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PART I
ORGANTIZATIONAL DATA

l, DESIGNATION COMMANDER
2d Battalion ljth Marines LTCOL W, Ci BRITT

SUBORDINATE UNITS
H&S Company ) 1STLT C, P, GARBER 1-31 August
E Company CAPT B, C, BAXTER 1«31 August
F  Company CAPT J, W, MURFPHY 1«31 Aupust
G Company CAPT C, A, ROBINSON J«3) August
f Company CAPT F. ZAVACKI 1=31 August

UNITS IN
QEN PORT

Company A 3d Engineers
2o LOCATION

1-31 Avgust FPSE Russell.

1~31 August 2/l Forward Looated at FSB
Rugsell

1-31 Auvpust 2/l Rear Located at VOB

3+ STAFF OFFICERS
- X0 MAJ D. C, CAULPIELD 1=31 Aupust

Sel 1STLT W, R, BOGGS 1-31 August
PFRSONNEL OFF, 1STLT P, J, SHIRK 1=21 August

18TLT T, W, CLARK . 22~31 August
S GYSOT M. A, BETZALE . 1=31 August
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MAJ J. J. OYMEARA
ASTLT F, W, GRIFPIN

1STLT G, D,” WILSON
1STLT 7. H, PACE

CAPT Ao Jo HANLE

1STIT Gy D, PERRYGUEY
1STLT Jo R, TURANO

1STLT 7. D. WILSON
16TLT W, G, SIMPSON
1STLT W, P, ENDERLE
LT, W, H. KNAPP

LTCMDR R, W, Me CARTHY
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY

le General Overview of Activitiess The 2d Battalion lth
Morifies continued security of FobB Russell and search and
destroy activitios in the TAOR., Extensive improvoments
were commenced on the defensive works at FSB Russell,

2+ Command Relatlons

8e As Commanding Officer 24 Battalion, Lth Marines,
the Battalion Commander exercised command over those units
assigned opcon and support to the Battalion through normal .

channels,
be Contact with Regiment and adjacent Battalion Command

echelons was maintained through normal control/commnication
channele and command/staff visits,

3¢ Missions Assipgned

as Continued Oporation Arlington Canyon

b, Maintalned security of FSB Russell and conductoed
search and destroy activitles in the surrounding area,

lie Intelligence

, 8. ZEnemy., The enomy activity for the reporting
veriod remained cousistent with the tactics of the last
reporting period, That being limited number of contacts
encouraged by the enemy, It appears as though the onemy have
a main infiltration route te the novtheast of our A0, There
were very high sensor readiongs for the reporting period
which indicates rmueh movement on the enemy'!s part, This
would also seem to indiczato sither or both a resupply period
or pre=operation plamming period, A very interesting ocontra=
dicting fact is an occossiansl incident where aircraflt were
fired on by the enemy., Also am increase of incoming on
friendly rositions,

. bs Weathoer, The wenthoer Ffor the :*cporting period
remainod consisfont with previous yeor:i, ‘[he Battalion, as
par for this time of year, experienced increased heat casw
ualties, o

¢s Terrains. The terrain remained the same as the last
reporting period due to our working in the seme A,0.. Our
A0, consists of mountainous regions with heavy foliage which
are detrimental to aerial observation.
SUf
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. Ogeratiorg On 3 Mmgust the rehabilitation of Company
G was postponed and the company was returned to the field,
‘Conipany G and Company E were deployed to blooking positions
in the vieinity of xp 011648 , XD 01263 respectively, On 4

gt Company G and H moved to the South, Company G was
extractod from the risld on 20 Avgust to commence rehabil-
itation at the Oua Viet center, On 27 Anmust Company @
relieved Company E in the field so that .Company E could
commence rehabilitation, Rehabilitation center operations
wero susponded on 2% t and Company E was ohopped opoon
to 3/, On 3) symmt Company H relieved Company F as the
socurity force for FSB Nussell, On 27 August Company G was
assigned the mission of sweeping the river line in the southe
ern section of the A,0,.

