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1+ Desgighatio ns/I»oca,tion;?*_

) =y 3l ,'a. 5] ..

a 31 Battelion, 4th Marines (Reinf). Qﬁﬂé&gﬂggﬁ
be Can Lo Artillery Position (C-3), Quang Tri Provinde, Republic of
Vietnae

6. C-2 (Cormand Group Brave), Q@ang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnane.

2. Period Covered in Reports 1-31 March 1968.

3. Billet Assignuents

as CO 1~ 31 March 1968 LtCol Lild R. EUNDELL

b. X0 1-31 March 1%8 Maj J. 5. MZAD

Ce S=1 {=31 March 1968 1gtLt J. As PARKER
de S-2 1= 31 March 4968 Capt Re Wo KalM

e 5-3 1= 31 March 1968 Maj Re K. YOUNw

f. 84 1= 31 March 1968 Copt 8. B, THOMAS
e =5 1=%1 March 1968 1stlt J. Co DAY

he Corm0 +~31 March 1968 Capt Ae A+ JANISEN
ie €O H&SCo 1=31 March 1968 1gtLt Wo 9. SLLLERS
je €O Co "I 1=31 March 4968 Capt M. A+ SEXTON
ke ©CO Co "K" 1~31 March 1968 Cept @. O. LEROY
1. €O Cn “Lv 1=31 March 1968 Capt J. L. MCLAUCHLIN
ne CO Co "M" 1=31 March 1968 Capt We N+ FADST.
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SHCTION T1

821 & PERSONNEL_/DMINISTRTLON

1+ Replagcenents Recei'i}'ed

ab USMC BEnlisted - 43
by USMC Officers - 0
¢+ USN Enlisted 3
de USN Officers - O

2¢  Perscnnel Rotated

as USMC Enlisted - 51
bs USMC O°ficers - 4
o, USN Enlisted - O
d: USN Officers -« ©

3. Other Perscnnel Losgses

2+ Transfer by Serwice Records
! 21 USMC Enlisted + 3

2) USMC O"ficers & 1
(3) USN Bnlisted
(4) USN Officers

¥

1
0

be Wounded in iotion
(13 USMC Enlisted
(2) USMC Officers

23; USN Bnlisted

4) USN OFficors

¢ Killed in Action
1) USMC Enlisted
£2 USMC Officers
3) USN BEnlisted
§4 USN Officers

[+
Ow On

| N S BN 2

O O~

de Hunanitarian Tranafer
(1) USMC Tnlisted - 1
52 USHC Officers - O

3) USN Officers = O
4) USN Inlisted - O

s ?o:;—battle Casualtics AT
1) USMC Znlisted - 6 7._!7&&3%& bl
. (2) USMC Officors - O e
33 USN Bnlistéd - O
4

USN Officors ~ O
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B Lo, Intr;, Dig inewt Transfers
& = ¥y USMCG Enlisted - 22
ey w3 () USMC Officers - 1
%) USN BEnlisted - O
4) USN Officers « O u@mgg!ﬂm
Je Mumber of R&R Trips - 85
5¢ Aversze Monthly Strenzth
as USMC Enlisgted - ‘3070
be USMC Officurs - 39
Cce USNIEmlisted - 59
de USN Of-icors e 2
6. Personnel Shortage
2. Officers - Rak  MOS Number Nooded
Capte 0400 1
Lieut. 0302 3
b, Enlisted - Rank M08 Mariber Needed
-5 0141 2
E5 03114 38
4 Q%114 17
B-5 0331 T
B-5 0351 7
E-3 0351 2%
B-6 0369 8
B1/2 2538 9
II-2
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SECTION III
I NTELLIGENCE

" T ,'A:,,‘ -; -.'—‘ :
te #am Lo Complex

as See Commegnd Ghronology, Febmary 1368.,

2. Helicopter Landing Zones. Helicopter Landing Zones are mumerous
throughout most of the A0« The terrain that parallels the Gam Lo River
and the paddy systems throughout the area offer many level areas. The
drawback to the use of many of these areas lies in the fact that they

are bordered by heavy brush and hills that parallel them and conssquently

_leave them open to enemy visibility and possible enemy small arms, ar:tﬂllery,

rocket and mortar fire. The follomng are preferred LZ'ss

D 192 D 1559 YD 1362
D 1961 YD 1561 D 1363
D 19%0 YD 19562 D 1%4
D 1959 YD 1461 YD 1365
YD 1862 YD 1460 YD 1164
YD 1860 (east) D 1361 I 1163
YD 1762 YD 130 D 1357
YD 1661 YD 1260 YD 1358
YD 1659 YD 1159 YD 1258
I 1558 YD 1460

32 Wegther fh

During March the weather in the Cam Lo A0 was generally favorable. .
Tempergtures tended fto rise at the beginning of the month and leveled -

 ab a mean of 80° The March mean relative humidity is 84%. As the

Northeast monsoon diminished the frequency of showere increased. Thunder =
storm activity also increased with seversgl violent storma gecompanied

by gusty winds during the middle of the month. Generglly cloudiness de-
cregaed and vigibility aversged 5-7 miles. Tractionability throughout
the ares is judged to be fair. , :

4+ Dally Intelligence Summary. On 1 March 3/4 elements found and buried
30 » 82mn fuze caps at YD 131589, . '

On % March, "L" Co discovered 25 fighting holes and graves made into
fighting holes at YD 140591« 411 were destroyed. "M Co .located 24
fresh fighting holes and 2 automatic weapons positions vicinity YD 167607.
CAC reported the NVA had laid a land-line in g triangular pattern at
¥D 078625, YD 075605 and YD 094598.

On 4 March a 3/4 mine sweep discovered 4 AT mines at YD 132625-
Lima Company while on patrol received 30 rds of 82mm mortars at YD 107605.
When arriving at an LZ to med-evac WIA's they received mortar rocket A
and artillery rounds at YD 111598, , T o

g’ T i b .
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o ' e ,‘ CRLLASSIFITY ¢
on § 1 v“\%‘?g . ‘ .

- <0n 5 Mareh, s-&ister on a minesweep struck an unknown type T i:ine
at YD 1298547 The duster was towed to C-3+ 4t 1310 friendly civilians
wezegp ohibited from entering tie area at YD 107603 to redover bedies
fron the Co "L" operation of 4 larch.

3y

[ ang %

On 6 March, Co MK" reseived 27 rounds of 82un mortar at CAP #3
(YD 17858Y)¢ & CGo "IM smbush received two rounds of incoming at YD
135625« Intelligence reports stated there were 500-800 new fighting
holes 2t YD 0760 and YD 0860 and hew heavily travelled trail running
fron YD 0961 to YD 0667y -

On 9 liarch, Co "L™ tower reccived eight rounds of small arns fire .
fronm vieinity YD 123591s Co "K* received three rounds of unknown
csliber artillery fire from a unkmown locations

On 10 March, 3/4 roadsweep discovered three TH-41l AT mines and a
booby trap nmade of a "C" Ration o=n filled with THT at YD 131625,
AtCo "IM patrol discovered and destroyed one bunker, 7O fighting holes
and one 155om dud round et YD 110625. Co "IM reported six enemy at
YD 135610+ Small nrms and tanks fired with unknown resultss

On 13 :arch, o "K' at C.iP #3 reported firing and movement at ID ..
176584« i 3/4 operation which recovered four bodies at YD 107604 re-
ceived approxinately 20 rounds mixed artillery, rockets and mortar fire.
At 16155, CP #3 reported an eneny sutonatic weapon firing on Route 9
fron vieinity YD 196597. '

On 14 March, three porsomnel (two intrac, one engineer) were killed
vhils removing a mine at YD 123590

On 15 March, on roadsweep at YD 220635 a duater struck an unidenti-
: fied .T mines

On 16 March, 3/4 elenents discovered ¥wo NV. mortar primer shells
at YD 168611 and three new fighting holes at YD 124616. 4t 1223,
Co "IM patrol recieved two 82un mortar rounds from YD 139616. .4t 2110,
a 3/4 squad at YD 133625 roving to aibush position heard movement o
front. F.oed small ams and M=79, rreaived Senkl arima Slwoe Fownd
tie VLTl wide o=aT ¢ oeme EeSD pince At 2345, elements at YD
133624 arbushed three ¥ moving south on MSR (Reute 561). Resulted in
one NVA XKIa, one SK3 aid one TH-4L mine.

On 18 Larch, 3/4 ambush at YD 130626 received severgl rounds of
nortar from unknown locatione 1At 2015, three gdgpginess picked up at
YD 137624 were released by CIT. .

~ On 20 Larch, Co "L" received four rounds of €0mm mortar at YD
127589+ Co YI" patrol detgined - three suspects at YD 130608. Re-
leased by CIT as innecent civilians. A4t 1122, C-3 received 16-12
rounds of small grms fire from YD 145615.

o | UNCLASSIF]
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1V Lar h\,‘E ements at YD 137605 reported Pat. Pol captvred
1 fema nformation and papers. Suspect said she would
lead 3 'bo obher sUapccts. (Classificd as VC roturnae)

_ - - e —

On 22 harch 3/4 elements conducted sweep east of C~3 hrldge. Re~
ceived SLF at 1D 183605. Destroyed 1 large bunker and bL:ned Thon Dlnh Ha
village, e ‘ T
; On 23 Larchu 3/4 assumed OPCOI‘T of C-2, u’o 1214H 2 femalc suspccts
detained by 3/4 elemontg at YD 144510, Reloased by CIT as innocent
civilians., &t 1440 H C-2, 3/4 elements recoived 11 rds %0 and 82m» morter
fire, 4t 15300 3/4 elements at C-2 raceived 10 rds of unk cal. b.rt,,r and at
1715H rdeeived 5 rds est 420mm morta

On 24 March, a "M Compa,ny LP observed 4 NVA vicinity YD 146608.
81mm missions fired m_th negative results. C=3 towsr at YD 12964. observed
rocket being fired 1600 nils spproxinately 3500 m.ters. Arty mission
fired with unknown results. At 1150H, C~2, received 3 rounds estimated
oum mortar rounds from YD 112635. At 1730H C~2 received 1 round esb-
imated 152ma arty from unknown direction. '

On 25 March, 3/4 eleménts at C-2 discoversd and destroyed 7 fighting
holes and 1 mortar position at ¥D 176595.

