.., Company D confimmed 6 NVA/KIA'& vd.th & NVA/K14 (Prodb).,

During the early morning hours of 26 March 1967 all compa.rd.u were in
their assigned positions prepanng to conduct Seardl and Destmy opimﬁbns

At 261044H Company A discovered 3 NVA/KIA (conr) at YD 153716, multa
of artillery fire. .

Battalion landing Team 1/k . come Inderiopouﬂonal thlof ﬂu
3rd Marine Regiment at 160900H,

~13-
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At 261415H Company C reported reced.vmg sniper ﬁre from ID 12#?35:
while the FAC team landed by helicopter, Small amms and mortayr fire
was returned. The result of this encounter was 2 NWm (Oonr) and
3 NVA/KIA (Prob),

Recon platoon deperted BLT 1/4's CP at 261425!{ to seard1 for a downed
aireéraft in'the vieinity of YD 153716, RIS P AR

(ompany D reported mving out. at 161I.Z)H to sea.rch Objactiva 2.

Recoyj platoon located parts of t.ha downed aircrai‘b in 'l'.he vld.n:l.'by
of YD 157718‘

At 2617008 Located at Coord YD 141732 compan'yi’bzieported thaton Obj=
ective L, enemy fortifications were completely destroyeds Company D
found numerous NVA 782 gear,

Company C reported at 262310H that while conducting assigned Search
and Destroy missions, it received 82m mortar and heavy wlume of &mall
arms fire from the vicinity of YD 117721. Helicopters were requested
to take out Med-Evac's, 'The result - of this engagement was 6 FR/KIA's

7 NVA/iZ4 (Conf) and 10 NVA/KIA (Prob) , 28 FR/uIA's.

During the late evening and early morning of 26 and 27 March 1967 a
r.Lng of ﬁ.re was created around Company C; No other action reported.,

~oompany’ G reported at 271018H the finding of 25 NVA/KIA (Oong), ‘15
NVA/KI4 (Prob), andn unerous enemy equ:.pment, including 3 Mg_w-,, .
ufter swaeplng the surrom'd;mg a-l‘h‘x DoAY A s

At .27120&( Oompa.ny reported moving o nw..wéaﬁpn at *mﬂ%

C‘ompany D contanmng the search of the forta.ﬁ.cations and trmch
lines on Obaactlve u and diséovered 7 fiore: NVA/KITA: (&nﬂ» o Lﬂ oWy
[ g i < i
G)mn"lv A at 1719101-1 reported that. their patml, searching t.he ares .
near AN 11"7b1 ~fownd graves conta:.nink‘ 33 IW i utaro “twﬁfﬁw im

Dur.og the.late. evening-ang. eat‘ly momngAgg z]. nﬁd 23 u&r@,’”\, ty

night acti+i’’ .= ere mJa.ata!‘ and H&I fires uonducted. No wnﬁdt&m
made w:Lth tne w\.my..

AT ARG ?'.‘L'"l"‘-‘ "ﬁi’f N ‘Sf‘ﬂ ehad *'ﬁ-‘ £ L L}b\?“

At 280850H & patml of (bmpa.ny D.at oo Xdinateg D: 141723 Wekrd -
noise and activity in’ front'of their position, The patiol called in . .
artiliery and 8imm mortar fire on suspect.ed area resulting in 8;8Wm (c,

of enemy eqm.pment ;mcludlng
to Dlv:Ls:Lon Pwd G—2. ce
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Oompany ) reporté
141733 ohe Marine was hit by sh
'Oompén's%ip
At”290010H thie Batt
Reg't to be prepar
uamty oi‘ 1D 225660

Cbmpany ) e.t 2915000

Oompany D 1ocat.ed 8 min

Oompany ¢ at 350335!{ ooel Vod ene

Oompahy D a’sé;i"sf)éd :

e ARW aampany with the
erico untexing a% v aﬁiblfs?f:» @,
WIAts, Enany oasual_‘ es

14 .'};,?

on;;a’:‘ brie: .!101-*'
east &nlesd,
Helicrpur PF“V"“‘?":
oi JN PRI

from YD 705687 St YBY
the vicinity of YD 117695 and

&S security at YD 117692, 3/k
north ‘be“\,cen, gridfl _”63 i
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LGRS, 1967 B /b fhoolved ab the ST and ATH HLL

At 010920H an order from the 3rd Matines wag réceived to
conduct Search and Destroy operations westward to IMZ and dndlude GS
YD 0868, YD 0869, YD 0870. - The Pattalion (0 requested petmission to
extend operations into GS YD 0768 and was given permission to do 80,
Company D moved from their position through Company C and Company A
and conducted Search and Destroy operations in GS YD 0869, Y) 0870,
81mm mortar sections from Company A and Company D was oconsolidated
at the Company C position in general eupport of the Battalion. Company
A moved into GS YD 0868 and YD 0768 and continued Search and Destroy
operations, Company D made no contact and returhed to thelr original
position via (ON THIEN. . , ' :

The night of 1 April passed without enemy ontact, At 012200H the
Battalion recelved a 3rd Marine waming order to change OPCON to 3rd
Marine Division(Fwd)effective 020800H, and be prepared to be hellocopter
14 fted to DONG HA to assume the mission as Base Defense Battalion. The
helicopter 11 £t was delayed by fog until 1030H. The last elements of
the Battalion reached DONG Hi at' 1600H,

C. IRAINING.

Company C conducted # day platoon tactics on 4¢3 March in
training area # 5 while at SUBIC BAY SLF CAMP, Company D conducted
1 day FM firing at GREEN BEACH in SUBIC BAY on 14 March, No other
training was conducted during Msre¢h - due to'non-‘-'ava.ilabilit-y of
training areas and or tactical co;nmi}ment.ﬂa .
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From: Ocmmnding Oﬁ‘icar ,

To: Commander, Special Larding Force Bravv ' il
Subj: Combat After-iction Report (Operata.cn mcm«mu 1
Ref: (a) MAPS: VIETNAM, AMS Siries L7014, 1:50.000, Sheets 6341 1,
642 IV, et
(b) CIG 79.5 Operation Plan 1204-67 o
Encl: (1) Overlay of Operatd.aﬂ.'BEAa)ﬁ Hﬁ.l. I S
1. Operagtion BEACON HILL I.
2. Detes of Operation.
a. Operation BEACDN HILL I 20 Mareh to 1. April /1967
3. Locaztion, The Operation was conducted in GIO LINH msmct, Q_WG
TRI _Provinse, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM.
L. Task Organization. ' A il
BLT 1/4 o 20 March to 28 Marsh Lt Ool JACK WESTRILN
28 warsh Lt Col T. J. WILLIS
Company A (ilein) Capte. QORGORAN
Det, B:irr G, 3rd B, 12th Mar (FO Tm)
3rd Sq? L5h Pizt Co B, 3rd zZngr bBn,
- Det il Co. {(Erirpsman)
Det &S o, (FAC m)
Det ist Pl:uu, ‘o 4, 3rd SP Bn (LZCT)
155 Sec 8.mm Mortar Plat '
. Det Sniper Sqd, Hq Co RLI-26
Company B {Kein) | Capt. RAMSEY
Dat, Btry G, 3rd Bn, 12th Mar (FO Tm)
ond Sqd 4th Plat, 0o B, 3rd Engr B,
Det H&S Co (Corpsman) )
Det H&S Co (FiC Tm)
Det st Plat, Co 4, 3rd SP Bn, -(LZCT)
2nd Sec 8imm Mortar Plat - . . L
Det Sniper Sqd, Hq Co RLT-26 S b
e ~1= N
:ﬁ.ﬂ.,[:‘.fi ] .
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HEADQUARTEAS .
Battalion Lénditig Team, 1/k
FPO San Fz‘anciSco, 96602
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(i ok rb un HIRN 3 BDK: bhg
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¢ b
Company C (Reln)

Det Btry G, 3rd Dn, 12th Marines (FO Tm) .
Dot H&S Btry, 3rd Bn, 12th Marines (NG 3pot Tm) S
1st Sqd, 4th Plat Co B, 3rd Engr Bn.. o

Det, BS Co (81 FO Tnm) T

Det H&S Co (Corpsman)

Det H&S Co (FAC Tm) o

Det &’liper Sqd, Hq_ CO, RLT‘26 . -

Company D (ﬂaln) , U _Gapt. JIIJL g

Det Biry G, 3rd Bu j12th Harines (m m)

Det &upar Sqd, H GO, RLT-26 - "i‘

Det H&S Co (Corfpsman) .

Det 4th Plat Co B, 3rd Engr Bn. o ,
hth Sec 81mm Mortar Plat * e - AR

HE&S Oompany( )(Re.’m) o o | G‘pt‘ "MGEA&*. .

Det Hq Co 4th Marines (fadio nalay)
Dot Comm SPT Co, 9th MAB (radio‘ielay)’
Det Hq Oo, 3rd Mar Div (Postal, Disbursing)
Det Hq Co, 9th MAB (IS0) :

. Sniper 3qd, Hq Co, nLT-26
Det Btry G, 3rd Bn, 12th Marlnes (Arty 1In 'rn)
C&C Pl toon, co D, 3rd Med Bn.

Btry G (=) 3rd m, 12t.h Marinas ~ Capte KLZLAND
tortar Btry (:ein) 3rd Bn, 12th Marines " Capt. SIKES
4th Plat, (liein) Co -B,3rd Bngr Bn. Lt. sLDBR
2nd Piat, Co A, 3rd Recon B Gy/Set MBYERS ¢
_4th Tla% {Rein) Co B, 1st Amtrac bBn Lty oUWLLIVAN
i Fambe G- T, 3rd AT Bn L. KICGHARDSON
15t Pia%, *0 4, 3vrd TK &n L © Lte BunNAAD
Logistical. Suppert Unit o .\ .
Det, 3rd Serv Bn (FLSG-B) : Lt. WXCDS
.1st Plat, Co C, 3id MT Bn. o - Lte DUPRE
Shore Farty Team I | B
st Plat («) (dein) 3rd SP Bn . . Lt. SUDMA
Det 3rd Serv B : _
Det Beackmaster Unit ‘ (Attached on landing)
- -2~ | ) ®
L
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5. Sweporting Rroes,

a. idr,irtillery, Naval Gunfire, Tanks and dngineers all played

an integral part in BLT Operations during the period ocovered by this
report. Tanks were utilized in a defensive role and for conwoy escort.
Enginesr squads attached to the rifle companies were effectivaly and -
axtensively utilized to destroy the numerous obstacles and fortifications
encountered throughout the Operation, Operation of the fire Support .
Coordination center was in accordance with current doctrine and no wnusull
problems were encountered, '

b Air Support, On D-day 3 rifle companies, the 105mm Battery, the
107mmBattery, and headquarters elements were all helilifted ashores
Initial helicopter support was provided by HMN-363 and embarked detach-
ment of BHE and Ch-46 aircraft from First Marine Adrcraft Wing. Fixed
wing, close Air Support (CAS) was mrovided by the 18t Marine Aircraft
Wwing. It was readily accessible, responsive to the situation, and effec-
tive, Control of Tactical Air was by Tactical Als Controller, (Airborne)
ir olrost every case due to terrain factors limiting the observation of
Forward Air Controllers, Helicopter support was generally adequate -
althouyh poor hitt-time and early morning waather throughout most of the
operation limited it's effectiveness, .

¢, Artillery, During BEACON HILL I, ELT 1/4 was supported by
Battery G and Mortar Battery 3rd Battalion, 12th Marines, Battery F, 2nd
Fattalion, 12th Marines, and the 175mm guns of the 74th Amyy Artillery,

During this operation Sav-a=Plancs were issuad p‘hpﬂy in =odt v
instances and as a result critically needed'_ﬁr.ros wers delivered rapidly.

During the early stages of the operation, carmunications between
et forvard observers and the firing batteries wero poor, but FSCC relayed
s cnly a short amount of time was lost betwaen the initial fire request
a1d the firing of the first rounds, : '

The “..tteries fired a heavy volume of counter-mortdar fire and H&l
concautroginas, Comter-morter fires were gffective in suppressing
memy meviov aitociae  This task was difficult becawse the enany was
ciriag e nuakse of weapons from different firing positions, The Hel fires
i featdvely Jin” ied the enemy's capabdlity to mass his troops' and reduced
nie risht moveusit, B . S

On several occasions when rifle comperies were surrounded by enemy
ferces, thé pridllery Forward Observer was able to control :and adjust
the fiires of three separate firing batteries, These fires were 1na\t.ru-

x 7%al in_kecping the enemy from achieving success, -

Over 12,000 rounds of various caliber artillery were fired in .
suppr t o the BLT during the operation, S o

N
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 “'d, lavel Gnfire Suppart. Initial Naval Guifire Support was

provided by USS ED son""(n'n;'%%) and the USS WHITS +IVER (LMa 536). .

A1l D-day prep fires and deep Support targete wera on-call mesions,

At no time was the oporation without support of Nawal Gunfire
Although the scham of maneuvel wgs such that alements of the Battalion
ware soon beyond the maximun’ effactive range of the ships, the supporting

- ships wet'e ablé to provide extonsive H&I, deep support, and counter-mortar
" fires in conjftnétion with artilleyy fires, R

_ Goordinaticn of Naval Gunfire was eg“tfoct;!.yov throughout the operation,
_ Communications posad no major p‘ohla‘:p and were routine.

