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ORGANT ZATT.ON AT, DATA

SEOTION T

ocatic:

3 Battglion, A1l Marines

¢

XD 848395,

s Hill 689 (XD 804403, 1 ~ 71 May), Hill 552 (XD 82%402» 1-4 M;;

16 = 3L May), Khe Sanh Corbat Base (1 - 4 May), Hill 470

%1 May)y Hill 8SL South (¥D 776438, 3L May), Quang Tri Province, Repuhlic
Of Vietname

2+ Period Covered in Repcrhe 1 - 3. Hay 1968

3¢ Billet sssignments

ae
b
Co
da
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fe

ge
he
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Commanding Officer
Executive 0fficer
&1

2

5-3

g-4
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o Co "IV
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GO Do myM
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21 May 1968
31 Mgy 1968
31 May 1968
3L May 1968
3L May 1968
19 May 198
3L May 1968
31 Msy 1968
19 May 1968
31 Mgy 1978
Al Mgy 1968
7L May 1968
3L Mgy 1968
4 Mgy 1968

1% May 1968
31 Mey 1968
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LtCol P. L. BOURNE Jr.
Maj Jo E. MEAD

Latht Je As P.ARKE
1stLt J« Co DAY

Maj V. E. FIRNSTAHL
Cavt J. D. CARR
1stLt J« O. SINGER
1stlt W. S. SELLERS
Cap't Jo B. TIH.AIJEN
1stlt W. S. SELLERS
Cap‘t Js Be 'DHALEN
Capt M. A. SEXTON
Gept Jo Lo MOLAUGHLIN
1lstlt B. N. FIERTZ
Capt Js Do CABR

Capt We J. MOARDLE
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o . f.tx-i AND PIRGINVEL ATLIVISTRATION
E, o A.. ) SR ,\ ‘*{! | .', B
l CXe Roplacements Received
s USMC Fnlisted 166
be USMC Officers. 4
cs USH Tnlisted 4
: - ds USY OFficers . 1
E 2+ Tersonnel Ratmbed
1 oo USMG Enlisted 12
- be USMC Officers . 3
g zd % Otheﬁr ?érsrmnei Losges
E- ! .
E ae MTrangfer by Service Reco_rds
% (1) URMC Fnlisted % o
E e Woun'ded in action
E— T 13 USMC Enlisted 'g;ggz
= 2) JSMC Officers -
3 3} USN Enlisted 5 ,
E 4) USN Officera 1 ‘ : _—
; oe Killed Iv gotion . ' T ' ‘ '
E H USHC Bnlisted 0 R
2) USN Enlisted 1
i -de Humenitarian Trensfer . R ;
{1) USN Bnlisted 1 '
; o 'Non-;ba,ttle Cwalties
] 1) USMC Enlisted - 9
E : 2) UsMC Officers -1 ' } .
; (3) USN Bnlisted | - o ‘ ~ ,
f. Intra Division/Regiment Trenafers B
%r, B ' o~ . . . . . .
%1 UG Enlisted Al
R 2) UMC Officers 2 ,
.{3) USN Bnlisted . 3 ]
o ,
Ii-1
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¢

mm v of RER Prips - T8

5+ Average Monthly Strength

ae USMC Enlisted 1099

. bs USMC Officers 34
©s USN Enlisted 54
2

@+ USN Cfficers

- 6¢ Persounel Shortages

Number

as Oificers Ak o8 Needed
Tapt 0302 1
Lt 0202 7
Lt 07301 2

. Number

'be  Enlisted " Benk o8 Needed

: | BgtMaj 9999 i -
lgtSgt 9999 1
GySgth 0%9 1
S8t - 03%69 2
E Set 031t - 6
sgt 033 20

Te Persormel administration during the month of Moy continued to improve.
The Battalion for the fourth consecutive month maintained z unit diary
error percertage of lese than LeO%. This is in keeping with the Commsnd=
ing Generyl's desires Vasualty reporting continued to improve by as-
signing a “wice-wounded Marine to the casualty receiving station &t ™dw
Medical Company, Dong Has His primary duties are reporting Battalion - -
Casuglties to the S-1, taking charge of wegpons and 782 gesr of the |
Battalion and assisting in unloading of med-evaes. Commmicgtions cone -
tinued to bc pror hetween the rear and forward areas, however, by making .
deily cour’er mure, it has'not caused a great delay in processing ad- -
ministrative materiale Cross-training is being conducted within the S-1
and all administrative personnel gre currently qualified to do at least
three jobe end all administrative personnel are qualified in casual
reporting ) ' oo } a
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SECTION ITT

: " '-}'ain can be expected at any time. The humidity aversges B85 P

_ positions afrroting the 3/4 At

S ..

S INTRLIIGENCE

d

1. [Merrgin. The lemain ir the vicinity of Hill 689 (XD 805407) ocmmisats '
of rollirg hills g:d dense undergrowthe The hills are generally flat

‘with sparse vegetgtion on the creste and tsll elephant grass on the .
glopes. Valleya are generally flgb with thiock underbrush consisting .

) of high elephant grass short bushy trees gnd thick shrubberys  Btregma
- offer no obsincley hoing ewift and narrows They provide a good source

of drinking water waen ha! e is used.

9. Westher. The westher for the ares consists of hot days with highs

in the upper %'s gid moderate nights with lows in the mid 70's. Light

¢

‘3. The following is the order of beitle for tie Kie Sanh area fox May
19683 ' A ’

Headquarters, 204th Division'at XD 7239

'5T7th Regiment, 304th Division at D 8028 .

68th Artillery Regiment, 204th Division at XD T040.
. Headquarters, 325C Division at X 8744 ‘
- Unidentified Dlgtoen, 325C Division ap XD 8242 L

Tnidentified Gompany, 325C Division ab X0 8037 - o

66th Iy Regiment ab ¥V 7316 o . ’

704th 4 R-giment gt X0 7237

808th NVA RBgiment gt XD 6237

68th artillery Batinlion st XD 7434

Unidentified Rattalion gt XD 8545

W

4. The fcllowing eve mortar, rocket, exrtillery and gnbi-alreralh

L

g: Mortar nogitions: o ' o . e

745401 BT392 S v
107352 ., 188358 195393 :
773403 . ~ 769398 . 809288 - ,
781382 T9L39x - - ¢, 8k2398
785382 : 791393 - 81539
78535 793399, - S 816%97
786766 : .

b.,.,,ROert' posi tiong: |
T46404 756304
754404 - 69401

I1I-1
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_operation was Hill 552 and the company's mission w take Hill 553
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Co Roc area (Jm 7331, 431, 7531, 7432, 7430), XD 712325 ad

“ID 75383, i
ds Anti-aircraft positions: ' ) '
693574 | 777412
717402 _ - TT416

. ' 5. The KVA burkers i t22 like Sarh area are generglly well constructed

with thick riechesds of Lsge: Tambno, and dirt, with cccasional engine
eer stakes gnd sand bagse “hese bunkers will generslly withstend artil-
lery and «ir strikes excep’ for direct hitss Bunkers were found by this
Battalion gt the following places: o -

785423 ‘ 806401 - 813394 - 819399

789403 810407 814397 - - 820395

. 802402 812404 815403. . 824406
o 805406 812408 816407 826394

6. This ‘Battalicn cagptured several ncew chicem gfézxades; ‘I’hese grenadea
have threads on the outsids of the cylinder on the top, thresda on.the -

_inside of the cylinder on the bottom and are flared at the bottome It

was discovered that the nandle could be screwed out of the grenedes, .
llowing removal of tie fuzs, and that the grenades could be screwed A s
togother to form-a ohofn &f granadede It ie believed that the grenades | '
can, be used in chains of two cr three to provide a morc damaging effeot .

