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l. Reporting Unit. 3d 3.italion, 4th Marinos (Rein), lst Marine Brigade, FMF

2o Period Covercds 1-30 April 1965,

3¢ Commanding Officer. 34 Battalion, 4th Merines (Rein), 1-28 April 1965

Licutonant Colonel D, R. JONES, 28-30 April 1965 Lieutenant Colonel
W. W. TAYLOR,

ke Command Post, Initially: Camp Hansen, Okinawa
Afleoat: USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2;
Ashore: . PHU BAI, HUE (882138

5« Subordinate Unitss H&S Co (-) (Rein) ~ Capt SEEBURGER
Co I (Rein Capt DROST
Co X (Roin Capt MARINO
Co L (Rein Capt SLATER
Co"M (Rein) , 1stLt DE FORREST
let Plat (Rein), Co C, B
3d MI' Bn lstLt SMALLWOOD

8lmm Mort Plat (-), H&S Co lotLt EVERROAD
106rm RR Plat (-), H&S Co  lstLt WELPOTT
Btry I (-) (Rein), 3/12  Capt HARMON
3d Plat (~) (Rein), Co B,

3d Engr Bn lstLt PISTELLT
3d Plat (-) (Rein), Co C,

3d Tk Bn lstLt WARWER
3d Plat (-) (Rein), Co B,

3 AT Bn 1stLt BATES

3d Plat (Rein), Co A,

1st AmTrac Bn 1stLt BANNON
3d Plet (Rein), Co B,

3d Recon Bn LstLt REASONER
BLT 3/4 Shore Party Major GRAY
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1, Migeion osaigucd:
1-4 Apr 1965: Preparc to assumc rolc of SLI,

5-30 Apr 1965: Deploy in ase’ rod cipping to occupy and defond
. aseigned TAOR in the vicinity of HU#, PHU BAI airficld snd
defond the 8th RRU compound which lics in assigncd TAOR.

2. Movement made: Comp Hemsen, Okinawa to PHU BAI, South Victnam,
(Sco narrative).

3, Bxcrcisc participations Aftor occupation of perimeter around
PHU BAT oirficld and 8th RRU compound, rifle companics patrolled
oxtonsively during daylight and sct ambushes ot nightbe

4, Training conductcd: Only that which is concurrcnt with operatione.
5. Terrain and weather:

o, The terrain in the PHU BAI arca is low rolling hills cut by
swampy gullics. The TAOR is split to the right of ccnter
by a promincnt ridgolinc dominatcd at the north ond by
Eill 180, the commanding terrain in the TAOR. The gouth
cnd of the TAOR contains a sorios of high hills and ridoclines
which soparate very distinct East-West ecorridors., Thcie is a
small fordable river in the northern portion of the TuWOR.
There is very little foligge oxcept in the southwest portion
of tho TAOR, and the similiarity of the appearance of the
hills at night mokes night navigation very difficult,

R

b, The woathor is predominntely hot and humid. Daytime highs
ronge from 85 to 120 degrees farcnhight with an averago
humidity of 8%%. There hove beon seviral deys of rain and '
thunderstroms with temperoturcs in the 50's.
6. Summary of cvonts: Sce narrative.

7. Chronological soqucncc of cventst Sce S=3 Journal.
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5Apr BLT 3/4% was vctivated and combab support and sorvice support

attaohments were joined. (Sce Port II),

6=-10Apr  Intcnsivo omborking planning phase which ineluded changea -
* .y -in agsigned shipping, BLY 3/4 command growps Co Li: Co I
. Btry I, 3/12; platoons from Amtrac's, Rocon, and AT'e; and
other support clements cmbarked en USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2),.
~.Co X and Qo M with somo attachmonts cmbarked -on USS, HENRICO
A (APA=45) 3" "The oxcoutive officor's groupsidrivers from
C MI'; B Med, B Engr, and somc scrvice clements ombaorked
on USS UNION (AKA-106), .

