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1. DESIGKATION 

5th Marine Regiment (-)(Rein) 0"lonel K. J. HOUGHTON Jr. 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

Headquarters Compal\y, 5th Marines 
1st :Bat1'aiion, 5th Marines 
3rd :sa. ttal. ion, 5 tb Marine& 

2. LOCATION 

latl.'t G. E. Cl.WIIELL 
Ltcol P.L. HILGAR.TNER· . 
LtCol C. B. WEBSTER 

QU.l\.NG NAM end QUANG TIN Provinces" RVN 1 - 30 June 1967 

,. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 

8-1 
8-2 
8-3 
8-4 
5-5 
OOl!lIll'lmicat1ona Officer 
Motor Transport Officer 
Supply Officer 
Regimental Cha.pla.in 
Regimen -tal Surgeon 

4. A. VERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

USMC 

£rt 
77 

~ 
2245 
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LtOol W. H. DRAPER 
(1-12 June) 

Uaj or R. J.. ALGER 
(13-30 June) 

2nd.1t J. W. HORTON 
vro J. W. WALSH 
l/iaj or R. J. A.LGER. 
JIf.ajor 1. E .. JOHNSON 
Capt W~ F. BELL 
M:'1jar R. E~ WALKER 
None assigned 
lTone assigned 
I;CdrWs D. BRUNER aRC USN 
IJ't T.. E~ 13RUNNELL Me US1"'R 
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~tioJl tmI(!{ II ended on 5 .!1;:,l},() .F)f .. ·;;::'j},3ration ADA.IR 0CIIIIHIl0e4 Oft 
15 June and ended on 24 Jlme; ro:id Opera.:G~:_o~" uA;WOTI~ oommenced on 25 June. 
~...nks were employed for the first t:illl.e in -'ttlJ.,Cj o.rea on Operation AM.IR, 
when one· heavy section was.plaoed in' Direct Support of the First Fa t ta.l ion, 
and one heavy section in Direct Support of file Third BattaJ.ion. Frequent 
ta.nk-int'an1;q patrols were oonducted in the vioinity of Hill 29 and be'bfeel1 
QUE SOlf-NUl LAC sar-and Hill 29. Ind.i.oationa a.re that the enemy does not 
wish to engage a 1mlk-infa.ntry force. Ch toe were also introduced into ihe 
opera.ting area this month when eo heavy section of Ontos ,",i th .50 caliber 
ma.chinegtmET mOlmted. wa.s placed in Direct Support of the First Battalion 
atter Opera. tion A.IlA.IR. 

'!he Reg:1men1:al Comm&nd Poet remained co-located with 1tle BeBd.quartera 
of the 5th ARVN Regiment, al1.bough plans were made to displace the Oommand 
Post to a permanent base camp in the vicinity of Hill 6, (BT1,S452). 'lhe 
Combat :Base Bit Q.UE SON continUed to develop and undergo further improve­
ment. Joint pa.trols vi th :Po:PuJ,a.r and Regional Force units oontinued to be 
conduoted at Q.UE SON a.nd NUl tAO SON .. 

Logistic 'support for the Regiment oontinued to be . provided by the 
Logistics Support Area at 'i!AM KY. Tranapdrta tion requireoente were met 
by helicopters,. exoept tor the convoy oommi tman ts from 11\. NAliG and ORO 
IA.I. Engineer effort commenced on the briuges; north of TAM KY. 

In the are8J of Civil Artms/C1v1e Ao't:La.n. refugees oontinued to 
request safe conduct to QUE SeN-NUl lAC SOH ';There they oould be :f'uriher 
evacuated to a. refugee oenter. Psychological Wexfere leaflet drops and 
broa:icssts were made thrOUghout the area. of opera.tions during the mon1h. 
The leaflew droPPed around QUE SON stressed sani mUon end hygiene,' while 
those drOpped throughout the remainder of tae area exploi tad th61 set backs 
of the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong on the battlefield. 
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1. Personnel and Administration. ~L;L:-i /(-.Jc):::,)Td experienced eo tlImO'Ver or 
&pproxmate1y 231 personnel; 104· ro .. ~.tQQ. 't,i) :;::::~\;::sl' with 127 baing mad .... 
e':ra.ced out of OOlmtry-., Approximately 2.40 ~:'9IllacenentSi w:ere received dur­
ing the month~ ~e aVerage ohaxgeable s trel1gth was 31 M:l.rine Officers and 
1001 enlisted. 

Shortages of offioers in the 0130, 0202, 0402 and 0430 Moste: continue 
to exist. 'lhese shortages" a.1 though not critical, tend to impair the: 
operational calla.bilities: of the Regiment... Ex:peeted personnel losses, for 
'the oordng mont.h. are 175 personnel due: for rotation -ro- CONUS.. Expected 
losses in thencxt itvto. montha_Q:f.' ,Sl'iC(T rank are considered to be of utmost 
ooncern. 

Casual ties for 'the month of June are as followS': 

m ~, ~ h"J3Q, m 'tarAt 
RICO 2 7j 7 0 0 -rz 
I 5 27 89 58 3L~ 0 208 
3/5, 27 11 69 27 0 134 - - - -T<Y.rll.L 56 10j 134 61 0 3'54 

2.. In!§1ligence~ Opera.tion UNION II concluded. on 5 June 1967. Plans and 
dissemination of intelligence continu.cd tbxoug.1.out the month in corlnection 
wi th Operations ADAm and CALHOUN. Significant aspects of enemy,' w,eB.the~' 
a.nd terrain were as followa: 

ao EneI!lY 

(1') On the afternoon of 2 June enemy foreefiF while engaged along a 
1500 meter front wi t-l-t elements of ihe 1st Ba.t-talion, 5th Marines a tt.empted 
to l!l3.1:1euver against our forces by enveloping our left flal"lk, vic ini -t-J 
Brro92319 to BT096318. Again on 15· J'Une, the same tactic was employed 
agsinst Comp8Il\V "K", ;rd Battalion, 5th M3.rincs vicinity 13Tl.64325, w'hen 
the leading elements were engaged by heavy automatic weapons, tlachine gun 
and mork fire an onenly force attempted to 9n'le1opc the left flank of 
Compan;y IT'. In both :;nstaz;,~ea t.."le maneuver was ,executed d'lU'ingIOid-day 
and was successful in negating the rnajori ty of our supporting SirIllS fires 
due to close pro:x::imi ty of friendly forceso Noteworthy is the fact tha:t 1fle 
enemy appeared to haw no ammunition reBUJ?Ply problem, while friendly units 
required from one. to four emergency anmnmi tion resupply missions. 

(2) A prisoner 'taken during the final p'ha.ae of Opere;tion 1JN'ION n 
reported NYA. unitS' have been ins"trllcted to· prepare twenv' gt'avGs per com­
pan;}'" prior to a battle or planned engageoent. Reportedly, graves ara dug 
wi thin 2000 o.eters of the proposed battle 8i te, pre'ferrably on high grcnmd: 
near a ridgeline. Credence is' lent to this in£ol.1llation by the efforts ex-

DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

L 



DECLASSIFIED 

• -p-ended: by the ve and NV'A to poli(";c1~;,,; ':. :t<':.:(;J.d of bodies an4 OCJ.~ent.; 
Furthel: evidenoe was revealed: whon '~b" :.}:::: be: ])ls:triot Chief reported that 
some residents: £rom the battlefield il.:'':<."~ V:TiJ :r:cquesting reloca.tion:to 
axeas: under friendly oontrol along Route; 10aGause they could not tole:a'Li:la 
the frlenoh of 'lila: dead. 

(3) On 12 Junm s; Kit Carpon Team attached: to' Compa,n;r ''K'', 3ret , 
lIe.ttaIion,~ 5th Marines monitored portions of three enerr:ry radio~' ~ 
missions utilizing tho oompany tactical radio. The transmissions were not 
completely copied dne to interference, but the substa.n.oe of the text in­
aIut1ed:: (a) 2 NVA companies bAd been in ambush for 48 hours (Conpany ''l{1t 

mad.e contact with a. large force 10. tor.); (b) A 3-40 man unit was to move 
to the vi.cinity of QUE SON and disperse to tbxea aepoorate: camps; (c) A 
ca.suaJ.1V report from ~·prGviou& day IS' air atrike.. This method of ut:U- , 
iza tion of Kit Carsons and Ccmpany !nt,erp:oo tors--can' +-es:ul 1; in the collect-e ion of tmely intelligence. 

(4) On 23 Jmei a. Field Information Report (FIR) WS$ reoa:hred £l!cm 
National Polico Speoial Branoh (NPSS), 'lYIl'l KY identifying "VC Specie;! .Plat­
oonslt •. Their mission was to dress in A..TtVN uniforllul' and observe thG mb1 ts 
and activi.-ties of FWMF bases~ Saversl days thereafter, a. report from s-2.­
;rd Battalion;- 5th Marines reported that an 8 man patrol; cladming to bo 
PFt s, was observed questioning the ciVilian population in the ;ricini ty of 
tho: TAM KY Ombat Ba.se. Their questions touched on such subjects e,g neo.l 
hourS' for the Marines. An 8-2 Interpret,e:: ohallenged them, a rOll!!d 'WM 
oMmbeI'ed into one weapon In the group a~ld tho interpreter told -Iro mind 
his own business~ The group then ran awv:;,r toward Ttllif KY~ 

a. Terra.in~ Operation ~LHOUN proved. a. challenge insofar a.S' terrain 
was concor-ood. Oolor oontouring and s~oa.m lin:ing of maps for t . .ho· oper­
a. tional areas proved beneficial for terrain apprecia tiona. Recommissance 
patrol leader debriefing reports on trails assisted' in coopUa,tion of map 
corroction data. Reoonnaissance Battalion patrol reports assiste(t :L"1 
identification and location of LZ' s wi ti.1.in AO, and D..ddi tiona.l trails not 
shown on existing ~s. 

3~ ~ining. Du....--:1ng thG month training with thb M-16 Rifle ooriii...nued 1x> ' 
be emphasized •. wi til special em})ha.sis, on care and cleaning of the weapon. 
The accelerated indootrination troining program for all replaoemen t- con­
tinues with speciaJ.. empha.sis plaoed on the follOWing subjects: 

M:i.nes and :Booby '1!r:a.ps 
FO Techniques' 
tis'toning Posta and .f.mbushes 
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n 
Pr1ncipl es of Pa. tro 11 ine 
Code ot Conduct 
Rules of Engagenont 
Field: Sa.ni ta tion 
M-16 Rine (to include the fiX'i.rl.?; of .1.'25 ~':omills for famUiarization) 

Th~ following schools were utilized: by the Regiment during tile month 
or JunS4 

Q.9PR~ 
l~'CO Leadership Courae 
Ba'S ic Ammo Tech Co-urse 
Vie~eFa Lariguaga CourS0 
Field: R9;dio Opere -tor Course 
Fiel~ Wire Course 
Basic Infantry Weapons Ro:pa.ir Ora 

(k:l.r.el'ra 
GO.l1aw.a. 
~W8; 

Qdnawa 
Okinawa: 
Okinawa 

5 
1 
'1 t._ 

.2 
1 
2 

~ QPerati0ns.. Operation UNION n was conoluded this month, Operation 
ADAIR was conducted, and Operation ClltED;j1\f was 'botr.m. Bew-een th9sa c'P€"-=-
1::.tions the First Battalion conducted l1.1.WeroU3. day ana night ac'l;ivities,. 
v.£iJ.:bg ~equent oonta.ots in the vic in.itJi' of QUE SON and NUI LAC SON, cmd 
des-l;r.o;y-ing many ca.ves and t1.'lllnel cOIill)lexeal) 'TI:le Third Batto.lion COI).G.uoted 
aconpelV-Bized pa.~ol which in:i tiat9d OpGre.-ti.on ADil.IR and frequ.ent ts:nk­
lnfantl:'y patrols in the vicinity of Rlll 29 and. between Hill 29 and c~ti'D 
SON,. 

. 5~" Qrs_Sup]?o:!:t. The 2nd l3atta.li<:ln, l1';,h i:i."1~ine8 continued a.s t..'1e 
artillery unit in.Direct SUpport of the 5th Marines. During the month of 
June . tho 'follOwing misSions wor~ fired in support of "the Rog:lJ:lent: 

ass 
449." 

202 

·108 

woo '.' H&T TarAt 
22Y i71; .. ~3.33 

84 604 S90 

2,- 462 593 

T~TO-!~Q_.Qf"..rQUNP.~1!m 
:r:fr1 202:U; 
D.J..sm1 256 

. F.P .634,··' 
O'E:I8I3, ~ • .22. . 
'.l'O~~:"T.s i~1.399 

155l!11!1 HE 6256 
nJLm 94 
H? 1''"' ( .... 
~F9'"ErL' . -6521 

~2Htc BE 3137 
. , ILtllM:"' 62; 

WI' 121 
TOrii:L 3OOi' 
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F 1 
. 6. Air SQaon. Air support I'm-: 

Total requeste/Tota1filled 
Troop lifts 
Prisoner lifts 
Escorts 
Unit COlIII'lander 
~ 
Medical Evaouation 
Oargo 
Troop 10 ta:l 
TAC(A) 
Flare ship 

10 
o 
o 

13 
5 

59 
1,288,542 

1052 
20 

2 

•• 

7.Lo5,j.stica. Operation UNION IT wa.e terminated on 5 June. During this 
period logistical support for three battalions was provided by the LSA. 
loea ted at !J]\.M KY. From 15-24 J1.llle the 5th ~1a.rines conducted Operation 
ADAIR, with logistical support continuing to be from the W at 'l!IUl ICY. 
From 26 June to the end of th~ month the Regj.men t participat.ed :in Ope.'t'ation 
CALHOUN with logistical support still being provided from -the LSA. at Tl\.M 
KY.. On 24 J1.m9 the Regiment began a re.-9valuation of: oobarkat:i,on daia and 
pI.'epara. tion of gear for ilie movement by sea of the 5th 1'Jarines, (Rear.) to 
~ H/\,NG. Completed data.' was Submitted to DiVision ~barkation 0" ... '1 26 June. 
On 28 June the 3rd Battalion oommenced staging gear ion -tho Sand ~.' p..t 
CHU LA! for shipment to Dtl. NANG.. Tho s.hippj.IJ.g arrived on 29 June ani 
loading began. (he oonstricting factor was the lack of adequate staging 
a"t'oa; at the Sand Ramp, due to the volume of gear handled there.. On 26 June 
ini t:i.al planning was undertsken for -the movemen t of one engineer comJ?1'll"l..y 
from the 9ih Engineer Battalion and a-ddi tiona! heavy equipment fX'()!ll 1~.81\ 

Company, 1st Engineer BattaJ.ion to TAM ICY and Hill 29. This move 1.;a.8 sched­
uled' f~ early July. The maj~ logistical probloo anoountered during th:i.s 
period was the fact that the troops oomil".g ou.t of thG field from ope:cations 
did not have any extra: utilities with them" 11s their personal effects were 
stored in the rear at CHU L.tl.I, this placed an extra commi1ment on the I,sA 
to completely outfit oompanies with utilities. :Battalion 8-418 werz' 
instructed to provide la.undry facilities fer the utilitieS' and. store them 
for reo-issue to the troops. 

8. .Q.i~ MfEdra/Oivio Action. Much of the Reg:iment'e Civil Affai"t's 
aotivities for June were concerned with the prepara.tion and support of 
the l7"1Jan survey teem Bent to QUE S.ON beweert 13 and 16 June. Lat9:t:' in 
the month prepara.'tions were undertaken for t..'1e return of tOe team to con­
duct a survey of the NUT lAO SON' are& in early July. A great deal of tfute . 
was also spent planning and executing support fox the 450 refugees at NUI 
LAC SON.: As the monih ended plans were either underway to either evaeuate 
these refugees to T1ill.NG Bnm or to lnstit1lte regular monthly refugee 
OOl:ltlodi1iY su;pply runs to NUl IA<J SON us:ing Marine helicopters. The 

-7- ENCLOSURE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

rema.inder of tile Regiment's Ci '\-:L L ::.:>: ,'~ ',,' ',;: v,l '';ies for June consisted. 
of numerowl minor inoidents; sola:':;:;';":"><'~:~l'> ,backlash reports~ eto. 

9. Psyohological Qperstionso, The ma.-jo:.:-lr,r of PsyOps woI.it conducted 
cluring June was in ,support of Ragmen-tall operations and is reported elee­
where. A,"lraaJ. ih and E;ygienelt a;eria.l lea-net drop campaign w&s held in the 
Q.UE SON-THL\.NG BINlI valley from 20-23 June. In late June an fiB loudspeaker 
taa.m was: detoohed .from Reg-ment and attaohed to the 1st Battalion: for wone 
:in the Q,UE SON -mn: LA.C SON area;a. 

10~ Oa!lIlnmioa.tiona., The follow:ing signifioant ooJlmnmicationa opera.tions 
occurred during ine month of June.: 

a.. Manual re-transmission teams were provided', bY' the 7th Comm­
unioations Battalion. 'fueae teams were situated on ',NlJI LaC SON to· provide­
reliable radio conmnmicati.ons between Headquarters, jth Marines on H:Ul 29 
and subordinate i.mi ts operating in the QUE SON-NUI IJfl.C SON axea. 

b. The AN/~C-97 tropos;pheric scatter redia relay- equipment was 
atiached to Heaclqua.-rters, 5th :Ma.rinee from -the 7th Co;nmunications; :Ba-tt­
alion, The Alr/TIlC-J]7 was used: to pro·v:i.de telephone arid teletype cot"J'Ilun" 
iCaitions between: 5th Marines::, a.nd 1st l~03rine Division" ~ This wa:s tho ;f~<.X'St 
applicatiorr of the AN/TRCJ}7 at regimental leve1o.- ~ , 

c. A switching oentral was; installed at TlUil ICY 'lising the call sign 
SELECT Rear. Local and long distance tclophone servipe was prov'ic.ed 
be·n·men MaTine tmi ts in TIlM ICY, the 5th JrJc...."?ine BegilJe:nt at Y.Jll 29 n:i1d 
th.9 OHU !.AI s-ri tchboardo AN/T.RC-Z'( radio l7elay was :tnstalled by -+J:.(l 5·th 
Marines between ~ KY and Hill 290 

d. .tm AN/rm0-21 radio rela,y litlk w.s establish~d. be1we~n 51:h Mu-i:!l9s 
eo't Hill 29 and 'the 1st Battalion at QUE SON. NUl 1t~t SON was l.;!~Ei!. as tt 
relay point. 

ll.~ Medical. A total of 150 pa.tients were trea.ted ~uring t..1.C 'mollt!::; 5~ 
were, from Headquarters' Company, 5 th lI.arine,s ~ 20% w-erE;) from othe.;r 5'm 
Maxine mrlta t and. ;0% were from units outside the Regiment. or,this SToUP 
several were Vietnamese oivilia.ns, ARVN Illliiary personnel: and FWts " " 
troated. for hUClanitarian· reasonSo (he MED£'JIll waS' held: at- BINH TImC~TG (2) 
hamlot in oo:ri:junotiorr with the 5th .ll....~VN R.eg-t.uncnt., ApprOXimatel;;,OO 
Vietnamese civilians' were treated. 

12e ~1al~ Durirlg ihe month of June the dente.t olinio treated 176 
patients. They.were from the follOWing units in the ,given percenta.~,Si: 
5~ T;fere from Hea.d.quarters: Compa.n;y, 5th Marines; 20% ;froLl tl.19 2l"_d"., 
Batte.lim'r, Uth Marinas:; 17% were from the 3rd Battalion, 5th ¥.exines.; " 

l 
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1~ were froo the let :Battalion. '.J iL \:'~;"c.';": '1;.0 was from the 1st Tank 
:Battalion, 1% was from the 1st k;.g:i::.::','";>:~; i;'~,~!.i'.·.'n, and 1% was .trom ina 
7th Occr.runioations Battalion. Duri.1).g '~;:"'1 x;;'.;:nth our DENTCAl? prog.r&:l was: 
not initiated due to opera.tions end laok o!' slJ5table areas in which to 
oommenoe work. The only :problem experienced hy the dental ol:inio ",as the 
laok of electrical power for equipment, however 1 fua.t problem has now 
boon eHll~ted. Total d8\Y's lost to power problems has been iMo da\rs., 
while total days lost this month total 1;. . 

1;. Qha.;p1a.in. Four Catholic and four Protestant Servioes wrere held in 
the Regmen tal a:t'ea during Jwe. A t.loondanoe at these services; were.$ 

Catholio - 121 
Protestant - 138 

The Battalion Ohaplain of First Battalton provided Cbtholic coverage for 
the Reg10ental ComnandPost. The Rog:i.nenta.l Chaplain provided. oovera.ge 
for the 1st Battalion, 5th Marinoff a.nd. 2nd. Ba-ttalion., II th Marineso A 
totel of 11 services were held with a total attendance of 23lo On Friday, 
9 June.a Memorial Service wag held at the Regmental Coml:land· Post for nen 
killed in action during Operations UNION 6.tld UNION II. 

PART IT 

ClffiONOLOGY OF SUBORDlliATE COMMANDS 
.A~ID SUPPORTJJW- D00UD-lENTS 

1.JFNOtosURE 2) HEA.DQUfJlTERS COMPANY, 5TH KflRINES C{lI]M}JID CHRONOI1)~t'.": . 
~CWSURE 3) 1ST B.ATT1~ION y ;}m HARIl't~S CU'1J.'ULND CHRONCLOJY /' r . . 
J.. CLOSURE 4 3lID BATT1'JJIClN, 5TH MtUmTJ::;.S C~1A:ND CHRONOLOGY l. p~ ;I 

J . muON II . . i .. 
ENCLOSURE (6) 5TH MARINES COMBAT AFTER. ACTION REPORT, OPE3ATlaN ~ ~N'-~ 
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"&#[44 HEAD(.)n~.:;:::~"· , ,',. ; ,,:'. ,t. ":'/. 

1st Marine Div::L;';::.,.: ..... ,. ,> .:~,':: ;':>,:dne Force 
FIef";;!>:;',:;:· ;.> ',',. 

San Francisc'.).,' :';:;:" ,:>';::::;,.::, :-)6602, ' 

3/RJCfjak 
}480 
23 July 1967 

Prouu Commanding Officer 
To: Canmanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), rMF 

Subj: Comba.~ After Action Report 

Reft (a) Division Order 3480.1 

Encl: 1st :Battalion, 5th Ma.ri.n.es Combat Atter Action Report f!kt~ 
3i'd. ::Battalion, 5th Marmes Combat After Action Report r~~ 

, Code Namer Operation ADAm 

1. Opera.tion ADAIR was characterized by very light contact, hOlo1ever 
t.l].e first efforts at employing tanks i..."'l the TRANG Bnrn-QUE SON-HIEP DUO 
area Were successful, despite the fact that trafficab ili ty was fe.ir to 
poor in: some area.s. Tanks provided a strong deterrent to snipers and 
apparently cause,d the enemy to avoid contact until some means' of 
neutralizing the tanka could be fOlLl1.dJ. By avoiding the use of roa.ds 
the enemy wa.s never afforded the opportunity to employ mines. 

2. ,When the Collecting end Clearing Platoon is employed on Regimental 
sized operations i'j; ha.s been .found to be beneficial for each battalion 
to ma.inta.in an a,id:atation near the Collecting and Clea.ring 8tatiol'l i.n 
orCier to ha.ve sufficient Medical Officers on hand in the event of ;nass 
casual ties, to handle medical r~supplies more efficiently and to give 
more definitive trea-bnent to minor casualties and return them to the 
field more rapidly. 

~
' 

, , 
~re>O 

S. DAVIS 
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3/RJC/jsk 
34C{) 
17 ~i'l.:Lty 1967 

To: COmmancling General, 1st Marine Division (Rein}, EMF 

Subj: 

:R.er: 

Enol: 1 st Battal :Len, 
2nd Bati.alion, 
1;,.cl B tJ.." .. ;'0'" r- a "o.~ .. ,'-'} 

5th M~.:r.ines 
5 fu Ea.r i."1.00 

5 th Mar meA 

Coo_9' N'BLle: Oper.ation m'TION II 

1, Ope:retion UNION II, closely follotdng Operation IDTION', continued: fue 
heavy E.tt:::'i tion in persorme1, weapons nnd lll?~teX'~.el in the 2m :HVA D:Lvision~ 
The dep'-l:h o'f the enerr.y defens:es and tho -W!~l-!;G:i tv with which he do:r.E})1d.~·i 
Reg4...!:1£:nml Cbje~-tive IiF" 011: 2 J.tr1.e, si;::O;1:'1.y :l_:;cUc£"t0d ti:lz.t 1i1e fm.:o;·'.(;i,:·J: 
OCl'J!I:::c.ncl poat of t..~e di"l,>:i.sion Wl,S: loc?,·l""d. "-rj_-J.;~.lj:,::: -:;boo c"!:;jG,:,tive' e~(),o',,, ;~~~:? 
he~l"i.'Y bOia.')::u-d:nent 'by aiX' a:ncl artin~)~y :~):;~JJt:.:::.;;c:. l~nm():rou.s· cmeor.:ili\1:;r Gx:plos­
ionso It i9' believed tha.t severe pe:l'Flonnel C'2.zual ties: jZ9sul ted to com"':Jat 
and combat service su-pport units of -!:;ho 2_111 ~-v~\. rliV::_siol1.~ . 

