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A. Obgenizatiohal Gate inéluding attechments:

d Battslion; 4th Marines
1th Marine Regiment -% (Rein)
%4 Mapine Diviston; FM

(1) Period Covered: 1 September 1966 -~ 30 Sept-
ember 1966 ] _ o | :

(2) Cormending Offteery ILdeutenant Golonel W. J. | e
MASTERPOO = AR o
Exsoutive Offiocers 1-980pbb Qag‘bam W. E. MCKENNA

10 583,255 Cdptaiu Lic O

MOIRZEJm !X
§-1 1-6Sep6d ¥0.1 J. GIBSON
8-1 7-30Sep66 2ndlt C. Ve LORD
$-2 1-308epb6 8%t J. 3. MOGINTY
33 1-308ep66  Uept B. J. MODRZEJEWSKI
Sl 1-308ep66 . 2ndLt P. V. THIBAULT

CommO 1-308ep66  Capt C. R. MITCHELL
H&S Co 1—%038&6 %Bt!at ¥. E. HEALY
"I" Co  1-308epbb ‘apt H. ¥. ROSS
'K} Co  1-5Sepbb $adlt D+ A» RICHWINE
BE Sy Gy am
L ) Lapt &y b )
° i3 gé Jv W WOOLAKD

"M Co  1-OSepbb Ca
"M Co io-go.ggpss 2¢b14 Br J. CROWELL

(3) Averege Monthly Strength:  UEM  ISN

a. Offtcers - 32 2
b. Enlisted 860 47
alifiap”
-’
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SECTION IX

1. PERSONNEL | : oy

a. Number of peplacsmante paceived: USHC Officers 0
P USMC Enlisted 169

USN Officers 0

USN Enlisted ”

b. Nupmber of Personnel rotated: VUSNO Offiocers 2
© USMC Enligted 41

USN Offioers 0

USN Enlisted 11

c. Breafdown of personnel lost other thab rotation!

(1) WIA: 21 USMC Bnlisted

KIAt 9 USMC Enlisted

DOW: 1 USMC Enlisted
Humanitarlan/Emergenoy;gransfers: None
Non=~Battié injuriles’ ,

Intre Div/Be i’i transfers; 2 USMC Officers,
2 USMC Bnlisted, * USN Enlisted

d. BRE&R Trips: 94

2
3
I}
5
6
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ECTION IT)
INTELLIGENCE |
1. Enemy Situation At The Beginning of the Period.
8o ] WNEE ' o

The PAWNEE Operational Area exteﬂdﬁ from CAO
DO Pass at ZD055026 in the vast to LANG CO Bridge
et ATBB?%{? 1n the north to the South China Bea
and CAU HAI BAY, snd the BACH MA Resort Area and

. NUI CAI TON Mounteins #0192952 in tho south. An

S estimated 300 enemy guerrillasg were belleved to be
opereting in the area in addition to two Main.
Foroe umite, the 810th Battelion end the 95th B

: Regiment. The exsot strength end locetions of the

' Main Force inits were not known but:the 810th Bat- S

[ tellon with & strength of 400 men wds belleved to g

; be in the vicinity of AT8593. Tne 95th B Regiment B Y

: with & strength of over & thousend men end poBsess« . i

ing 82mm moptar oapability, wes estimated to be with- BT

g in 24 hours of reinforoing distence of the BACH MA Re-
sort area. Two looal Force platoons were known fo A
operate In the high ground in the viocinity of ZD1505
and AU835050. Suspeoted missions of the enemy be=-

] ~ pides gethering vice from the 0C TRI and 10C THUY

! Villages aret

(1) To lawnch e oooridineted ettack on the lang
Co Bridge AT887957.

(?) To harress and ambﬁs‘h vehioular traffio
along Nabional Highway #1.

(3) To stbaeck snd destroy rellvoad and highway
bridges in the aroa.

The enemy 1§ reported to have estenlished & pat-
tern of moving into the villsges during the hours of
darkness and moving out shortly before first 1light.
If no wnusual activity takes place in the early morn=
ing hours, (1.e. allied opsretions usuelly commence
in the morning) the VO move heok into the villages
end spend the ey, Beports of VC spending an entire
24 nour period in the dbuiltup areas are not uvnoonm-
mon. Specific afeas of suspected ensmy aotivity are:

| (1) 0 auoply potas o ZDLZBOST,
2) TEnemy Storage aren at ZC158L.
\ ﬁa) A highwey mesupply point ot ATB46998.
| 315)59 Pogsibility of the beech being mined at 2D19-

A . ' Sesais
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(5) Enemy yﬁn@%ﬁ?@ @L@ é’sn H131 88 st AUBO-

s i sy T

The PAWNEE Operationsl Avep extends fyowm CAO
DOI Pogs 2D055026 in the east to LANG 00 Bridge at
AT887957 4n the north to the South Chine 8ea and
CAU HAI BAY, gnd the BACH MA Regort Ares end NUI
CAI TON Mowmteins 20192952 4n the south. An estimeted
300 enemy guerrlllas were belleved to be operating
in the srea in addition to two Main Foroe wmits,
the 810th Bettalion end the 95th B Regiment with &
strength »f over a thousend end possessing 82mm more
ter capabilities, was estimated to ba within 24 hours
of veinforcing distence of the BACH MA Resgort Area.
Two Local Foroe plestoons were known to operate in
the high ground in the vicinity of ZD1505 and AUB3-
5060. Suspected missions of the enemy bhosides ga-
thering rice from the IOC TRI end 10C T Villages
are;

¢1) To launch & ocoordinated stfack on the LaNG
CO Bridge ATBB7957. ,

(2) To nerrese snd smbush vehloular traffic a-
long Netional Highway #1le ,

(3) To sttack end destroy rsilrosd end highway
bridges 1n the srea,

The enemy 1s yeported to have established & pat-
tern of moving into the villpges during the hours of
darkness and moving out shortly before first light.
If no unusual sctivity tekes place in the early morn-
ing hours, (1.e. sl1i2d operatious wsuslly oommence
in the morning)-thb V¢ move back inioc the villages
end spend the day. Ueports of VO spending an entire
24 hour period in the bullt up eress is not umoom-
mon. Specific enemy sctivity ere:

(1) ¥C supply point at 2ZD12B067.

(2) Enemy storage myes at 2C158k.

(3) A nighwey resupply point et AT84E998.

(16)9 Pospibility of the beach being mined at 2419~
3059, . ~ :
(3)" Enemy obsarvetion post on H1ll B8 at AUB07017.

Inteélligenoe reparzs $nd0sted that NVA Units were
moving bock into the CAM 10, DONG HA Ares south of
the DMZ, With the 6th VC Reglment looated in the area
of the BA LONG Vellsy. Suspeoted missions of the en~
emy are. SRy
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(1) To 1nfiltrsts eneny Torses morogs the DMZ
through the BA I1ONG Valley.
{2) To lvunoh large pople offensives with bat-
tallon size univs or larger.
(3) 7o mortar friendly installations in the area.

d. Operation PRAIRIE, 22 Snvtenbor 1956 to 30 Sept-
ember 1966. ,

The PRAIRIE Operational Area extends from the DMZ
to the north to Lacstion border on the west snd the
South China Sees on the east. An estimeted NVA Division,
the 324th B, end thé VO 6th Beglment 18 belleved to
be operating in the arsa. The lpostion of the 324th
B Division 18 not krown but the 6th VC Regiment is be-
lieved to be located in the BA LONG Valley area.
Suspected missions of the enemy erel

(1) To launch e ooordlnsted atthek on Allled in-
stallations 4in the operating aree.