134pr  .CO, BLT 3/4 and small command group tronsforred by highlino
to USS HENRICO to discuss landing plan with PHIBRON staff,
UApr © D-Days BIT 3/4 (=) landed by surfaco means over Red Beach 11,
a -Da Nang, South Victnam, of H-Hour: 0830, €O, BLT 3/h g
- londed with 3rd wove at approximately 0830 and was mot by
) the CG of the 4th ond 9tk MEB's, Brigadior Generals CARL
" "and KARCH respoctivoly, Ihc beach and adjacent arcss wero
dofended by ARVN and clements from 9th MEB. BLT 3/4 (=)
moved dircetly from Red Reach II %0 a sclcoted helo landing'
sitc approximately 1000 meters north of Red Beach IT,
At approximately 1020, tho first helo-1ift carricd the
.~ command group and approximately 80 men to the airfiold
- - at PHU.BAI, Coloncl WHEWZIR (CO, RLT-3) accompanicd the -
~ -7 €O, BLM 3/h, Two companizs of BIT 2/3 werc occupying the
" ‘oirficld, and the command group was met and bricfed by
Lt Coloncl CLEMMENTS ‘and Jumor MOORE, the CO and S-3
of BIP 2/3 rcspuctively; and Colenel GOLDENBERG, USA, CO
of 8th RRU, Thc BIP CP was sct up immediatoly to the gsouth

1

cast of the Bth RRU compound. The holi-1ift Of tho BLT (=)
oontitucd throughout the day. A two company perimeter
- ® “oround the airficld and tho 8th RRU compound wos ostablished

prior to night fall with 8lmm mortars in supports Thero
wad no encmy activity. Tho heli-lift consistod of 512 men
and 2 days of classcs I and V.

15apr At first light, tho remaining clements of BLT 3/4 commpnd
' ' landing by surfoce means up the SONG RUE over o sclectod
landing gite in HUE., Similtancous unloading of the LPDe2
by helicopter was conductcds - Licutcnant ¢eneral THROCKMORTON, |
Deputy COMJSMACV, ond Brigsdicr Goneral CARL visited the ,
BIT CP. Captoin CHOUNG, ARVN, reportod as lst ARVN Division
Liaison Officor. Co I landed prior to night fall and
dssumed o position in the defonsive perimeter, By night fall,
- BIT persennel strength agkorc was 7%%. . Small arms . firing
was observed in the village of PHU BAI at 2230, Thero were
no Marincs involved, ‘ ' ‘

¥
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16Apr During of the morning scver-l sightings

of sugr. 2sow . ., wore made, bub theve weve xty contadd

or coniiimationss Unloading opcrotions by surface and

‘air means continucd throughout the day, ond by nightfall
97% of ‘cquipment ond 60% of general supplics were unloadods’
Btry I, 3/12, landcd and assumod firing positions in the
vioinity of the airstripy by late -itornoons Copt SLATER
and Copt SEEBURGER were fircd upon, onc (1) round, while
rceonnoitering an arca southcast of 8th RRU. Co X patrolled
south of perimeter 3000 meters. No ¢ontact.

17ApT Unloading by surfoce and nir continued., TAC-IOG aboord
USS COOKE sccurcd and moved ashore with lst wave. Deputy
U.S. Ambassador to RVN, the Honorable Mr. JOHNSON and
€O, RIT=3 visited the BIT and werce bricfcd by the CO and
staff. €6 K deployed 4000 meters south of the perimeter
"for daylight patrolling and night ambushcs. No contact.

18Apr 0ff loading continucs; 95% complete. Daylight patrolling
- and night ambushes produced no contacts. Unidentified
swimmer fired on at HUE landing sitc with no rcsultse
USS VANCOUVER 100% off loaded.

19Apr Co M off loadcd and reported to BLT control. Unloading
100% complctcd. At opproximately 1830; a 6X6 truck was
fired upon, five (5) or six (6) rounds, riflc firc in the
vicinity of thc villoge of GIALE. Relief party in truck
following was fired on with a pistol from passing bus,

W No casuolticss Tire of truck puntured. No firc. rcturncd.

B Perimeter outposts fired upon by party of feur (4) .at 2200,
No casualtics. Fire returncd with no rosulis. S

20Apr . Party of three (3) attonpted penctration of di;ficld perimeter
and werc taken under fire with no resultss .

220pr o I doployed o vicinity hill 41 in contor &f TAOR,
Received seven (7) rounds small arms fire at 0210, Ne . - ..
cagualtics. Returned fire with no results.

