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1. DeBignation/Locatic~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

8,. 3d Batta:tion ~ 4·1.~~ Mar:ines 

• 

b. B.ll~ 689 (xn flOLHt'9J 1 .. ~.1 Mtw), Hill 552 (Xl) 82?402, 1- 4 Ma.V') 
16 - 31 MaY), Khe Sa'1h Gor:b at Base (1.. 4 May) t Hill 471 <-XI> 848 ,95, 
~l M&.Yh Hill 88l S.:'Utl1 (X'D 7764,8, 31 ME\Y), ~ang Tri Provinoe, Republio 

• 

~f Vietnam. 

2. Period Covered in R'2.Q.91.',,1f .i:. •• 32. Hay 1968. 

,. Ei11~t A~sigr~~1~ 

ao Commanding Officer 
b. Executi ve Officer 
Cs- S-l 
d • 2.-2 
e. S~3 
fo 3-4 

g. OOI!lillO 
h. co H&SCo 

it CO Co "Ill 
j. co Co ~~;~ \ ~ 

k. CO Co 1"'1\ J.l 

1. CO Co nr" 

1 - 31 May 1968 
1 .. ,1 May 1968 
1 .. 31 May 1968 
1 .. 31 May 1968 
1 - 31 MeY 1963 
1 - 4 May 19G8 
5 - 19 }lav 1968 

20 - 31 MaY 1968 
1 - 31 May 1968 
1 - 19 MaY 1968 

20 ••. 3i MaY 1968 
1 - ;51 l>:Iay 1968 
1.. }L Ma;v 1968 
1 "' 31 May 1968 
1 - 4 May 1968 
5 .. 1-3 May 1968 

}4 - 31 May 1968 

1-1 

1. teol F. L. BOURNEl Jr. 
Maj J. E. MElAD 
lstLt J. A. P AlUQiE. 
lstLt J. C. DJ:f 
l1a.j V. E. FIRNSTA}IL 
Capt J. D. OARR 
lstLt J. O. SINGER 
lstLt W. S. SELLERS 
Capt J. B. iiIATJEN 
lstLt W. S. SELLERS 
Capt J. B .. VH.A1EN 
Capt M. A. SEX'20N 
Q ap t S. E. '.llI01.fAS 
Capt J. L. MCLA.UGHLIN 
lstLt E. N. FIERTZ 
CaPt J. D. CARR 
Capt VI. J. MCARDLE 

£-~-~ ~,- _ .. 
..... -

l!lNoLOStIRE (1.) .. 
____ ~~~~-_____ .....!!e.w.i121~---1. 
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;,.., . 

'. / . 
, 

, 1 .. <12!?1,!cementtt!!~~iv§1 

is.. USMO Enli ste-'1 
b. USMC Officers 
c. USli Fn1..isteri 
d. UfPi O.+:.r~_o9r~ 

a. USMC Enlisted 
b. US10 Officers 

166 
4 
4 
1 

72 
3 

~.. OtheF' persn.rmel Lo Baas - .. ~~ .. 
8- ~:.:.'m8fer ~J Serv:i..ce Records 

(1) Ur?HC Fnlisted . 

....... 
" tl USMC lihli .ted 25l 

2" 'JSMO Officers ' 
,) 'G'SN Enlisted 6 
'4) USN Offioers ,.lL 

("h KiJJ.ed : r Action ' 

~lj Us..~C Enlisted "iJ 
2 USN' Enli sted 1 

d. Humsni ta;riall Transfer " ... 

{l) USN Enlisted 1 
" 

a. Non-battle Casualties 

~ll USMC Enlisted . 9 
2 U$~ Officers 1 

., ' ; USU En1 i f!ted 1, 
, 

f. In tre. Di vi s1onjReg:1ment TrI':l1 &ters 
. . .... 

~l} 1JaMC: I!htli.ted 41 
2 USMCf'O!ficerri ~. 

, (} USN Fnli stad , ~ 

1I-1. 
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• 
4. 

5· A:yerege Monthg Strength 

a.. USMC Enlisted :0'29 
b. US1-fC Officers 34 
o. Umf FiUisiE:Q 54 
d~ USN Officers 2 

6 .. ~":}lIel Sp:or_~~1! 
Number 

a. O'inGer", ~ 11CS Needed 
..-~ --:~' apt 0'302 1 

Lt 0'30'2 7 
. Lt 0301 2 

Number 
,b. E:n1isted .~ l'!Q§, !~ded 

Sgtllfaj: 9999 1 " 

lstSgt 9999 1 
GySgt 0;59 1. 
SSgt 0;59 2 
Sgt 0311 6 
Sgt 0331 22 

7. Persor)l'l81 a.dministrat.ion during the month of May continued :to 1mprova. 
The Battalion for the fourth conseouti ve month maintained a. unit diary 
error perc':!~"tsge of less than 1.O%c . This i.s in keep·ing with the Comm::.nd­
ing General.is desiref 0asuiLty reporting continued to imprave by. as­
signing a ~jwice-wounded Marine to the casualty receiving station at· ":on 
Medical. COlllPalW, Dong Hat His primary duties are reporting Battalion' , 
casual.ties to th~ S-~, tating charge of weapons and 782 gear of the . 
Battalion ant assisting in unloading of med-'evacs. Communications con- . 
tinued to l'c rcor between the re~ and for'ward areas, however, by making 
dai~, cQur.~,e:r. :CUllS't it has"not caused a great delay in processing ad- . 
mini strati ve material. Oro ss- training is being conduoted wi thin tha S-l 
and all adminis+rati va p'ersonnel are currently qualified to do a.t .least 
three jobs end 311.. adm.il'list:::-ative personnel a.:re qualified in oasUal ty 
reporting~ . "~~._~' 

... 
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SECTION III 

1.' :r~~.o The \e:O:ain ).1:: the vicinity ci' Hill 6~9' (XD 80540'0 O«I\ia .. · 
of rollir.g hals aid dense undergrowth. The hills,.are general.~· nat 
with spars.e vegete,l;ion on the crests and tall. elephant gra.ss on the 
slopes- V~ley8 are generally na.t with thiok underbrush. oonsiuting 
of high elephant gras~~ short busby trees and thick. shrubbery. ,StreaillS 

, offer no obstsole9 b::,ing s~rt.ft and narrow. They' provide a gOod source 
of drinkir~ )~"'lte:r iben 11$: .~}:::':::Je is used • 

. 2- lieathex:. The weather f.J:i: the area oonsists of hot daYS wittl highs 
in the upper 90's fild moo,erate nights with lows in the mid 70's. Light 
rain oan be e~ected at 8PY time. Tl,e humidity averP.geB 85 'fo-

. . . 
~- The following is the or-ier 'of be,tUe for tile The Sanh area. for MaY' 

• 1968 a ... "'-

" 

.. ~ 

lIeadquarters, 304th Div;i,dion' a.t XD 12.;9 
';7th Regime..l1t, 304th DiYision at ).:l) 8028 
68th Artillery Regiment, ;04th m.vision at Y.D 7040 . .., 
Headq,ua,rters, 3250 Division at Xl) 8744 , . 

. UnioE--..n-l;.i.fied :?latocm, 3250 Division at.' JeD 8242 
tfui:lei'1tified Cr:mTii!l3', 3~50 Division e.t XJ) 8037 
66th l:-'v".A. Regiment 8..t Xu 7316 
304m ]'):fA R, gi.n:ent 'at XO 1257 
808th NVA R~gimel1t at ,XI) 6;!1.3'~ 
68th. A.rt.nlery .Bat'i:;n.Uon_:~t XD 74'4 
Unid~ntif:Led Ea.ttalbn at XD 8545 

j . 

4. The fcJ b,·r,i,X'.g' B,:e mortc;r, rocket, wti:LJ.ex;r a..'1d e,n:ti-aJXcre.f't 
posi".iionr- at'~~~oting the 3/4 ~p t 

e.~ Mortar. !l0sHions~ 

745401-
'1G 7392-
773403 . 
781382 
7855-82 . 
785~5' 
786386 

b .... Ro~t po a! ti.onB~ 

746494 

J, . 

.. 

754404 
756304 
769401. 

. ,. , . 

Jwi~~~@ 
';mN<U>SUR1l ' _ . IIL-·l 
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d. Anti-aircrett p08i tiona: 

777412 
717416 

• 

5. The l~Y.l h-.d:erA :1-"1 t .. "~ .\i::'6 Sarli area are genercl1Y "tell construoted 
-wi. th thicl.: r. ;(',·:Lnea.ds of ].::<L's.' Oa.mb0 o~ and dirt, with occl'J.Bional engi:n.­
e~ stakes a,."1.d sand bags/) ;J!hese bunkers will generally withstfit'Jdartll­
lary 'and 'Jir strikes excep~ :or direct hits.. Thinkers were rouncl by this 
:Battalion at the followir.g places: 

785423 
78940 3 
801402 
805406 

806401 
81.0407 
812404 
812408 

81.}394 
814397 
81540l, 
ai8407 

'819399 ., 
820}95 
6244.06 
a26~94 

6. ![his Battalicn capwcd severa.'. nc;;'i chicom gr~ada!t~ Thesegrensdes 
have threads on the outsida of the c;y-linder on the tOPt threads on. the 

, inside' of the cylinder on the bottom and al"e flared at the bottom. It 
was disc:;"v8red thn,t 1:(19 handle oou} .. d be scrm~'Cd out or .the grene.de~t . 
&lOwing J."8JIDVal of t:::3 fuzfJ~ and -tl1.?,1i the grena.des could be sc:r'ewed 
together b form· I]. ~n t£ gTooadeth It fa 'beli eYed that the gx'enades ~ 
oan. be usea in chains of two c:c three to provide. a. more damag!nB' effect, . 

. ' and that a. chain of ei'ght, ten 0:;:' more could be used M. a. b!;l1galore . 
torpedo. . , ... ' 
7. l?rif5~' This Battalion capture{i' six NVA d~ing May- 1968 • 

. ' ~~ Tl-tc ii:L"st NVA was captured a,1i 06200 on 19'Ma;y- 1968~ when he'· 
anteredthe Co n~1t perime1ior mi~~~01u1y believing it to 'be his own. 
He stated tha.t ,he belonged to the bt ~a:ttalion, 5th Reg:imant •. The . 
POW's unit ct'Jl!e f~om Hanoi app-roJdmate1y the Jl1iddle of Ma:reh '1968 •. His . 

