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Sth 175mm Gun Battery (SP) (REIN)
Fleet Marine Force Pacific
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1-31 December 1969

- INDEX
Part I - - Organization Data
Part IT - Narrative Summary
Part IIT - ’ Sequential Iisting of Significant Events
Part IV - Supporting Documents k
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Part I
Organizational Data

1. Desi@ ation ‘ Commander
5th 175mm Gun Battery (SP} (REIN) Major James C. ATKINS Jr.
0 FPO San Francisco, Calif. 96602 Commanding Officer

Attached Units

1st Platoon, 5th 8 inch Howitzer Battery
2. = Location

1st Platoon, 5th 8 inch Howitzer Battery
. 1-31 December 1969: TFSB Alpha-2, XD 2145874070

Sth 175mm Gun Battery
1-31 December 1969: Camp Carroll, XD %lé¢55058

Battery Headquarters
. 1-31 December 1969: Dong Ha Combat Base, XD 230576

3, Staff Officers

Executive Officer, Headquarters Capt J. J. MULHOLLAND
1-19 Dec 69

‘ Capt T. E. MAC DERMANT
’ 20-31 Dec 69

Executive Officer, Camp Carroll 1stLt W. E. CROFT III
1-19 Dec 69 ’
Capt J. J. MULHOLLAND
20-31 Dec 69

. Asst Executive Officer, Camp Carroll 1stLt R, L. BAILEY
. 1-19 Dec 69
1stLt W. E, CROFT III
20-31 Dec 69

8 inch Howitzer Platoon Commander Capt J. W. LUCEY
1-31 Dec 69

Asst 8 inch Howitzer Platoon Commander 1stLt M. E, BURR
. 1-31 Dec 69
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Staff Officers (cont)

Fire Direction Officer

Asst Fire Direction Officer

Liaison Officer

Maintenance &’Motor Transport Officer
Supply Officer

Battery Officer

L. Averagé Monthly Strength

USMC USN

OFF  ENL OFF  ENL
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1stlt J. GORTER
1-27 Dec 69

1stLt J. B. HATFIELD
28-31 Dec 69

1stLt J. B. HATFIELD
1~27 Dec 69

1stLt J. E. MARTINELLI
1-31 Dec 69

Capt J. J. PIERATT
1-31 Dec 69

2ndlt T, J. BARRETT Jr.
1-31 Dec 69

2ndLt R. K. BLOEDAU
1-31 Dec 6%
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Part II
Narrative Summary

1. 5th 175mm Gun Battery received incoming on three separate occasions
during December, 0112L8H Dec69, two 122mm rockets landed outside the
wire at Camp Carroll. On 20 Dec 69, the 1lst Platoon of the 5th 8 inch
Howitzer Battery reported receiving four mortar rounds of unknown caliber.
2611L5H Dec69, Camp Carroll received 12 rounds of 14Omm rockets, one of
which hit the battery area destroying a partially completed bunker, but
causing no casualties.

On 23 Dec 69, the 5th 175mm Gun Battery was visited by Colonel D. D.
EZELL, Commanding Officer of the 11th Marine Regiment.

The battery participated in Operation TASK FORCE SMITH on 28-29 Dec.
The operation consisted of an artillery raid by a combined task force
at Fire Support Base Elliot. Four 175mm Guns from the battery went to
FSB Elliot, while the remaining platoon of guns supported from Camp
Carroll (Annex 4).

24
Unit Supported- - No. of Rounds
175mm  8"Howitzer

101st ABN 1559 | meeeeem

2d ARVN, 1stDiv 890 | emeeee-

1/5thMech 196 295

[7thARVN Cav 127 311

15tARVN, 1stDiv 194

Highrise Lh8 1007

TaskForceSmith 635 0 | emmme-
Total Rounds LOLS 1613

Number of missions fired: 4L47/8 inch
611/175mm

Surveillance was minimal due to rain and lack of observation and in
addition, many SID's were fired without observation. Surveillances
received stated one truck and one .50 cal, machine gun were destroyed;
25 bunkers destroyed; 2 structures destroyed and 1 day camp, as well as
many trench lines, both uncovered and destroyed,

S
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Part III
Sequential Listing of Significant Events

1. Topics.
a, Personnel and Adwinistration
. USHC USN
(1) Losses off Eml  0ff Bm
. Administration 2 18 ] 1
(2) Replacements 3 25 0
(3) Net Gain 1 7 0 0

. b. Intelligence: current INTSUMS
c. Organization and Operations

(1) Units of this battery participated in one operation during
the month of December,

® (a) Operation TASK FORCE SMITH, 28-29 Dec 69 APPENDIX I,
The battery expanded 635 rounds in 90 missions., The surveillances
are listed in APPENDIX I,

(2) In addition, the battery supported from present positions,
. many operations in support of 1/5thMech, 101stAbn, 2dARVN and 7th ARVN,
as well as Operation Highrise, These units were each supported almost
on a daily basis. N
d., Training: Informal on-the-job training was conducted in all
areas of the battery on a daily basis throughout December. The unit also
conducted fam-firing, FDC classes and firing battery drill

e, Logistics and Supply: Relations with FLC in Danang were es-
tablished, assuming a RUC line at 15th Aerial Port, Quang Tri. The ISSA
drawn up between ITT MAF and the Army has relieved difficuities in

: dealing with 63d Maintenance and 625th Supply. Supply was inspected by
a lst Marine Division Team and a rating of satisfactory with discrepancies
was received,

f. Civic Action/Civil Affairs: L MedCaps were held, two in the
village of Thiet Trang and two near Cam Lo. A total of LS50 people were
. treated and some medical supplies were given to a local priest to assist
in the treatment of Plague. On Christmas Day, members of the battery
visited Dong Ha Orphanage, where the children were presented with gifts

‘ contributed by battery personnel, g:ﬂgﬂr
s
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. Topics (Cont)

g. Psychological Operations:

2. Entries.

1 December 1969

20 December 1969
23 December 1969

26 December 1969

28-29 December 1969

JCA/wrm

5750
9 Jan 1970

Received two (2) 122mm rockets
at Camp Carroll. Negative damage.

8 inch Platoon at Alpha-2 received
four (L) unknown type mortar
rounds. Negative damage.

CO, 11th Marines, Colonel D, D,
EZELL and party visited Dong Ha,
Alpha-2 and Camp Carroll.

Twelve (12) incoming rounds of
14Omm rockets hit Camp Carroll.

One rocket damaged a living bunker.
No casualties.

175mm Guns participated in TASK
FORCE SMITH, sending four guns
to FSB Elliot with remaining two
guns supporting operations from
Camp Carroll.
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® FLaWbIHG AiD PREPARATICH FOR THF_ARTILLERY RAID

GEi.ERAL SUNslARYs This inWIosure discusses the sequence followed by this
. headquar+ers in planning and prepa: “ing for the artillery raid.

. Requirement was levied by 106th Group Hy to prepare &n OPLnn to imple-
ment a battalion artillery raide This OPLaij was prepared by 21 Jecember and
»recented to the 108th Group CC on 42 Decembers CUriginal guidance was to plan
only for an 8" howitzer platoon to ccicuct the raide

b. ©On 23 December, a verbal warning ozder was issued by the battalion
commander to the battalion staff to prepare for implamentation of the raid
OPLAI as written. o specifics were provided to the battalion commander con-
serning the projected location of the raid or the unite and resources that would
ke available to conduct the raids The date of the raid was set at 27 December,

t. 1Tne artillery csmpesition of the task force was changed on 24 December
Zo add a 179Ms gun platpon to the original 8" howitzer platoon. This did not
ceuse any qqnificant chang? in planning requirements except that the procure-
. ment, transportation, and rxesupply of 17%5MM ammunition now had to be added to
e legistical requirements in the QPLAN, The task force tactical organization
was merely enlarged to inslude a 175 gun platoons

do COn 25 December, the guidance for the artillery organization of the task
ferce was agaln changed to 1na1uoe four 8" howitzers and four 175 guns, This
.. caused significant changes in task force organization and scheduling fires due

to the doubled tactical forsze, Doubled maintenance and logistical reguirements

recuired 2n element from th2z direct support maintenance facility be attached te
the task force. at this time there was still no infommation available as to
what resources or units would be made available to fulfill requirements of CPL/;
(security,observation, external artillery and logistical support).

