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SEC'I'lON I 
OEGAN1ZATIONAL DNl'A, liWLUDING NI'TACHHENTS 

1. De.E..:Lt}2ation/Locf~tion. This report covers the period from 
1-31 Jl:lluary 19b~. Vur-ing this period elements 01' Battalion 
Landini lJ'earll 2/4 ps.r-ticipated in Operations OSCEOLA, BAT,LISTIC 
AHi-;Ol<, i~~OSHO 11, FOR'I'RESS ATTACK, KENTUCKY, NAPOLEOI\ and 
LANCAS'I'.i!.:R II. 

Commencing on 1 JanuarY'19bU elements of the BLT began emba.rk­
ation aboard knphibious Ready Group (ARG) shipping from Danang, 
Donr; Ha and Hue, INN. At Oll200H January 1966 the BLT was for­
nlally relieved or its defensive responsibilities of the Quang Tri 
Airfield (Opr-1.tion OSCh;OLA), being r-elieved by the 1st Battalion, 
3d Marines. On 2-3 January 1968 the bulk of the BLT heli11fted 
from Quang Tri to assigned shipping, notably the USS IWO JIMA 
(LPH.2), USS CL~VELAND (LPD-7), USS COMSTOCK (LSD-19) and the 
USS WEX!<'ORD COUNTY (LST-116t1). On 1-1--5 January 190tl the ARG witt 
embarked BLT 2/4 steamed for Subic Bay, Philippines for rehabili­
tation and training, arriving there on 6 January. From 6 January 
1968 until 14 Je.nuary 1968 the BL'l' underwent extensive rehabili ta~ 

. tion of its equipment, supply and materiel. The personnel were 
, subjected to training phases including live weapons l'ire and 

Inancluver and june1e warfare plus numerous indoctrination type 1ect­
ur-e periods all keyed to the conduct 01' amphibious operations. 

On 12 January 1968 the ARG was alerted to stand-by status due to 
tbe current situation in RVN. On the morning or 14 January 19o~ 
the AhO sB.iled for Vietnamese waters, arriving early on 16 January 
1960. 'J'}yj ~ y. () ..... i rj c'lenlovment caused cancellation of the Amphibious 
Exerclsl HILLTOP XIX Scheduled for 15~17 January. 

On 22l2lt5H Januar·y 1968, the BLT was or~ered to execute Operation 
13ALLIS'j'IC AHNOR, a he1iborne BtT/LCX, immediately. At 221530H the 
iuitial assault elements of the BLT were landed at Camp Evans, 
Thua IJhien f'-ovince in relief of the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines. 
The 13L'1' t;OOK the responsibili ty for the defense of Can,p Evans 
and the outlying outpost, Hills 51 and "746 while under OPCON 
1st Marines as part of NEOSHO lIc 

On 26 January 1968 the BLT was relieved by a U. S. Army Brigade 
of the 1st Air Cavalry Division and commenced backl08uing, having 
been aler·ted for cOMlJi tl11ent ashore again on 27 January 1968. 

At 27011.5l-i the assElu1 t elements beeJan OT' .... "Btion FORTHESS ATTACK 
by beli1ifting to the C-2 position (C~n Lo) in the 9th Marines 
Aree. of Operations. The ini tia1 uni. ts landed at C-2 at 270903H 
and the BL'I' was firmly ashore at 27l530H. The BLT units were . 
spli t to conforrrl wi th the 9th 11ar1nes mission in defending many 
vi tal areas near- and along the DMZ, in Operation KENTUCKY. 
Company H chopped to the 1st Batt.alion, 4th Marines upon landing 
and moved into prepared positions at C-2 bridge. On 31 January 
196d, tbe BLT (-) wi th thy-ee rifle c9.Rl~KtW~ and the command e,roup 
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15 d • " Nas helilifted to the vicini ty of Camp Cat'l'oll in support 
of the 4th Marines Operation LANCASTER. The Battalion developed 
defensive positions north and west of Camp Carroll along Route #9. 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
S-l 
S-2 
S-3 
S-!I 
Supnly Officer 
COlrlllJunications Officer 
Notor Transport Officer 
Bedical Officer 
Chaplain 

Company Conrraanders 

H&S Company 
1£ Compe.ny 
F Company 

Staff and Pr1nci a1 Subordi-

, LtCol W. WEISE 
Maj 11. W. KNArp 
1stLt R. L. MORRIS 
Capt R. J. MURPHY 
Maj A. P. BRILL 
C9~t L. L. FOREHAND 
lstLt 3. D. POMICHTER 
lstLt R. L. KLAUER 
2dLt D. H. NEFF 
Lt F. P. LILLIS USN 
Lt S. J. HABIBY USN 

1stLt E. S. DAWSON 
CaptJ.E. LIVINGSTON 
lstLt M. H. GAVLICK 

G Company to lOJan68 - - - Capt R. L. HARSHMAN 
f~ IlJan68 - Capt }1. S. VARGAS 

il Company 

Attac:rullen~~ 

Battery }j, 3dBn, 12th Narines 
Mortar Battery, 3uBn, 12th Marines 
De t, Hgon, 3dMarDi v 
lstPlt, CoA, 5thTkBn 
lstPlt, CoA, 5thATBn 
!I thPl t, CoB, Is tAmTracBn 
2dPlt, CoB, )dEn[rBn 
3dPlt, CoC, 3dMTBn 
lstPlt, CoC, 3dSPBn 
Loeistic Support Unit, FLC 
lstPlt, CoD, 3dReconBn 
Clee.r·ingPl t, CoD, 5thNedBn 

Capt J. L. WILLIAMS 

Capt CONlON 
Capt SULLlVAN 
lstLt DAWKINS 
lstLt KANE 
2dLt SNITH 
2dLt NOKE 
2dLt HAMILTON 
1stLt FAUST 
2dLt COGHILL 
1stLt DE.":JARLAIS 
lstLt MUT.Ktt 
Lt JOHNSON USN 
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SECTION II 

PERS0NNEL AND ADMINISTRATION 

Period 1-31 January 1968 

1. Personnel 
a. The averae,e monthly strength during the period: 

Officers: 
Enlisted: 

USMC 
6"5 
1566 

USN 
8 

85 

b. Critical 110S's and rank deficiencies have been c1os1y 
monitored and requested. 

c. 'l'he following number of personnel were transferred durir.g 
the month: 

Officers: 
Enlis ted: 

USN 
o 
o 

d. The following number of personnel were joined during 
this per'iod: 

Officers: 
Enlisted: 

USMC 
-3 

82 

USN 
o 

2 

e. The followinf'~ casual ties were taken dur·ing this period: 

KIA 
WIA 
DOW 
NIA 
WIANE 
DISEASED 
INJURED 
DOl 
O'l'HER 

2 
13 
o 
o 
2 
o 
4 
o 
o 
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SECTION TIl 
INTELLIGENCE 

• 
1. DurinL the repcrtinr; period, 1-31 January 1968, inte11ie.ence 

\j: operations were satisfactory. 

2. Enemy Casualties 

! . 

;;~~.;: 

"i:~; 
;";W! 

.', 

a. Operation OSCEOLA (OlOOOlH Jan68 - Ol1200H Jan68): None ·f 

b. Op~ration BALLIS'I'IC AHl10R/NEOSHO II (221530H Jan68 -
261200H Jan68): 6 KIA (Confirmed), 7 KIA (Probable) froID artillery 
fires; 1 Detainee by Company Go 

c. OpE}):'ation FORTHESS ATTACK/l<E~TUOKY/LANOAS'11ER II (270903H 
Jan68 - 3l2!~OOH Jan68): None 

do Total KIA since 5 May 196$: 1584 

3. Oaptured and Des troyed Equipment=- None 

Total weapons since 5 May 1965: 357 
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Sb:C1'10N IV 

lmCLASSIF1ED OT).t::JiNJ.'IONS AND IJ'HM Nll~C ---'- -----

~~ B. Durinf t.he perJod OlOOUl January - 011200H JanuEtry 1968 
tLo 131,'1' WE.S pa.rtici nati nL in Operation OSCEOLA and obsel>ving the 
lieVl Yo!',Y' 'h"uce. No sicnificant action tcok pIece dur.-inL this 
Y!EJl-lod, tho end sif,nifyinE. the BT}!.' relief by the 1st Bettnlion, 
3d Ilfa,j nes • 

b. l.t. 22121~5}J Janusry 1968 the BL'l' was aler-ted and ordered 
by CG 111 };A}' to execute OPOl'Htion BALI,ISTIC ABhOh hmnediately. 
iji thin 2 3/J~ hOUl'S from the alert, the fil's t elements of the 
1>L'1' '\-lel e ] cmdinf, at Cronp Bvans, Thua 'Ihien T)r'ovince in support 
of' tbe 1st Nnr·ines and relievinc the 1st Battalion, 9th Harines. 
Tl1e 131/}' landed with its CP Group, 3 rifle companies and its 4.2 
IIlOy'tur be t.tel'Y wi th the mission of l ssurnint, the dofense of Carr.p 
~v~mfl ond nOEJrby outros ts. This was accomplished expedi tiously. 
Routin[ -PB tY'ollinr 8nd nieht lis toning pos t/ambush sec uri ty 

'. TnoesUl'OS wel'-: employed. On 24 January the BLT rlas aler'ted for­
" Y'OembEll'kation and a possible new mission farthor North. On 26 

Jenmn·y uHckloadin£, was accomplished in six hours. 

c. At 2?0715H the BUr corlllllenced Operation F'ORTRESS A'l'TAOK 
;,)" lElndini at 0-2, Cam Lo, in support of the 9th Marjnes, Operation 
FEN'I'UCKY to bols tel-' the defenses along the Dl'-lZ. 'l'he ~LT Command 
Group, its Ll rifle companies, Hortar Battery, reconnaissance pla­
toon, 0Ilt ineer, mortar and 106 RR p18-too,ns landed at 0-2 LZ ASH. 
COlrl!'>sny 11 Has attached to the 1st BattEl.lion, 4th }larines at C-2 
Hncl t:be l.;,.,,·.if:r Datter'y WI:JS sent to A-3 under 9th Marine control. 
The S:ho:r·o Party platoon and Battery R were landed at DRCB in 
diroc t s urmort roles. The AmTrac and ~'ank Platoons were lande-~ 
tlw 'wenin£: of D-l at CUB Viet under' OPCON of the 1st ArnTracBn 
in OpeY'Btion NAr'OLIWN and the AT Platoon later joined the BLT (-) 
at Celli IJo Area. !J'he BL'l' (-) was given the mission to occupy ground 
between the defensive positions at A-3 and Con Thien (A-4) on 
Hi 11 ),2 (YD 1L~ (693) • A defense was established and normal daylight 
anu nilhttirne security and patrol activities were conducted. 
Nino) enClny contect was enc(;unter·ed. 

d. en 31l300H January 1968 the BLT (-) consistjne; of the 
COIlJlIland Gr·oup and 3 .. -,tfle companies and the 81mm }iorta:r, l06RR, 
Enf,ineer' and Heconnaissance platoons were helilifted from the 
vicinit.y of Hill 112 to Camp Cal'roll in support of 4th Marines 
in Oner6t.ion LA0CASTEH 11. 

2. .!ruininc. Activities during the month of Janua.ry 1968 were as 
follows: 

8., 1"1'01'11 2-3 January 1968 the BLIJ.' embarked ARG shipping in 
't')l'cpR:r'8tion for its corruni tmant as Special Landing Force ALFA 
('1'G 79.1~). On L~··6 January 1968 t~~~[&~.f~oute .:0 Subic 
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<J ;,y, Republic of the Philippines and conducted limi ted training, 
such as Shi pboar-d Or'ientation, lielicopter Debarkation Drills 
end the Shipboal'd Drills in accordance wi th Nev;) Regulations. 

Co' b. At Subic Bay from 6-13 January 1968, the BLT underwent 
. ~: xtensi ve trainine oriented to Helo-Surface assaul t missions. 

This was the welding tocethor of an air-land-sea team. Training 
was s Ubol'dina ted only to an extensive "rehabili ta tion" effort to 
service, r·epair rnd replace all vehicles, equipment and materiel 
in foremost condition for future combat use. A trainin£ schedule 
was pr'enared while enr-oute to Subic Bay and the following areas 
of inRLruction, demonstration Bnd application were accomplished: 

(1) Infantry units, Assault of Fortified Positions, live 
fl re, at the Zambales Training Area. 

(2) Oreanic Weapons }<'iri nf:, (Individual arms and Crew-
Ser'ved wCEJ.pons), live fir·e, Zambales and Subic Range. 

(J) Tank-Infantry Assault, Zembales Area. 

Ar'c&s. 

.Il.rees. 

ONTOS, 

Ay·ee.o 

Area. 

(Ll) Forward Obser vel' Procedur'es, Zrunbales Area. 
(5) Ar-tillery, Mor·tar and 106 RR demonstrations, Zruflbales 

(6) Compass and l~lep Readinr;, Application, Subic Training 

('() Small Unit TElctics, Subic Areas. 
(8) Nirht Defense - Nif',ht Assault, Subic Areas. 
(9) Conmsny Tactics, Subic Areas. 

(10) Booby-Traps, Subic Area. 
(11) River Crossinf Techniques, Subic Area. 
(12) CPX, BL'I' Alfa Counand Group, Subic Area. 
(13) DNZ Lec tur·es, Subio Area 
(lIt) Gun Drill (Crew Served, Artillery, }lortars, l06RR, 
'runks), Sublc and Zambales Areas. 
(1,';) LCM-8 Embarkation LandinLs and Withdrawal, Ze.mbales 

(16) IJV'I'p-5 hmbarkation La.ndings and Wi thdrawa1, Zruabales 

(17) Basic Communications, Subic Areas. 
(18) Helicopter Bmbarkation, Landing and Withdrawal, 

Zambales Area. 
(19) OJT for all attached/organic personnel. 

c. Durine the month all BLT personnel were scheduled to fire 
individual T/O weapons using the Subie RangEs; supervised by the 
"TJ'l' s- 3 and uni t leaders. 

3. School quotas for J~nuary 1968: None, due to the non-avai1ab-
'I ili ty of BL'l' personnel en[HLed in the traininfjrehabili tation 

pr'O[rrufi both aboard ARG shipping and at Subic Bay, Philippines. 
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SEC,!'lON V 
LOGISTICS 

• 
The awalfamation of BLT 2/4 aboard ship and '1ubsequently at Subic 
Bay, Repuulic of the Philippines was essentially the first time 
all units were together. 

Due to weather, the initial embarkation of the BLT was not as plan­
ned. The deviation from planned loading was primarily confined 
to materiel. This did not result in any major problems due to the 
fact that the BLT immediately departed for ar~ landed at Subic 
Bay. Hm-lever, had the BLT been diverted and been required to 
conduct a landin~ prior to the Subic Bay off-load, serious dif­
ficulties would have been encountered. 

At Subic Bay, 9th NAB and .3dFSR provided a maintenance proeram that 
was superior in all respects. Problem areas encountered, were in 
evcry case, directly attributed to the fact that the BLT was never 
nhysically formed prior to arrival at Subic Bay. NL.l'rlerOUS brief­
intS wel'e held by this headquarters and followed up wi th mf'ssat,e 
instructions, in order to insure timely receipt of instructions 
ty subordinate units. 9thMAB and 3dFSR representatives made an 
exhaustive effort to inform the BLT of possible problem areas and 
!'eCOIrilflended solutions. Though every effort was made to take action 
on each recommendation, the physical separation. redesignation 
of units and the overburdened coramunication system resulted in 
flOlrJe uni ts not beinr fully and tinJely informed. 

r:!'he me.intenance and supply effort at Subic Bay, by Provisional 
Sey-vice Battalion and 3dFSR can only be described as outstanding 
in all respects. A maximum effort was conducted at all times 
on a twent-;..four hour basis. Due to imposed training require­
ments certain items werP not turned in as timely as they should 
have been, but the initial turn-in volume provided sufficient 
rliatorial to all maintenance facili ties. 

