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1. n!5lGNATION 

5th Marine B.eg1men1t (-) 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 
ORG1Jt[ZP.TIONhL DATil. 

• 

Colonel. Kenneth J~ Houghton 

1s1i Battell.iOh, 5th Marines 
3rd Ba.ttalion, 5th Ma.r:i.nes 

Capt R. G. Babich 1-13 Mev 67 
Major L. E. Johnoon 140-16 _ 67 
lstLt G. E. Orowell ~7-3l. Ma3 61 
1too~ p 1. HilFA.rtne~ 
LtCol D. E. 3ss1inger 1-27 M~ 67 
LtCol c. F. 'lobster .2$-31 J:lfu.y 67 

3. STAiJ' OFFI...Q.~ 

(4) S-3 

(5), 8-4 

(6) ~5 
(7) llLO 

~
8) CommO 
9) RagtSurg 

. 10) RegtChap. 

4- AVEll.AGE STRENGTH 

USK:. 
OffiQ~r Enlisted 

80 2346 

2 

LWol W. H .. Draper 
Lieutenant J. W. Horton 
Oapt H. D. Pettingi11l-15 Meor 67 
GySgt J. F. Argazzi 16-}1 MEw 67 
Major F .. v. Wh:i:te 1-14 Ml.w 67 
Major. R. J • .Alger 1.5-3l> Malf 61 
Major L. E. Johnson 1-26 ~~ 67 
Major R. E. Waiker 27-31 :Mew 61 
(}apt W. F. Bell . . 
CaptW. F.C1ark 1-9 .. ~ 67 
Major J. P. :Byrum 10 -31 ~ 67 
Major R. E .. vTa;lker. 
Lt. T .• E •. Brunnell W USNR 
LCdr' W. D. BrunerCRC USN 

USN 
Of~ Enlisted· 

} 102 
ENcLosmm (1) 
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PART IT 
·NIIRRJl.TIVE StlMMARY 

• 
5750 
22 June 1967 

The month of Malf was devoted to the planning anc'f pNparmtion 
for, execution of and reoovery fron Operations UNION ,and UNION II .. 
The. eertabliehment of aJ. combat basec at Que Son was effected. as 
well as the displooenen-I; of the suppo:c·t:ing artillery ba.ttery from 
its former llosi tion to the ne\-t combat base. The Regimental. Com­
mand Post rema.1ned. co-located. with the Headquarters of the 5th 
ARVN Regiment. 

Supply i1Upporl for ~he month of Ma.3' waa provided by the. LS.& 
a.t Tatl Ky. The tlajoti ty of tran.s,portation requirements were. 
satisfied by he1icopterJreplenisbnent items for the Begimental 
Command! ~ost were transported by vehiole. 

Improvacent of the combat base at Nui Lao Son oontinued, and 
long range pla.nm.ng inii'iated for J:l8;jor engineer support prtor 
to the a.rr.i.val. of the monsoon t:t'a.nsitiona~ period. Cd.vio aDtion/ 
Civil .Affairs projeots were ini. tiated in the Que Son/Nui Lao Son 
Breas, and hundreds of refugees were renoved fron va - controlled 
a...""eC)8; and relocated. :Psychological waxfare opera.tions were 
oonduoted enensively in support of all tactical ml.Slsions M'signed 
during ~rations UNION and: UlUON II. 

PJUfi' III 
SEqUENTIlw LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS; 

1. ;Pe~!lllel and Ad!=rl ni~tration. The: :reginent exper1enoed a tu:m­
over of 8l}?prox.iI:lately 196 per.sonnel, 69 rotntecl to CONUS:, with :h27 
being mecl-evaced out of OO'Wltryo Approxinately 310 replacements 
were received during the nonth. The a'Ver~e battalion changeable 
s'trengilh was 33 Marine Officers and:. 1004 EnlisrtedL pers:omel. 

Shortages of offioers :in the 0130, 0202, 0402 and. 0430 MOOts' 
continue to exist. These shortages, although not crt tic.aJ., tend 
to impair the opera:t;ional. oapabili ties of the regitlent. Expected 
personnel losses fo~ the co~ month are 107 personnel due. fo~ 
:rotation to Q.ONUS. Expooted losses in the next three months of 
SNGO railk are considered to be of the utoost concern. 

ENOLOSUREl (1) 
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Casual ties for tha month of Ma.y Blre as follows:. 

