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From: Commanding Officer
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() Commanding General, 36 harﬂne Division, FMF
{3) Coamanding Genoral, II1 MHAF
(4) ¢ mmndmrf General, Floet Marine Force, Pacific

Subjs Comand Chronology .

Raf: (o) MCD 57!042__,
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\n, Div0 5750,
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Frels V(1) Command Chronology, Aupust 1967

Tn accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b), (c), and
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Y amrin 5 .S..ISQTIO...;
ORGANIZATIONAL DATia
1. Dosienations/Locations - A Yy

6. 23 Battelion: (Rein), 4th Marines
b, Con Thien, Quang Trl Province, Republic of South Vie‘bnam,
YD 155702

2¢ Dariod Govered by Report. 1-31 lwugust 1967,

a, Comaznding Officer 1~31 hugust 1957 LtCol LEE R, BENDELL
Yo Haocubtive Officer 131 bugust 1967 Maj C. ive BLRSTOW
Ga 5ot 1--51 tugest 1957 23Lt L. R. THOMPSON
do -2 131 Lugost 1967 23Lt Co J. WEST III ,
Gy En3 1, 21 hngost 1967 ¥aj J. M, LILLA ’
A A A 1«31 LHugust 1967 Capt Eo O, LEROY
o Downn Qo 1--11 Lugust 1967 Capt i, iy JLNSSEW
b, C5, F&SCo i~d,  bugust 1967 1stLt Ce Vo LORD - {

531 hugust 1967 Capt Jae Le JLNSSIN :
1s 00, Go MIM 1=~31 lwugust 1967 Capt R, K, YOUNG

S 4. 69, Go WE# 1-31 Luzust 1967 Copt J. He FLLTHMLN

i, 0y Co HLM 12 lagust 1957 Capt D, & RILN

3,-431 Iv.ug,“a_SE L967 (;ap‘b Jo Dg GL: ;
1. GO, Co MM 151 dugust 1967 Capt Ca G, HOILMON

R [
8 - j
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SECTION 1T

S-1 and Personnel sdminigtration

1o Replacements Recelved

a., USMC Enlisted - 126
be USMC Officers « 2
¢, USN Fnlilsgted «~ 5
d, USHN Officers « O

2. Persomel Robated

2, USHC Enlistod -
L. USMC Officers =~ 2

bi
—
-
o~

3. Liher X

o

%
&
-
[
19)
o]

b -~
NG L 203888

» iwanafor by Scriice Rocords
(i) UDMC Friigted -~ 11
(2) USN Enlisted = 1

b, Vomnded in iction
1) USMC Fnlisted = 38
(2) USMG Officcrs o 2
(2) USH Enlisted -- 1

c. Nod dn betion. T TSNS Filigiod
d. Hmanitarian Transfer. One USMC Enlisted
c. Norebatlle Casuvalties., Threo USMC Enlistod
f. Intra Division/Regimental Transfers,

(1) Ul Enlisted - 17

(2) USMC Officers = 1

(5) USN Bnlistecd = 2

Le Rest ond Relaxation. Ninoty~four RR quotas wore received and filled,

R R L LT e el P vy

+1thourh this is adequate, six more Okinawa guotas conld be utilized monthly.

5 averace Monthly Strengih During Porio

ST N AT SN

"

a. USMC Fnl
b, USHC Officr
c. USN Eniist
de USN Officers

6. Personnel Shortasss

1) Ceptain 0202 = 1

2) Captain 0302 ~ 1 .

3) Captain 0402 ~ 1 . ‘

4) Lte 0302 =9 | ENCLOSURE (1)
II~1 Y Ii-ﬁi(ii"l\ ii
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P¥C - 2531
PRC ~ 2533 -~
Cpl = 2811
Cypl - 2822 ~

0121 - )
)
)
)
2 Cpl - 2851
l)
)
)

e (2) sgt = 0141 =
(3) Sa = 0239
(4) Pyt/PFo - 0341 -

]

- G3LT
- 0237 -
- CALE v
- 2511 - :
- @529 -

-
.
~
S
t

H

A R N O N o L aw g §
«Q W\
ST N, NN P P P

|

t
PR W g W

Sgt - 2867
£FC - 2337 -
FFG - 55091 -

PARE)

15tSgt - 9999 -

B}
dne ©o B Gifficully in meintaining isnd Line commnication with the
cuaiier rasr o Dong Ha and tho tinme requirved to transit the routo
© %o Uon Thicn, Further, sinés the companies located outside
ter ot Con Thisn vere actively committed to combat operations,
voitable for acconplishing routine compeny and bate

3

obaie Divigion eoror porconbegn, the purcentoge wng ducreased to

Y. s Ftar two ponths of unit diary errors in excess of the ac~

112
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1o Enomy Situation During the Period
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g { SECTION II
N R INTELLIGENGE

8o Enemy activity increasod considerably during tho poriod. This
was evidenced by increased ground activity and morc frequont artillery
and norter cmploymont,

b. Sporadie cnory ertillery fire during tho first half of tho
preriod increased in intonsity as the month drow to a close. 4 total
of 156 rounds were fired at the Con Thien perimcter on 28 Lugust,

Cs Enemy ground activity hos boon linited to the employicnt of
suail theoe to fivo mn reconnaissance teans around Con Thien, apparontly
deployed in a couvnter roconnaissenco scroon against fricndly units.
Intelidgonye inforietion fron highor cchoion indicates tho prosonce of .
Jargo enany forces in the aroa with the capability to react within 24
hotirs.

d. There wore thres minc ineidents during tho month which involved
en anphiblous tractor, a tank, and a tulldozer. idditionally, mino
swoep tonns wncovered soveral mines along route 561,

6s  One NV, soldior rallicd to friondly forcos on 3 Lugust, This
vos the second occurrence in rocont wooks.,

2o Lofal Enenv Losses

ATYE 4

e, OCasunltics

(1} BVL KI. (conf) « 1 S

(2) Detaineos -1
° (3) Chicu Hoi ~1 ety

b, Favipment,

(1) AX-47 agsoult rifk -1

(2) Chi Con gronades (destroyed) - 10 .

(3; Chi Con Div~10 Directional Claymoro (destroyed) « 1 e

(4) INT w/Mlasting caps . ~ 3 11b blocks o

(5) K=50 (PPSN) Drun Magazine -

(6§ Syringo and caso. -1

(7) Lssorted ampoules , - 22

EB% Plastic gauso ges masks {destroycd) -

2

sssorted sized bunkers (dostroyod) ~ 198 , r

I1T-1
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SiCTION IV

OPERATION AND TRAINING

1. The follouing training was condugted by 3d Battalion, 4th Marines
during the poriod 1-31 Angust 1957, “Throughout this poried the Battallon
was oengaged in constant patrolling,

UNIT SUBJECT NUMBER O HOURS
HeSCo FaM firing of M-16 17
: Care and cleaning of M-16 9
First &id and personal sanitetion
and hygkono 4
FDO procedures 4 ,
81's gun drill 15 i)
1061s gun drill 30 .
Go WIw WM firing of M~16 15 b
Care and cleaning of M-16 10

Firet £3d snd personsl sanitation
and hyegionc

~

Co "I FIM firing all organic weapons
IO procedures

W AR
o

Co VI FiM firing individual weapons
Starlight Scope
Infrared scope
Toctical training tips

P e P

Co "t Funtioning and maintenance of ~15
Care and cloaning of M.lé
Protective nogw
Sanitation & Hygiene
First .d4
Scouting and patrolling
fimbush techniguos
Techniques of rifle fire
Banloyment of =79 in defenso

o

SLDONN W

2, In addition to tho above, all individual Marines fired their weapon
¢ ’ 3 - ] p
for Yzera", prior to essigment to a unit in tho ficld,

3, 41l roplaceronts werc given indoctrination lectures prior to joining
their units by the Cawending Officer, Executive Cfficer, Sergoant Majer
and Chanlain, e T -y

Le Corpand and Control

as On 12 ivgust 1967, Co "KM 3/9 choppod to 3/4
Co "LV.o/L choppoé Srom 374 to 3/9

- IV

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

e e atonans nir
Voprnae AN

‘ Voot ﬂ\'
i l H ot AR ‘.

