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'5th 155mm Gun. Battery (sp)(Rein): 

Fleet Mn':ine Force l?aojL£io , 
F£Q San. Francisco, Californ~~ 9660~ 
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From: Commanding Officer 

-
1268 
ID'iS/kee 
2, ~an 1969 

TOl, Commanding General, 9th lfJarine Amphibioul3 Brigade, FEO San 
Franoisco, California 96602. 

Subj;: Command Chronology for period 1. Deoember to 31. Deoember196~g 

Raft (a) Fl~aoO 5150.8 
(b) BRIGO 5750.tC 

Enel, At) 5th 155mm Gun Batte:t'3' (sp)(Rein) Command Chronology 

1. :in ~ccordance with referenoe (a.) and (b) enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2., i\!hen encl.osure (1:) is removed, th:i,s letter is unclassif'ied. 
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5th 155mm. Gun, BatteJ:7 (sp.)(Rein) 

" Fleet: I-1a.rine Force :j?ac;i£ic.: , 
FPO Sail. Francisco •. Califom:ia 96602. 

COHMAI'll) CHRONOLOOY 

1: December t:o 21: December 1968 

INDEx:. 
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.. ..... .. .. 

l?A.llT II .. NARRATIVE SlTl1li'IAllY 
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PARr III - SEQImlTJAL LIsrlNG UP SIGNIFlCAlilT EVmS, 
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5th 155mm Gun Battery (sp)(Rein) 

• 
Commanding 

Major ~1. M.. STEEHENS, 
1-3.1: December 1968 

Executive Officer 

Capta.:in T. \II.. STEELE 
1-31: December 1968 

Subordinate Unita C~der 

1st :P.latoon, 5th l55mm Gun Battery (SF)(Re:in) 1stLt J., T., CANNlNG 
1'-4 December 1968 

;rd Platoon, 5th 155mm Gun Battery (SF)(Re:in) 

e Attached Units 

1st Platoon, 5th 8'" Howit~er fu.ttery (sp) 

z.. Location. 

a. ::Ba.ttery Headquarters 

b. 1st Platoon 

c. 2nd Platoon 
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1stLt L ... M .. PALM 
5-17 December 1968 

1stLt M. \0/. NEIGHBORS 
1:8-31 December 1968 

. _1stLt. vi. 1,1. MILES 

Commander 

1stLt J •. T. CANNING 
t-4 December 1968 

IstLt L., H. PALM 
5-1,7 December 1968 

1stLt M., vT. NEIGRBORS 
18-31~ December 1968 

1-5 December 1968 Camp Carroll 
6-31 December 1968 Dong Ha.. '-'lest 

1 ... 1-1; December 1968 Ca. Lu 

1~5 December 1968 camp Carroll 
6-,1: December 1968 Rock Pile 
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~ do 3rd Platoon 

e., 8 t1 Platoon 
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During December 1968 the mission of the 5th 155mm Gun Battery (SF) (Rein) 
remained. the same remforcing the 12th Ffl.rmes. The opcon commander is the lOBth 
Artillery Group (USA). en 1 December the battery came tmder the direct adrJ.inistra­
ti ve command of the Commanding General, 9th ~ilrin:e Amphibious Brigade (00 9thlV'AB 
190744Z DEC68). By 5 December the batter,y command.' post had been displaced from 
Camp Carroll to Dong IT.a l4est. (Yl) 20705957). F'iring positions were maintained at 
Fire Support Base Elliott' (Rockpile) and Ca La .-]'ire direction remains centralized 
from the FDC at Dong :sa. ivest. en 26 December the battery instituted a complete 
secondary check of all fire direction data from a separate check/alternate FDC at­
Ca Lu. 11a.ximwn use ofdirectiona-l antennas (A5-2236) insures reliable communica­
tions the 15 miles between lJositions. By 14 December the equipment readiness of the 
battery had deteriorated to C-4 with only one gun ope,rational. The status improved 
slightly, from 15-26 December, but by the months end the equipment status was again 
C-4 with one 8" howitzer and one 155 gun operational. 

e From Fire Support Base Elliott (Rockpile) a total of 1178 rounds of 155 gun 
ammunition vlere fired on numerous unobserved Tar/artillery/rocket supprf'flsio':l fires. 
Construction of tropical huts and incoming bunkers Jvas begun in a nell' 4 gun 
position 500 meters from the present 2 gun position. By 26 December 'the Seabees 
had completed. the construction of 4 heavy gun pads. . 

Firing from the Ca Lu position totaled 745 155 gun rOlUlds and 692 8" Howitzer 
rounds, Targets weI"e mostly unobserved Tor/artillery/rocket suppression fires and 
long range support of recon units. Construction of a new 4 gun position at Vandegrift, 
Combat Base was begwl. to include tropical huts, an,J1I)C and personnel bunkers. The 
Seabees by the month's end had completed one of four gun pads. 

The high weapons deadline rate was caused by engine, transmission, sight mOlUlt, 
elevating mechanism repairs; several tube changes; and the non-availability of 
needed repair parts (ie~ oil cooler fan). Durmg most of the month only 2 155 guns 
and 1 8" h01.'litzer .lere operational. O:1.e8" hOidtzer is deadlined for a 111115 sight 
(1<121257-8354-0032); one 155 T/E deficiency exists (~i21257-8332-0016). The VTR (N51) 
remains on deadline since 1 OCtober 1968 for a tr-<>.nsmission. Personnel readiness 
continues 0-2 with 88% of essential ranks and 1-105 on hand. 
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en 10 December a training program on' the 115 guns was initiated in conjunction 
eith A batteI"J, 2nd B9.tt·alion, 94th Arty. ',framing includes firing battery, fire 

direction procedures and maintenance classes followed by periods of OJT. 
t 

The battery continues to support Operations SCOl'WID, rrffilSE, KElJTUCKY and 
the newly initiated operation DAWSON RDrrlR (261200 NOV66) 

PARr III 

Sequential Listing of Sib~ificant Events 

4 December 1968 - lstLt L. N. PALM relieved lstLt J. T. CAl:n:JIim as lstPlt/ 
8f! PltCmdr. lstLt J. T. CANlUNG assumed duties as battery FDO. 

5 December 1968 - Completed displacement of battery headquarters to Dong Ha West 
(YJ> 20705951). 

6 December 1968 - Seabees commenced construction of 4 heavy gun pads at Rockpile. 

9 December 1968 - Battery Executive Officer, Irtl.intenance Chief, Gunnery Sergeant 
held maintenance inspection of \·19apons. 

10 December 1968 - Commenced 175 gun training with A Battery, 2nd Battalion, 94th 
Arty at Dong Ira \ie st • 

.i:..~ December 1968 - CODlIlenced construction on neH 4 gun pOSition at Vandegrift Combat 
~se. 

17 December 1968 - lstLt r,f. vl~ NEIGHBORS relieved lstLt Lo, M. PAtH at lstPlt/8 I1P1tCmdr. 

28 December 1968 - llaj or \0[. :frI. S.fEEImTS and lstSgt J. J. FISHER III attend memorial 
closing ceremony of Camp J. J. Carroll. 

29 December 1968 - Direct message release authority to CG, 9thNAB granted by 3rd 
rvIARDIV. 
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