. e+ another recuest was macde on 26 Dec for informmation concerning units and
resources avallable for support of arty raid so that some coordination could be
made by the task force staff. At 1000 hrs, this unit was informec by 108th Gp
Hig that they would assume command and coordination of the artillery raid. The
date for the raid was changed to 28 December, This unit was infomed that its
only responsibility would be to provide the required 8" howltzer element, At
2200 hrs this unit was notified that it would again assume responsibility for
comnand andg ¢ontrol of the artillery raide The artillery composition was
changed to include four 175kd guns, four 8" howitzers, four 155is howitzers,
and two 105 howitzers. Informmation was also provided that the artillery raid
would be a combined US-ARViv operations Also, designation of uaits to be in
task force was specifieds The battalion commander held a staff briefing and
the CFUKD was published at 0500 hrs, 27 December. -

fo At 1300 hrs on 27 December, the artillery organization was again changed.
The modified task force organization was four 175MM guns and four 155uii howitzexs,
. Later at 1500 hrs, the battalion commander conducted a briefing for task force
elenents at Caup Carroll.

CONPDERNTIAL
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as The oricinal plan was detailed and complete, It was sound enough to
withstand several rwcnlflcaut changes and still be imolemented as §/4 CFORD
7-6% basically as writtens

be The planning providea for necessary double checks to insure the complete-
n2ss of preparation and the success of execution,

c. The plan evolved from a 12 hiour, totally US force 8" howitzer platoon
size rald to a 48 hour,; combined US-ARVik operation involving four 175MM guns
ani four 155 howitzers &5 well as a battalion sized #RViv infantry element and
rther supporting units, and still insured a successful oweration with 34 hours
notice,

de A coordination meeting was held at 1500 hrs 27 December at Camp Carrell
which enabled the CO 1/5 tiech to detail the security force operation and 2nablsd
s13 participating personnel to confimm or change cperating procedures. Eye t2
eve c¢ontact was made among commanders of pa:tlcioatinc forces and guicanse was
recelived from ssnior commandezss Oneration oxder and SCI's were distributad to
211 personnz2l, This mesting was ths k2y te the entire operation,

3, (EAK PGIINTSs

a« Units to be involved in artillery raid were not specified early enough
tu enable adequate coordination with all elements,

b» Crcordination meeiirg was not held with all rear logistical and support
elements provided for in 8/4 (PCRD T=69.

co Visual air reconnaissance and surveillance was not planned in sufficient
cetail to provide for close coverage and coordination over the target area.

de JRViz artillery elements were not brought into the operation early ensugh
to assist in the initial nlanning of the operation,

4, GEWERAL DISCUSSIC: s

a. OCffensive fire planning: 4 tine phased schecule of fires was received
from higher headquarters which required the firing of tarcets 10 minutes apart
whieh were on consistently different azimuths of lay. This list was reworked
gnd targets ¢rouped by azimuth of lay. This enabled the cdesignation of blocks
of targets to facillitate firing. Heavy artillery pieces were able to hit all
turrets in a group from one azimuth of lay which would considerably speed the
firing of the tarcetss all grids were submitted for clearance by block desig-
nation prior to the commencement of the operation, :

b. Defensive fire plannings The original OFLaiv called for an artillery
prep of the firing position. Wwhen the plan was modified to provide for an sRVx
infantry element to secure the fire base the day before the operation was to
begin, this prep was eliidinated. Defensive targets along the route of march
and around the fire base were planned and the flving unit designatec.

:g...s\ mjw ‘dﬁﬁ AG
VoL L EOREIT /' %,
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to Fire coordination plannings all grids to be fired, both offensive and
defensive, were planned to be submitted for clearance prior to the operation.
The plan was to submit these grids to 5/4 arty fcr appropriate clearance so
that fires would be free for task force direction, &ll grids west of YOOO grid
line were cleared by 2nd ~RVi: Regt prior to the commencement of the operation,
The yrids were not cleared by 5/4 irty as planned. Flans for clearing of fires
from ECB required that a small F3CC with AWCC be established at EC3, This FSCC
would be in contact with all forces in the target area and with all firing ele=
ments, The final clearance to fire all targets regardless of all other clear-
ance vould come from this FSCC at ECB, 4ir warning data would be posted at the
ESS AqCCe  Alw warning data of all fires coming from the east of YOOQ grid line
would be posted with Red Devil Arty.

¢o Fire direction: All units were to be fired through their own FUC's in
accordance with the schedule of fire, XXIV Corps artillery SOF reguires that
ithree checks be made of all firing data. Therefore, a forward FOC was planned
to accomplish the primary and secondary checks and the third check would be
ansomplisiiad by the 8/4 Bn FDC located at Dong Ha for all US units firing from
tuSa Tae thixd check for US units firing from other locations would be accon-
plishad by the 8/4 Bn FDC at Dong ifa.

s Logisticss Emergency air resupply was planned for Class I, Class I1i
and Class V. This was prepositioned at this headquarters and was rigged for
immediate air pick-up if n2sded. Parts problems were projected and a basic
lnad of gspare parts was caxvied with the task force., Also, a maintenansce ela=~
mant fron the direct suppori maintenance organization was attached to the task
force for any necessary highar echelon maintenance sexrvice.

fo Cround forces: s security element was planned for the road march es
well as the firing position. The position was secured the day before the opera-
tion comnenced and ground sescurity forces remained in position during the entire
occupation. Frovision was wacde for road sweep of the entire route of warch both
wefore initial occupation and before return march. A Treact force was also consti-
tuted 2nd remained on stand=by during the operation. The perimeter defeiise was
manned by #RVii infantry forces involved in the operation as well as Cav forces
and 55%s and 1id42alts,

. ¢e Uperationss A command post woulcd be established at &ZCB for direct con-
trol of the entire operation. i rear command post was ma2intained 2t Dong Ha to
provide a point of continuous contact for rear elements and to provide a secondary
means of control. All logistical supplies and ARA would be staged at the rear
CP to improve response to requirements and facilitate communications,

he arty forcess 175iM guns were planned to engage distant targets along
the Laotian border from the DMZ on the north and as far south as range capability
would permit. These were augnented by 155 howitzers to provide an intemediate
range capability. External artillery support of ECB was to ke proviced by 105k
howitzers for close in defensive fires around the fire base as well as zlong the
route of fire, 8" and 1754M weapons located at FSB's Carroll and C2 were also
on call for defensive fires.

¢
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= 1% Comaunicati ong annings

. (1) & task force I was prepar~»i and distributed to all participating
personnel at 1600 hrs 27 Decembel 19&l,

. (2) The TF command net was plammzd £o be opensd at 1000 hrs 28 Dec and all
participating personnel would entex %his net.

(3) The following radio nel- wexe plannzd for the operation:
(a) TF command net
(b} Fire direction net T
(¢) Grid clearance and fire coordination
(d') air control
(e) air wearning
(£) &sir Cav control

. (g) 'Base‘defense
(n) Convoy anc movement control
(i) TD secure net

. o {3) One spare frequency
| (4) Emergency signals and warning were included in the SGI

‘ (5) Flans reguired twelve radio sets, three antennze sets RC 252 and one
log veriodic antennae be used to support the TF,

(&) kestor equipment was planned for use for convoy movement but it was
cdeternined that security forces and support units traveling with the TF did not have
this equipments Therefore this plan was cancelled,
5¢ REQOMMEIDATICHESS

a, That ®RVii forces be ‘bi‘ought‘ into the operation curlng the initial
planning stege. ' .

e That participating forces be tasked by appropriate levels of command to
facilitate planning, coordinstion and preparation of orders for the operatium.