2. The delay·:L.~ ls:nC1jng the 2l1.d Bat"~~.]'ion, 5t~J, l,!:{:--:tnes. s,s- j,n.C!i,ca·God. by' {J.:.€ 
CCmmaJ'I..d.ing Officer, 2nd Battalion, 5t..~ l'1f.J.:t'i~A; ~n :pa.re.g.t'a:ph14 or e:n.closu!:e 
(2 r \Y~M due -1;0 tce eX'licnsi va zone propa!'a tion ocnC!uo tert by the Tao tioA.l .Jl.ir 

_ ControJ.le:r.(.A:irborn~)o l:Che decision 'to contlnllG 1be preparation of the ~; 
Tn"';"""''''''''' "'''nA r'" the"'" .&.h"'n S'1;.p+ to +h"" .,,1 +O""""'a{-o' ~·<lS ID""'lo by -I-;"'e R:>O"menoW,"I .t''''~hJ. .. y .JIV., ,.,. .~ ...... _ t..;. ... a..._ ~.~ v j"IO. ..;:::: ~ .... "".,...J.,..'.J.; lot¥''' \";,..JI. .,.;.0\.4,._ I.IJJ..~ ~,,)J.,.,J.A. . l"!':I..,.L 

Ccm..'"'lD:r..aer.ol'l t.."lG a(1~[l.co of t..'1e TA.C(A).. :~1e decis::on :!:'esul t.ed :in a nigilt 
la.na~..g· ,dt..1.' the.a.·t-t-.enc1a;nt con~cl propJ.eT.lS, bu:t .\1O.s justified: by t.~e: sui t­
ability 8.'I1diirO:x:l.ni ty of the: laridil~ zona -to t.h'?; 01; jec.ti vo a.nd_ +lle ter:I:':3.in 
f~tuT.e$ vb.ich provj.cled e:;rcellent. TJ<::·/\'"i.g,j;-tiC .• ;9.1 e,.8~;:iG';;'':\')'')'')'J f.Gt'~.:h('i> n;t;t8,ck.iDg 
ground uiu t;}~' .. 

S.DA.VIS 
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1 • .~c". \.: l!.i~Fl. 

~ileration "DIUON II" (Searche..nd Destroy) 
.' 

2. Dates of Operation. 
260001H I>'lay 1967 to 051800HJune 1967 

3. Location. ]l'rom26-30 Hay 1967, the Battalion Participa:iic<\ in Opera-
tion milON II in the oentr-al part of '·i.U~ Son District; !,J.uang~laJIl Pr.ov'it(c€!;Ii . 
RVN. On 30 l'1aY 1967, the Batt·alion was helicopter lifted from the :combat ' 
base (BT 025343). t'o LZ Robin (M: 012210), lOoated in the northeast'part of 

,' .. Tien Phuog Dist:i-ic:t;, RVN~ ~ 'rl1s'-Battalion commenced, a', coordinated attack in a 
northeasterly direotion from the LZ into the northwest portion of the 'ram Ky 
District, RVN 'around the . ~astern side ofNui DaNgua (BT 165267) to a nor'~h- . 

I" • 

wcsi;erly direction through Thang 'Binh liistr~ct,,~uang Tin Province, RVN, ... to 
combat base lo6atC4i in.~~ue[: Son 1!lstrict,. 'iuang l'lam Prpvince;; RVN. 

I ~ J.. ... '" • 

·4. Control or Coninand keaAauarters. 
" . . 

:1stBIl,5t~l~' (-)(Rein) , :. 
. " . . 
E&S Co, 1stBn, 5tLMer (-)(Rein) 

Co A, 1stBn, 5thMar (-)(Rein) ( 2611iay-2Jtm6 7) 

Co A, 1 stBn, 5thiViar (-)(Rein) (3-5Jun67) 

Co C . , 1 stEn, 5thrvIar (- )(Rein) (26-29Jun67) 

Co D, ,tstBn, 5thi'1ar (-)(Rein) (30Nay-5Jun67) 

Co F, 2ndBn, 5thi.vlar (-)(Rein) (27Na.y-2Jun67) 

Co F, 2ndBn, 5thtvlar (- )(Rein) (2-5Jun67) 

5. Task Organiz~.9l1. 

1stBn, 5thl'lar (-)(Rein) 

H&S Co, 1~tBn,5thll-1r ('-)(Rein) 
Fi::&S Comp2.n:Y:~·-:-­

Det ,81.mn Iv'lortox Pl t 
Det ,Ivied PIt 
Det, ·~COImr. Pit:' : : 
K.it Carson 'rJIi: ~. ; 
ARVN. Ln Ofr .:1 .• 

Det, Co: B, 1 stSPBn 
Det, O~:s, 1 stDngrBn 
Det, B~y D, 2ndBn, 1fthMax' 
Det, lIq Co, 5thl"Iar (Scout Sniper T)Il) 

. ,.\ 2. 

DECLASSIFIED 

CAPT it. 0-. l3AB! 011 

Cl1PT B. K. BRGDIB 

CAPT R. J. C,:;..S\I.ci1L 

1 s'rL'r D. L. HCI N'.ClJRFF 

CAPT J. A. GJ,AF.JUil 

2NDLT W. A. TIq.FlT 

LTCOL P. L. illLG.ARTlfER 

GAPT G. L. N(JKAY (Acting) 
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3/fJHJ3/glk 
)480 
'16 ~une 1961 

.': 

'. ,Y 0 1 8~ ~b'((~,: 

,t 

.5~m ~~ . - ,,' 
From: Co~ding Officer 
TOI,,; Co~kding General; 1 at lvJarine Division 
Via.: Oommanding Officer, 5th N,arines 

Copy, / () of ,,~ p. ~Opi6S. 

. . . . 
Subj: . Combat After Aotion Report, Operation "UlflON .i~~:::;: '?~:;";' Slt~ ,~;,:ru) 

-" . Ref:' (a.) DivO 3480.1 

, 

(b) 5th 1l'Iarines Frag Order 28-67 
(dc)" 5th Marines Frag Order 29-67 
() 5t.h Marines Frag lirder 30-67 

_, .. (e) ~ 5th Ivlarines Frag l.i'rder 31-67 
ef) 5th t-:larines Frag Order 32-67 
(hg) 5th Naxinos Frsg C4'der 34~7 
() 5~h IvIarines Frag Order 35~7 

. " (~J'.) 5th Narines FragOrder;6-67 
() 5~ l"i9.xines Frag Order 37-67 
(k) 5th !'?es Frag Order 36-61 

.Enol~ . 1st· Battalion, 5th·}'1a.rin.:.s Frag Order 47-67 
Operation and Night Disposition Ov"erlS3 D-D~ 
ppepation and Night Disposition Overl~ ,D+1 

'\ . 1 st .Battalion, 5th lvlarines hag Order 48-67 
1s~ Dattalion, 5th Marines Frag urder 49-67 

. Operation and ~'{ightDisposition Overla.v .iJ+2 
7' Operation and Night D~sposit~onUverlay D+3 
8) 1 st :Ba.ttalion, 5th Marinas Frog Ordor 50;.67 

"', 1(19oj" 1st B,a.ttalion, 5th l'lie.rines hag Urder 52-67 
/( ,Operation and Nlght Disposition Ovcrl~ ~4 
.~11 . 1 st 13a.ttelion, 5th Narin~~ Frag Order 53-67 

. A 12) Operation and lQ'ight Disposition"Overl83' D+5 

~
13l' 1st Battalion, 5th Marinos Frag Order 54-67 

J 14 Operation and Night Disposition Over1a.Y D+6 
,j 1'5 1 st i3g,tte.ll.on, 5th i"larines Fro.,g Urder 55-67 

11.6 1st Battalion, 5th lYia.:dnes Frag lJ'rdor 56-67 

1:

(17) Operation and Night uisposition UverlaY D+7 

l18) Operation wd. Hight Disposition Overl.ay D+8 
, 19) . Operation and Night DispositJ.on OverlS3 D+9 

Ji, 20) 1 st Ba.ttalion, 5th l'1arines Fl;'a.g Order 57-67 
~(21) 1 st Battalion, 5th l¥iarines Frag Order 56-67 
>1(22) " Operation Overlay ])+10 

bOWN~,}I!:;D!'y .~ ~ ~~"~l\.li' rf'lr~.RV" h, 
?~ I'"\E;C.n·-A.~ ~l:' r", '. - ~, 

., -~~"""--~' ... L •• ', 1.2 Y·i~fU1S. 
iDO,.) uLd 5",00.10 1 

, 
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Company A (-)(Rein) (26May-2Jun67) 
CompalV 1 ( -) (3-5Jun67) 
D,et, Co B, 1stSPBn 
Det,' CoB, 1stEagrBn 
Det, Btry D, 2ndBn, 11thMar 

" , 
i. / 

" :'Det" : H&S.Co,1 stBn, 5thMar : ' 
. ~ Det, 8tmml'lortar PIt (FO Tm) , 

,De,t, Comm Plt' 

• 
CAPT R. G. BABICH 
CAPT B. K. BRODIE 

. , , ... ' ',Det, lYled, PIt '; 
Det, 'FACTm·. ': ' 
S-2'Scout 
Kit Car son Tm ' 

. Dot, HqCo~ :5t~ (Sdout Sniper TIli) 
. Company C ( ... )(Rein) '(26-29MaJr67): " 

Company ,C (-)' 
D et, Co:S, 1 stSPBn 

.. Det, Co B, 1 stEngrJ3n 
Det', Btry D, 2ndBnj. 11thMar' 
Det, H&SCo" 1 stBn, 5tbMar . 

Det, 81mni}'Jorta.r PIt (FO Tm) 
, Det,Comm PIt 

Det, Ivied Pit" 
Det, 'FAC Tm,' 

''S-2 Sooute' 
.. :Ki t Carson Tm , 

.j', 

, Det, HqCo,5thll/U' (Scout Snipor Tm) 
Compan~>D (~l1Rein); . (30May-5Jun67) 
, Comp:.-tnyD-) , . ,'.' . 
Det" .Co-B" 1 stSPBn 
Dot, 00', B, 1 stMgt'Bn 
Det, Btry D, 2ndEn, 11thNar 
Det, H&S Co ~ 1 siEn;' 5 t bMar 

", "Dot, '81ml1l Nortar pit' 
-:De~kComm Plt ~': . 
Det, :£tI~ Plt 

"Det, FlW '~Im , " 
,S':"2ScQut . " 

1 STLT D. L. MCIl~rUBFF 

. Kit Carson Tm,' ". , . 
Det,Hq Co~ StbMar (Scout Sniper- Tm) " 

':"Compan.y F. 2n;:pn,'S!;hl'Iai-( -)(Rein1-(27MaY~Jun61). , CAPT 'J., A. GRlt.HA.M 
CompanY F C··)' ," . (2~5JUn.61) 2NDLT w. A.. TIGHT 
Det, Co, B, 1 stSPBn ' ,. ' 
Det, Co B, 1stBngr:J3n 

. Det', BtryE, 2nd Bn', 11thMar 
D et, H&S Co, 2ndBn;' 5t'hMar 

Pet, 81ffim Mortar ~lt 
, D et; COIrull pH' . 

'Det, Med Pl t . 
Det, FAC Tm 
8...;2 Scoute, 

'Kit Cars'onTm ' . 
DG'\r Hq co, 5thl-'Ia:r (scout Sniper Tm). 
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6. Supporting Forces. t~:~'(~:t:c::~(~ "J~l~:t;0 
A. Air. .' . m During period of 26-2,9 }lay 1967, no fixedmng aircraft were 

utilized. Air Force and Harine A/O' s were utilized daily throughout the 
period. . . 

. (2) On the morning of D+4, 12 fixod wing aircraft conducted a 
prepJl.anncd LZ preparah:jn of LZ Robin located in vicinity ooordinates ' 
(BT,10021f!l) •. Strike was controlled by a Na;rine TAC/A. in support of debark­
ing 1st Battalion, 5th Marines units in vicinity coordina.tes (,Blf 100200) .. 
StrJ.ke was con'Lolled and supported by a four plane flight of i'l,,'l.Xine DRIB 
gunships. The strike effectivbly suppressed moderate sniper fire that was 
being received from the arza. Two A4 aircraft struck enemy sniper positions 
in vicinity coordinates CBT 124225) which was hindering the a.d.vEillce of Compmy 
F. The. enemy fire was suppressed~ The strike was controlled directly by 
Oompany P's FAC '1:0am. One of the A4 aircraft collided with the ground during 
his second run on 'i;he target. Cause of the accident was undetermined •. 

(,) On D+5 and D+6 l'1arine and .Air Force observation aircraft were ~ 
utilized extensively by adv2Jlcing 1 st Battalion, 5th £iarines units. On D+7 ., 
two F-8 and two F-4 aircraft conducted a close e~r support strike on forti-
fice, entHDY positions in vicinity coordiniCites (BT 123324) in suppor~ of 
Company 1). '11ho strike was controlle·:'. by an Air Force ·r .... c/,;;.. in an 01 air-
c:caft. RGs\J~t of tlK;se eir st:;.ikes was one lCl3.It., confirmod. Four ~-4 air-
cra.ft cGnduct~d a glose e.ir support strike at vicinity coordinates (BT 115.;25) 
against enemy positions that were hindoring the advance of Jompanios D and .. 
F. Five houses were destroyec. and 1 st Eactalion, 5th l'iarines units were 
able to sweep the area. The air strikes were· conducted. by a Harine TAG/A. 
in an 01 type ·aircraft. Durin§,' the night of D+7 and morning of 1)+8, six 
flights of 1"-4' 5, six flights of F-8' 5 and four flights of i..-4' s conducted 
continuous air strikes against heavily fortifiod enemy positions, whioh were 
located between vicinity coordinates (BT 095324) and (BT 086318). The 

strikes were flown in support of Cowpanies D ~d F which were engaged with 
a large enemy force. The strikes were controllGd by e..n Air :ii'orce C-47 
Dfu>.GljU SHIP and j·;.:Tine, URIE gunships. Coordinating instructions and enemy/ _ 
frmencHy posttiOJi.roports were supplied by the Company D Fi:..C. During intor-­
valswhen fixed ,.."ing c.ircraft was not on station, the DR..lOO1~ dhlP strafed 
the target area. vne small fortified village was completely destroyed. 5th 
lViarines .iJ.O response to 1 at Battalion, 5th. Marines iiilillediate raquests for 
tactical air su:v~)ort on D+7 and D+8 Wi:..S oonsidered to be outstanding. The 
timeliness and e~'fectj>eness of the fixed wing air support provided to 1 st 

Battalion,' 5th N,:.,'ncs·).llits contributed directly to the successful accomp­
lishment of JGhe ·Ba.;tajion' s mission. 

:B. .b.rtillery. 
. ( 1) J;.rtillery support until D+5 6r UNION II was provic.ed by ]at'~ery 

D, 2nd Ba.ttalion, 11th I·iarin:.;s. As 1 st ~ttalion, 5th Narines continu'ed the 
advance on D-15, support shifted to Battery W, 2nd Battalion, 11th Narines. 
Battery], 2nd BattBlion, 11th l'.ia.ri.nes again assumGd the role as direct 
support on D+8 and continued to support 1 st Battalion, 5th liiarines until the 
.onclusion of tho operation. Operation "UWiON 11" was oharaotcrized by 
extensive use of prape.ration fires. The prepe.rations were very effective 
and contributec\ to a notioeable L;ck of sniper horrassment. Ot.served missions 

4 
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during the first 8 dBJ's of Operation U1D:Olr II were 'few du.e to insufficient 
target areas. On 1)+8 Battery D supported 1.at Battalion, 5th :Harines by fir­
ing continuous. concUJ::rent missions for Companies li., D, and F from 1100H until . 
dark, with excellen-I; effect on the target areas. . 

. ,(2) B&I .fires were_used nightly duringUNION·lI-on aV'enuGsof 
approaoh, mortar positions, assembly areas, harbor sites, areas of known VC 
activity, and routes of aommunicat~on and resupply. 

(3) J~ total of 267 such areas were denied use 'to the ve. Artillery 
support for Operation UNION II was exoellentand contributed significantly 
to the oV3roll success o.f the. 1st Battalion, 5th ~~inos. 

c. 0fin:~inc'er~'uppo;t 'f~ Operatio~ mnON II ~as provided by the 1st 
Platoon, Company "B", 1 st lilngineerBattalion attach~d to the 1 st Battalion, 
5th Marines. . , '. '. . . . . 

(2) On 4 June 1967 tbroe separate (;eVes and one tunnol complex were 
destroyed by the engineers in·the vicinity (BT 108316) •. kll caves were 
approximately 6 feet deep and 3-4 foet high extending 15 foet, 20 feet and 
50 fcet into the ground. Tho tunnel complax W2~ 96 feet long and 3 to 5 feet 
high with wooden planks for decking. . , . 

(3) ..1. total of 25 :pounds of 0-4 demolitions and 688 pounds of 
oratering charg(U'l were used to destroy these caves and the 29 ordinance items. 
listed in paragraph 11e. .~. 

7. Intoll..ig0ncc •. · " 
a~ .-Estimat.s- or' vc Stren~hz Location, "and Ihsposition in the Objective 

~. 
(1) Forces anticipated in the immediate area. 

"UNIT LOa.:;.TIQU 

3rd NV;.fI.Regt BT 095315 . _2,000 Ij:ighly trained and well 
disc~pli~od . 

e (2) lnte: .. ligence was initially provided to this unit by the 5th 
, Ma.:rineRogiinent e?l.d 1st Horine Division PREIl~1J!RJ:i.(p 5::"67.' 

b. J!inelWl, St!.;~l,ng!h ane. Si tua,t l. on ~ctual1y detcrntined duriag the Operation. 

(1) Est:~:'"ate"f actual strength was dGtermined t~ have buen ab~t 
2,000 men inClud: .. lg VG:ond NVi.. units. 

(2) The or.dro and soldiers displcyoo. a. high degrGo of .self surfi ... , . 

oi~cy and appear~dready to ~ut forth.a determined' defen~e. 

c. VemA tJni~entiiLd. 

( 1)' 3rd IN 4 Regiment. 

d. SignifiCant Intelligence Gained. 

5 
J' • 
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(1) It was discovered ti~at ~ the Vietnamese populace w~re friendly 
and of a cooporative nature whon approache~ for information but at times, 
we:r:'~ hesitant to volunteer informati~n in apparent f0ar of va reprisal •. 

(2) The suspects captured. displayed obVious 'fear when approached by 
rtlarinos. 

(3) Interrogation of detainoes indic~'.Jcod a strong va infrastructure, 
consisting of Youth, Farmers, and Womens .i..ssociations. 

(4) The enemy employed a chemical irrHant agont. 

(S) Tho Objective of this op~2:r'..tion W2.S to fix end destroy VC forces 
E:"J:1d supplios in the objective I:'.l'eo.. 

e •. Torrdn. 

(1) Criticcl Tannin Fec.tures. 

(a) Hill 242 
(b) Hill 123 
(c) Hill 63. 

(BT 128226) , 
(BT 165234)" 
(BT 083325) 

(2) The terrain in the objective crua of Thlll1g Binh Volley is com­
posed of p2.ddylf$d surroundod by densoly forestod fllountr.ins with elovations 
of 100 to 479 meters. Paddyland W(l.S interspersed with hills thickly covored 
with brush. . 

(3) Obstecles. Few rivors and streams trrycrse the objective aro~ 
and did not present cny major problems. 

(4) i .. venues of Approach. 'rrcils in the opcrdional nrca were good 
to excollent for foot tr;jops. 

(5) Cros;: Country Novorncnt. Ho unusu.:J, problems were encountered. 

f. Wce.t her. 

(1) Thrc:',ghout tho opor8.tion, weather wes eh.:'1I'cctorizcd by pDrtly 
cloudy skies ancL'~or tr:.O most part, 1plI'cstrictod viflibility. 

e. i .. ssignpd Yussip.,n. 

(1) To condUct search and destroy operations in cron of operation to 
capture or dostroy enomy forces und supplies lOcated theroin. 

9. P9Jlcept of 0llo.ration. 

(1) fhc 1 st Battc:lion, 5th l'Ic.rincs esta.blishes blocking positions cast 

, 7 
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Of vdl::;y in vicinity coordlrl,;tos (BT 067396) to vicinity coordinates 
(ET 055384), prepnrGd to continue attack on order~ Conducts combat patrols 
Detwoon combat base located at (BT 025341) Hill 51 and cast west grid line 
31 on D-Da;y. ' ' 

10. Bxc cut ion. 

a.. D-1. 2-5 May 1967 

(1.) 251920H 1.st Battalion, 5th Harinos recoived 5th Harincs Frag 
Order 28-67 committing the 1st Battalion, 5th l~~'\!'ines to OpGrc..tion UNION II. 
See referenco (b). ' ' 

(2) 252130H 1st Battalion, 5th lI'1s.rincs Frag Crdcr was promulgatad 
to all subordinato units. Soo enclosure (1). 

b. ~-Day 26 May 1967 (See enclosure (2) }. 

(1) 260001H ~t H-6, 1s'i Battalion, 5th Ntxines units departed combat· 
basG to ostablish blocking positions in accordance with 5th Ivicrin;;;s Frag 
Order 28-67 and as directed by 1 at Battalion, 5th Marines Frag Order 47-67. 
See reference (b) and enclosure (1). 

(1) 260530H Units of the 1st Battalion, 5th Mcx~n0S were 0stabliahod 
in blockin~ )ositions in vicinity coordinr.tes (BT 061396) and (13'£ 055384). 

(3) 260615H Platoon Pa~rol 5B2 departed comb~t base on established 
patrol route in accordenoG with 1 at Bnttclion, 5th Nnrincs Frag Order 47-67'; (4l 260900B Platoon Patrol 5B2 arrived at chcclql9int N. 

, (5 260928H Platoon Patrol 5132 arrived at checkIJO:f.D:i 31. ' 
(6 261203H Platoon Patrol 5B2 located in vicini~y coordinatos 

(BT 044310 apprehended two Vietnamese mcics, ages 30-35 years old, wearing 
bla.ck clothing running across a rice paddy toward patrol. Detainees wero 
returned to the' combat base for quostioning and woro forwarded to 5th Marines 
S4. ' 

(7) 26142CH ~·l.noop. P::-.trol 5132' r'X:Hvud d chJckpoint~1. , 
(e} 261453H Pl;,toonJ:l<:,trol 5J2 ;.rriv;xl ;;,.t cilockWh13., 
(9) 2616~ 5H PL~t-oon P ,:(;rol 5:132 :roturnod to COD.bd· b2.D:;. 

'-.~ (to) '26161511 Comp2llY C squad pn.trol ont·..;rod hamlet v:i:cinity coordinat-
es (BT 050396) end observed 2 Vietnamese m8les and 1 fe~o fleeing from the, 
hamlet in a north'.;rost a,ircction. JoUl tarIJc \'I'cre dressed in black clothing, ' 
and wore appro::ct,-;~,.toly 25 YOm'S of age. Patrol ,ordered Viotn<1.DlGse to halt 
three times. Wh·.:'" ViF;,~amcso foiled to halt, H:.=xines fired throe rounds small 
arms fire and two 11-79 :,ounds at Vi<::ltne.mose wounding the ~emalG in the but. 
locks. ;.. thooougiJ, se["Tch was conducted for tJ:lc two males with negative 
resul tSe Tho female detainee received first aid for shrapnel wounds, and 
was for;'la;rdod to 5th Nc:rinos 8-2. 

(11) 261700H Company C looated vicinity coordinat0s (BT 066393) 
observed one Vietnamose malo, ago 33 dressed in black clothing ,,;.nd straw hat 
lea.ve a trail and return s~oral moments lr..torcr.rrying a pack. The Viotnc.-

.. ' 
mesa was approhcndodand sca.rchod. The c1ete.inee ,and ,the following equipment 
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waS fo:cwarded;to' 5th r-Larinos 5-2; one pack, assorted elotlung., food, pills,' 
hawmock, papers and documents. 

'. , .' (12) 261800B: Company C a'qua.d patrol located ,in vicinity coordinates 
,(BT 072397) obsorvod one VietnaJllesa male ago 40 dressed in black and white 
clpthing running in a nortll.w.:;st direction a.pproximately 45 metors from 
patrol. Patrol approhended the Vietnamese malo. The dotainoe, was questionod 
by tho Battalion 6-2 and forwardod to 5th Narinos 8-2. 

. (1,,) 262015H, Compuny''(1. squad patrol 5A5 wililemoving into position 
vicinityc~crdinates (BT 037387) obsorvod 3 Vietnameso following approxi~ 
matoly 25 meters to the rear. The rc~ point fired 3 rOlUlds smdl arms fire 

.' a.t 'vietnainese and Observed one Vietn~ese fall" and get up. .Allthroo 
Vietnrunoso fled in a westerly diroction. Patrol activity altered their 
po'sitivns ·and set in for tho night. Patrol.oonduoted a. detailed searoh of 
thoaroa a.t 272100H with negativo results. Rosuitss 1 VO W'IA. probablo. 

(14) 262100H 1 at Battalion, 5th IVlarines night dOf'ensive perimetEilr 
and activitl.ea wero established. Soe, enclosuro (2). 

'0.' 1)+1. :', 27 Jl1a.v, 1967 (~ee encl~6ure (3).) 

l1) :270400H ,1 at :Ba.ttalion, 5th l''Ol.'incs roceivod 5th H<1rl.nos Fna.g 

Order. 29-61. See referonce (0),. 
. (2) 270600H 1st :6atte.lion, 5th l''lcl;'inCS' FrE:.g IJrder 48-67 was pro-

mulgated to all sub'oxdinato units •. Sooonclosu;'c (4). . ' . 
, ,'. (3) 271025H 1st Battal~on units'commonood S&D oporation in accord.-

anee with, 1st. B'att,::lion, 5th'l'iarinos hag order. 48-61.0 Sec enclosure (4). 
. '. (4) ,':271131H 1st Battalion, 5th l'l.-~inesseburc'Objoc:tivo D and E. 

,Units patrolled and scrconod Phaso ;Line' Whitt:)" from vicinity coordinates 
. (BT'060360j to (BT 080390). -" :: .'. , .' '. 