,- canp~ headquArters was lOCated at XD 81540,. Hia comp!'lJ:lY' hA.8 tWo " 
1Jeutenants loft. The POW had seven chioom grene.des~ one Soviet liE.-47 
rine with two maga.zines !!lld 1 ~O rounds. . 

. . 
b. Four. NVAt throe of thGII badly wounded ~ ca,ptured, b.Y' 0'0- ItIIt, " 

at 1J) 819402 at nooo on 19 Ma,y 1%8. One additional NVJ. was CA;Ptured 
. at l:14:;Eon 19 M!\y 1968 at XD 821401. 

. .' . .. ' . 
. . (1) (he or the NV'A, o!,ptured at 110m ~ PP'O Phai ,lU_' ~tUng - , 

of the 1st Company. 1st Ba.ttalion, 'Jd ]m.tta1ion~ ~1th DiViston. He 
was aJ1 aJl]IllUl1ition ce.rrler for 60mm mortf:ll'B with t the 15th 8~ad.' 2d 
pl.a.toon t)f the 1st Company. He stated that tile ,1st COmptJ'!Y's ~a of 

, operation was Hill 552 And tbe company V a mission' RUl. 552-

" 

He e,l.so s9,i.d tha.t the 1st Clompq-t s base was ~t 

III •. 2 
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itM~~~!!!:!·-· ,... 
I " h' = ~t moral. in the l!lt CeoIi>_ '18 his!> be 0 101 •• thO!" .". 
i ~l1ing ma.n;y ARVN' 9 and AJDel'!.ioanslt • The POW ha.d trained for on& 
~ IlDnth in Baa Thai. Province, then cgne south by a :road called Gia 
~ Lieh through Laos, taking orie and one half' months. Upon arrival in 
~ early Mey in the Khe Sanh area, the unit was split up for replaQemente .. 

~ · · 

=. 

! 
i 

! 
i 

• ! 
i 
• 
! 
• 
~ 

i • ~-

! 

(2) The l;;:!t. ca,pt'tU'ed s:t 114~, was pvt Dao xu.~ Dan of the 1st 
Company, 7i;!1 Battalion, 3d Regiment, 304th Division. He was a mort~ 
section leader with the 2d section, lOth squad of' the 1st Company. !Il1a 
POW stated that the 1st Company's area of operations is Hill 552 and 
the company's mission is tj take Hill 552. He said the morale is very 
bad in the 1 e-t COJ.l{:,?811;:r 1)'0'. ';F,·~e th8 men are afraid of the artillery and 
bombing~ llt~t:i ;pOW had ~~1";;;'::.~~ fo::: :me month in 2h8i Nguyen Province, . 
then came So'\:!,tb. by a r';iad C12/.L,d G:Lo L.bh (possibly Gis. Lien, see above) 
through LaOS taking three apd Ol1e l1alf months. Upon arrival in ea;t'ly 
MaY in the Khe Sanh area, the unit waS apE t up for replacements. 

8. The following is a list of gea:r captured by- this Battalion during 
May 1968J 

NVA Helmet 
NVA Pi the Helmet 
6(}r,1m Hortar Bounds 
60mm Mortgr 111ze~ 
60rr.z:1, Mort9.X' T!l.bs 
82r0Jl r':Cl:ta,'t" Row.d::,' 
82mm Hoc.:tar Fuxes 
Rice 
Salt 
Grain 
lUiG Launchers 
Infra:-red Scope for RPG- rJ~mcher 
RP.G- 2 ~·,'r.:nuni'hion 
BPG- 2 ]008ters 
:a:?G-2 FUzes 
Ea.ngalore Tnrpedoes 
ReD ~fachin e Glm s 
RPD Nach:in e G:m Drums 
,A!{-4·7 Rifles 
.Al{,-47 ~1aga?iine8 
SICS Rifles 
7.6 2mm J.:mm1lni tion 
ChiCom Grenades 
NV.A Cunteens 
lIT,,'\. Ca."! teen Pouches 
NVA. Ponchos 
NYA Pacb.l 
NVA Entrenching Tools 
1!iv,A Rubber Stretchers 
Lens P 8;per 
Rioe :Bags 

III-, 

22 
8 

97 
16 

1 
108 

55 
37 1bs. 
21bso 

. 4 1bs. 
·2 
1 

24. rounc.:l i 

1'; 
2' 

5' 
4~ 
5·\ 
8 t 

59 . 
7 . 

2,927 rounds 
136 

8 
; 
2 

19 
11 
1 
1 case 
1 
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Corom Ti:ire 
Ho Ohl Shoes 
EalllIllOCk:::; 

Blasting 'JaDS' 
.. Medict;ll Jl:~ ts. 

Asso::ded Medical GeaJ~ 
Eating utensils 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
12 

2 pr.. 
1 pro 
:2 rolls 
2 oans 
6 
7 
1 roll 

272 Ibs. 
"400 ft." 

211r. 
4 
4 
3 

.Assorted Wi <Books 8J.ld Documents 
Assorted NVL Clothing 
.Assorted NV A. 782 Gear 

.. 

\ 

I 
. I 

I 

, . .. 

1:0:-4 
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~TION..!! 

QJJmiA.TIONUND TE1A.INI~ 

1,. '. The follm,ring training 'ltlas conducted by 3d Battalion, 4th. Marines 
"during ~' 1S'6Ss 

UNIT ~UBJ1I!9! 

FiTTt. .Ald 
" Scor: .. -I;:':t;g and. P[\t:rolling 

l'!ed-evaC Prooedl:.!:'es 
1t;e apons e ... fet'! 

J 
Go til'" Map" a::d Co!lj/G,3G 

First,~iJ ' 

00 11K" 

00 ''1 !t 

00 ,'WI 

WeaPons. Sa;fety 
Employment of SUpporting A;rms 
Pa.trolling Techniques 
.A.ssaillt of Fortified rosi tiona 

, Squad Ta.ctics. 
Radio 1>rocedure 

Call. for Fire 
Patrolling 
Weapons Safety 
Field First Aid 
,Hap and Compass 
F..J..ements of Reconnaisance 

COJlbat Pa.trol.s 
Reoon Patrols 
Map and Comp ass 
Radio Procedures 

" Camouflage. 
First Aid 

Scouting dld Patrolling 
Taotioal Bi vouao 
Supporting Arms 
Wel..";pons Safety 
Radio :P~"'Ocedure 

NUMBER 
OF HOURS 

10 
:2 

73 
17 
,8 

,2.7 

10 
; 
5 
5 

15 
5 

'10 
3 

2' 
15 

1 
1 
4 
6 

43 
35 

,17 
12 

4 
17' 

'. 
~ . , 

12 
12 
10 

4 

2. In addition to, the above, all.. individuAl. Marines f'l,red t~.ir 
wea.pons' for "zerotl prior, to a.ssignment to a. unit in the ,field. 

3. Ali .replacements were given indoetrina-tiqn lectures prior to joining 
their units by the Ooll1ll1p.,nding Officer, Serge~t Major and their Company. 
QommeJ'ld era·: " 

IV-I. ENCLOstml1J 

, " 

________________________________________ -::JI== ________ Cf. 
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On l.'Mq 1968: Provisional Mechanized CompatV 1faS chopped from '2/l 
':l ClPOON to 3/4-

On 4 May 1968: Provisional Meohanized Company was chopped from 3/4 
" .aPeON' 'to 2/10' 

On 4 i{~::' 1. 968 £ Co 1 s "I" end tIM" were chopped from }( 4 OPCON to 
Ta.sk Porce f{obb.:rtJot 

On 6 P"i'V 1968$ Co HMIt Was chOIJp-ed from Task FOI'Ce Robbie Ol?CON to 
',3d, Marines. 

On 6 May 19683 CoO npt ~'las chopped fram Task Foroe Robbie Ol?OON to 
00, 3d M8J:I'.i'.:, 

On 8 HE\' 1968 r Co IIIII ''las a.'1opped from CG, }1 M~Di v fl1~ 9th Marines 
. OP-OON to l/)~ 

, On 8 rvT..ay 1968 t Co flKl was chopped from :3d Ma;r:ines to, 9th Harmes 
\ OPCON to 1/9. 
, '. 'On 14 MaY 1968~ Det, Co "An (EOn) was choPped from 3d EngrJ3n OPCON 

\ to 3/4-
, On 1.5 M,,7 1963~ ~t, Co ItAIt (EOD) was chopped from }/4 OPCON to,' 

\ 3d' Engr-:Bn c ' 

On 16 JJa;.v- 1968$ 00. ' s flIt' and "'Mil were chopped :f'rom J!/9 OPCON to 
, ;/4- / " 
; on 21 Ma;y' 1968: two te'~s of Sccu~ "'Snipers, Hea.d~arters Company, 

/ were chopped f:rom 1st Ms:l::ines OPCON to 3/4. , ' 

!lhe~ ~,rere task organized as follower 

Hill 689 CP Alpha (~31 May) 
Det, :a&SCo ]14 CCmd Grp) 
Co flKtt (Reinf) (1.- 30 MaY) 

, Co ItLlt ~E"il".f) , 
lle'i; 81llllli Ibrt1?lat, H&SCo 3/4 

" Dei; 1£)6 BRF1at, HMOo 3/4 
rig''; }l~la1ll,es:, rr&sco 3/4 ' 
J)2t Scout Sniper Plat, HqCo, 1st Marines 
Det, CO IIA" (:mOD), 3d EngrBn (14-1.5Ma;v) 
Let~ 3d Shere Party Bn (HST) , 

--~ 
Rill 552 (1-4 lIfay, 16-31 May) 
. Det t H&StJo 3/4 tCmd Grp) (li. 7- 27 May) 

Co i'lll (Reinf) 16- 31 May) , 
Go ['IV!1t (Reinf) 16-?fJ MaY) 
Dei; 81rum HortPlat, H&SCo 3/4 . 
Det 106 R:1Plat, ElhSCo ;/4 
Det Fl8lIlcs, H&SGo 3/4 
Det 3d Shore Party Bn (HST) 

Hill 471 (1-12 Mn' 31 May) 
Co '!KIt (Rein!, (7··12 May) 
Co 'f}1", (Remf ()1. MaY) 
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.' 
• 

----~ ......... ~~71 (ontd) , 
'< ,Det 8lmm MortPla.t, H&SCo 3/4 

" 

, . 

