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THE e ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. Designations/Locations.

a. 3d Battalion (Rein), 4th Marines.
b. Defensive position YD 173733, k-2 Janbt8; d@m31VG position

YD 150710, 12-22 Janég;

Jan

2, Repiod Covered in Repork.

3. Billak Asgiznments,
s, Commanding Officer

t. Executive Officer
Ce Sl

de S=2
% o
g. Comme Oe
he ©0 H&SCo
i, 00 Co "Iv

3o 00 Co ®Kw

ke O Co "L N

1, 00 Co Wb

1-31 January 1968,

1-31 January 1968
1-31 Jamu 8
1—%11 Januﬁg %328
1-31 January 1968
1=31 January 1868
1-31 January 1968
1-18 January 1968

18-31 January 1968
1-32{ Jmmarrg 1968

2A-31 January 1968
1~27 January 1968
27«31 January 1968
1-31 January 1968
1-18 January 1968
18.31 January 1968
1-31 Janvary 1968

I-1
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defensive position YD 149692, 22.24 Jan 68;
detaggive position vicinity of Route 9 north of Camp Carroll, 23l

LtCol LEk. R BBNDW
Maj J. B MEAD

1stLt J. A. PARKER
lstlt B. K, LILE

Maj R K, YOUNG

Capt S, B THOMAS
Msgt H., L. COAJES
Capt A, A, JANSSEN
1stlt W R, WILLETT
2dLt J, 0. SINGER
Capt J. L. PRICHARD
1stLt G. F. DIQKINGON
Capt E. O. LEROY
Capt J. D. GARR

Capt Jo L. CLAUGHLIN
Capt R. W KAIM
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SECTION II
& PERSONWEL aAIMINISTR: N

1. Raplassuenta Raceived

a, USMC Pnlisted - 14
b, UMC Officers -

c. USN BEnlisted - 9

2, Personnel Rotated
a, USMC Enlisted - 56

3. Qther Personnel Iosses

a., Transfer by Service Records
: (1) USHC Bnlisted - 32
(2) USN Enlisted - 2

b Wounded in Action

élg USMC Enlisted - 171
2) USMC Officers - 5
(3) USN Enlisted = 8

c. Eilled in iction
{1} UMC Bnlasteu - 36
(2) UG Officers « 3
(3) USH BEnlisted - 6
¥
d., Humanitarian Transfer - Q

o, Non~battle Casualties
(1) USMC Enlisted -~ 6

(IR L L U LR T TN i L B R L T L S P B B U T

t £, Intra Division/Regiment Transfers

flg USMC Enlisted - 14
2} USMC Officers - 1

- (3) USN Bnlisted - 3
z ~ {(4) USN Officers - 1

he Number of B&R Trips - 87
5. Average Menthly Strength

a. USMC Enlisted - 1133
b, UMC Officers - 43
¢, USN Enlisted = 0
d. USH Officers = 2
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8, Officers - Rank
Capt

be BEnlisted - E-4
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SECTION 11I

1, Terrain: The following is a descriptive analysis of the topography
encounterad in the 3d Battalion, 4th Marines area of operation:

Jan G§

a. The terrain immediately west of the A-3 position, north and south
of the "trace" consists of heavily wooded areas and wide wet rice pade
dys. Vegstation is secondary growth with bamboo thickets and partial
canopys in some areas, 15~20 feet in height. Extensive bombing and artil-
lery have created opeh areas along most ridge lines 25-75 meters wide.

The low wet rice paddys are between 25-125 meters wide and parallel most
of the rolling hiils, Observation from the ridgelines is good to the
low arease

b, The terrain east of A~3 and north of the trace consists of rolle
ing hills with secondary scrub and thick brush brokem by low wet rice
paddys 75-150 msters in width. Vegebation consists of broad scrub areas
near the trace arca bordered by hedgerow complexes to the north, Iow
wet rice paddys parallel most of the rolling hills. Dus to constant bombe
ing and artillery, there is 1ittle or no canopy. The ridge lines are gen-
erally cleared and open allowing for good observation to the low ground.
Rate of movement for large uhits is 800 meters per hour,

c. The terrain around the contact area of 18 January lecated at YD
145724 consists of rolling hills broken by thick hedgerows and open
grassy areas, Numerous bomb eraters and artillery shell craters dot the
landscape. Qbservwation from the high ground is good, but obsesvation is
limited on the flat grassy areas because of the thick hedgerows. Max-
imum utilization of the terrain has been made by the enemy for the cone
struction of bunkers for both living, fighting, and spider holes, Ela-
borate trench line systems located within the hedgerows connect living
and fighting bunkers. Movement on this type of terrain was generally un~

restricted,

d. The terrain in the vicinity of the Battalion position located at
YD 073572 consisted of a low river basin paralleled by Route #9, and
steep hills. Vegetation consisted of heavy secondary scrub growth, three

to six feel high, broad grassy areas, and partial canopys on the ridge
lines 15-20 feet in height, The river is navigable by small water craft

during high water periods, Observation is good from the ridge lines but

is normally restricted to one direction because of the heavy vegetation
and steep rising hills, The Cam Lo River in the vicinity of the Battalion
position (YD 073572) is fordable at selected locations during low water

periods. Heavy rains of short duration cause flash flooding in that area,
2, .Enemy Situation at the Beginning of Period.

a2, Inemy strength in and adjacent to the 3d Battalion, 4th Marines!
area of operation was considered to be one reinforced battalion of ths

90th NVA Regiment. As stated in the 3d Marine Division Intelligence Sumy
maries, friendly operations and construction of the A-~3 position b
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Gio Linh and Con Thien had confused and upset the eneny's tactical,
logistical and infil*ration scheme of operation, At the Battalion pose
ition north of A-3 the enemy's tactics were primarily of a harassing nae
ture, Persistent sniping and occasional incoming artillery and mortar
fire were the only overt acts against the position, Effective patrolling
by platoon and compang size units kezt the enany off balance and stalled
ocbvious build-ups at two locations north of 4-3, Iemy infiltration

and supply routesg in and adjacent to the area of operation were deteymined
by sightings and contacts during the period 27 December 1967-1lJdanauxy 1968.
The infiltration net works were determined to be most active from YD
169772 to YD 191756 and YD 1597.5. Sightings and contacts also estab-
lished the enemy's line of resistence from 140735 to YD 176762, On

7 dJanuary, contact with the enexy indicated that forward wnemy positions
had been set up in order to hamper friendly operations and movements short
of their main bases and logistical support areas, located in the southern
half of the [MZ., Size of the forvard elements was estimated to ba 30 to
40 men (one platcon), Weapons included light machineguna, automatic and
gemi~automatic rifics and bolt setion Soviet sniper rifles. The enamy pose
itions were well bunkered and concealed with field of fire facing genw
erally in a soutascutheast and southwest direction. Enemy snipers posie
tioned in spider holces were used to draw friendly units into the bunkered
areas and pre-planned fire zones, During contact with an estimsted 20-

30 NVA at YD 174746 on 11 January, the enemy unit was identified as the

2d Company of the 7th Battalion, 90th NVA Regiment, Bunker complexes were
discovered along two ridge lines from YD 177746 to YD 183749 and from 1D
173746 to YD 179751. Most of the bunkers were between seven (7) and nine
(9) months old, well constructed and recently used. The bunkers were v
constructed with overheads of logs and dirt two to four feet thick. Diw
mensions of the bunkers averaged 5 feet by 5 feet square and four to five
feet deep, Partial tunnels had been dug in scme of the bunkers which were
two to three feet in diameter and five to six feet in length, Most of

the bunkers were of the living type and had connecting trenches with in-
dividual fighting positions inserted between them. Iquipment captured
during and after the contact was in good condition., Contents of memg
packs and information contained in the captured documents indicated that
the enemy personnel had possibly infiltrated south during the last two
months. Bunkers found during the contact were well stocked with rice.
Friendly patrols had reported groups of civilians traveling east of the
contact area with empty rice baskets a week prior to the contact, indis,
catirg that possible NVA sympathizers from the Gio Linh area were apalste

ing in resupplying the enemy units.

b, On 15 Janaury, the Battalion moved to a new location further west
and south of the trace at YD 148707, The enemy continued to operate in
relatively small screening units of 10-1l4 men and forward observer tcams
of three to five men, primarily north of the trace between A-3 and the A=4
positions. The 27th NVA Independent Battalion (approximately 150 men of
an original 300) reportedly moved the bulk of their unit south of Route 9,
but sightings of amall groups (t=~ tn threse men) in the vicinity of the
Battalion posifion indiecated that possible elements of the 27th Bat-
talion headquarters remained north of Houte 9 in order to coordinate ace
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tivities with other NVA units,

e, On L4 January a large enemy harbor site (estimated battalion size)
was discovered at YD 166690 in a heavily wooded bamboo thicket with
15-20 feet of overhead canopy. The harbor site has been used by a small
enemy unit within the last two or three days as indicated by pots and pams
of recently cooked rice in the immediate arsa, Indications were that
the camp had be.en used on a full time basis two to three months previouse
1y by a company or larger unit, - The hambor site was located near a trail
complex known to be used for iifiltration of men and supplisse The site
appeared to have been 1sad o 11y as an overnight feeding and resting
station. A large tree locatei in the middle of the camp was used as an
observation post, Twenty-one 1livirg bunkers were discovered as well as
four, 82um mortar pits., ‘Te Liviag btunkers were constructed in an “L®
shape with dimensions of aix (o) feet long by four (4) feet wide and four
(4) to five (5) feeb deep. Most of the decks were covered with straw
matting axndl &ll of the bunkers were overheaded with two to four feet of
logs and dir3. Une of the bunkers was used for cooking and had a fifteen
(15) foot wumash 25 part of a sicheless oven, Adjacent to the living area
were four, 8us var plus with builbid aumunition bunkers, the dimensions
of which werc ur feet by four feet by four fest. A total of 183, 82mm
mortar rounds were discovereds Openings wers cut in the canopy in order
to fire in the Jdirection of Con Thien, Based cn past information and lo-
cation of the harbor site, it is probable that it was a full time staging
and rest area for elenents of the 270th VA Regirent, which operated in
the vicinity of Pha Tho YD 178699,

3., Tetal Enauv Losses,
a, Casualties; 325 “W¥N(Confirmed)
10 Wex (Fow)
13 Detainess

be Captured Equipment:

Amount Item
64 AK-47 Rifles : ;
32 AK-LT7 magazines Mﬁﬁ@lﬂggﬂﬂE@
9 AR-47 mag pouches
3 AK-L4'7 mag pouches (Leather)
23 SKS carbine rifles
17 BPD Light Machine Guns

1 S5G-43 Heavy Machine Gun

1 Soviet 1891/30 Sniper Rifle w/ & 3.5 power scope
1 Tripod for Heavy Machine Gun G~43

3.4 ChiCom Gas Mask (Complete)

1 RPG-2 Rocket Rounds

6 REG-7 Rocket Rounds

b RFG~-2 Rocket Launcher
1 RFG~7 Rocket Launcher w/ optical sight
;08 82mm Mortar Rounds

/ 113
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Item

82mn Fuses

82min Boosters

g82nn Increments

60mn Mortar Tubes

60mm Mortar Bipod

60mm Mortar Round (ChiCom)

60om Fuses

60mm Boosters

DH-10 Directional Mine

ChiCom Grenades

Anti-personnel Mines (Russian)

ChiZom Grenade Pruches

Chifom Cartridge Belts

Tnilcm Communications Wire

RZ:2 Fuses

HG~2 Toosters

RPC-7 Ecosters

folish PCii-60 Rifle Grenades w/ case
83-47 Grenade Launchers ,
Soviet Fragmentation Rifle Grenades w/ case
SniCom Field Radio (Complete w/ handset)
MJV-5 Pull Fuse

NVA Packs

&VA Canteens

NVA Shirts

NVA Trousers

NVA Shoss

NVA Hammock

NVA Ponchos

ChiCom Mess Kits

Fast Gerran Medical Kits

Medicine (Unk Type)

Russian Biological Decontamination Kit
Gas Mask (Russian)

NVA Picks

NVA Shovel

ChiCom Helmet

NVA Hats (Straw)

25 ft Rope

34
300
3 cans
2
1
6
20
3

g8
6
61
3

b
AD {4
L
=

At B

o
C
)

]
NHODNIH O G 0B\ ON O B0 =t =i Lt

10 Pot and Pan

40 1b Hice

€20 rd 7.62 Long (Type 56)
9Ll rd 7.62 Short

Miscellaneous Clothing (Not Uniforms)

