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1. DESIGNATION 

",',., ....... 

5th Marine Regiment (-) (Rei!i) 

• 
CCW1AN.DER 

Colonel S. DAVIS 

§L~ORDINATE UNITS 

Headquarters Company, 5th Mar:ines 
1st Batta.lion,5tb. Marines 
2nd Battalion, 5th Marines 
}rd Battalion, 5th Marines 

2. LOCATI~I 

Capt R. J. SALVATI 
LtCol P. L. mQ.\RTNER 

. LtCol G. C. l\IcNAUGHTON 
tWol C. B. WEBSTER 

TIIli.NG BINJl District, QUANG TDf Province, RVN 1-15 July 1967 
QUE SON District, QU.lING N'ii.M PrOvince, RVN 15-31 July 1967 

;. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 
S-l 
S-2 
8-3 
5-4 

5-5 
Communications Officer 

. -
M:>.tor Transport Officer 

Supply Officer 
Reg:imen tal Chaplain 
Regimental Surgeon 

4. AVERA.GE NONTHLY STRENGTH 

.~ 

Ofr Enl; 
137 '3260 

. I. " 

( 
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L.tCol J. S. HECKER . 
2ndLt J. W. HORTmr 
WO J. W. i1ALSH 
i1ajor R. J. ALGER 
Major 1. E. JOmTSON 

(1-12 July 1967) 
Major C. E. CAUDILL 

(13-31 July 1967) 
Capt i·f. F. BELL 
Major R. E. WAIKER 

(1-9 July 1967) 
Capt R. W. SLQA,N 

(10-31 July 1967) 
None Assigned 

(1-16 July 1967) : 
lstLt R. E. BUCK' .: 

(17-}1 July 1967Y 
~rona Assigned 
LCdr W. D. BROOT3R CHC USN 
Lt 'X. E. BRUNNELL Me SUN 

USN -
orf Enl 
10 177 
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The month of July was devoted to displa.cing the Reg:imentel Command Fost 

from Hill 29 and the LogiF.tics Support .lI.rea. located a.t Tam Ky to the new 
Comba.t Base at Hill 63. A new area of operations was assigned necessitating 
detailed coord:ination with Province and District officials in both Quang 
Tin Frovince and Quang Nero Province. 

Opera.tion CALHOUN termina.ted on 1 July 1967. The displaoement of the 
Reg:iJnental Camma..'1.d Post, the Command Fost of the 2nd Battalion, 11th Marines, 
and the Logis tics Support J.\rea commenced on 15 July 1967 and was completed 
on 20 July 1967 •. Extensive Rough Rider Convoys were conducted in order to 
replenish the LSA and provide the fortification materials initially required. 

Company B, 1st Engineer Battalion commenced extensive construction of 
roads~ installation-of facilities, clearance of fields of fire and assistance 
in the construction of fortifications. Excellent progress was made in con­
struction of the Combat Base at Hill 63 as well as the Combat Base at QUE 
SON. 

Security continued to be provided to the 9th Engineer Ba.ttalion, tasked 
wi th opening National Route #1 from Tam Ky northward. 3rd Battalion conducted 
. wo unnamed opera.tions during the month, one between Hill 63 and QUE SON and 
one in the vicinity of the inland waterway. Tank-infantry patrols betHeen the 
Regimental Combat Base and QUE SON were frequently conducted, and aggressive 
patrolling in the vicinity of lIill 6; and QUE SON/NUl L.AC SON continued in 
cooperation and coordination with Regional and Popular Forces. 

PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFIC~iliT EVENTS 

1. Personnel and Administra.tion. The Regiment experienced a turnover of 
a.pproximately 378 personnel; 228 rotated to COlroB, with 150 being med-eva.ced 
out of country. Approximately 409 replacements were received during the 
month. The average chargeable strength was 40 Marine officers and 1008 
Marine enlisted. 

..,..- ... 
Shortuges of officers in the 0130, 0202, 0402 and 0430 MOSta oontinue to 

exist. These shortages, at though not critical, tended to :impair the opera­
tional capabilities of the Regiment. Expeoted personnel losses for the 
coming month are 163 perso!lllel due for rotation to CONUS. Expected losses 
in the next two months of SNCO ranks are conaidGred to be of utmost concan. 
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Ca.s~tie8 for the month of July were as follows: 

!Q! WIA.NE DOW WIAE NEC !!! TOTAL· 

~co 0 3 0 1 0 0 4 
1 5 9 34 2 16 32 0 93 
2/5 13 47 I 67 56 0 184 
3/5 .....L ..lL .JL ..li.. --L ..Q... ..-li.. 

28 101 ~ 98 90 0 320 

2. Intelligence. 

a~ Operation CALHOUN tem.inated on 1 July 1967. Cumula.tive enemy losses 
included: 

(1) 14 VC KIA. (Confirmed), 19 VC KIA (Proba.ble). 

