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5th l75mm Gtm Battery (SP) (BErN) 
Fleet l".larine Force Pacific 

FPO San Francisco, Califomia 96602 
"1~ 

'~hMAB S&C " 

11:, 0 17783 
From: Commanding Officer 

ABT/WIm 
5750 
OlA28469 

29 OCT 1969 

To: Commanding General, 9th J:.larine Amphibious Brigade, FNF, FPO 
San Francisco, Califomia 96602 

SUbj: Command Chronology for :pe~od 1 - 36 September 1969 

Ref: (a b) FNFPacO 5750.8 
( ) BrigO 5750.,lC 
(c) eNG ltr AO;D45-ffi.1 dated 16 Sep 1969 

Encl: (1) 5th 175mm Gun Batte:ry esp) (REn~) GOlllIl1a1ld Chronology for 
period ending 1 - 30 September 1969 

1., In accordance with references (a), (b) and (c), enclosure (1) is 
submi tted .. 

2. Th:ts letter is unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1). 

Copy to: 
ill 3~IarDiv 
CO l2thl>iar less part IV 
FILE 
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CCJMII1AND CHRONOLCGY 

1-30 September 1969 
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Part I 
Organizational Data 

--1 

Oonunanding . 

5th 175mm Gun Battery (sp) (REIN) Maj A .. B. mONPSUlll JR. 
1-30 September 1969 

Subordinate Units 

Bravo Platoon 

Executive Officer 

Capt C. 1,r. l7IANNETTI 
1-3 Sep tember 1969 

Capt J. J. MUIHOLLAND 
4- 30 september 1969 

Connnanding 

5th 175mm (}un Batte:ry (SP) (REIN) 
lstLt J. A. GOH:IA}~ 
1-7 September 1969 

Cllarlie Platoon 

lstLt J., i'l., LUCEf 
7-30 September 1969 

5th 175mm Gun Battery tSP) (REIN) 
lstLt J. ", •. LUCEY 
1-7 September 1969 

Attached Units 

Alpha Platoon 

1stLt R. L. BAILEY 
7-30 September 1969 

COmmanding 

1st Platoon, 5th 811 Rowitzer Batte:ry 
lstLt J., A. GOBHAi'I 
1-7 september 1969 

LOCation 

a. Battery Headquarters 

b. A and B Platoons 

Page~of~ Pages 

lstLt J., VI. LUCEY 
7-30 September 1969 

1-,0 September 1969 
Dong Ha Vleat 

1-30 september 1969 
yandergrift Combat Base 
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Loea ti on (Con t) 

c. C Platoon 

Average Monthly Strengfu 

USMC 
OFF-ENL 

10 250 

USN 
OFF-ENL - -

6 

page..J.of to Pages 
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1-30 September 1969 
Fire SUpport Base 
Elliot (Rockpi1e) 
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CONFft):ENTIAL 
Part II 

Narrative summa;z 

During September 1969, the 5th 175mm GlUl Battel¥ (SF) (REIN) 
cormnanded by J:.1ajor A. B. m(}lljpSON JR., remained under operational control 
of the lOath Artillery Group USA and continued in its mission of rein­
forcing the fires of the 12th }larine Regiment. 

On September 2d, 1969 'ly-phoon DOris struck northern I Corps causing 
heavy damage to the Battery CP at Dong Ha Hest. Repair \'laS accomplished 

• during the following week. 

Captain J. J. NUI1l0L1A.ND relieved Captain C.' vi. GIANNETTI as Battery 
Executive Officer on 3 September 1969. Captain ~IAlqNEITTI returned to 
Okina'vs; to serve as Executive Officer of Headquarters CODlpaxlY) 9th iDlE. 

- lstLt R. L. BAILEY relieved lstLt J., \'1. LUCEY as commander of "CIl 
Platoon on 7 September 1969 and lstlt J. w. LUCEY relieved IstLt J. A. 
GUREIllN as com~ander of "A" and "B" Platoons. On 12 September 1969, 1stLt 
J. A., GOIHAJ:{ returned to, CONUS. On 18 September 1969, 2dLt T. J. BARRE:l!r 
relieved lstLt J. KUSMA. as supply Officer. 

