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SECTION I 

• 
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA INCLUDING ATTACHMENTS _._ .. _ .. _....-_-- - ----

1 0 R.~?i..BlLaJ..~2.rd.L_ocati..s..12. This report covers the period from 
1-29 F'ebruar·y 19'ba:-1>uring this period, elements of Battallon 
IJb.nding Team 2/4 participated in Operstio'n LANCASTER II under the 
OPCOH of the Fourth Marine Regirrlent o 

ColtllYlo.ncing on 1 February 1968, BLT 2/4 ( .. )~ consisting of the 
Alfa Commund Group with E,F I and G companies was assilned s.n are&. 
of OnerHtions northwest of Camp Carroll, Carn Lo District, Quang 
Tri Provi nee, in the vicinity of YD 037558 "Ii th responsibility 
for the security of the bridge sites at YD 026562 and 043566. 
BLT 2/4's mlssion WbS to conduct extensive patrolling and ambush 
activities to deny the enemy access to the area south of the C8lll 
Lc' River·. 

On OlOS30H February, BLT 2/4 commenced movement north from Camp 
Carrol1. to the C&m Lo River, estD.blishing defensive positions at 
the two bridge sites and Hill 91 (YO 035557). Extensive patrolling 
and mdbush activit~es wele besun. On 02 February 196J, Company 
G WuS chopped to 2d Battalion, 9th Harines, West of CEllO Lo District 
Headquarters, ror oporations. 

The JvIorter Bflttery ("W/3/12) l •. oved from />. .. 3 to Camp Carroll to 
Supnort BLT 2/4 operations. Hotel Battery, with it's l05mm 
Howi tzers WEI.S emplaced at Dong He. a.nd au~.mented 3dBn, 12th Marines o 

BLT 2/4 Tan~~s and Arntrac platoons were under the OPCOl~ of the 1st 
luntracBn opcYCtting in support of BLT 3/1 in Operation SALINE. 

The Ontos of CoA 5thATBn moved from C-3 to Cam Lo ~nd merged with 
Tusk Force Robbie (3dl1arDi v Reserve) 0 

2. N~e/Rank of ~~~ding Offioer~~~ and Prinoipal Subord­
inate T=ZO billet Assignments e 

Corm'Janding Officer' 
Executive Officer 
S-l 
S~·2 

S-3 

S-4 

to 18Feb68 
Fr 19Feb68 

Supnly Officer 
COilolilunic£. tions Officer 
Motor Transport Officer 
}\ledical Officer 
Chaplain 

LtCo1 W .. WltISE 
Maj C. W. KNAPP 
lstLt R. L. MOIiRIS 
Capt R. J. MURPHY 
Maj A. Po BRILL 
Maj G. H. WARP-EN 
Capt L. L. FOREHAND 
lstLt S. D. POHICHTEF. 
lstLt R. L. KLAUER 
2dLt D. H. NEFF 
Lt F. P. LILLIS USN 
Lt S. J. HABIBY USN 
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Dental Offi oer 

H&S Corr:pany 
E.CoIDotJ.ny 
l~ Company 
G COrrloany 
H Compa.ny 

Attfl0hmer..ts. 

Battery H, 3dBn, 12th Marines 
.HortDr ):)&ttery, 3dBn, 12th Marines 
De~~ HqBn, 3dMLrCiv 
lstPlt, CoA, 5thTkBn 
ls t}'l t, CoA, 5thATBn 
4thl)lt, CoB, lstAliiT:>acBn 
2dPlt, CoB, 3dEngrBn 
3dPl t, CoO, 3<iI1TBn 
lsUl t, CoO, 3dSPBn 
Logistic Suprort Unit, FLC 
lstPlt j CoD, 3dReconBn 
Clea.riug PIt, CoD, 5thl1edBn 