(2) 24 Detainees, 1 PlY, 3 IWe and 0 cswc. 

b. Efforts continued. throughout the early part of the month for the move 
of the Regimental Command Post to a more permanent base camp vicinity Hill 6; 
(BT 136455), MOC BAI Strategic Zone, PHU RIEP (V), QUE SON (D), QUANG lliU1 (p). 
It was requested that the 1st Marine Division furnish a Counter-Intelligence 
Sub Team to supervise closing of 5th Marines OP at Hill 29 (BT 235~l5) and 
this subject t0am reported on 12 July. It furnished assistance during the 
period 12-16 July and was instrumental in recovering 2000 rounds of abandoned 
small arms ammunition and a quantit,y of 182 equipment. No securit,y violations 
were uncovered. 

c. .~rival at Rill 6; required expansion of Intelligence Liaison efforts. 
The Regimental area of operations now encompasses two districts in nolO pro­
vinces: QUE SON (D) in QUANG NAM (p) and TRAnG BOO CD) in QUANG TIN (p). 
Liaison was established with US Advisors an~ their ARVN counter-parts at all 
four locales. Of speoial interest wa.s Gunnery Sergeant BURTON, 1-10S 0211, 
7th OIT, reporting to the THANG BINH DIOCe for duty on 2~ July. Gunnery Ser­
geant BURTOn was the first member of the newly formed joint intelligence agenoy 
to arrive at the District Headquarters. 

d. Significant aspects of enemy, Weather, and terrain: 

(1) Enemy: Three lows were observed for SPAR's during July. Aver-
age reporting for the month was 16, yet on 19 July only 3 reports were recoived; 
27 J1UY only 6 reports were received; and on 30 July only 4 reports were re­
ceived. 

(2) Weather: Negative. 

(3) Terrains Negative. 
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:;. Tra.ining. The indoctrination training progrrun continued to be emphasized. 
Commander's emphasis for training during the month focused on: 

Ml.6A1· Rifle 

Night Discipline 

Ambush Techniques 

Fire Discipline 

Scouting and Patrolling 

&pl oymen t 0 f RCA 

. The following schools were utilized by the command during July: 

SCHOOL LOCATI Qif NUMBER ATTENDED 

NCO Leadership School Okinawa. 15' 

Vietnamese Language School Okinawa 10 

Vietnamese Language School Da llfang 2 

Easic Ammo Tech Co~se Okinawa 2 
, 

Infantry Weapons Repair Course Okinawa ~ 

Psychological Warfare Course D80 Nang 4 

4. Qperations. Operation CALHOUN terninated on 1 July. 3rd Eattalion 00nducted 
an unnamed oneration on 25 and 26 July targeted for a suspected VC market :place 
in PRUOe .:'U-~ t 2) (BT 214437). 'fuis operation, conducted in conjunction with 
Regional and POpular Forces, resulted in light contact with the enemy, but did 
recover an M-60 mach:inegun and Ml6Al rifle from the Viet Congo Another un-
named operation 1I1aB conducted by the 3rd. Battalion on 29 and 30 July to es-
cort two l55mm self-propelled guns to QUE SON. The mission was successfully 
accomplished and characterized by light contact. 

Severnl company-sized operations were conducted by both battalions with 
moderate to light contact. Excellent use was made of aerial observers in all 
of the aforanentioned operations. Tanks continued to be ~ployed on patrols, 
but arnphasis shifted to the retention of armor at the combat base for CDLll11itt­
mc.."1t if and when a solid contaot Wa$ developed. 
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5. Fire S!Y2Eort. The 2nd Battalion, 11th Marines continued as the artillery 
unit in direct support of the 5th If..arines. During the month of July, the fol. 
lowing missions Were fired in support of the Reg:iJnent: 

9M .~ H&I TCYrAL TYPE film NUMBER OF ROUNDS FIRED WEAPON 
320 230 1185 1735 HE 14535 105mm 

ILLUM 280 
WP 1068 
OTHER 1 
TO'rAL 15884 

94 115 465 674 BE 4650 155mm 
ILLUM 394 
WP 222 
TOTAL 5216 

155 45 363 563 HE 3206 4.2 Mtr 
ILLu}I 609 
WI' --422 iNro 4310 

The 2nd Ba. ttalion, 11th I1arines received credit for 77 VC K.I1\. (Confinned) 
and 220 VC KIll. (Probable). 

The following ITaval Gunfire missions were fired by the USS 1tlALK.;']R (DD 517) 
in support of 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines dur:ing the period 25-26 July: 

2 Observed Missions 30 rounds 

1 Uhobserved Mission 36 rounds 

8 H&I Miss ions 60 rounds 

The fires were delivered in a timely manner and excellent target coverage 
was noted. 

6. Air Support •. Air support for the nonth of July was as follows: 

a. Helicopter Supuort. 

(1) Number of total helicopter support requests 

(a) Number requests filled 

(b) Humber requests not filled 
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(2) Logistical Helicopter Support 

(a.) Total pounds of cargo 1,392,000 (Note 1) 

(b) Total number of troops lifted 2,057 

(3) MedGiTac 

(a) Number of medevac requested/filled 32 (Note 2) 

b. Fixed Wing Support. Fixed wing support was utilized. by batta.lion and 
company sized units only and will a.ccordingly be reported separately. 

