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5th' 1551111 Gun Battery (SF) (JJECLASs'fpf}'ED 
Fleet Marine FClrce Pacific l'1e1",!J4>' 

FPO San Francisce, California 96602 

016 a g !.~ 

.-', IIdJlrr 
Frem: OelllllaIlding Officer 

ABT/kee 
5750' 
01B09869 

~. s OelllJ/la.D.ding General, 9th Marine Al1phibi0us Briga.de, FMF t FPO San 
Francisco, Ca1iferna. 96602 ' 

Subjl; COllllaD.d Chrenelegy fer periGd 1 - 31 March 1969 

Itef: (a.) FMFPacO 5750.6 
(b) BrigO 5750.1.0 

Encl: (1) 5th 1551111 Gun Battery (SP)(llEIN) Colll'l8lld Chrenel.gy fer 
peried 1 - 31 Maroh 1969 

1., In acc$rdance with references (a) and (b), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. This letter is unclassified up.n reJllDvil af enclesure (1). 

C::'opy hI 
OG 3dMarDiv 
CO 112thMar, less part IV 
FILE 

',' 'IE. 

·a.~~? 
A. B. THOMPSON Jr. 
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Part I 

Organizational Data 

Desiption 

5th l551Dl Gun Battery (sp) (REIN) 

SUb~rdinate Units 

Brave Plat. on (155m Guns), 
5th 155mm Gun Battery (SP)(REIN) 

Charlie Platoon (155mm Guns), 
5th 1551111 Gun Battery (SP)(ltEIN) 

Del ta ~lateQn (175mm Guns), 
5th 155m! Gun Battery (SP)(REIN) 

Attached Units 

1st Plateen, 5th e: 
Ba.ttery (sp), (Alpha. Plateon) 

Location 

a. Battery Headquarters 

b. A and B Plateons 

c. C. and D Flat oons 

MONrIU,Y AVERAGE STREN(FH 

COllllallding 

Maj A. B. THOMPSON Jr. 
1-31 Maroh 1969 

ixeout ive Officer 

capt C. W. GIANNETTI 
7~31 March 1969 

C'I1IB111laJlding 

oapt J. J •. MULHOLLAND 
1-31 March 1969 

lstLt W. M. MILES 
1-;1 March 1969 

lstLt \oJ. M. MlLES 
14-31 March 1969 

capt J. J. MULHOLLAND 
1-31 Maroh 1969 

1-31 March 1969 Deng Ha west 

1-31 March 1969 Vandegrift Combat 
Base 

1-3'1 Maroh 1969 Fire Suppert Ba.se 
Elliot ( HaCk Pile) 

USMC USN 
OFF-ENL QEE.- m. 

9 189 o 6 

~"'~ '6 
Page ~ Gf _ Pages: 
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Part II 

DECllJ.ft~If.""'" . 
Narrative Summary ~dflEIJ 

During March 1969, the 5th l55mm Gun Battery (SP)(REIN), commanded by 
Major A. B. THOMPSON Jr, remained under the operational control of the l08th 
Artillery Group USA. and continued its mission of reinforcing the fires of 
the 12th Marine :rtegiment. 

In early March, CG 9th Marine Amphibious Brigaae, Brigadier General. 
John E. Wn,LlAMS visited the battery. The General viewed the battery OF 
at Dong Ita \-Jest and Oharlie Platoon at Fire Support Base Elliot from his helicopter. 
The General l.anded at Vandegrift Combat Base and took a walking tour of Alpha 
and Bravo Platoon' s position. The General then continued his trip to Chu Lai. 

On 14 March, the battery re.ceived two of six: 175mm Guns (sp) M107 .. The 
guns have been issued for training/tactical purposes. The receipt of the 
other four guns is e~ected sometime in AprU and the date for the turn in 
of the 155mm Guns (sp) M-5; has. not been determined at this time. 

The 175m Guns were test fired on 23 Harch fX\i)m Fire Support Ba:se 
Ellbt.. A forma.l ceremony, signifying the first rounds fired in supp~rt 
of tactioal operations wa.li\ held! 0ll 24 March with Maj0r General ft. G. DAVIS, 
CG, 3d Marine Divisian and Brigadier General F. G. GARRETSON, 6G, Ta.sk Force 
Hotel firing the pieceer. 

At the present time, the battery po~sesses three different calibers for a 
total of nine weapon systems. There are five 155mm Guns" twe 175mm Guns" and 
two 8~ Howitz.er. 

l\ounds expended from Vandegrift Combat Base during Maroh was; 325 rounds 
for Aa:.pha.. Platoon and 212: rounds for Bravo PlatoCln. So feW! rounds were fired 
from Vandegrift due to the dea.d.lining of one 8',t Howitzer and one 155mm Gun and 
one 8'" HOWitzer being Opoon to 1st 811 ; HOwitzer battery for approximately 10 
days and the displaoement of one 155mm Gun to Charlie Platoen fer approximately 
15 days. 

CharJLie Platooll expended 2183 155mm Guns rounds during March. Delta 
platoon expended 143 rounds for training and aotual targets. 

Targets fired on bJ' the battery were unobserved intel11gend.e/art1l1ery/ 
rocket sllp-]ln'ession fires and a. :G)lmber o£ observed targets. 
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The Battery's personnel status is nGW 0-3 with ~ of essential T 
ranks and H)S' s en hand. Critical IDS shortages are; 2151, 353,1 and 3516 1 s. 
Equipment status has risen to 0-3 for the greater part of March. At this 
time there continues"to exist one TIE defioiency in 155 Gun, 2 are deadlined 
for tubes and hydraulio repair. One 81t Howitzer also experienced hydraulic 
system problems. Deadlines were due t. tube changes, breech wear, hydraulic 
fa.ilure and the lack ef qualified 2151' s readily available te DlOY'e effectively 
employ a continuing maintenance and repair sche.dule. 

The Battery oont:inues to supp.ort Regimental AOt s and operation Maine Crag 
within the 3rd Marine Division AO. 
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Sequential Listing /Df Significant Events 

7 March 1969 - Capt C. W. GIANNRrTI reported inte the ba.ttery and assumed 
the duties of the executive officer. 

8 March 1969 - e;G 9th Marine AmphibiGus Brigade, John E. WILLIAMS visited 
the battery positions. 

14 March 1969' - Received twa 175- Guns (SP) M107 as part of the initial 
change over from 155mm Guns to 175mm Guns. 

23 March 1969 - Test fired the 175mm. Guns. 

24 Maroh 1969 - Formal oeremony signifyins the first r0unds fired with the 
175 Guns. Major General ~. G. DAVIS, CG 3d Marine Division 
and Bri8adier F. G. GAMETSON, CG Task FElrce Hot~ were 
in at attendance. 

DECLASSIFIED 


