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SECTI1ON I

OHGANIZATIONAL DATA, INCLUDING ATTACEMENTS

1. Designation/Loceation. This report covers the period from
1-31 Jenuary 1968, During this period elements of Battelion
Landing Teen 2/4 perticipated in Operations OSCEOLA, BALLISTIC
AF#iOR, NHOSHO I1, FORTRESS ATTACK, KENTUCKY, NAPOLEOL end
LANCASTER 11. '

Conmencing on 1 Jenuary 1968 elements of the BLT began embark-
etion aboard Awphibious Ready Group (ARG) shipping from Danang,
Dong, Ha and Hue, KVN, At 0l1200H Jenueary 196% the BLT wes for-
mally relieved of its defensive responsibilities of the GQuang Tri
Airfield (Ope~ation OSCEOLA), being relieved by the 1lst Battalion,
3d Marines, On 2-3 Janusry 1960 the bulk of the BLT hetilifted
from Quang Tri to assigned shipping, notably the USS IwWO JIMA
(LPH-2), USS CLKVELAND (LPD-7), USS COMSTOCK (LSD-19) and the

USS WEXFORD COUNTY (LST-1168). On 4-5 January 1958 the ARG witk
embarked BLT 2/l steamed for Subic Bay, Philippines for rehebili-
tation and treining, arriving there on 6 January. From 6 January
1968 until 14 Jenuaery 1968 the BLT underwent extensive rehabilite-

- tion of its equipment, supply and materiel. The personnel were

subjected to training phases including live wesapons tire and
menasuver and jungle warfare plus numerous indoctrination type lect-
ure periods all keyed to the conduct of amphibious operations,

" On 12 January 1968 the ARG was slerted to stand-by status due to

the current situation in RVN, On the morning or 1ll} Jsnuary 1968
the AKG seiled for Vietnamese waters, arriving early on 16 January
1965, This ronid denlovment caused cancellation of the Amphibious
Exercis¢ HILLTOP XIX Scheduled for 15-17 January.,

On 221245H Jenuary 1968, the BLT was ordered to execute Operation
BALLISY1C AKMOR, a heliborne BUT/LCX, immediately. At 221530H the
initial sssault elements of the BLT were lended at Camp Evens,
Thua Thien F:ovince in relief of the 1st Battalion, 9th Merines,
The BLT vooxk the responsibility for the defense of Cauwp Evans

and the outlying outpost, Hills 51 and 746 while under OPCON

1st Marines &s pert of NEOSHO I1I.

On 26 Januery 1968 the BLT wes relieved by & U, S, Army Brigede
of the 1lst Air Cavalry Division and commenced backloauing, having
been alerted for comnmitment eshore sgain on 27 January 1968.

- At 270715h the assault elements began Or~ration FORTHESS ATTACK

by helilifting to the C-2 position (Cam Lo) in the 9th Marines
Ares of Operations., The initial units landed at C-2 at 270%903H
and the BLT was firmly ashore at 271530H. The BLT units were
split to conform with the 9th Marines mission in defending many
vital aresas nesar and slong the DMZ, in eration KENTUCKY.

- Company H chopped to the 1st Battalion, lith Marines upon landing
" and moved into prepared positions at C-2 bridge. On 31 Januery

1963, the BLT (-) with three rifleﬁjﬁg i and the command group
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488 helilifted to the vicinity of Camp Cerroll in support

" of the ljth Marines Operation LANCASTER, The Battalion developed

defensive positions north and west of Camp Cerroll along Route #9.

2., Neame/Rank of Commanding Officers, Steff and Principal Subordi-
nate T/0 Billet Assignments.,

Commanding Officer v LtCol W. WEISE

Executive Officer

S-1

5-2

S=3

S-l

Supnly Officer
Communications Officer
Motor Trensport Officer
Medical Officer
Chaplein

Company Commanders

H&S Conpany

E Compeny
F Compeany
G Compeny to 10Jan68 - - =
£ 11Jenb8 - - -
t] Company
- Attachments

Bettery L, 3dBn, 12th Marines
Morter Battery, 3uBn, 12th Marines
Det, HgBn, 3dMerDiv

1stPlt, CoA, 5thTkBn

1stPlt, CoA, 5thATBn

LithPlt, CoB, 1lstAmTracBn
2dPlt, CoB, 3dEngrBn

3dPlt, CoC, 3dMTBn

1stPlt, CoC, 3dSPBn

Logistic Support Unit, FLC
1stPl1t, CoD, 3dReconBn
CleeringPlt, CoD, 5thMedBn

Maj €. W. KNAPP
1stLt R. L. MORRIS
Capt R. J. MURPHY
Maj A. P. BRILL

Cart L. L. POREHAND
1stLt 3. D. POMICHTER
1stLt R. L. KLAUER
2dLt D. H. NEFF

Lt F. P. LILLIS USN
Lt S. J. HABIBY USN

1stLt E. S. DAWSON
Capt J. E. LIVINGSTON
1stLt M. H. GAVLICK
Capt R. L. HARSHMAN
Cept M. S. VARGAS
Capt Jo Lo WILLIAMS

Capt CONION
Capt SULLLVAN
1stLt DAWKINS
1stLt KANE
2dLt SMITH
2dLt NOKE

2dLt HAMILTON
lstLt FAUST,
2dLt COGBILL
l1stLt DE"JARLAIS
l1stLt MUTkhi

Lt JOHNSON USN
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SECTION II
PERSCNNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

Period 1-31 January 1968

l. Persounel
e. The average monthly strength during the period:

USMC USN
Officers: 65 8
Enlisted: 1566 85

b, OCritical MOS's and reank deficiencies have been closly
monitored and requested,

c. The following number of personnel were traunsferred durirg
the month:

USMC USN
- Officers: 1 0]
Enlisted: 2e 0

d. The following number of personnel were joined during
this period:

. USMC USN
.. Officers: 3 0
- Enlisted: 82 2

e. The following casuelties were teken during this period:

KIA 2
WIA 13
DOW 0
MIA
WLANE
DISEASED
INJURED
DOI

OTHER

ooFomNno
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SECTION TI1I
INTELLIGENCE

; . 1. During the repcrting period, 1=-31 January 1968, intelligence
' oreretions were satisfactory.

2. Enemy Casuslties

8., Operation OSCEQLA (01L0001lH Jen68 - 011200H Jen68): None 1
b, Operation BALLISTIC AFMOR/NEOSHO II (221530H Jan68 - f

261200h Jan68): 6 KIA (Confirmed), 7 KIA (Probeble) from srtillery

fires; 1 Detainee by Compeny G. ;
¢. Operation FORTRESS ATTACK/¥ESTUCKY/LANCASTER II (270903H ’

Janbd - 312L;00H Janb8): None

d., Total KIA since 5 May 1965: 1584

3., Ceptured and Destroyed Equipment: None

Total weapons since 5 May 1965: 357

i
;'
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DUNRCLASSIFIED OPuRATICNS AND TRALNANG
1. Specizl Onerstious

e, During the period 01001E Jenuery - 011200H Jenuery 1968
the BLT wes particinasting in Operation OSCEOLA and observing the
New Yeer Truce, No significant azction tcok plsce during this Lo
neriod, the end signifying the BLT relief by the lst Bettalion,
34 larines.

b. /L4 2212))58 Januery 1968 the BLT weas alertcd and ordered
by CG 111 FAF to execute Opersation BALLISTIC ARNOE immediately.
within 2 3/ hours from the slert, the first elements of the
BLT were )aending at Camp Bvens, Thua Ihien ™rovince in support
of the lst Marines and relieving the Lst Battalion, 9th Marines,
The BLYT lended with its CP Group, 3 rifle compenies and its L.2
morter betlery with the mission of essuming the defense of Cemp
tivens end necerby outposts, This wes accomplished expeditiously.
Routing vatrolling end night listening post/ambush security
_messurcs wer: employed. On 2l Januery the BLT was alerted for
{ reembarkation and & possible new mission farther North, On 26
Jenusry backloading wes accomplished in six hours.

c. At 270715H the BLT commenced Operation FORTRESS ATTACK
. ov lending at C-2, Cam Lo, in support of the 9th Marines, Operation
" FENTUCKY to bolster the defenses along the DMZ. The BLT Command
. Group, 1its l} rifle compenies, Mortar Battery, reconnaissence pla-
toon, eupineer, mortar end 106 RR platoons landed &t C-2 LZ ASH.
Compeny H was atieched to the 1lst Battelion, Lth Merines at c-2
end the Mrrisy Battery wes sent to A-3 under 9th Marine control,
The Shore Perty platoon end Battery H were landed at DHCB in
direct supnort roles. The AmTrec end Tank Platoons were lande”
the ~vening of D-1 &t Cus Viet under OPCON of the 1st AmTreacBn
in Operetion HAPOLEON and the AT Platoon later joined the BLT ()
at Cem Lo Aree, The BLT (-) was given the mission to occupy ground
between the defensive positions at A-3 and Con Thien (A-ly) on
Hill )2 (YD 1L7693). A defense was established end normal daeylight
and nighttime security and patrol ectivities were conducted.
linor enemy contect wes encountered,

d. On 311300hE January 1968 the BLT (-) consisting of the
Cormmand Group snd 3 »ifle companies and the 81mmu Morter, 106RR,
* Engineer and Kecouneissence pletoons were helilifted from the
vicinity of Hill lj2 to Cemp Carroll in support of Lth Marines
in Operstion LARNCASTER 11. ,;ﬁg

Ll

2. Training. Activities during the month of Jenueary 1068 were as

Tollows: )
e. From 2-3 Jenuary 1968 the BLT embarked ARG shipping in

nreparstion for its commitment as Special Landing Force ALFA

(TG 79.44). On L6 Jenuary 1968 t@Eét%g@]ﬁFﬁ oute to Subic 3
: y
& .
6
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g &y, Republic of the Philippines and conducted limited training,
such as Shipboerd Orientation, Helicopter Debarketion Drills
end the Shipboard Drills in accordence with Navy Regulations.

b. Al Subic Bay from 6-13 Jsnuary 1968, the BLT underwent

. xtensive training oriented to Helo-Surface assault missions.

This wes the welding together of en air-land-sea team. Training
was subordinated only to an extensive "rehabilitation" effort to
service, repair end replace all vehicles, equipment &and materiel
in foremost condition for future combat use. A training schedule
was prevared while enroute to Subic Bay and the following areas
of instruction, demonstration end epplication were accomplished:

(1) Infantry units, Assault of Fortified Positions, live
fire, at the Zambales Training Ares.

(2) Orgenic Weapons Firing (Individuel arms and Crew-
Served wespons), live fire, Zembeles and Subic Renge.

(3) Tenk-Infentry Assault, Zembsles Ares.

(}) Forward Observer Procedures, Zsmbsles Ares.

(5) Artillery, Mortar end 106 RR demonstrations, Zembales
Arees.

—
(o)

= W N OO0 o
Nt Nt S S N N N g e

: Compass &nd lMep Reeding, Application, Subic Training
areas,
Small Unit Tectics, Subic Aress.
Ni¢ht Defense - Night Assault, Subic Aresas,
Comneny Tactics, Subic Aress.
Booby-Traps, Subic Aresa.
River Crossing Techniques, Subic Ares,
CPX, BLT Alfe Cormend Group, Subic Area.
DMZ Lectures, Subic Ares
Gun Drill (Crew Served, Artillery, Mortars, 106RR,
ONTO®, Teuks), Subic and Zswbales Areas.
(15) LCM-8 Embarketion Lendings and Withdrewel, Zembales

—~ e~~~
H = o~~~

—
=

AJ"Ca.o

(16) LVIP-5 kmbarketion Lendings end Withdrewasl, Zambales
Area,

(17) Basic Communications, Subic Areas,

(18) Helicopter Embarkation, Lending end Withdrawal,
Zambales Ares. :

(19) 0JT for &ll attached/organic personnel.

c. During the month all BLT personnel were scheduled to fire
individual T/0 weapons using the Subic Rangecs; supervised by the

LT S-3 end unit leaders,

3. School guotas for Jenuery 1968: None, due to the non-availab-
ility of BLT personnel engeaged in the treining/rehabilitation
rrogram both aboard ARG shipping end at Subie Bay, Philippines.
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SECTION V
LOGISTICS

The emelgamation of BLT 2/l sbosrd ship and ~ubsequently at Subic
Bay, Repuolic of the Philippines was essentially the first time
all units were together,

Due to weather, the initiel embarkation of the BLT was not as plan-
ned. The deviation from planned loading was primarily confined

to materiel. This did not result in any major problems due to the
fact that the BLT immediately departed for ar? landed &t Subic

Bay. However, had the BLT been diverted end been required to
conduct a landing prior to the Subic Bay off-load, serious dif-
ficulties would have been encountered.

At Subic Bay, 9th MAB and 3dFSR provided a meintenance progrem that
was superior in &ll respects. Problem areas encountered, were in
every case, directly attributed to the fact that the BLT was never
vrhysicelly formed prior to errival at Subic Bay. Numerous brief-
ings were held by this headquarters and followed up with message
instructions, in order to insure timely receipt of instructions

Ly subordinate units. O9thMAB and 3dFSR representatives mede an
oxhsustive effort to inform the BLT of possible problem areas and
recomnmended solutions, Though every effort wass made to take action
on each recommendation, the physicel separation. redesignation

of units and the overburdened communication system resulted in

some units not being fully and timely informed.

The meintenance and supply effort at Subic Bay, by Provisional
Service Battalion and 3dFSR can only be described as outstanding
in a1l resvnects., A meximum effort was conducted at all times

on & twent~=four hour bassis. Due to imposed training require-
ments certain items were not turned in &s timely as they should
heve been, pbut the initiel turn-in volume provided sufficient
rniaterial to all maintenance facilities,

Due to previously mentioned problem areas while still "in country",
& complete and accurate inventory of other than Combat Essential
ond me jor items of Bquipment listing could not be provided. The
listing was not required, however, in order to positively insure
each item of the BLT was given a& maintenance evaluation nspection,
both the BLT and the Maintenance Facility should have such a list-
ing. The time and effort expended to compile such & list would
prove to be worthwhile for the entire duration of the SLF,

Training and normal housekeeping functions were not impared by the
turn-in of equipment, except in one major area, office machines.
™e total limited BLT assets were reduced to zero. The FlNFPac
Liaison Officer was able to provide from available Navy Station
assets, a sufficient number of such items to insure continuation
of administration, It is recomm~nded that an emergency pool

be esteblished for this purpose or a pool be provided by 3dFSR.

r Pt bt o o e s
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Bven though the rehabilitetion/Training period weas shortened by
the RVN situation, there were no serious effects. The back-loads,
compressed time frame, was conducted without undue incident. The
only problem areas was the continuous arrival of supplies that
resulted in unvlanned loading. Regardless of this fact, the
reaction by the Navy was positive and all supplies were emberked
in & timely fashion., After the fact revisions of Landing Plans
became necessery due to the volume of supplies received after com=-
vletion of planning.