L4y Tnemy Situation at End of Period
8, Inemy activity north of the Battalion position located at ¥D
148707 continued to remain light with sightings of relatively small

ITI-4
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TiTe estfmat.ed ta be from an oSmm fi a 5un. s t.ion ol fire was ap-
proxinately & wminutes, .nfomation reeeived from 4th warines indicaten
the following eneiy univs to be operating in the vicinity of the Jate
talion position; Headouarbers clenunts ol the $0th AVi Rogluent, <Tth
Insendent kUi Jatialion, and 4n unknoun aieny vattalion siie force up-
erut:rf" to the northwest,

f. During, the sarly n.ummg hturs of the 2bth, the brige located
at Y2 G74572 was desbroyed uy an sV ralding party saking it dupassable
to vehicle traffie, Inaications were that the isdin enasy mission wus
tu sever Route 9 Letween Gam Lo Village wnd Cuwp Uarvoll, thus foreing
recusiply of the Guap Curroll artiliery pesstion oy helicopter. There
were gontinued sightings of iVa units soving north wnd south of the Cam
Lo iver from Yo 060571 to YD 080591, sniping and incoming mortar fire
persisted throughout the day, Contact with an estimated platoon slze
force was made at YD 069574, ‘The initial field readout of captured
eneny equipment indicated that the enemy forces operating in the area
were. well aquipped with new and up to date wea.ons and equipment,

g.' On 27 January, dur:mg the early moming hours, a heavy volume
of small arms and sniper Iire was received from enemy .ositions north
and west of the Battalion perimeter and concentrated enemy movement
and voices were heard southeast of the perimster, Infiltration during
nn early moming hours (three-five o'cfock) had been made with enemy

ts positioning for the attack. An estimated company size force was
11"~lved in the contact area supported by the remainder of an enemy

astalion, Weapons included 82mm mortars, 75mm recoilless rifles and
m“""lne guns, with anti-airepaft machine guns in gemeral supports During
ths ensuing contact, eight enemy POW's were captured, one of which was
an officer. 'Some of those captured were in a state of shock and crying;

appsared very young, Many dead and wounded enemy were left on the
B ,ﬂ clleld. Initial mte:rrogatlon of the PON's revealed the fol.low:mg

(1) Unit Identification: 2d Co, K-7 Bn, éith Regt, 320 Division,

> (2) Parent Units: 320 Division (48th Regt, 52d Regt and 64th
Regh '

- {3) MiSSiOn of Enemy Unit: To set up ambush in the v:.cmity of
YD 7757 nvid sometime during a seven day period, The battiion general
miss.".u‘;‘ was to conduct raids and ambushes,

{4 Morale: MAverdge" prisoner stated recruits have no exper-
ience, .13 enough foods Other POW's stated most were "scared to death",

(5) Qu ﬁly. POW stated supply of ammunition and equipment was
ad~gase, Civilian workers carried food and ammunition to battalion

area 2% nizhte rON also sta.ted that a transportatlon unit brought food
end auaniticn every seven days. There were about 100 men in th is unit,

qy,l,"l rn ’;[I;""én @
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(6) iceatiuns . stebed the approxi.cte locatdon of the a=7
Hotvalion was at Yo 0664, e stated thal Une 4Bth wid 52d degluats
were atill in ¥V,

(7) Cumnents of the Interrogators hsbitually lied wntdd
esught. 2siicbildty cculd not be Judged. {Sec 7th IT% 143 st 17»68
ZTIL0Z Jav 68 and foliowsup re.ort G 28lkidS. for details.) Cther
At captured during the ccutact stebed incy were also ITon Lune Toh
sattaiion, 64th Mgiment, (ses Toh IU%, L1l lad ro.orvs 168 ot
2TLA5CL ua 68, II1 .47 2lwbb, 29ubACu3 i I1L EaT 15=08 2715000
Juk 68, for interrcg:tions).

h, Considering the aggressivencss of eneny uction, ¢ ndition of
cpatured enely 2m.8 nd eytlpient, wnd introduction of new munitione
to this arcs of operation, indiections wre that additional offe.sive
aetion will ove initisted by enerv forces.

1. The action of the 27th apjeuired to huve declsively defested the
7th 3atua. fon of the bith @l, ppe-enp o polential attack cn Cump
Carrell, snd maintedned tne overiana supply route open to Canp Carrcll,.
Tae clo-ing aays of the month siw sporedic 60m: and 82w mortar fire
slons Houte 9, but rain force units apgeared to have withdrawn north
of the Ca. Lo diver,
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SECTION IV
OPERATIONS AND TRAINING

| 1. The following training was conducted by 3d Battalion:, 4th Marines
during the peried 1-31 January 1968.

uNIT SBJECT MMBER OF JOURS
H&SCo Care and Maintenance of 106 RR 10
Map Reading 2
Weapons Safety ) &
Care and Maintenance of M<l6 Hifle 8
Leadership L
Field Sanitation 5
E Co M"In F. 0. Procedures 3
: Med-evac Procedures 3
. Weapon Safety 6
: First Aid 3
. Radio Procedures 6
H M=60 Machine Gun g
Care and Cleaning of M-16, M-79, . i

¥~60, 60nm, NOD, PPS-6
Poin¥ Procedures on Patrol
Squad Tactics
Fortification Construction
Defensive Tactics

Squad Ambush Tactiecs
Convoy Tactics
Map and Compass Procedures
Land Navigation

PR A NP TR ST

35 Ew Leadership
Map Reading
Demolitions
Weapons Safety
First Aid
Use of Supporting Arms
Practice Fire Missions
60mm Mortar Ingtpuction

Co nLn 3.5 and LAAW
60mm Mortar
Patrolling
FAM LAAW -

Mapping
First Aild

Radio Procedures

2
6
10
<3
15
8
é
3
&
3
A
5
i
N
10
6
2
1
2%
2
L
1
@
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eneny groups.. On 16 January, information was received of a possible
eneny buildup in the area north-northeast of Con Thien, Elements of the
803d NVA Regiment were the probable enemy units, On 18 January, & w0
company patrol made contact with elements of the 803d NVA Regiment
(believed to be the 2d Battalion) estimated to be at least one reinfopreqd
company with a heavy weapons unit attached, Weapons included AK-47
rifles, SKS carbines, HPD Light Machine Guns, ahd Heavy Machine Guns
(.50 Cal, US or SG. 43 ChiCom)., The enemy also employed 60 and 82m
mortars, RPG-2 rockets and 85/100mm artillery in support of their units,
Enemy artillery support was accurately adjusted by forward observers ate
tached to the enemy units. During early phaseg of the contact, the
enemy seemed to be very disorganized and many withdrew in a northerly
direction. Ihis indicated the following probasbilities:

(1) ™at the enemy had insufficient time to organize their
defensive posizions,

() “revperienced troops were involved,
~ " . - s S oms
(5) e 0¥ drseipline,
) - Gy AT i S e L) 3
(LY Poov <izkuire spirit because of previous heavy losaes.

be The size ress of the enemy were the most significant items
of intelligence | from the contact. The enemy wore a mixture of
khaki and black pajemsa type uniforms; black pajama attire was the most
prevalent. The body dinansions, height and facial characteristics were
of special interest, A muscular body structure, 145-180 pounds; average
height of 5! 10", and facial features of high cheek bones, upward slant-

ed eyes, and well grocmed appearance were the main areas of difference
from that of ordinary Nsrth Vietnamese,

cs On 21 Jamiary, a company observation post obscrwved five NVA
north of the Batlilion position setting up a forward observation post in
a tree, A pairol was dispatched to the area, but returned with negative

results. Atb aproroximately 1800H, the 3attalion was attacked wth a com- e

bination of artiilery, mertars, and reccilless rifle fire. Most of the
rounds were esiimalzd to pe 100-105mn artillery, 82mm mortars and 75mm
recoilless riile rounda.

d. On 22 Jamuary the Battalion moved its location to YD 149692,
emy activity in wat area was minimal with only -apgpected movement at
night of small giroups,

e, On 2. Jdanuary, the Battalion was alerted and moved one conmpany
by helicopter to assist an ambushed unit on Route 9 between Cam Lo and
Camp Carroll at YD 073572, On 25 January, the 3d Battalion (-) helie
copter lift was completed to its new location at the above coordinate,
iuring the early morning hours of 25 January, Co..'M" made contact with an .
estimated 20~30 NVA at YD 072574, Increased enemy activity in that area N
was very apparent and indicated the probability of an atiack,. At BIE0E )

W ig:;
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SUBJECT NUMBER OF HOUSS
Weapons Safety
Conduct in RVN
Personal Appearance
Maintenance of Gear

- Personal Hygiae
Ambushes

- NVA/VC Tactics

- FAM MNe80

. Fy O Procedures
Search Light
FAM Me16

- FAM ,50 Cal MG
Command Responsibility

Co M ‘ Leadership
: Map Reading
-First Aid
Weapons Safety
Field Fortifications
Use of Supporting Ammes
Compass

VE QOEE R 00N O e e

2« In addition to the above, all individual Marines fired their weapons
for "zero", prior to assignment to a unit in the field.

3, All replacements were given indoctrinstion lectures prior to Jjoiming
sheir units by the Commanding Officer, Sergeant Major and their Go Offisgwe.

TR

4, Command and Control

L i

On 12Jan68, Co "K" 3/4 chopped to 3/3

on 14Jan68, Co "K' 3/4 chopped from 3/3 to 12th Marines

21 24Jané8s, 59d Scout Sniper Platoon chopped from 3/4 to 9th Marines
Cn 24Jan68, 3/4 chopped from 9th Marines to 4Lth Marines

On 250an6é8, Sqd Scout Sniper Platoon chopped fram 4th Marines to 3/4
On 29Jané8, Co ®H" 2/9 chopped to 3/4

Cn 29J2n68, Co MH® 2/9 chopped from 3/4 to 2/9

On 31Jané8, Co "L» 3/4 chopped to 3/9

TP

These were task organized as follows:
Defensivs position YD 173733 (1-12J8né8)

H&5Ca (~) Bn CP

Det, Etry nIw 3/12 (Liaison Team)
Sqd, ocout &ia'er P].'h’ HqCO, 9th Mar
st Co nCy, 3d Eng (2Demo Teams)

W2

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

Det Co "C* 3d Shere Party Bn (HST)
Co "Iv (Rein)

8qd 106 PXt, H&SCo {1 RR)

Det Comm Plt H&SCo

Det Blmm Mortar Pl He&sCo (FO)
Det Btry "I* 3/12 (FO)

Co wgn (Rein)

Sqd 106 P1t H&SCo (1 RR)

Det, Comm Plt, Hé&SCo

Det 8Lmm Mortar Plt, H&SCo (¥0)
Det Btry "I 3/12 (F0)

Co "L" (Rein)

sqd 106 Pit, H&SCo (1 RR)

Det Comm Plt, H&SCo

Det 8lmm Mortar P, H&5Cs (FO)
Det Btyry *Iv 3/12 (F0)

Co *M» (Rein)

Sqd 106 Plt, H&SCo (1 RR)

Det Comm Plt, H&SCo

Det 8lym Mortar P1lt, H&SCo (FO)
Det Btry vIn 3/12 (FO)

Defensive position YD 147708 (12-24Jant8)

H&SCo (~) Bn CP

Det Btry vI* 3/12 (Liaison Team)
Sqd Scout Sniper P1t, HqgCo, Gth Mar
Det Co #C", 3d Sngr (3 Demo Teamag
Det Co "C* 34 Shore Party Bn (HST
Co #I (Rein)

Sqd 106 P1lt, H&SCo (1 RR)

Det Comm P1t, H&3Co

Det 8lmm Mortar Plt, H&S3Co (FO)

Det Btry "Iv 3/12 (¥0)

To " (Rein)
Det Comp. P1t, H&SCo

Jet 8lmm Mortar Plt, H&SCo (FO)
2et Btrey win 3/12 (F0)

o M {Rein)

513 106 Plt, H&SCo (1 RR)

fet Comm Plt, H&SCo

7st 8lmm Mortar P1t, H&SCo (RO)
Det. Btry niv 3/12 (FO)

saep J. J. Carrold (24-31Jan88) vieimityBouts B

k3G (~) Bn CP
Det Biry "I 3/12 (Liaison Team)
Tt o nGH, 3d Engr (3 Deme Teums)