'I'he following &hips subpoi*ted Operaﬂoﬁ BEACON HILL I3

|

SHIP | BB - DATES

US3 "HITS iIVER (LR 5365 | sﬂsst,’sa'lsa ~ 20-23 harch .
USS EDSON (DD 946) = . 5u/54 20-22 darch
USS WADIEL (DD 24) 56§/§z. 22-23%5-29 March
US35 OSBOWKNS (DD 8L6) " 5n/38 2,-25 mm
(55 MINZLIY (DD 887)  5%/38" 29-31 Harch
~ USS BIGILON (DD 942) B 1778 B-31 ¥arch .

A total &f 1210 5v/54, B7 5%/38, 643 5" 5K rounds were fired
22 HI missions; 5 district missions and § counter-mortar missions,

6. IFTELLIGENGE
a, Paemy Sitwtion and Capabdlities — Prior to Operation 39;99:1_@1_,_.’

(+, Tnemw Situation. Bnemy ground units in the objective area
iere 1Ce.bifiel o+ the 5th and 6th Battalions, 812th Regiment; 7th and
¢ih Batialics, “Olh Régimenty and the st Battalion, 315% Regiment
(/7% N¥a). Tr .-.Ttion there was also a guerrills foTce of approximately
2000 men operaviii independently throughout QUANG TRI Provinced

(2)' Bnemy Capabilities. It was anticlpated that thé enemy could
attack isolated units and outposts in Battalion strength, delay friendly
forces, defend the operating ares with forces locally available, and
asteck owr HLZ's with mines and AW/SA fire,

b. Enemy Sitwtidn and Tactics = During Operation BEAQON HILL I,

(1) Enemy Situation. From the first contact with the enemy it
waS apparent that he was regular NVA, armed with 82m and 120mu mortars
»nd an extensive armory of ‘small arms, automatic weapons, and ordgnancs, .

4~ e
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Captured weapons and equipment revealed that the.enemy was .
also supplied with a standardized small arms wegpons systen-_(m-lﬂ '8,
RPD!s, SKS's); wore definite redognizable uriforus; and carried sombat
field gear (packs; cartridge belts; gas masks} etc) in good condltion;
all of which was of North Vietnamese originh. A

Captured documents definitely identified two of the enemy Wilts;
cne as the 18th Company 812th Regiment, 324B NVA Division, and the other
as K-9/3rd Gompany, 9th Battalion. IR .

(2) Enemy Tactics. Tho enemy displaysd those tactics usually
ascribed to a well - trained regular force, Enemy moItar attacks welre
conducted from varied and widely separated firing positions, sometimes
preventing an immediate concentration of friendly fire upon the enany 's
positions, : o : . . . \ ,
, Defensive positions constructed by the enemy were well bullt a
and reinforced, indicating that the eriemy had been in the area for soms
time and or had unlimited facilities and personnel to use in improving

his positions, -

Cffensively the eneamy employed the use of mortar attacks followed
by small arms and: automatic weapons fire against friendly companies on the
LOVe, ’ .. ’ 2

In conclusion it can be said that the enbmy was well armed, well-
oquipped, and trained to a point well above that of the VG guerrilia, “He
wed conventioral tactics modified to the point where he attampted to
avoid massing his troops, thereby exposing them to concentrsted ‘ friendly
firepower, - : ) . -

[

6. Torrain and Weather,

(1) Critical terrain featwres, Cover and coneealment
~(a) Critical Terrain Featwres. Two important terrain -
featwrec Wove within the BLT!s AOA. There wers two ridge lines; one .
rimning from East to West from YD 219746 to YD 197747, and one rumming -
Couttv.o s oo Ma2izuast from YD 161731 to YD 188747, Both ridge lines
v-ra usel by ihc 2aemy-as hidden mortar positions for enfilade fire upon -

BilP CP and ouliidif companies,

In the adjective area friendly wdts encountered dense, thick

_undergrowth which made movement slow ahl observation pooke Inons

instance the height of the trecs reduced the capability of helicopters,

providing. concealment for the enamy who was able to deliver heavy fir

againat the helicopters as they : mmé«. into the HIZ, :

Mational Route # { ran through the ELT AOA" offéring.an sll-
wenther vehicle route for resupply,. and provided an alternate method of
transportation when weather hampered air opsraticnse

-5= . o
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(b) Cover and Concaalment. Concealmont throughout the
Battalion 4OA Was fair to excellent. Bxcallent concealment was availw
able in the form of thick, sub-trocpical evergreanr for'est anc spacious
stands of 8 foot-high clsphant grass, Concealment Was naturally lessened
in ths formerly cultivated open areas.

Underground cover was the most feagible protection from morta
attack, and the densd, continwus foliage offered some protection from
5mall arms,

(2) Observation; - ) '

(2) Air Observation., Aerial observation of the built-wp
and tilled areas was excellent when not hindered by poor weather condition:
(See para 4). Geod observation in the outlying areas was marginal in that
the thick foliage provided natwal camouflage.

(b) Grownd Observation, Ground observation was hindered by
weather during the first 3 days of the operation, During periods - of clea
woather the arcas around objective 3 (vic YD 172722), cbjective 4 (vic
YD 140733), ard objective 5 (vic 133712) wers excellent vantags points for
observation in all “drectiors,

The censeness of the foliage had an adverse effect upon
ground observation, causingson cono occasion, a friendly ground wnit
difficulty in ascertaining it's location while in contact wish the
enemy. ' :

(3) Avenuss of hpproach. National Route # 1, open and trafficahbl.
from the DMZtc DON: HA, was a prime avenuc of approach., Other avenuwss of
approach included two loose surface, dry-weather roads, one winding east
tc west from ( YD 095704) to (YD 214727) and connecting with National

Route # 13 the other winding north tc south fram (YD 158740) at the IMZ
to (YD 147603) at the CAM 10 River,

In addition to the road mentioned above tha terrain of the AOA
was crisscrossed with foutpaths and trails; of specific importance were
those rumiing south from the DMZ into the AO4L., ' '

(1) Weather. From the morning of the 21 March to late evening
of 24 March, ¢ . inwus low ceiling ani heavy early morning and late
evening fog szvovely restricted air operations, Alr obsarvation was
poor, close air support missions wers raduced to a minimum, and-helicopter
cperaticns involving resupply, and especially Med-Evacs, were hampered
to the point where some WIa's became DOW's.. The execution of daily
search and destroy operations by ground wnits was delayed until morning
due to lack cf alr support or belng burdened with WIA'S not lifted.out
by helicopters. S -

“From 25 March to the termination of the operation, the weather
was excellent for friendly operations with visibility from 7 to 10 miles
with slight fog in early morning anl eveninge - ‘

Reinfall during the eperation was very slight; temperatupes rhngec

 from 70"to 95°. Humlcdity averaged 80%. Rainfall and temperature had no
. - adverse effect upon friendly operations. . ) ~

. ’ b @ .y
i" * . . . 3 '
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Te Psxchologchgfare Efforté. ‘

a. The Paychological Warfare Tean attached tc the ELT was nob
utilized during BEACON HILL I because the particular area of operations

. did not lend itself tc such efforts. Very fow inhatitants remsined in the
"A0A after D-day, R - L

8, Mission. _ ‘
as Commencing at L-howr on D~day land three rifle companies by

" halicopter assault in landing zoncs BLUEEIRD and SPARROW, at H-hcur land

one rifle company over Beach HLUB; all companies consclicate positions
for night defensive action, Soize objective 1, 2, and 3, By prepared to
sieze objective h and 5 on r.-.rder.‘ ,

9, Concept of Oparat.i"oh's.’”v , R

a. The oporation was planned to allow rapid bulld-up ashore by landing
ona c¢ompany in landing zone BLIBHIRD, and cne comparny immediatly following
in landing zonc SPARROW, selzing cbjectives 2 and 3 respectively.

b. At H-howr one company-was to land by amphitian tractor over Beach

" BLIE. and seize objective 1.

i Ce The Recon platoon was to' be inserted at landirg zone HAWK, then
move west along the southern edge of the DM to landing zone BLIB-

‘4. The 405um howltzer and 107mn mrter batteries were to land by
helo in 1Z BLUEBIRD; the 105mm howitzer battery in direct support of
the BLT and the 107mm mortar battery providing reinforcing fires..

e. A provisional company was formed from H&S Company and attached;.
wits and retained aboard LPH-5 for pussible empoywént, \

f. Afber Seizure of the londing force objectives, the ELT was to ™\
be prepared to cenduct deliberate search and destroy operations throughout.

" the area and was to be prepared to carry out any now missions,

10, Bxccution.

During the pericd 20 March 1967 to 1 April 1967, this Battalion
conducted Scarch and Desiroy operations in GIQ LINH District, QUANG
TRI Province, RERURLIC OF VIETNAM. - - c .

At 182145H advance parties arrived at DONG HA to effect uasg.;n
“for the Landing of BLT 1/4 on 19 March 1967. Weather precluded the

" BLT from landing on the schoduled date but it was successfully landed

the following day,commencing 'at 201430H. The HLT met nooppositiea
upon landing. . '

By 201635H Comparies A,B & C had cumpleted landing in their

" respoective zones, Blements cf the ELT headqunrters arrived at 21 15 10H,

- ' onegd
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At 17 BLUEEIRD wits set wp night defensive positicns and prepared .

to conduct Search and Destroy operations cn 21 March 1967, .

At 201915H the ELT writs lccated in Landing zone ELUBBIND began

~ recekving heavy-ineaming-mwter.: firs frem the: westy - Approdzataly 3

ciownAsYel 82mt and T 120Mmn were Yedoived: mbii. 020150, The 10578 and
107's and 81mm positicns retumed a haavy},;‘mlma of fite upon the
.suspectad enemy mortar positions. The ELT sustained 3 KIA's and
12 WIA®s during this attack, : -

e, _ '
- At 212220H adcitional incoming artillery fire was received and thée
< 105mm and 107mm batteries and *he 8imm Platoon again returned heavy

fire which resulted in cne secondary explosifhe

Company B at 220015H received 12 incoming mortar rounds from .
YD 202755, Maval Gunfire along with smBll arms fire was returned, .

Company 1/ 3/4 requested assistance from 1/4 in an extraction of
an ammunition convoy at YD 215720, The convoy had been ambushed and
pimed down. Compary B, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines was assigned to
assist the convey. '

At 210730H Company C began moving from objective #1 to Larﬁir‘t?
Zcne SPARHOW and Company B continued Search and Destroy operations toward
Objective #8. : ' . , ,

At 211100H Company D reported seizing Objective #2. -
Company C reachad Objective #3 at 21115%H. .

At 211215H Recen Platcon begnh icving from Landing Zone HAWK towapd
Landing Zone BLUEBIRD., , ) L .

+ . -Company B at-211310H was. ditectod to move to Hill 39, coordinates
YD 153777, and ccnduct Search and Destroy operaticns in that'area.

it 211316H Company B reported i‘u;dmg VC supplies and evidence of
recent encmy dead. 10 VG/KIi (C).

At 211630H CIG 79.5 rerorted that d:ntrol and coordination of
supporting arms was passed ashore to HLT 1/ ke

Company B at 211745H received an estimated 1000 small arms rounds
from a force of spproximatley 80 NVi, Company B returned fire and called
an Mr Strike; 3 friendly WIA's, 10 NVA/KIA (C), 15 NVA/KIA (P) and
3 VCS resulted frem this encounter.

4 Flatoon of Company B at 2120225H surpised a NVa ambush and report-
ed 6 NVA/KIA (C), 5 NVA/KIA (P) and captwred Chi Com grenades and 3.5
rceket ammunition, NEhhaEs

‘.‘V4 .

At 212030H Company B received 25 incoming 82mm Mortar rounds. Company .
B returned fire with Mcrtars and smll arms., This action resulted in 3 ’

friencly WIits, 2 NVA/KI4 (C),and 4 NVA/KIA (P).
-8~
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At 212040H & Frag Order from GIG 79.5 was Teccived dirscting the
BLT tc conduct Search and Destroy operations and saize objectivedy & 5.

A " During the evening of 21 March the rifle companius conducted night
Q‘ " __activitics and prepared for Search and Destroy operaticns on 22 March,

At 220730H CIG 79.5 repc rted that weather was hendering mvenent
of serinls that were called from the ships. .

3d Marine Division (G-2) reported 7 NVa Mortar positions at yp’'
168753 and Golf Battery 2/12 fired g mission with goud target coverage

At 221020 H Company B reported capturing 3 ¥¥8 at YD 153719. From
© 221025H to 222000H Company B received mortal’ rounds, 57mm gounds and
numerous small arms fire frem an NVA wit, .

, Ccmpany B, while securing an intemediate objective, capturad enemy
supplics, cre AK-47 W/magazine, anc small arms ammumnition, Company B

" returned the enemy supplics to S-2 by helic_ugc or, The results auring
the period were 16 NVA/KIA (C), 60 NVA/KIA (P), -

Cocmpany D, whilc located at cuordinates YD 173747, recieved incoming
82mm mortar rowds at 221215H. A platocn of Company D spotted encmy gun
positirns and called a 105mm Artillery mission ant. Air Strikes,

At 221600H Compery € locsted at YD 174721 located 12 anti-tank minos
in the middle of the road. All were detonated in place by the attached
engineer team,- . ‘ .

, Fraz Order #3 ‘frem GG 79.5 was received at 2217461 indl cating that
a now grid reference code would be ubilized commencing at 230800H.

