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SECTION I .
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA INCIUDING ATTACHMENTS

Communding Officer LtCol L, A, RANN
Exceutive Officcer Mo} C. W, KNAPP
S~1 To 19Augb8 1stlLt T. E. TANZEY

Fr 20Augb8 CW02 V. ZUBRISKI
S-2 Capt J. He RUTLFR
S=3 Maj R, G. LFIDICH
Supply Officer 1stLt J. D, CLARKE
Communications Officer 1stLt P, J. MCELVINNEY

Motor Transport Officcr To 19Augb8 1stLt D. HB. NEFF
Fr 20Augbl 1st W. G, HOGSON

Mcdical Officer LT F. P. MURPHY USN
Chaplain LT M. P, WILLARD USN

Dental Officer To 13Augb8 LT J., C. GABUS USK

Company Commanders T Nk

H&S Company To 21lAvgb8 1stLt S, M, LOVE
Fr 22Augb8 1stLt B, V, TAYLOR

EF Company Capt E, O, MASSMAN

F Company Capt R. J. MURPHY

G Compuny Capt J. M. DWYER

H Company Capt N. J. LADUCA

Attcehmonts (Transferred to porent unit on date Yndicated)

BtryH,3dBn,12thMarines (14Augbl) Capt E. C. BROWN
MortarBtry,3dBn,12thMarinos (WAugbB) 1stLt €. S. PIAZZA
D¢ t,HaBn, 3dMarDiv (16Aug68) lstLt J, L. PHILIPP
lstPlt,CoA,StthBn(luAu368g lstLt R, D. SMITH
1stP1t,CoA,5thATBNn (13Aug68 1stLt H, F. LINDFELT
l}thP1t,CoB, 1stAmtrachn(13Aup68) 1lstLt F. E. COX
L4thP1t,CoB, 3dEngrBn(154ug68 1stlt P, S. HAMILTON
3dP1t,CoC,3dHTBn(19Au368§ Capt J. I'. BRUCH
1latP1t,CoC,3dSPBn(16Sugbt) Capt J. R. COGFILL
Log Suppsrt Unit, FIC(15Aug6B) 1stlLt J. R. WHITWORTH
1stPlt,CoD,3dRcconBn (15Augb8) 1stLt C. W, MUTER

ClearingPlt,CoD,5thMedRn(13Augbt) LT D, F. FCHOLS USK
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PERSONNY'L, AND ADMINISTRATION

Period: Ol to 31 August 1968
l, a, The averoge monthly stroength during the period ¢

USMC USN
OFF . Y ] -z
ENL 1005 65

b, Critical MOS's and yonk defieicneics have beon
¢loscly monitored and roquested,

ce Thce following number of personncl were transforred
during the period:

USMC USN
OFF B 14 B
TNL 415 30

d., The following number of personnol were joincd during
the period:

USMC USN
OFF L )
ENL U1 12

e, The following coasualtics werc incurrcd during the
period:

KIA ~ 10 MIA = 0 INJURFD - 39
WIA = 443 WIANE ~ 28 DOI -0
DOW = 1 DISFASE « 9 OTHFR =~ 0
DECLASSIFIED
L ENCLOSURE (1)
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the month of August, BLT 2/4(-) concluded
Oporation CANTON II and resumed normal operations from
Firebase CATES. The first six days of the month saw a
continuation of the split commend of the BLT, The Alpha
Command Group and Companies F, G, snd H were operating in
conjunction with 1lst Battalion, Lth Marines in Operation
CANTON II. The Bravo Command Group retained control of
Company E and H&S Company units in and around Firebase CATES;
als», Company M 3/4 was placed OPCON to the Bravo Command
Group at CATES, Later, as enemy contact in each command's
respective areas necessitated the committment of more forces,
the Alpha Command assumed OPCON of Company D 1/4, and a
Provisional Battery of artillery consisting.of three (3)
105mm howitzers and three (3) 107mm morters, and the Bravo
Commend assumed OPCON of Company G 2/9 and Company B 1/4.

There were tws minor enemy contacts during the first
week of August. The first contact was an NVA ground etteck
on the platoon from Company E located at H{Il 950 on 2 Aug
1968. This attack was in keeping with the enemy's general
plan of harrassment tactics, The second eontact on 6 Aug
1968 was an attack on Compeny G 2/4 and also could be classsed
as o harrassing/delaying attack, The rest »f the contaots o
were light probes along defensive perimeters and mortar/ o
srtillery attacks. At 130700H Aug 1968 the BLT was chobpped
ADCON to the 3rd Marine Division and re-designated Second
Rattalion, Lth Marines at that time. All of the attechments
that had belonged to the BLT were chopped bsck to their
parent units by 19 Aug 1968,