“and that a chain of e:.ght,, ten or more could be used ag & bsgalore .
to:r.-pedo. ,

Te Erlsoners, This Battalion captured sxx NV4 during May 1968. .

ps Tac tivst NV4 was captured at O620K on 19 Mey 1968, when he’
‘entered ‘the Co "MT perimater mlsta,kemly believing it to be his owns
He ptated thab he belonged to thé Fst Battalion, 5th Regiment. The .
POW's unit came from Hanoi spproximately the middle of March-1968.. His

. caupany headquarters was located at XD 815403« His compesny has two o

lieutengnts lofte The POW hed seven chicom grena.dea, one Soviet AK-47
rifle with two magazines #nd 130 rounds. 4 .

be Pour IWA, three of them badly wounded were oaptw:ed by Co. MIn
at XD 819492 at 11005 on 19 May 1968. One a,ddltional NVA was captured

b 1145 on 19 May 1968 at XD 821403+ . _ o

(1) e of the VA captured at 1000 m PFO Phan Xagn 'Bnms
of the 1st Compeny, 1lst Battslion, M Battallon, %6Tth Division. He
was an gnmnition cerrier for 60mm mortars with'6the 15th squadsy 24
platoon ¢f the lst Company. He stated that the 1st Compeanyts aresa of

He also s5ld thp-t the 1at Gcmpany 2 base was att:

S IX-2
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] t morgle in the lst Cempeny is high because they are
"!k:llling many ARVN's and Ameriocana®. The POW had trained for one
month in Bac Thai Province, then came south by a 102d ealled Gia

Lieh through Laos, taking one and one half months. TUpon grrival in
early Mgy in the Khe Sanh area, the unit was split up for replacements.

(2) e 71, egptured at 1145, was Pvi Dao Xuan Dau of the lst
Company, 7th Battalion, 33 Regiment, 3%04th Division. He was a mortar
seotion legler with the 2d section, 10th squad of the lst Companys The
POW stated that the lst Company's area of operations is Hill 552 and
the company'!s mission is 1z take Hill 552, He sald the morale is very
bad in the Let Company beiee the men are afraid of the artillery and
bombinge ‘e POW had Sruins f. for one monih in Thai Nguyen Province, .

then came south by a road czllsd Gio Linh (poss'lbly Gig Lien, see a.bove)

through Laos taking three gnd one hglf monthss Tpon arrival in early
May in the Khe Sanh area, the wnit was split up for replacements.

8, The following is a list of gear captured by 'this Battalion during
May 1968;

NVA Helmet 22

NVA Pithe Helmet 8

60rm Mortar Rownds 97

60mm Mortar Fuzes 16

60mn Mortar Tubs 1

E2rin Mevtar Rounds 108

82mm Mo star Fuxes - 55

Rice 37 1lhae

S&-L'b R 2 1bse

Grain 4 1bss

REG Lamnchers 2

Infrg-red 3cope for EPG Launcher L -

RPG~2 /mmumition 241\ TOUnSy ¢
RPG-2 Jousters 15

BEPG-2 Fuges 2

Bangalore Torpedoes 5¢

RPD Machine Gums 4.

RPD Mgchine Gun Drums 5.

A%~4T7 Rifles 8

bK~47 Magazines 59 .
§¥S Rifles ' 7T - "
Teb2nm Ammunition 2,927 rounds .
ChiCom Grenades 1% ‘
NVA Cunteens 8

VA Canteen Pouches
NV4 Ponchos

NVA Packs

NVLi Entrenching Tools
EVA Rubber Stretchers
Lens Paper

Rice Bags

ITI-3%
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T

illess Gun Ammmmition w/ Case 12
NVA Trousers 2 pr,
NVA Snegkers » 1 pr,
Det Cord i ) 2 rolls
3 Jncrepents and prlmers o 2 cans
. © NV4 Clgymore Type Mines 6
' . ID Tags Made of C-Retion Cans . T -
' Trip Wire o 1 roll 7
- INT _ 272 1ba.
Comm Wire 3 ' 400 £.
Ho Chi, Shoes - 2 pr.
Hammocks ' 4
- Blasting <aps- 4
4 - . Medicel Kits. . 3 .
' ~ Assorted Medicgl Gea‘! S S -

E Eating Utensils .
© Assorted NVA Books gnd Documenfs
. Assorted NV4 Clobthing

‘ Assorted NVA 782 Gear

LURCLINTY ST
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SECTION IV

QPTRATIONS AND TRAINIIG

.1. . The uollomng ‘cv-a;n_ag was conducted by bt Ba.ttalion, 4th Marines
‘during May 1°¢ 68-

Bz gBJEer | OF HOWRS
. H&S0o  Memyins ’ : 10
: C Gumess, ' : 2
Firet Ald 3 . T3
© Beouting and Patrolling _ 17
Med~evac Procedures o :
Weapong Safety : et
" Go "IF Map and Cgomm.os ’ ; , 11
) Do Flrst Aia ' _ 3
Wea,pons Sefety : ) 5
Employment of Supporting Arms 5
' Patroll:.ng Technigues ' 15
Assanlt of Fortified Positions 5
. Squad Tactics ' 10
Radio Procedure 3
Co "K"* Call for Fire : . 2
- * Patrolling , - . 15

Weapons Safety 1
Tield First Aid , 3 1
Map and Compass : . 4
Bl ements of Reconnaisance ' 6

Co "L" Combat Patrols ‘ o ) - 43
" ' Recon Patrols , 35
Map and Compasa . ' ' ‘ 1T
'Radio Procedures =~ - . : R 8
. Cemoufl age . B 4
First 4id ot )
Go "™" Scouting and Patrolling , -
Tactical Bivouac ‘ : . 12
Supporting Arms : I 12
Weapons Safety ' . 10
- Radio Procedure , o , e 4

2. In gddition to. the above, alk individual Mamnes fired their

© wegpens “for Mgerott prior to assignment to a unit in the fielde

3. All replacements were given :.ndoctrina:t J.ectures prior to Joining
their wnits by the Gommandlng Officer, Sergeant Major and their Company.

Iv-l . BNCLOSURE (1)
- ' . -
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‘ On L Mgy 1968: Provisional Mechanized Company was chopped from 2/1
... OPCON to 3/4.
i On 4 May 1968: Provisional Mechanized Company was chopped from 3/4
~* OPCON to 2/1e . |
: . On 4 ¥y 198t Co's "IM gnd M' were chopped from 3 4 OPCON to
Task Porce Hobhi,
On 6 Mz 19688 To "M" was chopped from Task Foree Robhie CPCON to

. 34 Mgrinese ;
On 6 Mgy 19683 Co "I was chopped fram Task Force Robbie QPCON to
CG, 33 MewDi-i- ' : .
. On 8 Mg 19681 Co "IN was chopped from CG, 34 MarDiv §s 9th Marines
"OPCON to 173 :

o "I was chopped from % Marinee to 9th Marines

[+

' " Om 8 Mgy 1968+
\  CPOON o 1/9.
N ‘ lgn 14 Mgy 19663 Det, Co "a" (ED) was chopped from 3d Engan CRCON
v to 4.
‘ On 15 Msv 1%3; Dat, Co man (Eon) was chopped from 3f4 OPCON 0.
) 3@ EngrBn.
y On 16 May 1968: Co's WIM and "M" were chopped from 1/9 OPCON o
2O ) |
Cn 21 May 19683 two t&ams of Scout Bnipers, Headquarters Company,
7 were chopped from lst Marines OPCON to 3/4.