Aerial observers utilized - 34 

Flareships requested/filled - 4 

Note 1 - This t0tal excludes all normal resupply carried by helicopters a9M 

signed to the EST. 

Note 2 - This excludes all ned:evnc handled by ~1EDE1.t"C helicopters assigned 
to the HST. 

7. Logistics. During the month of July all supply and service support for 
the regiment was provided by the Logistics Support liXea. The displacement of 
the regiment and its supporting units and the establishment of a Combat Base 
a.t Bill 63 commenced on 6 July. Company B, 1st Engineer Battalion with ele­
ments of the Third Battalion for security proceeded to Hill 63 from KlII 29 
and CHU h~l on 6 Ju~y. Construction commenced immediately on roads, pads for 
staff offices, billeting areas, and service installations; and revetllent of 
the Logistics dupport Area. The displacement of the Reginental Comnand Post, 
the 2nd Battnlion, 11th Marines Command Post, the remainder of the 3rd :Batta.­
lion, 5th' ~1arines, all supporting units and the LSA "'as completed on 20 July. 

During the month the move of the 5th l'Jarmes rear was completed from cnu 
LAl to DA NANG, and the su;pplies and equipLlent previously stored in the rear 
were moved to the Combat Bases. 

COl!I'gany 11, ,9 th Engineer Battalion establishedi tself at the 5th Narines 
Combat Base end assisted in engineering tasks at the LSA. 

Rough Rider convoys were received on a near daily basis during July. 

S. Civil Affairs(Civic Action. During the ID0nth of July the Llain efforts of' 
the 5th Marines Civil !l.ffairs Section "I ere directed towards the smooth reesta­
blishment of the civilian populaoe near the Hill 63 area, the new site of the 
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Regimental Combat Ease. The Regimental Civil. Affairs Officer relocated in 
advance of the movement of the command post in order to ma.ke liaison with lo­
cal military and civil offiCials and iron out such problems as land aquisi­
tion, transfer of grave sites, and where possible, conti~ued farming of the 
areas already under cultivation. 

The Regiment attempted to assist in civilian re-location efforts where­
ever possible and provided such materials as 500-l05mm gmmunition boxes to 
nearby PHU HIEP and PEU HONG for use B.S coffins and the delivery of rice and 
lumbar to several families forced to displa.ce ~~eir dwellings. 

On 8 July, wi thin hours after an airstrike in support of engaged Marines 
of Company K, causll1g 20 civilian casualties and extensive damage to TU ClU1 
(3) Hamlet, the 5th ¥arines Civil Affairs Officer accompanied by the Province 
Chief, ~t~Cv Sector Advisor and CORD personnel visited the area to ,express con­
dolences to the bereaved. and. exp irli te engineering assistanoe. Wi thin 9 days 
a total of 3 truckloads of lUlllber and 58,000 piasters was mad.e available to 
the affeoted sUb-hamlets. 

Close liaison was effected beuveen the Regimental Civil L£fairs Officer 
and the Papule+' Force Company Commander of the MOe BAI Special Sector in the 
Hill 63 area, and such offers of assistance fron the Regiment as the loan of 
tentage for a Revolutionexy Development training 'facility for the Popular 
Force Company were accepted. ' 

9. ?sychologiceJ. o.Ecrf\.tion1!,~ , A. total of four leaflet drops were coord-
inated in the Regmental ~i..rea of Operations during the month of July a.s well , 
as five radio broadcasts totaling 125 minutes. Dominant themes were the Chieu 
Hoi program, reconciliation with the government, and rewards to those o~fering 
information about nines and booby traps. 

10. Communications. The major portion of significant e:vents accomplished by 
the 5th Marines Ragmen tal Connunica tions concerned the mOVel!1en t of the Re­
gil!lental area of operations and displacemont of the Regiment9.J. CPo 

First, on 6 July, an AN!NRC-62 radio relay tea'lCl, provided by 7th Corr:muni .. 
cations Battalion, installed a radio relay link from 5th Marines at Hill 29 to 
1st Battalion at QUE SON. The ANj,MRC-62 replaced the existing AN/TRC-27 radio 
relay tc QUE SON and elimimted the need for the rday point at NUl L1:..0 SON. 

On 14 July communications elet1ents with the advance party moved to Rill 
63 with lill/TRC-97 and AU/MRC:..62 radio relays. The AN/MRC-62 was initially, 
installed to 1st Jl1arine Division to provide telephone service until the AN/TRC-
97 wa.s installed. The AN/IvlRC-62 was then placed in a back up status. Radio 
stati.ons were actiVated on the Reginental TAO #1 Net, the Division Tao Net 
(covered with KY-8), and. the Divison Special Purposes Net. 
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During the next 1;1.10 days communications e18J:lents wi th the Alpha Ccrnmand 
Group poved to Hill 6} with AN/lmC-62 radio relay. This relay was installed 
from Hill 63 to Qu"E SON to provide landline cOllltlunications to 1st Battalion. 
A switchboard was installed at Hill 63 connected to 1st Marine Divison, 1st 
Battalion, and 3rd Batta.lion~ .A full dvplex covered teletype cirouit was 
installed to 1st Marine Division. 