N On 26 March, Road sweep discovered and destroyed one TM-41~AT Mine
at YD M 7702, Army unit operat.l.ng in 5/4 AO detained 1 susgpect, at (Y'D
114589). Detaine2 sent to District HQ and releascd as innocent civilian.

On 27 March, 3/4 elements discovered and destroyed 1 Whi- Type
Bonby Trep with bemboo spikes at (YD 124579). At 1100 Dist HQ received
3 rounds estinated 82 mortar from vieinity YD 116603. C-3 received 2
rounds estirated 82'n mortar from 4880 mils, distance unktnown. C-2 re-
oeived 4 rounds estumted 821 mortars from 4620 nil azmuth and range
2000 neters.

On 28 March, = 3/4 patrol discovered 2 frx_sh and muerous old
f:.ght:_ng holes and 2 Wi graves marked 37/27 Bn and 38/27 Bn. Dug up
graves and found only bones and decsyed uniforms. ot 1145H Can Lo Dist
HQ received 8-10 rrunds 82un mortar fron YD 116634, arty mission fired
with unknown results. . At 1400 a Bunter-Killer Team received snip:r fire
1t YD 107637« Returnzd SAF and Arty missiun called resulting in 1 IV
KIi confirmed. .t 1545 Dist HQ receivad 3 rounds estinated 120m1 mortar.
ety nission firsd with unknown results. it 2200H IPb~6 e.t 0-3 plcked up

Lovcuent at YD 15361 5- Morta;rs flred, novemont ceased. -

#i B EA ST =} PRIy A I LR

~0n 29 Ma:.‘ch, a 3/ 4 pn.trol d:.scovered aparonmately"wo fxghtmg .
holes in vicinity of YD 151629.‘ Area wad marked for H' & I -~rty and nortar
firé. it 1405763 Feceived 6 rounds 120nn mortar and estinated 10Tum ze-

W
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ccillcss gun fi ‘)‘}r"n vic YD 096623« At 1555 G=3 received 1 round 120mm

norta;: f.'J.r At 1250, road sweep at YD 221675 received 26 rounds of unknown
aziruth of 5200 nils. Arty was fircd with unknown results. it

1405, C ~% position reccived 6 rounds estinated 120mm mortars from YD

09662%. Mission fired with unknown results. At 1555, C-3 received 1

round 120mm rortar fron aziruth of 5100 nilse Mortar mission fired with

unknown results. .

On %0 March, 3/4 claments trvelling Bast on Hwy 9 received sniper
rounds from vicinity YD 164587 and at 1850 a "K" Co patrol detained 2
suspects at YD 118581. Turned over to Dist HQ and released as innocent
civilians,

On 31 March, 3/4 clonments »t YD 106629 found one 82m nortar pit,
increnent ocans, 25 covered fighting holes, 25 spider holes gad 1 82rm
mortar canistere 4An AO reported now fighting holes at YD 15065%. 4 3/4
patrol checked the arca with negative resultse At 2030H Kilc reported
a.» PP unit . in contact with egtimatoel VO platoon at YD 128600 with
negq,tlve regults, it 2124 3/ 4 elenents spcotted 10 perscnnel noving Bast
to West at 135602. Engnged with SiF. Was checked at 1st light with
negative results. ’
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SECTION IV

ORERATIONS AND TRALING . e

1a Thé following training was conducted by 33 Battalion, 4th Marines
during the period 1-31 March 1948,

NUMBER

UNIT SUBJLGT . OF HOWRS

H&S Co  Mapping 10 -
Care & Cleaning d-16 : 108
Compass - 2
Care & Cleaning 105's Gun 50
Firing of Flame Throwers 10
Care & Cleaning &1's Mortex 40
Care and Cleaning of Flame Gear 31
Class on 108's ' 6
Field Fortifications 134
Field Sanitation g 50
Pirst Aid 80
Yed-Evac Procedures t20
81's Gun Drill 20 .
Physical Treining 2
Functioning and Qperation of the NOD 2
Scouting and Patrolling 5
Language Training 10
M-72 LAAY firing and classes 2
Care and cleaning of the 45 Cal. 1
Enemy Weapons recopnized ) 4
Copbat Intelligence 11
POV Handling 2
Radio Procedures 1
Care and Clesning of the .50 Cal M,G, 1

Co hIn Construction of fortifjeations & wire laying 130
Radio procedure 6
Radio preventive maintenance 10
Artillery forward observation procedures 5
Installation employment of beehives, fugzasse 5
Mapping procedures 10
Care and cleaning of individval weapohs & equip- 60
ment
Familicrization firing of the M-15, M-40, Laaw, 20

.45 Calo pistOl, .50 Cal. m'g.
Instruction in ambush patrols
Patrolling (ambush, security, reconnaissance,
search and destroys
5 paragraph order class and patrol leader's order 3
Spot report techniques & med*evac procedures 5 73

IV 4

O
Qow
G
&
F‘;b"‘ 3
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% Night compass and day compass marches (tech- 3
niques)
60nm mortar gundrill 120

60mm mort&® classes (on firing, aiming, nemen. 56
v clature, ammunition, etc,)

Fam firing of 60my mortgry 3
Classes on the AN/PPS.5 (6} 2 day) 45
(March 20-27) ‘
: Employment of explosives such as claymores, 10

grenades, pom ponis, gas, white phospherous,
starlight scope, NOD

Handling of POW!s

Searching tedhniques of a village

Field 8anitation

Gas warfare

Demolitions

Co "K"  Pirst Aid
Med-Cap
Patrolling
FAC
Mortar Bmpl.
Weapons Safety
Map Reading

R ST R AR AR SES RS N

ColtLW Patrolling
! Ambushes
First Aid
Feh Firing =60, M6, ,50 Cal., .30 Cal,
Field Saenitation
Porsonnal Hygiene
Field Messing
PPSu5 & PPS.6 Instruction
. Usc of NOD & Starlight

Radio Instruction

W
QO

-t

- b walh-
OQROWM PMOWM-JIJOOUMIND N

Go "M  Ragio Procedure
Weapons Safoty
Supporting Arms
Scouting & Patrolling

: Trackod Vehicles

: Demolitions

Field Fortifications

First 4id, Combat

Field Sanitation

345 Rocket, Carc and Cleaning

M-60, MG Drills

—

-
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SO i @
B m%leaning and Opera-i;i;n )

S é@hlgfders ip 4
LA .

“el .3
2 In addition to the above, all individual Marines fired their weapons
for Yzero", prior to assignment to a unit in the field, ’

3. A11 replacemnhs were given indoctrination lectures prior to joining

their units by the Commanding Officer, Sergeant Major and their Company
Officers.

S

4s Command and Control

On O3Mar68: 3/4 assumed defensive OPCON of Det Task Force ROBBLE
(4) gun tanks, 1 flame tank, 2 ontos and engineer sweep team) subject to
employment by Task Force ROBEIE outsids of perineter positions. ’

On 09Maré8: CoM"M" 3/) chopped from 3/4 OPCON to 4th Marines for an
operation with 2/9, :

On 10Marg8: Co “M" 3/4 chopped from 4th Marines OPCON to 3/4.

On 23Mer68: 1stSec, 1st SL Btry (1 1ight) chopped from 2/1 OPCON to 3/4,

On 2/Mar68t Co ML" 3/1 chopped from 3/1 OPCON to 3/4

On 24Mar68: One platoon of Co LM 3/1 chopped from 3/4 OPCON to 1/4

On 26Mar68: 1st Plat, Co A, {gt Bn, 5024 Inf, 24 Brig, 101st U.S,
Airborne chopped from 9th Marines to 3/4 '

On 29Mar68: st Plt, Go "AM, 1st Bn, 5024 Inf, 2d Brig, 101st U.S.
Airborne chopped from 3/4 to 9th Marines

These were task crganized as follows:

Cam Lo Artillery Position (6-3) (1~23 Mareh)

HeS co (-) Bn CF

P Co "I (-) (Reinf)

: Det Btry *IM, 3/12 (F0)

: 2dPlat, Co "MW, 3/4

3dSec, 106 RR Plat, H&S Co, 3/4

2dP1et, Btry "BM, 1-44th

1stSec, OTTER Plat, 3dMIBn ‘

Det, H&S Co, 9th Mar (Interpreters and Kit Carson Seouts)

% CAP #3 (1-23 March)

E Co "K* (-) (Rein)

: Det, Btry MIM, 3/12 (FO)
1st8qd, 1st8oe, 106 RR Plat, H&S Co, 3/4
Det, HES Co, 9th Nar (Seout Snipers)

Canm Lo District Headquarﬁers (1—23vMarch)
Co "L" (-) (Reinf)

IV-3
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Det, Btry #In,\3 12%@)% wivi:LASSIFIED,
2d8qd, “1sbSec, 106 KR Plat, H&S Co, 3/4
Det, H&S Go, 9th Mar (Scout Snipers)

Can Lo River Bridge (C-34) (1-23 March)

Co "™M" (-) (Reinf)

Det, Btry "IM, 3/12 (F0)

AthSec, 8imaMtrFlat, H&S Co, 3/4 -
2d5ec, 106 RR Plat, H&S Co, 3/4
Det Co MAM, 3dTKBn (2 Tks)

Det, 1stSrchLtBtry (1 Lt)

3d Bn 4th Mar (Reinf) CP Alpha Gw3 (23-31 March)

Can

H78 Co (~) Bn CP

Det "I" Biry 3/12 (Arty INO) '

24SEC + 6thSqd 3dSec 8imm Mort Plat (3 Mortars)
Co "L" (Reinf)

3dPlat Co MI" 3/4

18t & 2dFlat “B" Btry 1/44, USA (4 twin 40mm SP)
1etSec 106 BR Ilat, H&S Co 3/4 (2 106 RR)

1stSec Otter Flat 3dMTBn (6 Otters)

