 HIADJUAHTERS 87#4932 68

, 3d Battalion, 4th |
2d Marine Division, Flaet Marine Force
FPO San Francisco 96602 y

3/BEP:

5750, W‘gs 9855
_ Sers 003A2236B

10 Aug 1968 '

Commariding Officer

Commandant of the Marine Corps (A03D)
Commending General, 3d Marine Division Forre
Conmanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific } o

il
[ e

Yetvnet [vgan €

Command Chronclogy (U)

[Ny

(a) MCO 5750,14
(b) FMFPacO 5750.8
(¢) DivO 5750.1A

Lol

Encl: (1) CGommand Chronclogy for July 1968

1, Tn accordance with references (a), (b), ma (c), enclos
“hereby submitted, '

F. Lo 00wz Jr,
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et ' ORGANTZATTCGNAL DATA

1. Designation/Location S T

a. 3d Battalicn, 4th Marines , ,
bs OP located ITZ Hay’s (XD 82340F), 1-6 July, Fire Base Shophend .

(XD 936409), 7-31 July. Co’s YLW and "™ maintained platocn sized patrol ’

bases along Route 9 in the AO providing secwrity and conducting road sweeps

along Route 9, "K" Co was wnder the operational control of &4 Battalion,

ist Marines and maintained a defensive position on H11 47 (XD 848323),

1-8 July. Co #L" wag located in a defensive position on key tarrain at

(XD 875383), nroviding protection for Eoute 9 from the scubh, 1-11 Julye

Co "¢ moved from Hill 471 to a position adjacent to Co ", 716 July,

Co "I was placed under the operaticnzl comtrol of the lst Battialion, 1st

Marines and was displaced by helisopter from Fire Base Shepherd to HillL

69 west of he Sanh to the 1/1 A0, 9-1% July. Co "M" was placed under

the operaticnal ccufrol cf 2d Battalion, 4th Marines and was assigred the

defense of Fire Base Jates, The Bittalion comenced operabing mder a

concept of moebile deofense, wbilizing one rifle company for dofense of the
Fire Fasc ard plazing the remaining corpanies in a forward posivion of
pabralliag o tre weob and southwest, The rifle companies rotated hach
to thk2 Pira Jasn one ot a_tine on a J&15 day cycle, with one company &t

the Fire Fase 4-5 days and then patrolling throughout the A0 for 1912

deys e - s

2, Period Covered in Report, 1-3L July 1968

.

3, Billet Assignments

e

8. Commanding Officer 131 July 1958 L40ol F, L, BFEINE, Jr.
be Ixecutive Officer 1-R3 Suly 2563 Mai, J. B, MEAD

. 2431 JulyiSG8 Maj, R, L, BIKER
Co Sl 1-31 July 1968 1lstlLt E, N, FIERTZ
de Se2 1.6 July 1968 1stLt J, C, DAY .
‘ : " 7.31 July 1968 1stlt G, F, DICKINSON, Jr,
es S-3 : 1.7 July 1968 Maj. V. B, FIRNSTAHL

‘811 July 1968 Capt J. D, CARR
1231 Julyl968 Maj, C. W, MAGFARIAN

£, S-2 , 1-6 July 1968 = 1stLt W, S, SELLERS
. . 7-%L July 1968 1stLt J, C, DAY
ge CommO 1.3L July 1968 Capt J. Be WHALEN
h, CC F2SCo 1-31 July 1968 Gapt J. B, WHALEN
j, GO Co ®I% 1-3L July 1968 Cept M, A, SEXTCN ]
3, GO Co &% 1~3L Juiy 1968 Capt S, E. THOMAS
k, G0 Go "L* 1=31 July 1968 Capt S, W, AUSTIN
J. MCARDLE

1. CO Co ¥ © 1-31 July 1968 Cept W,

| I
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S AND PTRSONNEL ADMINISTRATION

1. Replacements Received

a, USMC Enlisted 152
by UDMC Officers 9
¢. USH Tniisted 9

2, Personnsl Rotated

2y USMC Exlisted =9
b, USMC Officers i)
oy GEN Bilisted 6

3., Obher Personnel Losres

a, Transfer by Service Records

(1) USMC Brlisted 108
(@) U Enlisted 1

22 Voimded in Aotion
31 TN Exlisted a3
(2y TG Officers 4
(x TSN Bisted 7

0, ©illed in Action

(1) DAMC Tmlisted 13

d. ipanitarian Transfer
(3) USHGC Enlisted Q

@, Non<babtle Casualties
(1) USMC Enlisted 17
(2) USMC Officers 1

fo Intra-Divisonal/Regiment Transfers
(1) UQC Enlisted &5
() ULC Officers 5]
{5) USN Enlisted 7

4, Yurb-r of PER Trips g6 Oub-of ~counbry

44 In-comtry

5. Average Monthly Strength

3, UHIC Blisted 1066

b, TSMC {fficers 30

Ce UK Brlistad 57

3 d, UsF Officers : &
IT-1
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SECTION ITI

THTRLLIGECR

1,. The 3d Battalion, 4th Marines spent the month of July working in the
aros dlong Route 9 between Ca Lu and Khe Sanh Combat Basee The first part
of the month consisted cf the companies being situated on stragetic high
ground or along important routes of egress around the Khe Sanh area as
friendly forces conducted retrograde operations. The latter part of the
month found the Babtalicn operating along Route 9 between Ca Lu and Hill 471
(XD 847393) and south of Route 9, The Battalion was given an area of pri-
mary interest bounded on the west by the north-south grid line XD 84, on
the south by the eastwwest grid line XD 36, on the east by the north-south
grid line XD 95 and on the north by the Riviere de Rao Guen and Riviere

de Quang Tri. ' '

2. Torrain. Key terrain defensive posiﬁions in the Battalion's area of

primary interost consists of Hill 47L (XD 847393), Foxtrot Ridge (XD 87
4383), LZ Hawk (XD 895406), Fire Base Shepherd (XD 935410), and Hill 412
(XD 922577), There is a continuance of area roconnaissance which should
resilt in other key terrain defensive positions and company size patrol
bases. In the area of primary interest there is a large vardebty in come
position terrain, In the area bounded by the grid (upper left) XD %40
and (lower ripht) XD 9526, oxtremely mountainous terrain is found., These
nountains are coverad with two and three layers of jingle canopy. The

slcpes are very steep and can classify as rocky cliffs at points. The
movntain ~idges run in a north-west to southwest direction and there are

two prominant ridge lines, On top of these ridges in the XD 9138 and XD R37
grid squares there is a large amount of elephant grass ranging from 3 to =
12 feet in heighte. The ridge have been heavily cratered from »ombing.

To the west of the north-south grid line 92, to the north-south grid line
88, and south of the east-west grid line 39, much of the same terrsin is
found. This area is heavily bunkered along the numerous fingers and slopes
which are covered with vndergrowth, vines, elephant grass and trecs. '
From the north-south grid line 88, west to the north-south grid line 84,
the terrain becomes more rollins and less wooded but the elephant pgrass

and thick underbrush bacome key obstacles. Old defensive positions can

be found on many of the hilltops. In the area of primary interest two
rivers Tiow, the Da Krong and the Riviere de Rao Quan, The latter is the
snaller cf the two and during the dry season is fordable at almost any
point, The Da Krong, however, has only selected sites fording, which

arc few and far between, There are five main streams in the area that
fiow all year around. During the dry seasons, there is still a swift flow
of water making good waterpoints. The streams are spread falrly evenly
throughous the Battalion!s arsa of primary interest. There are many other
seascnal streams that orginate from springs or drain into ravines and
gullies, Overall, finding water in this area is nobt a problem. What is
a problem, however, is night movement which is slow and hazardous. A
carpany can move approximately 1000 meters in six to seven hours in this

terraic, »

TII-1
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a, Officers

b

Enlisted

Rank
Lt
Lt

Rarle
w9
L7
E-6
E.5
E-5
Ead

105
0130
0302

MOS
9959
0369
269
0311
0231
0351

1.2
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Number
Needed

Number
Neoded
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T Woathor. The weather during July was predominantly dry with only an
occasional shower. However, during the latter part of the month, cloud
accumulation hecame increased conciderally and on two occasions, the area
experienced heavy rainfall, Thero is iiltle fog in the mornings or

evenings bub as August approaches, fog accurulat 3.on increases ever so slightly.
Temperaturas have ranged from 100 to 70 degress with humidity as high as.

95% and as low as 60%. Visability is generally about 10 miles with a
ceiling avercﬂgflnrr about 10,000 feet., However, as July approachsd Augus i
the weather conditions bsgan to assume mcronm characteristics. -

4, The euamy situntion has been from hsavy coutact in the sarly d'mJ 2 of L
July to 1 ‘lglt centact during she rezainder of the month. The oxder of I
battle carried elements of the 83th Regiment of the Z08th Divislon and '
the 66th Begiment of the 504th Division in the Bathalion's avea of primary
interest. Indications of an engineer battalion were found in the area,

but was never confirmede Most of the enemy sightings were made in the

western sector of the area of primary interest, where companies of 3/4

made small mums eontact and received indirect 1“11"0 from such wea»ons as

8mm mertars, 60mwn mortars end artillery from Laos, From 1 July %o 5 July

an estimated NVA DBattelion launched an all out attack against a comany

located ot XD 8.‘51’80, but the attack was successfully repirlseds Aftor this

enemy cffenaive, contach remained “_j.cfnt. Only an occasional small greup of

NVA were D_-,orvad travclincr he iy “‘..b and,streambeds,, - Humerous bunkecr i

and ! !.G;AVY uraﬂ aclis o.’t s nohiced b_v grcund as well as aerial observation.

The. mzin area in whoch tJu enery” sseps to be herbouring dis in the soubhern. .
and L,ov*ﬂw"s sim prrtion of the area of primary interest where aarial

obsarestion s Linmdited, The predeminant divection of enemy movament appoarad

to o fircm bhe northwest bo southeast, Trail direction and achivity

indi cate an irfiltration routs was boing used that ran from Hueng Hoa south-
east throvgh the Jattalion's area of operation, During the latter part of -
July, activity along Route 9 west of the north-soubh grid iinc €8 1n- rr.aoed, -

1 nemy sighhiigs became more numerous, but contact with the Battalionis I -
uwnits was nov made wntil 27 July, when an OP observed five NVA near XD 889259 '
and took them wmwnder small arms fire and later artillery. It is believed

that bthe enemy 35 Lﬁln"f the Xhe Sanh Valley frequently for supnly pwrposes

gince the friendly units have withdrawn from the area.

