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DECLASSIFIED

PART I
QRGANIZATIC. ML DATE
Comnander

ItCol C, E, WILLCOX
LiCol J. A, MACTIINIS

SUBORDINATE UNITS

lstlt J, P, HIGGIS

Company HaS 2ndlt G, H, COiVERSE
Company A. 1stlt R, M, JESSIE Jr,
Company B Capt D. M. ATKINSOI
Company B 1stIt v, J, LUDLUM
Company B Capt E, P. CRAFT
Company C lstLt L. C. IVERSOH
Company D Capt J. B, GREEN
Company D Capt A, P, TOKARZ
ATTACHED UNITS
Det, Kit Carson Scout Center, Quang Tri

Det,
Det,
Det,
Det,
Det,
Det,
Det,
Det,
Det,
Det,

HqCo, Lth Marines

4 Coy 3rd Engr Bn

G Btry, 3dBnl2thMar

3rd SPEn (HST)

SthIT, 3dliarDiv

HgCo, Hq I Corps, ARVN (Tnterpreters)
3d MPBn (Scout Dogs)

V02, MAG 16

VIFS. 232, MAG 13

EMH 262, MAG 39

TLocation

Date

1-5 August
6-31 August

1-25 August
26-31 August
1-31 August
1-8 August
9-15 August
16-31 August
1-31 August
1-29 August
30-~31 August

Battalion CP 1-26 August 1969 Vandegrift Combat Base (VCB)
Battalion CP 26-31 August 1969 FSB Cates XD936LL3

Staff Officers

Executive Officer Major J, R, GREEN 1-31 August
S=1/4d jutant 2ndlt M. E, MACKTE, Sr, 1-31 August
Personnel Officer lgtlt M. Te OWEIBS, Jr, 1-31 August
S-2 2ndlt M. J. EISTITHGER 1.21 August
S-2 GySgt G. A. AMYOTTE,eln ugust
5.3 Major C, W, COBB, dJ =31 August
S-3A Capt D, M. ATETIS. N 11-31 Avgust
Se3 AIO Capt R, W. CLIFTON 11-31 August
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S«3 FAC

Se3 FAC
Artillery Officer
S=4

Corm Officer
Comm Cfficer
Comm Officer
HT Officer
Svprly Officer
Suply Officer
Chaplain

Bn Surgeon
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1stlt R. P, MAKAREJICZ 1-6 Avgust
Capt J, C, STOKES 7=31 August
lstlt K. Ao SUELLY, Jr. 1«31 August
Capt H, R. MORRIS 1-20 August
2ndlt J, H, DUBOSE 2]-31 August
IstLt W, A, TYWDALL 1-11 August

12.20 Auust
21-31 August
131 August
125 August

GySgt W, H, BUXTON
1stlt Q. D. WORTHAM
2ndlt H, R, EBADAPOHL
1stlt R, A. STOTZ
2ndlt W, B, WEMPLE 26-31 Auvgust
1T P, W, MCCLURE, USNR 1.31 August
LT H. R, IMG‘NER, Jr., USI\R 1—31 Aug'HS'b

Average Monthly Strength

usw
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PART T1

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. QGeneral overview of all activities, As the month of August
conmenced, the Battaliofi wes employed in the defense of VCB.,
Corpanies I, L, and M, 3/9, were OPCON to the Battalion, A platoon
from Co C was providing security foxr the Dong Ha to VCB convoy on

a daily basis, and was billeted in the 3rd Marines'! area at Dong Ha,
The defense of VCB included Signal Hill, and a platoon from Co D
wes performing that function.

During the month the remsinder of the Battalion rear echelon .
wes moved to VCB from Quang Tri., A transient facility was established
by the 3rd Marine Division at Dong Ha to billet and process all
replacenents arriving there. They are trucked from this facility to
the various units throughout the Division,

On 26 August, the Battalion exchanged AO's with 3/, and the MM
Command Group moved to FSB Cates, The following day, a vertical
asgault was conducted by the Battalion, with three companies landing
unopposed in grid square XD 8548, One company has been held in
reserve at VOB, while Co M, 3/L defended FSB Cates and Hill 950. This
company has been chopped OPCON to the Battalion when the AO!s were
exchanged, As the month ended, Co D, which had replaced Co M, was
defending FSB Cates and Hill 950; Co's 4 and B were continuing their
Sweep through the "rocket belt"; and Co C was OPCON to 3/ as the
Sparrow Hawlk/Bald Bagle unit,

2, Command Relations, The Battalion remained under ‘the operational
control of the 4th larine Regiment throughout the month., There
were several different companies OPCON to the Baitalion during the
month, while the organic companies wore perlodically chopped OPCOI
to other organizations. Specific units, dates, and times are
delineated in the Sequential Listing of Significant Events portion
of this chronology.