: SIS

i
¢ PN M cH | R
! r‘i uy [

e A

el @

FRSEN i

)
i

be On 1 hugust 1957, Co "L" 3//, ¢ho pod fron 3/9 to 3/4
r Co "I" 3//, chopped fron 3/4 to 3/5

co On 16 Sugust 1967, Co "IV 3/4 chopped from 3/9 to 3/4 f
Co "KM 3]/, chopped fron 3/4 o 3/9

4. On 18 hAugust 1967, Co "K' 3/4 chopped fron 3/9 to 3/4 i
Co "¢ 3/4 chopped fron 3/4 to 3/9

e. On 18 ,ugust 1967, Co M 3/ chopped fron 3/9 to 3/4
Co BK" 3/ chopped rron 3/4 to 3/9 e

5, Ciose Conbate During the month of Lugust 3@ Battalion, ,th Marinos
was hoadguartored at Con Thicn, The porincter was dofendod by one hoavily
rainToreed rifle conpany. Reinforcing units woerc ono platoon of tanks
Fron 2C Tank By oné platoen of (ntos TRof 3d AT Bfy tvo M-42 tuin L0mm
foan /A bty (U8 lamy), and throo guad .50 cal rachine guns fron ;
1/604 Lty (03 Lay)e  Battery MDT o/12 and Mortar Battory /12 provided
art ¢ support along wibth 24 Bn, 94%h Lty (US Leenyy) from Camp Carroll
apd o 0 Fow Bhry sron Cam Lo who provided long rango countor battery
firc. Ui reweining coupandos conducted oxtonsive scarch and dostroy
cperabions theoughout the ThOR, (Scc - 3f4 ThEK overlay)e & road sw2ep
of 1o 551 south to link up with the Com Lo sweops coming north was
conduciod dailye Three amphibian tractors, provided by et inTrac Bate
tolion, provided an ivvaiuabio agsot for transporting resupply bo the
outiying conpanien and providing a camability for repld roinforcorenta

L eonn’ o defonne ordor incinding defengivo firo plan and covntor ate
tock winn wos peblishede (Soe supporting Joowonts)s Continuoug dre
provenent of tho dofensivo position was enphasizod and with tho intro-
ducblon of the dyorarker project, considorable progross wes achievade

thuze Go MMM MLY and WTM gonductsd scarch and destroy oporations in
grid syuares 0969, 0970 and 1070 with nogative contects Lt 0915H co-
ordinntos 130657 the read sucop was Piroed upon by a rccolless rifle fron
197657, Third Fiatoon Co WK and tho tanks poturned fire. Two air strikes
wore run on ebove cnordinatese No further cheny activity was obsorved,
it 1100H while returning to Con Thicn the road swoep, &b 130557, was flred
vwon with 82 nortars. Thoe rounds fell epproxirntoly 400 neters to tho
soubheasts -0 on station was unable to locote the onorye 411 conpenies
conducted nisht anbusghose Negative contacte
g, 411l conponies continued soarch end desbroy operaticns in above
grid sguares. CO 3/}, with a small tastical cormand group joined Co LY
at 1328H at coordinatos 093703. i three conpony sweep of grid squercs
1171, 1172, 1271, ond 1272 was plannod for the following day but at 2230H
a ;essane wes reeeived fropn GO Oth Marincs sotiing forth the following
13:dtations. "advance ne further north than 105717, 4dvanco along tho
road rmay <o as far as 1127712, Units nust thon roturn to thoir prosont
positionss

3Lug, Ourtailod oporations consisted of Co MM and Bn Comnond group
sweoping to 168719 across north front of Con ovw oo ~ntocte

it 0930H at coordinatcs 096708 Co Ul rgeci
firc and 2 rounds of 60mn nortar firo. Ros

VL. (1 nedovac). Fire appoared to cone from Vicinity O Eris sty
Vw2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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nigssion was firod on this grid, At 1010H Co "L', at 112705, received 7 .
rowds of friendly 8lrm norter fire. Results: 1 USMS WIA (non-evac)e
At 13254, units established defensive positions as follows; Co "I" 094705,

Co YLt 035700, and Co "M with Bn. cormand group at 101706, 4t 1400H, K3
et coordinates 126655, found four NV bodies in a zrave. NV dead approxis- !
retely 1 nonth, A 1450H an NVA surrcndered at ths northern sector of the '
perineter. Ln intorpreter and PsyOps tean was roquested from 9th larlnes,
Lt 15L0H Co MI" found and destroyed 1 eveny herboring bunker. Lt 1540H,

Co "L" at coordinstcs 101706 found 3 harbering bunkers which they destroyeds
A% 1F00H, FUE inforred the S-2 Chief that thore wes a nortar yosition on

hill 43 at 1157533, fin arty nission was fired on this grid, i1l conpanies

contuised pisht witbushas with negative contact.

thaps Lt 0945H, K-2 ot coordinatos 129886, found 1 NV body in grave.

NVi. ¢:3d arprominately 1 month, At LOJ5E, Co "L' cormenced a sweep fron
1187314 to 108706, Negative comtact. 4t 10581 M-2 at coordinatos 102692,
fornd i dcstroved 1 harboring bunker, st 1130H M-R sighted 3 NVL arid

853, Arty nission called, rovnds on terpet. Three NVL KI. (prob)s &t
11350t Pn, Cmd group rotuened to Con Thion and conpanlcs cstablished de=
fonsiv: pooitiens as follews: Co "I% 092714, Co "LM 318714, and Co "MM
030, Lt 12021 ¥R found harborinz bunkers ab 097691 and 096633, Punle~
crgs dastresede bt 12304 M-2 at coordinctes 098673 found and dostroyod 3
haeboing bunkers. 4% cocrdinctes 099711, I-3, found a grave with 1 NV.
bolr, dead soveral days. &Lt 1250H, I-3, at cocrdinates 095710 found and
dosizoyed 1 harboring bunker. ab 1450H Go "I cormencod sweop of grid
squares S270 and 1070 as directed by CO Gth Marinos, Indications wore
it an §VG radio was oncrating in thot ereas Nozative rosulis, -