. ' " (5 . 271515H Compa,riy C outpost 10 catodiri vicinity, coordinates 
. ~J:lrr 014371 observod, va with weapons dressed in gray clothl.llg mOving in . 

'a northEJ.9$t direction' at' a rang0 of approxima.tely 300 meters in vicinity 
coordinat,es,~BT 077375). ,Outpost firod 100 rOWlds of smcll arms fire ,at ve. 
A squad searched the aroa ¥rithnogativC:l' rosults. - , - _ 
- > (6}' 271i:;<1,OH Resupply for 1st Ba.ttalion, 5th l'iarincs.· completod. .. 

. ' (.1) 271330H OPCON of, CompC'ny Fwas passed from 2nd Battalion, 5th 
t<inrinoa'-to' 3rdB,:~tta.l:i.on,- 5thMarihes~ '-., - ,-
, . ." - (8) - 2,7?!OOH 1-ot Ba.ttalion, -5th ivlaxinos night defonsivoperimetor 
and activities '.'T~·C eeto.blished. -- Sae unclclsurc (3).' : 

(9) 27'<30H ~ sGBattal,ion,5thNa;rines received 5th ltlarinesFrag 
'Ordor 30~67. S':., rcfc:cnco (d). 

d •• D+2,28 hay 1961. {600 onclo.surc (6).) 

(1)' 280a,OH Compa.ny F, 2nd Battali(.;ll, 5th Ivlarinossquadpatrol 

l~oatod i~ vicizdtycOQrdinat~s {BT (75366),'observcd 15-20 VO in camou1'l8.8od 
uniforms moving in,a 'southwust ~direotion approxi!Ila.toly 1100 mOters aW{33 , 

in vicinity c'oordiriates (BT 066'364). Patrol called for artillory JiUss1cn, 
16 105mm HE'and 3 rounds 105m w:p.' were fired on. target with excellont 
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ooverage. Patrol observed three YC floeing to the Gast. during. artillerr 
missions. Jl.rOa. was soarohod from cvordinatos (:ST 015366) to {ST 089364) to 

. .- ooordinates lET 090634), and patrol found a. tunnel complox .at coordinates 
(BT 088364), and two holos approximatoly 4 foot in diameter and '10 feet 
deep. The tunnol was searched with as grenades and 'fiold protective masks 
with negative results. Detailod search'. 91', the· arGa' .Was conducted with 
negative resul ta. . . ' . 

•. ' (2) 260850H06mpe.ny A squadphtrol located in Vicinity coordinates 
(BT 010358) observod oneViotnamese male~ approximately 25 years of age 
drossed in black clothing,.thrvw an objoct beliovod to 00 a WCapon into 

. bushes approximatoly 100 ·metars·southW0st of patrol in Vicinity ·coordinates 
(BT 069357). Patrol cl.1allonged VC .end YO failed to halt, patz;ol firQd 10-

. 12 rounds small arms fire, killing tho VC.·· Patrol searchod thG corpsc and 
fotind pack strap marks and shrapnel wo\l;I1ds~. on ~hQ vet s 'body ~Rosul tSI 

.. 1 V C KIA conf.i.rmed. . .':. , : 
: (;) 281200H1Eit Battalion, 5th r·ja.l!inos Frag order 49-67 promul-

gated to all subordinate units •• Soe enclosure (5).;' . 
. '. . (4) 261400H eompanyJ~ located vicinity coordinc:.tos· (BT 062362) 

.approhendod 2 males age 22 'and 60 bidirtgina OEVO. Ona detaineo was drossod 
in green clothing and tho othor dOtain00 vas dressed in black clothing. 
Dota;inrc.Jes were forwarded to 5th lViarines 8-2 •.. 

". (5) 281930HCompany io. while soarching area. in vicinity coordinates 
(m 085353) to (BT 085356) found 1,20 rounds 5.56mm· ammwut~on, 1 lY.i26 
fr::gmcntation grenado, 1ChiCom gronade,1 VO bolt with l'i14 ~zina pouch. 
and 4 graves a.pproximately 4 woeks old. Captured equipment was forwarded 
to 5th j,Vlarin06 S-2. . '. 

.. '. . (6)' 282100H 1 at battalion, 5th l"1a.t'inl;)s ni~ht defensivo perimtar 
and activities wade established. Jee ~nclosure (6)_' . 
. . (7)282158H 1st Battali0n, 5th NarJ.nQ8 recelved5th tiarines hag: 

Order 31-67- 'SGGre:fcrenc0 (e). . ' ' . 

e.· D+3 29 Nay 1.967" (Soo enclosure (7)). 

. (1) 29CO~ 5H 18'~ Ba.ti~alion, 5th Marin,-' i!'rag Order 50-67. was prowl-
. gated to, all 6ubQ::<~in8t.~;· units. SeQ' Ol}cloBure ~8). . . 

(2) . 290S.;:;H L'Ji.d elements· of 1 st EattB.lion, 5th lVlarines ar:.;ssed 
PhasoLinc Black .. J..::vin,·: '1:;0 combat base bcated at Bill 511. 

(3) 290t;,,.:~H C:~;;;'fla/.1Y F,·2nd jatts.1Ln, 5th tilarin.:.,s rep.:rted that a 
ourrent list ;.;;1' ;~>.~ust.)yJint6 wu- lost svmatime between 282400H~ to 290500H 
vioinity' co::.rdinr;os (Yl' 07n66). .' . 

(4) 291.c:,:::OH Company F, 2nd Da.ttal~()n, 5th 1<1aI":mes squad patrol 
vicinitYCQordinaces t13T 009406) observ.ed 7- VO .:wearing packs and. helmets 
running tbrcugh.s; treeline e.ppr;:.;ximat.qly 400 meters to the s;:)uthwest vicinity 
ooordinates (.BT .OO5345). Patrol fired: 100 rounds small arms firo at tho Vc. 
P~.tr::1 reCGivod apprcxim?tely 30 rounds sni.,?er firo..:;.rtillory mission 
we.s celled :and 30 rounds105mm Wi: and 2 r,~unds 105mm w.p were fired with. ex­

_ oell€mt o,-verage..ht 291250H while soarching aroairicinityo;J~rdinates 
(BT 008335) patrol.r0CGivod· appr::Jximately20 rounds sniper fire from an unde­
termined ·nu.il1borc:£ VO at. appr;.)xilllately 500matcrs to thG sruthet}/it vidnity 
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ooordina.tes (BT O~8).~",~at~9lt'J~~it \~ ~da. ire wit. rounds s~l ~IDf 
f;i.:re, 2 rounds 3.5 WI? and 5 111-19 rounds. Area was sea;rcned with negative 
'results. 

: (5) . 2914,oH 1 st Battalion, 5th Marinos units arrived at combat base. 
(6) 291900H 1st Battalion, 5th l<1arAll~sriight defensiv8 perimeter 

. was established. See enclosure (7).· . 
. (7) 291930H 1st Battalion, 5th Marines received. 5th Ha;r'ines hag 

Order 32-67. Soe reference (f). . 
(8} 292215H 1 st Battalion, 5th Marines hag Order 52-67 promulgated 

. to ell subordinate units. Company D replaced Company C in the te.sk orgeni­
zation. Soe enclosure (9). 

f. D+4 :;0 Nay 1.967 (SGO enclosuro, (10).) 

(1) 300740H H+10Lead. element of 1 st Battalion, 5th Marines de­
parted LZ located vicWty Combat Base for insertion into LZ Robin located 
in vicinity coordinates (BT 100210). Soe enclosure (9)" . 

(2) . 300805H Lead elements of 1st ~a.ttalion. 5th l>i.-:;.rincr;;. wore insert­
ed into LZ Robin with negative enemy oontact. 

(3) 300850H Personnel of 1 st Battalion, 5th J.ie,rines detected un- e 
knovm chemical irritants in vicinity coordinates (BT 11-321.8). The chemicals . 
produced no signifi cant res111 ts. ' ,. 

(4) 300855H Oompleted insertion of 1st Battalion, 5th Marines . into 
LZ Robin, and were conducting an attack on Objective A. . . 

(5) 300930H All 1st BattCllion, 5th Marine 0 units. had clearod. LZ 
Robin, and woro conduoting an attacl<: on Objective A. ,-

(6) 301135R1st BattEllion, 5th. l'1a,rines observed friendly A4E air, 
craft crash in vicinity coordinates (BT 125230). Aircraft came in low, clip­
ped a treG and fli_pped into a valley vicinity coordinates (BT 1.30037). 5th 
Marines were notified. 

. ~ (7) 301200H Company F, 2nd Battalion, 5th M~zines located vicinity 
coordinates '(m 125226) rcceived approximn.telyWO rounds small arms fire 
from an estimated 6-10 VC at a range of approximatoly 400 meters to the 
north located in vicinity coordinates. (BT 125250),. Company F returned 200 
rounds small arms fire and celled in air strike. Enemy fire ceased. The 
area was searche(' ';vith neg8t~_ve results. .. e 

(3) 301j:OH';;it Ba~~ijalion (-) COiumand Group located vicinity coor­
dinates (B'r 1312>~) r.>.:oivei approximately 3 to 5 rounds small arms f'ire, 
from an estimet2" 1 S:::-ger,a-~ 2, range of approximately 400 meters to' the 
north vicinity (":c:3.:~L~tes (BT130231) ~ Company Arcturned 5 rounds small 
arms fire and sc·.,~'ohe~' +'he aroa with negative results. . 

(9) 30~ ")OH C';mpany A located vicinity coordinates (m 146228) 
received one ·1'0:)..:..:1 small ,arms fire from an unobserved sniper at a range of 
approximately 25(: meters to the northwest, .located in vicinity coordinates 
(BT 145229).,' Company A. returned.5 ro"Lmds small arms fire and searched the 
area 'With negative results. Sniper's moat likely route of withdrawal was 
to the northwest. '.. . 

(to) 301910H 1 st :5attaliGln; 5th Marines SCCUl'lid ObjcotiljG.A. 
(11) 302100H tst Battalion, 5th Harines nightdofensive perimeter· 

and activities were established. Sec enclosure (10). . 
(12) 302200H 1 st Battalion, 5th Marines; Frag Order 53-61 was promil­

. gated to all subordinate units. See enclosure (11). . 
:j • 
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g. D+'5 (,1 1'Is.;y 1.961) (Soeenclosure (12).) 

(1) ·.31.0040H 1 at Battalio~, 5th ,Z.Iarin(jsr~cei~cci. 5th IvIarines hag 
Order 34-67. See reference (g). ", . , 

. . (2) }1:0630H Lead element of 1 at Battalion, 5th l~Ia.rines cO!llIilenced 
coordinated Search and DestroY,Operatl'on to·sGcura.Objective B. 
. . (3)-310715H Oompanios .. ,A and Farrived at Phase Line Yellow., 

" (4)' . 310730H Companies J~ and Fdeparted Phase Lino Yollow moving 
to attack'and sGcurc .Objective B. 

(5) 310920H , Company F located in vicinity doordinates (M' '159245) 
received approximately. 30 rounds smcll arms fire frqJ}l an undetermined number 
6f VO at a range of approxime.tely 350 meters to the north. Company F re-

.. turned approximately 31:5 r<;>unds small arms fire and 5 M-79 rounds. The area. 
was searched and Marines encountered one ve with ·weapon at a distance of 
approximatqly 200 motors. CompanY F 'fired 10 rounds small I;l.1:'ms fire at ve. 
V C fell, as:ii hit and rolled ·down the.bi1l in thick'br1.lsh •.. 1>. detailed search 
of the' aJ:'o~ was con,ducted with negative resuJ.ts. R9fluJ.ts: t VC WU, probable} 

(6) 310950H 1 st Battalion, 5th MarinossecUtfed ObjGctivo B vicitlity ... 
coordinate $ ,(m 1.64249).: " .'" . .., . 

(7) . 311;OOH Company.F, located vicinity coordinates (m 158248), 
apprehended 1 Vietnamese male, age 2). Detainee was questioned by Battalion 
'6-2 and forwarded to 5th Marinos S-2. . . 

(8) 311515HCompany F squa.dsecurity pa.trol located in vicinity 
.ooordi,nate$ (BT, 141254) .encountered two VO with weapons inund0r~owth 
a.pproximately 25 meters aw~.Patrol fired approximately. ',0 rounds snk"lll 
arms fire 'killing one VC and capturillg one 'Bil,R serial number 658465. Patrol 

.' searche.d the area and found hGavy blocxi trails. Blood trails. w:ero followed . 
with negativo res',.;.lts., It is belioved. localvillB8ors dragged 2nd VOiIS., 

',body awaY- The ::,,'~2ido:1t resulted in 1 VC KIA confirmed, 1, VO KIA probable 
and one BloR captl:xed •. B~ W2.S forwarded to 5th,Narinos 5-2.. " . 
. .' (9) ;11545H Comrrianding Officer, 5th lvIarinos visited 1st Battalion, 
5th Marines vicini.ty Goordinr:;,tes (BT 1.6249). . ' 
'-. (10) 3117'15H 8nr.tpar,,;y D squad patrol located. vicinity coordinates 

(BT 162242) rOC0:' '/0;"; Bl"~rox.i.:latcly 20 rounds small erms fire from 4 VO at 
a. range of appro~j_:II';;.'l":;";.y 35'~: meters from the west Vicinity coorclinni:es 
(BT ~58243). V C"'~"~eL~GSSer~ in bID-ok clothing and carrying carbines and 

. M-1 :cifles •. ?ah', 1 ;"c:':xmed 50 rounds sme.+l arms fire and 8 M-79 rou:n9;s. 
Det[J.led search,:) .-t:i'.,)CU'oa was made with negative results.. . 

(11 j ;1 ~'1I;~·'OHi ,~t Battalion, 5th Narines night defensive positions 
aJid activities -;';',:13 es<;ablished. (See enclosure (12). ~ . . 

(12) 51.2;:·~5R 1 st Battalion, 5th Narincs received 5th Marines FrS8 
Order 35-67 6ee 1.'8ferenoo (h). ' '.' . 

.. ,.,·(13)' 312345H 1s~ Battalion, '5th MarinosFrag, Order 54-67.waspromul.· 
" .... -gated' to all subordinate Units •. See' enclosure (13).' . 

,. .' . '. ,,':' . $ .. 

h.D+6 (1 June 1967) (See enclosure ('14).) .~ 
.. '. , 

(1) 010aOOH fst Battalion, 5th l<iarines'oolllDloooed movement· to oonduot 
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coordinated Search and Bestroy Operation. 
(2) 011000H Company D locf1,ted vicinity coordinates (m 18927}) 

received 5 rounds small arms.fira from one sniper dressed in black clothing 
located in vicinity coordinates (BT 1:88274) at a distance of approximately 
200 meters to the west. Company D returned 20 rOWlds small arms fire kill .. 
ing the VO. Results: 1 USMO WIl~, .1 va KU confirmed, with the f~lloWing .. 
equipment captured: 1 modified carbine serial number 5403486, t magazine 
and 20 rounds. Captured equipment was forwardoo. to 5th l~Iaxines .5-2. 

(3) 011105H Companies A and F crossed Phaso Line Purple. 
(4) 011115HCompany D located one mine vicinity Objective 20. 

Mine wt&s destroyed in placo by engin8ers·. . 
(5) 011235R Company 1. located in vicinity coordir.ates (BT 1,62204)' 

received 8-10 rounds small aLms fire from 3-1VC drossed in black clothing. 
Oompany A captured one va wearing black clothing inside a cave with 1 US ., 
Carbine serial number 1,783307 and 30,500 piasters •. 1.. further search of the 
al:Ca. turned up 2 VO KIll... confirmed. V 0 Iall wpre woe-xing black clothing. 
Results & 2 USMC WIl~; 2 VC RI.£~ confirmed, 1 va captured. V OC and cs.pt1i:tred e 
equipment ,,,ore forwarded to 5th Narines S-2. . 

(6) 011530~ Company D located vicinity coordinates (BT 169272) 
apprehended onel11.ale, age 17, we2.I'ing white clothing hiding inhedgrow 
trying ·~o avoid ::rienrlly troops. Detainee was forwarded to 5th Marines 6-2. 

(7) 01"700H 1st Batt2~ion, 5th M2Xines Frag .order 55-67 promul-
gated to all sui)o]:dinate units. See enclosure (15).. . 

(8) 01'i'i'OOH OompaJlY A lOcated in vicinity coordinates (BT 1.58293) 
received 5~.1 0 rounds small arms fire from an cstimat ed 4 unobserved V C at 
a range of appro:'.:imately 550 meters north in vicinity coordinates (BT 1;58288). 
Company ~~ returnee: fire ·.-lith 45 rounds small a.rms fire and swept the area, 
encounterj:'Jg 1 V(; 3niper, who fired 3 rounds small arms fire and fled into 
heavy brun.o.. Pak:ol f~rod 15 rounds small arms fire at fleeing VO, VO fel~ 
as if hit? area, '\',),S se~-:,ch0d and a heavy blood trail vIaS found. Blood trail 
wa.s follcvsd witL. nogp.1:,~i..ve r:lsults" Inoident resulted in one USMC WI!.., 
1 VC Iall F'ob,,,,b18 

(S) 012~::»g~8t .Ba'~ :·olion J 5th Iviarines night defensive porim~ter _ 
and activitielli m· '".:')~'i;:~ed" See enclosUl.'G (14). .. 

(hi) 012< ,.'C.;:·: :;'c Bat·alien, 5th Marines received 5th Harines Frag 
OrdEr: 36-67. Sc';,»;.o::!nce', :;.). 

(11) 012: ·.··~Battnlien, 
II!-ul[:'""tc~ to all :,,:r:, .. :,' :.'''ate unite. 

5th Marines Frag Order 56-67 was pro­
See enolosure (16). 

is D+7 (2 Y,'ne '1':,'(7) (See en~losure (17).) 

(1) 020(.<OH Company D on Search and;Destroy Operation viCinity" 
coordinates (BT 'j j9310) received·1 rOWld sniper fire from unobservee sniper 
at a range of approximately 250 meters from the ,,!ost vicinity coordinates 
(BT 1.31312). Company D returned 20 rounds small arms fire and searched 
area. with negative results.. '. 

. (2) 020620H .. Company F, 2nd Battclion, 5th I~Iarines located vicinity 
coordinates (BT 129307) rec~ived approximately 10 rounds smC'J.l arms fire 
from an undetermined number of va at a range of approximately 550 meters to 

12 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

thG northoast vicinity coordinates (m' 1~2812). lteturnoo. epproximatel,y 
120 roundsSllla11 arms fire and 10 60mm mortar rounds_ ! l:hemy firo ceased. 
Area. was searched 'ltlith negative rosults. . .. 

(3) 020805H Company D located vioinity ooordinntt::ls (lJl! 125~16) 
. reoeived 4Q-50 rOWlo.s s~nll arms fire trom an estimated. 15 V C a.t B. range 
of approximo'l;sly 100 meters to tlw'nortbwcst vicinity coordinates (gr 124 
323). Heturnad .100 rounds sm~1l1 arms fire {:lnd oalled £or airs trike •.. 
Detailed s~dl'ch of area. \-las mt'Ao atter tho o.iI'strikcand 'blood trails were 
found and followed with. negative results. ilesults: 2 va KIA probable. 

(4.) 0210}5H Company F, 2nrt Battalion, 5th ~larin08 looated vicinity 
coordinates (BT 112314) received 10-20 rOWlds s~allarm8 £i1'(3 trom 5 VO 
dros.sed. in black clothing vicinity coordinates (HI' 101}14). Returnod 150-
200 rounds. small arms and 5 ~-79 rounds. ~emy broke contact to the south-
w~. .. 

(5) Qgj1,OH Company D was swoeping tho paddy area. vicin~ty coordinates ; 
(Dr (95322)~ in a southwesterly dir.eotion when. e~ements ap.pr~ac.h1ng t.he '1 .. 
village vicl.llity coordinates. (lJr 095320) wore taken Wlder ttte \?Y. -eo to ~\ ' 
100 .well.cemou.t'lagci.lNA in h.ealfilY fortified position8'~-'-The'enemy fire .~ .. 
swept aCross the· tront·and left £lank o~tcbing the lett tleo.nlc platoons in if 
a cross fire. At approximately 021445H when the resor'te platoon was deploy-l . 
ad to the right to roll up the anemy flank, it was brought under heavy 
automatic weapons .fire. 60mm mortars vera fir~>d on tho <many positions and 
e.n aS~~111t on the enem,y position pulled upahort. Comp,:,ny j} c~nsolidated. 
its positions at approximately 021940H f'.nd continued to ang:o;ge the onemy 
through tho night with SIr.all arms, automa,tic weapona,.arlillery and. air- \" 
strikeos, sovoral larEo sQ(.'UndarJ explosions being obsorv<..>d. ~here wod.e 40 
N'lA KIA oonfirmed, 15 laA prObable and 50 VCwIA probable while Compli.n,)" D 
had 17laMEl, 22 VIlA's and 1 DOW. ,See iihclosure (20).~ /' 

(6) 021200H Company F adveJlcad to sOlU'oh the area, vioinity ooordinates 
(Dl! 107314) at npproxint':L'\;ely 021205H. and wLu.la moving through th61 area. 
encoWltered scattered resletenoe resulting in 5 1N A KIA ool1.firmod. 'rha 

. company continued down into the flat paddy land a.t vioinity ooordina.te~ 
(BT 107314) ~hen~ .. ~~.t,j~ar.aon uoout started shooting at flatwats ot hay 
l~1ng .. i~Lthe,-.·pad.dy •... TheNV:A. had conqcaledtb.l31!1selves'Unuar tbo ba3 mats 

. and ,.1.1« It; k.IA confirmed wQre count.ud -M COiilPany F advanced.· -.At·· approximat-
ely 021420H, heavy onoru,y mortar. rock:~to. ameli aL'ma and aut.omatio weapons 
tire wene rooeived from Vicinity cocr(linates (ru 094}14) from an estimated 
:300-500 enomy in a. heavily fortified tr~c~l position. Tile enemy fire l 
steppec:\ Company.Ii', which oonsolidated their position and broue;ht beavy fire; 
on. tho enemy position •. At approximately 021520H the reserve platoon WaS 
m~eUV'eredio socure the high ground vioinit.v coordinates (m 108,14) whan 
an estimated 40 V0 were c.."lcountercd.. 1\bo pla.toon a.ssaulted·the enemy 
position and thore W.:l!'C :55 :NYA XU coni'irmod. At approximataly 02113011 
the Company F oommander --rca~'tUl assault on the enemy dot'ensivo command 
bunker, p~rsonall'y killing ~5 Mr A before he was killed trying to sooure s. 
maohine e;un bunker.] The actin~ company commander consoliciatod into night 
positions vioinity ooordinates (in' 100}15) at appro.x:im?tc:ly 02192011and ~., 
called in aatillerJ and airS1irikeliithrOl.l{ihout the night. .Results of ·the,\ 
engagement! -'L'l.QJ~!A KIA confirmed, ;10 N'lA lClA probable; 32._.lJ$!4~lOA •. ~ v 
UGNO '111.~. . . .- -. . . . 

• a 
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(1') 021400H Company A, tho i)a,tt21ion Reserve, was cOlillllitted to 
en~age the enomy vioinity coordinates (BT 110315) and oase pressure on tho 
oompanies. liS Company JL deployed to engage the enemy they came under 
sniper fire and racciless rifle fire, Company A returned fire resulting in 
4 NVA IaA confirmed, 2 KIi>. probable and the capture, ot 1 Chinese rocket 
launcher. At 021700H Compllny A waS order0d to linkup with Oompany F, 2nd 
Ba.ttalion, 5th Ivlu.:,dnes in tho vicinity coordinates (BT 103317) and immed­
iately encountered heavy firo from 25-50 NVA entrenohed in arGa. oovered 
with hoa.vy underbrush. Tho Compe.ny returned fire, and'a.ssulted tho onemy 
position. Tho Company Co!Illllandar of Compe..ny .f. was hUed during this fire 
fight. At approximately 021900H the dal;d and wounded were carried out of 
the area. as Company A was respoitionc'<i into night security posi tiona. 
Resul ts of this actlon were 30 NVA KIA oGnf4'uod, 33 J:Q:A. prubable, 27 WI.A. . 
.probable, while Company .1. ... lost 5 Kli. and 10 'vilA. . 

. (a) 02143011 The Liatkliun Oommand Group moved into Vicinity coor-
dinates l~ 108318) where it was taken under enemy sniper fire and recci~ed 
mortar and rockat attacks throughout the night. The 811I1ll1 mort •. .r platoon 
tired missions all night and a landing zone was set up to evacuate tho d.cad 
and wounded and receive emergency au~unition supply. 

j •. D+8 (3 June 1967). (;Le onclosure (18).) 

(1) 030600H 1 st Battalion, 5th Harines ccint:Lnued to consolidate, 
regroup, reorganize and scarch tho area for equipment and. wounded and to 
eVacuate the dead and wounded. 

(2) 030815H Commanding Officer, 5th ~~ines visited 1st Battalion, 
5th Narines vicinity eoord.inatos(BT 10631.7). . 

(3) 0}0840H Captain :.aRu))!£: assigned as Commandilig vificor, Company 
.1.:.., 1 st .Batt:,dion, 5th irlarincs. 

(4) O)1430H Newsmen arrived at 1st Battalion, 5th i'larines Command 
Post. 

, (5) 0;1530R Battalion CoL1Jl1and :Post rolocatod at vicinity COOrdi-e 
. '. nates (iff 098316) to set up. ni~ht defensive positions and conduct patrol 

activitiee •. See Gnclosure \18). 

k. D+9 (4 June i967). (See enclosuro ,f19).) 

