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DESIGHATION ORI I DiTE

12t Bn, 4th Marines LtCol C. E. WILLCOXL 130 fpx

SUZOFDINATE UNITS |

Company "H&S® Capt J. GYPIN Jr, 1-30 Apr
Company VA" Capt H, W. BUSE IiT 1-30 Apx
Company "B Qapt G. A. FRY 1=-30 Lpr
Company #C¥ 1stlLt G. H. BROUILETTE 1-3Q Apr
Company "D istLt T. J. RABBITT 1-30 4pr

ATTACHED UNITS

Det, Co "H&S" 3rd MP BN éScou'& Dogs)
Det, Co "B¥ _.-3rd SP BN (HST Teams)

Det, Co “AT 3rd Engr BN

Dat, Btry "G* 3/12 FO Teams

Det, 3rd Mar Div, Kit Carson School (KC Scouts)

LOCATION

Dattclion CP 1-3 Apri}) Fire Support Base Argonne
Battalion CP 3~29 April Pire Support Base Greexe
Battzlion CP 29=~30 April Vandegrift Combat Base

STATF OFFICLRS

Executive Officer Mejor J. R. GREEN ‘ 1=30 4pr
S-1 Adjutant 1stlt J. M. ALLEY 1«17 Lipr
S<1 Adjutant 1stl¢ R, J. LLOYD 18-30 Apr
‘Personnel Officer 1stLt R. J. LLOYD 117 Lpr
Personnel Officer 1stLt K. A, MARLANTES 1730 Apr
‘ . 8=2 58zt P, STARRETT 1-11 Apr
E w2 " Capt J. B, GREEN 12-30 Apr
1 g3 Major H. B. FIZRPAN 1-30 Apr
Se3 Aseint Capt J. B. GREEN 1-30 Apr
j S=3 Assimst ALO Capt D, B, FAGE 1-30 Apr
3 S=3 Assist FAC Capt S. J. WUTKIEWIEZ 1-10 Apr
E S3 Assist FAC 1stlLt A, BELL 6~30 Apr
: Artillery Officer 1stLé 4, O'SULLIVAN 1-30 Apr
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Seq Officer

Sed Officer "A®
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WARRATIVE SUITIARY

April begen with the lst Battalion, 4th Marines heavily engaged
with a stubborn NVA force in the area surrounding Fire Bupport Base
ftmgonne in the Purple Martin AO. One Company continued clearing
cor and construction of Fire Support Base Greene at Grid XD 758610.
Coempeny DY was assigned security for Fire Support Base Argonne
while Companies "A" and "C" searched the surrounding area for HVA
‘and hostile mortar positions, On the first of April Fire Support
Bass Argonne received enemy 82MHM mortar fire on four different
occassions, Company "A" moved immediately to surrovnd the suspected
arca of the origin of the mortar fire in the vicinity of Grid XD 662~
573, On 2 April a Platoon size patrol from Company "A' made contact
with an NVA force in a bunker complex vicinity Grid XD 666569 re=-
sulting in one NVA KIA. Early in the afternoon the Alpha Command
Group on Fire Support Base Argonne received thirty rounds of cnemy
821 mortar fire, That same day a Plotoon patrol from Company "B
in the vieinity of Pire Support Dase Greene spotted threc NVA in
the open, Artillery fire was called with unknown results. On 3 April
e Llph Command Group and Company "CY commenced & helilift from
Pire Support Pase Argonne to Fire Support Base Greenc under constant
herraseent Trom cnemy 82MI mortar rounds. The 1ift was completed with
nogative. . rcconalties and officially Fire Support Bese Argonne was
closed although Company VDY remained overnight and moved off at
first 1light on 4 April. The fourth, found Company "D moving off
of Pire Support Base.Argonne in a Northecastorly direction and Conmwe
vany "A" continuing its wmovement to the South sweeping the valley
leading Fast to Fire Support Base Alpine., Company "BY continued the
improvement of Fj_rie. Support Base Creene in preparation for the
arrival of the artillery pieces, During thc next few doys cold,damp,
Toggy weather considerably hampered movement, resupply, and routine
medevac flights, Companios "AM ~nd "D" continued their movements to
the Zost and Northeast respectively, Company B patrolled the arca
gurrcunding Fire Support Base Greene and concurrently continucd
properation and improvement of this base. Company "C" after londing
cn Fire Support Base Crecne on the 3rd hed moved Northwest to the
orca of Grid ¥ 734615. Upon arriving on 6 April Company “C*
commenced preporation of a léanding zono ceprble,. of.regoiving & L -
interinel loads. The mission of the battalion at this time was
to0 continuc scarch and destroy operations to the North, Northwest,
anid Horthcast of Fire Support Base Greene and clear "internal'
landing zonos for future omployment in the area, Oun 7 fpril Comphny WHAY
sweeping Fast toward Fire Support Basc Alpine found thirtcen NVA
eIves. ‘
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Each cave was capable of housing two men, A 60EM mortar bipod and
two rounds were found. Later the seme day Company A" found twelve
more coves with twelve 82MM mortor rounds. All caves and the gear
found were hlown in place, That same cvening Compony VDY at Grd
1 630C15 observed a secondary explosion while registering night
cfensive fire, On 8 March Company "D¥ in the vicinity of ¢rid XD
[N3€08 Ffound a two tory dwelling. The immcdiatc surrounding arca
consisted of approximately two and one holf acres of cleared land
which was encloged by a fenoce.
Company "A" on 9 April completed its overland sweop from Firo
Sunpévt Basc Argonne to Fire Suppert Bage Llpine and then HNorth
to Fire Support Base CGrecne. Company "4" rclieved Compuny "R of
the seclurity and construction respomsibility for Firc Support Base
Greone.  Compeny “BY moved to the Northwest and commenced snarch and
clear operations,
' A patrol from Company “C" on 11 Aprili *riggered en NVA booby
trap rosulting in two emergency mcdevacs. On the zeme dey Company
Y of the 3rd Bm, 3rd Marincs was dropped OFCON from lst Bn, 4th
Merines, First Bn, 4th Marines assumed OPCON ot Company "L" 3rd Bn,
* 31 Merines which assumed the Aofenso of Fire Support Base Alpine.
£ »patrol Trom Company "C¥ on 12 April was ombushed by an estimoted
squad of VA resulting in two friemdly KIA and an unknown number of
MVA creuvalties. Compeny "BY the same day ;ouhd assorted HVA 752
gor» and mony badly deteriorated bunkers,
“Compsny “CY on 13 April spottoed two I'VA walklng aleng a trail,
Teompany “C"'s lead clements killed one VA nnd woundad the other,
Mumerows itcms of 782 gear ond one AK-47 riflc werc captured. The
following day Compeny "C' again observed four NVA in the some gencral
vicinity, wounding one and capfuring his weapon and pnck., The pack
contained aumerous U, S. Govarnment issuc items. Throughout the
‘remcinder of the month the Companics continued to find cneny- cache
e . siteg., Construction of "internal®™ landing zoncigites alon “ho DMZ in re--
zone was continued.
Orn. 26 April Pirc Suppo + basc Alpine was closcd and Company "LY
3rd Btu, 9th Marines was chopped from 1ls% Bn, 4th Marincs. Upon
: .dC"ﬂblvutLOﬂ of Fire Support Basc Alpine subplios began being rotro~
! doil fwcs.  Fire Suupori Base (recde preparatory to its closing
' -on 29 Ap¢¢l On 27 April Compvny "B* was hclilifted from the ficld
‘to Yandegrift Combat Bédse, Company "B was followed on 28 April
oy Comprniecs #CY and "D, On the s .ame dote Companies "By "C* und
the Erass Command Group wore trucked to the Dong Ha boat ramp for
furtler “rensporitation to Cua Viel arca viae landing craft. These
two Ceompanies wore dronped UPCOE to the 13t Brigade, 5th Infaniry
Division (Mochenized) on 281420H,
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-On 29 April Company "B"(~) assumed dofonse of C=4 and the 2nd Platoon

