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Designation

‘1st Battalion, 4th Marines‘

Company "H&S"
Comp HHASH
compgg HyR.S"
Gomparw I’A!I
Company "3"
Company ngh
Company "C"
Company npn
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Commander

SUBORD"'NATE UN?I"‘S

lstLt H, R MORRIS
Capt D, M, ATKINSON
1stLt H, R, MORRIS
Cept H.'W,.PUSE III
Capt G, A, FRY '
Capt D. M, ATKINSWN
lstLt G, H BRO’)ILE'[TE
lstLt T, RABBITT

QTTAG {ED ”NTTS

Det Co "H&S" 3rd MP BN (Scout Dogs)

Dete Co '
Det CQ AN

8rd SP BN (HST ‘I‘eams)
Brd Ener PN

Det Btry "G" 3/12 FO Teama
Det 3rd Mar Div, Kit Carson School (KG Scouta)

Location
mv-—r——‘—wn-m——o

Battalion CP 1.6 Cug Viet "RER" oenter
Battalion CP 7.8 Vandegrift Combat Rase
Battalion CP 9<3l Fire Support Baaa Nev1lle

Staff Officers

Executive Officgr ‘

Sel Adautant )
Personnel Officer
5-5

S=3

8-5 ALO

Se3 Asgist ALO
543 AID

823 FaC
Artillery Oficer
Artillery Officer
S-4 Officer

S-4 Officer "AM
S=4 Officer "M
Comm Officer
Comn Officer

g

MaJor J R GREEN
Iatlt R, J Lroym
1BtL‘b K, A. MARLM\" “ES
Capt Jo 7, CREEN
Ma,]or H, Eu PIEQPAN
Major €, W. COBP Jr,
Cept D. B, PAGE

18tLt 4, BELL,

lstLt A, BELL

1lstLt R, P, MAKAREWICZ
1stLt A. G'STLIIVAN
lstLt K, H, SUCLLY Jr,
lstLt H. R, MORRIS
&ndLt H., F, SMITH ITT
&ndlt H, . HEADAPOHL
1stlt C. S. GIIMORE
1stLt W, A, TYNDALL

LtCol C. E WILT-COX

Date
1~81 May

1.7 Mgy
8-16 May
1731 May
1-%1 May
116 May
17-.31 May
1231 May
1-51 May

1-31 May
131 May.
1-.31 May
1.31 May
1.4 May
5-31 May
1-16 May
1.16 May
17-31 May
1-31 May
1-13 Mgy
14-31 Mav
1-31 May
1-31 May
1-31 May
1.11 May
12-31 May
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MT Officer lstLt J, ™, TATAN 1-15 May
MT Officer 2ndlt R, W, TTUNER 16-31 lay
Supply Officer 1stLt R, 4., SI0OTZ 1-31 oy
Chaplain LtCmdr L, ©, ALLRED, USN  1-31 May
Bn Surgeon Lt W, B, MOORE, USM 1-31 May

Avernge Monthly Strength

Usic USN
OFF T EMNL OFF ENL
36 1180 2 48
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1. General Overview of all Activities. The beginning of Mavy found
the battalion at Cua Viet engared in rest and —ehabilitation,

Though half of the battalion was tactically employed in defensive
operations in the Cua Viet area, two of the companies were free

to enjoy the beach fac'lities, movies a cookeout type steak fry

and two 1150 shows all sponsored b - the 3rd liarine Division Special
Services. After three days the comnanies were rotated so that ell
companies could have & three day rest period; however, the stay

at Cua Viet was shortened due to tactical considerarions, re-

. sulting in componies "B" and "C" getting only about half of the
programed three day rest period, While at Cua Viet the battalion
was under the operationsl control of the 1lst Prigade, S5th Mechanized
Infantry Division, U. S. Army. This 3R Program is considered to be
m excellgnt program., It contribubed perceptibly to the morale of
the Marines who had recently been employed in extended periods of
combat prior to their participation in the program.

On 6 May the Alpha Command Group with elements of "H&I" Company,
Company "B" and Company "C'" departed for Vandegrift Combat Base (VCB).
" The move was made b+ ICU type craft to the Dong lia ramp, and by
truck to VCB, The move was made without incident and was supported
by Compony "C" Sth Motor Tronsport Battalion. [pon arrivel ot
VCB, Company "' was immediately 1lifted to ["ill 304 (Xn 856615).
Due to inclement weather the lift wos not completed until 16304
the following doy. At this time the company wne chopped to 2nd
Rattolion, 4th Marines for opera'ional control. then Compary
tct arrived. ot CB, they were plnced under the operational con-
trol (opcon) of the 3rd M-rine Division and was subsequently
passed to Task Force Hotel,. On-7 May Company "C" assumed the mise
sion of Sporrow Hawk/Bald Eacle. This is the code n-me used to
identify the company acting os the trctical reserve., This com-
pany is subject to immediate deployment on short notice to' ~ny
part of the Aren of Operations (A0). One platoon (Sporrow H~wk)
must be prepared to be employed in twentr m nutes, while the re-
moinder of the company (Rald Eacle) is preprred to move on sixty
minutes notice. Compary "C¥ wrs relieved of the responsibilitv on
9 May,