During the latter half of the month, the battalion contin-
ued normal operations from CATES in conjunction with the
assigned mission, The Lth Marines ordered that another
firebase be built on Hill 832 (XD 973447) for the 4e2"
mortars. Company E moved to Hill €32 on 17 Aug 1968 and ..
began to develpp the position., Later, on 25 Aug 1968 Company
G relievcd Company E esnd continued to develop this position
with the 4.2" Mortar Battery. The remainder of the
bottolion's units continued construction on the existing
defensive positions,

There were no wmajor enemy contacts during the last half
of August. The enemy centered his activityaround two of the
bottalion's positions -- the Company H position on Hill 691
and the Company F position on the 950/1015 hill complex. The
nein activity was around Compeny F. Numerous sightings of
NVA and artillery/mortar attacks were received by Company F.
These attacks were neither heavy nor sustained; they appeared
to be a continustion of the harrassment policy of the NVA,

The NVA also continued to probe both these pogitions at night
from time to time. The probes seemed to be & testing of the
defenses and a further continuation of harrassment.
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At the end of the month the battalion contimmed to prepare
defensivo pnsitions with the keynote being the weathersproofing
of the bunkers before the monsoons, Ageressive small unit
patrolling was continued by all units in comjunction with
the preparation of the cdefensive positions.
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PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

01 Aug 1968

At 1545H, o platoon patrol from Company H spottcd 3 NVA
at XD 903504. The patrol opened fire, killing 2 NVA, Shortly
aftcr the contact, the patrol found a bunker complex containing
scveral ftems of U.S, typo 782 gear and 6 60rm mortar rounds.
At 1925H, an active rocket sitc was obsorved by an FO at
XD 893526, Counter-battery fire was called, but becousc
of the proximity of ansthor unit the fire was delaycd, Alr
strikcsdworo finally cnlled and 1 sccondary explosion was
observed,

02 Aug 196f

At 0230H, the platoon from Company F on Hill 950 beard
movement on thelr lincs, At 0330H, this unit ecamc undor
attack and begon receiving incoming grenades and 60mm mortar
firc, The westorn end of the perimcter, closcst to the 1Z,
was ovorrun at O0345H. The lincs were quieckly ro-cstablished,
cutting off the LZ. During tho initial phasc of .thc cnomy |
attack, gronadcs, mortars, and small arma fire weore uscd by
the enomy., At O500H tho attack bogan to faltor and the :
platoon from Company I hac cloared’ thrir pasition of the onemy,
The 60rmm mortars wore fired into the area just below the 172
and by 0600K the original lincs had beon re-¢stablished
around tho poriretcr. The platoon sustained 6 KIA and 11 WIA,
and they found 5 NVA KIA and 3 onomy individual weapons. A
further cheek revealed that tho wire around tho areat ad bcon
cut and 1llumination dcvices deactivated, Blood trails and
scveral documents were also found, Later, as & UH=-1F hell-

gopter landed on the LZ at Hill 950, the unit rccelved 3

ncoming rounds believed to have come from a direcet firc
weapon, An A0 was called on s tation and an g tillcry wission
wos ¢ alled »n the suspecoted positisn, Another platson from
Comgan F, whilc nn patr»nl, discovered an 21d harbor site &¢
XD 895455, The sitc conteinecd 3 bunkcrs and migcellanesus
cooking pear, At 1630H, the BLT assumed@ OPCON of Company D YA
At 1015H, Company G at XD 887&26 rovorted taking hcow y rocket
incoming from ap erca XD 894528, Company G hed susteined 7
WIA ot this timo, The ineoming startcd egain at 19008, and
Company @ pcoei,@d 1 mope rogket rounds and sustaiped 2

morc WIAt'se, At 2120H, the 2nd Plagoosn of Qompany E heard

novement oh their lines on Hill 679 and fircd their 60mm

nwtors, wsing jlluminetiosn and HE,

' - “Wm)
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03 Aug 1968

At 0120H, Company E on Hill 691 had a trip flore set
off at the northern end of their perimeter, A hand
11lumination grenade was thrown and M=79 rounds were fired
at suspected targets, A check at first light produced
nerrative results, A platoon on Hill 679, from Company E,
on a check at first light, discovered several trees lying
across the concertina and claymores turned toward the
lines, Compeny G 2/9 was chopped OPCON to BLT 2/4(-)
at 1200H. At 1230H, during the change of units on ¥ill
950, the position begoan receiving incoming mortors and
troop-carrying helicopters began receiving cutomatic
wcapons fire, Artillery was fired into the suspected
mortar and AA site and an A0 was scnt to check the erea,
Company G 2/9 sustainec 3 WIA, Company G 2/9 sent & patrol
to investigate the area where the onti-aircraft fire was
suspected of coming from. The patrol found & well-used
trail and miscellaneous NVA pear, The gear was left
untouched because of possible booby-traps., At 1930H,
an NVA radio message was monitored and nll uscful infor-
mation was posscd to the Lth Marines intelligen»s section,
At 2205H, Compeny E heard movement in the treelirs azar
thoir defensive wire on Hill 691. 1-79's were i ircd at
the suspected movement,