¢6r vwpr . the defense of Oceanview. Company "C' assumed the defonse
for MyLec area., TFire Support Dase Greocne was closod at 291205H

and Company “A¥ and the Alpha Command Group werc helilifted to
Vendegrift Combat Base. On 30 April Companies A", #DR, MRS (..

and the Alpho Command Group awaited movement o Cua Viet Recreation
Cortar on 1 May 1969,

PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF 3ICIIFICANT EVENTS

bt

CONMBAT NMISSIONS ASSIGNED

2., Continue Opcration Purple Hariin
(1) Closc Pire Support Base Argonnc
(2) Close Fire Suppor+t Basec Alpinc .
(3% Continue improvomenis to Pire Support Basc Erecnc

(4) Cloco Fire Support Basc Jdreene,

v, Zonducst Search and Clzar oweraticni in the vicinity cf l'ire
Support Basc Argonne, Tire Suppors Base Alpine, ond Fire
Suppert Base Greenc,

4. fBelest: siies "£r interasl dAending zones in.vicinity of dhe
Deprilitarized Zone.

t
3, Provide security for Fire Suppert Base Lrgonan, Fire Suppoxt
Banso Alpinc and Fire Support Base Greene.

3, Provide security for Oceanvicw,; Grid YD 292751; C-4, Grid YD
512722; and MyLeoc, Grid YD 30¢682, .

ENCLOSURE (1)
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0l Apr

02 Afprr

03 Aor

'04 apy

0 Jlpr
06 Apr

At 1400H Company “D" received two rounde 82! incoming at
Grid XD 674573 from vicinity of Grid XD 657575.

At 1818H Alpha Command Group received five rounds incoming
at Grid XD 674573 from vicinity of Grid XD 658577.

At 1835H Alphe Commend Group received thirteen rounds incoming
at Grid XD 675573 from viecinity of Grid YD 658577

At 1900H The Alpha Commend Oroup received ten rounds incoming
ot Grid XD 675573 from vicinity of Grid XD 663571,

At 1115H Company "A"™ Platoon size patrol made contact with
VA in bunker: fired small arms; one NVA KIA confirmed.

At 1330H The Alpha Command Group received thirty rounds 82Mn
incoming from vicinity of Grid XD 663579.

At 1630H Company "B-1" OP at Grid XD 772598 spotted three NVA
in open at Grid XD 773596. Two Squads searched area with
negative results,

At 0200H Compcny 'D* Squad embush at Grid XD 673572 heard
movement and caw one figure crawling which triggered ambush.
Called in GOMM mortar mission, Results unknown.

