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?art I 

1. Reporting Unit~ 3d ,3 .• Ltalion, 4th Marinos (ROj.n), .lst Marino Brigade, FMF 

2. Period Covered. 1-;0 April 1965. 

,. Commanding Officer. . 3d Ba.ttalion, 4th Marines (Rein), 1-28 April 1965 
Lieutonant Colono1 D. R. JONES, 28-30 A~ril 1965 Lieutenant Colonol 
w. W. TAYLOR. 

4. Command Post, Initially: Camp Hansen, Okinawa 
Afloat: USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2) 
Ashore: . PHU BAI, HUE (882138) 

5. Subordinate Units. H&S Co (-) (Rein) 

Co I t'inj Co KRein 
Co L Rein 
Co"M (Rain) 
1st Plat (Rein), Co 0, 
3d Mr Bn 
Blmm Mort Pl£it (-),. H&S CO 
lOomm RR Plat (-~' H&S Co 
Btr,y I (-) (Rein, 3/12 
3d Plat ( .. ) (Rein), Co :S, 
3d Engr Bn 
3d PInt (-) (Rein), Co C, 
3d Tk Bn 
3d plat (-) (Rein), Co :S, 
3d AT Bn 
3d Plat (Rein), Co A, 
1st AmTro.c Bn 
3d plat (Rein), Co B, 
3d Recon En 
BLT 3/4 Shore Party 

DECLASSIFIED 

Ca~t SEEBUlUER 
Ca~t DROST 
Capt MARINO 
capt SLATER 
lstLt DE FORREST 

lstLt SMALLWOOD 
lstLt EVl!lRROAD 
ls'tLt WELParT 
Capt H.A:aMON 

lstLt PISTEr.L! 

lstLt W.Aili:JER 

lstLt BATES 

lstLt BANNON 

lstLt REASONER 
Major GRAY 
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Part II 

(" 1. Mission o.S8~.Oi;;C:,: 

1-4 Apr 1965: PrepQrc to assume role of SLF. 

5-30 Apr 1965: Doploy in o.sf)'.J . ..:d ~;:Jipping to occupy o.nd defend 
assigned TAOR in the vicinity of HIJi:, PFID. BAI airfield. rmd 
d.ofond tho 8th RRU compound which lioo in assigned TAOR. 

2. Movement made: Camp Hansen, Okino.wo. to PHU Bj~I, South Vietno.m.. 
(Soe no.rro.tive). 

~. Exorcioc p~rticipo.tion;A£tor occupation of perimetor ~ound 
PHt1 BAI airfield and 6th RRU conlpound, rifle oompanies po.trolled 
oxtcnoivoly during dAYlight and set o.mbushos at night. 

4. Tro.ining conductod: Only that which is concurrent with operations. 

5. Terro.in and weather: 

0.. Tho terrain in the PEU BA1 nren is low rolling hills cut by 
swampy ~lllies. Tho TAOR is split to the right of center 
by 0. prominent ridgolino domino.tcd at the north end by 
Hill 180, tho comm::mding terrain irA. the TlI.OR. Tho south 
end of the Ti\.OR contains 0. serios of high hills und ri(l',:"linoB 
which sepo.rnte ver:! distinct Eo.st-Wost corridors. ~hu:i:':; ~3 a. 
smo.ll fordable ri vcr in tho northern portion of the 'llJ I.OR. 
There is -very little fOlio.gtl. except in the southvTost portion 
01' tho TAOR, and tho similio.rity of the appoaronce of the 

I _ 

hills at night makos night navigation very difficult. ~ 

b. The woo.ther is prodominatoly hot and humid. Daytime highs 
range from 85 to 120 dogreos faronhight with on averago 
humidity of 85%. Thoro havo bc,-n scv::;ro.l doys of rllin and 
thunderstroms with teml?cr,-'turo~ in the 50' s. 