-

S. The folliowing Io o list of pear capturéu ’ov 8/4 during Juiys

Ohioon Geranades 35 , -
Suam Tiortar RBeuuds 49 B ‘ .
E2rrn Mortar Tripod IR |
Ol Movter Reounds 1

e " - L e

F 2
‘Q\ -
51

s
CCrin, .LL\. rtax

G -w L 11,,*‘ sherss

N4 »181;— s oo
&bhm decoiless Rifle Founds
Satchel Charges

TWT P ecks

& 5 B .
Hh‘coluzommm-;] (>INl e s B

A-4A7 Riflas s .
AX-47 B fla.s wfurenaﬁo Launchers
AI&-\JO leS 7

- III~2 .
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T trol,

5 July 1568z Co "K" }5/4 was cheopped from 2/1; OPCON +o 3/ 4
On 6 July 19683 Co “IL" 3/4 was chopred from 3/43; OPGON 4o 4%h Marines
On 9 July 1968+ Co "L" 3/4 wes chopped from 4h Morinoss OPCON Ho 1/1
On 12 July 1968 Co MM /3 yng choppoed from '5/3; OPGON Ho 3/4
On 15 July 1968: Co "L" 3/4 was chépped from 1/1; OPCON to 3/4
On 14 July 1968: Co "MV 5/5 wag chopped from 3/4; OPCON %o 3/3
On 25 July 1968: Co ™I 3/4 wns chopped from'3/4; OPCON to 2/4

5« . The Battalion wos fosk orgonized ag follows:
de 1LZ Howk (1-7 July)

Det BXS Co 3/4 (Cmd Grp)

Det Btwy "I 3/12 (Btry Liaison 0)

Det 81rn MortPlat, BkSCo 3/4

Det 106 RR Plat, HESCo 3/4

Det Scoub Sniper Plat, HaCo lst Mam

Det Co "A" 3d Fngr Bn .
~Det 3d Shoro Porty Bn (HST)

lst Plat Co mm 3/4

be Faxtrot Ridge (1-34 July)
Det H&SCo (Cmd Grp Bravo)
"~ Co "I (Roin)
- Dot Bhry T 3/12 (#0 Tn) .
Det 106 BR Plat E&SCo 3/4
Eciatentn “Det Scout Smiper Plak HoCo 1st Mox
Det 3d Shore Party Bn (HST)

- :Co. "B (Roin) (7-14 J‘Jlifg .
o et Btry niv 3 12_:7‘5.'E'O'ﬁn.' ol venm R RN e i
T TR ATy e e R R R LI S TP RPN Wt
©s . Fire Bpse Shophend (XD 5-31 July)
7 2. o Dot B&SCo 3/4 (Cmd Crp) o
oo 3o oDt Bhry vIM 3/12 (Arty ldigison) @ -
o 7 .8%ry Mord Plat F&50o. 5/4. o

ST J906 RR Plob EESCo x4
Det 30 Shore rorby Bn (HST)

Ba Tl Ieb ZA MPBn (3-Dog Tms) - - ...
Dot 1st Srchlt Biry (2 Lights) B
B e N S T S ' S
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6« Close Gombeb

TTRODUCTION

, The componies opernbed from fixed defensive positions during the early
portion of the momth, occupying the various hills lying to the south of Khe
Sanh Combat Basce The Battalion perticipated in the withdrawel of wnibs
from the Khe Sapth arcso ond grodually pulled the companics castward in patrol-
ling activitics.

The Babtalion extablished a continuous patrolling concept requiring
three componies in the ficld, moving from patrol base to pabrol hase, and
ane compeny locoted in Firc Besc Shepherd to provide for the defensee Ind~—
tioldly the companices noved from potrol base to patrol bose every two doys
and during the hourg of darknesze. The concept was wWltimately modified to
provide for movement during the doy ond was :foumd o be more desirablee Movoe
nent ab might wes difficult due 40 the heavily vegetabed areas and the steep
terrnin in our aves of operations. Night movement wos also characterized by
excessive moise and reduged troop clertness for daytime activities.

The construction of the Fire Base continued in n gatisfactory mamoer
with all vooden bunkexrs being samd bagged and fighting holes and living
mltors being canstructed {lush to the gromd.

UNCEASSIFIER

1V~5 | ENGLOSTRE (1)

-
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i U@@Juiyz Co "M was situnted on Foxtrot Ridge (XD 875383) in o dofone—

—give pogition with %wo platoons ocoupying the main terrain fescture ond one

platod in defense of o emell knoll to the cnst. The two positions were
seperoted by o narrow saddle approxinctely 100 neters long end not physical~
1y occuplied. Cormoncing ot O005H, sovoral VA were obsorved skirting the
cdges of the perincter end Co "I begon recelving light probes ot approxi—
meboly 0320H. Co "I yotuined a heovy volmmie of smoll arms fire ond throw
M~26s vith unknown resulte, A fire feen LP obscrved five NVA noving pash
their position cnd thoy epened fire resulting in ome NVA killed. Movement
combinued throughout the night and one group of 20 NVA wag spotted at 0530H
to the northeast and wes tekon wder fire by 106 Recoilesgs Rifles with une
kmowm resultse. An A0 wos reguested ot first light and he observed approxie
notely 15 NVA near a nortor pit of XD 879378 cnd 25 more ot XD 876380 ond
dirceted artiilery nimidions an ‘thd enciiy froopss (Catmending ot 0630H, Co HIM
come wnler enory atlock cgrinst an esbinebed bettalion supported by sutomatic
wegponsy 60ma iorbers, 32mm morbors, snd 130m erbtillery firing from Co Roe
Ridge, At OBIBH, two CH-46 helicophers reccived heavy mochine gim ond small
arng fire mnd hwoy gunships vore roguosted for nssistonce. Co "IM continued
to obscrve groups of 20 or moxe NWVA o their south throughout the doy ond
responded by firing artillery ond mortor missions on the oneny vhile sweiting
fixed ving olr,accombdigfor 54 NVA kills throughout the drys -  The 4D prows
vided volusble assistence in locobing end fixing the cnemy rositions, While
sveeping the irmedinte batileficld area to their south, the 24 platoon of Go
"I" mede contoct with sevorel NVA end exchenged anell erms fire with wlown
resultse The sweep conbinued with occesionsl sniper fire fron the south ond
the wndt reporied cowmtiag 93 WVA killed by small arms and orgenic woopons.
At 2230H, encny movement bogen fnorecsing ond 34 Platoon reported. hearing
digging and pounding to the south of their Lincs. The movement contimicd on
into the noxt zoporting period with ocecsionel sighfingse Co “K* was OPCON
to 2/1 ond locoted om ELIL ATL (XD 846393). Co "L conducted twe recon ot
rols along Route 9 from their plotoon size patrol bases located at XD 871397
and 903397. The squed pebrols reported negative sightings ond no rocent signs
of cnemy wovenent in the nrea. Co MM conCucted four recon potrols along

" Route 9 ond reported negotive cnemy sightings ond no recent signs of cneny

movenent in the avca., Co "M' hed one plodoon located b LZ Hawk, onme plos
toon at XD 921405 =nd onc plotoon at XD 918406,

2 July: The movenent south of Foxtrdt Ridge, comtinued throughout the

- eaxly morning of 2 July with Co "I' spotting several groups of two and three

WA poving end digeging arownd the peringter. Co “WIM responded to the sighte
ings with smoll oxme fire ond 60mn mortor missionss. Co MIM found one NVA
body resulting from the coarly nmorming firing during o perinctor sweep« The
sweeping wnit then moved scuth of the porimetor snd obscrved threc NVA ot

ID 863379 and fired an ertillery mission with wlkmown regults. An additional
12 NVL bolics were found ot vorious locations surrounding the perinecter and
appraxdonetsly 125 fighting holes and frails were located to the caste Tho
pefrol found four fore bodics near the fighting holos, the results of carlicr
artillory nissions. They found on 82rm and two 60rm morter pits ot XD 879379
and destroyed then by collopsing the walls. Light novemont wes observed
throvghoul the oy and the compony received intermititent 60mm ond 82rm mortar
fire wnd Toun howitzer incoring from the 8136 grid of 1005H. 4t 2000H, the

TV

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

== - . P = -Sa— e

T T S B,
S I

24 Pr#topn of Co Y observad a company sized undt at XD 869376 and fired

anwrbiYlery mission and requested TPQ's, By 21IEH, the movemen®t around

©  Co "™ position bad inereesed.ecnmidarably and Co "I® observed a few NVA
abtempting to ouh he probective wire, The Rd platcom of Go "IV
$dontificd what was apparently an NVA column at R14CH by the luminous
amblems the WVA wear ox the hagk of their helmets, A whislle wes
reported being blown &t RIB0H and the enemy movement began inereasinge
At R310H, epproximately 40 WW were spotted at various locatioms amd Co
Ut fock the enomy under fire resulting im nine enemy killed. The
movement continued om into the next reporting period with occasiocmal
encmy sightingse Co ™" wns OPCON to /1 and located on HILL 47, Co
"¥ conducted three squad recon patrols along Route 9 from their platoow
patrol base positiom, IEB, I24, and L3B operated in tho Route 9, HI1
162 and K1Y 155 areas rospectively and reported negative sightings.
& Co ML* LP observod three NVA at XD ¢I9412 at RR05H and notified Co "M"
6f their movoment to tho southwest, Co "M™ conducted five squad recon
patrols in the area of Route 8 end the swrrounding hills, MEA observed
three NVA on HTT 222 end fired an 3rtillery missicn. with wnknows resulbsesnd
the other patrols were conducted wilthout incident.