5hug,  4Lb O725H, K=, deperted on a road swoep. &Lt 0745H, Con Thiem
recoivad 12 rounds of &5 arty fronm 104775, Rosultsy 1 USMC Wli, Lt
07514 Co LY conductod o sweop fron 104705, /Lt 0312H Con Thien received
8 nore reunds of 85mn arty fron 105798, Roturncd fire with 105tm artillerys
Results unknown. it OB30H, roceivod 8 more rounds 85rm artillery. Roe
turncd firc with £ixod wing with wnknrwn resuits. Lt 1003H, K-l returned !
fron the roed swoep to 116697, Co "L¥ continved its swoep, Lt 1200H
ongincers blew a 4.2HT point detonating round. Lt 1500KE, Ce "HM", while on
swoop at 107686, discoveroed 2 Russian typo gronado booby-troppusd In trdil.
Dosiroyed by cngincers, it 15101, Co %" dise~vored another booby-troppad
Russian tvpe gronnde which was alse blown in placce The rcandnder of tho
day, companics "IM, "L" and "M! conbinued te conduet day tlmo swoops with
negrbive eontoct, while Go YR romincd in tho porimctor dofongo. 4t 21C0H,
I-3b, waile on lightoning pont et 094702 sightod 3 to 4 figures 50-75 rotors
poutheast of listoning post, Firod 15 rourds of small arns, Results Unknowhe

éhug. Lt 05304 Co M 2D, while in o night tine position ab 117688,
hoard four people walking toward thoir positions M-2D waitod until pocplo
vorc within 25 rcters and oponed firc with small ~¥ne and gronmdes and withe
drow fron the arca aftor condueting s suwcep wivh nogative results. At O610H
ColshLit, MM and "I' began swoops from nigh tine positions. 4Lt 1013H;

Co MM loe~ted a sholicr crnstructcd ~f logs, boards end dirt. It was
located within a burnced village. Tho sholter was blown with C-fe It 1245H,
Co "M!" found five bunkers aprwoximately 4Aix4 x5! ot YD 116685, Bunkers had
not boon usod rocontly. 411 bunkers wero destrovod wik Lemrivmnt’ Dogan

UNCLASSIFIED s
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rvenping to 093083, Co “L“ beqan a sweep to 110587 and Co "M" began

a swpen to 121689, No centact wvas made. At 17004, all vnits had como]eted

ny time activities. A1 units estabiisheda night, tlme anbush with ne oatlve

corbact ., :

m\ng, At 0349H, Con Thion received 2 rounds of incoming 85mm arty

Pron an ualknern position, OP'g were alerted. Between (X LO0H ond 0330‘1
Onig BI%, FLT and MY dagevted J’;‘r)r dav tire swesps. At C850H; K-2 on
road sween ootlted bupker at WD L 125552, K2 fired three rounds nf ACmn
' r, &t 0923H Co '1 b J.onated five 12'x127 lubs constructed of
MY tole were destroved, At 0925H, I.-3 located one

L'oat 1D 1050 175, The bunker was CLOSUI'OU"do At 1000H, Co

A srbitent ming, U.S. made, at YD 113675, The mine was

1""1‘t 1o the wear, At 'LJ')OxI Co "% found five bunkers at
s wors Ll lrEt, dwo ware 232°x3Y, and one was A'X7 %10, Al
8 denbresade At T20H, L2 b"‘O"u")u cne NVA yith a pack and car-
Fihs  Le2 cpoved uwp wibh small armse The NVA did not return
* gens area with nogative reswits, At 19501, CGolg 1IN, WLM, &
wooe orfened to conditet :.300*1 ity matecls and night time ambuches, At
-3, hite dn e wagnt bis . sritugh glie at 107686, cbserved move-
) T o Sl anies 1" ire wag placed on tho movemsnt and hhe
L £3rst Lipht with negative results. At 21003, Co "L¥, while
: amua‘,h e“"'uc, at 0,.w86 was teken under fire by small ernse
*?:w vow wan coliled d4 with good eowerape, Results from small arms
Uik KA m“ one U.’II() ‘ITJ’.,c Fnowy sagraltios vere unmknowum, A1l
Cwerprenod o thedr OF's to condiet night time activities, At 2045H,
o 150550, heesrd J'lOV},lwlenu to their fronke Whon a trin flare was set
e Trag reerade wos thrown. Resulls wore unlmowm, At 2L15H I~1 re-
por ted heering noises 10 to 20 meters in front of their position and fired
20 vemmds of small exms Tirs with ne-ative rosults, Units continued night

tire antivities with rogative contact.

CAuge A1l units to remain in present position and conduct local

gocuritv patrcle with heevws HET f‘_iri*\n in northern scector of TAOR, A%

0%3CH, Co "M founl one 12'%6%x6¢ gtorase hut and bonls at 129588, it and .
tools wora dégtroyed. &% -f.f" 0H, Co MY “establighed a dofensive position PN
at 1595600, Go WL' csteblished a nef‘en ivo posinion at 1308690, and Co e
estehiished a defensive pos 1blon at 122689, (o MR cmuinv_ecl prasent
plegion, Cols BT, “L¥ & ¥iM conductod local security patrols. Au 2020H,
1.1 at 111638, c)osorwc- povement to thoir front and fired epprowimately '

20 renads #rall arms with naga‘bive rosulis. At ;_’BOOH, all uvnits es "*olj_shed .

nirhl excbushes, At 2350H, K2 LP gpotled {wo figurcs west of "hei'r' ')u'Sithl’l :

at 122509, fired 9 romnds small arms and 3 woinds Bumn Hfs Reswlls unknowne ',_“;1‘;
: el

fug, At C500H, un"'s directed to conduct nicht time activities .

ard Coy time patrols. At CY4O0H Con Thich received six rounds of incoming
1e2mn frem 102807, Called arty ernd fixod wing, At 1305H, Co "IM dernorted
for their night time position 1044643 and at ]_530 Co "L" departed for thelr
nicht time position 130390, A+t 1810H, 1~3 OF obs orvod onc fixurc armed and
in biack najanss &b 1065683, 1.3 npone"d fire with swall arms. Individuel |
started puaning north, I~3 swerched area with no'ratrrﬁ resulba .
21104, I~3 ILP heard movemont +o thoir north e ' '
unknoim, ALl units contlnued night time actl

R =Y el W e B
Uﬂ{‘\\}@&[é&g IFl ™ TV-sl ENCLOSUAE (1)
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- ing sweeps. Co "I"'s position 137692 and Co "L"'s position 142692, Co "h!

. repevt thet porsons mey be friendly civilians. At 14204, Cols WI', LM & WM
. were all moving on sweeps from 142692 At 1400H, Co oMt Jocated four huts

DECLASSIFIED

e

&A 0’71.00 "M" located 5 village huts (143593, one ekeleton,

o bo 7-8 months old., All huts werc dostroyed, At 0815H Co "%
located seven sand bage at 130690 containing 175 pounds of rice. Ahlso lo~
cated a upiform of black pajamass At 1155H, Co "I" and Co "L" began conduct-

R

got in blockiny position 142596, At 1325H, the BC scope spotted fowr indivie
duals in & rice paddy st 184706, Two spotter rounds were fired prior to an AO

10'x10' %8¢ cnnstracted of bamboo and straw; not recently used. Huts vere
destroyed. At 1600H, Co "IM, while on e sweep, loceted four houses, ons
bunker and tlmee docunents at grid 1270, Houses and bunkers were destroyed
and Aocvments were sent to the rear, Also at 1600H, Co L' located seven G
large huts and nine swall huts, These hits had been partially torn dowm. g
All huis weve destroyed. By 2030H, a)l units were in their nizht time posi= ‘
tions. Nishit time activities resulted in nagative contacts

118uge ALl uvnits began sweops/security activities prior to 0800H, At
133CH, Go " found fows neavily reinforeed bunkers approximately 3'x6! at
023492, nenc of which hsd been used recently. A% 1755H, Co's VLI, MMM, & WKW
had ccmpieted day time activitbes and began moving to night time positions.
Each of theso wnibs set in night ambushes, Heavy H&I's were fired throughout
the right, At 2050H, while noving to & night time position, M~1B received
awall srng fivo, Fire was roturned with small erms, 179, 8imm and erty
miseicn. Rosulbs unknowme One squad of Co "N' recelved small arms, at
20508, vhile on patrel in vieinity of 107585, Con Thien received 10 rounds
of €5mn ertillery at 2320M, Artillery fire was returned, '