L 1220H The Alpha Command Group receivcd four rounds 820N
mortar incoming at Orid XD 674573 from Grid XD 656574 while
helicopter was lifting externzl load from lower LZ.

At 1830H Compeny "B at Grid XD 779611 found twelve bunkers
four feet by six feet by four feet. One kitchen area. one
latrine, one 60MM mortar pit, food cens, one cmpty viiemin
bottle, one Marine helmet, one }¥-16 destroyed, one manjuana
stick. A well used trail Norih to South, This site is: appro-
ximately three days old.

At 0910H Alzhe Commant Group reported that at Grid ID 274573
received three rounds 82111 inconing wh11e conducting troop
lift,

Yo Entry

At 1215H Company "D' at 1030H at Grid XD 773604 found fifteen
bunkers five feet by five feet, ten fichting holes and two
traile running East and West and Horih =2ad South, Fosition
twe to three months old,

A% 1900H Company "B-1" at Grid XD 769610 foumd,. :

twelve bunkers six feet by ten fecet by four fcet, bellevcd to
be two to three wecks old. Also numerous trails running North
to South,
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At 1130H Company ¥C" at Grid XD 739607 patrol found heavily
used trail running in Southwest to Northeast direction., Trail
is two feet wide to three feet wide in some places. Trail

was well cleancd and has been reccntly-traveled by small groups.
Patrol found fresh cut marks on itrecs and bushes, Trail hes
steps cut in logs for good footing, It is belicved trail has
been used to move heavy equipment. Fatrol scarched out

area with negative results.

£t 1530H Company A" ~ at Grid XD 772573 found thirtcen
NVA caves. Fach cave was capable of housing ftwo men, at Grid
XD 772567 they found & 60l mortar bypod, two 60! morter
rounds, At Grid XD 772573 Company A" found twelve caves with
ten pounds of rige and twclve 821 rounds, mortar rounds were
old"and rusted-and Company "A*" had no C~4 so left in place,
Brought 6014 bipod with them.

At 2100H Company "D¥ at Grid XD 691611 whilc firing Night De-
fensive Fire observed sccondary explosion at Grid D 680615.
Called for another fire for effect.

At 1400H Company "DY at Grid XD 703608 found onc sivilian type

two story house practicelly comploted, Rooms were ten food

by twenty foot and eightecn to twenty feet high., One firc:
plice, two DY size batteries,; onc pick, onc hoe, all gear
very old, House and surroundings consisting of two to two cnd -
one half scres of clecared land was encloscd by a fence. Dis-
covered troils running Southeast and Southwost.

At UBISH Company YAY relieved Company "B" on Firc Suppor® Dese
Grecac, -

At 1730H Company WCG! at Grid D 718623 lead clemonts found
2ight AV frame bunkers and living huts 2t Grid XD T19619.
uts were ten feet by ten feet . . aad four feet deep.
Bunkers were built connecting to hute. Complex wos peritially
destroyed by natural causes and wos approximatcely four months
cld, Also found at same position a piece of paper ten inches
by ten inches tied to a tree on treil, Paper had Tietnamese
writing on one complete side. Also found IVA way station at
Grid XD 724615. No bunkers werc found. siceping guarters wore
mzde under boulders and rocks, Positiun is thought to be
eight or nine months old. Also found numerous trails through-
out area.

At 0940H a member of Compeny “C¥ ot Grid XD 724623 while on
patrol activated an VA booby trop. DBooby trop consigied of a
holeo oight inches by six inches by six inches decp, covered
by branches dirt and leaves, Thcere wos also a wire lead to

e Chi Com. Whon man stepped in holc, wire snappcd and deto~
n~ted booby trep., Results wore two emergency medevacs.
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A% 1150H Company "B7 - found Tive bunkers twe %o
tarec months old with {rezh chow csns and two chopsticks.

Two troils running in Horth to South direction with recent
Destroyed bunkers,

At 1700H Company “L% 3rd Bn, 9th Marines choppced OFCON o 1ot
Bn, 4th Marincs,

A% 1330E Company #BY at Grid XD 731641 found trail complex
w1th steps and hand r=:18 lecading to hut ond bunker complex,
IThree huts and +hweee bunkers all were rotted and collapscd.
4% 09301 ocvmpany "BY at Grid XD T47636 found cight bunkors
three to four months old several items NVA 782 gear.

A+ 1115H Company "C" at Grid XD 725625 a. patrol was secrching
~at arce on estimated NVA Squad size unit ambughed the point

clemcnte. NVA opened up with automatic weapons and Chi Com
grenades, Patrol returned fire on NVA with negative results.

Two fricndly KIA and one frieandly WIL,

At 1T30H Company "B" at Grid ¥D 737641 found threc bunkers
threc feet by threc feet by six feet, one cooking area four
monthe old, one latrine all rotted out, four months old,

At 2100H Company ®CY" night listening post ot Grid XD 718623
observed three VA moving North about twenty moters to their

mxghkt flank., Listening post threw M-26 grenade and come in,
Lt 1000H Company “B" at Grid XD 728643 found 17 old degiroyed
huts, five months old znd one animcl pit.

At 1155H Company "BY at Grid XD 722643 found cight Montegnord
huts four feet by twelve fcoet on freing of cove complox thiae
months old,

At 1600H Company "C¥ :.. .. *° ot Grid YD 726637 lecd olunent
rpotted two NVA, Pired ond Killed onc VA, Ceptured one AK-47
Tour Chi Com grenados, nna red wallew with TF and
written documents.

