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1. Designation 

DECLASSIFIED 

Part I 
Organizational Data 

5th 175mrn Gun Battery (SP) (REIN) 
FPO San Francisco, Calif. 96602 

Attached Units 

1st Platoon, 5th 8 inch Howitzer Battery 

2. 0 Location 

1st Platoon, 5th 8 inch Howitzer Battery 
1-31 December 1969: FSB Alpha-2, XD 2145874070 

5th l75mm Gun Battery 
1-31 December 1969: Camp Carroll, XD 0616¢5506{1 

Battery Headquarters 

Commander 

JC.A/wrm 
5750 
9 Jan 1970 

Major James C. ATKINS Jr. 
Commanding Officer 

1-31 December 1969: Dong Ha Combat Base, XD 230576 

3. Staff Officers 

Executive Officer, Headquarters 

Executive Officer, Camp Carroll 

Asst Executive Officer, Camp Carroll 

8 inch Howitzer Platoon Commander 

Asst 8 inch Howitzer Platoon Commander 
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Capt J. 0 Jo •. MULHOLLAND 
1-19 Dec 69 
Capt T. E. MAC DERMANT 
20-31 Dec 69 

1stLt W. E. CROFI' III 
1-19 Dec 69 
Capt J. J. MULHOLLAND 
20-31 Dec 69 

lstLt R. L. BAILEY 
1-19 Dec 69 
1stLt W. E. CROFT III 
20-31 Dec 69 

Capt J. W. LUCEY 
1-31 Dec 69 

lstLt M~ E. BURR 
1-31 Dec 69 
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Staff Officers (cant) 

Fire Direction Officer 

Asst Fire Direction Officer 

Liaison Officer 

Maintenance & Motor Transport Officer 

Supply Officer 

Battery Officer 

4. Average Monthly Strength 

12 234 o 

4 
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JC.A/wrm 
5750 
9 Jan 1970 

1stLt J. GORTER 
1-27 Dec 69 
1stL t J. B. HATFIELD 
28-31 Dec 69 

lstLt J. B. HATFIELD 
1-27 Dec 69 

lstLt J. E. MARTINELLI 
1-31 Dec 69 

Capt J. J. PIERATT 
1-31 Dec 69 

2ndLt T. J. BARRETT Jr. 
1-31 Dec 69 

2ndLt R. K. BLOEDAU 
1-31 Dec 69 

ARVN INTERPRETORS 
OFF ENL 
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. Part. II 
Narrative Summary 

• 
JCA/wrm 
5750 
9 Jan 1970 

1. 5th 175mm Gun Battery received incoming on three separate occasions 
during December. 011248H Dec69, two 122mm rockets landed outside the 
wire at Camp Carroll. On 20 Dec 69, the 1st Platoon of the 5th 8 inch 
Howitzer Battery reported receiving four mortar rounds of unknown caliber. 
26ll45H Dec69, Camp Carroll received 12 rounds of 14Dmm rockets, one of 
which hit the battery area destroying a partially completed bunker, but 
causing no casualties. 

On 23 Dec 69, the 5th 175mm Gun Battery was visited by COlonel D. D. 
EZELL, Commanding Officer of the 11th Marine Regiment. 

The battery participated in Operation TASK FORCE SMITH on 28-29 Dec. 
The operation consisted of an artillery raid by a combined task force 
at Fire Support Base Elliot. Four l75mm Guns from the battery went to 
FSB Elliot, While the remaining platoon of guns supported from Camp 
Carroll (Annex A). 

U "t S m t d uppor e No. 0 f Ro d uns 

175mm 

101st ABN 1559 
2d ARVN, lstDi v 890 
1/5thMech 196 
lthARVN Cav 127 
~stARVN, IstDi v 194 
~ighrise 448 
tt'askForceSmith 635 

Total Rounds 4049 

Number of missions fired: 447/8 inch 
611/175mm 

8 "HoWitzer 

-------
-------

295 
311 

1007 
-------
1613 

Surveillance was minimal due to rain and lack of observation and in 
addition, many SID's were fired without observation. Surveillances 
received stated one truck and one .50 cal. machine gun were destroyed; 
25 bunkers destroyed; 2 structures destroyed and 1 day camp, as well as 
many trench lines, both uncovered and destroyed. 
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Part III 

Sequential Listing of Significant Events 

1. To;eics. 

a. Personnel and. Administration 
USMC 

(1) Losses Off Enl 

Administration 2 18 

(2) Replacements 3 25 

(3) Net Gain 1 7 

b. Intelligence: current INTSUMS 

c. Organization and Operations 

JCA/wrm 
5750 
9 Jan 1970 

USN 
Off-Enl 

0 1 

0 1 

0 0 

(1) Units of this battery participated in one operation during 
the month of December. 

(a) Operation TASK FORCE SMITH. 28-29 Dec 69 APPENDIX I. 
The battery expanded 635 rounds in 90 missions. The surveillances 
are listed in APPENDIX I. 

(2) In addition, the battery supported from present positions, 
many operations in support of 1/5thMech, 101stAbn, 2dARVN and 7th ARVN, 
as well as Operation Highrise. These units were each supported almost 
on a daily basis. 

d. Training: Informal on-the-job training was conducted in all 
areas of the battery on a daily basis tlmoughout December. The unit also 
conducted fam-firing, FDC classes and firing battery drill 

e. Logistics and Supply: Relations with FLC in Danang were es­
tablished, assuming a RUC line at 15th Aerial Port, Quang Tri. The ISSA 
drawn up between III MAF and the Army has relieved difficulties in 
dealing with 63d Maintenance and 62Sth Supply. Supply was inspected by 
a 1st Marine Division Team and a rating of satisfactory with discrepancies 
was received. 

f. Civic Action/Civil Affairs: 4 MedCaps were held, two in the 
village of Thiet Trang and two near Cam La. A total of 450 people were 
treated and some medical supplies were given to a local priest to assist 
in the treatment of Plague. On Christmas Day, members of the battery 
visited Dong Ha Orphanage, Where the children were presented with gifts 
contributed by battery personnel. 