1v-3
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Co "In (Rein)

Det Comm PLt, H&SCo

Det 8lmm Mortar Plt, H&SCo (FO)
Det, B4y "In 3/12 (FO)

Co WL (Rein)

Det Comm Plt, H&SCo

Det 8lmm Mortar Plt, H&SCo (FO)
Det Btry "I 3/12 (FO)

Co " {Rein)

Det Comm Plt, H&sCo

Det 8lmm Mortar Plt, H&SCo (FO)
Det Btry wI® 3/12 (Fo)

5. Glose Combat

2. Battery "D" 2/12 was in direct support of 3/4 until 25 Degamber
1967, at which time Battery "E" 2/12 was agsigned. General suppory fires
were available from the First 8" Howitaer Battery {self-propelled),
175mm Gun Battery from the 29th Arty (USA) and Batterdes "F" 2/12 and
K" 4/12, Air support, including fixed wing attack aircraft, helicopter
gunships, aerial observirs, med-evat and resupply helicopters were
used extensively in the accomplishment of the Battalion's assigned mission,

£
E
e

be The entire period coversd by this report saw the Battalion ale
gaged in almost ccnstant contact with the enany, Aggressive patrolling
end dedicated proféssionalisn by unit leaders at all levels were notee
worthy, inflicving heavy losses cn the enemy, The Battalion oparating
posture was, by nature of its assigned mission, flexible and allowed
consvant exploitatlon of the enemy's movements and weaknesses. Suce
cessive multi-company defensive positions were utilized which were re-
losated with continuing fregquency to avoid fixation by the enemy who
showed an inereasing capability to utilize observad artillery and morw
var fire, The harl-hitting, imaginative tactics employed by all levels
o awmand within the Battalion kept the enemy off balance and nlnere

akblz,

t.  Tontinuous improvenent of all phases of cloge cambat was e
phasized at all levels and econsiderable progress was achieved, All
ceipanies conducted daily patrols and established night time LP's and
ambushies, ss directed by the 0, 3/4 dsily frag orders. At the posis
tions fervard of A-3 and scuth of the “tprace®, hcavy patrolling was
ouneust ¢ the edge of the IM4, movement north of that point being
restricteds Other significant events of a nop-combat nature have been
includel i the Chronological Susmipy for historical and record pur-

DU3ES.
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lJan: Two patrols and four ambushes were conducted. Oo "K*, ong
platcon patrol, Co ", one platoon patrol. Co "k*'s four squad night
ambushes returmed with negative contacts or sightings, at D11615H,
Co MK" took into custody one VC suspgct at YD 181738 which was procgssed
- to Dong Ha for classification, At 011620H, 3/4 was informed by O 2
{$th Narines) that the enemy was under the impression that the trucs
would end at OLIBOOH. We continued to maintain the cexse firs until
Q2060CH JanbB.. The (O of 9th Marines visited this position frem 011645H /
to (U172, /

2Jan:  Two patrols, four ambushes and tws OP's were conduocted, Co
"L, one day patrol and two ambushes. Co "M", cne day patrol, two ame
bushes and twe OP's. Co's “L" and "M" ambushes had negative contacts or
sightings to report. At 020915H, Co "L's patrol found three chicom
claymore mines at YD 184735. it 021150H, Co "L" found two thatched
hcuses and one reinforced conerete and steel bunker at YD 190743, At
0212051, Co "I received seven sniper rounds within the perimeter fram
1D 170739. An 8lmm mortar mission was called in response, At 0O21300H,
Co "L found eight chicom 82mm mortar rounds at YD 188736. At 021957H,
two possible enemy grenades were detonated on the northeastern perimeter
line resulting in one friendly med-evac and one friendly non-evac. 4t
C222L7H, 9th Harines informed 3/h that enemy artillery was preparing to
shell =3 . ma frdenily surr unding area «t «n unkbuwn time and date.

E-
E.
E
e,
E

A R TR (TSI

304ns  Th. patrols and fur wibughes. were conuctede Cc Wit (no
patr.ls  Co WKM ome palrcl, Co wir twe night abushes, Co W 1 {twc
night i tushes, Co's "M eni %V wiushes niis nogeldve o hbacts or signte
;s Brorurorte  ab CETL5H, while Latiuery 5" was propefiring at T
I5¢%al, bwt lrng rounds it caise to 3/4's - rizebers ot G313%1, Co WY
frowntw tunnel cuiploacs =t Yo 104737 with pany altcmete ikt S8 OUEY 8.
MUOLSLIAREL, G MIM spotied twenty AVa at YO 180731 ond ealied in artile
J;;: Upn cheecldn ) cut area, four 3L504!Y log ond carth bunkers were

.

L

sT.vered anf Lardal Lor fubure Jestruebion. .t C315301, seven roundg—
. C tod enavy Thm. i or artlllery .cre recaived, Une fraendly none
AN ¢ fire casualiy uas Lreated at S.ice 4t U3LGLA, cight & ten
oY Torewnag dopseteu sdjucent bo perdagter ot Yu A7, Counter

Corioe Ll ¢2 peturned Sl Jire.

oy Iwe cabrels and Dour wibushos wer conducteds Co WL cne patrols
- ‘f.. "oore pabrol, G0 MV four nighy widushes returned with negative

R T ]

3y c.ntacks Lo repirbe av GGLIGH, O 17 gnotbed o an ot YO

Lix; Vi tusb B0 owest Lowacd cur 1iues. LeT9 w.s {ires .ud san iled.

3 kil meveral rounds of sniper £ire wore reccived fra vieinivy YJ

AT L N5 LT R by, 18, LUBER and Pium ving were czlled, (ne
reiuly e 05d-oViC Wiy susbudueds  ob G451, a jarine walking along
2l erastor tradl aparently stepred on anold. snti-tena zine, re=- \

s lbing I ne Triendly odi ana Whres frieddy .14 nedeavacss b whl6Ulh,

Fper Lare s sgadn roceivad fvum YD 188799, Fleod wing Do ol wes \

W A0IR

N

Mumam” SurlE

Susitl
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T 5Jan;  Two patyola and thres night abughies worg mmm- Co LM
one platoon patrol, €o “1F one platoon patrol. Co vKitg Hhres might
ambyshes, one platocn (w} md two squad, petumed with negobive atghtings
or centacts. At 051200H, &gﬂ fomd twn NV4 bodics deponposet bub
uniformed, along with five hts “holes and gome wnssrvicesble
cooking utensils at YD 185739, At QSJ&J; M, Lo #Iv pecetved four pamds
of small ams snizer fire while mrmfmg liﬂﬁ%; 3'12‘3 was retumed by M-79
and small arms. i ’

T U

=

% 6Jan: One two ccmvany sweep aml ;!’oux‘ xﬁgbt ambusbga were conducted.

é - Lols VKW and MM with jattalicn Cummand Greup on ewesp. O "I''s two

e night ambushes “1"‘ o nLitig +wo night ambushes returned with no contacts

E or sightirgs, LGE. Tots UMM and 1IN had four by Live enemy ab thelr
= wize, TD 1687 scaged by anall orme and M9 Upon lomiediate

chatk of 4 s five pegeived, Follow up check at first
: bean Lampered with, 4t O o WLt re
» 2ounds from enany T i?%ﬂ. &% OO000H,
oo And Vargh bunkers loested on gommanding
’f-o obgervabion from that polnt was
Y YU 116700, GChieat "G rutdon ¢ansg,
s <ne Sovieh gag mask, five ampt
t ueo, tnreegsz;am BOPAaT 2oy
LRl were f‘ul,u’l(i. A’t’ Qélsloﬁ, CO “L"
siper rounds from enemy YD 173744,

(;_[l;i ne ("..Jr' Sud

L fiwo ambushes wers conducted. o “I" cne

o plateon patrcl., Zo "Lty twe night anbushes
shudhes returned with ne combaets or sightings.
= '3 platocn patrol dropped off ene aix man

siong In vicinday 1D 178738 dn mn attempt

teoan fiping al 3/L pevimeter. A% OTL3LH,

» it a Mariua vesuiting in c¢ne rcutine med-

‘o investigate sniper at YD 170742. At

o o L0 feund twe A4~57 ma cgazines, cne NVA

4y &G alse sputted three NVA mnipers. At same
5 ooz ninoy WIA from NVA with Al-471g at ¥D

0t L place with patrcl achieving five KVA

ire was recelved, an additional platoeon was
nz <rm,act, linking up at 071515H. Fhemy ap-

ai=c as intensity ef sanll arms fire increased,

spider holes and holes in sides cf deep bumb
it O7160CH, 1-6 tock remeinder of Co ML to

ioquate force, Co WL' GO with 40 used arty

s of friendly lines but enmy small ams

. in cuntact was havmg duf‘lvulty in break-

cn a forward slope, The Corpany Commander

L*‘"‘L arty to break ccntact, at 071730H, Kila

LAY

A T YIS R T ) TSR T TN 400 oA T T T ] R )

L]
§

i . blocking/ccvering positicn at YD 175736,
E g ALL’..bigs cuS they broke ccntact from accurate sniper
£ vic weapens and cne apparent chicom claymore mine. Co uLn,

E ) _3,1.;1“3 ané coveriag rear, retumei RS pernmeter v1a Co "K"'s
L

| DECLASSIFIED



ke A N

DECLASSIFIED

P

pesition, NVa KIA confirmed were inflicted by amall ams, grenades and "

. .wéonun mortar fires, with an unknown number of enemy casualties inflicted.

by excellent arty, napalm and snake eye strikes. Huey gunship ccverage
during last stages of ccntact claimed two adiitionsl NVa KIa confirmmed,
&ix friendly KIA rcutine evac, twenty-nine friendly med-evacs and seven
fmmdly non-evacs were sustained during acticn. One known dead karine

Was_ inac lvcrtently not retumed tc perimeter (Note: body recovered cn 1l
Jan) . Twenty-six NVA KIa cenfirmed were accounted fors _

SJan: Twe cumpany sweep and fuur LP!'s were cunducted, Cols ULY and
"K' < ywe company sweep bo recover marine body but &wWeep delayed due to

-

sdverse weather, At O 6H, Co MLM at YD 177742 was informed by A0 of

bust site within twenty meters of apparent body, Body was moved

»th to a position within the DMz, Huey gunships -drew heavy fire -
nehiod enemy. Co "LY was ordered to retum due te weather, lalee

ness ail wbreh and area was werked cver with arty.

Quais  Ore company patrol, one platuon patrol and four squad night

aritsnes sevs conducted. Ce WIW, a company patrol. Co "K", a platcon
! "’I"?fs and Co "WM"'g, and both <f Co "K"'s squad night ambushes
iigotive cuntacts cr sightings. At O91130H, Co "It fuund

e K115 previously repurted bunkers with 2' overheade
:»the At 091500H, a Marihe from Co ™Y, while manning an
» deliberately discharged his M-16 rifle injuring his
Lment at 3/4 BAS, he was classified as routine evac ncne
sation unlerwaye

nres padtrcls, four night ambushes were conducted. Co "KM

> Co WL® one platcesn patrclea Co "M¥ cne platoon patrol.

w1 night ambushes returned with negative ccntacts cr

'1 030H, Co "LM feund and destroyed four 5'44'X3¢ bunkers
2%' bamboo and earth uverheadings. The (0 9th Marines

«uwa from 1QX400H to 101415H. At 1O0LLOTH seven aniper

-’)ul'v'(-;d frem YD 166738, Retumed fire with a.rms, M=79

hirs (n station fired MG and ruckets, At 1Q1558H, was informe

sxDivis message OLO349ZJaN68 to $th Mariges: ‘'Be prepa.rai' to

Yele! group and two cg»mpanias from 3/1.; to assaist lap Mar in the

HIFRC¢A ALK
nt 1/1 is committed.!