CCmyany B at 222230H tock an wmkncwn numbor of NVA ,ui;f.‘ar firg 4
NVA/KIA (C)as - oo ,

™~
e,

The Batbalion.Commind Post located at-Landing Zons HLUEEIRD received
.- incoming mortar rounds at 230105H. Golf Battery an: the 81mn mortars
AN wet e registeted: e enemy positiorsanc’caused large sccondary explosions
q at YD 201749. \ . : : - .

At 2303L5H '(}gmparw B receivad incoming mrf,ar rcunds resulting in
15 friendly WIAf5., Their return fire producsd 10 NVA/KIA (¢,

Gompary C at 230935H begin receiving incoming mcrtar fire ané amall
arms fire fpom coorcinates YD 165725, A4rtillery and Nawel Gunfipe were
callal on the encmy positions with good target -coverage. Company C
sustained 1 Friendly KIA arm! 5 friendly WIits. The company continved .
tc move and at 231000H while lccated at ccordinates YD 170723, overran
a NVA forcecemsisting ¢f approximately 30 =@Wh. The action resulted
in { Carbine captured, 5 NVA/KI4 (C) anc 10 NVa/KIA ‘P). :

i%,.231225 Company C lccated at Coord YD 155719 captured NVA packs,
rice, cloth®s, a. zas mask, ammwniticn, amd 2 Chi Com sub-machine guns.

9~ S

‘

DECLASSIFIED



DM

“NVA (@, with cne NVA/KIA (P). The platcen from Gompany D captured
. ono 7.62 machine gunsmounted cn whoals, with ammunitien, .

DECLASSIFIED
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At 231%5H Company B located at YD 152714 recdi®ed 400 rowhls S a1l

. arms;-, (ompany 3 callet in artillery and returned heavy small arms

firs which resulted in 9 NVi/KI4 (C) and 5 NUA/KLa (P). P
Remrany N at 2314450 continuing movement encowntored an astimated

LO NVA. The onemy was driven off by small ams fire gnd Company C
captured miscellan®ous supplies, and twe weapons, ' . : '

A recently dug ang campnflaged 82mm mertar pit was found at 231514,
at Coord YD 170730 by Company D, '

Compary C at 231550H shot cne NVA whilg enroute to Objective 5 and
captured 3 Chi Com grenades, ¢TI wnemmoans e

e ey (DU AL
Company A at 231550H, whilo ploviding ‘security for 2 dewned helicopt-
ers, bogan roceiving 82m mortar and smzll arns fire, OCompany A retuwn-
o ‘fire with Artillery, 60mm mortars, and 50 caliber machine guns. This
action resultel in 13 Friendly WIA's from Company a. -

Ab 232115H Gompany D raceived 30-40 rouncs of ino.ming 82m Mortar. ®

~ and smll caliber automatic woapcns fire. anc 50 caliber maching g

fire frem the n-rth ond west side of their perimetor. Artillery fire
was roquested, Company D sustained 21 Priendly WIA's, 10 were Med Zvaced.

it 232236 tho Division Adr Liaison Officer infurmed SLT 1/4 that
due to a helicopter shortage, emergency re-supply was impossible at

that tirme,

"kt 2.0750H BLT Frag Order directed that Company & retwn to the SLT ®
Command Post and all other companiss would continue tholr assigned mission,

A platcon frem Cogpany D reported at 21..08#5}1 tiat thoy had discovered
NTVA in green umiforms moving & 7.62 Machine Gun into positicn at Coord
YD 162730. The platocn tcok the WA unit under fire and killed two

Company C made a final spot report at 241000H concerning a oontact
with estinated NVA Company at 240715H, The enemy lccaticns were
YD 135619, 134720, 134720 anl 135721. Cqmpany C called in 60rm and 81mm
mortars and tho enemy was repilsed; while ‘sweeping the area- thay:
discoverdil 18 weapuns destroyed by artillery, 9 ChiCom grennces, 9 Chi  \

" Com carbines and 6 AK-47's. This action resultod in 4 friendly KIA's,

15 frienily WIA's and 38 NVA/KLi (C), 63 NVa/KIs (P), Company L platoon
at 241025H lceated at YD 162730 founc NVA packs and parssnal squipmsnt, -
Tho mubér of NVA killed was 2 NVA/KL4 (C), 3 NVa/KIk (¥/,

-

At 241145H Recon Platoon rercli'ted. astablishing an ambush between
check roints 2 and 3. - '

Crmrenv £ ratorhed at 241300H finding NVA oquipment ccnslsting ofs

cne Chinese. sub-machine gun, 50 ChiCom grenzdes, 2-2.7 Bocket rounds,
15 full packs, and miscellaneous items, .

~10~ Sewr @
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"At 24,1240H BOD teanm reported finding ons 105MM sowid with Chinese
markings at Coord YD Z)S’_?Bh_. Rownd forwarded to Division G-2,

Comipay 3 at 24152H located at YD 169714 spottdd 6 to 8 eneny NVA
moving north at YD 168720, Company B called in drtillery resuliing in
- 3 NVA/KIA (C) and 3 NVA/KIA (P). ~ : ‘

Company 1-at 241300H lccated at YD 170707 sncauntered an undeter-
mined size NVA force., NVi brcke contact after 15 minute fire fight.
Company B called in artillery fire with good coverage. After sweeping
area the compenv found two nese machine gws, NVA equijment, and
persornel items. The company Teported 10 NVA/KIA (C) and 20 NVA/KIA (F).

At 241535H Comrany D reported finding 23 NVA/KIA (C) and 59 NVA/KLA
(P) after searching area YD 163727. o o '

At 242155H Company B at YD 164731 spotted 10 NVa moving in trench
line, an Air striko was called and ‘upon completetion of Air Strike the
Company investigated the area and fornd 4 MA/KIA (C) evidenc®70E+&

- NVL/KI4 (P). ' .

At 250300H Company D located at YD 167729 recgdived appraximately
50 incoming 82mm mortar and moderate smell arms rounds, Company D
returned fire with 81imm and 60mm mortars, artillery, and small arms,

' Company U at 250830H located at YD 152734 reported an evaluation
of their night defensive fires., One surpise firing device w~s iownd in
frent of their lines and was deéstroyed,’ The resulli of the . - -
right engagement was 4, NVA/KIA (C), and 8 NVA/KIA (P). Enemy equipment
including packs, cantesns and a mortar base plate was retwrned to S-2.

Compariy C reported seizing and moving through objective #5 at

At 251415H Company D reported - that lead elements recdived heavy
automatics weapons fire from their le ft and right front. Company D
called in artillery and air strikes on . objective #4 located &t
YD 251430.

Recon platoon reported reachihg, a check point at Coord YD 196737,
and finding trench lines amd fortified.positions.

At 251545H Company D engaged an estimated NVA Dattalion in trench
lines anc prepared positicns extending from YD 147731 to YD 145737,
Air Strikes were called. .

At 251945H Company A located at YD 152715 received apprékitEtely
t5rounds of 60mm mortar in their perimeter, Company A returned heavy
mortar and small arms fire. The result of this action was 6 friendly
WiA's,one NVA/KIA (C) and 3 NVA/KIA (P).

Compary C at 251900H located near YD 725710, dstonated a surpise

firine davieca mnsine L Friandlv Wlals.
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Comparny & a 51915&:’1’!&'&%&. at YD 715152 ¢ ed incoming

60mm mortar and sporadic small ams’ fire. -They rétumed a heavy volume
of mortar and small arms fire. Results were 5 friendly WIA's, 5 NVA/KIA
(C) and 12 NVA/KIA (D), o ,

4t 252155H Company D reported firing mortars and small aims ak 8
suspected enemy position, Company D confirmed 6 NVA/KIAts and 8- /KIA
(F)e U .

A During the early morning hours of 26 M'archi-t%? a.llv.companies were
in their assigned positions preparing tc conduct Search-and Destroy
. ermt:_'Lons. ' »
At 261044H Company A discovered 3 NVA/KIA (C) as results of Artillery
fire located YD 153716, ! ' -

Dattalion landing Tsam 1/4 tecame under.operaticmal control of the
3rd Marine Regiment at. 260900H. ‘ o

it 2614158 Company C reported-receiving snlper fire, at YD 124735,
while their FAC tcam landed by helicopter, The results of this encounter
were 2 NVA/KIA (C) and 3 NV&/KIa (P).

: Recon platoon‘départed BLT 1/4's CP at 161425&1 to search for downed
aireraft in the vicinity of YD 153716.

Gompany D reported moving out at 261420H to search objective #8.
Recon platoon located parté of aircrai‘t..in the vicinity of YD 457718,

At 261700H at coordinates YD 141732 company D reported fortdficate
jons on Objective #, were completely dertroyed. - Company D fownd NVA . -
euipment., ; ’

Company C reported at 262310 that while conducting assligned Search
and Destroy mission, it received 82mm mortars and a heavy volume of small
arms fire from the vicinity of YD 117721, Halicopters were requested
to take out med-evacs for Company C. The results of this engagement were
6 friendly Kii's, 28 friendly WIA's, 7 NVA/KIA (C) and 10 NVA/KTA (p).

During the late evening and early morming of 26 to 27 March a ring
of protective fire was registered around Company C.... No -ther action
was reported. , ' ' ' - . ‘

Company C repcrted at 271018H the finding of 25 NVA/KIi (C) and

- evidence of 15 NVA/KI4 ( P),and numerous items of enemy equipment, includ-
ing 3 AK=47's after swe€ping surrownding area, - '

At 271206H Cmﬁa.riy A "r‘epc'arte.d hi;ving to a new location YD 145715,

Company D, continuing to search fortifications amd trench lines
on Objective 4 discovered 7 more NVA/KIA (C) at 271330H,

~12-~ mew
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Company B F8ported at 271350H that their Y wag tetuirdnigito. -

the BLT CP, .
Company &4 at 271910H reported searching the area in the vicinity of
D 149718 and finding ‘33 NVA/KIA (C). -

—

During the lato evening and early morning.of 27 and 28 March night
activites were inifiated and H&I fires conducted. No contact was made
. with the encmy. .
3 - . -

At 280850H a patrol of Company D at coordinates YD 141723 observed
noise and activity in frent of their position, The patrol called in
Artillery and 81mm mortars on the suspected area resulting in 8 NVA/KIA

(c). .

At 280545H the Rocon platoon located 5 NVA located at YD 191757
ard called in Artillery fire with good results.

Company D at 28090CH 3located at YD 141733 discovered large quantigfer
of enemy equipment and a message book., .All items wWers forwarded to
Division G-2. -

Company C at 281145H reported being on the move to Objective #3.
& Lt Col T. J. WILLIS assumed command of OLT 1/h at 281245H.

Company 4 at 281500H, located near YD 156722, capi_ured one W8«

o Company D.reported that while bloﬁng two friendly bombs at Coord

YD 141733 one Marine was hit by sharpnel and subsequently died at
‘2917000, . , o . : R

: Company D reported reaching objective #2 at 181715H,
_ The BLT came under the. OPch-of ‘the 3fd ‘Marines apg received thelr
warnming order at 290010H to.be prepered to conduct search and destroy
operations in the vicinity of YD 225660,

D g

Company D at 291500H located and destroyed extensive trench and
mortar positions at YD 187742 and YD 186745.

Company D located a mine fiald at 291820H at YD 193731,

At 292310H received Frag Order from Regiment to continue mission
in assigned 40. Company A was ordered to move to YD 263739 to act
as a hlocking force for a sweep to be conducted by two ARVN Companies,
fpom a point approx 5,000 yds east of I1Z BLUBHIKD to ObjJective #1.

mht 300110H Company: 4 was.on te:move-to their objsotive.

" Company C at 300335H received enemy mortar fire at Coord YD 175722.
Commany D assisted Compary C in fire mission with good results.

D7y

'+ Company A reported at 300L15H reachidg assigned Hlocking positions
. ~13- C kel
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At 300550H ore AKWN umit with liaison team attached reported
encountering VC ambush at YD 253753. The 4RVN wnit sustained 3 WIA's .
medeevac. Enemy caswualties unknown, MNo Tuther contact occuwrred. duwring
this sweep, Company A remained overnmight in the general area of
blocking position Red (YD 263739). =

At approx 3024,00H Merch the HLT reccived a warning order from the
3d Marine  Regiment to standby for commitment into an area south of
CON THIEN, The Dattalion was placed on a 2-hour alert for movement by
helo after first light. o

it apprax 310700H March the Battalion was placed on a { hour alert.
to move into blocking position along rcad running east aml west, south
of CON THIEN,wicinity YD 119689 to YD 093686, Helicopters would be
utilized to 1ift the attalion inside the perimeter of CON THIEN,

Co A was lifted first from YD 267748 and the initial wave landed at
CON THIEN at approx YD.311012H. Co A was followed by Co C from YD 1887204.
The CP group arrived at 311200H and Co D at 311215H.

At approximately 2113154 the DBattalion began moving to designated
blocking position with Co A leading., By 311530H all wnits wers in
position with Co A from YD 093686 to YD 105687 and Go G from YD 105687 to
YD 118687 Co D established a perimeter at YD 117695 and the Battalion
CP with H&S security at YD 117692, 3/L; 3/9 and 3/3 units were attacke-
ing north between grid lines 09 ard 12, The FCL was established a. wrid
Line%8g, The night of 31 March passed without incident, ‘

4t O10200H April BLT 1/4 was disolved and became 1st Bn, 4th Marines

- and chopped from the SLF,

At 010920H a message was received from 3d Marines to conduct Search
and Destroy operationswestward to the DMZ and include GS YD 0868, YD 0869,
and YD 0870. The Bn 0 requested vermission to extend operation into .
GS YD 07(8 and was given permission to do so., Co D moved from thelir
positiocns through' Co C and A and conducted Search and Destroy operations
in GS YD 0859 and YD 0870. The 89mm mortar sections from Go 4 and Co D
was consclidated at Co G positicn to support both Gompanies, Co A moved
into GS YD 0868 and YD 0768 and conducted Search aml Destroy operations.