6 

DECLASSIFIED 

~r:""~ 
~~~~"~-" 



DECLASSIFIED 

Topics (Cont) 

JCA/wrm 
5750 
9 Jan 1970 

g. Psychological Operations: N/A 

2. Entries. 

1 December 1969 

20 December 1969 . 

23 December 1969 

26 December 1969 

28-29 December 1969 
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Received two (2) 122mm rockets 
at Camp Carroll. Negative damage. 

8 inch Platoon at Alpha-2 received 
four (4) unknown type mortar 
rounds. Negative damage. 

CO, 11th Marines, Colonel D. D. 
EZELL and party visited Dong Ha, 
Alpha-2 and Gamp Garroll. 

Twelve (12) incoming rounds of 
l40m.rn rockets hit Camp Carroll. 
One rocket damaged a living bunker. 
No casualties. 

175mm Guns participated in TASK 
FORCE SMITH, sending four guns 
to FSB Elliot with remaining two 
guns supporting operations from 
Camp Carroll. 
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1. GEhERAL SU1'"~\ltlRy~ This incl?sure discusses the sequence followed by this 
hel'!dqu<lrters in i,lanning and prop&:;~i.n9 for the artillery raid. 

a. ' Requirement tvas levied by lOsth Group H~ to prepare an OFLrii~ to itnple­
ii~€nt a bat:'alion artille:ry raid. '!h.:\s OPLni,j was prepared by 21 iJecember and 
;,re~entecl to the lOath Q:oup co on ~2 December. Original 9uldanee was to plan 
onJy for an 8" howitzer platoon to conduct the raid. 

bo On 23 Dec~aber, a verbal warning ozder was issued by the battalion 
ce':;lmander to the battalion staff to prepare for implementation of the raid 
OPLI\I,j as written. ,~o specifics were provided to the battalion commancie:r con­
.:e:ruins the projected location of the raid or the tmits and resources that \'louJ.d 
be available to conduct the raid. The date of the raid was set at 27 Degembe~$ 

Ce> 7he artillery com?csition of the task force was changed on 24 Dectmbtr 
::-.IJ add a 175jlJli'i~ sun pl~t.oo;"l to the odg~.nal 8" howitzer platoon. This did not 
(;cw:;e any significant c,~an9';) jon planning requirements except that the procure­
ment, transpc.rtation, and :I:''lsupply of 1751vltVl ammunition now had to be added to 
:~he logistical requirem~nts In the OPUu'\J o The task force tactical organization 
was merely enlarged to includG a l75jv'~~1 sun platoon. 

'~,o Cn 25 December, t!:1s ytJidance for the artillery organization of the task 
fC-:f,;e. was again chansed to includ9 four a" hO~i1i tzers and four 175bli\i guns. n1is 
caused significant chan<;0i> in task force organization anti scheduling fires due 
to the doubled tactical forc~~ Doubled maintenance and logistical reGulrementt 
re~uired an' element from th~ direct support maintenance facility be attached te 
the task force •. rtt this time there was still no infoDDation available as to 
what resources or units would be made available to fulfill requirements of CPLh,L 
(security,observation J external artillery and logistical support). 

e. nnother request was made on 26 Dec for information conceming \Jni ts cmd 
resources available for support of arty raid so that s~ne coordination could be 
I"lMe by the task force staff. At 1000 hrs, this unit was informed by 10Sth iJp 
}~Q that they would assume command and coordination of the artillery raid. The 
clate for the raid was chan~ed to 28 December. This unit was infolTiled that its 
only responsibility \'foulcl be to provide the required 8" ho~Jitzer element. At 
2200 hrs this unit was notified that it would again aSS~ae responsibility for 
~omr:lanc1 anci control of the artillery raid. The artille~y composition ~Jas 
changed to include four 175hiivl guns, four 8" howitzers. four 155Mjlii howitzers, 
el,nd two 105~,~i howi tzars. lnfoxmation was also provided that the artillery raid 
t'!oulcl be a combined US-ARvr~ operation. also, designation OfWlits to be in 
task foree was spee1H-ed. The battalion commander held a staff briefing and 
the OPOM ¥laS published at 0500 hI'S, Z1 December. 

f. At 1300 hI'S on 27 December, the artillery organization was again changed. 
TI,e modified task force organization was four 175f1;iM guns and four 1551\li~i howitzers. 
Lat:;r at 1500 hI'S, the batt~lion commander conducted a briefing for task force 
eleJsats at Camp Carroll. 
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a. The ori~inal plan was detailed and CO!llPlet. e " It was sound enough to 
wi thstand several s:i,gnificant changes and still be im~)leit1ented as 8/4 OFORD 
7-6<; basically as wriH.en. 

b. The plannin£; p::.-ovided fOl' necessary double checks to in~ure the comphte­
MSS of preparation and the succ~s~ of execution.-

c. TIle plan evolved hom a 12 r.r)Ux, totally US force 8" howitzer platoon 
:">l.:!e raid to a 46 hour, c~mbined US·~f',~(Ji,j operation involving four 175~iiJvl guns 
and four 155hti"V1 howitzers as well as a battalion sized J\RV1~ infantry element and 
'.'ther supporting units. and still insured a sl!ccc~,sful o!=)erat:i..on w: th 34 hours 
rd)'Uce _ 

d. j.. coordination meeting was held at 1500 hI'S 27 December at Car:1p (";arr0U 
t"hich enabled the CO 1/5 Mech to datClil the security force operation and;nabled 
t..u, putiei.pating persol'U1el to con£i!m or change operatin~ procedures. Eye to 
eye c,::mtn::;t HM made amon~; COllmlanclers of participatins forces and gulclan,c"l was 
~·e(;05.ved from s":nior r.;O;,l;'!lf\nde:C!)1> O::>Qra-t:5.on o;r.d:;r and SCI I S were I.listribu·~:qd t., 
:'Jl.l personn~l, This 1!1e,etin£ was th'" 's.:'?:y ·to the entire operation • 

.., 
'.j. 

s.. Units to be involved in artillery raid were not specified early enough 
to ~nable adequate eoord5,Mtfon with all elements. 

b.. Con:rcl:tnation mee'i:,ir'9 WaS not held with aU rear logistical and' support 
elsments provided for in a/{\ 0PORD 7-69. 

Co Visual air reconnaissance and surveillance was not planned in sufficient 
C:etail to provide for close coverage and coordination over the target &rea. 

0.. i.RVi·j artillery elements Iflere not brought into the oper~tion early enough 
to assist in the init1~.l pla(lnin~ of the operation. 

4& GEi-·iERAL DISCUSSlOi,J; 

a. Offensive fire planninSi ~ time phased sch~clule of fires \Jas received 
horr. hi~her heaclqu~,rters lJ!hich required the firing of targets 10 minutes ap(lrt 
\;Jhieh were on conSistently different azimuths Qf lay. rob list was re1iJorkeC: 
"Eel targets f;rouped by azimuth of lay. TIlis enabled the clesignation of blocks 
of t;:\r£;ets to facilitate firin9_ Heavy artillery pieces were able to hit all 
tarGets 1n a group from one azimuth of lay tmich would considerably speed the 
firing of the targets. rl11 grids were subnitted for clearance by block desig­
n?t1on t)rior to the commencement of the operation. 

bo uefensive fire plannins, The original OP~~~ called for an artillery 
p!'e~) of the firing posi tion. ~en the plan was modifieci to provide for an ;-;.RV1\ 
infantry element to secure the fire base the day before the operation was to 
beSint this prep was el:L,iin:ttecl. Defensive .targets along the route of f!Jarch 
and ?}:ound the fire base were planned a.ld the f:b:lng unit designatec:. 
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Co Fire coordination planning: i\ll grids to be fired, both offensive and 
defenuiv3, were planned to be slJbnitted for clearance prior to the operation. 
The "lan was to subnit these grids to 5/4 Arty fCl' appropriate clearance 50 
that fires would be fX:':E! for task force direction. n11 grids west of 'QOO g:L'id 
line werG cleared by 2nd ARVI; HG9t prior to the comr.lencement of the operation., 
The ~rids t1ere not cleared by 5/4 J-\rty as planned. Hans for clearins of fi:ogs 
how feB requireci that a small FSCC with AWCC be establishecl at ECo. This Fsa; 
V!iJuld be in contact \d th all forces in the target area and with all firing ele" 
ments. The final clearance to fire aU targets regardless of all other clear­
ance ,!ould come fror.a this FSCC at EeB, Air warning data would be posted at the 
E;;;~ A.~CCo Ai:.: warning elata of all fiX'GS corlling from the east of '(.)00 grid line 
wI)llld be posted with Red Devil Arty. 

d. Fire direetion& All units were to be fired through their own fDC's in 
accordance with the schedule of fire. XXIV Corps tU'tillery SOP requires that 
three checks be made of all firing data. Therefore, a fon~ard FUC was planned 
-to accomplish the primary and secondary checks and the thiT.d check would be 
iF~'~::mplish,:,:cl by the 8/4 BnFUCiocated at Dong Ha for all US units firing from 
~~~':;~i" Th~ th?rd check for US units firing f:rom other locations would be acco.n­
pllsh~ci by the 8/4 Dn FDC at j)ong aa. 

eQ LQS;i&tics~ EmeJ.'gency air resupply was planned. for Class It Class II:;: 
;'lnd Class V G This was p:t'epositioned at this headquarters and was riS<;;ed fo::: 
imrneeliate air pick-up if n;~eded. Parts problems were prOjected and. a basic 
l':!,'.lc\ of Gpa7.'s parts war; (.olr:t'ied with the task force.· Also, a. maintenance eJ.~­
tn,nt fI'Oil1 the direct suppo:,:"i~ maintenance organization was attached to the to,~k 
fvrce fer any necessa~y h19h~~ echelon maintenance servl~e. 

fo Cround forces: it security element was planned for the road m<lrch as 
well as the £1rin9 position. The position was secured the day before the opera­
tion COt'iunenced anti ground se.;uri ty forces remainea in position during the entire 
OCcu;)ation. Provision was illsde for road sweep of the entire route of march both 
before initial occupation and before return march. ,~react force ,,~as also consti­
tuted i!i'lU ret:"taine(;~ on stand-by during the operation. The perimeter clefei'iSe \<-13S 

i:lannec:. by j~..RW' infantry forces involved in the operation as well as Cnv forces 
anc; i';55 , sand ii42j11 t s. 

~. Cperations, it. command post would be established at i:CB for direct con­
trol of the entire operation. i, rear cGmmancl post was maintainec.i at Dong Ha to 
provide a point of continuous contact for rear elements and to provide a seconciary 
means of contFol. All logistical suppl~es and AAA ~!JOuld be stageci at the rear 
Cf' to improve,r~sponse to requirements and facilitate cOlllmunications. 

h. nrty forces8 175MM guns were planned to engage distant targets alon9 
the Laotian border from ~he DN~ on the north and as far south as range capgbility 
would permit. These were aU9Jllented by 155J\h\ihowitzers to provide an inte:rmecl1a1;e 
range capability_ External artillery support of ECB was to be provided by 105Ajj~1 
ho~~itzers for close in defensive fires around the fire base as well as along the 
route of fire. 8" and 175I~iI\1\ileapons located at FSBf,sCarroll and C2 were also 
on call for defensive fires. 

CONfiDtbJl~Ai.. 
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(1) ,., task force:;(;IvJEls p::r:epa:",vl arv:\ I1l'ltributed to all particii'a"ting 
personnel at 1600 hrs 27 Decembe::' ,~.06S;;) 

(2) The TF command net war;; plann:c:0. to De open~cl at 1000 hrs 28 Dec and all 
p~rtic1patin9 personnel \tl!Ould ente::~:~h:ts 11Gt. 

(3) n19 following radio net:: were plann3d for the operationg 

(a) TF command net 

(b) Fire direction net 

(c) Grid clearance and fire coordination 

(c:) j·lir control 

(e) idr \"~rnin9 

( f) J .. ir Cav control 

(~) Base defense 

(h) Convoy and movement control 

(1) TO secure net 

e (j ) One spare frequency 

e 
e 

(4) Erllergency sigr.als and warning were included in; the SOl 

(0) Plans required twelve ra.diosets., three antennae se.ts RC 292 and one 
log ~eriodic'antennaebe used to st;!pportthe Tf. 

(6) hestor equipment was planned' :f01< use for Convoy IIlPvement but it was 
deterrdneci that secur! ty forces. and sUpportunlts tr.aveling with the 1F did not have 
this equipnent. Therefore this plan "ias caflcelle<1. 

5. R£OO#~vlEj~D';TIO,~51 

a. That I"IRV~,~ forces be:brou8ht into, the operati'oncl;lring the inith! 
pI r.nnins stt,ge. 