1z6ug, Upon return of their nizht tinme ambushes, Colg "IN & "M" began
conducting losal dey tine securlty patrols. Co "I''s CP 118690 and Co "M"'s
CE 1124088, Oon Trien received ons roun? of artillery at 1245H. Unable to §
deternina ceigin, Co "IN moved to Dons Ha and than to Cam Lo for rest and :

an opporaunity to obtain pewgoral gear. Co UKM3/9 arrived Con Thien to re~

© moin wntil il commanies rotation completed. 3/4 companies at Can Lo under
Y -~ £

- four incoming 85me rownds at 1050H, Al rounds landed ouiside psrimeter,

‘nizht time position, Co "I obsorved frur IVA walking north
. 10

OpSon 3/9 during rotation, At 2000H, Con Thien received thirty-seven rounds

of &5mm awrby, Returped fire by arty, At 2150H, a figure moving east to west

vas glghted by searci\lizht, Called for gimn morbar fire, Results unknoun. |
Sueep to hégon at first.light. At 2215H, &e2 observed a figure moving outside ,
the perimeter. OCo "KM fired an M-779 and an 81 morter concentration. Resulbs I
wknovn, Sweep to bogan at first light. At 2255H a prober tried to entor

the 1ince and sot off a trip flare. Ho wee brouzht under fire with M=79's

and ‘small arins. First Light scazch rosulted in a negative report.

138ug, At OSOOH, Co's "M"-.3/4 & "K'"-3/8 sweyd arca of previeus nights
contacts with nepative results. At 0852H, K-2~3/9 dlscevered one 60rias base
plato, At 10207, Con Thien rocoived £ive wounds of 85mn arty from 05677k
11 rounds landed oast of porimotere Retuwrned fire with avty mission. 0Co
"M found and destroycd three bunkervs at 097687 at 0900H, OCcn Thicn recoived
Retvrned fire with arty missicn. At 1430H Co "KH-3/9 located and destroycd
booby trappsd 1llumination cannister at coordinates 120590, At Z025H, while
setting into nizht tinc position, Co "IM roceived small amrs fire. Returasd
smell arms Cire and one individual was obsorved to fall. Co "1¥ celled in
60m morter and an arty mission, Resulis unknown, At 2055H, while'in a
from 1hodes
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position of activity, at 2025H, Small arms, claymores, and arty wero fired,
Rosvlts unknown, At 2230H, Co "I" recelved small arms fire, Returnsd small
arve fire along with 60um mortars and erty mission. At 2244H, Co "IM received
small arme fire and what appeared to be M~79 fire at coordinates fronm 101716
to 102715, Fired é0mm and 8lmm morters. Results unknown, At 2310H, Co "K'
callod for &lmm woriar concentration on two figures sighted in front of lines,
Resvlts unknoun. A swsep was planned for first light of tho area where contact
was rada, Obhar night time activities resultod in nogative contact,

1Lbuge At O454H, a trip flero was ignited in Co "N"!s position. Co np
opancd five with small arns and an .79, Results unknovm, &t first light o
swcor wag conducted of tho erca where contact was made during the night with
nepztive results. The swnep coverod from 101716 to 102715. At 1000H, Co "Mt
sot vp a Wlosking forcc at 094709 with the main force at 087700, Co "I yag
in their cav tine position at 119590. At 1025H, Co "M" dostroycd a 5001b dud,
in ploce, at 097703. Co "M swopt from 094709 and Co "I swept grid 1168,
Co 'L¥ podienad from Cam Loy Co MIY to Cam Lo, At 1700H &1) wnits hed com-
pleted dav tims activitics with negutive contact and worc proparing for nizht
tinmo activitics, WMight +ime activities had negative contact.

Isluge Scheduled day time activitios inclvdéd 4 Co ngr23/9 siicep from’
0015429 1o 130590 and a fo "H" swoop to 110690, Lt 0900H, Co L' located six
freshiy dug zraves, grass huts, two bunkers 41x10'%4! and onc NVi body which
appoered to heve beon killed by an oxplosion, at 117682. Lt 11201, Con
Thicr rocoived -inconing 85mm mortar- fire, and rotvrned. fire vith arty. &t
13254, ©on Thicn Feceived twb rounds &5rm arty which rosultcd in ono-WLi' " "
(nor~cvae) and onc disablocd amphibion tractods it 1657H,Cén Thion rocciyed
Lirn wees vAdd S5mm ortillory.  Conorél suppert arty wag ealled. ‘ot 1850H,
o ninc.was dotoneted while sweoping & mipc £icld arithin the poringtor Yyesulbsy
ing in ono KIi and onc 'WI;'.(ovacSﬂenginocr-pé;rsonncl:.- 4t 1900H, Co's "MY &
n1v.3/9 ostablishod night fime dofonsive positions and Co "L" bogan night ..
tinc patrols. Night time activitics rcsulted in nogative conbecte .. v

16.up. The dey's activitics includod & swoep by Co "MY and a roliof of |
Co "K" by Co "L" on thc Con Thivn porimotor. Co "I roturncd from Cam Lo
Co UK" to Com Lo, Co "M? vcecived 10 rounds of 155mm arty et 092679 from
an vnknown sourcc, Co MR took covor, and called for a choek fire, Onc
noh-hostilc casuvalty occurred. .t 13024, L5 poople viorc spottod fyom 092685
to 091675, crmod with automstic weapons, «wty:end 60mn mertars woro firod
in this erce with nogative rosults. &t 1520H, Co "M' found ond dostroyed. 12
bunkers aprroximotoly A'x4 x4t at. 101678, - Soven of thosc: hed boen. occupied o
rcecntly. Co MI¥ ot 112691, and Co "MP at 116609,  Night-tipe pbmushis from
thesc positions resulted in pogetivo contacts. . o v v o - Cren

17ug, Lt 0935H, Co "I" loeceted ané dcatroyed o bunkcr with two ovorhoad
huts containing assorted clothing. Co "I".also locztod two bunkers with @ -
assortcd trousers, seven cookihg pots,- onc:U.S. E-tool, -and.onc U.Se holnct.
A11 bunkers were located in vielnity 125693, 4t 1231H, Con Thicn roceived
four rounds incoming arty rcsuvliing in tyo Wli(mod-cvac) s *Returned fire with
artys it 1615H, Con Thiun was visited by Colpnol:DiVIS, Ge2 2diMarDiv, and;
Coloncl JIRUE, CO, 9th liorinc Regimonty. &t 1700H, Co "IV at 120688 .ard Co-
MM gt 129689, werc prepering night tipo positionse;rdt, 1815H alx Na wero
spotted in vicinity 135785, and. 15, NViy spotted, in. J4u8ismbramistc i BEg:
6/8 ortilloyy (175mm) wms firod on: L4643 end, 05migr Sraarfls)
Rounds..on: toxrgoks - Rosulbs: vnknowms.,, Mighit bipoe cotdd®