Company D made no contact and returned to thelr original position
via CON THIEN,

.. Company A returned to its original position.

The night of 1 April passed without contact. At 012200H a 3d
Marines warning order directed 1/4 to change OPCON to 3d Mar Div (Fwa)
effective 020800H, and t¢ be prepared to be helo lifted to DONG HA to
assume mission as Base Defense Bn, The helo 1lift was delayed dus to
fog until 1030H. The last elements of the Battalion reached DONG Hi at
1600H, .
~1h- amorer ®
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11. Results, ’ _
a, Friendly Losses, | |
(1) The following isa Fecapitulation of friendly casualiies
sustained by the Dattalion Landing Team 1/4 dwing Operation BZACON
HILL I covering the period 20 March 1967 to 1 april 1967. - -~

’ U.S.M.g.. ) - -
Officers - Enlisted ...
KL WIa MIA oW Kk WA MIL DOW
2 6 o 0 34 230 0 2

UI S. N.

—————r—

KIA WIA MIA DOW KIX W4 MIA DOW
0

} | 0 0 0. 0 o 1 o0

(2 There were no major items of equipnient or inatez‘ial lost,

b.. Recapltulation of enemy activity for Y"BEACON HILL-;" ‘ harche
MAREL A imtisted o35 T
2, UMC initiated =~ | 39
3. Tatal incidents 7
4. NA/KIA (C) C 351
5. WA/KIA (B) 619,
6. VCC - 0
7. VCS 9

8. Weapons captured or destroyed 51
9. Supplies destroyed, 0

10, -Fortifications destroyed . 22
(include Bunkers)

11, Feet of trenches destroyed 550

12, NVA packs captured or destroyed 43

=13~ oy ki)
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ce It wa ﬂlwais possi'bi immedlat,e earch areas
where Air Strike® and Artillery missions were o ted, The
results of fires utilized in close support of friefdly trdops
were always evalusted by area searches, Harrassing and deep
supporting fires could not be evaluated, . .

d. No materml, food stuffs—g or medicines of - U.S origﬁn were
recovered. -

12, Administrative Matters. The Administrative Order proved to be
adequate in all respects, No difficultities wore encomtered with the
serial assignment table armd all items of equipment called for were
délivered with a very short lead time,

a. Supply techniques, combat loads, ammunitiocns, anl weapons
carried by assault troops:

(1) On D-1 ammunitions aml rations were staged aboard assigned

shipping and broken down by Compamies, batteries and attachments., These
surlies were issued on D-day im accordance with authorized Basic .
Allowance (3/A).

(2) Units landed by surface or air 1ift carried the prescribed

. doad as directed by the Administrative order and the Basic Allowance,
Resupply requests were submitted by the using wnits to the AT S-4 one

day prior to the required date of deliver¥y. Heliecopters were ordered

one day prior to date of use, and the time of arrival was dictated by

the tactieal sitwtion of each requesting unit. Combat loads, weapons,

and ammunition carried by troops proved to be adequate except in a few .

instances, On the evemning of D-day the battalion was subjected to heavy

encmy mortar and artillery attacks. The 105 howitzer battery and the

g1mm mortar platoon quickly wxpended their Basic Allowance firing counter

mortar fires. An emergency resupply request was ordered aml delivered

to the hattalion within two hours. Ammwnition was-also received from

an adjacent artillery battery to supplement the emergency resupply. On

D+8 two rifle companies encountered a bullt~up area consisting of enemy .

Bunkers and trenches. 300 pounds ¢f demolitions were requested by these

companies and delivered to them,

(3) While ashore, all units were resupplied from the LSi, DONG
HA combat base, Helicopters from assisned shipping were used to deliver
the supplies from the LSA to requastine units. ,

b, MAINTINANCE. Maintenance was pgeformed by- FLSG, DONG HA. Down
items of equupment were delivered to FLSG by helicopter or vehicle., .
Contact teams wers available from the attached LSU o;‘ the BLT when needed,

¢, THRATMENT OF CASUATTTRI AND EVACULTIONS uNﬂ HOSPI TALIZATION,
First echelon meditsl care was performed 1n the field by hospital cornaman
attached to the various Rifle Compamies and other units. Following H.ald
first aid, those patients requiring futlh& care were evacuated by heli-
copter to the nearest availablo medical facility, The definitive treat-

-~ 1=
[ T W ~
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ment center of SLF was the IBS PrtINGEmN ( ) where the SLF
surgical team was augmentod by the medical personnel of the ship, the
personnel of the ccllecting and clearing platoon, and a complement of
corpsmen. from BLT 1/4¢ In addition, & medical Officer and 3 corpsmen
accompanied H&S Company.as'a #Forward B.A.S.", but this wit was in o

way utilized in the chain of evacuation and confined itself to treate
ment of wounds and diseases occurring in its own area of the TAOR,

The following system was utilized for processing caswlties aboard
the caswalty evacwation ship: The med=evac helicopter was met on the
flight deck by medical personnel and the patients weapons ware ramoved
at this time. Patients observed to have wounds requiring specialized
skills not akmilable aboard the casualty evac ship (Neurosurgery,
Ophthaimology, Otoiaryngology, Maxillo-facial surgery) were to be immed-
iately evacuated to the nearest facility having this type of care (The
need for this procsdwe did not arise during this Operation), The pat-
ients were then removsd by elevator to the hanger deck where they were
completely undressed, tetanus administered, the natwre-of thair wounds
determined and an order of treatment established. The patients were
then lowered by hoist one deck below to the shock and Resuscitation
area where further examination including X-ray stulies and blood work
was accomplished and IV fluid threrapy and other supportive measwes
initiated. Here, the patients wers alsc prepared for surgery and
debridement and closure of minor wounds was accomplished, The surglical
suite,consisting of two operating rooms,was located one deck balow the
Shock and Resuscitation area; patients requiring surgery wers removed
to this area by hoist, ' ‘

Totel hospital beds were 160. These were divided into four wards
as follows: ‘

¥Ward I - 4 beds used as Sick Officers Quarters,

Vard II - (Intensive Care Unit) 36 b:ds for post operative patients
following major,general and orthopedic surg:.cal procedures requiring
frequent survaillance aml care.

Ward III & IV - 120 beds for ambulatory patients requiring routine care,
The daily census averaged 115 patients; at no time wers all
hespital beds filled,

Medical personnel were attached during the opsration as follows;
I. Caswalty Ewvac Ship USS PRINCEION LPH-5
a, Surgical Tezm
1. General Surgeon
2. Orthopedic Surgeon
3. Anesthesclogist

L. General Medical Officer
5. Mavy enlisted

8—.—.—.-5
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b, Collecting and Glearing Platoon.
1. ‘General Medical Officer 3 : .
2. Mavy enlisted - 3
¢, Ships Sick Bay - ’ |
1. General Medical Officer ~ 2
-R.. Navy Enlisted - 15
.4, Dattalion 1/4 Medical 'Plh‘boon
1. General Medlcal Ofﬁ.cer 1
- 2+ Mavy Erlisted: 14
(Reduced to 10 as 4 men were sent to the field t.o
replace injurad J:Lne COrpsman) .
1. Flight Swgeon - © 1 :
2. Mawy enlisted 3
I FIELD—u- .
a.. Forward B.4.S-
1. General Medical Officer 1l '
2. Navy enlisted - =~ 3 : ' ] .
b. Rifle Oompanies
1. Mavy enlisted . 28
(6 Corpaman were lost as MA'B, 1 corpsman departed on .
emergency ]eave, L replacements were sent to the field)
. Ge Attached units n
1. Naw onlisted 8
Due to the frequent 1nclemency of the weather ard the subsequant

inakility of the med evac helicopter to make contact with the ship,
other medical facilities were utilized for evacwmtion purposes.
Casualties were distributed as followse

 IPH,5 DA NNG [ONGHA PHUBAT USS REFOSE IOTAL
KIA's e 3 0 30 o . 0 93
WIA'S 131 6 10 L. 12 200
DOW's 0 2 0 0 1 3
NCI 27 0 0 0 0 2
- R — — - X A o ‘
Total Med Evac ~ 161% .8 1,0 L1 ¢ 28
~18- | L
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% 18 of tHese casualties were from comhands other than ILT 1/4.
143 caswlties wore from HLT 1/he

-
Sigrificent medical entities encowmtered ‘Wete l:.mted to:

1. .Heat Exhaustion 10,ca56s
2., Battle Fat.lgue Zf:cases

No cases of Malaria, Scrub Typhusf, dysentery or ot.her s:.gmﬁcent
1nfect10us dlseases were encountered,

‘Surgical procedures performed aboard the Hosr.l:ltal Ship wale aa
follows: ‘ .

I, Total Orthopedic Procedurcs 26

Major Procedures b

Minor Procedures 221

Upper Extremitics 17°

Lower Extremities BN

tmputations (thumb) 1 N\
II. General Surgical Procedures 9 )

Ma jor Procedurcs 8

Minor Procedures - 1

- By type of Proccduie:

"Hepatic Lobectomy ' 1 nght Henzlcolectonw 1
" Enterectomy i " Diaphragm : 1
Urethroplasty 1 Neck Baploration 1
Femoral Artery Repmir 1 appendectomy A 1
I & D of abscess 1 ' N
N
III, Delayel primary closures - 130 :

thole Blood Wilization aboard the Hospital Ship:

lnits on hand 157
lhits drawn during operation B
Units typed and cross-matched ‘ 105
Units utilized for patient care L0
thits destroy=d ' 2

d, TRANSPORTATION. On D=day the battalion air 11 fiatdi*bhe

LIWC's (Mules) into the Command Group's position. ILocated at tids
position were H&S Company, 1 Rifle Company, 1 section 8imm mortars,

and the 105mm howitzer battéry., The LIWC's proved to be invaluable
in moving supplies form the 12 %~ the using units, particilarly.the’305mm
and 81mm ammwiticn., On D+1 motor transport elements of the BHLT ,
Mot~r Transport Platoon and the 105mm Battery were moved by surface
craft to DONG Hi. These vchicles Were used to resupply all the units
located at Command Post area, greatly recucing the need for helicopter
support. in that area. The mediun helicopter squedron in direct support
was the principle means of transportation used by the rifle companies.
They provided for Med-Evac, troops lifts and resupply of the rifls .

-19= e i
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comparmies. Additional transportation was provided by (He46 helicopters
for 1ifting heavy external loadss ~ =~ - .00 .llig 27 e .

e. Commurications. Commurdcations nets were activated at H-90
minutes on D-day, 20 March 1967, in support of Operation Du=4ACON HILL I.
‘ Communi cations was generally satisfactory during all phases of the
| operation, Problems involving mubed interference between frequency
‘ modulated (FM) radio nets, and between FM radio nets amd radio relay
circuits were encountered. Interferenice was most severe during the
~ early evening hours, Both radio and radio relay circuits from the shore
; became mrginal and brief outages were expericnced as a resilt of
: wusable frequencies. No outages were experienced on internal BLT
radioc nets. ' o

(1) Supporting arms radic nets were satisfactory., Some

4 difficulty was encountered initially in contacting gumfirs support

f ships, The specific cause of this was not det.mmined, however, with
subsequent frequency changes and the changing of supporting ships this .
problem was elimirnated, ) E

(2) The shifting of control of Aix from ship (TACC) ‘o shore
(DfsSG—pONG HA) caused confusinn in requesting and cooIdeinating Ar Sugott,

(30 Planned ship-toeshors commwnications consisted of two radio
nets. LF 'TiC /A (HF).and LF:TAC # (M), and one radio ‘rdday direuit
.utilizirig .the AK/MRC-62, LF TAC #1 was activated very briefly during the
initial phases of operations ashore. This net was secwed on D+1 and .
not activated again. LF TiC #2 was operated on a continwel basis until
the BLT changed operational control to 3rd Marine hegiment. It was
necessary to change frequency on this net on three sepgrate occasions
to maintain satisfactory communications., JFhough covered operation was
planned for this net, it was not ordered and the net remained uncovered.

(a) The radio relay circuit was operational appraximtely
85 percent of the time. Outages were caused primarily by wnusable .
frequencies, It becomes necessary to place this circult on a scheduled
basis (three hows up one hour down) due to downed generator equipment
on 27 March 1967. Duding this period one FE-75, organic to the AN/MRC-62,
as well as the battalion PU-197 ware inoperative. The following day a
second PE-75 was borrowed and the circutt resumed full time operation,
This circuit was secured on 31 March 1967 when the BLT CP displaced to
the CON THIEN area. -

(4) On 23 March 1967 radio relay communications was cstgblished
with 3rd MarDiv (Fwd) utilizing an AN/MRC-62 provicded by that unit., This
circuit provided dircet entry into the 3rd MarDiv/III MAF tclephone system,
plus dedicated (Hot Line) circuits between the BLT WC and 3rd MarDiv
(Pad) 00C, and BLT FSCC and 3rd MarDiv (Fwa) BSCC, fThis cireuit remained
in operation until the LT CP displaced to the CON THIEN area on 31 March
1967 at which time the van was returned to DONG HA.