Due to previously mentioned problem areas while still "in country", 
a complete and accurate inventory of other than Combat Essential 
ond me.jor' i terns of Equipment listing could not be provided. The 
listing was not required, however, in order to positively insure 
each item of the BLT was given a maintenance evaluation ~nspection, 
both the BLT and the l1aintenance Facility should have such a list­
in[. The tilue and effort expended to compile such a list would 
prove to be worthwhile for the entire duration of the SLF. 

Tr-aining and normal housekeeping, functions were not impared by the 
turn-in of equipment, except in one major area, office machines. 
lJl'1e total lind ted BLT assets were reduced to zero. The Flv~FPac 
Liaison Officer was able to provide from available Navy Station 
assets, a sufficient number of such it~~s to insure continuation 
of admjnistration. It is recororo~nded that an emergency pool 
be established for this purpose or a pool be provided by .3dFSR. 
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l!:vcn thouLh the rehabi' i tation/Traininf, pel-'iod was shortened by 
tbe HVN situation, there were no serious effectso The back-loads, 
compressed time frame, was conducted without undue incident. The 
only problem area was the continuous arrival of supplies that 
resulted in unnlanned loading. Regardless of this fact, the 
reaction by the Navy was positive and Rll supplies were embarked 
in a timely fashion. After the fact revisions of Landing Plans 
became necessar'Y due to the volume of supplies received after com­
pletion of planning. 

The Canm facilities at Subic Bay were adequate and in an excellent 
state of upkeep. The only drawback was the inadequacy 0f telephones. 
'l'he BL'l' was unable to provide any type of internal wire or radio 
cowmunications due to the fact that all equipment was turned in 
to the maintenance facility. 

More explicit guide lines should be furnished to the C&C platoon 
and the LSU Detachment as regards the medical supply block. As 
a result of the proposed replacement of the LSU block, the fact 
was ascertained that this block was an exact duplication of the 
supnlies embarked by the' cue platoon. Following this, the med­
ical block issued to the LSU Detachment was returned to 9thMAB. 

Discrepancies which existed in the Class V LFORM were not readily 
apparent due to an initial inaccurate inventory and mixed loading. 
The CL V BA requisitioned by this headquarters was also delayed. 
The requisition, submitted by message, was not received in suffi­
cient time to allow complete delivery. Since that time all dis­
crepancies have been corrected. This could be eliminated by an 
accurate LFORH listing being provided. The CL V BA requisitioned, 
was questioned, however, quanti ties requested were based on C.umge 
2 to MeO SOlO.1A and RVN expenditure rates. 

Upon return to RVN and in-country supply fource, no major problems 
have been encountered. Liaison and a RUC line were established at 
FLC, Danang prior to departure. To date no delays have resulted 
in l'eceivine items available in the system. 
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SEORET 

1. SienificantEven~ 
Durin£,; the month of Je.nuary J this un! t embarked aboard the USS 
IWO JIMA and USS CLEVELAND to assume the duties as SLF. This 
unit also participated in operations' BALLISTIC ARMOR and FORTRESS 
A1"1'ACK. 

2. There have been no new developments for this unit. 

3. !loblem Areas 
Supply shortaBes in oper-ating components for the PRC-25 remain the 
most cri tical problem. This shortage incl1.:des modules for second 
end third echelon repair parts. H-13B and H-189 handset" in addi­
tion to AT-271 antennas are the most critical shortages. 

Supply problems for the PRC-41 and PRC-tI7 radios r-el11ain constant 
due to tbe shortEt{':es of l-1ono-blocks 11 in countryll to keep the 
batteries in a ready status. 

4. Status of C>mmunications Equipment 
Upon ar-l'ivine at dubio Bay, communication equipment from BLT 2/4 
and attached units was turned into Sub Unit #1. Gear was checked 
and retur'ned to BL'l' 2/4. One (1) TPS-21 was retained by Sub Unit 
I/l. 

50 'l'her'e were no seouri ty violations for the month of January. 

6. JulJount of Messages ~snt and R3cei ved 
Sent: 220 
Received: ]734 

7. Personnel Status 

SHORTAGES 
25'11-9 
253' --10 
2549-1 
2J11-1 
2315-1 
2dY(-1 
2J6'7-1 
;;931-1 

OVER 
2533-5 
25h2 .. 1 
28t~1-1 

J. SW!Jmary of OperEttiona1 Training 

Technician Training 450 Brs Bench Work 
BO Brs Shop Application 

Radio Section TraIning 720 Hrs Radio Watch 
120 Brs in field 

24 Bra Field Work 
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Message 

,lj.Y·e Sec tion 

'I'ACP 
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• 
720 Hrs'Messase Center Watch 

720 HI'S S/Board Watch 
120 HI'S l"j eld Work 

720 HI'S RadOp Watch 
24 lIrs Classes 

120 HI'S in field 

9. Summary of Opel'ations Participated in, wi th problems 
encountered and lessons learned. • 

The cOTiullunications platoon participated in all Battalion, Company, 
and platoon operations during the month, and no new lessons were 
learned. NinoI' problems encountered in obtaining radio frequencies 
prior to landint in Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR. 
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• 
720 Hrs Message Center Watch 

720 Brs S/Board Watch 
120 Brs Jili e1d Work 

720 Hrs RadOp Watch 
24 lIrs Classes 

120 Brs in field 

9. Sumrnary of Oper·ations Participated in, wi th problems 
encountered and lessons learned. 

The corlJ.nlunications platoon participated in all Battalion, Company, 
Rnd platoon operations during the month, and no new lessons were 
learned. HinoI' pI'oblems encountered in obtainj.ng radio frequencies 
prior to 1andinf. in OpeI'ation BALLISTIC ARMOR. 
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1. The following number of missions were fired during the month 
of January" 1968: 

105 How B1mrn Mort 

a. Missions: 120 52 

b. Rounds 
Expended: 1250 4hO 

2. Surveillance: 

a. NVA/VC KIA Confirmed: 6 
b. NVA/VC KIA Probable: 7 

30 Remarks: Rounds expended and missions fired were conf,: derab1y 
below nOT'roa1 fOT' this period due to time embarked and trabling 
and y·ebabilitation periods at Subic Bay, R.P. 
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• 
1. Durj. tit the TIlonth of January 1968 the i'o11owint Air Support 
He.S provided Battalion Landin[," '1'erun 2/4. 

a. MedEvac Missions: Six 

b. COl11ltland and Control Missi.ons: S .. x 

c. Close Air Support Missions: 
(1) Ar-rued Huey-gunships Six 
(2) Fjxed-wing CAS None 
(3) Air Observer missions: Four 

2. UH-3L~ Sorties in support of Operation: 

a. .t3ALLlS'I'IC ARl'iOR/NEOSHO II - 30e 

b. POI<'I'RBSS N[,'l'ACK/KEl~TUCKY/LANCAS'l'ER II - 440 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

'I • 

.) 

:.J. 

0 
16 

10. 

Si[;nificant Events: N,:me 

New Developments: None 

Problem Areas: None 

Averate daily number of patients seen: 
Total number of pe tients for January 1968: 

11 
340 

Nmnber of referrals to NSA, Daneng, USS REPOSE 
end US'.) SANC~lUARY 38 

PO'lti ne Com~1El.ints 
a. Diarrhea 0 
b. DIU L~ 
c. Dorrnititis .36 
d. .B.;l!;N'I' 128 
e. Voneral Disease 52 
f. lliun(lrsion }l'oot 0 
f· Others 120 

Sirpif'icent diso8se to the are~ 
EJ.. Malaria 0 

FUO 0 

Number of Emergencies 
Burns 

'I'otal -r Evac KIA DOW 
a. 0- T 0-
b. Lacerations Lt· 0 0 0 
c. Heat Cas ua1 ties 0 0 0 0 
d. Shrf,pnel wJounds 12 7 0 0 
e. Gunshot Wounds 0 0 0 0 
f. Others 0 0 0 0 

Immunization and Prophylactics admi ni star-ad: 23 
Dental neferrals: 

Officers - included in total count 
a. Officers seen at sick cell 
b. Evacuated with shrapnel wounds 
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SECTiON X 
PROBLENS EN CO UN'I'lmED/LES SONS LEARNED 

10 Upon landing ashore on Operation BALLISTIC AmWR the BLT 
WE~S not issued radio frequencies and therefore was technically 
Hithout communication until contact with 1st Narines CP was 
mode. Temporary use of nreviously assigned frequencies was made 
dur-ine, tbe ship to shore movement. 

2. uurinE;; OpeJ'ation FOnIJ'RESS A'J'TACK the 106 'RR Platoon, the 8lmm 
Platoon and the Eneineer Platoon were desigrated to land as 
sepan te platoons, not beine> attached to the rifle companies 
HS in pr-evious Ororations. Sorialb .. ation already assigned was 
consistent with that of the rifle companies and ninor confusion 
:resul ted. By coordination prior to debarkation B.nd by calling 
the SPJile sori al away twice, the exis ting plan wor-ked, but ill u(­
trated the need for a separate serialization for each and every 
elenent. In the same light, tl!e defini te need for a BLT rep ... 
l'csontBtive thoroughly acquainted with the landing plans is required 
to coordinate df'harkation, on the hangar deck with the Oombat 
Cargo Officer cr assis"ant. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Battalion Landing Team 2/4 

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

rltAOOUA'ffll(,) 

••• ""AIION 41h MARINU ,1.,., 

_---f2Q%!ej9 - 6 ~ 

'eTG 79.4 
liMF 

OOrrt-6<{ 

3/JEN/rab 
Ser: 003A03368 
2 Feb 1968 

From: 
' .. ~. ---'- 01 1.'1 CGIII;' 

Commanding Officer ,-
To: 
Via: 

COl'lllrlanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FHF 
(1) C ormn andel' Task Group 7904 ' , 
(2) COl1'llnanding Officer, 1st Marines 

Subj: Combat Operations After Act'ion Report 

Hei': (8) III HAl" msg DTG 220400gJA'68 
(b) 'I'F 79.L~ msg DTG 220620g JAN~8 

1. Code Name. 3ALLISTIC ARMOR/NEOSHO II (U) 

Date of Operation. 221315H - 261200H January 1968 

Location~ CruiJp Evans, Tha.u Thien Province, RVN 

, '-~. Task~anizationo 

Battalion Landln{ Team \2/4, (-) 

ll&SCo . 
Dot HqBn, 3dMarDiv 
DctHqCo, 4th Marines, 

CORQany E (Reinl 

C Ol.!Jl any F {Hein} (BLT Floatinr 

Com~any G {Hein} 

Cmllpan;z H (Reinl 

portal' Battery, 3dBn, 12th Nar 

Battery H t 12th l1a.rines 

!fth Platoon, CoB, 1stAmTracBn 

lstPlatoon, CoA, 5th Tank Bn 

1st Platoon, CoA, 5th AT Bn 

G-R(;UP - 4 
Downcraded at 3 year intervals 
Declassified after 12 years 

Reserve) 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

LtCol WEISE 

1stLt DAWSON 

Capt -LIVINGSTON 

1stLt GAVLICK 

Capt VAHGAS 

Oapt WILLIANS 

Capt SULLIVAN 

Capt CONLIN 

2dLt NOKE 

lstLt KAnE 

2 dLt SlVl ITH 

I- .~. 
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1st Olearing Platoon, OoD. 5th MedBn 

Logistic Sun~o~t Unit, FLC 

lstPlt, CoD, 3d Recon Bn 

2dPlt, CoB, 3dEngrBn 

lstPlt, CcC, 3dSPBn 

JdfltJ CoC, 3dHTBn 

5. Sunportins Forces. 

Lt JOHNSON, USN 

lstLt DES JARLAIS 

2dLt MUTEH 

2dLt HAlJiILTON 

lstLt COOHILL 

lstLt FAUST 

a. Hortar Bat.tery O~.2), 3dBn, 12th Marines was in direct 
supnort, landinf, with the BLT. A totalof225 HE and 89 WP were 
firnd for specific missions. H&rrassing and Interdiction fires 
accounted for an add:i.tional 423.r.ounds. 

b. Battery 1/11, provided t,eneral support to BVI' operations 
"tn anti around the Camp Evens area. of operations. 

c. 3dMTBn, 3dNarDi v provided OIJ.'TER support for movement in 
the low flooded ar-ees around Camp Evans • 

. ,b. Intollieence. Prior to the oper-ation little was known about 
:.: .:;he enemy operatin[, in the area. Enemy capability was unknown 

at the time o Liaison was made in:mediately after landine. with 
the Fil'st Harino Ho[imellt. The Battalion was assitned a. tactical 
VI-ea of operations wi thin the First l1arine TO.ctical Ar-ea of Op­
erations < '1'here 8.r-c two enemy sanctuaries wi thin the 1st Har-ine 
Tactical Arc8 of Operation. They a.r·e known 88 Base Area 101 and 
l11j. 'l'hese areas have been under enemy control for years and 
they utilize those Elr'eElS for traininp"logistice1 support, and 
as B bese of opcretions. The 9th NVA Regiment is located South 
of QlwnL 'l'ri City, end is operating in Base Area 101. The est­
hlRted strellLtIJ of the C)th NVA Ree,iment is 2500. Base Area 114 
is locatod in tho southern boundary of the First Marine Regiment 
North NortrJ1rest of Hue. The 6th NVA Regiment is known to be op­
oratine in BflSO Aroa )14. The estimated strength of the 6th NVA 
Re[iment is 1400. 

'1inos Bnd booby traps were suspected in and around the vicinity 
of Hill 51. 

The terrain encountered was rolling hills and foothills with 
lloavy under-brush 2-3 feet high and in some places as high as 
ll-5 foot. VeLotation was exceptionally high in the foothills. 
Cnuntles1:l foot trails intersected the tactical area of operation. 
l1ovemont Has slow and exhausting when not using trails. Water 

. as unobtainable in the TAOR, howover the water point at Phong i 
.> ':'.' 

Dien provided e.n muple supply of water. ~re~~ID$$~~~~[ID I ,t.l~jt 
2 ~6t~S~. l!IJ,\\j I'" f ","" ... ________ J 
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• 
, ,. l1ission o COllunencing on or about 22l505H Jan68 C'I'G 79.4 
'Jonducts a Heliborne amphibious l~nding of BLT 2/4 (-) at 

Camp Evans (L2 LEI·JON) to effect relief of 1/9 and assume 
resnonsibility of that area. 

Concept of Operations. 

a. COM/lencing at L Hour on D Day 3 riflp. companies (Rein) I 
Btry W/3/12, and Alfa Command Group will be helilifted into LZ 
LENON (YD 534lj..15) prepared to effect relief of 1/9 and aSflwue 
responsibility of that areao Artillery and Communication 
elements prepare for landing on order. BLT 2/4 reports closing 
of last elements of Rifle Companies at LZ LEMON. 

b. BLT 2/4, Beginning on or about 221530 Jan68 three companies 
(Rein), Btry W/3/12, and Alfa Command Group are helilifted into 
LZ LEMON . t Car/lp Evans. Btry B/3/l2 prepared to be halilifted 
into LZ LE.NON on order. 

c. Hl'il~ 361 provide Helo support for movement of BLT 2/4 
and required SLF Alfa COI®lunication equipment/Personnel. 

9. Bxecution. 

<'2 Januar'Y 1968 

. 4t l330H, the BL'l' received Frag Order #1. Designated units were 
\Jalerted, and preparations were initiated for the BLT (_)IS heli­

lift into the Can;p Evans Area of Operations. 

At 1400B, the Command Group Alfa Advance Ready Group departed the 
USS IWO JIJviA for' Camp Evans. 

At 1440!I, the Alfa Command Group arrived at Camp Evans. The BLT 
Commander WEtS briefed by the 1st Marines Regimental Cornmander 
concerning the Cmnp's Area of Operations and responsibilities 
of the BLT (-) while in the Camp Evans AO. Further coordination 
was effected in preparation for the arrival of the BLT (-). The 
BLT Commander requested from CTG 79.4 that the 110rtar Battery, 
3d Bn, 12th Narines, because of tactical cornmittments, be heli ... 
lifted to Camp Evans as soon as possible. Because 1st Battalion, 
9th Narines was effecting a helicopter withdrawal from Camp Evans, 
the proposed landing zone LEMON (YD 534315) could not be utilized. 
rhorofore, a makeshift landing zone was established (YD 541319). 