):;. TI"q,t participaiinsforce.s be t&tlked.-by "~pPF9p.riate leV$l'$, oJ ~ommand to . 
facilitate .planuins, coordinat.ion, al14.1 pre?aration, of orders for t!1e operatlvu. 

c. 'Ihat the securltyand"extractiI1G forces plans beprep,aredand. coord!­
M!.ted ~lOtlS Hith the initb:l artilleryplcm. 

CONFIDENTIAL, 
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CONFJDERTr 

1.. COl.liVlf-\:.;u Ai;;.) CCN'ffiOLs Thie ~perat1on was e)(e~uted essentially as platJnflci in 
operatio!: oreler 7-690 Th3 majoZ' $i~eepUon was that th9 TF commander did not 
h<,ve COfilm~nd of all U::j forces pa=t~ dpating in the raid. Thls deviation el'eated 
nc ~igninc;mt problen'.s since all pe,.'ticipating forces operated a radio on the 
TF COElmand net, liaison 1t':lS estabU"hed between all units and all units \"Jere 
hmUiar IIli th the overall plan of the operat:'on. 

20 CO!1II11and anC: control was provided initially by direct communice.tion betllleen 
{.he TP COlll!J10nc\er ancl the coramancler of the US forces tMkecl with the responsibil­
~:I;y for clearing anc. securill~ the route of ma:rch and the pod tim'l area. !4ihen 
the security of the position at ECB was nearing completion the deputy IF CC'fl1-

Lli?nc;er with the TF reconnaiss::mce party was moved t.o the forward ?reao The TF 
coclI;,ander e~t<1.blished a rear CF at Camp Carroll in oreler to have direct access 
to ~11 pnrticipating artillery units..,'hen recom'ldSSai'lCe of the position w~s 
cou;Jleted by the deputy 'If cOEll:1ander. the artillery batteries ac1vtincec.l parties 
were t~i!':phcer1 forwart:\ to lCB o i.i,rtillery survey was 1ni ti~ted at this time in 
oreier to eGtablish exact location and common direction for all firirl~ eler.lents. 
6hortly c,ftp.:r:' departure of the batt.0ry reconnaissance parties, the artillery 
W'3<l)OllS ~fE)~'-; displaced forwa:rcl., The move was orderly and both batteries movec! 
into :)odHon and prepared to fire on targets designated by the schedule of 
f:i.~~!:;" T2 Mmmancler's Cf VIas then displaced to ECB and all faciUties VJere 
e::t~bliBhec1 to control the opeJ:'ation as follows: 

a. The TF deputy CO reverted to the 'IF S-3. 

b. fOI'\\faril FJC was set lip w1th Fiill,~ to compute and check firins data 
for the 5/175 gun battery and to c heck data for other artillery batteries firing 
in SUiJi)Ort of the operation. 

CQ Operation center was set up to control the firing portion of the exe~­
ciEe. Liaison officers from ARVh firing battery, i~ir Cav were located in the 
operation center IfJi th the TF S-3. The Air Cav liaison officer provided im­
pact clearance for all targets in the lOlst j~~ Division reconnaissance :zone 
and coordinated gunships and visual observation with the artillery. 

d. IF cO(lun30ci post was established to control the entire operation. The 
air ~;J~rnill£ control center (AoiCC) and liaison officers fran MV,,! And U~ secur­
i ty forces and the AHA liaison officer were located at the TF CPiI 

" 
e. COi.lf1lUnicationsi all planned radio nets were established. fA switch­

bo",:i'd W1S set up;;'l'ld bnd lines from security forees, firing batteries, Ii) fDC 
<~rt;; .n: CP Hert:l inst~llecl. Direct lines were laid between TF CF alicl rue to 
f .... cilit.lte C011liJUnications betvJeen iGCC, TF 5-3, Cay and AR:-\ liaison officers. 

t. ) .. t 1415 hrs both c0111ma''ld posts ~Jere establishecl, firing dat",. was cheeped 
,mI.!. W:lS completecl for the first block of targets for each battery. Clearance 
t·ias also received. 
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KCONFJDENTIA1a g~ l.t 1428, B/34'\RV!;) fired the first roun4 of ~ exercise. The entire 
fidll\:) exercise H:,S conducted in acco:r.dance with the schedule of fire as shown 
in OFGRD 7-69 uith the exce~tion of t.he 5/175 gun battery. 'This exception 
6ee;.lt only 1Jtith ticle 1a9s due to ('1~lfl.1nction of the guns from time to time. 
I-;ot~ever$ 3cJ. echelon ordnance technicians from the 178th (,laintenance were on the 
spot and assisted in keepinQ the guns up. 

h. The r~,ethod of attackins; tar00ts uere planned in target blocks. A dir­
ection Wtl.S cletermined to th~ center of a group of tsrge'l;s and. the artillery 
weapons vlere laid on that direction. All targets within the block could be 
fired w/o shifting trails, Block targeting facilitated control of the air 
sp~ce over the objective area and integration of hIlA with canoon arlillerYi 
:>.on the aircraft pilote.rrived in the area air data was posted. after which 

t.ir,)e the AA.'\ liaison officer (seated next to idee offiter) gave the pilot 
target block to be en~a~ed. ;~hen the aircrdt V/ere over the objElct :uea the 
~l)ecific tarf)et was s,eeifiecl to the pilot. ARA and yunship pilots were fur­
nished Hith the entire scheo.ule of fires, .:hile the artillery engaged t2rgets 
to the northV:!est, :-If'"~ ensageo targets tb the west cmd southivest. Fleas were 
r,1':.c~,e to S\'!i tch i1RJi ,:mu cannon al'tillery but weather did not pen.lit aircl'aft 
fli\;hts in tile northt'!est portion of the objective <1rea~ 

i. Firin'J H8.S continuous throu£;hout the night c.ilcl there were no accidents 
or ilICl:}ents reported. The entire operation was execute<l smoothly and effi-' 
ciently. All personnel were enthusiastic and displayed a sense of ursellcyo 

j. Fire support coordination was accomplishecl by the followin9 personneb 

(1) S3, 8/4 

( 2) I\sst .... " 8/4 ,;,.;.. 

(8) Cps NOO, 0/4 

(4) LMJ, 2/17 en, 
lOlst hbn Div 

.(5) LLO, C/4/n MAli 
lOlst 1..,).)n Div 

( 0) !.lie, loath Group 

,·1) L·,Q, £/34 

Deputy task force commander alnd fire support 
coordinator 

,~ssistant fire support coordinator 

NOOIC 

Ground clearance 

j:.R~ Contro 1 

Airclearance and rloJlCC 

Once set up there \'!ere no significant problems in the execution of the fire 
suppor1; coorc:ination functioi"'l~ Point of origin clearances were obtainec~ through 
lOC'~h Group S3prior to the shrt of the operation. Foint of iml10'ct clea.r:mces 
ldere given ty LJ:;O, 2/17 Cav for lOlst Abo Div recon zone an': by 2i1C .·.HVl~ Re£t 
throu\jh l06th forty ~ L.:.o for 2flC~ i"IRVl·: i'Ci. i·.ir \'liarllin~ t'r~s posted with 'La; 
i;,t I:Uliott ?one! Red Devil Arty. 

-:r. /\/ C L Z. 
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1<'. j,ietro: t,letro data Vias received fX'Om 8/4 rnet);'o section at Camp Carroll. 
'[1ere was no problem in receipt and passing of metro data to both batteries of 
task force Smith. 

a. The scheduling of fires by blocks and target nu,rllbers facilitated every 
aspect of target engagementanc: fire support covrdination. This method facili­
tated air space control and coordination as well as J~A utilization. Further, 
it sir,lplifiecl grid clearance and communications concerning firing. i'ilost impor­
tantly it enabled coordinated and efficient heavy artillery attack of targets by 
€J.:Lminstiog the necessity to consistent! y relay the weapons. 

b. the use of ARlo\. to engage targets and to give visual recon aided signifi­
cantly in cOffii'lete coverage of the task force targets. 

c. 41e schedule of fires was flexible enough to allow targets of opportunity 
t.o be engaS;ed • 

..:;.. ~'E, ... K FOli.~T~ The ability to observe the fires was extremely restricted by 
the I;·!eathe~('. Except for a portion of the missions fired by the r'oRi:\lI there WCl<3 

no d~.clage ::\ssessment. 