Rq,<'o 
1/5 
3/5 

TC1r.AL 

KIA WIANE WIA'13 NB(} MIA 
& -5- 6 -{j "0 
42 . 50 141 75 2; 
40 103 164 9 0 

82 85 2 

TOT.AL 
11 

311 
316 

638 

2.. Inte1li@n~.$ Opera.tion UNION continued until 17 Mav 1967. 
During the period 17-2.6 ~ 1967 the 8-2 s.ection continu.ed to die­
setli.nate intelligence to suboxdina.tet a.ttached, adjacent and h:l.ghe: 
headquarters.. Prepara.tions and developtlent of plans were madG 
for Operation UNION II.. Enemy currulati va losses for thi.s »eriod. 
includede 14 va KI.L1. (c.on!) and 77 VC'~ lCI.& (!'rob);, 19 DeteineO);t 
including 9 PWls and 10 released: 6 in.dividual wea.pons wexe 
captured .. 

Opera.tion UNION 1.1 coroenced. on 26 May, continuing into JWle. 
(hu:mlati.ve. eneoy personnel and weapon'3 losses will De in.c1udecl 
in the applioable After .Action Reporlo 

Uni.t i~nt1fica.tions were tentativelY' established from 
captured doc'UDents as eleoents of the 2nd and 3rd :BattaJ.ions of 
the 21st NVA Regiment These units engaged AlIVN Ranger elements, 
conducting coordinated S&D OFerations in conjunction 'With the 5th 
Marines during the initial :pha.se of qperation UNION. A P%e­
ponderance of mixed units encountered (1.e.a 40 man en~ patro~ 
With khaki Ul"..ii'oms, oooe with packs and helmets ,al.1 armed~-e 00" 

... uete) indicated that regular uni t3 in thi.s: area of op€::r.at::.ons 
have in fa:c:t sufferea num~rou8l Casu.aJ. ties and are halVing di.fx'i ... 
o'ill.t:r obtaining NVA replac.ements~ It j.s beHaved the.t replace­
ments are bej.ng flll'..aisned by 100& forne and in soma a:.<1S8S ha."'l ... 
ll3t, gu9rrillas .. 

3. k....~. M-16 l:iifle training was emphasized. throughout the 
month§ to include notlencla.tuxet fUnctioning,. care and cleaning, 
assembly andd:..taaaeemblT and familiarization firtng. Because of 
personnel shortages resul. ting fron losSes during Opera.1iiona UNION 
and UlUON II an aiOcelera..ted. ind.oo~ation training llrogra.o has 
been est~l1shod £or all incoDing r~placeoents. T.his 1ndoct~n­
at;ion training progranJ oonduc ted over a. two-day period oonad.sts 
of the following subjects, 

E2iOLOSUREl (l)tri~~ 4_ 
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Mines and. :Booby TrBflB 
FO Techniques 
Listan1ng Posts and ~UJbuahes 
Prinoiples of Patrolling 
Oode of" Conduct 
Rules of ]hgagenent 
Field Sanitation 

• 
5750 
22. June 1967 

M-.J.6 Rifle (to indlude the t'ir:i.rl~ of 125 rounds tor £at:Jil-
iarization fi~ng) . 

The following achools were utilizeEl by 5th Marines during 
the nonth of :Mai,vs 

COURSE 
V!etnamese' LarlBUage. Cxse 
Vietn.at1ooa Language C;rss 
Infantry Wea.pons Repair Crse 
Bas.ic .lII:lr:Io Tech Om'S 
NCO Lead,embip Q.rse 
Field Rarl10 Op,erators a,rae 

~j1V~ 
Okinawa 
~Na.ng 

Oldnav.a 
Okinawa 
Qld.naw,s 
Okinawa 

NUMBER ATT.A.:!!DA 
6 
6 
1 
1 
2. 
} 

4. QQ~~.i.9lt"!.$ During the period betve~n Opera.tions UNION and 
l1E!Qf II the 3rd BaIttalion retu"t'ned 1n. T&l !{y while the 1st Ba.t­
ta.l:Lon continued inprovenenta to i t6 Ccr:;'Qat. Baa>es a.t Nui Lac Son 
and Q!le Son, and conduoted extensive patrolJ3.ng and. S~0h and 
Clear oper~tior~. Numerous eneqy oontccts were Dada by the 1st 
Bati;a1ion du.r:i.1'.g this per1.od. 2nd Batt? .. lion, 5th Marines rOo­
nej,:ned. under .lDGON o£ th:i:sheooquar-ters1 with CPCON exercised 
d:b!6ct:ly b·y the Connandi.ng Genera.l, First I.fu.ti.ne. Division/) 2nd 
Ba"ttcl.icn "\Ira9 chopped to 5th Ma:cines for a. brief period of time 
dtU'""..l!lg UNION II .. 

5. E!re~J?yor1!;e 2nd Ba;ttal.ion, 11th Narines was theartill;~ 
be:ttN,1onD,S dur1l:l{g the iOll'tl.th cr Y.ey for UNION and: IDTIOn II .. 

. llli.@. 