The Camn facilities at Sublc Bay were adequate end in an excellent S
stete of unkeep. The only drawback was the inadequacy cf telephones, i BN
The BLT was unable to provide any type of internel wire or radio A
communications due to the fact that all equipment was turned in
t¢ the maintenance facility.

More explicit guide lines should be furnished to the C&C platoon SR
and the LSU Detachment as regards the medical supply block. As ‘
a result of the proposed replacement of the LSU block, the fact 'jf*
was ascertained that this block was en exact duplication of the i
suprlies embarked by the C&C platoon, Following this, the med-
ical block issued to the LSU Detachment was returned to 9thMAB.

Discrepancies which existed in the Class V LFORM were not readily _
apparent due to en initiel inaccurate inventory and mixed loading. T
The CL V BA requisitioned by this heasdquarters was also delayed.

The requisition, submitted by message, was not received in suffi=-

cient time to allow complete delivery. Since that time all dis-

crepancies have been corrected. This could be eliminated by an

accurste LFORM listing being provided. The CL V BA requisitioned,

was questioned, however, quantities requested were based on C.aange

2 to MCO 8010.1A and RVN expenditure rates,

Upon return to RVN and in-country supply source, no major problems
heve been encountered. Lieison and a RUC line were established at
FLC, Danang prior to departure, To date no delays have resulted
in receiving items aveilsble in the system,
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COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS

1. Significant Events

During, the month of Jenuary, this unit embarked aboard the USS

IWO JIMA and USS CLEVELAND to assume the duties as SLF. This

unit elso pasrticipated in operations! BALLISTIC ARMOR and FORTRESS
ATTACK.

2., There have been no new developments for this unit,

3. Yioblem Areas

Supply shortages in operating components for the PRC-25 remain the
most critical problem. This shortage inclvdes modules for second
and third echelon repair parts. H-138 and H-189 handset. in addi=-
tion to AT-271 antennas are the most criticel shortsages.

Supply problems for the PRC-L41 and PRC-l7 radios remain constant
due to the shortapes of Mono-blocks "in country" to keep the
betteries in a ready status,

i, Stetus of Cmmunications Equipment

Upon arriving at Subic Bay, communication equipment from BLT 2/l . A
and ettached units was turned into Sub Unit #l. Gear was checked S
and returned to BLT 2/4. One (1) TPS-21 was retained by Sub Unit

#1.

5. There were no security violations for the month of January.

6. Amount of Messapes Ssnt and Raceived
Sent: 220
Received: 1734

7. Personnel Stetus

SHORTAGES OVER
2511-9 25335
252 10 2502-1
25L9-1 28L1-1
2811-1
2315-1
2837-1
2667-1
59311

d. Summery of Operetional Training

Technicien Training 4,50 Hrs Bench Work
80 Hrs Shop Application

Radio Section Training 720 Hrs Redio Watch
120 Brs in field
2l Hrs Field Work

DECLASSIFIED
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Wire Section 720 Hrs S/Boerd Watch
120 Hrs Field Work

6 =

720 Hrs’Message Center Watch

TACP 720 Hrs ReadOp Watch
2l Hrs Classes
120 Hrs in field

9. Sunmery of Operations Participated in, with problems
encountered and lessons learned,

The cormunications platoon participated in all Battelion, Compeny,
and platoon operations during the month, and no new lessons were
leerned. Minor problems encountered in obtesining radio frequencies
prior to landing in Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR.

DECLASSIFIED
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Message Center Training 720 Hrs Message Center Watch

Wire Section 720 Hrs S/Board Watch
120 Hrs Field Work

TACP 720 Hrs RadOp Watch
2l Hrs Classes
120 Hrs in field

9. Summery of Operations Participated in, with problems
encountered and lessons lesrned,

The cormmunications platoon participated in all Battelion, Company,
and platoon operations during the month, and no new lessons were
learned. Minor problems encountered in obtaining radio frequencies
prior to landing in Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR.
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DECLASSIF UEDY 155 suproRT CoORDINATION

1. The following number of missions were fired during the month
of January 1968:

105 How Slmm Mort
&, Missionst 120 52
b. Rounds ‘
Expended: 1250 uho

2. Surveillance:

8. NVA/VC KIA Confirmed: 6
b. NVA/VC KIA Probsable:? 7

3, Remarks: Rounds expended and missions fired were con::.derably
below normel for this period due to time emberked and traiuing
and rehabilitation periods at Subic Bey, R.P.
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wes

During the month of Jenusry 1968 the following Air Support

DECLASSIFIED

o
DEGLASSIFIED

SKOTTON VITT
ATR ‘SUPPORT

provided Battalion Landing Team 2/4,

8.
b.

Ce.

MedBEvac Missions: Six
Commend end Control Missions: S.x

Close Air Support Missions:

(1) Armed Huey-gunships Six
(2) Fixed-wing CAS None
(3) Air Observer missions: Four

UH-3li Sorties in support of Operetion:

a,

b.

BALLISTIC ARMOR/NEOSHO II - 30C

FORTRESS ATTACK/KENTUCKY/LANCASTER II - LL4O

13
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1. Significant Events: None ol
2. New Developments: None fi%g
CTY
3. Problem Areas: None :
o Average deily number of patients seen: 11 ‘ég
Totel number of patients for Jenuary 1968: 340 g
5. MWNumber of referrsls to NSA, Denang, USS REPOSE
end US3 SANCTUARY 38
6. Poutine Complaints
&. DVierrhes 0 £
b. URI N
¢c. Dermititis 36
d., BENT 128
e, Venersl Disesase 52
f. Tmmersion Foot 0
¢+ Others 120
T« Significent diseese to the area
6, Melaria 0
FUO 0
d. Number of Emergencies Total Evac KIA DOW
8. Burns 5 0 2 0
b, Leacerations n 0 0 0
¢. Heet Casualties 0 0 0 0
de Shrepnel Wounds 12 7 0 0
€. GLunshot Wounds 0 0 0 0
f. Others 0 0 0 0
9. JImmunizetion and Prophylactics administered: 23
Dental Referrals: Ll
10, Officers - included in totsl count
a. Officers seen at sick cell 2
b. bvacuated with shrapnel wounds 1
o,

DECLASSIFIED
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PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED/LESSONS LEARNED

l. Uron landing ashore on Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR the BLT

wes not issued radio freguencies end therefore was technically
Wwithoult comuunicetion until contact with lst Marines CP was
mode., Tenporery use of nreviously assigned frequencies was made
during the ship to shore movement.

2. Juring Operation FORTRESS ATTACK the 10é RR Platoon, the 8lmm
Platoon and the Enpineer Platoon were desigrated to land as
separtte platoons, not being attached to the rifle compeanies

s in previous Operations., Serialization already assigned was
consistent with that of the rifle companies and rinor confusion
resulted. By coordination prior to debarketion end by calling
the saie serial away twice, the existing plen worked, but illuc-
trated the need for a sepsreate serialization for each and every
element. 1In the same light, the definite need for & BLT rep-
resentetive thoroughly acquainted with the lending plans is required
to coordinate debarketion, on the hanger deck with the Combat
Cargo Officer cr assis’ant,
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Battalion Landing Team 2/4
9th Marine Amphibious Brigede FMF

HEADQUARTERS

FPO San Francisco 96602

LT I STV N
AtADQUARTERY

49 BAVIALION 41h MARINES (Rela;

%16 79.4

3/JEN/reb

Ser: 003403368
2 Feb 1968

()DSZuﬁ 6 &

Y S _éfi _. Cobha

Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF

Commanding Officer-

(1) Commender Task Group 794
(2) Commanding Officer, lst Marines

Combat Operations After Action Report

(8) I11 MAF msg DTG 2204002 JA 68
(b) TP 79.l msg DTG 2206202 JAN68
Code Neme, 3ALLISTIC ARMOR/NEOSHO II (U)

Date of Operation.

Location,

Task Orgenizetion,

Battalion Landing Team 2/l (=)

h&‘SCO
Det HgBn, 3dMarDiv
DoctHoCo, lith Marines

" Company E (Rein)

Conpeny F (Rein) (BLT Floating Resérve)

Comipany G (Rein)

Conmany I (Rein)

1

Mortiar Baitery, 3dBn, 12th Mear

Bettery B, 12th Marines

Iith Platoon, CoB, lstAmTracBn

lstPlatoon, CoA, 5th Tank Bn

1lst Platoon, CoA, 5th AT Bn

"GRGU

Down
Decl

P -l
graded at 3 yeer intervals
assified after 12 years 1

221315H - 261200H Janusry 1968

Ceauip Evans, Theu Thien Province, RVN

LtCol WEISE
lstLt DAWSON

Capt LIVINGSTON
1stLt GAVLICK
Capt VARGAS
Capt WILLIAMS
Cept SULLIVAN
Capt CONLIN
2dLt NOKE

1stLt KANE
24dLt SMITH
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1st Clearing Platoon,(CoD. 5th MedBn Lt JOHNSON, USN
Logistic Sunport Unit, FLC lstLt DES JARLAIS
1stP1t, CoD, 3d Recon Bn 2dLt MUTER

2dPlt, CoB, 3dEngrBn 2dLt HAMILTON
1stPlt, CcC, 3dSPBn 1stLt COGHILL
3df1t, CoC, 3dMTBn 1stLt FAUST

5. Suvrnorting Forces,

&, Morter Battery (l}.2), 3dBn, 12th Marines was in direct
supnort, landing with the BLT, A totalof 225 HE and 89 WP were
fir~d for specific missions. Hearrassing and Interdiction fires
accounted for an additionel 423.rounds,

b. Battery 1/11, provided general support to BLT operations

in and around the Cemnp Lvens ares of operations.

¢. 3dMTBn, 3dMsrDiv provided OTTER support for movement in
the low flooded arees around Cemp Evans.

.0+ Intellipence, Prior to the operation little wes known about
t che enemy operating in the area., Enemy capability was unknown
et the time. Liaison was made immediately after landing with

the First Merine Regimeut. The Battelion was assigned & tactical
erea of operations within the First Marine Tscticel Area of Op-
eretions. There ere two enemy seanctusries within the lst Marine
Tacticel Areg of Operation., They sre known ss Base Aree 101 and
11l;, These areas have been under enemy control for years and
they utilize these aress for training, logisticel support, and
as @ bese of operetions. The 9th NVA Regiment is located South
of Quang Tri City, &nd is operating in Bese Area 101. The est-
imated strength of the Yth NVA Regiment is 2500, DBase Area 11l
is locatcd in the southern boundery of the First Marine Regiment
North Northwest of Hue. The 6th NVA Regiment is known to be op-
erating in Base Area 11llj. The estimated strength of the 6th NVA
Repgiment is 1400,

‘lines and booby treps were suspected in and around the vicinity
of BHill 51,

The terrain encountered was rolling hills and foothills with
neavy underbrush 2-3 feet high and in some places as high as

l|-5 feet. Vegetation was exceptionally high in the foothills.
Countless foot trails intersected the tactical areas of operation.

. Movement was slow and exhausting when not using trails. Water
" &8s unobtainable in the TAOR, however the weter point at Phong

:'Dien provided en ample supply of water, M‘DE@[L&Sg“EUE@
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. Mission, Commencing on or sbout 221505H Janb8 CTG 79.4

\ .onducts & Heliborne amphibious landing of BLT 2/ (-) at
Ceamp Evens (LZ LEMON) to effect relief of 1/9 and assume
responsibility of that sreasa.

’;8. Concept of Operations,

a. Coumencing at L Hour on D Day 3 rifle companies (Rein),
Btry W/3/12, and Alfa Command Group will be helilifted into L2
LEMON (YD 5341115) prepared to effect relief of 1/9 and assume
responsibility of theat area, Artillery end Communication
elements prepare for landing on order. BLT 2/l reports closing
of last elements of Rifle Companies at LZ LEMON,

b. BLT 2/, Beginning on or about 221530 Jan68 three companies
(Rein), Btry W/3/12, and Alfe Command Group are helilifted into

LZ LEMON -t Ceanp Evans. Btry H/3/12 prepared to be hslilifted
into LZ LEMON on order.

c. HMM 361 provide Helo support for movement of BLT 2/4 ‘
and required SLF Alfa Communication equipment/Personnel. Pl
9. kxecution.

22 January 1968

4% 1330H, the BLT received Frag Order #l. Designated units were
" Jjalerted, and preparations were initieted for the BLT (=)'s heli-
lift into the Cemn Evens Ares of Operations.,

At 1}j00H, the Command Group Alfa Advence Ready Group departed the
USS IWO J1MA for Camp Eveans.

At 1LL,0H, the Alfa Commend Group arrived at Camp Evens, The BLT
Commander was briefed by the 1st Marines KRepimental Commander
concerning the Camp's Area of Operations and responsibilities

of the BLT (-) while in the Cemp Evans A0, Further coordination
was effected in preparation for the arrival of the BLT (-). The
BLT Commander requested from CTG 79.L4 that the Mortar Battery,

3d Bn, 12th Marines, because of tactical committments, be heli~
lifted to Camp Evans as soon as possible, Because lst Battalion,
9th Merines was effecting & helicopter withdrawal from Camp Evans,
the proposed landing zone LEMON (YD 534315) could not be utilized.
horefore, & mekeshift landing zone was esteblished (YD 541319),

At 1505H, the lead elements of Compeny H (Rein) commenced its
relilift to the Camp Evans ares and continued until the last
elements of Company H arrived at Camp Evans at approximately
2000H,

4\t 2010H, the lecad elements of Compsny G arrived at the designated
“i.anding zone (YD S541319) et Camp Evans. Due to derkness and the

lack of adequate ligthting at '@ﬁmggsmﬁﬂﬁﬁalanding zone, 8all
heliconter treaffic wae Aivert E S one TEMON (VD R2h15),
3
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¢ At 2215H, the lead elements of Morter Battery, 3/12 arrived at
‘L% LEMON eand were transported to their billeting area. Elements

. JE-53 helicopters were utilized at this time so as to be able

DECLASSIFIED
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\11 elements of 1/9 had completed their helicopter withdrewal.

to increase the flow of troops and attachments into the Cemp
Evans area.

of Compeny G and seversl sections of H&S Compeny continued to B
arrive at L7 LEMON until epproximately 2330H., At this time, all L
nelilifts were secured until the following morning at O7LS. s

At 2,00K, Company H, Company G, elements of hortar Battery, 3/1e, ,;&%ﬁ
the Alfa Command Group, eand elements of H&S Compeny were in the
Cemp Evens comnound. The ELT (-) would not teke responsibility
for the defense of the Camp at this time, It would remain in

8 strictlv administrative status until the following morning
when it would then assume tactical responsibility for the Cemp
Evans defensive position snd the adjacent AO.