¢» That the security and extracting forces plans be prepared and coordi-
nated along with the initiazl artillery nlan.
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EXECUTION OF THE ARTILLERY RAID

1, COMMALD Ailu CCNTROLs Thic osperation was exesuted essentially as planned in
operation nrder 7-6S. The major zxception was that the TF commander did not
have commend of all U5 forces pasticipating in the rald. This ceviation ereated
ne significant problems since all perticipating forces operated a radio on the
TF commanc net, liaison was establiched between all units and all units were
Familiar with the overall plan of the operation,

Zo Command and control was provided initially by direct communication bstween
the TF coumander and the commander of the US forces tasked with the responsibil-
ity for clearing and securing the route of maxch and the position area, When
the security of the posliticn at ECE was nearing completion the deputy TF com-
uander with the TF reconnaissance party was moved to the forwarc ares. The TF
cormnander established 2 rear CF at Camp Carroll in order to have cirect zccess
to 21l participating artillery units. .hen reconnzissance of the position was
coupleted by the deputy TF comuander, the artillery batteries advanced parties
sere cisplaced forward to ECB, Artillery survey was initiated at this time in
orcder to establish exact lecation and common direction for all firlng elements,
Shortly after departure of the battery reconnalssance partles, the artillery
waarous wera displaced forward, The move was orderly and both batteries moved
into nocition and prepared to fire on targets designated by the schedule of
fimes, 7Tr commander's CF was then displaced to ECE and all facilities were
eztablished to control the operation as followss

as The TF deputy CO reverted to the TF S=3,

be Torward FOC was set up with FADAC to compute and check firing data
for the 5/175 gun battery and tocheck data for other artillery batteries firing
in sumort of the operation,

¢. Cperation center was set up to control the firing portion of the exex-
cice, Llaison officers from ARVii firing battery, Air Cav were located in the
operation center with the TF S-3, The Alr Cav liaison officer provided im=
pact clearance for all tarcets in the 10lst ABd Division reconnaissance zone
and coordinated gunships andé visual observation with the artillery,

de TF coammand post was established to control the entire overation. The
air warning control center (4:/CC) and liaison officers from ARVl and US secur-
ity forces and the ARA liaison officer were located at the TF CPs

ee Communicationss all planned racdio nets were established. A switch-
boaxd was set up and land lines from security forces, firing batteries, TD FDC
znd TF CF were instulled, Direct lines were laid between TF CF and FUG to
facilitate comnunications between ACC, TF $-3, Cav and ARA liaison officers.

fo st 1415 hrs both command posts were established, firing data was checked
and was completed for the first block of targets for each battery. Clearance
was also received, ’ ‘
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= ge 4t 1428, B/34 VARVi) fired the first round of the exercise. The entire
T filrihg exercise was conducted in accordance with the schecdule of flire as shown
. in CFCRD 7-69 with the exception of the 5/175 gun battery. This exception
cealt only with time lags due to molfunction of the guns from time to time.
riowever, 3¢ echelon orcdnance technicians from the 178th iiaintenance were on the
. spot and assisted in keeping the gumns ups

e The method of attacking tarcets were planned in target blocks. A dir-
ection was determined to the cenier of a group of taryets and the artillery
weapons were lald on that direction. All targets within the block could be
fired W/o shifting trails, Block targeting facilitated control of the air
spece over the olujective area and integration of aRa with caninon artillerys
fen the aircraft pilot arrived in the areaz air data was posted.after which
time the ARa liaison officer (seated next to ACC officer) gave the pilot
target block to be engageds :hen the aircraft were over theé object area the
specific target was spnecified to the pilot. 4ARA and gunship pilots were fur-
nished with the entiré st¢hecule of fires, .hile the artillery engaged targets
to the northwest, Alta éngaced targets tb the west and southivests Fleas were
ande to switeh ARA and cannon artillery but weather ¢ic not pemit aircraft
flichts in the northwest portion of the objective areas

iso. Firing was continuous throuchout the night aiid there were no accidents
. or iicidents reporteds The entire operation was executed smoothly and effi~
ciently. All persoimel were enthuslastic and displayed a sense 0f urgencys

jo Fire support coordination was accomplished by the following personnel:

(1) 53, 3/4 Deputy task force commander and fire support
. coordinator
(2) asst 33, 8/4 Assistant fire support coordinator
(5) Cps NCC, 8/4 NCCIC
. . (4) 1yNo, 2/17 Ca, Ground clearance
101st wbii Div
{5) Lo, C/4/77 AR, ARA Control
- 101st abn Div :
(8) LiC, 108th Group Alrclearance and A#CC
(7) Lic, 8/ ARVY Liaison

Once set up there were no significant problems in the execution of the fire
- suppoxt coordination functione Point of origin clearances were obtzlned through
102t Group S3 prior to the start of the operations Foint of impact clearances
vere given by LiiGy 2/17 Cav for 10lst Abn Div recon zone and by 2nd ARVi Regt
throuyh 106th arty G LiC for 2nd aRVi: iCe alr warndng was vosted with A CC

#t Elliott and Red Devil Arty.

®
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k. ietro: iietro data was received from 8/4 metro section at Camp Carroll.

There wes no problem in receipt and passing of metro data to both batteries of
task force Smith,

s  STRGIG FOIITSs

2. The scheduling of fires by blocks and target numbers facilitated every
aspect of target engagement and fire support coordinations This method facili-
tated air space control and coordination as well as ARA utilization. Further,
it simplified ¢rid clearance and communications concerning firing., ilost impor-
tantly it enabled coordinated and efficient heavy artillery attack of targets by
¢iiminating the necessity to consistently relay the weapons,

be The use of aRA to engage targets and to give visual recon 2ided signifi-
cantly in complete coverage of the task force targets.

c. The schedule of fires was flexible enough to allow targets of opportunity
to be engaged.

4, WEAK PCIuT: The ability to observe the fires was extremely restricted by
the weather, Except for a portion of the missions fired by the 4Ra, there was
no dartage assessment,

4o DISCUSSICH: lione

5o REQUHMERDATICHs That tarceting for future artillery raids be designated
by blocks. ,

TaBss V

se  Sumaary of firing

be Hap desicnating block scheculing

Ce Extract from staff jouraal

De i Surveillance

E., Initial OPLAN

E. Initial CPCRD

Tl &
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WIT
5/175 guns
5/175 guns
5/175 guns
5/175 guns
5/175 guns
5/175 cuns
5/175 guns
5/175 guns
afc/4 8"
a/3/4
A/5/4

ARVii 155T

ARV 155T

ARVii 155T
ARVIY 155T
ARV 155T
ARVis 155T
5/175 guns
5/175’guns
5/175 guns
5/175 guns

B/8/4 guns

&¢ 59280/URS 853/280

1i0_CF_RDS

TLiE

* ROS TIRED PER-BLOCK

LOCATION FIRE) FRGEH

Ga
144
84
6

120
84
50
32
32
12
14

40

TOTAL 1309 rds
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1430
1713
2050
2352
0010
0245
0513
0734
170¢
1810
2400
1428
1708
1908
2008
0420
0623
1540
1820
2120
0020
1530

Elliott
Elliott
Elliott
Elliott
Elliott
Elliott
Elliott
| Elliott
Caimnp Carroll
Camp Carroll
Camp Carroll
Elliott
Elliott
Elliott
Elliott
Elliott
Elliott
Cemp Carroll
Camp Carroll
Canp Carroll
Camp Carroll
C-2
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BLOCK LOGATICIS

wear southwestern boundary of [0

southeast of khe Sanhy 1 L north of Lans

* Southeast of Co Roc near Laotian onrder in Zouth Vietnua

" siorth of Co Roc near Laotian border in Scuth ¥ietnam

iest of Kne Sanh near Laos

northaéf block #5

Cn and south of southwestern boundary of DiZ near Laos

Ia 5360 grid on Cam Lo River

lest of Calu near the Calu and Chio mountains

In the Da Long Valley and bordering hills near Czlu

In 8361 ¢rid on Canm Lo River

Sume place as block #8 |

South of Calu aﬁd éhio mountains on the Guang Tri River

Sae place aé blotk 10

In and around Calu on and around iHighway 9 and wuang Tri River
3 K's south Ke Soc it. on Trinh Hin River west of Rockpile
South of Khe Sanh and Dang lit, and north of route 9