131 587 

TarAL --
1011 

5 
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249 31]. 155m BE 2588 

lLLUM 54 
WI' n 

MAL 2715 

2~ 18 108 149 BE 1039 
ILLUM 145 
WP 50 

TarAt 1~}4 

o 13 9 22' 175m BE 64 ".';II"'? 

TCJl'AL 64 

6. &;Lr SuppoJ':'i. Air Support for the month of ~ was as .t'OlJ.O~·T3= 

h~ TO'l;al Reques·-t.s/To~el Ji'5J.J.edi. 51/4;' ... ~ 
i.2 Troop LiftB ). 
(3) Prisoner Lifts (J 

(4) Esoorts; 2 

m 
um. 1r GolDIilande:c 4 
TAR 30 
Med.i.cal .l:!~r8Cuation 8~ 

'" ~8~ Cargo l,158,3C5 lbs 
.. \9. ,T;'?~ Toi;aL 525 
(10) )TAC Jl) 18 
'~lJ1.) I'l. a;:r:eshi p 21 

.'.\ .. ,' 

? <l. ~.2.-l~:t:l£§.~ All lcg:i.~:t;io. ~Do~~ for tll..e_AcgiI:len·~ in th~.~onth 
of:~Ih;:" 'f.l80G;' p2:'oviced by the'~If&t at)Tai:l Ky" n9t.,'l. ~ON and UNI,Ol;f II, 
az ue'.l as ";he ~cr.:isl..;''§ bas.es at Q,1.e Son and NL~'LM SQIl, 6o.'tG. .Ri-€i­
t:l~a:r<lJl. Ea&dqu.a.~ers; at Rill 29, received B!l.1:;:of.-their"'8UPPO~': ~rom·-'''· 
the LSA. Transportation was provided excl"ilSively by helioopter 
~ept f01;, the Dl'yement pf. the )rdJ~attalion from ThaT'..g Binh 1(0 
Ti.iii Ky and'the 1.'esuprly of ' the ~:i\len·j;aJ. Re&"Quarle:'73. .:, ... :: 

,f' ~..i_(; , .:.. .:. '> 

8~ CiviJ; Affairs-LCiv1.c Aotio%!._ Cj.vl-l. Mf;:p.i:S/CfvitJ· Aouon'·;:3::·,·, .. ··--· 
activities between UNION and UNIaJ II consisted primarlly of-meet­
:Jngs with local Vi~tnat:1ef:Je. of'fiaipls art; Qua Son and Nui LalC Son. to 
discuss the pree;ence and~problems" o£ USMl uni.ots. ope~ing· ·in· th$'~ .. ~ .. -
subjoot ea:eaa. MEDCiU> WeB initiated!. in botli ~eas. One sole-I>:',um 
p~~ ~as .. P:t'9coss~.".?~~~ces..w.e~.,~~ .. ,a~,~ L~"Sqn, on.." 
the sUbject· ofthe··lecaI,'· refugee -probleti~ "C1 til AffairS/C1v:iC:' 
.Action'. surv~YS ~fbo1f~llew;l()PE4'~~ing areas were ini~~~d by the 
S-5 i>eraollIl,el..~'.:.·:·" .. '. . . ,,' .'.' . ';.~' ,-

.... '. . ._", ENCLOSURE ;(1) 
" ";" " .. ,;":~~.~ '. ~. 

6 
\'.'.;.., . , ... 

',' -~- ;.. '. ~ : 
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9.~Sl0hologioaJj Ope~i£'E.E.c 'l!We) :t.ea£1et drops with the follow:i..ng 
thamas W€:r-9 conducted between Opera;Hons UNION and UNION II: ;; 
~i!JXd.s for Mlnes and Booby Traps" and ''Rewards for Weapons\!_ 

10. NBO Or Other &>ecial Tyoe of WaT.f~ NBC tra1n1ng was not 
accomplished due "\;0 operational.. conni ttmentso DooontSDination 
and fallout prediction Q:apabilit:tes are sfi>"tis!ac;tory. N.BCl> equip­
ment is at T.E .. level. Field protective naska e::r.e issu.ed to 
individuals as needed for f1.eld ope:rationSl and txclning. 

l.L. Medi.£1a.1 .. A totail. of 440 pa.tients were treated during the 
Dontht 5?%,"wera frOD Headgu.erter3 Oon:pany, 5th MarInes, 2&/0 were 
!r.oo othez 5th Ma-~na units, and 17:% were froD outside the ragi­
nent. Field sanitation was ouch ioproved d~-ng MlY with the 
erootion of a mess tent and 8'. dry storage tent. COllIpall,Y tlB" 31rst 
Engineer Battalion oonstructed a soakage pit for disposal of 1 
liquid we.ata, a Bcre~d garbage hous.e and four pemanent burn .. 
type 1a.trmes. The Reg1nental fdd Station was ioproved. and 
enla.~ed and is now. capable of handling pa.tients ovemight. 