6s Results of Operations during the month of_Aqguat

8¢ Enomy KIA « 10
b, Casualties sustained KIA =
- . v WIA - 18 .
¢s Equipment, Ordnance, and Supplies, Captured, Dege
troyed, or Damaged:

AK 47

Chi-com grenades
Dog Tag

Canteons

Firgt Aid Pockets
Satchel Mharges
Boots

Cartridpge Belts
Towel

Packs

Cig. Lightors
60mm Tube

Orm Pistol

Gas Mask

AX 7 Awmo

[
oW

[
SIRTRYY

pair

le!!lll!!l!lll
OHFHHFH O\ MR

n
o

rounds

Te Supporting Arms .

as JFire Support

(1) Artillery Targots
HE »rds,
WP rds,
Illum rds,

"L05
20,397
221

28
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(2) 8imm Mortar Targoets «~ 19
HE rdg. - 7.91
WP rdse - 1,05
I1lum, rdse - ué
b, Air Support
Requested Received
Medsvacs 122 122
Troop Lifts 10 10
A0, 11 13
Fixod Wing Strikes 33 53
TPQ Strikes 33% 31
Boacon Strikes (A~6's) :
Spooky Gunship i
Huey CGunshlp 12 1l

Flareship
Visual Reocon
ARC Light Strikes

ae Su + Primary source of supply was FSLU at
Vandegrift Combat Base with secondery sources at FSLU at
Dong Ha Combat Base and Quang Tri COombat Base

be Resupplﬁ. Resupply was accomplished by heliocopter
primarily ough routine resupplyé

o=l
3B An=~1

9+ Communioations

Ao Normal communiocations were mointained between higher
headquartera and gubordinate units. ‘

be The 2d Battalion ith Marines Message Center processed
o total of 601 messagesSs

1.0, Equipment. _Equipment was maintained through normal
first and socond echelon maintaeinances

11, Civic Action. Due to the nature of the TAOR in which
the Dattalion was operabing, no oivie aotion operations were
conductede _ , a

USMC USN
. SIFIED
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(b) Replacements during the month of Augusts

USMC ' USN
9 157 1 9

13. Trainigg. Treining for the month of August consisted
of individuel and smell unit training in tactics end wWoapons,

and COATIP training for troops newly arrived incountry.

o>
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PART IIX
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNLIFICANT EVENTS

1. Significent Events During or in Direct Relation to

Combat Operations.
""“N“3:~?Laﬁggg§§. Company Hotol obsorved three VA orossing
a streembed moving toward their position in the vicinity of
XD 936596, Calloed in an Slmm mortar mission with unknown
rosults. Company Hotel, second platoon,wnile gearching a
site in the vicinity of XD 928631 which was subjeot to an
ARC LIGHT the night provious, Found trail markings that
indicated 3d NVA Battalion, Found markings on trees, (AZ)
with smallor (v) marking over the (Z). Also found & bunker
complex in the vieinity of XD 932631 of approximately elipghte«
eon "A" frame bunkers., A complete search of the bunker com=
plex was made that revealed cooking gear, entrenching tools,
redio antenna, and radio knobs all of which were Russian
made, Three flights of fixed wing were run on the bunker
complox. One large ond small secondary explosions wero obw=
served, The bunker complex was completely destroyed, Company
Golf observed a shining object and movement jn the vicinity
of XD 893538, Fired 106's and Olmm mortarse Ran fixed wing
on suspected enemy position and escape routes with unknown
results, Company Echo, third platoon cormenced surveillance
of  ARC LIGET TA 29-268, First three hundred metors north
from LZ heavily scarred by schrapnel, The finger in the
vicinity of XD 071599 was totally destroyode
b, 2 Ausust. Company Golf observed four NVA in the
vieinity o 1533, AO on station observed trails that
- appeared. to be used heavily, ©Called in 60 and 81lmm mortar
fire, AO strafed areaj results wero unknown, Conpany
Hotel second platoon whils on a routine patrol found &
bridpe orossing a stream in the vieinity of XD 915623, Also-
found grass hootches and fresh foot prints, A tree bearing
the mark "39" was also found, Merking wos scraped off tree
and bridge and hootshed were destroyeds
ce 3 August, Company Hotel second platoon while on
a vroutine patrol found a bunker compléx in the vicinity of
XD 913635, The complex was dostroyed by previous arty and
sir strikes, A complete search of the area revealed tree
marking indicating mines and booby traps, also indicating
trails; two booby trapped and one sale, ‘One large bunker
was also found still intact conbtaining one NVA bolt and one
82mm morter fuse, The buniter gnd NVA goar was desiroyed,
Company Echo observed fifteen NVA in the vicinity of XD 800619
rmumning from the area while a routine preparation fire was
being called in. Company Echo took VA iunder small arms