~20- A
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(5) InteMB1l BLT radio nets were satisfacP®ry during all phases
of DEACON HILL I, The employment of both a HLT TAC net and ADMIN/IOG
net again proved most advantageous, The availability of an ADMIN/IOG
net for administrative/ logistic type traffic greatly alleviated traffic
volume on the ELT TAC Net leaving this net free for purely tactical
control, ‘

(6) Coincident with the change of operational control of the HLT
to 3rd Marinc Regiment, the LF TAC #2 was socured and the ULT entered
the 3rd Marine Regiment TiC net. No problems were encowuntered in this
transition and continuwus radic commwnicaticns was maintained on this
net wmtil the HLT retumed to DONG Hh on 2 april 1967. . Telephone com=
murcations with 3rd Marine kegiment was available via radio relay.

(7) Subsequent to 26 Mirch 1967, radio commnications with SLF
were maintained via the BLT TiC Net and/or the 3rd Marine negiment TAC
Net, both of which the SLF monitored. As stated in paragraph (3) above
radio relay was maintained with the SLF until 31 March. 1967.

(8) Normal internal telephone communicaticns was provided within
the SIT CF ashore. One common user channel was provided for telephone
communications with BLT elements afloat. Two common user channels
providine entry intc 3rd MarDiv/III MiF were also provided. One external
trugk line was installed to the Provisional artillery unit located at
GIO LINH, No difficulties were encowntered in the installaticn ahd
operation of this telephone systems =

* (a) The BLT Message Center remainsd cn board the U3

' du‘xing the operation, All message center functicns were performed fron

that location. The message center moved ashore on 27 March 1367 and set
up operations in DONG HA, ' o

(9) Mzintsmance was also performed on board the USS PuINGETON
during tho cperation, Most equipment evacuated from the field was taken
directly to the LoA in DONG HA while some was evacuated to the ship,

Lt this writing some items of equipment remain wmaccounted for, On

25 Maich 1967 maintemance personnel Were sent ashore to the LSA to recover
equipment as it was evacuated, Subsequent to this date gear requiring 3
rd echelon maintemnce was taken -directly to FLSU #1.

.. (10) Operation BEACON HILL I terminated at O200H on 1 april 1967.
upon movemont of the BLT to DONG Hia on 1 April 1967 all radic nets were

sccured,

"« f. Meaiesl Evalmtion,

(1) e frequent imability of the medevac helicopters to find
the USS PRINCETON due to inclememt weather emphasized the need faor
alternative definitive medical treatment center (eg. USS RBPOSS,
Company D 3rd Med Bn, DONG HA). -

(2) The combining cf second and third echslon medical support
(Collecting and Clearing Platoon, SLF Surgical Team) proved less of an
advantage than in previous operations dus to the breakdown of the chain
of evacwation betwecen fisld and the casualty evac ship,: The potential

:ability of the C & C flatoon shoul® be remembered and utilized in
future operations if practicable. -~ - - :
' “21= : et
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3) 1t is the opinion of the surgical team that the presence of a
male nurse aboard the casualty evac ship wo uld be an aid in mpmvmg .
patient cares N

(4) The medical facilities of the USS PHINCETON, Hhile adec';mt.e,
are far from optimal. One difficulty encountered was: the transportation
of patients among the various areas and wards, all of which seemed to
be located on diffurent decks without direct access between areas for
non-smbulatory @ tients, although the wards of the caswmlty evac ship
Were never filled, Assuming. the.Casualty evac ship had been the sole
evacuation center, bed space would have b:en totally inadequate..

12, SPECTAL EQUIPMENT 4iND TECHNIQUES.

8. Sniper employment: Two man smiper teams welre employed with
each rifle company. During the operation .they evidenced a marked improve-
ment over their performance in earlier operations (DECKHOUSE VI). ey
provided good close-in and distant fire support to the wunits to which .
- assigned. Their excellent marksmanship- accounted for a total of 21;
NVL confirmed kills dunng BEACON HILL I,

13. (X)WUJ\TDERS .MNALYS[S

a, Operation BEACON HILL I was entirely successful, Collectively,
enemy casualties excceded that of a NVA Battalion. Actuslly, three
di fferent NVA Battalions wers reduced to virtual meffectiveness as a
result of Operation BZACON HILL I, , o ‘

A ———

The Landing was conducted without incident into secure Ianding
zones, The distance involved and weather were the problem areas,-.The con=
current Landing ¢f clements of the HLT by helicopter from three
difrerent ships illustrated once egain the fleXgibility available in an
Amphibious operation. This allowed for rapid build-up ashore, extremely
important since H~hour had been delayed due to bad weather, .

Worthy of note is the fact that one of the wits was a 105mm
howitzer battery embarked in an 15D,

NG b. The operations ashore consisted of the small unit engagements
generally associated with Guer:iilla operations, onsisting mainly
of company size operations.

The enemy, however, proved to be regular NVA, well eqt:lpped, and
well organized.

The fact that all wnits of the BLT ashore received. extensive engmy

L E oy cne occasion 105mm Howitzer fire, aimphasized the
continuing nea for maximum dispersion of persomnel ami  digging in;
Btrict adherence to this policy mndoubtedl.v held friendly casualt:.as to
& mininum,

In comter-battery firing and in all opera.tlons, the reed for rapd.d

. fire support and detailed fire support coordination was comfirmed, The
.ability to concentrate the fires of three separatc batteries allpwed
meximum fire to be delivered on lucrative enamy targste and provided.

protection to ssparated friendly units against mmerlcally superior .
encmy forces, v ,
-22m o , “ .
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¢, The sparse civilian population in the area of operations,
the dispersed employment of the companies, and savage continuing
nature of the fighting, left no opportunity for implementing
a CGivil Affairs or Psychological Warfare Prograf

‘l’_{"f '-'/’. "//, -
",/'/ 1/-//" e
T. J; WILLIS
DISTRIBUTION: Special
Copy to: 3rd Marine Division Pwd
Lth Marines
3rd Marines
23~ SR
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HEADQUARTERS
Battalion Landing Team 1/4
FPO San Francisco, 96602

3:RDK: thg
9 Aprid 1967

Marine Corps Matters

Addendun to Combat After Action Report Operation EBEACON HILL I
20 March thru 1 April 1967.

fir -support, . ¢

M fficulties were encomtered in obtaining helicopters due te
the fact that Air Control wes maintained aflodt, In several instances
it was impossible for the Air Liason team to contact the controlling agenc;
This is considered to be a major preblem area, One example is an mer-
gency Med-Evac which required one hour and 25 minutes to be completed, as
a result of conmwications / coordination problems. The SACC provided
Little if any useful support during the operation and generally caused
excessive delays dus to its inability to maintain radio contact with
the Battalion. The Battalion used a MRG-87 radio and had completely
st iisfactory communications with all other stations on all other nets,
During the 48 hour period that helicopter control waseexercised
through Division Air, no problems of this nature were enceuntered,

Administrativo Matterse - - R
Problems were encountered with the system used to request

helicopters. The helicopters were initially based @iedle the LPH and
t7s required the BLT S-4 to send requests to the ELT tac-log aboard the
%, 'The BLT S5-4 was then required to order the resupplies from the LSA
aid request that they be staged for gick up by the helicopters based
aboard the LPH. Exact times for pick up could not be given to the LSA
due to f»st imoving tactical sitwtion of the umits, On one occasion

four heilcey iers from SLF squedron arrived on the LSA to pick up

r3supnl T «i foond other helicopters on that positien, Coordination v
s peol betwrar bhe (LF squadron, the Division 4ir Officer, and the LSh.
The sitwmtion v -omplicated due to the fact that the LSA was .
suyporiing seve. tattalions at this time, Barly moming and late evening,
sgrownd fog reduced the available flying time and this, together with the
time needed for coordination between the assigned helicopter squadron,
the Division Air Qfficer, the LSA and the battalion S-4, caused three

of Yhe rifle companies te miss resupply en D+, On several occasions the
holicopters aboard yhe LPH were grounded due to fog conditions at sea
vhile aghore there was no fog. It is recommended, that in future operations
heil enpters from SLF squedrons that are in direct support of the HLT be .
.l.o:;at;d, if possible, at the supply source; in this instance the LSh, at
LONG HA. - . 3 )

A .
27 ~(¢Z¢¢."
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DECLASSIFIED

SHEET . | ’

T 3821/3 "V 020600H  to__ 030600H |
T g ! o
..N our] M, } DIG iINCIDE\ITS, M5, ORIEES ACTION TAKTN
! \
0814 11 Co A and B are.mow on the rove. 5-3
0904 2 (Fr: Tanks) &11 tanks have have now 5.3
ret'd to Bn., CP, preparing for bacx
load.
0951 3 (Fr: Co D) At 0209300 at B3 795491 S-2
D-2 found 180 cultdc feet of suppliesy S-3
D-2 destroped supplies.
| 1045 i L (Fr: Tarks) Going aboard USS THOMASQN 5-3
will wait arrival of remainder and
{ 1 report.
oss 15 1 (Tot Co &, Co B) Con't sweeping
assigned area.
1110 6 | (Fr: Co D) At 021043 at 35 792484 5-2

rec'd 5 incoming s/a rds from B3
796485, ret'd 50 rds s/a fire.
2 R/ dn 2 VG/KIA (Prob)

1145 7 (Fr: Ontos) ALl Ontos have departed, S-3

?1215 g b210ooH (Fr: Co P) Flat size petrol at 55 5-3
793433 rec'd approx 75 rds s/a and
auto/wpns fire, <et'd fire and purstcd
enany approx 300 yds against rmoderat
opposition, 2 Fy/.lA 3 VG/HIA (Co
6 VC/KIA (Prob)

f)

1230 o Pp2111cY (Fr: Co D) D-1 assisted D-2 unit as 53
blocking force at 8BS 793493 flushed

out avto and seni/wpns, at B3 793495,
Causing light eneny casualties, D-1
fired 125 r°s, 3 VG/KIA (Conf)

6 VG/5I4 (Prob)

10 b212151 (Fr: Co C) -2 trio patrol S/U at 5-3
© B3 8023473, fownd large arount of S5-2
stpplies buried in a hut, Supplies
and kut wers destroyed. Docunents

fornd in large concrete house, Docu-
ments wers twned over to 9-2, Sport
adic sniyer fire was rec'd while leayp-
ing villaze. 1 FR/WIAL

—
:
5

Corell )
DECLASSIFIED
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§UTR LA, SHEET

5. ¥aiDIV 3821/3

DECLASSIFIED

OZO%OH to 030600H

o

TIVE
N our

Y
NOo

DG |INGIDINTS, MSG3, Ml

KCTION TAKIN

i v

152

1524

161

1200

1304

"

13 |

14

201500k

(Fr: G V) 3-1 at 0214580 at BS 792
473 rec'd 10 rds carbine fire from
B3 792471 ret'd s/a fire of about 50
rds, as assibted by 9-3 wit on
sweep of area, Found 31 cartridge ca

fron Chicom carbine in area, 1 Fi/ud{

2 VC/ITA (Frob)

(Fr: Co D) D=3 at 021508 at B3 791

187 rec'd 5 incoring sniper rds. Frol

B3 79142372 asstalted position physical
and by fire, 1 VC/KIA (Frob)

(Fr: hilldale) Frag Order i
Conduct of operstion fron period
0217004 to 031700K, (1) Gold Lemon
estehlich right defonse and ambush
positions, cumit night defersive
{1re plan verore 0218C0H,
to excubte withdrawal, (2) Frozty
continue support of Gold Lemons

(Fr: Co D) 3ecor's helo while in LZ
B3 792182 rec'd evenly spaced sniper

rds, S0 D ret'd fire and nelo 1iftg

out safely, UWide came on station,

Fut more sscurity elenents in LZ ared.

2 VG/iJA (Frob)

(Fr: Tas): foroc Xela¥) Blens for nex|
1. Cottage estublished night defensiye

positions at present position, .41l
return to 3/7 Combat Yase mo later
than 0310004 for Helo to hill 5k

2. 3/7 con't D;éD opns to seize and
clear ohj 3 & 4 in assignad area.

3. GIG 79.5 con't S/D opns with two
Cots 1n southern sector of assigned
area, sSe prepared to support coord-
jinatinz fires. 2/7 will riove to obj
3ty upT swvey vicinmity ¢f obj ks

Taskforce X—ray has rejuested penni s

sion to bLermtinate DSCKHOUSE VIL At

(B) Prepar
Gold

g

g~

1y

4)

0312008 helo 1ifted rifle co. Southprn

zone will not displace prlor o 1600
reaining 75.5 forces may be \n.thdro.ﬁm

at Hilldale 6 discriwimt;on.

i‘;ntsro%t; lno}i‘i;’ o%‘%lt;scx p%?%,{%r

in close prozimity.