Det "I Btry 3/12 (FO TV)

Det "C" Go 3d Engr Bn (Minesweep TM)

Lo River Bridge (C-34) (23-31 March)

Co ™" (.) (Reinf)

2dSec 106 RR Plat H&S Co 3/4 (2 106 RR)
LthSec 81mm Mort Plat H&S Co 3/4 (2 Mortars)
Det "I Btry 3/12 (FO TM)

Det 1st SL Btry (1Light)

Det MA" Co 3dTkBn FMF (2 M-48 Gun)

‘Det 3dEngr Bn (Water Doint)

Can

C-2

Det H&S Co 9thMar (Interpreter & Kit Carson)
1st Plat "M" Co employed at CAT #3
5th Sqd 3dSec 106 RR Plat H&S Co 3/4 (1 106 HR)

Lo Dist EQ (23-31 March)

Co "k" (-) (Reinf)

6thSqd 3dSec 106 RR Plat B&S Co 3/4 (1 106 RR)
Det H&S Co 9th Mar (Interpreter)

Dot Sniper Tlat H&S Co 9th Mar (2 TMS)

1st Tlat Go "K" employed at Dong Ha

CF Bravo (23-31 March)

Dot HES Co 3/4 (OMD Grp) (3 Mortars)

1stSec & 1Sgd 3dSec 81mm Mort Ilat HXS 3/4
Co "I® (.) (Reinf)

Vs,
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tSec 15%,51 ry (1 Light) ‘
qd (Comp) HeS Co 3/4 (1 Gun 2/1)

Dt ’Snlner ilat H & 8§ Co 9th Mar (Interpreter

Co "L (-) (Reinf) 3/1

1Sad (Comp) H &S Co 3/4 (1 Gun 2/1)

Det 11th Mar (FO TH)

Dot FAC H & 8 Co 3/1

Dong Ha (1~3L March 1968)

Det H&SCo
De-[-, 00 HIN
*Det Co "KW
Det Co "L®
Dat Co "¢

* 1Include one rifle platoon for reaction and road sweep/ convoy security
missiong.

5« Close Combat

ae Battezy D" 2/12 was in direct support of 3/4 during March. Gen-

~erdl support fires were available from the lst 8" Howitzer Battew (SP),

upw /19, wg 2/12 and vKn 4/13.

be At the Cam Lo Artillery Position, $he Byttalion operated with
ong conpany (reinf) plus one platoon at the Com Lo Zvtillery Positlors,,
onc company (-)(reinf) at the Can Lo River Bridge sitey one corp
(reinf) at the Gen Lo District Headquartersgand one platoon at the C';P #3
pogition on Route 93with a platoon at% Dong H- to provide road sweep se-
curity for Route 9. Road swieps of Route 561 and Route 9 in the assigned
A0 are run at first light. Aftor the road sweops are coempleted, 3/4
coordinates the flow of convoy traffic north on the MSR (Rcute 561),
naintaining o convoy control net with the C-2 position. OP's are manned at
at the tower on O0 #L at the Crm Lo Artillery TPosition and the high

ground between C-n Lo and C=2 whilc convoys are on Route 51, Co "MV
provid:s sentries to keep vendors off the MSR -nd south of the Can Lu

Rivers On 23 March 1968, 3/4 took OPCON of -2 artillery Position; des-
fending the position with two companies (=) (four platoons) under the
control of Conriand Group Bravos

ce Continuous inprovenent of defensive positions is enphasized and
congiderable progress has becn nade toward conpletion of the new District
Headquarters positions All companies conducted daily patrols and ea~
toblished night tine Lo's/anbushes as dirccted by the CO 3/4 deily
fragnentary orders. Othor significant events of a non-conbat nature
have been included in the chronological sunnary for historical and
record purposess

IV-5
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. A g
. DMers Four platoon patrols, ons squad (reinf) patrol, one squad (reinf)
QR, three fire temm OP's, seven squad (reinf) night ambushes end eight fire
tediv night 1P's were conducted, One platoon and one squad were provided as
road sweep and engineer security, A&t 010950H, a Co YL" patrol was dispatched
v ith a TD-15 (Bulldozer) to £ill in fighting loles at YD 131589, TIm one
of the holes, the patrol found 30 fuze oaps that had not been there three
days previously., The holes were filled im and the fuge caps buried, At
011150H, Co "L", at District Headquarters, received two rounds of small
armg fire from the village to the north, District Headquarters informed’
Co "L" that it might be stray rounds from RF's fam firing, At 011625H,
& dog casued an explosion in the northwestern section of the minofield at
District Headquarters, resulting in two minor car concussions, The Sympo.~-
thetic detomation of numerous mines will be investigated by 1lth Engineer
Battaliom . ' ' T

Mar: Four platoon patrols, one squad (reinf) patrol,,one .squsd OP,.
three fire team OP's, seven squad (reinf) night ambushes, and five fire
tean night LP's were conducted, One platoon and one squad were provided
as:road sweop and enginecr security, From 021718H to 021735H] 16 rounds
of incoming 60rm and 82mm enemy mortar fire wore receivod st ~3 from
vicinities YD 107622, YD 109630, YD 124608 and YD 154616, Firo vas re-
turned as followst 29 105mm rounds at YD 107622 and YD 109630 (suspectod
60rm mortar position); 51 8lmm rounds at YD 107622 and YD 109630; 717
8lmm rounds at YD 124608; 110 60mm rounds at YD 154616 (suspectoed 60mm
merter position)s Target coverage was good and the mortars stopped firing,

3Mar: Four platoon patrols, one squad (reinf) patrol, one squad OP,. ' !
throe fire team OP's, oight squad (roinf) night ambushos and six fire toam
night IP's werc econducted, One platoon and one squad were provided for
road sweep and ohgineer security, At 031030H, a Co "LM patrol found 25 -.
fighting holes about 50 motors south of Route 9 at YD 140591, The holbss:
wore in an L-shaped formation with the open ond toward the road, At _
YD 125589, four fresh graves, which appeared to have boen dug into fighting
holos, wore found. Also found was a six foot deep artillery erator, which
had been only two feet decp onc weck previously. Positions wore invosti-
gated with negative rosults and merkod for destruction, At 031300H, a
Co "™" patrol” located 13 fighting holos at YD 130598, There were two
L-shaped machine gun holos and 1l rectangular holos 33 by 13' by 2
facing north. Half tho fighting holes were in a position to cover a
erossing point in the Cam Lo River, At 031707, a PF gtationed at Cam
Thai Village brought in two suspected NVA, who werc picked up at tha
Cam Lo Refugee Centor., Tho dotaincos wore turned over to 7th ITT at
District Hoaduarters, 4t 032049H, a message was reccived from 9th Marines
S-2 to tho effect that an cnomy offonsive would begin on 3 March., The
eneny activity was to be widely sproad, intonso intordiction of bases in
tho 3d Marine Division area with possiblo ground action, Duc to the intelw
ligonce roport and the dosire to have clomonts of Task Force Robbie south
of the Gam Lo River, a dotachment from Task Forec Robbic was sont to District
Hoadquarters (2 gun tanks, 1 flamo tank and 2 twin 40's) and to Cam Lo
River Bridge (2 gun tanks, 2 ontos and 1 engincor swoop toan) OPCON to 3/4
(The twin 40's woro subscquontly returncd to €-3). .
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- -, 4Mars: “Ono company (.) patrol, two platoon patrols, one squad OP, threc
 ~.ifire team OP's, six squad (roinf) night ambushos and sevon fire toam night
- gIP's wore ccnducted.  Onc platoon and onc squad were provided for road
“swocp and ongincer security, At 040940H, Go ™" (-), while on patrol,
sighted six NVA ncar YD 109600 and engaged then with small arms and ma-
chinc guns, 4t 041016H, Co "LM (.), at YD 107605, roceived approximatoly
30 rounds of 82mm mortar fire and four rounds of unknown caliber artil-
lory fire, initially roporting 16 WIA's mod-ovac (3 omergoney and 13
priority) and ono KI&, Btry 'D® 2/12 fired countor mortar fire and an 40

: on station adjusted 4n additional mission by Btry PF® 2/12, A4t 041030H,

[ the minc swecp found four 4T mines on the side of tho road along the MSR

i (Route 561) at YD 132625, Tho mines were dostroyed in placo, &b 041130H,

Co "L" (~) moved to YD 111598, established an LZ, completing the cmorgoncy

ned-ovacs at 0411558, During tho med-cvacs, cight rounds of ostimatod 82m

mortar firc was roceived. Another attompt to ostablish an LZ was mede at

YD 107597 but incoming was again recoived (2 rounds of 82mm mortars).