12. DELntBl.. During th~ non1Jh of ~ the DentaiLL Clinio treeted 
a. total. of 177 pa.tients" 39 % £r.oo 3m Battalion, 2ff/o £xou.lIeadl­
q.uarters Conp any, 17% i':z:on 2nd Be~t'tal.i.on 11th Marines, 10% trOLl 
1st Battalion, and 6fa freo other unitSo The DENTOA1:' progran .. 
ilrea~ed 24 patients at the Providence Hospital in Tao KY.,. 

P£..el? IV 
CHRONOLOOY OF SUBORDINATE COMI-WIDS> 

.dND Su.L'llORT:mG DOCUlvrElNTS, 

Headquarters C.onpany, 5th Marines Comancl 
Chronology 
1st Ee~ttation, 5th MarineS' (jonnand Chronology 
3:cd BattaJ.ion~ 5th lV.tari.nes CO!lIland Chronology 
5th Mnr:L.,.e llegioent .lJ£ter .Action Reporl ~ 
Operation U-tn:ON 

ENCLOSUEE (1) 
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~ WJOO©U$$UW~~ID1 ,,' • 
HTI'...JtDQUA.RTERS, 5:rE IlbRllJES 

1st Marine Division (Rein) Fleet. Ha.rine. Foroe 
c/o Fleet Post Office: 

San Francisco 1 Califomai 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Comma.nding General, First Marine Division 

Subj: Combat After, Action Report 

Reft (a) DivO 3480~1 
(b) 1st Ha,r!l:"l Frag Order 59-67 

3/R:JA/pbln 
3121 
20 June 1967 

Enel: (1) 1st Ba.ttalion, 5th Marines Comba.t After Action Report 
(2) 3d Battalion, 5th ~farines Combat After Action Report 

2. Date of Qperation. 21 April 1967 to 17 May 1967. 

3. LocatioI!.' Quane Tin and Quang Ua.m Province, Republic of Viet Nam. 

4. ~d_ Headgue..rters. See Task Organization. 

5. Task Orggnization., 
' ...... ", 

... 1 •• ,"; 

~.~. 11" ; ': : I", ", 

,"j 

5 th 11arines (-) ( Rein) 

5 th NarinesC:·:y 

HQ Co (-) 

1st Bn (-)( Rein), 5th Mar 
~ ".. J ,-"- '._ ,:.. . ,'" '~;' #: 

·3rd l3n -( -)( Rein); <SthJfuj:' , ~ . " 
" ·1 

Col K. J. Rough ton 

. .. ~ '" " ". 

Oapt·R~G. Babi~h. .,',,' ,\ ,', 

LtCo1 P .L. IIilgartner 

LtCo1 D.E. Esslinger 

1st 'En (-)(itein), 1st ~1ar 21 Apr-5 1'1ay 61 LtCol V.D. Bell, Jr 
13 I-1a.Y .. l7 Hay 67 

.~ B(-) Ist'AT Dri 
1 
Co :B~ -) is t:fugr Bn 

Co B(-) 1st SP :Bn 

,-
.. ~ ., .. """. ", .,. 

Cap t il.. R. Green, Jr 

: ~ . "·Ca.pt'R~W: ~FaJ.kenbach 
.", :',/'1.: •• 

Capt A.H. Miller 

. \..' '. 

_ .... 
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Det, 9ITT 

Det, 1st Dent Co 

Det, RQ Btry, 2nd Bn, 11th Har 

6. Nission. 

a. Conduct search and destroy operations westward to vicinity Hiep 
Due, thence northwestward in F.iep Due - Que Son - Thang Binh basin and 

. adjacent high ground to locate and destroy' enemy forces in area, cap ... 
ture or des troy enemy supplies and equ:.pmcn t, disrup t enemy operational 
and logistic"ll intentions and OVG.cua to refUgees .. 

b. Be prepared to maintain one battalion vicinity Que Son/Nui Lac Son 
on long term basis to cond',lct operations against enemy forces and to 
extend GV1:{ inflt!.Gnce and protect friendly inhabitants and inste~la­
tions in are'1. 

c. Be prepared to extend oporations into vicinity Base Area 116. 

de Be prepared to establish Regimcnt8l CP and one battalion vicinity 
The-ne,- Bi.11h 011 long term basis to conduct operations against enemy 
forces, extond. GVH influence t;.nd protect friendly inhabi tants and in­
s-tal:.!.,tions in tho area. 