The battolion was alerted on 8 liay to commence "Opersiion
Terkimer Hountain' and on © May the Alpha Commond Croup ond Come
peny "C' were helilifted to the northwestern corner of the 4th
Marines AO with the Alpha Command Croup occupying Landine Zone (LZ)
Catapult (XD 826617). The battalion assumed operational control to
Compony "M 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, located at FSB Neville and
assumed control of the AO,

PR LN A b o el B SRS & B 4
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On 11 May, Comhany "D* returned from Cua Viet and wos imme-
dintely heliliftad to FSB Neville, rclieving Company "', which
returned to its parent battalion, Company "A" having returned
from Cua Viet with Company "D!, joined the remminder of the
battalion in the field on 13 May, relieving Compeny "L¥, 3rd

Battalion, 4th Marines on FSB Russell (XD 912591), Als0 on 11
Moy the battnolion A0 was enlarped to include the area vacated by
the 3rd Battalien. This larger A0 resulted in the battalion being
responsible for an unprecendented 182 one-thousand meter prid
squares.

During the remainder of the month extensive patrolling by
platoon and squed size units was conducted by all companies.
Compeny positions remrined stntion-ry with the exception of Come
pany "B" which m-ved to LZ Margo (XD 901609) on 17 May.

2, Command Relotions, The battalion remained generally under the
control of the 4th Marine Regiment, with the exception of the .
period during which it was under the operational control of the
lst Brigade, 5th Mechanized Infantry Division, U, S. Army, at Cua
Viet. There were certain instancss during the month when com-
ponles from another battalion wure the operational control of the
battalion, The battalion also relenquished operational control
of two of its orgonic companies to other commands. Specific units
and dates are set forth in the Sequential Listing of Significant
Events portion of this Chronology.

5, Migsioen Asgipnéd, The primarv mission of the battalion through-
out the month was to contimie to defend and conduct operations
north of Bire Support Bases Neville and Russell.

4, Intelligence.

a. General, During the month the lst Qnttalion, 4th Marines
participated in action against enemy forces from Hill 304, FSB's
Neville and Russell, and LZ Catapult. The battalion encountered
light ond sporadic contact with small enemy units in the northern
sector of the assigned AO, Numerous bunkers, c~ves, huts, snd fox-
holes were uncovered and destroved. After the movement of Company
i from Hill 304 to LZ Marpo, the enemy increased his activity
somevhat by directing mortar fire toward their new position, 12
Gatapult QISo réceived mort~r fire on several occ~sions. In these
attacks by fire the enemy was cenerally off hhe mark, excent on

28 Moy when several rounds impacted inside the lines resultlng in
. eight. Mirines.being wounded. Inerénsed enemy Siphtings in the
northern sector of the A0 indicated that enemy units were attempte
ing to ipfiltrate aoubh through the Dem:litarlzed.Zone (DMz) ¢
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Several large caches were found and numerous items of enemy equip~
ment and ordnance captured and/or destroyed. Items that were
thought to be of volue to the intellipence effort were forwarded
to higher headquarters., These included documents, o large type

AT Mine, and a fuse assembly (with case) from o 122¥M rocket.

b. Weather. During the first half of the month the weather
was penernlly hot ~nd humid during the day and somewhnt cooler
during the late evening and enrly morning hours. Visibility was
mostly unlimited lowering somewhat during periods of rain and
early morning fog. An exception to this wng FSB Neville which
remained under cloud cover approximately 50% of the time. During
the latter part of the month the weather was somewhnt cooler with
periods of high winds, rainstorms, and showers., Visibility was re-
stricted for extended periods during rrinstorms and showers
making the use of aireraff very difficult nround several of the
positions,

¢, Terranin, The terrrin consists of sharply rising mountains
with topographical crests ranging from 300 to 1739 meters broken
up by two large river v-lleys. Vepataticn ranges from abandoned
rice paddies along the streams to dense underbrush and heavy
Jungle in the higher elevations, In addition to two rivers there
are mumerous small streams throughout the AO,

5, Operations. The battalion participated in operation "Herkimer
Mountain" during the month, The operation commenced at 0001 on 9
May and is continuing, The operation has been characterized by the
defense of FSB's Neville and Russell, and extensive patrolling
operations throughout the AC, Light contascts with small proups

of NVA soldiers were encountered 2s the enemy continuad to rcfuse
to commit any mnjor sime force to combat. OSpecific conbacts
Including dotes and units involved are set forth in the Sequen-
tial Listing of Significont Events portion of this Chronolngy.

B. Rgsults of Nperations.

a. Enemy KIA: 12 POW 0
b. Friendly KIA: s WIA 46 MIA 0

E c. Equipment and Supplies Cnptured/Destroyed:

RO

(1) Small 4Arms Ammo Rounds

5
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3 Sapnps
50 Caliber 22
AK-47 1.354
7,62MM 9,000
12, 75MM 10,795

_ () Mortars, Recoilless Rifles, Rocket.

§ 8AM Mortar 145
B80MM Mortar 26
RPG 91
57TMM 2

(3) Weapons.

80MM Mortar Baseplates 4
AK~47'g ‘ P4

(4) Mines, Demolitions, ond Explosives.