Additionally, the AN'/TRC-27 radio relay between lli11 29 and TAM KY was 
secured. The Select Rear switchboard at TAM KY was secured. All communica­
tion persormcl at T~U'I KY returned to Reedquarters, 5th Uarines. Communica­
tion guard was assumed by 5th ~arinesfor 3rd Battalion and 2nd Battalion, 
11 th Marines. 

By the third week in July, a half duplex covered teletype circuit WaS 

activated with the 1st Battalion and the 5th Marines 8,ssmed cOI!!l!1.1.n1ications 
guard for 1st Battalion. A 7t.":l CClIllmunications Battalion Cable Constructi~)n 
Detachment began installing a 50 pair polyethelene telephone ca.ble within 
the Rill 63 Conbat Base. This cable ",ill provide telephone service to all 
units at Hill 63. 

Finally, on 26 July, the 7th COCJ:lunications Battalion Deto.c,bmcntcor:t­
pleted constructien of tho 50 pair ca.ble within the Hill 63 Combat Ba.se. 

H. Medical. A total of 207 patients were treated during the nantili 38% 
were from Headquarters Company, 5th lik'U'ines, 24~~ were from other 5th Marine 
Units, and 3&~ were from units outside the regiment. Of this group, in add­
ition to military personnel, several were Vietnanese civilian indigent per­
sons, RVN military personnel and deta~ees treated for humanitarion reasons. 
There was no orgl'1..nized MEDCA? during this period. During the early m0r:'l:~:'1g 
mortor attack on 14 July at Hill 29 there were 21 casual ties, 5 of whiall 
were serious ruld required emergency MEDEVAC. On 15 July, the medical section 
tloved with the Br£wo Connand Group fron Hill 29 to Hill 63 and reestablished 
the Regmental l~id Sm tion. 

12. ~.l. In the month of July, patients from the following units in the 
given percentages were·treated: 

HqCo - 31%; 2/11 - 2~; 1st Jihgr :an - 8%; 1st Tank En - 5%; 1/5 - 3%; 
9th Engr Bn - 3%; LSA - 'Jfo and l.st SP Bn - 1%4 3/5 - 21%; 1s1i AT J3n - 1),'0 •• 

The patient loaa, fron 1/5 is sooeWhat restricted due to travel requirements. 

Tho Regimental Dental Section conpleted it move to Hill 63 and was oper­
ating in its neW location by the end of July. A total of twel va working days 
were lost in the move but inprovements in packa.g:ing and pallctizing have been 
instituted which will stre~line embarkation and d splacements in the future. 
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At present the dental clinic Wi~1 one de~tist and onG dental technician 
is supporting 3400 personnel. In the coming nonth, the dentalsuPl)Ort cover­
age will increasG to an estimated 4000 personnel. 

13. Chaplain. Five Ca.tholic services and five Protestant servioes were held 
in the Regimental Area during July. The Battalion Chaplain of 1st Battalion 
provided Catholic ~overage for the Regimental CPo The Regimental Chaplain 
provided Protestent coverage for 1st Battalion and 2nd Battalion, 11th Marines. 
A total of 12 services were held with an attGndance of 394. On 29 July a tem­
porary chapel tent w~s set up in the Regimental area with sea ';.Lng capacity of 
75. On Sunday, 30 July, the Regimental Chaplain ~articipated in the dedication 
service for the newly completed 1st Battalion chapel at ~UE SON. 

1.v!EiiCLOSURE(2) 

jElTCLOffiJRE (3) 

jElmLOS~ (4) 

j~WLOSUI1]£. (5) 
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gUT IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF StJ]30RDINATE CONHAlIDS 
Alm SUPPORTDW DOCm~'.rs 

HIi1:l.DQUl..RTERS Cffi.n?tillY, 5TH l·l:~lUnES cm·jt1A.N.O CHRONOLOGY 

1ST BATTALION, 5Td l'L:' .... -q,nms COMMtl.ND CHRONOLOGY 

,.2ND BATTALION f 5TH HllRINES CONMflND CHRONOLOGY 

;lt~ BATrlILIQ.~, 5TH HARms CG1HA.ND. CHRmmLOGY l t 
IT Y '~ft::11o' 5TH HARmES CClf\IBAT AFTER ACTION REPORT, Operation CALROUN~--
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Frcmlt Commanding Offioer 
To: Commanding General, First Marine DiTision 

Subjt Combat After Action Report 

Ret': (e.o) 

:Enol: .1{ 1 ) 
J2) 