O Aug 1968

The unit from Compzny E on Hill 679 had severcl trip’
flares sct off and heard hesvy movement along their wiro.
Grenades were t hrown sand 60mm mortar and artillery i1llum-
ination were fired, At OBLLOH both Company G and Company A
H received ) rounds of light artillery incoming from XD faLE
E84E27. Counterbattery fire was called., At 1515¥, Conipany Ay
G 2/9 received 1 round of 60mm mortar fire while s
helicopter was on the LZ at Hill 950, ILater, a patrsl o
from Comoany G 2/9 found what appeared to be the assembly RS 4
drca for the cnemy'!s e ttock osn tho Hill 950 position on '
2 Aug 1968, Assorted NVA gear and ordnamce were also
found, At 1730R, Compecny F discovered a larre cache of
enemy weapons and ordnance under the false boattams »f 7
huts. The pear of intelligence value was sent to the Lth
Marines, and the r emainder of the ordnencec was destroyed,
The total welght of the cache was estimated to he 20 tons.
At 2145H, 4 -5 enemy were svotted near the lines at
Firebase CATFS, and o 60mm mortar missisn was fircd,
Compary Etfs positisn on Hill 691 als» had movement on the o
lines shortly aftor the movoment at CATES. A check of . =
Company E's lines in the morning revealed 9 larce cuts: in C
their wire. These were repairec, ' ‘

° phRs T ED
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05 Aug 1968

Company G 2/9 neceived 3 rounds »f 60mm mortar
inenmming again while o choppor was on the L2, The rounds
vwere believed to have come from XD 834445, Later, &
patrol from Company G 2/9 discovered two small bunker R
complexes = one at XD 846454 and one at XD 849453. These L
were destroyed, Commany G 2/, while moving, found i
o small bunker complex at XD 890499 containing & pproxe F&f“

|

imately 100 rounds of 12.7mm ammo. The bunkers wore

destrayed along with the ammo, Later, a patrnl from the

BLT's Recom Platoon, supported by Companies ¢ and H,

searched a suspected rocket site, vicinity 89352l, with
negative results, At 23208, the BLT received Lth Marines

Frag Order - the BLT was to assume OPCON »f Company B 1/4 n
oand retain OPCON »f Company G 2/9 until 071200H Aug 1968,

Again, shortly after cark, there was enemy movement

around the unit from Company E on Hill 679, A check at

first light produced negative results,

06 Aug 1968

At O418H, Company G 2/4 at XD 8861:96 came unlsr a heavy
ground attack from the northwest, Thc NVA initinied the
attack with small arms and RPG rockebs, Cowmpany ! sustaine
ed I} KIA and 6 WIA, A thorough searcch of the arca of
contact in the morning revealed miscellanesus enwwy gear
and orlnance; however, there were n» enemy bodien, At
11304, Company G 2/l was 1lifted t» VANDFGRIFT Combat Base
and the Alpha Command Group snd Company H were h:1ili{ted
to Firebase CATES. Company M 3/t and Company D 1/4 were
chopped OPCON to their parent units, "At Y505H, Cuspray F 24
was 1lifted to VANDEGRIFT for rehab, Company B /4 romained
OPCON t» BLT 2/4(-) until 071200KE Aug 1968, Operatinn
CANTON II terminated on this date, and the BIT resumed
its normal sperations in the SCOTLAND II 4O,

07 Avg 1968

At 0131H, the Company E unit on Hill 679 receivad
several incoming Chicom grenades, and the lines tennd
heavy movement and the noise of a tactical radin, Artil~ -
lery, @lmm and 60mm mortars were fired in support o7 tho
unit, At 1115H, the Commandant of the Marine Corps visited o
Firobase CATES and presented awards t» several of ithe BITs
personnel, At 1515H, Company G 2/9 was chopped (PCON to
its parent unit., At 1700F, flashes bellieved t» have been
rockets were sbserved at XD E83535 (Hill 792). A L.2"
mrtar missi-n was called »n the target and o sec-ndary
explosion was observed., Artillery and air strikes were
als» run on the target.,. Two NVA radis transmissions were
mMmitored at sporoximately 2100H, The S+ rear nicked up
an NVA stati-n sn their net, and an interpreter said that

9 | ZNCLOSIRE. (L
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the NVA wore talking absut an attack »n Com Lo that nlght.
Alss, Cormpany E pilcked up NVA voices nn their net. 4n
effort was made tn persuade the NVA t» surrender; however,
this produced negntive results., At 2205H, an LP from
Company E on Hill 691 received on incming grenade and
nbserved a moving figure. The LP returned fire, but the
figure sucessfully made his escape. Movement was also
Cetected on the lines at Firebase CATES. An M-26 grenade
was thrown and movement ceased,