G~ Bo prepared to close LSA at Trun Ky and reopon vicinity Thong Binh 
U.:pDri. ost".blishment of the Regimen"~al CP~ 

7. 9on£o~~. Conduct ~lO battalion sORrch and destroy operations through­
out }liep Due - Quo Son - NuiLae Son basin in concert \-Tith TF 79.4. 

a. P6rsonnel. 

(1) Friendly. 

(a) KIll 110 

(b) VIA 473 

(c) HIll. 2 

(d) NBC 8 

(2) Enemy. 

(a) NVA KIA CONFIRMED 468 

2 
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'.'~ ..... -:::,::",~~ 

(b) VC KIA CONFIRHt,'U 397 

( c) IN&. KIf. PROB 222 

(d) VC KI.ZI. PROB 555 

(e) DET1~IHEE 215 

(r) PW 113 

Adminis tra. ti ve }Ia.'fjte.,!!!. 

a. ResurJply. 

(1) At the onse+ of Operation UNION the decision was made that 
battalion supply assets would supplemont the LS.ll.. This reduced 
tho opera til'lg EO toC'lw of the ba ttclions since it was anticipa t8d 
tha t tho rogi'll6n t u()1.Ud opera to j.n tho field for a. period in ex­
coss of four months and be resupplied fX'om the 1S1. during that 
timG, 8..YJ.d e.lso reduced ti1G~.:;r\·~ bf resupply by utilizing on-hand 
stoeks of class II i toms. 

(2) Helicopter support clements locn,tod at all levels of comma.nd 
gfWO effeotive control of logistical aircraft e.,nd ooordination of 
t:1O tnctical and logistical req1..urcmonts" MIdi honally, I:JS'r n:..,t~(') 
,lore u til i zed for submission of :::'csllJ:lply requGs ts. Uhforix.n.n, Goly, 
l'adio assets of tho Shore Party Battr.lion do not permit an adcli­
tiollal radi.o at tho infantry company l'Jvcl a.Y.i.o. it rome,ins neces­
sary :for helicopt~r suwor'.; t~i:{;"Jta 1jQ 8'w"j_'~(;;;h frequoncies to c,o­
oOnI)},:LBl1 -'"he:Lt' ::n;i.~,sioIlq, 

. b. ~reatmGnt of casual tics and evacuation and hospitalization. Be;t­
talion corpsmen 'porformod their dutics wi th.such a degroa of:profi6iency 
thE'.t it vas UnnGcessary for the collectil'-f," and clearing pI", toon to, do 
M.vtting further than fO!'"Ylard tho nost seriously \-101..--.nded on to hospi­
tal facili tics and. retain those wi th minor 'imu!lds and illnesses. Util­
izing tho 20 bed f!'.cili ty and tuo medical officers made it possible to 
reduco the time lost dUG to ~~cse minor wounds and non battle cas~ql­
tie:s. 

c. Oomounicn. tiona. 

(1) Despite lenr-thy distancas, rapiclly oh....nging tactical situa­
tions, a.."'1.d i ll1ped:'1g terrain conf'igtD:'ations in tnc opwrationa.l aroa, 
communications vH:ra consistently maintained with senior and sub­
ordinate units. Urnnarous difficlll ties were encountered during 
Opera tion Union... 1'..s a resul t of exp'3rience gained the follo':ring 
comments and rocommendations are offlilred so these problems areas 
cl).n be sumounted in future operations. 

3 
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( 2) Problem area.s. 

(a) S!;lPEly support for Messago Center. Supply support from 
the LSA at Tam ICy wa.s particularly poor, and at times, non­
oxioton1» Particular difficul ty wa.s experi!;Jnced in obt.'1.ining 
ditto rolls (Purple, Spirit Rectified Telet,ype Rolls, FSN 
7530-985-7114), ditto fluid (Fluid, Duplicating, Direct Pre­
cess, FSN 7510-272-9800), duplicating paper (Paper, Duplicating, 
Yellow, FSN 7530-228-2097), and teletype tape (Tape, teletype, 
7/8" width, F~N 7530-634-6237). The time lag between the re­
quest for and the receipt of these items ca.used this aOI!l%lland 
to have to o0tain sufficiont quantities direct from other 
C;)mmunications Centers, on se:veral occasions, in order to. ma.in­
tain opera tionE!. (Requcsts submitted early in the operation 
for ditto fluid have at this late date dill not be received; 
the request for teletype tape, submitted by FSN was filled 
by st'..l'oti tuting a narro.!cr tape whioh is unusf.ole in tho 
eguipTI1Gnt held by this section - no other teletype ta:p0 has 
boen rocoivcd. ). 