23 January 1968

. At 0025K, the BLT (-) received Frag Order #2 for period 222300H

“to 2316008, The BLT (-) was ordered to coordinate with the lst

Marine Regiment in consolidating the BLT's present position end
to be prepered to receive Company E at 2307L5H.

At 0725H, after a more thorough assessment of the tactical sit-

uation, the BLT Commander requested of the Special Lending Force

% Commender thet Compeny E, the 8lmm Morter Platoon (-), the 106

yra Recoiless Rifle Platoon (-), and Morter Mattery, 3/12 (-)

" pletoon (Rein) with attachments was helilifted to Hill 51, All

be helilifted, in that order, uron resumption of flight operations.

At 0800H, Company G assumed responsibillity for the security for
the Canp Evens water point and for the road mine rweep moving
north and south on Highweyi#l from the Camp Evans are&. One squad
(Rein) as security for the Sea Bee detmil working out of P.K. 17
(YD 648278)was also furnished by Company G. Company G was then
given the mission of furnishing one Platoon (Rein) as & reaction
force for truck convoys pessing daily through the Cemp Evans AQ,

At 08361, the lead elements of Company E arrived at landing zone
LEMON (YD 534315).,

At 0952H, Company H assumed tactical responsibility for Hill 51
'yD 51,9281) and Hill 674 (YD 515219) end their adjacent AO. One

units were in position by 1200H,

At 1100H, the helilift of all units of the BLT (=) from the USS
IWO JIMA end USS CLEVELAND was completed, and the BLT (-) was
chopped OPCON to the First Marine Regiment effective 231135H,
thus concluding Operation Bailistic Armor,

L prenssrrBE TSR
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At 1300H, Companv E assumed the responsibility for a one platoon
(rein) reectiouforce for the Camp Evans defensive perimeter and
the Phong Dien District Headguarters, The BLT (-) Operations

_ Steff and the Company Commander affected coordination with the
irst Battalion, Eleventh Marines, the tenant units responsible
for base defense ccordination., Ontos from the Third Antitank
Batielion, and Otters from the Third Motor Transport Battalion
were made available to the reaction force with the mission of
reinforcing the force, as well es furnish a means of treansport-
ation. A tasctical plan for the deploymer of the reaction force
wes esteblished, and ell participating units were summsarily
briefed.

At 1435H, the waterpoint security detail apprehended one Viet-
nemese women selling marijuena., Arrangements were made with
the Regimental S-2 to receive the detainee upon the return of the

security detail at 1700H,

At 1500H, one platoon from Compeny G was assigned the mission
of moving to Hill 61 (YD 516311) and there to establish a platoon
~‘efensive position from which it could successfully screen &ll
movement in the adjacent areas. On the following morning the
remaindcr of Company G would join this plstoon and carry out the
mission of conducting search and destroy operations within its
ssigned ten grid square area of &berations.

if ¢ 1714B, a Company H platoon patrol (YD 545265) received six to
eight rounds of small arms fire from vicinity (YD 54526L4). The
patrol immediately returned fire with M-60 machinegums, ¥-16 rifles,
and M-79 grenade launchers. The suspected enemy position was R
then assaulted and the adjacent area thoroughly searched. No e
contact with enemy elements was encountered, ‘ o

At 1830H, the BLT Commander, upon notificetion from the First

Marines Regimental Conmander thet & Brigade from the First

Air Cavalry Division would relieve the BLT (=) on 25 January,

irsued a warning order for withdrawal to all BLT (=) units,

The teutative sequence for the BLT (-) withdrawal would be

as follows: C
1) W Batter~, 3/12 !

106 Recoilless Rifle Platoon

81mm Mortar Platoon

Elements of the Alfa Command Group

Company H

Company G

Compeny E

EST and the remainder of the Alfa Command Group

N N N e’ e N

At 183°H, the Comparfy G platoon patrol set in its niift defensive

"\OSl tion (YD 516311,. @E@ QSSH[F"E@
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_-At 1854H, the Company G platoon on Hill 61 (YD 516311) observed
< “our VC moving across an open rice field (YD 513327)., An

“ srtillery mission was called on the enemy position with excellent
coverage, Results: L VC KIA (Prob).

At 1830H, Company H (~) (Bill 51 - YD 549281) assigned one platoon

{# the mission of screening all activity elong route 554 This would

"~ be accomplished by the platoon establishing a platoon ambush posi-
tion (YD 561246). The platoon would masintain this ambush position
for a period of thirty hours,

At 2200H, the BLT Cormmander recommended to CTG 79.l that the
BLT (-) could speed up its withdrswel, as well as reduce its
requirement for Heevy Helicopter 1lift augmentation if the [.2
Mortier Bettery, the 106 Recoilless Rifle Platoon; and Company
» were surfece transported by LCM=8 from the Hue Ramp to the
USS CLBVELAND,

At 2205H, the BLT Commender requested of CTG 79.4 that the 106
kecoilless Rifle Platoon be billeted aboard the USS IWO JIMA
upon completion oi the present operation.

wg?h Jenusry 1568
At OL.00H, the Comrany G platoon (YD 516311) on Hill 61 observed
ten VC (YD 513315, 511315), O81lmm Mortar Illumination was called

+ion the area, confirming the enemy sighting., An 8lmm Morter fire

-mission was then celled on the enemy position with excellent cov-

v srage. The area was searched at first light, but no sign of

- enemy casualties could be found.

At OBL4OH, CTG 79.4 edvised the BLT Commander that the transfer
of the Y206kR Platoon from the USS CLEVELAND to the USS IW0 JIMA

was not feasible.

At 0915k, CTG 79.4 approved the BLT Commender's withdrawal plan
for the l.e rortar Battery, 106 Recoilless platoon, and Company
E. Four LCM=8's would be mede available for backload from

the Hue Ramp when directed., The overlend transportation from
Camp Evans to the Hue Rawp would be turnished by the First
Merine Hegiment,

At 1350H, Company G medevaced two (2) Marines; one because of
an iuteclted toe, end the other for & possible fractured left
( leg. Result: (2) USMC NBC MEDEVACS

At 14OOH, the BLT Commander informed CTG /9.l that when the First
Air Cavelry Division assumed responsibility for Cemp Evans, the

BLT (-) would be relieved of its tactical commitments. The arrival
of the 1lst ACD at Camp Evans wes expected on 25 January. The

/2 Morter Battery, 106 KR platoon, and Company E would be pre-
pared to move to the Hue Ramp at 0900 on 25 January. The BLT

¢
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" and 4500 1bs assorted emaunition and supplies’ from hill 67

1] e dispatched to Hill 51 to remove excess Class I and z supplies,
“vompeany H would then &ssume responsibility for the security of

DECLASSIFIED
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Lonmender recommended that the remeinder of the BLT (~) be
~.elilifted as follows:

1) The 8lmm mortar platoon (-) at 0800 from Canip Evans
to the LPH.

2) Company G from Camp Evans to the LPH.

3) Third Platoon, Compeny E (rein), one 8lmm Mortar,

(YD 516219) to the LPH,

L4) Remainder of Company H (YD 549281), two B8lmm Mortars,
and 4000 pounds of emmunition to the LPH.

5) Alfa Commend Group and elements of HiS Company from
Camp BEvans to the LPH,

At 1708H, Company G observed two VC running intc a tree line
(YD [;9329L4). No action was taken due to lack of observation of

the enemy.,

At 2205H, Company N wes notified by the Operations Officer that
the road between Camp Evans and Hill 57 (¥D 549281) would be
swept Ly engineers with security furnished by two squads from
Company k. Once the road sweep was completed, vehicles would

the road until 26 Jenuary, when trucks would return to Hill 51 VR,
from Cemp zvans to trensport Company H to LZ LEMON from which it -
t** buld be helilifted beck to the USS IWO JIMA. e

t 22L,5L, the pletoon from Company B on Hill 67l (YD 515219) was ‘;gg
notified by the Operations Officer thatit was to be prepared to - A
évacualte all supplies end persounel ou Hill 674 with the except-
ion of two riflo sguads, one machine gun section,; one 60mm end
one 8lmm Korisr section, two days rations, and a basic ellowance
rlus two additional days of ammunition for the remeining weapons.
The platoon was also instructed to selvage eny gear that might
be in short supply within the BLT, '

At 2250H, GTG 79.); motified the BLT Cormander that it looked as
if the First Air Cevalry Division would not be in position and
prepered to relieve the BLT (~) by 25 January. It appeared that
the RLT (-) would not be relieved until 26 January. The SLF
recommended thet the BLT Commender consider withdrawing the T
Morter Battery by Helicopter near the end of the re-embearksation
troop 1lift,

.55 January 1968

At 0732L, the Operations Officer requested from the BLT
kExecutive Officer, aboerd the USS 1WO JIMA that the S=1 Officer,
the HzS Corvany Gunnery Sergeent, and the S-3 NBC Specielist

bie helilifted to Camp Evans, ®E©&m§§“m\ﬁ®
| Tl =
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Nt 0920H, the BLT (-) notified the BLT Rear thet the BLT (-) e
~ strength was 33 Officers and 761 Enlisted men. 2;&%@

At 10L5H, two sections of the 106 Recollless Rifle Platoon
conducied & firing exercise in vicinity YD 523308,

At 1050H, Ccmpany B was notified thet due to changing tactical
plens, it would be responsible for the security of the road be- s
tween Hill 51 and Cemp Evans until further notice.

At 1158H, Compeny G (YD 50232l) received smell arms fire from
one boet in the Song O Lau River (YD 503329). Four more boats
were then spotted attempting to cross the river. An eartillery
wissicn was called on the enemy craft with excellent coverage.
Three boats were sunk by the artillery fire. Results: (6)

VC KIA (Conf) (3) VC KIA (Prob).

At 15374, the platoon commender from the second platoon of
Compenv G, while on a platoon patrol, triggered a 60mm Mortar
Booby-Trap (YD 504328). The platoon commender Was seriously
wounded. There were also two other enlisted personnel wounded,
. but not seriously. Result:(3) USMC WIA MEDEVACS. The Executive
joffricer of Company G assumed commend of the second platoon.

At 2000H, an serial observer spotted ten to fifteen floating hay-
. stacks in the Sonp O Lau River (YD 504330), moving in & westerly
w jirection. An artillery mission was called on the suspected
' enemy wovement with good coverage., 4 check of the aresa the
" following morning produced negative results.

At 2020H, The First Marine Repiment wes notified that thr unit
on Hill 67l was scheduled to withdraw on 28 Jenusry at C80OH,
The 3LT (-) requested disposition instructions on the Radic
Relay Pe1sonnel/Equipment located on Hill 674,

At 2025H, the Operations Ssction received an intelligence :
report from the First Marine Regiment S-2 that there was & Sy
large enemy force (YD 500335) detected across the river from ‘
the Compeny G night defensive position. Company G was immedietely

notified of this report,

At 2100H, the BLT Commender requested of CTG 79.4 that the Ontos
Platoon be off-loaded at the Hue Remp as soon as possible so

_ that they could move overland to Dong Ha where they could be

4/ staged in prenaration for future operations.

At 2105H, the BLT Commender notified the BLT Executive Officer
that he desired relipious services be scheduled aboard the IWO
JIMA on 27 Januery as follows:

1. Roman Catholic 1800 (Hanger Deck)

2. Protestant 1900 (Hangar Deck) SIFIED
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t 2235H, & Compeny G (YD 50632ly) Listening Post detected the
s Yovement of & large enemy force (YD 505317; 508319) attempting
“to cross the Song O Lau tiver. An srtillery mission wes called on
the enemy position with excellent coverape. Several persons were
observed fleeinp the area. ' '

26 Jenusry iyou

At 1000H, the lj,2 Morter Battery and thel06 Recoilless Rifle
Platoon, &s previously plenned, initiated their move to the Hue
Remp from which they would be trensported by LCM-8 to the USS
CLEVELAND.

At 1015H, both Company G and I were instructed to begin their
movement towerd Cewp Lvens by 1500 in prepearetion for the BLT
(-) withdrawal on the morning of 27 Januery.

At 15008, the BMLT Commander received & verbal order from

CTG 79.l that theBLT (-) would backload on the 27th of Januery.

on 28 Jenuary, the BLT would conduct an amphibious lending in

either the Cem Lo, C-2 or Dong He Aree., The BT would execute
.- a Reinforcing/Blocking Mission in the Leatherneck Square Area,

10, Kesults.

8, Friendly Losses weresKIA: 0 USMC
WiA: 3 USMC
NBC: 2 USMC

b. Lneny losses were: KIA: 6 Confirmed
KIAs 7 Probable
PW: 0
Detainsess: 1

c. The asrea receiving the massed artillery fires was not
searched on 26 Jenuary 1968 (the following morning) due to
withdrawal Freg Order #1 alerting ell BLT elements to prepare
for backlcading ASAP. :

11, Adsinistrative Matters. This landing served to test SLF ol
planning within the BLT. Very short notice received, the HLT .
responded in optimum time with only miaor problems.

3 a. Supply. The supply source wes ARG shipping (TG 79.4) bon
“i end emberked UH3LD aircraft of HMM 361 were the delivery means. iﬁE@ﬁ
H3ST elements of the Shore Party Platoon established and maintained P

LZ LEMON both for the landing and the withdrawal., A BA+l of i ‘
aranuni tion was initially brought in, however a stockpile already |
existed at Camp Evens. 7The BA was backloaded on D+3, 25 January f

1968, |

mﬁmﬁuwgsmﬁweggwﬂw £4
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<N Db, Resupply. Resuppnly operestions were minimal due to the
. short duration of the operation,

- SLCHET

¢, MNMeintensnce., N/A

d. The BLT BAS was established ashore on D-Day. Treatment

~of cesualties and evecuation medical support was provided by

corpsmen assigned the rifle companies. Casualties were treated
in the field and evacuated to the LPH-2 for disposition,

The neture of the casuvalties were:

1) 3 W1A medevac due to booby-trap explosion
2) 1 NBC infected foot
3) 1 NBU fresctured left leg

e, QCommunications. The BLT landed without redio frequencies,
I~wever, these woere obtained from the 1lst Marines upon lending
ashore., AN/PRC-li7 communication gear was not utilized which could
have vrrovided continuous ship to shore linkaege throughout the
operation., Alternete means were used however, time would have
been saved had orgenic equipment been used. This was an import-
ant lesson learned. \

11. Special Equipment and Techniques.

8. Otters (34MTBn) were employed for patrolling and travel
in low lying sreas predominately covered with water adjacent
. .0 the rivers in the AOQ,

12, Commender's Analysis, The BLTYs ebility to respond on ex-
tremely short notice was well tested eand minor problem areas

were exposed esnd corrected, In this repard BALLISTIC ARMOR/
NEOSHO 11 must be considered & success., Revisions to LANDING
PLANS end logistic support procedures were the main areas effected.
Cversall readiness of BLT elements was excellent.