At 1505H, the lead elements of Company H (Rein) commenced its 
r'elilift to the Camp Evans area and continued until the last 
elements of ConJpany H arrived at Crunp Evans at approximately 
2000B. 

'j ".t 20lmI, the load elements of Company G arrived at the designated 
'·:.~ ... anding zone (YD 54.1319) at Ca.mp Evans. Due to da.rkness and the 

lack of adequate lithtinf, at ~~~~~etii\landing zone, all 
heliconteY' t'Y'Pf'f'; n 1"rl'l~ n;veY't1!lJISM~~Ulf~JP~onp. T.Rl'M)}1 (vn ~~)'~lS). 
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• 
Hl elelnents of 1/9 had completed their helicopter withdrawal 0 

- JH-53 helicopters were utilized at this time so as to be able 
to increase the flow of troops and attachments into the Camp 
Evans area • 

. \': At 2215H, tlle lead elements of }lortB.r Battery, 3/12 arrived at 
. L2 LEMON and were transported to their billeting area. Elements 
of Company G and severel sections of R&S Company continued to 
arrive at L2 LENON until epproximately 23.30H. At this time, all 
helilifts wer'e secured until the following morning at 0745, 

At 2L~OOH, Company H, Company G, elements of hortar Battery, 3/12, 
the Alfa Command Group, and elements of H&S Company wer'e in the 
Croup Evans comnound. The BLT (-) would not take responsi bili ty 
for the defense of the Camp at this time. It would remain in 
a strictl:T adlninistrative status until the following morning 
when it would then assume tactical responsibility for the Camp 
Evans defensive position and the adjacent AO. 

23 January 1968 

At o025H, the BLT (-) received r~ag Order #2 for period 222300H 
to 23l600H. The BLT (-) was ordered to coordinate with the 1st 
Nnrine Ref',irnent in consolidatine the BLT's present position and 
to be prepared to receive Company E at 230745Ho 

At 0725H, after a more thorough assessment of the tactical sit­
uation, the BLT Commander requested of the Special Landine Force 

.'" Commander tbat Company E, the B1mm Norte.r Platoon (-), the 106 
Ilml Recoiless Rifle Platoon (-), and Mortar Mattery, 3/12 (-) 
be helilif'ted, in that order, unon reswnption of flight operations. 

At OSOOR, Company a assumed responsj.bili ty for the security for 
the C8111P Evans water point and for the road mine f'weep rr,ovine 
north and south on HiLhHay#l from the Camp Evans area. One squad 
(~ein) as security for the Sea Bee detail working out of P.K. 17 
'YD 648278)was also furnished by Company G. Company G was then 
gi ven tlJe mission of furnishing one Platoon (Rein) as a reaction 
force for truck convoys passing daily through the Camp Evans AO. 

At 083611, the lead elements of Company E arrived at landing zone 
LEMON (YD 534315). 

'~ At 0952H" Company H assumed tactical responsibili ty for Hill 51 
\. (YO 5492cn) and Hill 674 (YO 515219) and their adjacent AO. One 

platoon (Rein) with attachments was helilifted to Hill 51. All 
units were in position by 1200H. 

At 1100B, the helilift of all units of the BLT (-) from the USS 
IWO JIMA and USS CLEVBLAND was completed, and the BLT (-) was 
chopped OPCON to the First Marine Regiment effective 231135H, 
thus concluding Operation Ballistic Armor. 
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At l300H, Company E assumed the responsibility for a one platoon 
(rein) re&ctionforce for the Camp Evans defensive perimeter- and 
the Phong Dien District Headquarters. The BLT (-) Operations 

i qtaff and the Company C..)rmnander affected coordination with the 
ir-s t Battalion, llievonth harines, the tenant units responsible 

for base defense ccordination. Ontos from the Third Antitank 
Battalion, and Otters from the Third Motor Transport Battalion 
were made available to the reaction force with the mission of 
reinforcing the force, as well as furnish a means of transport­
ation. A tactical plan for the deplo~neR of the reaction forc6 
was este.blished, and all participating uni ts were summarily 
briefed. 

At l435H, the waterpoint security detail apprehended one Viet­
namese woman selling marijuana. Arrangements were made with 
the RefJmental 8-2 to recei va the detainee upon the return of the 
security detail at l700B. 

At lSOOH, one platoon from Company G was assigned the mission 
of movinE to Hill 61 (YD 516311) and there to establish a platoon 
'.efensi ve posi tion from which it could successfully screen ell 

nlovement in the adjacent areas. On the following morning the 
l'emaindcr of Company G would join this platoon and carr-y out the 
mission of conductinc search and destroy operations within its 
, ssigned ten [.l'id square area of 9per·ations. 

:'J.t l71411, a Company H platoon patrol (YD 545265) received six to 
eight rounds of small arms fire from vicinity (YD 545264). The 
patrol immediately returned fire with M-60 machineguns, M-16 rifles, 
and M-79 Lr-enade launcher·s. The suspected enemy posi tion was 
then assaulted and the adjacent area thoroughly searched. No 
contact with enemy elements was encountered. 

At l330H, the BLT Commander, upon notification from the First 
l'lari neA Res:!:ilnental COllllllander the. t a Brigade from the Firat 
Air Cavalry Division would relieve the BLT (-) on 25 January, 
i:-1sued a warnin[', order for withdrawal to all BLT (-) units. 
The teLltative ~equence for the BLT (-) withdrawal would be 
as fOllows: 

1) W Batter~, 3/12 
2) 106 Recoilless Rifle Platoon 
3) 81rorn Mortar Platoon 
h) Eleroents of the Alfa Command Group 
5) Company H 
6) Company G 
7} Company E 
8) HST and the remainder of the Alfa Command Group 

At l83:H, the ComparfJ G platoon patrol 
::,"",osi tion (YD 516311 J • set in i tS®~©f~$~o~l~m ve 
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• . ,--At 1854H!, the Company G platoon on Hill 61 (YD 516311) observed 
:' ~our VC nlOving across an open ri ce field (YD 513327).. An 
~ Artillery mission was called on the enemy position with excellent 

coveracee Results: 4 VC KIA (Prob)6 

,,: At 1830H j Company H (,.,) (Bill 51 ~, YD 549281) assigned one platoon 
x~' tho mission of screening all activi ty along route 554. This would 
~. be accomplished by the platoon establishing a platoon ambush posi­

tion (YD 561246) 6 The platoon would maintain this ambush position 
for a period of thirty hours o 

At 2200B, the BLT COlllluander recornmended to CTG 79 .. L~ that the 
BLT (-) could speed up its withdrawB,}, as well as reduce it~ 
requirement for Hef.vy Helicopter lift augmentation if the 402 
Mortar- B8tter'y ~ the 106 Recoilless Rifle Platoon$ and Company 
h were sur-face tra.nsported by LOM.~8 from the Hue Ramp to the 
USS CLl!.:VELAND. 

At 2205H, the BLT Commender requested of CTG 7904 that the 106 
Hecoilless Eifle Platoon be billeted. aboard the USS IWO JIMA 
upon cornpletion 01 the present operationo 

~.bL~anu~~196§ 

At OL~OOH)l the Comr l3.ny G platoon (YD 516311) on Hill 61 observed 
ten VO (YD 513315!l 511315) 0 811m'll Mortar Illumination was called 

d m the al'ea~ confirming the enemy sightingo An 81mm Mortar fire 
fo1ission was then celled on the enemy posi tion wi th excelJ ent cov­
£lraeeo The area was sea.rched at first light, but no sign of 
enem;y casual ti es could be l'ound o 

.: 
\,. 

At o840H, CTa '1904 advised the BLT Commander that tbe transfer 
of the '.06hH Platoon from the USS CLEVELAND to the USS IWO JIMA 
was not feasibleo 

At 09l5B, CTG 7964 approved the BLT Commander's withdrawal plan 
for the 4.2 l'lortar Battery, 106 Recoilless plfltoon., and Company 
Eo Four LCMa,B' s would be made available for backload from 
the .tme Hrunp when directed. The overland transportation from 
Camp Evans to the Hue !troilP would be furnished by the First 
Narine Het~ment. 

At 1350H, Company G medevaced two (2) l1arines; one because of 
an infected toe~ and the other for a possible fractured left 
leg. Result: (2) USl1C NBC l1EDEVACS 

At 1400H, the l;3LT Commander informed CTG 79 .. !~ that when the First 
Air Cavalry Division assUlufld responsibili ty for Camp hvans, the 
ilL'll (~.) would be relieved of its tactical corum1 tments 0 The arr1 val 
of the 1st ACD at CrullP Evans was expected on 25 January. The 
4/2 Mortar Battel'Y, 106 RR platoon, and Company E would be pre­
pared to move to the Hue Ranlp at 0900 on 25 January. The BLT 
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-Gorllmender recommended that the remainder of the BLT (~) be 
.elilifted as follows: 

1) ~[,he 8lrrrrn mortar platoon (-) at 0800 from Camp Evans 
to the LPH. 

2) Company G from Croup Evans to the LPH. 
3) Trn.X'd Platoon t Company H (rein)~ one Blmm l>lor'tar, 

and 4500 Ibs assorted amrrlUni tion and supplies from hill 674 
(YD 516219) to the LPH. 

4) Remainder of Company H (YD 549281), two 81mnl Mortars, 
and 4·000 pounds of ammuni ti on to the LPHo 

5) Alfa Command Oroup and elements of H&S Company from 
Croup Evans to the LPH 0 

At l708H, Company 0 observed two VC running into a tree line 
{YD 493294)0 No action was taken due to lack of observation of 
the enemy. 

At 2205H, Company H WE;.S notified by the Operations Officer that 
the road between CWllP Evans and Hill 5: (YD 549281) would be 
swept lly ene.ineer's with securi ty furnished by two squads from 
COlrlpany l!;. Once the load sweep was completed, vehicle!! would 

<~l e dispatched to Ilill 51 to )"emove excess Clliss I and V supplies. 
'<~ornpan~ H would then HSSUTile responsibili ty for the secUr! ty of 

tho road until 26 January, when trucks would retur·n to Hill 51 
frow Croup 3vans to trc;nsport Company H to LZ LEI':ON from which it 

!., )uld be helilifted bEwk to the USS IWO JIJ;lA • 

. t 22451], the platoon from Company P, rln Hill 674 (YD 515219) was 
notified by the Operations Officer that i t was to be prepared to 
evacuate all supplies end persounel OH Hill 674 with the except­
ion of two riflo squads, one machine gun section~ one 60mm and 
one Olllllll 1':orlar section, two days rations$ and a basic allowance 
pI us tHO addi ti onal days of ruarnuni tion for the remaining weapons. 
'1'he platoon was also instructed to salvage any gear that might 
be in sIJort supply wi thin the BLTo 

At 225011, eTO 7901~ motified the BLT Corllluander that it looked as 
if the F'irst Air' C8va1ry Division would not be in posi tion and 
prepared to relieve the BLT (=,) by 25 Januaryo It appeared that 
tJJe }-\L'1' (-) would not be relieved unti 1 26 January. The SLF 
recommended that the BLT Comlllander consider withdrawing the 402 
Hortar Battel'y by Helicopter near the end of the re-embarkation 
troop lifto 

~5 January 196~ 

At 0732h, the OpeNl.tions Officer requested from the BLT 
Executive Officer. aboard the USS lWO JIMA that the S~l Officer, 
the K;:S Cowoany Gunnery Sergeant, and the S~3 NBG Specialist 
~le helilifted to Carr!p Evans 0 ®~©~Ii\~~~~OmID 
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,'.t 092011, the BUl' (-) notified the BLT Rear that the BLT (-) 
~streneth was 33 Officers and 761 Enlisted men. 

At 10Li5B, two sections of the 106 Recoilless Riflp Platoon 
conducted a firinr exercise in vicinity YD 523308. 

At l050H~ Ccmpany B was notified that due to changing tactical 
plans, it would be responsi bl e for the .secur! ty of the road be­
tween Bill .51 and Cerllp F...'vans until further noticeG 

At 11.58E, Company G (YD .502324) received small arms fire from 
one boat in the Song 0 Lau River (YO .503329)0 Four more boats 
were then spotted attempting to cross the river.. An artillery 
mission was called on the enemy craft with excellent coverage. 
Three boats were sunk by the artillery fire.. Results: (6) 
VC KIA (Conf) (3) VC KIA (Prob). 

At ] .5373., the platoon commander from the second platoon of 
COlHpan"" G, while on a platoon patrol, triggered a 60mm Mortar 
Booby- Trap (YD 5011.328) 0 The platoon commander waS seriously 
wounded. There were also two other enlisted personnel wounded, 

,:,but not seriously .. Result: (3) USMC WIA NEDEVACS. The Executive 
j Officer of Company G assumed command of the second platoon. 

At 2000B$ an aerial observer spotted ten to fifteen floating, hay­
stacks in the Sonr 0 Lau River (YD 504330), moving in a westerly 

~jirection. An artillery mission WaS called on the suspected 
I, enemy lilovemen t wi th f,ood coverage.. A check of the area the 

followin[ mornin€:; produced neLati ve results .. 

At 202011~ The First l1arine Ree,iment was notified that thr uni t 
on Hill 6'74. was scheduled to wi thdraw on 28 January at C800H. 
The .3LT (.) requested disposition instructions on the Badio 
Relay Pel sonnel/Equiplnent located on Hill 6740 

At 2025H, the Operations Section received an intelligence 
report from the First Marine Regiment 8-2 that there was a 
larLe enemy force (YD 500335) detected across the river from 
the Company G night defensive position. Company G was inunediately 
notified of this report. 

At 2100B, the BLT Commander requested of CTG 7904 that the Ontos 
Platoon be off-loaded at the Hue Ramp 8S soon as possible so 

. that they could lllove overland to Donr, Ha where they could be 
i) star ed in preparation for future operations 0 

At 2105H, the BLT Commander notified the BLT Executive Officer 
that he desired relif,ious services be SCheduled aboard the IWO 
JIMA on 27 January as follows: 

1. ROJnan Catholic 1800 (Hangar Deck) 
2. Protestant 1900 (Hangar Deck) ~i1fI$Slr:rmn 

®~©l\l\$~ntrut;tIlJ '-
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• ~t 2235H. a Company G (YD 506324) Listening Post detected the 
\. .ovement of a laru:: enemy force (YD 505317; 508319) attempting 

to cross the Sone 0 Lau Hive!'. An artillery mission was called on 
the enemy pos i ti on wi th oXCAll ent COVArar:e 0 Several persona were 
observed fleein('. the area. 

At 1000H j the 1,02 Hor-tal' Battery and thel06 Recoilless Rifle 
Platoon, as pr-eviously planned~ ini tiated their move to the Hue 
Ramp frolh which they would be transported by LCM~,8 to the USS 
CLEVBLAlW, 

At 1015H, both Company G and 11 were instructed to begin their 
movement tovlerd Cmlln Evans by l5Qo in preparation for the BLT 
(-) withdrawal on the morning of 27 January. 

At I500Bj the BT.'l' COlumander received a verbal order from 
CTG 79.J, that theEL'l' (~) would backload on the 27th (If January. 
On 23 January" the 3L'1' would conduct an amphibious landing in 
ei ther- the Cam Lo" C~2 or Dong Ha Area o The BT,T would execute 
<:l, Heinforcinr/B10ckinc Jltlission in the Leatherneck Square Area. 

100 ~u~~~o 

a o Friendly Losses were~KIA~ 
WIA: 

o USMC 
3 USMC 
2 USMC 

b. ~nemy losses were: 

NBC: 

KIA: 6 Confirmed 
KIA~ 7 Probable 
PW: 0 
Detainees: 1 

Co '1'11e area recei vi ne the massed artillery fires was not 
searched on 26 January 1968 (the following morning) due to 
vIi thdrawal }t'rae Order #1 alerting all BLT elements to prepare 
for backlcadinf ASAPo . 

11. AWdinistl'ative Jvlatters o This landing served to test SLF 
planninL-wi tbiD'-U;e-BUl' 0 -Very short notice received, the BLT 
responded in o-ptiInum time wi th only minor problems 0 

a. §,!;ppl~~ The supply source wes ARG shipping (TG 79.4) 
and ernbapked UB34D aircraft of H¥il'1 361 were the deli very lIleans. 
HS~ elements of the Shore Party Platoon established and maintained 
LZ LEHON both for the landi ne and the wi thdrawal 0 A BA+I of 
ru(~unition was initially broueht in, however a stockpile already 
existed at Camp Evans, 'lhe BA was back10aded on D+3, 25 January 
1968. 