G
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18hug, Pricr to 0830H, units sont out smll unit mwoops/potrols. At
0830H, OP #1 Con Thicn obsorvod fpur vchiclos noving &t 109758, arty was
called in with nogative rosuvlts, .t 09101, K-3-3/9 locatod o frosh sot of
wagon t¥ecks and a frosh grave containing ono mnle body ot 138598, ..t O0945H,
3d Engincer Bn, dotonctod a mino while clvering o Con Thicn mino ficld, ro-
gulting in ono KL. and thrcc WIi's, it 1010H I-3 loc:iod and dcstroycd a
bunker 31x5'%6! at 129694, &bt 11151 K=283-3/9 discoverod end dustroyed threo
bunkers 3'x6 kx5! at 144698, Lt 1200H, Co WXM~3/4 rcturred to Gon Thicng
Co MM to Can Lo, &t 15304, 2ll units oceupicd night time positvions, Idght
tino ~cetivitics rosvlbed in negotive conbacte

10hug, 4t 0200H, Co fK"-3/4 bogan conducting a swoop to 094684, Co "It
bogan o swcop to 100693. Lt 1030H k-1 locadd o 6'x6'x3' bunkor at 100691
and dostrorad it with C-4, A4t 1040H Con Thicn rccodved six rounds of Ine
cominz cxly, The 40 on stotion called an erty risslon on thu caciyns It
10504 I\'-B--B,’9 located 2 51x5'x4) bunker at 099894 end destroycd 1t with C-Z.
At 17350 end agadn ot 18354, arty hit approximntely 200 potors nort: of
Con Thiciu. &% [SO0H, units woro preporing nisht tine positions. Night
activitics rosultcd in negative controt,

(Chug, By 0845H, el night time zctivitios hod roturncd to thuir CPls,
By 1115H, wnits woro located as follows; Co "IU-3/4 119590, Co “X"-3/)
090475, Co "K".3/9 115693, Co 110374 romainod in the Con Thicn dufensive
position. At 1120H, Co BI" ostablishod a blocking position protseting the
convoy position at Con Thicn, At 1120H, Co "MM=3// roturncd chopped to Con
Thicn completing the rotation cyelc as Co 1X"..3/9 roturncd to its perent
orgenization at Com Lo, st 1155H, Co Mi! discovered a booby-trappcd chirese
commnist gronade and o booby-trepped 105mm rounds Both wore destroycd in
placc, By 16004, all units woro in thedr night tirmc positions, Night
time sctivitics rosvlted in nogative conticta

2thug, Cols "KM & "M% yorc dircctod to sweop south and cross LOD

(117575 to 116585) at 0900H swcoping wost; doteét and mark all fortifications
and sholicrs, Co "IM (=) (roin) with conrand rroup to move on ordor in

tracc of Cols "K' & "LV and destroy all cucny fortifications end sholiors.

At 0000H, Co's MK & M moved out on linc from LOD, At 0945H, Co "™M' locatod
five sreves vith badly deeoycd bodics. Graves wore rarksd for furthor
inspuction, At 1000H, Co "K' locatod four ChiCom grenades not booby-trappods
Gronados wore markod and loft in placce At 1025H, Co "I" located five NVA
bodics in & tronch, Bodios appoarcd bo by about 14 months old. At 1045H,

an AnTrac dctonated an AT ninc resulting in 17 WIA(med-ovac)s Bunkor dostrues’ -

tion wee continucd, At 20001, all units woro in night timo positions with
instructions to bo proparcd to support 2/9 if nceossery. Units roported
locating and dostroying a total of 39 bunkors during the day's swoop. All
units conductod night time activities with ncgetive contect,

22hug, At OS00H, Co "K" moved from 109627 and Co "M" movcd from 111682
to swcep wostward within assigncd area. Co "I" romainod in its night tinc
position. A% 1245H, Co "M" spottcd throo NVA sbout 100 mcters to thoir
right front at coordinatos 101683, Tho oncry wore takon undor firo with
spall arns and ¥-79 firc. Rosults ncgetivo, Also at 1245H, Co "MW firod
on threc NVA flocing wostwand, with nogative rcsults. At 1510H, Co "M"
moved into their night timo position at 093685, Thoy reportod that they
had discovored aend scarched a total of 37 bunkersgrdne their sypor

V-7
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liost of these bunkers showed ho sign of recent use, Alse discovered wore b
tuclve 8lmm duds, a 105mm dud end a LAAW dud, All bunkers and duds were e
destroyod with O=4e At 1945H, Co "K" took 2 NVA under fire with small arms.

Rosults ncgetive, &t 203CH, OP-? observed considerable ereiv movenont in

grid 0669, Arty wes called throughout the nizht. &)1 units conducted night

time activitics vith negative rosulis.

sonthwost of Con Thion, as Co "I conducted & swocp conploting destruction

of bunkors @iscovercd the provious day, Co WIf to condvet platoon slze

patroils, All mnits moved out by 0800H, A4t 0840H, Co "I" discovered ono

vorva ag3 23 to 30, possibly sufforlno frmjualnutritlon. Co "I¥ called

for an »vLor_~otor for interrogation of thc woman, (Woman later cvacuatod

to Can Lo.) Ot 0930H, Co "K' observed two porsonncl at 12058/, noving southe

cas’ on idzeline and callad in erly with good coverago. At 1045H, Go "KM

Asneovorad threo Vietnarsse huts with tunncled bunkers. Punkers wore searched

with nooative rosulbse During morning sweop, Co "N" locatod and destrovcd

trelvo burkers, onc Slmn ¢ud end one 2501b bor»b dvd, 4Lt 13]5H all units

h: G oenimleted day time '.qcops/pa't't‘o'ls and were occup*'ln'f nizat tino positions
s foilrues Co MK 11889 0, Co MM 118690, and Co "IV 118 639. 4t 1620H Con

Thion rascived scven rounaﬂ of &5mm arty and roiburned firo with tanks and artJ.

It 1720H, Con Thicn reccived fivo nore rovnds ineoning 85mn and roturned iro

with tQD?s enc arvy. Eytuory mph, 2/12, returned 90 rounds of fire, Night

{Lire activitics rogultcd in negatlvu contacte

230ng, Co "K' direetod to conduet a swoop and occupy a blocking position i
|
|
{

2we. Trag Ocder for 24hugh? dirocted Co "™V to maintoin ite prosont
position Ly 1600H, and Co 1% 1o conduet proseribod platoon sizo patrols
and reburn to position by 1600H, .t O745H, Engincors on roed swoep dis-
corored ard deshroyed in plaeco, 2 20 1b an’citanl’ nino at 127538, 4t 0910H,
Co "X located and destroyed two. 2501b borbs at 110680, igain at 1100H,
Go "A” leceated and destroyed threo: 81rv norter rounds et 094682, &t 1220H
Co #I# loceted onc bunker. 6':3'z3', Dostroyoed by EOD team, Co MKI aiScOVOrod
1/ norc bunkers at 105565 with averaze dinmcnsions of &'x5':3' and dostroyod
8ll overhcads. bt L500H, Co "IN discovered and dostroved six bunkers 6ixf'x4!
at 111684, The Fras Crdﬁr for 25, 26,and 27y providod for day tiix swoops
of tho ontirc TiCR ( 350° circle of Con 1h50n) with tvo-corpany - porlrctcr
defenses et night,  Haximunm uvc_of nortar and arty for proparation and rccon
by firce was oncouraged. Fight timo activitios rosultod in nogative contact.