P

. three company operation and four ambushes were conducted,
P WM, with Bn Command Group and Co VLY as blockmﬁ force,
Cperat.icm. Co #lntg and Co "L''s two squad night ambushes
2 with negative contacts or sightings, At 110500H, two campanies
w rt \»z the nerimeter with the Bn Command Group enrcute to objectives,
Ge LY A e“-:l %o a blocking pesition at 110700H. At 110845H, Co "K"
Zound aw. s seoyed five 4'X4'X3' bunkers at YD 182748 with 2! overhea.d:'mgs
~.5¢ ind earth which appeared to be prutective shelters. Two
il s e,ltq with six chicom grenades and cne cover were also found,
At 1L d at ID 281750, sesut deg alerted units of enemy presence and {o
dKY mes Ln.\z'a.'%'ﬂw with twe tc ten NVA entrenched and emplowing small ams
and avtomasds weaponse Two chwmg.madea wowe throwt by Llesiug enemy

of ‘\J'L.\)

— i S —— —
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resulting in one friendly WILA med-evac and une friendly WlA nuneevac,

One NVA KIA econfimed at this time. it 111010H, sniper fire increased.
Three more NVA KIA cunfirmed were achieved at this time as Qo *K" delive
ered accurate fire to frent., 40 noted NVA attempting to reinforce and
envelep flank and called arty, LVa were observed fleeing nurth in final
stages of euntact. Co "KM checked out bunker complex enemy had been dew
fending, finding gear, weapuns and foud, Twenty-one bunkers were found;
thirteen destroyed within time limitation. Co "M fired small arms and
arty on three camcuflaged NVA tc rear of colum at YD 186745, Co wgn
also fcund six chicum direeticnal claymore mines and five bucby trapped
chicem grenades in the area. The following weapcns and equipment were
reccvered;  one Scviet 7.62 RPD light machine gun type 56 with four drums
and ammo, one Soviet 7,62 sniper rifle with & 3,5 power sccpe M~1891/30,
cne SKS 7,62 carbine, four AK-47 autematic rifles, twelve AK-47 magazines,
cne Scviet RPG rccket launcher, three RFG-2 rockets, twenty-three chicem
grenades, cne chicom DH-10, six Soviet gas masks, eight NVa packs, eight
ponches, six hammocks, four trousers, five shirts, three NVi canteens,
cne pair cf shces and assorted documents. Two 75mm chicom RR rounds

were destroyeds AQ0 was effective in cbserving NVa in cpen and adjusting
arty, 60mm and 8lmm mertar fires, Co's ™" and "K' gontinued attack toe
ward cbjective 3. Co "K" found cne NVA body dead about three weeks, UCo
it found and reccvered Co WLit'g friendly KIs from previous centact (7Janés),
positive identificatisn made. A0 directed air strikes ncrth and east of .
vatrcl route. 4t 111230H treeps digging in perimeter YD 170731 uncevered
an apparent French land mine which was destroyed in place,

i2Jan: Four LP's were cinducteds Co "IM's two LP's and Ce nLitg
two LP's retumed this merming with negative sightings ur ccntacts. At
120930H, chop Co M¥" rom 3/4 to 3/% ¢ for further chop tc 12th Marines at
Gic Linh, Bn (-) moved ¢ vicinity YU 150710, At 12160CH, final pclice
cf fermer 3/4 positinnuncovered old anti-tank mine, Area was accepted by
3/3 represaitatives with no discrepancies noted during mutusl ingpection,

13Jan: Three petrcls and four ambushes were cenducteds Cofs uIw,
WL and WM had day vlatocn size patrols. Cots uLe, "* and "I" squad

‘night ambushes retummed with negative contacts or sightings. At 131305H,

Cc "™ while cn a platcon patrol was calling an arty mission on a suse
pected enemy position at YD 135719 when they were hit by three apparent
short rounds (later investigaticn revealed wind shield on quick arty fuse
defective ¢n particular lot of ammo). Two friendly KIA, one emergency,
three priorify ahd twe routine med-evacs resulted, 9th Marines conducting
investization, 4t 131345H, Cc mqe while continuing on previcus mission
chserved six eneamy moving west tc east at YD 137717 and called arty mission
ubil varget was cat of sight., At IA40H 3/4 received seven ineccming
rouads « £ unknown caliber frem YD 173750 as nobed by 2/1 at Ccn Thien,

2/1 cooxdireniag with 3/4 c.nducted counter-arty fire. At 131415H, at

Y0 1437Chs Cn "L"'s patrol f und five enemy bunkers 8'X8'A3'. Three
rkers W dostreyed, two marked fur future destruction. Two shotgun

sualis ond six S2un norbap Younds and ane apparent gas magk ccntainer

TR ay
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1l4dan; Two patrols and twe ambushes were conducted, Go #I% cne
company patrol., Co "M!" one platocn patrol. Cots WIW and MY sqguad
night aubushes returned this morning with negative sightings cr contact.
Tas 0 of 9th Marines visited this pcsition from 140955H to 1L1032H, 4t
1430350, 3/3 (S-3) informed 3/k that Co K" was chopped to l2th Marines
and vad departed fcr Gic Linh., At 141145H, Co I while c¢n patrol locet-
] ed five cnemy fighting holes with 6' log everheadings in the vicinity ID
142693 and alsc a large dud, Findings were marked fur future Jdestruction
=y and missitn c.ntinued. At 141150H, three land lines were laid between 3/4
= and 3/3, permitting radio relay tc 9th Marines. At 141330H, Co "It at
YD 162688 located five 5'X51X5 bunkers with 2! to 3% log and earth over-
healings. Mrther search revealed plastic esa with small amcunts of rice,
six NVA #-tocls, unserviceable packs and rain gear, and NVA sneakers were
scattered arcund the area., additional bunkers were well concealed in
dense brush 30! to 15' high and had nct been cccupied in twe wecks, Site
apparently was a recent base camp cr feeding station for NVA company size
unit, It ha. complete cocking facilities in a bamboc thicket. Cooking
area cinsisted ¢f six straw hooches Jug into the grcund, Two of these had
undergr-und chimeys and metal woed burning stoves. Utensils with rice,
bags of »ice, ccntainers of dry fish, potatoe substitutes and bird cages
with piles of feathers were located thr.oughsut the aresa, Thirty-cne liv-
e ing bunkers were conztructed arcund the straw hcoches, average size 4'X5!
= X510 with 2 -bo 37 cvirheadings and straw deck matting. Several east-west
= and s-uth trails led into the area, Trails were marked with #T¢ shaped
pleces cf straw peintiug tc the camps. 4Access te trails was ground level
crawl space in thiclk underbrush, Trails were lined with vine ropes 50-
75> meters cutside tucking area for easy access at night. 4 tree approxie
mately €0° hizh, lccated in the cucking area, had a makeshift ladier leade
ing up to an CF apyreimmatsly 40! above ground with good observaticn of
all sppreaches te will be destroyed by cumpany patrol 16 Jan, H&l's
and TPQ's rziuest ~% 141530H, Co ™" sighted 10-13 NVA in the open and
two NVA buiiding bunkers at YD 132710, Arty missicn called on NVa in open.
At time off axd Lrelon snipers cpéneéd up on two NVA building bunkers,
claiming (ne o nfimed, an 2K-47, two aK-47 magazines, two chicom
: L3 waek with carrier and asscrted decuments were found on

i coupeny and one platoon patrol were conducted slsmg with
311 nighl @rbisiics. Squad ambushes returned with negative sightings or
convast,  wv Lil150H, Co wL" found five old bunkers 8!X8!X3' with three

5 of logs and earth, well camorflaged at YD 136725, One

o8 six €0mm and three 82mm mortar rounds and one chioom

cle » Orie dud artillery round was also found in the area. ‘
Lt o, €Y (Cpcon 12th Marines) at YD 213741 discovered one tun-
nst 20 wikh ilivmination vent at one end 4'XL'X4' with a three

fant v of lcgs, sheet metal and earth, All were destroyed

wpany and one platoon patrol were conducted, along
inse,  Arbushes retumed this morning with negative sighte
wniash, The G0 of 9ih Marines visited the Battaliopn position
SO5E il 161010He AL lﬁlzmH, Co "I« retymed to a recantly

L
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discovered enemy battalion size base camp at YD 165693 complete with
cooking facilities and mortar pits eight feet in diameter and thiee
feot deep. One hundred and eighty-three rounds of £2um mortar rounds
wore found stored in bunkers adjacent to the gun positions, Except for
a fow rounds turmed in for examination, all other rounds and necessary
cononents were destroyeds Recent artillewy and TPQ's had little effeat
on tL¢ base camp site, The TPY's had bracketed the site and the #rtil-
rsared to have bea detonated prematurely by the dense owerhead

» Tamty-two hunkers 51351550 with two to three feet of over-
headlng wars degtuojuds  Agpraxinately forty photos were taken priopr

.

to destiuetion of the binkeras

)

T

Yidans  Mwo patrels nnd four ambushes were conducted. Co Mt a
company” patiul, Jo MLY o platoon patrol. ALl nizht bime activities
retmed with negntive aighblugs oxr conbadt, At 171345H » & Co "Lw
patrel fomnd Your élum xerbar rewnds ab YD 1585700, ab 171430H, an-
otacr Go i pater) found and dosbroyed two eneiny bunkers at YD 146698,
AL LVR0SCH, o Co v squad, waile monning llnzs, cbsarved suspscted
endny muvenars through & ztarlisht scops and ook target wnder fire with

grall aims aud Jrweades.  Aves was chuglked ab first light with negative
resuits,

E o 18dam A two-campany swaep and four night ambushes were conducted,
- The two-conpuny swoeo cousistod of Go Mon 23 & gweeping foree and Co WM
g Torecs A ABOYOOH, Cc ™iv moved into two preagssigned

sitions nerdh of the "trace! follnwed by Co "L" sweeping

norbth tetwea g puaitions. At 180845H, Co WM observed five NVA

moving acvess lte fraut ot 7D LLBTLS, AL 1802458, Co "Lt made contaot

with 2a estimsted peinforced aany platoon, Lo ML deployed all units .
amn flre superiority, Huany fire increassd in intensity, A

The right biceking force of Oo WI" was dirsched Lo move up on Co MLu'g

right flmke Uie Issb Co "V platoon was ordered to mave into a blocke

Ing position fran the south sida of the whrazs! thus disposing two en~

Los nevhh of the "irace!, Bubwoan 181015H and 181100H, an

y-viie rounds of eneny 10 axiiilery fire inpacted on

klocking position and the Babuvalioa (P Group., One friendly

iifiy resulteds Co ML reporved baking heavy casualties at

thelr point of centact as they comsolidoted their position and attewmpted

w0 recover clanwnve pinned down by heavy anemy sasd amms fire, The Co

" pilatoon neeving to link up wikh Co "LU's pight fiank spstained three

Triendiy Wli's, wut flushed tho #ay doto the open forward of Co Mmtg

position, where they were take: undsr fire with emall arrs and machine-

gurse  The cione pruximity of Oo viv and the enemy prevented the full

uege of & LINE wins to allow Uu YLM to break contact. The A0 on

station Co' .7 in agsishing sheir pinned down forward elanents,

AL

blovking

wheus

> 01
A

;" gunshdps on station prevented flanking NVA units freg
positions. At the same time Co ML began recety

i is pight. fiank, They delivered fire on enany ele~

resw thelr north and northeastemn fronts. The enemy re-

wowertar aid EPG fire, At this time, from the increased

ro ks " fire 1t was sstimated that the enemy force had increased
o & <oacnpiay.  Go'ls "LW and "M" had received

an egtimated 70
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Sutisi g cia) gk ' “this time. At 181338H, the ¢ommander of Co "Ln,
Ca otaln John Carr, was wounded by mortar fragmenta as he perscnally
want to the aid of his pinned down men. (Approximately 14 men pinned
dova in a bomb crater), The af'tmg G0 of Co "LM" reperted that the
combination of gerious castaliies and hesvy enmny fire provanted hig
heing able to bw ak centach and nove scuth, altlisugh his pe wneter‘wasf
fee Bavialion Comcander with Co "NV hag
ith Co LY, A4 plableen from Qo WIV and a .,o*nrany
ieoﬂ to flzuk sconrity DOS'““Z']C; A U11-~34 ned-evac

siexed up jL. Go BLY ¢ cas.
aiher In ud Laan h.d‘.