5.. R2Q.X;U"iEi,DaHOlls That turgeting for future artillery raids be designated 
by blocks. 

l~J1B~~ 

"0 ~UClltilary of firing 
B. l':;ilpde signatinS block schedulin~ 
c. Extr~ct frau staff jouraal 
D. ;~.l{ ... ;;;urveillanee 
E~ Initial OPLAN 
£0 Initial OPGRD 
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'. ;~t :~. 

e Un! TS F m li-m BDtqQ:;,~~':/'~I~y11GL!c Rl'}SFIggD PER-BLOCK 

D.L(J~ .milT HQ..QLllQ§ lli~ LOCATIOI; FIRB).J:.B.91v1 

e 1 5/175 9uns 9..'l 1430 Elliott 

2 5/175 guns l'~-4 1718 clliott 

3 5/175 guns 84 2050 Elliott 

5/175 guns i-lj 592BO/URS 853/280 6 2352 t Elliott 

4 o/17fJ g~ns 48 0010 Elliott 

5 5/175 guns 32 0245 Blliot"(: 

6 5/175 ~uns 63 0513 Elliott 

7 5/175 guns 60 0734 Elliott 

e 8 '/,,/4 "'" 11. v 0 36 1709 C~lflP C~rroll 

( .- A/3/4 12 1810 Camp C~rroll 

10 A/3/4 196 2400 Camp Carroll 

11 ARViJ 155T 72 1420 Elliott 

J,2 i'i/..ViJ 155T 48 1708 Elliott 

13 ARVH 155T 20 1908 Elliott 

e 14 ARYl·; 155T 120 2008 Elliott 

15 i·.RVi~ 155T 84 0420 Elliott 

16 i"\RV." 155T 60 0628 Elliott 

17 5/175 guns 32 1540 C .. .mp Ct.;rroll 

1G 5/175.1 suns 32 1620 Cc-mp Carroll 

19 5/175 guns 12 2120 Carnp Carroll 

20 5/175 guns 14 0020 Camp C&orroll 

21 B/8/4 guns 40 If>30 C-2 -TOTAL 130<) rc1s 

e 
e 

eoNFEiJt~Ult. 
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:, ~ tI~ 

.(/6/3-3 

Alb C/4/77 171b RKf 84 ;:(>; 

i:J.t.!o.. C/t./77 101b RIC! .~.l:) :r:-ds 
40 lvi/vi ·~}~O l'(:."; 

7 • 62 mini Sun &OO!9.~ 
TCTAL 2812 j.·C:S 
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CONfiDENT!"'!,. 
~2.Qt~_J··r;c~:\IJljl& 

1. i"eiil.r southwestern bouncla:r.y o:~ 1~··; .. 

4 •. ,i"lorth of Co Roc near Laotian border in Scutb \:).(';tn<lJl: 

o. ,;est of Kbe Sanh near Laos 

6. i,ortlr. of block /t5 

? On and south of southwestern boundary of Di'JIZ near Laos 

D. 1~'1 9360 grid. on Cam Lo River 

r· 
~o :est of C~.lu Ilear the Calu and Chio mountains 

10. In the D:i Long valley and borciering hills near Calu 

E. In 3361 f;ric Oi. Cam Lo River 

12. S·::J:le place as block liS 

13~ South of Calu alia Chio mountains on the qua119 Tri Rivet 

14. ~c;1:ie ~lc.ce as bloi::k,}lO 

15. In anc: around Calu Oil and arounc.! Hiyiwfily 9 and '-.<uang Td River 

16. 3 K's south Ke Soc Mt. on Trinh }lin River west of Rockpile 

17. South of l::he Sanh and Dang Llt. and north of route 9 

w. South of Khe sanh and Juong Joa and rumdng east and south of hlLhway 9 

N. ;::eclr 7750 Srid 

20. South of Calu near Laos 

21. Gn and in Df>lZ running 2 K' $ north and 3 K' $ south of southern bounc~ary near 
Lubu on 8465 SriC! 

T i\ .. 1 .'..l Let 2 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

fsa Elliott 

Task fOl'Ce 

2 

3· 0920 

4. 0930 

S 1020 TF Q> 70 

TF 0'70 

.. D CR ... DE OF OFFICER OR OFFICI· ... L ON DUTY IlONA 

PREVIOUS EDITION 0 F THIS. FORM IS OBSOLETE. ~ GPO: 1969 <>-:-343-783/36;; 
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Force Smith PSS SlUott 

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. 

6 072; tilDe 

IIlne 

0804 lIS found cin1ster cord 100 meters 

north 0.1 CP , res Grater· 

10 0940 

11 0950 Elliott for Carroll 

12 

103) . fer Carnll 

1030 

mURDaY E. PRIa, JIAJ, .PA· 

PREYIOUS EOITION OF ~H" FOft'" 18 OBSOLETE. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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ACTION TAKEN INI­
TIALS 

~ GPO: 1969 0-343-783/36;; 
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'. ~F'r.Rr:T 
.. ' .. -.. &iI.~~r~~~~gJ~I~~R'5 "~? ,PAG'2

NO
' 

l NO. OF PAGES . 2 ' . ,:. 
ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED 

FROM TO 

.Task ,.~ smtth 'SB Elliott 
HOUR IDATE 

0001 29 OeCfI} 
HOUR IDATE 

1200 29 Pec 69 

~ IN TIME OUT INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN 
INI. 

TIALS 
~ 

17 1200 TF 0 e tnAAd at_ DollgHa 

1S ''D. ~, , find during U)l~.r;.t1on 

115.111 'guns' ':,}/l~ (SCB)· 53~_ 

, ;/17':> (~l 90 
, s/a/4 40 

, 

8"~OW . lJa/4' . 244 
, 

15_ (AflWl1 B/34 404 

--- IltAC/4/77 ' 171b . 84 
". 

J.()-.lb 115 

, ~'-' 40. 490 
" 
., 

7.62' (mlnl gun) 2100 " 

105111 (Oa: am' c/6/$3 ,2$ 

'TOTAL A8) 4.121 

-- 1200 loa ~l",.ad 

. 

, , 

' . , 
, ,. 

.. ~ , ' 1 

~ 
~EEO N ....... E ANO GRADI!: OF,OFFICI!:ROR OFFICIAL ON DUTY 

'-:a. .:. a. ruac, 'W; 1A ' "-2?JO.:/ ~_ r~"'-

DA I ~~~MI215 94 PREIIIOUS EDITION OF THIS FORM IS OBSOLETE. * GP.Of·ltI St.CRET 3/3M 
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.~, 6' 

GRID 

)~) 835212 

AU 334210 

Xu 905236 

)~j) 918176 

XD 765272 

JO 784286 

y-j) 030414 

y)) 042431 

YD 071433 

'[j) 042422 

YD 025425 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL • 

4 hoo(:h.es dest.royed "It'secont1,ary eKplosion 

2hooches destroyed 

1 hooch destroyed 

3 hooches destroyed 

2 construction sites clc'll1laged 

1 hooch destroyed 

1 anchored sampan destroyed 

1 hooch destroyed 

1 shelter destroyed 

1 hooch destroyed 
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COP~O. ~- of 10 Copies 
HQt 8th Bn, 4th Arty 
Dong Ha, RVN 
270300H Dec 1969 

, \. 
OPORD 7 -69 (u) 
Reference: Map Vietnam: 1:50,000 Cam Lo, Sheet 63421 

Task Organization; Annex A, Task Organization. 

1. (C) SITUATION. 

a. Enemy Forces: Current nrrSJM 

b. Friendly Forces: Current SITREP. No concurrent operations 
planped. 

c. Attachments •. See Annex A, Task Organization. 

2. (C) MISSION. TaskForce Smith displaces on order~on 28 Dec west of Camp 
C~rroll to conduct a 48 hour artillery raid on preplanned targets. 

3. (C) EXECUT!ON 

a. Concept of operation, (Annex B, Operation Overlay; Annex C, Artillery 
Raid Sch~dule of Fires). This operation involves the movement of an artillery 
Task Force to the west along Qt 9 to Elliot Combat Base to conduct an artillery 
raid in the western sector of Northern I Corps, ARVN forces will secure LZ 
Elliot and surrounding terrain prior to EENT on 27 Dec. Three concurrent road 
sweep s ;~'i 11 commence on 28 Dec to clear route of march from Dong Ha Combat 
B~se ~~d Camp Carroll to LZ Elliot prior to the movement of T~sk Force Smith. 
3/5 Cay and 1/44 Arty will position fixed road security durinq progress of 
r')1'ld !,N0ep from !<he Gio Bridge to LZ Elliot in order to secm:'e Task Force Smith 
during movement. Task Force Smith will echelon forward on order to occupy LZ 
Elliot. 

b. Task Force 'Smith (-) 
, ' 

(1) Di splace by echelon from Camp Carroll on order. 

(2) 

(3) 

Road ml!\rch to preplanned fire base to conduct artillery raid. 
',:, 

Depart fire base on order for road march back to Camp C~~roll. 
\. 

c. 1/2 INF (ARVN) 

(1) Sec,ure tz Elliot pt10r to EENT t Z7 Dec 69. 

(2) Assi st 3/5Cav and 1/44 Arty in providing road security between 
Khe GioB;ripge a[l~ ·~Z Elliot • 

• ;,' t, ',' 

(3) Displace 1 Co~any from Dong He Combat Base at 280700 Dec as 
raad sweep from mCI3 to Cam Lo. Occupy high ground to SE of 12 Elliot. 

(4) Provide perimeter defens~ for duration of raid! 

, CONFIDtNT~At 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(5) Ext::-cct from fire base on order. 

d~ 3/5 Cav, 1 Plt 

e (1) r:(;p::.~t Car.! Lo at 23()700 tllt,,,"Z'B PeE: ~i til 14th Engi neer Bn road 

e 
e 

:;\11';;9;:> team to SV':€8P Qt. 9 to check polnt 70. 

(2) lJnk up VJJt.h ARVN ro~d S'JiSep teem from Camp Carroll at~,heck-
p:):i.nt 70. 

(3) Continue :toad sweep to LZ Elliot. 

(4) Utili ze APe 1 G to establi s11 f1 xed security po sts a long q: ? 
from ~!g Gio Bridge to LZ Elliot in coordination with 1/44 Arty. 

(5) T1I'0 1.1-60 tanks will a:;com?any roacl ~weep team into LZ Elliot 
to aS51~ir.e perimeter defen'58 po,st';;. 