• 
Lt N. R. DIEhS USN 

lstLt E. S. DAWSON 
Olp t J 0 ED LIVINGSTOn 
lstLt M. H. GAVLICK 
Capt M. S. VARGAS 
Ca.pt J. L. WILI,IAMS 

Capt OONL.ON 
Capt SULLIVAN 
18 tLt 1)~\vKINS 
lstLt KANE 
2d.Lt SMITH 
2dLt NOKE . ''' .. ' 
2dLt HANIL'1'ON 
Is tLt FJ.u s'.[' 
2dLt OOOHILL 
lstLt DESlTARLAIS 
lstI,t HUTER 
Lt JOHNSON USN 

fP)~©IlJl$$~WO~@ 

p~.mFi!)' 
-'~.!'~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

-.> :~ .t 

·1 



'I 

r 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
PERSONNEL AND ADI'lINISTRATION 

Period: 01 to 29 February 1968 

1. Personnel 
a. The average monthly strength during the period:' 

OFF 
ENL 

USMC 
b3 
1652 

USN , 
88 

b. Critical NOS's and rank deficiencies have been closely 
moni tored and reC)ues ted. 

c. The following number of personnel were transferred durj'ng 
the month: 

OFF 
ENI· 

USHC 
~ 

116 

USN 
---0 

o 

d. The followi ne: number of personnel were joined during 
the month: 

e. 

OFF 
ENL 

USMC 
~ 

190 

USN 
(5 

2 

The following cs.sual ties were incurred during this period: 

KIA - 10 
WIA - 59 
DCJvI - 0 

MIA - 0 
WIANE - 39 
DISEASE .. 10 
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SECTION III ---_ ... ---._--------
lltr.J.LL IG Ei~ CE 

The enemy order of battle can be suu~arized by stating that 
elements of the 320th Division and the 164th Artillery Regiment 
rema.i n nor·th of the Cam Lo Ri vel' 6 There have been ropcrts of 
their moving, however, they still remain within BLT 2/4 AOo 

The:t'e have been 14 significant contacts wi th the enemy sinoe 
1 Feb 1968 0 A contact is defined as an actual exohange of S/A 
fire. Additionally, eight supporting arms missions were oalled 
on actual enemy slfhtine:s. Route #9 in 2/4's P.O has had nlne 
r'lining incidents since 1 Feb 1968. There have also been instamas 
of booby trapping; namely, the enemy probing attempts seem cal­
culcted to acquire our claymore mines and trip fla.res. 

The enemy has been en~aeed in units ranging from 1 or 2 men to 
pla.toon size. Tbey are well-equipped with AK .. 47'a, flak jackets, 
helmets, and chicom "hell boxes". 

In sum, the enemy's mission seems to be one of reconnaissanoe thru 
contact. Hhile the bulk of his forces remain north of the Cam Lo 
River, select grouns of sniper/demo/sa.ppers have been operating 
in an interdiction-ha.rra.ssing role in the immediate Camp Carroll 
area. EC'uipment captured included 3 AK-47 I s, one RPD LlVli, 
assorted 782 eear, 14 chicom grenades and one "hell box". 

2/4 fccounted for 35 NVA (Confirmed) with 7 friendly killed 
(p1 us 1 NBC). . 
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SECTION IV 

OPEHATIONS AND TRAINlli~ 

1 () ~p.~ciaLQ.RE?L.~.!.~ 

a. During the neriod 01 to 29 February 1968 the BLT 2/4 (-) 
participated in O':"erntion LANC1~STER II ncar CrunpCalroll. In 
SUpnolt of the 4th Marines, BLT 2/4 conducted extensive patrol and 
ambush activities while safeguarding LOC's and vital bridge sites 
on National R't #9. Prior to the arrival of BLT 2/4 the NVA had 
easy access to the Camp Csr~oll access road and National Rt#9 
south of the Cam Lo River. 

ht 2315H, 4 February 1968 a squad sl~e ambush pstrol encountered 
a large enemy force of undetormined size at coordinates~YD 040566. 
A fierce fire fisht took place. As the fire fight developed, 
60W.l s.nd t3lmm lViortars as well as l05mm Artillery fire was called 
in. A reaction force sunnorted by one tank was dispatohed o When 
the reAction force arrived at the scene of the action the enemy 
broke contact. A se~rch of the enemy position revealed large 
pools of blood as well as NVA geEr. 2 Marines were killed and 
4 Hounded while 4 NVJ .. weroe killed. 