3+ lission Assigned. For most of the month, the mission of the
Battalion E-;a‘.s""t"‘go dL‘:E‘e end VOB, Signal Hill, and Ca Lu. However,
there were several other missions assigned periodically, They
included providing & Sparrow Hawlc/Dald Zagle unit; providing security
for the Dong Ha to VOB road convoy; maintaining & readiness posture
to be employed as the reserve Dattalion for the UProject Deltal
operation witch was conducted west of the lith Marines! 40, or to

be used as the reserve Battalion for the 3rd Marines! Operation
south of the DME; and to provide security for the MCB workers who
were Improving the road between VCB and Elloit Combat Base (ECB),
During the last five days of the merth, the Battalion was responsible
for defending FSB Cates, Hill 950, and conducting operations north
of these positionss. The vertical assault into the area northwest of
FSB Cates was in response to the mission assigned by the Lth Marines
to Mconduct a reconnaissance in force operation through the rocket

beltt
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L. Intelligence [

8+ For most of the month the Battalion was assigned responsibility
for the defense of VOB and security for the daily road sweeps.
There were several sightings on the VOB perimeter. A platoon from
Co 0 made contaet with two NVA on the ridgeline southeast of VOB
with regative results, To the south at Ca Lu, a ground surveillance
unit observed 25-30 suspected enemy throuvgh a night observation
device (MOD), The company fired mortars and checked the area the
following morning with negative resuvlts,

VCB received four to six rounds of 182mm rockets and 1} rounds
of 107mm rockets during the month.

On 15 August the convoy from Dong Ha was ambushed as it approached
VCBs The VA used small arms fire, RPG's, and clgymores. The
claymores were of a new configuration; two mines tied together with
2 sandbagged buffor between them, The first mine is comand detonated
and the top mine has a pull release fuse with a three to four
foot string tied to a stake in the ground, The bottem mine blows
to top one into the air where it detonates and Sprays the area.
Investigation of the area showed the deviece failed to work properly in
that both mines detonated simultaneously.,

The Battalion was relieved of responsibility for defending VCB on
26 August, and the following day moved into the field to conduct
Sweep operations. Ground Survellance Teams, organized from personnel
] within the Dattalion, were attached to the companies, They employed
I'OR'e, radar, meta-scopes, starlight scopcs, and other equipment to
detect enermy movement beyond human vision and hearing distance, On
several occasions the observation equipment detected movement enapling
the units to teke special precauticnary measures.

b, Weather. The weather consisted primarily of hot, humid days
with only three or four days of moderate rainfall, There was generally
a gentle breeze blowing in the higher elevations, at times reaching
to gusts of 15 to 20 knots,

¢s Terraine The terrrin in which VCB is located consists of
a large valley brdcen by small and rugged mountains with crests
to 552 meters., The Ca Lu area is in a valley floor with sharply
rising mountains on both sides. The area in which the Pattalion
commenced operations during the latter part of the month is characterized
by rolling hills, four to five foot high "elephantt grass, and small
deep ravines with intermittent streams.

CLCLGRR L L NI L R G i

5. Operations, All of the activities of the Battalion during the
month were part of the Lth Marines' operation "Georgia Tar.® On

18 August, Co D was chopped OPCON to the 3rc iarines and parbicipated
in operation "Virginia Ridge" until 24 August when they returned to
the Battalion,
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6. Results of Operations

e 1 NVA KIp

Le Enemy Equipment Captured/Destroyed

(1) lines, Ammunition, Demolition and Exrlosives

Det Cord, can _ _ 1
AP Mines (Claymore) 6

82nm Mortar Rds ———— e
ChiCom Grenades ~ ~— — — ~~ ™"~ -

50 Cal Rds - e e ~ 520
60 Mortar R S
Ixplosive (Pounds) — — —~ T~ "~ ™=~ 1
Cans of 82mm Fuses o T2

(2) Miscellaneous

Rice (Bags) ———— 3
Bumkers =~~~ T T T T T Tm o e - L7
Living Huts ~ — T T T T e — - = 8
Fox Heles ~— ~ — 7 TT T s - 27
Canteen :—"_—-”--' ““““““““ 2
Stoves —'-::-"-"" :::: 2
Comm Wire ~ — 7 T T T T T e ~ 7 200 Meters

7s Supporting Arms
ot A

Aot rmiinonie s

&s 24y Stpuort. During the Tirst 27 days of the mouth, tactical
ais sunport for the Fattalion censisied primarily of TR..10 bombing
attacks of suspected enemy positions, Of the 102 missions requested,
<0 were conducted, A total of 69 tons of bombs were expended, Bomb
damaze assessment (BDA) wes impossible due to the nature and locabion
of these strikes. An additicnal 22 divert targets were submitted,
These targets were submitted to higher headquarters for possible
attack by aircraft unable to expend their ordnance on preplanned
targets. None of the 22 were hit,

Wher the Zattalion moved into the field late in the month, the
oppertunit; for use of close air surport increased perceptibly.
Prior to the vertical assault conducted by *he Battalion, nine
flights of fixed wing strikes were £loum in and around the landing
vone. The BDA for these strikes was 10 bunkers destroyed, three
secendary explosigns, one secondary fire » and 100 meters of trails
and trench lines destroyed,

Five helicopter 1lifts were accoppilished during the monlh s lifting
a total of 500 pounds of cargo and 901 trocyt, Helicopters NFMEVAC
missions carried a total of 12 emergency, eight priority, and 19 routine,

6 CNCSOS BER (1)
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The overall effectivensss of the TACP was enhanced considerably
with the assignment of an F-4B pilot who replaced the Battalion FAC,
The Battalion now has two Naval Aviators with a wide range experience
in helicopters, the OV-104, and high performance aircraft.