2 Bone, o M, in povics Lhk up with

! 1y overran :analy rifis wed machinegin poge

s bonb C‘"Q*‘ﬂ's v .r'e "f,hew dei.lade

AS Do ¢

station and b"

i 5;.1 ;..L; 3 u"’llle gpart-

1"rs re

‘ d@r@t;cia:i,, Lo
rgn 3. Ci-46, A total
- Four KIA's had to be
CPL returasi with Co MMu
, ’u_'* andg i :cthmed to the
he Iﬂ;ubk’."’ of casuaitiss, worale was good
e 115 HTA AIA ccrw_nmv ,be,cn achioved bv the grsund achtion ond an
atiaitional A5 by Jir AL 1823150, a Co %l wnib heard noises in
of ohely lines, o Indivicual wos obscrvad moving sbeut and was
l i verlod nothing

(AR Y %) .,JH

civering F

pottaiion reriméet

v

. - » . 2 —
Poaleld Av .t-*...,.:

were conducted, A1l

1shes were conducted., At

20.
200010 ',o,u-uag fer. 31 harDiv, | T
arel s 9th Nar :L..es to visit L

mhv"tav ‘f“‘hnd
timatsi to be
bx of rounds
‘camlad th 21: the

| y thie 9tk Marines
rEnove :.ncn--t.x:ans-ﬂ_

F: "} ‘t‘

.’, At &
tae fGlJu-

i

0

o 1

Tl J.a«_oon p atrols and f.Lve n‘.gh*L arrbushes were ccnducted. o
, 2 05 WL pafyel ‘foane one WVa pack arg hlankst rcll with a <
vt wire atteched, At 213400H, a shord bur estimated }

¢ abroek the Battalim yf*‘hdcuor from the directicngf Con
vever, Oen Thien lended that thelr wilte hal Tirsd the rounds,
Iricodiy casvalty wos custalned, At 2ZI5I5H, a Go wir 0P
: @i Tive NYA Yo the norih side of the Mrace! st ¥D 136715 apparmt—-
1y olizbing a treeio esbablish an FO pusition. u.r'mqiery, 60xm and 81m

pabrol found the following RS
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mrtars ware tirod at the target. A patrol was sent cut to cheek the
9rs2 but retumed with negative results, At 21180?!{, the Battalicn
song under an artillery and mortar attack receiving 250 mertar rounds,
8l =23 Ld Lery yuande and six rounds {rom a direct fire weapon believed
weoTe n Thmin rec.illess rifle.  The atbtack Jasted for 13 uwinutes and
te:z 1:;';qu Wiy svacs weor: sustalzed, Jmedlctely following the at-
tacs, covntarn-battery fires were ca_.gch cr. suspected enany Sun POl
bicne, £t 202020H, a dcparting Co vIN arbush received smal.l. IFE f‘ire.
TMe unit retumed a heavy velume of i’:':fe and relocated thad ampasn site.
4 check of the area the following morning yielded negabive results. Ab
222554, 9uh Marines directed the Battalion to wmntinue the iefense of
it's present AQ until further notice,

30

22Jan: One platoon patrol and five ammbushes wers cc,n"' cte:’n At

poc1t un. The proposed peosition would be farther south put t.; mc,.hude
the present A0 and an additional area to the scuth. At 22102CH, ap-
prcvel was received frem 9th Marines, At 22133CH, the lead \.JITLI'T
proposed the new position be at the vieinity of D 149692, Nete-Lrange
perteble items (reserve ammc sur:p_ar and 106 RR) were heloed vt or the
cld positicn The Babtalicn moved o ibs new perimebow, Ab ZZi720H, a
bwbmtramad chicom grenade was found in an old bunker at ID 149649 and
dac'!-J_vO \‘;U.V)

2mdae One cumpany, Ywo eyuad petrols 2ad u"‘l"ee_, night ambushes were
condustod. All nipht wime acbivities resurned with nezative sightings
i% 271715H, a Marine, while moving ab.ut in his fighting
=% on locse “1:‘1'; causing his weapon to éischarge accidentally,
w uniing himself in the foot,  in investigation was ordered. At 231700H,
Cc ™" reported that a platuon patrol had found four 82mm rounds, inere-
ments and fuses at YD 141715, At 231730H, an OP spctted a group of indis.
vijuzls Jdressed in black clothing mcving about, 60mm mortars and artils
lery were fired with gecod target coverage, but unknown results, it
23204CH, a message was received from 9th Marines extending the Battallon
KO on adiitional 300 meters to¢ the scuthwest as had been requesteds

2hdan:  One ccmpany and cne platcon size patrol were conducted
ceg wivh toree esquad night ambushes, 4t 241400H, an cperational ime
. w28 recoived from 9th larines ordering the Battalion
vosiared te acve by helieopter as soon as pessible. The Battalion
andew tong an advance parbty tc Camp Carrolds 4t 241705H, the Bat-
deor. Comrandsy girected Co MM tc move by heliecpior to Camp Careoll.
rcmo.m*':' of the Baual;l.on was crdered to remain at its present
ibicr., ¢ lecd «lements of Co M4t 1ifted off the Pattalion L ab
3 A‘-“. ,,{,L«L “H, G "Mt was orlerad to attack to ralieve a convoy
T QoZE ’.’O, mov:’mg at nigh®
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4 surmary spot report of Co "™*!'s action reads as follawss

“Go "M" (=) (several helo loads of Co "M" were diverted to Dong Ha
diz te rpeuadng) along with the Batta)ion Comsander moved out at 2u1900H
Oavoadl aad LN 23&) ¢ relievs 4 conwny anbush, After receive
ny oz Than rallef er:e had sveciased all casualtios \run the exception
of the ¥IAls 85 {o VM1 emt b_igl’ed a perimesse at T2 07etos absat 2L2300H,
Av 2L2300H, four to six NVA ware spothsed ab Yo 271562 —3..1\1 eng:g,m‘ with

artillery,

25Jan: The remainder of the Battalion, Cot's #I¥, vt and ués (=),
moved by helicopter to viecinity ¥YD 094579 in the follewing order:
251105H, Co "I'; 251120H, CP Group; <51300H, Co "L", At 290630&, Co W#
moved out from v:.cjnlty YD 077571, sent a platoon to high gromd vicin-
ity YD 07457h end began sweep of road from east to west, Two jeeps, a tank
three 6X6 trucks, four KIAis from the convoy and miscellaneous equipment
were found on or near the road. At 250915H, Co "M" received small arms
fire including several automatic weapons at YD 073572 from an estimated
force of 20-25 NVA, Co " returned fire, using the advantage of the
high ground occupied eariier, established a perimeter, and called for
supporting fires, The area was then secured by Co " advancing and
casvalties wers evacuated, 7The action resulted in twe Co ™" Kla'e and
two minor casualbies, with nine NVA KIA's confirmed, At 251110H, Co "IW
and the CP Group moved from LZ sight at vieinity YD 092573, arriving vicine
ity D 075572 at 251300H, At 251425, Co "L" joined the remainder of the
Battalion, after landing at the Li, At 251649H, the Battalion position
raceived three rounds of mortar fire estimated to be 82um from an azimuth
of 0700 mils. An artillery mission was called on suspected enemy mortar
positions, At 251900H, eleven rounds of estimated 85mn artillery fire .
were received, Two minor casualties resulted, The Battalion established
& three company, tied-in perimeter,

26 Jan: One company and two platoon patrols were conducted along with
local security LPts. At 260225H, 4th Marines advised the Battaliem of
suspected enany forces operating "north of the Cam Lo River. The Battale
ion's mission was given as that of securing Route 9 from YD 034560 east
to YD 116582, Two companiés were to deploy on the north side of river
gouth of grid line 59, The remaining company was to stay on the south
side of the river., The order was contested, advising that the mission
of securing the road was best performed along the road and south of the
Cam Io River., Deployment as originally instmicted was confirmed., At
260538H, six rounds of estimated 82mm mortar fire were received, Ab
260845H, a patrol reported that the bridge viecinity YD 074572 was blown
during the night and believed to be impassable without engineer improve-
menbt, Al 2‘>J.030H, after one company was at the river crossing, the 4th
Marines advised the Battaliom to remain south of the river. it 261035H,
Co nI" was advised to hold their position at YD 067577. (o YL was ade-
vigsed to hold its position. Co "M" was ordered to continue planned patrol
with some altaration in route, At 261105H, Cots "It and "L" were ordered
to esteblish night time perimeters at YD 051660 and YD 074563 respective~
1y, patrolling enroute to those positions. At 2£:lJJ+OH, a frag ordeur was
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TeceIvet-rTrom it Marines ordering the Battalion to “econtinue to sgeure
Route #9, to deny enemy access to bridges and culverts, and to patrol and
ambush 375 meters north and south of Route "9, oeccupying the high grouad
on either side of the rcube 28 necessary.t 4t 200215H, Co MI# spotted
twelve NVA in the cpen wl. 0 G73561, soillery fire waa called om the
enemy with ons confiimel Wik, AL 2502300, 1 weowsdod Vietnamese
civilian was found at YD 070571 who claimed knowiedge of msiy pesltiofs
He was picked up by Cem %o District Headquarters. Co "IM found enemy

" squipment consisting of 1Tifle grenades, machine gun amun, crimped car-

tridges and three AP mines. Eisht to ton enemy were sigh®ed by Co nye
and engaged with small amms, resulting in one NVA KIA confirmed and one
captured NVA at YD 067577, At 261335H, sniper fire and incoming 6Qmm
mortars were received in the Battalion position, Artillery fire was
delivered on suspected enemy positions, AL 201425, Co "IF directed are
tillery fire which destroyed one enery recoilless rifleas confirmed by
A0 estimated to be 75mm., A platoon patrol from Co "L sweeping along
the road took two rounds of 82mm mortar, made contact with an estimated
reinforced squad of NVA, exchanged small amms fire, Two med-evacs, eix
NVA KIA's confirmed, four weapons and a RPG captured were the results.
This sweep was coordinated with the Co "I" action to cut off NVA escape
route. #h 2BA8L5H, Co M"IM observeéd five NVA crossing river at YD 071582, o
Artillery and 8imm fire missions were called with good target coverage.
Results of artillery fire on enemy uninown, The night posture was thres
separate company perimeters on high ground overlooking Route #9,

297Jan: The scheduled three company sized patrols for 27 January 1968
wsre never completed because of heavy contact beginning early the morning
of 27 January 1968 which took place as follows:

Background: On the night of 25-25 January, the Battalion was disposed
into a three company defensive perimeter which encircled ‘Mike's Hill
(YD 07457L), and the low ground immediately south and southeast to in-
clude both sides of Route 9. On 26 Janvary the area on both sides of .
the road from YD 078571 to YD 057564 was swept in previousiy reported
action for that day. When the Battalion mission, which inciuded crossing
of the river was changed to a new mission of keeping the portion of
Route 9 leading into Camp Carroll cpem, the Battalion Commander request-
ed a platocn of tanks and two M-42's (#Iwin-forties") as reinforcements.

mhis request was denied due to nonavailability of these vehicles, For
the night of 26-47 January, three seperate company high ground, night
perimeters with lew ground ambushes were established.at "iike!s! Hilk

(0 QSTLY, at 1D 059564 and at YD O74563. DMuring the early morning
hours of 27 Jamary, an enemy force infiltrated into the Battalion's

area premunatly  Yarough the stream bed to the west of "™Mikels" Hill and
cther dry streem heds and gullys to the north and east of the same hill,
m,e noiss of movanant and voices of the NVA reported by units on 'Mikelg¥
wi1] dndizated that the enemy had completely surrounded the position, ale
though nok aware of the location of friendly univs, Commencing at 2705008,
i¢ is believed that the enemy made a major effort with a force of estimate
ed reinforced company strength to penetrate an anticipated lcw ground
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position (The perimeter of the previous night.) which had been altered to
the three high ground company perimeters without the enemy's knowledge,
The NVA gttamnted to assault #Mike'!'s!" Hill from the south, west and
north, the most determined effort being concentrated on the sombherrr ape
proach to the hill. Co "M" directed artillery and £lmm mortar fire on the
enemy during the four hour attack, repulsing repeated assaults upon their
positions which took a heavy toll of enemy casualties. As the enemy con-
centrated his attack on Co '"MM, he brought to bear the full force of his
fire power consisting of heavy automatic weapons, recoilless rifles, RFG
rockets and accurate sniper fire, (o "M" repeatedly had to redispose its
perimeter to fill in for numerous casualties, Co "L", located on an ad=
Jacent viece of high ground, was able to bring observed 60mm mortar and
small arms fire on the enemy units attacking Co "M"." Co "L' was’ directed
to move a Co (-) down to a trail junction at YD 077571Lani sweep west on
both sides of Route 9, reesbahblish contact with a Co "M" ambush that had
been pinned down since early moring at YD 075573, Co "L" came in con-
bact with a wel? entrenched enemy force as it swept to the west, but was
able to wipe out pockets of resistance with the support of 8lmm mortars
and coordinated small arms firefrom fo "MW units, At 271200H, Co "L" was
able to link-up with Co "M" forces at a bridge lacated at YD 075572. At
this time Co "L" had killed twenty-three NVA, captured three, and sustain-
ed few casualties themselves. As Co "LY reached the bridge, Co "I" was
ordered to sweep from west to east and link-up with Co "L at the bridge,
The nature of the terrain required Co "I" to move across open area inter-
spersed by thick hedgerows of brush. Heavy artillery covering fire was
directed to cover Co "IM's exposed left flank across the river to the
north., Heavy resistance was encountered on both side of the road vicinity
YD 070571 JScattered clumps of vegetation, dense streambeds, and heavily
foliaged knolls, provided cover to a well dug-in and camouflaged eneny
estimated to be of at least company strength. 1In order to rout cut the
enemy force, Co "I" was forced to make costly assaults across open areas
into the enemy positions, The combined effect of increasing casualties
and heavy fire by the enemy slowed Co "IM's attack and pinned its re-
maining elements down, At 27131C0H, the reserve platocn of Co "IF was
committed to assist the pinned down attacking platoons, A platoon from
Co "L¥ was ordered to sweep west to link-up with Co "I# and eliminate
pockets of resistance, At 271350H, the link-up between Co "LV and Co "Im