Lgain on 9 February 1963 a squad Size patrol from E Company 
suprised a reinforced NVb platoon waiting in ambus.h along Highway 
#9 (YD 047568). The NVA had wire communications with the north 
bank of the Cmil Lo River and were apparently wai tine; in 
wlbush for a friendly convoy coming from Dong Ha. The squad 
il111,ledi a tely' engaged the enemy. A reaction platoon was dispatched 
and upon its arrival at the scene of the action the NVJ. attempted 
to breaK contnct. SuP'Oorting ar'ma was called in on the retre'ating 
enemy. 5 Marines were killed, ~ wounded, Medevacs. l2~1~VA were 
confirmed killed o 3 hK-47 automatic weapons, 1 RPG Machine 
gun, 11 Chicom grenades and miscellaneouo 782 gear was capturedo 
Jlfter the above listed actions no significant NVJ~ forces were 
encountered south of the Orun Lo river in the BLT 2/4 AO. 

2Q .'!'!...~nso 

a. Operational commitments and the lack of si(nificant enomy 
ar-ti vi ty provided ample oPPO.l'.tuni ty for II in country" training of 
ell arms. Through necessity, trainine periods, classes, etc o 

were conducted on the sma.ll unit level witb practical application 
as the final examination. The presence of NVA forces and the 
continued threat of his sunporti ne) arms demanded a ttenti veness 
and ensured participation. 

b~ Training in Scouting and Pa~rolling was accomplished by 
assJgnine. squad lesders of rifle squads to ac~ompany patrol inserts 
from the Recon Platoon. This enabled the equad leaders to observe 
tho proper Trlethods of patl"ollln€; and acquire practical experience 
\v~ich he can psss l~n~~,n.,£~~· prectice while leading squad 
s~ze p£l.tl"ols., gl.!P1!.ID~~DJj'lJgt!!JllCLASSI'n:rJ ENCLOSDRE (1) 
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SECTI01~ V 

LOGISTICS __ a ... ..-.. ... _ 

Inclement weather is the biggest problem encounterod in having 
the re-supryly flown ashore o As a result of not having this 
transportation our re··supply was handirappeds On several occasions 
supnlies have b.-en stDged for three to four days, awaiting a break 
in the weather. The wido dispersion of troops h~s also ll!ade it 
difficult to keep up with ilie timely re-supnly of individual 
companies/units in the fieldo 

Request~for re-supply were being reoeived from the field often 
times, after the 1500 deadline, making it very dfficult for the 
LSU narsonnel to get the proper information from the supnly 
section (wei£,ht and cube), in time to place a frae, commitment 
to the SLF'-3 prior to 18000 This si tU£1tion has been partially 
remedied by hnvinf~ the next days re-supply request sent in by 1300 
the previous day for the followine:, day, so as to ascertain more 
timely support, weather pormittlne,. 

Problol"s were oxperienced in the area of transportation of 
supnlies from FLC to Tien Shau Ramp, this has been corr-ected by 
off loading one M-35 (LSU) with driver to transport all sup~lles 
to the rE~p and provide any transportation for personnel on 
official business ashore. 
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SECTION VI 

COHNUNICJ\TIONS - ELECTRONICS 

During the month of Fobrual;Y/19"9-8,,:2d Battalion, 4th 11r.¥iiles 
encountered few probl-ems concei'ning' cOrrlPlunications. T~'e I>RC-25 
continues to be the finest piece of con~unications ses~ the 
1\1ari ne Corps bas had in years. . 