These were fask organized as followss

N Hill 689 (P Alpha (1-3L May)
- Det, 3&SCo % 4 {Omd Grpj
Co "KM (Reinfg 1-30 May)
Go L1 {Reinf) -
Det Bimm MortPlat, HASCo 3/4
.. Det 106 RRFlat, H&S0o 344
Tas ¥l.gpes, H&SCo 3/4 .
Dot Scout Sniper Plat, Hqu, 1st Marz.nes
Dat, Co "A” (EOD), 3d EngrBn (14-15 May) -
© Tet, 3d ch,re Party Bn (HST)

Bill 552 (1-4 May, 1631 May)
Det, H&S%o 7/4 (Gad pr) (1727 May)
Co Iw gReinfg 16-3. May
Co "M" (Reinf 1.6-30 My
Det Olum MortPlat, H&SCo 3/4 -
: . Det 106 RiPlgt, H&SCo 3/4
Det ¥lanes, H&SCo 3/4
i ' Det 3d Shors Perty Bn (HST)

Hill 471 (7-12 May, 3. May)
Co " (Re:i.nf, E?—-lz May )

Co ", (Reinf) (3L May) | | UN@M&SSHHE@
IV-‘-a‘.‘ S —FROTER (1)

: : | - ——————
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o Cc K" (Reinf)

ATL (cnta)

. Det 8Imm MortPle.t, B&SCo 3/4
"'Det 106 RRPlat, H&S0o 3/4
Det 3d Shore Party Bn (H5T)

| Hill 881 South (%1 Yay) .

Deb 2imm MortPlats H&SCo 3/4
Det 3d Shore Party Bn (HaT)

Khe g uh Combgt Base (14 Mov)
b 2500 3/4 (Cmd fep)
Co “ &Remf
(o "I% (Reinf
Det 8lmm MortPlat, Ué&SCo 3/4 \
Det 3d Shorc Party Bn (HST) :

- 3 Provisionagl Mechenized Compa*ly

Dong Ha (1-3L May)
D=t BE&SCo
Det Co "in
Det Co mi¥ ' . . -
. Det Co "I,® . ) ' )
“Det Co ™M ) B L

Ca Tu (20-31 Msy )
Det H&SCo

5¢ Close Combgl

e While in the Khe Senh arem, 3/4 was provided artlllery support o
by 1/1% (Texzepin) and 3/12 (John ‘Brown Gulf). | Lo

be . Maile in the Xhe Sznh grea, the Bgttalion rehmained :Ln a very 4
flexible pogture. The Battalion defended Khe Sanh Combgt Base for
the first few days of May. The Battglion's basie concept was to mgine’
tain two companies at Hill 689 and two companies at Hill 552, - ;f

Ce Continvous improvement of defensive positions was anpha:s‘ixed;
during this periods All compenies ran delly -patrols and established

night time LP'B/ambu hes as dirvected by the €O 3/4 daily ;Eragmenta:::y

orders. OQticr significant events of g non-combat ngture have been . Y
included in tbe chronologicsl summary for hzstorical and record purpoaee.

1 May: A% 0700, Co mi® prepared to move overland to-AEhe Sanh Combat |

" Base fo join Co "I" vho.had moved overland the previous dasys Co's "I"

and 'M" assumed the defense of Mo Saph from 2/1 who were to jump off

on gn operstion. -While Co ™" was enroute to Khe Sgnh, they found g

booby trap made of gu 82um mortar round with a trip wire at XD 833406.

As Co "M" hzd no engineer cgpability, it was merked for, future destruotion.

UNCLASSIFTED |
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AT UTe, zvéive Mgrines a,‘b H:.ll 52 were buming trash, when an unknow
explosive defice exploded cansing one desd nom-battle camuglty and four

- wounded non-battle casugities. Lt PLACE was eppointed investigating
: offlcer. . '

ST ‘ﬁwm'

. 2 May' Hill 552 received four rowumds of 8%mm morta:cs from ¥D 767592,
_ Tesulting ir no casugltiess Artillery was called in on the enemy posi~
S tion with o sotal of 104 rounds being expendede

‘Dgy patrolling was ccnducted with no contactse Co "I", while on pat-
Yol from ¥ae 8anh, foumd cne RPZ round at XD 857411s The surrounding =~
area was ch--ked with no significant resulise ° ‘

Co M, +hile conducting a wire security check, discovered two trip
vflares cuty one clgymore minz disarmed, and one NVA helmets Co "K' get
in an gmbush en the gvenue of zpproach to counteract. any enemy sapper
movement.

At 2220, Co "I" received five grenades thrown gt their 11nes. Cg;pt
SEXTON pleczd hie lines on 100 % glert gnd fired HE mixed with illumin-
gbion but nothlng further developed out of this enemy action.

3 Mgy: Co "I“‘, while on a company sme patrol, found g NVA bunker
complex ab XD 805406« Co "KM set up a 360° defense and conducted a
complete search of the arcae The tunkers were 6' x 7' x 4' with an
averhegd of 18" cmsisting of bamboo end dirte The search team found
one M-16 vifle which was. 1ater tumed over to let. Maxmes and varz.ous
NVA 782 gea::.

I TR 1A A O 0 RS P2 i L 0

4 May: At 0200, 2/1 retumed from their operation to asiume defense
of EKhe Sanh Gombat Bases Die to the heavy enemy contact around Cua Viet,
Co's I and ¥ were chopped from 3/4 OPCON to Task Force Robbie, th.le
Command Gruup npH retu:med fo Hill 689,

Co "L, whlle conduc* ing a platoon patrol, dlscovwed an NVA bunker
complex consisting of 35 bunkers 4' x 5' x 7' with an overhead of bam-
boo and dirt. Tee tunkera were destroyed and heavy H&I's planned on the
areges , v . ' -,

T T T e

5 May: Go "X", while conducting a squed recon patrol, discovered’
three bunkers at XD 874%97« These bunkera were 6' x 4' x 5' with an
overhead of bgmboo znd dirt 127 thicke A search of the area produced ,
ant:L—-a,Jrcra,ft .ghells lylng around the areas A.ll ba.nkers ‘were destroyed.

TR T,

At 1745, Hill 689 received ten rownds of 60mm mortars from XD 781408.
Slmm mortrz, 8 ware fired in a counter-mortar role.

ULL AL

. 6 Mays Co "EM, while conducting a platoon size patrol, disscevered
an WA tunker complex at XD 787406« The hunkers were well comstxucted -
and gbout one to two months old. While conducting a search of the grea;

Cowe o |TEASE]

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

. o ‘

ound one M-16, one 3/5" rocket launcher, 782 gesr snd dooc-
uments, all of which were turned over to S-2.

' 7 Mays Patrols were comducted with no contacts or sightings. Hilll.
689 received 15 roumds of 60mm mortars from XD 785397« 4n artillery

migsion wge fired snd the incoming csa,sed.
\

% ‘ 8 Mgy: i1l 689 received 15 rounds of 60mm mortars from XD 785397.
' bn artillery mission was fired ard the incoming ceaseds o "L", while
- ‘conducting = platoon sisy patrol, discovered four NVA bunkers 8' x 43! x
4! yhich vere sbout +wo mcnthe old at XD 802400, The patrol destroyed
all the buntamws and ecatinusl on thelr mission.

At 204.0, an M-33 grensde deuonated in a flgh’cmg hole cn the lines
"at Hill 689 for an unknown reascn, killing tw Marines. Lt GIARDINO
vas appowted mvestibgtlng of*"lceu

g May: Hill 689 recelved two rounds of unknown cgliber art:llery fnm
an wknown directione Observstion of the area was continued with no re-
Sul'tBu S

‘ A Co ”L" plgtocn size pe,trol found two /P mines and 11 82mm mortar
rvounds at ¥D 810407, The gear was brought back to S-2 and a segrch of
the area was completzd with ne furthe» resulis. The patrol continued.

A Co K" plghoon shge patrel located a small destroyed wvillsge and
- found two overhegded bunkers with miscellgnecus gesr and doctments atb
XD 847%% The bunkers were destroyed and the gear and ddouments
' tumed over to S-2.