Chi Com prenades 14
1/2 pound blocks TNT 32
1 pound blocks TNT 37
Clzymore Mines Q63
Fuses 976
Stick Explosives 2,040

E Anti Tank Mines 52

% (5) Medical Supplies.
Sulpha Dressing (NVA) % Bottles

(6) Miscellaneous Gear.

: Ponchos 8

] Comm Wire 2,000 FT

3 AK-47 Magazines 12

] Koives 3
Hammocks 3
Picks 3
"E" Tools g
Conteen 1
Wire Cutters 1
Cooking Utimsels 8

6
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7. Supporting Lrms,

a. Air Support. An additional Maval Aviator (NA) joined the
battalion during the month to replace the Air Liaison Officer (ALO)
whose TAD wos terminated. Both of the MA's new with the battalion
are helicopter pilotsj however, the capability to direct fixed
wing aircraft strikes has not diminished due to their personal
initiative and sesire to learn., The AIN remains with the Batta-
lion CP and utilizes an AN/PRC-41 (TF) radio in the control of

‘high performance aireraft, He also maintaing o transponder

(commonly referred to as a “beacon") at the pesition, using it in
conjunction with the off-set radar controlled bombing technique
employed by llarine ABA aircraft. This provides the battalion with
an 21l weather oir support copability which hns been vital during
the volatile weather conditiors existine in northwestern Quang Tri
Provines, Durine the month a total of 28 "Bencon" strikes were run,
deliverins devastating ordnanc: with pinpoint accuracy.

The Forward Air Controller (¥iC) has been employed generally
with one of the companies, thus exp-nding the nir contrcl resourcs
of the battalion, This employment has enh~nced the cocrdination
effort required in the field hetween the units eon ths ground and
the numercus helicoptors ~nd fixed wing ~ircraft that have con-
tinously supported the battalion in a tactical, as well =5 logis~
tical rolis,

There were a total of 34 "TPQ" strikes recquested during the month
and 17 flown, These strikes are alse radar controlled from the
Direet Air Support Center (DASC) at VCB, Requests are submitted
on doy in advonce and are scheduled around the clock ageinst selected
targets ranging from likely avermes of nporoech to known or sus«
pected cnemy positions.,

b. Artillery Support. There were renerally two batteries of
105's supporting the bhattalion during !fawv, with 1565's and 8" fire
available upon request. This heavier artillery wns smployed in a
general support, reinfercing role., The iwo 105 batteries were "0V
3/12 and "M 3/12, loecated at FAMs Neville and Russell respectively.
The location of thesce botteries allowed the battolion to conduct
operations throushoub the AQ wile remaining well within the 105
fan', Nearly 3,000 rounds were fired by these batteries during the
month, including harrassing and interdiction fires, TOT's, night
defensive fires ~nd fires for effect being delivered on known ond
suspected enemy positions and lines of communica®ion.

8, LOE‘fiStiGs.
a. Supply.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(1) Class I, All Class I was drawm at VOB in support
of operations, The “attalion Megs Hall served "R" mntiong daily
at VC5 ~nd seven hot mesls were served t- trorps in the field. Ap-
proximately one hundred tons of Class I were delivered to the field
in support of operations.

(2) Class II, Class II supply tents are used for storage
at VCB to cut time in tronsfer of earpo from the rear to the field.
Shortages in the following items were experienced during this
period, :

Nozzles, cover (water buffalo)
Flak jackets

Me16 magazines

M-18 cleaning reds

Magazines, cnal, .45

Coat, utility

" The above items have repeatedly been placed con
requisition, but as yet not enough have been received in sufficient
quantities tc alleviate the shortages,

-(8) Class ITI, Class IIT was dravm at VCB and was adequate,
- (4) Class IV, Closs IV wns drown at VOR and was adequate.

The follewing amounts were delivered to the field in support of
opevaLions

Sand Bags, filled 3,200

Sand Bags, empty 16,000
Coneentina 16 sleeves
Barbed wire 400 roles
Drive stakes 3,442

(5) Class V, Class V was drawn at VCB, Approximately 81
tons were delivered to the field,

(6) Class VI, Two hundred and forty one cages of beer and
soda were delivered to the troops in the field.

(7) Class VII, Eight complete 106MM Recoiless Rifles
were drawn from FLSG-B in return for eight which were Code-H,

(8) Class VIII, A forward Battalion Aid Station (BAS)

was maintained at VCB and a rear DAS at Quang Tri, Medieal
supplies were sufficient during this period,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(9) t™Masgs IX, Repaiy parts'are still slow coming up
through the supply charmel, but their flow seems to be improving,
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(10) N/A

De Suggort.