3 July: At 0040H, Co "I™ fired on four to five enemy troops and
accounted for threec VA confirmed by small arms fire. They received ten
88mm mortar rounds at OROOH from XD 867375 and reported the enemy massing to
the south of Foxtrot Ri‘ge ot XD 872382, Co "I" maintained continuous ill=-
unination until O300H when the encmy then hegan moving towards the lines.
‘Both sides began firing smell arms and there was a slight penetr-tion of the
84 platoon's lines with two HVA moving inside the perimeter. Inemy move-
ment inereased bo the northwest and Co "I' received several HPG rounds,

:82mn and 60mm morvar rounds, - The attack continued after a slight 1ull
a & 0430H as Co "I" receivesd another vellev of eight 82mm mortor rounds.
 :Shortly thercafter, the activity slackeneduconsider‘ablv. » A% 0915H, Huey
-gunships came under heavy enomy small arms and automndic weapens fire from
XN 877384, Mn AO came on strtion scon after davlight and abserved small _
-groups of NVA to the somth, Co "I" sent cut a platocn patrol to check the
dmmediate area swrrouwnding the perimeter for enemy bodies and weapons and

= found two bodies inside the purimeter and four HVA who hal been kitted the

night bofore apd wemg. drug off. The activity beran increasing at 1915H,

" with Co "I" receiving two more 82mn mortsr rounds and the NVA began throwing
-rocks at the lines in an. effori to make the positions expose themselves by
‘promature firing, - An LP located to the south of Foxtrot Ridge detected
.enemy troons ip their immediate vicinliy and withdrew firing M-79's with
wunlmown results. The movement conbtinued on into the next xeportjtng , ;
period with eccasional sightings of cnemy ackivity. Co "X was OPCOHI %o
/1 and located on Hill 47t. Co "L"' conduched three squad recon patrols;
one from ewoh of their platoon positions, ang the activities wera cormlated
without ineéident. Co M continued patrolling along Route 9, M-24 found
sond destrayed three VA bunkers in the vicinity of Hill 24%. At 0904, they
found a small iT"A ammmunition cache containing one round of 82mm mortar, fwo
wunds & 60m mortars, two rounds of G and 20 chicon gremades, All other Cdi
.patrols aleng Route 9 were conducted without incident, Gen LaVIs, cg,
34 Marine Division, visited the 3/4 CP at LZ Hawk and departed a helf hou

, : S S < 5
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TUly: Slight en=my novement conbinued wntil 0420H when Co "I" came
‘mnder 111 scdle gromda atback by an :Jstmated uTA cempany.  Co I received
intenss RPG and small arms fire and et one noint wos penetrated Ly the IVA, _
An 40 was rcguested for 070CH and observel 15 to 2Q NVA dug in arowd To "I
position on Iovtrot Ridge and ren air strikes on tie enemy grouns >F 135 to 20 _
at 7D 86£375 and iD 678333. Uhile swesping the perimeter wnd tie immediato
arvea, the sween toam coma. 1:;'."01" machine gn fire from X2 873580 sl 4 80mm

mortar mission wns fired with waknewn results. The results-of the perinster .
gweep rovealed 15 NVA killed b small amis, two eneny wespns and ABSOT BT R
equipment. Gnemy movement began incroasing at RLOOMU as the tRird platocn J—

obsarved fovr HVA tlrough o st-xilfzht scord. 48 the enemy nctivity increased,

Go "I fired HI?s in &1 efford Ho supress the movement, The enemy sight-

ings and ackivity coutinned on intoe the next reporting poriod, Co "K' was .
CPGOY to 2/1 anc 1re ted on Hill 471, Go "L"' conducted threé squ-d patrols —
from their platoon patrol boses along Route 9 and reported negative contact
ar anenmy sizhtings, A1) othoe-Co "¥'day and night activitios wirz come . .o .
ducted with negative sigheings. Co MI" conducted thron sgind ruron Bzirels o
Irom sach of the platoon patrol bascs along Route 9 anl s« L ons T
cazay sightings. The potrols werc conducted zlong Ronte © 2nd provicas -
Facwrtty to enginsers wor'ting on the road, Da~ and nightize local secwidby
aciivisies were conducted with no eneny sightings by S¢ "M, :

5 JL‘7 v EhemJ movement =nd sightirgs conbinued on into the day and oo
Go 'IM roeived sporadic small arms and mortar fire, Go "I' received one
8Rmm mortar round from XD 868378 at 1800H, resulting in three med-evass.
A patrol from the 3d platocn of Co "I recéived spiper fire frem XD 8E83785
and directed a fire mission with unknown results. The 2@ plateon nf Zo "IV
observed o VA in 2 homb crater and dirccted the 106 recciless rifles in . . . i
a fire mission resulting in two confirmed KIA, At 2R30H, as the enemr - :
moverient increased, a chicom grenade was threwn into the periweter and a
60im mortar mission was fired with unknown results, !fovement continued into
the nm’* ‘reperting period, Co "M was chopped from 2/1 and raturn=d 0°CON
to 3/4 5 3800H, Co "X continued the activities as planned by 2/1 ot 11 471
At 2110H, J¢ platoon Co "K" spotted 5 IIVA apnrovimatel r 25 meters from tha
wire and fiv ud a 1=79 with wrmom results, 4n inspection of the suspscted
arca Tivesled £ ohico s and mumerous HVA "sneaker" type foot vrints, Ce "LY
sopdvectd nae 2Quan patrol and two pa trol/ambushes setting in ~% ED 908385 and
ID 917397 sasuactivel A Uo MM morning patrol inves tigated the area around -
F{17 255 eo¢ &40 wdhs raported negative sightings, Co "H" conducted four -
sorac vatrols aleng Reute 9 end set in as security at the fellowing grld )

Iy

X" 873591, ££3209, 895395, and 904384. All Jay and night activities of Gd L
wore #oed nyative sightings. '

-
i
.

3 July: Bnemy movement around Foxtrot Ridge continued and VA were -
nerel and sighted at XD 874383, 877380, and 874384 =t 0%00H. Ths WA bogen
worins rocks ot the 1ines in an effor’ to make them disclose theiy posilien =
vogprenoture firing.  Artillory and 60mm mortar mission wews fired i “1 o,
Limom reaults,  Ab 03207, fo "IN vecoived 35 rounds of 2Gim moctar fire
Fron §7238% and regussted an A0, Tne AQ controlled sir strikss oa m} =
nc b nosifiol and a R elte resulting in two secondarv explosions. Co M
raceived sro.radic mortrr —firs. t’:couf;hou., tha dav and spotted six HVA 30 meters
from tha uire, Co "IY fired = 80mm with wunknown results. Movenent of eneny

i
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forces ¥tntinued on_inbo the next reporting period. Co "K" departed Hill 471
at 1815H and the troon 1ift was complete’ to LZ Hawl at 1900H. "Prior to
and during the troop 1ift, Co "K" recsived approximatelr RS rounds of 82mm
mortar fire emanating from XD 849368, Co "KM reported no additional

enemy activity or sightincs, Co "I" continued local securitv patrols along
Route 9 and reported no enemv sightings. Co "M" conducted 5 ambushes

and MLA discoversd two caves and two decomposad HVA bodies at XD 892496, 4«11 Ci
g potivities wore completed withoub incicdent -nd upon their rewura, hhe

tio platoon outposts departad thei~ prsitiors and moved into L7 Hrwle,

7 July: Tho heanlift of Commend Group "A" from L7 Hawk to Fire Jase
Shepherd vas conduciod at 1430H, Co "I" continued to receive 82mm and 60mm
nort:\r incoming and s/2 fire throuphout the day. At 0815H, a Co "I" FO

eam spotted a mortar tube =t XD 873364 and fired an artillery mi sion
with unknown results, 4n 40 working in the Foxtrot Ridye arca directed
air strikes on XD 868370 destroving 20 bunkers and resulting in = sscondary
explosion, At 1660, a helicomter come under heavy machine gor. tive ghilo
attempting to land, Ths AQ on stotion directed air strikesz -m irn anomr
position and the emplacement was destroved. Co "K' departed LZ Havk o3
1300H for Foxtrot Ridge and arrived at approximately R000H., Laision wer
effected and Co "K" sct into the ecast of Go "I" at 1D 878380, Co "KM
reported negative sightinzs @ movement, Co "L continued to provice
locel security along Arube 9 and conducted dav and nightime activitias
without incidont. Co "™" received four rocket rounds at 1R15E =4 LT Hawrs
from an wmknown enomy loe~tion. All Conmpany #M* attivitles repor-ed i
enemy sightingzs or ovidenca of movenont,

8 ouly: At 2000H 3/4 received a frag order directing the Jatislion
to designute oo Cr pany =5 the Rogimental Reserve for 1/1jy Co "L"™ was
designated. 1"ajor iead, the X0 of 3/4 arrived at Foxtrot Qldg at 0945H
and et ished a Cormmnd Group "Bravo"., Themy activitr in the Foxtrot .
Ridge aren ccntlnuod with several sightings of small grouns of NVA, BOth
Go "I" and Co "K" received morbtar fire t'wouzhout the day apd Co "™I" re- .
coived tmoradic small arms fire, ~Ab 0827H; Co "IM spotted six NVA carr+; 1;_,
a morta Lube and fired an artillery mission with grood targab coveraze.

I Go "I arbus- spotted aporoximatelw 20 NVA to the south of Foxtrot Ridge
rying whot &3 maared te »eR¥H 'sand bangalore torpedoes., The ambush
chnafi fivs ¢d cirected artill.rv on the enemv and claimed two NVA killed,
Go KM Gotetad movement from 875368 and shortls thereafter received
an ineoudns chicom jrenade, ,Go "K' responded wihh small arms fire ond o 3
Meelle ap? tha covement censad, - Go "IM continued to. provide loGol security .
a.‘c:' Rontr 9 and reportsd no enemy sirhtings from ‘bhulr day and night =
frwedties, Go MM continucd the defense of L7 Hawk and received foor B
“eds of L3 artillery from a dlfecr,lon of 4600.ri1lle, An eybillzrv. . . . ..
—-ireton wos fired on. tha suspected torpet with wa'nown: rusulhs. So HIM '
27" cnd wightin activities reoofteﬂ na{'atlxre ﬂncr:r SlL'h--_Lﬂ»,_S cr pavenent
}; N . L - L -

apdag e praode C 0 SERR

L Go “I" convinued. to receive internit .,ed morder ¢ LD
ﬁ_w thg vurhoal the dar end reosponded with counter. ant artiil v
™ic gouu patrols wers conduc wd and each covered a distance of. 1 TS,
ot L145H, a-patrol ound an TT'TA bod*r a‘b N 866380 helieved bo hove nes -

C
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= d previous day by artill-rw, A Co "I" 0? spotted two VA moving

- to the south at XD 864397 at 16R0H and fired artillery missions with wn-

; known results, At 1905H a CH-46 wos attompting to Wring in an exbernal

1oad for resup :1v and wag taken under fire by NVA at 867377, Movement

and digging was detected in the vicinity of XD 874383 at 2145H and

, artillery fires were called with vn'nown results, Co "F" continved racuiving .
; sporadic nortar fire throughout the day and fired nmmsrous artill’-"'“" T
missions on suspected grirs as well. as comducting alr strikes. 4 &7A5H,

Co "K" detocted movement to the south of the saddle area and sh')'tl.‘r there-
after henrd a round being chanherad, Go "K' respended by throwing two

Hu2B's and chscked out tho erea at first light with negative results,

1 A% approximately R030H, a Co "K" ambush was moving to their mightime pos:Ltlon
© and were aboub 30 metors eest of the perircter when they spotted 15-20

VA moving in coluwn. The ambush toock the column under fire and received

heavy machine gun fire fram the south. The ambush returned to the perimeter
while artillery was fired in th: srea and then roved to a different
position. Co "L" remained OPCOI to 11, locatad in the vicinity of Hill
689« Co Mi" conducted local sscourit— patruls in the vicir'tr of L7 Iawi

and had negative sightings or onemy activity.