Iy

ves complensd, The o WLM platoon achieved 11 NVA KIA while covering the =

K00 mevers wo the Link-un, Vehicle assistance was raquested Imvm Camp Caye
rell %o svacualte casnalilss and from Cam Lo Districh Hsadouartwrs %o re-
or urtersaation. During the link-up athampt, ¢ Doos ~mphip
wes peiiicularly neteworiny, landing neapr o "IY casuilties o de ssming
lesation of seeny automabic wesixms and evacuating seovarsl casurinies
L4 was secured, Ul reserve pletocn of On UF Girects
& units on the ncrth side of the read slony ¢ VeSehated L
aviack by Co "I' continued to push Feiwe.’ U0 Whe stream hed”
‘ot Hill, overrunring positiens ms: 7 oen grany foree :
. icld "at all -eosth. The tateagm riiler wilect of Cg wintg
geuil . isulbted in 40 sMfimmed enemy kiars, thres moie prizoners apd
s quintiSies of #n@my equipment atd weapons capturcd, At 27144BH,
, . I
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Co "IM had secured an L% and evacuated most of their seriously wounded,
ineluding CO, Co "I", critically wounded, Earlier, at about 27L400H,
Lth Marines had directed the Battalion to move to Camp Carroll, The
Battalion Commander challenged the order on the basis of the taetieal
disadvantage in re-seizing terrain fought for sarlier, At 271530H, 4th
Marines reiterated the Division Commander's order of relurning to Camp
Carroll, However, at 271800H, word was received to remain in the srea and
continue the road security mission. At that time, Cots "I" and "L" had
returned to thelr previous night time positions to prepare to return to
Camp Carroll, Ammo rgasu;?ply had been removed and Co "M" was in final
stages of vacating "Mike'«" Will, Because of the number of casuzlties
the decision was made to cccupy the Co "I and »Lh positions with & sube
sequent reorganization of Co "IM to OPCON of Co "M®, and OFCON of -34
te Co "L¥, (Two full strength companies from three short strength companies)
The Battalion CP joined Company WL" in its perimeter. During the entire
action, the Battalion Commander was able to observe and coordinate both
sweeps from vVantage points "Mike's" Hill and witnessed superb control
by all unit commanders as dedicated Marines moved from bunker to bunker
killing or capturing a determined eneny belisved to total battalion
gtrength. The 5-3 operated the COC on "iike!gh Hill, receiving reports
and keeping 4th Marines informed and up-to~-date on the action. The %0
was in the IZ coordinating the evacuation of casualties and the resup-
pPly of ammunition which ost became critical on "Mike'!s® Hill, The
teamwork and communication were outstanding, By 271700H, vehicles were
able to move without harassment along Route 9 from both directions to the
destroyed bridge, the enemy had been killed, captured, or had fled the
area, and the Battalion mission had been accomplished. 21 friendly kIA's
and 62 med-evacs resulted from the day's action, A total of 131 NVA KIAts
confirmed, six POW's, three 57m recoilless rifles, one NVA radio, two
60mm mortars, tripod and barrel for a »50 cal, machinegun, 35 AK-LT7s,

three RPG's, eight bolt action »ifles and extensive ammunition and equip-
ment had been taken,

28Jan: One company size and two platoon size patrols along with night
time LP's were conducted., At 281427TH, Co "L" patrol found a tunnel with
a 3! entrance, 3! in diameter, 8! underground and &' long, Five foot ine
tersecting tunnels running east and west were also discovered, Many NVA
bodies were found, some on make-shift litters, All were part of previouge
1y reported totals, The tunnels were destroyed and bodies buried., At
~81435H, the Battalion was ~viersd to withdraw to Camp Carroll, At 281620,
Co "L haed heloed to Camp Carroll andCo "M! wag approaching overland., A
B-52 strike was conducted av °31700H,

29Jan:  Commencing at 290900H, Co LY moved one platocaon by helo-lift
To District Headquarters as security for a tank platoon. Co e ()
zoved by heliccpter to an LZ neasr Hill 37 (YD 0925?9%‘, Co "M" moved overw
Lol ki vhe Bettallon CF Group, Co WHw 2/9 (OPCOS to 3/L) was underway
© ot accees road with engincers and equipment 4o repair the destroyed
: A5 290925H, 4th Marines notified the:hatwsiion +h ‘ there was a

ressibinivy of the road and bridges being mined. . 5CE. Co MLY% had
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Linked up with' tanks and began to move from east to west to effect linke
ap with Co "M" vieinity YD 078571, At 291110H, Co's ®L¥ and "Mt offect-
=d linkeup and Co "M" assumed OPCON of tanks. Go R®L" established sup-
porting positions on "Mike's" Hill (YD O74574) and north of the mad.

Jo "™M" moved out in a coordinated tankfinfantry attack to clear the area
vieinity of the bridge, At 291140H, an 8lmm mortar round impacted in

fo "Lt's position resulting in two priority med-evacs, &t 291245H, a
#arine from Co "I" shot a flank security Marine mistaken for the snemy,
A med-evac was requested and completed. Co "HY 2/9 arrived in position
ioinity YD 0555564 with engineer eguipment to repair bridge. Co "NV
cortinued to move through the objective area with a coordinated tank/

(AN

infantry attack. At 291250H, the direction of attack was changed to the
northwest from YD 072572 to YD 068575, During ;the move northwest, 30

NVA bodies (previously reported) and aseveral weapons were found, As Co
1" continued its movement northwest, Co WH" 2/9 moved into position at
291L28H, At the same time, Co "H" 2/9 found two wounded NVA (FOW's) at
791515H., At 291530H, the destroyed bridge site had & trafficable by-
pass. At 291531H, a huge Dong Ha convoy began moving through the bridge
point, enroute to Camp Carroll. Co "L" departed 'Mike's" Hill at 291810H.
Co "L® and Co "I/M" returned to the two com perimeters for the night,
Tae following message was sent by the Battalion Commander to the officers
wnd e of the Battalion:

"At 291530H, the successful passage of a convay tc Camp Carroll marke
ed the completion of a mission assigned to the Battalion, commencing
with the night committment of a company (~) at 241900H in relief of a
convoy ambush. During the interim days, the Battalion fought the enemy
daily; having the road open to each side of a destroyed bridge by the end
of each day. This Battalion, minus one of its companies, fought & well
sisciplined enemy, sulcidal in intent to maintain control of the road,
and estimated as at least a battalion in strength on 27 January. Kille
ing in excess of 130 NVA, capturing at least ten POW's, with weapons,
gear and equipment still being found, this Battalion decisively deleated
the enamy and fulfilled its mission, Every Marine in this Battallen has
=y sincere thanks for his superb performance, and those that were killed
:r wounded have my heartfelt prayers. You may all take pride in a good
Job, well doniea

LtCol BENDELL sends.®

30Jan: One company (-) and one platoon size patrol were conducted,
Co "L" platoon reestablished-securityat "Mikefs" Hill and adjacent bridge.
At 201100H, a Co '"M" Marine was injured by a bore riding safety pin from
a A0mm mortar which struck him in the shoulder after detonating prematuree
1y, *vu individual was med-evaced and an investigating officer was ap-
cointod, AL 301445H, a message was relayed from General We C. WESTMORGw
:oND congratulating "the ofiicers and men of 3/4 for the aggresive at-
tack against the enemy's 64th Regiment north of Camp Carroll on 27 Januw
ary., This action undoubtedly pre-empted enemy attack against Camp Carroll,®
At 301230H, a convoy from Dong Ha passed through the bridge area having
reccived long range incoming small awas and RPG fire fram vieinity YD

O453575. At- 301550H, a truck from convoy returning to Dong He detonated
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5 mine vieinity YD O45575. No perspnpel injured and convoy continuade
issigrned Co "L* to move to previcus company night time perimetes with

tatoon reinforced at YD 059564 and €o (=) at YD 074563, Co "IM® with
+he Battalion CP Group moved overland to Camp Carroll,

31Jan: Three platoon siue patrols were conducted., At 310905H, a Co
“ut patrol reporied observing fresh NVA footprints vicinity YD 075572,
algo whab arvsarved to be an antizvehiele mine, The mine was marked to be
destroyed later. At 21J020H, a Co "L¥ patrol found several enemy weapons
+ YD O75558, ALt 311110H, a Co "L' patrol detained fwo male suspecta
2oos Lwelve to fcurteen years, Suspects did not have [D's and were weals
s caviiian clothes, Loth were turned over to District Headquarters.
At A1L0H, a Co "L' pabrol found three anii~vehicle minesat YD 072571,
A1 were blown in place. At 311330H, 2/9 assumed 3/4 mission of road
security vicinity of YD 076574, At 311345H, Go "L moved by helicopter
to Ce 1u and was chopped to 3/9. At 311330H, two tanks wers chopped from
s/h te 2/9. Status at end of month: (o VK" at Gio Linh, OFCON to 12th
Warines; Co L' et Ca Iu, CPCON to 3/9; Co "I" and Co "M", with the Bate
telion GP Group at Camp Carroll, preparing to assume perimeler defense
misaion and area of operctions south of Camp Carroll,
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SECTION ¥

10GISTICS

4, There were no major Jegistical preblems encountered during this
rsporbing perisd, The Battalion remeined just nerth of the a=-3 position
vabil 12 Jenuary 1968.  Co MEf was chepped to Gic Linh under 12th Mare
~i28 Opcens  The remainder of the Batt2iicn moved south of the "trace!
=1 werked the An Dink and Phu Q¢ arees until 2, January 1968, The Bat-
wlen minus Go "KM then was heli~lifted tc positions aleng Rt., #9 north
of Camp Carrcll uvnder 4th Marines Opcon to particzipate in Operaticn LaNe
CaSTER,

b, Daily resupply was effected to the Battaliun during this period
#7 helicopter centrolled by the LSa and cur attached HST. Nc erihical
shi.rtages of any major items of supply existed during January,

C. While operating in the Phu Oe area 120,000 sendbags and 12,000
8! metal stakes were heli~lifted tc that area for construction of

“ighting holes with overhead cover. However, before construction hed
“aon completed the Battalicn was crdered to.move and all sandbags and
sbakes were heli-lifted back t¢ the LSA.

de Hot chow was prepared for heli=-lift tc the Battaliwn on three
Jotes. One of these meals was not delivered because of a weather hold
. the helicopters,

<o Supply

as The «verall supply support during this period is ccnsidared
satisfactory.

b, S.ume shorteges in Class II supplies existed and were repcried
“n the Loglstics Summary Report:

Bedy Armor, Med,
Lamp, Incand,
Liner, Poncho
Matvress, Pneumatic
Cup, Canteen

. deomde s
'j Toman ek ation
AT RESNEL RN A Ay

Cover, Canteen
Bayonets

Pouch, Ammc

Rccket Launcher, 3.5
Rifle, 1Cémm

g, Gdetor tlranspoerbation support from 9th Motors was satisfactory
S N - - > L Y -
; v the 374 Mosghall and to stage resupplies at the LSi.

