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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
1, 24 Bettalion Lth Marines LtCol L. A, RANN

SURORDINATE UNITS

H&S Company latlt B, V., TAYLOR
F Company Capt E, G. MASSMAN
F Company Capt R. J. MURPHY

G Company Capt J. M. DWYER

H Company Capt N. J. LADUCA

2, Location
Quang Tri Combat Base; 1-30 September 1968

3, Stoff 0fficers

Fxecutive Officer to 16Sep Maj C. W. KNAPP
fr 178ep Maj W. L. KENT
S=-1 CW02 W. ZUBRISKI
S=2 to 2Sep. Capt J. H..BUPLER _
fr 3Sep 1stLt J. A, WAINWRIGHT
S=3 ' to 13Sep Maj R. G. LEIDICH
fr WSep Capt W. J. FLEMING
S=l to 1Sep Capt L. A. GOODALE 4
Fr 2Sep Capt J. H., BUTLER i
Supply Officer 1stLt J. D. CLARKE v T
Communications Officer lstLt P, J. MCELHINNEY i
Motor Transport Officer lstlt W. G, HODGSON . A
Medical Officer Lt F., D, MURPRY BT
Chaplain Lt M. F. WILLARD JR. p
L. Average Monthly Strength _///

Period: 01 to 30 Sep 1968
8, The average monthly strength during thé period: - p

USMC USN
OFF 36.3 T2
ENL 1104 .2 52

b. Critical MOS's and rank de¢ficiencles have beon
closely monitored snd requested,

c. The following number of personnel were transferred
during the period:

UsMC - USN
OFF B —0
ENL 103 DECRASSIFIED
3 ENCLGSURE (1)
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d. The following number of personnel were Joined
during the period:
USMC USN g

OFF -0
ENL 27 0
€« Tho following casualties were incurred during the
period:

WIA - 1 WIANE =~ O DOI - 1
DOW - O DISFASE =~ 2| OTHER - 3
=t
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NAREATIVE SUMMARY

During the month of September the Battalion remained in R
its positions throughout the SCOTIAND II Area of Operations,
Three companics were outposted on hills around Fire Base
CATES to provide security and observation. Enemy c¢ontact’
was light the entire month end consisted mainly in small unit
probes at all dcfensive positions, In addition heavy rains
ané overcast weathcr pointcd out the need to preparc all .
positions both logilsticelly and tactically for long periods
of isolation, .

During the first half of the month enemy activity consis~
ted solely in probes and spottings of very small units )
throughout the A0, On 02 September Company G displaced from
Hi1l 832 to Hill 512 with three 107mm mortars. Their mission
wes tn support 3/l who was operating to tho north of Khe Sanh
CB. From 04 -08 September there were very heavy rains with :
overcast skies., On OL September one bunker cplapsed on Hill
950 killing one man from Company F. 4s a result of this all
units were instructed to check all bunkers at their positions:
anl evecuate any that appcared unsafe, The Engincers also
cheeked the bunkers and reported any they felt were unsafe,

A8 the weather cleocred and working conditions improved the

ma jor ewphasis was ploced on insuring that all bunkers were
examined and adequate waterproofing and support wereo '
incorporated into all bunkers., 1In addition to the improvement
nf bunkers, the clearing of fields of fire was -continued as .
the weather allowed., On 11 September Company F(-) left one
»latoon on Hill 950 and displaced to Hill 691, Company H(-)
then was helilifted to VANDFGRIFT CB and placed OPCON to |

Task Force HOTEL. Thesc moves were made in prepearation for
Operation SCOTIAKD II/NANKING scheduled for the middle of .
the month, On 13 Soptember Company H was helilifted to Hill
691 at 1500H. Company F(~)(Rein) was chopped OPCON to
Company B 1/4. On 1} September the L4th Marines regimental
change of ¢ommand ceremonics took place at Fire Base CATES, .
Col Fdward J. MILIER was relieved by Col Martin J. SEXTON.

In the second half of the month operations continued mueh . ' ¥
the same with cxtensive patrolling and observation., There . T
wes continued nrobing of the position on Hill 950, On 17 , R

Sentember there was activity reported around the Khe Sanh
Combat Base. Secvernl artillery missions were fired at a .
possible convoy and then at the helicopter revetments however. -
nothing could be clearly identified. On 19 September thereo -
were several sitings of anti-aircraft weapons positions made
to the west of Khe Sanh at coordinates XD 841363, 756429, .

and 785435. All positions were extensively covered w ith N ,
artillery. On 27 September at 2000H several units reported ' .
hcaring and sceing an unidentified eircraft in the AO, :