------=-=:-:::-~~-----------) 
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, DBCHE'l' • 
i"\ bo Bes~.r~!Yo Hesupply operations were mini:rnal due to the 

.:lhort duration of tlle operation o 

do The BUl' BAS lWS es tablished ashore on D~'Dayo Treatment 
~)f c8.sual ties and evacuation meclical support was provided by 
corpsmen assigned the rifle companieso Casualties were treated 
in the fi eld and evacuated to the LPHn·2 for disposi tion o 

t, The neture of the cas ualti es were ~ 

1) 3 WIA medevac due to booby-trap explosion 
2) 1 NBC 1~fected foot 

, 3) 1 NBC free tured left leg .. 
eo Communications 0 The BLT landed without radio frequencies, 

l'~wever~~theseworeobtained from the 1st Marines upon landing 
ashore 0 AN/PHC-,LI·7 communi cation gear was not utiliz.ed which co uld 
have provided continuous ship to shore linkage throughout the 
oreY'a tion 0 Al terna te means were useel however, time would have 
been saved had or'["anic equipment been used o This was an import-

\ .ut lesson learned o 

11 0 §~cial B9.~iI?!')~!}t_!!'Qd Te~hniqllitfl£' 

a o Otters (3dMTBn) were employed for patrolling and travel 
~.n low lyin['. areas predominately covered with water adjacent 

'I ... 0 the 1"i vel'S in the AO f) 

120 Qoml!!~!2QQ!:.~lL.Ana!~~i~~ fJ.'he l3J..Tijg abDity to respond on ex­
tromely shoy't notice was well tested and minor problem areas 
were exposed and corl'ectedo In this r'eroard BALLISTIC ARHOR/ 
NEOSHO II must be considered a success o Revisions to LANDING 
PLANS and lo[istic support procedures were the main areas .,l'l'ectedo 
Overall I-eadiness of BLT elements was excellento 

]3e Recommendations 0 Establish emergency radio froquency block 
for u'S'e"'oft'he I3LT-for each area being considered as possible 
landinL areas. 

. DlSTlUBUTION: SPECIAL 

a£J./~It~ 
CR ARLES W () KN APP/ I 
By direction 
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• • CT(, 79.4 
@~©~Dj~~~~~~1ID HEADQUARTERS 

Battalion Landing Team 2/4 
9th HarinG Amphibious Brigade 

FPC> SanFr~mcis co 96602 

fir' .. ,,'," _; , ~:. '..15 

---~~.-~~.- ........ ---

FMF 

3.1JLK/rab 
3100 
SerNa: 003A08368 
23 March 1965 
Co~y~oj'wPCopics 

From: Commanding Officor 
Distribution List 

~(l6/l'~~6r~_.~_.~. -
r.,,,v . .J,.?t _ _ ,.. . .... Ct-.lJ... ,:,.",~. To: 

Subj: Corabc.t After Action Report 

Ref: 

1" 

2 • 

3. 

40 

(a) III MAP msg m'G 241540Z Jan68 
(b) TF 7904 msg UW 261350z Jan6S 
(e) 3dMtrDivo 3100~1D 
(d) Map Viotn~, J~1S L7014, 1:50,000~ S}lliETS 6442 IV 

and 6342 I 

yode Name. FORTRESS ATTACK 

Dates of Oporation o 270903H - 271500H January 1968 

Location. Quang Tri Province, RVN 

Command Hoadquo.rterso 
fZ .. , .. .......--.._ ... 

Battalion Landing To&m 2/4 LtCol WEISE 

H&S Company 

E Company 

F Company 

G Company 

H Company 

IstLt DAWSON 

. Capt LIVINGSTON 

1stLt GAVLICK 

Capt VARGAS 

Capt liHLLIl.MS 

Mortc.r Battery, 3 dBn , 12th Hsrinos Capt SULLIVPJif 

Battory H, 12th ~Iarinos Capt CONLON 

4th Platoon, CoB, lstAmTracBn 2dLt NOKE 

GROUP - 4 
DOlvugraded at 3 year intervals 
Doclassified after 12 Y08rs 1 
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latP1t, CoA, 5th Tank Bn 

lstP1t, CoA, 5th AT Bn 

1st Clearing PIt, CoD, 5thMedBn 

Loeistic Support Unit, FLC 

lstPlt, CoD, 3dRoconBn 

2dPlt, CoB, 3dEngrBn 

1stt-1t, CoC, 3dSPBn 

3dP1t, CoO, 3dMTBn 

5. Task Orga~ization, 

Bvttalion Landing Team 2/4 (-) 

H&SCo (-) 
Dot CoO, 3dSPBn HST 
Det CoB, 3dEngrBn 
Dot CoD, 3dRoconBn 
Det LSU 'FLo 
Det Is t 'C1oru-ing Platoon, 

Oompany E 
FAC TM 
FO Tl1 H B try 3/12 
NGF TM 
S .. 2 scout TIn 

Company F 
FAC TM 
FO TM H Btry 3/12 
NGF TM 
S .. 2 Scout TID 

Company G 
FAC TM 
FO TM E Btry 3/12 
NGF TH 
S-2 Scout Ti:r1 

Company H 
Fl.C TH 
FO TM H Btry 3/12 
NGF TM 
S-2 scout TIn 

2 

• 
lstLt KANE 

2dLt SMITH 

Lt JOHNSON, USN 

lstLt DES JARLAIS 

lstLt MUTER 

2dLt HAMILTON 

1s tLt COOHILL 

ls tLt FP.UST 

LtCol WEISE 

lstLt DAWSON 

CoD, 5thModBn 

Capt LIVIUGSTON 

lstLt GAVLICK 

Capt VI.RGAS 

Capt WILLIAMS 

W)~@\\j~~~W~~ID 
~ct1SS1~ 

3D Birr 
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6 0 §.Qt!.~or..!-.t~u.g_..Ef>.r.Q£!,. 

a. Mn~inc Modium Holicontor Squadron 363 in diroct support. 

7 0 1.t},kll!M..B.2~ 

(Soe Intelligence Estimate for Task Group 19.4 Oporction 
FORTRESS ATTAOK dtd 26 Janunry 1968) 

27 Janu~ry 1968 BLT 2/4 conduoted a scarch and destroy 
amphibious operation ngainst NVA forcos in the am~hibious 
objective area Vicinity C-2 position (YD 135645) in Quang 
Tri Province and other operations as ordered~ 

t, 9. QQl2£.2l2..'LQt.~!1li~. 

r 

Commencing fit L .. Hour on D .... Day three rlfle·companios (Rein) and 
Alfa Command Group were holilifted into LZ ASH. Btry W/3/12 
was holi11fted into li··3 (VIC YD 172723). Btry H/3/12 was 
holilifted into Dong Ha (VIC YD 228598). Ono company designated 
as SLF reserve. Proparo for initial employment in C-2 
arcCl. (VIC YD 13.5645). ~Ilmk, Anti-ta.nie, nnd LVT 'Olnt.oons were 
surfnco landed on order. 

10. ~~.!dllin .. !' .. 

?.1~~f1E..~.;L1968 

At 0903H, the BLT (-) Ccrnmonced Onero.tion IilORTRESS ATTACK by 
lo.ndine: at C-2, Cmu Lo in support of tho 9th Marinos' 
Oporction lillHTUCKY, to bolster the defensos south of' the DNZ. 
Tho 3LT Cc~~cnd Group, its four rifle compcnies, 402 Morter 
Bo.ttery, Roconnnis~nnco, Engineers, 81 Mortars, and l06RR 
Platoons lnnded nt position C-2 in L?, ASH. 

Company H, initinlly BLT roserve, was chopped to the 1st Bntt&lion, 
!~th Harinos upon londing at 0-2 bridge, tIl d the 4 .. 2 Mortar 
Bnttery was ostablished at A-3 undor 9th Marinos control. 
The Shore Party Platoon and Battery H wero landod at 
DHCB in diroct support rolos. The AmTrnc and Tank Platoons 
Horo Iondod in tho ovoning of D .. l at Cuo. Viet under OPOON 
of tho lstArnTro.c Battalion in Oy)or&tion nAPOLEON, and the Anti­
TCl.nk Plo.toon 1& tor joined the BLT ( ... ) at tho Com Lo AroE1 f1 

Oporation FORTHESS ATTACK wc.fi\ concluded (,t 1500H when O~CON 
of BLT 2/4 (-) "TnS chopped to the 9th Mnrines. 

110 Bos~lts" 

none 
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• 12. Administrative' Hatters. .> .~ .' 

, .. 
None _j~~~ 

13. Medical. 

None 

14. CorWlunl~,!ltions _, 

None 

Commo.ndC'rs Anobrsis. 
t " • 

BLT 2/4 successfully conductC'd on amphibious withdrawal, ulanncd 
and C'xrcut,d an amphibious attock in only 13 hours. Th(\ fnct 
that this wos nccomplishC'o without rna JOI' difficulty 1s tnstim.ony 
to tho prof('f\s i'>nnlism and oocUcnted C'fforts of tht BLT stnff 
and its unit 1(a0o!'s at all lC'v~ls. Thr assistancc and dir­
ection givon by thr SLF. and A~G were also instrumr'ntal in 
nccomr:>lishing these complicated O"9o'ations in an (xtrrmoly 
compr(' ssrd timf) frome_ 

DISTRIBUTION: 
cro 79.4 
BLT 2/4 File 

" "' 
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1i)~om: CO'lllna:.1Clil1G Offiocl.'; 1 EJ;; Ha:t'iuE> Re{;'iment 
~Po: Connnal1dj.ng GenoJ:'cl,l, Third l-iarine Divisio;J. (Rein),' F7-W 

Subj I Combat OporatiO)1n lStlJl:' A~yb.oll Report 
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( <' 2.' .,,'. a HEADQUARTERS " 
',' . ~@nreD attalion Landing Team 2/4 . 
. @~©~ro~@UU'fI Marine Amphibious Brigade FMF 

. • It .. PO San Franoiso096602 

I l 
~. 

J.'" _ ~&( fllE~ , ID tlf.A()Ql.I ... R1ERS 

. I1IClJ,SSl1'l ,d lAllAtiON ~Ih MARINES (hl_) 
Copy' of ___ Copies 
i3LT m .' 

From: C di Off " ropy --1... __ c-f ~ C""I •• omman ng 10er 

3/JLK/rab 
, 10 January 1968 
. SerNo: 00)AOl068 

To: 
Via: 

Commanding General, 3d Marine Divis~on (Rein) FMF 
Commanding Offioer, 1st Marine Regiment 

8ubj: Combat Operations After Aotion Report 

Ref: (a) lstMarines Frag Order 086-67 
(b) Map! VIETNAH (1:50,000), SHEET 6442 III Series L7014 

1. Code Name. Operation OCEOLA 

2. Date of Operation. 311200 Oot61 - 020600 Jan68 

3. Looation. Quang Tri Provinoe, (Ai Tu) Quang TFi Airfield Complex. 

Command Headquarters 

2d Battalion, 
11&8Co 

4th Marines 

Co E 
Co F 
Co G 
Co H 

Task Organization 

2d Battalion, 4th Marines 

H&SCo (-) 

-4 

Co E, 2/4 
FAC Tjlii 
FO TM, II HII Btry, 3/12 
S-2 Scout and Sniper Team 

Co Fa 2/4 
FAC TM 
FO TM, "HII Btry, 3/12 

CO G, 2~4 
FACltJ. 
}<'O TM, 11 Etl Btry 3/12 ' 
S-2 Soout a.nd Sniper Team 

.. : 
LtC01 WEISE 
Is tLt DAWSON 
Capt LIVINGSTON 
IstLt GAVLICK 
Capt HARSHMAN 

To 22Nov--1stLt HEBERT 
From 22Nov--Capt WILLIAMS 

LtCol WEISE 

IstLt DAWSON 

Capt LIVINGSTON 

lstLt GAVLIOK 

l 
I 

·1 
1 

1 
1 
1 , 

I' 

1JOwngr~ .. ded at 3 year intervals 
Declassified after 12 years 1 'Ed :!i& .. i!: • 
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F'AC TN 
FO TM, "n" Btry 3/12 
S-2 Scout and Sniper Team 

6. Sunnorting Forces 

• To 22Nov--lstLt HEBERT 
From 22Nov--Capt WILLIAMS 

a. Company A (-) lstATBn provided one section of Ontoa in 
direct support. 

b. Company A (-) lstEngrBn provided one squad in direct 
support 

c. Company A (-) latBn, 44th Artillery provided one platoon 
of 40mm Anti-Aircraft Guns in direct support. 

d. B Btry, lstBn, 11th Marines in direct support. 
e. Ail' support was provided by the IstMAW, and consisted 

of resupply and medical evacuation by helicopter, and several 
close air support missions by fixed wing and Huey Gunships. 

7. Int~l.li£2'p&Q 

a. Prior to the oper-ation, it was known the t the enemy had 
the capability of (1) conducting unconventional and psychological 
Harfare to include: small scale attacks, arnbushes, interdiction 

• 

of lines of coramunication, terrorism, sabotase, propaganda activities, 
and the use of mines and booby traps, and (2) attacking Ai Tu Air­
'~ase which was defended by the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines. It was 
Jclieved that the enemy could attack the airbase with mortars, art­
illery, and/or rockets. The airbase was taken under mortar attack 
at 2240, 15 December 1967. The extent of the damage was 26 General 
Purpose Tents and 2 hardbacks (living quarters) were heavily dam­
aged; 10 herdba.cks$ 1 CH~46 Helicopter and 4 UH34D Helicopters 
"'vere sliehtly damaged. MAG-36 sustained 2 KIA and 36 WIA of 
which 20 wer'o returned to duty. 2d Battalion, 4th Marines sustain­
ed 2 WIA. A post-attack crater analysis confirmed earlier reports 
that the attack was initiated from the vicinity of Hill 22 easto 

b. A rocket base or storage area was suspected in the vicinity 
of Hill 80 (YD244) and Hill 58 (YD 2353), with a capability of 
shellinr, Ai Tu Airfield. 

c. The villages along Highway 1 were considered friendly 
during daylight hours, and were questionable during the hours of 
darkness. The villages of Thon Nai Cuu (1), (2), (3), Thon Ai 
l.'u (1), (2), (3), and Thon Uhan Bieu (1), (2), and (3) were consid­
ered strickly pro-Viet Cong at all times. Elements of the 2d 
Battalion, 4th Marines wer'e subjected to constant enemy sniper fire 
when operating in the vicinity of the above mentioned villages. 
The area around Hill 22 east, especially to the south and south­
west was heavily mined and booby t~Anped. Several intelligence 
reports received during the month of December indicated that 
the Viet Cong were active in laying mines and setting booby traps 

'c' _n the vicinity of Thon Ai Tu (2) and (3).. ...-ti 
'OBCL1SSI.-,u.., 

2 
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4. The terrain analysis' of the Ai Tu Airbase consists of a 
" Jarly flat sandy plain wi th occasional\~'depressions a""d long narrow 
marshes with slopes commonly less than 2%', Trafflcatlli ty is poor 
for trucks and tanks at all thoes. There are only a few places 
where short nloderate slopes afford cover from flat-trajectory fire. 
Concealment from both ail" and gro.und observation is afforded local­
ly by shrub measuring 1 to 6 feet. The overall cover is to be 
considered fair for both personnel and vehicles. The terrain to 
the west of Ai Tu Airbase consists of a rolling plain with low 
hills and a few terraces sloping less than ]0%. Much of the land 
is cultivated with ricefields and many native settlements. These 
fields are bordered by thick hedges, trees and thorny shrub and 
are interspersed by thick hedges, shrub and grasslands. There are 
a few steep-banked streams. The soils are generally firm, but 
mire during the 2 to 3 days fo110win~ rains of 1 inch or more. 
The ricefields are firm only during and immediately following the 
harvest. Trafficability is poor for trucks and fair for tanks 
when the ground is firm; and becomes unsuitable for trucks 
and poor for tanks when the ground mires. 

e. The main rivers and waterways within the 2d Battalion, 
4th Narines assigned tactical area of operations (TAOR) were 
the (1) Song Vinh Phuoc, the northern boundary of the TAOR; 
(2) Song Thack Han, the southern and the eastern boundary of the 
TAOR; and (3) Ai Tu, which intersects the TAOR. These rivers 
and waterways served the enemy by providing them with excellent 

upply routes. Traffic on the rivers to the west of the Ai Tu 
ldrbase was considered hostile at all time~. Traffic to the 
east of the Ai Tu Airbase was considered hostile after the 
2100 hour curfew. Prior to the operation, it was known that 
the enemy depended heavily on the rivers and waterways tor the 
transportation of supplies. 

t. During December, the Republic of Vietnam is completely 
under the influence of the northeast monsoon. The northeast 
monsoon is relatively cool and dryas compared with the south­
west monsoon. Relative humidity is high throughout the Republic 
of Vietnam, resulting in conditions favorable tor mildew, corrosion 
and decay of susceptible i tenls. During December the northeast 
monsoon is firmly established and mean rainfall amounts con-
tinue to decrease over B.ll areas. Mos t precipi tation falls from 
afternoon and evening showers or thunderstorms, although during 
surges of the northeast monsoon, drizzle falls from stratus 
along the coastal areas of the Republic of Vietnam. Showers 
are generally intense, but short. There is considerable variation 
in December rainfall from one year to another. Precipitation can 
be expected to occur on more than 15 days alone the coast between 
Nha 'l'rang and Quang-Tri. 