-' 
w, ...... 

.. ·Det 106 RRPlat, HMeo 3/4 
, Det 3d Shore Pe;rty Bn (RST) 

Hill 881 South (31 Ifay). 
Cc tiKI! (Rei.11.f) , 
De·~ .3lmm l'IortPlat, H&SCo 3/4 

, Det 3d Shore PartyBn (RST) 

IDle E .... ::.l11.~C0Illbat Base (1-1 ~.9y) 
l:e-':; ~'.8:SCo 3/4 (Cmd. G::.."p J-
CO ;'Jj;.:iH (Reinf) 
Go "Ifi (Reinf) 
:Det Slmm MortPlat, II8cSCo 3/4 
Det 3d Shore Party Bn (RST) 
ProvisionaL Mecht:n i zed Compa.'1Y' 

. Dong' B a (1- 31 May-) 
D9t R&SCo 
Det Co f':Lf! 

:Oet 00 1:1(11 

'Det Co IfIl" 
'Det Co "W' 

Ca. I,ll (20- 31 l'T..gy) 
Det H&SCo 

5. 010S6 Combat - . 

" .. 

" 

i 

j 
,I 

. -' . " 
I ,: 

a.- i\~1ile in l;he The Sanh area, 3/4 was provided artillery support 
by 1/11. (Te~epin) and 3/12 (John Bro~ Gulf). ':"_ 

b. , T"1.ile in the !C.l1e Sc,nh area., the :Batt:alion re~ed in a ver:r ,,1 
nexible posture. The Battelion defE;nded Khe Sanh Oombat Base for 
the first few' da.,ys of May(! The Battalion I a basio ,conoept was to main:-'" 
tain tvro companies at Hill 689 and tw:;l ccmpanies at Hill 552. j , r 

. .. . : 

'0. Continuo,+s ~:pravemeht of de!'eltsiv& po.sitions was emphaS1.:xedJ 
during this periodl' .All compg:lies ran daily- ·patrol.a and established 
night time LP' s/ alIlbushes as directed b,y' the CO ;/ 4 da:lJ~ ;f'~agmentttt7 
orders. Otiler signific'ant events of a. non-combat nafu.re ha.ve been ': 
inoluded in the chronologio81 summ~ for historical and recordpurposea. 

I 
, i , 

i . 

1 May: At 0700, Co "lYP' prepared to move overland to "!{he Sanh Combat . 
. Base to join Co ItII! mo.had moved overland the previous d~. Co fa Itpt 

and 'tMlt assmned the defense of lila SaP,h' from 2/l WlO were to ;jump ,?ff ' 
on an operation. \mile Co "M" was enroute to Khe Sanh, they found a 
booby trap made of SoQ.l. 8231 morta1Z round with a trip wire at XD 8;3406. 
As Co 'flf" h&d no engineer capability, it was m.arked for, destruotion ... -
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H'\JlJ£JL!;,7tJ~~Ulf'llJE/IJJ} t"- ,:' ~ ~ , , 
------:A:"'I't---- ive Ma;emes at Hill 552 were burning trash, 'When an unknow:1 

, , 

elCplosive d ce exploded causing one dead non-battle ca.::nal ty and four 
wounded non-battle casual ties. Lt l?LACE was aPPOinted investiga.ting 
officer., ' 

2 MaY~ Hill 552 received four r01mds of 82mm mort~s from J!J) 767'592, 
, resulting ir. no casual ties. Artillery was called in' on the enenw posi .. 
, tion with [J, votal of 104 r01mdfJ being expended. 

'Dey patrolling was ccnducted with no contactS. Co n!", while on pa.t­
rol ,from Jrhe Sry,oo, fcund cJe BPG round a.t XD 857411. The surrounding 
area. was cl:.', ,~!(dcl .. d th no Sie}L":'fic'a1lt resul...t$~ " 

Co lII:!', ~,±lil8 cOl~ducting a wire security ,check, discovered t'WO trip 
f'laT9S cut, one claymore min,= disarmed, and one NVA helmet. Co "Kli. set, 

'in an ambush on the avenue oi' @proaoh to counteract" any enemy, sapper 
.movenen t. ' 

At 22301 Co ttp' received five grenades thrown at their linese CaPt 
SEXTON pIa,Gsd hie lines on 100 % alert and fired HE mixed with il11.'llllil1-
a.tion but nothirJ€,' further developed out of this eneIItY' action.. . . " 

3 MaY: Co 11Ktt, while on a company size patrol, found a NVA. bunker', 
," oompJLex at Xl) 805406. CO I'K" set up a 3600 defense and conducted a 

coinpl.e te SG a;t'oh 0 f . the are a. The bunkers were 6 I X 7' x 4·' wi th an 
overhead of 18 11 cmsisting of 'baPlboo and dirt. The search team found 
one M--16 e'ifle l'lhich was.later tumed over to 1st Marines and various 
NVA. 182 ge'ar. 

4 May: At 0300t ~l returned from their operation to aSSwme defense 
ot~e 'Sanh Co:rr.'!-:at Base. Die to the heavy enemy contact around Cne. Viet, 
Oo'e I~I" and 1t.;):1' WBre ohopped from 3/4 OPOON to Task Force Robbie, while 
Command Gr01):p !tAIt retuxned to Hil1 689" 

Co II.Lfl~ 'While conduoting a pl.atoon patrol, discovered an NVA bunker ,. 
complex consi sting of 35 bunkers 4' :x: 5' x' ~~ I with an overllead of bam-
'boo ane dirt" Tr',0 bunkara vere destroyed and heaVY H&I 1 sp1anned on' the 
area·' 

"5 ~a;y ( Co ":{" ~ lihile oonducting a. squad recon patroJi., discovered' 
three bvJl.k~5 at XD 8J~4397. These bunkers were 6' x.4' x 5' with &l1 
overhead 0= bamboo e,nd dirt 12" thiok. A search of the area produced. 
snti-I?J.rcraft ,.shells lJring around the area,- .All bmkers were destroyed.' 

. -

A.t 1745, Hill 689 recai ved ten rounds, of 60mm morta't's .fl!om' XD 78W8. 
8lmm mort8.~S \'.r9re fired in a counter-marta,'!: rol,e. 

6 May;: 00 "Kit, while conducting a pla.toon silS patrol, discavered 
an N'VAbunker ccmpl,ex at XD 787406. !the bmke~ were wel1 Omllt:ruoted 
and about one to tm ... months old_ ¥hile conducting a sea:rch or the aTea.; 
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~ a ound one M--16, one 3/5" rocket launcher, 782 gea-r and doc-

, . 

/., 

uments, ell of which were turned over to S-2. 

7 MaY' Patrols were conducted with no oontacts or' sightinga. Hill 
.689 received 15 rounds of 60mm mortars from Xl) 785397. lin artillery 
mission was fired and the incomjng ceased. 

i 

8 Ma;v: j-Lll 689 received 15 rounds of 60mm mer-bars from XD 785397. 
An artill.e:>:y mission "{as fi~ed ar..d the incoming geaaed. 90 ilL", while 
'conducting a platoon SiS:-l :p'J.tr()l~ discovered four NV.\ bunkers 8' x ~t X 
4' Which ";ere9:bout 'h;o mcr..t.he old a.t XD 8024000 The pa.trol. destroyed 
all the bth'1):-.3r:.; and CC'flt.:.':l.U'-": on Ulei't' missionb 

At 2040;1- en Moo 33 greneCle detonated in .a fightinghole on the lines 
.. at Hill.689 for an l.mknov/.t1 reason, Idl1ing tw:> Marines.' Lt GIARDINO 

was S@pointed investigating of:ice~~ 
.. 

9 }fay: Hill 689 received tVJO rounds ot unknown caliber artillery fx> m 
an. 'tmknowl1 0.irection. Observa.tion· of the area was continued with no re­
sultse 

.. 

,A.' Co I'Li' platoon size patrol found two lP mines and 11 82mm morta't' 
retlnds at XD 810/,.07.. The gear waft brought back to S-~ and a sea;t'ch of 
the a;rea. was com:pleted with no furthe~ results" The patrol continued •. 

. .A (:0 ilE!! pla.~jof)n !l~ua patrol located a small destroyed vlllage and 
found two overheaded bu.YJ.ke;c.'8 with misoellaneous' gear and docunWl1ts at 
XD 847)890 The btmkers were dastxO"',{ed and the gea;t' and dooum~ts 
tumed over to· ~2 • 

. . . At 16 50~' a ro HJr" Harf,ie ~ra3 burned on the hand, am. and eyes ''While' 
trying to bu~1. arii IlPG incr8~ent·. The Ha'L--:""VJ.e was eva.cuated to D-Med 
and an inv;:';;Jtige;t;:ing offioer waa 3.Pj;0intedo 

'. . 

10 Ivray: Co ''L'', mile, conducting a platoon ~ patrol, discovered 
. Va;t'i<'11S LT ~ Ei • 782 ge a:r and !lilT.A. c:IIlIIluni tion a.t}:J) 805496. One arti ole 
of eal'h i tam fOl'::"..d was r.J.'!'lled over to 8-2 and the rest of the gear was 
blown in place. The patrol. continued on their miss:ion. 

. 11 MA.~rs Hill 689 reoei ved four l20mm mortar munds f~m :x:n 791.,91 • 
. .ArtilLc:r.:v· '''as «rolled in and the inCOIl'..ing ceased • 

.A C')· "-GIl pIa.toon .8i.ze patrol discovered seven oi~rheaded' 'bunkers at . 
. JeD 80I4t:2~ The bunkers ~~re t~1O to three .months old and not rec)e!'ltly . 
, used. Ail were def!troyEil. '. . 

. ' .At 000J.. t.."te ppS-6 p'::'.cked up movement of abou.t th~ee- WA digging in ' 
at XD 800401.. A;t:'tillery Was called in and the movement cea.sed. 