Positive identification could not be made due to heavy f
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The interiitrent rain groztly hindercd ony 1on:; range patrols,
geveral gecidents were incurred thot were & result of bad
fyoting nnd steed terrain.  also curin- the lest helf of the
r:onth the Bottalion wes constantly predaring 9 gtart '
Oocretim SCOTLLED II/FANKING.  The weathor resulted in
soveral Hoastooncnents. '
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PART I1I
SEQUINYTLL LISTING OF SIGNIFICLNT EVENTS

01 Sep 1968

During the early morning Company F observed 2 NVi dragging
away another YVA, Thoy also spotted L -5 more NVA around their
nosition. A check at first light revealed a pool of blood with
nurmerous footprints, a tripflare wire cut and one cut in their
defensive wire. it 2120H Company F reported movemont around
their positisn at Hill 1015 (XD %55&55). “They fired 60rm
mnorters at suspected nositions.

02 Sep 1968

At 12L5F Company I received one round of 60mm mortar fire
outside their position. One platoon from Company G was dis-
natched to Till 512 (¥D B7uL429) in order to prepare for the
arrivel of Company G at that position., By 1900H the rest of
Company G with 3 107mm morters disnlaced by helicopter to
Hill 512 and began preparing positions,

03 Sen 1968

At 0001 Cormpany F reported cefinite movement of about one
NVi nlatoon south of their position. They fired 60mm and 81w
mortars. At 1355 Company F reported that & recon insert spottec
a ,50 cel, position at XD 821451, Com»pany F observed two .50
cal. »Dositions fron their location., They condueted one air-
strike on the positiorn with fair coverare, They observed 2
secondary exnlosione with yellow smoke in the area of the
sushected »Hosition., A second flight of fixed wing was run on
the position with one secondary exolosion. This strike cdestroy~
ed the positions and interdicted a trail in the area,

O Son 1968

I'o enemy contact was made., Heavy rains caused one¢ bunker
to collapse on Hill 950 killing one man from Company F, All
companies were ordered to check their bunkers and evacuate eny
that anpeared unsafe., Engineers were also sent around - ’
and remorted any bunkers they felt were unsafe to live in.

05 Sen 1968

4t OWOOH Company G revorted that e short round from an.
artillery H%I had landed inside their perimeter resulting in
one WIANE and 1 WIAE, All companies continued to work on
weternroofing and shoreing u» their positions duriln:: the day,

7 ENCLﬁi%igt@§§“E‘Es!
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06_Sen 1968

At 0320F Cownany E renported heavy movement at XD 9295.37L.
They fired 60mm morters and threw grenades,. The movement
ceaseC, At 1910F Company G reported. finding & mortar site at
XD £78Lh27. Four fuse caps and sizns of recent activity in
the area were discovered,

07 Sen 1968

To. enemy contact was made. All companies continued to work
on their bunkers during the heavy rains., Constant checks were
made to insure stability of bunkers,

08 Sen 1968

4t 0220F Commany H rerorted receiving one round of 60rm .
morter outside their perimeter on Hill 691 (XD 9264L43). They
fired counter mortar fire with their 60mm morters at
XD 9241137, it 0237H Comnany G observed liphts at XD 87€427
and fired 60mm mortars at the lights. The lights disappeared.
At 2116H Company F reported riovement outside their perimeter
and fired 60mm morters,

09 Sep 1968

Company I checked the previous night's erea of wovement and
renorted findin:s nothing. &t 1757H Combanv ¥ was advised by’
an aerial observerl that there were camofla;ued nositions at
XD 82174507. They firec €lmm mortars at the position and
observed l °econdarv ‘explosions approximately the aize of- 1
or 2 morter rounds each.

10 Sep 1968

At 2223H Company F resnrted pickin up movement on CID's:

XD 8424941.96 and fired 60mm and artillery on the posit10n.~
At 2255H QJompany G reported movement at XD 877428 -nd fired
60mn mortars,

11 Se» 1968

4% O815H Company H detected movement and fired 60mm at
suspected location, By 1309H Comdany F(~) hac displaced to
H111 691 (XD 9264li3) leaving one platoon to occupy Hill 950

rﬂ)fhhu56). At 13L.2H Company H(-) was helilifted to
VANDTARIPT €7 where it assumed 0°CON of .-its platoon at that
vosition theat hao been rough rider security. The 107mm mortars
from Fill 512 (XD C74l29) were helilifted to FB CAE S at 12i5H,
The above moves were made in preparation for Operation
SCOTLAND II/NAVKING.,
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12 Sep 1968

At 1128F Compeny G reported finding 20 1i-16 rlfles, 1 3.5"
rocket launcher and 1 U.8. .50 cal, machine sun barrel at {D
877424 . 411 the weapons had been conpletely aestroyed by
demolitions. Inspection of the shipping crates indicczted that
they were enroute to Khe Sanh., None of the weapons were
subject to repalr, they were totally destroyed,

13 Sen 1968

At OEOOF the Fattelion Area of Overations was returned to
the original boundaries it had prior to the oneration conducted
by 3/4. At 1100H the unit from Company F at F¥ill 950 reported
eneny movement around their perimeter and received 5-6 rounds
of €2mm mortars from an unknown position., 4t 1630H Cowmnany F(=)
with one platoon from Company H OPCON were helilifted to Ca Iu
and chovped OPCON to Task Force FOTEL. Company H(-) was
helilifted from VANDN-RIFT GCP to Fill 691.