{2) To hamper supply routs of Highwey #1 during
the monsoon seasons

o _Poricd. See SBeotlon IV,
159 VG KIA (Conf), 289 V¢ KIA (Prov)

Individusl Wesvons: Total 178

1 heavy Mi Cel .30 with t‘raversm% end
wheels, 1 light ¥ Usl .30, & ChiCom SMG 7.62,
2 ChiCom AK-47 Asgault Rifles 7.62, 2 oxtra
barrels for M Gal ,30, 1 {US) M-1 oardine,
65 Chi0om grenades, 93/82mm ChiCom morter
rounds, 11/78gam mortar fuses, 20/82mm mortay
fuses, 20/82mm morter iuiation cartridges,

4 Russien RFG-2 B2mm rockets, 2 light Helo

& 11ght vehicwler mines, 10 cans for M3 emmo,
é mogezines w/emmo 7.62y 13 lbs, TNT, 1 (US)
M;Zé grenada, 2 Clsymore mines (US), 2 AT
miness

(?) Equipment: 15 snirenching tools, 10 NVA pon-
chos, 1 {US) poncho, 12 packs, 9 hend picks, 8
hammocks, 9 waohetes, 2 rolls comm wire, 1
telegraph key, 1 head set, 2 centeen oups (uS),
1 csnteen (‘USS, 1 utility uniform (ARVN type),
30 lbs. rice, asported documents. :

DECLASSIFIED




£

B VU LD P

DECLASSIFIED

Ui D

e Sienific » g D 15 1) @mg the Tirst
prt of the month an AnoYe hlemy,ﬁ%: ing and hare
vesgment fire elong Highway #1 in the PRV 8Al Ares durimp .
the hours of daylipht which inoluded & daylight embush

of & US mlitary wehlole wes nighly notieesble. In the
PAWNEE Operational Avsa the enemy appearg o utilize the
relative seoadity of the mountelus and §ungles to tran-
port_rice. iniormation vbiained fyom looal farmers and
PHU 10C Distyiot Advisor pergommel indicates possible
enemy storage areas at 20165955, 172965, AUB35064, and
AUBLO0ORBS. Effective liaison estabdblished with the nuns end
priest at the Catholie chruoh and erphanege at ZD142007
aided in paining information and gatting a "feel® for the
erea. The VC gpparently move throughout the opereting
area with a high degree of security. The exception to this
15 elong the natlonel railroad snd Highwey #1 where loocal
PF gquads provide security for the bridges end hamletse
With the initlation of Operation PAWNEE, the enemy was
foroed to utitilize the hourg of Jarkness and restricted to
the mowntains snd jungles to oonduct hie risce transportetion
aotivities., No sigmifioant oonteot wes made end 1U appesrs
that the enmsmy is avolding oontect, & VC platoon wes -
spotted by Recon on 280810H at 20163965 end@ popsible~ may
be guerding the trail, An inorsase of enemy sotivity =
in the PRATRIE Operationel Area toweird the second half of
the month whioh inclyded attecks by mortars end 1a§§e
units on Allied Foroes in the aroa, Upto present NVA
Units appesr to move freecly thmug;h meimtein eress and
nave esteblished heavily forsified sress on ridgeliness
Sipnificant contect wes made at XPyB9613 to XD9 8616,

. Enosunters with V0 have been 1ight end lacking. It
appears the VO 18 avolding ponbect, To dAate there is
no evidence of Mein Foroe writs in the arsa.

b. Oneration PAWNEE II, 8 Soptember 1966 to Mi Seph~
Mn. . . ‘ ol . '

The 2s¢k of pignifiocant conteot or sightings
1ndtosted that the VO in the area ere avoldlng eon-
tact. Suspectet enemy areas have been observed with
negative results.

No contact made Aduring this period.
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The operation is oontinuing es the rapsrting
period enfis, Strong resistence was met at XD989613
and osntinued west with lighter vesistence with each
enaoymter. St eppeared that s NVA Battelion wes
operating in this area. = . oL
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01 Sentember 1966 .
(1) At 0206H, Company I, (ZD142008) wes taken
under fire by approximatelgles-ao VO. Five was *

returned hy 60mm mortsre, S/A, ¥-60, M-79, and
81mm mortar illumination. Artillery migston
was oalled in. Results, & VC KIA, 2 VOS5, 2 dburp
gun megazines, 4 Chilem grensdes, 4% pound block
of TINT, 1 USMC WIa.

{1) At OP4sH, Oompeny M sprung en &rbugh on 2
Ve pt 20144993, Swept pren with negative results.

(2) At 131%H, Compayny K received automatic weas
pong fire fpyom appry !,ma;tglﬁ_g VC at ZC1189%%8.
Returned fire with 8/A and ¥-60's. Regulbsy 2
USMC WIA, Artillery misgion oalled in on VG pos-
ition. .

(1) 4t 1710H, Compsny M made oontact with 5 VC
at 20147984. VG teken undsr Five by 8/A. Rew=

sults, 1 VC KIA, 2 ChiCom grenedes, 1 bag of rice, ™~

1 first-aid kit.

(2) &t 1800H, Reton pabiol gpotted 12 V0 moving
east at 20143933, Artillery migsion oelled in
with wnknown yegultsse

ol September 1966

(1) At 0530H, Oompeyiy M vecelved 2 inooming M-26
renades 8t ZO137997», .

) At 0335H, Compeny M recelved 1 round sniper
fire at ZC137997+ | .

(3) At 0545H, Company ¥ received 1 inooming 60mn
mortar round. No casualties were sustained.

08 Septenber 1966

(1) 4t 1825H, one airsraft fired six rockets

DECLASSIFIED
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1ty moters $o the gamr of Company K. Alyoraft
reported sighbting approximately seventeen VO,
vicinity of 20459821, Bearch was conducted with
negative results,

(1) At 2020H, a patyol from Compeny L Inibieted
an ambush at 0139991 on en estimated 5 V. drea
vwag swept with nepative results. .

(1) A%t 1153, Gompany I reoceived sniver fire from
3 VC vicinity of 20093986, S/A f'ire wes returned,.
aren was ewept and two eets of ﬂra§ marks were dise
covered, Results 2 VO KIA (Probablel,

{1) At 2210H, Company X had oontect with approx=-
Ametely 30 VC from the wicinity of %0119993. Re-
ceived approximately 30 rounds of 8/A fire end

one grencdes. Fire wes voturned with aspproximately
50 rounds of 8/A and Artillery fire mission was.
celled in with good ?f_feot on target. Repults 68~
timated at 2 VO KIA { Prohabdle).

13 Sentember 1966

(1) At 11304, Company I received spproximately 20
roundg of S/A fire from &n estimated 7 VO in the
vioinlty of 20119976, Fire was retumed with 8/A
fire snd Artillery mission. 4Area swept With neg-
ative repulis. :

{2) At 1140H, a patrol from Company L reported *

thet & Claymore mine had been @etonated 4n the
viocinity of 20157977 resuiting in one {1} friend-
ly WIA. A searoh of the area revealed 200 feet
of communicetlions wire which confirmed the Theory
thet the mine wap sleotrically detonated.

(2) At 17218H, & patrol from Company L reoceived
354 rounds of S$/A fire from the wiloinity of %0166~
978 snd countered with S/A fire. Area swept with
negative results.

(4) At 1430H, & patrol from Compan¥ I received
approximtely 6 younds of 8/A fire from 20117972,

The patrol countered with S§/A fire, artillery mission

DECLASSIFIED
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wagtexebute& i erea-wag-pearshed With nepative re- P
sults. v

e

(1) At 12@@1{@9}&?&7&{ ¥ whlle moving on trgil |
0 Objective GOLF killed ono NVA at ¥D0OL613. | .
Resulfs, 1 NVA KIA, 1 OnhiCom s emi-sutonabio wea-

pons 1 paok, 1 panteasn, web gour, snd dooument

vhioh oppeared to be pay record end personskl”

items. .