(e
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fire., Called in orty end Olmm mortars, Mxed wing on stae
tion worked enemy avenues of escape and suspectod positions
with unknown results, A complete search of" the area at first
1ight was made which uncovered one RVA pack, T:1bse, of rice,
one centeen with holdor, one cigerette lighter, and one
bottle of unknown pillse Twenty~five meters from a stréam

a bomb crater with grave-like holes dug in'it was found}

the holes hod not been used, NVA pack and clgarette lightexr
had bullet and shrapnel holes in them, All gear was desa
troyed, ‘

de L Au%gst. Company Hotel third platoon had a fire
team ambush & 927596, The fire team ambush heard movew
ment on the streeam in the vieinity of XD 933595, Called
in OLmm mortars with unknown results, Movement ceased, A
scarch of the ares at first light was made and one chi-com
grenade was found, Company Lcho socond platoon while on
a routine patrol observed two NVA in the vieinity of XD
802617, Called in fire mission using arty., A0 on station
observed with negative results,

6s 5 Au?ust, Company Golf{ second platoon sent out
a fire teon s designated ambush site.s On the way the
fire toom found blood trails and drag marks in the vicinity
of XD 881537. Tho team dontinued its mission, A search
at first light wos plomode

. f. 6 August, Company Golf second platoon continued
to follow a 5%006 trail found the previous nirht. The blood
trail led to & bunker complex of fourty-one A frame bune
Xers in the vicinity of XD 879539, Company Golf second pla~
toon menuevered out of that arca to make maxlmm use of
fixed wing that wee called on atation, IMixed wing book
small arms Cire from hill 3l while dropping ordnanse on
the bunker complex, Fired dlmm mortars on suspected enemy
position and enemy fire ccaseds Fixed wing continued to
work target area, Company Golf gecond platoon held a com-
plete search of the bunker complex after the fixed wing had
secured, DBunker complex was totally destroyed and ren=
dered unusable to the enemy, Several bottles of unknown
medicine that were mostly empty were found along with four
82mm mortar vounds, Medleine bot#tlos and 82mm rounds were
destroyed, Compeny Fox first platoon observed two VA in
the vicinity of XD 898620, Company Fox first platoon took
NVA wnder small arms fire, Oalled in 8lma morters and AO
ad justeds nzgativé results, _

e ugust, Company Golf second platoon assaulted
hill. guu a 9537 where suspocted enemy of unknown size
was firing on fixed wing during an air strike, Contact was
negative, Seven bunkers were Tound on top of the hill,
lone appeared to have been used recently, All were par-
$5ally destroyed by air strikes, Fresh foot prints werse

0 ggm}}km
®
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found alenz with ono NVA gas'mask and two 02nn rortar roundse
All enemy geoar was destroyed, Battallon “Alpha Command®
recoived o transmission : from an unknown station with a call
sigh of "Fighting Mad X-Ray," FMXRAY wanted the following
informations sightings, contaots, arid positions of reoon
inserts, Fighting Mad XeRay claimed to be a liason toam
operating in the Mai Loc TAOR, All the abova information
wes asked for in the clemr, Fighting Mad X=-Ray. was directed
to loave the Battslion fpégusncy and conbact Flghbing Mad
on BIKE Mbls onpany Beho observed o VA fn the:
‘N vgust ompany Echo observed two 1 in the '
vicinity ET"XEBE7é59 P i

7« Olmn morters and arty wero called
in on enemy's position and puspevied avenues of escape.
Results wWore unlknown,  Corpany Golf third platoon vihile on .
a routine patrol in the vidinity of XD.'9YIF57L found & hut
with wickor baskets inside, Also a 500 1bs bomb which ap=
poared to be a dud was found. futs and haskets werc dos-
troyed, The bomb was marked for later destruction.

$e .9 Au%ust. Company Pox first platoon gont out a
squad patro ot initiated contsct with an enemy unit of
unknown size in the vieinity of Xi 398610, One Marine was
killed during the exchange ol suell arms fire and onc NVA
fell after the first burst vl =mall arms fire was returned
on the enomy. Compony Mox committed the other squads in
firgt platoon to ros.pply the squad in contacte An AO was
collod 63 stations The AC.took small arns Pire vhile making
o strafing run on thoe eneny's position, - Called in 8lmm mor=
tors and arty. AO on station edjusteds NSpooky" was utilized
using arty for illumination when derkness s8t in, - A search
of the ares at first light was made, The following geer was
found: ono canvag bag of chiecom grenades and one pair of
hond made crutches.  All eonemy geay was destroyed, Company
Eoho second platoon while at a night ambush site observed
throe NVA, One of the three was being carried by the other
two, Called in Blmm mortars, and fired 106ts, AO on stas
tion adjusted“theﬂsupportlngiarma with unknown results
Company Fox received thirty %o fourty rounis of eneny éamm
nortay fire that landod 100 motors ehort of the porimeter.
Tho enomy Ffire was observed coming from XD 912623+ HA0 on -
station directed arty. Company Fox fired 60mm mortey and
Ol mortars on the onemy's position with unknowm results,.
Enemy fires wors Bilenced, omgany Echo observed moving
1ights in the vicinity of XD 882617, Arty, Olnm and 60mm
mortars wero chlled in on surpected eneny gctivity., A secs
ondary oxplosion was ‘obgerved and lights of suspectod enemy
pctivity ceaseds . R A