1 Sep 1968

At O830F the Lth Marines regimental chanse of command
ceremonies were held at Fire Rase CATES, Col Edward J. MTLLER
was relieved by Col lMartin J. SEYTON. At 0950H Company G
reported finding a trench line and bunkers at XD 87642l They
also found 1 NVA first-aid packet, 1 food tin anc¢ 1 uniaentl-
fied bambhoo aduret (Doqsibly a smokin: »ninve), At 1000KE Company
M reported seeing 1 NVA in & treeline at XD 92uuu8 They fired
an artillery v19°1on at the position and searched the zrea, but
Pound nothlnr #t 13250 the platoon from Comnany F located at
¥ill ¢50 reaorted hearing voices of 3~ NVA at ¥D 250456,

“'mey ran air strikes on the position, They discovered & treil
with fresh footprints uvon a search of the area and followed
it until it diseoneared into heavy undergrowth,

15 Sen 1968

At 0900H Company F(-)(ltein) was chopped 0PCON to Company
R 1/L. Yo enemy contact was made by any units,

16 Hen 1966

4t 1800 the platoon from Company F at Hill 950 revorted
observing & possikle enemy artillery site at %D 853118, They
fired 106mm R3 end artillery with good coveraze of the tarzet.
it 22lL0H Company G revorted movement at XD 871433 and fired
60mi morturs, ‘"hey heard heavy movement moving away and fired a
seccond mission with illumination. lovement ceased,

’ i SICGHEED,
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17 Sep_ 190t

At 0030F Commeny H revorted thet one of its LP's saw one
nerson throw & Chicom hend grenade at them at XD 925Ll5. They
returned one ~renade ané saw no more. it 0220H Company O
received l} hand srenades outside their perimeter. They
returned 60mm mortsrs and increased security to 10084, A4t
1100 the unit on Hill 950 reported a suspected steging area
gt XD €35425., Heliconters landing at Hill 950 had drawn fire
from thet position., 4t 11500 Company E spotted what looked
like & truck moving in the vicinity of Khe Sanh CR., Artillery
wes called with .0od coverage of the ter;ct. At the same time
the unit from Company F on Hill 950 observed some tarps on the
helicopter revetments at Khe Sanh. The artillery mission also
covered their tarcet,

18 Sep 1968

At O745 the unit from Company F on KEill 950 verified seeing
the tarps during the fire mission at 171150F. They did not
confirm seeing any trucks moving and there were no seconcary
exnlosions. At 1500F a =unship reported seeing an unknown
number of neonle move into a treeline in the XD 9346 grid.
Artillory was called in at ZD 92746l with zone and Bbift.
£1mm morters fired at XD 9251169 as a possible avenue of escape.
The coverage of the terpet was excellent and Company E contin-
ved to ohserve the srea., At 1830H a patrol from the unit on
Hill 950 found several satchel charpes at XD 841453 which
anpeared to be 2-3 days old. They consisted of 3% 1b, of THT
and 8 blasting cap. All charges were returned and destroyed.
1t 2035F an L> at Compeny H spotted a wmoving red light at AD
929441 and received one 11-79 round. They returned fire with
~penades, 11-79, and 60rm mortars, They were unable to deter-
a1ine the results.,

19 Sep 1968

At OL50H the NMattalion received a message from L1th Marines
-2 that there were NVA at XD 947L36. Artillery and Cl's
were fired at these coordinates. At O0515H Company & had a trip
"lere sprung in front of one of their LP!'s. They detonated
« claymore and then received small arms fires The LP returned
5/6 firo and was extracted as 60mm mortars were fired at XD
076420, At 07351 Componies G and_H checked the arees of
.ontact of the »revious night with negative results. At W58
Cormmany H renorted s»otting one FVA moving northeast at XD
919445, Artillery and 60mm were fired at the position. At
2025¥ the unit on Hill 950 reported receiving 2 rounds of
82w mortar which landed anvroximately 100-150 meters outside
their perimeter. They were unable to observe any possible