(2) At 212158, Gompa%l: malle oonteot with approxé ‘.-
imately sixteen NYA (¥D997614) firing autometio

weapons from bunkers. Returned fire with S/4, ,

¥-79, snd grenades. Also Artillery end Alr

styikes oplled in. Results 12 NVA'KIA {Oonfirmed),

10 NVA KIA (Probhable), .

Ko 63 Sulels ;":"se

(1) At 1300H, Company I {¥D997613) yecelved 50
rounds 8/A fire from 3 NVA (¥%996613 « Returned
fire with §/A, Avtillery, and s« NVA shserved
moving west. Results 2 NVA KIA (Probable) éue

to several bloed staing found in area, b

1. 27 September 1966

(1) At 1715H, Company X wes hit by 2 Claymore

mines, end 3 Onilom grenadies. This was followed

by heavy MG fire. Alr, Artillery, end Tenks were

celled in. Company XK sﬁrBSSGd ofi with heavy recon

vy fire. Results & USHC KIA, 14 USMC WIA, 7 NVA

KTA (Confirmed), 20 NVA XIA (Probabls), 2 ChiCom

grenades, 3 essorted magazines for automatio weas L
PonNse.

m. 28 September 1968

(1) At 0218H, Company I weceived S/A end 60mm
fire from vioinity of XD$96613. Returned fire -
with 8/A, ¥-60, grenades, end 1 Claymore. Search
conducted st first 1ight produced negative results.

() At 084L3H, Company K located heavily fortified
bunkers (XD985613) and started receiving auto-
retic weapons fire from them. Artillery mission
celled in snd short rownd landed in Bsttelion CP

7 minutes later the Battglion CP reoceived five
rounds 81/62mm mortars. Results 1 USMC KIA, 25
USMC WIA, 2 NVA KIA (Confirmed), 10 NVA KI4 (Prob-

abl e) »
Nonills

L]
ot

[
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(3) At oéhjﬁg Oompany K obgerved NVA trying to
move around to their flenks. Artillery ami 81's
celled in. Results unknown.

(4) At 1203H, Bn CP received 6 younds 81/82mm
mortars. Results 18 USMC WIA, '

(5) At 1358H, Company K wes taken under heavy

S/A end mortar ettack, XD989613« Company 1 wes
sent forward to reinforce Companx K end an Ar-
tillery mission wes fired. At 1 45H, Compaeny 1
reached Compeny K®s position. Mortar ettacks .
hed cessed and S/A fire wes sporadic. As Company
K patrol went forward to attempt regoue of

they oeme under counterattack by a (Rein) Company,
receiving heavy machinegun fire, morters, and ¥ 1
sutomatic weapong. Compsny K was reinforced by ‘ G
elements of Company M and CQmpagg I. Enemy was G
taken under fire by 8ll wnits. RBesults 6 USM 5
KI4, 9 USMC WIA, 50 NVA KIA (Confirmed), 25 NVA

KIA (Probable), 1 heavy M:, 3 light M3, & ChiCom ""?'%’{3«(;
Automatic rifles, 50 Chilom grensdes. 2 Light R
Mo's end ¥ CniCom mubomatio rifles werse badly de-

stroyed and were not veburned ts resr. Numerous
packs were found end destroyed,

30 _September. 1966,

(1) At 1715H, Company I (XD973614) was teken un-
der fire by esutomstio weapons from two putually
supperting bunkers. Returned fire and called in
Artillery and A4r strikes. Results 7 USMC WIA,
10 NVA KIA (Probebls).

o
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SECTION ¥

This unit expsrienced two oombat operations during
the period covered by this report. The first, "Operetion
PAWNEE" poged no major logistiosl problems for this oom-
mend. In that 811 resupply was effeoted by overland vehe=
1oles. The aveilability of wvehioles and rssupply items
were sufficient for the nesds of this unit.

Tn the second pert of the month, on "Operation PRAIRIE®,
the helicopter was the primery wehiole used for resupply.
During this period theavailebility of heliocopters, and
theig coordinated use, oaused many logistiloal end resupply
prohlems .

Specifically, meny oritiesl 1tems of resupply, 1.e.
ammunition, weter end food were delivered short in quantity
on several occasionss On the date of 28 September, and
periodically there-after only & token resupply was aeffedtod
in water end food. Normelly only two te four helloopters
were employed and were gble to svarry only half loals due
to elevetion end terrain. Therefore epproximately 60%
of resupply was deliveyed overall for that last Wook pere
jode In addition, the helicopters arrived late in the
day end were scmetimes diverted for meld-evacs and twloe
experienced mechanical melfunctions. Thus thelr use was
negligible for additional mesupply runs, Considering
flight end loading time, 4t wes virtuelly imposgidble for
thie 1imited smount of vehioles te resupply a wnit of this
size during the hours of 1600 or 1700 Yo aarkness.

(About two hours). - .

Tt is recommenied thet better coordinetion be effected
in the dispatching of the resupply helicopters. A unit
aoordinator should vontrol and effect every flight incom-
ing and outgoing to soe that the most soonomiosl end praoc—
tical use be nede of whatever hellcopters ere aveilable,

DECLASSIFIED
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SECTION VI
c NIC - TRONIC
vation PAUNES .

g. The nets used on Operation PAWNEE were the Bato
talion and Regimental Tectioal Netd end a Befimental
Command Net. The Supporting erms nets were Artillery,
Air, snd Morters.

b. There were no unusual problems encountered.

2., The nets used on PRAIRIE are the Battellon and
Regimentel Tactical end Re imontal Commend. & Log=
%ﬁtics Net 15 also utiligeds A1) of these nets are

b. Supporting erms nets are Artillery (MF), Air (FH,
UHF), end Moriers (FM),

o. Frequent interference hag been enocountered with
enemy end Sonth Vietnemese stetions. There has been
no imitative fepeption or jJamnming.
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6. Puring the pgé&ma Frofi 4 Bopbouber 1965, to S
4

Sevtembey 1066, 3¢ Battslion, tth Napiges had S1
Bagterm 3732 3a ﬁmabt_mxppc’w% of Opsration PANNBE.
by On B Soptomber Y0665 RI* Baktery, 3/1% sgein disy’.
1?;%9(; im ’ﬁh’p% Ii?g v ¥ ﬁfg%tiﬁat;wgﬁ% g@gm og 34
sttalion, 4th Mapindgs Thir digplpoenent «es Lo BUp~
port the éewnd Phass «Z»r Dporation ;Zmﬁ. :

¢, During the poyiod firon I8 September 1966, to 21

September 19665 $1x hotrs ©f school in observed fire 1.’ .

procefurss was ponducted For ¢he artillery forward
observers of the 3d Bettaliony 4th Marines.

a. On P2 Septefber 1966, ¥¢" Bevtery, "HY Battery,

snd "I" Battery, 3/32 were in Qireot support of 3d
Battelion, #th Marinegs Thess batteries fived a sohed-
ule of fires iv mropsyebion for the bettalions's hell-
copter insertion o the northeast of DONG HA Mountain.
This preparetion oconsistefl of gzlk roundg of 105mm,

HE, - including 108 younds of 105mm, HE, fuse VT, on
the lending zone itself just three minutes prior to
the landing. o

es Throughout the poriod from 22 Bsptember to 30
September 1966, artiliery &up was used extonsive=
1y %n sgppcrt of 34 Bpttelion, 4th Marines' advence
Wostwards

(1) Timely =md ecourats fire Were place on tare
pete of opportunitys ,

?) Ppeparation £ires were placed on objeotives
snd coveping Fives wers placed to the flenks and

rear. e
{(3) "H and I" fires weys usged to suppress enemy
sctivitios end deny them zocers to key terrain.

"G" Battery, 3/i2 10 5mm
"H" Bot tery, 3512 105mm
'I" Batteryy 3/12‘ 105mm
"M Battery, 4+/12 A55mm

Navel Shipg. (None)
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ILL 83
HC 8moke 19
Colored Smoke 35
HEPT 17

a. & totel of %#,931 rounds ¢f artillery emmmition
were fired in support of 34 Battalion, 4th Marines
during ths month of September.
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1. From the first of September 1966, until the close
of Operation PAWNEE on the fifth of September 1966, heli-
copters were utilized for resupply, reconnalssance, and
the insertion and extraction of Reocon elements., Fixed-
wing were available but were not utilized. Airborne Ob~

servers were utllized as Convoy escorts at the closge of
the Operation.