6. Su.mrno.~ of events: Soc nllrro.tivc. 

7. Chronologioo.l sequenco of eventsl SOc S·, Journal. 
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, ,' .. :illATIVE 
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'BLT }/4" ~~s ~ oti vatud and combat support and sorvioo support 
,atta.ohments were joined. (Seo ~QrI; II). 

.. " . :~ 

~ . 

6-iOAi>r Intensivo ombarking planning phn,"Ju whioh inol,uded changes 

l;Apr 

. ; 

14Apr " 

lSApr , 

'* "in Q/ilsisnod shipping. DLT ,/4 COJi,m::u.d aX-OupJ co L;~ Co II 
'! Btry I, 3/12, platoons .from Junhnc'o, )"boon, and AT's; end 

other support clcm<;nta embarkod on m;s VfJWOUVER (LPD-2). 
Co K and Co M with some QttachllJonts omba:rked 'on USS HENRICO 

;;"'(APA-45) ~,:f~he executive offioor's grOUPf';ah vera from 

,':. 

C Ml'; B Mod, B Engr, and BOIDe: service clements emba.rked . 
on USS UNION (AKA-106). 

" CO, BLT 3/4 £.Ind SIllIlll cQmmo.nd group transferred by' highlino' 
to USS HENRICO to disouss landing plan with PHERON staff. 

D-D.;,y~ BLT 3/4 (-) lcndcd by surfaco mOMS over Rcd BOMh II, 
Do. Nang, South Vietnam, Q~ Ii-Hour: 0830. CO, BLT 3/4 , " 
land.ed. with3rd wove at npproximlltolY,0830 and wa.s mot by 
'the OG of the 4th' and 9tl. HEB' s, Brigadier Genorals CARL 

, o.nd KARCH rospocti vo ly. 'lhc bea.ch a.nd adjacent areas wero 
defended by ARVN o.nd olonlcnts from 9th MmB. 13LT 3/4 ( .. ) 
moved directly from Rod Ma.Ch II to a. selocted holo In.nding' 
sit.c Ilpproximo.toly 1000 !lotars north of Rod Boach II.:', 
At a.pproximately 1020, thb first holo-lift cnrriod. the 

," oommond group and np:pro:x:~:"'.ntoiy 60 men to tho airfiold 
at PHU,BAI. CclonolWIIE8JI;~R (CO, 'RLT-3) IlOOOl;npnniod tho . 

. . CO, BLT' 3/4. ,Two oompa.ni~3 of·13LT 2/3 were occupying tho 
o.irficld, and' tho command group was met Clnd briofod,by 
Lt ColonCl CL2Mi-~"TS 'Clnd J[,:nor 1100RE, the CO and S-; 
of BLT 2/3 rospuctivoly; tl.'1d C0101101 GOLDENBERG, USA, CO 
of 8th RRU ~ The BLT CP wo.:i sot up immediatoly to tho south 
cast of the 8th RRU compouncl. '.rhc holi-lift of tho BLT ( .. ) 
oontihuod throughout the d'lj. A two compo.n~r perimoter 
'a.roundthe airfield und th." 8th RRU oomuOlmd was ostnblished 
prior to nieht fall with 81.mm mortars;G; support. There 
was no enemy activity. Th"'l holi-lift oonsistod of' 512 men 
and 2 days of classos I and V. 

At first light, tho rema.ining clements of :BLT3/4 oOlIlIll.."l)1d 
landing by surfaoo mOMS U1' tho SONG HUE over 0. solectod 
landing sito in HUE. Siml.l.:tnneous unlo!1.d~,nf{ of tho LPD-2 
by helicopter wa.s oonductod.. Lieutenant ('.e;;(~:cW. TBllOC¥JlORrON, 
Deputy COMtJSr1ACV, nnd B:dg~d:i.or Goncrru. 01.£\L visi tod tho . 
BLT CPt Oaptain CHOUNG, fIRm, rcportoa. as lstARVN Division 
Lio.ison Officor. do I landed prior to night f'0.11 o.nd 
assumed c position in the cl,cf.'onsivc pcrimcto:r. By night fnll, 