(1) 0409~OH Company D vicinity coordinates (BT 095316) while 
searching area found one VO KI~~, one completely destroyvd 82mm mortar and 
one badly' damcgod ChiGom assa..ut rifle ~ 47, dUt:) tv the c;)ndition ot tile 
weapon, the sorial number was not roadable. 

(2) 041030H Com~?''.nY D vicinity coordlnates ( .. .T 093323 on scarcn 
and security patrol found ono CldCom sub-machine gun serial number L8632, 
2. ChiCom gronades, one cantJen, two entrenching tools, 1 first aid packot, 
30 s.mall arms rounds, one magazine fo:c ChiCom sub-machine gun, and two ~VA 
bodies. 

(3) 041045H 1st »~tta1ion, 5th Marine~ Frag urder 57-67. was promul­
gateG to all subordinate units.'Soo Enolosure (20)",,~ 

• 
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n~ ?:t ;110r'-~: 
\', ;··,:1 <' 

1 

(4) 041,OOH 1st lIattt.li_n, 5th. harina. pkovided la.ri.dl.ng zune 
seourity for 2nd Battalion, 5th ~~inea holicvpter 11ft In acoordance 
vith RegiJUantal Frag urder 38-67. ...'.. . 

(5) . 04140011 OECON of ,Company'F, 2nd 'Battalion, 5tii 1'~e.rin06 was 
passed trom 1 at J3a.tta.lion, 5th l'larines to 2nd Battalion, 5th .h.i'\X~nes • 

. :: . .\6) 041520H Commanding General 111 J.1iJ.b.E' and GOLID.anding uffiaer, 5th 
lVlarinGs "Vioitaa;bt ]('.tto..lion, 5th i:in!'inos vicinity coordinates (B~' 095321). 
. (7) 041700ri Enemy equipment captured from 0210~5h to 041700 was 
extracted' tr~m tho Operativnal iltea. 

. (8) 041.700H. Helicopter lift of 2nd Eattdion, 5tn L'J.arines units 
was' cc.mpletod. 

. (9) 041700H 1st ilattalion,5th Narines doparted vioinity cOiJrdi-
na.tes (.BT 098311 ) for vbj oot1veK in acovrd!:ll1ci.i; with Rcg:unental l!'r.ag Ordor 
38-67··. '.. . , , . 

. ( 10)'. 04190011 Objective l( was scour.ed· 8.t1d 1st Hf;1,ttali0n, 5th tlarin(JS 
estab1ishodnight positJ.;;,ns and conducted night .activiti:es~ , 

. (11)~ '0419,OH 1st Battalion, 5th l'larines. 1i'r<1g Urd8r 58-67 was promul- . 
gat:ed to all subordinate units. Seo ,~nolosuro .(21).,. .. .: 

1. D+10 (5 Juno .1967) (Soo onclosu.re,22).) , 

(1) 050140ti tst Batta.lion, 5th'.i.'larino.suoJ.t·e ·o~iil!.,enc8d movom.ont 
from Obj GctivG K vicinity coordinates (.i:l'l'002329) in traco of 3rd. Battalion, 
5th l'larindS. 

{2) 051005H 1st Battalion, 5th Marines arrived at Uujactive Golf, 
secured landl.ng Zvne lor 3rd .oatt,}lion, 5th Harin,os .~elie(;ptcr lift. 

(,3) 051020H Leading elements of Battalion 'Qommana Group arrived 
at Com.bat 13as~at· Hill 51. . '.. . . . . 

(,4) 051530li lielicopter hft for 3rd Battalion, .5th i'i.arinoa complt:ttod. 
,i,8llding Z>ina secw:ity at Objective Golf ret.1.u:ne.d. tocomb~t oase at .tb.ll . 
51. 

(5) 05180011 Opera.tion Un~on II,erlllinated. 

e 11. . Results. 

a. Friendly CasUAlties. 

KIA 54 
DOW 1 
VlILE 71 
\JIANE 3 

10.1 .. confirmed 258 
KIll. probable , 425 
VJIA. confirmed' 1 
WIA probable 79 
Detainees 13 

• 
,I " ~. j 
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.7 _"11" • 
o. CapturedOl:dna,nog 

12 - Chinese Communist 7.62mm assualt rifle type 56., serial number' 
2L 6535II, 2L4762II, 2L6535II, 2110611I, 218874II, 2L5923811, 2L,,}}j6I~f 
2L86;211, 2148632II, 3 serial numbers unreadable. ' , 

2' - U.S. Carbines caliber. 30, s~rial numbers: 1783206, 5403486. 
1 - U.S! Browning .i~utomatic Rifle, ~erial number 658465. 
1 - U.S. Rifle caliber 30 M-1, serial number 197314. 
1 - 12 guago shotgun, s~rial number 970330. 
1 - North Vietnamese moditied 7.62mm Sub-machinogun, type 50, 

serial number; 90314. 
4- - Chinese Communis,t anti-tBnk grenade launchers, type 56. 
1- - U.S. £.I-60 mechinogun, serial number 7132;R. 
1- Ohinese Oommunist 36 caliber machinegun, sorial number 214534-

,,2 - OhinliWo Communist Light ha,cbinoguns, sorial number 908921, 
one serial number unree.dable. 

d. Captured Enom:\[ Equipment. 

7 l1agazinos, drum for Chi Com light machincgun 
1 Magazine, Brovming Automatic Rifle 
9 Magazines, for ChiCom sub-machinegun .. iK"'47 

, 5 Nagazines, for M-16 
6 Facles, marching 

'11 Hanunocks 
14 Uniforms, (green and khaki) 

1 Carrier, magazine (.45) , 
2 Bottlos assorted pills 
6 Bolts, pistol 
1 Packot, first aid 
8 Canteens 
4 Covers, Cantoen 
9 Belts, cartridge 
,2 Helmets, jungle 

17 Clips,,7.62 ~nmo 
14 Ponchos, NV'A type 

1 Flashlight 
1 Wire brush 

-4 Entrenching tools 
1 'Bayonet with scabbard 
30,500 Piasters 

. ,,~ 

''.:" := .. 

Small quantities of assorted papers, documents and notobooks. 

o. Destroyed Enemy Equipmont. 

18 ChiCom stick h1?)1d 6"Tenados (frag) 
4 Defensive hnnd gcenarlos (ooncussion) 
1 l.ntipe;t~{l~L.l: fline . 
6 2.35 inch rockets 
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. 57. • ~ ";" ;' ,'~-, 

" • 4 Oaves 

12. Administrative Hatte;z:s. 

a. Supply. 

, (1) Resupply was effected by helioopters controlled by the 1 at 
'" _,i :Ba.ttalion, 5th l-larincs.,HST with the Battalion Command Group,. lIST I S" 

were attached to Company .al, Company C and Company D during Opor<;\.tion Union II. 
- Company F, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines did not ha.vo an EST and roquesto were 

relayod to tho Battalion COEulland EST over tho 'I'aotical lur Request not. 
DUring the first three days of Operation UnionII~ one priority madical 
evacuation, one .. routinc rcssupply and a troop lift for Conr.;aJ1Y F wero com-

. plcted.. . .' 
f: ' .. ' (Z) From 30 lI1t:Y through 1 June one emergency medical evacuation 
'''' 'and one routine .resupply were oompleted·. Un 2 Juno - , Juno six scpaJ:'­

ate medical eVacuations, one Qmorgoncy resupply and one rGutine resupply 
wore comploted. Tro9p lifts for 2nd Battalion, 5th l-k:'\l'inos and ;rd :Battalion 
5th Narinos WQrO completed on 4 Juno and 5 June. . 

(}) The necessity 6f using the overcrowded factical J.ir i.equest 
net for resupply and evucuation requests for comp811yforcos was the only 
problem oncoUl}.ter"d.. . 

(4) The basiC allowanco of ammunition and 5 HCI was suffioient 
for sust2.incd operations by scheduling normSl resupply ovory other day. This 
combat load did not hinder tho movement of tho units. 

b. NaintenancG. 

(1) Cleaning equipment for crew served and individual wea.pons 
was cc;rriod by all units of t~:e 1st Battalion, 5th Marines. Thore were 
no maintenance problems during Operation Union II. 

c.Transportation. 

, (1) Transportation foi' tho 1l3t ::Battalion, 5th}1a:rinos units 
~. 'was limited t-o tbe helicopter troop lift on"»+4. ·~he troOp ll.tt ;. .. 

was comploted with no problems_ 

d. Communicat ionfi • 

(1) No significant problems ,fero cncoWltercd with conununications 
i during Operati':Jn Union II. Duo· to the terrain and distance it was necos­
f 'sory ;;0 use the Regimental rol03 site at NUI L.l.a.C SON and a 0-111 Airborne 
.~ RadiO Relc.Y during the ini tiel stages of tho opera.tion. 

e. Medical Evacuation. 

(1) Medioal support for Operation Union II was providod by company 
corpsmen end by the Battalion sur€l-on and two corpsman with the Battalion 

" 
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F .. """""Il'--", '111' a ~~ 0.il In 0r(\)~pnJ='~.r • , 
:1 ";~'~l 'T~~' "i"'-:::U'I~.J'l(1 
, '. ,."::-::'~ ,i;'!'lr 1:'1 '.llrl \t1 lu 
(,":' \")'-:J~j "'~0l'0.~tJ. ":::~ 

Command Gr~up. On 2 Juno 1967 casut'.h'tJ.0S were brought to the Command 
Group where medical personnel rendered first aid und effected a triaec for 
helicopter oV2.cuation to medical ,support activities in Chu Lui and D~ang_ 
No significant medical problems were encountered. 

13- Special E(4uipmcnt and Techniqugsa 

(1) :Ho special equipment or techniques "'om utilized g:pring Gperation 
Union II. 

14. COl:lmandcrs l:.nel;ysis. 

(a) Thero was little or no contaot with noncombatants. Thus, no 
problems or spacial actions on c~/pSYWkR wore requirod. NVA forces ware 
disposed in well prepf.'xcd position?, emphasizing the roquirIlfnt of a 
complete fire support' plan to include preparation, planned and on call,firesa 

(b) On one occasion the enemy was found t:) bo hiding 1I:1dor straw mats_ 
in an open field, and were detocted by a Kit Carson Scout. The effective .. 
utilization of Kit Carson scouts is limited only by the imagination of the 
Unit Commander. 

(c) The eneIl\Yts employment of an irritant chemical :agent did not 
effect the oombat e.rficiency of t.se' 1 at Batt61ion" 5th Marines, but it does 
illustrate the enemy's ability to cmploy a variety of wcapons. 

15. Recommendations. 

(1) That thG tenets of proven combat prinoipals continuo to be empha­
sizod at all levels. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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hag Order 47-67 

1st~ttalion. 5th Marines 
Q.UE SON, RVN 
252130H tvlay 1961. 

Ref~ (a) Naps, RVNJ 1 :50,000; Series J. 7014, ~hcets 6640 II - III. 

Task Organization 

htBn, 5tl1Mar 
H&S om 
'Det, Co B, 
Dot, Co B, 1stEngrBn 
Det, Btry D, 2ndBn, 11thMar 

Det, 81 Hort Flt 
Dot, Med Plt 
Dot, lJWN Ln· Off 
Dat, Kit Carson Tm 
Det, Corom PIt .. 

CompW&y 4 (-)(Rein) 
Company i.. (-) 
Det, Co B, '1stSPBn 
Det, Co B, 1 stBngrBn . . '. 
Det; HCl Co, 5thHar (Scout 'Sniper Tm) 
Dot, Btry D, 2ndBn,' 11thlYlar 
Det, H&S Co, 

81 FO Tm 
Det, Comm. Plt 
Dot, Med Plt 
6-2 Scout 
F,l;.C· Tm 
Kit Carson Tm 

Cgmpany '0' (-)(Rein) 
Oompany C (-) 
Det, Co B, 1stSPBn· 
Det, Co B, 1stEngrBn 
Dot, Hq Co, 5th Harines (Scout Sniper Tm) 
Det, Btry D, 2ndBn, 11thl1ar 
Plt Co D,. 
Det, H&S 00, 

61 FO Tm 
D at, Comm Plt 
Det, illicd Plt 
5-2 Scout 
FAC Tm 
Kit Carson TIn 

1. SITU~ION. No 'ohange •. 

1 
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• 2. MISSI0N. Conduct search and d.estroy operations in area of operation 
toldll or captw:e V9, weapons and supplies. 

:5. EXDCtlTION. 

A. Concept of Operation. 

( 1 ) 1 st Bat tali on , 5t h Harin0~ deploys to est ablish blocking 
positions cast of th0 valley in vicinity coordinates (:aT 067396), to vioiinity 
c~ordina.tcs (BT 055384). Sec .t.nDex J.. (Operation OVerl9J"). 

(2) Be prepared to continuo attack·on order. 
(,) Conduct patrols between Hill 51 Combat Base arid east west grid 

lino ,1. 
B. COIllPan.y C. 

(1) .i~t H-6 on'D-Day move along route of advance to establish block-a 
ing position at Objectives A and B. See Annex A (Oporation Overlay). ~ 

(2) ~t li-Hour be prepared t~ continue attaok on order. 
<:~) Be propc.red to assume other missions on order. 

C. Compw-y A. 

(1) ~t H-5t on ·D ... Dil\Y' tlove in traoe of COm.P811Y C to esta.blish 
blocking position at Objoctivo 1... SOG ,Annex i .. (Operation OIrerl83)" 

(2) At H-Hour be prepared to continue attack on order. . 
(3) Be prepared to assume other I!lissions on order. ' 

D. Compa.n.v B. 

(1) ~t H-~O minutes on D-Day conduct platoon (Roin) combat patrol 
between Hill 51 Combat ~ase and east WGst grid line ~1. See Annex ~ 
(Operation Overlay). 

(2) Be prep~ed to assume other missions on order.·e 

E. H&S Compan.X' 

(1) General Support. 

F. Pl&toon CompanY D. 

(1j Battalion Reserve • 
. (2 Providedofl1ll1a.l1d Gr0u~ 
(; ]0 preparecl to assume 

seourity. 
other missions on order. 

G. Coordinating Instructions. 

(1) H-Hour 0600£; D-DaY 26 1'~ 1,967. 
(2) Position reports hourly at 10 minutes before the hour. 

2 Enclosure (1) 
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SECRET 

" (4'1. Unclassified Code Name - Operation "UNION.Ir". 
\ I. •.. Use of RC.ii authorized and encourgged • 

. (5 Gas mask will be carried by all personnel. 
(6 Flak jackets optional. 
(1 Order of march - Company 0, Company i4, Command Group and 

Battalion Reserve. 
(6) Portion of OperatiQn "UlUON II" in ~e Son NFZ responsibility 

of tat :Battalion, 5th Harines. 
(9) Spot reports of significant events, p~'ticularly when crossing 

phase lines and checkjlcints in sccuring objectives and contact with ene~ 
forces. 

4. ~iDl1INISTRi..TION .:JID WGlS'lIICS. The following thrust points effective 
a.t H-Hour: 

Day 
l.Ilonth 
.ii.nimal 
Coin 

BT 0731 
:BT 1132 
BT 0934 
:aT 06;6 

, r 

v'iHN""&X: ~-Opora.tion Overlay 

. OFF! CI.l..L I I 

.. ,>\::; .. / ,,) j~~ A" -
.>1 .. / ~./~ /., . 

{/J. P. ~TE 
:rvlaj or, Ui:ll'IC 
Exeoutive O££ice;t; 

DECLASSIFIED 

P. L. HILG~I.WrN..iiat 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Commanding 

, -::--- -
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~laj or ,. USl'IC 

Executive Offioor 
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1 s~ttalion,_5th Marines 
"UJ] -SON, RVN 
271 025H filay 1967 

Frag Order 48-67 

Ref: (a.) Na.ps, RVN; 1:50,000; Series L 7014, Sheets 6640 II - lII~. 

1. SITuATIuN. No change. 

2. MISSIOn. lio change. 

3. EXECUTION. 

A.. CompallY A. 

(1) On order attack to southeast to secure Objectiv~ E, continue 
attack on order in assigned sector to secure Objective F,in zone. 

(2) Be prepared to continue at tack on urder. 
(3) Be prepared to assume other missions on order. 

B. OompanY c. 

(1) On order atta.ck tv southeast to securo Objective D, continue 
attack on order in assigned sector to secure Obj active F in zone. 

(2) ]0 prepa::ed to continue attack on order. 
(:3) , Be propared to assume other missions on ;;,;rder. 

O. ;g&§ CompBl1,Y. 

(1) Gonaral Support. 

D. 2nd Pl§:toon z COlilE~ D,. 

( 'j Bat tal-ion ReS9!.'vc. . . 
(2 Provide Battalion Oommand Group security. 
(3 Be prepared to assume other missions on order. 

E. Coordinating Instructions. 

(1) 
purposes. 

(2) 
. (3) 

in traoe of 

H-Hour (0900 for planning purposes); D-D8\Y (27 M8¥ ffi11: pla.nning 

Be prepared to move out on 30 minute notice, 
~attalion Command Group and Battalion ReservG will follow 

Company A. 

4. .ADM[NISTRATION iJID LeGISTI OS. ~Io change. 

1 Enclosure (4) 
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SECREIr· 

5. OJMMA.ND AND ~rrC~IONS. No change. 

AN11EX: A-Operation o.,erlBJl 

OFFICIl~ I-
>:P)V~-. 

t,/J. :fs. WHI:l'E. 
Major, USMC 
EXecutive Offioer 
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SECRJnI 

tat Battalion, 5th Marines 
Q.UE~N, RVN 
2711~ May 1967 

ANNEX A. (Operation Overlay) to Frag Order 48--67 
Refl (a.) Maps, RVN; 1:50,000 S3ries L 7014; Sheets 6640 II - III 

-+ YI 
\0 

ue 1 PL Blue ' , 

\ £ \-------- PL RED 

J ~C~ / 
~ \../'""~~_~c:.l' 

PL White '--'=.-J 

• l..~ 

'oi 
. 35-b'-

OFFICUL )?~ 

1?:E , 4~~~ ,WWSMO . 
Ex'eoutive Officer 

PL Red 

A-1 

DECLASSIFIED 

P. L. illLGARTNER 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Commanding 

SEmEl' 

Enolosure (4) 



DECLASSIFIED 

Frag Ordor 49-67 

1st4ltttalion; 5th Marines 
Q.UE SOli, RnT 
281200H ~16\Y' 1967 

RefS (a) Haps, Irlll; t:50,000; Series 1 7014, Shocts6640 II - III 

1. SITU,£..TION. No change. 

2. NISSION. no change. 

3, EXECUTIon • 

.a. Company Q. 

(1l Conduc~ S&D opcrat~ons from present position to vicinity 
(BT 082367 and establish blocking position. 

(2 Bo prepared to patrol activwly to southeast, northeast and 
northwest to a range of 700 meters. 

B. Company F. 

(1~ Conduct S&D operations from present position to vicinity 
(BT 076366, and establish blocking position. 

(2) Tie in with Company C and conduct S&D ::lpcrations 'tD the 
s()uthwest te> a rp..!lge of .1:000 meters. 

C. Company A. 

(1j Conduct s&D operations from present .position to vicinity 
(BT 077360 and establish blocking position. 

(2 Be prepared to patrol actively to the southwest and south to 
range of 1000 metors. . 

D. ms Compa.w£. 

General Support. 
Follow in traoe of OompaJlY F. 

E. 2nd Platoon CompanY D. 

l1j Battalion Reserve. 
2 Provide security for the Command Group. 
3 Follow in trace of Battalion COL~d Group. 

F. Coordinating Instructions. 

(1) Units depart present position as soon as posible and move to 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

·SECREIr 
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, SmCRii1r '. 
desisnated posi tiona. 

(2) Submit position reports hourly at 10 minutl;;s before the hour. 

4. .ADl'llJiIS'l\I.,;t1'ION Alw LOIiIS'.I'lCS. No change. 

.', 
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LiautGn,~t Colonel 
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Operation· and Night Disposition Ovorlay D+2 
Ref:· Maps, RVN; 1 :50,000; Sorios',L 1014, s>heets 6640 II .. III 
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SECRET 1 s.attaliOn,' 5th. Narines 
QUE SON, RVlf 
'290055H May 1.967 

Fra.g Order 50-67 

Ref: (a.) Maps, RVN. 1:50,000'; Series L 7014, Shoets 6640 II - III 

1. SITUATION. No change. 

2. J:.'lISSIOH. l~o change. 

3 • EXECU.TIOU~ 

A. Compan.y C. 

(1) 
bounds;r'y to 

At H-Hour conduct search and destroy operations north. of 
secure portion of Objoctive Tango in zone. 

g~ Ba prepared to continue attack on order. 
Be prepared to assume fllssions on order. 

B. CompanY Ja.. 

(1) 
boundary to 

At H-Hour conduct search end destroy operations south of 
secure portion of Objective Tango in zone. 

g~ Be prepared to continue attack on order. 
Be prepared to assume other mlssions on order. 

c. H&S CompcwY. 

GonGral Support. 
Battalion Command Group follow in trace of 2nd Platoon, Company 

D. Company F. 

(1) Battalion Reserve. 
(2) l~t H-Hour move along axis of advance 

Command Group to comuat base at Hill 51. 
(3) Be prepared to assume othor missions 
(4) Provide rear anc- flank security. 

E. 2nd PI atoon, Company D. 

in trace of Battalion 

on order. 

(1) Battalion Resorve move along axis of advance to ComBat Base at 
Rill 51. 

(2) Provide security for Ba.ttalion Command Group. 

SBCREr 

1 Enclosure (8) 
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SBCRE1l' • 
F. Coordiilating Instructions. 

2 D-Day 29 Nay 1967. l1j H-Hour 0530. 

3 Report leadelGment reaching Phase Line Black. '. 
. 4) Unit Commanders inaure tha.t every man has' a. fighting hole • 

.. 
4. 1J)IIjlNISTM.TIOn.:JID LOGISTlOO. No ci:lange. 

lJ~NEXJ A.Operation Overlay 

OFFICIi1 " 

)<7/ JI~--
0/ J. P. WElTE 

Major, USMO 

~ecutive Off'icer 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

P. L. HILGiulTNER 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Commanding 
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SEQREl! 

hag Order 52-67 

. 1 sttttaliOn, 5th Marines 
QUE SON, RVN 
29221:5H May 1967 

Ref: (a), Maps, RVN;, t:50,000!; Series L 1014, Sheets 6640 II - III 

". Task Organization (Effective 0..;00, 30 MaY 1967) 

1st13n, ·StbMa.r (-) (Rein), 

H&8 Oompany (-)(Rein) 
I&S Oompany (-) 

Det, 106 RR :f?lt 
Det, Med :Pl t 
Det, Comm?lt 
Kit Carson 'I'm 
ARVN Ln Off 

Det, Co B, 1.stSPBn 
Det, Co B, 11stErigrJJn 

Company A ( ... HR~in}t 
Company A ( -) • ' 
Det, Hq Go, 5thMar (Soout Sniper 'I'm), 
Det, Btry D, 2ndBn, 11thl1a.r 
Det, Co Bf 1:stSPBn 
Det, Co B, 1stEngrBn 
Det, H&S Co. 

81 FO 
Det, B1mm Mortar PIt 
Det, lVied 1>1 t 
Det, Comm P1 t 
Kit Carson 'I'm 
FACTm 
S-2 Scout 

Company D (-)(Rein) 
Company D (-) 
Det, Hq Co, 5thMar (Soout Sniper Tm)1 
Det, Btry D, 2ndBn, 1'1thMax 
Det, Co B, 1stSPBn 
Det, Co B, 1stEngrBn 
Det, H&S 00. 

8. FO 
Det, 81mm Mortar Flt 
Det, 1-100 IJlt 
Det, COIlll1l lJlt 
Kit Carson 'I'm 
FAG 'I'm 
8-2 Scout 

DECLASSIFIED 
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SECREr 

J _Qo,. ~~fI' ~~. (-).(jtcin) 
Company F ~-..... 
Det, Hq Co~ 5thMar (Scout Sniper Tm)) 
Det,Btry E, 2ndBn, 11thMar 
Dat, Co B, 1stEngrBn 
Det H&S Co, 2ndBn, 5ttlMar· 

81 FO 
Det, Med Plt 
Kit Carson Tm . 
F1i.C Ttl ' 
S-2 Scout Tm 

11. SITUATION. No change. 

2. NISSION. To conduct search and destroy operations to kill or capture 
VC and weapons. 

A. Conoept of OperatiOn. 

(1) 1st Bat talion, 5th :Harines lands at L-Hour on I>+5, in LZ Robin 
in a column of companies, secures LZ Robin and on order continues attaok 
to secure Regimental Objective A. . 

B. Com':JAA,y'A. (Rein) 

(1). At L-Hour on D+5 land' in primary LZ (Robin), secure Objective 
1, continue attack on order. : . 

(2) If landed in alternate LZ (Blue Jay)., secure' Objeotive 4, 
continue attack on order. " 

(3) Be prepared to assume other missions on order. 

c. ComR~ F. 2ndEn. 5thI'iar. 

(1;) Land in primary LZ Robin in trace of C:JInpanyA, secure 
Objective 3, continue attack on order. 

(2) If landed in alternate LZ (Blue Jay), secure Objective 5, 
continue attack on order. . 

(3) . Be preparod to assume other missions on order •. 

D. Det, E:&S Company. 

(1) General Support. 
(2) Land in primary LZ Robin, esta.blish Battalion Coumand Post on 

Objective 3. 
(3) If landed in altermato LZ (Blue Jay), establish Battalion 

Command Post on Obj active 5. 

E. 81 ~IDrtB6 Platoon. 

( 1) Ini ti ally a.t tached t J Company~. 

'2 Enclosure (9) 
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(2)· On order tu General Suppart. 