T e
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location of the mortar tubes, At 2230F Companies & and E
reported an AA Wweapon firing at XD €41363. Artillery was
fircd at the »osition and a TPQ rcquested. The ertillery
fired zone and shift but observation wes limited except to note
that the rounds landed in the general vicinity of the tarcet,
The 24 weanon cecased firing, At 231FH Company ¢ and the unit
on Hill 950 reported another AA weanon firing at XD 765129 as
determined by intersection. A TPG was requested because the
site was out of artlllorv range, At 2316H the unit on Fill
920 reported sn iA position at XD 785435, Artillery fired a
zone and shift at the location eand the weanon ceased firing,

20 Sep 1960

At 0955H the unit on Hill 950 received one round of artillery
fired from the west at an unknown range, At 0957HE the same
unit discovered fresh tire tracks at XD 82351-82Llihi6 leading
to possible cavee at XD 8274 7. At 2040H Comvany E revorted
hecvy movement on the northern slde of their perimoter at XD
9251138, A trip flare wes set off. Compwany E threw grenades
and fired 11-79 and nlaced all aositions on 100% aler t.

21 Sep 1968

At 18L.6T a VP rifle prenade accldentally exploded insido
¢ bunker on Hill 950 resulting in 2 emer;ency snd 2 routine
nedovacs. At 20007 the mcdevac helicopters reported receiving
8/i4 weapons fire from sn unkmown position. The unit on Eill
950 observed the surroundins ares but saw no firing., By 2156H
‘1 the medevacs were comleted, At 2130H Company F's unit .
Fill 950 observed lizhts 150 neters outside their perimeter.
)ﬁm mortars were fired ancd the lights ceased. About 15
rinutes later they vere arain observed and another mission
:s fired. At 2:10F movement was detccted 50-75 moters outside
ac perireter, believed to he 2-3 IVA. Clmm morters were
ired end s ecurity was raised to 100%., The movement ceased
«nd the area was kept under observation the r=st of the night,

€2 Sep 196C

Puring the doy plans were mace and lift recuiremcnts
réen €d for the removel of the Rattelion from its present
>sitions vack to VANDYGRIFT CB prior to Operation SCOTLAND 11/
JKTING. 4t 2030H Company E reported one 60mm short round
"11ling one Marine. All further wmortar firing was suspended,

23 Sep 1968

At 1630F the vnit on Hill 950 revorted that & wire check
hed ¢iscovered 6 cuts in theird efensive wire with & trail
lecding up to one lar:e hole., 41l cuts Wwere ropaired
additional tripflares were sect. %ﬁ@ﬁi
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2l Sen 1968

At O9UBH Cormany ¢ revorted findinz one U,S. Jet aircraft,
crashed and burned et XD £7U;19, VUreckare was scattered over
2 very larze area. “here were no identifying numbers on the
plene, It & opesred to be en A-lj. At 1245H Company H on Hill
691 spotted one verson at XD 9265, They fired 60mm, &lmm and
artillery at the position, After the fire wission the person
disappearcd into e treeline. They continued to observe the
area with high powered [lssses,

3

25 Sey 1968

At 0955F the urit on Fill 950 discovered a freshly used
trail in the arca of XD 836454, The trail was marked by 60rn
Tin assemblies leadin: throu_ h a mineficld et XD o356, At
1000F Coipany H resorted finding sleeping holes at XD 92948,
They also ohserved sroke and hesrd movement for % hour but were
uncble to detect nositive enemy positions, At 1158 Company H
observed 2 EVA crossing & bomb crater at 922153, They fired
artillery with «<00d coverase of the target. The unit from
Commany ¥ on Hill 950 found 1 Chicom grenade end & light device.
at 1CLEF at XD {Lh2h5e, - They searched the surrounding area
thoroughly hut found noting further, ‘

26 Sep 1966

No enemy contact was made.,

IS

" _Sep 1968

At 20001 the urit on Hill 950 revorted seeing and hearing
=G rotary type aircraft heading west to east with one red light
~u the tail, At 2320H versonnel at Fire Base CATES also saw
1 aireraft heeding 688t to west south of their position. At
JSE Company ¢ also observed the aircraft, All units were
“learted and continued to observe the area,

28 Sep 1968

At 1305H Fill 950 re-orted that one man, while on patrol,
“¢11l off the south slope of the hill., The mAn was wounded  in
©3 head and had a possible borken lmee, He was medevaced

- i 0H. Lt 2220H Company H spotted flashing lishts at XD
7 u52.  They called in artillery with good covorage of the
wiiet area and the vossibliity of one smell gsecondary
sanlogsion,

29 Sep 1968

sreparations were continued for the Ipending operation. At
1ELOH HFill 950 revorted picking up movement of 165-20 people on

. gggﬁ‘ﬂb‘s@%g‘m“
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2 81D device ot XD (4360566~Cli 55, 40mn and €l mortars ‘
were firecd but the obecrvitim was linited ¢uo to Loor visibile
ity., 4t 21057 tuey Cetected iore rovement of aowircxinately

5 ren at the scme location, 60 mort rs were f i1-¢d and
grenades thrown at the location.