08 Aug 1968

Company F 2/, was 1lifted int» the Hill 950 positi-n at
1300H. Company F had the mission t» search, fix, and
destroy tho enemy in the BHill 950 comnlex west of the 85
grid line. The 1ift was c¢omplete at 1.05H, Company B 1/4
had the mission to search, fix, and destroy the enemy in
the Fill 1015 complex east o»f the 85 grid 1line. Company G
was to continue the development of Firebase CATFS. Cormpany
H was t» assume resnonsibility for the develsrpwsri of e
Hills 691 and 950. At 1530H, Compamy F, while -n peipnl, e
Tound s-ome booby-trapped U.S, type 782 gear, Tris geac L
was destroyed in place, :

09 Aug 1968
Compang F was helilifted int> the BL1ll 613 (x1. Foh=8)
at 1300F with tho missi~n t-» prepare strong defer:ive
positions, develop IZ's, and patrsl throughout the zres. 1r

10 Aup 1968

At 1535H, three Marines from Company E were vouncol ; ‘
whén a broby-trapped M-26 grenade was tripped, 1% wao ' .
felt that this was left by the provious friendly uvusit. A
scarch was ¢ onducted to discover if there were anymore :
»f these devices in the area, A Company E patrnl found
2 bamboy aiming stakes at XD 9274ll that were »ointsd at
tho 106 recollless rifle positisns, The aiming stakes were
removed and sent in for evaluetion, While registcring .
NDF with 60mm mortars, Company F had a round lenc ioside
thoeir perimoter injuring 3 Marines, The rouné wae f
affected by the hipgh wind from the northwest. '

11 Aug 1968

At 1230F, Company H on Hill 691 spotted I NVA in a §
treeline ot XD 926452, Both 60mm and &lmm mortars were

1° gD
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fired with gnnd target ooverage. At 1PL4SH, the platoon
from Company ¥ »n Hill 950 received § rounds of 60mm

mortar fire during a resupnly operation. 41l of the

rounds landed outside the perimeter., Two artillery
missiong wore fired and gunships were called in to work

the suspected enomy position, Company B 1/l bepan a
helilift at WU15E; however, snly twn platoons were lifted
and the third was forced to remain in the Hill 950 nosition
t> be extractrd at a later date, The lith Marines als»o e
laid the requirement sn the BLT t» develop Hill 832 1
(XD 873445) as a h.2" mortar firebase, b

12 _Aug 1968
At 1915H, Company H observed 5 NVA moving nefth at

XD 9568459, 4An artillery mission was fired with gond
coverage,

13 Aug 1968

BLT 2/i (=) wos ADCON to the 3rd Marind Divisi-~u o%
O700H and was re-designated as the Second Battolicr,
Fourth Marines at that time,

U -15 Aug 1968 . i
There was mo enemy contact during this pericc of ithin,

All units of the battalion continued with their «:s;zncd

missions and develoned their respective defensive »aitiana,

16 Aug 1968

At 2200H, Company W intercepted a radio transmie:si-n
(freq 75,30) from an NVA Captain who said he wants3 &
surrendér, He said that he was afraid to approach *as
friendly position bocause he thought he would be stat.,
Efforts were made to coax him in, but transmission wag
broken., A patrol found a hammor oand a bag of rice i o
XD 891439, The scont of fish being cooked was alg: R
detected but soon lost., The gear was left untoucivd o :
&8 it sppeared to be booby-trapped,

17 Aug 1968

A requost was sent to the Lth Marinos that fou- Nidts
and ‘four SID's be made aveilsble for the batta icr 'z wsse
&t CATES. Engineer support was requested from the Lth
Merines. At 2330m, Company H at their defensive perimeter
on Hill 691 heard movoment and what might have been the
sound of wire being cut. Both 60mm and 8lmm mortars fired
missions into the suspected area of movement.

11 0 5&“&)
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18 Aug 1968

The area where Company H heard moverent on the
previous night was searched thoroughly. There were
negative results, The L th Marines sent a message that
all thrust pointe wore compromised and that new thrust:
points were forthcoming.

19 Aug 1968

. New thrust points were sent from the Lth Marines

ehd went into effect at 1256H, At 1430H, a patrol from
Company F found the friendly gear that had been left
by Company H on Fill 512, This gear was untouched and
was helilifted to Gompany E's position, At 1915H,
Company F on Hill 950 received 7 rounds of incoming
artillery fire from the vicinity of XD 768438, Counterw
battery fire was called on the suspected enemy nosition
with unknown results. At 2130H, Company H on Eiil 691
recoived 2 incoming Chicom grenndes. Company I fipud
60mm mortars and threw M-26 grenades at the cn:iny
movement, Threo casualties were susiained by
and these were evacuated on the following mor:!n:,

IRy U

20 Aug 1968

At first light Company H sesrchad the area ' crmizct
of the previoéus night with negatlive results,. 4% ~'0.° g
patrol from: Company F found a fresh enemy trail:.-
XD 86LL453, Compeny F also received one round of Imecatag
from XD 769463 at their defensive perimoter on H-.P S50
An AU was on station ond continued to observe the rica.
At 1330H, a routine patrol from Compeany E found '«
battalion size. enomy harbor site in the vicinity .f 3D
889Ll2, There were 15 to 20 well-used trails In -r¢ orea
and a good water souroce.. The camp appeared to be 2-73
months old, There were no extensive fortificaticns,
merely fighting holes with overhesad cover,