10 Julw:  Co "IM™ conducted two platoon recon natrels in the 8737 grid
square anc found numerous fighting holes, bu-ikers and five VA bodies which
wore a »worantiy killed br artillery, At 1835H, Co "IV spotted 174 =k o
X0 275579 and fired an crtillery mission with unimovn results, A heli.
mter attemptod to len? at Go "IM's position and received 50 cal, an'
E AL-47 firg from XD 867376 at 1955H. An artillerv mission wes fircd anr
F Co "1" observed twe secondarr explosions., A 8o "I" ambush onenad vp on 7177‘
at XD 87RE82 moving torerds the perimeter from the sout» and a ¢Omm mc*t*r
missicn wos fired Killing two iV, 7nenmy activity decreased follouing . T .0
the 3bove incident and Co "I" detected no enemv movement for the ro;nalnder
of thes night. Co " conductzd two recon natrols in the 8837 grid and B
“*un«"' mmerot, buntors, fighting holes and HVA 78R gesr. Dav and nighti: e Co"¥'

actlvl 5173 romortad no significant activit~ during the remainder of the R

rapereiag neriod, Co "LM remain 4 O7CCH to 1/1 . .. located in the vieinitr
of Flli A8: - %o Mil.conducted thw recon p"tr(ﬂs fron their position at
L4 Yault along hocbe 9 to ths oast and west and reported napative sightings.

I, Julr Go "L" reported no significant movement around their
position during ths e rl~ morning 'ours of the 1lth, but hegan toking
801 and 82mm morinr fire commencing at 1430H and terminating at 1950H,
4 platern 1econ patrol wen conducted in the 8637 grid square but hed nega-
: bave glghtivgs or inMcatioms of recent enemvy movement., Co "K' conductad
e " i~toon ncen patrel in the 8736 grid and reported no snemv sighbin-s,
' o "L romainsd OPCOY to 1/1,  located in the viciaity of Hill 689.
Jo "Mt -epgived three vomnds or artillery fire at L2 Haw: from G~ Roo
end ca aruiller: missfon was fired on thz suspectad prid with unimom

~

risdies.  Two sguad patrols were conducted on either gids ~° Rowro o end
an HV4 was copturod at 203398, Co "M" indicated ro cbher sighbines ov
enemyr movament.

1R Juls: o MM 5/3 arrived ai, Mire Basc Shepard at 040CY 2ad cmus
weler thi CPCOT of 3/4 ~t thot tice, Ths company was emplows: in Wriic-

ir7 o the defensiveperi 2ter ~n? conductad 2 squad patrol along Honte ©

T7-8 : =
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wonpor.ang. artillerz werg” fired resulhnn' in one HVi. conf:u'me . Co I

to destro'f defense positions. The patrel detected possible enemy move-
mont and heard a humming noise. A check of tho arca produced nazative
results. Co "I' reportad the abivity in the Foxtrot Ridge area decreased
considerablr and reportcd no incoming or cnemy troops sighted. Co "K"
recaived five rounds of 8&mm mortar fire from XD 8&32566 grid and one
round oi‘ 129 rocket firc from the Co Roc area, An AD obsarved the )
area with negative results. GCo "M conducted a platoon yecon patrel of

the 8838 grid ard reported negative sightings or contact, Co "K' at

1415H, a Co "E" FO Team observed one HVA at XD 882382 and adjusted an S
artlll ry mission resulting in one HV4 confirmerd, Co "KY" conducted a
platoon recon patrol of the 8837 grid square with negative sightings or
contact. ©Co MM pemained OPCOT to 1/1 located in the vicinity of HLll
689. OCo "H" conducted a vlatoon patrdl to the sotutiwest and procaaded
£o check out the Route O arca with nepative results. The patrol roturned
to the patro!l base passing through the Hill 242 area. OCo M also con-
ducted a stuad patrol to the southwest bordering Route 9 and renor’ceﬂ no
sightirgs, At 1940H, a premature ~irburst from friendlv artiller-

woundsd a Marine and an 1nvest1g"t1nr officer was appointed.

13 July: At O920H Gen DAVIS, C, G, 3d MarDiv arrived at Fire ¥se
Shepherd and obs'erqu the constructmn of the pesition and departed =t -
10058, Col, Dick, Chiaf of St-ff, arrived at our position ot 1105H and ] "
deparsed at 1215E, Col M1lsr, CO, 4‘2:1 Marines arrived at Fire Base .. 1.0 .0
Shephord at 1515H and departed at 154 Co "I" conducted a plﬂtorn patrrl
of the 8935 grid square and reported neg atlve sightings, Co "I" obse rved
two FUA near their wire at 874384 and t‘:Lreri small arms with unknown re-
gults, At 0940H, Co "I phserved a Jet making a bomb run burst into
flemes and crash with no parachutes sighted, Co "I spotted an HVA '
moving, ho bhe eoutheast: of Foxtrot Riige at XD 874382 at R000H end 60mn:

_ a platoon patrol in the 89368 grid squere- and ;mobt;.d an 1TVA
Slag flving at XD 670307 and requested an artillers misgion,  Oc.f U S
receivod mn, FRG roand ot R1%0H from 8 u%og ‘a E0m1 morsar missiem . S
Mag Tired with 1mknowm suLts, - -Co YL was choppodifreon 1/1 and. return. '
ed, OrSayt bo Z/4 at 18201, ;"Cn PLY. was- t'ﬂnan br heligopter to Fire Basa:
qhu‘,ﬂ

herd, Co Mt ponductad a nlatoon patrol to. the east, and the northeast
bordering souve G ann revorted negative signs of recent . enemsy acti .71t‘r. '
Ly, M AS/E’; continued c,On's‘tru"tlon of the defenslvn per Lmeter and con- o
dueted. perinater ~,natrcls, aromd:-Fire Jase Snenherd mih no 51ght1nv3.~-.f

s -5; i . -~ : .;.,k."b ;;‘; e R SRR D
: T ﬂ s Cn. i Dn”ar m:Unc p*‘epuraumn for +hoir nlf*ht:me mave
frort Fowbrot Rifoa 4o the vicinity of ZD.883380.. There was no mortar .
1*)%*11 ng or-sip rntan[*s duing -the day and_the company, conducted four. .
five Tean .LJ{!De Co Wyr. QII'!L'\-:,\--CBA their move: at R200H and arrived at their
npw powiticn. =t,“01u0-1, .. Go "X" coptinued the- defensa of . L*o,xtrct Ridpa
and ascugrd crrpletu conhrel when Bo WiV, ¢ ﬂu;qrted at 220QH.

PR u P4
T . ¢

L2

i souad awmdush - -
wes condacted at AD B69381. along with three LPts, fn L “ﬂport“ '
i }4;;7 nr 10 to 18 UV at 843846 novi, guin groups.of four to-th: gouth.

Co P —goeived thres 821 mortsr-reunds -af 1615H coming frem 8/0%‘2 - Dorman?

Crcu_j oy dcvﬂrted *o:cl,rot rtlr- =t 1670H snd retuyrnsd o Fiyg = sa .
Shepherd, Co ° L contmuf the dﬁ‘msa of ‘Fire Basoe Shepherd anc con~
c.ucted a sqmﬂ pawol alo,w Roubc 9 'xnd ’c‘ne hu,gu'l,cg; Tri. hver LA TR LT oY S
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518 «, Co "M" conducted two patrols in their arca to determine the -
exbtent of recent encmy activity and at 1100H found 15-20 bunkers inter. -~
comected by tumels. Ths bunkers did not appesr to have been recently
used and %o NVA bodiss a-oroximately 60 davs old were found in the

area the count was aldod to Third Battalion, Fourth Marines total es
directed by Fourth Marines, Co "M" 3/ was chopped from 3/4 at 1600H T
and was helilifted from Fire 3ase Shepherd at 1550H. -

15 Jilv: Go it pointained the operation of their patrol base
at D 663380 by sending out local securitr patrols and conducting & :

. P

squad ambush, ~ Thew reporited hegative sightings of enenv movenent or acuivity

in the areay Go "K" continued the defensc of Foxtrot Aidge and conducted ,
Tocal 07s around the perimetor. One ambush was conductéd at XD 857559 o
with negative resilts. At 23301 an LP heard digging and movenent 75 meters

from the wive, M-85 and BOmn mortar Pive! caused the activity to ceabe, The

area was choelked out the following morning and fresh intestines and hiond |
was found, Co "K' receive? a total of 6 rounds of 82mm mortar firs through
out the day and called artillerv missions on the suspacted erids, Co "L"
conducted a recon patrel of the 9038 grid square and three Mrs at  __
D 895288, 904384 and 908385. At 0830H, Co "I observed two 82rm mar tas ’
tubes firine from XD 907381 end fired artillery with wnknom results. -
Cc "M OP's spotted four HVA in the cpen at XD 895408 moving from easth 42 -
west anAd fired artillerr with unknown results, An ambush was condunted :
at ZD 904394 with negative resulis, '

16 Jul=: Co "I" conducted a squad reccn patrol to the southwae & of L
their pesition covoring anproximatelr 2000 meters and reported no ancay
or sigms of activity . At 1500H Co "I" OP observed six WYL at XD 333573
meving soubh sod fired an artillery mission with unknowm vesui-z. fr. AN
vereined in dofense of Foxtrot Ridso throughout the dar and conducted lacal
e oty patrols and 00s, &t 1705, Co "XV observed aphroximatel 14 S
ruroonnel moving toward theiypesidon. wnd were identified as civilians. ' :
T mivilisns were staged for removal from lho area and thew were evac-.