8. Mission. To provide for the defense of the Quang 1ri Airfield 
complex ar,ainst mortar, artillery and ground attacks. 

3 
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q~ 'Qoncept of Operations 

a. (1) Conduct offensive/defensive operations in and adjacent 
to the Quang Tri Airfield complex while manning close-in security 
positionso When necessary, to occupy blocking/screening positions 
and conducting offensive operations. 

(2) Maintain one company west of National Route #1 in depth 
to provide airfield defense in locations/positions as determined 
by the COllJlllanding Officer 2d Battalion, 4th Marines. 

b. Conduct offensive operations in the vicinity of the airf.bld 
complex to locate and destroy enemy forces and interdict routes 
of corununication o 

c. Provide reaction units from tenant personnel as directed 
by the Commanding Officer 2d Battalion, 4th Marines not to exceed 
one rifle comp&ny. 

10. Execution 

,21 October 1967 

At 1000H, the Battalion (-) (Companies E and H) were chopped OPCON 
to the 1st Marine Regiment with the mission of the defense of the 
Ai Tu Airfield, at Quang Trio Both companies and command group 
moved by convoy to the Airfield where they es tabliahed 'defenai ve 

'lsi tions 0 

1 November 1967 

At l200n, Company H, while conducting a daylight patrol, appre.., 
hended one VN male who could produce no 10 card and acted very 
nervous. The VN was brought back to the CP area and was turned 
over to the Regimental 8-2 for interrogation. 

At 1400B, a securi t~· element from Company H, with a mine road sweep 
detail, suffered one casualty when a marine detonated a pressure 
type booby~trap, resulting in (1) USMC WIA MEOEVAC. 

2 November 1967 

At 0900B, an explosion occurred about 250 meters southeast of 
the Battalion perimeter. A crater analysis reveal~d that the 
explosion was caused by a 305 rocket round fired toward the peri­
meter from a southeasterly direction. At approximately the same 
time, a patrol from Company H, in that general area, spotted 
two vietnamese males running away from the perimetero They were 
tEken under fire, but they quickly dis/appeared into the heavy 
brush. 

A patrol from Company E discovered a 2501b bomb (VIC 283538)e 
mney did not possess the demolitions necessary to destroy the bomb • 

. . 1e position was marked for future disposal. i@illreft~liV.l en­
route to the Battalion position, the Company E~i~~uthe 
voices of several VC o Establishing an immedia ~ ambush position, 

4 UllCUSSl.'l.l1).1 IF. 
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,tl}e 'patrol layed in waiting for the apPl'oaching VOl When in the 
<' .lling zono, the VC were taken under fire, resul ting in (1) KIA 
(Conf) and (1) AK4 7 captured. 

Dovember 1261 

At 0505, Oompany B spotted a small craft on the river adjacent to 
the Battalion Perimeter. The craft failed to respond to challanse, 
therefore it was taken under fire and sunk. 

At 152011, a ple.toon patrol from Company E (VIO 295542) received 
automatic weapons fire causing one casualty (USNC WIA MEDEVAC). 
Artillery WE4S irmnediately called on suspected enemy posi tiona. 
A sweep of tho area produced negative results. 

At l745H, one VC with a weapon was seen running in vicinity 
2935430 The VC we.s fired on, but disappeared into the heavy 
brush. 

lL.November 1921 

At 0025H, Company H received three incoming rounds of mortar fire 
which fell short of the perjmeter. The position of the enemy 
ItlOrtar could not be determined. 

At 07l0H, Company H spotted one VC carrying a rifle move into a 
, it about !~OO meters outside the Battalion perimeter. He was shot 
";.,y a Sniper attached to Oompany H and seen to fall. When the area 
was checked, it was found that the body had been dragged off. 

At l830B, Oompany H apprehended one Vietnamese male with no ID card. 
The suspect was turned over to the Regimental S-2 for interrogation • 

.'2 November 12fi1. 

At 0900H, a Oompany H patrol app~ehended one Vietnamese male with 
no ID card. The suspect was detained for further questioning and 
forwarded to the Regimental S-2. 

At l005B, the Company H patrol found twelve one man fighting holes 
(VIO 292532). The holes, apparently VO, were not more than three 
days old and were facine Southeast. 

At l600H, the Company H patrol apprehended 2 VC suspects (VIC 302537) 
Both wore turned over to the 3-2 for questioning and later taken 
to Ree,iment. 

At 2l00lI, Company E detected movement at its wire. Three M-26 
gr'enades were thrown wi th unknown results. 

At 2235H and 2310B movement again was heard to the front of the 
. p"'ompany E posi tion. Several M-26 1 s were again thrown, each time 
. i .. i th unknown results. 
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• 'At 23,54H, Company E received one enemy sniper round from a North­
(\ sterly direction. 60mm mortar illumination was fired into the 
~rea with negative results. 

6 Novelnber 1967 

At 0700H, Company E spotted two VC (VIC ,30,3568)0 The enemy were 
ill.mediately taken under fire, but with negative results. 

At 002011, a member- of Oompany E patrol tripped a M-26 booby-trap, 
resulting in 2 1.JSMC WIA MEDEVAOS. 

At 1030B, a Company B patrol apprehended ono VC suspect (VIC 311543) 
The male VN was turned over to the S-2 for questioning. 

At 1105H, the Oompany E patrol spotted one VC with weapon running 
int~ the tree line. The patrol lost observation of the enemy be­
fore they could bring accurate fire to bear. 

At ll35H, the same patrol spotted 2 VC (VIC 285549)0 An artillery 
mission was called, but with negative results. 

7 November 1967 

At l345H,8. Company si2,e sweep conducted by Coro.pany 11 uncovered a 
box cOlljjaining 35 Ohioom grenades (VIC 311511). The grenades 
rqre destroyed in place. 

t: At 16l5H, a Company E patrol spotted two VC wi th weapons (VIC 
296548). The patrol fired approximately 10 rounds small arms at 
the enemy with negative results 

At l645H, the Oompany E patrol (VIC 291547) observed two VC 
entering a hut (VIC 285542). The patrol fired several M-79 
rounds at the hut and called artillery on the tree line to the rear, 
but with negative results. 

8 November 1961 

At 1030B, a Oompany E patrol spotted two Vietnamese (VIC 305564). 
~en approached, the suspects threw a grenade into the river. 
The suspects wele apprehended and turned over to the S-2 and 
forwarded to the Regimental 3-2 for interrogation. 

At 14·20H, a Company H patrol found a tunnel 12 ft long and 4 ft 
wide (VIC 315535). The tunnel had signs of recent use. It was 
evident that a laree object had been stored in the tunnel. The 
tunnel was destroyed by a demolition team. 

9 November 1967 

I t 0115H, the Battalion 3-3 Officer received word from the Regi­
mtal S-j 1st Marines that 15000 Ib of TPQ's had been dropped in 

Grid Square 2450 in reaction to intelligence reports of an NVA 
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~""iI!l!' 'CL1sStFIED • i1$Oltt~lion: of 500 men dispersed along the Ai Tu River (VIC 2~5500). 
~ ,condGY'Y explosions were sie,hted and 14000 more pounds of TPQ 
wore ~lanned for that are~. At this time 1st Marines S-3 Officer 

, ]"oquested that 2/11 dN,W up a plan of action to reconoiter the YD 
245500 area later in the morning. 

At 0225H, after careful analysis of the situation, the CO of 2/4 
devised e. 'Plan utili zinc no less than 3 rifle companies in a 
helico1)tor assault in the vicini ty of YD' 2h5500. The plan 
consisted of sweepinr the enemy into a blocking force using max­
irtwll1 suppor-tine, arms. This plan was based on the reported enemy 
movement and a knowledge of basic NVA tactics. 

At 0230B, The COJlJmanding Officer of 2/4 informed RefJmental 8-,3 
of the nroposed plan by radio. Helicopters were required as well 
as 2 edditional rifle companies to augment 2/4 1 8 present force 
of 2 rifle compvnies. Her,imental S-3 replied that Helicopters 
wore not a.vailable and sU!f'.ested that 2/4 employ 1 rifle company 
to seE<rch out the YO 245500 area in lieu of the ~ company assault. 
CO 2/4- rOCOlnlllended against such 8. plan basing his argument on the 
l'oputed size of the enemy force of battalion strength and the 
lenLth of tinle requil>ed to tactically cover tbe ground to the ob­
jPr, ti ve aY'ea. PHS t experience showed that a large enemy force 
choosing to ~tght could tear up a lone rifle company. The distance 
of 5 miles (from IJOD to rbjective) would require the unit to 
romain overnitht in the objective araa before being abie to con ... i wt II thurouL:,h search. r,L'he element of quick reaction and sur­
".rise neCCSSlll"Y in such a move would be lost. On those grounds 
CO 2/11 Rdvised agei ns t sending one rifle corllpany into the e.rea. 
Hee,imentsl S'"3 said it would inform the CO of 1st Narines of 
the situation. 

At 07~511, Bettalion S-3 informed Regimer.te.l S-,3 that the CO of 
1st l'1tu,ines dir'ected that a rifle company from 2/4 inunediately 
proceed to YO 245500 to reconoiter tho area. 

At 0750H, E Company was given the assigmnent to carry out the 
mission. BriefinGS were held by CO, S-3 and S-2. Ontos and 
enLineers were attached to the company and maximum supporting 
arms was plannod. 

At OOOOH, E Company moved across the LOD toward the objective 
area. 

At. lOhOJI. the Assistant Di vision Commander visited the 2/4 COC. 
After a briefing on the 2/4. days acti vi ties the ADC ordered E 
Company not to proceed beyond 2000 meters without Division 
approval. '1'he ADC cited that the objective area was too far and 
the enemy disposition too uncertain for a lone rifle company 
on foot. 

,:!~t 101~5H, 1£ Company halted its movement at YD 295528. 
. .', 

At 1130B, a Company 
suI tint', in (1) USHC 

E Corpsman tripped a Chicom Boo~~~~RRre~ 
iilA NEDEVAC (1) USN \'iIA NEDl!;VAC UVI,;~I.6W~~ulfut;t!IJ 
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'At l3.l3H, E COlnpe-ny given a change of mission to search and clear­

. '3 8.reB bet.ween :tD 203593 and 278541.~e .1£ Compe.ny was supported 
by ontos on this sweep to its original position on the airfield 
perimoter. 

At 133011, Gornpe.ny E (VIC 294551d received fire 
10-15 VC (VIC 293549) at the rear of its unit. 
iately returned with N-l6 I s, M-60 ' s and LAAWS. 
IOoI'tElrs Hore called on the enemy posi tion wi th 
Hesults: (2) USNC HIA M.l£DEVAC 

from an estimated 
Fire was in.med­
Artillery and 

good coverage. 

(3) VC Kll (Conf) and (2) VC KIA (Prob) 

10 Nov8Elber 1967 

At l03CH, Comps.ny E wi th a KC Scout attached stopped two Vietnamese 
(VIC 293555) for questioning. The Company received the information 
that 10 VO wer-e hf1ading for a village (VIC 293540). 40 rounds of 
Jlmm mor-ter we:re fir-ed at these coordinates. 

At-. lO)'3Il, a COllll"PrtV 'P ......... i'Y>nl. RPotted 3 ve running in the open, (VIC .. ' 
303528). Fifty rounds of M-60 were fired woundinrr one •. ,' Upon inves­
tigation it was discovered the ves was a girlo Another VO was 
spotted (VIC 208530) and was fired upon with M-60 1 s o He was seen 
to drop, but when the platoon swept the area, they were unable to 
find any trace of him. The wounded girl was apprehende~, treated, 
and turned over to the S-2. 

.. 1135H, the Company H patroJ spotted the movement of a large 
e,r·oun of Vietnrunese (VIC 323,5'18). They were kept under observation, 
but nothin[ developed to indicate that they were enemy. 

At 1140H, the Company H patrol found one fighting hole (5X5X2) 
(VIC 301[536) well camouflaged and used wi thin the las t three 
days. 'l'he Lole had a capaci ty of 4 to 5 men, and was most probably 
an LP/OP for the VC unit in the area. The rosition was marked and 
t.he canwuflate destroyed. 

At 1154.1l, a Oorupany E patrol (V IC 286547) recei ved two enemy sniper 
rounds (VIC 2055LI5). Fire was returned with M..,16's and M-60 I s. 

At l210B, (VIC 2(5545) a melnber of the Company E patrol tripped a 
Chicom Booby Trap, resulting in (1) USMC WIA MED-EVAC. 

At 131511, the Company H patrol (VIC 285526) fired at suspected 
enemy position (ViC 286527) with Ontos, 8lmrn Mortars, and artillery. 
Are&. was then swept with negative results. 

At 1L~O()H, the 
(VIC 282523). 

Company H patrol found and destroyed one enemy bunker 

At 1415H, the Company H patrol found and destroyed one enemy bunker 
(vIC 2<;2532). 
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At 1430H, the Comparty H patrol found three fighting holes (VIC 

, )4533), and destroyed them with demolitions. 
", 

At 1435H, the Company H patrol apnrehended 2 Vietnamese who had 
initially ran from the patrol. Even though both had proper identi­
fication p th&1 were turned over to the Regimental 8-2. 

At 1450H, a member of the Company H ~atrol tripped anM-26 Booby­
trap with a delayed fuze (VIC 295532). There were no casualties. 

At 171~5H, a Marine from Company E (VIC 312555) while attempting to 
take a blasting cap from a Claymore mine, stepped on the generator 
settin£; off the blasting cap. Result: (1) USMC NBC. 

At 2305H, movement was observed outside of the defensive wire. 
(VIC 315556)0 One grenade was then thrown into the perimetere 
Two M-26 u'enades were thrown at the suspected enemy posl tion, and 
jllumination was called over the area. Two figures were then 
spotted swimming in the river and were immediately taken under fire. 
The river bank was searched with negative res~ltso 

12 November 12~ 

At 0515H, a Company E listening Post (VIC 295550) received one 
sniper round while returning to the company positlono The 
listening Post was unable to determine the origin of the enemy 
'iree At 1143H, a Company E patrol (VIC 281551) received about 

~'..L50 rounds from 7 or 8 VC (VIC 278551). The patrol returned 
fire with small arms and automatic weapons. The VC immediately 
broke contact and disappeared. 

At 1520H, a Company H platoon was dispatched to check on an 
intelligence report of a tunnel and supply cache (VIC 306544). 
The patrol was unable to find any trace of the"tunnel or supply 
cache, but apprehended 7 Vietnamese civilians who were in the vic­
inity and acting somewhat suspicious. 

13 November-1221 

At 2010H, the Battalion Command Post observed a red star cluster 
approximately 3000 meters south of their position. The area was 
kept under close observation. 