€O ML¥ (-) returned the casualties overland to District Hoadquartors being

mot by trucks on the south sido of the Cam Lo Rivor all elements at Dis-

trict Headquarters by 041350H, Tho rosults of the Co "L® action were one

KIh, 45 WIA ovac (including minor wounds), and six KI& - bodics not rocover-

od (Thesc wore subsequently recovored on 13 and 14 March.). 4t 041325H,

9th Marincs directed 3/4 to take action on & roport that the Hoadquartors

: of the 27th Independont Battalion was operating near YD 143600. At O4L415H,

‘ a CGo "™M" platoon with a FF platoon began to swoep north from YD 143597

: with a Co "I" platoon (roinf§ in a blocking position from YD 133607 to

YD 131600, 4t 041809H, the Co "MM platoon and Co MIM platoon linked up and

the sweep cndeds & total of 40 porsons woro detained; 29 wore known male

: rogidents and wore rolcascd; one woman and two men wore procossed through

: District Hoadquartersy cight youhg mon (along with tho six persons appro-

H hended by the huntor/killer toam) were processed through U. S. chapnols

: at District Hoadquarters. 4t 041530H, a Co YIM hunter/killer teoam viein-

‘ ity ¥D 155620 rocoived a heavy volume of cstimated 82mm mortar fire from
vieinity YD 174628. Artilleory and 8lmm mortar missions were called ree
gulting in three encmy KIA's confirmed and onc 82nm mortar tube destroyed

: confirmod by tho 40, The hunter/killer toam meved to vicinity YD 150620

s whoro they spotted six porsons apparontly obsorving C-3. The persons

: wore apprchonded and roturned to C-3, 4t 042150H, Co LM relaycd a re-

: port of an NV4 battalion crossing tho rivor at YD 126599 and reguestod

H continuous 8lmm illumination and an artilleory mission. Tho mission was

: fired with negative sightings. 4t 042200H, two Co "L" LF's reported

activity to the front and around the village. Tho two activitios wore

pulled in and illumination was firod. No further movemont was obscrved.
4t 042213H, Co "M" spotted movomont of ono porson moving into a trec line
at YD 115597 with a NOD, 4n 81mm mortar mission was callod and endod by

District Headquartors after only one round, 4t 0422330H, Co “WL" spotted

four persons 20 meters cast of tho porimector at District Headguartors,

8181l arms were fired by solected riflemen and ono man foll. The arca

was checkod at first light with ncpative results,

5Mars One platoon (reinf) patrol, threo platoon patrols, ono squad OP,
V-7
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ono-fl "tc* 'ngkeight squad night ambushcs and five firc team night LP's

ré ucted.. Pne platoon and one squad wore provided for road swoeop

ord. con

%ﬁﬁqgngineergéqﬁﬁiiﬁy. At 051030H, offorbs wore made in cooporation with
thé‘ﬁigtrict*chiégiyffgccover the Marinc bodies from Co "LM'g contact of

4 March.u?Friéhévyfg%Vjiéans worc to attempt tho recovery, At 051230H, the
civilians returhod dnd Teported a platoon to a company sizo onomy unit had
preparcd an ambush’sito,and would not allow romoval of the bodics. 4n
artillery mission"&nd.an -8lmm morter mission woro called on the area at

- 051235H, 46 rounds of 8lmn mortars and 25 rounds of 105mu artillory were

firod with good target coverage. Onn NVA killed was confirmed by the 40, -
4t 051055H, a twin 4O fron the road swocp hit a ninc abt ID 132625, at a
point previously swept, resulting in one ninor WIA. The twin 40 was in-
operable and was retrieved by two tanks and roturned to C=3 for repair,

4t 052030H, the tower spotted movement through a NOD at YD 113603, 30
rounds of 8lmm mortar HE were fired with good target coverage. The results
are unknown,

6Mart Four platoon patrols, one squad (reinf) patrol, one squad OP,
two fire team OF's, nine squad night anmbushes and five fire team night Li's
were cchducteds One platoon and one squad were provided as road sweep and
engineer sccurity. 4t 060905H, the road sweep found an 4F mine on the MSR
(Route 561) at YD 145614, The ninc was dostroyed in placas &b 061015H, -
Co "K", at CGAP #3, received 30 to 35 rounds of estinated 85m to 100mm are
tillery from an azimuth of 5900 mils. 4&n artillery mission was fired and
one secondary explosion was obscrved. [t 061540H, a Co "I gquad OF obe
served two rounds of unknown calibor incoming artillery impact at YD 128625
and YD 134626. The OF was rclocated 50 meters and continuecd its nission,
Lt 061745H, Co K" approhended two VO suspects whon thoy were obsorved
¢léering the areca of civilians prior tc incoming artillery., The suspects
were turned over to District Hoadquarters, At 06210(H, a Co "I squad.
ambush spotted and fired upon throe poople noar YD 136625 while mving into
the ambush sites Tho cnemy roturned fire with emall arms and ten grenades.
The area was checked at first light with ovidence of seven or oight poople
found,

7Mar: Threc platoon patrols, one squad patrol, one squad OF, four fire
team OF's, eight squad (roinf) night ambushes and scvon fire team night
Li'ts were conducted. Ono platoon and ono squad were provided for road
swoop and ongincor socurity. &t 081350H, a Co "I platoon patrol found an
NV4 platoon size complex of camouflaged fighting holos onc to two woeks old,
with signs of recent occupancy, at YD 128625, Tho holes had rear oxits but
wore without overhead cover. The arca was mearched with negative rosults,
The holes wore destroyed. &t 081500H, Co WK™ found two ChiCom cerrated
type A nmincs at YD 202594 The mines werc lying in the open and were not
armeds Tho mines were blown in place, :

9Mar: Onc platoon patrol, threc squad patrels, four firo tean Oi's,
six squad night ambushes and five fire tean night Li's were conducted,
One platoon and one squed werc provided for rozd swoep and ongincer so-

curity. 4t 090300H, Go "MP 3/4 was chopped from 374 UFCON 1o 4th Marincs
Iv-8
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?gd? an operation with 2/9 vieinity YD 135552, At 091745H, the tower at
1gtrict Headquarters received two rounds of sniper fire from a tree
ati¥D 123591, The area was swopt with negetive results, fit 091940H, the
tower at Distriet Headquarters recoived six moro rounds of sniper fire
from the samo area and frop north, south and west of tho perimetor, Fire
was roturnod by snipers on suspected encny positions, Theo area was swept
with nogative results, &t 092220H, Co "KM, at CAP #3, roceived three

rounds of wnknown caliber incoming artillery or rockets from an unknown
location, :

o 7

10Mar: One company (-) patrol, two platonn patrols, one squad petrol,
four fire team OF's, four squad night ambushes, and seven firec tean night
LP's wore conducted, One platoon and one squad werc provided for road
swecp and ongineer security, 4t 100915H, Co "™M" 3// was chopped from 4th
Marinos OTCON to 3/4, 4t 101130H, the road sweop north of the MSR (Route
561) found three AT mincs and Ewo booby traps vieinity YD 131625, The minos
wore Russian made T™e41's, The bcaby traps were constructod of C-Ration
cans rigged to % pound blocks of TNT with pull fuzes, designed to detonata
if the cans were kicked or picked up, The mines and booby traps worc de-
stroyed in place, ALt 100930H, a Co "™ squad provided sccurity for retricval °
of & 2/12 truck which had burned over at YD 148585, The truck was recov-
orod and roturned to Dong Ha, &t 102100H, a Co "IM gquad ambusk en route
to its night time position spotted six encny vieinity YD 135610, The ’
onowy was onglged with M-79 rounds, 60mm mortars, M-42 (twin 40's) and
tanks with good target coverage, The enemy ran into a houso., The arce
was chocked at first light with negative rosults, .

. 11Mar: Threo platoon patrols, one squad patrol, one squad OF, three
fire team OF's, six squad night ambushes and seven fire toam night II'g
wero conductods One platoon and onc squad were provided for road sweop an
and ongineer sceurity, A4t 111805H, an FO observed one porscn at YD 128617
sniping at vehicles on Route 561, 4n artillery mission wae callod and
14 rounds woro firod with good target coverage, The sniping ceased,

... 12Mar: Omo ‘squad 02, thrco fire tean 0. 's, 'six squad night arbushes
and four firo tear night Lits wero conducteds Ono platoon and cne squad
wero provided for road sweop and ongireor security, at 1202108, two
trip flarcs on the perinetor syire at 0-3 went off at YD 137613. Two gre=-
nades and five rounds of small arps were fired, No novement was :
4t 121045H, a two company body recovery operation (ggeration Order 5-68) -,
was postponed due to adverse weather, At 121920H, CAP #3 received four

to five rounds of gniper fire from the north side of the Cam Lo River,

Tho fire was returned with two rounds of 3/5 fire (one WP, one HE) and 22
rounds of artillery (HE) with good target coverage and unknown results,
4t 122030H, a Co KM squad anbush spotted an estinated platoon size eneny
forco at YD 176584, moving toward CAD #3. 4n artillery mission wag called,
26 rounds of nixed HE, VP, #nd WP and two rounds of illunination were
fired with good target coverage., Screans were heard during the fire
nissions The aroa wag checked; no bodies or weapons were found, but drag
rmerks were observed., 4t 122200H, three males (12-15 year) wore Hatoinsl
and turned over to Digtriet Headquarters. They wore élagsified as innocent
civilians and roleased to the National iolice at Digtrict ﬁeadquartorsﬂgq .

e

LMN@MSSUHE@* fE-(iLI :

commpmdam el e e e B LT

 Iv9

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

e g
13 Mar: qlTh]:ée tire tean OP's, seven squad night ambu:shes, and seven
fire toam- n;gh't s were conducted. One platoon gnd one squad were pro-
vided.. for roag dweep and engincer security. Two company tank-infantry
dy rec ver”y operstion was conducted in accordance with 3/ 4 Opergtion
rder 5- 8e At 130950H, Co "K" recovered four Marine bodies, from Co "L%'g
,contact “of 4 Mgrch, at YD 10660%. Sesrch of the area did not reveal the
other two bodies. The bodies were sent to "DW Med. Co "KY reowived
eight suspected incoming rockets from YD 095615 and four rounds ¢f 82mm
mortar fire and eight rounds of unimown caliber extillery, one minor
WIA. was sustg;nad 38 rounds of counter=-batiery fire were fired by Btry
"D 2/12 with unknown resultss At 1316151, automatic weapons at Yg
196597 were detected firing on a vehicle on Route 9. 4 60mm morte} mission
‘was fired w:.th good taxget oove: age “and unknown rosults.