(b) Telctme c9~pment. It has been the experienoe of this 
vomne.r .. d that the Tclctypewri tor, lm/TGC-l4 does not stand up 
under the evlm(lst continuous use to which it is ncccsse.rily 
Gubjocted by this lxv$360 iJ;.'l. inordinate nJilo1.mt of ec:uipment 
failure, many timos re4.~.J.:r.in3' rcp;l.j.r ::;:.t l!~LSG-B, iln'\.s OXp8:':--' 

ionced. 

( c) .'£cletyPe equipEl.£.n t r..£p.air -!2EP.p.Q.rt. Al though required to 
CVaClif1, to equipmcn ts to the 1S1. c. t 'J.'r;..:a Ky for repair, thG LSJ\. 
did not have tho required repair cap~bility, In every instanco, 
the equipment had to be further ovacuated to l!"'LSG-B, causing 
a furthor delay in tb.c retLtTIl of the equipment, which in turn 
contributed to 1:10re oquipmunt failure duo to tho non-availa­
oility of back-l.lp eC}.uipmonts with "rhich to rotate thoso on-
1i..'10. 

(d) ~Iessages r~roduction. The exporiences of this QQmman.d 
wi th the ditto rolls (Purple, Spirit RoctifiM Teletype Rolls t 

FSt-I 7530-905 .. 7114) now in use indicate that this iter, iF! ux~.smi t­
able for the climatic condi tiona of South Viotnron. Heat ap­
pears to be the ma.jor problem, causing tho rolls to dry out 
and bccol'lO unusable due to the oxtromely poor quoli ty of re­
production they provide. This in turn, complicated by tho 
fact that the 1~r!TGC-14 does not print hRrd enough to ovor-
comQ the dried out condition of tho rolls, unless ~odifiGd with 
a stronger Ditto Print Spring. (Those springs>.:!"::· in short 
supply; unly ono has beon obtained by this oommand.) 
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• • (0) DissQminfl,ti~=QJ • ...,c;i.;~2£~~'''ih...tp~.9.;~Q!'. C'n the installation 
ph3.se at Hill 29, chango 5 to tho CEor was no t held by this 
oomm~~dc Therefore f~oqucncy probloBs delayed assumption of 
cOlnnancl b.y tho fODirerd CP for 2.pproximntely two hours. 

(f) Airbo~.!L!.9.k~.1?~.is~i2]J.. The tactical s1 tuc ... tion on 
Operation Union I was such that relay stations were required 
on Nui Lac Son. Airborne re transmission was also required 
on th,Q first phase. Airborne retransrJ.ission teams woro not 
briefod 'Properly end did not carry !"like mumbors, neoessi tating 
t~ans!;r:i,Gsio!1. of f.':coq'loncios in the cloar. This hap:pcned 
"i th 0. a 011 :colJ.et of 8.ir0raft. 

(g) 1~E£.~in'&.2.5:E2.bi1i£:. Nui Lac Son retransmission team 
(b.d net h::t.·V'8 Tamore Bots which neoess'.tnted working in the" 
O:p0IJ,'()o 

(h) f~::.:..-";2-::.4!.l~g,. RT-524/VRC receivor alignment Was a con tin­
l.lJ:1.S In'ol:11am. On at least t".ro occnsj.ons all fCl'Ur RT-524/VRC I S 

o::cg811ic to this coU'.;nancl Here dOlm due to t..'1is problem,.. Over­
hGating problcI:ls -;"forc a1so 8l1cou..Yltorcd. This was cliBinated 
when 60 cycle pmvcr 1Iras !wailable for fans exterTIP.J. to the 
Gquipmcmt. '~lh8n 60 cycl(,; pOWGr was not available, .. ret srmd 
bags were used. In cll CO,8es this vras not F\,n efficient T:leana 
of cooling; GspocirJ.J.y (luring sevoro tcnpCT:1.tuIoS of tho )~lid­
day. On these occ8.sior..s equipment oi thcr hed to be 80"u:coi 
or ro ta ted (,,,hen A,Cl.c1i tional equipDGI1.t _las avail8.blc) 0 

(i) ICY-8. Two problems woro encountered with tho KY-8 I s. One 
',J::'S overhoatbg" Kl:l:-12's had to be rotn.tcd. every few Dinutcs 
in oxtror:ic hea.t cop.c'i.i tiol1s > Qctcr;.l('.l fnns and ~rct s().!'~d bags 
woro not alvTays sufficiont cooling agentc. Ovcrhcati.."1g was 
th0 CEt1.:8C ofoquipment f.qih.1.rc ir. several casas. Tho second 
pT~blo."'1 was ol'lc(mntoI'od "Then Gxt:JrnaJ. powor other than thG HRe. 
110 wr::.s usod A.S a pmwr source. Tho PP-388 is not c:msic1cred 
8.C1 officient power sou:rco wh6.'1 connoc+,ions are made d.irectly 
to 24 volt DC output. VR.riC'_tions of volta,go was consi'lercd 
as a cause of SOllIe of the KY-8 equipncnt failure.. This yrob­
Ism _"p,s solved ' .• hon vohicle storn,go batterios Vlore installod 
betwElon . tho pp-38a and the cq1.Jj.:pmcr,t lJOunt, 