13. Recommendations., IEstablish emergency radio frequency block
for use of the BLT for each area being considered as possible

lending arees.,
/A //MW

CHARLES W. KNAP
By direction

‘fDlSTRIBUTION: SPECIAL
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Battalion Landing Tesm 2/L

D 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade FMF
@}9§§,/’ FPO San Francisco 96602
' : 3/TLEK/reb
C OFIES 3100
e s Serllo: 003408368
qd BATTAL'T! 41 147 TINEL (Rea) 23 March 1968
i Copygyofgs Coples
| W
From: Commending Officer ——~1Q%Z72£wf};<_ 7
To:  Distribution List v -G« el comm

Subj: Combet After Action Report
Ref: III MAF msg DTG 2415407 Jan68
TF 79.l msg DTG 2613507 Jané8
3dMerDiv0 3100,1D

Map Vietnam, AMS L701l, 1:50,
and 6342 I

I~
joNNe B o v
R e

1. Gode Name, FORTRESS ATTACK

2., Dates of Operetion, 270903H - 27150

3. Location. Queng Tri Province, RVN
L., Command Headguarters,
Battalion Landing Team 2/l
H&S Company
B Company
F Company
G Company
H Company'
Mortor Battery, 3dBn, 12th Marineos
Battory H, 1l2th Marines
Lith Platoon, CoB, lstémTracBn
" GROUP - L
Downgraded at 3 year intervals
Declassified after 12 yoers 1

000, SHEETS 6LL2 IV

OH January 1968

LtCol WEISE

lstht DAWSON

~Capt LIVINGSTON

1stLt GAVLICK
cap£ VLERGA
Capt WILLIAMS
Capt SULLIVAN
Capt CONLON
2dLt NOKE
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1stPlt, Coh, Sth Tank Bn 1stLt KANE
1stPlt, Cof, Sth AT Bn 2dLt SMITH
1st Clcaring Plt, CoD, 5thMedBn Lt JOHNSON, USN
Logistic Support Unit, FLC 1stLt DES JARLAIS
1stPlt, CoD, 3dRoconBn 1stLt MUTER
24dP1lt, CoB, 3dEngrBn 24dLt HAMILTON
1stPlt, CoC, 34SPBn 1lstLt COGHILL
3dPlt, CoC, 3AMTBn 1gtLt FAUST

5. Task Orgenizetion.

Bpttalion Leanding Team 2/l (=) LtCol WEISE

H&SCo (=-) 1stLt DAWSON
Dot CoC, 3dSPBn HST
Det CoB, 3dEngrBn
Dot CoD, 3dReconBn
Dot LSU FLC
Dot 1lst Cloering Pletoon, coD, 5thModBn

Compeny E Cept LIVINGSTON
FAC TM
FO TM H B try 3/12
NGF TM
S-2 Scout Tm

Company I 18tLt GAVLICK
FAC TM
FO TM H Btry 3/12
NGF T™™
S~2 Scout Tm

Company G Capt VARGAS
FAC TM
FO TM H Btry 3/12
NGF TM
S-2 Scout Tm

Company H Cept WILLIAMS
FLC TM :
FO TM H Btry 3/12
NGF T™
S«2 Scout Tm
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6. Supporting Forccs,

o, Marine Medium Heliconter Squadron 363 in diroct support.

T. Intellipgence,

(Sce Intelligence Estimate for Tosk Group 79.L Operction
FORTRESS ATTACK dtd 26 Januery 1968)

8. Mission,

27 Jonuery 1968 BLT 2/l conducted e soarch and destroy
amphibious oporation against NVA forces in tho emphibious
objective aroa vicinity C-2 position (YD 135645) in Queang
Tri Provincc ond other oporations as ordered,

9. Concopt of Operations.

Cormencing at L-Hour on D-Day three rifle compenies (Rein) and
Alfa Command Group woro helilifted into LZ ASH., Btry W/3/12

wes helilifted into 4~3 (VIC YD 172728). Btry H/3/12 was
heliliftcd into Dong Ha (VIC YD 228598)., One company designated
as SLF rcsorve, Propare for initisl employment in C-2

erca (VIC YD 1356L45), Tank, Anti-tank, and LVT platoons woro
surfacc lended on order,

10, _E_".}.m_..g’.g.t:’.i-c.) p—-’-

27 _Jenuary 1968

At 0903H, the BLT (-) Ccmmenced Overation FPORTRESS ATTACK by
lending at €-2, Cem Lo in support of the 9th Marines!
Oporetion KENTUCKY, to bolster the defenscs south of the DMZ.
The BLT Commend Group, its four rifle compeanies, l.2 Morter
Battory, Roconnaissance, Engineers, 81 Mertars, and 105RR
Platoons landed at position C-2 in LZ ASH,

Compeny H, initially BLT rescrve, wes chopped to the lst Battelion,
lith Marines unon laending at C-2 bridge, md tho 4.2 Morter

Battery wes ostablished et A-3 under 9th Marines control,

The Shore Party Platoon and Battory H woro landed at

DHCB in direoct support roles, The AmTrrc eand Tank Platoons

worc lendcd in tho evening of Dl at Cun Viet under OPCON

of tho lstAmTroc Battalion in Opoerstion NAPOLEON, and the Anti-
Tank Plotoon la ter joined the BLT (~) et tho Com Lo fros.

Oporation FORTRESS ATTACK was concluded &t 1500H when OPCON

of BLT 2/l (~) was choppod to the 9th Marines,

11. Rosults,
CLASSIFIED

None UNCLASSIPIED
3 -ABSRED
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12. Administrative Mettors, S

None _gﬁ%ﬁ
13, Medical,

None

1. Cormunications, .
None |

15, Commonders Analysis,

BLT 2/} successfully conducted an amphiblous withdrowal, vnlannecd
and cxccutcd an emphibious atteck in only 13 hours. The fact
that this wos accomplishcd without major difficulty ie testimony
to the professionalism and dedicated cfforts of the BLT staff
and its unit lcaders at all levels., The assistance ond dir-
ection given by the SIF and ARG were also instrumrntel in
sccomplishing thesc complicoted overations in an cxtremely
compressed time frame.

!!\‘ ILLIAM VEISE

DISTRIBUTION: COPY-#%L
CTC 79.4 T
BLT 2/l File 51-85
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‘ 13 TFeb 1968
| 1
* PSS SRS 08 o 168568

' anding Offioer, Dattelion Landing Teany :
| . Two Slant Fowr Ttx 3/UTF/vab over 003401060, 10 Jemuewy 1968 x

= .—-47

) I;'b_‘(.)m: Co.*mna;.ldjl'.n(.; O;E‘i‘ic:er’:,’_ .1 £t Mavrine Regiment :
Pos Commaziding Generel, Third Marine Division (Rein),‘ My
Subjy  Combat Oporations Aftor 42%txon Report

1.  TPorwarded.

!

T, V. BAPRETT
By direction
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. - . HEADQUARTERS ‘ ~ e \\ 1

SN ttalion Landing Team 2/l
 DEGLASSIBIE h e e T O F

‘ FPO San Frencisco 96602

3 Y SEC FIES

‘:;

_ HEADQUARYERS c f c 19 r
mwslﬂm IT] lA"Al.I(.:N 401; MARINES (Rela) ngymo R, oples
i 3/JLK/rad i

OO55n 4% .10 January 1968

i From: Commanding Officer cory L ot corte! Serfot 003401060

To: Commending Generel, 3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
Via:s Cormending Officer, 1lst Marine Regiment

! Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report

g Ref: (&) lstMarines Frag Order 08667
(b) Map: VIETNAM (1:50,000), SHEET 6442 III Series L7014

-1, Code Name. Operation OCEOLA
2. Date of Operation, 311200 Octé7 - 020600 Janb8

b Mg A

3. Location, Quang Tri Province, (Ai Tu) Queng Tri Airfield Complex.

L, Command Headguarters . 7 o

24 Battalion, Lth Marines LtCol WEISE
, H&SCo 1stLt DAWSON
Nl Co E Capt LIVINGSTON
) Co F lstlLt GAVLICK
Co G  Capt HARSHMAN
Co RH - To 22Nov=-=-1stLt HEBERT

From 22Nov-=Capt WILLIAMS

5. Task Organization

2d Battelion, lth Marines LtCol WEISE
H&SCo (-) - 1stLt DAWSON
Co E, 2/l Capt LIVINGSTON
FAC Ty

FO TM, "H" Btry, 3/12
S-2 Scout and Sniper Team

Co F, 2/l 1stLt GAVLICK ,
FAC TH |
FO TM, "H" Btry, 3/12
i .
{ CO G, 2 - Capt HARSFMAN
| AC TH
|

FO ™™, "H" Btry 3/12 ° DEG FIED

S5-2 Scout and Sniper Team

i -l - ngmssﬂm S
j bowngraded at 3 year intervals » _ TR
', - Declassified after 12 years 1 S J é g i
g\\\ (0 MARIBES 8C CORTHOL RO L2 *
’ 'a\xﬁ B ‘ ‘AA-H‘* : A8
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L wM?‘gﬁi To 22Nov--1stLt HEBERT
(o a1 DEGLASSIFIED Fron 22Ng§--czpt WILLIAMS

FO T™, "H" Btry 3/12
S-2 Scout and Sniper Team

6. Supporting Forces

8, Company A (=) 1stATBn provided one section of Ontos in
direct suprort. '

b. Compeny A (=~) lstEngrBn provided one squad in direct
support

c. Company A (-) lstBn, Llith Artillery provided one platoon
of LjOmm Anti-Aircraft Guns in direct support,

d. B Btry, lstBn, 1llth Marines in direct support.

o. Air support was provided by the lstMAW, and consisted
of resupply end medical evacuation by helicopter, end seversal
close air support missions by fixed wing and Huey Gunships.

7. iIntelligence

a. Prior to the operation, it was known that the enemy had
the capability of (1) conducting unconventional end psychologicel
werfare to include: swmall scale attacks, ambushes, interdiction
of lines of communicetion, terrorism, sabotepe, propagenda activities,
sud the use of mines and booby traps, and (2) attacking Ai Tu Air-
“ase which was defended by the 2d Battalion, Lth Marines. It was
_elieved that the enemy could attack the airbase with morters, ert-
illery, and/or rockets, The airbase was taken under morter atteck
at 21,0, 15 December 1967. The extent of the damage was 26 General
Purpose Tents and 2 hardbacks (living quaerters) were heavily dem-
aged; 10 herdbacks, 1 CH-46 Helicopter and l UH34D Helicopters
were slightly demaged. MAG-36 sustained 2 KIA and 36 WIA of
which 20 were roturned to duty. 24 Battalion, Lith Marines sustain-
ed 2 WIA. A post-attack crater anelysis confirmed earlier reports
thet the atteck was initiated from the vicinity of Hill 22 east.

b. A rocket base or storage area was suspected in the vicinity
of Hill 80 (¥ball) and Hill 58 (YD 2353), with a capability of
shelling Ai Tu Airfield.

c. The villages along Highway 1 were considered friendly
during daylight hours, and were guestionable during the hours of
darkness., The villages of Thon Nei Cuu (1), (2), (3), Thon Ai
Tu (1), (2), (3), and Thon Fhan Bieu (1), (2), and (3) were consid-
ered strickly pro-Viet Cong at all times. Elements of the 2d
Battalion, hth Marines were subjected to constant enemy sniper fire
when operating in the vicinity of the above mentioned villages.,

The area around Hill 22 east, especially to the south and south-

west was heavily mined and booby tranped, Several intelligence

reports received during the month of December indicated that

the Viet Cong were sctive in laying mines end setting booby traps
% -n the vicinity of Thon Ai Tu (2) and (3). FIED
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;> 'd. The terrain analysis of the Ai Tu Airbase consists of a

. sarly flat sendy plain with occasional®depressions a=d long narrow

marshes with slopes commonly less then 2%. Trafficatility is poor

for trucks end tenks at all times. There are only a few places

where short moderate slopes afford cover from flat=trajectory fire,

- Concealment from both air and ground observation is afforded local=-

i 1y by shrub measuring 1 to 6 feet. The overall cover is to be

‘l considered fair for both personnel and vehicles. The terraln to
the west of Ai Tu Airbase consists of & rolling plain with low
hills end & few terraces sloping less than 10%, Much of the lend ,

; is cultivated with ricefields and many native settlements, These S

: fields are bordered by thick hedges, trees &nd thorny shrub and =

g are interspersed by thick hedges, shrub and grasslands. There ere

' 8 few steep-banked streams., The soils are generally firm, but

mire during the 2 to 3 days following reins of 1 inch or more,.

The ricefields are firm only during and immediately following the

harvest. Trafficability is poor for trucks aend fair for tanks

when the ground is firm; and becomes unsuitable for trucks

and poor for tanks when the ground mires.,

e. The main rivers and waterways within the 2d Battalion,
Lth Marines assigned tactical area of operations (TAOR) were
the (1) Song Vinh Phuoc, the northern boundary of the TAOR;
' (2) Song Thack Hen, the southern and the eastern boundary of the
A TAOK; and (3) Ai Tu, which intersects the TAOR, These rivers :
2 and weterweys served the enemy by providing them with excellent x
" upply routes, Traffic on the rivers to the west of the Al Tu
“airbase was considered hostile at all times, Traffic to the
east of the Al Tu Airbase was considered hostile after the
2100 hour curfew, Prior to the operation, it was known that |
the enemy depended heavily on the rivers and waterways for the ;
transportation of supplies. ‘ ’

f. During December, the Republic of Vietnam is completely
under the influence of the northeast monsoon. The northeast
monsoon is relatively cool and dry as compared with the south-
wost monsoon., Relative humidity is high throughout the Republic
of Vietnam, resulting in conditions favorable for mildew, corrosion
and decay of susceptible items, During December the northeast
monsoon is firmly established end mean rainfall amounts con-
tinue to decrease over sll eareas, Most precipitation falls from
afternoon end evening showers or thunderstorms, although during
surges of the northeast monsoon, drizzle falls from stratus
along the coastal areas of the Republic of Vietnam, Showers
are generally intense, but short. There is considerable variation
in December rainfall from one year to another, Precipitation can
be expected to occur on more than 15 days along the coast between
Nhe Trang end Quang-Tri.