( 
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--r-e! -.t .. V& observed seven rounds of estima.ted 122mm,rockets being 
fired from XI) 169401, landing rooo meters north of Hill 689. An A.rtil­
ler,r mission was fired resu~ting in IS secondary explosions. 

1; ~{ay: Hill 689 received eight rounds of 82mm mortars from Xl) 

785382- .An artillery !1'..i:ssian w'as ce11ed in and the incoming ceased. 

!Lhe a:t'IltY' 'I'":1i t had moved off LZ Pea.'I1uta eo CO I'L VI conducted a compal\Y 
size patrol to chG~:~, the a;t'en OUt.:3 The compaJ1Y moved to LZ l'e&'1uts and 
secured it and conducto(!, [" s9c, .. t'ch of the area" T'noro if as a lot of 782 
'gear, 1;}8anOilS and 8qtcipmei:'c lef:!: l'ehind~ The im1?or'~ant gear was ca.:rried 
back to 8..,.2 ",1:1(: ~~'::l red-!:; -;nFJ stags-1 to be holi-lifted out :in the future. 

'14 M::J.~T~. Hill 689 recej,ved b~ rounds of 82nnt morta;t"s from :x:o 781382. 
An ~il:Le:ry mission waS called a;nd the i..."1COmillg ceasedo 

.At 0150; Go 1l~?: reported SGe:in.g one figure at XD 8°5409. .'ll1. M-26 
grenade' vrasthrown and the mova'l1ent ceased. Co 11K!! cant:inued to observe 

, the area vIi th no sigh fugse. 

15 Mayt Hill 689 I'coeiyed fi'Va rounde of 82nm mortars from XD 
777402" Jl.T.i.;illery wa~ celled in end the :incoming stopped. 

At 0805) a 00 "L" :pla-t;i:>o~ patroi 'f)egl1n J:eceivL'1g hoa'JY Small arms 
and aui"mp.,J;ic weapons firo from KVA dug 'in at XD 792:1l6 and J'JJ 7884].8. 
The P8,-t:rol. :r.etumed fir~~ call€-d in supporting a;rIne e..nO esta.blished a. 
defensi,'V8 perimetero The x""'mebder of t.~0CO!llJPany waS cOOlm ttEd aJld '. 
link-up 1'!.:j,S effected at 0850" ..I~t 1040} Co fl1ft mov-cd ou.t tow'a:rd. Hill 
158 after four flights of fixed wing ha.d been run. A.t 1154t Co "L" 
Overran' the lNA bunkers, consolidated and began their moved back towards 
Hill 6890 During Co "LI1! 3 .".-i thdra'l<.·o1 Pack to nUl 689, they received .. 
120rim ::nortc;rrh S',,-pprcsiv8 fir3 I"as Calle':' .3.:" wi. th artillor'J and the 
incoming c~).sGd~ I'.t 1420;.> Co tI!.!! rct1..1m~d to the Battalion position .. ' 
The re8111 J~s vi: the 00 "LII contact were four Harinos KIA, 34 Narines 
VIA. eVe.r~, four Me.,:r:inea 11J'I1~ l1on-eVac, six Iff A KIA., one RP] machine gun, 
three NCr--4';7 rifles, Ohe SKS carbine and miscellaneous eq~pmE'.nt; ca.pture~. 

16 !Tayr A P::'a.toon pa;-c:col from Co "K" 1-'3.8 sent out to check the. area ' 
, where C,) '\];Ii had made co:r..tact the previous daY- At 1020, the patrol 

made ccntoct vlith 1f1/'J;. dug in at XD 188419 and )0), 79241.6, i.he Sallle . area . 
, of the Co 1:'L" contact of 'Gr.8 previous deer., ~ platoon'returned fire, ' 
CBlled in supportir.:.g arms end Huey gunships. At 1335, the p,a,tr()l started. 
reoeiving heavy barrages of 82mm mortar rounds" Coun~er mortar and 
,artillery was fired an.d tha incoming ceased a.t 1530. ~\t 1-515, -(:;he ra- ' 
m3,i11.ing units :.-If Go "K!! had linked up with the patrol. ''''apt THOMAS; 
COIupeJ.1Y COillIllander of Co Iir:!1, established a. 360° perimeter, consolidated 
his posi Hon and eVacuated .tis casual ties to Hill 689. .At '2020, 00 IOC It 

~etumed. to Hill 689. !Ih~. res:ul.ts of the contact were one ]0, 11 
WlA 1:3 0'laC EJld two WIA.' a non-eVan.. '. 
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A 0' s 'tI" and '1M" began a taotioal march from ihe Sanh Com-

bat Base to rejoin the ]a~alion1> At 1900, the lead, elements of Co 11M" 
'(lame under heavy. small. amB and aJ.ltomatic vl9a.:pons fire at XD 817402 .. 
~e lead platoon "ras s2perated from the typ rear platoons. Oc"I tl 

eonso~idated and set'in at Hill 552. 

*'17 Mayr At 0032:, Co "l-ill had linked up with their seperated platoon 
and :p:ulled 'oar::k with their casual ties to effect a link Up \Vi th CO III" 
at Hill 552. 1':1.e GasuaJltiee for ·the 16 :Ha.Y cbntaot W"'...re 5 KIAts, 17 
WIA's eVaC and three W!"Al~J nc~-eVaC •. At 0415, Co 1'1" observed eight 

. NVA. diggi,:'!gat XD 81e 'PI C:;,.d Ga]lc,J. ~ 81.-r:un mor-:;a;rs with illumination. 
At 1000, ((;.) "I a r8cej:,~erl !:.Sg-,'Y ST:' slIt-me" snd aU'Gomatic 'weapons fire 
from Xl) 8J_840l 'while C~.() ilj)J::i £'..t Hill 552. received l2 8lmm·mortar rounds 
from XD AC193890 Co npr c,3l1e-:2. i...'1. six flights of sixed wi.:l1g on. the .. e:rI.emy .. 
who were du.~.iri at .x:n 8:B401 in preua:r:a-tion foI' an aSsaJll t on th,/lt Roe­
ition. Or) Atl ca1J:ed in 2;r:'tillery'to silence the incoming. 4\.t .L52:J, 
Co I:I:I" began their a.ss8,ul.t meeting hea,7'.r ;:ma11 arms and automatic weapons. 
Co 1t]71 .pulled back to use 60mm a)ill 81m3.mortars. At 1700, CoHIll began 
to fire, and. rnan8UVe~ Up' 'the hilL At 1910, Co ''I tl clOsed wi t..~ the 
enemy 8,'\1.0. seoured, the top of the hill. At 2000, the area was swept for 
-weapons e.."1d equirm-on t and Co 'II t! retu:rned to Hill 552 at 2100 I} 1he re­
wts of the contact were 20 ":>ITA' 8 a,;:od 22 }f.i"A KIA' soonfmned. 

10: ifajr; At 00:50,00' ~t ohSerV3'l. 12 1\'!1. moving C!.own a slope ill a 
soutk'-c:"1.;"; c.Ueot:Lon at XD 3]84)01 c,l,lled ill. artillery mission l'1i th un .. 
knOW':1 ·,::..,sults. At 03359 Co n;:\p ObS,31'Y9d seven IW! sitti!!.g on a hill· at 
:x:o 819402 obser~ring the areoa ci!.led in l?,rtiJlery mSEl:lono A'i~ 0520, . 
Co til-PI discovered a:ld. captu.::;ea. iID injurGd NY!. inside the peri::.J.dter. ~e 
POW waS 5 .. n terrogated e;n/l'mer1-~GYa,C'ed to 1st l:arines, !IDe PC;:[ stated that 
he tholJght h.e wa.~ enteri:ng his own perimeter" During the afternoon, a. 
t~t). c0::1:ga.ny sweep WS$ ~ade between Hill 689 and Hill 552- At ~315, Co 
tIK'!. fO"J::1d eigl:,t overheaa.ed b'U.l".ke.-;:>s and a 6C~(;:'1 mortar litt with. various 
enemy gear"!.t XJ) 812404. During be afternoon,Co Ill'! found 2J) OVer-

'head o;d bln~ieTa, t'm ::NA bodies and ass0rted e...1J.emy gear at XD 815403. 

. . :1!.9 Mays Hill 689 received two 6Om.m .~ r'ounds, 14 82mm ottar 
;L'omds and twa l:.:pmm mortar rounds and Hill. 552 received seveI'al. 
60:JU71 Illortar rounds and one 8::mm mortal' round.. At .0230, Co !tI" reported 
their lines were proved by 10 -bo 15 N'vA who fired l;Imal.l arms, threw 
g:cenades and fired tv') BP.G rounds. Co it! \I returned fir::; w7- til small 
anns @d eJ:ttoIDa'bic '\isapons and suPl-'Orting arms. At 0440t Co "I" received 
60mm moc:te:c fire" and were assal11 ted on the ea,st and west flf3J1ks 

.- by an estimated company si!?.ed unit. At 0455J, the enemy began a1a'1$~ 
in sou-th 211d ,.;ost of CO II})! at Hill 552 and Co "In waS receiving hea.VY 
!1CiJ.1 a1.'illS fire. At 0845, Co "In had repelled the attack and was pr&.-, " 
PrJ.ring to move aut and sweep 1;he area. in front of their po si tion. " 
~\s the COillIJan;v moved out, the lead elements made contact ~th six enema' 
®IJirox.1.mately 15 meters in front of their lines. A.t 11.03, Co ifI" ' 
looa.ted one NiTA in a spider hole and engaged aeveral NV.A. 'Wi tb. small 
arms at XD 82140~. At 1-5l0, a Co lI,Gtt recon Patrol located one USMC 
body at XD 79241-6 that was identified as the rITA tram Co 11K'" s contaot 
of 1.6 Mey. itot 1905,. a 00 "A-II patrol found three b ?nJ 

IV-7 . WJfM]lliJ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 



l 
i 
i 

i 
I 
i 

! 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
..... --~"'1ftlh!!l-8_.Jsorted enemy ges)! a.t XD 819399. In 0S'N;t bunker five 1»dies. 

possibly Chinese, were found. ~e results of Co "1" 1 S contaot ~re 
. five WIA's eVac, four WTA!S non-evac, 39 NY! KIA's oonfirmed and four 