D, The deadline rete fUv whe M-42241 for this reporting perind is
thirty-Iive per-cent; ot *wanty (20) M-42241 vehicles, seven (7) are
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isadlined, Four (8_ cf the seven (7) deadlined vehicles are in FLSU
for repairs. One ) vehicle in the moter pecl is awaiting evacuatlon
2 FLY fur repairs, The remaining twoe (2) vehicles are being worked
.2 at this time. _

c. There are five (5) Cummnicaticns vehicles in the Battalion of
-inich cne (1) is deadlined, One (1) M-38il MRC-83 is deadlined fur a
oart which is cn order.

d, The Battalion has four (4) M-3751 vehicles. Three (3) are running
2ud one (1) is in FLSU for a new engine.
e. The Battalicn has just acquired an M-3781 (PCP),M-41£Bl (Trailer)
and an HPCU (Steam Jenny). This brings us up t¢ T/E on these items.
These three (3) items were received from the 3d anti-Tank Battalicn.

f. The Battalion has four (&) M-27442 (Mules) deadlined at this time,
There are no parts available to get these vehicles running. The Battalica
has been awaiting the initial issue ¢f parts that sh.uld have arrived
three {3) menths age with the Mules. Since this unit has been deployed
to the fisld and the vehicles are in the rear much maintenance work has
been accomplished. We are experiencing a prcblem in getting tubes for
a1l of the vehicles., Tires are plentiful but tubes are nots We have
requisitioned tubes in all sizes fur the vehicles,

L. Miscellanecus

a. Appreximately 268 tcns of resupplies were heli-lifted to the
Battalion frum 1-31 January 1968.

oy
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SECTION VI
COMLUNICATIONS & FLICTAONICS

a. The Battalion mainteined etations cn the following radio nets

. while c¢n field cperctions during this period:

Regt TiC #1 (M) (RC~292)
Bn TaC #2 (1) (RC~-292)
Bn Admin (M) (RC-292)

b., Stations Were operated at the Bravs Command Post when activated
ani at the Battalicn Rear at Dung Ha.

¢. Supporting Ams: Circuits for air and artillery were enployed
utilizing FM equipment and a UHF capability for air ccntrcl was employeds

2, Wirs

2, The Battalicn Rear at Dong Ha maintains wire commﬁnications withe
in the CP Area and has twc trunk lines tied in tc the 9th Marines, Two
SB~-22's are emplcyed.

b. Wwhile on field operations, CP Area wire was installed and a
trunk line was laid tc the 9th Marines via AN/TRC-27 at a-3 pusiticn,
One $B~22 was empluyed.

¢, The Battaliin presently maintains wire ccmmunications within the
CP ani cne trunk line to the 4th Marines and twe trunk lines 4= the 24
Battalion, 9th Marines,

3. Badio Relay

a, In aiditicn to the system cited in 2 abeve, 4th Marines proe
vides cnmon user eireuits to the division system,

b. No radic relay equipment or persinnel were attached t. this
Rattalicn during this pericd.

he  Pimen
LR fry the debialion Rear at Dong Ha is privided by the 11th
Ta ok alinm, ) - o
£ 1wy rdraws power from the camp power system
ni oG 7 the 11th BEagineer Battalicn,

Ce  No pewsr wes atilied o the field,

Vi-a
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SECTION VII

FIRE SUPPORT COORINATION

Iuring the period beSwsen 1 danuary 1506 to 25 Jonmary 1968 walle

i @
3/l w.3 operating north of A-3 snd s.uth along the trace direct support
was provided by WEN Badtery /12, Turing this tine calis for fire were
2l3o smswered by 'Ir Batlery /12, U0 2/12 and kM 4713, Thess oat-

{erios were assigned reinforcing ands/or ganeral support as appropriates

2. Trom 25 Jamiary 1963 tarcegh 31 January 1968 whils 3/L wes operating

north of Gamp Carroll dirsct support was provided by il Battery 1/12
and "Cv Battery 1/12.

3, From 1 Jermayy 1968 throuzh 31 Jauary 1968, forward observers in
soppert of 3k called in a tolal of 200 fire missions with a bctal
expenditure of rounds of 3,94k, 4An aiditicnal 3,009 rounds were -

pended on 576 B&I targets, ,
5, Summary cn artillery fire support, 1-31 January 1968:

I  Batbery Fire Missicns Rounds

npw 2/12 19 248

nEr 2/12 51 698

npr /12 26 ‘ 42

wKn 4/13 39 753

win 1/12 85 1,015

ugn 1/12 0 __9,8_5.3,

. 250 3,9’-}[}
I Battery H&I Targets Bounds

oy 2/12 85 265

vES 2/12 180 1,240

nEr 2/12 115 512

nKe 4/13 66 4 240

1st 8% How 20 130

man 1/12 60 420

nge 1/12 _50 214

<90 3,069
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SECTION VIIT

Thaa vep ot o O 4.1 STy e m e
During She menth of Jersarcy,
suLperT .

Tirel wing suppost
P c N P A
scle for only |

the Mrace! oa

£ pendi
L2 contach,
aireraft pz*m{egi very
of enerny resisbtalle and :
centact with 374, Fired wing strikes ir

NA sonfizmed, VA prerhable and bunkers

Jenaary

3, Sigrificant fixed wing support was given to 2/4 i 7

3 1A 5 e~ 3T . i et =2 e 1%y syt by AT P tads
in aiding wmits of Co BLM ©o heeal comhaxt with NVa waits, 4 Tlight

of B-4B's from ViFA-31) carpying 639 ond 12DI4 hi 2gimated enamy

plaboca relnrorzed, resuliing fun twe Kil confimed +ith gat nrepalie,

3 ¥ N N . . - e m ., .k I

This flight was flylag in below an overcast ate feet ana
n 'n" e

with heavy volimes of enemy fire concentrated upon thon, they mede s:c-
cessive passes over the target area and skillfully delivered their ord—
nanice in response to AQ and FAC correctiong, greatly aiding Co WLY to
retum bheir casvalties te the defansive perimeter.

b, On 11 vanuary, flights of F-AB's and i~4's were called to aid
Cofs "M" and "K®, while making a sweep to search out an area in the
IMZ and to recover & KIA from the action of the 7th, Two A-L's con-
ducted a strike upon NVA in the open at YD 187753, resulting in seven
KTA's confirmed and four KIA's probable, A Zlight of two F-4's con-
cucted strikes vpon NVA and bunkers at YD 190751, resulting in one
KIA confirmed, three KIA's probable and three bunkers destroyeds. 4
Tlight of A-4's {Dream 509) struck NVA and bunkers at ID 178755, resulte
g In one KIA confirmed, two KIA's probable, two bunkers dsshroyed and
50 meters of frasth destroyed, 4 flight of i-k's (Combat 28) conducted
a strike upon an assemly area at YD 167755 with negative resalts at
that time, The 40 effestively directed these strikes, protecting friende
ly flanks and esing enemv,

i
w oo f1

SLon soverdr s wovenment of Co's ML and "M" back to
- he contact,  The weather Jid not permit
- sitheugh Euer gunshles and the A0 were

Oa 18 Tamniary, Ywo flighbs of F-Lts and one flight of A-i!s
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ca intense volumes of .50 Cal fire, they skillfully delivered thair

ordnance upon selected targets in support of 3/4. A flight of F-ii's
wag called in to suppress Fn{tipa.ircraft fire and enemy mortars being
directed at units of Co "M" on high ground called "™ike s* Hill, This
flight aided greatly in suppressing mortars and .50 Cal fire, The
flight received intense, accurate .50 Ca. fire and took many hits,
resulting in the loss of one F-4, although the crew sjected safely in
the "a Nang area and were successfully picked up,

e. On 28 January, four fixed wing strikes were conducted in support
of 3/Ls These flights were instrumental in destroying enemy heavy mach-
ine gun positions and mortar positions that were interrupting convoy
traffic to Camp Carroll and movement of units of 3/4 conducting patrols
in the area of M™iket!s" Hill (YD O74574).

3. During the month of January, Huey gunships were instrumental in
suppressing enemy sniper fire and in aiding units of 3/L in petarning
to the defengive pepimeter,

a, Flights of Huey gunships were used on 7 January to cover
reoturn of Co "L¥ after heavy conbtact was broken. .

b, On 18 January, Huey gunships were instrumental in breaking cone
tact at YD 140717. This flight was working under 700 fest overcast and
made repeated rocket and gun passes on well entrenched HVA units, while
receiving intense volumes of small ams and automatic weapons fire,

This flight enabled Co's "L" and "M'" to return after taking several
woundede The results of thelr efforts and repeated runs wore not deter-
pined due to weather and larkness,

¢. Huey support on 25 and 27 January was particularly effective,
They fired at targets extremely close to friendly iines under the
direction of the A0, who coordinated with 3/h, One Huey landed in an
insecure LZ near front lines to obtain information on enemy weapons
locations, then evacuated some severely wounded Marines, B
L. During the month of January, 3/4 reguested 38 med-evacs, using
38 helicopters and removing 239 wounded and KIA's from the field, Mamy
times during this period of time, med-evac aireraft were reguested into N
somewhat dangerous LZ's to pickup seriously wounded personnel, Withe
cut the assistance and devotion to duty of our halleopter pilots, many

warines might have died.

5, During the month of Jenuaty, 55 requests were submitted for A0 air-
crafte Through the AO's, 3/4 was able to direct artillery,.mortars and
fixed wing strikes against the NVA, The AO's were instrumental in spote
ting enemy troop movements and fortifications and were able to adjust
artillery and mortar fire upon thems Through the eyss of the AO's, units
were warned of ambushes and possible atuacks upon their flanks that

could have resulted in the loss of many Marine lives, Without the val-

usble aid of the meny A0 flights, 3/4 would not have beep...ableum'-«a.eeen«w
VILI-2 . e
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—ITsh Thelr miésion without suffering heavy casualties, Wwhen 3/4 units

were in contact, the A0 would frequently remain on station aiding unit

commanders by telling them where enemy strong poitits were and by direote

ing either artillery, 8lmm mortars, 60 mm mortars or flights of fixed

wing aircraft or Huey gunships dnto these targets. Many times, A0 air- !
craft would fly in support of us when the weather was at minimum and

with poor visibility., They would remain on station while recaiving

intense automatic and small amms fire until they ran low on fuel and

would have a replacement on station whenever possible,

6e 3/l requested 152 TPQ strikes arainst enemy positions and received
52 TPQ strikes. These strikes were instrumental in stopping enemy re-

supplies and in destroying enemy positions,

7. Several short notice troop lifts werc conducted for 3/L during the
month of January, Co "M" was committed from a defensive position at

YD 148689 and helicoptered to Camp Carroll to assist an ambushed convoy.
On the following day, the remaining two companies and H&S Comapny elom
ments were helicoptered to YD 075573 along Route 9 to reinfores Co MM,
On 28 January, Co "L" and the Bn CP Group were helicoptered fram YD
073568 to Camp Carroll to achieve the required safety distances for a '
B-52 strike., One platoon of Co "L" moved to Cam Lo by helicopter to
escort a platoon of tanks meking a sweep along Route 93 the remainder
of Co VL' was helicoptered to YD 073568 to Join the tanks. On 31 Jane
uary, Co "L" moved by helicopter to Ca Lu to join 3/9 where they were
placed under 3/9 operational control.

8. The following is a summary of air support for the month of Jamarys

a. Fixed wing 17 requested Controlled by AO/FAC due
to terrain and negative
URF capability

be &0 slrcraft 55 requested Controlled fixed wing,
artillery, 8lmm and 6Qmn
mortars and reconned pde
trol routss in support of

3/4
Ce Resupply All helicopter resupply
requests were submitted
‘ through S-&
de lied-evacs 38 requested 239 casualties removed
' from field
ts Troop lifte 9 requested Helicopters were used to
1ift a total of 877 pere
sonnel .
f. SAR Nons requested Not required N
g. TPQ's 152 requested 52 TPJts were ccnducted in e

support of 3/4, hitting
enany artillery positions
and harboring sites.

h, Special 2 requested Two B-52 strikes requested,
one was conducted

VIII-
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MEDICAL AFFAIRS

1, During the month of January 1968, the BAS was divided between the
field (except for 1} days at Camp Carrell), with the doctor and 4 oorps~
man, and the rear at Dong Ha, with the Chief and spproximately 15-0
corpsaman,

2. In the field, the problems encountered were:
a, Maintaining good water points and bathing areas (in this area,
a water sample was taken at the A-3 forward position and wae found te

be heavily contaminated; a repeat sample with halizone added showed
sterile water, i.e., no bacterial growth).

b. Maintaining adequate heads and urinals,

c. Keeping the forward BAS and company corpsmen supplied with
battle dressings, halizone, malaria tablets and medicines (because of
- heavy casualty lead and frequent changes of position, supply was dife
fieult to keep up with, and later in the month battle dressings were
inereasingly difficult to obtain in the rear).

de Treating a moderately large number of cases of diarrhea, which
had the charactep »f » viral epidemic rather than diarrhea from impure

water.