. At 16304 a fo VK Marite was bumed on the hand, srm and eyes while:
trying to buma and PG incremente. The Marine was evacugted to D-Med
“gnd an J_nvntlge ting offn.ﬂer was uqr_a*'**.un‘cﬂdo

10 Man Co "I", while, conducting g plgtoon mfwe patrol, dn.scoveredv ’
: various U.eSe 782 gear end NVA gmmition at. XD 805496« One article
gach item found was turned over to 8-2 and the rest of the gear wa.s
- blown in places The patrol continued on their migsione

1L Mars Hill 689 received four 120mm mortar rounds from y o) 791391-
: .AI"tlllOJ’V wag €alled in snd the incoming cessed. .

a A Cy "Au“ pla tocm slze patrol discovered seven ov;rheaded 'Bunkers a‘lit
~+ XD 801402, The bunkers were two to three months old snd not recently
<" used. K1 were des*royed. ) 0

" At 00GL, the PPS-6 p:’..cked vp movement of gbout ‘l:hxé’e IWA digging in -
at XD 80040Le 4rtilliery was called in gnd the movement ceased.

" 12 Mays Deytime patrals were conducted with no
V-5
DECLASSIFIED




I

MM@[LAW ;ﬁ ﬂ’"‘mwm _.

DECLASSIFIED

¢

. the grea with no sightings.

‘L" OP observed seven rounds of estlma,ted 120mm rockats being
fired from XD 769401, landing 2000 meters north of Hill 689 An Artil-
lery miszian was fired resulting in 18 secondary explosionss )

1% Mgy: Hill 689 received eight rounds of 82mm mortars from XD
785382+ 4n artillery rmissim was celled in and the incoming ceaseds

e army ™Mit had moved off L7 Peanuta so Co "LV conducted a comp any
Bize patrol tu checik the avea outs The comparny moved te LZ Pegauts and
secured it gnd conducted s sogrch of the greas There waa a lot of 782 .

‘geary wegrons gnd equipmert laf* behind. The imporignt Jegr was carried

back to &=2 ani the rost was ategsd to be heli—»lifted out in the future. -

‘14 Mgre Hill 689 received two rounds of 83nm mortars from XD '{'81382.
An artill ery mission was called and *he incoming ceaseds

. At 0150, Go "i¥ reported seeing one flgure at X 805409, Mn H-26
€renade was thrown and the movement cegseds Co '"K" camtinued to obsgerve

15 Maye Hill 689 received five rounds of 82mm mortars f;'om XD

1774026  Ariillery was celled in and the incoming stopped.

Af 0805, a Jo "L" platoon patrol hegan receiving heavy small ams
and antone’ic wegpone fire from KVA dug in ak XD 792416 ond 2D 788418e - -
The patrol returmed fire, called in supporting arms and established a
defensive perimeter. The rmeinder of the coupany was commitiad and -
link-up wis effectcd abt 0850 4t 1048, Co “L! moved out bowerd Hill
758 after four flights of fixed wing had been runs At 1154, Co "L#
overran the NVA bupkers, consolidated and began their moved back towards
Hill 689. I)urln0 o "L"'3 withdrawel back tc Iill 689, they received °
120mm morteras Suppresive firs was called in with artillery and the
incoming c= .sui. At 1420, Co "L' rotumed to the Battalion positione:

The regults of the Go "L contact were four Marines KLi, 34 Marines
VI4 evas; four Merines WIA non-evae, six NVA KI4, one RPD machine gun,
three A-d7 rifles, one 9K8 carbine and miscellsneous equipment; captureds

16 ‘myr 4 plaboon pavool from Co MEN was sent out to check the. arveg

. where Co "L had made contact the previous day. At 1020, the patrol

made contact with FVA dug in gt XD 788419 and XD 792416, the same.ares
of the Co "L" confact of fhe previous daye The platoon- returned fire, -

“called in supporting srms end Huey gunshipse At 1335, the pabrol started

receiving heavy barrages of 82mm mortar rouwndes Counter mortar and

,artlllcw was fired and the incoming cegged at 15%0. A;t 1515, the yew ¢«

aining units of Go "E" had linked up with the patrole {ept THOMAS,
Comp ey Comander of Co "&7, egtablished a 360 perimeter, consolidated
his position and evecuated his casualties to Hill 689, 4t 2020, Co 'Kn
retumed to Hill A89. Tha reaults of the contact were one M‘[m 11
WLA's evac end two WIA's non-evacs

Iv-6
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b5's "IM and "M" began a tactical merch from Ene Senh Come
bat Base to rejoin the Betbalion. At 1900, the lead elements of Co "MW

‘cafle under heavy. smsll ams and automgtic weapons fire at XD 817402e

Te lead platoon was seperated from the two resr platoonss Go "I

- eongolidgted and set in at Hill 552.

#17 Mgyr At 0032, Co "M' had linked up with their seperagted platoon
and pulled back with their casuglties to effect a link up with Co “IM
at Hill 552, 7The eamglties for the 16 May contact were 5 KlA's, 17
WIA's evac and three WIA's nowesvace .4t 0415, Co 'I' observed eight

" NVA digeing ab XD 818501 gd caglied ip 8lmm morigrs with illumingtiones

AF 1000, Co WIH receiwved hisavy avsll prms snd automgbic weapons fire
from XD 818401 while Go "% ot Hill 552 received 12 8lmmmortar rounds
from XD R09389s Co "IW cgllel in six flights of sixed wing on the . enemys

AD 818401 in preparation for an assanlt on thigzgog-r _
b .

PR ouome o TR o215 T artillehy B0 ailence the ifcomings A% |
Co ®TIY began their sesavlt meeting hesvy smgll ame and antomgtic weaponss
Co "I pulled back to use 60mm znd 8lmz mortars. At 1700, Co I began '
to fire gnd maneuver up the hille At 1910, Co "I" closed with the

enemy and secured the top of the hill. At 2000, the grea was swept for

 wegpons zd equipmont gnd Co MIM returned to Hill 552 at 2100 The re~

sults of the contact werc 20 WIA's aud 22 NTA KIA's confirmed.

18 Hay: 4% 00%), Co *M observed 12 K74 moving down a slope in a
gouthovic direction gt XD S1£400, called in grtillery mission with m=-

 known vesulise A% 0335, Go 7 obssrved seven VA sitting on a hill. ab

¥D 816407 observing the ares called in grtillery miggion. &% 0520,

Co "M* @&iscovered gad captured. sm injured KVA inside the peringter. The
POW was interrogated end med-evaced o lgb Marines. The PCY stated that
he thought he was entering his own perimeter Turing the afternoon, a .
two company sweep was made bebween Hill 689 and Hill 5%2. At 1315, Co
MKH. fomd eight overhegded bunkers and a 50 morbar pit with various
enemy gear. at X 8122404+ During ine afternoon, Co "IN feund 20 over-

‘hesd=d binkerss tw> VA bodies gnd assorted enemy geaX at XD 815403,

. 19 Mays Hill 689 received two 60mnm morter rounds, 14 82mm ortar
rounds and two 120mm mortar rounds and Hill 552 received geveral

- GOvwm mortar rounds and one 8omm mortar round. A% 0230, Co "It reported

their lines were proked by 10 %o 15 FVA who fired small ams, threw
geenades and fired two RPG roundse Co "Tv returned firs with small ~
arms ond sutomabic wsapons and supporting arms. At 0440, Co "I received
60mm mowter fire and were gssgulted on the east and weat flanks

"t by o estimated company sized unit. A% 0425, the enemy began digging

in south smd west of Co WIF ot Hill 552 and Co "I" was receiving heavy
arall arms fire. A% 0845, Co "I" hed repelled the attack and was pre-
prring to move dut and sweep ‘the area in front of thelr position.