14Mar: Two platoon pa.trolel. ona chlad patrol, four fire tegsm OP'a,
six squad night amushes and sevén fire team night IP's were conducted.
One plntoon -nd one squad were providad for road sweep and enginmer security.
At 140825H, threo mala porsons, ages 17, 18, and 19, were detained. One
had an ID, two had pspers. The three porsons were turned ovsr to District
Headquarterse The persons were identified as college students snd were
relaased to the Nationel Police. At 141130H, during removal of mines at
District Hoadquarters, one mine-oaxploddd killing threec persons, one
from 11th Engincer Bn, and two from ist .Amtrao Bn. At 142050H, Co "Lt
spotted two suspectdd cnemy in the opens “he area wgs taken under fire with
six rounds of 60mm nortar HE with good target coverage. The arca was
checked at first light with nogative resultse At 1421258, Co "K", at CAP
#3y reoeived 25 rounds of estima,tec'l incoming 60nm mortar fire that fell
ghort of the perimeter wire. 4n artillery nmission was ceglled in. 25
rounds of HB were ;’ired with ‘good target covarnge and unknown danages- A%
142}051, G0 WKW “ibush adtoctsd hoveneht of approximpfeiy ‘Beven’ Briery in
the vicinity of YD 177583-‘ 4 '60mn Horfar mission was adjested ortd the
ggrget areo.. po —;.re' L WAS' checked at flrst l:.gh% wi th negative Tesults.
D Tend Vaie R NUR XOROTRTE PEREnG BaRlen,” fron o MWy
45M.=:cz Throe platoon pg.troLs, one sq}.zad patrol, three fire tean -
op é'eight sgmﬁ night ambushes and ‘five fire beari night 1¥'s wore conduct-
evi- ‘one platoch gnd ofic’ sguad werg provided for road swecp and enginger
B4duTritys AT TH1 33, o Co o Qq.trol ‘found distinot sneaker footprints
of four or five persms howﬁng wegt on _“t‘he tank tl'a.ll ncim.ty YD 124526-

e ?'KLI'.M_‘L‘ i MaRT

i 16149::: Two' platoon uatrols, two squad pa,trnla, one fire tean 0P,
nine sq}hd night anbuahea and five fire teegn night LP'a ware conducted.
One platoon and ong "sqiiell "wore grovided For rodd Wwedp wnd enginder’seciir-
ity. Ay 16110CH, = Oo "M" patrel ‘found two shells, spparchitly priners
for nortars. at YD 168611 it 161 225{ G—S received two roude of est- -
m%ted 82—:1 nortar Tire fron g\n uhknown position, At 161 1[503, % cc "I"'
pibr.l found threeé froshly dug ffgh"t;.ng holde 41 20dd, 4 Tong and
{re 7t YD 124616 Tho arce was chedked out with negative results. “mi‘
162110H, & Co "I¥ gnbush en route to tho ‘gubush &ite at YD 133625, heard
novitient to ‘the Front 'n{ld oponéd fing with aigll’ ams and M-79 rounds and

73 ‘ived return £ e ambush novea on line and swept through the * .
¥ L £ e W %I} N0 B 113. o
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enemy.pcs;.‘tm}izv?esulting in two N4 KIA oonfirmed, and twe AK-47's and
nigeellaneous’ equipnent captureds At 162345, a Co "I¥ anbush spotted
three perscns coning down Route 561 fron the north %o check out the bodiea
fropn the previous anbush. The gnbush was sprung. 4 scarch tean went out
ond received one chioccm grenade. The area was searched producing one NV
KI4 confirmed and one SKS carbine casptured. ’

1TMars Two squad patrols, two fire tea, OP's, ning gquad night ambushes,

and geven fire tean night LP's were conducted. One platcon and cne squad

were proviiled for roal sweep and engineer szeurity. .t 17201%5H, as a Co "I®

anbush was noving to its night fine pesition they were erronecusly fired

upon by a second Co "I gnbush that was already in poasition at YD 129621.

One friendly KIA non-hostile resulted. 4n investigation was initiat .d.

18Mar: One platoon patrol, onc squad patrol, one hunter/killer tean,
tirce fire tean OP's, eight squad night anbushes and seven fire tean night
LP's were conducteds One platocn and one squad were provided for road
sweep and, engincer security. At 180830H, District Headquarters reported
having one femgle GVN Propaganda Tean nember at their position with her
throat cut in six places. Relatives reporied that the VG entered the in
Huang hapnlet during the night, placed an "execution tag" on the wonan,
cut her throat and left her for dend. .An emergency ned-evac was requested
and completede At 181246H, five suspects were spotied anong s herd of cows,
apparently observing 0-3, at YD 135625 The suspects were taken to District
Headquarters for interrogation, where they were released to the National
Police as immocent civilians. At 182125, a Co "I anbush, located ~t YD
130626, received several rounds of suspected eneny mortars ground their
position from and unknown directicn. Ihey Menained in position and cone
tinued their nission. '

19Mar: One platoon patrcl, -ne platocn (~) patrol, two squad patrols,
three fire teap OP's, ten squad night ambushes, and fivs fire tean night
LP's were conduoted. One platorn and cne squad were provided for road
sweep and engincer securitye At 191000H, CAP #, personncl observed
several Victngiese carrying bundles on poles. When approached, the Vict-
nanese fled leaving the tundles bohind., The bundles contained two badly
decei posed bodics which were sent to Dong Ha graves rogistration. The
bodics were identified as the Temaining bodies fron Co "L''s confiact of
4 March. 4000 $ VN was paid through the village chiof for recovery of
the bodies, since crordination had been nede through the District hief

to encourage such an cndegvore

20Mer: Three platoon patrols, onc aquad patrel, three fire teen
Or's, nine squad night aabushes, six fire tenn night OP's were conducted,
One platon en? one squad were provided for road sweep and enginecr securlty.
A% 200100H, CLP #1 received four rounds of -60mn mortar fire fron YD 121593
The rounds impacted spproxinately 50 to 100 meters outside the perineter.
Co "LM fired 42 rounds of 60mn HI, six rounds of 60pm illunination with
very good target coverege and unknown results. At 200820H, a Co "I¢
patrol detained three ngle cilvilians age 20 who did not possess ID Cards.
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The detgineé‘s%e turned over to CIT and released as innocent civilians.
At 201050?1,; to 12 rounds of sniper fire and one W round were received
at C-3 frdin right of C-3 vieinity YD 145618 +n 81nm : igeion was fired
mthggo‘ﬁ)::ar et coverage and unknown results. o patrol was sent to check
cout tho aren (negative results) and to establish a day O°. A% 202050H,
a0p "L" Marine was wounded b an accidental discharge while on an IP.

& ned-evac was requeste? and ccorpleteéd at 202220H.

2AMar: Two platoon patrols, three squad patrols, tw, firc teap OV's,
eight squad night embushes and five fire fean night Li''s were conducted.
: One platorn and one squad were provided for road sweep and enginmer
security. At 2204%0H, Co "M" (Reinf), along with Coimand Group "B,
1 departed on g corpany (Reinf) search and destroy operation scuth of Cam
Yu (YD 1862)s At 220700H, Co "M* (Reinf) heard snall ams fire vicinity
183605, The area was swept with negative results. A&t 220713, Co "M"
(Reinf) found several living bunkers at YD 183605. One of the larger
bunkers was blown and Co "M" (Reinf) contimied its mission. it 221000,
all houses snl shelters in Thon Dinh Xa (YD 181595) were burned. 4t 221045H,
gll units involved in the operation had returned to their positions. A%
22180CH, gn FO in the tower at C-3 called an artillery mission on seven
suspected NV at YD 117612, The area was checked with negative results.
At 222115, 2n FO in the tower at C-3 spotted suspected eneny movenent at
YD 113615¢ +#n artillery nission was called and ten rounds of HE were
fired with good targat coverage and unkncwn resultse At 222158H, anFO
in the tower at C-3 spobtted suspectsd enemy movement at YD 102605. Tight
counds of 105 illunination were fired with negative sightings.

23Mar: Two platoon patr:ls, three squad patrols, two fire tean OP's,
two squad night ambushes and four fire teasn night Lu's were conducted.

One platosn -nd one squad were provided for roed sweep and engineer sece-
urity. At 231200H, 3/4 $ock over operational control of C-2 fronm 2/1. b
2312148, twc suspects ages 15 and 21 wore apppehended by the 3/4 road
patrol at YD 148617, The suspects were taken to District Headquartors
where they were released by the National Police as innocent civilians.

it 241410, C-2 roceived 11 rcunds of incening 60mnn and 82mn mortars

frrn YD 084657« Counter ncrtasr artillery was fired with good target
coversge and unknown resultse. AV 231530H, C-2 received ten rounds of un~
knbwn caliber inconing artillery, fron = 6000 mil aziruth, resulting in
four WIA'se .Jrtillery was fired with unknown results and en (0 was Tequested.
At 271530H, a sweep of the sampan village west of the Can Lo River Bridge,
in an arca where there is believed to be il.ieit commerce, was ccnducted
by a Co "M" platocn and the National Police. It is believed that the

civilians were warned of the sweep because no contraband was found. Civilians

were intorrogated and warned that the sale of Ue 8. g ods in that area were
illegale’ ‘ ' -

24Mar: Two platron patrols, three squad patrols, three fire tean -
Opfis, seven squad night ~obushes, and seven fire tegn night IP's were —
conductede One platoon and one sqund were provided for road sweep and o
engineer security. it 240200H, a Co "M" I observed four pers-nnel
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noving towar eir position, coning within 200 neters. 'Illu’mnation
was fired aZQC’e no further noveuent was obsorved. At 240720H, thec north
tower pt 2 spotted eneny rockets being fired frun vicinity YD 171646. 4in
art:.;l nission was galled with unknown results. At 241150H, C-2
receiyed three rcunds of estimated 82 inconing mortars fron vicinity

N 2] 134 39 resulting in one WIA :non~evacs An artillery nission was
Gaflod with a roaotion tine of four nimites.e 28 rounds of 10%m HE were
delivered ond adjusted by the towers at C-2 and C-3 with good target cover-
age. The incening was suppressed. it 241730H, C-2 received one
roupd of cgtinated 152un artillery fron gn unknown dircecticn. The towers
at C=2 and 0-3 were notifieds 4t 241920}{, 9th Marines reported a downed
heliorpter at YD 191589. &t 241925, Co "M" sent two squade fren C4P #3 to
provide seccurity for the downed helicopter. At 241940H, 9th Merines re- ‘
ported thet elements of 12th Marines were at the downed helicopter and woull
link up with the Co "M" squadse At 242045H, the link-up between the
Co "M" squads and 12th Marines eclements was corpleted. The units rensined
ag gecurity for the downed helicopter through the night. At 241849,
}/4 assuned QPCON of Co wLt 3/1 and chopped one pl -tocn of Co WLv 3/1
ti 10/ 4 at the C-2 Bridge pbsition, keeping the remainder of the conpany
at C-2.