250ugz. 4t 0800H, Co's "IM & "KW hed moved out in accordance vith CO's
254ugl7 Freg Ordoer, bohind prop firos., At 0915H, Co "I" locatod and churoyed
a bunkcr ot 003668. Lt 1025H, €O 3/4 nodificd frag order rccalling Co's -
HI# & "K' to proviouws nizht tlnc positicns and holding activitics for 26 and
27angh? in aboyance at roquost of CO 9uh Marine Roginent. A4t 1045H, Co MIM
located and dostroyod ono large 20'x81x8! bunkor at 095695, ALt 1132H,
ROgll‘hb notificd 3/4 to onsure troops worce west of arid linc 10 fron 2603004
augd7 to 260900H.vgb7, Lt 1130H, Co WK¥ fired on two NVL in e three line at
096705 and saw one man fall, Lrty wvas callcd. - 4gain at 1150H, 2 NWVa were
token under firo by Co "K' and tank and arty fire was celled. Swoeps of
the aroa disclosed nogative resulis. 4t 1500H, 132 rounds of 105mi erty woro
fircd on known chory rockot positions of 135785, Two socendary coxplosions
wero obsorved, By 1627H, all units wero in their nig ht tino posiulons. 411
units conducted 11nhu tlﬁu activitics.” ot 2310H, Co
hit the ~round whcn erce wes illuninatod, Sneil adf
rosulis., V-5 e
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26hug, 4t 0750H, Engincors locatcd and destroyod cno M-19 LT mine at
126686, ALt 0800H, Co "I" bogan platoon sizo patrols and Co "K" a comprny
patrol as dirceted in R4.ugh7 Frag Ordor. ot 1100H, Co "K" discovercd a
tunnol 6' long 2' wide ard 61 decp, running to o uoll-conccalod AL ¢ARA
spider trep end a trench 20' long 2! wide end 3! deoop running into a 5'x4'x3!
bunker, 8ntirc svston was destroyoeds it 1145H, Co "K" dlscovercd an
observation platforn in a trcc apnroy:m'lclv 35! abovo ground, Virc wes
leading to platforn. Flatforn offcrcd cxcollont obscrvation of Con Thion,
Platfor: wes (tbpu"‘oyud. 4t 14458, OP #4 obscrved threc individuals with a
recolloss rifle at 0568700, Ta wut was fired on with tyin 40's, tanks end
variy, No further rcvoment was obt;”-'r‘vl,a. 4t 1735H, 9th Marine Rogincnt
oppr oved 374, cucewbion of 260 swoep around Con Thicn cormoneing 27-augo7.
&5 13008, ar L0 obscrved three RV in a tronch at 068689 end ran an air strike
destroving thico bunkers and two rocket positions with two KBa. 4t 1920H,
Co M.t casirved three NV,; in the open at 068700 and celled in a 105 fire
nigsion,  on PO ronoricd that reunds hit whore NVL were standing, 4Lt 2030H,
Co "X repaiec Swo NVA running into trecline at 123700 and callcd in 8lin
fivo niscior. Rostlus unimovme 411 uvnids carriod cut nisht tine cctivitios
uita nogoddve Further conbaob,

27%00¢ LT guooping urits had rmovod out of night tiro positions by 0807H,
Lt 130K, Crn Thicn reecived four rounds ineoning 85rm,  G/S arty (19's) wes
cellods 4t 1030H, Con THicn rocoived two morc 85rm rounds, Tanks roturned
fﬂ“r‘ L*mcw"ia,l r with 175rn fire nission callcd. Inconding resulted in ono
WI(nodevae), LAt 1545H, all units had completed thoir swoops with positions
as o.O,LLw. ¢Co MK 096’704, Co "I 095704, and Co "M 119688. Lt 1812H, Con
Thien roee :wocl {u0 roundeg inconing 852, Roturncd fire with tanks and arty
nission, 4t 18504, during a rcsupply to outlying conpanics which the Battelion
Corrnnd Group had accorwp,nlod s © tark dotonated an LT nine rosulting in 10
Wlits, Hod fwoe wes called end aceonplishod, Lt 1905H, Con Thion rucoivod
three rounds 8frev.  Tanks, 105's and 175's rotwrn.c fird, Incoming rosulted
in ono WIi(rwdevae)e At 2200H, ell units worc in night tinc positions, with
ambusics in pleco. Night time nctwrl,ms rosvltod in ntz tivo contact,

28\ug, Co's "IM & MK with Cormnd Group continuod swoop across ncrth
front of Cen Thion. At 0950H, Co "KM locatod ono doad NVL in gulloy at 112
709, Tho body, aporoximtoly 23‘- nonths old, wag drosscd in a khaki uwniforn.
4t 1030H, Cen Thicn rocoived 104 rounds inconing 85rn, Lir was on station
and arty was ealleds 4t 1145H, Con Thich reccivod 10 rounds 85mm,  Lir
and arty returncd fire, Ninc nore 85in rounds were rceeivod ot 1205H, D/S
erty roturncd firc and ailr was on station, At 1412, Con Thicn rccoived scven
rorce rounds of 120 or hecavy caliber high engle inconing rownds, 4n &0
wos net able te locate source of tho firc. 4t 1833H, Con Thion rocoivod nine
rounds 85mn, Lir strike and arty calleds Unit swoops which includod crossing
the traco from north to south rosulted in nogut.wo contacts Cornznd group
roturnod to Con Thien, 411 wnits reported in night tine positions at 138696
by 2020H, L11 units cenducted night tinc activitios with nogative ecntect,

2%iug, Units noved commoneing at 0910H fron night tinc pesition to 118
688 with nOg"tlvu contaet, 4t 1526H, all units were resuppliod and in night
tiro positiong, Night tine c\ctiv1tws prior to 2400 resuvlted in ncgativo .
contact, 1§
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30kug. Ab 0035H

direction of Con Theine

peehanical blasting

cAps,

At 1503H, Cor Thien rece!

regerve missicn vice
Co 1 atb 116587 211

time achivities with

Fituz, At 0843H,
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nMM gpotted movement of two personnel moving in

An ¥-79 was fired. A search party recovered one
NVA body with one ChiCom grenade. At O730H, Con Thien received six rounds
g5mm incomings Tanks roturned fire, Arty mdss
neera discovered two NVA bodles, ono burried, one on the grounds both woaring
kheld. wniforms end spproximately2 to 3 nmonths
The following items were removed from bodissi 3 #1b blocks ChiCom TNT, 3
one plastin poncho and one pake shift gas maeke

ved five rounds 85mn erty, Returned fire with
1745 awiye  Durdng day, corpanies remsined in place with Co "Ké assuoing
o nn, A% 1525H, Co "M' at 119589, Co "K' ab 119690,
conducted locel security.

negative contact,

ion callsd, &t 1045H, Engl~

olde Bodles wore buriod,

A1] units earried out night

all units had initiated day tine activities, Co "M"

corduumed locel securily petrols within 600 neters to east and gouth; Co "IM
condiunad sindtar patirols to souhh and wezt, Ab 1338H, Con Thien received

four wouads of incomiag

8t:m. Tanks fiven miss

ion at 106816 and enery

five asazed, Tanks and arly azein suppressed enomy fire, At 2145H, four
ot of the perireter. Swmell arns and norters
Soarch party results negativei

to gic VA were desoetod scuthe

were Tieods  Poverent in front of Linos ceascd.
A11 uaibs copduetad night tine aetivitics with