(6) Wi thd:::-~.w flxeci se,~u:t'i ty posts to LZ Elliot as ordered and 
:Ainforce perimeter defenGe. . 

(7) Prov:de road secu:-i ty fo~c Task Force Smith return road marcl1 .. 

(1) D:i r:f!~";:c~' :.; ~,~. ;;.,,.:13 t., :im';)'Jd Uon vj:>hic],;:s as :7}l'd 9che};)(l C':: 
T~lc!,Force Smi tb< 

(2) Disp:;H.~') J ... ·(~h:i.~;I<) ·':'ldV~'·I~:e pu:rt."} c.~; ci':,;+"r:hl;18nt ,to 2nd ;;(;:1t'1o!1~ 
T"lsk Force Smith. 

f. A/8/4 (8") 

(1) Displace unit plus 4 ammunition vehicles as 2nd echelon of Task 
Force Smith. 

(2) Displace 3 ~ahicle advance party as attachment to 1st echelon, 
Task Force Smith. 

(3) Fire pre-planned targets of artillery raid. 

9- 8/HArty (l55T), 2 pIts. 

(I) Di splace 2 pHs as 1st echelon of Task Force Smith. 

(2) Fire pre-planned targets of artillery raid. 

h. A/6/33 (~05T)"l pit 

(1) Displace I platoon as 4th echelon of Task Force Smith. 

(2) Displace 2 vehicle advance party as ,attachment to 3rd echelon, 
Task Force 'Smith. 

2 
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, . I~.N ( Co n t t ) 
• • ::!. 

(3) Fir\~ rre-planned targets of artillery raid operatil1$ .vi th FO:;, 
S/4 as secondary dc-;;C::; check, 

(1) PJ:o,::.oe security fc,}~ ;;~T~i;\i ~ ~f2Pt!'y corr,pC'ii1:' departing Dong Hz. 
COll1bat ~ase at 280'i'00 Dec aR ro?d S\1iS8~) of Q1. 9 from meB ,to Cam Lo. 

(2) ri.r,tL'\blizh fi;~ed r'Jad secn:cHy posts alorgQL9 from ~~1e Gia Bridge 
t;) L2 ~.1.liot in coordination wi th 3/5 Cay. 

(3) WH!:draw fi:.:c.d sel.':;J:ti t-/ posts to LZ Elliot on crder and :r.ein­
f0~~9 perimeter cefen3en 

(4) Provide roan ~'H';~l:,:-i ... y TOT Task Force Smith re';:u:;:-n road ml)X'cn .. 

D'0 ~~ ID l'SI i '.. • ~ () S~-R. f3l4-/!::~ 
j • ~ M.TDO!:ne: Div (Mf[)~, n':tl\~- 1 sechon remaHl on ;;.5 !utltl."te star.~';"byl 

.$1 jltL liA. 

k. 14th Eng Br., 1 S"'it:'f'!P team 

(1) CCn01l(:t road 5w~ep of Qr.. 9 :f1:'om Cam I.e to cher.k"point 70. 

(2) Cont:ll-,ue 5\'.1\"",(, to Y.7. 2·:.J:;.,)'(; 3nd SWeEYp t<;n+::'re r.,Z in preparat5.oZ1 
20r a::::dval of h:SK Force 3:;:!~'i::l~ 

1. l08th GPt :~;Os. :':L<rv:':,d'~ d~'.:\Cli r~;:i):J ond ,:'0s2rvt::t:lon to Tas!( ?:;rG~ 
Smith. 

m.~ Artille:ry 

of march. 

(2) Be prepared to fire on call targets for defense of fire ba3e. 

(3) Annex D, Arty Support Plan. 

n. Support 

(1) XXIV Corps 

(a) Provide 1 CH-47 and one CH-54 with full crews on 15 
minute standby for emergency resupply capability. 

(b) Paragraph 4, Administration and Logistics. 

(2) Hq/8/4. Paragraph 4, Administration and Logistics. 

_ (3) All units will be responsible for organic support except as 
.. specified in paragraph 4, Adminisb::at:nn and Logistics. 
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" .... U,\N (Can't) CONRDEmlAtt . 
o. Reserve. 2nd Arvn Regt will provide react force on 15 minute stand-by 

p. Coordinating Instructions 

. (1) 2nd ARV1,! Regt will provide tin F,ng1.:'sh speaking officer to act as 
liaison for CO, Task Force SinHh ,'Jith ..1L'-~_.Inf (ARVN). 

(2) . AU <l::;:dlle'r'l 'rlit~ :';111 utiHze N[E! message broadcast from 8/4 
Ar:ty NET Stati0tl (;It Camp C'.1rrolL. T}.':i'S2> (If broadcasts 0900, 1500, 2100, C3CO; 
f.t·aGuen:.ys 75.15; Call Sl;Jn. kynd Silt"3 ;)6. 

(3) 'IJq Arty (ARVN) ~ 5th 175 Guns will run ind"?pE'n(~?nt r-OC{',~ 
A/8/4 and A/6733 will check dataI'Jith F,p lTC, 8/4 Arty. 

(4) Communications et.:d.,,!J mOVEf.':S"·;-, t',ill be by secure m0de. 

4~ (S) ADMI!IIS1RATION AND LOGIGrCS 

f 

a .. ' Supply 

(1) Class I. 

(a) C-rations .s'ufn\·~ent for 2 days ~ will be carried. 

(b) Emergency re!',;;;pply will be effected from organic ur.';. ;:. 
resources. 

(c) Coordination may be effected with 8/4 for pr~posi­
tioning of class 1 at Love field for air pick-up. 

(d) lOlst Airborne Div (AM) will provide rigging equipment~ 

(e) Resupply will be effected from CP/8/4 by CH-47 .. 

(2) Classes II & IVs No additions or deletions. 

(3) Class III. 

(a) All vehicles will be topped off prior to 280700 Dec, 

(b) All vehicles will utilize organiC load ~arrying capa­
bility to fullest extent. 

(c) 8/4 will prepo·si tian JOO gallons of diesel and 100 
gallons of mogas completely rigged for air pick-up at Love Field~ CP/8/4., 
by CH-47. 

Class V. 

(a) All individuals will carry double b.asic load. 

(b) All automat:.c weapons will have dOUble basic load. 

4 
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..' (0) A/8/4 will displace by organic e ns 300 rounds 5th 175 
Guns wi 11 di splace 600 rounds by organi cmeans;, . Arty (ARVN) wi 11 di so. 
pJ.ac9..i;__ rounds by org<mic means, and A/6 :33 will displace 150 HE, 
JO beehive,~, and 60 :tllum.by org8nic me3ns~ 

(d) 8/4 will rrF:!':'lc;;itionlO~.::r!c Tounds5.56M1'v1, 10,000 rounds 
"1 0 76MM, 6000 ro,unds .:'0 Col~J()(}~rounds 4s.ri~!\'i? 100 £rag grenades, M26. at 
Lovo Field, CP /8/4 rigg9d fo:- r&x p:i.ck-up.,I\.lfG 150 rounds 8" ('md 200 :rounds 
17bMM will be preposi tioned fOl' :'/.~.j~ p:~cl.~-u;J et Love Field. 

(e) lOlst Aiborne ~)2..v\~i\?:Il) 'Nill provide ;rigging.equipmerit 
. f'')\~"7I>' "1 ". .. ; c~ 

{f} Emergency :r8s'.jrl ply wilt" :':'~ effected from CP/8/4 by CH-54 
and ',.l!"!i ts may coordinate with 8/4 Arty L):'.' preposi tioning anmuni tion for air 
pi~k-1JP" ' 

(9) Eight ammunition (S"/175Mi'iI) vehicles will be p:repositione~ 
a',: Camp Corroll. The remaining loapeq vehi cles will echelon forward from 
D.)I,1,g HEl Combat Base after 280700 Dec to C~::!P Carroll to shnd by for :r€s1):p~ly 
~s needed. 

b. Services 

(1) Maintenance 

(a) Units will displace with orgsnic maintenance capability. 

(b) Maintenance Task Force personnel from 178th, M'linten&nce 
Company wi 11 di splace wi th trail party. . , 

(c) Two trail parties will be constituted. 

(I) Trail party for 2nd echelon will consist of MB8, e abd M62 directed by motor officer, 8/4 Arty. 

e 
e 

(2) Trail party for 3rd echelon will consist of MOl 
and M62 with maintenance Task Force personnel with shop van. 

(2) Medical services. Medevac will be available through "Glossy 
Pinner," primary freqa 47.40; alternate iraqi 46.90. 

5. (C ) COWv1AND AND SIGNAL 

a. Signal 

(l) Unit 001 in effect for internal contr~l of major elements. 

(2) Task Force Smith SO! in effect for control and coordination 
of major elements in the Task Force. 

(3) The following cyphers are in effect~ AKAK 8159G,KAC-PE 257/ 
T S:::;C, and KAC .CF.-' 655 IT SEC. 

(4) Commanders of all maJor elements are required to operat.e in 
the Task Force Command Net. 
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< • CONFIDENJIJI 
... ~'i..AN (Con't) 

. ' (5) iask Force Command Net Control will be Rainy stoner 16, Bn 
FOC, 8/4 Arty. 