23Mar: Two platern patrols, two aquad patrols, six fire tean OP's,
seven squad night ambushes, and six fire tegn night LY 's were conducted.
One plate~n and one squad were provided for rosd sweep and engineer sec=
urity. At 2513508, a Co "M" patrol found seven fraesh fighting holes and
one 60mn nmortar pit at YD 176595. The holes were filled in.

26Mars One plateon patrel, four squ~d patrols, aix fire tcam OP's,
six squed mght enbushes anl seven fire tean night LP'a were conducted.
One platoor-& ' one squad were provided for ruad sweep and engincer secur-
ity. At 261000H, 1ab DPlatcon, Co "aA", 1st Bn, 5024 Inf, 2d Brig, 101st
Airborne patrol apprehenied cne Ve saspect at ¥D 114589. Suspect was
taken to Dlstrlct He31q_uarters a,nd relea.sed a.s an innocent clvﬁg_an.

27 Mar: 8o MK" platorn operation (Opuration Long Jurp, Sce Docuren-
tatinn), three platocn pa,trols, four squad patrels, one hurter/killer
tea.u, five fire tean O.'sy six squad night anbushes, a,nd seven fire
tean night Ii's were conducteds One platorn and one squad were provided
for road sweep and engineer secur:l.tyo At 270800H, a Co "’K" patrol found
a whip type booby trap with baibos spikes at YD 124579- “he booby
trap wag destroyed with cne M-26 gredade. At 271100H, Co "K" received _
thrae rounds of ostmated 8onn nortar fire fron 5300 nils. Four rounds of
1050 HIY were fired at YD 116603 ad 18 rounds at YD 105602 with go 4
target coverage and unknown results. At 274 535H, two rounds cf estingted
82un nortar fire was received at the L7 west of C-3. Counter nortar was
fired by 81mr~rtm:s and artillery with good target coversage and unknown
results. 4t 271540H, a 101st Airborne patrol apprehended one VO suspect
about 17 yoars old. The suspect was takon to Digtrict He~dquarters and
relensed as an imnmocent civilian. At 271720H, C-2 received four rounds of
estimatefl 82 mortar fu:e fron 8 4640 nil azirru.th.

s
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28Mar- %ﬂ%ﬁlatoon .)qtr')lsg ‘cne squqd patrsl, one hunter/klller
team, flve fi,re tean Ov's, six squad night ‘artbushes, ?nd eight fire tean
night 0”';7 wWere conducted. One platoon and une squad were provided for
-rOad sw_e_ganand engineer security. At 281040H, a hunter/k:.ller tegn found
tw i;reshly dug fighting holes at YD 099638+ They also found gn O in
& t¥ée with excellent obscrvation of C-2 and two graves narked 37/27 Bn
wﬁd 38/27 Bn. -4t 281145H, C-2 received ten rounds of inconing 82rm nortar
fire fron YD 116654 resulting in 5 WiA's ned=evace .n artillery nission
was fired with go~d target coverage and unknown results. At 281145,
Digtrict Henf’quarters received eight to ten rounds of 120rn morbax fires
resultlng in five WIA's ned-evac and one WIA non-evac. Artillery was fired
with gord target coversge and unknown results. At 28140CH, a nunter/kill-
or bean: received sniper fire fron YD 107637- Pire wgs returned resulting
in one eneny KTA confirmed and artillery wes fired with good target cover=
ages At 28154%, Digtrict Healquarters received thr:e rounds of 120mm
nortar fire resulting in two KIA's and five WIA's ned-evacs Artillery
was fired with good targ t cover-ge and unknown regults. At 281708H,
C-2 received five rounds of estinated 82mm mortar fire from YD 112631.
46 rounds of HE were fired with good target coverage. One secondary
explosion was observed. At 282145, a Co "I' Mzrine has an accidental
discharge while cleaning his pistol resulting in facial wounds. The Marine
wag treated at the BiSe An investigation was initiated. At 282200H,
A TU8=6 picked up novenent at YD 15%15. An 81mn mortar rission was Lired
with gord target coverage. Movement oe-ased. ' ‘

29Mar. One platorn pa,tr"l, one squed patrol, one hunter/killer

team, five fire tean Oi's, six squal night anbushes and seven fire team -

night I¥’'s were conducted. One ‘platcon and one squad were provided for
road sweep and “éngineer security. ut 2810 50H, a Co "IN patrol found a
conpa,ny gize perineter ccnsigting of apnro:unat\,ly 100 i‘lghtgcng holes at
YD 151629, The holes appeared to-be one to two weeks olde “he zrea was
fiatked for HEL firc., 4t 291405&1, 0=3 recéived six rounds of'estinated -
1 %0mm’ mortqr fire fron YD 096623 result:.ng in one EIA, three WIAi's med—
eva.c and one Wl non-evags -Crunter mortar was glred by fir‘t]_lle}’_'y and
81nr1 nortars w:Lth gooa ‘tﬁ,rget coverqge and unknown results. it 291555H,
0-3 reoelveﬂ one round of estimated 120nm mortar fire “fron ar” azimith
[ 9100 nils’ resultlng in two ‘WL \'s nede-avac and three WIA'S i n-evacs
f;rtll i'y’wms flrer‘l wlth g r*d targe% cove' age a,nd unkn resuits. n

i 30Mart Two pla.t"’n P&trf—’ls! th:cee squad patr ls, “one hunter/klller
tenm, “five flI‘\. “fonH Ob's, seven sclua.ﬂ mght gnbushes and six fire tean
nlght LI"s were conducted. “Dne’ piq,tonn and one squad were provided for
road sweep arﬂ englneer securlty. At 301130H, a Co "L" 3/1 Marime was
hit in the n:ms "and face ‘by fragnents ‘froma defective 345" rocket round,
The Marine was trsatod ab the BAS and returned to 3/1 LST. 4n invest-
:Lga,tlon was 1m.t1atca. a8 301 7058, Co "M" personnel on Route 9 received
snipeir fire fron YD 164584+ At the same time, spproxingtely ten wonen
with shildren wete observed darrying twd baskets of beans and six sacks of
I'}lce:"’oowa;\:d the area from which the fire came. "At 301710H, a Co WK! patiecl
a;pprehended four nale civilishs who did not possess ID Cards. The personnel.
were taken to Dlstrlct Hendqua;cters, where they were relessed as inngcent

c;vxln.én‘s.’ o 7 ‘ ) | guiii—— S 7
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31']!19:;'1 “One platoon patrol, four squad pnatrols, gix fire teanm Ov's,
five squad night ambushes snd six five tesn I1''s were conducted. One !
Eplator:n-éﬁ'd one squal were provided foxr road sweep and ensinecr security.

“At 31300H, A bunter/killer tean found the following vieinity YD 106629t

ong, 82un mortar pit with a clear impressiocr cf base plate four to five days
c18; five empdy 82xm fuze cans; five enpty chicom increment cans; 30

black fuze covers; 25 half covered bunkers, 6' long, 4'deep, 2' wide;

25 gpider holes; cne empty 82m cannisters The area was checked with
negative results. At 311029, an A0 spotted what he believed to be fresh-

1y dug fighting holes at YD 450656« . pabtr-l was sent and checked out

. the ares with negative results. 4t 3120%H, Co “K" reported PF-elenénts

in contact with an estinated VC platoon at YD 128600. Co "K" fired 81nn
illuriination and HE and 60nn illunination, resulting in three VC KIA
confimeds At 312124H, a Co "™M" gnbush spotted an estinated ten persendel
noving west to enst vicinity ¥D 135602. The ambush engaged the personnel
with M-26 fragmentation gresndes and snall amas. The arca was checked
under Illurination with negative results. The gnbush moved to a second-
ary anibush site.
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) : SECTION V
PERE 5_‘;% LOGISTICS
s Setania e

4. Canpral

- ‘ . {:}\‘w————-

ﬁ\& & The battalion remained in the C-3, 0-3 Bridge, Cam Lo District
Headquarters, and CAP #3 positions during March., On 22 March the (-2

position was added to the battalions ares of operations, and L 3/1

from the SLF was plsced OPCON to the battalion.

be Daily resupply was conducted over the road to the C-3 position
of supply Classes I, III, IV, and V. The supplies were further gigiri-
buted from thet point to the using units by the S5-4 FuD.

2e Supply
f a» The oversll supply support. during this period was considered
i satigfactory. ‘

bs Some critiéal shori:ages of supplies existed and were reported in
the Logistie Summary Report:

Antenna, AT-2714 Lemp, Incand (81mm mortar)
Motor Transport Repeir Parts Rocket Launcher 3.5
i - Mattress, Pneumatic Rifle, 106mm

ce Other shortsges include:

Claymore mines 8! Stakes

Jre—

3» Transportation

as Motor Transportation support from 9th Motors was fair to satis-
factory. Toward the latter part of March vehicle support was minimsl due
to maintenance problems znd loss of US Army truck support to 9th Marines.

bs The deadline rate for the M-42241 in this reporting period is
forty five per cent; of eighteen (18) M-422A41 vehicles, elght were deed-
: lined. Seven (7) of the eight (8) vehicles are down for 3d echelon re-
pairs. One other vehicle is down for 2nd echelon, and parts hive been
dropped from ocur aceount. Two others have beenplaced on order to Treplgee

theme Two M-42241's have been code X by FLSU and have been dropped from
our gccounts , _

¢e There are 5 communications vehicles in the battalion of which ons
(1) is deadlined. One (1) M-3841 is deadlined for work om the electrical
wiring and is in FLSU gt this time.

E . sgoRep 7
i Vo1 e
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4. The batialion has 30 M-27442 vehicles of which four (4) are dead-
lined. Three’wre down for parts which have been placed on order and ‘one
(1) 1s :L%ELSU for repairs from sn scoident.