(1) Rattalion Motor Transport vehicles were used for
administrative and logistic runs from VCB md Quang Tri and were
satisfactory. Mileages by vehicle type are listed below:

(4) M37B1ts 1,706 miles
(26)M274A 18 160 miles
(20)M151A1 '3 8,938 miles

FLSC-B was used ags the source of maintenance snd is considered
adequate,

{2) Division Motor Transport furnished transportation for
delivery of Class II supplies and personnel from Quang Tri to VCRE,

Supplies 10 6x6 londs
Personnel 2086

8e Communications-Zlectronics,

a. Message Center. The Battalion Messnge Center continued to
handle unclassified and classified message traffic at VCB snd Quang
Tri, DNumericsal codes and authentication tables were distributed
as required. Communication security procedures were resphasized, An
intensified training program is being initiated for training of all
personnel on use and handling of classified code sheets,

b. Radio, The radio section continues its mission of providing
direct communications between elements of the command, Due to the
issue of new frequencies to this cormand and administrative net
was initiated between Quang Tri =nd VCB, This has greatly reduced
the volume of traffic on the battslion tactical net, The AN/PRC-88
has been phased into all companies for inter~company use. It hag been
tested by 21l companies and very fovornble reports have been recéived,
The AN/PRC-88 has proven very useful in reducing the traffic load
on the company tactical nets,

. Covered circuits. One covered circuit net (Regimental
Tactical Net) Is maintained by the battalion. There are 22 K¥-.38's
on hend in the battalion; however, there is only one AN/PRC~77 availe
able for use in conjunction with the K"-38, , :
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d. Uire. ‘ne switchbonrrd is maintained at V€9, lhe 4th Harine
Regiment mointains our switchbosnrd at Quang Tri, while we still
maintain our own lines. The wire section hnd ~ six'y percent
turn over of persomnel this reporting period; lhence, much addi=-
tional time hns been spent training new men.

e, Ilectronic .lepair. The electronic repair section now
maintnins two shops; one at Quang Tri -nd one ot VCB, Steps are
being taken to combine the two shops at VCB, The shortage of test
equipment still hompers the technicians in the performonce of their

.duties,

f. Critical Chorta~es. A criticol shortare of repair parts exists
for the A-S, A-lO ond A=l modnles for the AN/PRC-25, Tope
ahtennas i‘or the AN/PRG-25 and 1C«255's for the RC~292 are also
in short supplv,

ge Zgquipment repaired., The following egipment w~s repaired
by the battalion's @nd echelon techicions:

Item : Quantity
AN/PIC-R5 31
TA-312 5
Tl 3
=8 3
1.189 11

10, Persornel ~nd Administrntion,

_ @. Lossesg ~nd eains. TISHC U3N
O“ T EM:  OPF BL

Losses 5 106 0 12
Battle 0 45 - 0 o
Von-Dattle 4 19 0 9
Administrative 1 42 0 3
Gains S 150 0 8

be Awards, During the reportinr period 1 Silver Star, 5 Eronze
Stars, 1 Wavy Commendation Medsl, 5 Navy Achievement Mednls, 6
Purple Henrt llednls, and 15 Vletnamase Crosses of Grllantry were
presented., The following type awards were processed recommending
approval:

Navy Cross 1
Silver Star 4

TNLOSUE (1)
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Navy and Marine Corps Hedal 3
Bronge Star 14
Navy Commend~tion 24
Navy Achievement 34
Purple Heart : 46
VG 0

c. Disgipline, The mumber of disciplinary cases rcted upon
or nending sction are ns follows:

Courts-Martial/Admin Discharges/Investigations

Art 32 - Pending 1

Geil 4 Pendinpg
Specinl Courts-tlartianl 3 Pending
Summary Courts-Martinsl . 2 Pend ng
Admin Disch-rraes 1 e ommended

Non-Jugiciol Punishments

Battolion Commmnder 3
Company Commonder 20

d. R&R, The hattalion utilized the following out-of-country
R2R quotas for the month of May:

Bangkok 16 Penong 0

5 = Hawaii 21 Singapore 5

i Hong Kong 12 Okinatra 3

Kuala Lumper {cancelled) Sydney 15
Taipei ) 8 Tokoyo 6
“nnika 2

e. Promotions. Turing the month the followi ng promotions were

affected:
To Repular Meritorious
PFC 6 0
1.Cpl 30 5
Cpl 145 8
Set 0 4

f. Religious Activities.

E CLOS'RE (1)
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(1) ‘Twenty-nine Protestant Se-vices were conducted for the
batialion during the month of fny., “he total nitendrnee was 704
Navy/Marine personnel, with 429 rece virg communion,

(2) Four Protestant: Services were conducted for other units,
The total atiend-nce was 69, with 37 receiving communion,

(3) Eight Catholic Masses were conducted for the botta-

- lion., The totsal attendonce was 164,

(4) The Battalion Chaplain visited 19 men aboard the
hospital ships and 12 men at 3rd Medical Nattalion.

11. Training.

a. General Military “ubjects ond MOS training for the month ¢
of Moy for Squad, Platoon, and Company size units wns increased
slirhtly over pravious months, primarily becruse the battalion
wos dispersed in static positions on landing 7ones nnd fire
Support Bases throughout northwestern I Corps arex.

b, A1l replncements received comprehensive indoctrinction
briefings in accord-nce with the ba'tal on S0P for Replace-
ment training, Zach replacement fired his T/0 wecpon for
fomiliarization,

¢, Unit training.