DECLASSIFIED

L 24 hours
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5-2

S-3
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51 MARDIV 3821/3

IRET

S

DECLASSIFIED

-

@ -

020600 to  030600H

} TIME nyn ' :
N ourf No.| DTG |INCIDINTS, MiGs, C7omi3 \  ACTION TAKIN
2100 16 (Fp: CTG 79,5) #-fiowr delayed until 5-3 Go &
] futher notified for & A & B, Co B
221 17 (Fr: Co D) 4t 022205 at B3 793478, S-2
anbush fired unknown o.of rounds &t
VC at BS 792,97 ith. VO ret'd wpprox
! 40-50 rds s/a. 4 VG/Bla (Conf)
.: 5 V3/iZa (Frob
0130 12 (Fr: Co D) Co D CP rec'd 1 mortar.rdp 33
75 tc 100 meters ezst of lines, Deliesfed
&0rm Yortars, tet'd 7 8ium Mortar rds
on ville to ncrth, ‘=4 saw muwzzle flaghes
and firad "W" mission On BS 790498,
E
b310 19 (Fr Co ¥) Co U at 030440 ut Fr coorf

BS 794443 end 4n coord at <5 TGLL8L
approx 12 VC vmlked into ambush took
VG ‘mderfire ret'd250-300 rds 7.62,

3 M-7S, 1 LANL VG fired approx £0-140

rds s/a fire, Ambush con't assigned

wission, 5 VC/KI&A (Conf) 3 VC/KLA (Frob)

JCUNIAL CLOSED 030600H
Kaidl 1967

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

T apT 15T . .
wit 3T, LIBET

for derarture.@s &

31 ¥ASDIV 3321/3 Q3Q600H __to_ QLO6OOH
MR, 1967

| - .. - §

i TOME tgu : i m—1

N our| No.| DG iINCIDENTS, WG, (R ' ACTION TAKEN ‘

i % :

q‘)BOO 1 Started backloading except B Co, S5-3

b950 2 Be advised 3rd Figs gzstting ready 5-3

I:1030i P ' Rosalary will be working from positio#l 3
i . i as fcllows from B3 8/,3597 other units
t 1 i 1) re~=in in position to Nw of the
‘ : last position gziven,
1 M 1
1230 ib, I l Completed backloading sxcept for Co By 5-3
{ i
1330 5 3 Fr: Co B) slec'd 35 incoming s/a rds S-3
! rst'd 100 s/a rds, 7 &mm Kortars rds
“ L LaA 3 and 1 +F rd, Searched area,
L58 b ] (Fr: Co B) Fouid cave contaiming 350 S-3
’ : ; rds of link znd 250 rds clip ammo 7.63
i { male gmarch of area,
600 oo (Fr: Go B) Started dacklcading 3-3
[
{
630 B Co B completed backloading S-3
)
i
!

© e e v
- atr—

—r 2.0
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JOURNAL SEALT
3d KARLTT 3E21/3

DECLASSIFIED

040600H t» 050600H

HIND))
Peb March 1967

CMORTTY (YEAR)

G

e m—— o en - L v e, -~ -

INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDZRS

ACTION TAKEN

———— ARES. . J—

-t - —

- w ———

i equipment from ships, Some

Uss IWwO JIMA arrived SUBIC
BAY, BLT commenced to
unload all supplies and

Itemg were taken directly to
tlie USS PRINCETON LPH 5, othex
supplies as well as the the
BLT to the SLF Camp,

Advance party made prep for
Billeting and messing of the
BLT,

JOURNAL CLOSED 050600H Mar 67,

DECLASSIFIED

5-3



DECLASSIFIED

SOURM1 =, o - - ..
3d MARITY 360 ’. _OMH_.?;‘ 060600H

TG
March 1967
\MONTH iYEAR)'
kel -_4-—'-‘--, Rkl -——--k““'-.‘-‘-’-'_‘\
TR T e T —— T ———
M __Im . e NCH A5, 1S3, oqnmma ACT T
e B s, img ATION Taxpy
o0 | 1 inBLT 1/4 disembaked from shipg 5~3
‘ ‘ ind moved to SLF Camp, Billing
i ; d messing were made awallable
i st elements Calle eshore gt
j 7004,

|
|
|
l

A

S = —— e o o gty 7 - e i v e a s
A b ata—

T e e - - —
T —— - —— S . r——

Y ———— .

£ — 1 o

J I

DECLASSIFIED
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JOURNATL, ~"T77F

2d MARLT ¢ 3%01/3

DECLASSIFIED

Q’D&OH ts 230600H

{01G)
March 1967

\MCINTH) (YEAR)

T
Sl

iN

N

o

0.

N -
INCT WS . MS3E, CRDTRS

0730

0940

1020

1025

1025

1205

1252

4
1

|1

. . v—

0

B T S o
. o sa— o - -
. | Ve e v . A WA A W FE A RS A —_E 1 L T

[

-

ACTTON TAKEN

(Fr: Hlldale to S-3)
Ser, #203 delayed because of
weather camnot estimate time

it will arrive your position,
. (Fr: 3rd Mar)

‘at YD 168753. C and G btxy &
mission,

(Fr: Co B)

| same for interrogation.
-3 VG

(Fr: Co D) Refs J #2

——

6 secondary explosions as a
result of Arty mission,

-

(Fr: Co B)
Rectd 15 rds of 82mm mortar
fire from vicinity YD 153728

position sustained 10 Fi/WIA.
Rec'd more mortar fire when
MedEvac choppers came in,

(Fr: Co D)
Received incoming mortar rds.
More to follow,

' (Frs G D)
Search Alr Strike area for

results and report same to

(To: Co D)

After search of Air Strike
area move to grid sq 1773
set up night activities as

! soon as possible.

(To: Co C)

%the objective #3 select best.
ssible site amd set up night!
i activities,

Confirmed 7 VC mortar posit.io%d 5=2
i

Apprehended 3 VCS at YD 153719
walked east down road. Holding

0o D reported seeing and heari

!

DECLASSIFIED

53

S=2
5-2
S-3

g S5-2

S-1

s-2
5~3

called Arty mission on suspecfed

53



DECLASSIFIED

JORNAL :Q'r"*’ll'l; ) “ l m_to
3721/3 (DTG

xr 6
MCNTH :
T agw

N o7 M. NG INGIITKES, MS3S, OUDERS ACTTON TAKEN

1257 {1 10 (To: Co B)

Request you move to Objective
#5 set up as soon as possible
plan night activities,

r——

1305 n (Frs Co D)
At 2212154 at Coord YD 173747 S5~-1
rec'd 35=40 rds of 82mm and S-2
; 60rm mortars, D-3 spotted gud . S-3
positions Arty called in them
Air Officer called Air and
saturated area, Arty conduct
camplete zone fire of area.
now on way to check area. 1

E | secondary explosions due to Arky,

7 FR/WIA 5 of 7 WIA's MedB

l
1310 (12 (To Co's B,C,D)
You are to be at your respectiye
area by 1600H

1410 43 ; (Fr @ C)

: C-3 found prepared positions o S5-2
i company Size at coord YD 1927§9 5-3
‘alsc found sqd size holes at
»coord YD 197710,

——t e S st

e
- —n L

1 (Fr Co B)
At 221315H G0 B, At YD 152719 S-1
irec'd 15-20 60mm mortar rds in} S~2
‘perimeter friendly YD 149719. |- 5=3
}Saw approx 2 plat enemy north
of road vic YD 149719 went te
pursult, The fighting became
ivery close, Enemy threw large
inumber of grenades, Fired A/W
and S/A, Co B snipers killed

3 enemy. Co B withdrew and oaljed
I81mn mission and Arty,

I5 R/KIA 14 FR/WIA

L6 NVA/KIA (C) 60 NVA/KIA (P)

’ M X . i 20T ¥+

e —

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

JOURNAT, SHEED ZOK0H _t° ;
3d VARDT © 5501/3 (D:'G‘S‘i: :

March 1967
{MONT% ) (YEAR )

e

B . s m— e AL e— e ok mma

HES YR e

IN__ O Mo, pra ICTATS, ¥33S, ORDFRS ACTION TAKEN

1740 15 (Fr G C)
At 221600H located 9 Anti-tank S=-2
mines MIAI/ChiCom. 1 can 82um 5-3
increments, 1 can with 1 Chi
shot gun shell, 1 set clo

with blood, 1 dlary with blo
last entry in diary 2 days ago
y gear being bagged and tagged.

1745 16 At 1715 Co B rec'd incoming
82mm and 57 KR rads.

1745 17 (Fr: 79.5)
; Frag Order #3 has been recievefl.

- -

[

1807 18 (Fr G B)
! Co B has one fire team pinned 53
i down on obJ.

|
1830 e | ‘(Fr Co C) Ref #15
13 enemy Anti tank mines dest- S-3
royed at coord YD 174648, exact 5-2
; type unknown, not US.

ot e

1945 20 (e 0o D)
i :Co D at 221600H at Coord YD S-3
’ 184727. Found 1 60mm position -2

and fighting holes, base nla
impressions indicated mortar
laid about &°.

-

2020 ; 21 (Fr Co C)
At 222020H at coord YD 174723 5-3
rec'd 3 incoming carbine rds
from coord YD 170723 answered
with M-79 and S/A.

(Fr o B)
At 220H Co B heard numerous S5=2
woices on hill near vic YD 155709. 5=3
Saturated area with 60 Arty r
and 50 S/A rds heard no more
voices, .

L NVA/KIA (C) 10 NVA/KIA (P)

(Fr & B)

2300 | p2

v e e e r———— T——— i (7%

233 | 23

- S —
————— .
—nrn e ——— T

DECLASSIFIED
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d e / )45!/3

~—m

DECLASSIFIED

® mﬁqiﬁnﬁm&

(DG

~gardh 13

:%J_

AR Ut R IO

'UJ

VOGS, CHROARS ‘ ACTION TAKEN

0105

0345

T . ——— 1 2 —

2 eI, <

o e ——

25

et tr———

-

|(Fr &0 B) Ref J #18
|At 2216000 to 22200H at coord S 1
YD 152714 lead elements rect'd S-2
incoming §/A and 57am rds plon 5=3
down one fire team on opposite
d de of hill from rest of unit,
nemy too close for Air Suppo
Also enemy tried to out flank
ead element on hill, Sent en
unning after out flanking th
nd killed the same, Managed
et pinned fire team out by fi
aend manuver under Arty cover after
pevergl tries. Rec'd incoming
fire all this time, Total incoming
00 S/A rds 31 grenades, 20 5
B8, 30 82mn mortar rds, 13
rtar dds, Total outgoing 1
/A rds, 15 M=79, 7 LAAWS 9 grehades,
nd 105 arty rds. Have consolidated
units and formed perimeter at njght.
1-8 Fi/WIA 18 NVA/KIA (C)

s —————— ——— . W R i o e 5
. T A . ——— T T . o AT ) - -

30 NVA/KIA (P) Captured 2

nteens, 4 cartlage boxes and
3} packs, 7 ChiCom grenades 1 AK447
i!/ 15 Magazine and numerous rds,

Bn CP rec'd 25-30 incoming 60mm S5-2
rtar rds to the CP's right S-3
nk. Ret'd Arty and 81mm lbrﬂ#r

ds observed numerous secondary
plosions at YD 201749,

r Co B)

230300H at coord YD 153715
¢'d 30 82m mortar rds., Called
my.
15 Fr/WIA 10 NVA/KIA (T)

JORANL QLOSED
230600H March 1967

s . . ar———
- ——— — T ¢ A ot O N T A

L B "k R S L S T Y
—— . T+ —————

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED

JOTRNAL sW3mt ‘ . . &003 to 1406008

2L w3 touG)

March 1967
(Mers) (YEAR)

MR LN U5, V338, DRDERS ACTION TAKEN

060600 to 0TO600H
BLF 1/4 at SUBIC BAY, SLF
Camp, Trainigg conducted.

070600H to 080600H
BLT 1/4 at SUBIC BAY, SLF
, Camp. Treinigg conducted,

1 080600H to 090600H
:BLT 1/4 at SUBIC BAY, SLF
Camp. Training conducted.

1090600z to 100600
F ! iBLT 1/4 at SUBIS BAY, SLF

«Camp, Training conducted,

; 100600H to 110600H
rBLT 1/4 at SUBIC BAY, SLF
Camps Tmaining conducted

————
- . mirem

110600H to 120600H
BIT 1/4 at SUBIC BAY, SIF
Camp, Treining conducted.

120600H to 130600H
BLT 1/4 at SUBIC BAY, SLF
Camp, Trainipg conducted

130600H to 140600H

BLT 1/4 at SUBIC BAY, SLF
Camp, Combat awards cermoney
has held at 1000,

BLT prep to backload aboard
shipping

A AR WA et R

s oy 1

o r————— - s———o . . ——.

g -

4
A e L T AT AT, T o mAR— - - e

S

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

GOURNAL SHii™ : ._man_“_.l{nm_
Zd MARDIV 36..i/3 (UG

TMONTH) \;.YEAR)

- e VD — S —

T L ISE
M oUT_ ., ING TILTETS, V9GS, GRS ACTION TAKEN
8 1 BLT 1/l commenced boarding S-3
essigned shdpping.
All emements were aboard by
1700H., Al)l ELT vehicles and
supplies were aboard by 1700H}
|
i
C
S
.
b
! ) i
{ j
o
!
‘ '.
g i
| |
i
t
;
|
JOURNAL CLOSED 160600H Mar 67
I
|
! j
!
!
{ .

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

(

JOURNAL SHAIT ‘ Mt oJm_

3d MARDIT 2621/3 (DTG

M

s d— s

TIME R
IN CZ Mo DG INCEDNTS, MSGS, ORDERS ACTION TAKEN
08L0 1 BLT 1/l commenced rehearsal s-3
landing in prep for Operation
DECKHOUSE VII,
1130 2 BLT 1/L concluded rehearsal ljnding
5-3
\
¢
J
JOURNAL CLOSED 170600H Mar67
[ |
| |

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

X SHEETS ‘ 170 to 180
3d MAR DIV - ‘—-ﬂ-__J967 -
¥onth Year

INCIDENTS,¥SGS, ORDERS

HLT 1/L conducted 2 pre-debarkation
drill.