(6) Units possessing Nestor equipment will utilize the equipment 
to the fullest extent possible to include during road,movement for convoy 
control. Rainy stoner 16,8n FtC, 't/4 Arty will be NCS for this net. A secure 
frequency has been provided for thi 5 use in Task Force Smith S)I. 

b'. Command 

(1) Bn CO. 8/4 Arty will command Task Force Smith& 

(2) CP, Task Force Smith will be at Camp Carroll until opproxl­
maley 281000 hl"s Dec when it wi 11 di splace to LZ Elliot .. 

(3) Report SP and all check points .. 

Acknowledge .. 

ANrIEXES: J A - Task Organization 
Js - Operation Overlay 
JC - Artillery Raid Schedule of Fires 
JD - Artillery Support Plan 

DISTRIBUTION, 2 ea element, Task Force Slni th 

SMITH 
LTC 

e OF?'JiCIAL :' 
11, 1., 

I!fJ.Jft/ ~ISK 
S3 

e 
e 6 
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'. 

cc.mex A (Task Organization) to OPORD 7-69--Task. l<'orc0 Smith 

Task Force BIni th 

Inf (ARVN) 

3/5 Cav, 1 plt 

~"~h 175 Guns (175MM), 2 pltc 

A/$/4 (8") 

Arty (155T) (ARVN), 2 pJ.~.s 

f/6/33 (105T), 1pl't. 

~/44 Arty, 2 sqds, M42A1 and M55 combine6. 

;./~01st Airborne Div (AM), AM, 1 section 

14th Eng, 1 sweep teaIh 

~D8th Gp, 2 AOs 

'Ia ."k Force Smith Artillery 

B/8/4 (175}IM) 

C/6/33 (105T) 

A/62 (105T) (ARVN) 

Task Force Smith Support 

XXIV Corps 

8/4 Arty 

CONEIDENnAL 
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< e CONFIDENTJAte , .. 
" Annex C (Schedule of fires) to OPOR;O ~-69 'l'ask Foree ~ th·. 

e 1. 5th 175MM Gun Self Propelled 
Azimuth of fire 5050 

e T~me Grid Fuse Method of Fire . Ammo expenditure 

HtO hrs XD6gcy622 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12 
X0715608 QS:D 1 Zone J qe 12 
XD745640 Q&D 1 Zone J qe 12 ~ 0 ' XrJ743627 Q&D 1 Zone '3 qe 12 ~; L t2.p,~~e 
XD678657 Q&D 1 Zone '3 qe 12 ' " "-"\,0 i 

'" 
.1 XD677640 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12 

,~J:~~".~ :' XD682629 Q&D 1 Zone '3 qe 12 
XD677621 Q&D 1 Zone '3 qe 12 
XD679609 Q&D 1 Zone '3 qe 12 
XD6SS651 Q&D 1 Zone ') qe 12 
XD691661 Q&D 1 Zone '3 qe 12 

H+3 hrs 

-- Azimuth of fire 3500 
"" H+) hrs X0902268 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe g' 

XD90,) 267 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
XD899241 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
X0905237 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
X0919239 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
X0902230 Q&D 1 Zone :2 qe 8 
XD90J2JJ "Q&D 1 Zone :2 qe 8 
XD892259 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 B ~ 0 ir XD894244 ~ 1 Zone 2 qe 8 .' U ""io,t 
XD901236 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
XD902268 Q&D 1 zone 2 qe 8 T X090')267 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 .". Wt' XD899241 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
X0905237 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
l~919239 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
XD902230 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
XD9032JJ Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
XD894244 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 --H+9 hrs 

~ 

Azimuth of fire 3800 

R+9 hrs Xff787:297 Q&D , Zone '3 qe 12 
XD783302 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12 
XD784296 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12 ~ # .t,. XD848286 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12 !- ""'-'.11 1: ~ ,b~'tj\\ 
XD851296 Q&D 1 Zone 9 qe 12 

e XD855294 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12 ~St, 
XD848286 Q&D 1 Zone J qe 12" 

H+11 hra 

e 
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e iCONfiOiENTIAt. e 
.' ASnex C (Schedule of fires) to OPORD 7-69 Task Force Smith. 

Azimuth of fire 4150 

Time Grid Fuse Method of Fire Ammo expenditure 

R+11 hrs XD75640S Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 
(·:..ol, 

S I' 
XD7SS40S Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe. 8 ;/ , 
XJJ734376 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 )y~ldLr? 
XD740340 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 ~ , ,./:\ 

XD788358 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe ~) if Xr:n58408 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 
H+1.3 hrs 

Azimuth of fire 4400 

H+1.3 hrs XJJ7494.39 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
XD711471 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 

P~LOCf( XD692440 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 
XD?114?1 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 d'f ,'-' ~ 

XD?19413 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe S c;: XD?11471 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8 .....; 
11+15 hrs 

Azimuth of fire 4700 

H+15 hrs XD686645 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 127,;' 
XD686555 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 12 / ~ LOCK ~ XD7.35530 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 

1~ ) XD7.39509 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
XD671529/672529 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 12 
XD671529 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 12 -

H+17 hre 

Azimuth of fire 5100 

H+1? hrs XD6?8657 Q&D 1 Zpne 3 qe 12 
XD682629 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 12 

~~Jr1 XD6??621 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 12 
XD679609 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 12 
XD688651 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 12 
XD691661 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 12 

Ht19 hrs 
total rounds expended 600 
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Annex C "(Scbedule of fires) to OPORD 7-69 Task Force Smith 

z. A Btry, 6th Battalion, 4th Artillery 

£Sl:ml:lt:h at FiPe ~SQG 

Time Grid· Fuse Method of Fire Ammo expenditure 

H-t 0 hPe XB88?61? 

""*0092621 
H+2hrs4Omin 

H+2hrs40min XD9.30608 
XD9.3460S 
XD935606 

···XDS356b4 
H+2hrs40nu' n .- ~ :,;-- -- . 

(.: ~ 

Q&D 1 ~Ol'iO J ~o 

" $200 
Azimuth of Fire~~e 

Q&D 
Q&D 
Q&D 
Q&D 

1 Zone .3 qe 
1 Zone .3 qe 
1 Zone .3 qe 
1 Zone .3 qe 

Azimuth of Firo .J.!IIr 
H+1hr20min XD943464, Q&D. 
." XD928415 Q&D 

H+1hr20DUn 

1 Zone .3 qe 
1 Zone .3 qe 

Azimuth of Fire ~ 

H+6 hrs 'yDO.30453 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
YDO.32448 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
YD035452 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
YD020441 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
YDO.364.34 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
YD0384.31 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
YD060461 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
YD051429 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
YD065431 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
YD07241 0 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
YD024444 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
YD025444 Q&D 1 Zone .3 qe 
y0088459 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 

H+1·2brs30min 

12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

12~ 
12 ~ 
12 j 
12(> 

12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

total rounds expended 288 
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Annex C (Schedule of Fires) to OPORD 7-69 Task Force Smith. 

4. 6/33 10~ towed 

Azimuth of Fire 4900 

Time Grid Fuse Method of Fire· 

H+O hra XD960554 Q&D plt :3 :3 qe 
XD953547 Q&D pIt j .3 qe 
XD955554 ~ pIt .3 :3 qe 
XD965559 Q&D- pIt .3 :3 qe 

H+2hr40min 

Azimuth of Fire. )70 & 2600 

H+2hr4Omin XD9.30608 Q&D 
XD9.34608 Q&D 
XD935606 Q&D 

, 

pI t.3 .3 qa-_ 
plt.3 :3 qe 
plt:3 :3 qe 

Ammo expenditure 

18 
18 
18 
18 

18 
18 
18 

total rounds expended 126 
30 rounds of bee hive will be kept on hand for emergency use. 
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Arlnex C (Schedule of Fires) OPORD 7-69 Task Force Smith. 

e 5 tft 175 firing from Camp Carroll 

Time 
.' Grid Fuse Nethod of Fire Ammo expenditure 

e Azimuth of Fire 4300 

H+Obrs XD793406 Q&D pIt 2 4 
XD?93415 Q&D pIt 2 4 

1P~~ 
XD795404 Q&D pIt 2 4 
XD793394 Q&D pIt 2 4 
XD821401 Q&D pIt 2 4 

~\1 XD845393 Q&D plt 2 4 
XDS22,S6 Q&D pIt 2 4 
XD821J76 Q&D pIt 2 4 

H+4 hrs 

Azimuth of Fire 4100 

H+4 brs XD862394 Q&D pIt 2 4 
XD87.3394 Q&D pIt 2 4 

~1> 
XD841381 Q&D pIt 2 4 
Xb855384 Q&D pIt 2 4 
XD854384 Q&D pIt :2 4 
XD871382 Q&D pIt 2· 4 
XD895.376 Q&D pIt 2 4 
XD883362 . Q&D pIt 2 4 

H+7 hra 

Azimuth ·of Fire 46;0 

H+7 hrs XD785502 Q&D pIt 2 4 

\q XI1780501 Q&D pIt 2 4 
XD769501 Q&D pIt 2 4 

l:l+8 hrs 

Azimuth of Fire 3500 

H+8 hrs XD011338 Q&D pIt 1 2 
YD008332 Q&D pIt 1 2 
YD008322 Q&D plt 1 2 

~O 
YD011302 Q&D pIt 1 2 
y0016302 Q&D pIt 1 2 
YD991333 Q&D pIt 1 2 
XD985328 Q&D pIt 1 2 
XD981301 Q&D pIt 1 2 
XD98'7304 ~ pIt 1 2 
XD994339 (l&D pIt 1 2 
XD995316 Q&Il pIt 1 2 

e H+15 hra 
total rounds expended 98 

e ';CO ~~~~'~''':\i'''l''.r:·~~ 
r;,.. \v---.;\...;jt ~ 1;\" .'.;t:~\\~ tj~f.i4;\ ~ 
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CONFIDENTIAL e 
Annex C (Schedule of Fires) to OFORD 7-69 Task Force Smith. 