S AL Auguag.;ﬂcompan,*Fok'reqqivedﬁmwa ;“f””“”‘}
enemy fordi ToTTer rire landing short of their p
100 moters. Fired arty, Blim mortars and

11
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suspected enemy's position in the vicinity or XD 887621
with unlmown results. Enemy fire was silonced, Company
Echo socond platoon observed twelve NVA in the vieinity of
XD 800630 during an air strike supported with arty illwnin-
ation, Directed air support on station to deliver ordnance
on cnemy's position, After eir support, called in arty and
Blrm mortar Tire on suspocted enemys! avenues of escapce
Due to darknoss resulis were unknown,

ko 12 Aupust, Compeny Fox recelved twenty to thirty
enemy O2mh mortar roubds that landed 100 meters short of their
porimeter, Called arty and 8lmm counter mortar fire on sus-
pected enomy position in the vieinity of XD 923627 with un-
known results. Company Eoho third platoon was attacked at
their night position in the vicinity of XD 855600 by an est-
imatod fifteon NVA sappers, The perimeter came under intense
AK ;7 small arms fire and sappers throwing satchel charges
and chi«ocom grenades, Company Echo third platoon suffored
two KIA, five WIA medevacs, A CH=U6 holicopter while attemp«
ting to land and 1ift out medevacs, came under enemy AX 47
fire and sappers agein attempted to enter the perimeter
throwing satchel charges and grenades, Company Echo third
platoon agein imsediately took enemy under small arms fire,
Called in and adjusted 8lmm and 60mm mortar fire on the ene=
my's position causing him to withdraw, Medovac chopper using
gunships and spooky with illumination landed inside the peris
metor and all the medevac was complete, After medevac was
completo spooky fired in a 360 degres pattern around the
perimeter, A complote search of the area at firat light un=-
covered the following geart two NVA KIA, one AK L7 rifle,
nine chieoom grenades, one dog tag, three canteens, three
first aid packets, ten satchel charges, one NVA pair of boots,
two cartridge belts, one towel, three NVA packs, and one NVA
cigarette lighter, All NVA gear was turned into 8~2 for
intelligence purposes,.

1, 16 August, Company Eoho third platoon while at a
1istening post dotested heavy movement 75 meters from their
position in the vicinity of XD 91961}, The LP delivered
small ayrms fire and threw grenades, A sesrch of the area
at first light was made and one AK L7 round was found, All
other results wore nesative, ,

me L8 Agggst. Compony Echo while on & routine patrol
found o grave site. The grave was dug up and one corpse was
found approximately two years old, Company Golf while god~
zing their assigned objective in the vicinity of XD 909630
received small arms fire and automatic weapons fire, OCom=
pany Golf returned smell arms fire and called in Qlmm mortars
and gunships, Company Golf successlully completed to seize
their acsizned objootive and a oomplote search of the area

* TR
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was made with negative results, Company Hotel while moving
tb their assigned objective observed one NVA in the vicinity
ofXD 925627, Company Hotel called in 8lmm and 60mm mor=
tars with unknowh results, Company Hotel @dYYéd/I¥ continued
to move end observed an unknown size enemy force on their
objective in the vieinity of XD 925627, Company Hotell
took the enemy force under small erms fire, Called in 8lmm
mortars and arty. Requested fixed wing and AO as Company
Hotel contihued to meet heavy resistance, Fixed wing
on station with A0 took ,50 cgliber auvtomatic weapons fire
while delivering ordnance onc enemy's position, After fixed
wing completed,,punships came on station and works suspected
enemysavenues of escape, Enemy began to withdraw, While
aggsaulting the enemy position two Marines were wounded,
Having successfully taken their objective the wounded Marines
were medevaced and a complete search of the area revealed
three NVA KIA, Two Marines attempting to move one of the
NVA bodies were wounded by a chi-com that exploded,
The NVA body had been booby trapped, The wounded Marines
were later medevaced, The search continued and the following
gear wes found: one 60mm tube, two AK 7 rifles, one 9mm
Fistol, one gag mask, one grenade, two-hundred rounds of AK
|7 ammo, assorted web gear and clothing, amsorted medical
geer, and assorted documents, All gear wes turned into Se2
Tfor intelligence purposes, Company Hotel consolidated and
set in & pood defensive perimeter for the night,

ne 19 Augusts Company Hotel received four rounds of
enemy B82mm mortar fire fndmatvhe vieinity of XD 921639, Called
Blmm morterfirce and arty with unknown results.
Company Hotoel observed one NVA in the vieinity of XD 932629,
Called 60mm mortar fire with unknown results,