South of kKhe sanh and Juong Joa and ruaniig east ahd south of hichway 9
cear 7750 cric

South of Calu near Laos

Cn and in DiZ funning 2 K's north and 3 K's south of southern boundary near
on 848 ¢ric

4 TNCL 2
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LA . DAILY STAFF J AL OR DUTY OF R'S LOG » . PAGE NO. 1 NO. OF PAGES
i Sl BB o ——
‘ résk Force Solth FSB Elliott oo A
i 0001 |28 Dec 69 [2400 |2 Dec 69 |
T  INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC, | ACTION TAKEN | IHE
1 |06 | |oCpened log for Ias_ktorce snith
2 | 0630 | - |M5 started from FSB Elldott
3. | 0920 | |MS.conpleted at CP 70
4 | o030 TF @ departed Dong Ha
"5 | 102 | anvea@
6 | 1021 'rsaaaepartedm-m
1 7 | no0 | B/34 recon party departed Camp Camu
1@ | s | [5/1% recon pasty departed Camp Garzoll _
9 | 1200 | | TF G arrived FSB Elliott o
|10 {1200 | |B/34 vecon arrved FSB ElMott
b; 1210 | 5/175 recon arrived FSB Elllott
12 1216 | |B/s4 quns departed camp Carroll
113 {100 | |5/175 quns departed Canp Carroll
@ | 1=0 __ | B/34 last dun arrived FSB ans.m
15 1810 |  |5/175 last gun arrived FSB Elliott
16 | 1330 53[175 laid and ready to fire »
1| 1340 B/34 laid and Feady to fize
8 | 142 B/34 fired first round
19 | 1430 ‘ 5 fired firet x :
20 | 2445 | |5/175 qun i went_down
21 | os00 |° lose lo
@

PED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER-OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY 8IGNATURE
g ; » .
TNEY E. mISK‘, MAJ, FA ‘ .

D 535";: 'l 5 94  PREVIOUS EDITION OF THIS FORM I3 OBSOLETE. # GPO: 1069 0—343.783/345
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: SEQ‘V,:
< DAILY STAFF J AL OR Dl.l'h > ’$° I;0|G‘
T ‘ onent agen
Taa o B rbhi e ARG e e

L J

YT T rrarrrern
S Aa e phihis, forni et S itary Operationa. 1l 2 ‘
RCANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED
blask Force Smith | FsB Bl1tett FSTEATE _ rv— TR
| 0001 | 29 Dec 69 | 1200|29 Dec 69
.4 T : INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. acTion Taken | Nl
1 [o0001| | openedog
2 | os| | 5/17 hes'1 qun up and 3 guné down Controlled can~_
| 1 for ’e‘lev'atim“r stripped nibalation to
1 fo‘: nitw{en ‘leak ropaired guns
1 for aée tube ufe
3lomo| ~ |sim %gun# up for firing _
4 | o500 ' 5/175 2 gun up; 1 down for elevation motor
_. ' frozen
s | ono N 5/175 1 gun up{ 1 down for hydralic problem
| 6| o1 | mine sueep departed amm |
F om0 ' ‘__{"lllne sweep X2
g | osoal | us fnund canister w/det cord 100 meters
| | | ‘nosth of G 53 dest dn placeg Tes crater.
& |l | %ftdia,ﬁft deep
9 | oo20| 4 '. s campleted at CP 70 fetusning to FSB
| | ensett |
10 | o940 s z'eturned to ssa Elliett
11 | 0950 B/34 depax“ted Elliott for Carroll
12 | 1000 5/175 completed ﬂrlnl
13| 1020 5/175 departed muatt-fer Carroll
14 | 1030 IF CP departed Ellfott fervnang Ha
1050 _B/34 closed at Carroll
i 1110 8/175 elosed at Carroll - 1

TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER -OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY

SIGNATU
) -

DA 5% 1594
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M . DAILY STAFF J AL OR DUTY [¢) 06 . PAGE NO. NO. OF PAGES
S R use ot)ﬁnis form the proponent ugency is 2 5

ce of epu_iyoéhie{ of sm% for Eﬁlhcry perations.

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED
" . : . FROM : To
' o o HOUR BATE ’ HOUR DATE ‘
Task Force Smith ' FSB Elliott 0001 | 29 Dec 69 | 1200| 29 Dee¢ &9
— e — ' | INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN s
17| 1200 | e elosed at Dong l-la
18 o __| Bounds fired during operation

-175m A\ms 5/175 (scs) 531

5/175 (cc) 90

- B/8/4 ‘ 40
SHor . Mofs o4
oo (ARW) B/34 404
r’ | | mAC//TT b 84
' : 1 R "10157‘ 15
40MM 490

b a B R 7462 (mind gun) 2100
’ R -_-‘mmmzzswm c/6/33

|. ToTAL Mewo EXPENDED 4,121

__.;__1290 ’I._g?closed

PED NAME AND GRADE ?F_oFF\CERvoR OFFICIAL ON DUTY - SIGNATUR .
COURTNEY E. FRISK, MAJ, FA . ' .

. DA , f'gsl“‘l 5 94 ) PREVIOUS EDITION OF THIS FORM (3 OBSOLETE, % GBOy tt&RE‘TBa/aﬁo
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S ® conmpENTIAL ¢

GRID SURVETLLANCE
‘ A2 §35212 -fiyhooc:hes destroyed w/secondary explosion
X 834210» er:gaced bunkér complex
X0 965236 2 hooches destroyed
D 918l76 1 hooch destroyed
A 765272 3 hoochés cestroyed
XD 184285 2 construction sites dansged
VD 0304 )« ( ' 1 hooch destroyed
YD 042431 1 anchored sampan destroyed
@ v o 1 hooch destroyed
YD 042422 1 shelter destroyed
YD 025425 1 hooch destroyed
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«7

€@§§éﬁ£i€ﬁ&i Copﬁo. S of ?D'Copies
' ' HQ, 8th Bn, 4th Arty
Dong Ha, RVN '
270300H Dec 1969

OPORD 7-69 (U) . S
Reference: Map Vietnam: 1:50,000 Cam Lo, Sheet 63421

Task Organization: Annex A, Task Organization,
1. (C) SITUATION.
a, Enemy Forces: Current INTSUM

: b. Friendly Forces: Current SITREP. No concurrent operations
planred,

c. Attachments, See Annex A, Task Organization,

2, (C) MISSION. Task Force Smith d1splaces on order,on 28 Dec west of Camp
Carroll to conduct a 48 hour artillery raid on preplanned targets.

3. (C) EXECUTION , N

a. Concept of operations (Annex B, Operation Overlay; Annex C, Artillery
Raid Schedule of Fires). This operation involves the movement of an artillery
Task Force to the west along QL 9 to Elliot Combat Base to conduct an artillery
raid in the western sector of Northern I Corps. ARVN forces will secure LZ
Elliot and surrounding terrain prior to EENT on 27 Dec, Three concurrent rosd
sweeps will commence on 28 Dec to clear route of march from Dong Ha Combat
Base and Camp Carroll to LZ Elliot prior to the movement of Task Force Smith.
3/5 Cav and 1/44 Arty will position fixed road security during progress of
r>ad sweep from Khe Gio Bridge to LZ Elliot in. order to secure Task Force Smith
during movement, Task Force Smith will echelon forward on order to occupy LZ

Elliot.
b. Task Force Smith (-) |
(1) Displace by echelon from Camp Carroll on ordér%
(2) Road march to preplannéd fire base to conduct artillery raid,
- (3) Depart fire bésa on order for road march back to Camp Carroll,
c. __1/2 TN (ARVN) |
(1) Secure LZ Elliot piiior to i-‘.éNT, 27 Dec 694

(2) Assist 3/5 Cav and 1/44 Arty in providing road security between
Khe Gio Bridge and 'LZ Elljot,. ‘

(3) Ddsplace 1 Company from Dong Ha Combat Base at 280700 Dec as
Toad sweep from DHCB to Cam Lo, Oscupy high ground to SE of LZ Elliot.