2.  Airborne Observers sgain egoorted the Convoy at the
initietion of PAWNEE II end were used daily, providing
extensive coverspe of the TAOR, Unt4l) the completion of
the operation at epproximately 1500H September 1966,
Fixed~wing were available throughout the operation on
several suspected end known targets with exocellent re=-
sults. Helicopters were used for resupply, recon, and
the insertion and extraction of recon elements throughoute

3., On 22 September 1966, helicopters 1ifted the 3d Bat-
telion T support of Operation IRIE snd were used thero-
after for reconmaissence, resupply, end MedEvaos. —
Throughout’ the operation fixed-wing with mixed orinence were o
used on suspected and known tergets with exocellent results.
Airborne Observers provided extensive coverage of the

TAOK each day end supplemented ocontrol on numerous Air
strikes. Air Force Flere Ships were utilized several even-
ingss in general support of friendly troops and the haye
ressment of the enemy. Alr support on the last two days

of the operation was limited due to unfeverable weathers
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as The BAS wag established in the DONG HA Ayea for
medical support of this battalion &nd several attach-
ed units who were without mediocal fatilities,

b. The Battellon Burgeoti and five {5) Hospital Corps»

men were essligned 1o & oombined battallon ald station

ﬁuﬁh funotioned as & olearing stetion for the DONG
AYag.

o« A laboratory was set up in the ald station and
one =28d1tional teohniolen was assigned TA.Ds from
Division Surgeon $o avgist the technlolan of this
Battallon.

2. MEDICAL SUPFLY There continues +0 be Long delays _ :
in receiving medical suppiles Lrpm DaNeng, however, gince ;
arriving at DONG HA the supplies were received through '
FLSG =nd the service has heen excellent.

3. DBATTLE CAS‘L}ALIZ‘Q‘
a. KIA -« 11
be WIA =~ 93

b. NON-BATTZL:INJURIES There were 47 non-battle in-
Juries reported for the month.

5, FHEVENTIVE MEDICINE A hrﬁﬁ number of rate were
noted upon our arrivel at DONG HA 2nd & baiting program o
was started immedistely, howevar, due te the lack of the ‘
proper gduipment this hag not preved successful. HReprew
sentatives from the Diviglon Preventive Mediocine Section
have vigited this area and gtated thet propsr equipment
will he sent to the areas

€. IROBLEM AREAS This battelion experieénced & shértage
of Hospital Corpsmen during the month. This was dbrought te
the attention of the Division Surgseon Office snd additional
personnel were eesigned to the Battaliloen.
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e SECTION X

CIVJL AFFATRS,

1. During the period of 1 September 1966, thru 6 Septe-
cmber 1966, a totsl of six humdred and fifty (650) Viet=-
namese Civilians were treated by the MEDSEAY Team in tho
PHU 1OC Distrioct. ,
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1. 1@.& Movement of tmﬁpﬂ alom‘;,‘ a Narrow ﬂd}gelmo
through heawy growbth apainst mutuaily supporting fort=
ified positionsa .

s, Discussion! On Operation Prairie (225¢p66-7 i
Oct66), the 3d Battalion, 4th Merines moved eleng a o ¢ ¢
riipeline whioh was dotted with meny enemy emplacemontse
The nature of the terrain was such that it presented a
frontage of from three to thirty meters in which to Works
Such a narrow frontage limited the unit commanders in thelr
ability t0 mess of meneuvsy their troops, and the steeply
sloping grownd to either flenk prohibited effective move-
ment theye, To furthey hinder our eldvencement the enemy
used the heavy foliags to his advantage In conoealing
both his fortificetions and his individual troops, who,
incidentally were wholly indistinguishable from that fo=-
liage in which they lay.

b. Recommendation: The answer to the problem seemed to
come from two sources) use of supporting erms and an
inovation in the srrengement of the various elements in
the wit. First, air and artillery were used extensively
tn eliminate es much of the growth as porsible and to ex-
pose and destroy the enemy. Secopd, the order of march
wes revemped Blightly to provideffor:emgiwmniiteorptane
and control at the head of the ocolumn. The point element
was compesed of gixteen individuals es follovwss

e et

(1) 4 scout, armed only with e shobgun end smoke, .
this 1ndividusl depends on his steelth to discover the [
enemy. When contaot is male he throws hls emoke end re- |
Joins the remainder of ths point. This provides for im- ‘
mediate mapking of the forward friendly elements to facdils’

itate alir strikes.
{2) An sutomatic riflemsn $¢ ocaver the scout.
(3) A machinegun toam.

(%) Either the lead squad lesder of lead platoon
commander depending on the individugl and his capabilities.

(5) A rsdioman

(6) The company commander op the oompeny executive
officer. '

(7) A forwerd Air Controller Team.

(8) An artillsry Forward Observer Feam.
Hil-l

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

®|uHcLassFEn | @

(9) Another-mmehinegun team.

Ry

This point element is followed by the rest of the advance
party (2 reinforced platoon minus the element in the
point). Movemewhy with flank seourity out is nearly im=-
possible 8o esch member of the colum should be alert to
one side or the other; and, each unit must have a plan for
deployment when hit even if it is as simple as each man
hitting the deck end alternately fecing right end left.
When contazot 18 made the unit retracts, ha vidsgy:Risemdy
merkel their forwerd limit with smoke, to a minimum safe-
ty distance. During this retraction the srea to the front
' ghould be sprayed with mechinegun fire to prevent the
enemy from creeping forward to stay within our own safety
1imite. At the conclusion of the air and artillery bome
hardments, the colum moves sgain, spraying the area ahead
with mschinegun fire as the unit moves forward.
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THIRD ENBORSKMENT on CO, 3d8Bn, 4th Marines ltr 3/RED/mjy 3120 Her:
0036-56 of 20Sepb6

- From: Commanding General, I1I Marine Amphibious Force

To: Cormsander, U. S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (Attn: ;J343)
Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report (Operation PAWNLE) (V)

1. F_o:'ward ed.

2. Concur in the comnents contained in the second endorsement. &
,, N
Re We WILSON
ro . By direction
. -Copy te: 0.
L U ~
CHCS I\
GG FMFPAC .
MACY2 B
MACY \(’
X
\b\
3
&
Y-
’ﬁ
&
[N
DOWRGRADED AT 3~YBAR INTERVALS} P
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS, A
12 |
&~
L’:
e
)
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A/pmo
s.:_rs _OO}AW
DEC 101966
SECRST (DOWNORADED 9O OONFIDENTTAL WHEN BASIO MATERIAL I8 REMOVED)
SECOND ENDORSEMENT oh 00, 34Bn, 4th Mavines 1tr 3/BED/nfy 5120 Bers

0038-66 of 20 Sep 66 : . 614266 . z:

Prons Commanding Gensral, 34 Marine Division (Rein) PO! ,
To1  Commander, Ue 5, Militaxy Assistance Comnand, Vietnan (Attns J343)
Viet Oommanding Genexel, III Marine Asphitious Foroe ;

Subjs Combat Operation After Action Repors (Operetion PaiEE) (V)
Refs (b) OOMUSMAGV Inst (0) 335-8 of 2 Aprid 1966 :
1. (U) Resddressed and forwarded in soooriance with refexence (b).

2. (C) OConour with the vemarks oontained in the firet endoresuent.