30 Sen 1960

tvhile units frow 11l 950 vere noving out to check the area
in which the SID had »icked uv» movement on 29 Sen, the <ID
nicked up more movement at the same coordinctes.,  The unit
fired a O60mm nmission end on the second fire for c¢ffect 6 rounds
were thrown off tar<et &ue to the rain and loose base vlates.,
The rounds lended nesy the vetrol czusinm 3 routine and 1
tmersoncy medevacs., liedevacs vere comdleted at 0958 end.the
petrol continued on to check the area of the novement, They
founc cnemy footprints at D €)36L56€, The rest of the dey
vae spent in makin; final preparations and orsanizins helilift
recuiremonts for the ivpending operation.
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OPTRATION:  SCOTLAND II (Period 1-30 September 1968)
MA? REFLIENCES:  (a) Vietnam, Thon Doc Kinh-63l2 II, Ser L701L
(b) Vietnam, Buonp Foe=6342 III, Ser L701l

1. Intelligence operations during the period 1=30 September
1968 were satlsfactorV.

2., lission,

8. The mission of the 2nd Rattalion, Lth Morincs diring
Septewber was to provide security for Jire Base CATES, to keep
surveillance on the abandoned larine Desge of Khe Sanh, and to
maintein constant obsgervation and surveillence on known and
suspected infiltration/exfiltration routes within the area of
resporsibility in the SCOTIAND IT Area of Opcrations. During
the month of September, the 2nd Battalion, Lith Marines were
urdor the opcrational control of the Lith Marine Legiment,

3. FIneny Contact and Activity

&. Because of the lack of enemy contact during the wonth
of Sevtember, it is believed that the enemy had lost all desire
to engepe or attack Marine nermanent or semi-permonont
sositiors in the arca of operations/responsibility.

(1) The only contact by fire made with the oneny
uring September was on the 19 at 0515 when a trio flore was
~tonated by the enemy outside the nerimeter defensc wire, the

*stening post countered with a clavhore mine and in turn
-celved smell arms fire,

(2) Durinz Sentember there was a considorable incrensc
» enemy probes of the perimeter defensive wire on Fire Dare
RS and all of the positions manned by the meneuver elemonts,
r. several instances inspection of the defensive wire revealed
‘uts in the wire, flares stolen, and claymore mincs stolen,

'riondly Disposition

a. The 2né Pattalion, Lith Marines Cormmand Post remained
i Fire Base/Landing Zone CATES durinn the month of September.’QGg

b, The maneuwver clements of the 2nd Fattalion, lth larines
~htained »ositions at strategically located locations within
> area of responsibility, such as Iill 950 (XD 8i5455), Hill
L (%D 925l:3), Hill 512 (D 875419) and Eill 1015 (D .

455)- From these nositions the maneuver elements had a
¢« manding view and maintained constant surveillance of kmown

err. susnected infiltretion/exfiltration route gﬁﬁnﬁma@
aveacs of e poroach to Friendly positions, @@E@
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T+ Leconnaissance Inserts/Operations

a. Iteconnaissance operations were extensively used during
the month of Geptember, Ileconnaissance teams were ususlly
assizned surveillance missions. Reconnaissance teams during
September made enomy contict on several occasions. Reconnais-
sance teams were used during July and Luzust with little or no
contacts, Contacts with the enemy tends to confirm the beliof
that the enewy is operating in the erea of responsibility in
small croups, and not in force, A4s previously mentioned, the
encmy has appeared to have lost his desire to take the offen-
sive against Marine permanent or semi-permanent positions. It
is probable that these smell enomy groups or uvnits are stay
behind proups with the primary mission of maintaining surveil-
lance over friendly units,

6. Artillerv, :locket and Morter Attacks

g8, I'or the first time in several wonths enemy artillery,
rocket and mortor ettacks on friendly positionsdecreassed con=-
siderably. It is belicved that the enemy may be experiencing
difficulty in resupolyinz his supporting arms positions,

be During September, a larpe munitions cache was dis-
sovered in the area of intercst to the north outside the area
f responsibility by elements of the Ninth Marines. Discovered
‘1 this cache wewe 18,727 artillery and rocket rounds, and it
= believed that this cache was a forward nunitions deposit
“rca from which the enemy could resupply bis active pgun
~.gitions,