Dirls1m Order '480.1 . . COpy NI}.I~ OF I" I 
1st Battalion, 5th Marines Combat After A.ction Jeport] pU ;.JJ 
,rd Battalion, 5th fthr::lnes Combat After Aotion Report ~ett&~ 

e Code Name: Oper&tian CALHOtlN' 

1. Opera.:t1on CALHOUN wae tile first major effort to eni2;r Ba.se Area ll6 in 
force and denY' "the enemy one of his haven areas wi thin str:ik:lng distanoe of' 
ARVN and USMC :fnstaJ.la.tians in the QUE SON-THANG 13mH Valley. AlthoUBh the 
numbers of caches/hospitals/staging alre8:S uncovered were not numerous, . 
their subsequent destruction was aignifioant1n tha.t they demonstrated to 
the enemy that he can no longer retrea.t :into this mountainous areal sa.fe in 
the knowledge that he will not be pursuea .• 

. 2~ A great deal was learned about coordinating tbemaneuver and fjxe 
support of adja.cent units operating :in a rugged, hea.vi1y-oanopied area. 
The decision to establish ilie ba.ttalion CCf.:lI'Ul.M "groupe in the mlloy' .f'loor 
whero lnay could l'ooitively oomunioate'with end. control their mibcrdinq.te 
units .Pt'0,ved. to be well fQunded. 

e ,. A.ssuming that enemy harbor sites would be loca.ted near water, the rifi() 
companieS' executed the:ir assigned missions by searching the draws of the 
mountainous area. Thistlethod proved quite effeotive a.s evidenced by the 
l1UDlbers of cachea/hoapitals/sta.ging andtra.ining area.s discovered: and des­
troyed. 

4. '!he recolllllenda tion nade by the ColllDanding Officer of the'lhird·.Ba tta.lion, 
5th M~rines is concurred. with. Pla.ns will continue to be oade to conduct 
reconnaissnnce~in-force into known or suspected base Bre&-type·conplexes. 
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HEADQUARTERS 

,SECRE'If 
1st Battalion, 5th Marines 

1st Marine Division (Rein) FHF 
FPO, San Francisco 96602 

3/01m/ dM 
3480 

" IT'Oinl 
TOl 

, Via: 

Subj: 

:U .July ,lg~7 

Oononandfng O.fficer 0 0 1 84 .... 6 7 ' 
Commanding General, 1st l-Iarine Division (Rein) FMF 
Commanding Officer, 5th r.Iarines .. Copj m.: of .. £'~: ' ; 
Combat Jl.fter Action Report; Operation uCALHOUN,1 

Ref: (a) DivO 3480.1 

Ericlt 
:!:l;,n;..,~~-L; , 

(b) 5th Norines Frag Order 45-67 
(c) 5th-Marines Frag Order 46-67 

(1) 1st Battalion, 5th :tJlarines Frag Order 75-61 
(2) Nov-ement and Night Dispo'sition Overlay D-Day 
(3) },Iod if ic at ion to 1st Battalion, 5th Narines Frag Order 75-67 

1
4j Novement and Night Disposit ion Overlay D+l 
51st Battalion, 5th l'Iarines Frag Order 75A-67 ' 
6 Nodification to 1st Battalion, 5th lVlarines Frag Order 15-61 

1
7) lvlovement and Night Disposition Overlay D+2" ' 
8) 1st Battalion, 5th Marinas Fra8 Order 76-61 

, 9) lvlovenient and IUght D iap osi t ion Over lay D+ 3 
'110j1st Battalion, ,5th lliarines FragOrder 17 ... 61 , 

11 lYlovement and night Disposition Overlay D+4 ' 
12 1st Battalion, 5th Mexines Frag Order 78-67 ' 
1,) l"lodification to 1st 13a.ttalion, 5th Narines l'rageotd~~ 117::;61',,:(,> 

\,.- J • . ', .•. " .'..~.:,7 ,-;, .l),_,,,,\d 

"I 
I 

OpElration "CiJ.,HOUNII (Search and Destroy), 

2. Datos .. 

From 250001H Juno 1967 to 011200H July 19670 

3. Location 0 1st Battalion, 5th Narines participated in Operation IICALHOUN" 
in the, central northwestern part of Q,UB SON District; Q,UANG N.AM Province, RVN, 
within an area blocked by coordinates (~ 960410), (~ 980340), (BT 020410), 
and (BT 020)40). 

4. Control or Commanli.±J!Q.@guexters. 

"~:, :i,;'lSt Battalion, 5th HcU'ines (-) (Rcin) 

i'at Battalion, 5~..h",Marinos (Rear) 

11&8 Company, Ist\"~~i1ru.ion, 5th Marines 
'f' • 

• \,',1 

LreOt ;p. L. HlLGARTN10R 

M.AJ J. P. W1Ul1E, 

OllPT G. L. MCI~Y (J~cting) 

,DOWW~AADEDAT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIF lED AfER 12 YEARS. 