Subject dours Attendance
Tirst Aid, Field Sanitntion and Hyeiene R 85
Map feading 15% 109
Gompass ' 14 114
Artillery FO Procedurss 4 15
Defensive Pos:itions 5 40
- LAAW Firing Procedures 4 35
FAM #iring of Organic Wespons 20 209
50 Cnl linchinegun 2 4
lN~60 Fomenelature Care and Clenning 4 30
Radio AN/PRC-25 Commurications Procudure 2 47
Quick Kill Point Shooting 5 50
River Crossing/Instalation and Repelling 6 25
Scouting and Patrolling 1 20
8071 Mortor: Clearing ~ Misfire 1 12
.45 C2l, Pistol Cnre and Cleaning 1 15
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Wire: Jdmployment of Tangle Yoot and Concertina 2 15
8IMM Mortar fun Brill 60 15
Night Firing 81MM Mortars 7 28
Preventive ilaintenance PRC~25 and PRC.41 5 31
Communications Security 3 40
d, Officer and 3taff Non-Commissioned Officers Training

fround Survzillance Detection Devices 1 25
Insiruction on the use of PRC-88 Radio Q 50

Indentification of NVA Werpons
e. Nuclear, Piological and Chemical wnrfore training was neglipible
during the month of May due to the tectical situ-~tion.

f. The following Division Tnspectiong were held durinc the month of
Moy s ’

(1) Supply ' 1w3 My
(2) Totor Transport 21 "l
(3) Emhorkation QR av
(4) @1 Clyb 22 May
(5) Ordnance 12 day

12, Psychological Operations, There were two " roadcast Teams® from

G=5 of the 3rd iarine Jivision assirmed to the battalion for a short
period of time during the month. One wos located at LZ Catapult
with Company "C" and the other at FSD Lussell with Compony "AM,
Their mission was to conduct broadeasts into and just south of the
D¥Z in support of the "Chieu Hoi" prosrom, The teams were to direct
their efforts toword the 88th Repiment of the 308th WA Division
which wes reported to be operating in this are-,

Retween the period 6-18 lMay 152,000 propesonda leaflets were
dropped into erid square YD 7662. Due to prevailings northwesterly
winds, many of these leaflets lnanded in the battalion's 40O,

13, Medical ~nd Dentnl Affnirs, .

a. The totnl number of visits to the Dattslion Aid Shation
during the month of Mavr was 1764,

b. Prevalent medicol entities encountered were:

Conorrhea 8 Rat Rites 12
Diarrhea 88 FIO 25
Falaria 5 Dermatolo-ical 50
TRT 54 conditions

WP Disorders 5 Heat Casualties 78
Hepatitis 0 NS 1

ECLOSTRE (1)
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c. All suspected and confirmed cases of Venereal Disense were

given a STS in accordance with the Navy *famual of Medicine 22-16
and the results entered in the individuals' health rec-rd.

d. A total of 157 patients were referred to Zrd Medical Brttalion,
8rd Marine Division (Rein) TMF, Of t ose referred, the following
ware consults:

INT R Internal Medical . 3
Urology 1 Dermatology 4
Surgical 1 Orthopedics R4
NP 5
(1) Following referrals were made to:

NSA Dallang 0

USS SANCTIARY Rl

USS REPOSH 14

(R) Total patients referred to Dental for tresment: 87

e. Yeekly mn]oria prophrlnxis wns continued with the use of
Chloroquine-Primaquine tablets in the battalion area rear. Deily
m~laria prophylaxis was administered by the use of Dapsone in
conjunction with the weekly use of Chloroquine-Primnquine in
battalion forward areas., Personnel from all areas in the rear. were
mustered daily and given Dapsone,

f. Sanitation Inspzction was held dnily, ond weekly in accor-
dance with Division Order P6070.4 in the battolion areas, VOB and
Quang Tri, Sanitary facilities, =t present are considered highly
satisfactory.

g. Two Battalion Aid Stations were maintnined during the month
of llay, A forward BAS consisting of & Battolion Surgeon »nd nine
Hospital Corpsmen located at VCP end o secondary 3AS located ot
Quang Tri, consisting of nine Hospital Corpsmen, All injuries
and malaria encounters were treated v the line company corpsmen,
and when required, casuzlties were transferred for further trent-
ment. Fo serious delays were encourtered in résupply or ev-cuation
during this perdiod.

h, Lectures were given regularly at both BAS's.

i. With cooperstion of Battalion Rears, Dentol Unit, and Hend-
wucrters Bottnlion Dentnl Unit, a tot~l of 87 patients wers re-
ferred, A1l arrivals “nto the bottolion are screened nnd thosa Pre~
gentine a class IIT or IV denhal profile are referred to sither
unit prior to ~oing te the forward aren.
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PART IIT

SEQUENTIAL LIS'INC OF SICMIFICANT EVINTS

1. Combat opcrations.

0L May At 1840H Comnany "RY ot Grid D 312723 received six to
eight rounds of AK-47 smoll arms fire from Crid VD 314-
715, The company returned fire with M-72 and 60" mor-
tars with unknown results.

08 May At 13004 Company "R" found three c¢ves with entrances 10!
by 2!, about six months, old at Crid XD 843622,

09 May At 0730H Company """ found 50 to 75 "unkers adjncent to
a.trail at Grid. XD 857615, The bunkers had hootches
built on top of them and were estimated to be about two
to three months old.