2iApr One Morine killed (PFC THERMENTRAUT) ond onc weunded. _
(LCpl TIEMAN) by accidental discharge of fragmertation grenade.
THERMANTRAUT pulled the pinj and when the spoon !lew off,
he froze. Lt.Col JONES (CO, BLT 3/4) was cvacualed to
NA THRANG ficld hospital after passing out with o 4iagnosis
of heartattack. At appreximately 2110 2nd sqund, 3 Recon
on hill 161 reported a fire Tight at the base of e hill
. in the vieinity .of o twe mon Jistening post.  The two men.
o (PFC CHAMBERS and LCpl CAMPBLLL). were reported MIA my 2400,
%t.Co%; W. W. TAYLOR assigned as acting CO, 3d Bn, i%h Marines
Rein),. , - - LT CoT

v
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28Apr

294pr

30ApY
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At 0000, Feton $94 o4 0111 161 was attacked by a forco
of VC estimated to be B or 9 strong with amitomatic small
arms 1110 and »ienandose Fire was rceturncd and the cnemy
retirad. _The squid sustainoed onc KIA ( .°C WENZEL) ond
three WIA's (LCpl STEWARD, S. R.; PFC WILLIAMS, L. B.j
HM3 LEATHERS, R. B.). A platoon from Co I was dispatched
to the arca immediately from their position about 2,500
metors distant. The lst squad of B Rucon under the commaond
of lstLt REASONER left the OP perimcter to aseist Co Its
plotoon in the relicf of the 2nd squad, B Recon. Air
ovacuation was requested from Det, HMM 162 at PHU BAT
airficld and was refuscd as being "tactically unfeasible",
A% first light, lstLt HZASONER led a patrol in scarch of
the two MIA's, Both were found at the basc of the hill,
LCpl CAMPBELL was KIA, PFC CHAMBERS was WIA. Helicapter
cvacuation of all casuoltiecs was made at dawn., WIA's were

- trcated at B Med and evacuated to NA THRANG ficld hospital,

Action resulted in two §2) cnemy KIA, onc bedy reccovercd,
and the capture of two (2) sub-machine guns,  Recovered
KIA was a MSgt platoon commander from VC Co K-41 and was
carrying several papers of intclligence value. At 2040,
LCpl MARUSKA, Co I, was WIA by single small arms round in
the lege Incident occured at 880100, Fire was returned

with ncgative results. - o
LCpl MARUSKA evacuated by air to NA THRANG field hospital. Q @5

At 1815 Lt TAI (ARVN paséed sightihg to us. One platoon e
VC moving into 834064; onc platoon moving into 820070 -
and two platoons moving into 763097,

Intelligence reports received from scctor G-2 (1st ARVN Div)
indicated the 52th Bn of 95th Regt (VC) were moving from
785125 to 615110. Capabilities include 16 57mm rifles,

8th RRU rcportcd 300 VC located at 840040 w/copobilities of ,
2 8lmm mortors. One individual in black loosc clothing e
earrying whot appearcd to be a stick or rifle. Nogative

roesults,

8th RRU reported 2 Co's VC at 840040 with 2 8lmm mortars ’
and two c¢lephants carrying 2 _large wpns and muy VC at

980150 moving NE. Co K OP #2 challanged two individualse.

individuals fired one round at OP and disappeared. No

¢asualties, Co K patrol fired on from houscs ab 872133.

No fire returncd. No cosualtics.
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S-3 Sec‘n Lo
. 34 Bn, 4th Marines . ... -
HUE, PHU BAI, VIETNAM -
040800 Apr 1965 .
: S to
. ' 302400H Apr 1965
SL WAL -
Time Sorial. Aotion
%p out Bumbox TG Mussages, Incidents: Token
AT T 1 - 0LOBOO . BIT 5/k aotivatods Combat ST
‘ ‘ ‘ " and suproit ¢lements
e e L attached. ‘
lapr o 2 111200 BIT 3/4 comnmenced cmbark=  S,T
. S ation on assigned shipping. _ B
5, v : ~ CP located USS VANCOUVER. B
LIApr 3 131100 GO and staff transferred ~ S,F o
IR ‘ Co ot ses to USS HENRICO, ‘
ogper « -, L b 140830 H-Hour lst wave londed S,T