21 _Aug 1968

At 0530V, trip flares were ignited on the Cowpzry &
porimoter on Hill 691, Frag grenades were thrown. snd -
check shortly thereafter showed nepative resulss, Company
F had an unknown eaplosion close to their linc: o 211
950, and the SID device picked up movement, il le.
firing a 60mm mortar mission, the movement ceaned, &
patrol from Company E found cpproximately 50 fighting
holes and 2 living bunkers at XD 873453, Trails were
agein found throughout the erea; however, they showed

12 WS‘“%D

DECLASSIFIED




T ey

DECLASSIFIED

“N\F\E@ | 4

no sign of recent use, At U425H, the SID device on Hill 950
again picked up movement in the vicinity of XD 840452, Pire
missions were celled in on the area with unknown results,

22 Aug 1968

There wos no enemy contact during this 2i-hour period,
A1l rifle companies rcoeived frag orders and continued to
prepare their positions,

23 Aug 1968

An observation post from Company H spotted 5~6 NVA at
XD 9434h5, An artillery mission was called, 106mm rocoilless
rifle was fired, and both 60mm and 81lmm morters fired
missions with unknown results. Again Company F on Hill 950
detected enemy movement vieimity XD 847455. An aruillery
mission was fired and 60mm morters were fired on thas turget.

2y Aug 1968
At 1510H, Compeny F received one »civd of 60w nowiny 'ire
from XD 83&&51. Counter~battery firc wen called =i tie

suspected enemy position.

25 Aug 1968

At OBOOH, Compeny G began a trosplift to HiIll {1 %o ke
over development of that position from Company E. ~uvuwnauy B
returned to CATES. At 1310H, Company F spotte 10--1% VA
moving in a treeline vicinity XD 865466. A 60mm mort::
mission was fired with unknown results, At 1320H, Company O
on Hill 691 received 38 rounds of mixed 60mm and Bom: orsar
fire. Counter-battery fire was fired on the suspect:¢ axow;
position vicinity XD 9291150, Company H sustained i 1.
wounded, Approximately 30 minutes after Company F firuo on

the NVA in the treeline, their perimeter received tw:. »:uunds

of incoming 60mm mortar fire. Counter-battery was fir:d, and
an AO was brought on station, ILater in the evening, Cxwviany

F spotted a group of U NVA moving back into the saw: .ren

of the initial sighting, Artillery was again ealln? o Lzt
target. At 2130H, Company H heerd movement at the 3.1 rwestern
cnéd of thelr perimeter. A cut iIn the wire was overrvau,
Gronades, M-79's, and & 60mm mortar mission were filwic b

the area, and a sorsam we&s heard, A search at filialt iicohi,
however, produced negative results, At 2300H, « ros-n inecert
called in a fire mission on ean enemy convoey at XD Gilltid, The
FO from Company F took over the adjustment of the mission,
Company F reported secondary exvplosions with fleshes 15-45
seconds long, ALir was also brought on station and controlled

by the FAC team attached to Company F, ‘
CLISSIFES
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26 Aug 1968

Throughout the morning Company F received 11 rounds of
mixed 60mm end 82mm mortar rounds which landed outside the
perimoter, An AQ ran an airstrike on several NVA moving in
8 treeline (XD B863466) and claimed 2 NVA KIA, Again at
U 5cH, Company P received mortar ipooming. This time & pounds
of 82mm mortar fire, and again all rounds impacted outside
the perimeter. Air, srtillery, and morters were called in on
the suspected enemy position,

27 Aug 1968

At O940H, Company F received one round of 60mm mortar fire
vicinity XD 637453. Two Marines were wounded when the round
landed in a trenchline, Loter, & patrol from Compeny F
spotted U~5 NVA at XD 8)5685. An 8lmm mortar misason was
firecd and an A0 was brought on station, At W 00K, arciner
patrol from Company F found & block of TNT and a ceratlon
can in an open, matted down area at XD 845458, 3 LA,
Company F again received 2 paunds of 6Cma morter 2ir: vi'le a
helicoptor was in the 1LZ, A flight of 0AS was 1 0 ure
suspected enemy position (XD £897)35).