6 B Btry, 8th Battalion, 4th Arhllery 0-2 

Azimuth of Fire 4700 

Time Grid Fuse Method of Fire Ammo expenditure 

HtO hrs .XD828643 Q&D Btry 1 4 
XD821634 Q&D Btry 1 4 
XD826617 Q&D Btry 1 4 
XD834630 Q&D Btry 1 4 
XD836665 Q&D Btry 1 4 
XD844631 Q&D Btry 1 4 
XD840640 Q&D Btry 1 4 
XD843667 Q&D Btry 1 4 
XD844647 q&D Btry 1 4 
Xn853659 C;&D Btry 1 4 

H+2 bra 
total rounds expended 40 
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-,mneX"n (Fire Support Plan) '1'0 OPORD 7-69 :..- Task Force. Smith 

Organization 
B/8/4 (175Mlvl), FSB C-2 . 
C/6/J3? (105T) I FSB Fuller 
A/62 (H?5T) (ARVN), FSB Sarge 

2. Mission. All elements ot Task Fc!:'c a Slnj, th Artillery will be in 
direct support of Task For',>~: ;\ni th. 

3. E.xecution 
a. Concept of Operation. All d€('C·pdVe targets and on-call convoy 

defenslve targets will be cleared to f::.rc:Lprior to EENT, 27 Dec. and will 
remain on call for the duration of the C:Y')T.'e.tion. Priori ty of .:tIre to 
iu'i:antry security force until 280'700 Dec 69. 

b~ Convoy de,.t:ens.iy_e targets . 
, ...-.J" " ,"'-_____._ 

(1')' C/6/J3 (105T) 
XF1050 :'YOO2125570 
XF1051 YD0188 5629 
XF1052 ID0153 5636 
XF1053 YD0082 5620 
XF1054 IDO022 5629 
XF1055 XD9959 5617 
XF1056 '. XD9948 5578 
XF1057 X09904 5565 

.". 
~, ~ ~\ ';: 
\, ',' ' 

XF1058 XD9899 5527 
XF1059 XD9861 5534 

(2t~1!:I6Q--f-te5P.);- ,- , --- - ~ - .. -
:0. 

I 

XF1060 
'XF,1061 
XFf062 

XF1066 
,XF1067 
XF106S 
XF1069 
XF1070 

YB0208'5675 
YD0115567.0 
YD0014. 5676 .<~ 'n'>-:~ 
.. ' 't i_ - • 

XD9926 5521 
XD9930 5500 
XD9838 5470 
XD9826 5500 
XD9899 5509 

l. 
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,i;.nnex D (Con' t) 

(3) B/8/4 

XF1071 
XF1072 
XF1073 
XF1074 
XF1075 

4. Ammunition 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONfID_ .... --... 

XD9789 5584 
XD9881 5590 
XD9723 5487 
XD9937 5437 
XD9802 5425 

a. B/S/4. Insure a minimum of 100 rounds available to support operation. 

b. C/6/33. Insure a minimum of 250 rounds available to support operation. 

c. A/62 Insure a minimum of 250 rounds available to support operation. 

5. Command and Signal 

a. All supporting artillery units will monitor air-ground frequency in 
Task Force Smith SOl, which is also designated as the quick fire channel. 

b. CO, Task Force Smith will utilize the direct fire channel to all 
firing units and this frequency will be provided to the assigned FO, A/8/4. 

c. Infantry commander will utilize quick fire channel for fire requests. 

d. CO, Task Force Smith is responsible for coordinating air coverage 
and artillery fires. 

CONF1DENJIAL, 
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:;-'1clo'sure 3 CONFID 

SECURITY 

1. CO"jCEPT; The security fo:r.r.es were made up from the 3/5 Cay, C/4 foRA, 77th 
hrty, 1/44th Arty, 14 Engineers, olGi.lents of the 1st En, 2nd hRV/;: anc. 3d Bn, 
2nd r-.RVj·! Regiment. TI-,e operatior, lila;; coordinated through normal cornr,u\nd channels 
~nd basic4',lly fol1ot~ed the concept set up by the operation order. 

2<! STR(.:';\''; POll:TS ~ TIle outstaildil19 features of the combined security force were 
~s fol101i!Si 

€l... Engineers along with J,he ,~Vi; infantry provided the capability to sweep 
the route of march and thoroufjhly secure the area. 

b. 1/44 provided a c:uick hard hitting reaction element for the mine sweep 
tea.11 ~nci base ~eiense. 

c. 3/5 CilV proviclecl strong fast moving convoy security. 

d. ii.l.A (, .. erial Rocket .,rti1lery) provided a number of capabilitiest 

(1) RQ~onnaissanee of route of march 

(2) Reaction force and cover during displacement 

(3) Gbservation 

e. 3d £)1), 2nd yJ{Viil Regiment augnented by 3/5 Cav provided perimeter securit)f 
and directed all operation for the security of ECB. 

f. The c(Xllbination of these units produced a well balanced strong f1ghtin0 
foree for the protection and security of the artillery rai~. Artillery defensive 
concentrations were fired in on avenues of approach into ECS. 

::l..,Et;l( POli;T3~ ~;iO significant weaknesses ~!ere noted. 

4. lJl:;)CUSJIOi;~ .\11 support eler,lents perfoIued their duties in ~.n outstandins 
l/lcmner. The .~VI;· s secured the L~ as oesi0oated by the operations order. 111e 
... .RVN l.il1 CV's performance ,,:as conspicuously outstandi:lS. n"le Engineers, .:.R\fli 
elements, clusters and quads made the hline sweep. rhe I;'HVN infuntry :mel iJ3rt of 
the ':;:;/5 Cav stationed the,lseH on pre-designated positions for roac~ security. 
Upon s.rriv"il ;):& the L2 a strong security force was set out. n cefense phn tIns 
(;uickly established 3l;1onSi all units for night defense and depnrtures. Convoys 
~:l'ld escorts "loved bock an~ forth on the road all clay without incic!ent. Ina 
night c;efense Has set up by AAW; infantry au;rnented by 3/5 Cav, clusters, quads 
allc~ se~rch lights.. The cooperation betvJeen all units t'las exceptioMl in all 
aSi)ects. 

comr ~'om' . DA-"L' 1 I >'.;, I> . ~ . ,.' ,. .,' . ,., ~.~ . 
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'. 
'" .... , ... l:t£CCH\!iEl·:ivi:.TIO.L~ ~ g The followiil9 reCClrlllaendations are made ~ 

a. That more emphasis be directed to insure t.hat there is no cloubt 2.S to tL me 
and place and that no 1ansuas;e b:!:r.:::-ier between iJW1~ and US forces exists. 

b. r~lat the advisor with til", i,lWi~' S <l:t'e thorOu9htly briefed on the opera­
t~.on order and SCI. 

Co That a chain of r;ommand is ':learly established in case that the regular 
~(I[)!mander is killed. 

7 t.)e,- :3 

DECLASSIFIED 



" 
~ 

JncJ.ol:!ure 4 • 
DECLASSIFIED 

~RACTnG FO~ 

_', ~ GEl~ER.AL S'(J1-.Jii.:lliY: The 1 st Lrigade, 5th f';echanized Division (1/5) pr'epared 
- plans aLd provided forces for e~r.tl·ac';jil1g all units participating in the artillEOll:"y 

raid at Elliott Combat Base (1GB) on 28 Decemt,:H' 1969. 

a. The extracting force was positioned in the vicinity of Cam Le, R~~ (XD 
'!259) and consisted of 1 Cav troop and 2 tank companies. 

b. Upon order of the artillery raid comnmnder (CO TF Smith) the extracti~g 
fo::.'ca would deploy to ECB, reinforce local defense, assist in repelling enemy 
forces and cover the vi thdrawal of all forces. 

c. At 281410 Dec, 001/5 Eech informed GOTF Smith of the extr"ction plan. 
At, 2810;;0 Dec the 8-3 of the extractin( force' arrived with detail plans for the 
cot:,}uct of the e::tracting operatioil. On the ground coordiLstion was lllB.de and 
S:ig:Cial oPeration instructions (SOl) was passed bettJ'een both units. At 281800 D~c 
l'}' Smith GO held a meeting foreill coIllIlladers (US, USMCj Ai'Yl~) end briefed on the 

_ extra.cting plan. InterrlU cOIDI{l1.ll1icntions, illumination, signals, liaison end 
_line-up plocedures were established at this tir",e •. Additionally, the command 

structure WitS s1-,ecified for ECB should the axtre.cting force be reqnired. 

2, STRONG FOn~TS: 

a. Han was sL.ple, et'csily 1L'1der·stood. 

b. Objectives of extr:cting force were rei~dily idel~t1fiable on the ground 
which siibnificcntly reduced internal End external fire cooldination. 

c. The plan provided for escorts, guides and security of the route of with­
drB.wal. 

e 3. ,\~EiJ( POI{T: At the 1630 hour meetillg with the 8-3 of the extrictir~g force, 
CO 'IF Smith did not he.ve the exact loc2.tion of all forces that were positione1 
outs:Lde of BCB perimeter. 