be Artillery Supports The preponderance of artillery fire
was provided by G Battery, 3/12 located at Ca Lu, and 155mm Cuns
and 8" Guns located at VOB, During the last week of the month,
the Pattalion was supported by artillery and air when it launched
a vertical assault on an objective in the new AO, Prep fires for the
operation were conducted in three phases; artillery, air s Tollowed
by more artillery, Phase cne cormenced at 0430 and lasted until
0630 uten air strikes commenced. The air strikes ended at 0730 and
the final artillery prep fires werse delivered on the objective,
There were three linear and eight periphery targets hit during the
prep fires, a total of 16800 rounds of 10Ymm, 155mm, and 8" were

] expended.
E‘ . Weapon Targets Rounds
Haraessing and Interdiction 155mm 52 100
105mm 35 1740
Prep Fires (1) 105mm, 155mm, and 175mm 11 1800

Ce When the Battalion assumed responsibility for a new L0 late
in the month, eight counter rocket/counter mortar plans were in
existence: Bobeat, Krait, Tiger, Bronze, Panther, Lion, Fox and Hauk,

8. Logistics
a, Suoply

(1) Class I, A1l Class I was drawn at VOB, The Battalion
messhall served "A" rations daily at VCB. Hot food was delivered
to the field on an average of every other day. Additionally,

2,20l cases of MCI and 48,350 gallons of water were delivered to
umiits in the field during operation "Georgia Tar,.!

L2 SR R AR R

(2) Class II, The Battalion Supply Section moved from Quang Tri
tn VO3 during the menth. Shortages in the following items were
experienced during the period (all items have been requisitioned):

Fladk Jackets

Nozzie, Cover (Water Buffalo 1fiQ7Al)
Coat, utility (All sizes)

Socke (4171 sizee)

Hagazines (Cal .Lb)

Helmots, stesl

Cover, cantesn

Canicons

(3) Class ITI, Class IIT was drawm at VOB and ves suflicient
to support operations. A total of 3l barrels of Diesel Frol, three

ENCLOLORE 131

| [metcsEREn] ——

DECLASSIFIED



LU B

DECLASSIFIED

Jry r—

® |Uglissr) ®
——SlrleD |

barrels of MoGas, and three barrels of 307 0il was delivered to the
field,

(4) Class 1V, Class IV was draun st VOB and was adequate.
The following amounts were utilized by the Battalions

Sandbags 25,000
Concertina 75 rolls
Stakes, drive 8 bundles

(5) Class V, Class V was drawn at VCBe The following ordnance
wes delivered to the field in support operations:

81lmm Mortar 2,700 rounds
60mm Mortar 2,080 rounds
5.56 63,800 rounds
762 22,190 rounds
C-l Demo Kits 12

Smcke grenades 11 cases

(6) Class VI, Class VI wes deliversd to the field in the
following amounts:

Beer 176 cases
Soft drirks 176 cases
SP's 36 cases
Assorted Juices 123 cases

(7) Class VII. Organic motor vehicles were used for
administrative and logistical runs at VOB and Quang Tri, Performance
of the vehicles was considered satisfactory, Usage data for the
month is as indicated below:

18 Mi5141 13,481 miles
L Mm37B1 35987 miles
30 Mules 787 hours

(6) Class VIIT, Medical supplies were available in sufficient
qQueniitics during the month,

(9) Class IX. Repair parts were received through normal
channelis; howsver, insufficient parts were received to keep all
itews of eguipment operational., Required parts remein on requisition,

Ly Susporh, Division Mot Irangsport furnished transportetion
for celivery or Class TT and Class VT from the Reporting Unit Code

Y

(RUC) Lines at Quang Tri and Dong Ha Combat Boses to T3,

Co wServices. Laundry facilities at Dony Ma were wiilized, A
totel of 2,700 sets of utilities were lavndered with an estimated
300 s3ts being lost or returned in an unraviceable condition,

8 ENCLOSURE (3)
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9. Communication-Electronics

&, Message Certer, All message center traffic was transmitted,
received, and repro.uced by the Wth Marine Regiment during the
month, Administrative message picke-ups were made each morning for
the first two weeks of the month, and increased tc¢ three times
each day when it became apparent that one pick~up was nct sufficiently
responsive to the operational needs of the Battalion, Authenication
tables were distributed and utilized as required,

b, Radio. Voice radio communications provided the primary means
of control for the various elements of the Battelion, ALl frequencies
end call signs were listed in a Communications Operating Instructions
(COI) which was prepared by the communication center, and distributed
to each vnit commander., The XKAC QAL 512 and KAG PZ.l; we:e utilized
for encrypting and decrypting tactical traffic on all radio nets.

The AN/PRC~88 continued to be effectively utilized c¢n the platoon/squad
level in tactical operations.

ce Covered circﬁits. An additional AN/PRC 77 was used in conjunce
tion with a Ki-30 to facilitate transmission of classified traffic
without the time consuming use of encrypting and decryting devices.

de Wire, A fourth SB.22 switchboard was installed for use in the
Battalion rear area at VCB,

e, laintenances The maintenance section conducted its normal
maintenance and repeir work for the Battalion, and realigned the
AW/PRC-881s and set new frequencies on them. The total equipment
placed on deadline and repaired is as follows:

ITEM D/L REPAIRED

AN/PRC-25 2l 19

AN/PRC-88 2 0

AN/PRCNT L 2 -
SB~22/pt k1 1l

AN/GRA=39 1 0

AV /RPS-6 3 0

AN/PP-L567 2 0

Repair parts shortages for this period were almost nonexistent,
with the exception of the Handset, receiver element, FSI 5965-933-6897,