, POD Dlll 5200~lg 
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Oompany A, 1st Battalion, 5t h N[U'iIlCs 

Company:S, 1st ilattalion, 5th Harines 

Company C, 1st Battalion, 5th Marinos 

Company D, 1st Ba.ttalion, 5th Marines 

Company 1'1, _;rd Battalion, 5th Marines 

5. Task Organizatiop 

1st Battalion, 5th K'U'inGs (-) tRoin) 

1st BattAlion, 5th Mnrinos (Rear) 
E&S 00, IstBn, 5thlvkr 
Co 1'1, )rdBn, 5thl'lar 
Co 0, lstEn, 5thl1pX 

Ci;PT 13. K. 13RUD IE 

CilP'r T. D. ~SJjj 

C.t~ M. C. JOHNSTON, JI , ' 

lSTLT D. L. NCll'l:rtmF.F 

urCOL P. L. l1ILG~Ji'.rif.8l{ 

1"LotJ J. P. Wli!T B. -
Co D (-), lstEn, 5thNar (Looated NUl L.~C SON) 

Det, H&S Oompany (-) (Rein) 
'Det, 61 Plat 
Det, l06RR Plat 
Det, Comm Plat 
Det, F~i.C Tm 
Det, Ned Plat 
Det, Co B, lstEngrBn 
-Dot, Co 13, lstSPBn 
Dot, Btry D, 2ndBn, llthl~ar 
.hlNN Ln Off 

_ Plat ,', 09 D 
t P:.-,,"", _ ~ . , .. '\. . 

Conpany A (- )(Rein) 
Company i~ (-) 
Det, Btry D, 2ndBn, IlthMar 
Dot, Co 13, lstlEngrBn 
Dot, Co B, lstSrDn 
-Det, HqOo, H&S lin, (lstMarDiv Photogr8.l>har) 
Det, HqCo, 5thl1ar (Scout Snipor Tm} - , 
Dot, H&S Co, lstrln, 5thlY1ar' 

D at, Slmm Mort ax Pl at 
Det, Corum Plat 
Det, l'Ied Plat 
Kit Carson Tm 
S-2 Scout 
F~~C 'I'm' " 

C~li'T G. L. HC~Y (~ctir: 

Company :d (-)(Rcin) c~lFr T. D. Rj]iJ5E 
Company .B (-) 
Det, Btry D, 2ndBn, llthlVLar 
Dot, Co B, lstEngrEn 
D0t, Co B, lstSPEn 
Det, HqCo, E&S ;Un, (lstMarDiv Photographer) 
Det, HqCo, 5thllar (Scout Sniper Tm) 
Det, E&S Co, lst~n, 5thMar __ 
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Dat, 81mm Mortar Plat 
Det ,Comm Plat 
Det, Iv.iod Plat 
Kit Carson Tm' 
6-2 Scout 
Fi~C Tm 

6_ Suppo~ting Forces. 

a.. ili 

• 
,-

(1) During Operation "C~HOU1f", air support Was provided by the 1st 
l'larine ,llr Wing. On D+3 a T~C/.iJ. directed two air strikes. Tho first strike 
wa.s conducted in vicinity (AT 985375) against a target cunsisting of 7 VO 
obsorred by Company 13. One flight of A4 a.ircraft WGrO directod on the target, 
1.n' support of CGmpany Jj. Subsequont to the striko, tho area was soarched 
with negative resul ta. ' The, second air strike was cunducted in vicinity 
coordina.tes (.ll.T 978361) as an pxea preparation controlled by thl:] .llr Liaison 
Officer. A T~ .. c/il. directed Gno flight of M t S on the target. 

(2) Ti.C/J.~ and AO wore utilized tbruughvut the' operation by all 
participating units. 

(3) F,AC teams were assigned with each participatiilg unit. Tho A1r 
Liaisc.n Officer ffiuVed with the Command Grcup. 

b. J..rt ille:q' 

(1) Battery D, 2nd Battalion, l1th Marines was in direct support of 
the 1st Battalion, 5th NarinoB dur ingOperat ion C.:..LHtJUl'i;_' -On call fires wero 
planned to secure tho left flanks cf the Battalion, to fire preparati0n fires 
on objectiv~ areas and on terrain aJ.;:,ng the Battalion~ s route of a,d.vance. 

(2) • Company i~ usod artillery on D-Day in vicinity (BT 001409) to 
recon by fire. The results of tho mission were two fold - it enabled the 
oompany to mark its route cf advance and disclosc-d some Vc activity in the 
area. 

(3) The Battalion Command Gr:)uJl was sup~(.:rtcd by l:latte-t-y:P on D+l 
when two rounds of illuminatbn were fued in vJ.cinity ~~;.T 004389) after two 
incumng grenados anel sume small arms fixe were taken by the cummand group. 
On D+2 faur (4) rounds of l05mm HlJ were fired in Vicinity (.i..T 013377) a 
rcutc of advance into the CP area. battery D supported Company D on D+3. by 
firing in Vicinity (~985374),when snipers wero observod in the aroa. 
Coverage of th~ target aroa was excellont and .further a.ctivity in the area. 