One of the significant featuxres of ¢he 0A0 progrwe ie the feailiaxity

of PF porsonnel with the local situation. For maximum effectiveness they
should be exployed only in the neighborhood of their sssigned village.
Othex RVN foroes or sgencies oan provide the desired assistame for
Oivio Aotion sotivities during operations mo¥ in the vioinity of §i0AQ

looation
W.B KYLE
DOVNORADKD AT 3-YEAR INTERVALS; Oopy.3 _ot([ popies
DEOLASSIFIED APTER 12 YEARS,.
n SRORKYT

SECKRET
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Ser: 004558-66
SECRET ' 10 Oct 1966

FIRST LNDORSLMENT on €O, 3d Bn, 4th Mar ltr 3/BED/mjy over 3120
Ser No: 0038-66 of 20 Sep 66

From: Commanding Officer, 4th Marines (Rein), 34 Marine Division
(Rein), FMF

To:  Commanding CGeneral, 3d Marine Divieion (Rein), FMF
Subj: Combat After Action Report (Operation PAWNEE) (U)
1. Forwarded,

2, The recomnendation pertai to the use of CAC units, as shown

in paragraph 15, of enclosure (1) is not considered a valid utilig-
ation of CAC squads, CAC squads/platoons are employed interior of their
village boundries, and are utilirved for the explicit purpose of pro-
tecting the village in which they are found, To remove GAC units from
their village for employment in other operational areas is not consid-
ered feasible, The use of Chieu Hoi or regular ARVN forces as augmen-
tation to Marine forces is considered worth while and is recommended in
order,to obtain information and provide assistance in civic action,

M. 5. CAMPBELL
By direction

SECRET
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susar ® ®
Crit 34 Battalion, 4th Marines (-) (Rein .
S 34 Marine Division, Fleet Marine Forde ‘
c/o FPO, San Frencisco, 96602 -~ '
3/3ED/m3y
3120 ,
20 Sep 1966
@ = T AN
From: Commsnding Officer .
To: Commanding General, 3d Marine Divieion, FMF
Vie: Commending Officer, 4th Marine Regiment
Subji Combat After Actih Report (Operstion PAWNER) e fﬁfguﬁtﬁim
Ref: (a) Regto 3120:3B 3d Dattelion, 4.th Marines (Rein)

| 2@ LT
Encl: - (1) Operation Overlay = s

). CODE NAME. Opevation PAWNEE 77T
2. DATE OF OPERATION: 26 August 1966 - 06 Septembex 1966
3, 10GATION: PHU 100 District (Bnclosdre 1)

OMMAND. HEADRUA iikng! ﬁoxmw.ﬁdiﬂg Offibdr, Ath Matiries, Colonel

4, TROL. QR
A DO CEREGH NQ, lll'; t! 0 noer, sd Battanon' 4th ’brm”' WOI W JO
MASTERPOOL, :
5, ORGANT . 34 Battalion, 4th Marines (-) (Rein)
6. SUPPORTING FORCES.
ATE NERINSS 1RwiRp § .
(1) India Battery, 3/12 « 105's Direot Support SEC BT |
b, Naval Gunfire Supnozt. BEONS2. T
(1) USS BEALE (DD471) Direot Bupport = . cory _ 5. 65 13 % s
(2) USS MULLINEX (DD944) Dirvect Support - 5
c. Alx Support. | -

(1) Four (4) fixed-wing A/C on station for landing and until D plus 1
Hour. Mixed ordnance loads of Snakeye Bombs, Rookets, Napalm and 20mm Cannon.

(2) Mo (2) fixed-wing A/C on station from L plus 1 Hour to L plue 2
hours with mixed ordnance loed.

(3) Fifteen (15) minute etrip alert for fixed-wing thereafter.
(4) AO during daylight hours on D-Day And D plus 1. "As requested there-

after. -
[ T N K IR oo \.3;’\_’ " éwm
DONTHDVA T o ey O
| AL s ANTER o
L- i T R TR FT SRR T O . L A ;
- I — ittt .;-J
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SBCRED . ' .
(5) Two (2) MedBvac helicopters on strip slert:
(6) Two (2) Resupply helicopters at the LSA :

7. INIELLIGENCE. The Pawnee Operation aves extends from CAO DOI Pass ZD 055026
in the east to LaNG CO Bridge AT 887957 in the north %o The. South China Sea end
CAD HAI BAY, and the BACH Ma Resort Araa end NUI CAI TON Mouhtains L 192952 in oS
the south. An estimated 300 enemy guerrillas were believed to be operating in the G
ares in addition to two Main Force Units, the 810th Battalion and 95th B Regiment. »
The exaot strength snd locetions of the Main Force Units were not known but the

810th Battalion with a strength of 400 men was believed to be in the vioinity of

AT 8583. The 95th B Regiment with a strengih of over a thousand men and possess- |
ing 82mm mortar oapsbility, was estimated to be within 24 hours of reinforeing

distance of the BACH MA Resort Area. Two locsl Force platoons were known to oper-

ete in t»3 high ground in the vicinity of 2D 1505 and AU 835060, Suspeoted missions

-of the escay besides gathering rice from 10C TRI end 10C THUY villeges ares o

e. To launch a coordinated attaok on the LANG CO Bridge AT 887957

b. To harrass and embush vehiowlar traffio along Netionel Highway #1
c. To attack and destroy railroad end highway dbridges in the area

The enemy is roported to have establighed a pattern of moving into the villages
during the hours of darkness end moving out ghortly before first light. If no
unusual activity tekes plece in the early morning hours, (1.0, allied operations
usually commence in the moming) the Viet Cong move back into the village end
spend the day. Reports of Viet Cong ®pending an entire 24 hour ppriod in the built
up areas are not uncommon. Specifio areas of suspeoted enemy aotivity are:

a. Viet Cong supply point at 2D 128067

b. Enemy storage erea et ZC 1584

¢. 4 highway resupply point abt AT 846998

d. Possibility of the beach being mined at ZD 193059
e. Encmy observation post on hill 68 at AU 807017

8. MISSION. Commencing at I-Hour on D-Day, the 34 Battalion, 4th Marines conduct
search and olear operations in the PHU IOC Ares, to destroy enemy unite and in-
fluence in the area of operations and inorease sgourity of the railroad and Route
1 in the operating ares in order to prevent interdiotion by enemy units.

9., CONCEPT OF OPERATIWN. See Operation Overlay (Enclosure 1)
10, EXECUTION.

a. 26 Auguat. 1966

(1) At 0930H, the Battalion received Frag Order from Regiment to oommence
Operation PAWNEE, ‘

(2) At 1045H, the Battalion Commend Group (Rein)'?ma Company K (=)
departed the PHU BAI Area via motor march.

(3) At 11408, Company I, Compeny M end 24 Platoon (Rein), Coupany K depart-
od PHU BAI Airport vie heliocpters.

2 SECRET
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(4) At 1200H, Compeny I, Company M and 24 Platoon (Rein), Company K
arrived at 1Z's loceted ZC156975, 4C 129986, and ZD189055 respectively.

(5) At 1205H, theBattalion Command Group plus Company K arrived gf
operating area in the vioinity of 20150012, Compeny K ertablished e perimeter de«
fense. .

(6) At 1215H, Company I commenced search and sweep from 20156975 to
20151988 with nogative results.

(7) At 1220H, Company M commenced searchend sweep NE from 20129986 to
vicinity of 2C151988,

(8) At 1225H, 24 Plat (Rein), Company K ocoumenced to searoh and gvWeep
from ZDiZ9055 to ZB131011.

(9) At 1437H, 2d Plat (Rein), Company K apprehended one (1) VCS et
20157995, VOS5 was brought to the Battelion OP for interrogatione

(10) At 15258, 24 Plat (Rein)) Company K arcived st ZD131011 to lnk up
with the remainder of Company K. B 4

(11) At 16458, 1st Plat, Company M made physical oontaot with Compeny I
at 20149984, . k .

r

(12) At 17504, Compeny M established & nighttime defensive position et
Z145984. "

(13) At 1800H, Compeny I established their nighttime defensive podtion
at 40150989,

be 27 dugust 1966

(1) At 0008H, Company I fired on suspeoted enemy movement at 20155989 -
with 4 rounde S/A and 2 hand grensdes with negative results.

(2) At 0905H, Company L' commenced sweep of ares from 2D140010 and ZD
145010 to Z2D137024 and 2D143026.

6 (3) At 0906, Company I commenced sweep of area from 20150989 and ZD
165011 .

(8) At 0906H, 2a Plat, Company K furnished seourity for MEDCAP at 2D140010.
(5) 4t 0912H, Compeny M oommenced sweep of aree from 20145984 to 20149999,

(6) At 1130H, Company M and Compeny I joined at 20150993 end oontined
gweeping northwest.