,BLT pcrsennol stl:'Cngth o&.o:tO wos 7r;ffo. Smo.ll arms· firing 
was observed in the villo.~o ofPHU BAI nt 22~0. Thero were 
no furinos invol vod. 
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18Apr 

19Apr 

20Apr 

22Apr 

24Apr 
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Durir~,; " of the morninG sow:c"'l sight1ngs 
of sU:~,;"~:;;cC:. "~ lv, 1'0 mndo, ~11'b thc1'cwotle ~ G~'tl.. 
or cOTll'ilm:1tiOl.::. Un1oCi.ding operations b:" surfa.ce and: 

! air moans contin.ued throughout tho d..':lY, c:n.d by nightfall 
97% ofcquipmcnt Qnd 6010 of goneral 8uFPlios woro Wllondod. 
Btry I, 3/12, londcd and nssumod, firing poeitions in tho 
V:i.oinit;y: of tho airstriPt 'by lOoto :.fbrrtoon. Copt SLilI'ER 
and Capt SEEBURGER were firod uporl, on~ (1) round.,whllc 
rcconnoi tcring an arca southeast of 8th rum. Co K patrollod 
south of perimeter 3000 metors. NO contact. 

Unlollding by surfaoe nnd a.ir continued,. TAO-LOG aboard 
USS COOKE secured and moved Dshore with 1st wave. Deputy 
U.S. Ambassador to RVN, the Honorable Mr. JOHNSON nnd 
CO, RDT-3 visited tho BDT and were briefed by the CO and 
staff. Co K deployed 4000 meters south of the por1metor 

'fordoylight pa:~rolling and night ambushes. No contact. 

Off landing continuos; 95% complete. DQy1ight patrolling 
and night t~bushosproduccd no contacts. Unidentified 
swimmer fired on o.t HUE landing site with rio results. 

, USS VANCOUVER 100% off loaded. 

Co M off londed and reported to BLT control. Unlonding 
100% completed. At approximately 1830; n 6x6 truck was 
fired upon, five (5) or six (6) rounds, rifle: fire in th(~ 
viCinity of tho village of GrJILE. Relief party iIi. tr'll.ck 
following was fired on with n pistol from pneaing bu~. 
No casunltics, Tire of truck punturcd. No ~iro. returned. 
Perimeter 9Utposts fired upon by porty of f~ur( 4) . at' '2200. 
No ca.sualties. Fire' returnod with no results. . . 

, , 

Party of throe (3) attempted penctr::.ttion of o.irficldporimctor 
Clnd wore tnkon under fire with no results. '. . . .• 

Co I deployed to Vicinity hill 41 in centor '61 TAOh. 
Rocoived seven (1) rounds. small orms fire at 0210': No 
ct;l-sua1ties. Returned f:Lro with no results.' 