- ks

wer.d 7 halicopter at 1600H. 6o “E" continuud the destruction of
- npuifications on Yoxtrot Ridze and departe’ their position at 2%l for

their new patvel basc ~% D 890365. Co "L" continued the defense and ,
enginsoring effcrt of Fire Base Srephard and conducted a platoon recon " P

patral to the west aleng Goute 9 hordering the Quang Tri RFver orea. The '\‘
prtrel wos compls bed wibhoub incident, WHile in itts position -, a Co "H"
rP wootted four uVi possibly carrying a mortar tube moving to X7 902373.
Lo svtiilery mission was fired with udmoun results. Co "HM" conductad a
ro~on pabrol of the 9037 grid square and observed tiro HV4 in = bomb

srator at 7D 908376, fn arbtillery uission was fired with good tavzat o
coverage but unimown raswlts, The potrol found a partiallv dest rmd T
57mm recoilass rifle nt 899385 at 1830H, which hact been damaged bv

artiller - firc, The recoilzes rifle wos burled and several fighting heles

in the -vea verc destrotad, Co MM camenced their move at 23007 to their
e hase abt i 918R75. ‘

TR

o

17 July. 0o NI craducted a »latoon recen natrel of tha £737 grid

" sguace freom their patrcl bose at XD 882382 ond revorted uo significant

;2 Troa

sightings. Co "I also confucted a squad recen patrel 50 1o
to their rew patrol bast at XD 907382 and reported nogsess

Iv-10
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2308H, Co "I™ departed for their new position, Co "K', comenced their
nove at 1623H and arrived at thelr nsw position at 1714H. A squad cj’r ush ,
was conducted at XD 391365 without incident. Co "LW continued the acienze .
and engineering effort of Fire Base Shepherd and conducte’ a Fire ‘"'cam ap '
which reported no enemv sightings. GCo "M" arrived at their new nositicon at
AD 918378 at 0545H, ’Jurm" their move they were taken under fivz wyua VA
butlear , iwburned some fivc, and accounted for one HVA ccni‘qucd, A%,
18C0H, they adjusted thelr position and moved to XD §17377 and avrived

a’ 1940H, Co "MM conducteo, a platcon recon patrel of the 736 grid srrere

i snvi a qLad recon to XD 921377 and both returnced without lI’lCldcﬂ.tn A RN
5 squad ambush was conducted at XD 917381 and three LP's were placed. Tsiad
vhe perimeter forrdgiittimo security. _ ] 3

ok

18 July: TFire Base Shepherd raceived fonr rounds of estimsbed 130mm
artillery landing outsids tve porimeter frem an sp-roximate grid of YD . . _
887358, An aI'.blllPT‘] mission was fired om the suspected enemv grid with
unknown results, Co "I" commenced wmoving to a new patrcl hasa located at
XD 903383 at 1340H an! contuctad a platoon recon of the grid square. They
put out four nightime L7 's wntil ther devarted for their nav patrol b:an S
at XD 918330 at R105H, Co "L" reported nepative sightingsnuring the
reporting period. Go "K".conducted apla%om recon patroel of the SO"" gric L.
: squere fron their patrol base locatod at ZD 892368. Thev reccived o
: ams fire from 896366. [Irtillery was requested but was held in ch—.k
fire due to the possibility of fiiendlies being in th: area. Ths ir
enony fire sounded like l1-16. fire and was returned in heavr valmw
area was finallw determined tc be frae of friendlies and the chao
1ifted. The Third Platorn then moved back into the arsa #nd obhsarv.
several F7L resting on thoir bunkers which appecred to be about a °
sized complex. Lrtillery missions were fired with good target coviorarc
aid the third platom retwmed to the area to check out the buricawrs., lhsyw
weiy 2ble to scarch two bunkers hofor:s coming under enemv fire arain,  The
ateon Lhen returned to the commany area., Co "K" displaced to XD 832372, )
W EE AT a"v‘,_v1ti‘=s ¢gcnsisting of: four fire team LP!'s, were conducted
without incident. GCo "L" continusd the defense and engineering effort
cf Fire Base Shepherd and condue uad a fire team 07 in the vicinitr of oo
Kb 528409 with negative results,  Co "M" conducted »pinitod size recon i
notrel in the 37 grid square and reported negative sightings, Wiphh- o
ime activitics 1*1r'lud1ng one squad ambush and three team L7's were e
cenductad without incident. ’ ' ’

wt

= 12 fdilyr Lc WI'M centinued their move to 3stablish a pa trol “ase atb o

I3 9207237 at 0355H. A t 0810H, Co "I continued its displs commt rioviag L
: (pee again and set in at XD 915392 at 1100H. A platoon recon potw o

the 9258 grid square was conducted without incident, Co "L col-f‘ wrrpd

forr L2°s in the vicinitzof their position until £130H whan thmr dan *rusd L

i B

fer ©L 9RY39%. Co "K' conducted *two platoon recomggbrols frem theiz
n3w sl hase at X7i 882327 with the first platoon cpaimiing in the 9(‘ 56 grld ;
squere and thoe tnl:rd pletoen in the 8936 grid squire. The first piatoon. L

located sevan HVA mm’»sos mas suring 31X61X6' at XD 855370, The bunkers were :
overheadsd with logs end dirb bub did not appsar to have bam recenbly .
vaeds. The first platoon observid smoke smanatirg Soon a fow of the : e
bunkers and cal_LN artillor missions wi bh wnlaiown resul o8, )

IV-11
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found 10 bunkers and 20 fighting holes at XD 897370 containing asgorted
NVA 782 gear, The third platoon reported hearing voices at 7D 891366 from
a conplex containfing sproxinetely 20 bunkers with fizhting holes abtached,
The patrol establishad on ambush with necative rasults. Ther also cuserved
one NVA at XD 892368 and sstimated an additional three or four 4o 3-in -
the area, 4n artillsry mission was fired with wnlmown resuits, 11kl widmn
activitiss consisted of four fire team LP's and were without “neident. Go
"L" continued the defense and enginosring cfforts of Fire Jaso Sheplerd and
¢orducted nighthimelP's around the perimeter without incident., Go "M ecn-
ducted a platoon recon patrol of the 9236 grid sauare and spotta? ons I
at XD 924368, Thev also. found 30 recantly constructed fizhtin~ h~lez in
the same grid. The Co "™M" patrol hase was located at D 918373, Co "M
nightf e activities consisted of three LP's and one ambush and thev re-
ported negative sizhtinrss,

20 July: Co "I" continued their movemet towards F ire 3sse Shegherd
Co "I" halted their movement at XD 924405 at 0625H and sent an advancs -
party into Fire 3ase Shephsrd to effect liaison, OCo "I" began moving irto
Pire Base Shepherd at 15193 and assumed tle defense of Lhs perimetisr,
Co "I" conducted four ILM's arcund the perimeter and revorist no snomy
activity, Co "K" conductad 2 platoon recon patrol of the 9057 grid scuare
cormencing at O730H without incident. GCo "E" moved from thoir patrnlk bhase
at £D B9R3TL at 1610H to a new site at XD 894378 and arrived at 180CH,
At 1000H, Co "K" received avroxinately twenty 8%mm mortar rounds frem
suspected grids of XD 896386 and 899359 at 0916H, 4n artill~ry mission
was fired with unknown results. Following the artillery mission , an A0
checzed the suspected grids and reported negative sightings, At 1900H the
rear security thought they detpcted movement of four to six NVA near the
reer of the company at XD 893375 and two squeds were dispatched to seargh
out the area. A scout snipsr obs€rved an HVA move over @ ridge at the
above grid and an artillery mission was fired with wnknowm results, HNight-
tirme activities consisted of fowr fire team LP! swkdehireported nezative
enemyr activitr, Co "L" domarted Fire hse Shepherd at 0630H and reashed
their objective grid of XD 914406 ab 1634H, Co "L" conducted assigned OPis
and L?'s with negative contact or sightings. Co "L" found two M-18's not
in operating condition at XD 925404 which apneared to have been lost fron
a convoy. The weanons we e returned to the Battalion for further dispos.
ition. Co M conduted a olatorn recon patrol of the 9137 grid square
comrencing at O700H with negative sightings. A squad patrel wos dispatched
to determine a suitable route to XD 925364 from their position g8 XD
913372, Co MM departed for their new patrol base at R140H,

1 Jllre Co VIM continued the defense of Fire Base SHepherd and con-
wersd Lecal de and cight activities with negstive sighbings. Co "X"
~néucTad a plitoca sizms wecen vatrol in the 8337 grid squard commencing
ey OV33E,  The petrol Tecated fivs HVA burlers meaguring 31U31X3Y approxn-
Bwataly Gre ho four weeks old, a well camouflaged morter pit, eight 82mm
WOt reunis and one 82mm mortar biped with yoke at ID 827375, The .
povinds weie buried and tis binods wee returnad to Fire 3mse Shovhaord,

Co "K" also lacated 42 HVA hunkers ~nd 17 fighting holes o% XD 501373
at 09¢8He (o VK" sonductsd dar and piebiing looal = :
and reported nepative sightings., U MM Gepwsad thai
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pa"‘"ol .an the 90 29 grid square and lecated a trall whic

ew patrol base at XD 913374, Co "L conduf‘ted

been rocently used by friendliocs at XD 2CE "»vo b
west, Ar‘sor(,ua oquipmen"t was found along
soveral H-15 magazincs and a K-FPar; vhe
days old, A% C%AH, Co L% obgerverdl aat?
cf 72540 mills and ot a ranga of 12000 "‘toru f* o
014405, Looal day dand nightime security actividie
ropoH £0d necative sightinge. Co "LW dup: -«+:.¢‘
2"J* Lor bhe new p'ﬁ“oJ_ hase site ab XD ¢
recon patrol cf the 936 grid =quq1~o and

vi0

b 161,

TG OSGENY

Tn addition, day and night locsgl security. 2t "‘*‘ﬁd iy To M
wiin negative eromy sightings,
of shephord mnd oo

vyt Go "I continued the dolenss
doy and night security activii
avrived at lhelr patrol baso
rouuent was delayed conqlc‘:rua'i.v
t L C115H. The man was unscongcdous ::m TAS
cuated a‘. a4e0H, Co MK" conducted a p_,.e*rv’u size
4:12 and +he §R37 grid square commencing =t CEECH with
al day and night local security ac mv1 ties were condu

e bt oo

<

enanmy sightirgs. fo “"E" arrived at their new patrol
0500E cund repoyied nrwatj.ve cnemy s:.g hting en route, : 3A2 Teson

p?t"ff was vonducgud, in %he vicinity of LZ Hawk and Iﬁoate 9 west ol Tho
vicinity of ZD €77396 at 07COH, The patrol reported no enemy sightom™s

dagi b U

or. signe of recont onemy movement in the area, Co "L" conducted additional
gt

day md night dccal security activities with ﬂegative ineidantg, Co "

o rd~ sted a plaboon recon patrol ccrmenf'mg gh C650H in the vicinity of

AR

ri%hono cnomy __._nl;u.n.ug" roported,

2% July:  Co "IM continued tho defense of Firo Base
Fage) ¢ 5'5:{,001 a re“on patrol to the north of the Fire Base alo

ivapr in en shvempt to locate poteniial fording sn‘.a..u
O th L5 that appoared to be flasL-ghts at XD QC’/U: at

ertiliery with urimown results., A Lre tem 0P at XD ¢2 3lﬂ and ff‘)‘!i"l’ s,

ware aon Yiotad in tho vicinity of Fire JBase Shophsrd and all repurted
ahive v;;‘"m*rg,"--' Co "KM conducted a syua d size rocon patrol in the