(7) A% 11318, 24 Plat, Company K returned to the Battalion CP from MEDCAP
peourity at ZD140010, '

y it
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(8) at 1140H, Company M approhonded two (2) VO8 at AO141995. Sent to

Battalion CP for interrogation.

(9) At 1148H, Company I completed sweep of assigned axea. Remained at
2B140025 to run patrols.

(10) At 1236H, Company M apprehended one (1) VC3 at ZD143001.
(11) At 1250H, Company M reported having one (1) moxe VCS at 2D143001
(12) &t 1300H, Compsny M reported finding 400 1lbs of rice at 2D144003.
(13) At 1327H, Company M apprehended one (1) VC8 at ZD144003.
(34) At 14208, Company M reported finding 500 1bs of rice at 2D142008.

(15) At 16008, Company L returned to Battalion OP to set in their night-
time porition. '

(16) At 1605H; Company I ahd Company M set in nighttime positions at
2D165011. SRR

(17) At 1625H, the Regimental Ex‘eou&i_v‘e Offioer arrived et the Battalion
cp (20151011)4 '

(18) At 1700H; the Regimental Exboutive Officer departed the Battalien
cP,

(19) At 19520, Naval Gun Ship reported three (3) high speed boats at
AUB20065; requested to take them under fire. Peraission was grented. Boats were
fired upon by Artillery and Naval Gunfire. Results unknown,

(20) At 2103H, the recon unit attached to the Battalion reported 4 VO
moving in open at 20167034, 6lmm Mortar mission was called in. Results unknown.

¢. 28 August 1966

(1) At 0420H, Compeny I fired 1 round 8/A at VC walking on reilroad traoks
in vicinity of 2D165011. Results unknown,

(2) At 0837H, Company M proceeded by vehicle to AUB07010 to omduot sweep
of the surrounding area.

(3) At 0842H, Company K departed their CP (2D165011) to oonduoct & gweep
in the vicinity,

(4) At 0904H, Company M apprehended one (1) VC5 at ZDB07012.
(5) At 0926H, Company M reported a oolumn of smoke rising from the midst

of 4 or 5 houses. Believed to be signal set off shortly after their sxrrival in
that area. Requested A0 to investigate.

4 SEORET
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(6) At 0930H, fixed-wing siroraft requested permission to fire upon a
boat at 4D184062, Permission was grented and boat was sunk without secondary

explosion.
(7) At 0944, Company M apprehended me (1) VOS at AUB12015.

(8) At 094TH, Company K reported having one (1) VCS at 2D160010. VCS was
escorted to Battalion CP . ’ :

(9) At 1208H, Company I was heloslifted to AUB16044 to oommence ewetp of
surrounding erea.

(10) At 13%5H, villagers (AUBL7047) zeported to Coupany I that when the
oampany lended in their 1&, 10 VC took 9 villagere to AUB 24055 .

(11) 4t 1440H, Company M apprehended ene (1) VOS at AUS09050.

(12) At 1517H, Company I end Compatyy M cdnpiefod gweeps of their respeotive
areas. ‘ . . e

(13) At 1548, Company K retured to the Battalion CP after completion of
their sweep. .

(14) At 1845H, Company K set in at new objective (2D117016) and established
a defensive perimeter. :

d. 29 sugust 1966
(1) At 0839H, Company M commenced sweep of ZD161023 snd surrounding ares.
~ (2) At 10558, Company M finished ewecp end returned %o their CP,

(3) At 1327H, General Kyle arrived Battalion CP for & briefing on the
operation. '

(4) At 1445H, Oenersl Kyle departed Battelion CP by helioopter,

(5) At 1900H, while extrecting weoon patrol from vieinity 20166956, and
estimated platoon of VO was spotted moving in n MW direotion. Fixed-wing airoraft
flying overhead received ground fire. Air strikes and Artillery missions were
celled in with unknown results. ‘

e. 30 Ausugt 1966

(1) At 0705H, Company I departed CP to commence sweep of GS 202400 and
2D1499.

(2) At 0900H, Battalion Aid Station reported having one Med Evas request to
send a Vietnamese women to A-MED ,
(3) At 09504 Company I found six (6) bags of rice and one (1) rifle case,
and one (1) pack at 20i45995. The gear Was extrenecly old and rdldewoed. '

5 SEORET
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(4) At 103MH, Compw L relay atation began roooNi.ng sniper fire. from
hill opposite their position. Ares placed under surveillanoe. v

(5) At 10358, Company L received 5 mmas sniper f!.re from v.toinity AU
838003 unable to detest sniper duo to heavy foliage.

(6) At 15138, Company L, oompleted eweep of theix avea snd returnsd to GP.

(7) At 23458, CGompany I, sprung an embush on en oet!.mted. squad of VC at
2C 153987. Results, 2 YO KIA oonfirmed.

£. 31 hugugk 1966

(1) At 0836H, Company L () commenced sweep in vicinity D 186045 and 2D
198045 to ZD185057 and ZD197057.

(2) At 1230, Compa.ny L, completed sweep of assigned area and began sweep
vicinity of 2D185060.

(3) At 1545H, Compeny L, completed their sweep and retumed to CP.

: (4) At 1730H, Compeny I, reported being fired wpon by apgro:dmately 3
VC, vicinity 20 156975. Results, 2 VC8, 1 Oarb!.ne, 2 pa.oka and WIA,

(5) At 2053H, Company M, reported 1 rd eniper fire from village 200 meters
aways Area placed under surveillanoce.

e+ Ol September 1966

(1) At 0206H, Company I, (2D 142008) was teken under fire by approximate- -
1y 25-30 V0. Fire was returned by 60mm mortars, 8/A, M-60, M79, and 8lmm mortsr :
11luminations Artillery mission was oglled in, Results, 6VC KIA, 2VCS, 2 burp RS
guns megezines, 4 Chi Com grenades, 4 & pound blook of TM‘ 1 USMC WIs,

(2) At 0753H, AO recon reported spotting 1 Plt, VO at 20 160985,

(3) At 1007H, Company 1 oommenced sweep vicinity ZD 140010 and ZD 145010
to 2D 137024 and 2D 143026,

(4) At 1127H, Company L completod aweep and begen reconnaissence of ares
for & nightime position.

(%) 4t 14258, Compa.mr L reported no suitable nightime in near vio:lnity,
returned to orginal CP,

(6) At 1505H, Bn Cp received reports-from nuno that unknown number of \Cm
loocated at ZC 140960,

he 02 September 1966

(1) At 0640H, Company L commenced eweep of axea from AT 873987 to AT
877982

(2) At 0745H, Company M sprung an ambush on 2 VC at 20 144993. Swopt
area with nezative results,

6 SRORWT -
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(3) At 1M45H, Comptny L appzehended 2 VOS with oentesns and meds gear
at AT 986957+ | |

(4) At 1315H, Company K, received automatio weapons fire from approxi-
mataly 3 VC at 20 118978, Returned fire with §/A and M-60'ss Results, 2 UI®
WLi, artillery mission called in on VG position,

~ (5) at 14458, Company L comploted sweep axdl returned to their CP.
i, 0B Septembaz 1966

- (1) at 1030H; boinpaiiy M; moved to new position and set uwp defensive
perimeters ,

(2) At 12501 Gohpany ﬁ, boghn oWesping & viliage at vioinity of 20
190995, |

}3) At 1710H, Compeny M made contact with 5 VO at ZC JAT984« VO taken
fire by S/Ae Results, 1 VC KIA, 2 ChiCom grenades, 1 bag of rice, 1 firat ald
kit

(4) At 1540H, Company K completed the aweeﬁ and revurned to their CP.

(5) At 1800H, Recon patrol spotted 12 VC moving east at Z8 143955.
Artillery mission called in with uninown results.