ENCIOSURE (1)
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10w Personnel and Administration
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2, Losses and Gains

oFr L or B
Losses 8 228 0 5
Battle (0)  (hk) (0) (o)
Non-Battle 3y @1) (0) (1)
Administrative (5) (1u7) (0) 0y
Gains 8 159 0 8

bs Awards, During the reporting period five Bronzc Star ledals,
8ix Navy Commendation Medals, sixteen Navy Achievement, Hedals,
twenty three Purple Heart Medals and sixteen Vietnamese Crosses of
Gallantry were presented, The follow awards were processed recormending
approval:

Silver Star Medal 2
Bronze Star ledal T
Navy Commendation Medal 13
Navy Achievement Medal 37
VGG 3

Ce Discipline, The number of disciplinary casds acted upon or
pending acticn is as follows:

Courts-Martial/Administrative Discharges Pending/Completed

Art 32 Investigations 1 Pending
Special Courts-Martial 2 Pending
Special Courts-lartial 2 Completed
Summary Courts-Martial 2 Pending
Summary Courts-Martial 7 Completed
Administrative Discharges 3 Completed

Non-Judieial Punishwments

Battalion Commander's 8
Compeny Commander!s 12

de R&R. The Battalion utilized the following out of country
RR quotas for the month of Lugust:

Bangkok 15 Singapore 6 Manila 1
Hawaii 23 Ckinawa ly
Hong Kong 12 Sydney 16
Taipeid, 9 Td<yo 8
10 ENCLOSURE (1.)
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€. Promotions, During the month the following promotions were

LIRS o st

effected:
0 REGULAR MERITORIOUS
FFC 7 0]
ICpl 0 7
Cpl 26 7
Sgt 0 2

11, Training

8., General Military Subjects and MOS training for the month
inereased considerably due to the opportunity afforded by the
Battalion spending most of the month at VCB, A copy of the training
accomplished report is attached as a supporting docuwent.

bo All replacements received indoctrination treining in accore
dance with the Battalion's SOP for indoctrination trainings Each
Marine joining the Battalion during the month fired the M-16 for
familiarization prior to being assigned to a unitb,

ce Officer and Staff Noncommissioned Officer training was
implemented during the month while the Battalion was in a static
defense posture at VCBs The subjects taught and total attendance
are included in the training accomplished report,

12. Peyckelogiocal Operations. In addition to the operations conducted
by higher headquarters within the Battalion's 40, & MEDCAP was carried
out, the report of which is attached as a Supporting document .

13. Medical and Dental Affairs

8+ The total number of visits to the BAS during the month of
August was 706,

be Prevalent medical entities encountered were:

Gonorrhea 5 Rat Bites N
Diarrhea 56 FUo 58
Malaria 15 Dermatological

URT 29 Conditions 21,
NP Disorders 2 Heat Casualiies 29
Hepatitis 1

Co All suspected and confirmed cases of Veneral Disease were given
an STS in accordance with NAVMED 22.18 and the results entered in
the individual health record,

11 ENCLOSURE (1)
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d. A total of L9 patients were referred to 3rd Medical Battalions
07 +whess referred, the following were consults:

EENT 5 Internal Medicine 17
Uvology L Dermatology 11
Surgery 2 Orthopedics S
NP 1

(1) There were no referrals to NAS Da Nang cr hospital shipse

(2) The total number of patients roferred to Dental Tor treatment.

. £}
W G

2s The following is a breskdown of casualties encoviteied for
the wonths

KIA 0 YD 1
Wit 16 208 0O
MIA 0 NBC @8

Te Heekly malaria prophylaxis was continued with the use of
Chlorequine-Primaquine tablets in the Battalion area. In conjunction
with the weckly malaria prophylaxis, daily malaria prophylaxis was
sontinued 211s0,

S» Sanitation inspections of the Battalion were held daily and
weekly in accordance with DivO P6000.D, Few discrepancies were
moted, Otooat nre being token to correct all discrepancies,
Fariiedauly ucbeworthy arees included the messhall, company showers,
end ohe troasient area,

h. During the month of August the BAS at Quang Tri was moved
to 0B, thereby combining the forward BAS and the secondary BAS into
2 gingle unit, The BAS now includes the Battalion Surgson and 18
Hospital Corpsmen. Incoming Hospital Corpsmen are now indoctrinated
and outfitted at VOB, All injuries and malaria encounters were
treated by riflc company corpsmen and, when required, casualties were
promptly transferred for further treatment. o serious delays
were encountered in resupply or evacuation curing this period.