IV~10

nogative contacts
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a. There were no major logistical problems encountered during this

reporting period, Due to the utilization of mechanized sunply trains to ;ﬂ?}
outlying compenies, there was no need for helicopter rosupplys, The Heli- ‘
copter Support Team was thereforc roturned to Co "c%, 3@ Shore Farty Bat- i
teiion, R

b, Deily resupplics vere delivered over the MSR to Con Thien with no
difficulty. Convors were control®M by 9th Motors from Dong Ha to Canm Lo, L
by the 3d Battelion, Oth Marines from Can lo to C~2, and by the 3d Battalion, . A
/th 1arince from O-2 to the Con Thion perimeter. Truek support rceeived L R
fron Oth loturs was exezllent, Commanies were suprlied from the yemdncéuver
by IVT, Tanks, enf vohiclos organic to the Battalion, Units within the
perimetor received their supplies by Mecharical lulc.

c. On 12 hugust, the Command begen roteting company-sizned units to
the rcar for rchabilitation, One company from 3d Battelion, Oth Marinecs
was rovsd vp to Con Thicn as & rcplacemont forco. Ssabegs were nado
available for oach unit and, on roturn, stored &t Dong Ha in & Butlor ‘
buiidinge The rosation was complcted on 20 hugust, No sorious problcms |
arosa during this cvolution, . 3

d. On two occasions during hugust, ice cream was delivered to tho fiold
by holicoptor. The resupply phase went vory sizoothly and tho icc croam was
66311 in e solid statc when delivered to the men. Howover, an insufficiont
quantity wes cvailable for cvory men to got & sharc. lLction has boon initi-
ated to inercasc the amount, end to incroaso tho numbor of shiprents.

2s  Sunply

a. Ovcrall supply support during this poriod wes consicorcd oxcollent.
Sore shorteges wore exporicnced end still oxist in tho following itoms:

Fandsot H-138 f£/PRC-25
Sand baga
Cormunication wirc
Light weizht utilitios
Socks

i eritical shortage oxists for l-16 mogazinos, At the present time
porsonnc). arc being issucd four magazincs in licu of tho authorizod initial
issue of six por men. Theso L¥oms are on wriority 02 rcquisition.

3. Irangportation

6. lotor Transport support from 9th Yotors has boen oxecllent, One ‘
additional 1=37B1 has.boon -roeeived bringing us vp to our euthorizcd Jcvol
of four. ;7 | B X s
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b. Tho doedline rate for the Truck L-422!.1 has increascd during the
roporting period. 4t the present time ¢levon of twenty of theso v\,hlclo
arc on deedline. Of thesc, cight arc on "unit hold¥ frox FLSU-1. The
rcreining three erc eveiting perts at tho Sceond Ichelon lovel. Thesc
parts arc all on order.

¢. Tho Trucks 127441 arc being preparcd for turn in when tho replaco=

mont trunks }H274.2 arc ready for isesuc,
4e Misacllancoug
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a. The Battalion ostablishod and maintaincd tho following radio nots.

Rogimortol B0 #1  (FH) (RG-292)
Battolion TAC #2 (PN (RC-292)

’ “Poriwcicr Dol (F30)
Roginewial TP (FH) (R5-292)
b Anprerbinz hons

(1} "LoP/TC ostablighod and meintzined ono FM and one UHF nct to
the '

(2) lrsiilory atiachments cateblished and peinte ncd onc FM not
to nrot thedr regairemonten

,\ TP wrovided their own FM net vhile supporting oporations,

at tho Battalion
¥ nraunications,

. “ion on ths Battalion TLC #2 was maintained
vior dn Dong o, Ln RG202 was ompleyed o insure rolicbie

as The Battelion roor at Den Ba yiintained viro cotwmwications within
the OF ard Prunk Lincs to 9th Mari inc Rog,*m'“#r

.

oo

. : PR
S >

bl Cong Larw :r'op(:nn and roplacomonu of vrire 1inc 2t Con Thicn wms
o @ue to the freguent shollinge.

ce Throg, 8B-22 suitehboards were onployod st Con-Thicn: and.tuo §B-22,
qultchbomdr WG ol ovc,d w.ﬁbmr the Pwu Lion roar CP at Dohg Ha,

J

3. Radlo Po] sw.\ Njnt}\ Narim Poaiment‘ provided Radio Rolay at Con Thion ‘
during W, period.s The svs ,{,cm;wau totelly tnwdiielde one to consinnt o
cquipient foilures, | Vith W logenof Felosom botwoen tho forward and rear
Orig, the T3 net ae Mlech an abundance of admiristretive frafiie.

he 2 ,!’.Qr.

g .
H I

gy Tho 11‘th Enginecr JBattalion orovidod Gemp powcr “t both CP'
durlng the nonthe.

;

J—— |
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FIRE_SUPRORT COORDTIL.TION
1, During thc month of Lwgust, the ertillory firo support for tho Third
Bottalion, Fourth larincs was outstending. Time end tinme again thelr sup-
pert was requosted to ~rovide couvntor battory and supprossing fircs acainst
irooming onemy ertillery and for Hel fircs cgoinst onomy movement.

2, During tho wmonth an officient firc support coordination syston was
ovolved whoreby the fire support coordinator was able to control local air
and nroillory and docroascy significantly, tho tine lag betweon timo of :
rogost and time of delivery of firc., PFurther, artillery wes often ready 4
to fieo as goon os alr cloarcd Tho targot arcae (Llgo scot WFroblcms ‘
Freomibored and Lessons Icernod - Soction ¥I1) Also see documentss

3. Omrary of supporving fires for -39 lugusts

Betiomy AN Rounds Fxpended

Plry D% 2/12 1,312 6,489

Plyy HEC 2712 116 595

YorLer Bty 2/12 273 501

it 81 Howdtry .21 .54
1,732 7,679

FIRE MISSIQNS '

Battory. Hal . Rowds Exponded

Riry "I 2712 10/ ' 3,002

Ftry "E" 2/12 6 134

Mortor Biry 2/12 20 . - o 641

1st ©F HowBiey A . - 104

VII-1
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SETION VIIT

ATR_SUBPORT

1. During the month of August, the veather renained fevorable for all
gspects of air support. Due %o this Battalion's particular mission, the
serial odscrver aircraft have been used extensively to detect enemy move-
mort or build-ups. Fixed wing was used quite often by the AO's against
targets observed on thess flights, It has been general proceduro during
the month bto have an AO on station shortly after first light and also
avring *he last hours of day light. It is felt that this lessens the
prevobilisy of inconing enemy srtillery.

$31 regassts for air that wvere made were fulfilled withovt appreciable
deley. lidévac roquesits continued to bs completed daily. Helicopter recon
cvar-fiights for 3/4 were constructive and cerried out on tire.

AO air craft presented slight problens in that they sometimes failed to
monitor the T frequency and -ocoasionally failed to inform the battalion
irat they wers doperting the area, This sometimes delayed artillery fire
thet had been chockeds

s, The following is a swmary of air support for the peried 1-31 August:

a. Fixed Ving ~ 42 Sortles

b. AD Aircrait - 97 Sorties .
¢, Kesuoply - 6 UH 34's .
t. 1hdBvacs ~ 36 UH 34's

e, Troop Lifts ~ None

f. TPMYs - 607 requested

>
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YERICATL, AFEAIRS

Se3 velas o vy

1+ The overall medical situvation for the month of Auzust was goodse Two
Battalion Aid Stations were establisheds Onc in Con Thien and one in

Dong Ha. Tho forward BAS at Con Thien handlod all the casvalties in the
area. Jungle Rot and Fungus infcetions were prevalent in the #iflo corpanies
dve to prolonced deployient in the field. Saniteation in the rcar has buen
gooh., Problene with rodents end contaninated waler wero significant at

Con Tiicn, lan hours have beon saved by the Medical Officer checking
UNo-duty? and Wlieht-~duty" personncl on a daily basis abt the forward BAS,

2. The village of Hoa Duc was liod-Capped on 23August, ilinty-three
civilians were secn and troated,
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1. No civil affoirs oporations were conducted during this porded.