0s 20 August. Company Hotel received five rounds of
onemy B82mm mortar fire from the vieinity of XD 93968, Called
arly on suspected enemy'e position with unknown results.
Company Hotel rirst platoon while on a routine patrol found
fresh foot prints and propaganda leaflets dropped by the
enemy, First platoon continued to move and was ambushed
from an unknown size enemy force in the vicinity of XD 920626,
The enemy used claymores and grenades to initiate the ambush
and followed up small arms fire, Three Marines were
killed and eight wounded, Pirst platoon returned small arms
fire and called in supporting erms, 8lmm mortars and arty
were fired and edjusted by AD on station., 6ompany Hotel
third platoon moved to support first platoon and to carry
medevacg to a nearby ILZ, Company Hotel second platoon while
mpving to secure the L2 received four rounds of 82mm enemy
morter fire causing negative casualties, Called B8lmm coun=-
ter morter and arty on suspedted enemy'!s position, PFixed
wing worked enemy'!'s withdrewl routes with unknown results,
Medevac was completed after maximum use of supporting arms,

it
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2% August. Company Bého while on a routine patrol
found o bunker complex in the vieinity of XD 872600 which -
was made up of thirteen bunkers. Six bunkers were & week
0ld and seven appeared to be seven months old, Thore was
olgo an O2ma mortar pit and .50 caliber machine gun site
that appeared to have been used recontlys. A comploto search
of the arca and of all the bunkers was nade and the following
gear was found: twenty=-one 82mn mortar rounds, fourty fuses,
twenty-~one primers, both for use with B2ym morter rounds, '
anG ten pounds of rice., All gear and bunkers were destroyed,
qe 2l Aupust, Company Bcho observed seven NVA in the
vieinity of XD 076509, Called for arty, and A0 on station
ndjusted with nogative results,

r, 25 Aurust, Company Echo while on a routine patrol
discovered one KIA in the viecinity of XD 869593, A com=
plete search of the aref revesaled tho following: one Soviet
7,62t AK L7 assault rifle, oighteen satchol charges, six
concussion grenades, five dynamite sticks, (1 1b, each), six
blasting caps, and nine chi-com grenades, All gear was
destroyed, and body was burled, ' '

8, 27 Auguste AO on station received small arms fire
from the‘vicln%%y of XD 912623, Celled in arty and fixed
wing on enemy's position, AO observed fivo bunkers destroyed,
one 82rm mortar pit damaged and one NVA KBA, Company Ioho
while moving to their nipght position found freshly dug fight-
ing holes with enemy ghovels and two rolls of comm wire lay-
ing nbarby, Position belioved to bo an enemy ambush site for
that night, All pear was destroyede

te 29 Aug%et. Company Hotel while on a routine patrol
discovered vomo bunkers spaced about every ten meters
along & well dofined but not recently used trail in the vic=
inity of XD 878578, Ono cache of B2mm morter rounds was also-
found, Markinzs on trees nearby indicated that a unit of the
Sth NVA Regiment had killed nineteen Narines in a two day
#iro fight at Dong Thieu in the vicinity of XD 925626, lark~
inns were about rive days old, Eneny 82mm mortar rounds
and 61l bunkers were destroyeds Ma markings were scraped off
trcese ‘ '
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PART IV
SUPPORYT I1IG DOCUMENTS

Q&. Copies of All Staff Journals, The staff journal for the
nonth of Aupgust 18 actached o thie document, Fg(iJkgﬂﬁ

\é. Oripinated liessages, All originated meossages are sube,
mitted with this document. ¢ ~(4{'3p,
: oy Sd ¢ ﬁ -

3, Copies of All Operation Orders. No operation orders
wero lssuved duriag P Augudt, All operations were

initiated by a frog order,

e Combat After Action Reports, There wero no After Action
Reports suomitted ifrom vhis unlt during the month of Auvpust,

Qg

Enclosure (1)

DECLASSIFIED