4. DISCUSSION: i;.J.l cOIJl)L8llders knew the area, exit pOints, extra.ction plan, route 
of wi thdr~wa1 ... nd the radio frequency to be used to control the operation. 
Feriodic radio checks were made throughout the night with extractir.g force 
cOJU:nand post. 

50 :,.E9011.l'Jill.DATIOl'i.?: 'That the extracting force cOIlkander to<ether with the co~ .. ~ 
lllmanders of all .sCB elements make a daylight reconne.issaMe of the entire po­
istion in order .toverify composition and location of all forces involved. 

,s'i E&NFJDENTIAl 
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Dldo sare 5 

C;ONCEPT OF OPElu:..Tlm~ 

a~ ARVN !lrtillery was task'6J -to .i;·>;.rticip2-;·,(' 1.L ~.~:,., i(:.'t;Eler·y ra.id with units 
of the 108th Artillery Group on 2'3·~29 December ';969 c:L Elliott Combat Base (ECB). 
il3.Vl\ Infantry was tasked t.o swe~p a.."i.l secure E'~}) flilil ~bi'end the flanks of ;:;1 9 
from Khe Oio bridge to BeB for the duration of the operaUon. Further the ARVii 
,.ere tasked to mine sweep th.e Crunp Carroll· road. 

b. The participating AR~~ units were two (2) platoons of B/34th Artillery 
with four (4) 155l'wl towed howitzers. One (1) company of 1st Battalion, 2nd 
Ri~giment swept 8,nd secured EeB on Z7 December. 'I'his company was relieved by 
t~<{() (2) line companies D.l".d the headquarters company of 3rd Battalion, 2nd Regi­
ment who provided flank securi~ for the road marches to and from ECB f~d security 
of j...;CB during the occupation by the U.~. IUld ARVt: .i1rtUlery units. 

o. The Infs.ntry providedap}roxim..~te1y 400 person."1e1. 'Ihe Artillery pro­
vided 48 personnel End carried 500 rounds. l~o contact W2 s made by the Infar.try e ~llroughout the oper.ltion. l~o accidents or incidents occurred to nWN personnel. 

2. FAVOF~BLE COkt·.illiTS: The reconnaissE'.nce by the combined U.S. - ARVN parties 
was thorough f.nd effective. 'l'he road march by B/34 (-) was completed without 
;i.ncident. Coordination between AlWN c'nd U.S. a.fter the operation began w~.S 
excellent. iJtVl-J Artillery .. rovided a liaison officer to the task force commander 

A which worked out successfullyo ARVl\! Infantry ope~.tions 1,lere excuted in a particu­
.. h:rly effective manner 2nd received favor;,ble c01IDuents from observers. The flEmk 

coverage of QL 9 and the ms.rch order Hnd departure from ECB wa.s noteworthy. ~'he 
fi·res of B/34 (-) were well excuted and 404 rounds were fired. Contingencies fo:t 
inolementwe6.ther I.E. V'I'R and ~ckerJ were positioned to preclude road movement 
problems. . 

e3. }ROBLEH ARE.~: ~he fundamental problem that effected all areas of the oper­
ation to v< ry::.ng degrees was not includi.l1g the appropriate ARVN cOIlllll2.nd and 
staff personnel in initial and subsequent planning sessions after hRV~ forces 
were tBsked for this operation. It is considered more apiropriate to have semi­
permanent U.S. liaison officer attc.ched to the LRV1~ Artillery cODJ;ilBnder to pre­
clude problems of control and expedite emer&ency contingencies from the task 
loree commander ~ the ARVN llrtUlery commnnder. 'Ihe chain of cOIlll1lalld of the 
task force presumes that the neJtt in command was the -'"..Jt,VrJ Infal:try cOlOlllB.nder, 
however this should be speeified in the operation order. Due to inclement 
we.?ther no daml',ge estiJl:[.,te could be made. MACV advisors should not have been 
"go bet'Wgens" for the U.S. and their ARVN counterparts during the planning oper­
ation.qombined U.S. - A!tV!-T planning staffs would be lIlOre desirable with only 
assistance from the l'1i:.OV advisors. 

4. Slfl,J.i..:}.RY il.lm DIS ODSS 101\ : 

_ a. There were obvious problems arisiJ,g from the ch.:nges of the task force 
Wcomposition. The fbel preponderance of personnel vere P;l!#i§#f im-

• pOl't.;nt tbat a ;,ajor ef"ort be "",de to draw .:RVi. staff of o. '1m] 
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'" .. :jL 5 ARVN COl-iNENTS ~ONIIJ:) .' '~~,"1l~~R~F\(11'" 'ifo.--m 
• ", \~~~~lrwYtC~<Ji /~,~ 

pE.:rtic~pation ar..d discussion of fnture ph1l8 of thj,s ra ure. lhere is a wealth 
',:.a., of experience and knowledge to be g2.jt:e~. f).'om the 'C2.1nn+,3d .b.RVl\ officers in the 
~ 1 st Li',VN D:;. vision. Ihey 51+01 1,:1 lx~ ir.c:, t(', ·i'·'::1(31 ·i~he·l.:,,: ;;ontribl"t:;ions to pli.1.l1r.;;.'ng 

:::taffs is needed~, lZy-ery effor'f. ::,no,)J.~!. b.<\ jn;:I~C\ t; C:'"N'\ti~ the y.·roper atmosphere 
,. for eichEo,nge of i!ieas :\ L these s·~,,: ii 2c'':.,ions ~:,: '.'~:':lf,j.' to gi.ve the:_RW' staff 
_ officers confidence in their ner~c:tLt.J.~:r~2 wi+·h::·;S~ o1;ofi" .::cfi(;~er.8. It :ts B. 

misconception that language i:::: .-:;. ba:l:J::,J~: '>,'; ;)l··'·~:::"::l~ '.)f::'·:'t.:t 1;/:::0. oper;:,tions, 
Key ARVF ste.ff officers and bD.ttalicl1 .;:.>m:r:'1J,.H(b:."'. 2.1';':: '1ui te ':-:c'p&ble of e<.mversing 
i;:1 English, to include militar;y- te:crd.nolosy" 

b. As freviously mentbned an ARVliT liaison officer wo.s provided to the LJ.3. 
te.sk force cOlnl.;ander. It is desirable, du~ to experience and confidence in semi­
permanent u.s. liaison officers with the ARVN Artillery-, that U,S. liaison 

. ~ officers be attached. to the ARV1~' Artillery- coIli.i.ander. This could 1:>9 the key to 
r~ssible future combiii.ed operations in which the ARVN would crede a similar 
t:rpe mission t'I.d be the task force cOlllCua.nder ~ Thus the roll of the liaison 
officer would :work in reverse from the att8ched D.So unit to the l~VE task force 
commander. 

c. Aerial observers should include provisions for using ,ARVN observers and 
iJossible fut.ure USe of VNLF aircraft. 

e 5. fi..CCO£lilL;:DATIO.i.:.s; 

a. F'uture U.S. - ARVN combined operations :..nclude lffiVh representrtion ,s.;:,d 
Hcti've participp,tion in planning sessions at the earliest appropriate tiLe after 
receipt of the uussion. 

e b. 5emi-permcnent U.S. liaison officer be att<.:":.ched to the J..RVI Artillery 
corn;,'a.nder for the chtration of the combined operatibll. 

c. ChalD of command be established through at le<,:~st three let.tels c.nd that 
the ground cOIJli,,,,cnder es the deputy tii.sk force eom:-ilB.nder. 

,llJJWJ©flJ~~U:Dm -, 
j 
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• Inclosure 6 

LOGISTICS 

1. GEi·;ERi.:.J., JI$CUSSICi,.j g The 8th En i 4th Arty prepared plans and executed the 
l09istics portion of the luission. 

2. PRE .. ptANNED LOGlSTlCS3 

ao There were no problems in pro"ilcling the ammunition and class one supplies 
f,):,.' the operation. 

b o SuHi·cient transport~tion to haul the ammunition required on ti1e raid 
an0. to laaintain normal resupply operation was not available. Additional trans­
portation was obtained from external sources. 

3.. O!:-C,llt LCGlSnCS8 In or(~er to provicle .emergency resupply of the t'1sk fOl'C8 9 

CL.:.6S I~, Cl",ss Ill, and Class V supplies t1ere rigged for airlift to LCDo Tl1ers 
r;,~re problems in securii1g the necet;s"lry air items and qualified riso;;;ers. 36 
hOl1rs prior to the operat1.('n~ coordinQ.tion was effected with lOlst Abn Divis:i.o" 
to secure tb'(? cdr i tet!1S <Jnd nece ssary personnel to rig the equipment. On cdl 
sL!p;)lies \iere st.::.lged ~t 8/4 f.i.l-ty rear CP, Dong 112 RV1~D 

4Q i'i"h.IEij:'~;CEi h;;:;inter~GLCe su?port for the to.sk force w~s r. sisnifici;\;rc 
i':,;ctoJ:' in the i.:'.ccompl:i.shner:t of the mission. The necessity of t2.kin£ ;l compli­
.~si1t from the su[)port mdnteilaflce facility can not be overemphasized. The re­
pC!.ir personnel ~Hl(;i. v!recker froc! the l78th i'liaintenance Company were key ii, keep-
in~ the 175 '"LlllS firing 0 . 

.-r ' . 
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