-', 
) was unobservecl. 

(4) H&I fires were fired nightly in the uperat~. area" -on hsr~CiJ!'r 
sites, avonues of infUtrativn, mvr:tar sitos and ether likely places 01' V~ 
activity. Jlrtillery fire prvvideo. during tho operation was quick, responsive 
and affeotive. 
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(5) .An J.rtillery FO team was assigned with each participating unit. 

Ina .iiZ'tillery Liais;:m Officer moved witn tho Command Grou.p. 

c. b'ngineers 

(1) Engineer support was provided by CCIllla.l1Y il, 1st Enginoer lia.ttalic 
with ongl.noor teams assl.gned with ~ach company and tho Comma.nii Group. During 
tho operation, enginIJers were effoct'ivoly employed to destroy numerous caves 
and tunnel s. 

7. . Int elligence • 

a. .i:;stimato of Enomy Strongth, Location, aJlli Disposition in tho Object­
ive ~ea. 

(1) Forces anticipated in thl;) immediato area. 

mm. 
3rCl NV.~ ltog!; 

K-50 CompAl1Y 
~l) Company 

~ :;: LOC .. trION 

LF 
LF 

TIT 0826 660 

iJas(;) i.IXoa 116 70 
HasG i>xea. 116 80 

Well tr ained and 
disciplined 

Unknown 
UnknC:lwn 

(2) Intolligonce wa.s initially provided to this unit by tho 5th 
Marine Regimont and 1st Marine DivisionPl:liUlffREP 12-67 (Ba.se -'or~e. 116) 
(Update). . 

b. Enemy Strength and Situa.tion .tLctually Determined During the OperatLn 

(1) Little opposition was encuuntored during the opere.tiun e.nd thoso 
met soemod to have boon taken by surpr!so indicating thoro wa.s an apparent 
communications d0ficiency among the enomy. ._ 

o. V C/NV' ":1. Unit srdent if'icm.. 

(1) Local Guerrillas 

d. Significant Intelligonce Gainod. 

(1) It was discoverod that the ViGtnamose populace were friendly ani 
of a oooperative nature when approachod fur informa.ti.on but at timos were 
hesitant to vo1unte-er informatiun in apparent fl:la.r of VC reprisal • 

. -.... ;;.-':.. -
(2) The susp(;:cts captured dl?splBJ'od obvious fear when approached by 

Ma.rineS$ 

(3) Interrogation of detainooa indioated ~ strong infrastruoturo, 
consisting of Youth, Farmers and. Viomen,ts .ii.ssociations. 
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(4) The eactive of this vpEU'&ti(Jn was t-.x and destroy forces 
and supplies in the objectiv~ area. 

o. Terrnin~ 

(1) Critical Terrain Features. 

(a) liON NUl T.t:.U (1& 970389) ,elevation '.12~ feet. 
(b) NUl N.i..T Rk;NG (i..T 983432), 6leTation' 2.,71tf£eet. 

,(2) Relief and DrainagE;. 

(a) The area is a mOuntainous promontory approximately nine miles 
long end four miles wide. It is orionted generally northeast and .southwest. 
The ax9.a is prominently cut northeast to S(Juthvrest, by tho liliB SUOI liOI 
Rivor. This river provides a corridor which is thu best avenue of approaoh 
into the center of the m0untains. ~xtcnding southwest of the base area is a 
fing~r of mountains which would provide the enemy an excellent route of 
wi thjr awal. 

(3) Vegetation. 

Predcminately evergreon forest and scrub. This placed &-r~­
striction on long and short observation and limi~ the availability of 
suitable heliteOpter landing zones. 

(4) Obstaclos. 

~ few rivers and streams traversed the objective arCEf but cUd not 
present any major problems to foot movement •. Tank. movement in this area is 
severely rostricted. 

(5) Avenues of Approach. 

(a) Trails in the operati~nal area were good to excellent for 
fout troops. 

f. Cross CountryIYlovoIDont. 
• '0: " r ... · 

(1) No unusual. problems wor(,;l cncvuntered for infantry.· 

g. W08.~. 

(1) ThrQughout th0 Qperativn, the weather was warm and humid with 
late afternoon sh(,wer~ and, . for thQ most part, unrestricted visioility. 

s. 111SSION. 

a. COlllIllOllcing on D-Day conduct S&D oporations into vicinity of Divisi0n 
Objective 2 to discover e..nd ca.pture or destrOy enemy. forces, supplies and 
equipment therein. 

SIiCREl' 
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9. OONOhlPT OF oPER.l.TION. 

a.. The ~st Battalion, 5th lVlariiles (-) commonCGS movemont to LOD .• a.t 
R-Hour, continues attack tu Objectives b. ariel 13 and conducts reconnaissance 

. in force along reutes of advance Spring and Summer and conducts c~mbat patrol, 
in tho lowlands contingent to.the hill mass' comprising hase Area 116. 