At 1958H Company "C" at Grid XD 719623 ot crnclusion of ambush
setting in, they recoived AK-4T7 fire and Chi Coms from Crid

XD 720622 from an cstimated five 4o ten UVA, Rcturned fire

and roturnced to perimeter. Called artillory and fired 81HM
nortorss Had two fricndly WIA.

2% 1130H Compeny 7C*® at Grid XD 71G€21
metors aways, BVA moved closer and appa
Patrol fired on IIVA wounding one VA,
thres minutes. One fire team szoet up
twe went in pursuit of VA, Alr ond artilicry were colled,
Patrol found caves on the hill and cwrefully gocarched area with
negative results. Caves werc six fect by ten foot, °

ons poncho,

soeerved four NVA fifty

rently obscrved patrol.
Fire fight lasted about
up scourity while other

A LIUTOSURE (1)
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Onec probable NVA KIA in this action. Captured onc A~47 with

folding stock, one army cartridge belt, onc ceantcen, two con~

toen pouchos soaked with blood, one grenade povch with three

=26, one first aid pouch with chow and cloths, one army K-~

Bar, one flashlight, one key chain with assorted items, oune

American cigarette lighter, one pouch of Amcrican pipe tobaceo,

and one NVA whisllo,

At 1505H Company "B" at Grid XD 758646 found a cavce with

living quarters for threc pcople approximately two woeks old,

Llso found Hontegnard cornfield cncloscd by fence.

At 1515H Company "L" 3rd Bn, Ninth Marines at Grid XD 743546

found sovernr bunkers approximately .four fect by six fcet by

tiree feet belioved to have beoen used on 14 April, sevceral

i, £, C~ration cans freshly usod probably one day old., Also

one bambdo hut, desiroyed about one dey. "

A% 1550H Conpuny LY 3rd Bn, Ninth Marines at Grid XD 741544

Tound one dead NVA very old woaring grocn utilities with

crnteens ~nd belt. NVA had beoen killed by artillery.

A% 1030H Company "B" at Crid XD 744646 found undcrgxpund

cavern complex with numerous possogoways of v.rying sizes

Tetinnted sufficiently ltrge to biliet o Cempany size or

lorger unit., Also remains of fire one mon+h old and foot

riunte of five pcople.

£+ 1500H Company "B" at Grid XD 765650 found six huts and onc

five pound bag of cornmeal, one five pound bag dried vccis.

25 pvanls salt, scveral pounds of ccasoning, one basiat hed

peppeTs, onc leather pack, NVA cleaning gear, misc potdery,

cne sachette, numerous baskots, two chiscls, twc piccas of

nontegnard ¢lothing, four NVA E-tools, onc U.S. E~fool, twc

LK pouches, NVA medical gear (sulphs drugs, onc bettle vitemins,

ampuls of unknown substance, tourniquects, guaze, ocintmenis,

cne empty Novocain ampul) one NVA cantecn and twe VA dizries,

211 medical gear, diaries, pack kept. Roemnining itcms destroyed.

Lt 03404 Company "C# at Grid XD 718618 found six large burkers,

one mcss hall, - one cooking hut, A7-82%M rnortcr founds and

Tuzes cight to ten months old,

£% D845H Company %CH at Grid XD 7Yifuid di
7o

zooverst. 14 large
bx,ﬂkrs, 101=- 82IM mortar rounds, 5 fuzsg, Sover primers,
: kitchens; cne mess hall, on:z leph“nt skeleoton and skin,
o ot shorty ome thatehed hut 211 eight to ton monihs old,
fine destroyed,
14 1005H Company D ot CGrid XD £99624 lead cleucnis observed
orc VA moving through old night pesition. Rear elcments
set up hasty ambush ‘2nd fired., Onc NVA was hit ond rodled
down side of hill. Ordered one Squad up hill :nd one Squad
up stream bed, Squad found VA holy ond scarched aroa finding
one AK~47 well lubricated, onc pair of NMVA boots good condition,:
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Also found utilities, trousers cnd jeekei in good condition,
o AK--4T mogazines, &C rounds AK-AT amme, one cartridge belt,
oae firet aid peekct, onc pound ricc and assorteld popers.
Doad NVA mescstred ebout five foet fovr inches and e d

130 pounds with fresh haircut, Holding papers ond goar for
pickup. .

At 11004 Zompany “C" at Grid XD 711611 found thirteen thatched
huts, .ne CKS-44, seven entrenching tools, tweniy M-1€ naga-
zines; three trip flares, 400 20 cal., machine ;un rounds,

500 M-1C rounds, two Chi Com grenades, one porscnnel mire
without fuze, 1/4 nile Comm - wirc, two hclmets, two saws,
twelve piglets, eight bunkers for living and cooking., one 82MM
iovear round, threc fuzes, two pineapple type grencdes,
eesorted medical pills (Paregoric and Quinine), assorted $ocols
(2w 2nd hammer), four bundles pungi stekos, fifty assorted
wovea baskets. Activity within past ton days. NVA drove out
Iontegnards. All bunkers and huts destroyed; pigs killcd,