(6) At 1930H, Company L oalled in Artillery on 3 VCS at 2D 107005
with negative resultes -

jo 04 September 1966 ’
(1) At 0530H, Company M received 2 inooming M-26 grenades at 2 137997«
(2) At 0535H, Company M received 1 round eniper fire at 20 137997,

(3) At 0545H, Company M received 1 inooming 60zm mortar rounds No
casualties were sustained.

ke 95 September 1966 |
(1) 4% O705H, Company L spprehended 2 YOS at AT 108994
(2) At 1105H, helo's arrived with 00, FMFPao.
(3) At 1120H, Company K coumenced eweep on village in 68 4U:8005
(4) At 1133, Company K found 240 pounds of rice at AUBOS048.
(5) At 11358, helioopters departed the Battslion CP with the CG, FMFPao
(6) At 1330H, Compeny M found Tax Collectors book, 11,000 piastres, 2

lighters, several tactical markers, and one land dooument.,

7 SECRET
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| 1. 06 Septembex 1966
(1) At 0800H, Operation PAWNEE was officlally terminated,

(2) At 0945H, the first elements of Battalion Foxrvward depai'ted for the
PHU BAX Ares,

 (3) At 1100H, lead elements of the Battalion Forward arrived Rear cp.

(4) At 1330H, remsining elements of Battalion Forward departed for Rear
cp,

(5) At 14544, movement of Battalion Forvard to Battalion Resr was oompleted.
11, RESUITS.
ai Cppusltisg. USMC/WIA 4 11, VO/KIA - 13, VG/KIA PROB « 19
(1) ¥aapong: 1 Total

'- (a) Individualt 1 Cardine (US), 4 Chicom grenades, 4 = # blooke of -
4 TNT, . ‘ :

(2) Equipment: 2 automatic weapon msgszines, 2 oanteen oups, (us) 1
ponsho (US), 1 canteen (US), 1 utility uniform (AXVN type), 2 psoks, 1 bag of rice.

: o. Friendlv Equipment and Materiel lossag.
{

5 Hlelmet Covers

2 Haversacks

; 2 Ponchos

‘ 3 Air Mattresses

' 1 Cartridge Belt

4 Magazine pouches
1 Bayonet w/Scebbard
! . 1 Firet Aid Pouch
3 Canteens

2 Canteen Covers

2 Canteen Cups

2 Flek Jackets

5 E-Tools w/Covers
1 Head Mosquito Net
1 K-Bar Knife

5 Helmets

1 Compass

3 Mess Gear Sets

12, ADMINLSTRATIVE MATTERS.
e, Supply - Adequate
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b. Maintenence - Adequate

c. Treatment of casualties, evacuation and hospitalization - Adequate

d. Transportation ~ Adequate

o. Medioal Bvaluation - There were thirteen (13) friendly WIA's and 27 non-
combat casualties. .

13. SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIGUES. None were employed.

14. COMMANDER'.S ANALYSIS. On Opexation PAWNEE I this battalion made extensive

use of psychological warfare. Many of the villages in our TAOR were swept at least
several times during which time the psy-war plane was used for broadcasts and
leaflet Gvops. However, there was no significent response to these broadcasts drops
that can be measured in our short stay. '

The Civic hction Program was extremely effective. Help was given to several
local orphansges in the way of minor projeots sush as building pewe for the churches
ninor repairs to the buildings, eto. A MEDCAP Program was conducted in praotically
all of tho villages with excellent response, particularly after initial heeitation
on the part of the local villagers. The success of this program was evident by
the friendly reaction to us demonstrated by the locel villagers.

On many occassions information as to enemy locations, routes into and out of
various areas and intentions were made known to the Marines. In most cases, howevey
the information received was not timely enough for quick action. On operations of
this type, particularly in the PAWNEE Ares, augmentation by CAC Squads would
echieve excellent results.

15. RECOMMENDATIUNS. That on extended operations whereby close oontaot with
local villages is constantly maintained, CAC squads from other than the operating
unit should be attached to the Battalion for Civio Action in these villages.

T e
R/ RS A
Wa J. MaSTERPOOW -
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Conmanding
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO, 34 Bn, 4th Mar ltr 3/BED/jpl
over 3120 Ser No: 0040-66 of 22 Sep 66

from: Commanding Officer, 4th Marines (Rein), 34 Marine

\ Division (Rein), FMF v

To: Commanding General, 34 Marine Division (Rein), FMF

Subjy: Combat After Actions Report (Operation PAWNEE II) (U)

1, Yorwarded.

2. 4n reference to paragreph 15, of the basic report, it is
considered advantageous to support operations in’popuiated
areas with GVN assistance, The use of National Polios,
Sector Intelligence persanmel, Chieu Hoi, RF/PF, and regular
ARVN forces ars all considered valuable in- assisting USMC
forces in Intelligence gathering and population control,
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: - HEADQUARTERS
38 Battalion, 4th Marinee (=) (Rein)
34 Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force -
o/o FPO, Sen Franoisoo, 96602
. B/BED/Jpl

' ' 22 Sep 1966
' oo;’o 66

From: Commanding Offiocer
To: Commanding CGeneral, 34 Marine Division, FMF
Via: Commanding Offioer, 4th Marine Regiment

Subj: Comabat After Aotions Report (Operation PAWNEE 11)

. &80 FILES
Ref: (a) RegtO 3120.3B REAT: 0 ATTIRS
24 Battplinn, 41 Madiues (Reln)
Enol: /(1) Operetion Overlay 66O T ..o

. COIE. © PAWNEE TI e
! ‘ peration Copy .;L ....... of /Q ....... Copien

2. DATE OF OPERATION. 08 September 1966 = 1% September 1966
3. LOCATION. PHU LOC Distrioct (Enclosure 1)
4, CONTROL OR COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. Commanding Offiocer,

bth Marines, Colonel A. D. CEREGHINO, Commandiog Offloer.
34 Bettalion, 4th Marines, LtCol W. J. MASTERP

5. TASK ORGANIZATION. 34 Battelion, 4th Marines (=) {Regn)

6o PORTING FORCES.
(A) Artillery Suoporte
~ . ;
1. "India" Battery; 3/12 - 105's Direot Support

(B) Air Supnori.

a. Four (4) fixed-wing 4/C on stetion for landing
end unt4l H plug 1 Hour. HMixed .ordnence loads of
Snekeye Bombe, Rookets, Napslm, and 20mm Cannone

b. Two (2) fixed=-wing A/C on station from H plus
1 Hour to H plus 2 Hours w/mixed ordnence 1oad.

c. Fifteen {15) minute strip alert for fixed~wing
thereafters,

d. A0 during deylight hours on Dnﬂay and D plus 1-
As requested thereafter.

e | SECRET
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e. Two (2) MedEvac helo's on strip elert .

SECRET

f. Two (2) Resupply helo's at LSA,

2, INTELLIGENCE. PAUNEE Operational Area egtends from CAO
DOI Pags 4D 055026 in the east to LANG CO Brid;e ot AT 88-
5955 in the north to the South China See end CAU HAI BAY,
snd the BACH MA Resort Ares end NUI CAI TON Mowumteins 4C
192952 in the south. An estimeted 300 enemy guerilles were
believed to be operating in the eree in addition to two
Main Force Units, the 810th Battelion end the 95th B Reg-
iment with a strength of over & thousend men end POSEOES~
ing 82mm morter cepability, wes estimeted to be within 24
nours of reinforcing distence of the BACH MA Resort Area.
"wo Local Force platoons were known to operete in the high
ground in the vicinity of ZD 1505 end AU 835060. Suspeoted
missions of the enemy besides gethering rice from the 10C

- TRI and LOC THUY willages ere:

a. To lsunch & coordinated atteck on the LANG co -
Bridge AT 887957.

b. To harrass aud ambush vehiculsr traffic along
Nationel Highway #1.

¢c. To attack and destroy rollroad end highway bridges
in the area.