14 November 1961 

At 0400H, the Battalion (-) departed the Ai Tu Airfield on 
a search and destroy operation (VIC 261509, 271509, 269510) 
of reported enemy storage areas/firing sites, and logistical 
installations. 

At 1555H, Company H (VIC 255495) observed three VO (VIC 260489) 
l.nd immediately took the enemy under fire. Artillery was also 
~alled on the enemy position. A sweep of the area was conducted 
with ne~ative results. 
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'At 2130B, the Battalion returned to i.ts defensive position at the 

Tu Airfield. The search produced negative results. 

15 November 1967 

At 0030H, movement was spotted on the Northeastern side of 
the Battalion perimetero Blmm Illumination was oalled with 
negative resul~so 

16 Nov~h!:,!: 1967 

At 0130H, a Company H platoon ambush patrol (VIC 316526), while 
rll0ving into posi tion, was fired upon by Vietnamese Popular Forces 
(VIC 316526). The patrol made oontaot with the Vietnamese Popular 
Forces by radio, identifying themselves as friendly foroes. The 
friendly fire ceased. 

At 0250B, an ambush patrol (VIC 322538) received a burst of auto~ 
matic weapons fire from an unknown number of VO. The patrol 
returned fire$ then continued to its ambush site. 

At l225H, a Company H patrol (VIC 324522) apprehended one 
Vietnamese civilian without an ID card. The Vietnamese was returned 
to the Corr~and Post for questioning by the 8-20 

At 14lSH, the Company H patrol (VIC 323513) apprehended one 
~;-l etnamese male wi thout an ID card, and carrying doouments that 
'~demed of an offioial nature. The suspect was then turned over 
to the 8-2. 

At 1600H, Company G ar'r'ived at the Ai Tu Airfield froIn Cam Lo II, 
" and aeain came under the operational control of this Battalion. 

r 

17 November 1967 

At o905H g a Company H patrol found a 60mm mortar dud (VIC 309541) 
and destroyed it in place. 

At ll30B, Company E, while on a company size sweep, found one dud 
lOS round (VIC 26lS41) and destroyed it in place. 

At 1145, Oompany E (VIC 262543) reoeived automatic weapons fire 
from an unknown number of enemy causing (2) USMC WIA MEDEVAC. 
Company E returned fire wi th small arms and 60mm mortars •. 

At 1235H, Company E (VIC 2615J~1) found a dud 105 round. 
set a charee using a time fuze to blow the dud. Before 
could clear the area the dud exploded, resulting in (2) 
NBC :HEDBVACS 0 

Engineers 
the troops 
USMO 

At 1245H, the Company H patrol (VIC 295544) found three fresh one 
Y'qn fiehtinr; holes alona a trail.' These posl tiona were marked 

Jr future reference. ~@IL&~~~~omlj) 
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. ~t 1250H,' a ~@~~$~~~~ompany H platoon patrol tripped 
)m Grenade booby trap, resulting in (1) USMC WIA MEDEVAC o 

18 November.-!967 

a Chi .. 

At 144511J Company E (VIC 284·548) received approximately 20 rounds 
of small ar·ms fire from their direct front and approximately 
25 rounds from their left flank (VIC 285545). They returned fire 
wi th N~16, M.,60 and M~79 fi.re 0 The company then swept the area 
with netative results o 

At 1645H~ an ARVN ambulance arrived at the Battalion Command Post 
with 5 wounded personnel, seekins medical aido They claimed to 
have been ambushed approximately 3000 meters north of this posi­
tion along Hithway #1 (VIC 289572). The seriously wounded were 
llledevaced while the non-serious were taken to the hospital in 
(~uang Tri 0 

At l650B, a Vietnamese child stopped a Marine vehicle (VIC 2d6584) 
and warned the occupants that there were VO on both sides of the 
hiehway (VIC 263587). MAG-36, the 1st Marine Ree,iment, and MCB-lO 
were notified. 

At 2345H, a Company E ambush (VIC 300542) reported sporadic small 
arms fil's between two unknown uni ts approximately 1000 ,meters 
away (VIC 295557). No further information was received • 

. '; 
' .... ::1 November..1..221. 

At 07LI5HJ a Sniper team from Company H (VIC 302547) observed one 
VC with a weapon moving South (VIC 294538}o The Sniper fired 
5 rounds. Result (1) VC KIA (Prob) 

At 1030H, the Company H patrol (VIC 296555) found apprOXimately 
400 lb of rice. The Battalion notified the Province Chief and 
a team was sent to that position to collect the rice and redis­
tribute it amcng the local villagers, 

20 Novenlber _l2£1 
At 0950H, a Company E patrol apprehended a Vietnamese civilian. 
With the assistance of an interpreter and an American Advisor the 
suspect was questioned and then released. 

At 1315H, a Company G patrol (VIC 290532) heard a rifle fire to 
their front. It was believed to be 8. warning shot for the VC 
in the area. The patrol continued with no further incidents. 

21 Novernber...!261 

At 01,58H, a Company H platoon patrol 
'ounds of small arms fire from their 

, JIle posi tion. 'llhe platoon continued 
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At 04l0ti, a Marine from Company E was injured by an M-26 grenade 
.dch exploded in a bunker while the Marine was trying to retrieve 

an M-16 magazine, resulting in (1) USMC NBC MEDEVAC. 

At 08q7H, a Company H patrol (VIC 299558) found one M-26 grenade 
buried in the mud with the pin still in plaoe. The grenade was 
destroyed In place. 

At 12lSH, a Company E patrol (VIC 317552) observed a young 
Vietnamese boy carrying a 20 round belt of M-60 ammunition. The 
boy was taken to COlr.mand Pos t and turned over to the 8-2. 

At 2045H, Company H (VIC 315541) received three rounds small arms 
fire from the direction of the bridge (VIC 323539). The District 
Advisor was notified, and he notified the Popular Foroes on the 
bridge not to fire in the direotion of the Battalion's position, 

22 November 1967 

At 0023, while firine Blmm mortar H&Ils, a short round landed 
in the Company G position, resulting in (1) USMC NBC MEDEVACo 

At 155711, Company E (VIC 291540) observed suspected enemy activity 
(VIC 270541). An artillery mission lolas fired with negative results. 

At 16201'1, Company E (VIC 289547) located three bomb shelters 0 All 
be shelters were destroyedo 

At 2335H, Company E reported movement to their tront. At 2240H 
Company E reoeived one inooming grenade and several rounds ot 
small arms fire. They returned fire with small arms, but with 
unknown results. 

23 November 1967 

At 0700H, Company E and units of CAC~2 made oontaot with an 
undetermined number of VC (VIC 265647). CAC-2 took the VC 
under fire with small arms and M-79's. The VC immediately 
broke contaot. Company E and CAC-2 continued on their mission. 

At 1050H, a Company H patrol found a family type bunker (VIC 
2J2523) and destroyed it with demolitions. 

At l145H, a member of the Company H platoon patrol tripped a 
booby-trap of an unknown type, resulting in (2) USMC WIA, (1) 
MEOEVAC. 

At 1250H, a Company G platoon patrol (VIC 317511) received one 
sniper round from approximately 50 meters away. The patrol 
immediately returned fire with M-16's and automatic weapons. A 
sweep W8.S conducted in the area wi th negative resul tS e 

At 1320H, CAC~2, while participating in a Company E sweep, 
snotted 2 VC walking toward them (VIC 269547). The CAO unit 
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)ened fire with small arms and observed both VC drop, but due to 
",ne tactics] situation vtere unable to check the area out thoroughly. 
The rosu1t was (2) VC KIA (Prob) 

At 1345B, a Company H patrol (VIC 275520) received 15 rounds of 
small erms fire (VIC 276519). The patrol spotted the weapons flashes 
and returned fire with small arms and M-79 1 so An artillery mission 
was also called on the enemy pos! tione 'Jlhe patrol later swept the i, area with negative results. 

, 
~ 

At 1410B, the Company II patrol spotted three VC wearing camouflage 
utili ties headin£:- West on a trail (VIC 278522) 0 'I'he patrol then 
called an artillery mission on the enemy position with unknown 
r'esul ts. 

At 1 54.2B , a Company G patrol found a 105Illl11 dud (VIC 287528) 
and destroyed it in place. 

24 Nov~~ 1921 

At 1015B, a platoon patrol from Company E (VIC 295553) found several 
fiLhtine holes, three bunkers, a punji pit, a trench line, and 
an M-26 crenade booby-trap. The trench line was 60 meters 
lone and the bunkers were 3X4 feet with no fighting apertures. 
All ins tallations were des troyed with demolitions. .' -, ·o::c- .. t::·:, 

... " .. ~-........... 

t 1130B, a patrol from Company H received automatic weapons 
fire from an estimated 3~4 VC (VIC 276514)0 The enemy fire 
crone from two different directions. The patrol (VIC 278514) 
opened fire on the VC and called an artillery mission on the enemy 
position& Because of a large stream between the patrol and the 
VC, the area could not be checked. 

~t 1230B, the same patrol from Company H spotted two VC with car= 
bines (VIC 277523). The patrol immediately took the VC under fire, 
then swept down into the area, but wi.th negative results. 

At 1345H, a patrol from Company G (VIC 584544) rfceived small 
arms flre from 8. bunker and treeline (VIC 285544~o The patrol 
inrruediate1yreturned fire and observed one VC drop. Upon a search 
of the area, the natrol was unable to find a body. The enemy bunk­
er was destroyed with demolitions. The result was (1) VO KIA (Prob). 

, 
At l350H, the patrol from Company H spotted one VC (VIC 278512)0 
After takine the enemy under fire, the area was searchedo Several 
shelters reinforced with railroad ties, three new huts and one 
fresh trench bie, enough for a VC platoon were found. The patrol 
also found blood trails leading from the area to a nearby stream. 
All bt-nkers and huts were destroyed with demolitions. The result 
was (1) VC KIA (Prob). 

t 2020B, the Company H defensive perimeter (VIC 303522) spotted 
movement to their front across Hi.ghway #10 I1IUlllination was called 
and ae,ain movement was observedo A reaction force was di atched 
to tbe area, but witb neeative results. 
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At 0745H j a patrol from Company G received 15 ~o 20 rounds 
of automatic weapons fire. The patrol returned fire and swept the 
area wi th ne~~ati ve resu1 ts. 

At 1115H, Company G while on a sweep (VIC 201518) had its point 
all.bushed by 6 to 10 VC; causing (1 ) USMC KIAo Fire was immediately 
returned and an artillery mission was called on the enemy positione 
A search was conducted in the area with negative results. 

At 11~5H, Company G (VIC 277523) found a Chicom grenade booby-trape 
The grenade was disarmed and returned to the 8=·2. 

At 1320H, Company G received 3 rounds of sniper fire from an unknown 
posi tiona The compa.ny continued on it' B mi ssion. 

At 2155H, a Company E Listening Post (VIC 310561) spotted movement 
within the defensive wire. Illumination was called and 2 figures 
were seen running in a northerly direction (VIC 310562) The enemy 
was taken under fire by M-79's with unknown results. 

26 November 1961 

At 1515H, the Battalion (~) departed the Ai Tu Airfield with the 
rnission of conducting a cordon operation of a suspected enemy r llar;e and harboring site (VIC 287465), while ARVN paoification 
teams worked in the village. 

At l545H, Company G led with three Ontos attached o At thifl time 
one 'pn,t9..~ .. hi t A rni nA (VIC 295528) f causing (2) USMC WIA MEDEVACS~. 
The'Oh~~s was 'unableto be moved because of a damaged track t so 
the two remaining Ontos and a rifle squad remained as security 
while the company continued on its mission. 

At 2000H, the Battalion Command Post received 15 rounds of small 
arnls fire (VIC 290488)0 Fire was returned with unknown results. 

£7 November l22l 

At 0730H, Compan~ E received heavy small arms and automatic-.weapons 
fire (VIC 305490). The company immediately returned fire, and the 
enemy broke contact. A sweep was conducted in the area with 
negative resultse 

At 1115H, Company G spotted several VC running (VIC 303483). The 
enemy were in~ediately taken under fire and one VO was seen to drop. 
The area was then searched with negative resultse The result was 
one VC KIA (Prob) 

At l23JH, the Ba.ttalion COlnmand Post (VIC 303487) received 3 rounds 
'lall arms fire from an unknown position. No action taken. 

14 lJNCLASslrIll1 W!(@d$nW~~@ 

.. 

)' 

. . 

l"'~'~~~ 

---------------------------------------------) DECLASSIFIED 



I' 

r 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 9 '" U)lCL~SSIFIIlD &1lJl~n~n~fi1 
. At 1430 H,!I the I'ear secur.P'f9' e~ent of Company E received heavy 
I leroy small arms fire. Thecompany in~ediate1y deployed its units 
I:I.nd conducted a sweep of the area (VIC 301491). A firefight insued 
,d th the enemy finally breaking contact as their posi tion was 
untenable. Result: (2) USMC WIA MBDEVACS, (6) VO KIA (Prob). 

At l5l5H, the Company E flank security, which was'moving back with 
the main body, was mistaken for VC by Company G and were fired upon. 
The errol' was quickly discovered and the fire ceased o Results: 
(2) USMC wIA MEDEVACS. 

At 1800 II, the Bqttalion (~) returned to its defensive position 
at the Ai Tu Airfield. 

2d Novomb~t-!221 

At 2l00H, Company E» along its perimeter (VIC 317>43) received 2 
rounds of sniper fire from an unknown position. No action was 
taken. 

29 NovemBer 1961 

At 0030n, Company E received 2 rounds of sniper fire on its 
sector of the perimeter (VIC 310558). Thirty minutes later another 
U rounds were recuived. Fire was returned with unknown results o 

r.: of; 1l28H, a patrol from Company E while searohing a hut (VIC 306584) 
:: .mnd a home-made "Zip Gun" made of wood and metal tubing, with 
one round in the chruaber. The weapon was tUrned over to the 3-2. 

At l450H, the S-2 reported that .5 young Vietnamese males accosted 
an elderly Vietnamese male along the highway (VIC 301563) north 
of this position. ~le man was taken to BAS for treatment and 
questionint~ then transferred to the Quang TTi hospital. 

30 November 1967 

At 060311, a Company G Listening Post spotted a Vietnamese male 
running along their front. Illumination was called, and M-79's 
were fired at the suspected enemy location with unknown results. 

At 09)OH, the road-sweep t.eam discovered a 15 pound Chicom anti­
tank l'rline apprOXimately 6 feet off the hard surface of Highway 
#1 (VIC 326524). The ndne was approximately 4 inches under the 
surface. The mine was removed and destroyed by the Engineer Team. 

At 10l5H, a patrol fr0111 Company H received automatic and semi­
automatic weapons fire (VIC 266538) from an enemy force of approx­
ilnately squad si7.eo The patrol immediately assaulted the enemy 
position forcin£ the VC to break contact and flee. The Result was 
(1) VC KIA (Conf)e 
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At 0930H~ Company II received small arras fire from an enemy 
position (VIC 265538)0 Immediately Company H cl"'luntered with an 
artillery mission in which one strap round landed in the vicinity 
of a CAC~·2 blocking force inflicting two friendly. WIA~ A check= 
fire was called for and a MEDEVAC requested. Once the MEDEVAC had 
been cmrmleted the company continued its mission wi th negative enemy 
contact. 

At l03011F Company H conti. uing their search and olea.I' mission 
recei ved addi ti onal enemy small ar'ms fire (VIC 258542) II 
The Company returned fire on the enemy position with small arF'3, 
and the enemy broke contact. The result was (1) USMC WIA 1'IED"" 
BVAC~ (1 .. USMC WIANEo 

At l300H~ Company II located an enemy booby trap constructed from a 
155 dud round which was destroyed in place. 

At 1!j25Jl, Company H in vicini ty of 269541 reoeived twenty rounds 
of smell arms fire {VIC. 27l5LI-1).M~16 and M~79 fire was returned e 

An inmlediate sweep was made of the enemy position with negative 
resul ts ~ 

At 1500H; one member of CAC~2 (VIC 269548) tripped a small anti­
personnel mineo Hesult: (1) CAC-2 'I'lIA HBDBVAC~ 

.. -:,., 

he 1600H 9 Company H sweeping through a village (VIC 271541) 
encountered four women VO suspects. The VC suspeots were returned 
to the POIV Compound and were trans:ferred to the ReLimenta1 S~2. 