At 1730H Company """ found a disarmed “ooby-trapped con,

with wire inserted., The wire hnd been previously cut. No
action wnas token,

At 1745H Company """ found three hunkers built with sand

bags ~nd plastic at Crid ¥D 855593,

10 Hay At O0830H Company """ found two .50 cal. positions, two "A"
frame bunkers, three empty .50 cal crmunition crns, benches
and tobles. Positions and bunkers were located at Grid XD
847587 and were estimated tc be two months old.

At 1700H Compmmy "B'while moving north throurh a draw,
received small arms fire from their front, wounding two
Marines. They returned fire resulting in two proboble NVA,
KTAts., They then commenced to move to high ground taking
small oims fire and prenndes from the west., Rosults were
two more Marines wrunded, hey continued to mcve up the
hill and took sniper fire from the south wounding ore Marine,
The commany colled srtillery fire and an air strike’ =at

Grid XD 865618, with unknown results.

11 Moy At 10R0H Zompawr "8" while searching the area of the pre-
vious day's contact, found assorted miscellaonsous 782 gear
and mmerous hloody brndares at XD 867611,

12 May At 0650H Compnny "C" locnted at L7 Catapult, received ap- -
proximately 18 rounds of 82%1 mortar fire from suspected
enemy position at XD 849649, The company fired 8L'M mor-
tars, md cnlled in nrtillery flre md nn nir strike on
the suspected enemy position.

At 1040H Comprny no received aspnroximately 30 rounds of
.50 cnl Fire from the vicinity of XD 875834 while heli-
copters were londing at their company position,

zoros PECLASSHED
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The company fired 8L mortors ond directed artillery

fire on the suspected enemy position,

At 1R00# Company "4" found a “unker complex runuing along
the trail in a nertherlv direectinn between Crid XN 828~
610 and XD 83063, 'The bnkers were well constructed, ~nd
estima‘ed to be t .ree to six m nths ~ld, (he company

also “ound two praves at XD 8335607 covered with stones,
They had stakes at both ends nnd were fenced in by rape,
The graves were five or six feet deep with one body in
each one, The hodies were deteriora‘ed with no markings
on the uniforms,

At 10200 Company "C" also found four AK-47 mapnzines,
eight Chinese Communist Crenades, nine "E" tools, six pone
chos, three hammocks, one canteen, two medium size clay-
pores, five small picks, two large eooking pots, small bowls
one bloek of TNT, one saw, on tube (substance unknown),
two machetes, *wo small preen bags and 25 pounds of rice.
Al articles were found in 2 complex of 16 bunkers at XD
867611, The bunkers wers either new or under construction,
Some medicnl supplies were also found eonsisting of two
bottles of aspirin, two syrettes of alcohol, two vials of
methylate, one cnn of camphor and six battle dressings.
All of these supplies were found in two first nid kits,

At 1900H Company "D" found ten homemnde TNT explosive
devices and one RPC round at ¥D 823574, They were found
while patrol was on 2 wire check. "he patrol also found
explosives 100 meters in front of the wire. “he explo-
sives were in 4 pound blooks secured with vines. Each
block contrined an AK-47 round as o blasting device,

At 1812 Comnpmy '* located ot XD 858615, received appro-
ximately 15 rounds of 827 mortar fire from the vicinity
of XD 850636, All rounds fell about 400 meters short of
the compamr position, Counter mortsr fire g conducted
with 81MM mortars and artillery,

At 0045H Comprny "C" spotted one NVA outmide of their
perimeter at XD B266L5. Two hostile srenades were thrown
from the outer perimeter, resultine in one HMarine heing
wounded, OSmall arms fire o=nd h-nd prenndes were returncd
with unknown resuits, '

At 1800H Company "I" located at XD 885613, received
approximately 10 rounds of smell arms fire, which im-
pacted 20 meters from their perimeter. The compzny fired
60MM and E1'M mortars with unknown results,
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At 0912H Company "C" found n cave complex which wos esti-
mated to be three menths old, and large enouph to accommo-
dote at least 40 persons. The company searched the area
and found 54 AK-47 rounds, one 82MM mortsr ronnd and two
Chinese Communist grenndes, All items were destroyed in
ploce,

At 1610 while patrolling in the vieinity of XD 901585,
Comprny "A" mode a securitr halt, nnd then eontinued on
their patrol route, The last man in the column remained
behind, His oshsence was noticed three or four minutes
later, The patrol immediately beran to conduct a search
for the missing Marine. [he patrol found the following
items of his personal equipment; ammunition, one cartridge
belt, canteens, and one wrist watch. The patrol c¢-wntinued
to search the are with nerative results.

At OS00H Company “C'" found two boxes of AK-47 rounds with
550 rounds in each box. They also found three living
hootches =2nd ~ne kitchen located inside a cave, dimen-
sions 10' by 4! ot XD 830625, '"he compony destroyed all
the rounds,

At 1015H Company "A" found the Marine wuwo had been missing
since 16 May, He was found at XD 903582. The incident is
under investigation.