The enemy is reported to have esteblished a pattern of
moving into the villeges during the hours of darkuess end
moving out shortly before first light. If no wusual sctiv-
ity tekes ploce in the esarly morning hours (i.e. allied
operztions ususlly commence in the morning) they move back
tnto the village and spend the day. Reports of VC spending
and entire 24 hour period in the built-up arees are not wn-
commons Specific ercas of suspected enemy sctivity are:

A. VC supply point ZD 128067

B. Enomy storage area at ZC 1584

Ce A highway resupply point at AT 846998

D. Possibility of the besch being mined et ZD }93059
E, Enemy observation post on Hili Qé‘ét AU 39791? "
. V‘Doouments

8, MISSION. Commencing on DeDgy, the 3d“Bettalion, kth

Mzrines gonduct gearch end cleer operations ln the PHU 10C
Aveca, to destroy enemy'ungtg_ap@.inf}nggggvpha area. of

2 SECRET.
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operation and increase security of the railroad end Route 1
in the operation area in order to prevent interdiction by
enemy umitse.

9. CONCEPT OF OPERATION. See OPERATION OVERIAY Enclosure (1)
10, EXECUTION.
A. 08 September 1966

(1) At 0900H the Battalion received Frag Orders to
commence Operation PAWNEE II. ,

(?) At 1030H the Battalion (~) departed the Phu Bal
area enroute to operating areas _

(3) At 1220H the Battalion (-) arrived in operating
area. Commend Group and Compeny M in the viocinity
of ZD 151031, Compemy K vieinity of ZD 154010,
Company L vicinity of 2D 138010.

(4) At 1240H Compeny K commenced sweep Sout to East,
West grid line 98, with negative results.

(5) At 1345H Company L apprehended 1 VCS in vicinity
of 2D 1L4600]1.

(6) At 1530H a village ohief reported to the Battalion
CP that a 57mm dud was located in the vioinity of
ZD 146001,

(7) At 1535H Company 1 departed Phu Bai area enroute
to operating area.

(8) At 1540H Company L lécated 1200 lbs of rice at
z¢ 140982, | :

(9) At 16L0H Compeny I arrived in operating area end
locaeted in the vicinity of ZC 1}%018. :

(10) At 1810H Compeny L 1s 4in night time defensive
position vicinity of ZC 136998.

(11) At 1825H one (1) airoraft foumd six (6) rockets
fifty (50) meters to the rear of Compeany K.
Alreraft reported sighting eporoximately seven=-
teen (17) VC's. At impact erea vicinity of ZC
459821, Search was oconducted with negative -
results, '

(12) At 1855H Compeny K 1is in night time defensive
position, viocinity of ZC 145982,

3 SECRET
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B. 09 Sentember 1966

(1) At 5B30H Compeny L, loceted 1200 1lbs of rice end .
documents in the viocinity of ZC 140982 which were
subsequently turned in to the Battalion CP.

(?) At 1045H the Battalion S-2 section aﬁprehended
four (L) VCS in the vicinity of ZC 147987 and
subsequently sent to the Battalion crp.

(3) At 1430H Company K locsted & spider hole and net-
work of ocaves in the vicinity of 2C 152985, Area
was searched with negetive results and subsequently
destroyed.

(4) At 1527H a patrol from Company L discovered en
attic full of rice at 2C 139981l. 4 VCS was oOb-
served carrying two (2) begs of rice to the same
dwelling and was spprehended. VCS end rice was
taken to the Battalion CP.

(5) At 2020H 2 patrol from Company L initiated en am=
bush at 2C 139991 on an estimeted 5 VC's. Area
was swept with negetive results.

C. 10 September 1966

(1) At 11154 a patrol from Comnany K discovered what
eppeared to be a VC P.O.W. ocompound. Trails
leading to the compound had sn ebwndenoce of punJi
pits end stekes which were destroyed.

(?2) At 2120H a LIP from Compeny K loceted at ZD 191002
fired S/A upon en unknown number of VC's. Arca
was swept with negative results.

D. 11 September 1966

(1) At 1153H Compeny I received sniper fire from 3
VC's vicinity of 2C 093986, . S/A. fire was paturped,
anea‘wes‘swept”ané”§Wcfsets.pt«dragamar g weye
disgoveped, HRegulte 2 V¢ KI4 (PRODBABLE)y "

() At J430H Compsny K disoovered elgven {11), pne (1)

. 1b Mlogks of TNT and one (1) M-26 hend grenade at
ZD 172059 whioh subsequently was turned into the
Battalion CP,

E. 12 September 1966
(1) At 2210H Uoripaniy T had  ‘cortact High approximately
30 VC from the viciuity of ZC 119993." Redeived

L
Ly
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approximately 30 rounds of S/A fire end one (1)

grenades Fire was returned with approximately

50 rownds of S/A and artillery fire mission was

celled with good effect oun target. Results est-
tmated at 2 VC KIA (PROBABLE).

F. 13 September 1966

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

G. 14 September 1966

(1)
(2)

(3)

RESULTS .
a. Coususlties. USMCAWIA - 3 VC KIA PROB « 5
B. Enemy Equivment and Medical Losses.
(1) Weapons: None ' ;

At 1130H Company I received approximately 20

romds of S/A fire from eun estimated ? VC's in Ly
the vieinity of ZC 119976. Fire was returned ‘
with S/A five and artillery mission. Area

swept with negative resultse.

At 1140H a patrol from Company L reported that a
claymore mine had been detonated in the vicinity
of ZC 157977 resulting in one (1) friendly WIA.

A gearch of the area revealed 200 feet of commm=
toations wire whioh confirmed the theory that the
mine was eleotrically dstoneted.

At 1218H & ‘patrol from Company L recieved 3=l
rounds of S/A fire from the vieinity of ZC 166978
and countered with S/A five. Area swept with neg-
ative results.

At 1415H & patrol from Company L discovered a tree
OP at 2C 160925 which wes subsequently destroyed.

At 1430H a vnatrol from Company I received approx-
imately 6 roumds of S/A fire from ZC 117972. 5

The patrol countored with S/A fire, artillery mis-
gion was exeouted, area was searched with negative
results.

At 0800H Operation PAWNEE II terminated.

At 1535 the Battelion ocommenced motor march to
the Phu Bai Vital Area.

At 1715H the Battallon errived at the Phu Bal
Vital Area.
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(Q)E_mmgm:‘

1 bamboo hat with bleck covering
1 Chicom Grenade ‘

1 M-26 grenade (U:S.)

11 one pownd blocks of TNT

c+ Friendly Equivment and Materinl Lossefs
haversaok

magazine (M-14)

first e1d packets

canteen

entrenching tools w/cover

canteen cup

ponchos

blanket rodl etraps
mosquito head net

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

N SN -

A. Supply - Adeguate

B. Masintenance -~ Adequete

C. Trestment of casualties, evacuation and hospitelize
ation ~ Adeguate

D. Transportation = Adequate ; v

E, Medical BEveoustion = There wers thves {3) frlendly
WIA's snd three (3) non-battie casualties,

SPECTAL BQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES: None were employed,

COMMANDERS ANALYSIS: Upon initistion of PAWNEE II, s
sweep of the me jor village complex in our area of Opere
ation was conducted. The sweep originated with two com-
panies abreast pushing south to the high ground. No
blocking force was positioned due to lack of heliocopters,
however, artillery blooking fires were substituted. A
prepositioned bhlocking force by helicopter would produce
greater results. The sweep took two days without signif-
1cant contact, however 145 oiviliens of 25 years of age
or under were rounded up end soreened by interpreters,
National Police and our own CIT, ITT TEAMS, Of the 145
soreened, 1?2 were determined to be VCS. This was the
first time the Nationel Police were used by this battalion
and they were extremely helpful. The next three days

the companies operated from patrol bases where patrols
gend ambushes were sent out in ocompany arees of responsi-
b1lity. No contacts were mede in the vicinity of any °°
of the villages, however further pursuit into the Jumgle
Canopy resulted in enemy sightings and several small
contacts.
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15. RECOMMENDATIONS:

Thet in eny type of sweep operation helicopters must
be evailable for quick reaction to seal off the areae

That whenever possible Natlonal Police be utilized to
sugment Marine personnel in search and 1nterrogation
operations. . L , .

L:;
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