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From. COIIllImlding Officer 

TWS/wbn 
5150 
011.03569 
4069 
4 Feb 1969 

Tea Commanding General, 9th .. riae Amphibious Brigade, FMF, no 
San F%ancieco, California 96602 

Subjl Command Chronology for period 1 - 31 Janua~ 1969 

Ref. (a) PMJiacO 5750.8 
(p) :8rigO 5150.10 

Encla (1) 5th 155mm Gun Batter,r (sp) (Bam) COllilll&lld Cbrcmolegy 

1. In acoordaJlee with refeI.'enees (a)a.nd (b), enclosure (1) is sub­
mittedJ 

2. When enolosure (1) is :rem9Ved, this letter i8 unclassified. 
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1. Desie;na.t1on 
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Part I 
OrB!Ai~tional ~ta 

5th 155mm Gun Battery (sp) (Rein) 

SIlbor<11ne.te Units 

Bl.'8VO Platoon (155mm Guns) 5th 155m 
Gun Battery (Sll) (Rein) . . . . . 

Charlie Platoon (155mm Guns) 5th 155m 
Gun Battery (Sf) (Rein) 

Atta.ohed Units 

Alpha Platoon (8 t1 Bow) 1st Platoon 
5th 8" Howitzer Batter,r (SJ?) 

a. Battery Headquarters 

b.. A and B Platoons 

o. C Platoon 

, • Monthly Average Strength· 

TWS/wbn 
4 Peb 1969 

Commanding 

Raj W. M. STEPHENS 
1-31 January 1969 

~outive Officer 
Cipt T. W. srEEtE 
1-,1 Janua~ ~~9 ., . 

Commander 

IstLt H. W. NEIGHBORS 
1-18 January 1969 . 

Capt J. J. HTLHOLLA.ND 
19-,1 Ja.nua;oy 1969. 

lstLt W. W. MILES 
1-31 Januar,y 1969 

Commander 

1stLt M. W. liEIGDORS 
1-18 January 1969 

Capt J. J. MULHOLLAND 
19-,1 January 1969 

1-31 January 1969 Dong Ba West 

1-24 January 1969 OaLu 
25-}1 January 1969 Vandergrift 
Combat·1la.se . .. 

1-,1 January 1969 Fil.'e ::l1pport 
Base Elliott (Rock .,1'ile) 

~ !!.§! 
OFF ENL OFF ENL 
T 167 07 
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lart II 
Narra t iva SUmmary 

TWS/wlm 
4 Feb 1969 

During January 1969, the 5th 155mm Gun Battery (SF) (Bein) under the 
cemmancii of Najor W. M. STEPHENS, continued its mission of reinforcing the 
12th Harine Regiment and its opoon status to the l08th Artillery Group 
(USA). Dllring the first tw. weeks of January Alpha/Brayo Platoons and 
Charlie PlatoOJa oontinued work on their new pOsitions and the prepara­
tions for displacement. FOIU' concrete gun pads weN oompleted in each 
position, roads were cut, and a. number of bUnkers and tropical huts in 
each position were completed. Charlie Platoon displaced to its new posi­
tion at Fire Su.pport Base Elliott (Rock Pile) on 16 January ud on 25 
January Alpha/Bravo Platoana displaced from catu te the DeW position at 
Vandergrift Combat Base. 'lbe Seabees have a (lQJllll1ittment to bbild tropi­
ca.l huts a.n~rojectile and p~der bunfters at each position. A date for 
i;~ completJ.OJl of these struotures has not been set a.t this time. 

,The Battery was inspected tvice during the month of January. l'he 
1~h »'rine Regiment, upcn request, gave the :Battery a oGUrteB1 inspection. 
Cb 27 January, the CG 9thHAB inspect ion commenced. Colonel A. E. COl"FEEtJ 
hea.ded a 19 member inspeotion team. The Battery receivud a. rating of 
8&tisfacto~ with discrepancies. . 

Captain ~. J. HULHOLWD re1eived lstLt M. VI. NEIGBBORS as Alpha/Bravo 
Pla.toon CGD\lIl!mder on 19 January. AlpbajBravo Pla.toons fired 214 155mm Gun 
reunds and 6}O e It Howitzer rounds for the month. Targets 'lere' mostly un­
observed intelligence/artillery/rocket suppression tires and long range 
support of l.'econ units. The small volume of l55mm gun fire was due th8 
deadline of the two 155mm guns of Bravo Platoon fEXl: most of the month. 

Firing frem Fire Silpport Base Elliott totalled 1616 155m gun roun4a 
during the month. Targets were mostly unobserved intelligence/artilleryj 
ro'cket suppression fires. The inc:rease in rounds fired from previous 
months was due to an increase in targets and a. periGd when three 155m 
guns were operational. 

The Battery's personr:lS1 status is 0-3 with 11% of essential T/O ranks 
and NOSe on band. Critical MOS shortage s inolude: oall, 2144, 2151, 2531, 
2861 and 3531. Equipment status has fluctuated between 0-2 and 0-4 during 
January and by the month's end one 155mm gun a.l!ld two 8" Howitzers wen op-' 
era tiona1. The, excessive,~adline_ 1'&,te., ,in addition to routine tube changes, 
was ca.used by pl:'ematurly condemmed oannon assemblies, shortages of breech 
parte, such as obturator spindles and rear split rings, and a master brake 
cylinder. Two E1mees and the VTR (li.61) remain on dea.dline. 

The Battery oontinues te support operations SCarLABD, RIRISE, iEliTUCKY 
and DAWSON RIVER. 
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Pa.rt III 
Sequential Listing of Significant Events 

7 Janua1Y 1969 - Capt iI. W. elEELE attended a United States ArJIW SUpport 
Command conference regarding the introduction of the 
175mm Gun (Sf) at Dong Ba. 

7-9 January -

16 January 

19 January 

25 January 

12th ~rine Regiment Courtes,y Inspection 

Displaoed Charlie Platoon .(155· Guns) to its new posit-ion 
at Fire Su.pport Base ~liott (Rock Pile) 

Capt J. j. MULHOLlAND relieved lstLt M. W. NEIGHBORS as 
~iphB.· {S")/Bl,'av,? (155mm Gun) Platoon COll\lD9.nd~r. 

Di8pla~ed the Alpha. (8")/Bravo (155mm Gun) Platoons from 
CaLu to the ne'(ji position at Va.ndergrif~ Combat Base 

27-29 January - CG 9thHAB Inspection. Colonel A. E. COFFEEN, the Briga.de 
Inspec.tor,and 16 mn t~am aboard.· 

;1 January - 18tLt J. G. BLESER relieved 18tLt R. H. ANTHONY as the 
Battery Su,pply.Qfficer. 

" ... ' 
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