1o Lecdives were given regularly at the PAS and by the rifle
compary Corpemens

Je With cooporation of the Dental wnits, a tobal of 6l patients
were referred for treatment, .11 srrivais into the Battalion were

12 ENCIOSTRRE (1)
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SEQU NTIAL LISTING OF STGNIFICANT RVENTS

1. Combet Opswations

01 Sy

G0 Awnge

07 fug

08 Aug

As the month of August commenced, the Babtalion was engaged
in the defense of VCB, There were three companies from 3/9
OFCON to the Battalion (I, L, and M), Co A was the Sparrow
Havk /Beld Eagle company; Co B wes defending Ca Lu; 2and Plat,
Co C was providing security for the daily cenvey from Dong
Ha to VCB; 3d Plat, Co D was defending Signal Hill; and
Companies D(-) and € (~) were conducting an operzthion
astrice the ridgeline north of the Ba Iwmp Vudleyo

£t 1400, Co K, 3/9 relieved Co L, 3/S ir tue linzs at VCB,
At that time the Battalion assumed OPOCY o8 Gr ¥
cf Go L was chopped back to 3/9,

At 0945, a Vietnamese Provisionsl Recormaissance Unit (PrU),
op3rating in Co B's area southeast of Ca Lua, encountered an
estineted 10 NVA/VC. A fire fight resulted in the vicinity
of ¥DOL343h, with umknown results, Co B was wnable to pet
involved in the action as it was in a no fire zone, anc the Co
‘tzelf was not under fire.

4+ 1017+ a patrol from Co D enccuntered two NVA who threw

an explosive device wounding one lMarine., The patrol fired
sl arms at the fleeing NVA with negative results. An

40 was called and arrived on station but because of the heavy
FLaCHE” in the area of contant (YD031483) the A0 was unsble

to help,

Ao 2250, a ground surveillance unit observed movement north
of the VCB perimster through a Night Observation Device,
Hortars (60's and 81%'s) were fired into the avea, A check
the following morning turned up negative results,

A% 1200, the Vietnamese PRU operating in the Ca Lu area
detalned nine VG suspects, Two were released due to poor
etate of health and seven were trucked to the PRU Headquarters
al Cam Lo

iffeciive 1100, Co K was relieved in tho lines =t VOB by
Go C(=)s At the same time the Battalion relirauished OPCON
92 Go K o 3/9a

At 1610, Co'e T enu it wiowe chopped OPCCH ack 4o 3/9 to
prepare for smbarkabion, Thoy were relieved in the lines
at VCB by CaD(-~).

” LAY YR 3
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21 Aug

22 Aug

25 Aug
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g9p0, Co G relieved Co & as the Sparrow Hawk /Bald Eagle
unitf and Co A joined Cofs C and D in the lines at VCB.

20, the convey from Dong Ha to VUB recsived RPG's and
small arms fire at XD98151h, Four Marines were WIA, two of
which were members of the Battalion, A heavy section of tanks
and two squads from Co A were dispatched to the area, They
uncovered four Russian type Claymore Mines wired for command
detonation along the west side of the road (Route #9), and
parts of an exploded RPG-7.

At 1700, Co X relieved Co G as the Sparrow Hawk/Bald Eagle unite

Lt 0900, Co L relieved Co D in the lines at VUB,.

4% 1000, the 3rd Plat, Co L relieved the 2d Plat, Co D on
Signal H:Lll.

At 1320, a patrol from Co C heard a rifle bolt belng moved
and del:.vered small arms into the suspected enemy position,
An artillery and mortar barrage wes slso fired into the area,
flushing one NVA who escaped, Other noises led the members of
the patrol to believe that there were more, though only one
NVA was spotted. When the supporting arms fire was lifted,
the area was searched with negative results,

At 1030, a patrol from Co B found a bivouac site for approxie
mately 10 NVA, It had been used in the past few days,

There was gne-~26 grenade, five }-16 magazines h and an
electrical wire leading from the site to Route #9. The

site was located at ¥D980516., At 1115 the same patrol found
a snipcys position in the vicinity of XD97L4520. Fresh trails
were leading in and out of the positions. An AK-L7 magazine,
1 NVA canteen, 2 pop-up flare containers, 2 AK-50 rounds,

a smell roll of Communication wire, and some empty food
packages were found,

At 2115, Co A observed movement outside the wire barriers
along the northern sector of the VCB perimeter, By use of a
NOD, a Marine fromthe company was sble to observe several
MVLi soldiers. Small Arms, artillery and mortar fiiz were
delivered, and an AQ was requesteds When the A0 arrived he
further requested a "spooky! (mackine gun firing C-L7
aircraft) which attacked targets in this area, A potrol

85t out the following morning to assess results and found
nothing.

A4, 13)0, a patrol from Co C observed two suspected NVA in
the vieinity of ¥D028L467. Visual contact was lost almost
imnediatelye

At 1600, the Sparrow Hawk was helilifted to an area (vicinity
of YD1151) where a recon ieam had been extracted due to heavy
enewy contact, They experienced negative contact,
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815, the leading elements of Co A landed in grid square
Be The landing was preceded by artillery prep fires

and air strikes, and was unopposed, Three companies landed

and swept through the "rccket belt.! Co's I and C followed

Co A into the 1Z without incident.

At 0400, Cor had movement along the wire at FSB Cates,
Fresh footprints were discovered by the wire check at 0630.
At 1500, Co B was helilifted into the Battalion's A to
replace Co D on the operation, Co D was helilifted back

to VOB and chopped OPCON to 3/L.

At 1600, a patrol from Co B uncoversd a bunker and mortar
plt in the vicinity of XD888L498, The bunker contained forty
60mm Mortar rounds and three hundred ,50 Cal rovnds, A1l
this ammunition was destroyed.

AY 1200, a Plat from Co B while on patrol found 10 bunkers
conteining eleven 82mm Mortar rounds. Footprints around

the bunkers appeared to be one week old, The ammo was destroyed.
4%t 1045, the same patrol uncovered an eight bunker complex
also containing eleven 82mm Mortar rounds which were destroyeds
The bunksers were locabed at XD894L85 while the 10 burkers

found later were located at XD893508.