As the company moved out, the lesd clements made contact with six enemy
soproximately 15 meters in front of their linese A%t 1103, Co ¥IM" ™
Loogted one NV4 in a spider hole snd engaged several NVA with small
armg gt XD 821401. At 1510, a Co nL% recon patrol located one USMC
tody at XD 792416 that was identified as the MIA from Co "KW's conta.ot.
of 16 Meye At 1905, a Go "i" patrol found three bfFESTS:3 :
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and.adsorted enemy gear at XD 619399. In ome bunker five bodies,
possibly Chinese, were founde The resulta of Co "In'g contact were

(J -

.- five WIA's evae, four WTA's non-evac, 39 NVA KIA's oonfirmed asnd four ‘ '

NVA POW'sa _ , '

20 May: A% 002%H, Co "Mi" at Hill 552 hegrd enemy digging outside |
the perimeter to the norths Also hegrd enemy movement betweon Hills
689 and 552, At 10000, Co "I" found six fresh fighting holes gt XD
824406, A% 1210, g Co 'EM patrol spotted g parachute being used as .
cgmouflage in g bomb crafer ot XD 799402 with black snd red comm wilre . -
rmning from there towuwrd 711l 6L2 gnd one Wunker z+ X0 811 798, At

1205y a Go "M patiol lcouated thrs old bunkers snd three mines in as

.open figh%ing hole a% XD 612408, 4% 1315, & Co 'M7 patrol Located
five W* tudies at XD 518403, Nearby; the pabrol foud g bunker
complex with 12 Leshgped bunkers and various gear. At 1700, a Co MIM
patrol located a bunker at XD 8263°4 and various IVA gegr and mortar
pogitions gnd figiiing noles at XD 820295

2i May: Hill 532 received two 82mm mortar rounds. Ab 1208, a
Co ™" gquad recon patrel found blue comm wire at Xd TOTALS running on
an azimuth of 210 degreegc At 1705, a Co MK patrol at XD 792398
Made contact with an unkaown number of enemy gt XD 792398 and were .
pinned down by gutomatic wegponse At 1840, a Co HKM platoon reaction
force at XD 792398 made contact with the encmy ab XD 79%39€, exchanging
grenaden 204 mogl} arms gnd  recoiving four WIA's. At 2000, the Co "
Patrol wa: returning So the G2, while the reaction force congeli dated
and requosted emevgency med-evecse A% 2125, thres t4 six NVA threw
Beveral caicoms and fired three 4K-/4T7's gt the perimeter on Hill 552. -

22 Mays AV 0055, o sqiad from Co K" gn¢ corpsmen gnd stretchar
hearers Linked v with e Co "WK" zegetior wiatson at XD 792398 aAn
0420, the Co "XV patrcl wetusted %s Fiil 683, At 0707, the Co KM regction
Platoon resired $o Hill 639, At 0020, a Co MMM patrol found
one ¥V boly about four days old, killed Wy artillery at XD 819395. 4t
0930, a Co "M" patrol located an interlocking bunker complex of seven
overheaded bunkers gt XD 818%9%e 4t 1055, z Go "M patrol fomd 10

- ineemplete bunkers with no overheades at XD 814394, At 1178, g Co MIn

patrol found three RPG rounds, one split bomb and miscellgneousg .
NVA gear at XD 817411, 4% 1225, g Co "In recon pabrol observed thres .
VA moving north -t XD 823415s AL 2054, Co "IM gt Hill 552 spotted '
possible enemy movement at XD 829397 and fired a 4.2 morbar missione

23 Mays Hill 689 received one 120mm mortar rounde &t 0730, a Co
"KM patrol locatsd one chicom e¢laymore mine and one fresh footprint at

XD 807407« At 1000, & Co "I recon patrol spotted one NV4 ot XD 822405.

4t 1010, & Co ™" pgtrol reported receiving small arms fire from §D
194398 They returned fire amd initiated an assgult on the enemy pos -
itione. At 1125, the Co "KM patrol reported receiving 25 60mm mortar
rounds from XD 790400. At 1145, the Co K" patrol received 20 addi-
tiongl 60mm mortar rowmds from the same locations 4% 1330, Go K¢

s UNGLASSER) | -

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

saeive smgll arma fire and 60mm mortar fires Ihe enemy
streng‘bh was estimated at o9 reinforced . squad with one mortar sectione
At 1430, Co "K" continued receiving 60um mortar rounds and received two

© 120 mm mortsr rounds resulting in two KIA!'s and nine Wli'se They
continued the attack and foumd several L-shaped bunkers end one 4K-4T7,
one RPD machine g and asssorted enemy gears At 1550, Co "KM had secured
" the areg end was receiving 82mm mortsrse One platoon moved casualties
to a secura L7, st 1900, all-of Cs "K' had retuvrned to Hill 689, The
vegulte of the Co " countacth wers two Kiita, 11 WIA's evac and eight -
NVA XKI4's confirmed. o

24 Mgt AL OCDUg a On IR (o) nq,trol located one tunker overheaded.

yit!r‘mismllanpous guar gt tn2 bege of the hill a% XD 822413%.- In the
spgme gre> She patrol £ nmr’ 5 downed ‘hu: N gunsmp appro:»uma,tely two
months olis At 2130, Jo "M" vhile patrolling the perimeter of Hill

552 found cne de=d ":mdy, shoudl 5' 67 in height and possibly Chinese,
at XD 823401, 4lsv found were four spider holes and s hole with an
excellent observaticn of the Hill 552 LZ at XD 821402. The hole had &
Huey" rocket Lgancher gnd 15 rockets in front of ite

. 25 Mu7: At 0235 (o "K' reported sceing a silhouette of one man

at the wire at ¥D 807409, They threiw cne M-926 grenade and the man -

disapozareds A% 0800, a Co "i# patresld fowmd four bunkers with two foot
' overneaded comstructed «f 106mm cenmigstera ot XD TO2436. - At 1240, a Co
© MMM vasan patrol fomd twe meviar pite, twe OVLL"le"dad amno pits, and

two overicpded unkers eonnected by comm wire gt XD 8L2uS At 1%20,

a Co "IN vccon patrol. obgerved five fresh fcoutprints ab }!'.D 7793999 ‘

26 Mays Hill 689 received 41 60mm rounds.from XD/T934iT7s fired.an artile:
lery nigsion and incoming ceasede &t 0045, a Co "K"* LP heard movement of '
spproximgtely three enemy moving in g northerly direction at XD 817403
At 0930, Go "M received sniper fire from XD 807399. Co Mt gglled in
8lrm mortsra snd srtillerys At 1100, Co ™" on LZ Peenuta received
snipaer fire from a bunkers They withdrew snd called in and artillery
miaszion. At 1120, Co "' at XW 811395 chserved enemy in bunkers st XD

) 1791 with barbed wire chmmneling the avenues of gpproach. Co e

" cazllod 8lmm moriars, artillery and 106mm recoilless pdihe fire on the
bunkerse At 1245, Co "Ml roceived one short 105mm round resulting in
one friendly WI4. A% 1400, Co "M withdrew to XD 812398, leaving one HIL

vieinity LZ Pegnute
27 Mayt Hill 689 received two rowmdas of T5 mm pack howitzer fire.

At 1050, o 3/4 VR flight of two CH-46's received +50 caliber fire

- from XD 781399 At 1215, Co ¥L" found six L-shpamed bunkerg, five
trenches, 100 to 200 fect of comm wire and one NVA bowl and eating
utensilsoe 4t 1300, Co "M" at XD 8053% received light amall gms
fire fron s squed sized enexy fords at XD 807393 Co "M' retumed fire
with M-60 machine guns, 305" rocket lawmchera, M-T9 grenade laguichers g
oalled supporting fires behind the enemy position to prevent reinforce-
nent. At 15950, g Co "MW platoon gt XD 808397 received murtars from XD

I [T
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809301 and~odntimed to veceive mmall arms fire from XD 806394 A4t

. 1401y Co "M" remained in contact and fixd wing support was being run.