One Morinq killed (pPC THERMENTRAUT) and ono wounded. . 
(LCp1 TIE.!"'1AN) by accidcn~D~ discharge of fro.gmcr tation g~no.dc. 
THERlWlTR.WT pulled tho pin; and when the spoon .Q.cvl off" 
he frozo. Lt .Col JONES (CO, BLT 3/4) wa.s ovncua\nd to 
NA THRANG fio ld hospi tala.ftor pass ing out vlit~ Il ~ingnosis 
of hoarto.ttnck. At approximately 2110 2nd 8cp.;.~~d, .\ Rocon 
on hill '161 reported a fil"'0 l:_tght at tho bn'E:lc of ito hill 
in tho vicini ty·of 0. two moD J.i~tcning post. Thct~o mc~. 
(PFC CHIiMBERS and LCpl OAMPBl.:1L) :werc rcpOrtc.d MI.A .\r\ 2400. 
Lt.Col. w. W. TAYLOR aSSigned as acting CO', 3d Bn., .~Ul Marines 
(RG~). .' " .. ., , 
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26Apr 
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29Apr 
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At OO~.O, l"'tC,OI\ S1 d 0'1 hill 161 wa.s attacked bY' ll. force 
of va e.stl"'la.t~(1 t~ he 8 or 9 strong with Qlltomtttic small 
arms f;;'j.o and "'J~.'u!1G.d.cs. Fire was retur21o:::d and tho onomy 
rctirod. -Thl,) oq,u';,d suotainod one KI"i. .: '}C l,oJENZEL) o.nd 
three WIA' s (LCpl STEWARD, S. R.; PFC \'l1LLD'.NS, L. E.; 
EM3 LEATIreRS, R. B.). A pla,toon fJ~om Go I 'l'lOS dispatched 
to tho area. immedia.to ly from thch~ })osii5.ol1. about 2,500 
metors distant. The 1st squQd of J3 !l\:.con undor the> command. 
of lstLt REASONER left the OP :pcrim()tur to assist Co lIB 
platoon in the rolief of tho 2nd squa.d, B Rocon. Air 
evacuation was requested from Det, HMM 162 at PIill BAI 
airfield and was rcfuood as being IItactically unfca.sible". 
At first light, lstLt RE1,SONER led a patrol in sea.rch of 
the two MIA IS. Both wero found at the base of the hill. 
LCpl CAMPBELL wns KIA, PFC CHAMBERS Wo,s WIA. Helicopter 
QVl1cuo.tion of a.ll casual tios Wll.S made at dawn. WIA' s wcro 

. treated at B Med and eva.cuated to NA THEANG fiold hospit~l. 
Aotion resulted ill two (2) enemy KIA, ono body reoovered, 
and tho co,pturc of two (2) sub-mo.chino guns. Recovered 
KIA was 0. HSgt plo.toon commnnder from VC Co K-41 o.nd wo.s 
carr,¥ing several papers of intelligence value. At 2040, 
LOpl MARUSKA., Co I, was WIll. by singlo smnll !lortne round in 
the leg. Inoident occured at 880100. Fire was returned 
with nogutivo results. . 

LC~l l't\.RUSKA evacua.ted by air to NA THR.\NG field hospitcl. 

... ... 
At 1815 Lt TAl (ARVN) passed sighting to us. One platoon 
VC moving into 834064; one plotool1 moving into 820070 
and two platoons mOVing into 763097. 

Intelligence 'reports received from sector G-2 (1st ARVN Div) 
indicated the 52th Bn of 95th Regt (VC) were moving from 
785125 to 815110. Ca.pabilities includO 16 57mm rifles. 
8th RRU reported 300 VC loca.ted at 840040 w/capabilities of 
2 Slmm mortars. One individual in black loose clothing 
carrying what appoarod to be a stick or riflo. Negative 
:,csu1ts. 

._.-
ebh RRU reported 2 Co's VO nt 840040 with 2 Blmm mortars 
a.nd two Q,lephnnts carrying.2 lnr£Q.. wpns o.nd mu.;;,y VO at 
980150 moving NE. Co K OP #2 chal1angcd two individuals. 
:ndividuals fired one rotuld at OP Ilnd disa.p'(:oom~cd. No 
eosualties. Co K patrol fired on from houSOG Ilt 872133. 
No fire returned. No C~'l2'J.':'11tios .• 
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S-3 S~ce!1 
}d Bn, 4th, M£l.rinos ,~ .. ".. .. ".'. -./' 

r--- RUE, PHU BAI, VIETNAM 
, 

, . " ' .. 040GOOI Apr 1965 
t,) 

302400H Apr 1965 
~E,~' .. _:r:!~ 

Time Sorial· Aotion 

lipr 
Out N'umbo:t:., DTG M0s~~1;~_J.~.s~d~nts· Token -<l<'~' 

040800 
r 

l BLT)/ .::.0Vi...,o.ted. Combat S,T 
and 9UPP0J.t cloments 
attached. 

llApr 2 111200 BLT ,/4 oommonoed embark- s,~ l, 
ation on assigned shipping. . "",., 