‘ /“yme battaiion hes four (4) M-3701 vehicles; three (3) are operation-
X ~éni one (1) is in FLSU for a new engine.

f. There is one luber snd one Steam Jenny in the battalion. Both
are desdlined for parts that are on order.

g Tvo (2) of the six (6) M-107 water~buffgloes are deadlined for
parts which are on ordsrs It is not known how long it will be before
these parts will arrive. -

h. The Motor pool has been split into two (2) shops; one (1) in the
rear ot Dong Ha and one at C-3é glf\e:ee are eight (8) enlisted at both
positions with both positions having the same meintenance copability.

There has beon some success in acquiring mule parts from Army unite in Quang
Tri. Thig is the only source gvailable for these parts.

T

4+ Miscellagneous

~ @s Laundry Service by FLEG-B was reported poor in the March Logistic
Summary Report. Mich clothing has been lost and much of it is returned
dirty. Often the laundry is not ready for pick-up on the designated

dayse

b Tce for messhalle and clubs was also reported as being ingdequate
in smounts and svailability. This oould become a problem with the hotter
wegthers

ce The battalion sterted submitting the new MARES Reporfs on unit
supplies snd equipment readiness. The supply and equipment status
of the bgttalion remgined in the C-1 category during March.

V-2

DECLASSIFIED



IR TR VR LT ) ]

DECLASSIFIED

SRORET. ﬁ; ' . '

SECTION VI

TN
e 4, BOUNURICATIONS & ELECTRONIGS
%’;

? "Me Battalion maintained station on the following radio nets while
on field operations during this period:

Regt TAC # éFM;
Bn TAC #2 (FM
Bn idmin (¥m)

be Additional stagtions manned at the base camp posivion at Cam Lo
Artillery Position included:

Regt TAC #2 gFM_) (RC - 292)
Convoy Control (FM) (RC - 292)
CAP  TAC (Fi1) (RC - 292)

¢e At the Bagttalion forward CP position gt C~2, the Batcalion main-
tains the following stations:

Bn TAC +#1 %FM% €Rc - 2923
Regt T4C 1 (FM) (RC - 292
Convoy Control (FM)

d. The Battzlion Regr at Dong Hap maintained a station on the Battalion
Adminigtration.

e. Supporting arms circuits for gir and artillery were enployed
utilizging FM equipment.

2. Wire

a+ The Bgttalion Rear at Dong Hg maintains wire communications for
administrative purposes and provides two trunksd to the 9th Marines.

be The Battglion maintains an extensive CP wire system at Cam Lo
Artillery position, Cam Lo Biver bridge, and C-2 including laberal trunks,
and connecting trunks with C-2 Bridge.

3. Radio Relays

g. Provides two common user circuits between Cam Lo Artillery position
and 9th Mgrines for exclusive use of this Battalion, although 9th Marines'
end of circuit has been inoperagble a majority of the month. Radio Relay
provides two common user trunks between C-2 and 9th M.rines for exclusive
uge of this Bavtalion. :

VI-1
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4+ Power 3

&
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LT
o e E%ﬁi‘ for the Battalion Rear, Cam Lo Artillery position and C-2
" providegd by the 11th Engineers.
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_ ARTILLERY SUPBORT

G
1., During the month of March, while 3/4 was operating in the Cam Lo
Xomplex and the C-2 area, direct supnort artillery was provided by 2/12,
Calls for fire during this period were enswered by "D" Biry o/12, "B" Btry
2/12, YF" Btry 2/12, '"H" Btry 3/12. Calls for fire were also answered by
LW Btry 4/12, "M" Btry 4/12, and 1st 8" How Biry. These batteries were
assigned genersl and/or reinforcing support migsions as appropriate.

2. While operating in the Cam Lo Complex and the C-2 area, forward obser-
vers in support of 3/4 called in a total of 334 fire missions expending
4,032 roundss An sdditional 4,750 rounds were expended on 897 H&L targetse

% During the month of March, as the positions within the 3/4 A0 began
to experience sporadic incoming mortar or grtillery, steps were taken to
improve our fire support. Principel . g0als weTe to shorten response time,
conduct preplanned suppressive fires, and follow with on call destructive
fires. To achieve these goals, cmphagis was given to the folldwing areas:

ae The uge of tanks to provide immediste fires on preplanned targets
when incoming is taken.

bi Improvement and updating of preplanncd $arget lists in the gounter-
rocket and counter-mortar planse

(1) Better target intclligence through expanded training in crater
Malysise

(2) Direct cooperation between 9/12 and 3/4 in providing analysis
of shell Iragment or fins.

c. Improved radio procedures.

(1) Corr-ct transmission practices,

(2) Inolusion of statement that incoming is being teksn when call-
ing firc mission.

(3) Better description of targets to include long sxis, dircction
of movement, and terrain and vegetation characteristics.

d. Assistance from CMR's (under operstion of 2/12) when consistency
in s fire source is deteccted. ’ T

4s The following ls a summary of artillery support during the month of
Marchs ’ . : - : S

" VII-
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R 4/12
Hpu 4/12
15t 8" How

)
O 3/12 §105§

Batteny

v 2/12 (105)
g 2/12 (105)
upn 2/12 (105)
el 3/12 105
v 4/12 (155
e 4/12 (155)
18t 8" How
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Rounds Expende
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2%
586
267
604

75
121
A3

4032

Rounds Expended
1238
820
790
672
450
. 540
240
4750
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BN 2 IR SUPPORT
_., 2g@uring the month of March 1968, 3d Bn, 4th Marines was pgesigned the
~defense of the (am Lo ares, requiring a minimum of -air support. Weather

“during this period was favorgble for all air mission requested.

(N4

34 Battelion, 4th Merines requested a totgl of 22 med-evacs and 3
VR's during this period, these were carried out with g minimum delay.
During this period 3/4 was also given the missions of 1ifting 23 Bn,
1st Marines from C-2 artillery position gnd the lifting of units of the
101 st Airborne. These were carried out with o minimum of delgy =and were

contrclied by 3/4 personnel.

During this period 3/4 requested 25 AD's to make VR's of patrol
routes and to recon our area of operation, 40's again proved valugble
in gpotting enemy positions, and in controlling airstrikes and artillery
migsions egainst these positions.

The following is a summary of the air support given o 3d Bnm,
4%h Marines quring the month of March.

Iype Reguested Remarics
Figed Qing 1 Requested by A0's on

targets of opportunitye
Total BDA for ell fixed
wing strikes our ares

was 3 Bunkers destroyed,

4 Bunkers damaged, 20
fighting holes destroyed,

4 secondarye

© AQ's aircraft 25 Spotted enemy positions
c and controlled artillery

end air strikes.

Resupply None None
Medevacs 22
Troop Lifts : 4 Lifved out 2/1 from

f~2. Lifted units of
1018t Airbornb and
TR fronC-3 end 0~2.

SAR None

TPQ's 130 ) 30 gonducted in support
of 3/4.
VIt
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SECTION IX

MEDICAL AFFAIRS

1 ShuFing the month of March a rear BAS was naintained at Dong Has A
forward BAS functioned at C-3, supervised by the Battalion Surgeon. On
March 23d another BAS was catablished at 0-2 with three corpsiells a two
man BAS was initiated at Cam Lo River Bridge position for purposes of

- Mpd-Cap in the nearby villages.

2. Shortly after the beginning of the month, Med-Cap's were begun.
Tege wore conducted by the battalion surgeon at Cam Thei, Father Co's
Catholic Mission in the Cam Lo Refugee Village, and in the Montagnard
Refugee Villages Corpsmen conducted a daily Med-Cap in Cam Thai. 48
of March 25, %61 Vietnamese patients were seen by the Battalion Surgeon
and 185 by the corpsmen for a total of 646, 4 total number of 102
civilians were vaccinated against cholera.

Ze Common problems encountered by the Medicgl Department weret

ae Oééésw_rm,shqve been reported, but the problen is less since
the instiution of rat traps.

bs About the middle of the month the possibility of a cholera epidemic
in the Refugee Village arose; although these were no proven cases up-
dating of cholera vaccination wag initiated for 600 txroopSe

¢. Many of the heads sre being repaired, primarily by screening and
replacement of missing boards.

E]
3
3
i
i

1 4s There were 4 WLA corpsmen during March.

5. The persomnel situstion is as follows:

a« Persomel Transferred 0
be Personnsl Reeccived 0
oo Tumber of Péersomnel on 59 Enlisted
Board o 1 Officer
1%
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T ;%%@ CIVIL AFFAIRS

13, REIations between 3d Battalion, 4th Marines wnd the village and hamlet

officigls of Cam Lo snd Cam Thai continued to be excellent. Military and
civil affairs activities are cogrdinated between the commgnd and the Senicr
Army Advisor, Cam Lo Digirict, and the Cam Lo District Chiefa

2+ Civil Affairs Activities. Med-Caps were conducted by the Battalion
Surgeon and coordinated with the Cam Lo Vistrict Headquarters. The Can

Lo Distriet Medical Officer, six PF corpsmen and two Vietnamese Catholic
nung zided the USMC persomnel in med-caps and were given detailed explanations
on diagnosks, and proper treatment of umisual casess This type of Civil
Affairs activity in proving to be the best neseived project in this areas.

On seversl occasions, information was gathered ~h-wt VC arti+ tv in the

Cam Lo Refugee Village during the med-cap. <2 "o A sy, To
insure that med-cap activities were not duplicabed in w.e Cam Lo Refugee
Village gll ned-caps were coordinated with 8-5 4th Marine Reginent. As a
result of the tsalks, the 4th Marine Regiment will med-cap in the Cam LoO
Refugze Catholic Sector and the An Ca Montgnard Village. Cooperation and
joint efforts will continue between 3/ 4 and 4th Marine Regiment with the

goal of achieving a better Civil Affairs progran for the Can Lo Refugee Areae

Toward the enéd of March intelligence and agent rcports showed an in-
cresgc of NV'A/VC activity around the Can Lo R:fugee Village. 4lso 3/4
received inconing at Cam Lo District Leadquarters, and at Cam Lo Hill.
Mhess two factors hampered greatly med-caps end other Civil Affairs activ-
ities as the Battslion Surgeon, snd corpenon, and other Marines were needed
in their regular roles. However, as the tacticdl situation permits Civil
Affairs aotivities will contimie as a major part of the 3/4 activities in
the Cem Lo Complex. .