F. Company D (Rein) 

(1) Battalion Resorve. 
(2) Land in primary LZ Robin in trace of Compa.n.Y F, secure south-· 

ern sector of LZ, continue attack on order. 
. (3). If landcii in alternate LZ (Blue Jay), secure northeastern 

section of LZ, continue attack ~n order. 
(4) Be prepared to assume aission of COllpany A or Company F on 

order. 

G. C~ordinating Instructions. 

(1 ) Loading Zene, Vicinity (DT 025)44) (Hill 51 Combat Base). 
(2) Pick up 1st wave 0710. 
(,) L-Hour 07}O. 
(4) In addition t~ thrust points effected 290900H, any G~rls 

(BT 1223). nallle 
(5) LZ Robin (Pr~y)' 

LZ Blue Jay (iUternate) 
. LZ Cardinal .' ' . 

(BT 100210j 
(BT 113211 

.(BT129277 
.(6

7
) Flak jacket's optional. 

() Use of itCA authorized and encour~ed. 
(8) Spot reports on significant events, particularly crossing 

pillaGe Une!} e.na~ oheok pcinta, .. ,,£curing objectives, contact with enemy 
forces. 

( ~6~ Position repcrts h::urly at 10 oinutes before the hour. 
EST with first plane, F .. ~C in first wave. 

4. ...DMINlSTRii,TION iJ'fD LuGlSTl as • 

(1) Engineers C· .. xry raazimum delllOli tLns. 
(2) Next regular' "'esupply D+7. . 
(3) Routine ressupply will be schedule(l for 1200. Submit requests 

prior to t800H day pri"r t-.: resupply_ 
(4) Throe gas masks per rifle company squad. 

SECRET 

3 :clnclosure (9) 
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. SECID.T • 5- C01'<jllWID.AND COHMUNICATIONS • 

. ~. J.I.. Oat.r7 hand illumina.tion, colored smoke grenades ·a.rid air panels. 

AllliEX A: Op er a. ti en Overlay 

OFFICI:.$ 
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// ! __ J.,.iI 0 w:aDlE 
,/ Maj or, USMC 

~cutive Officer 
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iliNEX. A (Operation Orerlay) to Fre,g Urder 52>-67 
ito£': (e.) Maps. RVN, 1,:50,000; S(¢iaa L 7014, 5hoata,6640 II .. IlI 
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1st ~alion, 5th Marines 
QU"..!; ~; l[IfN 
302200H May 1961 

Frag Order 5;-67 

RafJ (a) l'Iaps, RVN" 1:150,000; Saries L 1014, Sheats 6640 II .. Ill. 

1,. SITU~ION. No change. 

2~ MISSION. No change. 

~. Concept cf Operation. 

(1;) 1 st Battalion, 5th '1-'la.rine~ attacks with two' c!~1tlpanies t;; seize 
Objoctive :a, be prepared to continue a.tta.6k to cast along'Phase Line .Brown., 

Com)) a.n.y A. 

(1 ) 
(2) 

Objective J3 

~t,,!f;ili;ur .• 1t hours, attack to seize Objuctive 16. 
Continue attack on urder tJ seize remaining pJrtion of 

in z(;ne. 
(3) 
(4) 

Be prepared tc, continue attack O;Q order. 
Be prepared to assume other missions on order. 

c. ComPallY F. 

~t H-Hour + t! hours, attack t~, seize Objective 15. 
Continue attack on ,-,rear to seize remaining portiGn of Objective 

:s in zone. 

U~ Be prepared to cvntinue attack an ord~r. 
Be prepared t~ assume ether missions on order. 

D. Company D. 

Initially Battalion" ReserVe. ' 
Pr~vide security fer Battdion COIilllland Gr~)up., ' 
Be propared t:. assume mission cf CGmpany A or Company F on 

order. 

~. CpQrdin?tin£ InstructiOU,' 
ol" R- ~ (1l H-Hcur 0500; D-Day 1 June 1967. 

(2 Contact left to right. -
(3 Proparation fires at 0600H. 

1 Enclosure (11) 
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SEOREr 
ht :Battelion, 5th l'larinos 
(",Ub:aN, ffiTN 
302_rl Hay 1961 

ANNEX a (Operation Overlay) to hag Order 53-61 
Re!1 (a) Maps, RVN; 1:50,000; &orios L 7014, ahaets 6640 II - III. 
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SECiil,']! 1 st Italbn, 5th Marines 
Q.UE t~, RV-N . 
312345B June 1967 

Fr a8 Order 54 .. 61. 

Refl (a.) IVlap6~ R'fN. 1·'50,000; Series 1.7014, S'hcets 6640 II - III. 

1. SITU...TION. No change. 

2. MISSION. No change. 

3. EXECUl'llJ:i:\j. 

~ Concept of Operation • 

. (1) At H-Hour 1st Ba.ttalion, 5th lVlarinos attacks with two companies 
along axis of advanc0 east of terrain feature vicinity (BT 1.78267) to aoize 
Objectiv~ ~. 

B. Cotlpany A. 

(1) At If-Hour attack in Z)ne t~· seize Objective 11, c:::.ntinue 
attack on order. heep tr .:.1's east of terrain feature vicinity (:aT 116267) 
in zone. 

(2) He prepared t::, a,SSUDl", other missions ~n order. 

c. Company.,k. 

( 1) .A.t H-Hour attack in zime t') seize Objectiv~ 18, c:)ntinue 
a.ttack on order. 

(2) Be preparec. t~) assuine:,ther o.issLms ~m order. 

(1) General Support. 

E. Compap,v F. 

(1) Battalion Reserve. 
(2) Pr~vide security for Battalicn Command Gr0up. 
(3) On order, move as directed. generally along bvunde.ry between 

Company D and Oompany A. ' 

(4) Be prepared t~ a~sume mission of either 'attacking unit ~n 
order. Priority tJ COm1'EillY A. 

F. Ooordinating InstrUQtioU~. 

(1) H-Hour 0800,D:Day 1 June 1967. 

'1 Enclosure (13) 
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-e, 
{2

3
} Take salt tablets as presoribed. 

() Cro8s Ph,9.SG Lines only en (·rder. 
(4).A.as&lllt ·units be at LCD at' o.730~ 
(5) PSN reports hourly a.t 10 minuios before the hour, Spot reports 

as si¢.ficant events occure. 

ia.i. ... 'NEX: A.-Operation Overlq 

Q:b'FlClJaL'" t ' , f 

,,.)07 ;(;;"''--_____ ....... 
" , , ;' 

l/' J .l?-. WEITE 
Majer, USMC 

, %ecutive Officer 

" . 
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P. L. InLGAt1TNE;.L 
Lieutenant Colonel 

, Commanding 
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SEORm 

1st Battalion, 5th Marin6s 
QU~, iNN 
312~F. ~~ 1967 

AHNEX A (Opera.tion Overlay) to Frag Order 54-61 
Ref: (a) Maps, RVN; 1 :50,000; I_cries L 1014, Sheets 6640 II. III 
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Frag Order 55-61-

1s~ttaliOn, 5th Marines 
Q.UE SON, RTN 
011700H June 1967 . 

Refs <\a) Maps,' RVN; 1 :50,000; series L7014, sheets 6640 II - III. 

h SITUATION. No cbange. 

2. MISSIOn. No change. 

3- EXECu'fION. 
, 

A. Compa.ny A. 

(1) On order, deploy from present position, sieze and attack 
Ba.ttalion Objective 22., then conduct search and destroy operations t& 
RegimentaJ. Objectiy;e HOl'EL and link up with Company F. See AN1M A 
(ep m: at::il~n'<N Q:t laY) •. 

(2) Be prepared to assume ether nissions on order. 

B. Compw F. 

(1) On order. deploy prom present position along assigned axis of 
aJivance, sieze northel'n and western sector of Regimental Objective HOTEl:, 
and link up 'YTi th Company .i". . See .iJmEX A( )peration OUJerla.v). 

c. H&S Compa:q.y. 

( 1 ) General Support. 
(2) Follow in trace of Company F. 

D. \ CompanY D. 

(2. Provide rear and flaJlk security. 
(11 Battalion Reserve. 

3 Follow in trace of Battalion Conmand Group_ ~4 Upon arrival at Regimental Objective HOTEL close d.efensive 
positions by miling physical contact with Company 1>. and Company F. 

E. Coordinating Instructions. 

Limi t of adv Moe Phase Lina OR1\,NGB •. 
E-Hour for planning purposes 1800;J:i-DaY 1 June 1967. 
Coordinating !,oint for Companies I .. and F is (BT 142300). 

SECRET 

1 Enclosure (15) 
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SEQREr . 

4.ilDMI:tp:8TiiATIQIAND LOGISTICS. No change. 

5,. COMNAND.!\lID CQiIvlUlilICATliWQ:., llo c~'. 

41~ .Ii. - Opera.tion Overla,y 
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E. L. HILGARTN.m 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Commanding· 
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SECREr 1st Battalion, 5th Marines 
Q,UE JiiJP, RVN 
011. June 1967 

ANNEX ;.. (Operation Overlay), to Frag Order 55-67. 
Ref: (a) Maps, RVN; 1 :50,00CiJ Serios L 70.14; Sheat II -. III 
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Major, USMC 
Executive Officer 
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Commanding 
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• l.S"ttalion, 5th Marines 
Q,UE . SON, RVN 
012345 JUne 1;967 

Fr ag Order 56-61 

Ref. (a) Mapa, RVN'J 1 :50,000; Series L 1014,iheets 6640 II - III;. 

1. SITUATION. No change. 

2.. MISSION. No change. 

A. Companx D. 

(1.). At 0430 move to attack position Checkpoint #1. 
(2)' At IT-Hour on order at tack to secure Objective 23, search far 

suspected ene~,supply dumps in hamlet located vicinity (ET 138311), 
continue ct;taqk 'on~ order. ' 

. (3) Be prepared to assume other missions on order. rIif 
,.. 

B. Comp@y F. 

(1) At H-Hour on order attack to secure Objective 24, continue 
attack on order. 

(2) Be prepared to assume other missions on order. 

c. H&S Company. 

(1) General Support. 

D. Company A. 

(1) 13attali0n Reserve. ' 

(3 Move &B directed, generally in trace of Company F. 
(2l Provide security for Battalion Command Group. 

(4 Be prepared to essume mission of attacking units on order. 

Coordinating Instructions. 

2 Take salt tablets as Ial'9'scribcd. 

1

1j R-Rour 0500 on ordor. D-Day ~JunG 1967. 

3 . Report all personnel acootUlted for·prior to deployment. 
4 : LaD, Phase Lino Orange. (5j Cross Phase Linos on ordor. 

(6 US9 RCA.- in caves, make every effort to get prisoners. 
(7 Rules .of engagoment apply. 

1 Enclosure (16) 
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• •• 
4. 1illMnrrSTru.TluNAND LOGISTICS. No change. 

5. CO£IJY.I.liND.u.ND CGIMUNI CATIONS • 

Red side out for air panels at 0800 • 
.iUr panels should be distributodl thr,oughout ~it. 

.lu1NEXIJE I , 

JJ. ~ Opetation OvorlaJ" 
B - Fire Support . 
.' : 

OFFICI4L 

J?:" K' j"&.., 
I ' 

J. P. WElTE 
Maj or, USNC ' 
Executive Officer 

DECLASSIFIED 

P. L. HILGART~ 
Lieutenant Colonel 

COnlillal'!d:ing . 
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SECIU!Ir .. 
al'iNEX J.t; (OporatLn ~1B\Y) to Fr88 Order 56-61 
Rof': (a:) Naps, INN; 1150,000; aeries L 7014, 
&heats 6640 II - III 

• 

1-

PL 

OFFICIAL 

~yJ(f.b-" 
C~~{' .", 
<3 ~ ,.. 'lttrTE 
Ivla.J or , USMC 
Eiecutive Officer 

DECLASSIFIED 

1st .taJ.<ivn, 5th L'.larines 
q,UE SUN, lWN 
012345H Juno 1967 

P. L. HILGARTN"m 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Commanding 

SECREr 
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SBCREl' 1 at Battalion, 5th Marincs 
Q,UE son, RVN i 

01.2345H Juno 1967 

.ANNEX:B (Fire Support Plan) to Frag Ore lor 56 ... 61. 

(1) Artillory preparation fires. Soe !J.I all t (Fire Support Wcrlay). 

( 2) ld.r Support. 

(e.) 01-£ Tl~C/.A will be availablo as required far visual rooon­
naisanco of tst Battalion, 5th l-Iarin8s oporational area as defined in 
Frag Ordor 56-67. 

(b) Fixed wing support wEI be available as roquirDd by 1st 
Battalion, 5th IVlarincs Wlits for suitable targets. 

(3) Coordinating Instruction~. 

(a.) :iiir ''lill bo under control of 1st :Battalion, 5th l'farinos J,LO • . 
(b) Decisions on USe of air support remains with the COIIlLlanding 

Of.ficor, 1ist Battalion, 5th Narinos. 
(c) 1..11 air requests must corne thr"ugh tho Company FAC Team. 

(4) Preparation Firos. 

(a) J..ll prcpnrativn fires on Objectives 24, 25, 26 'wiU be firM 
,on d.er cOOut; ~5OfI.e, 

(b) All preparation fires en Objectives 27 and 28 will be fired on 
ardor as friendly units secure Objoctivo 24. 

(c) 1..l1 preparation fires on Objectives 29 and )0 will be fired on 
order a8 friendly units securo Objectives 25 and 26. 

(d) 1..l1 preparation fires will remain on cell • 

TAIl. 1 - Fire Support Overlay 

7~ · /i ~ 
( / 

J. P. WBITE 
l-iajor, USMC 
Executive Officer 

DECLASSIFIED 

.,. L. BILGi.ItTNER 
Lid enant Colonel 

Commanding 
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l.st6taliun, 5th Marinea .. 
QUE SON, lWN 
012345H June 1967 

Tab 1, (Fire Support OIerlay) to Al~N.E:X B (Fire Support Plan),. to Frag 
Order 56-67. 

Ref: (a) l'laps, RVN; 1.:50,000; Series L 7014, $leets 6640 II - UI 

OFFIClkL 

~")1 \/1 .. ' f:~ 
/', --,"-
(>' J. p" VrlITE ' 

Ma.j or, USMC 
Executive Officer 
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Lieutenant Colohol 

Commanding 
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Opera.tion and Night Dispositiun Overlay D+7 
Ref: (a) Maps, RVN; 1 :50,000; scries L 1014, Sheets 6640, II ~ III 
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Operation and Night Disposition Overlay D+8 
Ref: (a.) Maps, lWN; 1'50,000; Series L 1014, Shoets 6640 II - III 
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1st Eattalion, 5th Marines 
QUE SON, RVN 

. 04~,00OH J:une 1967 

Fr88 Order 57-67 

Ro£: (a) Naps, RVN, 1 =50,000; mica L 7014, Sheets 6640 II - III. 

1. SITUi~ION. No change. 

2. l-lISSlON. no change_. 

A. Oompan.y A. 

(1) On order at H-Hour, attack in z .. ne to CP-1.,.· contin~e' a.ttack 
to Regimental Objective K. 

(2) Be prepared to continue attack on orde;r; •... 
(3) Be prepared to assume other missions on ord~;. 

:s. Co mp my D. 

(1) On order at !I-Hour, atta.ck in zone to OP-7, continue to 
Regimental Objective X. 

~
2l Bo preparod to continuo attack on order • 

. 3 Be prepro:'cd to assume other missions on ordor. 
4 Provide flank socurity for Battalion Co~and Group_ 

C. H&S Company_ 

~ 1) General Support. 
2) lolovo with Company D. 

D. Batt~ion Roscrve. 

(1 ) Squad from 81' a, real' security. 

E. CoordiSiilItine; Illstructions. 

(11 H-Hour for planning purposes - 1700. 

l2 1..11 hands take salt tablots as prescritlcd. 
3 . Oonduct thorough search for enc~ gra:wes and equipment. 
4 Using north as 12. orclock, Company A set in night defensive 

position from 9 to 3, Compar~D set in night defensive positions from 3 to 9. 
(5) Unit Commanc.ors submit rGcoar;J,endetd night activities on arrival 

Qit. RogimcnttJ. Objoctivo K.· H 

4. ADMINISTRta'Ion iIlID LOGISTICS.' No change. 

SECRET 
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SElCRlID! 

5. OOlliMAlID.JID COlY'jHUUIO~d'lONS. No ch.anga.: 

Al'flifiJX.: .lJ..,.Cper ation Overla;}" 

omcIiicH 

~ .. ~. . . ~rJ, . 
///f!./ /t..----~ 

/ ./. . . 
V J. P. WIUTE 

Me.j or, USMC 

Executive Officer 

2. 

DECLASSIFIED 

P. L. BILGARTNER 
Lieutenant Colonel 

COl1l.l1landing 
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• tat &talion, 5th Marines 
QUE ::)ON, RVN 
041000H June 11967 

. .ANNEX J~ (Operation Overlay) tG Frag Order 57-67 
Ref: (a) }~ps, HVN, 1;50,000; series L 7014, Sheets 6640 II - III 

(fl 
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~+-

OnICI~\/;a 

*~~ i1: P. WHITE . 
l1a.J or, USi'iC 
Executive Officer 
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P. L. HILGJu1TNm 
Lieutenant Cclon Gil. 

Commanding 
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SBCRl:1r 1st Battalion, 5th Marinos 
Q,UliJ (:JON ,'RVN 
4 June 1967 

Frag Order 58-67 

Ref: (a) Maps, RVN~ 1:50,000; iorios L 7014, Shoets 6640 II - III. 

1. SITUATION. :Ho chan~e. 

2. NISSION. No' change, 

A. Con~Gst of Operation. 

(1.) 1,st 3attalion, 5th J.Ia.l'ines fo11ovlS in trace of 3rd BattaJ.:i4m,'" 
5th Marines to Objective Golf and provides L~ s(;curity for holo lift of 

3rd Battalion, 5th Marinos. 

(1) On order at B-Hour follow in traco of 3rd J3a.ttalion" 5th .' , 
Ivlarinos along me of advance to Obj oct iva Golf. Provide one platoon :for 
LZ sccuxit¥ end continue to 1st Battalion, 5th I¥larines COmb, at Base. 

(2) De preparod to assumo (,.1thcr missions em order. 

o. 1I&S Company. 

(21) Gancrnl Support. 
() Provide lIST for control of 3rcl. Battalion, 5th 11c.rincs hclilift 

at Objectivo GQlf. 
(3) Attach HST to Conpany A at 050530H. 
(4) Follow in traoe of Company A. 

D. CompanY D. 

(1) Battalion Resarve. 
(2) On order at R-Hour, follow in traco of Battalion Command'Group 

along axis of advance. 
, , (3) Provido flank security for 13o.ttalion Command Gr;Jup. 

, (4) Be prepc:.rod to assume other missiona on ordor. ' 

E. Coordinating In&tructiops. 

(1ln-Hour 0600n. D-Day 5 June 1967. 
(2 .All por, sonnel take salt taolata. 
(3 Revttll.e and Stand-To at 0500. 

1 
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• SECRm' 

4. ;J)MINISTR.:d'ION.AND LOGISTICS. No change. 

5. COI:llWlD JJID C0MMUNl C .... TIONS • No change. 

1NNIlXES: 
it. - Operation Overlay 
J - Fire Support 

01<"'FI CIi~ 

){27~ -
(.... J. P. WElTE 

Major, USliIC 

Executive Officer 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

P. L. IULGlillTNEEl 
Lieutenant Oolonel 

Commanding 

• 
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SEeRE!! • 
Al."rnEX A. (Operation Over1aJ')to Frag OrdeJ: 58-61 

1.""U~lt.. ,. fiariau, 
~UE sw, WlN 
4 June 1967 ... . .. 

Ref: (a) Maps, RVN; 1:50,000; Series 1 7014, Sheets 6640 II - III 
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"-- J. P. WHI~E 

Ma.i or, USI>lU 
Executive Officer 
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tat !Jattcl:i,on, 5th Marines 
Q,UI!: SON, RVN 
4 Juno 1:967 

lJWl:OC n (Fire Support Plan) to i'rag Order 58-61 

Refa (a) Maps, RVN; 1150,000; IS erics L 7014, Ilheots 6640 II - llI. 

1. Artillerx. 

(a) ... .rtillery preparation fires. :See Tab 1(F:i.ro Support <Nerlay),. 

2. Air.-' 

(a) 01-E TAO/A will be a.vailable on request for ,visual reconnais­
anoo of 1 at BattaJ.ion, 5th Narines opvra.tional araa. as defined in Fr-.g 
Order 58-61. 

(b) Fixed wing support will be available as required by 1st 
Battalion, 5th Narincs units fer suitable targets. 

3. Cogrdinating Instructions_ 

(1) Air will bo under control of 1 at Ba.ttalion, 5th l,larines itlJ)., 
(2) Decisions for, usc of air support remains with COIJIllanding 

Officer, 1 st Battalion, 5th Narincs. . 
(3) All air :sequo'Bts must come through Company F.L.C tcnms~ 

TJJ3: 1 - Fire Support Overl8\Y' 

OFFICIiW: 
'" j /!/ (/<f! )f7 -~-
J:. P. WHITE 
Major, USMC 
E=:ecutive of.ficer-

B-1 

DECLASSIFIED 

P _ L. HILG..:.RTNER 
L~cuteDjant ?clonel, 

Commandmg 
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SECRED! • 
Tab 1 (Fire Support Overlay) to Frag Ordor 58-67 

1s~a.ttaliOn, 
Q.UE SON f RVN 

'4 June 1961 

5th Marines 

Ref: '(a) Maps, RVN, 1:50,000; Series L 7014, Sheets 11- III 

~aIAL )I~ 

~TE 
Maj or, USMO 
Ezooutiva Officer 

:8-1,-1 
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P. L. HILGAH.TNEii 
Lieutenant Colonel 
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Frill1t 'Qq1lllllAh~(ft:;,c'e~ . . ' 
To: Com.nan~iIlf; .9ff:lce.:ri :5th Mar.iri~ 

,",~. ~'I 

.".' .: 

, ','-

, Ref: 

Enel: 

1. Code N~e: ·QP~ait.~w~'U~:~{lP.'~;+ ;('~~r¢h~~',J)e~t~) 
• ~'t' ',. • " 

2 •. Dat~5 0£. 0pe·ra.tion.::OZ~':~QW~6lf17Qpiji1~e.' .191;7 . 
• '".", .• 1,',: .". 

J. Location\:':T~~'J:3~: ;~~~~c~;. ~r~ or ?/5 <6~~~W!?tl 'Wf3.$P,9w.ig~ 
on ~l).<i~~~li):ij",:~WGtii:c\.t.~E! :$4, Qpttw :A}~$t.~ J~$ ~~~ +~~ J'1~ 
on. :tl1¢ ,sQJi~n,:~y':r~~WCtf~ :L~~.)O"ahQ. qn ,~n'-";~~ ,W~S ,q.r~~ 'lJ~eoe. 

4. . £oFltF,pl>o~€:(;(.edlieadoij8.rt~ll'$'· ; ."','~ :,;?":".;/i;jttx (: .. ,,~,,;< .,,,}J",(,,~~. ,..:':.;;:~ 

5th Marw Reg~,~J. 

5. Task OF.&an~za..tit.(il:i'· 
T • • .• ,' . .:~' r~ .. 4.{:.rJ,,'.:~. 

2nd Ba ttaUQ~. ;f·,,·!)' .:.~:g~) ,'~'~n~~~~~ 

D.e1@.cbW.~~J:t~- (GQ :'~~:) ,fR~}:;2,*a '~tta~j;'oi:l:" 
5th Har;ines '.' . 
Company-ttE"'~?ncl,: J)9.;~t~U9lh.,.5~h l1a'riJ1,es-

Company 1.11)11 '11}$ ,~ttaJ..;.ol:l" ?th}~r..;nes 

COIl:1~ IIEI! '~tld. }3a;t~a:l.;1,on,' 7th Marines 
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<30. Air ' 
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·7,~~.~eft~:~i~ 
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" 
,b. :Th~'~en:~t '-was: lb.ca\'tei' ,dn~ ~~ a:1:'e3. '.G,t Bi!09J'1. :Lt. 'wa.~, -guttie; 

obvicu.~,tha;t"mGs.t 0!·t.5~ ':'high !~~ii~ ;b~d, !W.~ ,prep.a'reai ,cia! ~'Si~ii6:"'" 
JX)5ii.jJ~~'~~nd:~bA'ik~ the' ~~~,~~~.';~;Q'~~tiili'·this' '~re~ ~·s ~~kiia;~: ;a 
hea.dqua,~~_ ,tor' .,ut'U.~ O~rgt~onSl.' , , ".' ' . , ," 
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c.The :situation anticip3.ted in tbe objective area as received. 
from 5th Marines wastnat a1a~ge, ",Tell. eql.l.~pped NVA force was in solid 
contact .with 1/5 re:inforcpd by Fo~rot 2/5. . 

d..sour~.es ot inteJ+igence .were 1st 1-1ar:in~ DhdsioI),.;5th Harinel?, 
1st Battalion, ~5th Marines and"NAG-16 Aircraft in:t~() area.; 

e. The enany did. not. oppose ·ih. anyway'the;li3."l1dlnK of the Batta"lion 
at BT1Q23.33.As "DII, 1/7" and"E·i~ 2/5, mov-eli ·o~~ 6f ,the .LZ .occasiOnal 
sniper fire developed alth9ugh n9tenough to :~mper moVelnent. At 
BT094328 the leading platoon . of 'IE" 2/5 wa.sam.bu~hed by an unkno,,4'l 
number Of NVA with al.l.tomatic weapons. Duo, toih:tensefireby "E" 2/5 
the enemy. was driven off JeavWE('behiilci (2) deai:l ~ith (2) Weapons.: As 
a Hed...Evac helicopter landed~'mor:tar,'tire was .r-eceiycdtota1ins approxi­
mately (50) rounds. Iti~.b:eue.v~d that th~ ~s ,covering fire for 
the withirawl, of the NVA uni t~ . 

f. The unit engaged is! believed to. be.the Headquarters oottalion 
and one other ba:ttalionofthe2ndNv~.Dii;isi9n~: . captur9d equipn~t '. 
dE!!lonstratos quit.e viv¥ily tnattheywere a t~if disciplined profession,­
ally equippedmilitaryunit from Hai Phong,NorthVietnam.. The dead ,:.-,.. 
seen on the tettleo:-field were clean cut and well ,fed individuals in 
Khaki Unifonns. 