" 4% 1530y Co "M" begen pulling back with their casualties. At 1730, Co
"M" had consolidfted and was preparing to evacuste casualtiese At 1820,
‘all med-evens were completed end Co "M" bagan retuming to Hill 5524
The results of the Co 'M" contact were five KIA's, 22 WIi's, two WIA's
nomeevacy two MIA's gand 34 NVA KTA's confirmed. Tae one MIA from 25

. May was recovered XA : :

@B Mays At 1955, Co "X" while checking the wire at Hill 689 found.
_ bamboo poles wnder the wire to be used for raising the wires. Aleoy
bambood stskes wera driven into the ground next o the stecl stakes.
One claymore was fowmnd dissrusds 4 noise like pounding stakes into the
ground ené metal clanging was heard abeus 600 mebers cute Co "KM was
pu;c on 50% glert wtil 24005 then on 100% glert until 0630 on 29 May

29 Mgzys Hill 689 received three 82m mortar rownds gnd six 120mm

mortar rowdss Lt 0725, a Oo " recon pgtrol found one dead NVA

with pack, helmet and two chicom grenades gt YD 829404+ At 0730, Co

UL" found one bamhno pole aprroximately nine feet long cutside bhe

first strand of cancertinas 4t 0945, Co "M% found one nmartar pit, o
~ four bunkers and assorted gear at X 815792. At 1045, a Co "Mt recon
-pabrel found mud on bezten down grasa and other indications of meany
movemant b ¥B 814396 forming s trall towex@ the Co "MM position.

, 20 Mars At 0914, Hillk 689 received four rondas of estinated 122mm
rocketls fvom vicinity of XD 795301, ‘La artillery nmission was Jized

with unknown resultae. At COL5, g Co "L" squad recon patrol mede initial
contact with gn estimgtad elx NVA grmed with .50 caliber nmachine guns at
XD 795415 The squal rocon patrol set up a %60° defense. The rengining
mits of the first platoon of Co "LM were sang out to link up with the
patrol. Cozusliies wewre evacuated snd a search for the one MIA was
conducted with negative resultss The platcon used supporting amms to.
silence the enemy fire gnd withdrew back to Hill 689 at 17C0. -

3L Mays A plabtoon combat patrol from Co "' commanded by Lt JOYNER
Bear:hed out the area of contact from 30 Mgy for Co "IM's MlAewith no
Tesullis, Qo "EM digplanad o Eill 881 South and Co "WM" $o Hill 47
Co "L¥ conducted g ons day squad recon pstrol, one OP and two IP'so The
recon patrol discovenad fresh tracks believed to be from a squed plus
at X2 €14402 moving to the northwest « Upon departure of Co "WiM from
Hill 552, Jc “I" gssumed compdete responaibility for Hill 5%2. (o "Kn
-digplaced from L7 Wren at (830 to Hill 881 Suuthe Co "K" wgs reinforced.
ty personnel frem 106's and 8l's to man wegpons left on position by /1 ™.
unitse Two LP's were conducteds Co "L" commenced s platoon combgt patrel ™
tc the vicinity of XD 793418 Artillery snd mortar preps were fired
during the mcve. As the patrol moved across the top of the ridge line
one jK=-47 and nmiscellaneous gumunition was founde As the last cbject-
ive area was swept, the platoon received 82nm mortar incoming reeul ting
in seven WA'se Counter mortar was fired by artillery accounting for
threa secondary. explosionse— The incoming cessede Oo "lit-assumed
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defense of Hill 689 when Co ™™ digplaced to Hill 861 South. e lines
were apgmented by H&SCo persornel.. Cne QP and two LP's were conductede

Co "M" displered averland fo Hill 47i at 0925 and assumed control of the
hill from Co "H" 2/1. One (® ard two IP's were conducteds A gection
- on 106's and 8l's wexe displaced Jo Hill 4TL and attached to Co M,

*0n 19 May, Task Flemen® Qus.il, commgnded by Mzjor MEAD (Battslion XD),
was fomed to cvcnduct the defense of the Hill 552 Complexe 'the Commgnd
-Group "A" lecase Fuom as Task Element Ale under LitCol BOURNE and cone
duoted the defznge of Hill 689 With the threat of an attack on Hill

552 minimized, Task Wicmeais Qusll and Ale were disbznded on 27 Maye o
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LOGI STIC3

RSt ks cbmi i

1. Genergl

me The T.5tgl:or remained on Hills 689 gnd 552 dquring e (;g:?g
WIM gnd "MN wzoe OPUON to TR for g short period of timee CGo "KM was
ghifted to Hill 47L for g neriod of five dayse AL the present tiwvz we

. maintain Hills €81 sonth, 659 552 and 4TL.

be Daily resupply of Clgss I, III, IV, end V items has been con-
dueted from L7 Cames by helicopters Class IT items have deen motorized
%0 LZ Cameo snd from there by helicopter to the Babtalion,

2- Supply
as The oversll supply support during this perisd was sgtisfactory.

: be Some critical shortages of supplies existed and were reported
in the Logistics Summary Report:

Gas Maesk, Smally Medium and Laxg®

Telephoney T&-l/PT

hotor Trgnsport, repair pa:x:ta

3,5 Bocket Lamcher

106 Recoillags Rifle

Compressor, Recivrocabting for Flamethrower

3¢ Trangportation

ae Motor tranpest support from Division Motor Transport has beem
very poore - Thig lack of transportation has put a strain on the Bate
talion's vehicles. Somewhat of a problem does exiat with the daily
trash rune The trucks often do not pick up an entire load of trash.

be. The deadline rate for the M-422A1 is 23 % of 18 vehicles,
four are desdlineds All four agre down for 3d echelon repairse ALl
four are in FLSG-Bs Two M-4224l'a have been dropped from the Battalion's
-~ sccount gnd two others have been placed on orders

™

_ ce There are five commmications vehicles in the Battelion of which
one is degdlinede ' One MRC-87 is in FLYG~B for work on the wiring systeme

 de The Battalion has 30 M-27442 vehicles of which 12 are deadlineds
All are awaiting parbts which have been put on requisitions

ee¢ The Battalion has four M-37BL vehicles of which one ia desd-
lined for a new engines Having one of these vehicles deadlined greatly
increases the worklogd of gll other vehicles in the Battalion.

vl ENCLOSURE (1) |
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£+« Tha Bagttalion has oné Luber gnd one Steam Jemny which are both
degdlined for parts that are on order. -

‘4¢ Maintenance

ae The deafline wabe for the M-27442 is still very highs 'The
Battalion has been using them quite extensively and parts are still

" not in supply. The deadline rate for the M-42241 has decressed a

congiderabie umount over the last month.

bs The motor treuspor: sectisn has had o small portion of ltg
vehicles a® LZ (amevs it still has maintained the greater partion of

. its shop &b Dong Ha and has run on’ 4 bighly proficient basis.

Brclosure (1) 3/4 -4 Ltr 4/J08/jtt of 1%May68
kz S-4 SOP FOR KHE SANH AREA OPERATIONS

V-2 ~ ENCLOSURE (1)
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HEADGUARTERS
, 34 Battglion, 41t Marines
3d Marine Division, Flieet Marine Force
FPO, San Francisco, 96602
4/308/ 3%
13 May 1968
. Froms S-4

Tos Sgt. OfConnory, S-4 L Gameo

1. Purposs. To promalgste exgidcl uly the duties Leun.red of 3/4 per-

© sonnel, et gl, at L% Camso.

2. 84 Drsics =nd Redponsibilitics

as Receive reeupply requesitions from Battslion position, aspd fill
(ags I, IT, IV, and V requests from LSU at Cameow :

be Forwsrd Class IT requests to S-4 Rear.
¢. Request helicopters from lst Marines S-4 LZ by 1800 the day prioms
d.  Stage a1l gear on LSA. for shipment to the Battglion.