« Ground Surveillance Devices

2., The uge of «round surveillance devices continued
«ring the month of September. The dovices wore emplanted
< likely avenucs of approach to friondly positions in the
cicinity of Fill 950. Ground surveillance devices have been
“.mlanted in the vicinity of the abandoned liarine base of
"¢ Senh,  The ma jor disadvantage of the ground surveillance
- +vices was its sensitiveness, it is ahle to register or
- teet artillery, airpnlanes flying over the area, TPOs and arc
‘i hts with little or no difference in transmission signals,
“en & highly traired o»erator will have difficulty in pro-
1y analyezing a readout. CGround surveillence dcvices Were
- 4d out of Fill 950, From Fill 950 an excellent line of
+,ht can be esteblished to Khe Sanh Pase, making the r eading
the pround surveillance devices possible, I'xcellent
- zrvation and surveillance cen be maintained on XKhe Sanh
+.2 and its environs frowm Hill 950,
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8. Scout Do Teamns

2. Scout Dog; Teams were used once during the month of °
Septewmbor. Heavy rains and the rough terrain pattern predoum~
inocnt in tho area of responsidbility/operations hindered their
effectivencss to an extent, but it is believed that they can
be effectively employed in the future. During the latter part
of September, scout dog teams were avaeilable and were attached

to "I Company.

9. T‘newmy Situation

a. The enemy's behavior during September can probably be
attributed to onc or 2 corbination of tre following possibil-
ities:

(1) The enemy had lost all desire to enzage Marine
urits in ground action in the area of operstions/responsibility.
“ile vossibllity can be attribvted to the fact that the enemy's
1erel is low, and he has lost his agpressivencss.

(2) The enemy may have tempoorarily exfiltrated to the
=3t or southwest into Laos., Fe may have gonc back to the
© 0 or North Vietnam, leaving only small groups or stey behind
"8 in the areca of responsibility/operations, Tris possibile~
 1s likely if the ecnemy in the area of responsibility/oper-
ioms became inefTective because of manpower losses, or
~ath inefTective logistical supnort,

(3) The enemy may have temporarily suspended his
sinsive in preparction for a new offense,

(L) The onewy may bo concentrating his efforts in-
epr arcas of South Vietnam, If this is the enemy's goal,
- offensive in the area of responsibility/operations will

a divcrsionary tactic,

(5) The enemy may have experienced logistical
»hlems.,

(5) The enemy may have experiencod difficulty with b
“lltration of men into tho arca of re¢sdonsibility/onerations, A

Enemy Disvosition

e Enemy disnosition and strensth in the SCOTIAID II Arca
ioerations during Sephembor 1968 was ons follows:
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(1) 2hé rva fegt Hgs, 338th Division, strength
600, location (XD 6940).

(2) 1lst ©Bn, 246 NVA Regt, 338th Division, strength
1L00, location (0 8130).

(3) 248 »n, 2L6 HVA Regt, 330th Division, strength
1400, location (D &8L1).

(4) 3rd Bn, 26 NVA Rogt, 338th Division, s trength
1100, location (XD 8637).

(5) 88th Saprer Regt, otrensth 2,350, location g
(XD 9229).

b. None of %ho obove named enomy units were operating near
the area of responsibility or the area of operations normally
assirned to the 2nd Battalion, Lth Uarines.

11, Terrain

¢« The terrain in the area of responsibility/opcrations is

- rugred, mountainous, hizhland region in the northwestern part

.f Quenp Tri Province. The terrain for the most part 1s aifrs~’ ‘
“ieult to traverse because of the irregularity and configuratio:

.7 the terroin pattern, Mobility in some parts is poor as the
c:rrain scverely restricts cholce of direction of movement.

~cre arc fow places wherce the terrcin is relatively flat, with
~aimum hinderance of movement. Teocause of the lrregularity of

-+ terrsin vattern, there are many areas or points through

2eh irfiltration/exfiltration is wost likely to pass.

Cover and Concealment

a. Cover, The enemy 1ls afforded excollent cover in the
LOTLAID 11 Arce of Operations., The irre-uler pattern of the
- »pain provides the enemy many placcs Where he cen ostablish
.5 herbor sites/hese c amps., It has been noted that the s lopes
rmin;. gullies, ravines and draws are his favorite places on
~ich to huild his bunkers. These¢ arens have limited avenues
© apoaroech, and “hese avenues can be e2sily end effoctively
. atected,

b. Concealment. Concealment from both aerial and ground
. :ervation is excollent in the SCOTLAYD II asrca of Oporetions.
etetion in the SCOLAED II Arca of Operations rrows well,
-asted areas grassland areas, and cenopied areas all provide
“21lent conccelunent. :