. . 
g. Terrain:ill: the area"q(':operation w3.$·,ba.sicaJly rice' paddies 

encomps.s5ed by 20":'40 meter high'ground. 'The tugh ground ha.d good. 
na.tural conceal,ment and ~cellent cover in the' 'form of trench .l~es . '. 
ancl fighting holes. built by the NVA. The loose surface road running . 

. NE to St'l lo~ ted vicinity BI'090327 has: ,tomb shelters .arid fighting' poles 
along both s ides every 1 ~20 meters. The trail running NNW to. SSE 
has. simil3.r man ma.de features" Critical terrain features include 

_ high groupd at BT09531:3 <¥1d, Bl'10S317. . . . 

. h. Veri few civiljazis were' encountered in' the op~ration area. 
Th:>se that were, however, were extremely afraid a.nd sta.ted onlY that . 
NVA. soldiers had .'been·in .the area 'dur:ing ·the previous 4 days. Although 
psychological wa~are b;roadcasts were made, none were' originated by 
this. battalion. Broadcasts . made wer'e unmtelligiblc due to' the 
al ti tUde of the a~cra.ft. . . . 

Results ,. 

a. Enemy " 

NVA KIA's (COn.!') 
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b. 

c. 

Equipment 

SKS 

RPD 

AK-47 

Pacies 

7.62 Russ short 

Other 

l1is cellaneous p3.pers 

DECLASSIFIED 

i1' 

" 1 

6 

200 rounds 

2 lbs. 

B, Mission: See Para 2 enclosure '( 1) 

9. Concept of Opera.tion:SeePa~ 3a enciosure (1) 

10. Execution: 

'SEcm 

~ At 021240H 2adBattalion~ 5th Marines was alerted to commitment 
to the operation (See Enclosure (1». 

At 021415H the first element of E/2/5 v-f<'lS helilifted'o1J.t, of An 
Iba. I1lnding in the LZ was delayed 2 hours due to Air Strikes being 
conducted in the irnmedi~te are~ and for refuel~g helicopters. 

" , 

At 02181511 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines (-) reinforced chopped 
OPCON to 5th ~1arines. ' ' 

At 022015H thf'l helil.ift of 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines Command 
Group A~ Company E/2/5, and Company 0/1/7 was completed. 

At 022230H" 2/5 (-) (Rein) at coordfuateSBT013328 while enroute 
to Obj ecti ve 1 was tak~ under fire by an unkno'Wl1 nlllnber of enemy 
anned with automatic weapons. Returned S/A, A/T.>l and ho.ndgrenades •. ' 
Results: ,2 USM:C HIA (Eva.c)~ 2 NVA KIA (Conf)rca.ptured 1.SKS, 1 RPD, 
2 IBcks, cartridge belt, ammo and assorted documents. 

Commenc:i,lfg at 0224000 2/5 (-) (Rein)Loc vic BT093328 received 
from 50 to 60 81/8:2 H11 l-Iortars. T;t<.:sults: 4 1)011C KD .. , 23 USlvfC WIA 
(Evac) and 21 liSJ.1C 1rJIA (U:inor). 

At 0301~OH Company E/2/7 completed helilift into LZ and moved 
to 2/5 JX)sition (BT093328). Hove was completed at 030245H. 

At 030630H 9 men from D/1/5 reported to 2/5 vic (BT09332S). 
Two of the men had been wounded thepreviou~~ay and were immediately 

, 'evacua ted. 

-:4-
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At 031615H- 2/5 ( ... ) (Rein) while s'\.r0cping obtlective Foxtrot 
(BT0931) found 8 NVA l::odies, 3 lUcks and assorted do'cUI11ents. 

At 0410JOH Caaparry -P /2/5 chopped OPCON to 2/5. 

At 041255H F/2/5 found 8 NV.~ bodies (Br099315) one of which 
was buried in a shallow gt'we,five along the edge of a rice paddy and 
t\\1O in a nearby tree line. Equipment found included (1) AK-47, (3) 
~cks and assorted documents. 

. . At 04.1400H conunenccd helilift of 2/5 (.-) (Rein) to An Hca 
Combat Base which W~S completed at 04.1630H. 

At 041700H 2/5 (~L (Rein) chopped OPCON to 1st Marine Division. 
, , 
." 

11. Resu1ts: 

a. Enemy Personnel 

(1) 18 NVA KIA. (Cont) 

Friend11T Personnol 
K 

( 1) 4. USNC KIA (2l 23 USHC 1,\fIA (EV''\.C) 
(3 2 USN WI!\. . (EVAC) 
(4 20 USHC 1m (HINOR) 
(5)1 USN WIA (HINOR) 

12. Administration and Logistics: 

Q" _ Sllppl,n .ill- supply roqu0C1tswel"O 'Dubnittod t:~ _Iud fu1lfl11ed 
by .t11~ ~h I-L:l.pine,RO;lgimcnt. ' 

b. 11aint enan eel Nonnal PH of equipment wa.s . accomplished throughout 
the conduct of the opera tien. 

c. Treatment of Casualti8s<& Hospitilization: All' casualties 
received First .,dd from the:, Comp9.ny Corpsman or the Hedical Officer •. 
BA.S (fOrwal-U) consisted of one Hedical Officer and one Corpsman who 
moved l,lith the Conunand GrouP. All casualties sustained during t.he 
operation were evacuated by helicopter. ~~ Hedical Assistant -was present 
on all emergency ~1ed-Eva.~rs. All he3.d wounds l!lere taken to NSA hospital, 
DaNang. Remaining casualties were taken to the 1st Nedical Battalion 
Hospital, DaNang, or a Collecting and Clearing Station located at Chu 
Lai. 

-~ 
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d. Transportation: Tranf;lp:::>rtation of pets~rlnel and sup;..Jlies 
was aecomplished exclusively ,by helispptez:. ;::\", \": 

e. Connunic:ation: 

(a) There ,,..ere no problems with radio comu.nicationa 
throughout the opera t:Lon. The AN/N,C-25 radio continues to provide 
excellent service. 

(b) . AS a result of, Comps.ny F '5 contact of 2 June while 
under OPCON of 1/5, three AN/P],C~25 radibs are missing. Two are assumed 
captured by the enemy~ One set was evacuatr)d with a casualty. 'the 
rel=Ort of missing radios has been subnitted to th{) 1st Karine Division 
CEO. Attanpts are underway to recover the radio that was ,evclcuCJ.ted. 

(2) Antenna: There was n9r~quir€!!lent fo~ any special antenna 
to be employed during this brief operJ. tion. . 

(3) Voic'e Procedure: 

(a) Generally satisfacto'ry. A need for additional training 
is indica ted. 

(b) A corrununico.tion security class scheduled fo~June will 
increase the, proficiency of persoruiel in conmunication procedures. 

13. Special Equipment andTec~iques: None 

14. Commander's Anal.vsis - The ~rticipation ,of the 2nd Battalion, 
5th l1arines in Operation Union II was of brief duration rut occurred 
a t a critical stage of the qper3. tion. The fu. ttalion '\.<J8.S alerted to 
comnitment to the oper~ttion at about 021240H June and by 1400 Company 
E and the Command Group l,rere prepared to d.eIBrt An Hoa. The delay in , 
the helilift'occasion8d by the unusu~l length of time in preparing the 
landing zone, prevented an early depar~ure from tho landing zone b.1 the 
Ba ttalion (-)« It is belfeved this delay 1-taS eXtremely critical in 
that it impos0d a reqllirement for organization of the troop elements and , 
movement over unfamiliar terrain during the hours of darkness JErticular- -
J.y in view of thr:. requirement' for inmediate relief of pressure on the 
1st Battalion, 5th l!irin;:;s. At 2015, on completion of the helilift of 
the Conmand Group and the bull< of t1nTO rifle comp3.ni05, a decision was 
made to: 

a. Leave one platoon of Compa.riy E to maintain security of the LZ' 
for the upcoming helilift of E/2/7. 

-6-
SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

':~ 

" 

" 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECBEl' 

b. To move the remainder of Cjc~;.;;f~D/1/7 and tqc Command Group 
forward immediately to l1l3.ke conta,ct with n/1/5 $,nd to relieve the 
pressure on 1/5.' '\:'/' , ,. ' . 

:r. . . 
c. To move E/2/7 iDinedia. tel-y., for<tJ8.i"Ci alon~~ the road to the' south­

west on their arrival and cons'o1idation at the LZ. E/2/7 would take 
control of the platooh of E/2/5 left for security of theLZ for the 
movement forward. ' 

During the tlovement to the: southwest, direction was Llaintainod by 
guiding on the ~a.d. Under conditicns of very limited "isibility, the 
move was made quickly tmd in a controlled manner'. During th:;; move, , 
comnunications '\A/EJr~ maintain8d,,,ith 1/5" and by the use of pyrotechnics,; 
the position of n/1/5 waS ascertained. This served k> assist in the 
direction of movement of th(; le'ad elanents of the Battalion. 

It is felt that'the flank of the enemy positionWls, roached,?t about 
0222]OH June and the resulting sharp fire and mortar exchange' alerted 
the enemy to tho presence of a sizable force on their northern flank. 
It appears tlnt there "ras an elElllent of surprlse achieved in that heli­
copters were still arriving in theLZ ~~4QQO meters to ~~~~r~~ 
east bringmgln E!2!7 and it is likely that the enemY' anticipJ.tcd the 
movement of a sizable reinforcing clement 'lllPuld not commence until the 
helilitt was completed. The CO of 1/5 by radio transmission at 
approximately that time indicated that enemy action had grc3;tly reced~t;I. 
and that he was under no pressure. It'may be concluded that the sudden 
presence of 2/5 on their flank at this time 1I1]8.S significant in the 
hasty withdrawal of the enemy from the oottlefield .. - -Remaining action 
of 2/5 in the operation subsequent to the initial fire fight and mo:rta,r 
exchange consisted of rntrol action attempting to reg_lin contact with' , ' 
the enemy force throughout the nig;ht of 2-3 June a.nd the sweep and 
search of Regimental Objective F on 3-4 June. ' No additi'-mal significant 
contact occurred on 3-4 June prior to the R3.ttali0n's return to its 
comba t base at 041400H. ' 

In reviewing 2/515 participa.tion in- Operation Union II, the follolving 
observations are considerod pertinent: 

a/ The flexibility of Marine -ta~tical Unit's was reaffirmed in this 
operation. A comJX)site Battalion of thr(;;8· rifle' cOlnpllnios and a Command 
Group derived from three differont infantry Battalions1'T3.s inserted 
into the 'operation on short notice and under conditions of limited 
visibility. The quick assemtd.y and organization of this force into 
an effective fighting unit, accomplishc1 with no lost motion, ",as due 
to the combat readiness and professionalism of the rifle companics . 
which participated. Tho performance of the rifle companies from the 
S~venth Harines, i. e. It/1/7 and E/2/7 was particularly noteworthy when 
viewed from the standpoint of th~ rapidity of insertion and the limited 
adVance knowledge of th8 tactical area and assigned objectives. 
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.> b: There appear~~"to be.,.a requirement for increased coordination of 
ground and air units, at thJ'" higher echelons tp insure a more timely 
response to tactical reql,lirement;s for l\¢l;copter ins<¥rtion of rein­
forcing ground unit$,,. ItJ:.!e anticipat,:d'that;:,ltlle im})lct of the insertion 
of 2/§ in this opera,tion would have 'been' !.igniricantly increased if 
the helilift h1ic;i-,beal i complcted in time to permit·.a; daylight attack • 

. " '., .. ,' 

c.! Air in supportef 2/5 '~ this.'operJ.tion particularly during the 
night of 2-3 June was outsta.nd:ing. Strikes were conduct0d on enemy 
forces and w'eapons positioned between 2/5 and elements of 1/5.; The 
air strikes were exceptiona.lly accurate and the pilots demonstrated a 
high degree of professional ability in adjusting quiCkly on targets. 
An unusu~l technique of acquisition of targets was noted in one 
instance. Two F-4 'aircraft were oper-at:ing in tandem. The first air­
craft approached a target at a ~low rate of speed. During his approach 
he s'wit~hed on his landing and runninc lights and ·drew the fire of 50 
caliber machine guns. Tho Second F-4 follo"ring closely in trace and 
without lights, quickly acquired the target and deliverc d a napalJn 
strike which appeared to elirnin""te the enemy ",capon and crew. This 
technique W"~s continued for several runs. It is further· .concluded 
tha. t air strikes olimin,,, ted a min:ilnum of tNO 81-82Mli mortell'S which 
caused the majority of the casualties suffered by -2/5. 

d.' An unusual feature of the a.rea oi:- operation noted by this 
Battalion was the absence of minos ::mdboobytrnps.· Additiona.lly, it 
appears tm t this area would prescmt ;]. suitable area, for tho employ­
ment of tracked vehicles .).s a means of increasins mobility .J.nd fire 
support. 

15. Reconmendations: None 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
HODIFIED HrtNDLING AUTH03.IZED 

Copy of Copies 
2nd Battalion; 5th Marines 
An Hoa, Viotnam 
021200H June 1967 

Frag Order 117-67 (Op8;.~a.tion Union II) 

Ref: Map; South Victmm L50,OOO (Tam Ky) AMS Series L7014 Sheet 6640 II· 

Time Zone: H 

Task Urganization: 

1. SITU . .;.TION: 

a. ,ID1emy For..£~~". Large eneri.1Y force w/lt!;, and mortars locatcdvicinity 
(BT100310). Enemy dJJ3pOsed in tree line at above position, presently 
attempting to move in on flank of 1/5. 

b. Friendly: 

(1)~ 1/5 presently r0ceiving A/H and mortars. Nortars landing 
short~ size unknown.. CO feels enemy tljring to envelope. Company 
location: D/1/5 - B1'095315, F/2/5,:" BT096310l A/1/5 - BT1003100 

(2) 3/5 receiving intermittent fire at (BT125297). 

c. Attachments 3.nd DetJ.chments. D/1/"I and E/2/7 will be:; attaohed 
to 2/5 on arrival in 1Z •. 

2. MISSION: 2/5 (-) (Rein) conducts heliborne landing in LZ (BT103333) 
and s'!'loeps northwest to southeast to rolieve enany preSsure on 1/5. 

a~ Concept of Operations: Company E and Command Group A move 
from An Hoa to L28 'D/1/7 and E/2/7 1!'.oves fron pros<;nt positions to L2 
and joins 2/5 for sweep. 2/5 (-)OPCON 5th ~!arines on arrival in LZ .. 

b. .Q2...§ 

(1) Move to L2 vicinity (BT103333) and uncover L20 Pe pre­
p3.red to attack in a south':.resterly direction along Route #534. Command 
Group will move with Company E. 

c. ~imting Instructic.:ns: 

(1) H-Hour 1400 

(2) Direction of Attack - Northwest to southeast 

(3) Insure knowledgeo! other units frequencies 

E2.rCLOSURE (1) 

CPNFID~'l'IA~ 
HODIFmo W,NDLING AUTHOUZED 
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4. ~TISTRATION ABn_199ISTICS: 

a. Enough suppli·)s .for 3 d3.ys 

5~ C(ka.:. ,ND ... ND CmnIUNIc:~ TrONS: 

a. Conn F.J.ect 

( 1) Frequencies as f'ollo1<lS: 

CONFIDENTIAL 
HODI:r<;:ED HANDLnm AUTHORIZED 

(a) 1egimcntdl TAG - 66.2 

(b) Conduct of' Fire - 440 85 

(c) TlCP - )2u40 

(d) Ned-Eva~ a.nd :~esuPi)lJr - 35.10 

(e) 1/5 Til.O -59.30 

(f) 3/5 TAG - 57.80 , 

b. COlllIiland: The Bn CODJriland Group will move ini tiB..lly "rith 
Company E/2!S, 

DISTRIBUTION: . C 
PLUS 5th Marines 

CONFIDENT HL 
hODIFIlW HA.NDLING AUTHOJ1IZIW 

i-:':'h r(; / ~ 
~ I} . '. '. 1c(/vn··"..... " , 

I, 

M r. '//J:. CKSOliT JIl .1'1'L (t J,.. .n. I, .t •• 
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CONFmENTIAL . '~'" '.::. , 
MODIFIED H:~N'LING AUT1iQRIZFJJ 

.r..:,:. 

Frag Order 1B-67 (Operation Un).onII) 

e 
Cop,y of Copie8 
2nd Battalion, 5th Mar.uws 
An Roa, Vietnam 
2 June 1967 

Ref: Map: South Vietm.m 1: 50,000 (Tam Ky) AfIS Series 6640II 

Tllne Zone: H 

Task Organization: 

1. SITUl'>.TION:. No Change 

2. HISSION: No Change 

e 3~ EXECUTION"~ 

a. Conce t of eration - On consolidation of the Landing Zone 
(B'l'103333 attack southwest astride Route; #534 with tloJO cc:,~panies 
abrea.st to satze Objective 1 (BTOO3325). On seizure of Objective 1, 
continue the attack to the south to seize Objc;ctiv,:.,s 2 and 3 and the 
northern protion of ~cgimental Objective F. 

/ b. Company E (-) (Rein) 2/5 

(1) Continue attack to the southN8st on a frontage of 200 meters 
to the South of Route #534 toward Objective 1. 

(2) Detach one platoon to remain as LZ security to assist the 
helo insert of E/2/7. Platoon will ,be assigned to temporary operation­
al centrol of E/2/7 on that unit' s arrival in LZ. 

(3) On seizure of Objective 1 by company D, 1/7 and on order, 
continue the attack to tho south to seba 'Ol'at J)flrtion of Objective 
3 in zone. 

(4) Be prep:3.red on order to continue the attack to the south 
to seize that portion of1egimcntal Objective F in zone. 

c. Comp:my n/fl1. 

(1) Continue the att~ck to the southwest on a frontage of 
200 meters north of Route #534 to seize Objective 1. 

(2) On seizure Objective 1 and on order continue tl1e a.ttack 
to the south to seize Objective ~: 

ENCLOSU:m (2) 

CONFIDENTI.:'L 
MODIFIJW HANDLING AUTHOR-1ZBD 
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• CONFIDENTIAL 
HODIFIED RAt-JDLING AUTHORIZED 

.. ,;',. { ':l~': 
(3)'g~:"Pl-epil~~d,onbrder to continue the attack to seize that 

protion of Objective .3 q.ndftegirnental Objective F iI1,zone~ 

d. Company E/2/7 

(1) On arrival in LZ (BT103333) assume temp:lrary OPOON of 
platoon E/2/5. 

(2) A.ssume mission as B.l ttalion ::teserve. On order I.l0Ve to the 
southwest along Route #534 in tra.ce of E/2/5. 

(.3) Be prepared to assume the mission of either of the two " 
assault ccrapanies. 

e. Coordinating Instructions: 

( 1) For movement to Objective 1, guide is from right to left .• 

(2) Line of Departure - Present positions. 

4. AIi"IINI~:rTRi~TION ,NO LOGISTICS: No Change 

5. COI-ft~lND AND COl-:1HUNICA TION: No Change 

DISTRIIDTION: C 
PLUS 5th Marines 

CONFIDENTI.i{L 
~IODIF.mn HANDLllJG li.UTHO"'lIZED 
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HEADQUAH.TERS 
· ,3rd Battalion, 5th Harmes 
/. 1st Marine Divi[)ion ((Rein) FNF 1 FPC San Francisoo, California 96602 

I~ ,'- 3/r£W/pli> 
j" . ''-,.3121 

/

"., \ ll~une 1967 

From: Comnand:ing Officer, Th:ird Battalion, F.~h Mariries "" :'. "'.~. " < 

;. 

To: Command:ing General, F:irst Marme Division ""'. ~ .. - ... ,." ~ . 
. Via: Commanding Offit:er,. Fifth Marmes . . '. . . 

,......-1 Subj: "Combat After Action Report' ~~.N6i 002 2 .3 - 61 .• ~.~. 
Re1': . (a)' Divisicn Order 3480.1 ~ COPv# ,;3 o~ 30 c::o.P~::s 

(b) '5th Marmes Frag Order' 2S-67 
(c) 5th 1vIarines Frag Order 32-67 ' snr ~\:.'~ ![:I" ~S r . -T' ':' .. , , 

Enc1: m ~=!~E~;~~~J ~fo ~i~~ L Q0 791/-&7 1 

· 1 • .90de Name. operati~n iNION II. 'J. i ~~~~.:~ ... ~;,~ ," ~W:II \ 
. . r'VJ;'>.!J·l-II &~~tE1 \h\J1f ,.t 

2. pates 01' Operation.~· 260600H May 1967 to ·051700H,· J.'.me 1967. ,.. -. 

· .3. 'Location. Quang Tin Province, Republic of Vietnam~ 
__. ___ " 'I _ 

"',',. 

4. Corr,mand Headquarters.' '?ee:Task.Organization. 

5. Task Organizatidn:: 
i 

,/II 

I 
r 

~,' ~ '. .. 

. .J.~ B~ -) (Rein)., 5th Ma.;: -.. LtCol D. E. ESSLlNclm 
;~; Ma,j L" E. JOHNSe·N· "-

H&S Co (_),; MajB. R. ClJl.1MINS "-
Det, Co K, Jrd Bn, 5th Mar (Bn Security Plat) LtCol C. B. ~VEBSTER,\ 
Det, Btry F ,2nd Bn, llthMal' (LnTm)·., . .' . ' 
.Det." 1st SF IBn (HST) '. . 
Det, 1st' Eng B.p:', 
Det" Hq Co, 5th Mar (Scout-Sniper Tm) 

. Co I: (Rejpl , 

" t, ". 

Co I· 
Det, H&S Co, 

Capt H. C. STACKPOLE Jr 
2/Lt K. \1. MOORE. ~ , . 

D,ej;. i,~I6d Plat '. , 
. Dat-; 81mm Plat (FO Tm)' .' " 

Det, Comm Plat (FAC Tm) '.~. . ' 
.. Dat, In~elligenc.e· Sect (Seouts &. Interpreter) ............ ~ 

DOWNGRAf>El> ' AT 3 fEAII INTlftY,AI.S; 
DECLAS:3I'FIED Mt:lft 4~ tua, 

. f>Olt DII ,. __ ... -' 

1 
• '¥ ") 

•. ( ",f ' 
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3121 
1l.,June 1967 

' . 

'. 

Dot, Btry F, 2n,d Bn, 11th Mo.r (FO Tm) 
Det, 1st SF En (HST) 
Det, 1st Eng Bn . 
Det, Hq Co, 5th Marines (Scout-Bniper Tm) 

'Co L (Rem2. 

Co L 
Det, lEtS' Co 

Det ~ Mad P lZl.t 

Captr-H. D. PET'l'ENGn.L 
'lfLt A. CURTIS 
CD.pt P. H. G~ 

. Det, 8lrnm Plat (FO Ttl) 
Det, CornJJ Plat (FAC Tr.1) 
Det, Intelligence Sect (Scouts & Interpreter) 

Det, Btry F I 2nd Btl, lith Mar (FO Tm) 
Det, 1st SP Bn (HST) 
Det, 1st Eng Bn 
Det, Hq Co, 5th M.:'1l'ines (Scout-5niper TIll.) 

Co M (!leinl Capt J. R. HcELROY 

Co M 
Det, H&S Co 

Det, ~1ed Plat 
Det, 81m: Plat (FO Ttl) 
Det, Comm Plat (F AO Tn) 
Det, Intelligence Sect (Scouts & Interpreter) 

D.et, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Marines (ro TIll.) 
Det, 1st SF Bn (RST) 
Det, 1st Eng Bn. '. ", 
Det, Hq Co;~ 5th Mar;ines (Scout-Sniper Tm) 

.Jrd Plat (-)Co B ,·lst. Eng En :. 

2pd:PJ,at (~) Co E. 1st BP En (HST) 

En Reserve 

Co K(-) (Rein) 

Co K 
Det, H&S Co 

.Det, Med Plat 
Det " 8l.rrlm Plat (FO TIll.) 
Det, Intolligence Sect. (Scouts) 
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. 2/Lt C. D. VENUrO 

lILt R. H. BAXTER 
2/Lt R. G. 111LMSS 
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6. Supportms Forces 

a. Art illerl ' 

Jl2l 
II Jme.1967 

" 

. ' . 

I 
(1) From 26 May through 5 June, 1967, during Operation uNION lI," 

the Th:ird Battalion, Fifth Marines was, provided artillery support by the 
Second Battalion, gleventh Marines. In direct support of the Battalion 
wa.s one l05nun. Howitzer Ba.ttery I Foxtrot Battery, consistmg of four ho- , 
witzers. Foxtrot Battery "las used as a mobile support force, I)la.1dng three,' 
battery displacements and one platoon displa.cement in support of Operation / 

, 
\, 

UNION lIe . , 

(2) In General Support of .;the Battalion was one 4 gunbatteryot 
15;mm lmdtzers, one 4 gun battery'Of l05mm J::owitzers" and one eOIIq?osite 
battery consistmg of four l55rnm howitZers and. four l05nnn howitzer. 