8. Mission. To provide for the defense of the Quang Tri Airfield
complex ageinst morter, artillery and ground attacks.

S CERSSIRED
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a. (1) Conduct offensive/defensive operations in and adjacent
to the Quang Tri Airfield complex while menning close-in security
positions., When necessary, to occupy blocking/screening positions
and conducting offensive operations,

(2) Maintain one company west of National Route #1 in depth
to provide airfield defense in locations/positions as determined
by the Commending Officer 24 Battalion, lLth Marines.

b. Conduct offensive operations in the vicinity of the eirfbld
complex to locate and destroy enemy forces and Interdict routes
of communication,

c. Provide reasction units from tenant personnel as directed
by the Commanding Officer 2d Battalion, Lth Marines not to exceed
one rifle compeny.

10. Execution

31 October 1967

At 1000H, the Battalion (-) (Companies E end H) were chopped OPCON
to the 1lst Marine Regiment with the mission of the defense of the
Ai Tu Airfield, at Queng Tri. Both companies and commend group
noved by convoy to the Airrfield where they established defensive

:vsitionso

1 November 1967

At 1200H, Company H, while conducting & daylight patrol, eppre-
hended one VN male who could produce no ID card and acted very

nervous . The VN weas brought back to the CP area and was turned
over to the Regimentel S-2 for interrogation.

At 1400H, a security element from Company H, with a mine road sweep

detail, suffered one casualty when a marine detonated a pressure
type booby-treap, resulting in (1) USMC WIA MEDEVAC.

2 November 1967

At 0900H, an explosion occurred ebout 250 meters southeast of

the Battalion perimeter. A crater analysis revealéd that the
explosion was caused by a 3,5 rocket round fired towerd the peri-
meter from & southeasterly direction. At approximately the same
time, a petrol from Company H, in that general area, spotted

two vietnemese males running awey from the perimeter. They were
teken under fire, but they quickly disappeared into the heavy
brush.,

A patrol from Company E discovered a 2501b bomb (VIC 283538).
Tey did not possess the demolitions necessary to destroy the bomb.

. 1e position was marked for future disposel. A &@ﬂﬁml en-
route to the Battalion position, the Compeny E he

voices of several VC, Establishing en immediate embush position,

L wcusslﬂ'@ OPOREE
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;*he'patroi layed in waiting for the approaching VC, When in the
" .1ling zone, the VC were taken under fire, resulting in (1) KIA
(Conf) and (1) AKL4T7 captured.

3 November 1967

At 0505, Compeny Lk spotted a small craft on the river adjacent to
the Battalion Perimeter. The craft failed to respond to challange,
therefore it was taken under fire &nd sunk,

At 1520H, a platoon patrol from Company E (VIC 295542) received
sutomatic weapons fire causing one casualty (USMC WIA MEDEVAC).
Artillery weas immediately called on suspected enemy positions.
A sweep of the eree produced negative results.

At 17,5H, one VC with & wespon was seen running in vicinity
293543, The VC wss fired on, but diseppesred into the heavy
brush,

l} November 1967

At 002GCH, Company H received three incoming rounds of mortar fire
which fell short of the perimeter. The position of the enemy
mortar could not be determined,

At OT10H, Company H spotted one VC cerrying & rifle move into a

~ 1t about ;00 meters outside the Battelion perimeter. He weas shot
"vy a Sniper attached to Company H and seen to fall. When the area
wes checked, it was found that the body had been dregged off.

At 1830H, Company H apprehended one Vietnemese male with no ID card.
The suspect was turned over to the Regimental S-<2 for interrogation.

5 November 1967

At 0900H, a Compeny H patrol apprehended one Vietnamese mele with
no ID card. The suspect was detained for further questioning and
forwarded to the Regimentel S-2,

At 1005H, the Compeny H patrol found twelve one men fighting holes
(VIC 292532), The holes, apparently VC, were not more than three
deys old and were facing Southeast,

At 1600H, the Company H patrol apprehended 2 VC suspects (VIC 302537)
Both were turned over to the S«2 for questioning and later taken

to Regiment.

At 2100H, Compeny E detected movement at its wire, Three M-26
grenades were thrown with unknown results,

At 2235H and 2310H movement again was heard to the front of the
“ompany E position, Several M-26's were again thrown, each time

.ith unknown results, p )

DECLASSIFIED



{ sterly direction. 60mm mortar illumination was fired into the

DECLASSIFIED

) SIFIER :
“DNCLASSTFIED DWM‘S .

‘At 2354H, Company E received one enemy sniper round from a North-

urea with negative results,

6 November 1967

At O700H, Company E spotted two VC (VIC 303568). The enemy were i
irmediately taken under fire, but with negative results, ki

At 0020H, & member of Company E patrol tripped a M=26 booby-trap,
resulting in 2 USMC WIA MEDEVACS,

At 1030H, a Company H patrol apprehended one VC suspect (VIC 311543) »
The male VN was turuned over to the S=2 for questioning., 1

At 1105H, the Company E patrol spotted one VC with weepon running
into the tree line. The patrol lost observation of the enemy be-
fore they could bring accurate fire to bear.

At 1135H, the seme patrol spotted 2 VC (VIC 285549). An artillery
mission was called, but with negative results,

7 November 1967

At 1345H, & Company size sweep conducted by Company H uncovered &
box couvaining 35 Chicom grenades (VIC 311511). The grenades

_yere destroyed in place.

At 1615H, a Company E patrol spotted two VC with weapons (VIC
266548). The patrol fired approximately 10 rounds smell arms at
the enemy with negative results

At 1645H, the Company E patrol (VIC 291547) observed two VC
entering a hut (VIC 285542). The patrol fired seversl M-79

rounds at the hut end called artillery on the tree line to the rear,
but with negative results.

8 November 1967

At 1030H, & Company E patrol spotted two Vietnamese {VIC 30556l ).

when approached, the suspects threw a grenade into the river,

The suspects were apvrehended and turned over to the S-2 and o :
forwarded to the Regimental S~2 for interrogation. Nk

At 1420H, a Company H patrol found & tunnel 12 ft long and 4 ft
wide (VIC 315535). The tunnel had signs of recent use. It was
evident that a large object had been stored in the tunnel, The
tunnel was destroyed by a demolition team.

9 November 1967

At 0115H, the Battalion S-3 Officer received word from the Regi-
mtal S-3 1st Marines that 15000 1b of TPQ's had been dropped in
Grid Square 24450 in resction to intelligence reports of an NVA

6  weasstpmO URIEIED
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{ﬁattqlionjof 500 men dispersed along the Ai Tu River (VIC 2,,5500),
% ,condery explosions were sighted and 14000 more pounds of TPQ

_wereo plenned for that ares, At this time 1st Marines S-3 Officer

requested that 2/l drew up a plen of action to reconoiter the ¥YD
245500 arca later in the morning.

Al 02251, after csreful analysis of the situation, the CO of 2/l
devised & plen utilizing no less then 3 rifle companies in a
heliconter asseult in the vicinity of ¥YD'2,,5500. The plan
consisted of sweeping the enemy into a blocking force using max-
imum suppvorting arms. This plen was based on the reported enemy
movement and a knowledge of basic NVA tactics.

At 0230E, The Commanding Officer of 2/ informed Regimentel S-3
of the vroposed plen by radio, Helicopters were required es well
&s 2 edditional rifle compsnies to augment 2/4's present force

of 2 rifle companies. RKegimental S-3 replied that Helicopters
were not availeble and su;gested that 2/4 employ 1 rifle company
to sesrch out the YD 245500 area in lieu of the l company assault.
CO 2/l recommended &geinst such & plan basing his argument on the
roputed size of the enemy force of battalion strength and the
length of time reguired to tacticelly cover the ground to the ob-
jective aree. Pest experience showed that a lerge enemy force
choosing to “ight could tear up & lone rifle compeny. The distance
of 5 miles (from LOD to rbjective) would require the unit to
remeain overnight in the objective area before being able to con-
At a thorough seerch, The element of quick reasction and sur-
wrise necessery in such & move would be lost. On these grounds

CO 2/l edvised ageinst sending one rifle company into the area,
Regimentel S-3 said it would inform the CO of 1st Marines of

the situation.

£t 0745, Betiglion S-3 informed Regimertal S-3 that the CO of
lst Marines directed that & rifle company from 2/ immediately
proceed to YD 21,5500 to reconoiter the areas.

At 0O750H, E Company wes given the assignment to carry out the
mission, Briefings were held by CO, S-3 and S-2, Ontos &nd
engineers were attached to the compeny and meximum supvorting
arms wes planned. ’

At 0800H, B Company moved across the LOD toward the objective
aresa,

At 10LOH. the Assistent Division Commander visited the 2/l COC.
After e briefing on the 2/l days activities the ADC ordered E
Company not to proceed beyond 2000 meters without Division
approvel, The ADC cited that the objective areea was too far and
the enemy disposition too uncertain for a lone rifle compeany

on foot.

‘'t 1045H, E Company halted its movement at YD 295528,

At 11308, a Compeny E Corpsmen tripped a Chicom Boo%@mgg“ﬁ“[i@
sulting in (1) USMC WlA MEDEVAC (1) USN WIA MEDEVAC

7 oxcuASSTFIED sashee
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‘At 1313H, B Compeny given a change of mission to search and clear
. 3 eree between YD 2033593 and 27854l;, E Compeny was supported
by ontos on this sweep to its original position on the eirfield
perimeter.

At 1J30L, Compeny I (VIC 29,55)) received fire from sn estimated
10-15 VC (VIC 293549) at the rear of its unit. PFire was immed-
iately returned with M-16's, M-60's and LAAWS, Artillery end
mortars were called on the enemy position with good coverage.,
Results: (2) USHC WIA MEDEVAC

(3) V€ K14 (Conf) and (2) VC KIA (Prob)

10 November 1967

At 103(H, Compeny k with a KC Scout attached stopped two Vietnamese
(VIC 293555) for questioning. The Company received the informetion
that 10 VC were heading for & village (VIC 293540). 4O rounds of
Olmm mortier were fired at these coordinates,

At 10h3H, a Comrenv ¥ meival svotted 3 VC running in the open, (VIC -

303528). Fifty rounds of M-60 were fired wounding one. .- Upon inves-
tipation it was discovered the VCS was & girl. Another VC was
spotted (VIC 208530) and was fired upon with M-60's., He was seen
to drop, but when the platoon swept the area, they were unable to
find eny trece of him. The wounded girl was apprehended, treated,
and turned over to the S-2,.

.. 1135H, the Compeny H patro) spotted the movement of = large
grour of Vietnemese (VIC 323518). They were kept under observation,
but nothing developed to indicate that they were enemy.

At 11408, the Company H patrol found one fighting hole (5X5X2)

(VIC 304536) well camouflaged and used within the last thres

deys. The hLole had a capacity of L} to 5 men, end was most probably
an LP/OP for the VC unit in the area, The position was merked and
the camouflage destroyed.

At 1154H, & Company E petrol (VIC 286547) received two enemy sniper
rounds (VIC 2d555). Fire was returned with M-16's and M=60's.

At 1210H, (VIC 2855l;5) & member of the Company E patrol tripped a
Chicom Booby Trap, resulting in (1) USMC WIA MED-EVAC.

At 1315H, the Compeny H patrol (VIC 285526) fired at suspected
enemy position (ViC 236527) with Ontos, 8lmm Mortars, eand ertillery.
Arce wes then swept with negative results,

At 1L 00E, the Company H petrol found and destroyed one enemy bunker
(VIC 282523).

At 1415H, the Company H patrol found and destroyed one enemy bunker
(VIC 292532),
{ UNCLASSIFIED
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At 1430H, the Company H patrol found three fighting holes (VIC
44533), and destroyed them with demolitions,

At 1435H, the Compény H patrol epnrehended 2 Vietnamese who had
initially ren from the patrol. Even though both had proper identi-
fication, they were turned over to the Regimental 8-Z,

At 1450H, & member of the Company H patrol tripped an M-26 Booby- Y
trap with a delayed fuze (VIC 295532?° There were no casualties.

; At 1745H, a Marine from Company E (VIC 312555) while attempting to
teke a blasting cap from a Claymore mine, stépped on the generator
setting off the blasting cap., Result:s (1) USMC NBC.

At 2305H, movement was observed outslide of the defensive wire.

(VIC 315556). One grenade was then thrown into the perimeter.

Two M-26 grenades were thrown at the suspected enemy position, and
$511lumination was called over the area. Two figures were then
spotted swimming in the river and were immediately teken under fire,
The river bank was searched with negative resylts.

12 November 1967

At 0515H, & Company E listening Post (VIC 295550) received one
sniper round while returning to the company position. The
listening Post was unable to determine the origin of the enemy
‘“ire. At 1143H, a Company E patrol (VIC 281551) received about
“,50 rounds from 7 or 8 VC (VIC 278551)., The patrol returned
fire with small arms and automatic weapons. The VC immediately
broke contect end disappesared.

At 1520H, & Company H platoon was dispatched to check on &n
intelligence report of & tunnel and supply cache (VIC 3065LL4).

’ The patrol was unable to find any trace of the-tunnel or supply
cache, but apprehended 7 Vietnemese clivilians who were in the vic=
inity end acting somewhat suspicious.,

13 November 1967

g At 2010H, the Battalion Command Post observed & red star cluster
approximately 3000 meters south of their position. The aresa was
kept under close observation.