28 Aug 1968 |

Company H on Hi1l 691 reported movement on thai: 1w,
Just prior to dawn. G@Grenades were thrown, and M-79:a ey :
fired, The position received I ineoming Chicom grewites, A
check was made at first light with negative results. - neenl,
from Company F received 1 sniper round from XD BE7L 3 s
fired a 60mm morter mission. No more fire esme anc '
patrol continued. At 1,00H, snother platosn patrsl wan veld
up for 45 minutes when a sniper fired 8 rounds at.th- REERI
The small arms fire was returned nnd mortars were i .., 2.
A check of the area found only a trail leading to tn. :oril
east, At 16305, this same pagrol,'while checking &l wrsa
of the previous days air strike, found bloody bandeg~:, Areg
marks, and ponls of blood at XD 837452, Fnemy sctivily o L
Hill 679 (XD 893458) was s potted from CATES, fTws . .:his of o
fixed-wing and several 155 missions on the target “onvroged ?

6 enemy bunkers., Company F heard movement on thoir ' .,an
at 2135H. A 60mm mortar missisn was fired and th: rovcment
ceaged,

29 Aug 1968

A recon insert, Crystal Star, svotted 2 NVA pulling »ut
wounded after a UH-1E gunship strike on grid XD 85350,
Company F began calling artillery missions into that grid,

U | W\ﬁ\%‘}
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At 30K, Company F spotted 5 NVA vieinity XD 855467, A €0mm
mortsr mission was fired with unknown results. Company F
received one round of 60mm mortar fire as a CH-l6 landed in
the LZ. The direction of the round was unknown,

30 Aug 1968

At 0930H, a wire check on the Company F perimeter revealed
that several of the trip flare wires had beencut. These
were repaired, Company F received one 82mm mortar round
inside their wire at 1645H. The round was suspected to have
come from XD 8,8462; an A0 and gunship checked the area.
Company F sustained 9 men WIA. At 1900H, Company F observed
15-20 NVA move up & trail into a cratered area at XD 873453
Lrtillery and 8lmm morters were fired into the erea with
excellent target coverage.

31 Aug 1968 L

At 1500H, Company F spotted 5 NVA running €i..q. i roed e
into a ravine. An artillery mission wes flred wiil up.uwn L
results. Company F received two rounds of 60mm i nw TAN »
when & helicopter dropped an extcrnal load on tiw Iy Thuves, éﬁ
two more rounds were received, On bowu: occasions vho 7 oanas LA
landed outside the perimeter, and ovec:zvers could o ¥ i
determine direction or positions At (ZOOH, Company r ol.zerv-d o
wovement of two figures with a starlignt scope. Suaewiiionse

was kept over the ares of movement.

15 | “EWE“U
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INTELLIGENCE
AREA OF OPFRATIONS: SCOTLAND II

MAP REFERENCES: |

(a) Cam Lo Map Sheest 6342 I, Series L7014

(b) Thon Doc Kinh Map Sheet 6342 II, Series L7701
(¢) Huong Hoa Map Sheet 6342 III, Series L701l
(d) PMNcuon Rao Map Sheet 6342 IV, Series L7011l

1. Intelligence overatisne during the verinsd 1~31 August 1968
were satisfactory,

2. Enemy Situation
(e) 25 attacks by rocket/mortar
(b) 26 movement, probes, ground attecks on fi-ierdiiy
positions
(c) 14 enemy sightings
(@) 11 enemy base/rest areas disccvered
(e) 11 active rocket/morrtar vsoltiome abseri:.

.t

From 1=6 August the battalion complenca Inep.sing SANL A
IT. 1In this phase of the operation the +.-t%aliap et uith
none of the enemy'!'s mein forces, The TWi appeared ouniy
small groups, the largecat being plotn-: in size (20-255,
mission it probably was only to dels: end harrasa friendiy -
units operating in hic area., Compary G was hit by =z prsun?
attack in the early morning hours = 5 August by -ne such unide
However, the extent +f the enemy's former presence v Lue ares
was revealed by the ruwmber of bunkared base/rest orecr djis-
covered curing this time. A% one of these positions enora -
imately 20 tons »f osnemy ordnance was found., This cache ¢ - 4"
sieted of 6 C8W/ 21 IW/ 1300/82mm mortar rounds, 600/60nr
mortar rounds, 105 RPG-2 rounds, 360 RPG~7 rounds, 6{0 c&ras
of 7.72mm rounds, 170 casses 12,7mm rounds end smallor tm-uase
of ordnance, ' .

The battalion came under several racket or mortar stiacks
while on this »peration, These active sites were noted to be
on the high ground just to the narth of the Ehe Giang Thoan
River between the €8-91 grid line, Six of these sites were
taken under fire during the operatisn with unknown results.

While Componies F, G, and H continued on CANTON II,
Company I', broken down into platoons, held positions >n Hills
691, 679, and 950, At night these units reported constant
movement and probing on their perimeter. The enomy searched
for wesknesses end on 2 August did hit Hill 950 with a ground
attack., This eontact resulted in 5 NVA KIA and 3 IW captured,

On 6 August Overation CANTON IT terminated ahd Compeanies
F, G, and H returned to base camps on Hills 950, 832, 691, and
Firebese .,CATES, The enemy continued tn meke his »resence
nown by constantly harrassing friendly pnsitions by night-time

A-1 [DWE@)

L]

W
R
VR > R

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

-» ®  prowssmm @

Probes and mortar attacke. Fill 691 and tho 9S0-1015 complex
received the most attention from the enemy.