4t the beginning of March coordination was effected with CIT personnel
at Can Lo Digtrict Hoadquarters, to screen soveral prospective barbers.
After the screening thres barbers were selected and issued passes identi-
fying then as poreons eligible o cut hair for 3/4s Barbers operate con-
cessions at small fenced in barber shops located neer the gates at Can
Lo Bridge (C-3A) snd Con Lo Hill (C-3). The price of 30 § VN has been
get for s haircut, snd the system has proven to be very satisfactory.

On 12 March the Battslion resumed its AID progran to pay civilians
for filling sandbags. i total of 15,000 $ VN were paid to Can Thai vill-
agers, ot the rate of 1 8 VN rox sanigab filled. On 17 and 21 March, 5-2
soouts held classes on the English language at the Can Lo Ressttlerent
Village (Catholic sector)e The classes were given to first and second
grade students and were very well recoived. On 19 March moterial~ were
obtained and a project initiated to repaire Montagard sdhod? House wiiel
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was danggdd fﬁyﬁ;rﬁlem fire during the TIT offensive. This project is
currently underway with an Cu villagers (Montagnards) supplying all tho
necessary labor. On 21 March the Battalion was able to improve control
on the selling of goods to USMC persomncl. Working with the Can Lo Bistrict
Chief, a market place was esbtablished in a fenoed ares just to the sduth of
the Gan Lo Bridge, Control is exorcisad by 3/4 sentries and visits by
Can Lo Nationnl Police.

1# :

£ter the nirket place had baen establish.A the Ca Lo Digtrict Chief and
the Can Thai Hanlot Chiof passed the word that it was the only asnthori zed
selling place. Coordination wes then cffucted between Cam Lo District
Officials and 3/4, and several raids were cormducted on other vending sites.
During the joint (USMC and National Police) xnids all whiskey and beer
was confiscated and villagers were told tint the unauthorized vending
would stop or they would be arzested. In order to further control selling
a roving pabrolwas established with the spproval of Dai Uy Rep, Can Lo
District Chief, on the road fron C~31 to C-3. Their nission is to stop
all roadside selling to U. S persomnel and to ksep villagers away fron
vohiclese

Catholic services were held for 3/4 personncl at Can Lo Artillery
position and Cam Lo Yistrict Headquarters on 17 and 24 March by Father
Co, n Vietnanose priest fronm thc Cathrlic resettlement villagse The Father
Was delighted to hoelp and 3/4 was grateful for his serviges. On 19 March
two Mprine bodies were recovered by ocivilians of Can Lo ~ efugee Village.
The Battalion showed its appreciation by rewarding each of the eight vill-
agora 2,000 § VN and expressing our sincercst thankse Lhe villagers had
to risk their lives in order to recover the bodies an! showed their gine
cere oconcern for USMC forces. Thes» bodies had nor been found in g pre-
vious sweep through the area and a search by eiviliens had been encouraged,
working through the District Chief.

Conbined nilitary/ civil affairs ncetings were held at the Cam Lo Dis-
trict Headquarters and Cen Lo Hill (6-3) vetween Lt.Ccl Bendell, Connanding
Officer 3/4; Major Hannon, Sénior Army Aivisor; and Dal Uy Rao, Can Lo
District Chief. The discussions centered on: (a) problens involving
civilian sales mctivities along the MSR, (b) Med-caps, and other Medical
needs, and (¢) rilitary activities and employment of combined forces in the
Cam Lo arca.

3, Significant Bvents. Vi-tnanese vendors slong the MSR during the firet
fow wecks of March were openly selling nunerous black narket itens in-~
cluding alcoholic beverages ad nmarijuange Phese gctivities have been
stopped or greatly reduc:d through raids (conducted by USHC personnel and
National Police), and the opening of the authorized, controlled narket.

On 18 M rch, the Can Lo Bistrict Chief and USMC personnel yemoved 3
pig fron a house yard inside the perineter at Can Lp Bridge. he pig had
beon kept at the house after the house had been vacinted. HowsVer, secur- 1
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ity prohiblts civilisns fron entering the perinstor to feed the pige The head
of the house was given a sufficient anount of barbed wire and four eng-

inecer stakes to rebuild his pen and the pig was removed with no apparent

reperoussions.

A continuing problan of keeping children and Vietnsnese civilians
out of the trash dwmp exists. Sentyy posts hav: been cstablished and inter
preters have warned the people to stay away with scme success.

As clothing is sent to the attalion chaplain by churches and indivi-
dusl in the states, goods are disbursed anong those in greatest need

through the 3/4 AID prograi. Packages of clothing and toys are given to

halet chiefs and are then distributed by then to those who are nost in
necd. This progran has concentrated on the 4n Ca Montagnard Village as
nany children in this arca have nothing to weaT. Recently 3/4 was joined
in this progran by Task FPoree Robbie pors mnel and to date nore than 10V
articlos of clothing and toys have been distributed.

The average Viotnrose atitude towsrd the nilitary in the Cli: Ly O
Thai arca rohains passive and hard to judge at tines, but an atmogphere
of fricndship has always prevailed in this area on thegsurface. Relations
were definitely strained during theTiT ~ffengive; however, it is believed
that no lasting gains were naie by the Comrmnistse & sound working ral gbion-
ship with the Gan Lo Pistzict  hief, National Pclice Chief, and the Canm
Dhai Heplet Chicf has prevented sericus incidents and created what is hoped
40 g lasting friendship.

The Cam Lo area is undergoing chenging tines end indigencus percommel
denonstrate varied feelingss The lo g ostablished residents ot ~am Lo lock
unon refugees as intruders, and reject them in social and religitus circles.
This is a najor problen as stteipts are nade to unify the people under
sne oanse behing the Republic of Viet Nam. 4 farther gegraegation of vill-
agers has cone about thr-ugh a constant and ever jncreasing influence of
Montagnard tribesnen who arc a Very independent peple. All of this is
further complicated by the reported nearby presence of gevemsl NVA Gompanies.
The people are divided, confused, and afraids Lvery Aday, howevery through
the effort of U. 8. Civil Affairs projects and GVN suprort of housing and
food necds we arc making strides towarda wnified corrmnity. @1l 3/4 civi 1
affairs activity is closely with the MAGV advisors, and CORRS ~fficers at
Can Lo District Headquariers, coordinated.. ,

4. Psychclegical Warfare Activities, On 9 and 1 Mzroh, the irmed Prop-
agmnda team broadcast five hours of psychologicsl messages partaining

to the TIT offensives Villagers were told the truth abrut the enenies
logsos and told that the Goverment of Viotnam was the real winners On

the sane cocasion as well as during all mod-Caps, 3/4 interpreters told

the pe: ple of rewards being offered for arus and eneny infernation and
atiphasized that the govamnent can help them only if they help the Governnan t.
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T V{@gxgﬁm«s SNOOUNTERED AND LBSSONS LEARND

* as Use of otters was found very effective in river crossings. Their
‘mobility provided for rapid river transit; e.g. using four otters, a
.companfy (-g (reinf) plus 103 Vietnamese detainees were transported across
the Cam Lo River in spproximately 30 mimutes. Their «50 cgliber machine
guns can glso be used to advantage. Using units must ensure secure rive
hegds on both sides of the crossing site.

be When using tanks in coordinated tenk-infantry operations and moving
from covered assembly arcas, move troops out firet independently of the ‘
armor and deploy in preplanned formation then bring up the tanks. This
technique permits continuous tank movement, thus mgintaining the momentum
of the attack. '

ce Most villages are segmented by equared plots of land, fenses and
hedgerows thereby necessitating a flexible formation to properly accom-
plish the miseion. '

In sweeping through a village, rather than having squads on linas,
it was found adventageous to deploy the lead platoon in a wedge formatim
with squads in column, maintaining visual contacts Unit integrity and
security are maintained in case of contact. Of course, the swept ares
mst be thoroughly searched out; the use of phase lines assists in coord-
ingting search and resumption of movement forward.

d, Constant attentionto accountability while on patrol is mandatory --
gtarting with fire tean and squed leaders. When casuslties agre incurred,
the small unit lesder must know which of his men have been evacuated, which
sre walking wounded, and effectives Temaining. Accurate lists of those
evacupted by helicopter must be maintained; this required designation of
oné perscn solely responsible for this function in the LZ.

es Twin 40's and tanks were used as ah "immediate response™ base of
fire. By prior planning, their fires can be ghifted from target to target
in coordination with troop movement. The fires can be increased or de-
creased in intensity to fully complcment preparation grtillery and morta
fires" : : .' v : N . N L D AP Tt ah v LA e O
20 Amughes o e e
ae An ambush can extend its security by émploying s starlight scope .

on egch of the securi‘ty pcsﬁs.
. ‘Wnen sending out a search bdem for purposes of checking the killing
wone it is sdvisable that they fix bayonets as they are apt to encounter
the enemy at close quartebs. ) :

S e NI PRI B

e

" DECLASSIFIED



2y

TR R

" IR R | e s e

SN P U

[T IR IO R YT P T QT e o LR UR T e 1 M YT R T T A Ty T e T AR T
5 v

—~—

1

‘ . S
SECRET, - . ; \\ SOOI e
: P { AN

e e A o e

[ Y —il

I
’\lm—'

DECLASSIFIED

¢+ Contimious emphasis on detailed planning of =smbushes is necessary.
The use of check off lisbs, sample orders, gnd pre-patrol ingpections shoul

be strongly encouraged.

d¢ Coordinstion of ambushes is mandatory. 8uch coordination for each

defensivs position is a responsibility of the perimeter commander -- not
that of a platoon conmander mgnning just one sectionof the perimeter, even
though the gmbush mey originate from that nlatoon.

3s Comrmnicationg

More use should be made of radio silence gnd deceptive transmissions.
For example, when a unit moves out on an operation at an egrly hair, con-
tinue %0 call Mall secure" perimeter situation reports within the unit and
to higher anthority, so asto make it sppear to any monitor that the unit

is still in place.
course.

e ;

Such planning mst be coordingsted in advance, of
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