At 05450 Company "B" located at XD 901610, received appro-
ximately 20 rounds of 8RMY mortar fire from vicinity of ¢~
XD 875635, The rounds impacted about 200 meters west of
the company position. The company returned fire with 81MM
mortars and called artillery fire with unknown resuvlts.

At 10201 Company "B" located at XD 902609, received 30 °
to 50 rounds of 50 c¢rl fire as helicopters npproached
their ILZ. The company returned fire with 81MM mortars

and called artillery and nir strikes with unknown

results,

At 1200H Company " " while patrolling in the vicinity of
XD 897613, found the remains of a Marine missing as re- .
sult of a helicopter crash on-2 Mar 69, Remains were
returnsd to company CP ~nd med-evaced,

At 1900H Company "' located at XD 901610,. received 35
rounds of 82'%! mortar fire from tha vicinitw of XD 878628,
The compeny returned fire with 8171 mortars and called
artillery fire on the enemy positions with unknown
resnlts,

At 0930H the third platoon of Compnny "C" locoted ab XD
825626, received small nrms fire from the vicinity XD
823627, The company returned small arms fire with un-

known results. @Eﬁiﬁuﬂ HQ%EHE@
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At 11007 Company " " located nt XD 897627 found onhe
Communist Chinese grennde, two .50 cal positions, nnd
two Chinese .50 cal boxes. There were 50 rounds of
expened cortridges left in the nrea,

At 14107 Company "B" located at XD 894632 found three
fuses for 8RNI mortor ammunition, two packages of Russian
increments, three ussian 82T mortar primers and
approximately 1400 rounds of Chinese 7.62YM ammunie
tion for weapons of unknown type. [he patrol also
found a trail running north. The trail wos estimated
to have been used within the past twenty four hours by
a platoon size unit moving north,

At 1600H Company "C" located at XD 825639, received 30
cal fire from the north while being resupplied by heliw
copter. Artillery missions were fired ot the suspected
enemy position with unknown results,.

At 0830H Company "A" loeated at XD 912591, hcard three
AK-47's firing from the vicinity of XD 897593, 'They
appecred to be firing at helicopters approaching FSB
Russell, Company “A" deployed a patrol to the position
with negative results.

At 1400H Company "R" while patrolling in the vicinity of
XD 894631, found two caches containing four S0MM mortar
basu plates (Vietnomese, manufactured during the year
1967), 90 81 morter ronnds, 46 Anti~Tank mines, one
case of submachinegwn ammunition (7,62M), 90 RPG

rounds with propellant, 263 directional mines, 523 elaca
trical fuses, 452 pull friction fuses, 127 boxes of

1R, 71 rounds, 41 boxes of 7.6%°% long rimmed case care
tridges, seven cnns of propellant for 827 mortars, 12
fuses for 60/ mortars, 17 boxes of stick explosives,

12 601 rounds, six large mines (type unkmown), one
lorge fuse for 1221 rockets, ~nd 2,000 feet of cummuni-
cotion wire. One of eoch item not previously captured was
returned the S5~ and the balance were destroyed in place,

At 07300 Company "3" located at YD 887637, encountered
wn unknown size eremy unit at XD 887637, The chemy
opened up with small arms fire. The patrol returned
small arms fire and moved back, An Air Observer was on

station, and adjusted artillery fire on the enemy with-

unknown results,

A 15007 Company "N while patrelling in the vicinity
of XD 826582, found one 8211 mortar round and six 82IM
mortar fuses in a container. The fuses were new. The
company destroved the mortar round and fuses,
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26 May

27 May

28 May

29 lay

At 1325H Company "2 whils -onducting 2 sweep in the
vicinity of XD 820638 found threc camouflaged holes,
one pair of NVA snenkers, and two bloed trzils leading
north. One man observed one WA with what appeared to
be an M-16., Smrll amms fire wos exchanged. The NVA
fled north.

At 1020H the irst and second Platoons of Company "0V
while patrolling in the vieinity of ¥D 895618, was taken
under fire by eicht to ten MVA, The NVA were using
Chinese Communist grenades and one RPC, The company
began to take small arms fire from the enst across the
river., Mortor and artillery fire wns placed on the enemy
and helicopter punships supported the compony's assault
on Hill 202, Two NVA were killed and the hill secured.
At 1545H Comperyy """ locnted at XD B85636, received 10-
15 rounds of 8%LT mortar fire which landed 500 to 600
meters outside their perimeter, Company "B" returned
fire with 81MM mortars and artillery fire with unknown
results.

At 1445H Compary "7" OP ot XD 888615 observed four INVA
moving up mid down Hill 202, The company cn~lled in
artillery fire, 811 mortars ~nd 60M{ mortars. The I'VA
moved down the hill and crossed the river. A thorourh
search of the aren resulted in two confirmed NVA KIA,
At 1745H Company "C" locnted at LZ Catapult, received
approximately ten rounds of 60'M mortar fire. Company
"0 immediately fired counter mortar fire with 60MI and
81 mortars. An artillery mission was also called.
One platoon of Company "C" conducted a patrol in the area
of the snemy mortar positions at XD 83061<.

At 1215H Compary "A" while patrolling at XD 913594,
found a mir of Russion wire cutters obout 200 meters
outside of tho wire. The wire cutters were slightly
rusted but ussble,.