(j) 1i0-dio e9.uinmonU..9pair sieper'\;. Support VTas considm·cd. 
e.dcqw;;,tc with the exception of equipment repair and float itcJ!1s. 
The Wi\. at TArLl Ky was not geared ,,,ri th sufficiont repair fe,ci-
li tjcs e.11d almost e.ll i toms of oG,uipment for repair had. to bo 
OVQcUP.ted to Cbu Lai for even mir.or ro:pairs. ~;[i tIl tho d.is­
tanco involved 8..."1cl the transporta.tion probleEls cncoul1te~c:J. 
equipment down tine is considered excessive. 1m efficient 
means of check.ing RT-524/VRC by repair agoncies h.':'.-8 not OC;;,]L'l 
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devised. "/hen this oquiJ)J.lc.nt is r0 turned to the using agency, 
in nost C1'\.SCS tho SeI:1C prob:i.cL1s st:?ll Gxist o.nd in some ca.ses 
con:plicatcrl by ncvr prc111cns. In tho Case of one RT-524/VRC, 
the cquipr.lcnt has lte;74Scnt to FI:SG-B at 10ast soven tines for 
receiver problet1S~ Throo of those tines during Operation 
Unioll I. Up to ~ an(l including this da. to, t..~e oquipraGnt is 
not c-l:,c;;'~f~t::'ll1.~o 

(3) Recommendations. 

(a) '?"~:P .. J?1-X-~~2:~orto It is recol'!li.lcncled that the LS:. stock 
t~c i tens 01' mc,tc)ri81 Hhich o~cporionce has shovrn to be noces­
saxy t') s"C.:rport C')!'UTIlunicC1.tion Cantor Operntions. 

(b) 1:s.l2,tj'l2.'L~1}li"?p1<?E.1. If a sufficient numbe:::- of .t\N/TGC-14's 
aI'e on l:and to (mabIe the rotf\,tion of those on-line with those 
h!wing been takol1 off-line and thoroughly PN'd (the equivalent 
of a vicokly HI scons to be required np))roxir,;atoly evary other 
day dv.() to -l;;ha:::ondi tians of GxtrorJO hos,t, dust, and humicli ty 
cncountcred), dmm tilTIG Cf\.n be 111?I)reciably rocLuco0. o (This 
cor:JBent is applicf1.!:>le to all fulotY'J?owri t0r equiIJDonts used by 
this eon::rra.l'ld: but Gspecially so fOT tho L.l-f/TGC-14). One 
hll..'1.Qrecl pOI' cont b~·kC'.>i.:\.p appen.rs to be minirJFl.l. 1\11 IN/TGC-14's 
should be modified wi th tho stl'ongElr Ditto :?rin t Spring. 

(c) ;m:t.octronics oquipnent r()l?ai.:E-~por~~ It is roccJr.JDc,nr:lod 
tha t tho LS.tl. havG the capab Hi ty of 2.t loas t 3rcl Echolc·n RClpair. 

(el) HossQ..ge rcprod.ustion~ Sone moms of keeping clitto rolls 
u.::1clor constffi"'.t rofrigeration is TCrl'..lirG0.o This .. dll Ol'lo;blo 
tho ro ta tion of a. roll from us (vrb.Gll l)oor ropr'Jcluction c.?pr:,­
b ili ty Cccurs) "Ti th a roll fr0l'1 1Jnc',er rofrigor:1. tion. 1:.1 tl"Lugh 
this dous not conplotaly solva tl10 problow, it daes holp. 
'lid.3 ~;r::::tlJZ&.""'Jl h8.s boon oxporir:10nting Hi th the usc of .!i tto Na ts 
(611 X lO-~·I1, FSl'f 7530-634--5329) as a substituto for ditto rolls. 
Thus fF!.r , tho reproduction c8pabili ty of this i tara OXGall::; that 
of the rli tto rolls wi thcut roqu.iri!lg rofrigeration. Adcli ti'Jn­
al~y some lJJ/TGC-J.4 1 s hela by this o\..'X:i1l';~a noad 11('t bo Do(ti­
fioel vri th the s tr·:mgol: Ili tto Print ;:.:pr~ng vTho11 thoso Ditto 
Hats aro used r good ropr8ductbn is cbtc.inoc1 wi tl1 a lightoJ: 
printing strike, although evan bettBr qU2~ity is obtainGd 
\vhen the AN/TGC-14 is Llorhfiad wit~1 the stronger Ditto Hrjnt 
Spring. The use of Ili ttc MP.ts, bcc'1use of thvir size, doo·.: 
SOl'l(!'.vi1[1,t slow down operations. They raust be inserted end :r:';)­

movod frc'Tn tho tolot;y})o each ti."'lC ::.. pe.go of a. r;toss::-..go h2.8 
bee!l cocplotod, 1·,horoas operation with a eli tic roll is c::. fl. .. 