W-16 wrzagines ond E-tools rotrioveds other goar destroyed,

4% 1100H Company "C" Co " found approximately
five cores of corn at Grid XD 709615. Also found tapped water
~prieg with metal piping on small sink, onc smell grove, ond
oo Hontegnard greve.  Water system dostroned; rrave left intact.
L% 1430 Company *1B™ at Grid ¥ 755 650 fovnd 300 pounds -
ssorind grain(rough,), -u¢ corpsmare basic unit with misc,
rags of unknown %PC, diaries believed 1o have belornged +to

1, T7piet Montegnard cooking untensils, one mod2? 98

.+, owe French 7.5MM rifle modcl 1936. ltemg were foend in one
ryesn conplex-with entrance six fret by .threc fre*, dartb rnknown
Fodasced 211 mediecol geor end diary for delivery 1o §-2,
wiszes retained by finderss grain retoinad for pickup,
+0 14501 Company "L" 3rd Bn, Ninth Marinoes at Grid X0 TiRnn0
olscrved thrcee people herding threec water buifrio n% Tvis

XD 'IT7557 wovirg in Northeast direction throvgh +t211 clephnni
gress. Pixed wing and gunships were callcd it negriive
remlie,
£% 15001 Coupony YC" at Grid XD 589622 {uund a sovo four feet
v tour feet by six feot conioining iweo zvoles, tac hoern,

10 melons; ond some corn cobs, Contiay 0% % Crid 5

3615 found fences and ladder. Comprmy “CY ot Geid XD

5519 dound two caves and cne tlhoished hut.  One orva :
onfrinod one hoe, one NV.L tonnis shoe, one rice hag and two
beds,  Compony “C" o4 Qrid IT 831€:8 saw old £rass nooge
ahoud 30 fent from the cliff basc cnd several broken %oold,
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At 1300H Company ¥C' at Grid %Y 690623 found a cave complex

and six gross huts, six caves 100 feeot doep with-ten fcet by
eight feet opening. Also 2 ladder to the center of the hut
complex. Thore were smaller man~-mple tunnels comncoting the
larger coves. The smaller coves were ot connccteds Also
found pack goods, rusted AK~-47 magazines, helmcts, officcrs

ID card, three month old NVA newspaper, and 100 pounds of rice.
A% 0930H Comprny "C" at Grid XD 699621 found one HVA body

eight doys old badly deccomposcd, ona NVA rodio with ;/63-661356~
251.A on theaname plate, radio head sct with a wirc ontennoc
battery D-63, pock ond cartridge belt, poncho, sleeping bag,
one Chi Com, 5 doys rations, one pith helmet ~nd sulpha powder,
A+t 13500 Company "L" at Grid XD 729552 found threc grass huts
five feet off the ground, iwo complete, one just frame, two
months old. Also found one pair trouscrs, two shirts, one belt,
fish netting wnd baskets.

At 1655H Company "L 3rd Bn, Oth Marinecs ot Grid XD 742546
tncovered 14 NVA 60MM rounds two months old, Io fuzes or
incremonts ware found.

At 1230H Company "B™ at Grid XD 729648 sighted onc NVL.

with pocke Fired 60MM and ortillery but unchle tc coafirm
kill. TFluched one black leopard 400 metcrs from base of hill, Yed
pard woe approximately 300 pounds an@.six feet long,

At.0940H Company "L¥ 3rd Bn, 9th Marines at Crid XD 738534
found one 82I'M mortcr pit one month old, imside pit found

six empty increment cans, eight empty 82HM wor head cans, one
trail two feet wide Norith to South direction. OCn troil found
five bunkers and one obscrvation towcr,

Lt 1000H Compony LY 3rd Bn, 9th Marines at Grid D 721531
while on patrol came upon onc tunncl ten to twelve feot deep,
Point man fell in and hod tc be medevoced, Taticnl smoke piaced

- in:dbubnel.to ekeckiit, = . . Scquad sont two nen to

check it out and come undeor gascs from smoke ond wore asphyxiatec
At 1130H Company "B® at 09307 .t Grid XD 718643 found four
LK~4T rifles, one RPG=~T burued and destreyed by fire. Found
Belguim medical supplies, personnl effcets and 782 ggar °
mlo.ﬂgiw to c*'S?ll Ry Dy \II‘.. Mecicine .dGS'bI‘oyed 3

At 15301 Pire Suppurt -Besc Alplie cvleselds UOlpeuay L' Jwd

Bn, 9th Morines dropped OPCON to parent rcgiment.

Ho Entry

At 0340H the Commanding Officcr of Company "BY at Vandegrift
Cembat Base houard a shot apparcntly coming from the lst Bn,

4th Marincs transient area. Drrve-6 ond Bravo-26 werc awakened
and proceeded immediately to the transient arce. [Enroutc they
heard & sceond shot. On arrival, they noted that

TCLOSURE (1)
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28 by PSN33E

29 Ay

30

~
Y

atbenpting ) comalt swdeics, T=U33E6 Lacd an M-=l¢ ajainst
> Jewie  Dirdng the atte o Cisarm him bhe rifle (ischur-
2=330, SIR renort subuditer. Coupon T5W sssuasc.
/ r.«lc -J&-Lle.
gy OY 1iftv to Vancepriit Cumbat bHose coumonced
80" 1ifh to Vanfe rift Jonbat Lase coupleted
- WD 1ift comenced
et 1ify for Crva Viet
BCR it for Cus Vied
qpoany DR 1iit completed
sanies "CW and MDY arrived av Gva Vieb.