NVJ. POW' s~ 
. " 

20 MaY: At 002~, Co "W' at Hill 552 heard enemy digging o'l,ltside 
the perimeter to the north. .Also heard enemy movement between Hills 
689 and 552", At'lOOCH, Co "I" found six fresh fighting ho;I.es at XD 
624406 ~ At l~;LO, a Co ''K ll P8.trol spotted a parachute being uS,ed as 
camouflage in a bomb ora~:;e-;: at JCD 799402 with blaok 8lld red comm· wire 
running from them tOFt3;!7d :'::-lll 6L9 and one bunker a~ ;c:u 811398. A.t 

, 1205, a Gu '1M" pat;:'Ol'!..c·::;:)tsd thr"" old bunkers and three mines, in as 
• open fiX'l.l;J.lJ.g hQl.e C!;~ J,J) bl~:4fG800 At ::'315, a Co ''1.<[1' patrol'located 
tive NV 1::v'iies at ZD b18L1.o3. f:earbji-; "eLle patrol found, a' bunker 
oomp1.ex 'Vli.th 12 IP-shaped bunkers and various gear. At 1700, a Co nIII 
patro~ located I3i bunker at :0:> 826 3?4 and various l;r[! gear an.d mortar 
posi tiol1s a71d figll'Ling ~oles a.t XD 820395" 

21 May~ Hill. 552 received two 82mm mortar rounds.. At 12051, a 
00 'lK!! squad ~':?econ patrcl found blUe com wir~ at Xd 797419 running on 
an azimuth of 2l~ f,cgTeesc At 1705s a Co "K" patrol at XD 792398 
made contact ~qi tb. an unk:lOwn numher c/' ene:ir;y- at XD 792398 an<} were 
pinneO. down by automatic weeJ?ons. At 1840, a Go 11K" platoon reaction 
force 8;1; JeD 792398 made contact with the enany a.t Xl) 793J%', exchanging 
grena(l ... ~;rq,'.ld Sllla11 arms ana.. r?:;oGiv:i!:1.g fO'_lr WIl;'l:;'loo A.t 2OJO~ 1·h8 Co ''K't 
patro11"d.::' :r:eturnL'1[;" ~ the C?, whil e thee ree.ction force con8olidated 
and reCt.'UGfri;ed emeri50ncy med"eve,Qsc- At 212~~ three tc! six NVL th.t:ew 
several- cflicoms an6 fired three PJ,..·47: s a.t the perimeter on Hill 552. 

. 22 Ma.Y~ A.t 0055, a squad from ('.to !f[" anQ cor~smen ',and stretch9::t' ' 
bearerr: l:U1ked 1).p "d.th "./.18 Co ''K'' reA,die)' ~]..!!\.-r')(llL at XD 792398.. .At 
04;0, "~b.e Co 1t;(11 patrol l'€ltu;;."1l:00 '!;i'.) ~.nJ.. £e~ " .At 0707, the Co 11K" reaction 
platoon re·:;.:·rn&d to Hill. 639. At 0')20, a CQ "NIt patrol found 
one INa boJy about four daYS old, killed by artillery at XD 819~95. At 
0930, a 00 ~Il patrol. lOCated an interlocking bunker comp1.ex of seven 
overheaded bunkers at XD 818~96. .At 1055, a 00 11M" pa.tro~ found 10 
inccmplete bu..l1kera with no overheades at Xl) 814394. At 1138, a 00 "lit 
patrol found three RPG rounds, one split bomb and mi scel1.a1leous 
NVA. gea~ at JC1) 811411. At 1225" a 00 "I" recon pat1.'ol obser ...... ed threa 
NVll moving north I.t XD 82341.5- At 2054, Co ''I" at Hill 552 spotted 
possibl.e enEmY movemfnt at XD 829397 and fired a 4-2" mortar mission. 

2, Ma;;n Sill 689 received one 1.2Jmm mortar round. At 07?l>t a 00 
I'K" patrol 100a:l:+,>:1 one chicom claymore mine and one fresh footprint a.t 

.JO SO;it.,t.07. At 1000, & CO III" recon patrol. spotted one·NV. at XD 822405; 
..l.t 1lO1O, a. Co ''K'' patrol reported receiving snall a.rrits fire from SD 
794398c They returned fire a1m.d initiated an assault on the enE!llYpo:l­
ition. At 1125, the Co ftI(1' patrol reported .moGi v.i.ng 25 60mm mortar 
rounds from Xl) 790400. A.t 1145, the Co "IC" pa.trol reoeived 00 Iolddi­
tional 6<Anm mort~ ro'mds from the $1I1De location_ .. .A.t 1.33('), Co "KIt 
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arms tire. and 60mm mortar ti:re. ~4~ enemy 

, strength. wa.s estim~ted at ana reinforced ,.squa.d 1'/i th one mort~ section. 
At 1430, Co 11K" continued reoeiv:ing 60lam mortar rounds and received two 

: 120 mm mortar rounds restO.ting in t'WO ElAts ~d nine WIAls. ~ey 
continued the at ta.ck and found several L- shap ad bunkers and one ..ut~41, , (-
one BPD macl:ine gun. ond assorted enemy gee;r. At 1550, Co llK" ha.d seoured . 
the area and W8.S receiving 82mm !!i.ortars. One p'latoon moved 08,su.alti.ea 
to- a secura :,Z" At 1800, All· of C8 'IK" had retv.rned to Hill 689 ~ ilia 
results of th(~ Co 'r"~(l) oontact we:re tw KIa IS, 11 W:Ii4h~ evac and eight . 
NVA.¥IA' B confirmed.. ' 

24}t.'j'~ J,t O~')::';; I;l, Cr; f'T': ("'~' :?'J.trol loca,teCl one 'tunker overheaded, ' 
yitlt mis-;211e,ne:mB Gear aX .l;i13 b[~8'e of the hill a+' ;Q) 822413.' In the 
sEflle' are.'1 ';he :patrol fQU!lr', G. a.oi,,;:nE:Jd'Ifi'L:.e~r" gu .. 'rJ.shlp APProximately t'WO 
months' olio' At 2130, 00 "Mil \hile patrolling the perimeter of Hill ' 
552 found cne de", .. d ''body~ about 5' GIf in height and: possibly Chinese,' 
at XD 823401. Jllel) fOllnd were four S')id'3r ho1eiJel.ld a hole with an 
excellent observatic:n of the Hill 552 LZ at XD 821402. The hole had a; 
"Ruey" ro cket l$lllcher and 15 rockets in fran t of i "b .. 

2.5 11>q: At 0235~ Co "K" report0d seeins a s5.UlOuette of one man 
a.t the ,.are at XD 807409" They thre,; one If-26 grenade aJ2d the mail ' 
disa;ppJared. At 0800, a Go !tIIIi patrol fo~m.d four bunkers with tv.'O foot 
over.;,1eaded' constru.cted ::! }06mm Ctj1,::l::i.Jt~ra c.t JD) 7;2416. ' At 1240, a. Co 
ftHIt r81J:'11 P'atro~1l. found 't'Y;c mOl?'tar pits, tv& oVG~L'heG.ded arrJUo p:Lts, and 
two O'V'sri101)ned bunk-era cc!!nectcd by comm wire at XD 812>% 1\ At 1~20, 
eo CO' "III ,l'0COn patrol, observed five fresh fCCJtprL11.ts a.t XD TT9")99Q 

26 May= Hill 689 reoeived 4l.. 60mm rounds ... trom JlJ"~S4l1~ fjred,·atl 8,2!t1J,-, 
le:ry mission and incoming ceased. At 0045, a. Co "-"11 liP hea:r-d: movement or ' 
I!IPprox:iJ:lately thr8('l> ene;;;ry ::.ov.ing in So northe!'ly direction at )CD 817403. 
At 0930, 00 "MI' received sniper fire from Xl) 807399,. Co "Nil oaLled in 
81r.!m mortar's E:~ld artillery&> At 1100, 00 '~itt on LZ Peanuts received 
sniper fire from a b'tmker. They w:i·~rhd:r:ew &."'ld oalled in and a;!'tUlery 
mism.on. At ll30, 00 '!.M:1 at XO 811395 observed enemy· in bunkers at :xI> 
801391 with barbed wire ohcr.neling the avenues of a,ppro~o Co ff1>lrt 
ceW.lod 8mr'} mortars, artillery and 106mm recoilles~ ~ fire on the 
bunkers. At 1245, Co I~Mt1 mceived one short 1O~ round resu:Lt:ing in, 
one fr.i.cndly TJlIA. At l400t Co ~11f withdrew to :xl) 812398, leaving one KU. "" 
viai.n~,ty IIZ Pelmutoo 

27 l.fe.yc Hill 689 reeei vad tWo rounds ot 15 mm paok howl. tze:1!" fire • 
.1.t 1050; a 3/4 ilR flight of two 00-46' s received .50 oaliber fire . 
from Xl) 781399c- A.t 1215, Co ItL" found six L-shpaed lrunker~, fi'va 
trenches,1OO to 200 feet of comm wire and one NY! bowl and ea.t:!.ng 
utensilao ,At 1300, Co ttMlI at XD 805396 received l,igb.t small arms 
fir; fron a. sq't.1£';;]. sized en6~:cY' forde at Xl) 801393. 00 "M" returned fire 
",-ith M--60 machine guns, 3t>5f! roc.ltet launchers, M-19 grenade lSlll:lChers eJXl 
oalled su;pp0rt1ng t:iree beb.i.'rJ.d the eneIl\V posi ti{ln to prevent ~inforc ... 
l11Gllt. At 1350, a. Co ItM1f platoon at XC 808397 reoeived mcrt;l."rs from xn . 

. .' ..... .' fWOOBnlCfO) 1 
-,~ . ~ 
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, • .:-·'-F1 01':""r'1n, 711 , 

,~IM~ntinued 1z> ·'..,OeiV& snal.l _" fire fro" XD 806394. At 
, 1401., 00 "Mit ,remained in contact and fi~ri wing support WaJ3 being run. 