3, In the rear BAS the main problems were:
a, OCaring for the patients referred from the field.
b, Obtaining and transmitting supplies to the field.
¢, Replacing corpsmen injured in the field,

4L, There were nine (9) corpsmen wounded and four (4) killed in actiom,

Ii=l
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SECIRN &
CAVIL AFPALRS
1. DBeacuse of the location and tactical situation of the 3d Battalion,

4th Marines, there was no civil affairs program conducted during the
month of Jamuary.

2, In anticipation of a battalion move to a populated area, arrange-

ments were made with 9th Marines Regimental S-5 for gifts and money
to be given to Vietnamese children during the TET celebration,

X~1
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d. The A0 continues to prove invaluable, Operating irr-the arsa
north of the "Irace", patrcls were at times pcstponed dus to weather
which precluded an A0 being on staticn, The 40 has been effective
in spott:i.r}% bunker comglexes and NVa to the frnt and flanks of patrols.
This permits the patrol to call in early artillery fire, thereby pre-
venting friendly casualties and allcwing the patrol t. continue its ad-
vance., In addition, after grcund or aerial sightings, the 40 has been
used tc adjust 60mm or 8lum mcrtar fire and has effectively controlled
artillery, air strikes, and Huey gunships in support of grcund action,
The effectiveness of such "eyes in the sky" emphasizes a definite nheed
for a future capability £ an 40 in a helicopter cr fixed wing (OE)
type aircraft operating c:ntinucusly in support cf each Infantry Bate

talicn,

b, A basic point frequently emphasizel in this Battalicn has proven
especially effective cn several cccasiong, Moving cver rcugh terrain
there is an inherent tendency tc ena up in a single cclumn, Although
the lead elements have more difficulty when two, three or more columns
are "®lazing trall®, it pays dividends in ease -f movement for theose
folloewing, as well as increased cuverage of terrain ani better dis-
persicn T fcrces. The most significant alvantage is the ability to
inmeiiately leliver a large vclume cf fire to the front and rapddly
aseune 360° seeurityposition prutecting both the flanks and rear
when ccntact has been made. Many cuntacts are decided in the first few
minutes .f & fire fight---a long, strung ocut c¢olumn negates immediate
effective use of the units fire potential,

¢. The use ¢f Pblocking pusitions® cn multiwcumpany patrcls hae
pruven especially useful., Blocking pesitions can provide a secure
rcute of return fur ccmpany patrols operating beyond 1500 meters <f the
Battalion perimeter. They als. constitute a propositioned. reserve. forca,
Their location should pemmit support by fire while contributing flank
ani rear security for moving patrol units, A blocking position can also
establish secure LZ's and assis} with med-evac or casualties of an
engaged forward unit. It has also been found that it is a great boost
to morale to have other friendly units stationed between the point of

engagement and the friendly perimeter to give casualty assistance and
rear-guard security to troaps returning from contact.

d. 4an aerial photograph of the operating area greatly enhances
patrol planning when used to suprlement the 1:50,000 map. The aerial
photo was made available to 21l unit leaders through sguad level, and
additionally was used for briefing entire patrol units. Helgerows,
rice paddies, thickly vegetated areas and potential enemy strong points

Xl=l
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con be identified prior to patrol departurse. Ground orientation is

vastly improved; <hock points moreeasily identified, Superimposing a
grid on the photo also assigte in mapephoto comparison and orientation.

e, Surprise is always a goal to be achieved, On ons occasion, an
garly morning departure from a defensive perimeter allowed troops to be
in an attack position 2000 meters away from the perimeter before daylight.

Surprise was complete after contact as evidenced by & fleeing enemy leav-
ing behind hot rice, weapons, gear and equipment,

f. When contact is made it is wise to keep out of larnze bomb craters.
The enemy uses them as killing zone areas; they tend to segment the ate
tacking force and isolate advance elenents, It is difficult to get out
of the crater without sustaining casualties, when pinned down., The cra~
ters also present easy targets for grenades and indirect fire weapons.
Experience has shown that serious if not fatal wounds have been sustained
by groups of personnel who took cover in 2 single bomb crater. Other
folds in the ground provide adequate cover, aliow observation to the
front, pemit movement and give a better opportunity to fire in any dire
eCtuiono

g. A common tendency is to underestimate the size of an enemy
force resulting in being drawn into unfavorable terrain where autonmatie
weapons can inflict serious casualties, Caution must be used in at-
tanpting to expleit initial contact. BEnploy supporting arms early bew
fore attempting to search out the terrain in which the contact has been
made,

h. Designate stretcher bearers and have adequate stretchers in the
event helicopters cannct get dn to evacuate casualties and they must be
carried back, Lacking stretchers, ensure that men are carrying ponchos
on patrol for improvised stretchers. 4 positive method should be devised
to account for everyone, especially casualties, prior to leaving the
scene of the engagement to preclude personnel being left behind., Desige
nate a point within the perimeter to muster platoons after retuming
from an engagenent to account for persomnel and equipment. Procedures
rnust be established to ensure casualty return to the perimeter when heli~
copters are unavailable, ' ,

2, In the perimeter

a, Although all perimeter holes are manned at night, certain holes
are designated as "24 hour holes", These are selected to ensure overe
lapping sectors of observation during daylight hours; thus pemuitting
perimeter manning at a greatly reduced level. (One platoon can defend
& company perimeter as a rule.) Putting small signs aijacent to such
holes facilitates another unit manning the lines while the regular
perimeter unit is on a daylight patrol. This also permits working
parties, training, or other commitments to be conducted with the peri-
meter fully protected,
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b, Good commmications are essential to command, centrol and re-
porting, There is a great tendency to rely on the aii/PRC 25 radio to
the neglect of wire "eomm!, ~Ficld phones add ta the infantryman's load
-—-but make a decided contributicn the defense of any perimeter, papa
tlcularly if it is to be occupied for several days. Perimeter confer-
ence falls keep the COC informed Juring night contacts and expedite sup-
port,lng fires days or nights. This Battalion also experienced siccess

- in using wire from field positions along the "Trace" between Gio Linh

a.nd Con Thien to the stable defensive perimeter at 4-3 that had radio
relay capability. We were thus able to talk tc Regigent and Battalion
Rear in Dong Ha, expediting reporting and resupply., Of course, when
wire passes thrcugh "unfriendly" areas, the same transmission security
that applies to radic nust be observed,

¢, Camouflage discipline was found initially lax after the Battalion
nove from defensive positions at C-2, C-2 Brildge, and Con Thien, intc
the field. Camcuflage improved rapidly as all levels of command empha-
sized "learning from the NVa", Where natural tree lines of hedgercws
exist, foxholes should be dug into the cover area from the rear. Only
enough ¢f the natural foliage shoull be remcved frum the front (enemy,
sije) cf the pusition, tc pemit cbservation and fields of fire. Living
"h.otches" should be well behind the lines where ponchos and fuxhele
covers cannot be cbserved, Troops have a tendency to cut down every-
thing in the vieinity of their holes and t¢ the front. Remind then that
they are exposing themselves to sniper and small ams fire as well as

delineating the Battalicn perimeter for eneny observers.

4. Foxheoles should be deep encught tc allow a man to shoot from
a near standing position withcut having tc squat Jdown., It should be
large enocught so that two pecple can fight with ease of individual move=
ment, Fighting holes sh.uld be within sight ¢f each uther laterally
and have & ¢unnecting trail with adjacent positions that is ccncealed

frem the enemy's view,

ee Incther basic principle that reguires ccnstant command attention
is maintaining the sanitaticn and police cf defensive positions, Platocn
trash pits should be dug, marked, and used; squad heads should be dug
cenvenient tc¢ holes and living "hootches", Police of the area nust be
gontinucuss The .lesignaticn of drinking and bathing water points is
cemplemented by marking the trails t. the water pcintss In adlition to
maintaining the pclice of the area (pieking up cans, papers, etc.,), om~
muniticn should be stered neatly by fighting holes, keeping the ammu-
nitiin in its waterprocf ccntainer whenever possible,

£, Noise is excessive during the few hours prior tc darkness and
requires cunstant attention. This same time is a faverite fur enemy
inccming. When the threat exists, a “stand-to'" policy puts all men on
their perimeter pusitions Juring such danger hours,

g, Shelves should be dug in the forward wall of fighting holes for
runiticn storage not unly from the stand peint cf ready accessibility,
but alsc protection from the elements

DECLASSIFIED
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3/4 Operation Order 1-68 110500H Jané8

1. Situation
a. Inemy - No change.
b, Friendly -
(1) 3/3 at A-3 is prepared to reinforce/support.
(2) Artillery - Request sent 2/12 for assignment of DS and GS artil-
lery preplanned and on call fire along patrel route.

(3) Air - Preplanned TPQ's in objective area. AC will be on station.
CAS and Huey gunships available on 30 minutes notice,

c, Attachments -

E

(1) Scout Dog Team to Co "K" effective 101800H Jané8.
(2) Imgineer Team to Co "K" and Co "M" effective 101800H Jané8.
(3) Co "K" 3/3 effective 110800 Janés8,

LU O TN

2. Mission., To patrol through suspected (NVA) enemy defensive position, thus
providing additional security for defensive positions along "trace’, %o recover
friendly KIA from previous action in objective area if possible.

3. Execution

a. Concept of Operations - At H-Hour on D-Day, three companies will move
out in a coordinated attack and seize the assigned objectives (as depicted on

overlay). Two companies will man present positions.

b. Co "K" = Jump off at H-Hour, D=-Day, seize objectives 5 and 9; be pre-
pared to seize objective 3 on order.

*

ce Co "L" ~ Jump off at H-Hour plus two, D-8BY and set in vicinity ob jec-
tive 7. Be prepared to support/reinforce Co's "K" and "™M" as directed.

[Ty Ly IR T VT TR TR GO TR TR

de Co "I" - Defend present position and occupy Co "M" position upoen their
departure. Be prepared to guide Co "K" 3/3 into Co "L" position.

e. To "K" {-) 3/3 - Occupy position vacated by Co "L" 3/k.

f. 8lmm Plt - Be prepared tc support scheme of maneuver by fire. Priarity
of fire to Co "K¥ initially.,

g. 106 RR Plt - Maintain present position.

h. Bn Reserve - Co '"M" initially in reserve, Follow in "tracet Co "K©,
Be prepared to support/reinforce or assume mission of Co "K",

Page 1 of 2 Pages
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Coordinating Instructions -

(1) D-Day - 11 Jan 1968,
(2) H-Hour - O50CH.

Administration and Logistics

ae

b.

Supply -
(1) Carry BA of ammo,

ézg Carr{ gas mask,
3) Two litter bearers per platoon will be designated.
Evacuation =

(1) BAS will remain at present position.
(2) Cempanies select LZ's on patrol route,

unications/Electronics

a. Signal communications - No change,
bc commd -
(1) 3/4 COC will remain at present location,
(2) Command Group will move with Co "M",
T T | LEE R. BENDELL

LtCel UMC
Commanding

Page 2 of 2 Pages
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SEERET

/ 3/k4 Frag Order for 17-18 Jan 1968

1. Situation: Ne change.
2. Missiop: No change.
3. Executiom:

a. 3/k employs three companies (Rein) in a defensive perimeter.

b. Co "I* (Rein): On 17 January 1968, conduct night time ambushes at
YD 148715 and YD 142708, On 18 January 1968 be prepared to assume additional
defense of perimeter as directed. Alse, conduct daytime activity in accord-
ance with everlay.

Co "L* (Rein): Om 17 January 1968, conduct night time ambushes at
YD 1544707 and YD 148703. On 18 January 1968 conduct company size sweep in
accerdance with everlay.

de Co ™" (Rein): On 17 January 1968, conduct night time ambush at
YD 153713. On 18 Jamuary 1968 provide two plateon size "olecking® forces
as shown on overlay in suppert of Co "L™,

4, Adminigtratien and jgticg:s Ne change.

5. Casmand and Compupicatiens/Electronics: No change.

LEE R. BRENDELL
LtCol USMC
Cemmanding

e SECRET
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