At 1000H Company "™" observed 15 FVA in croups of thrse
and four crossing a stream in the vieinity of XD 8%6-
613, The company requested 2rtillery ond mortar fire.
Tire missions were conducted with unknown results.

At 1045H Company "™ while patrolling in the vicinity
of XD B8R7573, found 87 one pound blocks of TI'T and one
AK-47 nagnzine with 20 rounds in it, The TNT and ammo
were destroyed.
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51 May At 0800H Compony "C" located at XD 826616, received
approximately 15 rounds of 821 mortrr fire from the
vicinity of YD 835635, All the rounds landed appro-
ximnately BO meters outside nf the perimeter, Ariile
lery md mortars were fired at ‘the suspected enemy
position with unknown results.

. At 08451 Company "C" located ot XD 826618 recsived
approximately 30-50 rounds of medium heavy machinegun
fire from the vieinity of XD 892622 as a helicopter was
leaving the LZ. The company returned fire with 81MM
and 60MM mortars wi th unknown results.

2, Significant events not related to combat operations.

01 Moy At 1030H the Alphn Command Group ad Companies "A" and
"D deported for Cua Viet to join Companies '"®Y and "C"
who had moved to thc WR center during April. Upen
arrival, the battalion came under operational control
of the 1st frigede, 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized)
U, 3. Army.

02 May At 1640H a liaison visit was made to the battalion -
the Deputy Commander of the 1lst Bripade, nnd the Assis-
tant Division Commander, 3rd Marine Division,

04 Mar At 1100H the 3rd !arine Division Special Services
Officer visited the batinlion to determine how well the
RER program was Functioning,
At 0800H the relief of "A" nnd "D" Companies with Com-
panies "I'" and "C" commenced,
At 13001 the relief was completed and "AM and "' Bom-
panies commenced their R°R,
At 1540H Col 6OC' IN, Re~imental Commwnder of the 4th
Marines, arrived at the /4 COC at Cun Viet, He de-
parted at 1635H,

05 May At 0900H LtCol WILLCOX, the Battalion Gommander,'departed
Cua Viet,

06 Moy At O930H the Alpha Command Group and Companies "B" and
ug" departed Cua Viet for VCB,
At 1400H CG 3rd Marine Division assumed opcon of Com-
panies "B" and "C" from lst BOE, Sth Inf Div (Much)
and simultoneously passed control to CC, Task Force
Hotel,
At 1515H the helilift of Company "3" to relieve Come
pany "BY 2/4 ot XD 856615 commenced.
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At 1500H Company "C" assumed responsibility for Sparrow
Hawk/Bald Eagle,

At 1630H Compary "B" completed their helilift to grid
XD 856615 and were chopped to the operational control
of the 2nd Bn, 4th Marines,

At O0OMI Operation "Herkimer Mountain® commenced,

At OB1L5H the helilift of the Alphe Command Group to
¥583 Neville commenced.

At 0830H Company "C" was relieved of Sparrow Howk/
Bald Bagle by Tompany "F" 2nd 3n, 4th lerines.

At 1030H helilift of Comnany "C" to relieve Company

gt 2/4 at XD 826616 commenced.

At 1100H the 1st Sn, 4th lMarines nssumed responsi~
bility for the R2nd ™m, 4th Merines AO and assumed
operationnl control of Company "©" 2nd Bn, 4th Marines,

At 12450 Company "DU with M7St attachments arrived at
vGR,

At 1300H CG "hird la ine Division (Rein) assumed
oparational control of Compnanies "A" ~nd "D" from the
1st PO% 5th Inf, Div (Mech) ~nd simultaneously passed
control to the CG Task force “otel,

At 1310Y Company "7 w-s helil fted to XD 825515 to
relieve Company "G" 2nd Bn, 4th Morines in place. The
1lift was completed at 1515H, Company "C" was simulta-
neously chopped back to their parent battalion,

At 1745H Company "A" with attachments returned to VORI,

At 1057H helilift of Company "A" bto relieve Company
"I" 3rd Bn, 4th Horines at FSB Russell commenced. Upon

-completion of the lift at 1530H, the battalion assumed

responsibility for the 3rd Bn, 4th forines AO.
At 1120H in the area of the Company "M* supply tent at
Ve, on explosion caused the detonation of -~ trash
barrel wounding two Marines from Company "CU,
At 1200 on Marine from "H&S" Company received minor
wouﬁds as a result of incoming 1071 Rogkét rounds

CB.,

At 12008 a squad potrol from Company "DU at XD 814~
577, received on erratic BlN” WP round resulting in one
’hrlne wounded,

At 0831H Cen DRAKE took command of Task Ferce Yotel,

At 1350 Den drake and ol COM"IM, Co, 4th Marines arrived
at PSBE Waville for 2 ¢-nference with the Uattalion Com-
monder, They departed ai 1415',
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V1. Battalion Journal 1 thro.ph 31 May 1969 e Ld 2

/2. Maps Vietnam 6342 I, 6342 IT, 6342 III, 6342 IV (Previously
submitted).

s/ 3, Mop Vietnam 6344 IV ;
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