(4) Provide perimeter defense for duration of raid,
e 5 e _ - POWNCRADED AT 3 VEAR IRMTEBVUALS
@QN%Z@EM“ Al * BECUASSIFIED AFTFN 13 YEARS

DOD BIF 536A.16
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L (cq}\-t) . CONFIDENTIAL

(5) Ewtrect from fire base on order,

d. 3/5 Cav,, 1Pt

(1) Er,urt Cam Lo at 230700 hemzd Des with 14th Engineer Bn road
sweep team to sweep (U ¢ to check noint 7C.

{(2) Lirk up with ARVN road sweep teem from Camp Carroll at gheck-
print 70,

(3) Continue road sweep to LZ Elliot.

(4) U#ilize APC’s to establish fixed security posts along QL 2
from Xhe Gio Bridge to LZ Eiliot in coordination with 1/44 Arty,

(5) Two M-60 tanks will ascompany read sweep team into LZ Elliot
to assume perimeter defense posts,

(8) Withdrsw fixed sesurity posts to LZ Elliot as ordered and
:einferce verimeter defense,

{7) Provide road security for Task Force Smith return road marche.
g, 3th 175 Guns. (I75M4), 2 Plis

(1) Dieplnce 2 piis 3334 gmaucition vehiclzs as 3rd eshelon of
Task Force Smitkh.

(2) Diepizcs 3 vehisnle advaare party as aitechment to 2nd sehelon,
Tack Force Smith, -

(3) Fire pre-plamed targets of artilierf reid,
f. A/8/a (8")

(1) Displace unit plus 4 ammunition vehicles as 2nd echelon of Task
Force Smlth. .

(2) Displace 3 wehicle advance party as attachment to lst echelon,
Task Force Smith.

(3) Fire pre-planned targets of artillery raid.
E&V_Arty (155T) 2 pits.
(1) Displace 2 plts as 1lst echelon of Task Force Smith.
(2) Fire pre-planned targets of artillery raid,
h. A/6/33 (105T),.1 P1t
(1) Displace 1 platoon as 4th echelon of Task Force Smith,

(2) Displace 2 vehicle advande party as attachment to 3rd echelon,
Task Force Smith, , .

@QNEE@EM 1AL
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.7 1N (Con't) "p

o (3) Fire rre-planned targets of artlllery raid operating with FIC,
. 8/4 as secondary deia check,

i, 1/44 Artvy 2 seds, MA2AL and MBS Corbjned.

a7

. (1) Provide security for W i‘r““?rr**y company departing Dong Ha
Cowbat Rase at 280700 Dec as road swesn of (L 9 from DMCB to Cam Lo.

(2) Hotablich fined road security posts alorg 'UL9 from %he Gio Bridee
to LZ Ziliot in coordination with 3/5 Cav,

(3) tkdraw fined securitiv posts to LZ Ellict on order and rein-
force perlmet c‘ofensen

(4) Provide rcad segurity for Taszk Force Smith return road marche

Div Ard:\ Lo ST oy GS-R 8 ﬁ”%
o N 3 —-—
3. 3J-=-e+ Airoorne. Div{A4), AfA. 1 section rema»ﬁ—era—-lﬁ—rrn-nﬂ%e/—‘s’_%a—m-b

k., 14th Eng Brn, 1 Sweep team

. (1) Conduct road swoen of AL 9 from Cam Le to check-point 70,

{2) Contirue sweer to LZ Etliot and eweep eniire LZ in preparation
for arrival of Task Force
1. 108th Tp, :#0s. rxovide asrial rzcen snd csbservetion o Task Furce
@ o |

m, Artillery

(1) Provide artillery coverags for preplenned torgets along routs
of march.

(2) Be prepared to fire on call targets f;)r defense of fire baze,
(3) Annex D, Arty Support Plan.

n. Support
(1) XXIV Corps

(a) Provide 1 CH-47 and one CH-54 with full crews on 15
minute standby for emergency resupply capability,

(b) Paragraph 4, Administration and Logistics.
(2) HQ/8/4., Paragraph 4, Administration and Logistics.
‘ (3) All units will be responsible for organic support except as

specified in paragraph 4, Administration and Logistics.

3
; | @@NE@BE
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| ooty @ CDNFEBEW@

b Reserve. 2nd Arvn Regt wiilvprovide react force on 15 minute stand-by
~ p. Coordinating Instructions

(1) 2nd ARyn Rsgt will provide ar erglich speaking officer to act as
liaison for CO, Tack Force Smith with 3/& _Inf (ARVN),

(2) . 211 artillery units «ill utilize MET message broadsast from 8/4
Arty MET Station at Camp Carroli, Timzs of broadcasts 0900, 1500, 2100, C2C0;

Troquertys 756183 Call Signs Azud Sizeo A6,

3 ‘M_Arty (ARVN), Sth 175 Cuns will run indepencant FICe.
A/8/4 and A/5/33 will check data with Er FIC, 8/4 Arty.

(4) Communiﬁations during moverent will be by secure mode.
4, (2) .AﬁMEHISTRAT£ON AND LCCISTICS
'a;{ Supply
(1) Class I. ,
(a) C-rations sufficient for 2 days : will be carried.

{b) Emergency resupply will be effected from organic uni:
T2Sources,

(¢) Coordination may be effected with 8/4 for preposi-
tioning of class 1 at Love Field for air pick-up, '

(d) 101st Airborne Div (AM) will provide rigging equipmeat,
(e) Resupply will be effected from CP/8/4 by CH-47,

(2) Classes II & IV: No additions or deletions.

(3) Ciass III,
(a) AN véhicl?s will be topped of f prior to 280700 Dec,

(b) A1l vehicles will utilize organic load carrying capa-
bility to fullest extent.

(c) 8/4 will preposition 300 gallons of diesel and 100
gallons of mogas completely rigged for air pick-up at Love Field, CP/8/4,
by CH-47, o

(4) Class Vv,
(a) All individuals will carry double basic load.

(b) All automaiic weapons will have double basic load.

4
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. " LAN (Con' s o i) oo geeo
oo (c) A/8/4-will d1sp1ace by organic geans 300 rounds 5th 175
Guns will displace 600 rounds by organic means,’ 3[32 Arty (ARVN will dis=

plage. rounds by organic means, and A/6/33 will displace 150 HE,
30 be€hive;’ and 60 Illum. by organic means.

(d) 8/4 will prene sition’ 16,700 rounds 5.56MM, 10,000 rounds
7.76MM, 6000 rounds .50 Cal ﬂruunds 4v 100 frag grenades, M6 at
Love Field, CP/8/4 rigged fO“ ; D*ck-up. ﬂ}'r 150 rounds 8" and 200 rounds
1750 will be prepositioned for #ir pick-up et Love Field,

‘.‘,q

(e) 101st Aiborne D;y\\ﬂr; will prov1de :rigding . equipment

(f) Emergency resiugply w1‘§:*° effected from Cr/8 4 by CH-54
and units may coordinate with 8/4 Arty for prepositioning ammuﬂltlon for air
pisk-upe

(g) Eight ammunition (8"/17G%i) vehicles will be prepositioned
at Camp Carroll. The remaining loaded vehicles will echelon forward from
Dong Ha Coibat Base after 280700 Dec to Camp Carroll to stand by for resupely
»s needed,

b, Services
(1) Maintenance
(a) Units will displace with organmic malntenance czpability,

(b) Maintenance Task Force personnel from 178th Ma1ntenance
Company will displace with trail party,

(¢) Two trail parties will be constituted.

(1) Trail party for 2nd echelon will consist of M8,
abd M62 directed by motor officer, 8/4 Arty.

(2) Trail party for 3rd echelon will consist of M51
and M62 with maintenance Task Force personnel with shop vana

(2) Medical services. Medevac will be available through "Glossy
Pinner," primary freqy 47.40; alternate freg: 46,90,

5 (C) COMMAND AND SIGNAL
a, Signal
(1) Unit 01 in effect for internal control of mdjor elements,

(2) Task Force Smith I in effect for control and coordination
of major elements in the Task Force.