BLT 1/L makes prep for Op BEACON HILL

.
S

JOUKNAL CLOSED 180600H March 1967

DECLASSIFIED

Lo




DECLASSIFIED

L 4 4

180600H ___ to_ 190600H

JOWRNAL SHEETS
5d VAR DIV
March 1967
¥onth Year
LM .oongn N T
INT 0-%?1‘ s, DIG INGIDENTS,¥SGS, ORDERS ACTION TAKEN
i ,
[ | BLT 1/4 makes finial prep for OP
BEACON HILL X,
1200 1 S-3A departed USS PIINCETON LPH-5
for beach,

JOURNAL CLOSED 190600H March 1967

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

JUAENAL, SHETe 200600K + 21060@1

UM Dt e i ——n S iy 2 " . At ——.

I Rt R e T ———
..-L:?f._._.,_’g"{'l.‘-Tf;"‘;:_-..._a,l;"_{‘?-__,_l_,_QEQI‘D’:‘M’S., ¥EGS, (iDERS ACTION TAREN
00 i1 | H-hour has been postroned
[ [ ' i because of weather, wntil 2014BOH
i ! I
1245 l ! 2 i ’ HArst wave prepared to debark,
! 13153 ‘ [ (Pr: 53 To: Tank Plat)
i | Load elems Co D procead to
i ] uwnloading point. Depart un-
’ N loading point early tomorrow
’ ! t for final destination,
! :
1305 i 4 :First wave (o A launched at
, I i V1301H Se3
1336 , 5 ;A Oo touched down mo contact
; ; | with enamy. S-3
| ! { -
1346 | 6 kers o)
i ,- i [Notified o A to clear 1Z and
' ! i ,‘ repare to defend tonight. S-3
: . [
1450 ' 7 ‘ ! (Fr: @ ¢)
i ! Co C are now at Beach HELIE an
i i moving, S-3
1055 ig | i (Tos Hilldale)
' ’Do not land Recon, put them
l on call, 5-3
' !
1456 lg ; | (Fr: Tank Plat)
! i ! i 0o D 3rd plat hgve Joined tanl}e
' ! { in route to DONG HA, S-3
1505 | 10 i {Hilldale authorized landing
" . ’ ; {Co Dat @ discretion, S-3, 0
{ 4
1610 | SRR ,(Fr Co D)
i {0 D CP and D-1 now at our
! ; preserft msition,
i i )
) 2055 |12  (To: 0o B)
) ! Notifieg of friendly activity
; | Gord Y0 293720, | 53
i ? i
B |
i
| | |
!
P

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

JOURNAT. Qrrm

200608H 2106008
3Q padose >u21/3 {oe)
(RN (YRR
T T T T e e s e —
S e PG N0, W30S, ORI WS AUTTON TAKEN
2130 P13 "Bn CP
! | . Between 201915H and 202015H Bn
: CP, Co A and Co D, rec'd approx S-2
! 300 rds 82m and 140mm rockets; S-1
N ret'd fire with 81mm, 107mm, S-3
! 105mm on enemy Goord at YD 204755,
163738, 199785, 179718 also
L called for Air Strikes,
i 3 FR/KIA 12 FR/WIA
{
2151 14 (To Recon)
; iLand at H-30 in LZ HAWK, Condhct
: jassigned mission. Submit ti
) ' ;reports, H-howr 210730H
! ! —
1945 15 /(Fr: Hilldale)
; ? i iAre you receiving adequate s
, : : :porting fires, are you still r
i j ; ialving enemy fire. 1Is there
! : { any additional support required,
2130 b 16 i [(Frs 79.5)
; Are there friendly umts in GS| S-3
: dD 910720. 3rd Mar Div had a Friendly Ambushes in
§ : rget and is required to fire{ that area,
i i n that GS,
| ) -
2246 117 H05mm and 107ma are going to 5-3
: i i fire at suspected enemy positidn 00
; , Goord YD 185747, { o
2307 : 18 kn cP
i : At 202220H at YD 208745 rectd S-2
: : PProx 50 rds of 82mm and 140, 5-3
i | ;E from YD 185747, Ret'd 107°
P i : ne secondary explosion occurred.
i -‘ .'-
0015 i19 i Fr: Co B)
i f : t 202100H at Coord YD 202755 | ESCC
! | : ec'd 12 incoming Mortar rds =2
; | 5 From Coord YD 183725 along with S-3
§ , : !5 /A rds. Called in 40 rds
i ! Baval Gunfire, 36 105mm rds, 3§
i i i 107mm rds. 10 NVA/EIA (P)
i i ;
{ t
f | 5 g 5
] ~
A |
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JORNAT, Quarm 20¢ Lo

PR DL >, ...'.'.i/IB LD:T(_;'X

.m\;u;"-*m 7y ’W\?EAR)'

T e et et e e o e e
TRV E e e AL T WS, QDS ACTION TAREN
1 ; i
0030 0 g(Fr: Co D) Refer to J# 13 S-1, S-2, S-3
{ i 4 . ?
! !2 Fi/KIA 5 Fr/WIA
0330 21 | | (Frs Co T 3/4)
' Request assistance from 1/4 to
’ tassist with extraction of Ammo
-; from conwy with has been ambughed
; :and is now plnned down. Coord
! ! [ID 215720,
: ' |
0u5 | A | (o Co B)
] ! " lProvide assistance as necessu'i
; ; i lcont.a\ct'. Co I 3/4 for direct Lidisonm,
w5 1z ' oo
! : ! Received 2 possible 82»m rds
i p Within perimeter from unknown
| ! : focation. No Casualties
! . 3 ' o e V'..v'-u-|~pu»w¢---w~.
i ; JOURNAL CLOSED }
' ! i 210600 March 1967
oo
. : . ' - -
; , { } . e
b
i : t ,
A
f] b !
L]
; §
} ! .
ﬁ: ! %
H
1 $ i
1 i -
: } ! :
;|
! i
y |
; -
j C |
i 4
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JOTRIAL SHEET
3d MARDIV 3821/3 - 2106000 to_220600H
_March 1967
N ;
‘N our| NoO. » DIG [INCIDENTS, M3G3, ORIIE3 ACTION TAKEN
00 {1 (Fr: Hilldale) )
Recon will be delayed until weather
Flears. 5-3
0730 2 | (Fr: 0o C)
Co C is moving toward LZ SPARKOW.
0734 i 3 1(Pr: Co B) :
Moving toward Objective #3. s-3
0755f &4 (Fr: s-3)
1 } To all Co's hold up until fog lifts, S-3
1m6 5 (Frﬂ 79-5)
1 Intend to insert Recon as soon as weather S5-3
clears. Canmod give definite time.
1014) 6 | (Fr: Tanks) |
Tanks have arrived 1/4 CP position S=3
YD 208735,
1015} 7 (To 0o D)
On arrival of D-3 at this postion.
Detach Elms Co A and con't mission. S=3
1106 8 (Fr: Co D)
Co D on the move to Objective #2. S-3
: [+ 9]
1155 9 (Fr: C C)
) Co C has reached their Objective 1Z
i SPARROW. @
1215 10 (Fr: Co B)
Co B has secured Objective #3. 5-3
1214 11 | (Fr: Recon)
- | Recon is moving from LZ HAWK toward
| Lz BLUSBIRD,
1310} 12 S-3 directed Co B to move to Hill 39
vic YD 153717. Conduct Search and Dejtroy
operations from Company patrol base
that vicinity.
{
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DECLASSIFIED

'_g;oéoou to 220600H

March 1967

i n
NO.

o

%mmnmrs, M&r3, OGRS

ACTION TAKE

Ll AN

g ey
———— —

— v

[P e e

13

14

18

19

21

N a——

"(Fr: Co D)

At 211250H at Coord YD 196743 found
20-30 kilogram bags of rice marked
Bulgur and donated by USA, 1 amp
penicillium, 1 box asthaml and misc
medications, 2 VN dictionary's and 2
ID cards, | amm bandoleer M-1 type
enemy, VN type webb belt, awaiting
2further instructions.

}(Fr: Co B) v

At 211240H at Coord YD 175722 found
3 VC 82mm rds. 1 bloody pack, & vC
grenades, 3 rice packs, human excremen
and blood stains, tagged and sent gear
to S-2, 3-82mn rds, 3 rice packs, 4 Ch;
Com grenades and 1 pack.
110 NVA/KIA (C)

(Fr: Co D)
Co D is moving up on objective 2,

(Pr: S-3 to Co C)
Keep activities for tomight from Reod
down 1.0 west to highway #1.

(Fr: Hilldale 70)

Intelligence reports 2 VC Battalions
! Jocated in area of YD 171726 and 17071
! getting in position to oppose Marines,

(Fr Co D)
Now on objective #2.

At 1500 Alr Strike called on enemy
position at Coord YD 163719.

Sent MedEvac choppers to Co B Coord
.ID 159721,

(Fr: Hilldale 3)
S5-3 has control and coordination of

supporting arms ashor e,

) g

DECLASSIFIED

S5~3
To be left in planve

5-2
S-3

S-34

Co B and C request
Air to observe (o
informed.

5-3

5-3

S-3
FSCC
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;
2000 3%
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DECLASSIFIED

210600H_n__ 2206008
Yarch  (07G, 1967

LY ey
e DS WS, CLEES __ACTION TAKEN
z
i (Fr: Co B)
‘B=3 rec'd 1000 S/A rds from 5-1
| estimated 80 NVA, B=3 ret'd apprax 5-2
i 1000 rds S/A, 6 M=79, 2 LAAWS S-3

jand 60mm rds, Air Strike

! and dropped 10 tons of bombs,
10 rockets and 2000 20mm rds.
|3 FR/WIA 10 NVA/KIA (C)

15 NVA/KIA (P) 3 VCS

"(Pr: 3rd Mar Div)

: Chopper' spotted 60 enemy west
of vicinity YD 161723 to YD 16)723
to YD 144718, at YD 144718
'gpotted enemy in trenches and
holes and what appeared to be
an Ambush. There were enemy
‘spread out from YD 1771 to 147
and enemy in holes and trenche$
around village at YD 138716,

(Fr Co B)

‘At 1515H, B-1 rec'd 1200 S/A : S=2
rds B-1 ret'd 1000 S/A, 7 M=T79 S-3
tand 7 M=26's, S-1

t Captured 1 ChiCom A/vwpn and

i3 m; 6 NVA/KIA (C)
% e 6 NV%KIL (P)

. (Fr: Co B)

At 1700H B-1, at Coord YD 1537}l9,
{caught VC ambush suprise., B-1 -3
irec'd 200 S/A rds and ret'd
14,50 S/A rds.

6 VG/KIA (C) 5 VG/KIA (P)
iB-1 captured VC grenades and
13.5 rocket ammo with charges.

(Fr Co B) ;

i Between 1825H and 1855H Go B, S-1
‘rec'd 25 incoming 82mm mortar 52
rds. Go B ret'd 18 60m and §
81mm rocket also 500 S/A rds.
b2 F/WIA 2 NVA/KIA (C)
i L, NVA/KIA (P)

i

DECLASSIFIED
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SO URTAL D e
30 NARDIV 382173 210600H 4o 220600H
. March 1967
L -
{ TLAE ONED : 7
K OUT| NOo} T JINCIDENTS, MSGs, ClUiss ! ACTTON TAKEN
- 1
POLO (Fr: Hilldale)
; ! Received Frag Order #2. -3
2250 (Fr: Tanks)
: , Rec'd 1 rd sniper fire from woodline.
i 1
i 4‘ JOURNAL CLOSED
I 220600H March 1967
{
1
!
|
i
i
;
|
|

i aave e te s

———— . .o e

——
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‘ » ®

JOTRNAL SHEETS
3d MAR DIV __260600H _to_ 2J0600H
| —Mareh——  —Y——
Month Year
T
IN ouT NOo. DIG INCID™NTS,MS3GS, ORDERS ACTION TAKEN
0800 |1 (Fr Co A)
Moving out toward Objective #i. 5.3
1030 2 (Fr Go ©)
Co C moving toward vicinity ID 120730 op -3
Search and Destroy Operations.
* 1044, 3 (Fr Co A)
At 260800H at YD 153716 discovered 3 5-2
more NVA bo . -3 as results of action S=3
described in J# 17.
3 NVA/KIA (C)
1115 IA (Fr Co B)
° |Partol King Cobra has 1 vagabond in S-%
Kahki uniform, Returning to CP. S=
1130 5 (Fr Div G-3)
BLT 1/4 became Opcan 3 rd Mar hegt at 8-3
0900 26 March.
1132 ) (Fr Co C)
Receiving sporadic sniper fire from ane
sniper W/auto wpn, S-3
1146 7 BLT 1/4 ordered to revert back to Call
Sizn Permission,
| 1440 8 (Fr Co D)
Co D at 261330H at YD 146734 6 Bunkers S-1
that Adr Strikes destroyed 85 to 90% S-2
of the Bunkers at YD 147731 - 145737, S-3
Co D will check area of Air Striks, ALO
100 NVA/KIA (P) More after check of area.
1415 9 (Fr ® C)
At 261245H at Coord YD 124734 encowunter
estimated 3 enemy at Coord YD 124735 'y
engaged by sniper fire also, Used or c
Wpns amd 106itk,
2 NVA/KIA (C) 3 NVA/KIA (P)

DECLASSIFIED
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3a MAR DIV S
Yonth Tear
March _1967 —
— ACTION TAKEN

1800

1800

Recon departed CP to Coord YD 153716,

Recon at Opord YD 153716 searching for
downed fixed wing airoraft,

(Fr 0o D)
¢ D is mwving out to search Objective 2.