lumer
'fec’ Tedd

: 13155: :
L 13306
Lt 14205
L% g2qr
L% Ubb
&b 1030 Coug
&% 10005 1sb - v, Lth darines assvisc Thui of the Cua Vied wil,
Cmly, vooonvicw, and liyLoc,

Apr L% 1C00L Coipery "BY relieved of Syerrow rewl/vald wa.ls

CASUAL: TS 1 FIICTED Op Tl ERedY

WVA ACTA 4
WY& /O )
VC/KTA 0
VC/70d 0

FRILNDLY, GASLALTTES SUSTATNED

KIA 1
WIA 19
e 0
Won Yostile Deaths 1
wnC 90
MIA 0
DLT 0

2o Gengrel Filitory subjects and 0S m‘"n:mu for the month of Lpril
for Sqrad, .le coon, anc. Company size vnlts was liudted bacfnse
the 2 uux,lio.n). was ceplo‘ eC in the Lisld condueting uperabions
throv hout the lortinestern I Coros area,

be 4131 replacemcnts received comprehensive indoctrinetion brietfings
in accordance with the Batbtalion SUY for Re placeaweirt Trainin;,
Brcl rexiecenent fired his T/0 weapon for femilicsdizetion.

ELGIOSURE (1)
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c. DUNIT TRAINI
FAN firing of Orgonic Weapons 18 liours
Radio AN/PRC~25 and Communications Procecdure 9 Hours
Preventive Maintenrnce, Communicotions Bquipment 3 Hours
8112! Mortar Cun Drill 35 Hours
Night Firing 81MH Mortar 15 Hourg

d., Officer ond Staff Nontdmmisaifomed. Officcrs Praining was not

~conducted during the month of April, duc tc the tacticnl situction,

e. Nuclear, Biclogical and Choemical warfore training was net con—
ducted during the month of April due 1o the tactical situation.

6. PIRE SUPPORT {

During the month of’Aprll the Battalion oper“tcd in thc Purple

HMartin Ares of Oporatlon.

Communication- wassa significant problcm becausc of terrain
configuration and was overcome by the usc of a dircetioncl antenna.
Relays were put on Fire Support Base Russoll ond Pire Support Basc
¥eville to enhance communication w1th the fire dircction contor ot
at Vandegrift Combot Base,

When this Battelion moved from the viecinity of Fire Support Basc
Lrgonna the Save-A~Plane clearances werc returncd to Regimental cone~
4rol.

:CLO SURE (1)
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7. AIR SUPPORT

a, Fixcd Wing
(1) Cicse Air Support, Twenty seven flights were run in the
Bettalion area of operations this month.
(2) Aerisl Observers, Aerial Observers were uscd 19
lAericl Surveillance missions.
(3) TPQls. Mifty eight TPQ's were rquested this month esun tventy
six were hit,

i om

(4) Tilumination. Illuminction was not used during the wmouiic o
: Aprit.

b. HELICOPTER SUPPORT
(1) Troop Lifts

a Pompany 8ize 111ts 9
(b) Platoon size lifts 14
(2) Mod EBvacs
“Emergency Medevacs T
(bi Priority Medevacs 5
Routine Medevacs 17
(3) Time Lapse for Medevacs
(a) Emorgency 4 Hour
(b) Priority 1 Hour
(¢) Routine . - 2 Hours

(4) C 2nd C Fliehts
Three helicopter flights were used for Command and Liaison
end Heconnaissance missions during the month of April.

8. IIMELLIGENCE

a. Dnomy

During the month of April the lst Bn, 4th Marincs participated

in operctions against the enemy from Firc Support Base Argonne

and Firc Support Base Greenc. Wuring the first port of the

month the Battalion was ongoged with the cnemy in thoe vieinity

of ¥irc Support Basc Argonno. Fire Support Basc Argonne rcecived
modcr - te hostile 82MH mortar fire., Ground contac?d cocurrcd in
©the vicinity of Hill 1154 Grid XD £63578. During the construction
and activetion of Fire Support Dasc Greone there werce no contocts,
During the latter port of the morth companies operating in the
vicinity of Fire Bupport Basc Groone made light ond sporadic
contoct with small two to four mon groups of the cunemy. MThe

cncny aleo usced onc booby trap agoinst tho Buttrlien. There were
numercns finds of old and unused hnﬂ“aru wiii no cvidence of recent
activity.

WICLOSURE (1)
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Total cnemy KIA confirmed for the month of April wos four.

Heizthor

The wowther consisted generally of hot and humid deys ~nd mederate-
1y cool nights with tempirotures ronging from 109 degres during the
day to €U degrees at night, During the Tirst fow deys v April
therc were o fow cool nights with light roin ocourrfing-during the
doy. Throughout April therc were several short peoriods of intbonse
heovy roin fall of short durcation.

Ters noin

Thie terrain consists of steop shorply rising mountoins aith
topograkhical crests ronging from 700 meters to 1550 moters. Bo
underbruch and thick vege tatlon was cncountored throughout the AC.
with Scvennal grass in low arcas ranged from four fuet to fifdcen
feew hipgh, There arc numcrous small feeder strecms running in all
dircetions which providc potablc water,

Fnemy Tquipment Coptured and Destroyed
(1) 8mall Arms Ammo

50 Cal 400 rounds
AK~47 60 rounds
5.56 500 rounds

(2) Mortor wounds:’” i ‘o
821 1.