@+ Receive and fill water bladders as soon as possible and restage

" for shipment to the Battalion.

f. Procure eny md all supplemental gear (SP packa, fresh frult,

- alreraft matting, etcs) that moy be used by the Battallon.

g+ Keep Bn X0, 5-4 with Bn, S-4 at KSCBy and S-4 Rear informed of
all pertinent developments at least once each day and as necessarye

he Manifesting Equipments All gear arriving at Cameo from Dong Ha
will have g responsible NCO in charge with g mgpifest 1iste This will

be checked against the gear to determine if any is missing. All gear sent

from Cameo to the Babtalion position will glso be mgnifested on standard
forms, whether by extemal load (attach sheet prominently for Battalion
§-4 to find), or internslly where a responsible NOO will be given the
nenifest and instructions to deliver it to =4 at Battalion.

i. Manifesting Personnel

(1) Incoming personnel from Dong Ha arriving at LZ Cameo will
have an NCO with a roster in charge. He will repoxt to $~4 Cameo. 8-4
Cameo will manifest on a definite roster all personmel going to the
Battalion poasition, gppoint an NCOIC, and have him Heliver one copy of
the roster to:the 81 representative at the Battaliono T™e other copy

will be kept on file for two weoks.

-3 ENCLOSTRE (1)
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(2) Incoming personnel from the Khe Sanh area wildihave an NOOIC

sppointed for the return to Dong Hae lake a duplicated copy of the
rosters One copy ‘will be kept at Cameo for two weeks and the othier given
to the NCOIC, who will give it to the S-4 Rear upon arrival in Dong Hae

jo S-4 Caneo will be given the responsibility for the control and
actions of 4l 3/4 personnel ab Cameos Transient personnel ramalning
overnight wiil sleep in the 3/4 areas ,

ke Th‘e duties of the personnel at LZ Caneo are as follows:

- (1) Food Serw:

(a) Prepare ho® field chow for the Battalion position as
required v S-4 dlrectlvee.

(b) Mai nta:_n mess Wit ab L7 Cgneo copable of preparing foed

for the flela part of the Battslion for delivery in vat cans at any timee

(2) Mailman _
(a) Sort mail for delivery to the Battalion position.
() Eneure delivery of such mail to Battalion posifion. -

{c) Recelve meil from Batbtalion position and ensure its re-

Wen to Dong Hae

(3) Motor Transport
(s) Carry out the instructions of S-4 Cameoc. ‘

{p) Naintain proper maintenance of 3/4 vehiclese

JAMES 0. SINGER
latlht UsMC
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8-4 S0P FOR KHE SANH AREL OPFRATIONS

CONCEPT OF OPFRATION

Resupply requirements are laid on the S-4 representative with the
Battalions These, along with normal resupply itema, are ordered from S-4
Stude At Stud, the orders arve broken into two groupss first, items that
¢an be filled from the Stud LSU, are filled gnd sent by helicopter to the
Battalion positions second, items that cannot be procured at Stud (nor-
melly Olass IT items), are ovdsred from Dong Ha S-4 Rear. These items
are sent from Dong Ha to Stud by truck, then flown to the Battalion.

'BROCUREMENT OF VEHIGLES AND TWLIVERY OF GEAR

From 2/ Rear to Stud, . transportation is by 9th Motors trucks which
are fragged uhrough Division Motor Transport from S-4 Rear by 1800 the
Previous evening. Cear going to S-4 Stud is escorted by 3/ 4 personnel.
who gre responsitle for the gegre One men is given the overgll respon-
aibility and is given a mgnlfest list of gear and persomnel which is turned
over to ’che S~4 Stud representatives

Belicopters from Stud to the Battalion position are fregsed by 3/ 4
8%tud S-4 persomel by 1800 the night before through lst Marines S-4e If
at all possible gear is flown externglly direct to the Battalion positions
Passengers are maonifested direetly to the Babtalion position and an NCO
is placed in charge of the group with g manifest list whiech is tumed over
to the 8-1 representative with the Battalion.

REPORTS

From S-4 Battalion position, a dagily ammo count on meleet items is
called directly to Task Force Hotel (as per lst Marine directives). R
Weekly, a Colram smmo report is called to Task Force Hotel, consisting
of the nmumber of rounds within the Battalion, mumber used (plus notewor thy
results); mnd number received on Tresupply. ,

Noxrmal Ba‘btalion and division reports are prepared and sulmitted from
S"‘4 Rears .

LOCATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF S-4

3/4 S~4 Rear (Dong Ha Combat Base)
1 5-4 Officer, 1 Logistics Chief, L S-4 Clerk
Battalion Supply
Battalion Motor Transport

Responsibilities:

Provide coordingtion for all S-4

Trag vehicles from Dong Ha to Stud
Provide household services at %/4 Rear
Prepsre end submit reports as required

, V-5 ' . ENCLOSURE (2)
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momr . rOCRET
-4 8tud (b7 Stud)

- 2 8-4 Repsy 4 company suoply reps, 2 Comm personnel, 4 cooks,
4 Motor Transport personnel, 1 mailman

Responsibilitiest
Draw and forward (lass I, TIT, IV, and V supplies to Battalion

Receive gear and personnel from N-4 regr a,nd trangport to
Battalion pogition

Prevars gnd delivny hot meals to Batbalion position

Trag all supply hel icopters from lst Marines

Maintain radio commimicgbion with Bgttelion rear

fort mglil Juw delivery to Battalion position

Speciel Equipment
, 5 GP tents, PRC-4T, 1 telephons, emall field mess v/ ranges,
_'bmmers, and ves cansy 2 POYs, 1 mite w trailer, 1 mule and 1 waler
~ trailer

§-4 Khe Ssnh Conbat Base
L 8-4 Rep
Regpongikilities
Coordinagtion betwesn 3/ 4 and lst Mgrines S-4
Herdle all 3,/4 supplies gd personnel coming into kKhe Sanh
Combat Bgse and dispagtch as necessary

" Special Bquipment : S
1 mile .

S~-4 Battalion
1 &4 8g%; L S-4 clerk, 1 grmorer, 1 motor transport mechanic,
3 HST perscrnel

’%esponsn.b#hes
Determine supply needs of Ba’ctallon and order accordingly
Maintain LZ, coordinate loading end uwnlogding of helicopters
' Mgintain appropriate reserve-levels of (laes I, ILT, and V goex -
Control. and ensure proper distribution of supplies
Provide 2d echelon maintengnce for wegpons and vehicles
Goordingte evagcugtion of casuglties (with supervismn by H&S
Co Comnmander)
Knep Battalion Conmander informed of logistlcal s:l.tua,’clon

Specigl Bquipment
1 telephone

JAMES 0. SINGER
1stlt TaMe
V-6 ENCLOSURR cé}g%
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SECTION VI
COMMUNT CATTONS AND FLECTRONICS

1, Rgéi@

* The Patt&:or ma_ntq,mod stations on the following radlo nets
while on field ouerations during May 1958t

L3

Rezt TiC #1 (w, Co WIO TAG Feh
‘Regt Ta5 #2 (3] Co "KM TN Fet
Bn T4 #i 'f"‘?‘,‘ fo "L¥ TaC jfos
Bn Y0 #2 (FM) Co Wt TAC Net
Bn idmin (F11) 81mm Mortar conduct of fire net .

" be MThe Dabialion Rear at Dong L nzintained g shghion on the Ea,f;- N
talion sdminisbration circuit and cne on the Zaltalion TAC # (HF)
botween 1 -~ 15 May, but it was found to be of no significant advantage.

" ge- Supporting arms circuits for air and artillery were employed
utilizing ¥ equipmente '

L e

2 Wire

ae Tho Battglion Regr at Dong lia maintains wire commumicgtions for
afministrative purposes gnd provides tw trunks to the 9th Marines

be The Battalion maintained an extengive CP wire system at Hill 689
and Bill 552 including links to each rifle companys .

3¢ Radio eizye An AN/TRC-27 circuit was employed between Hill 689 and

——— T T

the Khe Sant Gonb:l Base maintained by lst Marines.