(Fr Eecon)
Hawe fownd parts of alrocraft they are

king for.

Pr; Dreamnour - 36)

at YD 147733 observed results o Alr
trike on YD 130725, AD observed 8
uctuwres destroyed and 8 damaged and 1
secondary explosion,

Eecon)
ch of area at Coord YD 156717 reveal:
tensive crators from Air Strike, Arty
endly, and Enemy mortars, tail pin,
embly from Alr Strikes, Dud Bu BombleAs
eoted numerous pleces of metal. From
Alr Craft wdentified fragaents of
craft weechage (10-12 lbs) ye low on
side and green on the otheragiide
rox 1/2 in thick 12% wide 18" logy
d at Coord YD 157718, Recon covered
400 meters area during sweep of
ge appsared to be inhabited for at
1 wesk, Requeat permissive 2 be
sed on disposition of aireraft fragment,

83

8-3

S-3

&
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JOTRNAL SHEETS

3d MAR DIV 2606008 . °_270600H
_March 1967
Month Year
T "o
IN Jur  No. DTG INCIDFITS,M 563, OLLZRS ACTION TAKEN
1830 16 (Fr @ D)

Go D at 26170CH at Coord ID 141732
evaluation of support's orgarmic arms
scdzed Objective #h. Fortifications
complet.ely destroyed, Hi1l fort with 1
bunkers 90% destroyed, numerous trench
lines network completely destroyed.
Found BiPods for 82m 25 rds 82m, 16 tds (U
é0mm, 11 ChiCom grenades, 15 packs, 3
mess kits, 7 blets w/canteens, gremsd
plus pleces of bodies ard blood and alqt
of drag marks, In regerence to Journal
4 it is now confimed by this journal
entry.

014 17 (Fr 3rd Mar Div)
Trust Point Romeo and Zulo have bten 8=3
(ompromised. Points Quebec YD 262018
effective immed.

2310 18 (Fr Co C)
Fr 261600H to 261930H at Coord YD S=1
while corducting assigned mission rec! 3-2
enemy fire from 82m mortars, heavy 8/ 8.3

and A/W fire from concealed Enemy positions
and trench lines, Aftor initial conta
began to rec'd accurate enemy miper
fiie from several different positions.
A Mad Evac helo was sowned Yty heavy En
$/A and Wpns firing automatic and
ghrapnel from enemy mortar fire while

z\w&ing Lie —r

Fi/KIA 9 A (C

28 Fi/WlA 13 MVA/KIA in
1 ve8

JOURNAL CLOSED AT
270600H March 1967
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JOURNAL SHEET ‘ .

3d MARDIV 3821/3 2306000 4o 240600H
March 1967
’:"Fﬁﬁ N -
IN OUT] NO.| DTG ' - !
- } INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORII3 ACTION TAKEN
joguo} 1 (To Go C)
Co C prep to move out. Co Dwill stax*
fast until Co A's mission is eompletedr S5-3
0845 2 | (Fr: & C)
Co C has heavy wlume of VN civilians 8-2
moving out from thelr front. Designatipn S-3
-1 unknown, '
0935 3 (Fr Co C)
At 0930H rec'd sniper rds from approx S5-2
& to 10 snipers at coord YD 165725, $-3
; Let'd fire.
1015 L (Fr  C)
At 230900H Co C are on the move am S5-2
also receiving 82mm mortar rds. Upon S-3
moceeding rec'd intensive S/A fire, 51

called in Arty fire 24 rds and 11 NGF
rds. 1 FR/KIA 5 FR/WIA

(Late Report)

1 Fired on by 30 man force of NVA. Capt
1 Carbine 5 NVA/KIA (C) 10 NVA/KIA (P)

1214 15 Recon departing CP on patrol to the
north east.

133( 6 (Fr Co C)
At 231225H at ooord YD 155719 have S-1
captured gear at coord YD 153719 in S-2
current action maintaining contact. S-3

1 1 FR/KIA 5 FR/WIA

7 NUA/KIA (€) 5 NVA/KIA (P)
Captured 1 pack, personel gesr, 1 gas
mask, linked ammo, 2 rocket rounds,
corpsman gear, | smre barrel and 2

ChiCom MG's,
133 7 | (r o D)
Moving out to Objective #ie
134! 8 (Fr Co B)
At 231000H to 231145H at Coord YD 151k
Rec'd total of LOO S/A rds during d,

friendly called in 48 Arty rds and ret'd
20 M=79 rds. 9 NVWA/KIA (C) 5 NWWKIA (P)

DECLASSIFIED
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JOURNAT, SHEET . .

3d MARDIV 13821/3 _30600H _ tohO000H
March 1967
o : ;
N oUr| No.| UG !INCIDENTS, MSGS, ORDELT ! ACTION TAKEN {
1445 19 (Fr Co C) Addition to J #7 S-2
Co C in ma:ch met estimated 40 NVA. S=3

Enemy driven off by S/A fire, Capturef
1 Chi tifle, 1 2.7 rocket pack w/3rds,
1 loose 2,7 rocket, 3 NVA E-tools, 1

1of 6 NVA rocket heads 5 packs and 2 cogking
pts. 1 6Omm mortar rd and sending al}

, gear to S-2,
3
11515 10 (Fr oo D)
Co D at 231L00H at coord ID 176730 mﬂ . 5-2
recently dug and hidden 82zm Mortar piys, 3-3

1600 11 1 (Fr Co C)
i b At 1550H Co C shot one VC while emroute

to ebjective #5,

1 VG/KIA (C) 3 ChiCem grenades were

captured,

h730 12 (Pr 0o A)

: : While moviding security far 2 dowmed S=1
helicepters, Detail began receiving 8 8-2
rds and 5/A fire frem both sides ef d $-3

Ootnt'dsomaméhmmrrds
d called in Arty,

13 FR/WIA 6 MedBvac

10 NVA/KIA (P)

#130 13 (Fr o I 3/4)

! joo I ambush at YD 214738 has meomtcrrl 3.2
large enemy force, we are sending eut 3.3 -
reactionary ferce, Out to assist then, B&S Co
1/4 has been motified of this and will . G A

t fire at friendly waits,

(Fr Ce D)
From 1945H te 2115H rec'd 30-40 rds 82m
auto Yoms fire and 50 cal fire,
Cowing from nmorth and west side ef

210 14

Y, Hlaced ring ef fire areund Ov D,
edEBvac birds geing inte sone te &xiragt
casualties, First chopper received ne
fire, the 3rd chopper rec'd heavy veluge
tr S/A fire and did net get to land,

'0Os D and Cheppers ret'd fire. Choppers
apettod 2 0 cal fositiens, Called in rty.
i 21 FR/WIA 10 were MedBwac

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

B — () o

3d ¥ARDIV 13821/3 230600  to 240600
March 1967
e ‘ ;
Iy our| No.| DIG !INCIDENTS, MsSGS, ORIRS ACTION TAKEN
E
2236 15 (Fr Div ALO)
] Cannet bring resupply dus to heliceptyrs S-2
being shet up te bad. S-3
ALD
9
2345 16 At 232315H Bn CP rec'd approx % rds
82m mortar fire from merth east. 81 'h

E and Arty ret'd fire at suspected ares,
results unknewn,

poas 17 (Fr #3 ¥ar )
: When reperting enemy contact it is dirpcted S=2
that the size of enemy wnit centacted 8-3

included in spet repert. It is alee difected
that all recket rds Arty rds and ether
unusual amme be evacwmted to this
|nesdquarters, 1f the tactical situatiey

permits.

Y

JOURNAL CLOSED
24,0600H March 1967
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TOURVAL SHEET
3d NARDIV 3821/3

DECLASSIFIED

— 210600k —— P— 2506008 —

March

1967

b

H
N our| No.| DTG lINCIDENTS, Msss, ORDERS 5

nJu

b

LCTION TAKEN

Jo?ool

08501

1025j

| Today Frag Order Go D con't attack te.

(Fr G C)
At apprex 0700 O» C began receiving 82
mm mortar from ceord YD 135619, 1347
135921. Estimated NVA cempany in assa
L FR/EIA 15 FR/WIA

38 NVA/KIA (C) 63 NVA/KIA (P)

Feund 15 weapesns destreyed Ly Arty
ChiCom carbines (9) am AK-47's (6)

seize Objective # O» C con't attack
te seize Objective #5, Ce B return teo

Bn CP. All ethers cen't assigned missibn,

(Fr G» D) ;
At 2100H Ce D toek intensive /A and
A/W fire on second MedEwac, Estimate
50 cal at YD 162735 and YD 162731 and
30 cal at YD 162727. Co D ret'd fire
with S/A. A/Wand K-79. All Cheppers
2ot in and eut safely.

(Fr @ B)
Ce B has begmm to meve to 1Z BLUREIRD.]

(Pr 0o D)

D-3 at 240845H at ceerd YD 162730 whi
searching area in frent of lines. Pa
discevered 4 NVA dressed in gresn wmi
moving a 7.62 machine gwn inte posi
at primeter. ‘
1 BVA/KIA (C) 2 Nva/KIA (P)
Captured 1 Russian made machine gun oy
wheels with approx 100 rds 7.62 -

(Fr @ D)
D-3 at 241020H at coord YD 162730 fowyd
3 complete NVA packs also 1 NVA/KIA,

t.

d

packs contain personel gear, chow, digries,

clothing alss 2 rore NVA.
Total 3 NVA/KIA (C) 3 NVA/KIA (P)

DECLASSIFIED
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JTAL SHEET

o1
3d MARDIV 3821/3

DECLASSIFIED

—2L05008._YO_250600K0 .

March 1967

o

N

our

nJn
NO.

i
DG INCIDENTS, MsGs, oRmmss ;

-

\CTION TAKEN

1130

1145

11300

130

11340

1359

1525

1423

10

13

14

(Fr @ D)

D=3 nt 231100H at coord YD 162730 D-3
pat.ol found packs containing personal]
gexr, amm all items had fresh blood oﬁf:
them sending this gea: to =2

(Fr i.econ)

Setting up ambush batween chack pt 2
request to . now when A=-2 retwns to
A Co CP.

(F: Co C) ..efJ #6

Co C found Quinese Sub 4G, 50 Chi Com
gernades, 2 27 rockets rds. 15 full
packs containing misc papers, personal

2 M/KIA 2 R/iA

(Fr o B)
Co B ran into wnknown size force of NVh
at coord YD 170707 have kKilled 7 enemy
and e¢aptured wpns, tnemy broke contact
and moved south after 15 min fire fi,hf
callea irty, fired 45 rds good effect,
<ec'd 650 oA, hettd 700 rds S/A, 12

l=79. Captured 3 Caibines, 2 of which

rds, 3 cart blets, 6 ba;s rice, 3 cant
3 pr VC sneaxers, 12 ChiCom gremades,
2 VC B todl. 10 NVA/KIA (C) 20 VG/KIA

(Fr i0D)
At 1300H at YD 208734 80D fow.d {05mm
rd with chinese markings will forward
to 5-2.

(Fr o 3)
Co B rec'd 10 incoming 3/A rds.

(Fr ..ccon)
icecon has corpleted mission and is now
on its way back to 3n CP.

(Fr Go B)

At 241050H at ooord YD 169714 spottod
6-8 enury at coord YD 168729 mo vi.ng
3 NVA/KIL (C) 3 VG/KIA (P)

DECLASSIFIED

weie destroy:d by fire fight, 18 6(.)!:!:{#s
ns,

5=3

2
53

letters, and helmets, Additional Casua}ties,

S-2

=3

(F)
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| JCNAL SHERT ‘ .

3d MARDIV 3821/3 20600H o 2506008
L

i[ TIME nyn ! H

N  OUr| N0.| PTG |INCIDENTS, MS3S, ORI . ACTION TAKEN

1525 15 (Fr Co B)

v At 241110H at coord YD 167709 spotted
2 enemy persons moving south at coord
YD 167707 opendd up w/20 rds §/A 5-3
1 VG/KIA (C) 1 VG/KIA (P)

1535 16 (Fr Co D)

At 241300H at Coord YD 167729 ; S-2
3 ' area_ef supporting arms last night a 5-3

found additionsl.
23 WUA/KIA (C) 59 NVA/KIA (P)

1845 17 (Fr Co D)
1 at 24,1700H at Goord YD 160720 scouting s=2
party found 3 graves 4 NVA bodies dis- S5-3
covered as a result of Arty.
I, NVA/KIA (C)

1930 18 (Fr Co ©)
| Anbush Blackhgwk is departing for amb@
site. 5-3

] 1950 19 (Fr & C)
Ambush Blackhawk is receiving fire at
this stage. No caswlties as of yet. S=3

2010 20 (Fr Co D)
Putting out 9 LP and we are going to
have a ring of fire around us tomght

2159 21 (Fr Go B) _ ,
At 1800H spotted 10 VC moving in trengh 5-2
line, at coord YD 164731. Called Alr 5-3

Strike Air expended napalm, HE dnd
20mm rds, Co B investigated finding.
= L NVA/KIA (C) 6 NVA/KIA (P)

o) 22| - | BncPat coora YD 20872 r