tinuous in this rogr.rd. It is rocor.l1!).ondcrl that the acquiq,j.­
t:i.on of a continuous roll (ditto roll) of tho same C0I:1p08:';.~::'on 

6 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
found in the ditto mat m"m ~;j.G:;:.ed above be considered for 
Marine Corps use :i.n South Vietnam. 

10. Civil Affai:::~t§.:i:cho.lob.ic8Lv!.¥f!!.~. Dur.ing operations UNION the 
following civil affairs/psyvl';lX' opel'ations were conducted: 

e.. 13 leaflet d~cps totalling 3,138,000 leaflets. 

b. 283 refugees evacuated out of the operational area and removed 
to Vietnamese gQverrJl1.ent-control1ed refugee hamlets. 

c. 'Four ae:cie,l "tJTce,cccasts condu.cted. 

d. Two Chieu :iois taken through Narine lines (one of those reported 
by 3/5 after illterrogdioYl .vas determined to be a refugee). 

e. POET team exploited one Chieu Hoi and one hamlet chief. Results 
were tyro priIi-toJ Chiou Hoi leaflets. 

f. Noteworth~r W!1S the ovacuation.of 141 refugoes from the Hiep Due 
area to lIui La.c Son. The refugoes cl;.oSB.tQ walk rather "t:1.an be 10ft 
behind under VC domination. 

11. .Q2ffiI!1aTI.der! s~y'sis. Opera.tion UNION w/\S a highly successful o'!)­
era.tion .. rhich deal t thc North Vietnamese RogulEl.r A.rmy ll..'1i ts au.d Viet Ccng-
1,1ain and Local Force Guerrilla uni ts in the Q.ua'::rJ.g Tin and QUP:llg Ham Pro·~ 
vinces a. staggering blow. Tho infantry units with their supporting c.,u"s 
and reconnaissance observation posts killed a totJil of 865 confirmed. No:rth 
Vietnamese :md Viet Cong and probably killed a.11.other 777. The prolonged 
oper::!. tions by the Fifth Narines in the agricul tu.rally rich Hie}? Due - Qno 
Son - Thane; Rinh corridor broke the va controlqf the area that spa.rmed 
almost Ufenty yoars. Hith the est'1.blJ.shmcn·:~ 0: tvro pornl.r·wnnt oascs (l.Gep 
in this corrid8X'? the fixing r.md subseg.'<-lcnt c.ostruction of h1L.'1dr0ds of 
the enemy t tho CAoP tJ...T8 of significant quanti tic-s of supplies, equipment . 
and i'leapOns thG G.."1.emy loss in prr..lstige :i.n the eyes of tho people is readily 
apparent. The '!)sychological :L'1lPo.ct of Opcra·~ioJ1. Ul:JI()}[ equA.llcd or even 
excelled the mi.], t:J~cil:il damAoge 0.cne to the COJnru')':'lis t effort i!l t;-~is arGo. 
of opera hon. 

12. Recommen~~io~. 

a. That more positive command relationships be estA.blishod in op­
erations conductGd in con,junotion vi th the Special Lnnding Force to 
provide for bettor fire support coordL~~tion. 

b. Thnt trmks be employed in the fUJlmre in this area to provide IJ. 

more rapid shock reaction cP.pA.bili ty to offsc:ft tho enemy's inllOI'8~:~ 
\nitial Aodvrmtqges of tactical surprise and organ:iz~tion of torI":<''::~<' 
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c. That in order to prevent i'1irCl.'t~";_" v froID other servicos from stray­
ing into an aroo. whore t1irstrikos or a.rtillery missions are being 
conducted, cle~ranco procedures similnr to the ones usod by 
Narinc aircrnft chocking into the approprbte DASC bo promulgated andl 
or coordin3. ted with 0 ther services. II. t present the only method avail­
able is for the TRcticnl Air Control P~rty at Battalion level to trans­
mit in the blind over "Guard" frequency utilizing the PRO 41. 

d. That a minimum of 2000 pounds of crFlotering chE'.rges be maintained. 
in the LSA d'J.ri."lg' field oJlGrc.tions for employment by tho .. mgineers in 
tho dest:>.'uction of cavo Q..'1d tunnol complexes .. 

q.\ O".9~~ 
R. J. ALGER 
By direction 
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