At 1130, 2 patrol from Co C found an old bunker complex
containing eight 82mm Mortar rounds and two cans of fuses

for them, The bunker complex had been previously destroyed,
and was located in the vieinity of XD903492, The ammo and
fuses vere destroyed,

At 1040, a patrol from Co B spotied one HVA at XDY15516.
An V.79 was fired at the fleeing WVA with negative results.

2, Significant events not related to combat onerations

0l Aug

03 Aug

05 Aug

At 1100, the Battalion Commander and the S-3 visited
Company D(-) and C(~) in the field,

At 1700, Co G(~) returned to VCB from their omeraticn in the
Ba Loag Valley.

At 2002, a Vof reastion force drill wes heli. It was 2124
before all units finally arrived at the assambly wren, A
ceritique was planned for the following day at the »megimontal
myrming hriefing,

4t 1500, a change of command cercmony wus held in the Battalion
arza et V0B, LECol WILLCOX wes relieved by Ii4Col MAC TNWIS,
Guests dincluded MajCen JONPS (0Q, 3diaxDiv) and Col GOGGIN

(CO, Lth Marines), Music wns provided by the 3rdMarDiv Band
which @3 floun in by helicopter from Quong Trd,
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Capt James C, STOKES reported to the Battalion to replace
1stLt MARKARIWICZ, a8 the Battalion's FAC,

At 1500, Col HERSHEY relieved Col GOGGIN as €O, Lth Marines,
The Battalion Comander attended the change of command ceremony,

At 1925, VCB received 4 to 6 inceming rounds of 122mm
rockets resulting in six Marines being wounded (one from the
Battalion and five from Co I),

affective at 1515, Co G, 2/L was chopped OPCON to the Battalion,

At 0850, a burn barrel exploded in Co C's sector of the
lines at VCB, Apparently an explosive davice had been
thrown into the barrel through carriessness., One Marine
was killed and another seriously wounded,

At 1200, the Battalion's AO was increased by approximately
two to three 1,000 meter grid squares along the southern
boundry. The increase was caused by the departure of the
2d ARVY Regiment from the area,

At 1600, Co X (3/4) was chopped OPCOLl to the Battalion,

At 1030, Co G was chopped OPCON back to their parent 2/,
At 1300, the Battalion assumed OPCOH of Co L, 3/L.

At 1815, four 122mm rockets impacted at VCB wounding two
Marines from Co A,

At 0715, seven 107mm rockets impacted at VCD. There were no
personnel wounded,

During the day the Battalion Commander, S3, ALO, and
Arty I0 made a reconnaissance in the UH 1E of an area thot the
Battalion was to conduct & vertical assault in on 25 August,

At 0730, the Battalion Commander and S-3 met with the U and Sm3,
lith larines to discuss a new concept of operations for the
Battalion sweep into the "rocket belt! west of VCB. The
original plan of a vertical assault had been disapproved by

the 3rdiarDiv, The new concept was a twoecompany reconnaissance
in force operation, Following the meeting, the €O, S-3,

ALO, Arty 10, two company commanders (Co's A and G) and a
prlatoon commander from each of the Cols made a VR of the

area in UH l&'s,

Late in the afternoon Co D was helilifted from the 3rd Marines
AO bgck to VCB. The Co was chopped OPCON back to the Battalion
at 1600,
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At 0930, Co B relieved Co X in place and assumed the
Sparrow Hawk/ Bald Eagle mission,

At 152, VCB received three 107mm incoming rockets wounding
nine Marines of the Battalion,

At 1530, the A Command Group arrived at FSB Cates and the
Battallon exchanged AO's with 3/L. At the same time, the
Battalion assumed OPCON of Co's I and M, 3/h.

At 1900, Co B was chopped OPCON to 3/L to assume the Sparrow
‘Hawk/Bald Bagle mission,

A’;h 1015, Co I was helilifted to VOB and chopped OPCON back to
3

At 0800, Co B was chopped OPCON back to the Battalion.

4%t 0700, the Battalion regained OFCM of Co D as they commenced
their helilift to FSB Cates, The Co(-) replaced Co M(-) at
FSB Cates and helilifted its 2d Plat 1o Hill 950 and relisved
one of the Plat's of Co M located there, The entire 1ift
was completed a2t 0821, at which time Co M was chopped OPCGH
back to 3/L.

4t 0900, Regimental Commander, Col HERSHEY visited FSB

Cates and Hill 950.
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PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCULIGITS
Ao 522, 5.3 Journsl; 1 August through 31 Augoat 1969, €000 Sap
V. Monthly treining Report; for August 1969,
V3. After Action Report (MEDCAP),
Y/ he Operation Order 3-69, 251200 Augcust 1969,
vE, COI Effective 010800 Avgust 1969 to 050800 September 1969
'/6.~ Vistnan map sheete euan, emnr(mzy_mmm); .
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Battalion, 4th Marimes (Reim)
8d Marime Divisiom (-)(Rein), MMF
FPO San Framcisco 96608
: 8/CWC/mtd

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding Officer, 4th Marimes

Subj: Training accomplished durimg the month of August 1689
Ref: (a) RegtO 1540.2H