:' ~~~~;~,~ ", ··-··'\~-ii.~.i'" :,." .' • 

. (3) By effectively displa6fug the mobile battery'l'at .1'Il.«IA4 . / 
times, artillery support was avaUaple to the Third Battal;i.on" Fifth-Mar-
ines duru1g all phases of the opera,:ji'ion. ; '-'~~;;~">'" 

, ' (4) Extensive artillery preparation fires were employed during' 
t.h~:,~).ire operation. The timeliness of these fires proved 'tcf',bG moet 
e.f'f~ ct i ve :in support:ing--the 1Je;t talion t s scheme of manu.ever. :<,;: .. -. :.' " c, 

( 5) Hai'r:~s fug 'tang intefdict ing,·fires :~eI:e~'pla.nned and -tired' ' 
each night dur:i.ri.g ,the'coUiso' Q.i "operation UNION -~1I. Placing these ,fir«:!s, /- _. 
close to our position, together '~'lith timeLy firmg deprived the .enemy of 
the knowledge of our exact position. as a pattern of fire was :AO't. oa""ab~¥. 

'~ . " 
. ;.".-" '. .... .' ~. . .. 

~(.6) , Li';'a f~e'll1is~ions were provided by the artillery forward, 
. observers,dWmgcritical phases of the operation.~:imely and effective . 

fire was delivered. on each occasion. In one situation, artillery cover~,"'-/ 
fire enabled IIMII Company to' successfUlly Withdraw from'an cipen area: in " 
Which :they Vlerereceiving fire.' After the O:lmpanyho.d made it ts'\dth-
drawaJ. a heaVy, volume of artlllery ,f:i..:te was' ad justed. on the enemyposi-; 
tion •. A sWeep bf'the ,area foll,OW-ed. the artiJ,.lery fires and revealed that 

, the . enemy had, ,fled the area after taking, heavy casualties .VillageI>s __ ::.;.--,,: 
Xl,j;h:;}. area attested to the fact that 'many enemy troops had been wtnlI~ded...: . 
A capttir.ed prisoner also told of the devastatmg effect of the artUlery 
'fire. He said he was separated from his illlit as the enemy ran ;in all 
directions :to .esca.pe .the;incoming .artllfery., ' 
: ': ~. ~ .'. 

" .' 

. ~ '., : '~ . ~, .' 
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(7)· It is' the personal opmlon of the FSG that the enemy used 
. the noise 6f our incoming artillery to cover the firing of their mortars. 
There were several instances when im1IDdiately after an art~ery mission 
was fli'erj friondly units received incormng mortars. When the battlefi~ld 
was relatively quiet tho enemy mortars could be heard firing thus givirig 
friendly tt'oops a chan~e tc take cover. '. 

b. • Air ~uppori 

(1) Operation UNION II took place inclusively from 26 May to 
5 June. There 'lrlere no periods durjngthe operation where weather was a 
deterrant to the ut:i).ization of close all' support. 

(2) A total of 21 fi.."Ced wing strikes were run in support, of the . 
Jrd Battalion, 5th Marines, 15 of 'Which occurred the first and second days 
of the oporation4 In addition to fixed ""jng, I-1arine and Army armed heli­
copters and Air Force armed C-h7 ajrcraft lended St'Pport. On sever8J. 
occasicns (~uring critical periods excessive Q."lays occured in 6bt~;t~.,ng 
air support which decrea.sed. the overilJ~ effectiveness of the a.ir stI"ll8. 

0) All fi."wd wing air strikes W0re controlled by a Tactical 
Air Controiler (Airborne). There WGre no occasions 'When air strikes could 
ha.ve been controlled as effGctively from the ground as they w.zre from tro 
air.'. 

(4) The AN/pnG-25 is a sturdy and reliable radio and servc:d as 
the pr.ilTlary means of c~:!l1J:t.mio~tj.cn~ The \.!iNjPRC..J...l units in the field 
were beset by minor mechanical 'probleI1S which dused the reliability of 
this radio unit to boquGstionable. /(. . , 

(5) One of the major problems during the oper,,:tion was the heavy 
volume· of traffic on the 5th Marinos air .freCiuency(TACP local) •. With 
three Battolicns in the sarr.e area and all ,fanting maximUl~l air support 
onG frequency cannot hancllG the traffic. 

(6) . With the exception of one US}IC VfIA by an All' Force armed 
C-47> all O:ro:n~:}1'~ was accurately put on target ,'!ith excell·~JoIi coverage. 
On 2 June striKes ."ere called "dthin 75 meters of friElIidly linGS with 
excellunt results. 

7. Intolligence 
" -

a. The enemy forces that were expected to be encounterea. on Operatit:tn 
. UNION II were the 1st and 3rd. Batta.lions of the 3rd NVARegim0nt loc§t0d 
in the BT 0736 area ;mel the 2nd BattDlion, 3rd NVA Regiment' in the B'l' 1131 
area. Elements of the 21st NVARegim8nt located in the BT 1030 area. and 
elements of the GK-30 COlTh'D.unications Battalion which sUpports the 2nd. NVA 
Division, were also expected to be encountered. 

4 
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b. Contact was' made on the first day of the operation When encoun­
tered by elements" of the 3rd NVA Reg:iment; heavy fire was received i.i111lJ.­

ediately upon landing at the fuelicopter landing zone at BT 0729. The 
eflel1\Y appeared to be deployed in an L shaped battle position at'Olmd our 
landing zone. The enemy used small arms, automatic we ap'ons , 2nd 82rnm 
mortars. Approx:i..!rately twenty .82mm mortar rounds were dropped on the 
Battalion Command Post. Under the cover of darknGss the enemy l'fithdrew. 
A sweep of th~ area :::,evealed several enemy graves \'m,ich were dug stra.ight 
dovID s~ feet with an opening of approx:i.r..ately 12 x 12 inches. Thus., 
the ii1dividua1 was shoved feet first into the hole with about 3 to: 6 :inches 
of dirt on top of his head. Ext0!lsive camouflage and well-dug entrench-: ! 

.ments l'Tere uS0d by the enemy. During the next two days, only sporadic . 
sniper fire wns received •. 

e.On Phase II (301030H-051700H) the battalion was lifted into the 
BT 1020 arca and proce'eded on the operation fcrthe next two days receiv­
ing only sporadic sniper fire. On 2 Juno' the 3rd Battalion, 5th Mv.rmes . 
encotmtered elements of the 2nd NVA Division. Heavy fir'e was received 
throughout the afternoon and mt.o tho early hours of the next morning. 
Agam, under th8 cover of c,arkness the enamy \vithdrew. On 3 June the 
Battalion moved in and o::cupied tho area from whi.ch the enemy had been 
dug-in the day before. A sweep of the area r;3vcaled the enemy's 75 re- '.' 
eolloss rifle position fran which they fired six rounds the previous 
day. This vTaS the i'irst tiJl10 this Battalion had encountered a 75mm re-. 
coiloss rifle. 4.so, indications of three 82mm. mortar positions were 
evideiit. £neqrie<?r that 1-laS recovered revealed that the enemy'prob­
ably had i".cesh troops that had been brought into the area rec~tly. 
Agam, indications pointeu toward the enemy's use of extensive camou- . 

. flage @cl. ,vell dug..,in emplacem;mts. Dt1I'ihg both:. phases of the operation 
the enemy was heard on :the Battalion tactical cdntro1 net. The enemy ,.I' 
was hoard using tho words "Dontt shoot, Hermes ll , when thG Marines were 
closing 'lrJith the enemy. Ntllilercius docuElcnts and·a crude map were cap-' 
tured. 'l'he mapshowod thedepl0.lTintnt of their troopsand.the possible 
avenues of approach •... Fifteen Viet Cong suspects w<;}re captured, among i 

them ''las ono NVA corpsman \vho staLed ho v-ras from the 10&'h NVA Battalion. ' 
The NVA units ivere armed '\d_th assorted Chicom small arms, m.a.cM.ne guns, 
automatic rifles, 60rrm mortars, and 82mr.l mort~~s, and a 75mm recolle~s 
rifle.' 

.. ~ d. The area' in which the Battalion operated in the first phase ;.,n 
thcwicinity of BT0729 and going .. .rest,; was mostly rice paddies, hedge­
rows ~d tree lines which concealed 0ntrenchm~nts that afford~d protect­
ion frhffi air strikes and artillery fire. Theseccnd phase started when 
the Battalion was hali-lifted into a valley at BT ll22 which Jas surrounded 
by mountainous terrain. The mountains were covered with either high, 
and thick elephant grass, or dense forests with thick undergrowth •. ,After 
passing over the mountains J the Battalion rr.pved again through ricGpaddy 
and hedgerow terra:in. 
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e. The reactions of the civilians to civic action and psychological 
warfare efforts were satisfactory. Civic action efforts varied fron 
individual corpsnen help:ing with r.lcdical aid to the handing out of soap, 
c11-lldy~ etc. to the villagers as the Marines passed through. Through 
those efforts th(;;)re were incidents of tho people volu.'1te·sring information 
of local. VC forces in tho area •. Psychological "Tarfare was effected by 
the evacuc.;l:,ion of!l~ civilians frob! VC areas. 

8. NJ.~ .. ~. During the conduct of Operation UNION II, the 3rd Battalicn, 
5th Harines was assigned. the raission of conducting coordinated search 
and destroy operdions within the assigned areas of operation to capture 
or destroy ener~ forces and supplies located therein. 

9. CO,ILcept of Oe.erat~. 

a. In conjtU1ction with N.l.VN Forces and the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, 
conducted search and destroy operations. Priority of fires were initially 
to 3rd Battcl.ion, 5th Harines. (See Operation Overlay, Part I). 

b. At L-hour (261000H), D-day (26May) la..'1d :in LZ Eagle (BT 073296) 
and SeC1JTe the LZ. On order, continue th;;; attack to secure Objective 
No 22 (ET 100310). 

c. At approximately 1+3 (30I030H), land in L2 Robin (BT 100210) in 
trace of 1st Battalion, 5th Marines. On order, be prepared to follow in 
trace of the 1st Battalion, 5th Mad.nes. Be prepa.red to continue the 
at-::.~ck to secure Objective B (BT 161248). Be prepared to revert to Reg­
imenta.I Reserve. 

d. As Regimental Reserve, on order land in L2 Cardinal (BT 129277) 
and secure the LZ. Continue the attack and establish blocking position 
vic~1ity Cbjecti~3 C (BT l3S275-BT l372SS). 

a. 24 May 1221 

(I) At 24l600H the Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion, 
5th Marines received the initial plans and operation overlay for Operatjon 
UNION ll. 

b • 1.2.J:iay 196Z 

(1) At 252000H the COl!ll1U1nd:ing Officer of the 3rd Battalion, 
5th Mar:ines received Frag Order 28-67, ener.JY situation overlay and opera­
tion overlay for Operation UNION IIa 
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1::. 26 MN 1961 
(1) At 260945H Company L was heli-lifted from the Ta.nl Ky 

LZ (BT 291233) to LZ Eagle (BT. 073296) _, Upon landing Company L· came 
under moderately heavy sniper fire from the north which i'Iounded one 
officer and five enlisted Marines. 

(2) At 261015H the Command Group left the Tam Kyo LZ for LZ 
Eagle. Heavy sniper fire was received when the Command Group landed. 
No friendly casualties were taken.' . 

(3) At 261100H Company M landed in LZ Eagle •. 

(4) At 26U30H Company L (13T 072300) assaulted a tree line 
to the north in an attempt to reach Objective No.2 (BT 083306). The 
entrenched enemy (BT 070304) countered with intense small arms fire l 

./ numerous riflu ~renades and mortars. Two nlr.un mortar missions l ,art . 
artillery rrli.ssion and two air strikes were called in with good coverage 
of tho target arc" •. Results were· 8 US11:C KIA, 13 USMC i-J"IA including 
tho COl11lTlOIlding Officer of Company L, 5 VC KIA (confirmed), 14 VC KIA 
(probable) and 2 VCS captured_ . 

, (5) At 2611.3 .w:..1l._CH~46 Sea.Knight helicopter 'Vra.s shot down 

1
/' in L~ Eagl~ (BT -073~6) • ... .. . . .' ... , . 

/ ( 6) At 261200H Coopany I landed in :t,Z Eagle, completing the 
heli-lift • 

(7) ·.>At.: 26]J30H it was learned through the int€'.rrogation of 
the local. populus that there is a reinforced company of approximately 

I 200 men in the vicinity· of BT080300. . " 
.' 

I ::, 

(8) At 261400H CompanyM (BT 073301) swept a village in 
support ofCor,1pany Lwhen they encountered the enemy (B'l: 078305) with 
automatic weapons, rifl0 grenades· and mortars. A plateon from Company 
I was sent to reinforce Company M. Two 8l.mril mortar missionsi·andc two 
vcr.y effective. air· strikes··,·were··ca.lled in." Results",ere~!L USMC ,KIA':, , 
QO/USMC.WIA,·:5··VC:KIA ,( confirmed) . and 12 VC KM{prbbable). 

~. 

(9) At· 261500H COnqlany t (BT·:072300Fspot.tecl an 'estimated . 
15 VC run :into a treeline where a heavy volume of fire had just been 
received. \~Fired ZJ :·r.d!siof, 81mn.m6rtars"-'/roacr'·'ca.lled:iri :oneait'tstr.:llw· 
'With~iexcetlent ·coverage·of torget~, Resultslwere 7: USMC tlli.~·an41,11~':'; 
VCi.KIA,.(probab]l;e) V·'· ."" >.'~i .... , .. ,' .. , ,:,>." I., i.""'· ' .... :.:;.:. ':'L'; . '" 

,/," } ':'~ <~' !,-"_:, .'1" ""(:: <~:'. :)'::.- :·,:;·<·;.; .. ·t·;~ .... ':-'\:. ',~ ,",~. '::"1.' .. ?' ~"~;~':-'i':" :,.;. ":';1 .. ;:'''r.. '~' 

::C .. : .' .. ; '. ·dlO) .. :.~t" 26160C)H Oortpany I·{BT07ElOOJ;:~.p1ator.nwhi'ch wa:s (',C,i::'''', 

sent·toremforce;'Gompiiny'·M'retilrnedanu C~mpany l;aitackeC1 south and 
east"to.corile;tip~ onLthe sQuthern:ftankofthe,enemy re..L~eving,the ;. : .. 
pressure. en CompariYL'. so' that. they could .retrieve their casuult ies 

.' !, .," .. '.'",:.-\ .'. -;. 
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frem the open rice paddies. Corrpl'lllY L encountered and euppreeeed 
the enell\Y at BT 082301. 

(ll) At 261700H Company L began pull:ing back to the Battalion 
Command Groupts position leavine one platoon to provide security for 
the casualties lUltil darkness .fell when the casualties could be 
brought back to tho LZ under cover of darkness. 

(12) At 261730H the Command Group (BT 071300) and the 
downed helicopter received 10 rds incoming 82rnm mortars from an 
tmknown enenw position. Results were 2 USMC ~,1IA including the Battali~ 
Operations Offi,cer .. 

(D) At 261000H the downed helicopter was repaired and 
flo'Wll 0 ut • 

(14) At 26l830H the Command Group again received approximately' 
10 ros incoming 82mm. mortars resulting in the death of the Battalion' 
Communications Officer and the woundmg of tho Battalion Corrnna>'ldmg 
Officer. 

(15 ) At 263lO.'iH L tCol D. E. ESSLINGER was med-evae I ed and 
Maj L. E. JOHNSON was flown in to assu!ne command. 

(16) 
, , 

At nightfall the lUlits were located as follows: 

(a) COll1IIldlld Group - BT 073298 
(b) Comapny I - BT 071298 
(c) C~pany L - BT 073298 
(d) COl~Any M - BT 070305 

(17) The following is a Narrative Summary of Combat Action 
for 26 May 1967. ' . ' 

(a) 0945 - Company L landed :in LZ Eaglo and received 
moderate sniper fire. 

(b) 1030 - Command Group lBnded in LZ Eagle and the sniper 
.fire increased. 

, ( c) 1115 - Company M landed in LZ Eaele. C0lI.lFany L 
left to attack end seize Objective NoyhCBT 083301) when they ran 
:into heavY enemy .fire from BT 07330). 

Cd) 1230 - Company M was sent to BT 070304 to reinforce 
Company L. 

(e) 1630 - Company I was sent south and east to come up 
on the southern flank'o.f the enemy when they 'encountered heavy enemy 
fire from BT 0$2301./ Company I overwhelmed the enemy and set up a 
night periI!leter. ' . . 

, ' (f) 1700- COlr.pn.ny M received inccminglJ1ortars, evacuated' 
their casualties and set up a night perimeter. 
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(s) 1700 - Company L pulled back to the Command Group's 
position leaving a platoon to provide security tor the rema.:ln.:lng 
casualties until they can be extracted after dark. 

(h) 1830 - Command Group received incoming mortars 
w01.lIlrling the Commanding Officer. 

.. . (i) The results for the day were ~~.~~_ ~~A~:;~'@~' USMC WIA~ 
i!J Us VC KIA (confirmed)" 153 va KIA (probable), 2 VCS captured, and 1 . 

ChiCOIll AK-47 rifle captured. 

(18) Between 262030H-262359H Colll>any H received Vietnamese 
transmissions ever their compDl'lY tactical net. The int;)rpretcr listen$d 
and recorded the following infcrmation: unit call signs were T-6, 

, T.-4;"Txai Nguyen 33, zo Ccng II, Nguyen Hai, Ming An, Tang An, Tang 
/': ~guyen, 113 and 12;, messages were: 

/,.". /r , (a)1l3 attack 5/3, 12 and over ')/3 • 
. / . (b) T-6 or T-4 over, one unit reported it didn't have 
'"." enough men to carry wounded. . 

. , (c) One officer was wounded. 
(d) Two platoons pull back to reorganize 

. ... (e) Nguyen Hai to T-6, too many dead boc:ies' in.the field. 
~ 'Not enough men to pick up bodies, over, (Return), must pick up bodies • 

. • ,,#- (f) Ming .An To Ng~n HaL M.1.kc sure yc u pick up 
bodies. . . 

(g) Tang An called Ming An and told him that if he 
didn It kill a' Commandlbrg Officer Ming An would be punished. 

(h) Someone told Ming An to go out and get wea.pons so 
they (the weapons) ma.y be used for an attack tonight.· 

(i) Note - all other call signs were used for radio 
Checks. Also" between the hours of 2030 and 2230 theY,made frequent 
radio checks,; that may have indicated unit movoment. 

d. 'Zl May 12§1. 

(1) At Zl0500H COmmc.llld Group moved the oa9ua.l.tie~ <.:.nd two 
platoons of CO~mly L from the CP Lt (BT 07329B) to a more' secure LZ 
at BT 075297. 

( 2) At 270700H Major B. R. CUMMINS arrived to assume command. 

. (3) At 270000H the ALO spotted VC at the base ot a hill at 
1/ ST 0652B3 and called in 2 air strikes resulting in 15 va KIA ( confirmed) 

/~. / and 25 VC KIA (probable). 
,,/- ,. 

/ 
,/ 

(4) At 2'70845H tll'l. OE'.Aircraft. in support of 3rd Battalion, 5th 
~ines spotted numercus VC in a treeline (BT 078310). 

9 -
DECLASSIFIED 



" 

DECLASSIFIED 

-3121 
~,~ June 1967 

Five air strikes were called in resuJ:t.:ing in 23 VC KIA (probable) .. 

. . (,5) At 271030H the Conmand Group moved from its present 
location (BT 073298) to join CompanY' L at BT 075297 atter all the 
excess and damaged equipment wa,s evac1ed. 

. (6) At 271040H COlll!IlB.pdGroup and COJr¥'MY.L (BT075297) moved : 
out to secure Objective Y (BT 075303). Company I (BT 071298) moved out . 
to secure Objective X (BT 083307). '. " 

(7) At 27l2OOH Company I (M 301099) swept v:Ulage from 'Which 
fire was received last night. Killed one VC male who ran when Marines 
approached. Local people stated that 40-50 va had . been in the vUlage 
yesterday and tha.t they had gone north last night. Results were 1 VO 
KIA (confirmed), 1 VC pack end 2 chicom grenades. 

, (8) At 271245H Company I and Company M reached Objectives X· 
(BT O~3307) and. Z (BT 069306) respectively and were searching and 
clearing them thoroughly. 

(9)' At 271445H Company L (BT 072308). captured a ves male and. 
sent him out on a med-evac helicopter. 

(10) At Zl15l5H Company M CBT 072306) swept through area of .. 
. / yesterday1s encounter finding four USMC bodies. Two had previou::sly 

been reported as KIAs and th~ other two had been reported as WIAs •. 
. Also I twelveM-16s "were foUnd. All bodies and gear we~e evac I ed~ 

/' , (11) At 271525H ~ompany M linked up ,'lith" Company L' and the 
" Command Group at BT 081J08. Company M ,,>-m,s moved .,hrough this posi-e . tion to secure the a.rea at BT 075315. . 

'(12) At 271.730H LtCol C. B. WEBSTER arrived an:d~S5umed conman<1. 

/ i (D) At 2?lOOOH COIIllany L (BT 073309) searched 'area and found 
. documents, canteen cover' and a U. S. Cal 45 pistol ser.ial No 13581. .' 
. 'Allwer e hali-lifted out. 

, .. . 

(14) At Z71830H Company-oct (BT 075301) found three bodies in 
shallow graves which appeared 'to be one or·i1Io days old. Results were 
3 VC KIA (confirmed). 

(15) .At 272055H all units moved into and set up for the 
. night in tha following positions. 

(a.) COlllmand Group and Company ~ - B~ 082325 
(b) Company I - BT. oaJJ21 to BT 083323 
(c) Corrq:>any L - BT 083323 to BT 086325 

\ 
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e. 28 Ma:y 1967 

(1) At 200600H all units attacked along axis of advance 
to seize Objective No. 44 (BT 102347) with Company L guiding on 
the river , COl1¥'any I guiding on the road and Company M in the rear 
as battalion reserve with cOl'llllWld group. . 

., (2) At 2812JOH all units had consolidated Objective No. 
44 in the following positions to set up blocking positions for 
1st Battalion, 5th Marines: 

(a) Command Group - BT 107347 
(b) Company I - BT 106346 
(c) Cc-mpany L - BT 103344 
(<1) Compnny M - BT 104346 

/ (3) At 281215H Company I (BT 102344) searched their por-
J tion of Objective No. 44 findi..'1g .one Chi-Com grenade c,nd an NVA I pack. Both items Were destroyed in place. 

(4) At 281700H a VN girl wm,s med-evac'ed with shrapnel 
wounds. 

(5) At nightfall all units are located as in (.2) above. 

f. ZJMa.v 1967 
.1 

(1) At 290600H all units moved out in the attack to 
conduct search and destroy operations toward Objective No. 55 
(BT 083355) and then on to Que Son. The units moved out in a 
battalion column with CompanyL leading followed by Company I, 
the Corrunand Group &'1d Ccmpany Iv1 protecting the B:a.ttalion rear. 
All units were using stron~ flankers. 

(2) At 290700H the first element of Company L crossed·· 
the river. 

(3) At 290f3:30I-f the last element of Company M crossed the 
river. 

(4) At .29ll00H the Battalion arrived at the 1st Battalion; 
5th Marines position near Que Son. . 

(5) At 29l200H all units were set in~heir night positions 
as follo ... ~s: 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
Cd) 

Command Group - BT 0.23346 . 
Cor,lpany I- BT 0223l~6 
Company L- BT 024348 
Company M - BT 025345 

II 
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g. lQ May 12i!7 
(1) At 300945H the first "ei~ent lifted oft from the 1st. 

Battalion, 5th Marines l LZ(Br"~34)to the alternate LA Bluejay (B! 113218) 
_ ,in trace of the 1st Battalion, "t.h Marines. . 

(2) At jOl1l5H the-last element landed in LZ Bluejay. ,No' 
enenwcontact • ' , 

. (3) At 30D:-25H Company L moved out to seize Objective No 3 ' 
(BT 118217). 

,(4) At 30ljOO all units moved out to seize the following 
Objectives: 

(a) Company L - Objective No 5 (BT 129226) 
(b) Company M - Objective No 6 (BT 129230) 
(c) Company I - Objective No 7 (BT l25230) 

Very light sniper fire was encountered enrouteto these Objectives. , 

, .. '\, 

(5) At 301400H Company L'8'5-2 scout learned from the local 
people that 30-50 VC carrying'small arms and one mortar tube lOO'Ved from 

. the area of LZ Bluejay to vic:inity BT 135289 on 29 May 1967. : " -

(6) At 30l530H Company M spotted ,15VC and called in 9 rds of 
artillery, on them.' The area \<Tas searched out with negative results • 

.(7) At ,301730H all units have reached thl?l.r assigned objectives 
and are again on the move to seize the following Objectives: 

(a) Conpany 11, - Objective No 8 (BT 1412.3$), '. 
(b) . Company L - Objective,No 9 (BT 138239) , 
(c) Company I - Objective No 10 (BT137237) 

(e) . ',At 301000HCompany L (BT 127230 to BT 132230) received 
150 rds of small arms fire from BT '128232 and BT' 131231. Company L 
returned a·heavy volUw~ of small arms fire and 5 rdsM-79 and continued 
to mO'VB. . ' 

.. // (9) At 301910H Company M (BT' 13723J) received 5 rds sniper 
f:ire as they moved up a narrow tl'ail. A heavj volume of small arms tire 
was returned which suppressed th-il enemy1s fire. Company M then startal 

! back up the trail ahd received 45 rds of 'a,utoli1atic fire. This wap also 
I suppressed bya heaVy volunie of smail arms fire in 'return. Company M 
I then returned to consolidate ,dth the rest of the Battalion for 'the 

. ..- .- ( night. 
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(10) At 301930H all units arrived at their night positions . 
as follows: 

. (a) Command Group and Company L - BT 135232 
(b) Company I - BT 135231 
( c) Conpany M - BT 134233 

h. 31 May 1961 

(1) At 310500H Company I moved out to seize Objective 
D (BT 140233). 