At 1722H, Company H disoovered one French Grenade Booby Trap in 
one of the huts in p village (VIC 27l5L!-1). The grenade was disarmed 
and returned to the Oommand Post. 

2 n~£~ll1b~..l_2~ 

At 1520B~ a squad size patrol from Company E s1·reaping through 
a villar.e (VlC 286574) discovered one village hut containing 1000 
Ibs of rice.9 a larte sum of money, and medice.l supplies ~ Mortar 
fin assembJies were also located throughout the village area. 
The Province Advisors were notified~ and collected all the rioe 
minus 200 ) bs for the village use. 

At 1920H, Company H reported reported suspicious noises near their 
dofensi va nasi tiol1 (VIC 30055L~). One M-26 erenade was thrown by 
Company H with unknown resultse 

, 
! . 

At 2) 30H 1 durin£. an 81mm mortar fire Irission om short round. 

~:~cJ~~li~d t~~r v~~~~~~~~t~i'y :he 1.~:;!a;~~~ ~~r~~ej~~~;S ~o o~;~~n~~;e Tl'.; 

'.,:: ::::::~-l2B IDIE@DJ~~WnlE~ .11t 
:f\!' 1, . 

t 112511, a platoon size patrol from Company H (VIO 320514) dis- !",;. 
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vered one ton of rice in a village hut. ihe platoon placed 
security around the hut until Province Advisors arrived and collect~ 
od the rice. 

At 1l30H, a platoon from Company H received automatic fire (VIC 
27 551~3). fJ:'he platoon returned fire with small arms and art! llery 
fire. The enemy then broke contact. The area was later searched 
with nerative results. 

At l530H, the Slmm Mortar platoon while conducting a fire mission 
hHd a short round land approximately 15 meters from one of its gun 
posi tions. '1'he reason for the short round was from a lot of 
reworked ammunition. Thepe were no casualties. 

At l531H, a platoon from Company G received enemy small arms fire 
(VIC 279540 and 270533). The platoon returned fire with small 
Rrms and 60mm mOl>tar fire. Both enemy posi ti ons were swept wi th 
negative results. 

At 1710H, Company E (VIC 260525) sighted several VC departing 
from a villare (VIC 257537) and immediately fired small arms 
flre and 60rrufl mortars. Two UHlE Gunships were called to 
engElLe the fleeinL enemy. A search of the area was conducted 
w:l.th necativ(l r'esults. 

_'~. 1730H" a platoon from Company H returned to the Battalion Command 
i; Jst wi th 2 VC detainees. Both detainees were taken to the Regiment-­
a1 S-2 for further interrotation. 

At 193011, Cornpany l:!: spotted twenty VC (VIC 256534). Immediately 
fh-e vias deliverod at the VC utili2.ing small arms, 60nun mortars 
and two UH1E Gunships with excellent coverage. Due to darkness, 
the company was unable to search the area until daylight because 
of danger of enemy ambushes. At daylight a search revealed 
several blood trails, drat marks and a blood stained poncho. 

!l December-12£1 

At OIOSH, a platoon from Company H received one enemy grenade which 
exploded inside their sector- of the Battalion perimeter. It was 
believed to have been fired from across the river. (VIC 317554) 
A fire team was assignod to investigate the suspected enemy posi~ 
tions. It later returned with negative results. No friendly 
casualties resulted from this incident. 

At 0730H, a CAC-2 unit (VIC 254531) sighted 2 VC running due West 
(VIC 259513) and immediately engaged the VC with small arms fire, 
rcsultin£ in (1) VC KIA (Conf). 

At 1130H, Company E (VIC 256536) encountered a Vietnamese :male, 
re 40, with ID card. Due to his suspicious appearance the 
J.etnrunese was escourted ~o ~h~ Battalion Conunand ~~n~ft~Uml)i 

over to the S~2 for ques tlonlne,. UNCI,ASSlrId'~\!DlbW~~ 
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t,: /t ... · lZ~ltI-l, Company E completed sweeping the area where earlier VC 
'l .. mtact had been nlade on 3 Decembero Items discovered in the area 
amounted to one poncho", and several pieces of blood stained 
clothinf'. Twenty Vietnamese were detained and escorted to the 
Cownand Post for questioning bJ the S~2. No further VC engagement 
resulted from the Company size sweep. 

At 1352H, a platoon frorn Comnany H conducting a platoon size patrol 
(VlC 313508) received approximately 60 rounds of small arms fire 
from a n6ur'by tree line (VIC 313508). The platoon engaged the enemy 
position witL small arms fire and the enemy quickly broke contact. 
The area W8.S searched wi tIl neg,ati ve resul ts. 

At 1430H~ Company E while conducting a company size sweep (VIC 
265548) tdpped on unknown booby-trap devices resulting in (2) USMC 
'vnA MEDBVACS 0 

At 2245h, an unknown Vietnamese youth delivered one M~26 grenade 
and 10 rounds of Bssorted small ammunition to the Battalion 
Command Post. The young Vietnamese was rewErded with 200 piasters 
by the S-2 Officere 

At 23LI.5H, Company H was assigned the mission of investigating VC! 
NVA activities in the vicinity of Coord. YD 3150. Upon approaching 
vicini ty YD 3l6506~ the company receive9. approximately 30 rounds 
of automatic fire. Sighting a total of eleven VC (VIC 314506) 

*::i fi:r·e mission was requested by an AO flying above the area.. Due 
··'to automati c enemy fire rece! ved by the AO plane, it was unable 
to conduct the fire mission. Two Huey Gunships in tho immediate 
aY'ee di.rected airs trikes upon the suspected enemy positions (VIC 
3c!I·506). At the completion of the air strikes Company B conducted 
a sweep thl'Oufoh the area wi th negative resul ts. The pilot of the 
spotter plane was wOllnded and the AO successfully landed the 
aircraft at Quane. Tri Airfield. The pilot later died of wounds () 

2-De c emb eI:~22.7 

At lo30H" Company H conducting a company size sweep encountered 
an enemy ambush (VIC 3125l0). Approximately 200 rounds of auto­
matic fire was re('~ived by tht.. company. Fire super·iority was gain­
ed by Company H r,y firing small arms and artillery fire into 
the enemy's position. Enemy contact was broken~ and a sweep 
of the area ended with neeative results. 

6 Dece~er 1961 

At 0200H, the CAC-2 unit reported to Company E that a Marine 
vehicle movinE. south on Hir'pway III was envolved in em accident at 
e. bridt:,c south of Done: Ha. No injuries were received by the two 
enlisted Marines attached to 2/1 who were in the vehicle., Company 
E notified Battalion Headquarters of the incident. 

Lt 07301] g a member of a p~atoon s1 ze sweep from Comps.ny G tripped 
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a trenade type booby"-trap, resulting in (1) USMC WIA }llEDE-V AC ~ 

.llt 09.35H~ a Company G platoon size sweep (VIC 263.$15) received 
epproximately 200 rounds of small arms fire (VIC 26050.3). The 
platoon gained i'ire superiority with small arms and 60mm mortar 
fire~ A sweep was conducted through the enemys position with neg­
ative results. 

'. 

At 1100H j a platoon from Company E (VIC 288511) uncovered one 105mm 
projectile by a hut (VIC 286582) and destroyed the projectile in 
place. 

At 1120H 9 a platoon size patrol from Company G (VIC 258515) received 
an unknown numbe~ of enemy automatic weapons fire (VIC 242508). 
The platoon gained fire superiority with small arms and 60mm 
mortars, and conducted a sweep through the enemy's position with 
neLative results. 

At 15.30B, a snuad si 2'.e ambusL from COIl1pany G (VIC 275548) sighted 
two VC approximately 800 meters from their position (VIC 275540) 
A Marine Sniper fired at the two VC resulting in 1 VC killed (Prob)e 
The squad could not investigate the s.rea due to the distanoe between 
tbeir position and the enomYe 

At 1730B, a squad size ambush from Company G (VIC 288538) spotted 
six VC carrying weapons (VIC 2815.35). A~tillery fire was called 
"'oon the enemy which resulted in (1) VC _IA (Conf) and (1) VC KIA 

.>rob) . 

At 1810H~ a CAC-2 unit reported to the Battalion COmlnand Post that 
several civilians were hit by Uo S. small arms fire while moving 
fl'om Tan Pho. The incident was investigated and confirmed that 
no U. S. units from this command were operating in the area at 
the time of the incident. 

At 1820B, Company G (VIC 275512) received automatic weapons fired 
into their position from vicinity 2705200 The company returned 
fire on the enemy position with .30 rounds of 60mm Mortars. Due 
to the darkness setting ins it was impossible to search the area. 
Results: Unknowu e 

At 2040B. Company E (VIC 3115.37) while in a defensive position 
reported hearing noises of suspected enemy movement (VIC 317554). 
Illumination was requested with negative resultso 

1 December~~21 

At 0855H, Company G (VIC 274526) received .30 rounds of small 
arms fire from 6 VC (VIC 267520) causing (1) USMC WIA MEDEVAC. 
The company countered with small arms fire from M-16's,M-79, and 
M-60 Machine Guns, resulting in (2) VC KIA (Prob). 

UNCLASSlrlmD 
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,Jlt lOOOB, a squad size ambush from Oompany G spotted approximately 
, J VO in the open (VIO 269531). Marine Sniper fired 7 rounds at 
the enemy, resulting in (1) VC KIA (Oonr), (1) VO KIA (Prob) 

At 1110B, a Vietnamese female was apprehended just outside the 
perimeter 0 The suspect had no ID card in her possession and could 
give no reason for being in the area c She was detained and deliver~ 
ed to the S~2 for questioning e 

At 1125H~ a platoon from Company H conducting a sweep (VIO 304534) 
discovered one booby=trap constructed from a Chicom grenade. It 
was destroyed in place. 

JLD~cem~Ll.2~1. 

At 1100B, a platoon from Company E while conducting a sweep 
(VIC 252549) had one Marine trip an unknown explosive device. 
The result was (1) USMC WIA MEDEVAO 

At 1150H~ a platoon size patrol from Oompany E (VIO 254550) 
encountered 10 VO with weapons. The enemy were pursued by 
firing approximately 400 rounds of M..,60 and artillery fire. 
Results: (1) USMC WIA NON MEDEVAO 

At 1220B, a platoon (VIC 24~.557) from Company E received fire from 
an unlmown number of VO (VIC 241552). Fire superiority was gained 
.: , the p1 atoon followed by a sweep through the VO position$) with 

'Jii!ei,ati ve results. 

At 1350H~ a squad size patrol from Oompany H discovered a cache 
of rice in a hut (VIC 294534) which was stored in six 55 gallon 
drums a Contact was made between the S-2 and the District Advisor 
who later collected the rice for redistributionc 

At l64.5H~ Oompany E ca11ed for an Artillery fire mission on 
VC base camp. A platoon size patrol was dispatched to the 
area to obtai.n a damage assessment e The patrol found pieces of 
schrapne1 covered with blood, and also blood trails leaving the 
campo Result: (3) YC KIA (Prob) 

At 2115B, a platoon from Company H (VIO 308537) spotted movement 
to their left front (VIC 313533). Small arms fire was delivered 
into the suspected enemies position. The area was searched with 
negative results. 

!Q~Decemb~~ 

At 091.5Hs Gompany E (VIO 302587) encountered a Vietnamese boy 
10 years old with a foot infection and diagnosed it as osteo~ 
mylitisc 'J'he Company Corpsman treated the youth's foot and attempt~ 
ed to make liaison with the Vietnamese doctor to further treat 
r~e boys foote 

At l730H j the S,,2 repr·esentati ve along with 5 ARVNs departed for 
the rice cache discovered by the squad patrol from l1e$Qmpti\-n:ml~W 
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; , 8' 'Decembere Prior to arriving at the hut which contained the 
~~ce, 8 VC were spotted leaving the village o Supporting arms 
could not be requested due to the danger of inflicting casualties 
upon civilian personnel e The detail returned to the Battalion 
Command Post without making contact e 

At 1950H~ a squad from Company G (VIC 304547) while enroute to 
position a LP received small arms fire from (VIC 304547)0 Small 
arms and mortar fire was delivered by the squad on the enemy 
poslUon wi th excellent coverage 0 Due to darkness the area could 
not be searched until the following morning e 

At 2112Hj/ a Company E road-block (VIC.310563) encountered 6 
ARVN trucks with 1 ARVN officero Each vehicle was searched and 
escorted to the road~block at the southern end of the Battalion 
positione 

10 Decembet~122Z 

At 0715H, Company G dispatched a platoon size patrol to Coorde 
YD 304547 to chf'ck out the enemy1s position who fired small arms 
into the company~s defensive position at 1950H, 9 December o No 
enemy contact or other evidence was found. I 

At l238H~ a platoon slze patrol from Company E (VIC 2875l4\b 
~oceived ~pproximate1y 30 rounds of small arms fire from vicinity 

) 287513~ A squad leader was wounded. The patrol returned fire 
with approximately 600 rds of small arms fire. First aid was ad­
ministered to the Squad leader and he was medevacedo «1) VC KIA 
(Prob) was assessed) 

At 1315H, Company E (VIC 287523) received approximately 50 rounds 
of automatic weapons fire from vicinity YD 295516) and YD 295556)0 
The company gained fire superiority wi th small arms fire andj an 
artillery mission. The enemy position was then searched with neg­
at! va resul ts. 

1;t~,~~~..22I 

At 1005H~ a platoon (VIC 274532) from Oompany G spotted five VC 
located 50 meters to their front. The platoon fired small arms 
and requested an 8lmnl mortar fire mission. The area was checked 
out by a squad size patrol with negative results e 

At 1150H, a squad size patrol from Gompany E encountered a Viet­
namese boy 17 years of aLe without an 10 card. The youth was 
tur'ned to an S~2 representative who checked the young Vietnamese 
and later released hime 

At 2245H, a Company G Listening Post spotted 3 Vietnamese approx= 
imately 50 meters from their position and threw one grenade with 

'.known resul ts. 
....... _;: .,. 21 
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At 0720E~ a platoon rrom Company 0 received small ar.ros fire 
while crossing a river (VIC 2965~i)e The platoon gained fire 
superiority and swept the enemy position with negative results e 

At 0930H~ the patrol from Company E discovered an 8lmro mortar 
dud and destroyed it in p1.ace o 

At 1330B 9 the patrol from Company G Spotted 2 VC with weapons (VIC 
26751~-5)o An artillery mission was requested on the enemy positione 
One VC body was seen flying through the air from a 105mm burBt~ . 
res\;] tine it (1) VC KIA (Conf). / 

l.~_ De c £I.!!££!:._ !2~I 

At l225H~ a platoon from Company E uncovered a booby~trap conBtruct~, 
od from a 10.5nun round. The round was destroyed in place and the 
platoon sweep continued e 

1~eceI.!!ber 1~2~7 

At l055H j Company E conducting a sweep in the vicinity YO 300500 
discovered three lO.5mm dud rounds e All were destroyed in 
:nlace. 

~. t; ll05H ~ Cornpany E continving their sweep recel ved small arDlS 
.< _re from vicini ty YD 300.5010 An artillery mission was called on 
the enemy position with excellent coverage o The enemy immediately 
broke contact e A search of the area was conducted with negative 
resul ts" 

At l122H~ the Company E rear elements received small arms fire 
from approximately ]2 VC (VIC 307496)6 Fire superiority was 
immediately gainod with small arms and 60mm mortar firee The 
al'ea WEl.S then searched with negative resultso 

At lOOOH~ a Narine from a Company G platoon patrol detonated a 
105 booby trap (VIC 2865Iw), resulting in (1) USMC KIA j (2) 
USMC WIA h~D-EVACSe 

At 1.505H, a l1ar·ine from Company E was injured when he walked 
behind a 3.5 rocket launcher which was being fired (VIC 305535). 
Res ul t: (1) USl'IC NBC MEDEVAC 

At 2005H, a Company H Listening Post (VIC 316533) received one 
round of sniper firee The Listening Post moved to another position 
so as not to be detectedo 

At 2155H, movement vI&.8 observed at the southern side of the Battalion 
. Jrilneter. M·79's were fired at the suspected enemy position with 
unknown resu1ts. 
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At 223511, movemont was again observed (VIC 311538). 60mm mortars 
,.L~Y'~.:.:,:i:rOd at the suspected enemy position with unknown results. 