At 1530, Co "M" began pulling back wi t.'1 their casualties. At 1 TjO, Co 
''M'' had consolidllted and waS preparing to evacuate casual ties. At 1820, 
'all med-ev.?v~s were completed and 00 rM!t began returning to Hill 552. , 
The results of the Co "HI1 C8::-:tact were five KIA's. 2i WIil'S, two WIA, l s 
nom-eVao, t'\~'O UtA' 8 and ,4 NVA KIA's confirmed. llie one MIA from 2.6 
May was reco7ered n.A • 

. ~ Ma;)T: .At 1955, . Co \'!{It while checking the wire at Hill 689 foUnd 
bSJ!1boo poles under tho wire to bo used for raising the wire. .Also, 
bambood stakes we:r;} c:~"i YS:n ire ·~tJ the eround next to the steol stakes. 
Ohe claymo:::c Yr8.8 fou.:d di.%~~sd. /1. Heise like pOimding sta.kes .into the 
ground anf~ :netn.l olanging 1"a8 he~d abc·u ~ 600 meters out. Co "K" was 
p:tIlt on 5('./0 alert until 2'1,80, then on 10<=% alert untH 0630 on 29 NaY 
1968. 

2911ayt Hill 689 received three 8anm mortar- rounds and sixl20mm 
mortar rounds" Lt 0725, a 00 1111" rGcon patrol found one dead NV.A. 
wi th pack, helmet end tw'o chicom grallades at XD 823404- ..A.t 0730 , Co 
''L'' found one b51'lb')o pole aJ;l};rox:i.mBtQly nine feet long outside :~he 
first stra'1d of cu..'1Certil1a& At; 0945; Go I1W1 found one DQrta;r p:!.t, 

. four bunkers and assorted gee;c at Xl) 81.9;92.. At 1045, a Co liMlI rocon 
. patrol. found mud on beg,tG.l1 aOI~n g:raSd a"'1d llth8:t' indications of G!lemy 
mOV8ffi'.-mt 2,t }jj e14396 t{}:t'mi."l5 a. traU tClwa.::d the Co liMn position .. 

30 M;.;.rlAt 0914, HUl 689 received four ro . .nda of estinatet3. 122rnm 
rockets i':,:.'oo vioini ty of ,Xn 7953Bl" 'l.n artillery nission waS ~-:-i~d. 
with unknO'Wt1 resulte. At C9J.5,. a Co "L" satl.""d recon patrol me-tie initi,al 
contact with an estinabd six NVJ-l. armed '4 th 050 caliber machine guns at 
Xl) 79YrI5-; The squaG. roao;::. patrol. set up a 3600 def~"lse. The remaining 
units c: the firat platoon of Go I1L" were Se~ out to, Enk ,up with the 
Patrol. C:.3UaJ..tios were evacu","ted a.'rJ.1 a search for the one HIli. was 
'ConCucted with negat.:.ve resul tao The pl'1tOc)ll used supportint?; aX'ffiS to. 
si1E?,,~ce the enemy fixe a,:ld wtthdreu back to Rill 689 at 1700. 

31. Mayf A platoon combat pR,tro1 fran Co "Lit commanded by L1i JOYNER 
sear·ned out the area of contact irOtl ,0 May for Co "L"' s m.A..w:i. th no 
result:::) Co nK" diapletl3dto Rill 881 South and Co l1J)fll to Bill 4n. 
Co nIff conduoted a cne daY squad. recon pa,trol, one OP and two LP'so ~e 
recon patrol discoveJ~Gd fresh tracks believe-l to be from a. scpad plus 
a.t D [1l4402 moving to the northwest t, Upon departure of Co tllilHI from 
Rill 55 :?,Clo nI" assumed compiete responaibili ty fer Rill 552. Co "Ktt 

,displaced from LZ Wren at 0830 to Hill 881 S'Juth. Co ''K'' waS reinforced., 
~r personnel frcm 106' s a.11d 81's to meJ1 weapons left on position by 1/1 '" 
uni tat TWO LP t S were conduoted. 00 IlL" oOLnll€!lced a platoon combat patrol ". 
te' the vioini ty of XD 79341-6. Artillery and mortar preps were fired 
during the nOY\h As the patrol moved across the top of the ridge line 
one .ilK-47 and l:lisoellaneOus Ef!l1llunition waB found. As tho last object-
ive area was swept, the platoon reoeived 8anm mortar incoming resul ting 
in. seven WIA's. Counter mortar W¢I . .fireaby artillery- a.coounting for. 

throo secondary "'Plosions~ TUe-:~ng ceased. o~ I"@iiWurml 
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defense or Bill 689 when. Co tK" displaoed to Hill sell. South. !the linea 
were augmented by H&SCo personneL." O!lO OP and t"ro LP f S were oonduo ted " 
00 "Mit displf'r,ed ,:werlall,:i to Bill 47l at 0925 and a.ssumed control of the 
hill from 00 IRfi 2/1. OEE OP aY'.d two IJP I S 'VTere conducted. A section 
on 106's al'ld 81 1 B ,fa;:;;;: dbplacf'd '~o :~Ul1 47J. 6.Lln attached to Co !'1M". 

*On 19 Ma...v~ Ta~l: Ji'llemellt Qt:..~j2,., et:lmma,ndBd by I·rajo:::! MElA.D (BatteJ_ion xa), 
was iOlllled 'h) 0c:rFlcwt ·the d.eiense of the iUll 552 Complex. ilie Corraland 
Group !tAli ;""";':"lWe krL',1!l as Task Element .Ale under LtCo~ roURNE and oon­
duoted the defe-nse of Rill 689., With the threat of an attaok on Hill 
552 minim::.zea" Task :Dle:,iue...rlis QUs;!.:::. a."r1d .Ale vrere c.isbanded on 27 MaY. 

" ~ ',. 
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1.. General 

a- The I .• -l;ta.:-:, or, remained "n Hills 689 and :;'52 during ~f'i~ Q.gJ'a 
"I" and ItMIi 1I",~'2 O}'J~)J:; to U!l:!!. for a short :period of time_ 00 'lK" "'TaS 

Ilhifted to Rill 471 for a Ti 8r:1.;) 0 of fi V8 days., At thB :pre sent tim9 we 
maintain Hills 881 S0~1.th, t;;;~9~ 55.2 a1'J.d 471. 

b. Daily resupply of C1&,86: I, III, TV, end V items has been con­
.ducted from LZ OF.iIleo by helicopter. Class II i terns have teen motorized 
to LZ Cameo 8J.'J.d from there by helicopter to the :Battalion. . 

2. §uppI;y: 

a- The overel.~ suppljt support duril'lg this period was satisfactory-

b. Some ori tical sho:rtages of supplie~ existed and were reported 
.in. the Logistics SUlmnary Heport: 

Gas Mask,. Small. lbtUum and·t~ge 
Telephone, T~l/PT 
Hotor Transport, repair parts 
3.5" Rocket Launcher 
106 ~eoail1ass Rifle 
Compressor, ROoipl.'{)oating for Fl~eth:rower 

,. ~an§.Eort3tio]l 

a.. Motor' tra:npmt support from Division Motor Transport has bean. 
.,.ry 1'ooro ' This l.ack of transportatioll has put a strain on the :Bat­
talionts vehicles. Somewhat of a problem does exlst with the da.ily 
trash run., The trucks often do not pick up an entire load of trash-. 

be. The deadline rate for the M-422Al is 23?'; c,f l&.vehioles, 
tour a;r:e deadlined. All four are doW]. for 3d echelon repairs. .Ul 
four are in FLSG-J3. T'\'1O M .. 422Al' I'J have been dropped from the Ba'ttalian' s 
account and two others have been pla.ced on order. 

o. There are £i va oommunications vehioles in the Battalion ()t wah 
one is deadlined •. One MRC-87 is in FLSG-B for work on the wirinl~ system.. 

d. The Battalion has 30 M-274A.2 vehicles of which 12 are del!C1lined. 
All are awaiting pa;r:ta which have been put on requiai tion. 

e. The Battalion has four M- 37Bl vehioles of wb.:i.cb. one is do ad­
lined for a new engine. Having one of' these vehicles deadlined. greatly 
increases thu workloail of all other vehicles in the :Batte,1.ion_ 

.V-l 
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f. '!'he Battalion haE~ one Luber a,l.'ld one Steam Jenrw whioh are both 

deadlined for parts that are on ordec::< 

'4. Ma;i.ntenance 

a. The deadline ra.te for the J.Il-274A.2 is still very high. Ithe 
13attalion has been using them quite extensively P.J1d parts are still 
not in supp].;;,~~, T:18 deadline rate for the M--422A.l has decreased a 
considera"ble u,J.1Ount ,)-r8X tt,,) IlJ.st !!lOnt.'l. 

b. Tho motor tre'nSlCo:-'; f>c:cti ')71 has h8,fl a smw.l. J;>ortion of Hs 
vehicles a'~ LZ CW-O'l)" :Lt stiLl hat:! maintalined the BT9ater partion ot 
~ta shep'. c:,t Dong Ha. and ha'J rilL"1 an.' a hlgb.l.y proficient ba,ais.o' 

EnoloS1lr(-;' (1) 3/4 S-4 1 tr IV JOSh tt of 13I1ay68 
Enclosure (2) 8-4 SOP FOR. IiliE SANH AREA O:PERATIONS 
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'. • Q-r,r~ET 
~D"~·!~'-

. HEADQUJ,RTmS 
3d Ba.ttaLion, Lj.ttl; M~ines 

3d Marine Division, Fleet Marine Foroe 
FPO, San Francisco, 96602 

Sgt. O'Connor, 8-4 i.:...: C~eo 

4/JOS/jtt 
1-3 MaJr 1968 

1. :rw::eos~, .. , To pr~)1li.:':"~8.1,;e c~Lici tly the duties required of 3/4 per-:. 
sonnel, at aJ., s,+' L3 Ca):n30 .. 

2" ·5-4 D.rjj;os a~ ~eimOl"':.3ibiJ~, 

e.- Receive reoopplyrequesi tions from Battalion position, and fill 
Class I, :tIt IV, and V re~ests from LSU at OaJ'lleo .... 

b. Forward Class II requests to 5-4 Res;r. 

c. Request helicopters from 1st Marines 8-4 LZ by 1800 the day priolh 

d. stage atl gea)! on LSA. for shipment to the Battalion. 

e. Receive and fill wa.ter bladders as soon as possible and r~stage 
for shipment to the Battalion .. 

r. Prooure any and all supplemental gear (ap packs, fresh fruit, 
aircraft matting, etc.) that may be used by the Battalion. 