1l November 1967

At O4OOH, the Battalion (-) departed the Al Tu Airfield on
: a search and destroy operation (VIC 261509, 271509, 269510)
j of reported enemy storapge areas/firing sites, and logisticel
' installations,

At 1555H, Company H (VIC 255495) observed three VG (VIC 260489)
and imrediately took the enemy under fire. Artillery was also
~salled on the enemy position. A sweep of the area was conducted . g

with negative results,
o T el ASSIFIED
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At 2130H,'the Battalion returned to its defensive position at the
© . Tu Airfield. The search produced negative results,

f
4

15 November 1967

At O0030H, movement was spotted on the Northeastern side of ;
the Battalion perimeter., 8lmm Illumination was called with |
negative results,

16 November 1967 L

At 0130H, a Company H platoon ambush patrol (VIC 316526), while
; moving into position, was fired upon by Vietnamese Populer Forces
i (VIC 316526). The patrol made contact with the Vietnamese Popular
Forces by redio, identifying themselves as friendly forces. The
friendly fire ceased.

g At 0250H, an ambush patrol (VIC 322538) received a burst of auto-
. matic weapons fire from an unknown number of VC, The patrol
returned fire, then continued to its ambush site,

At 1225H, a Company H patrol (VIC 324522) apprehended one
Vietnamese civilian without an ID card. The Vietnamese was returned
to the Command Post for questioning by the S-2,

At 1415H, the Company H patrol (VIC 323513) apprehended one

4 ‘etnamese male without an ID card, and carrying documents that

‘oemed of en official nature. The suspect was then turned over Coy
to the S-2, :

. At 1600H, Compeny G arrived at the Ai Tu Airfield from Cem Lo II,
" and again came under the operational control of this Battalion.

17 November 1967

At 0905H, & Company H patrol found a 60mm mortar dud (VIC 309541)
and destroyed it in place.

At 1130H, Company E, while on a compeny size sweep, found one dud
105 round (VIC 261541) and destroyed it in place,

At 1145, Company E (VIC 262543) received automatic weapons fire
from an unknown number of enemy causing (2) USMC WIA MEDEVAC.
Company E returned fire with small arms and 60mm morters, -

At 1235H, Company E (VIC 261541) found a dud 105 round. Engineers
set a charge using a time fuze to blow the dud. Before the troops
could clear the area the dud exploded, resulting in (2) USMC

NBC MEDEVACS,

At 12451, the Company H patrol (VIC 29554) found three fresh one
~an fighting holes alona a trail,” These positions were marked

Jr future reference. WcLASSYﬂmE©M§ngUE®
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At lZSOH,f & M@Mégn@E@)ompany H platoon patrol tripped a Chi-

m grenede booby trap, resulting in (1) USMC WIA MEDEVAC.

18 November 1967

At 1445H, Company E (VIC 284548) received approximeately 20 rounds
of snall arms fire from thelr direct front and eapproximately

25 rounds from their left flenk (VIC 285545). They returned fire
with M-16, M-60 and M=79 fire. The company then swept the area
with negative results,

At 1645H, an ARVN ambulence arrived at the Battalion Command Post
with 5 wounded personnel, seeking medical aid. They claimed to
have been ambushed approximately 3000 meters north of this posi-
tion along Highway #1 (VIC 289572). The seriously wounded were
medevaced while the non=serious were taken to the hospitel in
Guang Tri.

At 1650H, & Vietnamese child stopped & Merine vehicle (VIC 28658l )
and werned the cccupants that there were VC on both sides of the
highway (VIC 263587). MAG-36, the 1lst Marine Regiment, and MCB-10

were notified.
At 2345H, a Company E embush (VIC 300542) reported sporadic smell

arms fire between two unknown units approximately 1000 meters
awey (VIC 295557). No further information wes received,

ily Novembor 1967.

At O745H, a Sniper team from Company H (VIC 302547) observed one
VC with & weapon moving South (VIC 294538). The Sniper fired
S rounds. Result (1) VC KIA (Prob)

At 1030H, the Company H patrol (VIC 296555) found approximately
400 1b of rice., The Battalion notified the Province Chief and
& team was sent to that position to collect the rice and redis-
tribute it amceng the local villagers,

20 November 1967

At 0950H, & Company E patrol apprehended a Vietnamese civilian,
With the assistance of an interpreter and an Americen Advisor the
suspect was questioned snd then released.

At 1315H, a Company G patrol (VIC 290532) heard a rifle fire to
their front. It was believed to be a werning shot for the VC
in the ares., The patrol continued with no further incidents.

21 November 1967

At 0158H, a Company H platoon patrol (VIC 315542) received two
~ounds of smell erms fire from their East, but could not pin-point
“.ne position. The pletoon continued on its route,

U
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At O410H, a Marine from Company E was injured by an M-26 grenade
~ .ich exploded in a bunker while the Marine was trying to retrieve
en M-16 mapazine, resulting in (1) USMC NBC MEDEVAC.

At 0847H, & Company H patrol (VIC 299558) found one M-26 grenade
buried in the mud with the pin still in place. The grenade was

destroyed in place,

At 1215H, a Company E patrol (VIC 317552) observed a young
Vietnamese boy carrying a 20 round belt of M-60 emmunition. The
boy wes taken to Cowmand Post end turned over to the 5.2,

At 2045H, Company H (VIC 315541) received three rounds small arms
fire from the direction of the bridge (VIC 323539). The District
Advisor wes notified, and he notified the Popular Forces on the
bridge not to fire in the direction of the Battallon's position,

22 November 1967

At 0023, while firing 8lmm morter H&I's, a short round landed
in the Company G position, resulting in (1) USMC NBC MEDEVAC.

At 1557H, Compeny E (VIC 291540) observed suspected enemy activity
(VIC 270541)., An artillery mission was fired with negative results.

At 1620H, Company E (VIG 289547) located three bomb shelters. All
he shelters were destroyed.

At 2335H, Company E reported movement to their front. At 22|10H
Company E received one incoming grenade and several rounds of
small arms fire. They returned fire with small arms, but with
unknown results,

23 November 1967

At O7T00H, Company E and units of CAC-2 mede contact with an
undetermined number of VC (VIC 265647). CAC=2 took the VC
under fire with small arms and M=79's. The VC immediately
broke contact, Company E and CAC-2 continued on their mission.

At 1050H, a Company H patrol found a family type bunker (VIC
232523) and destroyed it with demolitions.

At 1145H, a member of the Company H platoon patrol tripped a
booby-trap of en unknown type, resulting in (2) USMC WIA, (1)
MEDEVAC.

At 1250H, & Company G platoon patrol (VIC 317511) received one
sniper round from epproximately 50 meters away. The patrol
jmmediately returned fire with M~16's and eutomatic weapons. A
sweep wes conducted in the area with negative results.

At 1320H, CAC-2, while perticipating in a Company E sweep,

snotted 2 VC walking toward them (VIC 269547). The CAC unit

12 RTINS
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yened fire with smell erms and observed both VC drop, but due to

“une tacticel situation were unable to check the srea out thoroughly.

The result was (2) VC KIA (Prob)

At 1345H, a Company H patrol (VIC 275520) received 15 rounds of

small erms fire (VIC 276519). The patrol spotted the weapons flashes
end returned fire with smell arms and M-79's. An artillery mission
was also called on the enemy position. The patrol later swept the
srea with negative results,

At 1L10H, the Company H patrol spotted three VG wearing camouflage
utilities heading West on & treil (V1€ 278522). The patrol then
celled su artillery mission on the enemy position with unknown
results. :

At 1542H, & Compeny G patrol found a 105mm dud (VIC 287528)
end destroyed it in pleace.

2l November 1967

At 1015H, a platoon patrol from Compeny E (VIC 295553) found several
fighting holes, three bunkers, & punji pit, a trench line, and

an M-26 pgrenade booby-trap. The trench line was 60 meters

long end the bunkers were 3Xlj feet with no fighting apertures.

All installations were destroyed with demolitionms. PR

e -

_t 1130H, a petrol from Compeny H recelved automatic weapons

fire from an estimated 3-l4 VC (VIC 27651L). The enemy fire

came from two different directions., The patrol (VIC 27851l)
opened fire on the VC and called an artillery mission on the enemy
position. Beceuse of & large stream between the patrol and the
VG, the aree could not be checked.

At 1230H, the same petrol from Company H spotted two VC with cer-
bines (VIC 277523). The petrol immediately took the VC under fire,
then swept down into the area, but with negative results.

At 1345H, & patrol from Company G (VIC 5845LY) received small

arms Tire from & bunker and treeline (VIC 2855LL4). The patrol
irmediately returned fire and observed one VC drop. Upon & search
of the area, the vatrol was uneble to find & body. The enemy bunk-
er was destroyed with demolitions. The result was (1) VC KIA (Prob).

At 1350H, the patrol from Compeny H spotted one VC (VIC 278512).,
After teking the enemy under fire, the area was searched. Several
shelters reinforced with railroad ties, three new huts and one
fresh trench big enough for a VC platoon were found. The patrol
also found blood trails leading from the area to & nearby streem.
A11 bunkers and huts were destroyed with demolitions. The result
was (1) VC KIA (Prob).

t 2020H, the Company H defensive perimeter (VIC 303522) spotted
movement to their front across Highway #1. Illumination was called
and again movement wes observed. A reaction force was diét;tChed

to the aresa, but with negative results, UNCM@ S@“E“
13 EGQH&II.’
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At OT4SH; & patrol from Company G received 15 4o 20 rounds
of automatic weapons fire. The patrol returned fire and swept the
area with negative results, :

;gﬁ November 1967

At 1115H, Compeny G while on. a sweep {VIC 231518) had its point
awbushed by 6 to 10 VC; causing (1) USMC KIA., Fire was immediately
returned and en artillery mission was called on the enemy position.
A search wes conducted in the aree with negative results.

At 1145H, Company G (VIC 277523) found a Chicom grenade booby-trep.
The grenede was disermed and returned to the S-2,

At 1320H, Company G received 3 rounds of sniper fire from an unknown
position. The compsny continued on it's mission,

At 2155H, a Company E Listening Post (VIC 310561) spotted movement
within the defensive wire. Illumination was called and 2 figures

were seen runuing in & northerly direction (VIC 310562) The enemy

was teken under fire by M-79's with unknown results.

26 Novenmber 1967

At 1515H, the Battalion (-) departed the Al Tu Airfield with the
mission of conducting a cordon operation of a suspected enemy

¢ 1llage eand herboring site (VIC 287465), while ARVN pacification
teams worked in the village.

At 15,45H, Company G led with three Ontos attached. At this time
one Ontos hit & mine (VIC 2955208), causing (2) USMC WIA MEDEVACS..
The “0#¥6s ‘wes -unable to be moved because of a demaged track, so
the two remeining Ontos and a rifle squed remained as security
while the compeny continued on its mission.

At 2000H, the Battalion Commend Post received 15 rounds of small
arms fire (VIC 29088). Fire was returned with unknown results.

27 November 1967

At O0730H, Compeny E received heavy small arms and automatic-weapons
fire (VIC 3OSE9O The company immediately returned fire, and the
enemy broke contact., A sweep was conducted in the area with
negative results,

At 1115H, Compeny G spotted several VC running (VIC 303483). The
enemy were immediately teken under fire end one VC was seen to drop.
The srea was then ssarched with negative results. The result was
one VC KIA (Prob)

At 1233L, the Battalion Commend Post (VIC 303487) received 3 rounds
- 1211 erms fire from en unknown position. No action taken.

py, WS o RS IFIED

DECLASSIFIED




[

_‘K S | '
hnne UNCLASSIFIED  [j) @&m&glﬁﬂﬁ@
"At 1430 H, the rear secur e ent of Company E received heavy
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iemy small arms fire. Thecompeany immediately deployed its units
and conducted a sweep of the ares (VIC 301491)., A firefight insued
with the enemy finsally breaking contect as their position was
untenable, Result: (2) USMC WIA MEDEVACS, (6) VC KIA (Prob).

At 1515H, the Company E flank security, which was'moving back with
the main body, was mistaken for VC by Compeny G and were fired upon.
The error was quickly discovered and the fire ceased. Results:

(2) USMC wWIA MEDEVACS,

At 1800 H, the Battalion (=) returned to its defensive position
at the Al Tu Airfield.

28 November 1967

At 2100H, Compeny B, along its perimeter (VIC 317543) received 2
rounds of sniper fire from an unknown position., No action was
taken.

29 November 1967

At 0030H, Company E received 2 rounds of sniper fire on its " 18
sector of the perimeter (VIC 310558), Thirty minutes later another i
8 rounds were reccived. Fire was returned with unknown results, SO

'+ 1128H, a patrol from Company E while secarching & hut (VIC 30658L)
“ sund a home-made "Zip Gun" made of wood end metal tubing, with
one round in the chamber, The weapon was turned over to the S-2,

At 1L450H, the S-2 reported that 5 young Vietnamese males accosted
an elderly Vietnamese male along the highway (VIC 301563) north Ly
of this position, The man was taken to BAS for treatment and kil
guestioning, then trensferred to the Quang Tri hospitel.

30 November 1967

At 0603H, a Company G Listening Post spotted & Vietnamese male ,
running along their front. TIllumination was called, and M-79's g
were fired at the suspected enemy location with unknown results.

At 0930H, the road-sweep team discovered a 15 pound Chicom enti-
teank mine approximately 6 feet off the herd surface of Highway

#1 (VIC 326524), The mine was approximately L inches under the
surface. The mine was removed and destroyed by the Engineer Team.

At 1015H, & patrol from Company H received automatic and semi-
automatic weapons fire (VIC 266538) from an enemy force of approx-
imately squad size. The patrol immediately assaulted the enemy
position forecing the VC to breek contect and flee. The Result was

(1) VC KIA (Conf).
- FIED
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1 December 1967

b

At 0930H, Company H received small erms fire from an eneny

position (VIC 265538). Immediately Company H c~runtered with an
artillery mission in which one strap round landed in the vieinity

of a CAC-2 blocking force inflicting two friendly WIA, A check-
fire was called for and a MEDEVAC reguested, Once the MEDEVAC had
been comvleted the company continued its mission with negative enemy
contact,

At 1030L, Company H conti.uing their search end clesr mission
roceived additionel enemy smell arms fire (VIC 258542),

The Compeany returned fire on the enemy position with smsll arrs,
and the enemv broke contect. The result was (1) USMC WIA MED-
EVAC, (1, USMC WIANE,

At 1300H; Company H located an enemy booby trap constructed from a
155 dud round which weas destroyed in place.

At 14251, Compeny H in vicinity of 269541 received twenty rounds
of smell arms fire (VIC 2715u1§.Mm16 and M-79 fire was returned.
An immediate sweep was made of the enemy position with negative
results,

At 15008, one member of CAC-2 (VIC 269548) tripped a small anti-
personnel mine, Result: (1) CAC-2 WIA MLDEVAC.

Ao 1600H, Company H sweeping through & village (VIC 271541)
encountered four women VC suspects, The VC suspects were returned
to the POW Compound and were transferred to the Regimental S-2,

At 1722H, Company H discovered one French Grenade Booby Trap in
one of the huts in # villepe (VIC 271541). The grenade was disarmed
and returned to the Command Post.