- f:;m'-_:';y of ¥ 227402 commencing at 08 SOT-I An advanec varty entered th
& Shsprord at 1700E to effoct iasicn and the Cp W7 sguad

str Jfirs tomm u}?‘? in the vieinity of the o
dopartod thelr posiiion ab

W7y
A

O TZOT AT
3% ena

o oa ~ 3% 0¥
e fl o ’-*O wI

o in m viciniivw

1l o “he 8J-¢\v
'L

ho mission

nd locat!ons
thowt oncZmy
¢ 1 -

il
“IY aiso co

- whe o 'L,"‘ position ab 1845H, _ Co "K¥ corld75c+ed two CPis b

£33 £05 ond cearched for a foverablo routs %0 their naxh patrcl baso withe
hoincidont, Co ™" also conducted day and night local sscvrity acwlvities

e
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lSBQH without 1ncident. Addi+oral acaﬁv:.ulos consisted of two OP's at

' *’XD 893399 -and 898398 and four LP's were conducted around the Co "LM positicnend
“&11 activities were conducted without incident, Co "L" doparted their

position at 2000H to cstablish a patrol base at XD 878394, Co "™M" was
helplifted from their paosition to Fire Basc Catds at O7L5H and 2/4 assumed

02CON of them at that time.

24 July: Co "I opwted Fire Base Shepherd at 0700H to establish
_a patrol base at XD 900385 and wns direccted to conduct a recon along their
- axis of advanco to ascertain route trafficablllty and fording sites.
Co "I" gtopped shart of the proposed site and established their patrol
base at XD 905386 at 1930H, While en route to their patrol base, Co "IM
found three frosh NVA fodtprints moving from south to north and chocked
out the arca with negative results. Co "I" found one M-16, ser no 767300,
at XD 902387 at 193CH which appecarcd to have been loft thore some30 hours
easlicr, Upcn their arrival at the patrol base, Go "IV contacted two OP's
at XD 905386 and 898389 and they roturned to Co “I“ psition at 18350H
withcut. incident, OCo "I" conducted a squad ambush in the vicinity of.
B 904384 and three IP's near thoir positicn, Co "IM activities weported
negative enemy sightings. Oo "K" departed for Fire Base Shephord at 1500H
and entered the Fire Base at 1840H, A fire tcam OP was cstablished at
XD 928409 immediately upon Co "K"'s arrival and the OP returned to thls
" podition at i823H without incident. GCo "K" then conducted four LP!
evmmencing ‘av 1845H and therc wore nngatlve enamy sightings, Co "L"
ar“ivod at thelr paurol base at XD 878394 at 0035H without incident,
-Go "I conducted a platoon reccn patrol of the 8738 grid square commencing
ot 0800H and retwred  at 1345H without incident, Day and night local
. security activities wore conducted by Co "IM with nogative enemv s:.ghtings.
© CGor 'W’ 09n+u3ueq the: defensy of Firg Basa Ga;tes, ORCON. os 2/4.1 g '

-

1345 ooy wE S gorsT T st Bha AN "'s‘ti:;‘zzam
Co "I cm,duvted ‘a plqtoon reqon pat:wl in the. 8958 ng.d
! Hgnd, conclpdlng 2t 13108 with- negative’onemy

htin am TRB!'s wope" ‘condueted at XD 905386 end. XD 398389 .
(,o:mnencnxagf & O'?SQH and torm:l_natlnb at 1B30H without incident, Co "I" S

then spotted cne WVA ot XD 90C382 at 1930H and fired a mission w:.th un..

koowa. crogults, Threa L?ts were oonducted.in the vicinity .of Co 1'1"., L
rosihion and 2 squad mnbush at 893385,  Co. "I" un:.tg;enwted negat.we S
cuimy si gﬂ\u.nbs. Lo K" coptinued the, d@fense «af Fire Bage Shapherd, ’ _
_v-vc’m ting f‘our LP's in the Vlulnity of Fire msa Shepherd gommencing o

ab 19<5H wi uhout —:anl"en'te . Co 1" conducted & platoon, patrol. to the, west of Bl
thev,c posi tion. cesimeneing ab 164QH and, vag- completied. at. 1200H, . The-patrol

renorted fwr‘hnb what appeared tao be a:batbalion, siged /hunker. comp]ex ab
X1 869307 at, 18004, +The, bunkers, seamed. to-he abouty threg waeks .01 and.-:
42853087 6134741, mThc_ay also spobted,threg NVA maving din. a. Bouthernly -1
7 \lul"“' from XT) 841,398 at: 1920H angl&.f_;.red artillery. mt}l qaunknown. rgsults,
o Lt '-:,mted possiblv sighting 15 to. 20 NVA at. apnroximately. 11008

6 %D 676506, The.personnel. worg. koo, distant ta confimm as- nenyg - ‘“u:ctner
inves iy afloq ind;ca’ced that:non frz,_endly units_were operating in that -
71011‘111‘" c,nr* srtillary was fired With unknown: resul th. Additional: day and :
socurity. achivitles were. conducted with nagative sightlngs G
X ,:H,ggemme ,mﬁu :Basq, Cates,OPCON to 2/4,: &

ey "’ 3
L LD bl 278 i Loy 0
CLINE R AR :
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agamn winty: Co "I™ found one SKS, 30 rounds of SKS ammunition, four
chicoms, and 30 rounds of 50 cal., ammunition situated in their patrol

“basc at XD 896387 at 0730H, The SKS was sent to the S-2 for further
routing and the ammunition was buried, Co "I" conducted a platoon recon
patrol of the 8937 srid squaro commencing at 08L5H and terminating at

" 9215H., Thoir mission was to determine the cnomy situation, water points,
possitle sites for LZ's, trails, and patrol base sites. Tho patrol
reported negative cnemy sightings, Two OP's wero conducted at XD 907384
‘and 903386 commencing at 0630H and torminating at 1845H without incident,

- 'They also conducted an ambush at XD 904392 and three LP!'s in the vicinity
of the Co "IM perimotcr with negativo sightings. Co "I" departed their
position at 2015H and arrived at their new positien at grid XD 904390
at 2400H and established Yocal securitv activities. Co "L" conducted
a platoon recon patrol commencing at 0630H to the southwost, with the
patrol locating 5 NVA bunkers at XD 866388 interconnected by tunnels.
The bunkers measured 6!'XR!X4* and wore covered by approximatzly a foot
of dirt. The patrol also locatod a heavy MG position in the complex,
appearing to be one to tWo months old and not recently used. All
bunkers ware Subsequently destreycd, and the patrol returned at 1645H
with negative contact. Day endrnighidimer local security was conductced with-
out ineident, with Co "IM daparting their poesition for their new patrol
base located at XD 875388 .at 2015H, Co "M" continuod the defense of Fire
Base Catos, OPCON to R/4, . N

27 July: Co "I" conducted a platoon raccn patrol in the 8939 grid
square commoncing at 0700H and terminating at 1400H, Tho patrol found

893388, Tho Co "I" patrol also located a sultable landing zone for
holicopter support at XD 891399, A" G "I" squad recen patrcl was conducted
to find a suitable routo to their nexb patrol base located at XD 896396,

A secondary mission was to locate ambush sites for future use in the

9039 grid equare and two were found at XD 904392 and 905394, Two day-
time activities wore conducted at XD 893384 and 898389 and the GP's re-
ported no cnomy sightings, Nighttime activitios consisted of an ambush’
at XD 896392 and thres LP's in the vicinity of the Co "I" position with

no enemy sightings. Co "K" conbinued the defensc of Fire Base Shopherd
and concducted day and nightitdimelocal security activities with nagative
centact or sightings. Co "L" conducted a platoon size recon patrol from
their position west around Hill 471, north for approximately 6000 meters
and thon rotumod to the patrol base, The patrcl encountered hunkers

"at XD 862389 and 862391 and several were overheadad with logs, "I" boams
and dirt. An A0 gpittad additional bumkers at XD 862391 inter connected
by lines, 4 squad recon patrol was conducted north of the Foxtrot Ridge
area in tho 8738 grid squarc. The patrol locatod a site favorable for an
LZ and patrol base at XD 878389 and a water point at XD 870395, Co "L*
estatlished two OP's at XD 876386 and 888391 and cne (P observed throe
porsonncl at O820H wearing khaki uniforms picking up equipment. 4n
artillery nission was called and directed by the 0P, Aftor the mission
was Pfired, tho O? swept the area and found ane NVA killed and one wounded,
The W was evacuated to Deng Ha for further interrogation. Co™® & and
niznibing 1ocal soturity activitics were conducted with negative sightings
or conhartg, ' g '

AL

23 g0y Go "I" conducted a platoon size recon patr-l +0 the 'ncrth--
wost commencing at O73CH end rpporied ko recent signs e AN
o . I7.35 -

e - ",

%0 NVA fighting holes mcasuring 3'X3'X2! approximately two months old at 7*
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- patrol located one possible patrol bazo site at XD 893370,

——l

4 daytime ambush was conducted at XD 904392 commencing at 0630H and roturning

at 1500H, The ambush reported no cnemy sightings or sirns of cnemy activity
$n the area. OCo MM ernducted an 0P at XD 905385 and returned to the '
patrcl base without incident. The company departed their position at

XD 89639 at 1600H to establish a new patrol base at XD 896396 and

arrived at 2020H. The movement was ¢onducted without incident and local
security was established upon their arrival. Co "K" continued the defmnse

of Fire Basc Shephord and provided day and mightime local security activities,
The units reported negative cnemy sightings. Co "L" conducted a platoon
recon patrcl to the 8638 grid square in an offort to dotermine the nature

of rcoont onemy activity and locations for LP's, OR's and LZ's. the

pateol heard what anpeared to he 50 cal. fire cmanating fram =n unknown
source and observed smokc rising from XD 885395. The patrol heard small

arms fire coming frem the 8438 grid square and observed small puffs of
smoke from the same area, The small arms fire was established as coming

from a Co "I" ambush that had four NVA pinned down and the patrol moved
forward to assist them. 4n AO arrived on station firing rockets and

machine guns at the enemy and then directed an artillery mission with

good target covera~e, The ambush and patrol then swept the area and

found onc NVA killed and retrieved an SKS carbine. Day and nightime loenl

sccurity activities were conducted with neéative sightings. Co "' conw-
finued the defense of Fire Base Cates, OPCON to 2/4.