During the month units on Hill 691 reported 1l probes,
The enemy cut Wwire, turned claymores and disarmed trip flares,
On 25 August the enemy hit the hill with 38 rounds of mixed
82mm and 60mm mortar fire. ) v

Hill 950/1015 has been subject to almost ‘daily attacks
by 82mm end 60mm mortar fire, However beceuse of the terrain
confipuration, caver and concoalment, friendly units have
beon unable t5 pinpoint the enemy positisns., 'The enemy has
used high winds and times when helicopters were i{n the 1LZ to
mask bis firing., 19 incidents of mortar fire were reported
in August, v :

Overall the enemy has chosen to koep his min forascs
out of 2/L's A0. The prentest number of sightings havs hecen

of betwern 18-20 men, The enomy!s probable mission v -
keep a constant surveillance of friendly »ositisng s o
harress, and where possible, NWit these positions. 8%50, the
¢nemy is probably using this porind for resu’dply =1 *ujldup
nf his forces,

"\I

Reconnaissance teams have been used extcridve -y T ocuw 10,
31 inserts have worked the srea from 1=31 frzaste Their
observations have goenerally confirmed the ercinyts —pono
trend of operations.(i,e., to operate i1 amell grouze whils
constantly observing USMC positionsi,

- The OP on Hill 950 together with <u3 selsmic dagiogs
Planted in the area »f the Khe Sarh % wibat Bacs (SRR IS
reported an increased amount of seilevity in that n:ir- wiss
of their position, There has als~ dren peveral Yunicts o
vehicular movement in tha% srvea, Tous, 1t de beiie 0 4ha;
én increased amcunt of iufiltratisn is working i o :
through the »14d sunnly ranles, Two of these routss .o
particularly worth menti-uing beceuse of recent {nnroses son

One is a I} meter wide ronad that gonerally follows = S
route from Laos through coordinates XD 658538, XU 7077 %,
770538, and XD 806476, The nther leads south from the i
alonﬁ en intermittent stream thrsugh coordinates XD 680653, XD
680686, and XD 695622 and then along a trail through XD 735608
and XD 770538, where it joins the above rosd and maves south-
ward through the KSCB arca,

3. COVER AND CONCEALMENT

(a) Concealment from both: asri{al ond ground cobservetion
in the 2/4 A0 is excellent in most parts, Vegstatisn in the
AO grows well., Forested areas, grossland arems, and canopied
areas all provide excellent enncealment, :

(b) Cover, The enemy is afforded excellent cover in the
AO, The terrain configuratisn alone pravides the enemy with

sGequatec cover, The irregularity of the terra ‘ y
7 “Eelastiener
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afford the enemy numerous ereas where he is eble to establish
harbor sites/base camps., It has been noted that sloves
forming rullies, draws and ravines are favorite sites used
by the enemy to establish harbor sites/base camps. Those

areas usually have limited avenues of anproach and can be
very easily defcnded,

4. Vegetation

(a) Most of the mountainous areas and the highlands are
forested, Some of the highlands are covered with tall, thick
elephant grass which attains a height of over 10 feet.
Clusters of trees are sometines found in the highlands where
elephant grass is predominent.

(b) Wroded sreas are common along the river banks and
streams, . Forested areas are also found in those gullies,
draws, and ravines where intermittent streams are found,

(c) Heavy canopy areas are common in the SCOTH.X. II
A0, particulerly in the higher elevations., The area eLeng
the Vietnam/Laos border is a heavy canopy aren,

(d) Grasslands ere usually found in the highlané ae.. -
where the terrain is relatively flat. The elephent ¢ s
found in these areas is thick and grows to a heipht ver
10 feet.

5. Results:
Enemy KIA‘during Augusts: 7
Fnemy weanons captured Auring Anmust: 31
(a) Individual v.iennonss 2K
(b) Crew-served woapoms: 6
Total enemy KIA since 5 May 1965: 2900
Total enoemy weasons captured since § May 1965: 851
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During the month of August the training within the

battalisn inereascd. At the small unit level classes

were conducted osn map reading, engineering, and demolitions,
and classes given which included patrolling and ambushes,
the briefing, patrnl order, techniques, and proper
debriefing. In the field, squad leaders and. above were
piven classes on proper FQ procedure. Practical applica-
tisn was conductec using 81's, 4.2"'s, and 105's, At ‘
the company level, classes were piven on field sanitati=
_and personal hygiene, radio procedure and neintenance,
indoctrination on crewe-served and indivicdual weapons, apa
the proper setting in of defensive positions which
emphasized the laying of defensive wire and constru: i
of fortified positions. Also included was &n intyotueto