1. In aceordamce with referemce (a) the followimg report 1s sutmitted.

Subject Hours Attandanse
Ambush % 308
Hand and arm sigmals 2 580
: Hand md arm sigmals (application) 7 50
Fireteam and =quad .fountiom 1 160
Techinique of fire p | 160
Mission of squad 3 160
E Structure of squad 3 160
T Troop lsading steps 3 180
Five paragraph order 1% 160
Caresr plamming b § 188
Leadership 2 158
Map reading e soe
NBC 2 a
Weapons safety 1 226
Weapon sescurity b § 158
Supperting arms “% 208
First aid b § 158

DECLASSIFIED
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Subjoot

Night Attack, Night Movement
Practical Applicationm

Tank, infantry tactics

8.5 Rocket Launcher

LAAW

Helicopter Operations

Forward Obsarver proceduras
U.S. Pistol Cal, .45

Care and cleaning individual wesapons
NBC Warfare

Radio proecedures

Character Guidance
Seismographic imstrusiom device
Night observation devices
Silver Zine Battery building
PPS6 Caré and Operation

PPS6 Practical Application
Metascope and Imfra-red light
60mm Mortar

Terrain Appreciation

Drug abuse

Officer and Staff Nomcommissioned
Officer Training

Fitnsss Report
Artillery

Rules of engagement

DECLASSIFIED
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Subject ‘ Hours Attendanse
Air support, Request ~nd observation 1 25
Uniform Code of Military Justice 1 29

Command Orientation and Troop Imdootrimation
program 142

c. wo COBB Jl'.
By direction
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23 August 1909

MEMO AN DIM »
Frem: Battalien Surgeen
To: Mvisien Surgeen

Subj: Med Cap of 17 August 1969

“.,_,.-... .‘m‘,;,.mm e

1. On 17 August 69 thie BAS ef 1/4 previded medi cal treatment and
drugs te the labor camp at Vandergrift Cembat m se. Appreximately
65 pesple were trekted. Nene of these pecple were seriously ill and
most had minor complaints such as csughes, diarrhed, headud:es, and
vague abdemenal pain., Cne 15 year eld male did have a temp. of 101,0
witheut an ebvieus reaxn and L. was referred te C -~ Med for rere
complete diagnostic work-iy,

s kit el
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SOTEISNTTAD Lo ! Cony of /2 sopies

1st Bn, 4
QUAIG TRI ™

AS/_e0
Operation Order 3-89

Ref: {a) Meps: Vietnam, 1:50,000 Series L7014, Sheets 6342 TI, 'nd III.

(b) CCI 04iCE00 Az 69

Task Organdzation

(A1l attachments effective 26 August 1979)

st Bn, 4th Marines LtCol Hné TNHIS
Co A

Co B

Go C ‘

lo D Capt f‘iﬂ;
6lmm Mort Plat | lsthuNOSp
106em; R Plat _ 2Lt RESR

1. SITUATICH
8. En Porces
.

(1) Carrent INTSUMS

(R) Current PTRINTALPS

i

Ya Friend.'g Forces

(1) 4tk Marines eontinuee operation "Geor;d.d Tar®,

(2% 2d Bn, 4th Marines conmnueﬁ nperatt.on "Arlinptou
Caryom" in A0 %o the rorth.

(%) 2%rc "econ Bn eonducts surveillance operat® ov" in
zoras west and south.

(4) 3rc¢ Bn, 12th Marires D/5 4th Marines,

(5) Air gupport avzilable upon request through 4ﬂ1 Marines AlD.
‘See Aurex fa)

{6} Normel atbechucats of redical, commnications, HST, X C Scouts
rrcund sarveilomes ~nd englineers, - :

Es

¢ “IJ"’IDE!"TIIXL
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€. Mission: To conduel reconn: 13 nce in [ roe oneratiorr wit ik the assicned
A0y o searsh out e ens lires of eer - iratio s > 1o cenk onb nnd disent
the e emy 'nd his ‘%”Ll“ﬂl-.::fu. end to enetsdild i mﬁ"i L orismb wocket sttacka

from thde AO to friendly fixed nositions,

Concent of Operatior. 1ot Brn, 43 Merine laud ab T2 Turksy. COne
CoMLaly moves to the north o oceury the high :round ana DrC'VldB
support for another ¢ ST *'ovmr* Yegt to FSB CGhurka. A t.ird
company wWill move to the sruth snd premase for a saenp Lo tke
"orthenst, Onz eowmrany rems i*: 'fzw bettalinn and rariment-l reserv:.
On B+2 tha compary on Ghurka reverbts +- battali - and re: imental
reserve 21d “he reserve compary Tsnie nrepared o arry aut e sveen
Lo the Northess' or the 1eft 0k of the emmprny S~ the south =s
frdlegted by snrex (b). Fetimstad total time of ovgration is 10 days,

’T" c A [Rein)
{} (‘ mmmncing 270800 be helilifted to the designuted 17, sesure
ne 17 and move to the nish govund to the Yortavest when ree
‘,u,ms nd by MDY Co, as 12 s ::curlt,y.. Be rreparad t- eontiaie
arch operations to the Terthe st follow: n~ in trace of Cotig

LTy ok
_J hﬁ 'Uu

C¢ T (Rain)
TR s B T % AL

(i) Co:amenc‘}.m 270850 foliow Co A inko the desipnstes L” onl rssumie
12 seeurity amtil relileved By Co C", Move west an! be preparcd
to occupy FSE Grurks on Ds1,

(2} Fe prepared to revert to batialion reserve on vrder.