across Red Beach 2 at
Da Nang, South Vietnam.
o, BIT 3/4 landed in
SRS Co 3d wave.
LTS S 5 © 141030 Companics X, L and B&S (-) S,T
R . helilifted to HUE PHU BAIL
opirficld. Defensive posture : ‘
= : ' ' established, -
15Apr 6 150600 Commenced debarkotion of  S,T '*
‘ T : e remainder of BLD 3,5,
‘ Ships anchorcd off Song Hue
v , River with small boats
C moving up Song Hue to
unloading point in City
. 5 . ' ' . ‘ Of Hueo . .
- 15e16Apr Y ~ Consolidation of defensive  S,T
: : ' posture continucs along
. S : with unloading of ships.
184Apr . 8 180105 Unidentified swimmor fired S
2 ' on by Marine guard at
o . o Hue unloading point.
9 - 181300 Truck fired on while ]
x passing through Gia Le.
1gt Division ucsified and
" . investigating,
19Apr ‘ 10 - 191830  Truck retursing from Hue 3
. ’ received smal. omws Tire,
Marine puava returncd fire.
it Div notificd. No
casualtics, tire on truck
S . shot out.
11 192200 Four probable VC fired on §,F
. Co I listening post. LP
returned fire.
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22Apr .

23Apr
2hpapr -

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
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DIG

St vy Whetion
Mbssagos,“lﬂoidents Taken !

192206

200131
200515

220230

220523

221915"

240425

242121

Co L reported 18 VC in ‘ §:F P
front of their position, - .
firing tracer ammo, o

Co L reported 3 VO . 8,7
pinrcd down in front of 77
powition ond Co has

retumed fire, '

Co M rcecived 3 rounds S,F

- swall arms fire from vio of

grid squarc 8612, No fire
returned., ‘

No entry.,

Co I OP received 7 rounds SyF
of small arms firc frem

L men, OP rcturncd 14 rounds

-small arms fire. o casuwaltica,

Co I fired 5 rounds small §,F
armg fire zud cnc gronage at

L pmen moving in a southernly
direction viecinity of coord
888107. Co I fire not

returncd by 4 men, .

Reeon patrol spotted 9 crmed S,F
men at vieinity of coon

890080, 12th ARVYF Arty fired
mission on 9 cn. Accon
investigatod after cnd of
mission. Rcported negative
results

No untry.

Received call from Sgt ALLEN S,F
LSU stating at 240425 one

U. S. Morine was killed by

his run exploding grenade,
Killed = NHRUMENIRAUT, J. E.
PFC, Service #2063781, Wounded-

- TIEHMAN, S. E. LCpl, Service-

# 2052992. TIEMAN stated thot
EHRUMENTRAUT, pullcd pin from
grenade but apwarcrrily froze -
before throwing gronade.
Ingident occured on inner
perimeter of LI, Both
individuals memvcrs of Shore

 Party Team, 34 Shore Party

Eri,

Eccon second squad in 3,F
defonsive posture on hill

W4, Two man L.P. out.
Reported fire fight at base

of hill.
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25ApT, 20
21
22
23
24
25
.26
26Apy 27
2TApT .
28Apr 28
29Apr
30Apr 29
30
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DTG

Action

Messages, Incidents Taken

250010

250115

250610

250730

250800

- 250900

252040

262200

282130

202125

302126

Recon 2nd S.nad just reported S,F
attack by approx 10 cnemy,

Can hear them at base of hill
apparently forming for another
assaults. Have 1 KIA and

5 Wli« Rogueat ovacuations
Reoon Plat Cemdr took S,F
out Iiis other squad to assist
squad on hill 144,

Recon squad located on hill 8,F
161, Evacuation of dead and
wounded accomplighed. Search
underway for 2 MIA's who were
on LP. ..

Two MIA's located, One WIA S,F
(CHAMBERS) at B66084 and one
KIA (CAMPBELL) ot 860081.
Helicopter evacuation of 5,F
CHAMBERS and CAMPBELL effected
without incident,

One dead VC was a MSgt with S,F

Co K-h41, Intelligcnce gathered

from the body was sent to

RIT-3, The body was tumed

over to Dong Da training

center,

LCpl James W. MARUSKA of Co I S,F

was wounded in the leg by

sniper fire, Sniper was not

sighted,

Co I OP fired on by 4 men, §,F

No fire returned. Co X :

reported one round of small

arm fire hit in front of QP

#l1l. No intelligenec on

where round came from.

No entry.

Co K fired at onc man in S,F

vicinity of OP #5., 2 men

fired a shot at their OP #2,

Individuals were pursued with

negative reesulta, -
No entry. e
Co L located on hill 36 S, B,
reeceived 3 rounds of small

armg fire, PFire not returncd.

No casualties.

Co K received 5 rounds of small S,F
arms fire from vieoinity 872133,

Firc was not returned and

there were no cosualtics. «
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