4 Dowero Power for the Battelion Rear at Dong Ha is provided by the .
11th & Fklbm_eerso

VI-1 ENCLOSTRE (1)
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FIRE SUPLORT SOORITNATION

1. During the month of May, vhile 3/4 vas operating in the Kne Sanh area,
: u‘tillery support was pmnded by 1/11. ‘

2+ While operybing in the Fhe Sanh arca, forward observers in support

of 3/4 celled in 609 fire mi:qine and exponged 9,050 Toundse A eddidione
al 4,500 rounds were esmended 4 on 9 DO} H&I's and 9% 10T targetae.
. Be The follewing 1¢ o cummery of artiilery srport during tha month of
Mays

Bottglicn v Fire Iisaiong Rounde Expended

1/11 | - %) 9,050
Battelion H&L'g " Rownds Bmpended
Yy 905 4,108
Battalion o 101 Rounds Expended
yir . 93 | 372

4+ Prep iires for company operastions and platoon patrols were used
extensively. These prep fires were glso supplemented with 8lmm mortgr
prep fires,

L 0o "I ~ during the month of Msy called in a total of 18 prep fires.
Co "x# .+ during the month of Moy called in g total of 12 prep fires.
Co "L." » Cuwriag tae month of Mgy called in g totsl of 3L prep fires.
Co ™" ~ during the month of Mgy called in a total of T prep firese

D¢ Commencing at 1800 H&L fires were begun to deny the enemy fres move-
marbs These H&l's were fired within 200 to 200 meters of combat outpostas
There is no way to determine if H&I's destroyed any targets. H&I's are
wnobserved nissionse Also there purpose is not to destroy targets bub

to harass the enemy gnd to interdict his freedom on the trails snd
infiltration routess

VIT-1  myonosmwma (1)
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SECTION VIII

1. During the month of May, the weathor was good for all 3/4 air support.

2. YFixed wing support was requested deilys While ,',5/4 was located in the -
Kha Senh area. the %erraln and observation offered excellent opportumidy
for 3/4 to empley fixed wing wpporte Fixed wing strikes -moere called in
support of 3/4 units in contuct and in direct mpport of pending swoeps
by units of 3/4s While flying in support of wnits in contact, flights of
F-4's, A~4's and F-8's were used. These airdraft proved very effective
in alding %/4 in clegring out pockets of enemy resistsnce and in preventing
enemy reinforcement of units in comtact with 3/4. Fixed wing sbrikes in
support of 3/4 tallied many NVA confirmed, NV4 probeble snd bunkers de-

" stroyed. '

3. During the month of May, 3/4 requested 208 mod-ovacs, using 208
helicopterse Many times during this period of time, med-evac alrergft were
requested into somevhat dengerous LZ's to pichnmpp seriously wounded !
porsonncl, Without the assistance snd devotion teo duty of our helicopter
pilots, many Marines might have died. :

4. During May, T2 requests were sumitted for A0 aireraft. Through the
A0y 3/4 was able o dircot artillery, mortars and fized wing strikes against
the NVi. The 40's were instrumental in spotiing enemy trodp movemanc. o.d
fortifications and were gble to adjuet artillery and mortsr fire upon

thems Without the velusble aid of the many AO flights, 3/4 would not

have bean gble to accomplish their mission without suifering heavy cas-
upltiess

5o m‘rinb. th¢ month of May, 5/4 received 159 TPQ's of which 0 were
emergency. inese strikes were instrumental in Btogping enemy resupplies
and in destroying enemy pw itiong. )

6+ During the nonth of May, 3/4 conducted four troop lifts, three in-
volved one company and the other two corpaniess

7. The following is a summgry of air support for the month of Myys

as Fixed wing 75 Controlled by A0/TAC

be 40 simeraft 73 Controlled fixed witg, mortars and
reconned routea in support of 3/4

dq Med-ovae 208

d. Trocp lifts 4 Helicoptars. (He46 wore used to Lift a
total of 708 troops. ’

ce TPQ's 159 TpQ'a were conducted, hitting ertillery
positicns and harboring sites. .

f. Tare ships 1 ‘ On 16 Msy, flare shi : :

VIII-L
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s there were seven fixed wing air strikes rwn in smpport of
Co “L:S' who had made contast with an estimated dug in squad vieinity XD
792416«

9 On 16 May, there were six ixed wing air strikes run in support of
Co "K" whe had engaged a well dug in NVA platoon vicinity XD T8E4L9.

10, - During the heavy contact on 17 snd 18 May involving Co's "I" and M,
a total of 20 Lized wing gle gitriles wore TUn. '

]
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SECTION IX

MEDICAL T /4TRS

Yo 3/4 maintained two mediacl positions in Msy: = forward BAS on Hill
689 and s Tear BAS at Dong Ha. :

2i There were approxingtely 590 patisnés to visit the forward BiS, in
addition to cosualvian remulting from hegbile rotions A smell epidemic
cvirgl gestrecentevitis ocoure? in the latier half of the monthe No new
oages of malaria were weporvci. There were only two now cases of veneral
disease (‘botl: poet Rt . Bavt-lim morale was judged to be very hizis

3¢’ Med-caps were not conductsd this mon*h dus to the adverss locgbion cf
the forwgrd =23 : :

IX-1 ENCLOSURE (1)
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1. Mo oivil affeirs sctivities were ccnducted by this Battalion during Y
May 1968, o
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SECTION XT

.

PROBLEMS ENCOUNTYRED AN LESSONS LEARNED

le Wien sending out IP's for night security, Reny testdosl considerwticna

mgt be teken into socounisr limited lmowledge of the terrain due to darke
. negs and the use of eupperiing arms. Once the IP has set in the 8L moiw

tars are laid on ths IP's position with north being 12 o'clock. If the «

supporting gmms gre to be us:d, adjustments gre made by the clock system .
" and distance (i.e. 6 0'clock, 200 meters).

"2+ . Under ocmbat conditions it ig imperative not only to tend to the

needs of the casuglties but zlso tc ensure g constent, timely and accur-'
ata check on persommel. Constgnt agttention to accountability while on
patrol is mandatory starting with the fire team and squad leaders. Vvhen
oamuglfies are incurred, the mmall unit leader must lmow which of his

ma are walking wwnded, which have beon evacuated, and effectives re-
ngining. JAceurate ligts of thog evacusted by helicopter must be umapintained
requiring designation of one person sclely respongible for this function
in the LZ- . .

4 Within the Khe Sgnh ares, the eneny is well dug In and usea naximum
camouflage. He will let a patrol get right on top of him before initigt-
ing oontazts Companies in this Battalion utilize a broed peint squed
appY0 xingtely 100 meters in fromnt of the maln body, thus enabling the
roint squad tc detect thg ememy and initiate ccntact before the nain
unit is exposeds .

4s The enemy is well dug in and while ah attacking unit calls in air
support, he will stay down until the planes have dropped gll their loade
After the plenes have finished their runs, this Battalion will have the
planes continue to make passes in order to keep the enemy down and allow
the attacking wnit fo move quickly in on the enemy utilizing the deocepiive
runag of the vlynes.

3¢ It vas fomd that tho OP on tho northyest side ef Hill 689 could hear
_the pop oI the enemy mortars prior to the round impacting. In order to

utilize this wermning to the advantags of all personnel on Hill 689, as

soon as g pop wes heard, the OP would notify the FSOC who in turn would

blow 'a whistle therely giving all individugls within the Combgt Base
spproximately ten seconds before the first enemy round would impacte

Casu{al_;ties from incoming showed s decline since the start of the whistle
Werning systen.

67 Flash (P's were establisghed by lst Marines siong the differens poste

tions within the Scotlsnd II A0 utilizing Naval Gunfire ¥0's. As soon a8

there was a flash sesn, an azimuth would be shot to the point of the

flash and immedigtely called into the Regimental FSGC. With azimutha from -

two or mowve positions, the PSCC wouwld compute an intersection, thexeby . .. 2"

o UishAG D
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‘getting an rate fix on the enemy's position.

vl

.

689 did not work as expected due to the berrain, bubt the system. vad

fegaible and workshle.
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