29 July: Co "I" conducted a platoon recon patrol to the wesh and
found a suitable wWater point at XD 900396, a possible LZ at XD 895403 and
an ambush site at XD 893402, Two OPts ware coniucted at XD 899396 and
893394 with negative enemvy sightings. A& squad recon patrol was conducted
south of the patrol bnse at XD 8963% to determine the extent of. recent
encmy activity and reported negetive onomy sightings. Day and mgh‘bm'e'a
1ocal sccurity activitics wore conducted with negalive resultss Co "K
was helolifted from the lower LZ at Fire Bage Shopherd at 0745H and was
transported to XD 874394, Upon arriving, the company moved oub to establish
a patrcl base at XD 882394 and local sccurity was established upon sotting
in. A squad recon patrol of the 8839 grid square was conducted to determine
the ocxtont of recent cnomy activity and reported nopative sightings. An
ambush was conducted at XD 888390 and threo L°!'s were ggtablished in the
vicinity of he company perimeter with negative sightings. Co "L" w-s

hololifted to the lower 1Z at Firc Base Shepherd at O735H and they pro-

cocded inko the Fire Basc at 1100H to assume the defcnse, in 0P was ogw
tablished at XD 928409 end roported nogative enemy sightings. At 1020H

"IN Batbtory 3/12 reported receiving two sniper rounds from the gouthoast

and fired 8lmm mortars and 106 HIPT and bechive at suspected grids of XD
948408, 947402 and 948397, A squad patrol Was gent to the area from which the
#ira was thought to be coming, but observed no enemy movement, At 1200H

"G5 9LY assumed the Sparrow Hawk mission; local security activities wore

¢nducted With no sightings, Co "M"; continued the defense of Firo Base
Catos, OPCON to 2/4. .

30 July: Co "I" conducted platocn recon patrol to the cast of their
position at XD 889399 in an effort to determino recent enemy activity, - The
squad- Y

<o - Iv-1s
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Bo conducted to Go "IMts next oatrﬁl base at XD 888398 and
the petrol located a sito for an ambush at ‘{D 885399, An 07 was conducted.
at XD, 893394 and reportei no enomy sightings, Co "I derarted their
bosition for their ncw patrol base located at XD 83 8598 at 1£30H and
arrived at :825H, Unon thoir arrival, Co "I' astshlished throe nighti
LP's in tho vicinity of the patrol base', all aCTalVll; tes reperied nug-
ative sightings. = Co "E¥ con?ucted a platcen reccn *:ax;r‘cg 501’J’TT¢ 3% “{' their
pCQ.L“b;oL at XD 887337 and reported finding good W'u.t
838796 .arca, 4 sqrad rocrn patrol was conducterd n\,-
and scuth of Rovte 9 in tho 8839 grid square and » ;
4% 17R0H, Qo 'Zf’, cor.;no*lc J.w thcy" I’O'vff’ +o L‘ 870
Foyr .L"'s WEre'
the dafonae cf

au T

) y sonducted «d-a pla ;:xo‘:l recmy pahenl
. > A hidenl oy LI 2 % - e
rorivion at .mgP“ 86 and roportid nema sigh’ nGE.

QI u,.; e Ve % Jomdliy

was 50’11‘ out inm the wicipitr of e pasrol rate o so
! 2 o

Py othe. ’*nLo 1if% 4o be contucted the IOJ.lO:\._Lng caye Lb_o pa‘c*‘m thSu
¥D 8el32¢ for tho I7. Day and nightime local security activitios wore
conaucved and the units ropdrted negative sig ghtings, Co """ conducted a
platocn recon patrol o tne soutneasy and reported finding 50 oic VA
2t X5 888234 that wore interccanected b ¥ trenchss, Anprizimately
been esveoyed proviously and wore cstimated to be abcut four to. .

75hs old, Various typec of smunition T'ere Ffound in the area 'J,v o3
;g_j_nth L 9. letters which ware rout og L0 S=2, . r“qu ad recen wos . conducted 1
clocate abﬂLo LZ for the. halolift +he

ambush UCLS C; .deted at XD 880388, and % 1080
VL. at,. XD, 84 7/105 and fired srtiller "y with unknown
‘?1,1; and nghtlme local securit ty activi ties were conducted with

o sightings., Co ML continued the. dofense of Firg Bl:u uheﬁhr*rq and
aCued day and m_{,ht low.l SOCL""‘l'bV acti : neEs exemy. .
Tm an 8.0 detected novenent at ZOBOH apoT'O‘Clmat y 1:9 moters
1: kel '111 :qovercrwt r:uased shortly thercafter, Co MM pontine
L.u’e Haze Lok O‘DCON to 2/4 - -

o e

[ves
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SECTION ¥

v e e

. 10GISTICS

I. GiEN

te  Eorly resupply of Closs I, IIT, IV and V $teme hove been conducted
from LZ Study by helicorkore Closs IT jtons have come by motor convoy to
17 Stud fron Dong He end by helicopter o the corpenies of +heir vorious
'POSitiOYTS.

b. Operntions: The S opem‘bioii wos 'div-ided jnto three (3) arcos.

(1) S-4 roor minteined £ll poporverk, o coordinnted movements
of men mmd matorisd (primewily Cless I to 1.2 Stud.

' (2) Owr resupply basc ot 12 Stud is mointained with S-4 porsormely’
one (1) supply representobive from onch canpeny, the Bobbelion moss sectiony
Motor Tromspord persomnel and & moilmolle In sddition to normel resupDlys
n compeny o doy wes fed hotb chow from the golley ot L2 Stud in the ficld.
Helicoptor support improved congidornbly, lowgcly due to’ o Regimentel G-4
forverd roprosentebive. The nesshall cooked for permonent persommal &b
ot 17 Stud, and occosicnnlly through arrengenonts with Regimombel G4, for
units moving through 1% Stude The only shortogos of goods during tho perdod
wore selected Class ¥ items such os cleymores and Time Fuscpe These items
never became oriticsl, howoveXs Tho operction ot LZ Stud duaring the month
ren Yolabivoly snmooth ond officiontly, with & noticeable improvenent over
1nst monthe :

(3) in S-4 coprbility wes alwoys medntoined with the Babtelion
Commrnd Post to hondle incoming and gutgoing goods ond. provide proper
13adson with the Bebialion Commnpder. An BT copobility wos meintedned
‘nt coch position.

II_."_" SUPPLY 7 V T N T — c N . - 77:' ) B . V
.eQ._I Tho ovora:lj. supply smpport du:/r:'ng this poriod wvas sa'bisfac:tory;

1. Somo criticnl shortoges of supplies excisted and were reporbed in
the Togistics Sunmory Reporbt :

Ag Mogkse Snelly Modivpm, Lorge
3.5 Rockel Loamchexs :
Mobor Tremsport Repnir Parbs
Tlane Thrower . Compressors

T
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I11. TRAI\TSPOREA,TION

te One (1) M—~151A1 wchicle ig dendlined for o defective voltege
regulotors.. ”he roplacenent regulator hog arrived apd the ome V1) sibisch
vehicic should be operationnl-roady m:bhm two dnays.

- The commmication vohicles are opera‘bn.one&—mac&; Oac {7)
MRC - 109 hes o crocked w:.ndsh:x_eld mth o ronlucemerrt om oL f‘rLe: «

cn Two (2) M-3TBL whislen ae :;"’; ToR in Okinowas Ono {'1
aveibivg re lacoomet awd oue &% vorntToral-icedy dn Bhe HZ T

Co mjosecsax 7 B’v 27“&2 vch:L cles v:v.’an Hhroes (}‘ o
replacimenis wirtocn (15) 91 ‘these M-274A2 voh_clos aro (10«.61.....[3.1;3&
for storier wsscubiies tho’ are on order through tho Dircet Exchange progron
=% FlLoGe

is deadlined for a m..gn.oto wh:.ch h“s nevex boen rod-bolleds

f. The £ive (5) M-lOTA.]. woter trailers are now ope:r tiownl due to
; receiph of partz. Ome (1) M~107A1 hes heen dropped from our awccoumd ond o
g replacerent put on ordere

ca The J0-M-1 or HPCU hos robumed from FLSG with o new omginmoe It

. g. The Bobtnlion rogoived two (2) ¥ -101A1, 3/4 ton corge: teailors
with two (2) moxe om order.
20 The prescemt lst and 2nd ccheolon madirbensmee progrom s Ixighly
effoct .vu and. ~eill confinme for all wou wohiclese.
B Sehadited mod thenrmee e Macn porformed on the M=D7O AT A y
The enquizition of s sorser as:snn,:hes will renove thom from Louralios
ghoin. : . e :
&
E ¢. Lecoptenco chacks hove boon eoupletod for the twe (20) Medoual,
= 3/4 e cerge trodilorse
T2 : ETCLOBT
uCJ t‘?i" il
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COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS

1. Ralie

as  The Ba,‘t‘bullon meintainod g
while mn ficld operctions hwing S 196c-:

= 7 o
Reast iy
- = 7 e
a7k
=3 ¥ T
TG K .)
B LAY s (R

Bn Admin (5)

5

utiliging M cquipment.
2. Wire

Cow

toficag

So AT A0 Netb
G 9K" TAT Ned
Co "L TAD Fot

Co MM TAC Net

o the following redic

81lmm Mortar Conduct of Fire Not

bo Supporting ormg oircuits for air amd artillery were om mployed

cdm:mis trative purposes and provides two trumks to the 9th Marmem

Be The Bobttolion m,m‘*zmed exfens:we (‘P wire "ystems 337
1 %o 7 Judyy and at Fire Bose .ohnpn.erd frrom 5 4o 31 July.

cloye  An AT/TRC-27. civeui, modnbodned by the 1st
- g - v - ’ .
wos cuployed bewecn L7 Ewdly snd Fhe Sache  An ANFERC-27

bolmey

maintined by the Ath Marimcs from § oe 21 Suly; woe omployed

Basc »hcpncr»l and Co I

Power for the

Rowe ot Dong Ha is provided

SO
VIiad
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& The Bathelion Rear at Dong Ha mn,:m'tuns wire commmicotions for

Howk from

<

Marrines

- A
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 SECTION VII

FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATICW

L. During the momth of July, wiile 3/4 was cperating i the Khe Sanh
area, artiilery support wes provided by 1/T1 and T/12.