. g •. Keep Bn .xo, S-4 with En, S-4 at [SOB, and S.;4 Rear informed of 
all pertinent developments at lea.st once each daY a.nd as necessary. 

h. Hanifesting Eguipmen:!i,. All gea;r arriving at Cameo from Dong Ha. 
will hav.e a responsible NOO in charge with a. malifest list. ~is will 
be checked against the gear to detemine it any is miss.ing. .All gear sent 
!nam Cameo to the Ba.ttaLion position will also be manifested on standard 
fonns, whether by external load (attach sheet prominently for Ba.ttalion 
6-4 to find), or internally where a. responsible NCO will be given the 
manifest and instructions to deliver it to 9-4 a.t Ba.ttalion. 

i. l1anifesting Personnel 

(1) Incoming personnel from Dong Ha. aJ.Tivint at :r.Z C_eo will 
have an NCO with a roster in ch~ge. He will repot:t to 6-4 Cameo. 5-4 
Call1eo will manifest on a definite roster all personnel going to the 
Ba.ttalion position, appoint an NeOre, and ha.ve him tieli ver one . copy of 
th~ roster to' the 6-1 representative at the Batt.al.ion. ihe other copy 
will be kept on file for typ weeks. 

v-} 
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(2). Incoming p:ersonnel from the Kh.e SMh area. Willib&ve an NUOIO 
tfJoittted tor the, retuin to Dong 'Hae Hake a duplicated copy of 'the 
roster. One copy will be kept at Cameo- for tvro weeks and the other given 
to the NCOre, who will giv~ it to the 8-4 Rear upon arrival in Dong Rae 

j. S-4 C8Ueo will be given the responsibility for the oontrol and 
actions of all 3/4 personnel at Oallleo. Transient personnel remaining 
'Overnight will sleep in the 3/4 area- ' 

k. Tl;e duties of the I>8rfJOnnel at LZ O~eo are as follows:. 

(a) J?repa:re hot .field chow for the Battalion posi tiol:l as 
re:cpired: hy 8-4 directives. ' . 

(b) Me:il1.ta;in mess Ui~t at LZ Cameo capable of preparing food 
to.r the field part of the Ba:ttali,;m for delivery in vat, cana at any time. 

(a) Sort mail for delivery to the Battalion position. 

(Q),'Ensure delivery of such mail to Battalion position. 

(0) Recei vemail from Battalion poai tion and ensure 1 ts re­
tum to Don.g' Ha.-

.. - .. 
( 3) Motor Transport 

(a) Carry out the instructions of 8-4 C~. 

(b) E::J.ntS;Ln proper maintenanoe or 3/4 vehicles-

J .Al~lES o. SUIGER 
lstLt USMC 
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9-4 SOP FOR RU BOO J!EI. OP!lU.TIOl!.2 ' 

QONCEP'!" or OPEIlA'1,:9N 

Resupply requirements ace 1 aid on the 8-4 represen tati va with the 
13attalion. These, along with normal. resupply itema, are ordered from 8-4 
stud. ' At Stud, the ordexs are broken into two groups: first, items that 
can be filled from the Stud. LSU, are filled and sent by helicopter to the 
Battalion 'position~ second, items that eannot be procured a.t Stud (nor­
mally CI'ass II items), are <)"'?::l:':!red from J):mg He; 8-4 Rear. 'lhesa, i tams 
are sent from D0t;-g Ira to Ste,a 'by truckt then flown to the Battalion., 

, , 

l?OCUREMENT O~ VEHJ;,gLI£S ,UID TIllLlVERY OF GJ!!&i 

From -;.! 4'Rear to Stud~, tr".nsportation is by 9th Motors trucks which 
are fregged through ])ivision Motor Transport from S-4 Rear by 1800 the 
pre'1fious evening" G-el'),!' golng to 6-4 S'~-a is escorted by 3/4 personnel, 
WlO are reR!.lonsible for the c;ae..r~ One man is given the overcill respon­
sibili ty and is given a mgnifest list of gear aTld p'ersonnel. toihioh, is turned 
over to the 8-4 stud representative. 

Helicoptexs from Stud to the Battalion po sf tion are fragged '1;>:1 3/4 
~tud 8-4 personnel by 1800 the night before through 1st Marines S-4 •. It 
at allpossibl,e gear is flown externally direct to the Be,tta].ion position. 
Pa.ssengers are manifested direetly to the Battalion po si tion and an NOO 
is placed in charge of the group with a manifest list which is turned over 
to the S-l ~8presentative with the Battalion. 

WORTs 

hom S-4 Battalion position, a. daily f!IUl10 oount on select i tents is 
called directly to Task Force Hotel (as per 1st l'ii'.rine direetives). 
Weekly, a. C'C(r9Pl 1;.,7j]!D.o report is called to Task Force Hotel, consisting 
of the number of J:'(nmds within the Battalion, number used (Plus note-worth,y 
resuLts); Rlld number received on resupply. " 

Nonnal Battalion and division reports are prepared and suhnitted from 
6-4 Rear.~ 

LOC,AT.IOlffi 1,,11]) RESP01~SIBILITIES OF 8-4 

3/4 S-4 Rear (Dong Ha Combat Base) 
1 S-4 Officer, 1 LOgistiCS Chief, 1. 8-4 Clerk 
BattaJ.io:n SUpply 
Battalion Motor Transport 

Re8ponsibili ties: 
Provide coordination for all 6-4 
Frag vehicles from Dong Ha to stud 
Provide household services at J/4 Re~ 
Prepare and su1:mi t reports as required 

~-5 
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S-4 Stud (LZ Stud) 

2 8-4 Reps, 4 company su9ply IepS, 2 Comm personnel, 4 cooks, 
4 Motor Tr1?l1sport personnel., 1 mailman 

Responsibili ties~ 
Dra"t:l and forlfard Class I, III, IV, and V supplies to Battalion 

position 
Receiye gear and personnel from S-4 rear and transport to 

:Battalion pns:!.thn 
Prep-:;;rEl an:'! deli'l0:r llOt meals to ~attalion pOflition 
F:~ag all supply hEJ,icoP1;(JrS from 1st Ma:::-ines 
Haintajn r:;:.Cii.() comT.'l11J:l~,cation wi th Battalion rear 
Sort mail :c:,:,:. delhrsry to Battalion position 

SjZ60iel. Ecpipment 
3 GP te~t8~ PRO-47, 1 t·e1Lep.."!.c~, small f5.eld mess vrjraJJgest 

burnerss and 'TaO Ca:1~:~ 2 :PG~ s, 1 mite 'J!,' ~;r8,He.r, 1 mule and 1. wa-:ier 
trailer 

8-4 The 5mb. Combat Be'oo 
L S-4 Rep 

Responsibili ties 
Coo~j.!i.ation between 3/!J. ani 1st }fa,ri.."'les 9-4 
Handle all. 3/4- supplies a":'..d perf,o!U1.el coming into The SaM 

OolIlhat Baso and dispatch as neoessary 

" Special Equipment 
1 mule 

5-4 BattaJ.io.n 
1 &-4 Sgt: l S-4 clerk, 1 annorer, 1 motor tr~sport mechanio, 

, HST l?erscnel 

Responsib'-l'1,tties 
Determine supply needs of Battalion and order accordingly 
Maintain LZ, coordinate loading and tl.'11oading of helicopters 
Maintain appropriate reee-rv-e-level.s. of . Class. I, III, and.V ge~ 
Oontrol. and e..'l'J.sure prop·er dist:dbution of supplies 
Provide 2d echelon maintenance £01: weapons and vehicles 
Ooordinate evacuation of ca.sual ties (wi th supervision by R&S 

00 Comr.1Mder) . . . 
Keep Eattalion COllJ'lla."'lder info:cned of loSiBtiC~ situation 

Special Eguipncent 
1 telephone 

JAMmS O. SIms. 
lstLt USMC 
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a •. The Battat.:i.on maintr-0-ned stations on the following radio nets 
'While on field O:!"':;~ations duri.TIg 1:1ay 1),-081 

Reg+- T,,~C #1 ~~:' 
'. Re!;"-;' T' r' .#,.r; (";'MJ' --"c- ~I . Jt.; • ':'. <,'1..: •• 

Bn ill 1(1 J.~i. (:~ \ 
.J.i':',.~j ~r-'- .,-'.....i...l.2 I 

Bn ~c T~2 (FM) 
Bn Mrdn (w.) 

Co tip TAG net 
Co ''X'' TAG l'Tet 
CJo IIJJ I~ TAO ~1,o~ 

Cu lij.vI't TAO Net 
Slmm Mortar conduct of fire net 

b. The 2a.ttc-J.].':.;n Rea;!:' t:'I,t Dong lie, ).l:-~:L!i't13:np.d a S'~ati6n on the B~t­
talion ~.dmini£,tratjon cirL'1lit and OJ.'1.e on the. Ba.ttalion TAO f.L (IIIi') 
'between 1- 15 Ma,y, but it was. found. to be of no significant advantage. 

C .• ' Supportkg arms circuits for air and artillery were e.lDployed 
utilizing jTN equipme.'1t. 

a. T;1.9 Battalion :5'.ear a.t Dong lia. maintains wire comnunioations for 
a:lministrati ve purp~ses and proYides tw tru..'lka to the 9th Ma.rmea 

b. The Battalion mairltained an extensive CP wire system a.t :a:ill 689 
and Hill ,552 including links to each rifle oompany. 

,. Radig_2~~(' k..n Ml/TRC-27 circuit was employed. between Hill 689 and 
the IDle Si:l:t:;~ CiO:I:bt;.t; Basemai:ntained by 1st MArTines. 

, ", 

4. Po~(') Power for the Ilattelion Rear a.t Dong He. ia provided by .the 
11th Engi.llaerSf> 
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nEE Sl1r.l:.Q:g~ OO.QRDI_M.TION 

1. During the month of May, w;u.le 3/ 4 w~ operating in the lOle lSanh e:rea., 
'. artillCIY s.upport was provided by 1/11.. . 