On 16 September 1969 t by ref erence ( c), the battery received en­
titlement to the National Defense Service streamer and the Vietnamese 
Service streamer with one Silver star. 

On 19 September 1969, Captain D. E. HARrr;lAN, I'lCSA visited the battery 
for the purpose of collecting data on selected items of equipment for 
analysis to determine the effectiveness of the provisioning effort. 

Colonel CRAIIBERS, .Deputy Cllief of Staff, 9thMA.B and Colonel REID, 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, visited the battery area. 

A booby trap incident occurred on 28 September 1969 at Fire SUpport 
Base Elliot. Five members of the battery were wounded by an enel1\Y booby 
trap While on patrol. 

Round expenditure from Vandezgrift during september were 577 for 
Alpha and 1417 for Bravo. Charlie Platoon fired 1700 rounds during 
'this period. 

'lhe battery fired in support of the 3d Ha,rine Division in the 
following operations: Arlington Canyon, Georgia Tar, Idaho Canyon and 
Iroquois Grove and in support of unnamed operations in ine lOlst Abn, 
2d JillVN, High Rise, 4th l'larines and Recan Zones. 
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As in the past, the rnajori ty of rounds fired were in support of 
seismatic intrusion devices and prep fires.. Other targets included 
rocket suppression, intelligence taxgets and targets of opportunity. 
Target surveillance credited the battery with numerous bunkers de­
stroyed t four probable KIA's and one confirmed KIA. 

'llle batteI.y personnel status is nOVI 0-1 through the month of 
SeptEmber with critical 1\108 shortages in the 2151 field. 

The battery continues to fire in support of Regimental AO's wi thin 
the 3d Division AO. 
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Part III 
sequential Listing of Significant Events 

2 September 1969 

3 September 1969 

7 Sep tember 1969 

7 September 1969 

9 - 10 September 1969 

12 September 1969 

16 September 1969 

19 September 1969 

24 september 1969 

,\ 

2.8 September 1969 

Typho on Do ri s hi t ]eng 
Ha causing heavy building 
damage 

Capt l-ITiIHOLtAl.W relieved 
Capt GI1Un'lErTI as 
Executive Officer 

lstLt BAILEY relieved 
lstLt LUCEY as Platoon 
Commander of "C" Platoon 

lstLt LUCEY relieved 
lstLt GOIlH.AM as Platoon 
Commander of "All and liB" 
Platoons 

Observed RVN wide cease 
fire due to Ho Chi I-linh's 
death 

IstLt U-ORHJ\I'~ detached 
PCS to COmUS 

BattelY received en-' 
titlement to National 
Defense service streamer 
and Vietnemese Service 

streamer \dth one Silver 
star 

Capt D. E. HAR'rN,Al'I, ECSA 
Philadelphia Provisioning 
Team visited battery 

Colonels CHP.l'lBERS and 
RmD, 9tbl1AB visited 
the battery 

Booby trap injured five 
indi viduals from "C." 
Platoon While on patrol 
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5th 175mm Gun Battery (SF) (REI~) 
Fleet Marine J.i'orce Pacific 

FPO San Fre.n.cisco, Califomia 96602 

From; COIIUD.anding Officer 

A:Brjvmn 
5750 
01A28569 

To: Commanding General, 9th Harine Amphibious Brigade, Fli1F, FPO . 
San Francisco, C21ifornia 96602 

SUbj: Command Chronology for period 1 - 10 October 1969 

Ref: (a) FMl,'PacO 5750.8 

Encl: (1) 5th 175mm Gun Battexy (SF) (REIN) Command Chronology for 
period ending 1 - 10 October 1969 

1. In accordance va th reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. This letter is unclassified upon removal of enclosure 

Copy to: 
O}, 3 <WuuDi v 
CO, 11 th}1a.r less part IV 
CO, 12thMar less part IV 
FILE 
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C~fi1AND CHRONOLOGY 