%0 G(iein}
. a1

{1, Cormsncing 270900 follew Co D iy “t¢ the desiprated IZ and assune
Lz ccu'ity. Upson aom pleo on ¢! thelilt; ove to the S.Z, De
pmpzmd to conduct recrmnalisanse to the ‘lortheast in eonjunction
with Co B on De2,
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4o  ADTUTISTRETTOV 2°1) L) 57I0S
2. Supply ond res*l}m»:zf All anits depart V02 wit, ‘f)re“c"ibOd lo i
, (.., 1 NOA3 % days MCI; salt teohlets, halizere % blebss » d ‘nsect
E crellentls Subril reauests for cos innly "fj:'l?ur‘fdao 1100 for
Tolluwine day, ‘mercenct resvpnly reciesiz 011 bhe arceplbed any-
time. Dosurnly will he by helienabar.
be Casuzlbies. Exerclive preveniscive redicine mesrures te roduss heath
' casnalties. Utiliss moxinum sntdwmslariec nrocedures.
lequasts for IIMWYAC will Do submitted throush battali~np
4 Lz Control Neb. Desi nzte Proutina®, ¥pr'c u‘ity”, or
] Famerrenc 7,
5, COITIAMD AT COIMUNTCATIONGTLECTRONICS
2s Hadic gprocedurgs.
3
] {1} Reference (b).
{2} Aathentiration and mumerical codes - KAC QAL 512,
] he  Visual sipnals,
3 (1; ‘nite smeke morks anemy »osliticns,
¢ () ¥ellow smoke maris ©r ieny rositions,
vy
(3: Red smoke marks unsecure areas.,
(4) Green smoke marks secured zreas,
Go Thrugt lines ’ef“er-t*ve £70 300},
" SO

(1)

S B e LD Tl X

Boy's romes - intersest on of grid lines 84&50.
Giel's mmes = intersestion of reid iines £8&K% ,
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TPV TYSV R 8
S I.u‘&.\' fI; L:ri

8. Co B (Rein): Commencing 270800 stendby at VOB as battalion and
: TR regimental reserve. Be prepared bo be helo 1ifted
F to the Co € & d condunt zecomraisance in f rece
operations &8 Jdirected.

fo 8Blmn Mortar Plutoon

(1) 9n Del heli 1if% ore seciion %~ 17411 950,

1 (2) Provide ome souad to ac-ompany Co U on De Day to act as COP
: security and ammunition creriers,

2. 106mm R Plateon

3 (1) On DeDay pro~ide one saurd to ach o5 emmition carriers rnd CP
' actrity with Go G,

as  Cocordinatir - instruetious.

. 2 desrinn ey mw

(1) Compsrdes move into nipht positions cfter dark sn remedn ‘nbroh
excert for TPf's an’ ambushes which will not be more thon 200
neters from Co position,

{2) Cerpany night pogitions will be more then 1,000 meters from
vrevicus anicht's positiorn.

(8) Day wd night sctivitdles will be submitied prior to 1400 daily

ror that nicht and followlng day. If umable %o pinpoins positions

for LP's and ambush &ltes, subnit ss soon s night position is occupied,
(4} DeDgr, 27 Aupy Pollcar, 0700,

(5) Corparies submit hourly situation renorts betueern 2200 and N800
(irclusive) daily,.

() Casualiy reports wiil ke submitted in accordance lth batbalion
coda.

(7) Snot rerorts will be submitted as tiey oceur, “ollowed by addibionali
aotalls 25 they become known.,

OVTTTTRIMTAL
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d. Comnand Post
(1) Indtdally, Ba Juwip CP will be with Co O,
(2} Aifa Command growp (=) will move "o FSB Cates cii el

ATICTVITRANT RECTTOT (verbally)

O ooy oo L"'?:YI’P“TT"'AI@ TOTOURL MAC I7IS

C. . COBB, Tr,
Majer, U. 8. Marine Corps
Operstions Officer

Amnegess

J A.  Mr Anpex

-/'Bc Cverlay to 07 Qeder 3.69

CONEIDETTAL
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COFIDEITIAL Copy of coples
lst B, yth Marines
QUANIG TRI YROVINCE

Annex (Air) to Operation Order

e—

Rat: (o) Mapss (1) 6342II ed 2 AMS Ser L7014
(2) 6342111 ed 5 AMS Ser L7014

Time: Zone: IIOTEL
1. Helo Assault Klondike Alpha LZ 856482 (Alt 857473) 170 Troops "A" Co.
&. L-Hour 0800
2. Schedule of Events
a. 040OC=0615 Arty Prep of LZ
0615 4,0, on Station
0630-0730 F/W Prep of L2 (Five Flights)
0730=0800 Arty Prep of 1Z
0800-0900 LeHour Klondike "A®
0920-110C Admin IAft to Lz Klondike ®Dmengw
be TFixed Wing Cap

0800=0820 | 1 FLT Cap

0620=0840 1 FuT Cap

0840=-0900 1 FLT Cap

Smoke Coveraze

0755=0830 2 FLTS of T W/Smoke
0> Frequencies

UHF  339.0 (llagenta) F(w_- 0v20 = Helo
FM M2  37.00  Assault
CONFIDENTIAL
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