(3) The following cyphers are in effect: AKAK 8159G, KAC-PE 257/
Ta“c, and KAC-CE' 655/TSEC,

(4) Commanders of all major elements are required to operate in
the Task Force Command Net.,

CONFIDENTIA
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: ® CONFIDENT

LA (Con't)

. (5) Task Force Command Net Control will be Rainy stoner 16, Bn
FIC, 8/4 Arty. : o ' :

(6) Units possessing Nestor equipment will utilize the equipment
to the fullest extent possible to include during road movement for convoy
control. Rainy stoner b,Bn Fm,'&‘/d Arty will be NCS for this net. A secure
frequency has been provided for this use in Task Force Smith S0I.

b. Command
(1) Bn CO, 8/4 Arty will command Task Force Smith,

(2) CP, Task Force Smith will be at Camp Carroll until opproxi-
maley 281000 hrs Dec when it will displace to LZ Elliot.

(3) Report SP and all check points,

Acknowledge,
SMITH
LTC
ANNEXES: J A - Task Organization
/B - Operation Overlay
JC - Artillery Raid Schedule of Fires
/D - Artillery Support Plan

DISTRIBUTION: 2 ea element, Task Force Smith

GFFMCIAL Y

/éiéyé/ s :A“ E
3

PRISK
S.
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7 cdex A (Task Organization) to OPORD 7-69--Task Force Smith
Task Force Smith

Inf (ARVN)
3/5 Cav, 1 plt
5%h 175 Guns (175MM), 2 plte
A/8/4 (8)

" Arty (155T) (ARVN), 2 piis

£/6/33 (105T), tplt
1/id Arty, 2 sqds, M42A1 and M55 combined.
2/101st Airborne Div (AM), ARA, 1 sectdon
14th Eng, 1 sweep tean

108th Gp, 2 AOs

Tzsk Force Smith 4rtillery
B/8/4 (1751)

C/6/33 ‘1057T)

A/52 (105T) (ARVN)

Task Force Smith Support
XX1V Corps
8/4 Arty

CONFIDENTIAL
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1.

Time

B40 hrs

H+3 hrs

H+3 hrs

B+9 hrs

E+9 hrs

H+11 hrs

" Anfex G (Schedule of fires) to OPORD 7-69 Task Force Smith.

CONEIDENTIAI®

5th 175MM Gun Self Propelled
Azimuth of fire 5050

Grid

XD689622
XD715608
XD745640
XD743627
XD678657
XD677640
XD682629
XD677621
XD679609
XD688651
XD691661

XD902268
XD903267
XD899241
XD905237
XD919239
XD902230
XD903233
XD892259
XD894 244
XD901236
XD902268
XD903267
XD899241
XD905237
5919239
XD902230
XD903233
XD894244,

XD787297
XD783302
XD784296
XD8/48286
XD851296
XD855294
XD848286

Fuse Method of Fire _Ammo expendituras
Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe
RE&D 1 Zone 3 gs
Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 3 ge
Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 3 ge
Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 3 ge
Q&D 1 Zone 3 ge
Azimuth of fire 3500
Q&D - 1 Zone 2 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 2 ge
Q&D 1 Zone 2 ge
Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe
QD 1 Zone 2 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 2 qge
R&D 1 Zone 2 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe
Q&D 1 Zohe R ge
Q&D 1 Zone 2 ge
Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 2 ge
Q&D 1 Zone 2 ge
Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe
QD 1 Zone 2 ge
Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe
Azimuth of fire 380C
Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe
Q&D - 1 Zone 3 ge
Q&D 1 Zone 3 ge
Q&D 1 Zone 3 qge
Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe
Q&D 1 Zone 3 qge
QD 1 Zone 3 q¢
 EDRISIDEAT N,
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CONEIDENTIAL

Annex C (Schedule of fires) to OPORD 7-69 Task Force Smith,

kzimath of fire 4150

Tine Grid Fuse Method of Fire Ammo expenditure
E+11 hrs  XD756408  Q&D 1 Zone 2q¢ 8 |

XD758408 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe.

XD734376  Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe

XD7.0340 Q%D 1 Zone 2 qe

XD788358 Q&D 1 Zone 2 ge 8

XD758408 Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8

H+13 hrs

Azimuth of fire 4400

H+13 hrs XD749439  Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8
XD711471 Q&D 1 Zone 2 ge 8
XD692440  Q&D 1 Zone 2 ge 8
XD711471 | Q&D 1 Zone 2 qge 8
XD719413  Q&D 1 Zone 2 qe 8
D147 Q&D 1 Zone 2 ge 8

H+15 hrs
Azimuth of fire_A'?OO
H+15 hrs XD68664L5  Q&D

1 Zone 3 qe 12&?@
XD686555  Q&D 1 Zone 3 ge 12 / éi;
XD735530  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12 & & LO{K

1

XD739509 Q&D Zone 3 qe 12
XD671529/672529 ~ Q&D - 1 Zone 3 qe 12
ID671529  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12wt

‘H+17 hrs

Lzimuth of fire 5100

H+17 hrs  XD678657 Q&D 1 Zone 3 gqe 12
' XD682629  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12
XD677621  Q&D 1 Zone 3 ge 12 i§>ii3 iﬁ
XD679609  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12 O LT
XD688651 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12
XD691661  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12
H+19 hrs o
total rounds expended 600
CONFIDENTIAL
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| ® CONFDENTIAL @
Afnex C (Schedule of fires) to OPORD 7-69 Task Force Smith

2. A Btry, 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery

hzinuth-of Iine-5500
Tine Grid - Fuse Method of Fire Ammo expenditure
H+O-hpe—ADSHETT—RED- +Zoro—3F-go——— 12
ZDES06RT—r&D- }-Zere—3-¢ 32
N L] [ 2 ¥ 3 = \1@ L LY
W83618—Q&D— 3 Zone-3-go————IR-
¥B8926+2—Q&D- i—Zone-3—go—— 2
_1589262'1—@&-2 ‘l Z\IMU 3 Qe 12
H+2hrs4Omin S ‘ ~.
\ | S200
Azimuth of Fire<SE0o—
H+2hrs4iOmin XD930608  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12 5
: XD934608 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12 % IS i bl
- XD835604  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe 12 53
H+2hratOmin 7, °
Azimuth of Fire 30
Ht1hr20min XD943464 . Q&D- 1 Zone 3 qe
- . XD98415  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe
H+1hr20min . o

-

4Lzimuth of Fire -36e

H+6 hrs YD030453 Q&D 1 Zone 3 ge

YD032448 Q&D 1 Zone 3 ge

YD035452 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe

YDO20441  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe

- YDO36434 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe

YD038431 Q4D 1 Zone 3 qe

YDOAO461  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe

YD051429  Q&D 1 Zone 3 ge

YD065431 Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe

YDO72410  Q&D 1 Zone 3 ge

TDOR4444  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe

YDOR5444  Q&D 1 Zone 3 qe

YD088459 QD 1 2Zone 3 ge
H+12hrs30min ' -

total rounds expended 288
CONFIDENTIAL
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| @ CONFIDENTIAL @
irmex C (Schedule of Fires) to OPORD 7-69 Task Force Smith.

L. 6/33 105 towed

-Agimuth of Fire 4900

Time Grid Fuse Method of Fire: Ammo expenditure
B+0 hrs XD960554  Q&D plt 3 3 qe 18

XD953547 Q& plt 3 3 qe 18

XD955554 - -Q&D plit 3 3 ge 18

XD965559  Q&D .. plt 3 3 qe 18
H+2hr4{Omin Rt

-~

Azimth of Fire 370 & 2600

Ht?hr4Omin XD93060 QD  plt 3 3 ge-. 18
XD934608  Q&D plt 3 3ge - 18
0935606  Q&D plt 3 3 ge 18

totel rounds expended 126
30 rounds of bee hive will be kept on hand for emergency use.
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@ CONFDENTIAL @

" ifinex C (Schedule of Fires) OPORD 7-69 Task Force Smith.