¢c. Vepetation., Nost of the mountainous areas and the
v -lands arc forested., Parts of the hishlends are covered
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with thick, tall and dense e¢lephant srass which ottains a
heipght of 12-15 feet, Clusters of trees are often found in
areos where &6leohunt rass is prodominant,

(1) Jorested areass are common in the higher elevations,
and along the 1iver banks and stream beds., Forested areas are
also founu in those :ullies and draws where en intermittent
strcam exists,

(2) Heavy canooy areas are comnon in hi-her clevations.
Thc arce along tho Vietnam/Laos border is heavy canopy area,

(3) Crassland areess are usually Ffound in hizhland
arcas where the terrain is relatively flat or on slopes. The
rasslend areas consist mainly of tall, thick and dense
elc >hant grass which grows to a hei.ht of 12-15 feet,

13. Drinking water in the SCOTLAFD II Arca of Operations is
in abundunce due to the numerous rivers, stroams, and creeks
located in the zreca, The water was conside¢red safe to drink
with the oroper use of water purification tablets,

i ' . TLSULTS e

Fnemy KIA durinz September: None

‘nemy Weajons captured During Septemrer: None
Individual: Yone; Crew-served: None

Total enemy XIL since 5 liay 1965: 2900

Totcl enemy weapons caphtured since 5 ley 1965: €51

DECLASSIEIED

19 “NCLOSURE (1)
SE“RLT

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

e @DECLASSIEIED o
TRAINING

During the month of September trainine was conducted at all
levels of the battalion. 4t the small unit level clseses were
iven which included petrolling end ambushes, Map reeding,
compans and terrain evpreciation were given in formal classes
with the emphesis on the intercction of all three as they
affect patrollin-. Platoon corpsmen conducted classes in first
2id thot emvhasized buddy aid end field expedient measures.
care and cleaning of all weanons with an emphasis on rionsoon-
proof ing of woapons and ewmmunition were congueted at the small
vnit level. At the company level unit leeders received in-
structions in the usc of demolitions. ¥niineers attached to
the battalion dewonstrated their use in cleoring fields of fire
»38 then the small unit lesders were given supervised practical
avplication., The destruction of booby~traps and nines were
sacluded in the lectures, Company radiomen schooled all small
. it rediomen in procedure, preventative maintenance with
-.ohasis on wetcroroofiny, and spot reports. Company FO's
-wve lcctures on sudorting arms with practical application
crang Clts, L.2"ts, and 105's,

In the battalion rcar, all newly joinoé personnel wero
‘. atpueted under the 3rd Marine Division COATIP prorram. This
© ,.ludes our involvewent in RVN with emohasis on personal

~sponse. rach Marine, before he goes to the field from

- .» penr, zero's his weapon and fam-fires et least two

. dred rounds. This month personnel joined from the 27th
~jnos were riven a history of 2/4 prior to Joining their

T
v \:S.
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During the period because of the battelion's posture, on
the tops of hills, resupsly consistod of building & iionsosn
stockpile at each position, .- ,

Pecause of the nast difficulties encountered at Hill 950
during the monsoon season, a 30 day supply of Class I end
Class IV was stockriled, At the other positions a 15 to 30
day supdly was built. Difficulties encountered with resupply
are threefold.

Class IV items such as eledse hammers, wire cutters, ond
axas arevery hard to get and have b een on reculsition since
Auly. Thesc items when received are often brokon durips use
and repaltr is Very difficult,

Trn rosunnle of the outposts at Fille 512 and 950 difficul-

tzs in the availakility of helledptors wus encountered., Hill

¢:0 is considered ¢ "hot zone" and thereby recuires the
vrzsence of "Huev" sunships during resupdly. Due to the
won-evailability of these gunships on many occasions resupply
'+ not et to L1l 950,

The third difficulty is in the control of heclicopters.
.y pallets of vesundly hes beer placed at the wrong position
i3l has crcated mony problems.

This battalion has not received monsoon issue which has
_..~n badlyr nceded, e Aid recelve L.00 roinsuits which was

+..2h to outfit one half of the nattalion,
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COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS

1. Significant Fvents

During the month of September, elements of the communi-
cations platoon participated in the development of IZ CATES
and in operations in the CCOTLAND II area of operations,

2. Vew Develowments

One AB/PRC=77 and essociated ciphoer oquipmont KY=38 was
loaned to the battalion by the Fourth Marine Regziment; its
use has been entirely satisfactory thus far and has preatly
aeciliizated secure voice communications,

