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5th 155mm Gun Battery (SP) (Rein) 

Flee t Marine Feree Pac ifie 
FPO, San Franciscol California 96602 

From: Cemmanding Of:ricer 

1068 
WMS/elb 
2' Nov 1968 

Te: Cemma.nding Officer', 1st Battalion, 13th Marines, FPO, San Francisco, 
Califomia 96602 

Subj: CQmmaDd Chrenel081 for period 1 October to 31 October 1968 

Ref: (a) FMFPaoO 5750.8 

Enel, {(l) 5th 155mm Gun Battery (SP) (Rein) 00llllllaDd Cbronelegy 

1. In accordance with reference (.), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. When enclosure (1) is removed, this letter' is unclassified. 
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5th 155mm Gun Battery (SP) (Rein) 
Fleet Marine Farce Pacifi.c 

• 
FPO, San Francisce, Californi.a 96602 

OOMMAND CBRON01CGY 

1 Octeber te }l Oetobe,r 1968 
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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Designation. 

5th 155mm Gtm Battery (SP) (Rein) 

Subordinate Units 

1st Platoon, 5th 155mm GunBtr.r(SP) (Rein) 

2nd Platoon, 5th l55mm GunBtr,y(SP) (Rein) 

3rd Platoon, 5th 155mm GunBt~(SP){Rein) 

Attached Units 

1st Platoon, 5th sit Rewitzer Battery (SP) 

a. Battery Headquarters, 2d :Platoon 

b. 1st Platoon 

o. 1st Platoon (Rear) 

d. 3rd PIa tcon 

e. S" Platoon 

DECLASSIFIED 

Commanding 

Ma.jor W. fiI. STEPHENS 
1-31 October 1968 

Executive Officer 

Captain T. W. STEELE 
1-31 October 1968 

Cemma.nder 

lstLt L. M. PALM 
]-7 October 1968 

2.ndLt W. W. MILES 
1·~7~tober 1968 
lstLt L. M. PALM 
8-.. 31 October 1968 

2IldLt D. R. HARDY 
1· .. 7 October 1968 
2rLdLt w. w. MILES 
8-;1 October 1968 

Commander 

lSI tLt J. T. CANNING 
1-31 October 1968 

1-01 October 1968 
Camp Carrell 

1-~ October 1968 
Cs. Lu 

1-,31 October 1968 
0..; 

1-01 October 1968 
Rookpile 

1-4,9-31 October 1968 
Ca~Lu 

5-8 October 1965JlZ STORMY! 0\ 
.Uf'l' NO.; OF ,J COPJa 

USN 
OFFENL 
.::o:k .. T. '... t_ iN,' ''''$\.", 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE S1JMMARY 

During Ootober 1968, the battery, oommand()d by Major W. M. STl!!E'HENS, 
continued its mission of reinforcing the fires of the 12th Marines. By 
12 October the rear area of the battery-supply, maintenance, and motor 
transport - had completed the move from Landing Zane SHARON to Camp Carroll. 
The battery maintained positions at Camp Carrell, C-3, Rookpile, and Cs Lu. 
During the month 155 gun sections were shifted to Ca. Lu, 08llJ1lCarroll and the ....., 
Rockpile as dir.ected by the 12th Marines to sUJPport Marines in the LANCASTER. 
AND SCOTLAND AOts. Additionally, from 16 - 26; October bridge and fording 
limitations prevented the displacement of operational 155 guns west of C~p 
Carroll and. the evacuation of 155 Guns in need of repair from Os Lu and the 
Rockpile. 

The battery fired £:rom the Rockpile during the first 20 ~s of October, 
reinfercing the 1st Battalion, 12th Marines. The volume af fires was mederate 
to hea..,. with numerous TOT, artillery suppression and prep fires. An engine 
fire on 3 October put one gun ~t of action Qld necessitat6d the Shif~ of a 
155, gun on 9 October from Ca Lu to the Rockpile. 

~e a"- Platoon operated from Ca Lu during October exoept for its dis­
placement 4-9 October te Landing Zane STORMY tc' support Operatien SCOTLA.ND/ 
NAmNG. During that period the 8" Platoon was under the eperatiC!lnal con­
trol of the 3rd Battalion, 12th Marines. Sincd 10 October, the 8" platoon 
and a platoon of 155 glmS, has been in positien at Ca Lu to reinforce the 2nd 
Battalion, 12th Marines.' 

On 16 October the battery received two (2) R&E 155 guns from FLSG/B, 
Dong Ha. These weapons were removed to Camp Carroll for test firing. This 
temporary measure was extended until 26 October due to the lim! tations en 
bridge and fording traffic. During that ten (10) daY0period, the guns at 
Camp Carrell £ired to reinforde the 1st B~ttal~Lon, 12th Marines. The volume 
of fire was heavy with considerable lellg r~ counter battery fires. On 
26 October, two (2) operational 155 guns succt!ssfully forded the Cam Le 
River and 0Ccupied positiens at Ca In and the liockpile, while 2 155 gems 
awaiting survey and repair were moved back across the river to Camp Carroll. 

Equipment readiness remained marginal. (C-~i) during October 1968 for the 
second straight month. While at LZ STORMY one (1) Sri Howitzer, while firillg 
fram an extremely soft poai tien, cracked a hull. Addi tiona! down time was 
caused by Ii!. broken hydraulic line. 155 gun dOlm time was caused by" Ii!. lack 
of moo sights, a faulty sight mount, tube changes, and engine repairs. 

The battery continues to support OPERATIOllS SCOTLAND II, LANCASTER II 
and KENTUCKY. 
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2' October' 1968 - IncomiIIg 130}!OI throughout night, about 25, rounds - no 
ba. ttery ca.eual ties or damage I. 

5 October' 1968 - Displace Stl P1atoQn to LZ STORMY to support Opera.tion 
SCOTLAND/NANKING. ' 

6. October'1968 - Ninth MAB inspection team arrives. 

7 October 1968 - Second Lieutenant w. W. MItES relieved Seeend Lieutenant 
D. R. HARDY as 3rd Platoon Commander at the Rockpile. 

9 October' 1968 - etl platoon :returns to os. Lu. 

12 October 1968 .. Ccmp1eted displacement 0i battery rear to Camp Carroll. 

16 Oct0ber 1968 - Received 2 l55 guns under thE~ ME program. 

2'5 OCtobef 1968- Es,tablished liaison with 8th 01' the 4th Artille:ry rega:rdillg 
training on 175 guns. 

26 Octeber' 1968- Fwr (4) 155 guns iGrd Cam Lo River between Camp Cirro11 
and Rockpile. 
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