2, A1l civilians have been evacuated from 3/l eroa of operation.

X-1
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SERTION XX
FROBIENS ENCOUNTERED AND LFESSONS TEARNER

Some of the following fire supvort techniques are possible only due
to the unique features of Con Thien; namoly, the fact that all civilians
have been evacuated fron the area, the positions of all friendly units are
knowm, nost counter artillery fires are into enomy territory, and all contaets
myy be prosuied to bo oneny., Howevor, theso teehniques aro presented for
possible use or modification in comparative situations.

There is nothing that replaces comprohensive fire support planning in a
defonsive situstion, Planncd end rogistored long renge, close defensive, ond i
final proteetive firos not only: speod up firo support requosts, and onsure )
acerravs fire on target, but also greatly facilitate tho transfer of rospon- }
8ibility fron one wnit to another whon ireorpvorated into & dofensive order amd; |
overlay annex.e ‘2,\

A part of the long rangs dofonsive fire plan 1s the menncr of engagenont
of cneity ertiller or movtars fromn which inconing fircs are boing reeccived,
The dugast Gezette had a fine plan for cowrbor mortar fire. For countor
artillory firc, a comparative vlan is vossibls, Goals in ordor of mriority
are 1) dmpediete responso, (2) suppression of inconing artillery, (3) utili- {
zelion of the best observation and control agone;, (4) cnployront of the
veapons that possess both the renge and the daesirod’destructivo oapability, and
(5) coordinstion of tho scveral weopons available to ensvrce econtinuous ongagomeni
of tho targot, ‘

)
oceasions, proplenncd tergzets ero worthwyhilo, Uso of the 9Omm g tonk
properly leyod in on a proplanncd targot brsed on data corputed by the artillory
batiery DG provides o means of immodiately available supprossive fircs. In
the Con Thicn situntion, clearance that air is not in the sros is all that is
required for fircs to tho north. This ean bo done vicurlly by thw Lforuard
bettalion = - the tonk enn fire on the prenlanncd tarsct as soon es inconiy
1s recoived and bho Batdalion FSCUC has clenrod the tank to firo. By 2lss nvine
taining comwnication from air or: ground obsorvers throvgh FSCC to ths artillory
battury and boek to tho firing tanlk, these initial fires con bo adjustod as
the cetunl tar-ct is doteetod, Erporicnce hos froquently shown thot incoring
artillery sourecs are eut of ransge of on positlion /E ~rtillory suphort,

The range cepebility of Lho toik pormbte ensopenont of tho target while obm
toining G/3 crtillery or edr svmwort. Por closur in Targots whdls oimiting
nortors, areildory or 2ir, the Ontos can ~lse ongage th terget offcetivoly,
cither on preplanncd or obscrved tor wts, Foto that this tcehalqus of tonk
or Ontos fire =2lmo affords arior protectlon from the shrepnel of ineoming
rownts, that nortor and ortillery viwsonnol would nob ¢njor in opon pits.

As spoeifie torgzois ore acquired, the appropricte crtillory wowld of courso
engoge the target.

Whon firo is rocoived fron apjroxinetoly the same location on ropoatod .

For closc in fircs in and ~round +ho dofonsive perimctor cnothor practidoe
hrs proven profitoblo, Thy teadonor of parircter pirsonnc) hacploaer dobiote
+ Ing noverent at night wes to firo DOM=-pNg o Louest el Gadet e dnee
tion rounds don't inflict cneine eastaliiss 3 therefors (IEIRRT ti0n of 1R
with 1llupination has baun. dovolowud. 5 de ol
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If pon in the perimetor desire to fire a pou-pom, they f£irst five an h-79
gronadg in the direction of the nolse. The pone-por illuainaticn, nropsiiy
timed, Iights up the desired area just as the grenade hits, a1 perimoter
personpnel are also familiar with the fire p]ﬁn “for their imwdiate soctor,
They may requost £lum poriar fire by targed number rather than grid, for
which gun data hkas also previouvsly boen racorded, Tao Slmn nortars have:
been ablo to perfect a systen so that 8l HA oxplotes just as $1lunmination
breaks slightly to the outside of tho terget, Adjustmont fron these Hi
fires 4s also sinplificd if the terget is in sight, Automatic woeepons cre
thus hold in abeyance preventing disclosurs of their positions until they
have a distinet tergct to fire upon.

Acrial observers aro horrally tho desired control agoney, Af they hawvo
acquircd the targot. Lgain the bettalion FSCC shovld detoriaine who hes tho
best tor-ot ach131t10n - — and 1ot then control the fire rission, A cone
stent $ntorehango of information botween the A0 and the Adr Officcr in hat-
talion F'SCC es well os bobween the battalion Artillery Liaison Oificer oid
his growd observers with the "bettelion 14 and the 22 working in oach
othors hip pocksts! cnsurcs o rapid transition fron artillory to air and
back to hru1110fy

If at loast some of the G/8 ertillery is 1aid in ot ell timos on the
prospective tarpes eYSa, tino deley will also bo ninipized. Agzein, during
chcc¢ fires for air, tho cxchange of curron’ tarset inf-rration and the

ability of arvillory to have guns on tariet, pinimdzes dolay of artillery
firus Tollowing on air 3terv.

cromy territor: wiwrc

5 vroposzds PBasod on o

¢+ wincs have originetod and a
i vould nerrally cnganso tho
¢ovelonad along the g tnraet
eraft wouid

Syeinuouns

Finally, in tho uniquo sitUPtiOP of i
alr cleorance is ¢ll thit is roquired aun idee 4
\

'1
[T =™
M3

"
D He

g'_

rolotivoly smoll larqod arod 110" WhL01 iﬂc

taracts, a restrictive air snacU p‘ ~oal’ bo
linc, This plon covid bo publishod f
hove to roguest porndssion to vinlate

artillery clezrance Lo firo on the tqrgcts {ro vivich irconing was oupected
yorld cxist,

n

In the sroca of eorsmunicztion, o conforoncs esll syroton botwecon the ORls,
Porimctcr Compeny CP, COC, 7SC03, and €1 ¥O2 during incoridnz or porlmeior
contacty, oynoditcd Tira support vhile pormitting cesmalby 1~pﬁ7* Tho
pﬁrinutor P yrg in contoet uith tonks, ounbeg, nnd ovher units in
the mrirctor,

negition on

nvo o tectienlly and
arpander sast coord.inrto,

Finelly, in the corplex dovelonment of o pos
logistically sound ins™, ]7‘u3ﬁ“, the sovior tachd
7

and influsnes the rp aaka boins vorforced withis poriinctor, Ao wst
ert @ rosnonsibilites fo* Lhs scevwity £ 21 »a N»w' whuuhor or “ct

ottt chod. Ho iwet oismre 1ot cons u“U”+517 aot onle

but is h bli bls by froouvs (o Loaviontion to bunker drnin,au hnd o
proofing), Mo thus ivst ~.o% with unit com hO‘Tu of ﬂ31 v

2l bisise The rusvlis of uvch caovdﬂn"b10ﬂ wil?
in i tochaloves of i
tionel porsmcctive of th. U:CbIC:l
olse imorove in cfficic ]
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