Proiizm Arvse:

a., Laclk of nntor transport repair parts for both AN and
* vehicular rad-. sets »ezuitod this month in an interrup-
~on of cipher coumunications vmploying the RT-52l/KV-8 com-
ation of thse AW/MRC-109. It 2lso has delayed indefinitely
» possibility of estahlizhing o Radio Teletvne (RATT) shot
~1vh ths battalicn rear,

be he lack of a new motor ¥.» the bzttalion's generator
EPTL.75, the anter alternatin: current power source avail-
Lle to wbhe bavis.len, has al:> delayed the estahlishment of
recure RATT ghot £ The atiiinosstrative rear. Fven with
- W75 in en Yoy status. naving one PE=T5 would he
L iclactory because of the maintenance recuirements of the
e rator. :

c. Shortape of whin bases for the AN/P2(C«25 continues
“heoretically deacdiine many of the battalion's radio sets.

d. Maintainin' the hettery P2l 51 continues to be
L ihewdt, varticularly with the nonavailability of.an
Jlerngting carrent osower nource.

Status of Communication I"quipment

The following equioment was deadlined or a Table of
sipment Deficlency item at the tivie of this report:

lfome: .: lature Zuantity Echelon
R SUS/PRu-2k Uy Combat Loss
AN JC~109 ‘ 1 D/L 3rd Tchelon
S8/ 02 : DESEASSIFIED
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T'omenele ture Quantity Zehelon

gt ——— e

™4 1/PT

Th 1/PT A
T 505/PRC-25

E-~75

TA 312/PT

AI‘-’E’/GRA—B‘)

D/I 3rd *chelon
T¢ Deficlency A,
D/L 3rd Fchelon g

D/L 3rd Fchelon : e
D/L 3rd Echelon . L
C2328A Comb:t Loss

NP P OW

”

Musher of Security Violations

pove Cenortad during period;

enocr of Mesesres fent and Received

- -~ - e ——— . w——. e b %

cent Lo
Boecaned BY)
cursennel Shaty
Loaelares DTS
SRS 2553 CERUTE] 2533(A11 rotete in Oct)
Sol 2510 PR 2801
Lo 21
ol 0311 ("etrain 25I2)
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1. ARTILLERY

A e e et 44

IL.2" Mortar

105%mm Bowitzer

155mm Fowitzer

8”

Artillery B&:I's

€lmza Mortar

Trm VRIS
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FIRE SUY?0RT
MISSIONS FIRED

38 Missions

123 Missions

18 Missions

Feg Missions

TOTAL MISSIOFS
179

735 Hissions

ARTILLI RY CONFIRMS

Neg LVA

.ROUNDS EXPTID!'D

47 WP
319 HE
Neg HCS

320 WP
1339 HE
37 HCS

38 wp
219 HE

Ver; WP
Ner HE

05 WP
1877 HE
2282 Rounds -

1185 HE

‘Ne:x Ordnance (Listing)

88 Missions

135 issions

'O PAR C ONFIRMS

Yee NVA

2., Close Air Sunvort

JISSIONS
[P
AO1S
TP
FELOLIFTS
c&C O VR
PLART SV IP

~

h ]
12
60
19
12

1

Navel Gunfire « Nepative Missions

el

206 Wp
1012 HF
Neg Il

140 WP
1522 ¥E
8806 Rounds

RECHIVED
5
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1.
2
3-
L.
5.

6.
Te

€o

10.

11.

MEDICAL £¥D DENTAL

Sigrificant Eventse=~=-cmce-cm=- -~=lone
Yew Developnentse-we=-eo=- mmmemm==aliONe
Probler Arc&s---e-emrenccecmscmnec~=e==NoONne

Averas.e Number of Patients Seen Dally

Total NMumber of Patients Seen from 1 Sep 68
thru 30 Sep 66

Fumber of Referrals to NSA, USL REPOSE,

3rd iiedical Bn, etc...

Routine Complaints

(#) Dierrheu

(b) TURI
(¢) Dermatitis
(d) T1IMT

(e) Venereal Disease
(f) Immersinn #ornt
(¢) Others

Sipnificent Disease Areas
(a) Mlalaria
(b) FIIO

Number of mercencies TOTAL TVAC XKIA DOW

(&) 7Turns 15 1 0 0
(b) Lacerations 7 0 0 0
(¢) Heat Casuvelties 0 0 0 0
(d) Shrannel Wounds 3. 2 1 0
(e) Cunshot Wounds 0 0 0 0
(f) Others 1 1 1 0

Irmunizations and “roph)lectics
Adninistered
Dental Referrals

Officers Becn at Sickeall included in total

count
(a) Officers Sickecall

(b) Tvacuated with Shrapnel end Gunshot wounds
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7
19
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23
13

179

~
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Services Attendance
rotestant 19 62 r
300 Communion

Catholic 15 538

Protestant Lay leader 2 40

II'S Lav Leader 3 22

Seven services were provided by cheplains of other units
with totals included above.
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