60 -

¢

Henpons

60 Horior Bipcd
AK-47 Riflos

7,62 Mauser Modcl 98
7.5 French Model 1936
T,3. Ii-ld

(4) tin-e,
Chi Cuo drenodes

U.S. i-20 Gronadoes
Anti Porsonncl lMino

—
Lo
S~

[N T S gy

Domoliticns, Explosives

[ VAN

(5) Bedisal Supplics
Mircolloneous small cmountso

TFTCLUBLIL |

ey

2

)

-

15

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

9. PCYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE

411 psychiological warfere operations were corndusbed by o higher
"Bochelon.

10, CIVIL AFFAIRS

Due to the tactical situotion and the lack of civiiian popnliction
in the arcea of oporatione thore werc no opportunitices to couducv
civil affszirs operations this month., This Battalion maintoins o
plan for conducting civil affairs assistancce., This plan will be
implementcd where appropriate and activatcd when the tactical
situaticn permits.

!"ligmosunm (1)
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COMITUNICATIONS

Durihg the month of April thh Communicaticns Mlntoon continued
to provide minimum essential communiczition scrvices te the
administrative sections of the rear clements cnuamp:d ot Vande--
grif* Combat Basgz and Quang Tri, while tacticsl communications
were provided for the Alphe and Brevo Command Groups during the
Operazion Purplc Martin, Operations in mountainows torrcoin hos
reaffirncd the roquirment for thorough prior planning cnd cioge
liainon within the Battalion, Lins of sight propagation charac-
teristics of VHF equipment employed hag necessitated the attoch-
ment of personncel to other Fire Support Basee to act as relay
atations, Reaction time and accurncy are slightly degrad-id whon
using this technique.

A, MESSACT CENTER
The Buttallon Message Center still maintoins a forward
shop that assures prompt distribution of messagc traffic to
the stoff sections, They also provide shacklc sheets and brevi
codes for the radio operators.

b. BLDIO
The Redio Scction continues it mission of meintaining
communications with all clements through the use of radio rc-
lay at Hill 950 and Fire Support Base Neville. Twenty four
nets arc ¢lso maintained ot Vandegrift Combat Base and in the
rear at Quong Tri.
The PRC-88 was introduced into field use this month,. It
ig 21111 being tested and has not beon phased in for permancunt
use,
«, COVIRED CIRCUIT
The KY-38 and PRC~-T7 arc being extensively used by this
Commend. Many limitations arc caused by our holding on.y ona
PRC-T7 at this time,

""The wire scetion is maintaining only one switcnbonrd, in

“he Dattalion ferward arca, This scction alsc s responsible

o1 the clectrical lines that are now in our oven.
3] ]LLU’)"“RO'\* CS RUPAIR

e Biccsronics scotion COntlnuus wo piovide secoad ochelcn
mointencnce in the support of the Command cnd its attacmncents,
L fecknician is with the forward clemonts of the commasd at
all tiwes to provide immedizte repalr when cannble.

'LCAL SHORTAGES

“The ¢0¢1ow1ng Tritical shortages of ¢loctroniss ropajr
parts iz noted: A=~9, A=10, and 21 for the PRC-25. The UG-
255'3 for the RC=-292's are also critie=l.
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- TUPPLY
(1) 2ass 1, ALl Class 1 was drawn ot Vandegri®t Combati Basc
ir support of oporaiions. The Lattalion Mens Hall erVQd
VRE ratlons tires times doily at Vand:grif+ Combat Basc.
(2) Class II. Battclior Supply operated ' at Quang Tri with
FL3G-B a5 the contact for sorvice and supriy. Class Ii
creanie issue points remain at Vandegrift 4o cut time in
wrengfor of cargo from Quang Tri to Va ondegrift. Shoriages
in the followirg items were e pellpncnd during this periogd.
Fozzioe, covers (water buffelo)
Picl 'j; AP RS
H-16 magazines
Y-16 clcunlng rods
Sent, utility
(3) Class ITI. Class III was adequatc at Vundcgrlft.
(1) Llops IV.  Class IV wae adequate ot Vandegrift,
(5) Cless ¥ Class V was adequate at Vandegrift,
Yo Irars Sehion

[2% nor

1) Organic. During this month the M=151A), M-274L1, end the
I-37B1 were used for rosuppiy and administrative runge as

Vardogrift and Quang Tri Combot Dasce,

P Zupport,  Division Motor Troncpors furnishad iransportation

v Gelivery of Class II supplics and personnel. from

Q:,ag Leiche Tasdegrift,  Third Foson Transrery Battalion

suipovted the Battatlion on o dnily busis.

S. Ergjrruv arpent Tesme provided the Dadtalion widh lemoiition
cavebiibios,

T 2T
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13. CERSOMHEL AID ADMINISTRALIOL!