Whip tntennas, AT-27l's, remain in shOl't surmly End the handset 
R-189 tend to bre~k more easily than the older model H-138. 

The coordination of frequencies th!'ough the 3d Marine Division 
.orea is sti~l a problem with mutual interference being the main' 
'trouble spot,.. Due to ship movements in the ARG h<;>1.Q.ing area, 
UHF Communications suffered when distances excee'ded 25 miles 
frolfl the relay .si te Elt Dong Ha. 

There were nosecuri ty violations repo!'ted during the' month of 
Feb:t:'u~:ry .Th~ cor"munications platoon is short the following 
personnel) 

1 Messure 6~ri~er Chief 2549 
6 i'Jirernf)n 2511 
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SEOTION VII 

.;;..F~IRE~.;;;;.S.:;;.;UP;..;P-.;O;;;.;.lil OOORDINATI QH 

Artillery - 122 
81's 105 

Artillery - 156 
81's 90 

Artillery - 218 
81's 295 

,I 

Total Rounds Expended: Artille:ry - 2110 HE 
116 WP 

.3 HO Smoke 
6 ILL 

2295 Rda 

81'a ... 2696 Hl!."'M 
11 WP 

~ 
ILL 

Re~rks 

Artillery - 13 Confirmed 
81 l s - 4 Oonfirmed 

------------------------~) \, . 
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SECTION VIII 

AIR __ ~'y'PPORT 

1Q During the period 01 to 29 February 1968, the following 
air support wes provided BLT 2/4. 

eo Medevec Missions 
b ~ C&C Flights 
tS.. CAS 

(1) Armed Gunships 
(2) Fixed Wing CAS 
(3) AO 

do Amain and Troop Lifts 

12 
4 
2 
2 

37~ 

______________________________________________ J 
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SECTION IX 

MEDICAL AND DENTAL - - ... ----- ---
1. Significant Events - None 

20 NeH Develonments - None 

3. Problem Areas - None 

4. Average daily number of patients seen 
'l'otal number of patients for February 1968 

10 
310 

5. Number of referrals to NSA, Danang, USS REPOSE and 
USS SANCTUARY 48 

6. Routine Complaints 
(a) Diearrhea 
(b) URI 
(c) Dermatitis 
(d) EENT 
(e) Venereal Disease 
(f) Immersion Foot 
(g) Others 

7. Sif,nificant Disease to the area 
(a) Malaria. 
(b) FDO 

8. Humber of Energ,encies TOTAL 

(a) Burns 5 
(b) Lacerations 0 
(c) Heat Ce.sual ties 0 
( d) Shrapnel \vounds 40 
(e) Gunshot vvounds 33 
(f) Others 45 

EVAC KIA 

5 0 
0 0 
0 0 

38 2 
23 10 
45 0 

9. J~~unizations and Prophylactics administered 
Dental Referrals 

10. Officers - included in total count 
(a) Officers seen at sick call 
(b) Evacuated with sh~apnel wounds 

DOvl 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
40 

200 

3 
2 

_________ ........... --------------J 
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SECTION X 

CHAPLAn~ SUPPORT 

• 
........... .....~ 

1. Name: Samir Jamil HABIBY, Lt, CHC, USNR 
20 Jevine Services 

Protestant 
Roman Catholic 
Lay Reader Roman 
TOTAL 

No o of services 

~ 
Catholic ~ 

Attendanoe 
500 
137 
.J..J..Q 
717 

do It is important to note th)at during this month the BLT Chap. "~tl~ 
lain ministered only to the BLT ("'" Two line Companies and . .;lI.ilJ;I ... 
attachments operated wlth other Battalions o This accounts for 
the drop in attendance at devine services from that of January. 