2. lthile Op'9l'i.l.t.~::~ il1 the The Sanh a;l:''2a., forwai-d' observers in sUppQrt . 
of ,/4 oalled in 609 firS mi::':i~l:Ila I.!lOO. E:1~ 9,0.50 ~o All eAd.i.:t:ton­
al. 4,500 rounds; were e;;;:::ende:i on 90 3 E&I I E1 and 93 TOT targets. 

3. The £'011.(·',;>:!-.1":.2,' 1 to [j, CiUlIllI1a;r.y of art5.liery Sl.':pport .during ~hil month of 
Ka.Y1 

h~!1i2'£ Fire !~slliona Rounds Expanded 

1/11 e.C) 9,D5() 

~atte1ion ~ Rounds lll;ag)anded 

,1/11 905 4,1~~ 

btt.ui.Qg PJ,T Rounds E!pended 

1/11 93 372 

4. Prep fi.r:es for company operations and platoon patroJi.S were used 
ext€nsi vely. The se preI' fires \·,rere al 00 supr1 emen ted with 81mm. morta;r: 
prep fires .. 

" Co flIt: - during the mo,nth of MaY oal-ledin a total of 18 prep fires. 
Co It~>. d:~,~~:Lng t~o I.lOnth :>f M3~ called j.~l a total of 12 prel~ fires. 
Co '1L '! ~ c..LU.'i'lg ·1;.o.e month of May called in a. total of )L P:OOl' fireB. 
ao ft1.:11 - during the month o'f M3Y called in a total of 7 prep fires. 

5. CorI1-l1l(;ncing at 1800 H&! fires were begtm to deny the eneJ\Y' free move­
ment. 'Iil ose H&I I S were fired wi thin 200 to 300 meters of combat outposts. 
'!here is no way to determine if HM t B destroyed e:J1:! targets. H&P s are 
unobserved missions. Also there purpose is not to destroy- targets but 
to harass the enerrrr and to interdict his freedom on the t:t:'aUs and 
infiltration routes. 
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1. IUring the month of l-Iay, thG weathnr was good for all. 3/4 a.i.:r support~ 

2. Fixed w:L...rg support ~s requosted OIP.il.y. \I41il~ ~/4 was located in the 
lO:la Sanh 8;r0ilr. tl18 ~~\3C:'X'R,.in 2.,!11 obser'Ftt.ion offered excellent opportunit,r 
for 3/4 to emplo<y fixed i<r:inG' '!Jpport. ]'ixed wing strikes -v,rere called in 
support of 3/j uni is j'n con~cdot and in direct EU:pport of pending svroGps 
by units of 3 4.. "VI'hile flyjJ.'~g in support of units in contact, flights of 
F-:4- s, .4:-4' s and ~-81 s were used. These a.iro-raft proved very effective 
in aiding 3/4 in clearing out pockets of enemy resisience and in prEl:Vdlltj,ng' 

enamY;t'Ginforcement of units in contact with 3/4. FiX'3d wing strikes in 
support of 3/4 tallied many 11V,Jl confirmed" NVA. proba.bl.e ,and bunkers de.­
stmyed. 

:5. During the month of May, 3/4 requested 2)8 mad)....eVaos, using 208 
helicopters. H~y times during this period of time, med-evac airoraft were 
relPested into somelmat dangerous 1Z' a to ]»ich.nJ:l.:l? seriously >'1011nded 
peraonnel~ Wi thout the assistance and devotion to' duty of our heJdeopter 
pilots, many Mp"rines: might ha.ve died. 

4. lhring :t-IajI', 72 re~eata vere surei tted for NJ aircraft. Through the 
Jil)t 3/4 was able tc diroot artillery, lIIorte;r::s and fixed wing strikes against 
the NV/... The AO'S were instrumental in spotting enemy tro0p mOVeIn211C ... e':,i 
fort~fica.tions and were able to adjust artillery end mortar fire upon 
them. Wi,:thaut the ve,luabl.e aid of the ma.ny AO .flign'ta, 3/4, 'WOuld not 
he;va bean able to accoDplish their mission without auffering heavy cas­
ualties. 

5; lXtrini:. I .. ~:.~ month of Nay, 3/4 received 1.59 TPQ.'s of whioh 2Owero 
Emergency. ~nese strikes were instrumental in liit~:lng enemy resupplias 
and in destroying enemy pes iUona_ ' 

6. During the non th of MaY, 3/4 oonduoted four troO]iJ lifts, thre& in­
volved one compaYW and the other two companies. 

7. The folloiv.i.ng is a. summary of a.ir support for the oonth of MS3" 

all Fixed w:ing 

b • . AO I'...i.rcrn,f't 

o. Hed-evac 
d. ~roc.p lifts 

75 Oon trolled by AO/F I.e 

Oontrolled fixed wing, DOrtara ~d 
reconned routes in support of 3/4 

Relioopt~r8.CH.~ wer& uaod to lift a 
tot&.l of 108 troops. 

a. Tl'Q' 9 1.59 

1 

TI? Q' s ware conducted. hitting &!'tillery 
" 

f. mare ships 
poaiticns and ha:rboring sites. , =::6 Mar. fl_ .TMql~~@1 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
8. en 15 ; there were seven fixed wing air strikes run in support of 
Co "L" who had made contaot with an estimated dug in squad vicinity XD 
7924l6. 

9. On 16 May, there were E1ix fixed wing air strikes run in suP:Pi()rt of 
Co 1tK,l' ~t.I had engaged a well dug in NVA. platoon vioinity XD 788419. 

1O! . During the heav"Y oont8lOt on 17 eJ1d 18 May involVing Coots 'tI" and "M", 
A total of ~ i'i:;.: .. /l. l·lil:')~q' ai;.~ i;ltr;U=9f:l. ~;ore nm. 
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MlilDI a~~i'1f H'/tum 

1. '/4 maintained tli'J medil3.cl positions in Ms;p a. forward llAS on Hill 
669 and So ronr BAS at Dong Ea. 

2~ There wero ~:p'pr(1:dnateJ.y5rwO p[>.ti7n~l"~ to vist t; the forward B.iS, .:tn 
add! tion to GG.i>Ui:,}'-;::'e.;_' :i~f:flUl tir~S from. he· stile f'.o-!;ion, Ii. smell epiop..Ii; Lo cf 

: viral gastra en:te:;;it:. a 0 cot:rc:: t'.l the 1 aiii..Hr heJ.f of t,e month.. No ne"I 
Oases of malc"r:ia were I'e})0r'c'.··i,. fheJre 'V!SJ:'0 ol~ly t,,'I) n:c1h" Canes of venerll.l 
disea.se (botl: poet Li:'~~.:·" J3a.~~t"'::l i..:)n 11:orale WaS judGed to be very .b.i.?:~1.i' 

,.' Med-caTH) were not ccnnucted this monj~'h due to the oJ1V81'&e location rf 
tho .forwa:rd 5..:.':.[3" 

IJC...1 
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1. No oivil. aff sirs got::. vi-l:ies were ccnducted bY' this Battalion during 

KaY 1968. 
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1. lrbEll BEl'lding out LP's for r.ight security. ~ ta""ttc-*l1 oonsj.d~;Ucfta 
must be ta.k8l1 intC) aOooU11t~ 1..irai ted mowledge of the terrain due to dark;.. 

. ness and the use of E!\.tpporting a,!.'!nS. Once the LP has set in the 81. mor­
tars' e;re 1 aid on t.t,:3 IJ:P t s p08i tion with no"rth being 12 0 t clock. 'If the • 
tIllpt)ort:ing arms are to be US'3~,:t a/!justments are made by the clock system 

. and dist~ce (i.e.. 6 0 I clack, 200 lleters). 

'2. ,Under cC'mbat oo~ditiol.l.S it is inperative not only to tend to the 
needs of the oasuaLties but tlJ.so tc ensure a. constant, timely and accur-' 
-.t$ check on personnel. Constant attention to accountability while on 
patrol is mandatory starting with the fire team and squad leaders. \'lhen 
oesual ties axe inouI'red, the snall unit leader mst know which of his 
mm a;re walking wounded, whioh have bec..l1 eVacuated, and effeotives r6-
m~g. J~cwre.te lists of thoa evacuated by helicop·ter must be Ll~nta,i.ned 
r~ring designation of one person solely responsible for this ft:mction 
in the LZ. 

4. Within the Illie Sanh a;t'&a., the enany is well dug ill and uses tla.x:t.mttm 
camouflage.. He v..ullet A patrol get right on top of him before in! tia;t:;... 
ing oon-ta'lt.. Companies in this Battalion utilize a broad point squad 
eppl'Oxir:1ately 100 meters in frent of the !:lain boCly', thus enabling the 
poin t squad te, detect t~ enenu and ini tiAote cfntact before the tla.in 
uni t i 8 e:xpo sed'. 

4. The e..l1ell\Y'is well dug .i.n and while an. attacking unit cills in a.i.r 
SUpport, he will staY down. until the planes have dropped ell their load. 
Attar thG planes have finished their lUllS, this Batta.1.fon will hal1e the 
p1.enes contLYJlle to makG passes in crdGr to keep the snell\Y QC)vtl aul::! e.1.low 
the attacking unit to move ~ick1y in Oll the eneI!lf utllizLng the deoeptive 
runs of the l"l~es. " 

5. It w~ found that the CO? on the l'ltY.t'thweet side of Hill 6'89 could he'a;r: 
,the pop 0:;: the enenw mortars prior to the round impa.cting. In order to 
utilize this weming to the advantage of all personnel on Hill 689, a.s 
soon a.s a. pop was heard, the OF would notify the FSca 1i10 in turn wuld 
blow "a. whistle thereby giving all individuals within the Combat Base 
approxi~at.ely t~ seconds before the first enemy round would impact. 
CasuaL ties f:com ll1coming' showed a decline since the start of the '>Thistle 
warnilig syst~m. 
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" •. 
· get an ra.te fix on the enenw's position. The nash Qp on.Rlii 
689 did not w:Jrk as ex;pected due to t:18 terrain, but the systell~ waS 
feasible and 'WOrkable .. 
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