Z¢ While oparating im the Khe Sanh area » Torward observation support of
3/4 callod in RS fire missions and expended 13,365 rounds, In additiom
4,580 rounds werc expended on I,550 HRI targets and 1,680 rounds were
expended o L8O TOT targcts, '

3¢ The foIIowing is a sumary of artillery missions during the momth

of Julys ‘ o

W1t ‘ FIRE MISSIONS © ROUNIS EXPINDED
m e I/12 | s - ‘15;%5

UNIT . ma ROUNIS EX INDED
Y1 & 1 1,5 4,5
I | Toms | ROUNIS EXPENDED
AT & 112 | 188 1,600

4, Total rounds oxpended in support of 3/4: 19595
Se Total rounds of fire crackers: '_1'_8_0_
6. KIA by artillerys 12

'F.’ B@*!;‘ﬂ'eries that fired in support of 3/4 apéraﬁioﬁs wore:

105 Eittories: 155 Brttertest
Golf from 3/12 _ Tango from I

Hotel from 3/12
- India from 3/12
Foxtrot from £/12

uwe

a2
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In defonse of Foxtrot Ridge, India was supported extensively by
sonventienal fixed and rotary wing aircraft, including flare shipg and
gunships which wore used at nighte It was during this perioed, the first

* half of the month of July, bhat the Btbtalion utilized the mejority of
it's availahle air supports.

- . i
2. During the labtey half of the month, when we switolitd to the mobile
cempany concepb, air mms wora used only sparingly, with fixed wing be-
ing utilized only on specific targets gncountered on patrols, The maj-
ority of our work during this latter pericd rovolved around resupplys
medevacs, and troop lifts, Despite the difficulties the Battalion ex-
pectod to encounber when it switched to the moblle concept of operetion,

all assignments were offectively accomplished,
Sumary of %4 ai¥ sctivitlos during the month of July:

TPQ -TPQ MED m TROOP i
pay A0 KE§ HIT VAC EN . RAM SUPPORT  LIFE MESC
1 3 6 1 n s 7 /A wMn . |
2 - 7 - 2 - - - w 2 Flareships
3 3 5 - 1 4 & g/ "I - 1 Gunship (Spce:
4 3 7 4 - 15 - 5/4 Ly L3 2 Flareshi;
_ ] - 8 4 10 - 1 s/4 "¢ - 1 Guoship (Spou -
a8 6 6 11 - 9 6 - 8/4 "I ngn
g 7 3  1n - 8 8 - /4 "1 -
é 8 4 11 - 7 7 - 3/4 "I bt P
; ] 4 L - 8 12 - 3/4 "I" -
= 10 3 5 4 2 - - - -
& S 1 4 3 5 - - - - )
= 12 3 7 3 2 - - - ~ 1 Flareship
E 13 5 5 3 3 5 - 3/4VI* - :
14 3 7 5 - Q - 3/4 "I -
= 15 3 6 P 8 Q - 3/4 UKY -
= 16 3 6 e 11 2 - 3/4 'R® -
17 o 4 ® 1 - - - -
19 4 & - 3 3 - 5/4 “"K" -
. Z() :!. . 6 - 1 - - - -
L 1 9 6 3 b4 - 5/4 "K® -
Fao-Te 4 11 - - - g
4 2 4 - 3 - - -
25 2 7 1 'l - - - -
26 2 4 - - - - - -
27 2 3 2 3 1 - 3/4 -
28 2 5 3 1 1 - 3/4 "IN -
29 - 3 - 2 - 1 5/4 MM, MIN
0 - S 3 - - - -
.31 2 4 it - 1 - 3 /4 UL -
r A2 232 L o BQ
VITI~L UJ[N] 3 s 5 T
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SECTIN IX
MBEDICAL AFFAIRS

I, Third Battalion, Fourth Marines maintained the following posi ti ons:
dquring Julys 1 to T July, LZ Hawk; 7 to 8L July, Pire Bzse Shepherd
and 1 to 3 July, Dong Hi.

2, There wore approximately 500 patients o viuit the forward BEiS im
addition to cusvaliios resulting from hostile action., Malaria and
favers of -mknowa. crigin continued to be in evidence although %o &
Toscer degres them the previous month, Samitation has been practiced
in an cffective manner and the position appears relatively free of
rodentse ‘

%, Med-Caps were not conductod this month due to the adverse locabiomn
of the forward BAS,

Il
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SECTION X

2 ‘ GCIVIL AFFAIRS
e ® . .
1, No civil affairs wore conducicd bty this Battalion dwring July 1968,
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(1) Closer coordination between air and artillery to include
impact grids of artillery fire, nature of targat, and origin of
fire is essentiagls The type of aircraft is also Of prire con-

cerny, along with their mission and destinations Vhen this in-
fornation is available to responsidle agencies, the check fire
can be irposed if required, or one aircraft can be gmven a Specie
fic mun-in heading so as not to irpede grtillery fire. L thor-
ough and mutual exchange of information can preclude unnecessary

check fires gnd enhhnce opermtional safety.

Itens ALerial Observerea and Artillery Check Fires

(a) Courent: AO's of ten request check fires when check fires are not

desired, '

(b) Lessons Learned : : - . . -
(1) 4O's should e briefed prdor to coming irto the L0, They
are told vhat their missionwwill be and what artillery missions
are in progress, They are also told when they can have a check
fires They are gkven specific grids to stay out of until the
artillery missions are finished. Rigid corpliance to the brief-
ing on the part of the A0 is mandatory.

Itenm: Co-ordination Between Artillery and Alr on the Company Level.

(a)

Coment: Corpany Comenders fail to inform the Battalion FSCC &

their plans for supporting arrs,

()

Lessons Learned

(1) The suporting arms representatives at the company level

must inform the FSGC of the Company Commanders plans for supporting
fire, When there is g conflict between air and artillery the de-
cision on which t0 uSe mst be relayed from the Comepny Gomma,nded
to the F3CC.
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"(3) Small unit leaders must be continually eware of the physical
disposition of their persommel and iquipment. Systematic checks
mist be contimally echieved during night time movement.

(4) As an 2id to nighttime mokement, cohesive movement ban be
onhanced by the use of guide lines extending from man to man; these
1ines not only serve a8 a nevigational aid but also provide @
measure of safety in moving throug gifficult or treacherous
terrain. B, :

4 Item: Reconnaisance and Patrol ActivitieS.

a, Comment: Emphgsis must be continued at the small unit level in
nap reeding and land navigations

b, Ilessons lLearned

(1) Position determination cannOt be based on may obervation
alone. Traile =nd streams clearly depicted on mgps are frequently
obscured or obliterated by dense undergrowth or seasonal changess
It is imperative that contimious review of map resdbng fundamen-
tols, including intersection and resection procedures be accompl~
iShedo . - - -

(2) In eddition, the process Oof orienting to specific ground
locgtions by marking rounds misSt be understood and precticeds

5. Alr Control

(a) Comment: It is imperative that séhool trained FAC's, enlisted or
officer, be assigned 0 an Infantry Battalion.

(b) Lessons Learned

(;l) The current pilot shortage hes necessitated the epsignment

of two Naval Aviators to an Infantry Battelion, This nocessity
results in the uwse of enlisted persomnel in requesting and cOne
trolling alr activity within an A0, Although these persomnel are
trained radio operators, they are not treined es Fat's. In nany
inseances theynare unawere Of sireraft capabilities ox limitatias
and occasionally lack familiarity with proper control procedures,
echelons of responsibility or radio techniguee Formal Battalion
schooling and on the job troining is no substitute for a corp reeh N~
sive training progran for FAC's at higher echelon. Additional
fomiliarization in coordinating Gun Ships, Flarxe Ships, Med Evacs,
end AO activities is also a necessary part of a formal school
curriculume

6, Item: Initiation of Artillery Check Fires Due t0 Air Activity.

(a) Comment:s Check fires are Occasionally irposed when nob necessarys

(b) Lesson Learned
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_— SEGTION XI

SROBLEMS A(COUNTARSD AND LESSONS LEARNED

le
forward of,
difficulties.

sance throughout an area
and control of unit,
sbilities to accompli
ment of companies from
further identified problems in
includihg methods of initiating

fied in the capabilities an

port,
were identi

tabives vo control ai
2. The Battalion's mission during Jul

(a) To conduct survelllance, reconnaissance,

operations withi
froadom of movement, to asc
and to collect and dissemin
and the characteristics of

(b) To conduct the ‘defense of Fire Bas

(c)_ To eontinue th

(a) To conduct collateral missions as we

Orders.

5. Night Time Movement and Uni

(é) Night time movement and displacement e:ipdséd <

The change in the Battalion's miesion b

and adjacent to,
The concept of accomplishing survei

o conduct a mobile defense
ogsed sone tactical
11lance and raconnalis-
oblems in novenment

a fixed fire base €xp

of operations jdentified pr

ovaluation of realistic time and spce factbors, and
sh rapid land navigation. The continuing displecc-
y at night,

patrol base o patrol base, primaril
the control and registration of fire suo=-
chock fires. Additional problems

d 1imitations of the FAC represen- 7

rereft throughout the AO. P
y is defined as follows:

and limited offensive

n the area of operations in order to deny the enemy
ertain the nature of enemy activity,
ate intelligence regarding the enemy

the area of operations.
¢ Shepherd.

e ongineering effart of Fire Base Shepherd.

re assigned by separate Frad

f Displacement,

artain inherent |

aiffirvlties,

AL) Le=sons Learnced

/

ments

and reduce thelr alertness and efficie

{2% 1t was furt
in rr~ pabrol basc not ‘mors
frem cae Location end roquired helicopte

cognronise locationts

/1) Initially an
uight. Night time displacement can not be measure
distances. alone.
the wnits ability to accomn
tances of 500-600 meters were poasonable, whereas -
axcess .of 1000 meters were unrealistic,.

our presence can bo
of 500600 meters.
meters did no mors to confuse the enemy th

h ground at
A in terms of

The characteristics of a particular area govern
1ish significant night movement. Dis~
distances in
The enemy!s awareness of

offectively deterred by short night movement

Movements ranging up to and in excess of 1000
an the shorter displace=

movements also tended to tire troops
ney in subsequent activitiese

attempt was made to cover foo muc

Extended night time

her ascertained. that it was desireable to remain
th-n two nights, Continued activity

r support +ended_to
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