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Sth lSSmm Gun Battery (sp) (Rein) 
Fleet }I[arine; Force Pacific 

FPO, San Francisco, California 96602 

From:, Commanding Officer 

0668 
EBB/eTh 
1 July 1968 

To: Corrrrnanoing Officer, 1st Battalion, 13th Harines, FPO, San Francisco, 
California 96602 

Subj: Corrrrnand Chronology far- period I June to 30 June 1968 

Ref: (a) FI'1FPacO 5750.8 

Encl: (1) 5th 155mm Gun Battery (SP) (Rein) Command Chronology 

1. In accordance l"lith reference ,a), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. lilien enclosure (1) is 
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5itb;, t55- Gun :sa,-ttq CSP),: 'Rein) 
1:at, Battalioa, t~th Marines' 

:&'PO, Sa Francisco;, Californi ... '6£.02' 

COMMAND: CHRQTOLOGY 

PARr I - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

PART n -- NAlUiATIVE' smJMARY 

PART III ... SEQ.vmTIAL LISTmG OF SIGNIFICANT EVmTS 
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5th 1i55mm Gun. Battet'y (sp) (Rein) 

Subordinate l1ni tee 

Command.in;g 

Major E. B. BEALL; Jr. 
1 JUlae - 39 June 1968 

Executive.Offic.er 

Captain. T. VI. STEIDLE 
'1 June ... 30 June 1·968 

COIl!lander 
tS.t PIatoOl1, 5th 155mm G1m Ba;ttery (sp) (Rein) 1stLt J. M. ReP' 

Attached Units' 

'hrt Platoon, 5th 8" Howi t~.er Battery" (sp) 

a. Battery (-) (2 .. 155 Guns) 

c.. an. Platoon 

:h Average MonthlY S!\;reaOb. 

.. Jime - ~Q: .Tune: 1'968 

COlllWld'er 

1'stLt S. A. JIIEMroTI 
1! JUBe - 4 June 1',68 

1stLt H. K. LEE 
5 Jime: -. 30 June 1,68 

1-3OJune68IZ. SHARON 
QJlauC Tri. Ci ty . 

1~-~OJ_une6a Cu Lo (C-~) 

1JUl'J.eQ8 !he S~ 
2-,OJUlle08 CQ.!. Lu 
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Narrative Sumrn. 

During June 1968, the mission and disposition of the 5th 155 Gun Bat. 
tery (SP), reinforced by the 1st Platoon, 5th 81f Howitzer Battery (Sp) J 

comm.anded by Major E. B. BEALL, Jr,ound~rwent some cliange. On 1 June, 
as directed by the '12th Harines, two (2) 1~5 Guns completed displacement 
from LZ SHAltON, Quang Tn City to the First Platoon's pC13ition at Cam to 
( C-3). The battery headquarters and t''10 (2) 15, Guns remained at LZ 

°SHARON with the mission of general support of the 3d Marine Division, re­
inforcing the fires of the 3rd Battalion, 12th Matines. The mission '-Tas 
only performed on a few occasions and then confined almost entirely to 
long range H&:I fires. Numerous R&I's, occoasiona1 fire missions, and all 
registrations were conducted in support of the Army's 1st Air Cavalry 
Division, reinforcing the fires of' the 2nd Battalion, 19th Artillery vJith 
approval of the 12th Marines. One mission fired the night of 27 June 
accounted for 60 confirmed enemy KIA fS in support of OPERATION JEB STUART 
nI~ 

The First Platoon, augmented by two {2) additional 155 Guns, con­
tinued its mission of general support' of. the 3rd

o 
i-iarine Di visi. on, rein­

forcing the fires of the 12th Marines. The volume of fire has been heavy 
with numerous TOT's and counter rocket/mortar fires in the area. of the 
DMZ, Con Thien, and north of Dong Ha. . 

The 8n Platoon completed OPERATION DRUMFmE II on 1 June, chopped 
OPCON of the ~rd rlatoPJl,j:;lst 8t1 Hmntzer Ba.ttery to Ta.sk Force HOTEL, 
and returned to its position a.t Ca Lu. One truck received considerable 
damage from an enemy rocket attack of the staged convoy at The Sanh on 1 
June. 

During June, the volume of fire for the 8" pla.toon, answering calls 
:for fire missions from the 12th Marines in Dong Ha, l~as very light. 

Personnel readiness remained. C-1 'lr1ith the only real shortages being 
conununica,tors. Equipment status dropped back to C2 for most of the month 
with 1 gun, the retriever and several tube changes causing down time. 
By the end o:f the month, the battery achieved 01 status with seven Of 
eight guns shooting. Supply status reM ns 02 due to the nonavailability 
0£2nd echelon spare parts i'a" motor transport andordnance equipment. 

The battery continues to improve its three (3) positions~o Construction 
of a messhall was begun at the 12 SHARON headquarters position. New gun 
pi ts and bunkers are being constructed at Oam 'u, to accommodate the two 0 

(2) additional guns. No personnel casualties 'Were inCUlTed during June 
and vehicle damage was confined to one truck. 

The battery continues to support. OPERATIONS SCOTLAND II, LANCASTER II, 
KENTUCKY, NAPOLEON/SAIJ:NE II, and JEB S'l'tJART Iill ' ______ --o--.--! 
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Sequential Listing of Significant Events 

1 June 1968 - Completed displacement of Tl~o (2) additiona~ 155 Guns 
:from LZ SHARON to Cam- In to reinforce the 1st Platoon. 

- Completed OPERATION DllUMFIRE II. Displaced :elf Platoon 
from The Sanh to Ca Lu.Received rocket attack at Khe 
Sanh with damage to two (2) vehicles. 

4 June 1968 - lstLt H. K. IEE relieved lstLt S. A. l.mNNUIT as 8n 
Platoon Commander 

7 June 196tl - Numerous incoming rocket and artillery rounds at -LZ 
STUD and Ca Lu. Anununition Dump at LZ STUD was destroyed. 
No Bn Platoon casualties. 

20 June 1968 - LZ SHARON received about 25 rounds incaning 8lJmn mortar 
rounds; no battery casualties' 

26 June 1968 - Major CANTIENY, Executive Officer, 1st Battalion, 13th 
Marines, visited LZ SHARON position. 

27 June 1968 - 60 confirmed KIA fS from mission fired by LZ SHARON platoon. 

30 June 1968 - Battery continues to support OPERATION SCOTLAND II, 
IANCASTER II, KENTUCKY and NAPOLEON/SAUNE and JEB STUART 
III 
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