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DECLASSIFIED 

• 
5th 155mm Gun Battery (SP) (ReiD.), 

Fleet kine Force Ba.c ific 
FPO, San F:l:ancisco, Ca.liforni~ 966Q2 

From:; Commanding Officer 

0768 
EBB/elh 
4 AUg 1968 

To:. Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines, FPO, san F:te.ncisco, IT-j 

California 96602 { 

. Subj:. ~oIDllland Chron01W for period 1 July to 31 July 1968 

Ref: (a.),' FIfiacO 5750.8 

Enel: /(1), 5th 155mm Guh Battery (SF). (Rein) Connna.nd Chronology 

1. In a.ccordance wit) reference (~), enclosure. (1) is submitted. 
. . 

2. When enclosure (1) is removed,.this letter is unclassified. 
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• 
5th 15Smm Gun Batts:t'Y (SP) (Rein) 

1st Battalion, 13th .. ~hrines . 
:WO, at-n F.te.ncisoo, california 96602 

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 

1 July -31 July 1968 

. INDEX 

PART I - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

PAR!' II - NARRAT I1TE ~~ 
" " 

PART III - ~UENTI!l.L DIBrING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS; 
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t~ Designation 

5th 155mm G\m l3a.ttery (sp) (Bain) }ll:l.jor E. B.B~, 'JZ'. 
1. July - 31 July 1968 

~cutive Officer 

Captain T. W. STEELE 
1 July .. ;1 July 1966 

Subordinate Units: Co:an:nander 

let Platoon, 5th 155m Gun J3atte;ry (sp) (Rein) ls;tLt J. M. RAP? 
1 July: - 7 July 1968 

lstLt L. M. PALM 
6 July - 31 July 1968 

2nd Platoon, 5th 155mm Gun Battery (Sp.)(Rein} 1stLt c. R. THORlmILL 
26 July - 31 July 1966 

Attached Units Coma.nder 

1st Platoon, 5th 6u Howitzer :Battery· (SP) 1stLt H. K. LEE 

2. Location 

~. l3attery Headquarters. 

1 July - 29 July 1968 

1stLt J. P. CANNING 
}O July -. }1 July 1966 

1 .. 31 July 1966 LZ SEARON 
Qp.ang Tri City 

b. 1st Platoon (Bam) (4-155 Guns) 1 .. 31 July 1968 09.m La (C-3·) 

26 .. 31JuliY 1968 09.mp 
Ca.rroll 

c. 2nd Platoon 

~. 8" Platoon 

3. Average Monthly Strength USlYIl 
OPP-ENI, --

1-,1 July 1968 ca. 111 

USN 
OFF ENL. 

~~: ~ ·t .... p, . ' ~ ~ .' • ~_ ~ 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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~~~~~$$~if~~'~t.ive Sunmaq 

" Dur~"July 1968, -the-mlssion and disposition of the 5th 155mm Gun' 
Battery (SF) (Rein), commanded by Ml.jor E. B. BFA~, Jr., underwzmt signi­
ficant change. From 1-17 July the 2: 155 Guns located with the ,battery ~d-

, quarters command post @.tLZ SHA.RON, Quang ,Tri City, continued its mission , 
of general support of the 3rei J>hrine Division, reinforcing the 12th Marineft. 
The total expenditure of rounds, however; during tmt..t period was in support 
of the'lst Air Cavalry "Division, answering calls for fire from the 2nd Ba t­
talion, 19th Artillery;. 

The First Platoon (Hein) (4 155 Guns) continued its mission of genel.'Otl 
support' for the 3rd Marine Division, reinforcing the fires of the 12th 
I-hrines. On l7 July the reIIJil.ining 2 guns from landing Zone SHAROlf were, 
displa.ced to camLo in' order to ml-intain 4 guns oontinuously: firing in sup­
port of OPERATION THOR. The volume of fire was heavy and during the period 
15 - 31 July, 6 tube changes were required, causing considerable dO'wn time.~ 

The Stli Platoon continued its mission of genera.l support of the 3m 
~rine Division, reinforcing the fires of' the 12th Ma.rines~ from Os; Lu. The 
volume of fire during July ~s very ligh~. 

e On 26 July, the 2nd Pl.a.toon ws designated under the cOlllIland of First 
Lieute~.nt Charles R. THORNHIIJ, and directed to displace to Camp Carroll to 
support also the 3rd :Imine Division, reinforcing the fires of the Fourth 
Battalion, 12th Marines~ 

Personnel ~-diness ramined 0",1 with some :re.1ief in the comnnmioa..tion 
ranks. Equipment s;tatus nuc~_ted so rapidly during the month with numer-
011$ tube change~~.nd other maintenance problems ~using down time. "By the 
end of the month ~ C-2 s,tatus prevailed with 2 l55mm Guns deadlined. 

The battery now occupies 4 positions. A new messbe.ll was completed 
a.t lrulding Zona SHARON and ca Lu~ 'Second F.l.atoon occupied an old A:rrrry 
1.15 Gun POSition Q.t ~mp Carroll. ,Work continues at all pOSitions to pre-, 
pare for the monsoon. 

The battery continues to support Opem.tions SaarlAND II, IANCA.STm II, 
NAPOLEON/SALmE II" KENTUCKY a.nd also CAl~ON I:t. 

rj~(~i~$~'~ r-[.T.r",~' 
l ' 
'Jc">=~,_,-,"~ ..l.oo .. '.;..'......,;.; .... , •• ', 
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1 July 1968 

8 July 1968 

10 July 1968 

17 July 1968 

26 July 1968 

29' July 1968 

31 July 1968 

, 

/ 
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Sesuentia1 Listing of Significant !Wents 

Completed construction of new ~sshall at Battery OF 
Landing Zone SHARON 

Commenced Operation THOR 

First LieuteM-nt L. M. PALM relieved First LieutelW-nt 
J. 11. RA,PP as First Platoon COIll!llander 

Colonel P. L. MULRONEY, COllIl1landing Officer, 12th &rinesj, 
visited Battery Headquarters position Landing Zone SHARON 

Displaced 2,155 guns from Landing Zone SEARON to fur­
ther reinforce 1st Platoon ~t Cam 1.0,., 

Designated a.nd displaced Second Platoon (2 155 guns) 
from Landing Zone SHARON and 'Cam to to Camp Carroll, 
oommanded by First Lieutenant Charles R. THORNHILL 

First Lieutemnt J. P. CANNmG releived First Lieutenant 
H. K. LEE as 8u, Platoon Commander. 

Battery continues to support OPERATIONS'SCarLAND II, 
LlNCASTER II, KENTUCKY, NAPOLEON/SALm, AND. COl'mENCED 
CANTON r.eI ' 
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