. 5 tft 175 firing from Camp Cerroll
Time Grid Fuse Method of Fire Ammo expenditure
. Azimuth of Fire 4300

B+0 hrs  XD793406 Q8D plt 2 4

XD793415  Q&D plt 2 4

K XU795404 Q8D plt 2 A

O™ I79339L QD plt 2 4

%gj@i XD821401 - Q&D plt 2 4

i 1 xD845393 Q&D plt 2 4

% XD822386  QaD plt 2 4

XD821376 QD plt 2 4

H+4 hrs

“Azimuth of Fire 4100

H+4 hrs XD862394  Q&D plt 2 A
10873394 G&D plt 2 4
L ) 4 XD841381  (Q&D pit 2 4
, @ XD855384  QAD plt 2 4
) XD85438, Q&D plt 2 4
XD871382 Q&D plt 2 L
XD895376  Q&D plt 2 4
XD883362 - Q8D plt 2 4
. H+7 hrs
Azimuth of Fire 4650
H+7 hrs XD785502  G&D plt 2 A
\% XD780501 Q&D plt 2 A
. XD769501  Q&D plt 2 4
H+8 hrs
Azimuth of Fire 3500
H#8 hrs XD011338 Q&D plt 1 2
YD008332 Q&D plt 1 2
¥DO08322 &b plt 1 2
~ YDO11302 Q&D plt 1 2
@@ YD016302  G&D plt 1 2
¥YD991333  Q&D plt 1 2
XD985328 &D plt 1 2
XD981301 GQ&D plt 1 2
XD987304  Q&D plt 1 2
XD994339 Q&D plt 1 2
X0D995316  Q&D plt 1 2
H+15 hrs ‘
. total rounds expended 98
‘ . {)Cmﬁs\ j@ 1"" fffﬁxiz
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Annex- G (Schedule of Fires) to OPORD 7-69 Task Force Smith.

6 B Btry, gth Battalion, 4th Artlllery C-2

Time Grid

H+0 hrs XD828643
XD821634
XD826617
XD834630
XDB36665
XD844631
XDBL0640
XD84 3667

XD8LLELT

XD853659
H+2 hrs

€ ONEIDERY

Azimth of Fire 4700

Fuse

D
Q&b
Q&D
Q&D
Q&D
QD
Q&D
Q&D
D
D

DECLASSIFIED

Method of Fire

Btry
Btry
Btry
Btry
Btry
Btry
Btry
Btry
Btry
Biry

PO G AT QY W S N G Y

Ammo expenditurs

I o e aat

total rounds expended 40

]
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Annex D (Fire Support Plan) To OPORD 7-69 —- Task Force Smith

“ 1« Organization

B/8/4 (175MM) FSB C-2 .
C/6/33 (105T), FSB Fuller
NV 105T)(ARVN), FSB Sarge -

2. Missioni All elements of Task Ferca Smith Artillery will be in
direct support of Task Forz~ Inith.

3. Execution o :

a, Conecept of Operation. A1l defrreive targets and on-call convoy
defensive targets will be cleared to iir prw or to EENT, 27 Dec. and will
remain on czll for the duration of the cuoration. Priority of fire to
infantry security force until 280700 Dec 69.

b. Convoy defensive targets

(}7 0/6/33 (105T)

XF1050 L YD0212 5570
XF1051 'YDO188 5629
XF1052 100153 5636
XF1053 YDOO82 5620
XF1054 ID0022 5629
XF1055 . XD9959 5617
XF056 = XD9948 5578
XF1057 XD9904 5565 Nl
XF1058 XD9899 5527 _ Sy
XF1059 XD9861 5534 ‘\\\;:;5
&%ﬁM%H%MW"“‘””“J TN
XF1060 ¥D0208 5675 . O 2a
XF1061  YDO115 5670 : ‘ ad = -
XF1062 . YDOO14.5676. 7 -~ o (%Q]@_53§7 E
c. LZ Elliot’ Defen51ve t.argets \f;' 19k \Cﬂ 7(/95 ) 5~37’/ - %
(1) ©/6/33 (105T) XPiszy G753 e

3
XF1063 o XD9916 5477 AL
o= e i g §7ﬂig) f{?;22¢7

XF1065 XD9841 5524 \4:,, re (?EZ-
~ - 3 CD
(2) A/62 (105T) fiﬁ; %

&'

XF1066 XD9926 5521 B .
XF1067 XD9930 5500 )
X¥F1068 XD9838 5470
IF1069 XD9826 5500
XF1070 XD9899 5509
i
CONFIDENTIAL
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Aanex D (Con't)

(3) B/8/4
XF1071 XD9789 5584
1F1072 XD9881 5590
XF1073 XD9723 5487
XF107. ADOG37 5437
XF1075 XD9802 5425

4. Ammunition
a. B/8/4. Insure a minimum of 100 rounds available to support operation.
b. C/6/33. Insure a minimum of 250 rounds available to support operation.

c. A/62 Insure a minimum of 250 rounds available to support operation.

5. Command and Signal

a. All supporting artillery units will monitor air-ground frequency in
Task Force Smith SO0I, which is also designated as the quick fire channel.

b, CO,; Task Force Smith will utilize the direct fire channel to all
firing units and this frequency will be provided to the assigned FO, 4/8//.

c. Infanitry commander will utilize quick fire channel for fire requests.

4 €0, Task Force Smith is responsible for coordinating air coverage
and artillery fires.

CONEIDENT!
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“inclcsure 3

SECURITY

1. CCiiCEFT: The security forces were made up from the 3/5 Cav, C/4 #Ra, 77th
nrty, 1/44th Arty, 14 Engineers, cleaents of the lst Bn, 2nd ARV anc 3d Bn,

2nG ~RVii Regiment., The operatior was coordinated through nomal command channels
and hasically followed the concept set up by the operation order,

2. STRCLG FOIETS:  The outstanding features of the combined security force were
as followss

&e Lngineers along with the ~RVi: infantry provided the capability to sweep
the route of march and thoroughly secure the area,

be 1/24 provided a cuick hard hitting reaction element for the mine sweep
team ané bzse defense.

¢o 3/5 Cav provided strong fast moviig convoy éecurity.

de aRA (serial Rocket wrtillery) provided a number of capabilitiess
(1) Reconnalssance of route of march

(2) Reaction force and cover during displacement

(3) GCbservation

es 3¢ Bn, 2nd ARVH Regiment augmented by 3/5 Cav provided perimeter security
and ¢irected all operation for the security of ECB,

fe The combination of these units produced a well balanced strong fighting
force for the protection and security of the artillery raid. artillery cefensive
concentrations were fired in on avenues of approach into ECB,

Se EsaK POLT3: o significant weaknesses were noted.

4e DISCUSSICi:: all support elements perfomed their dutles in zn outstanding
inannexrs The ~RVi's secured the L: as desig¢nated by the overations order. The
~RVN In CU's performance was conspicuously outstandinge The iEngineers, ~RV
elements, dusters and quads made the mine sweep, The 4KVN infantry and part of
the 3/5 Cav stationed themself on pre-designated positions for rozd securitye
Upon arrival at the LI & strong security force was set oute o cefense plan was
¢uickly established among all units for night defense and departures, Convoys
znd escorts woved back and forth on the road all day without incidents The
nicht cefense was set up by ARV infantry aumented by 3/5 Cav, dusters, quads
and sexarch lichts. The cooperation between 2ll units was excentional in all
aspects,
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"t RECCMME:D~TICwS: The following recomsendations are made:

2¢ That nore emphasis be cirected to insure that there is no doubt &s to time
ana place and that no languacge barrier between sRV and US forces exlsts.

be Thst the advisor with the /RVi's ave thoroughtly briefed on the opera-
tion order and 3CI. :

co That a chain of comand is ~learly established in case that the regular
cormander is killed.

7 )0 F

CONFIDENTIAYL
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Tncjosure 4

ATRACTTLG FORCE.