At 2240H j the Battalion Defensive position (Ai Tu Airfi.eld) was 
brought under fire by enemy 82mm mo~tars. (VIC 298525). 
The enemy mortars struck the MAG-36 billetin~ areas, with only 
two rounds landing on the airstrip. One CH-46 tmd 4 UH34D heli­
copters were slightly damaged. Counter-mortar fire was immediately 
concentrated on the area of the enemy position with excellent cov­
eraeeo It was later determined that approximately thirty rounds 
of 82mm mortars struck the Airfield complex; some equiped with 
VT fvs3s. The result was (A) MAG-36: (2) USMC KIA, (16) USMC 
WIA MEDEVACS (20) USMC WIANE (B) 2d Bn, 4thMar: (2) USMC WIA MED­
EVACS. 

~ Q~ember 1221-
At 0605H p the roadblock to the north of the Battalion Perimeter 
received four rounds of small arms fire (VIC 298564). No action 
was taken. 

At 0700H, a Company H platoon patrol found the sites of the 8lmm 
~lortars that struck the Airfield on 15 December (VIC 302527). 
The aiming stakes were still in place, and there were several 
empty ~use cans in the area. There were fresh foot trails leading 
in a southerly direction from this position. 

'. : \'; , 0800H i the Company H platoon patrol (VIC 296529) found one 
-105rnm dud round and destroyed it in place. 

At 0815H, the same patrol found ne~ly rebuilt punji pits (VIC 
301535). Each trap had fresh grass covering which looked only 
a few days old. All punji pits were destroyed. 

At 1045H, a Company E squad patrol found two packs, six canteens, 
and medical supplies (VIC 305579). All this gear was returned to 
the Battalion Command Post. 

At l300B~ the Company H platoon patrol (VIC 286525) received approx­
imately two hundred rounds of enemy small arms fire from seven VO 
(VIC 285527) causing (2) USMC WIA MEDEVACS. The patrol immediately 
returned fire with M-16's, M-19 I s, M-60's, LAAWS, and 60mm mortars 0 

While searching the area, 62 rounds of AK47 ammunition was found 
hidden in a haystaCk. 

At 1400B, Company F rejoined the Battalion and was incorporated 
into the defense of the Ai Tu Airfield. 

17 Decem~r 1967 

At 1320B, the Battalion 3 .. 2 (VIC 307553), while working in a village, 
round two M .. '79 rounds and one M-26 grenade hidden in some thick 
',' ass ~ All 1 tems were des troyed in place. Two Vietnamese 01 villana 
l>i~re apprehended and held for questioning. V'Tr,T A('I~IptT. 
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',At 1400H, Arlned Propaganda Teams arrived at the Al Tu Airfield. 
: 'oadcasts were made in the villages (VIC 298566). surrounding 
'the airfl.elda The themes were Chieu Hoi and the Reward Program. 

At l745H~ a Company G platoon patrol (VIC 287542) found several 
pools of blood and pieces of bone and flesh. Mess gear p two 
helmets, one poncho~ and assorted pieces of clothing were also 
found in the area o It is believed that this incident was a 
res ul t of H&I fires 0 

~8 December 1961 

At 0800H, a Oompany G platoon patrol (VIO 281538) received ten to 
twenty rounds of small arms fire from an enemy position (VIC 
270539)0 The patrol immediately returned fire with small arms, 
and also called an artillery mission on the suspected enemy posi a 

tione The area was then searched with negative results. 

At l015H i a Company F platoon patrol received a heavy volume of 
enemy small arms fire from three VC (VIC 313508), Oausingl USMC 
WIA MEDEVAC o The patrol immediately returned fire, and searched 
the area with negative results. 

At l835H, the Company F platoon patrol reported that the bridge 
(VIC 323539) was under fire. The patrol swept the area and 
apprehended four suspects who were turned over to the S-2. 

;. _c 2100B, the Sniper Team located in the observation tower at the 
Northern edee of the Battalion perimeter observed one male, armed, 
rroving across the front of the Battalion's position (VIO 300566) .. 
The Sniper fired one round dropping the armed man. Upon a search 
of the area~ no body could be found • 

.!.2.. Dece~~L1221. 
At 0630H 9 the 8lronl mortars while firing H&I's, had one short 
round (VIC 303571). No casualties were incurred. 

At 1345B, a Vietnamese boy, 12 years old, was wounded by small 
'I arm~ fire when Marines and ARVN forces were engaged in familiariza­

tlon firingo The boy was rushed to the Battalion Aid Station 
where he died D 

At 1400B, Company E was dispatched from the Battalion position 
with the mission of setting up a Oompany Patrol Base in grid 
square 31$Oe The Company AO extended from vicinity 290477 
North to vicini ty 290520. The o omp any , s primary mission'"nwt,to 
deny the VC the use of the villages in its AO as harboring sites. 

At l802B~ Company E received sporadic small arms and automatic weaa 

pons fire (VIC 295501). Fire was immediately returned,. and the 
CU'ea was searched wi th negative results. tJNCT.A~~t'IID I 
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/I t 1-8,)011, Company E found one 10.5rr.un dud (VIC 291502), end one 
) ,mm morta.r dud (VIC 289499). Both duds were destroyed in 
p1ace o 

At 2.353H,9 a Company H Listening Post (VIC 3055.30) observed 
five VC approximately fifty meters from its positiono The 
enemy were taken under fire, but with unknown results. 

20_12~£~!:2..2£1 

At 06Lt.5H ~ Company E 
fire VIC 277552). 
neLa ti ve res ul ts ~ 

(VIC 280552) received four rounds of sniper 
The enemy were taken under fire , but with 

At 0915H, Company E (VIC 305500) received several rounds of small 
arms fire causing 3 US}1C WIA MEDEVACS. The company immediately 
returned fire and called an artillery mission on the suspected 
enemy position. A search of the area was conducted with negative 
resul ts 0 

At 0940H, a Company G platoon patrol received ten rounds small 
arms fire (VIC 274532). 'J'he enemy were taken under firo and the 
area searched with negative results. 

At 1026H, COllinany B (VIC 309493) encountered three VC carrying car­
ulnes and dressed in camouflage utilities (VIC 292490). The point 

c i\~ ln engar-ed the enelny wounding one in the shoulder 0 The area was 
:: ... nen searched., but with negative results. 

At 1l231I~ Company E received five rounds of automatic weapons fire 
(VIC 303!~88). The enemy were taken under fire, but with negative 
results. 

At 1350Hs Company E received several rounds of small arms fire 
(VIC 291502), resulting in (1) USMC WIA MEDEVAC. No action 
was taken because the enemy's position could not be determinod o 

At l750B, a Company E listening Post spotted four VC with weapons 
moving toward their position. The enemy were immediately taken 
under fire~ and one VC was seen to drop, but the area was searched 
with neeative results. 

21 December_19.B 

At 0730H, Company G (VIC 2315.34·) observed movement to the front 
of their lines. Six rounds of 6amm mortar were fired, and the area 
was searched with negative results. 

At 0755H9 a Company H patrol (VIC 277519) received twenty to thirty 
rounds of El.utomatic weapons fire from two different dirf'ctions 
(VIC 270526 and 276518) causing (1) USMC KIA. The enemy were iITlroed­

<?' ate1y taken under fir'e, and an artillery mission was called on 
-: ,he enemy posi tiona. The area was searched wi th negative results. 
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·4 PL'··· . • /Il1E@/!lI.~n~1il ~ 
/;t l05~~lC~LA:~~I:mpany R patrol while mo~ng in pursui t of an 

':1 \':emy sniper who had killed one Marine earlier received a heavy 
. 'vol urne of automati C \-1eapons fire from up to a platoon of VC 

(VIC 282.523), The enemy were immediately taken under fire. Buey 
[unships wer'e called into the area, and several artillery missions 
vIere fir8d "t suspected enemy positions. The :results were (ll 
USl-lC KIA~ (S) USNC WIA MEDEVACS, and (1) USl-IC NBC 0 A search of 
the area was conducted with negative results. 

At 1640H~ a Company E (VIC 300955) received several rounds of 
sInall arms fire from the rear of their unit. Small arms and 
artillery fire were irQlliediately returned tut with negative results o 

At 1745H9 Company E (VIC 307544) recelved approximately one 
hundred rounds of small arms fire (VIC 308495). Fire was immed­
iately l'eturned, but with negative results. 

J~t 2100H, a Compeuy G ambush observed thr·ee lights signalling 
one another (VIC 2755L~8) ~ An artillery mission was called with 
unknown resul ts 0 The lig,hts, thougP, where then no longer 
visibleo 

~££~~~-12~1. 

At 08ISH, a c..:ornpany G platoon patrol (VIC 279537) received 
approxililately five rounds of small arms fire (VIC 27551~1). Small 

:: 'IDS f.:i re was returned, and the area was searched with negative 
. .;, osul ts 0 

At 09l5H, Company E observed four VC (VIC 298482). The company 
sur""'ounded the enemy and after a short firefight captured one 
woman armed with a submachine gun and one male armed with an 
AK~47o Both prisoners were turned over to the S-20 

At 0930H, a Oompany E patrol s~otted eight VC running across 
an open rice paddy (VIC 299490)~ The patrol opened fire with 
snlall arms j and observed four VC to fall, then to be carried off 
by the remainine, four VC. A sweep of the area was conducted with 
negative results. The results were (4) VC KIA (Prob) 

At l!t45H~ a Company G platoon patrol (VIC 274535) received twenty 
rounds of small arms fire from two different positions (VIC 280532,: 
and 270530) 0 'l'he patrol immediately returned fire and searched ' . 
tho area with neLative results. 

'I £LDecember 1967 

At l4S0H, Company E encountered one suspicious male Vietnamese 
(VIC 312509) 0 'l'he male was apprehended and turned over to the 
S-2 for further interrogation o 

~t 2035H, one boat was observed on the river adjaoent to the 
attalion Position (VlC 310548)0 Huey gunships were oall~d to check 

(Jut the craft 0 The overflight was condu~v8T'i~w~nee;ati v~ results 0 
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At o904H, a Company E Listening Post heard noises (VIC 314505) 
and observed twenty-five VC. The enemy were inuhediately taken 
under fire, and the area was searched but with negative results. 

At 222lH, Company F observed movement to the front of their linea. 
" One M-26 lrenade was thrown with unknown results 0 

r 

At 2250H, a Company H ambush (VIC 293534) heard drums from an 
adjacent village o The drums were answered by other drums to the 
west o No further activity was observed or heard. 

25 December 1961 

At 0800H, a Company G platoon patrol observed four VC with 
weapons approximately fifty meters from its point element 
(VIC 308496). No action was taken due to the Ohristmas Truce. 
The enemy made no attempt to fire on the Marines, but rather 
llloved quickly out of the area. 

At 0945H, the Company G patrol received ten rounds of small arms 
fire ('HC 302484) 0 The patrol immediately returned fire and 
searched the area with negative results. 

At 1100H i the Oompany G patrol observed six VO wearing grey 
" reat-shirts and carrying assorted weapons. No action was taken 
'_ae to the Ohristmas Truce. The enemy quickly moved out of the 
area o 

At l5l5H, a Vietnamese civilian found and turned in three 
pressure-type land mines 0 The civilian was paid the standard 
re\>[ard, and the mines were destroy-ed e 

At 183011$ a Company E platoon patrol received several rounds 
of small arms fire from an unknown number of VCo The patrol 
irnmediately returned fire and searched the area resulting in 
(1) VO KIA (Conf) 

At 2245H, the Battalion perimeter (VIC 298555) received one 
incoming M~'79 round from an unknown enemy position. No action 
was taken. 

?6 December 1267 

At o950H, a Gompany G platoon patrol received fifteen rounds 
of small arms fire. The patrol immediately returned fire and 
s8arched the area, but with negative results o 

At 1~45H, while Company H was familiarization firing its weapons 
at a. makeshift ra.nge (VIC 3l1~533), they received fifty rounds of 
~'1lall arms fire" The Narines immediately returned fire and searched 

.le area but with negative results o 
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i.c'OOH~ 1st Battalion~ 3d Marines assumed the responsibility for 
tho defense of the Ai Tu Airfield e This Battalion began back­
loading its personnel aboard designated ships i in preparation 
for its move to Subic Bay, Philippines. 

a. ~~1ilQ Many problems were encountered when going through 
.e supply system for combat essential"equipment. In many cases 

weapons~ radios 9 and other types of combat essential equipment 
were nearly impossible to procure.. Many major items and major 
components l'Wl'O coded out of the system. When in .. kind replace., 
ments were not available s weapons, radios j etc., had to be 
reshuffled to accomoda.te the rifle oompanies. As a resul t, 
llUcSCo was usually far below TEe In many cases individual 
equipment was impossible to procure. Critical items were: 
Entrenchinc tocls, Helmets, Ponchos and Jungle First Aid 
Kits. 

b. Personnel ~LQa~B!lti~ 

(1) Replacements were indoctrinated, FAM fired and assisned 
to companjes to maintain equal strength. Replacements were trans­
ported to the field via supply helicopter. 

(2) There were no difficulties in the administration of 
casualty reportinf. S~l representatives were placed at all 
nearby medical facilities to insure prompt reportinge This 
proved especially beneficial for direct liaison with medical 
faci Ii ties e.t Dong Ha. tJNCLAsstrIE'tY 

[IDm©~&$~~~~~lID 
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10 Navy Corpsman participated in connection with their 
respective companies o 

2. Types of injuries: 

a o Gunshot and shrapnel 

bb Skin Disorders=Bacterial and Fungal, warm water 
lrlllllersion 

Co Mal ar1 a, recurrent and falciparurl1 

do Gastric intestinal upsets, recurrent amoebiasis, 
non specific bacillary dysentery 

eo Psychiatric 

fo Burns from exploding cartridge and rocket back 
blasto 

3. De.:i.ly foot care should be stressed. Foot sores which 
require up to 2 weeks to correct can be prevented. 

13. ~~L~29.~~~nt a!2~~chnisrn~~. 

None 

1L~ ~ C orrJ]n~Q£~!:'§' a!2~L'l~~.§. 0 

The combat effectiveness of this Battalion was enhanced 
con~iderably durin~ our participation in Operation OCEOLA. Not 
ouly were we refurbished logistically and personnel-wise during the 
period but the combat capabilities of the Battalion improved daily 
throueh training and experience. 

• 
We received hundreds of replacements in November and December 
including, many key personnel 0 These newly arrived unit leaders 
and troopers alike received invaluable training and experience 
from the numerous small unit operations and patrols that took place 
during Operation OOEOLA, 

Enemy contact ranr;inf; from liGht to medium was constant through~ 
out the neriod. A steaayimprovement in the tactical employment 
of our uni ts was evident as the weeks progressed. The tactice.l 
s1 tuation a.nd the pacification program around the Ai Tu Air .. Base 
improved considerably in two months time. When we first arrived 
at Ai Tu~ contacts with the VC and mining and booby-trap incidents 
were numerous. Bandit country was considered to be out a few 
hundred meters west of Hif:,hway #1 e 

:. our perimeter around the airbase expanded we 
(J0CUPY more cround. \'Ie also sent out companies 
for the enemy & 'l'hese operations and long range 
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~offbalance and pushed him well away from the airfield complexo 

, emy contacts and incidents were reduced significantly during the 
1 atter s tar,es of the oper'ation~ as our uni ts became accus tomed to 
Ole torrain and the enemy j.n the areas we manuevered and employed 
our sut>porting arms more effecti.vely. 

Our miljtary progress brought about an improvement in our relation­
ship with the Vietnamese civilians in the Ai Tu area. We worked 
hard in our efforts to win these people over and with the help 
of Vietnamese Authorities and U. S. Advisors g our pacification 
program met with huge success. 

I look for the coming weeks to bring about even more significant 
improvements in the tactical anu pacification situation in the 
area. The progress made by the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines is only 
the beginninel 

N) ... J\')j~. 
'clfARLES W 0 KN . 
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