Lverese lonthly Strength
TSMC USH
OFF EyL OFF ENL

3.5 151 T2

Casvalties by Catepgory

KIA 1
WIA 19
Hon=lTostile Doaths 1
DO 0
WBC 90
MIA 0
DAT 0

Awerds During the reporting period 1 Lronze Star, 1 Nevy Achievenent
Hocel, 10 Purple Hearts and 7 Vietnemese Crosses of Gallantry were
presenteds The folluwing type aarcs were processed recomencing
approvals

Tavy Cross 1
Silver Star L
Bronze Ster 11

Havy Commencation Mecal 11
Navy Lehievemend Medal 60
furple Heart 19
oG 22

Discinline The mumber of disciplinery cases acted uwpon or pending

zceticn is as follows:

Court-iertial/idnin Discherges/Luvestigations

Art 32 - Fending L
Ayt 32 - Completed 1
Special Courts-iartial 0 fencing
ENCIOSURE (1)
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Special Couris-lMartial 3 Complcted

Summary Courts-Martial 0 Pending

Summary Courts-Martial 2 Completed

Admin Discharges 0

Non-Judicial Bunishments

Battalion Commander 1

Company Commanders 4

Morale Continued to Be High

The Battalion utilized the following out of country R&R Cuotas
for the month of April:

Bangkok 16 . Penanpg 0
Hawaii 21 Singapore 5
Hong Kong 12 Okinawa 3
Xuala Lumper 2 Sydney 15
Taipei 8 Tokyo 6
lfanila 2

During the month the following promotions were offected:

Private to Private First Class 4
Private First Clase t¢ Lance Corporal 30
Corporal to Sergeant 6
Sergeant to Staff Sergeant 3
Staff Sergeant to Gunnery Sergcant 4

During the month the following promotions werc of:iccted meritor—
iously:

Lance Corporal thCorporal 5

RoLIGIOUS SERVICES AND PERSOUAL ASSISHANCE

a. Spiritual coverage was given to the Battalion during thc month
of April in the field and at our rear areas,

b. 4 total of thirtcen Protestant Services were conducted witlh
an attendance of 474 and 322 receiving Communion,

¢. & total of seven Roman Catholic Masseg were conducted with an
attendance of 213.

d. Four Protestant Scrvices were conducted for other Units with
an attendance of 43 and 40 rcceiving Communion,

e. Visgits werer made to the 3rd Medical Dattnolion, and USS REFOSE,

TIOLOSURE (1)
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15.MEDICAL AND DENTAL AFFAIRS

a.

C.

dl

T——

The total number of visits to the Datitalion Aid Station during
the month of April was 1334.

b. Provalent medical entities encountered were:

Gonorrhea 5 Rat Bites 2
Diarrhea 44  FUO 20
Malaria : 5 Dermatological 323
URI 76 conditions

NP Disorders 10 Heat Casuslties 30
Hepatitis 0 NSU 1l

411 suspeoted and confirmed cascs of Vencral Discase:rwere given
anSTS in accordrnce with MANMED 22-18 and the resulis entered
in the individuglat health record.

A %otal of 195 patients werc referred to 3rd ledioal Battalion,
3rd Marine Division (Rein) IMP. Of thesec referred, the
following wore consults:

ENT 1 Intcernel Medicine 1
Urology 1 Dermatology 6
Surgical 6 Orthopedics 40
up 1
(1) Following referrals were mnde tos

NSA DalNang 1

USS SANCTUARY 10

USS RTPOSE 9

(2) Total patients refirred for dental treatments 139
The following is a breakdown of casualtice encountered for the
months

KI4 1 WHD 1
WIA 19 DOW 0
NIL 0 NBC 90

Weekly malaris prophylexis was continued with the usc of Ualcro~
guine-Primaquine tablets in the Battalion rear area, Daily
malaria vrophylaxis was continued with use of Dapsone in con-
juction with weckly use of Chloroquine~Primoguine iy Battaliou
forward arcsz,

TITCLOSURE (1)
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g. Sanitation Inspection was held daily, and weekly in accordance
with Art. P6000,4D in the Battalion area (Vandegrift Combat
Base and Quang Tri). Sonitary facilitics, ot present are consi-
dered highly sotisfactory.

h, Two Battnlion Aid Stations wore maintained during the month
© of April. A% forward BAS consisting of a Battalion Surgeon znd
eleven Hospital Corpsmen located a Vondegrift Combat Basc and
a sccondary BAS located at Querig Tri, consisting of fon Hospital
Corpsmen. All injuries and Malaria cencounterg wore treated
by the line compony Corpsman; end when roquired, casualties
werc iransferred for further treatment. No serious delays
- werc cncountored in resupply or cvacuation during this period.
1. Lectures are given rogularly at both Battalion Aid Stations.

jo With cooperation of the Battalion Rear Dental Unit -nd the
4th and 9th Marine Dental Unit, & totel of 139 patients were
referred. All arrivals into the Battclion arc screcned and those
prescnting a class three of four dental profile are referred
to either unit prior to going teo the forward areca.

ZNCLOSURE (1)
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SECRET ' l

PART IV
SUPPORTING DOCUMIENTS

1. JOURNAL SHEETS 1 THROUGH 30 APRIL 1969 ( <. ¢ S ,

2. AO CHANGE E'F’““ CTIVE 071600H APRIL.}969

FRAG ORDERS SUBMITTED BY 1ST BATWALION, 4TH MARINES
4., SITUATION REPORTS SUBMITTED BY 1ST BATTALION, 4TH MARINES

5. SPOT REPORTS SUBMITTED BY 1ST BATTALION, 4'1'3 M/RINES

PUSHMLTER, DAY AND NIGHT ACTS AS SUBMITTED BY 157 BAT'I‘ALION, 4Td MARINES

8 MIPS VILTNA.I‘ 6342 I, 6342 II 6342 III 63421Vﬂ'mWIOUSLy SUBMITTED),

EACLOSURE (1)
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