.'i, GE:ER4D SUnit4RY: The 1st brigade, 5th Mechanized Division (1/5) prepared
plans ard provided forces for extiacting all units partieipating in the artillery
raid at Elliott Combat Base (ECB) on 28 Decembar 1969,

a. The extracting force was positioned in the vicinity of Cam Lo, RVE (XD
1259) and consisted of 1 Cav troop and 2 tank companies.

b. Upon order of the artillery raid commander (CO TF Smith) the extractirg
» force would deploy to ECB; reirnforce local defense, assist in repelling enemy
. forces and cover the withdrawal of all ferces.

c. At 281410 Dec, CO 1/5 iech informed CO TF Smith of the extr:ction plan,
A% 281530 Dec the S-3 of the extracting foree arrived with detsil plans for the
corduct of the extracting operation. Cn the ground coordiration was made aid
sizual operation instructions (SOI) was passed between both units. At 281800 Dec
T¥ Smith CO held a meeting for all commaders (US, USMC, A"VK) end briefed on ths
extraeting plan, Internel communications, illumination, sigunals, liaison wnd
. line-up pirocedures were established at this tiie,  Additionally, the command
strueture was specified for ECE should the sxtracting force be reguired.

2. STRONG FOINTS:
‘ " a, Flan was siuple, easily understood,

b. Objectives of extr:cting foree were readily identifisble on the ground
which significsntly reduced internal &nd external fire coordination,

¢. The plan provided for escorts, guides and security of the route of with-
drawal.

3. WEBsK PCINT: At the 1530 hour meeting with the S-3 of the extr:ctirg force,
CO IT Smith did not have the exact locction of all forces that were positioned
outside of LCB perimeter.

4, DISCUSSION: &1 comsanders knew the area, exit points, extraction plan, route
of withdr:wal and the radio frequency to be used to control the operation,
Feriodic radio checks were made throughout the night with extrasetirg force

comnand post.

56 Lﬁg@m&ﬁ;mTIbNS: That the extrocting force commander to:ether with the coes
mienders of all ICB elements mske e daylight reconneissaiice of the entire po-
istion in order to verify composition and location of 211 forees involved,
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i. CGONCEPT OF OFERATION .iD PaR1ICIPAYICH ' 1

a. ARVE Artillery waes tasked to participete in =u Avritillery raid with units
of the 108th Artillery Group on 23~29 December ;459 zi Elliott Combat Base (ECB),.
ARV Infantry was tasked to sweep and secure E.} and dafend the flanks of 7L 9
from Khe Gio bridge to ECB for the duration of the operations Further the ARVH
were tasked to mine sweep the Camp Carroll road,

be The participating ARVK units wers two (2) platoons of B/34th Artillery
with four (4) 155M¥ towed howitzers, One (1) company of 1st Battalion, 2nd
Regiment swept znd secured iCB on 27 December. This company was relieved by
two (2) lfne companies ard the hesdquarters company of 3rd Battalion, 2rd Regi-
ment who provided flank security for the road marches to end from ECB and security
of u(CB during the occupation by the U.5. and ARVE artillery units,

¢. The Infantry provided ap;roximately 400 personnel, = The Artillery pro-

o vided 48 personnel &nd carried 500 rounds., Lo contsct wes made by the Infantry

throughout the oper:tion. Ko accidents or incidents occurred to ARVK personnel,

24 FAVOR.BLL COirilliTS¢ The reconnaissence by the combined U.5, ~ ARVN parties

was thorough end effective, The road merch by B/3/ (-) was completed without
incidert, Coordiration between ARVN snd V.S, after the operation begen w:s
excellent, AKVE Artillery rrovided a liaison officer to the task force commander
which worked ocut successfully, AEVN Infantry operations were excuted in a particu-
lurly effective manner =nd received favor:ble comsents from observers, The flank
coverage of ¢L 9 and the msrch order and departure from ECB was noteworthy. The
fires of B/34 (-) were well excuted and 404 rounds were fired. Contingencies for
inelement weather 1,E, VIR and wrécker, were positioned to preclude road movement
problems,

3. IROBLEM ARE'S: 'The fundsmental problem that effected sll areas of the cper-
ation to v.ry:ng degrees was mot including the appropriate ARVN comuend and
steff personnel in initial and subsequent planning sessions after ARVF forces
were tesked for this operation. It is considered more ap,ropriate to have semi-
permanent U.S. liaison officer atteched to the ARVN Artillery comuander to pre-
clude problems of control and expedite emerpency eontingencies from the task
force commander %o the ARVN Artillery commander. %he chain of command of the
task force presumes that the next in command was the :iRVH Infartry commsnder,
however this should be speeified in the operation orders Dues to inclement
wsether no dam:ge estimste could be made., MACV advisors should not have been
g0 betweens!" for the U.S. and their ARVN counterpurte during the planning operw-
ation., Combined U.S. - ARVH planning staffs would be more desirable with only
assistence from the MAGV advisorse

be SUriieRY 4RD DISCUSSION s
8. Lhere were obvious problems arising from the chinges of the task forece

composition., The finsl preponderance of personnel were ARV
portert that a major efiort be wade to draw iRVi staff ofj
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“..UL 5 ARVN COMMENTS (CON'T) A

. &P F\W
:  KONFIDENGAL
Drrt¢c1patlon ard discussion of future nlsns of this ra ure, There is a. wealth

of experience aud knowledge to be gai'ed from the talentsd ARVM officers in the
1st ALVN Divisioh, They shor 14 he Pagl thelr contributions to planting
staffs is neededs Lvery effort « » 43 creats the yroper atmosphere
for exchenge of ideas ir: these o s »der to give the [RVN staff
officers confidence in their negctis Tsz‘ oiafi sffigerss It is o
misconception that language is 2 ¢ operations.
Key ARVE staff officers and bait: 3. able of conversing
in English, to include military Lcrmznology“

o

: {lLte

b, 4s previously mentioned an ARVF liaison officer was provided to the U.S.
task force comsanders It is desirsble, due to experience and confiderce in semi-
permanent U.5. liaison officers with the ARVE irtillery, that U:S. liaison
officers be attached to the ARVN Artillery comiarder. This could be the key to
roseible future combiied operations in which the ARVN would cresste a similar
Lrrpe mission ¢nd be the task force commander, Thus the roll of the liaison
officer would work in reverse from the attached U,5, unit to the :RVI: tagk forece
comrander.

¢s Aerial observers should include provisions for using ARVM observeras and
possible future use of VN4F aircraft.

5. RLCOMEXDATIONS:
a; Future U,S5, - ARVE combined operations include ARVi: representction and

active participation in rlenning sessions at the earliest appropriate tine after
receipt of the miscsione

bi Semi-perm:nent U.S. liaison officer be atteched to the ARV Artillery
comcander for the duration of the combined operation.

c¢e Chain of command be established through at least three levels end that
the ground comisnder ¢s the deputy task force commander,
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Inclosure &
LOGISTICS

le GEGERAL DISCUSSIC»: The 8th Bn, 4th Arty orenared plans and executed the
logistics portion of the mission,

2. FRE-FLANNED LOGISTICS3

a. There were no proepblems in providing the ammunition and class one supplies
for the operation,

b, Sufficient transportation to haul the ammunition required on the raic
an¢ to maintain normal resupply operation was not available. Additional trans-
portation was obtained from external sources.

3o Ci~Call LCGISTICS:s In orcer to provicde emergency resupply of the task foics,
Class I, Class 111, and Class V supplies were rigged for 2irlift to ECB. Thers
vgre nroblems in securing the necessary air items and qualified riggers. 36
hours prior to the operatini, coordination was effected with 10lst Abn Division
to secure the air items a2nd necessary personnel to rig the equipment. OCn czll
supplies vere staged at 3/4 Arty rear CP, Dong Ha RVie

4o bl TENAGCES  maintenance support for the task force wes 2 significant
factow in the uccomplishnent of the mission. The necessity of taking z compli-
nent from the support mzintenance facility can not be overemphasized. The re-
peir personmel and wrecker from the 178th kizintenance Company were key in keep=
ing the 179 quns firing.
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