'~e OP located USS VANCOUVER. " 

:l'Apr 
'''I .. ' 

3 l31100 CO o.nd staff tro.nsfcrred S,F >'>1: 

nt son to USS HElNlUCO. 
14Apr " • . " 4 140830 H-Hour 1st wove lo.ndad S,T . ' across Red Beach 2 at 

' .. Da Nang, Sout.h ViCltno.m.. 
CO, Bm ;/4 landed in 

" 3d wave. 
14Apr . 5 141030 Com:pnnios K, L and H&S (-) S,T 

helilifted to HUE PHU BAI 
niri'iold. Defonsive posturo 
established. -; 

15Apr 6 150600 Commenced debnrk:1ti')~l of S,T '.1 

remninder of BLT ;< .'h 
.), . 

Ships anchored off Song Hue 
~ River with smnll boats 

mOving up Song Hue to 
unloading point in City 
of Hue. 

15-16Apr '. 7 Consolidation of defensive' S,T 
posture continues along . with unloading of ships. 

18Apr e 180105 Unidentified swimmor fired S 
on by Murino b"Unrd nt 

," HUG unloading point. 
9 181,00 Truck fired on "tthile S 

passing through Gia Le. 
1st Division :l"oI;ifiod Dnd 
invcstigoti:n~~ 

19Apr 10 191830 Truok rctur:'!.:.Y:g' from Hue S 
!'0 co:l. '10 c1 - f' S~f:;~.! .• !. I'~:':'&l~ S -~re. 

I·!~r:LYlCl gtAJ.-Ci ~'otu:mCld fire. 
18t Div notifiod. No 
casual ties, tiro on truck 
shot out. 

11 192200 Four probable VC firod on St F 
Co I listoning post. LP . raturned fire. 

1 
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Action 
.;;I~n ____ ...;Out ':: J1I'G 
25Apr, --_.-2'0' ........ - 250010 

Messages z ~!.l.s.idcnts Ta~ 
Rocon 2nd S.,i).Q.d just reported S,F 
attaok by approx 10 enomy. 

26Apr 

21Apr 
28APr 

29Apr 
30Apr 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

250610 

250730 

250800 

250900 

252040 

262200 

282130 

302125 

302126 

Can hoar thorn at bnso of hill 
apparently forming for another 
aosnu1t. Have 1 KIA and 
3 ';11.,\. Roquollt OVo.cuc.tion. 
Rocon PInt Comdr took S,F 
out (;is other squad to assist 
squad on hill 144. 
Recon oquad located on hill S,F 
161. Evacuation of dead and 
wounded accomplishad. Soarch 
underway for 2 MIA I s who woro 
on LP •. ' 
Two MIA's located. One WIll. S,F 
(CHAMBERS) at 866084 nnd one 

. KIA (CAMPBELL) at 860081. 
Helicopter evacuation of StF 
CHAMBERS and CAMPBELL affected 
without incident. 
One dead VC was a MEgt with s,F 
Co K-4l. Intolligcnco gathered 
from the body was sent to 
RLT-3. Tho body was tU:::'tlOd 
over to Dong Da training 
conter. 
LOp1 James W. MARUSKA of Co I S,F 
was woundod in tho leg by 
sniper fire. Snip~r was not 
sighted. 
Co I OP fired on by 4 men. S,F 
No firc returned. Co K 
reported onb round of smnl1 
arm firo hit in front of OP 
#11. No intelligenoe on 
where round ce.Ine from. 
no entry. 
Co K fircd nt onC man in S,F 
vicinity of OP #5. 2 mon 
fired n shot at their OP #2. 
Individuals wore pursued with 
negative results. 
}ro entry. 
Co IJ located 011 hill 36 S,F 
!'Cooi ved 3 rounds of small 
e.rms firo. Firo not retumod. 
No oasualties. 
Co K roooivod 5 rounds of small S,F 
arms firo from vioinity 8721". 
Fire was not returned and 
thero were no oasualties. 
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