(2) At 310610H Company M moved out to join Company I 
on Objective D. 

(3) At 3l0745H Command Group and Company L moved out for 
Objective D in trace of Company M. 

(4) At 311100H Objective D was secured and all illlits 
moved out in colunm th.rough the thick vegatation for the resupply 
point (BT 153230). 

(5) At 311300H all units arrived at resupply position 
and.are.patrolling immedi~te area. 

(6) At 311400H the resupply helicopter received g sniper 
rds and Company I returned 50 rds small arms fire and called in Ao"',l 

8l111I11 mortilr mission and an artillery mission with good target cov­
erage. Results were ;undetarmined~ 

(7) At 311600H Colonel HOUGHTON made a short visit. Orders 
were to rer.1ain for the night. 

(8) At nightfall units were located as follows:' 

(a) Cormnand Group - BT 1522,30 
. (b)'· Company I - BT 155229 
(c) Ccmpany L- BT 153230 
(d) Company N - BT 148232 

All units \'rere employ:ing LPs ~d. ambushes in their respective areas. 

1. 1 J1.IDe 1962 

. (1) 010000H all units left last. nights position in a 
battalion column with flankers on either side to follow in trace 
of the 1st Battalion, 5th . Marines as the rtegimental Reserve to 
Objective E (BT 165290). 

.. 
\,. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

3121 
11 June 1967 

The order of maroh was Company I., ColIlll1.S.ru1 Group, Co~any L and Company M •. 

(2) AtOllOOH the 8lnm mortar platoon corpsman was wotmded by 
a sniper while crossing an open rice paddy at BT 162245. 

(J)At Oll245H Company M (BT 165242) received a rds sniper fire 
!'rom BT 162245 wounding 1 Marine. Returned 25 rds small arms- fire end 
continued to move. 

(4) At Oll700Wall units arrived at BT 168238 juSt south of 
Objective E (BT 165290) to await further orders. .. 

( 5) At Oll730H:;:the Command:itig· Officer received orders to attack 
.~ and seize Objective I (BT 1352$3). All units moved out in the attack. 

~ ( 6) At Oll90OH Company I received &:J-70 rds of automatic fire 
1'/ 

/ . ' ). 

/ 

·!rom 7 VC at £T 135284. 300 rds smnl1 arms fire were returned, two VC 
fell and were dragged off. An artillery mission was called in on the . 
enemy area '<lith excellent target coverage. Results were 5 VC KIA. (probable) • 

(7) . At Ol2100H· all units arrived at Objective I (BT 135283) 
and set in at the following locations: 

( a) Command Group - BT 136287 
(b) Company I - BT 136287 
(c) Company L - ET 137286 
(d) Company M - BT 137287 

. j. 2 June 1967 ' 

(1) At 020700H ~l:units moved~ out in the. attack to seize the 
southern portion of Objective F at BT 096304.$nroute to Objective F 
Company I ~~ seize Battalion Objective No 1 (BT 125298) and Objective· 
No 3 (BT ],22304) arid Company M "IIOuld seize Battalion Objective· No 2 ' 
(BT .:130300) and No b(BT 11230J}. The formation was two up and 'ono' 
back, with Company ·~on thG right, Company I on the left ana Company L 
in the rear. The CP group was in the middle • 

. (2) .. At 0208JOH: Company Msecured Ba·btaJ..ion Objective No 2 
·finding the village devastated by previous bombings. There ,"vas not a 
building standing.. . .. . 

" _:i., 

(3) At 02QS45H Company M (BT 130302)' flushed 3 va carrying 
,weapons •. One VC Was. wearing a khaki. tUl'ifo:rm~ . TheVC were taken mder··.· 
fire with small arms and M-79s. One·VC .fel1 anQ ~m.s .dragged into the 
bushes •. Results were 1 VC KIA (probable).' 
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.. (4) At02003<H: Company I (:aT 12J302) prepared the ene!l\Y 
positions (BT 12(304) with 20 ndnutes of artillery :md one air 
strllce. After the prep Corrpany I assaulted the enemy position. The 
enemy, estim..'~ted at 100 men" returned a heavy volume of small 
arms fire from the north and west holding up Company I Wlortof their 
objective. Company M then swept toward the enemy position from 
the east and. Compcny I moved up to join Company l1. Results were 
2 USHC KIA, 5 USMC WIA, :including the COIiuuanding Officer of Company 
I, 22 VC KIA (confirmed) and 45 KIA (probable). 

(5) At 021250H a med-evac helicopter landed to pick up 
Company liS casualties and received a direct. hit from a 75rmnRecoiless 
Rifle round resulting.in 1 USHC KIA and 1 USMC WIA. 

(6) At 021))OH the Chiou Hoi stated that the ene~ will 
draw back into the village conplex located in the vicinity of BT 
107317. 

(7) At 021700H Conpany I and Company M started toward. 
Objective F again but were stopped short by enemy mortars and heavy 
small arms fire. Called:in one air strike and, numerous artillery 
missions. Results were 2 U~MC KIA, S USMC Vall., .31 VC KIA ;( confirmed) 
and 41 va KIA (probable) • 

(8) At 02l730Hten refugees were he1i-lifted out. 

(9) l~t 02l900H Conpany M received .3 ros of incoming 
75mm recoiless rifle fire which inflicted no damage. An air strike 
was called in with excdlent target coverage. Pilot believes he 
scored a direct hit on the 75mm recoiless rifle. Results were 
5 VC!UA (probable) and 1 75mm rGcoiless rifle possibly destroyed. 

(10) At 021930H Company M started attacking toward Object­
.ive F when they encountered the enemy dug in alcng a 600 meter front 

.i running east and west from B'l' 11230) •. The enemy had at least six: 
automatic. weapons and 2:(, least one 82mm mortar. Called in 3 artillery 
missions but the artillery did not silence t he automatic weapons. 
Company M dreH back to allow more artillery to prep the enemy position. 
Results were 6 USMC KIA, $ USi>lC \:iIA, 22 VC KIA (confirmed) and 25 . 
VC KIA (probable), lost one M-60 MG and captured one chicom LMG. 

(11) At 022)00H the units ~re in the following locations: 

( a) Command Group and Company L - BT 120302 
(b) Company I end Company M - BT 114304 

. . 

(12) The following are total casualties for the day of 
2 June 1967. 
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(a) t5MCKIA - U . 
(b) USMC WTA .. 40 
(0) VC KIA (oonfirmedl·- 75 
(d) VC KIA (probable) ... ll7 

k. 3 Jme 1~7 

(1) At 030230H the Command Group and CompanyL received 20 rds 
of enemy 82mm mortals resulting in 1 USMC KIA and 2 USMC WIA.. . .. 

(2) At 030400H Company M and Company I moved out to atta.ck and 
seize Objective No 4 (BT 112303), the enemy position. 

(3) At 030530H the Command Group moved out to join CompanY'M. 
and Company I at ObjO)ctive No 4. 

(4) At 030730H all units had consolidated on Ob jective No 4. 
The area was then thoroughly searched out. 

(5) At 03l300H COl'1l>any L found two shallo\-l graves within their 
perimeter contain:ing the bodies of 2 NVA troops. Results were 2 VC KIA 
(confirmed) • 

. :',' (6) At 031305H Company K found one wounded NVA in a tunnel. " 
Every effort was made to extract him, but he was armed 'Vlith grenades and 
refused to come out. He was subsequently killed. Captured a cartridge 
belt(,.3 chicom grenades, and five AK-47 magazines. Results were 1 VC 
KIA confirmed). ' 

(7) At. 031720H CompanyM found freshly used battle dres5mg5, 
covered with blood at .BT ,09299. All hamlets within a. 500 m.eter radius 
of BT 105295 were deserted and .had been for some time. The hamlet , 
immediately south of BT 105295 has been coinpletely destroyed by air and 

I artillery.,: - :, .. 

j (8) At 031750H Company I (BT 114304 to BT 107304) ,found nia.ny'., 
t:" caves on and near the river bankS. All WGre checked 'out ,,<ith negative 
l / results. Also, llally heavy ,blood spots W'::lI'e found in the area where the 
),/ artillery;hit the heaviest yesterday (BT 1J,.1302). One 'NVA was spotted;; 
, wearing:a,helmet andoarry:ing ~w:eapon(BT-ll2305)'.He successfully . 

ran and hid before the Marines could take him under fire. 

(9)., At 0.32215H 'C~mpa.ny L ts LP attempted to ent~r the perimeter. 
(BT 111304) without u8mg the proper procedure and one Marine. was wounded 
by the perimeter Watch.: ':, .' . 

, • . J' ~.- -', ,'" *, .. 
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(10) At tigbtfall tbe units :>Jere located a(- tollows: 
(a) Coltllmnd Group - BT llJ304 
(b) Company I - BT 112302 
( c) Company L - BT 113303 
(d) Company M - BT 110303 

i. 4. June 1967 

3121 
llJune 1967 

(1) At 040700H all companies left:, with two platoons eacli'to 
conduct search and destroy operatio~ in the follot,:ing __ areas! 

(a) Company L - Area #1, vicinity of BT 102302 
(b) Company I - Area #2, vicinity of BT 096294 
(c) Company M - Mea #3; vicinity of BT 088294 

(2) At Oh0730H Company M (BT 110302) found a body buried wearing 
green utilities and NV A cartridge belt. Results were 1 VC KIA (confirmed). 

(3) At 0412300 Company K (BT 090293) caught two VC in a hole 
after they ran when t}-.~ Narines approached. Results were 2 VC captured. 

(4) At 041300H Company I (BT 112302) searched a villege complex 
near their -position and captured 10 ves. All were forwarded to ITT. 

(5) At041705H a Company }1 pi.~rol escorted a VO detaiTlWl l;ho had 
been sent out to the 3rd Battalion" 5th Haxines from the 5th Marines with 
the information that he knew where a VC leader lived and the _location of 
a VC hospital at BT 112310. _ The patrol _did not find tt.e VC leader ani tqe 
hospital turn~'Cl. aut to be a very small hut that was capable of housing : 
only a very few people. The only evidence of VC presence' wer.e several 
large blood spots just outside the hrunlet ,,{here the alleged hospital was. " 

(6) At 04l800H all units left for Objective J (BT (f'{6326) e (7) At 041930H ,all units arrived a.t Objective J. 

(8) At ,nightfall the units were located as f,?llows: 
(a) - Command Group and Company L - BT 074323 
(b) Company I - BT (J76324 
(0) Comptl.ny M- ,BT 074324 

// j. LJune 12QL 

(1) At 050600H all units left to attack and secure Objective 
G (BT 045345). 

(2) At O;1000H all units arrived at Objective G. 

(3) At 05130uH tbe first elements Here heli-lifted to the' ISA 
at Tam Ky. 

(4) At 05170<l! Operation UNION II was secured. 

17 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
3121. 
II June 1967 

11. Resc11tf! 

a.' Ene$! 

(1) The following is an assel'Jsment of va persomel ca~ua.ttie~ 
inflicted by the 3rd futtalion, 5th Marines: 

(a) VCKIA (confirmed) - 227 
(b) ve KIA (probable) - 379 
(c) vee 1 
(d) VCS - 14 
(e) Refugees taken out of VC controlled areas - 22. 

(2) 't&efoliowini,*iS,~;a q1~mpll~tiOn\~.Of i~nemy equipm:lnt and 
. "w:t.. -f'"'' <.I, -1'7 ",.~1 ,. 

naterial captured or destroYed by the 3rd Battalion, 5th }tl"arines: 

'\~.;:.'-,,.;» 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
Cd) 
(e) 
(f) 
(g) 

b. Friendq 

AK-47 rifles - 2 
Chicom J1.G - 1 
NVA packs with gear (destroyed and evac ted) 
Chicom grenades destroyed 
DoclUTlents (destroyed and evac Ted) 
Hedical Cupplies (destroyed and evac led) 
Rice destroyed 

- 12 
- 8 
- 25 Ibs 
-15' lbs 
-2700 Ibs 

L2. :"< ':.(;1)' Casualties 
as follows: 

sustained by the 3rd Battalionl 5th Marines 
were 

(a) Killed in Action - 50 

I; Gunshot - 3a 
'2 -, .... Shra·pn·el···· "II") •. : ........... , ".,' ".' ..•. ::;."; .. :- J;".,,~ :,;.;. '_e··~ . , ... ~..L.I':;. '" -",.,.' .' 

\1: .j,._"t~'"" _ :~'P ;. ":;0"/::: <--'" 'j , ..•• :" ':. 

(b) Died of wounds - ~ , 

, 
{ .. : 
\. :, 

1. ,.Gunshot. ..... ,I 

Wounded in Action -·130, 

1. Gunshot - 69 
,:.: -· .. ·~t:>;;···Ai.;).' 'f~·;b:'··:!' 

",g..ShrapneF76~ '~, 

, 
,r, {~·t: ·;n F., 

l' " ~ • • ~ 

.; _~L c. ....... ,i..-. 

: ~.: .. j.~: I :::;' ~\ (.( :::'f~";: 

',:, : ' ';~',: ". ;~ .. . ... ;:. 
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(2) 'The fol10W'ing is Ii list, 0:: weapons and equipment lost 
or destroyed by the jrd Battalion, 5th l<arines: 

(a) 1 M-6o UZ lost 
(b) 1 V~79 destroyed and ev'ac led 

12. Administration 

a. ResuPllJz 

(1) . Resupply was accomplished from the Logistical 
Sup~rt i\rea (!SA) at Truu Ky. 

(2) Normal'resuvply of all classes of supPl:y-was ___ " 
. accomplished every other day. Emergency resupply was accomplished 
when requested. 

(3) Availability of helicopters was a controlling 
factor but overall support was excellent •. 

(4) The HST net was used as a logistical, .administrative, 
and helicopter control net. The'tse of H3T has improved con-

. siderably over the last operation. BST controlled the support.:i.ng . 
helicO'pters very effectivel? and with a minuinum -of confusion 
with one exception. When·the h6licopters came into the zone 
a lapge group of people would rl.l.Sh out to help unload the supplies. 
This situation presents a lucrative target for the eneil;Y. 
Comhtaroers quickly corrected this when they 1-fere informed of 
the' situation. 

b~ Hainten?..nce 

(-I) .. Maintenance of equi1)ment wa:S accomplished through 
the !SA. Replacement of defective equiDment took place in the 
field. No problems were enc6unttnoo.\vith ll.\9.intenance. 

c. Treatment of casualties. evacuation and hos 1)italizat:t2n 

(1) Evacuation of pe1"sonnel was accomplished smoothly 
andus~a.lly in. a minimum of t :l.r.1e. Again, a.vailability ofheli-
captors was a big factor. . 

(2) Commanders mus'''; allow their trained corpsmen to 
ascertain the casualties I condition and deterrrl.ne what Jriority 
of med-evac they need. There were instances ;-There ·9.n emergency 
med-evac was called for cas'llalties that needed only a. priority 
mOO-eva.c. Also the location and nature of the wound mst be 
sent :tnto the HST when requesti.'1g a med-evac helicopter as this 
alec determines the priority of the Led-evac. This is espec­
ially iiilportant to emergency med-evac Is. 
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(3) ;;loundoo were reuoved ey,:;Jooitio\lSly .'.'rO!;l t:'e 'o:1ttle,field .:lnd 
excellent ee.re w~s received tLrougholXt the e'T'!..cuation eha-in. 

d. 

(l)itepbct:;Eents '~ll(: sp~cii:l ~upplies .. ere trms:')orted by truck 
to tr.e WA. illl:cesu ply m1ci rvplace::lunts 111(;1'0 d.eJ.iverc-d to the fit:ld 
by h~~licopter frOll t.he ~iA" 

(2) liST hmdled::.ll th(;>. trnnsoortD.tioIl iato aau, out 0:' the IZ in 
the field. NOrl(iillly, cvc:r-ything ''.iork~d Ycr;), sriloorJ~iy. Ch occasion 50.',.0 

people \'JOuld ll:,Jpo.'ll' in th0 IZ as a. hdico)tcl' 1,;1.:15 hndin!~ desiri!1~ tG be 
holi-·li.rted out. without. .ill.;·orr.D.ng tho 1ST prior to this ti.::';o. :it tir::cs 
these indiylduJ.ls ·.:ould nrt be holi-li£'too dL.te to p,"ev'iously pl,:u"ll1EX~ loadB. 
JU'Ger a 1'e. lncid·cmts this vf2.S corrected. 

e. 
.-.-

(1) The .',N/P::;C-25· ?l:I rn.dic provided tho :;rirr.sry re'l.n5 or' cor:'-r"L­
unications dttrjcg O:Clero.t:i.cn li!:';rCfJ II. ~jOJ:'.e difficulty ~'l'.'lS noted in 
cO;:!B'.Jr:::tc3.ting fran :'.:.l'e:lS Ll:lsked froi! the Rssb:ent:J.l Cf b;7 foothills, but 
the probl(;;,.l t-ns eenerall,y solved by erect:Ln~,'. hi&.~ li.C-292 ,<';.!')tennu. c,r 
eot::J:·l:i.sMng c~n airboxne rcl::>.y st~\tL:.n foX' shGrt peri. cds. 
~,~~lili;.i~tt 

(2) No inte!' terenco b(;ltween rreriuenc~;es "r,o noted, hO'lfever en 
s&\t$r.::..l Cccc.si.ons the one1::Y forces wereencou:1tert.'<.l on ou.r fre<;uc:lcies. 
1£ ~ho;fl.r}9b~ pointed out th~t the e:10, y :i~l cc~p:1ble ot Ltl.t.2tivo docu,Jtion 
:md genr1i~,!.l l~ar~;~s,s.JT:(J-?-~ , or!,o~r ,Sil'~l!i.~ s.' .' .' _',. 

\,»":~ .(Ahlu\.:~..!. !l.,r.:~J;.Tr.:.; :..1t,~;,,\.IV'(:!'v.. t..~ .. k~_I{.<;:\...1,~ t.'';'''.'!~)'''''._:"~.' ;"1;'; .• ; t:·~: i:\"·:.tt }/";t:~~~"c'I~l .:::,;:~ 

e:i':c(:.'~1\::{'3)c"·:rnG~''Bcit.-e§:'U~~fi~~6per~t·ed'·;f'rhJ·'~i:-' ·:ol:')ile~'cO!!'J:;:::n.(rf)l.~~:'. <lurinc: 
Ope"~":tl.· '-n ~!'\fTO\'l,T II '7\JO ·'C 2925 "ere c'lrr"iec' "n,l us-··l ·,r'll'~\- n"'ce<''''~'''''' .!.. t.. -• ./. \~.!.t-. ... '.. J.:,. \. .'.10 ........ .• J _. .. __ ~ , .• \.... ... t'!\.l '\.. ~.r.~ ... v ';">'-:"'-J.. II • 

The OJ? c:$.17~~tU:ii6'at.,i~U::;grou.p .,~G l::.r'ge in OroOl' to carry the CA.'"tra :~C-2?2s 
and rad~.os ~ Th1~; 'llso pl:'()vi~~d :;, r~~~dily '.:v::;.ibble poo]_ 0; repL~celunt.s 

~~etJ~ ~2~r~:·1;i~r.ta;,~~~!~~~U~~~t~~~i ~t~:; ~~~',~ih~~ ,~\ ';~~',~: ~ ~::~:~ ;~:" ~~i" IC~:~'i' !:::. ~':l~~;~~ L . 

by L'~i~4)::',:3ol:~:·:dirficlitt.r t,,:.tS ~l1countcl'e:J .... ith the ucc(.;ssories for t ("tt 

.4.N/F,~C-'?5.. The ~'lhip (mu ~~,'l~ antennas '1d thei:r h:l.ses ;'i,r!(~ iw.ndsut.s,,,,,re 
, .. , .. .,' --, ,"., /", '. <1-, • ... .' I ' .. . , , ,,'" in E,hort/su'O~lv.i; ·'E'le':·i,!';·1!ii~G ... l() a~lH~tls'r)I'~.e1!.}.~~w;>r·E:l'?"det.u;.\;.e;~ L':bstJ.tlUtesi.i:l1en 

bh'ed '·\hihl, tfl~~:~rbper~ ad;"~:[J--tgrs ·~;::ItJ:t~':;tiug~ested·,;;·t' h0:.~·:i>w)'.lie~\G,C;1.:l.f;-fte;"v iil 

adu~e:r;s~ ·heJ.6~d~c\u)) :t-I,nd'·; llnd;;'~ :.1Y,:).:ilablei.l3 O. ;thlit·;thcLGu'J,st:t"i:;'l:tbe;;·:e·~ldr.;ment{~ 

t~~; ~e~ ~~:~~; :.~,~\ l,~:; ":'!::,~; ~~;:; ;!,:.\: ~~;\ c: L~ ~:(~:L} t(' ,) ~,U ~) L' ,. (: ,.t t_:~::~,." l :', ~ 
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D1eCl of ~".,uni. 
Non-combatdeaths 
Combat injuries-non wu .. ~ 
Non-combat injuries (Total) 
(a) Heat exaustion 
(b) Possible Malaria 
(c) Battle shock 

13. Speeial EguiR,:!!ent. and Te.£.h~.9.~ 

None 

14. Q£..mmamer IS Anaylsis' 

.1 

...0 
-0. 
-11 
-9 
-1 
-1 

Operation Union II was designed to find, fix and destroy 
elements of the 2nd NV A Regiment located some"'1here west of Thang 
Binh close to grid squareBT 0930. This was a mission accomplished 
more quickly than anticipated. Contact with NV A units was made 
immediat8ly upon landing on D-day; heavy losses were inflicted upon 
the enerrw on D-day and subsequently on 2 June.fibe :manuever of Battalion 
elements was made smooti-il;}f!and supporting arms were normally quick . 
to assist when needed. Oil operations of this type where llsearch 
and destroyll takes on majOl:' importances it is often expedient to 
move very slowly; this gives small units the time recu:tred to thc::',oughly 
seek out the enemy in caves and tunnels. While slow movement is not .' 
~f~Tay's.' feasible in .<:. pursuit or emergency support movement there ar:e'::-~.~ 
many instances Where a more prolonged st.ay in certain hamlets could ";." 

r 
most certainly have uncovered more enemy prisoners as 1<fell as Heapons 
and equipment,~' . The NVkimits are well disciplined and equipped 
but morale<appears to'beat' n::'.:low level and tLeir' logistic support 
is very 1:iinited. "'Theiir'·greatest· c.ombat advantage is in their 
superbly prepared' fortified hamlet 'postVions fro11l.iwhich they fight 
tenaCiously but.rr:ust: break; 'coritact h fter4 or 5 ,·hours of sustained' 
combat becausedf tbcir.'limit.Eid,5upport. This advantage can be mt­
erially reduced .'by,judiicious·:use of preparatory' fires and/or reconnaissanee 
by f:J:t'8. A definite tadical pattern seems to be developing from' 
recer:it. 0p~!.~:t;;:i9D.:;?.':?:f',g:,:t:'l?~ .. t.h~4,<~~f~LqTIg;"J.n. l\W A units. 

:,' (1) ContQ.ct i!l gomrally initi'lted by the ene~ 'tvh'O 
is in a st.'ltionary concen.le1 position frOi.' uhich he can observe 
n p~;Q.1.,ch ih3,i'l:iend'l;r ; l!Pr~~s'., 

~ ,,»., ........ , , •. h· , •••• __ ••••• " ,~ .... _, •• _, .,,~,,'''. 

, .~ J: !','". ,.... • :'~. ;'; .' " '. ' .. ,.... I:. """~" ':, '::' , ' .', ",': ",l'l, '" ' 

~;'" ,.,' eH:', U.5.; !orc.es ;ho'ld positionS frou2C'O :to.5001:::cters' . 
fro:" onet:y:lirte!' "md.c.::l.ilin c,onc"entrated"air ',aOO art.illery ".u.ssions .. , 
while,:cont~rn.rl.ng Siml,Jlr.ES fire" ~ .,1;'" ,0 ,,' • 
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(4) u.s. forces uanuever to assault and. ~errun enetV 
positions and enemy ,lithdraW8 in an orderly Lan.Tler ,~heri possible 
delaYing U.S. for(;es '"it!, accurate sniper tearJ3 3.tld sou.:: rJ.ortar 
fire. 

(5) Battered enemy renll'l<lntseseape 'undQl:"cover ot 
darkriess unless large U.S. forC0t3 are preserrt to cut off escape 
routes. 

f'zener.J.l1y spea.king, the N\T A forcesf'ight very well but Cll'e tl:l.king 
very heav-J losses fro~ recent encou:;-).ters with lIarine units-spec­
.i.fically 3rd Battalion, 5tli lfarines. 

15. :tecommemat iona -- ..... - -=----~ 

.. (2) Th!lt coup.m.v corpsmen always be allOwed to take 
the rj~'1.al D.SSeI'lEt:crr~ as to t.hQ p:dorit.;,{ of a r:led-e'rac~ 

; (2) Due to the fact thil'C, the enel!;)7'ttf,:.c~ tbt: noise' 
of ;)1£" .:'l.rtillery to cover the sound of his mOr'tar firing it is reo­
cOnLwncied t!1at lb.rines stay t.Ji-...der co-ver as much as jY.)ssible during 
an artillery :r.lission and s..~ortJ.y t.he!'eafter nos a p:''3caut.ic>n. 

(3) Tha.t radio discipline over air control nets be 
:=/C'l~05S(d am reo-stressed to a.lleviate the volume of oorD.r.eous 

. ccmver:;o'.'.ticn,during critical combat periods. 

/7~: ~~ .. ) 1-!-t1 
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