2 December 1967

At 1520H; & squed size patrol from Company E sweeping through

a village (VIC 28657L) discovered one village hut containing 1000
lbs of rice, a large sum of money, and medicel supplies. Mortar
fin assemblies were also located throughout the village area.
The Province Advisors were notified, and collected all the rice
minus 200 1bs for the village use,

At 1920H, Compeny H reported reported suspicious noises near their
defensive position (VIC 30055l). One M-26 prenade was thrown by
Company H with unknown results,

At 2130H, during en 8lmm morter fire mission onc short round
landed in the vicinity of the Battalion Perimeter. A check fire
was called for immedistely. There were no injuries to frieundly

5 rsonnel .

2 pecester 1967 DECLASSIFIED

At 11254, e platoon size patrol from Compeny H (VIC 32051} ) dis-
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=7 vered one ton of rice in a village hut. ‘he platoon placed
security esround the hut until Province Advisors arrived and collect-
ed the rice.,

At 1130H, & platoon from Company H received automatic fire (VIC
275553). The platoon returned fire with small arms and artillery
fire. The enemy then broke contact. The area was later searched
with negetive results,

At 1530H, the 81lmm Morter platoon while conducting a fire mission / i
had & short round land approximately 15 meters from one of its gumn '
positions. The reason for the short round was from & lot of
reworked amriunition, There were no casualties,

At 1531H, a platoon from Compeany G received enemy smell arms fire
(VIC 279540 end 270533). The platoon returned fire with small
arms and 60mm morter fire. Both enemy positions were swept with
negative results.

At 1710H, Company E (VIC 260525) sighted several VC deperting
from a villege (VIC 257537) and immediately fired small erms
fire end 60rm morters. Two UHLE Gunships were called to
engage the fleeing enemy. A search of the area was conducted
with negative results,

| "% 1730H, & platoon from Compeny H returned to the Battalion Command
{i:ost with 2 VC detminces. Both detainees were taken to the Regiment-
al S-2 for further interropsation,

At 1930H, Compeny & spotted twenty VC (VIC 25653L). Immedietely
fire was delivered st the VC utilizing small arms, 60mm morters
end two UHIE Gunships with excellent coverage, Due to derkness,
the compeny was unable to search the area until daylight because
of denger of enemy embushes., At daylight a seerch revealed
several blood trails, drag marks and a blood stained poncho.

I December 1967

At 0105H, a platoon from Company H received one enemy grenade which
exploded inside their sector of the Battalion perimeter, It was iR
believed to have been fired from across the river. (VIC 317554) e
A fire team was assigned to investigate the suspected enemy posi= 09
tions. It later returned with negative results, No friendly
casualties resulted from this incident. '

At O730H, & CAC-2 unit (VIC 254531) sighted 2 VC running due West :
(VIC 259513) end immedietelv enpaged the VC with small erms fire, Ce
resulting in (1) VC KIA (Conf).

At 1130h, Company E (VIC 256536) encountered a Vietnamese mele,
«ce L0, with ID card, Due to his suspicious appeerance the

" retnemese was escourted to the Battalion Command @mg@ﬁﬁﬁﬂ@i
over to the S5-2 for questioning. UNCLASSIPI
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E_Qjﬁ 12L4H, Company E completed sweeping the area where earlier VC
1% untact had been made on 3 December, Items discovered in the area

emounted to one poncho, and several pieces of blood stained
clothing, Twenty Vietnamese were detained and escorted to the
Command Post for questioning by the S-2, No further VC engagement
resulted from the Company size sweep.

At 1352H, & pletoon from Company H conducting a platoon size patrol
(ViC 313508) received approximately 60 rounds of small arms fire
from a necarby tree line (VIC 313505)

position withL small arms fire and the enemy quickly broke contect.
The ares wes seerched with negative results.

At 1430H, Company E while conducting a company size sweep (VIC
265518) tripped on unknown booby-trap device, resulting in (2) USMC
W1A MIEDEVACS.

At 22|;5E, an unknown Vietnamese youth delivered one M-26 grenade
end 10 rounds of sessorted small ammunition to the Battalion
Commend Post. The young Vietnamese wes rewerded with 200 piasters
by the S-~2 Officer.

At 23,5H, Compeny H was assigned the mission of investipating VC/
NVA activities in the vicinity of Coord. YD 3150, Upon &pproaching
vicinity YD 316506, the company received approximately 30 rounds

of automatic fire. Sighting a total of eleven VC (VIC 314506)

1% fire mission was reqguested by an AO flying above the area. Due

ARIEA N

“to autometic enemy fire received by the A0 plane, it was unable

to conduct the fire mission. Two Huey Gunships in the immediate
aree directed airstrikes upon the suspected enemy positions (VIC
3.14506). At the completion of the air strikes Company B conducted
a sweep through the ares with negative results. The pilot of the
spotter nlane was wounded and the AQ successfully landed the
eircraft at Quang Tri Airfield. The pilot later died of wounds,

S _December 1967

At 1030H, Company H conducting & company size sweep encountered

en enemy ambush (VIC 312510). Approximately 200 rounds of auto-
matic fire was recsived by the company. Fire superiority wes gain-
ed by Compeny H ty firing small arms and ertillery fire into

the enemy's position. Enemy contact was broken, and a sweep

of the ares ended with negative results.

6 December 1967

At 0200H, the CAC-2 unit reported to Company E that a Merine
vehicle moving south on Highway #1 was envolved in &n accident at
g bridge south of Dong Ha. No injuries were received by the two
enlisted Marines attached to 2/1 who were in the vehicle. Company
E notified Battalion Heedquarters of the incident.

éat 0730H, e member of & platoon size sweep from Compesny G tripped

18 uncmssmﬁEMﬂE[]ElD

. The platoon engaged the enemy
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-& grenade type booby-trap; resulting in (1) USMC WIA MEDEVAC.

‘ot 0935H, a Company G platoon size sweep (VIC 263515) received
epproximately 200 rounds of small erms fire (VIC 2605.3)., The
platoon geined fire superiority with small erms and 60rm mortar
fire. A sweep was conducted through the enemys position with neg-
ative results, ,

At 1100H, a platoon from Company E (VIC 288511) uncovered one 105mm
projectile by a hut (VIC 286582) and destroyed the projectile in
place,

At 1120H, a platoon size patrol from Company G (VIC 258515) received
an unknown number, of enemy automatic weapons fire (VIC 242508),

The platoon gained fire superiority with small arms and 60mm
mortars, and conducted a sweep through the enemy's position with
negative results,

At 1530H, a snuad size ambuslh from Company G (VIC 275548) sighted
two VC epproximately 800 meters from their position (VIC 275540)

A Merine Sniper fired at the two VO resulting in 1 VC killed (Prob).
The sqguad could not investigate the srea due to the distance between
their position and the eneny.

At 1730H, a squed size ambush from Company G (VIC 288538) spotted

gix VC carrying weapons (VIC 281535). Artillery fire was celled

wpon the enemy which resulted in (1) VC $IA (Conf) and (1) VC KIA
>rob) ‘

At 1810H, & CAC-2 unit reported to the Battalion Command Post that
several civiliens were hit by U, S. small arms fire while moving
from Tan Pho. The incident was investigated and confirmed that
no U, S. units from this command were operating in the area at

the time of the incident.

At 1820H, Compeny G (VIC 275512) received automatic weapons fired
into their position from vicinity 270520, The company returned
fire on the enemy position with 30 rounds of 60mm Morters. Due
to the derkness setting in, it was impossible to search the area,
Results: Unknown, ’

At 2040H, Compeny E (VIC 311537) while in a defensive position
reported hearing noises of suspected enemy movement (VIC 31755Y).
Illumination was requested with negative results.

7 December )1967

At 0855H, Company G (VIC 274526) received 30 rounds of small
erms fire from 6 VC (VIC 267520) causing (1) USMC WIA MEDEVAC.
The compeny countered with small arms fire from M-16's,M-79, and
M-60 Mechine Guns, resulting in (2) VC KIA (Prob),

UNCLASSIFIED
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lw}“t 1000H, a squad size ambush from Compeny G spotted apprdximately
‘1. ) VC in the open (VIC 269531)., Marine Sniper fired 7 rounds at

the enemy, resulting in (1) VC KIA (Conf), (1) VC KIA (Prob)

At 1110H, a Vietnemese female was apprehended just outside the
perimeter., The suspect had no ID card in her possession and could
give no reason for being in the area, She was detained and deliver-

ed to the S«2 for questioning,

At 1125H, & platoon from Company H conducting a sweep (VIC 30453L)
discovered one booby-trap constructed from & Chicom grenade., It
was destroyed in place,

8_December 1967

At 1100H, a platoon from Company E while conducting a sweep
(VIC 252549) had one Marine trip an unknown explosive device.
The result wes (1) USMC WIA MEDEVAG

At 1150H, a platoon size patrol from Company E (VIC 254550)
encountered 10 VC with weapons. The enemy were pursued by
firing approximately [,00 rounds of M=60 eand artillery fire,
Results: (1) USMC WIA NON MEDEVAG

At 1220H, a platoon (VIC 244557) from Company E received fire from
an unknown number of VC (VIC 241552). Fire superiority was gained
" * the platoon followed by a sweep through the VC position, with

t4.8gative results,

At 1350H, & squad size patrol from Company H discovered & cache
of rice in a hut (VIC 29453l) which was stored in six 55 gallon
drums, Contact was made between the S-2 and the District Advisor
who later collected the rice for redistribution,

At 1645H, Company E called for an Artillery fire mission on

VC base cemp. & platoon size patrol was dispatched to the

erea to obtain a damapge assessment., The patrol found pieces of
schrapnel covered with blood, and also blood trails leaving the
cemp, Result: (3) VC KIA (Prob)

At 2115H, & platoon from Compeny H (VIC 308537) spotted movement
to their left front (VIC 313533§° Small arms fire was delivered
into the suspected enemises position. The area was searched with
negative results.

10 December 1967

At 0915H, Uompany E (VIC 302587) encountered & Vietnamese boy

10 years o0ld with a foot infection and disgnosed it as osteo-~
mylitis. The Company Corpsman treated the youth's foot and attempt-
ed to make liaison with the Vietnemese doctor to further treat

e boys foot,

At 1730H, the S-2 representative along with 5 ARVNs departed for

the rice cache discovered by the squad patrol fromM%mE@
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o 8 December, Prior to arriving at the hut which contained the

sice, 8 VC were spotted leaving the village. Supporting erms
could not be requested due to the danger of inflicting casualties
upon civilian personnel, The detail returned to the Battalion
Command Post without making contact.

At 1950H, a squad from Company G (VIC 304547) while enroute to
position a LP received small arms fire from (VIC 304547). Small
arms end mortar fire was delivered by the squad on the enemy
position with excellent coverage. Due to darkness the area could
not be searched until the following morning.

At 2112H, a Company E road-block (VIC,K 310563) encountered 6
ARVN trucks with 1 ARVN officer, Each vehicle was seerched and
escorted to the road-block at the southern end of the Battelion
position.

10 December 1967

At 0715H, Company G dispatched a platoon size patrol to Coord,.
YD 304547 to check out the enemy's position who fired small arms
into the company's defensive position at 1950H, 9 December. No
enemy contact or other evidence was found. .
At 12338H, a pleatoon size patrol from Company E (VIC 28751Jb
received rpproximately 30 rounds of small asrms fire from vicinity

) 287513, A squad leader was wounded. The patrol returned fire
with approximately 600 rds of small arms fire. First aid was ad-
ministered to the Squad leader and he was medevaced. ((1l) VC KIA
(Prob) was assessed)

At 1315H, Company E (VIC 287523) received epproximately 50 rounds
of sutomatic weapons fire from vicinity YD 295516) and YD 295556).
The company gained fire superiority with small arms fire and/an
artillery mission. The enemy position was then searched with neg-
ative results,

11 December 1967

At 1005H, a platoon (VIC 274532) from Gompany G spotted five VC
located 50 meters to their front. The platoon fired small arms
and requested an 8lmm mortar fire mission. The area was checked
out by & sguad size patrol with negative results,

At 1150H, a squad size patrol from Gompany E encountered a Viet-
nemese boy 17 years of age without an ID card. The youth was
turned to an S-2 representative who checked the young Vietnemese
end later released him,

At 22,)5H, a Company G Listening Post spotted 3 Vietnamese approx-
imately 50 meters from their position eand threw one grenade with

‘known results,
UNCLASSIFIED
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at 0720H, a platoon from Compeany § received small arms fire
while crossing a river (VIC 2965‘;1)° The platoon gained fire
superiority and swept the enemy position with negative results.

At 0930H, the patrol from Compsny E discovered en 81lmm morter
dud and destroyed it in place,

At 1330H, the patrol from Company G Spotted 2 VC with weapons (VIC
2675,5)., An artillery mission was requested on the enemy position.
One VC body was seen flying through the eir fréom a 105mm bursf,
resvlting i1 (1) VC KIA (Conf) . ’

13 _December 1967
At 1225H, a platoon from Compeny E uncovered a booby-trap construct-
ed from a 105mm round. The round was destroyed in place and the

platoon sweep continued,

14 December 1967

At 1055H, Company E conducting a sweep in the vicinity YD 300500
discovered three 105mm dud rounds. All were destroyed in
nlace,

{ "% 1105H, Comveny E continving their sweep received smeall arms
..re from vicinity YD 300501, An artillery mission was called on
the enemy position with excellent coverage, The enemy immediately
broke contect. A seasrch of the area was conducted with negative
results,

At 11224, the Compeny E rear elements received small arms fire
from approximately 12 VC (VIC 307496). Fire superiority was
immediately gained with smell erms and 60mm morter fire. The
eree was then searched with negative results.

15 December 1967

At 1000H, a Marine from a Company G platoon patrol detonated a
105 booby trap (VIC 28654l), resulting in (1) USMC KIA, (2)
USHMC WIA lED-LVACS,

At 1505H, & Marine from Company E was injured when he wealked
behind a 3.5 rocket launcher which was being fired (VIC 305535).
Result: (1) USMC NBC MEDEVAC

At 2005H, a Compeny H Listening Post (VIC 316533) received one
round of sniper fire. The Listening Post moved to another position
so &s not to be detected,

At 2150H, movement wes observed at the southern side of the Battalion
1. srimeter., M-79's were fired at the suspected enemy position with

unknown results,
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At 2235H, movement waes again observed (VIC 311538)., 60mm mortars
y re fired at the suspected enemy position with unknown results.