1-10 October 1969 

Index 

Part 1",,- Organizational Data 

Part II - .Narrative SUmmalY 

Part III - Sequential Listing of 'Significaat Events 

Part IV - SUpporting Documents 
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Part I 
Organizational Data 

De signa ti on 

5th 175mm Gun BatteJY (sp) (RErN} 

SUbordina te Um ts 

Bravo Platoon 
5ih 115mm Gun Battery (sp) (REIN) 

Charlie platoon 
5th 175mm Gun Battery (sp) (REIN) 

Attached Units 

Alpha Platoon (8 11 Howi tzer) 
1st Platoon, 5th 8" Ho-wi. tzer Battery 

Location 

a. Ba ttel:y Headquarters 

b. A and B Platoons 

c.~ C Platoon 

Average Monthly strent}th 

USt1C 
OW-ENL 

10 250 o 6 

Commandipg 

rJiaj A. B. wompso~ JR. 
1-10 October 1969 

~Aecutive Officer 

Cap t J. J,. HUIlIOLLAND 
1-10 October 1969 

Cor.orrum ding 

lstLt J., 11. LUCEY 
1-10 October 1969 

IstLt R. L. BAlLEY 
1-10' October 1969 

CoIllIl1&Jlding 

IstLt J. W. LUCEY 
1-10 October 1969 

1-10 October 1969 DOng 
Ha West 

1-~ OctOBer 1969 
Vmdergrift Combat Base 
5-10 October 1969 DOng Ha 

1-10 October 1969 Fire 
Support Base Elliot(Rockpile) 
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Part II 

'Narrative Summa;y 

During the reporting period 1 - 10 October 1969, the 5th l75rmn Gun 
Batte:ry (sp) (REIN) commanded by IvIajo,r A. B. TII01·1PSON JR.,,. remained 
under operational control of the 108th Artille:ry Group USA. and continued 
in its mission of reinforcing the fires of the 12th l'larine Regiment. 

This period \d tnessed the closing of the un! ts pasi tion at Vandergrift 
COllibat Base on 5 October 1969. Alpha Platoon moved to Fire Support BQ,se 
Elliot and Bravo Platoon occupied a position in Dong Ha. On 6 October 1969 
Alpha Platoon moved into Dong He. and joined Bravo Platoon. 

On 7 October 1969, Hajor J .. C. ATKINS, 08 30 81, USI\IC joined the 
Battery and is akthis time a,.ai ting to relieve Major A .. B •. 'lHO~1PSON JR. 

At 100001 H October 1969, Command less opcon of the batte:ry was 
passed to the 11th i"1a.rine Regiment, 1st r,iarine Division. r.Jhe batteIY has 
tenninated all connections with 9th llfarine Amphibious Brigade. 

Rounds expended for Alpha Platoon for the reporting period ,.ere 335 
and for Bravo Platoon 191 .. 

Charlie Platoon fired 1505 rounds dunmg the reporting period. 

r.Jhe battery fired in suppo rt of unamed operations in the 101st Abn, 
Recon, lstBde/5th Hech and High Rise Zones. 

lJlleba ttery personnel status is 0-1 through the reporting period wi 1h 
cri tical }WS shortage still in the 2151 field" 

The battery continues to support Regimental AO's \d thin the 3d 
Division AD. 
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5 October 1969 

6 October 1969 

7 October 1969 

10 October 1969 
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Part III 
Sequential Listing of· Significant Events 

DECLASSIFIED 

Alpha and Bravo Platoons 
moved from Vandergrift 
Combat Base ,d th Alpha 
going to Fire Support 
Base Elliot and Bravo 
Platoon moving into 
Dong Ha 

Alpha Platoon moved 
from Fire Support Base 
Elliot into Dong Ha and 
joined Bravo Platoon 

llajor J. C. A'l'KINS, 
08 30 81 joined the 
battery 

Command less Opcon of 
the 5th l75mm Gun Battery 
(SF) (RE[N) passe& to 
CO f 11th Fiarines 
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