TRAINING

t» the handling and employment of SID's and NODi:. v e

battalisn level a casualty reporting closs was o> .ited

t» impart the importance of prompt, accurate ool
In the battaliosn rear, all new troops werc ‘- «nived

in the COATIP orientation program which covere
involvement in RVN with an added emphasis on p.. ~..°.
response, Each Marine, before he comes to tho e Mhres
the rear, zero's his weapon anc¢ fam-fires at toocu el
hundred rouncds,
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Throughout the month of August the battalion was supported
at Firebase CATES and othor hill positions from VANDEGRIFT CB.
Duting the first half of the msnth, the“RLT was on Operation
CANTON II, and resupnly to BLT 2/L(-) in the field oroceeded
in a highly satisfactory manner,

At 0713008 Aug 1968 BLT 2/4(-) was chovped ADCON to the
3rd Marine Division and was re-designated the Second Battalisn,
Fourth Marines at that time, Up»sn re~designation, the bate
talion chopped all of the attac hments to their narent units.
The loss »f the Shore Poarty Platoon and the Motor Transport
Platnon crented several major problems of resupply. Vaowever,
the snlution to these nroblems was co-ordinated through 3rd
Marine Divisi-n suppsrrt units and by the end of the month
resunvly was again flowing smonthly.
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COMMUNICATIONS -FLECTRONICS

l. Significant Events

During the wonth of August, olements of the communica-
tions platonn participated in the development of LZ CATES
end in operatinns in the SCOTLAND II A0, particularly
Operatisn CANTON II.

2. New Deovelopments

None

3. Prsblem Areas

8. A shortage »f clear frequencies - I Corps area ' .2}
wide - serisusly hampers effective communications. Also
most frequencles are bodly coordinated and are too close
togother cousing serisus svorrides, further hampering
go5od, roliable communicetions,

. Status of Communicatisn Equipment

The following equipment was deadlined at the time of
this report:

AN/PRC=41 3rd echelon

3 RT S051!s Combat loss, on requisitien

21 TA-1/PT's T/E Qeficiency

2 RT 5051s Awaiting parts

4 H-llL's Awaiting parts (second echelsn)

5. Number of Security Violations

None reportec

6. Number of Messapges Sent anc Received

Sent ~ 59
Received ~ 525

7« Personnel Status

Shortaces Overgys
} éCzl/below gg%l 1l ICpl/below 2533
e 1
1 St 2533 DECLASSIFIED
D-1 - ENCLOSURE (1)
Sk

DECLASSIFIED



- ey

DECLASSIFIED

v D e O

- 1. ARTILLERY MISSIONS FIRED ROUNDS EXPENDED -
42" Mortar 38 Missions 78 wp
720 HE
105mm Howitzer €1 Missions 183 WP
132l EE
8 ucs
155mm Howitzer 22 Missions 46 WP
470 HE
TOTAL MISSIONS TOTAL WP . 307
FE 1251
Ul Rounds 2829
Artillery H&I's 4406 Missions W65 HE
Artillery Confifms
0 NVA .
0 Ordnance (Listing)
81lmm Mortar 65 Miaéiohs 202 Wp
1766 HE
12 ILL
) , . TOTAL Lizunds 10>
lmm H&I's 110 Missions 1561 HE

TOTAL Rounds 1561

Mortar Confirms - ;ﬁf"

0 NVA
2. Close Air Support TR
MISSION NEQUESTED RPEDIVED e
Cis— "3'7“"' i
TPQ 22 16
HELOLIFT 7 6
C&C (VL) 3 1
FLARESHIP 0 0
3. NAVAL GUNFIRE o o
| DECLASSIFIED i
Negative Missions ' ‘
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1. Sipgnificant Events «-eescecaceceaa=None
2. New Develﬁpments -----------—-----None

3¢ Problem Are8s ecececes LT L LT LT None
4o Average daily number of vpatients seen 26
5. Totel number of paticnts soen from 1 Aug 68
through 31 Aug 68 803
6. Number of referrals to NSA, USS REPOSE,
USS PRINCFTON, ETC... 68
7. Routine Compaints
(a) Diarrhes 26
(¢) URI 31
(c) Dermatitis 85
(d) EENT 15
(e) Venereal Disesse 17
(f) Immersion Foot 2
(g) Others 39
8. Significant Disease Areas
(a) Malaria &
(b) FUO Qe

9. Number »f Emergencies TOTAL EVAC KIA DOW

(a) Purns 13 11 0 0

(b) lLaceretinsns 7 0 0 0

(¢) Beat Casuanlties 0 0 0 0

(d) Shrannel Wounds 22 20 7 1

(e) Gunshot Wounds 5 s 3 0

(f) Others 1 1 1 0
10. Immunizations and prophrlactics administered K

Dental Referals 37
11, Officers seen at sickenll included 1in total

count

(a) officers Sickcall 12

(b) Evacuated with shrapnel and runshat wounds 0O
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Communi ons

Hospital Visits
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CHAPLAIN SUPPORT

Services
12
11
265
9
G=-1

Attendsnce

465
Lo6
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