3. Holy Baptism 2 

4. Counselling Services 54 
5. Red Cross Cases 12 

6. Hospital (beds) 70 

7. Brig Visits (III MAF Danang) 6 

8. The BLT Chaplain spent most of February in the field with 
the BLT (-) 

9. 'I'liD Orders to visit sick, wounded, and brig. 

The BLT Chaplain visited the following places. 

a. NSA Hospital, Danang 
b. III 11AF Brig, Danang 
CO USS Repose, Danang Harbor 
d, Air Force Hospital, Cam Ranh Bay 
e. U.S. frmy Convalascence Hospital, Carn Ranh Bay 
f. Sick Bay, USS IWO JINA 

The assistance and cooperation rendered the BLT Chaplain by the 
III MAF C:haplain at Danang and by the Chaplains at each of the 
COllilrlands enabled the BLT Chaplain to accomplish his mission wi th 
gy·eat speed and ease. 

10. The Chaplains attached to the PbIBRON 3 ships continue to be 
most cooperative and helpful. They have been ministering to BLT 
personnel in the Rear, and the IWO JIMA Chaplain has been providing 
the spiri tual coverage for the SLF Sts.ff and Air Squadron while 
the BLT Chaplain is in the field with the Alpha Command Group. 

,1 

j 
!, l' 
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11. Gifts from interested friends, individuals anq organizations 
continue to be received by the BLT C~aplain's Offioe. They are 
then distributed to BLT Personnel. ", 

12. The Memorial Service was interdenomination~l with Ch~plains 
from Protestant, ROnlan Catholic and Jewish persuasions. 

13. F&ci1ities and Transportation were adeq~ate 

----------__ ~~~~ ______ --__ --__ -----------J 
DECLASSIFIED 

. , , 

.( 



r 

DECLASSIFIED , • 
SEC'I'ION XI 

PROBLEl>1S BNCOUNTERED AnD LESSONS LEARNED 
d I 

During the p~riod 1 to 29 Fabru~ry 1968 BLT 2/4 was c~llad upon 
to operate with one half tho no~mal nameuve~ elements due to 
fr&(~entation of the BLT. This save rise to many tactical 
problems, the roost se~ious of whioh was m8.1ntainin~ 8. proper 
defensive posture and still having ~nough troops left to patrol 
and sweep the assi~ned Area of Operations. In o~der to tree 
sufficient troops to effectively cover the a~ea of Operations it 
is first necessary to develon a patrol base strong enough to 
withstand ground ElsSElult,' yet one thEl.t requires a. minimum of 
troops •. This decision must be made early in the opoN::tion to 
fortify your defensive pOSitions with bunkers and barbed wire, 
pl€..ns laid and work stnrted i..r(ledi&toly. The strenf'.thening of 
the nosition enablos fower men to cover a greater dofensive area 
and more men &1"0 freed for sweeps Bond patrols. J~€sress1 vo po. trol­
inL &nd use of supporting anns CEl.n compensate for lack of number-sf 

Whon de tachi nf., n compa ny size o~ sm&ll er uni t to opel" a to wi th 
~motho:r be.ttf..l:LOn the unit cOll!lrlandor' who is beine detached needs 
certnin inforlnation which should be obtoined by his parent battalio 
prior to his detachment. He JllUst know the radio frequencies and 
brevity codes of the battnlion he is going to, he should have a 
frof', order from his adopted battE,lion which is specific in nature 
outlinin€', such things ns adjacent units, fire sUflport avall~ble, 
lo[istic&l sup~ort, locnl ground rules and last but not 
lecst specifics of the enemy ai tuation. The fir'st few hours that 
u "b~stl:l.rd1\ unit is with an unfruniliar parent are the most 
vulnerable 8.nd thecomrnandershould have enough information 
avnilsble for an easy trnnsition, Both his parent and adopted 
bat(.;nlion should tr.ke extreme care in coordinating the detachment/ 
Bottncbmunt to avoid confusion and needless casualties, 
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