At 22L0H, the Battalion Defensive position (Al Tu Airfield) was
brought under fire by enemy 82mm mortars., (VIC 298525).

The enemy mortars struck the MAG-216 billeting areas, with only

two rounds landing on the airstrip. One CH-L6 and L UH34D heli-
copters were slightly demaged. Counter-mortar fire was immediately
concentrated on the area of the enemy position with excellent cov-
erage. It was later determined that approximately thirty rounds

of B2mm mortars struck the Airfield complex; some equiped with

VT fusss. The result was (A) MAG-36: (2) USMC KIA, (16) USMC

WIA MEDEVACS (20) USMC WIANE (B) 2d Bn, LthMer: (2) USMC WIA MED=
EVACS,

16 December 1967

At 0605H, the roadblock to the north of the Battelion Perimeter
received four rounds of small erms fire (VIC 29856l ). No action
was taken,

At 0700H, & Company H platoon patrol found the sites of the 8lmm
Mortars that struck the Airfield on 15 December (VIC 302527). s
The aiming stakes were still in place, and there were several SR
empty fuse cans in the area. There were fresh foot trails leading '
in a southerly direction from this position,

105mm dud round and destroyed it in place,

At 0815H, the same patrol found newly rebuilt punji pits (VIC R
301535). Each trap had fresh grass covering which looked only CE
a fow days old. All punji pits were destroyed. pr

At 10458, & Company E squad patrol found two packs, six canteens,
and medical supplies (VIC 305579). All this gear was returned to
the Battalion Command Post,

At 1300E, the Company H platoon patrol (VIC 286525) received approx- 0
imately two hundred rounds of enemy small erms fire from seven VC

(VIC 285527) causing (2) USMC WIA MEDEVACS. The patrol immediately

returned fire with M-16's, M-79!'s, M-60t's, LAAWS, and 60mm morters.

While searching the area, 62 rounds of AK)7 auwnunition was found

hidden in & haystack,

At 1400H, Company F‘rejoined the Battalion and wes incorporated
into the defense of the Ai Tu Airfield. ’

17 December 1967

At 13201, the Battelion S-=2 (VIC 307553), while working in a village,
found two M=79 rounds and one M-26 grenade hidden in some thick

7, ass. All items were destroyed in place. Two Vietnamese civilians
wore apprehended and held for questioning. YOOt ACSTIFTED
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" At 1400H, Armed Propaganda Teams errived at the Al Tu Airfield,
1% oadeasts were made in the villages (VIC 298566) . surrounding
1“the e@irfield. The themes were Chieu Hoil and the Reward Program.

At 17,5H, & Company G pletoon patrol (VIC 287542) found several
pools of blood and pieces of bone and flesh, Mess gear, two
helmets, one poncho, and asssorted pieces of clothing were also
found in the areas, It is believed that this incident was a
result of H&I fires.

18 December 1967

At 0800H, a Company G platoon patrol (VIC 281538) received ten to
twenty rounds of small erms fire from an enemy position (VIC
270539), The patrol immediately returned fire with smell arms,
and also called an artillery mission on the suspected enemy posi-
tion, The ares wes then searched with negative results.

At 1015H, a Compeny F platoon petrol received a heavy volume of
enemy small arms fire from three VC (VIC 313508), Causing 1 USMC
WIA MEDEVAC., The patrol immediately returned fire, and searched
the asrea with negative results,

At 1835H, the Compeny F platoon patrol reported that the bridge
(VIC 323539) was under fire. The patrol swept the area and
apprehended four suspects who were turned over to the S-2.

1" .¢ 2100H, the Sniper Team located in the observation tower at the
Northern edge of the Battalion perimeter observed one male, armed,
moving across the front of the Battelion's position (VIC 300566).
Tne Sniper fired one round dropping the armed man. Upon a search
of the area, no body could be found,

19 December 1967

At 0630H, the 6lmm mortars while firing H&I's, had one short
round (V1C 303571)., No casualties were incurred.

At 13L5H, a Vietnamese boy, 12 years old, was wounded by small

arms fire when Marines and ARVN forces were engsaged in familisariza-
tion firing. The boy was rushed to the Battalion Aid Station

where he died,

At 1L,00H, Compsny E was dispatched from the Battalion position
with the mission of setting up a Compeny Patrol Base in grid
square 3150, The Company AO extended from vicinity 290477

North to vicinity 290520, The Company's primary mission=wes*to
deny the VC the use of the villages in its A0 as harboring sites.

At 1802H, Company E received sporadic small arms and automatic wea-

pons fire (VIC 295501). Fire was immediately returned, end the
_area was searched with negative results. ywerpastP1sp
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‘At 1830H, Company E found one 105mm dud (VIC 291502), and one
4 o mortar dud (VIC 289499). Both duds were destroyed in

1 plece,

At 2353H, & Compeny H Listening Post (VIC 305530) observed
five VC approximetely fifty meters from its position. The
eneniy were teken under fire, but with unknown results.

20 December 1967

At 06L5H, Company E (VIC 280552) received four rounds of sniper
fire (VIC 277552§° The enemy were taken under fire, but with

negative results.

At 0915H, Company E (VIC 305500) received several rounds of small
arms fire causing 3 USMC WIA MEDEVACS. The compeny immediately
returned fire end celled an artillery mission on the suspected
enemy position. A search of the area was conducted with negetive

results.

At O940H, a Compeny G platoon patrol received ten rounds smell
arms fire (VIC 274532). The enemy were taken under fire and the
ares searched with negative results.

At 1026H, Comvany E (VIC 309&93) encountered three VC carrying car-
bines snd dressed in cemouflage utilities (VIC 292490). The point
i an enpaged the enemy wounding one in the shoulder. The area was

At 1123H, Compeny E received five rounds of automatic weapons fire
(VIC 303);88).  The onemy were taken under fire, but with negative

results.

At 1350H, Company E received several rounds of small arms fire
(VIC 291502), resulting in (1) USMC WIA MEDEVAC. No action
was taken beceause the enemy's position could not be determined.

At 1750H, a Company E listening Post spotted four VC with weapons
moving toward their position. The enemy woere immediately taken
under fire, and one VC was seen to drop, but the area was searched

with negative results.

21 December 1967

At 0730H, Company G (VIC 23153l) observed movement to the front
of their lines. Six rounds of 60mm morter were fired, and the area
was searched with negative results.

At O755H, a Company H patrol (VIC 277519) received twenty to thirty
rounds of sutomatic weapons fire from two different directions
(VIC 270526 and 276518) causing (1) USMC KIA. The enemy were immed-
<*ately taken under fire, and en artillery mission was called on
.,he enemy positions. The area was searched with negative results.
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At 1050E, the Compeny H patrol while moving in pursuit of en

.t% emy sniper who had killed one Marine earlier received a heavy
“I'volume of sutomatic weapons fire from up to & platoon of VC

(VIC 282523), The enemy were immediately taken under fire, Huey

gunships were called into the erea, and several artillery missions _;;;
were fired ~t suspected enemy positions, The r1esults were (1) i
USMC KIA, (5) USMC WIA MEDEVACS, and (1) USMC NBC. A search of : jﬁ,

the erea was conducted with negative results,

At 1640B, & Compeny E (VIC 300955) received several rounds of
small arms fire from the reasr of their unit. Small arms and
artillery fire were immedietely returned tut with negative results.

At 1745B, Compeny E (VIC 30754L) received approximately one
hundred rounds of small erms fire (VIC 308495). Fire was immed-
iately returned, but with negative results.

At 2100H, a Compeny G ambush observed three lights signelling
one another (VIC 275548). 4n artillery mission was celled with
unknown results., The lights, though, where then no longer
visible.

22 December 1967

At 0815H, a Compeny G platoon patrol (VIC 279537) received
approximately five rounds of small arms fire (VIC 2755L41). Small
~-ms fire was returned, end the aree was searched with negative

zesults.

At 0915H, Compeny E observed four VC (VIC 298482). The company
sur-ounded the enemy and after a short flrefight captured one
woman armed with & submachine gun and one male armed with an
AK-}j7. Both prisoners were turned over to the S-2.

At 0930H, a Company E patrol spotted eight VC running across

an open rice paddy (VIC 299490). The patrol opened fire with
small arms, and observed four VC to fall, then to be carried off
by the remeining four VC, A sweep of the area was conducted with
negative results., The results were (L) VC KIA (Prob)

At 1445H, a Company G platoon patrol (VIC 274535) received twenty :
rounds of small arms fire from two different positions (VIC 280532 y
and 270530). The patrol immediately returned fire and searched - '
the ares with negative results.

23 December 1967

At 1450H, Company E encountered one suspicious mele Vietnamese
(VIC 312509), The male was apprehended and turned over to the
S-2 for further interrogation,

At 2035H, one boat was observed on the river adjacent to the

attalion Position (V1C 310548)., Huey gunships were called to check
out the creft., The overflight was condu%&gi;uﬁ;gﬁnegative results,
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2L December 1967

At 0904H, a Compeny E Listening Post heard noises (VIC 314505)
and observed twenty-five VC, The enemy were irmediately taken BT
under fire, and the area was searched but with negative results.

At 2221H, Company F observed movement to the front of their lines.
One M-26 grenade was thrown with unknown results.

At 2250H, a Compeny H smbush (VIC 293534) heard drums from an
adjacent village. The drums were answered by other drums to the
west, No further activity was observed or heard.

25 December 1967

At 0800H, a Company G platoon patrol observed four VC with
weapons approximately fifty meters from its point element

(VIC 308496), No action was taken due to the Christmas Truce.
The enemy made no attempt to fire on the Marines, but rather
moved quickly out of the ares.

At 0945H, the Company G patrol received ten rounds of small arms
fire (VIC 30248l4). The patrol inmediastely returned fire and
searched the area with negative results,

At 1100H, the Company G patrol observed six VC wearing grey
" tjeat-shirts and cearrying assorted weapons. No action was taken

aresd,
At 1515H, a Vietnamese civilian found and turned in three

pressure=type land mines. The civilian was paid the standard
reward, and the mines were destroyed.

At 1830H, a Company E platoon patrol received several rounds
of small arms fire from an unknown number of VC. The patrol
immediately returned fire and searched the area resulting in
(1) VC KIA (Conf)

At 22,}5H, the Battalion perimeter (VIC 298555) received one .
incoming M-=79 round from an unknown enemy position. No action R
was taken,

26 December 1967

At 0950H, & Yompany G platoon patrol received fifteen rounds
of small arms fire. The patrol immediately returned fire and
scarched the area, but with negative results.

At 1445H, while Company H was familiarization firing its weapons

at a mekeshift range (VIC 314533), they received fifty rounds of
~mall arms fire., The Marines immediately returned fire and searched

UNCTASCIFTED DEGMISSIFIED
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ic0O0H, 1lst Battalion; 3d Marines &assumed the responsibility for
tho defense of the Al Tu Airfield., This Battalion began back-
loading its personnel aboard designated ships . in preparation
for its move to Subic Bay, Philippines,

11, Results:
VC/NVA LOSSES
17 KIA (Conf)
30 XIA (Prob)
2 PW
70 DETAINEES

USMC LOSSES

6 KIA
41 WIaA
37 WIANE
16 NBC

12. Administrative Matters.

&, Supply. Many problems were encountered when going through

e supply system for combat essential equipment. In meny ceses
weapons, radics, and other types of combat essential equipment
were nearly impossible to procure. Many mejor items and msjor
components were coded out of the system. When in-kind replace=~
ments were not available; weapons, radios, etc., had to be
reshuffled to accomodate the rifle companies, As a result,
H&%SCo was usuelly fer below TE, In meny cases individual
ecuipment was impossible to procure. Critical items were:
Entrenching tocls, Helmets, Ponchos &and Jungle First Ald
Kits,

b. Personnel and Casualties

(1) Replacements were indoctrinated, FAM fired and assigned
to companies to maintain equal strength. Replacements were trans-
ported to the field vie supply helicopter,

(2) There were no difficulties in the administration of
casualty reporting. S~1 representatives were placed at s8ll
nearby medicsl facilities to insure prompt reporting. This
proved especially beneficial for direct liasison with medical
fecilities at Dong Ha. UNCLASSIFIED
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1. Nevy Corpsman participated in connection with their
respective companies. '

2. Types of injuries:
a. Gunshot and shrapnel

b. Skin Disorders-Bacterial and Fungal, warm water
immersion

¢, Malaria, recurrent and falciparum

d. Gastric intestinal upsets, recurrent emoebiesis,
non specific bacillary dysentery

e, Psychiatric

f. Burns from exploding certridge and rocket back
blast, ~

3., Deily foot care should be stressed. Foot sores which
require up to 2 weeks to correct can be prevented.

13, Special Eouipment and Technigues.

None

1. Commanders enalysis.

The combat effectivencss of this Battalion was enhanced
considersbly during our participation in Operation OCEOLA. Not
only were we refurbished logistically and personnel-wise during the
period but the combat capabilities of the Battalion improved deily
through treining end experience.

[
We received hundreds of replacements in November and December
including meny key persounnel. These newly errived unit leaders
end troopers alike received invalueble training and experience
from the numerous small unit operations and patrols that took place
during Operation OCEOLA. :

Enemy conteact ranging from light to medium was constant through-
~5Ut the veriod. A steady improvement in the tactical employment
of our units wes evident as the weeks progressed. The tacticel
situation end the pacification progrem around the Ai Tu Alr.Bese
improved considerably in two months time. When we first arrived
at Ai Tu, contacts with the VC and mining end booby=-trap incidents
were numerous. Bandit country was considered to be out a few
hundred meters west of Highway #1.

' our perimeter around the airbase expanded we were able to
occupy more ground. We also sent out compenies deeper in search
for the enemy. These operations and long range patrols kept the
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,séﬁemjiofi4ba1ance end pushed him well away from the sirfield complex.

" emy contacts and incidents were reduced significently during the
latter stages of the operation; as our units became accustomed to
the terrain and the enemy in the area, we manuevered end employed
our suovporting arms nmore effectively.

Our military progress brought sbout an improvement in our relation-

ship with the Vietnamese civilians in the Ai Tu area. We worked |
hard in our efforts to win these people over and with the help

of Vietnamese Authorities end U. S. Advisors, our pacification

program met with huge success.

I look for the coming weeks to bring about even more significant
imprévements in the tactical and pacification situation in the

erea., The progress made by the 2d Battalion, Lth Marines is only
the beginning! '

gﬁyw&\u. _
HARLES W. KNA

By direction
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