10.· EX1:CUTION. 
, . ' 

a. n':'l. 24 .June 1961 

(1) 24l530H Commanding Officor, 5th Marines and the rlegimental 5-2 
and 6-3 officers arrived at the ccmbat base to discuss Operation CiJ.hul.i'N. 

(2) 5th lVlarinos Frag UrUcr 45-67 lias rC9civud. Sec reference (b) •. 

(3) 241730H .~ warning ardor Was is sued by theComma.ncling Uf'ficor 
cuncerning participation in Operation CAL!:IOUN. 

(4) 241735H ~llO rcportors, !Vir. R. P.G1!.'lliSUN, IVfr. D. SILVA, l>'lr. Pltr T1!:L.i. 
and ~larinc escort froIl 3rd N.AF Oombat Infc,rmaticm :dureau arrivod at thQ Combat 
Ease t" provide news mGdia coverage of OperationOjILHOUN •. 

(5) 242400& 1st Battalion, 5th Narines l!'rag Order 75-67 wa.s 
promulgated to all subordinate units. See enclosure (1). 

b. D-Day. 25 June 1967 (See enclosure (2).) 

(i) 250200H Ccmpany j~ departed Combat Baso to parti.cipatc in Operatiul 
CALHOUN. 

(2) 250310H Company A arrived at ap lililf.riY. 

(3) 250330H Command Group and Company B. departed Combat liase to 
participate in.Operation CALH0U11. 

(4) 250440H Oommand Group anrlCompsny l:l arrived at CP RSNRY. 

(5) 250720H Company ~:. looatod in vicinity (liT 016381) received una 
rvund sniper firo fr,:m e.Pl,roximatoly 200 meters to th~ northeast. . Bnell\V was 
wG!E'xing black and khe.ki clothing. ·Company.rlo returned 3 rounds SLlc'l.ll arms fire. 
killing tho sniJ?GI'. The area was seaxcheci. and Ccmpany J~ f0und 1 Us oarbinG, 
s(;lrial number 5756143, 1 carbine magazine, 1 notebook, and 10 r· ... unds 30 
oaliber ammunition. Rosults. 1 va KL. ccnfirmecl. Oaptured equipment was 

. forwarded to 5th Marinos 5-2. . ) 

(6) 250aOOH Company .1 .. arrived a.t Objective 1!., established patrol 
base and ccnc1uctcd patrol activities. 
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(7) 2508_ Ccmpany J,. located in Vieinitye. 008397) recaived one 
round sniper fire -from an unobserved enomy in heavy undergrcwth a.pproxi-­
matoly 125 meters to tho north. Cumpany~" returned. 50-75 rounds small arms 
fire anet aearchod. area with negative results. VO br0ke contact ane. fled to 
the north. Rosul ts: I U:SlViC Wl.iili. 

, 
(8) 250835H Company 1:l o.rrived a.t Objective ]3, established pa.trol base 

and conductecL patrol activities. 

(9) 251030H 1st .Battalion, 5th Marinos (Rear). Squad patrul 5C4 
located in vicinity (liT 011335) sp.otted. uno Viotnl"...mose male wearing black 
olothing carrying a ban(~()lier in vicinity (liT 009334). Patrol went tu villagt 
to invost,igate. While searching area, patrc.:l received 40-50 rounclssmall ">I.-a! 

fire from cne aut lJmatlc arid 2 somi-automatic weapons. 200 round.s small arms 
fire was returned arid area sonrcbucl with nega.tive results. J.. plat DOn fr~m 
Company C. was dispatch~d to thu Br'oa and fQUnG. a tufulo,l at, vicinity (l.J~'p 012-
334) which was 100 moters iong, 3 tc 4 feet wide and 5 feet high. Tunnol· 
was destroyed. and platoon returnod' to combat base. 

(10) 251030H 1st Battalion, 5th ',lVlo.rines (Hear). .I~ local l?clpu1ar ForcG( 
momber camo to Company D's positiun located in vioinity (.i3T 023288) with 
information concerning 1 VO squad. that firo<1 upon them (4 :PF's) in Vicinity 
(.BT 998288). Number of r01mds fired and type clothing W0rn by VC unknown. 
lci.vilian was "founded. 811 s fired. 7 liB rounds and 3 WP rounds unobsorved . 
fire on the VO location. 

(11) 251300H Combat Outpost 5.JU.B located in vic inity (:t3I£ 008041) 
observed ono Vietnamese malo approaching fr0m the west in vicinity (nT 007-
402) wearing black clothing. lYIarines shoutecl in VietnalllDso and in Bng1ish 
for the ViGtnruJ.ose to halt. When Vietnamese started to run, outpost fired 
6 r:::,uuds small arms fire killing tho VO. V C was about 25 years old and 
a.ppeared to have pack strap marks o~ shoulders. Rosul ts: 1 VC ~ confirmed. 

(12) 251540H Comrany.a squacl patrol located in vicinity (m (06395) 
found building with unknown type buoby trap on UDQr. S~ad attached rope 
to door. Whon rope was pulled, booby tra,p ox?loded and building was d.es­
troyed. Results: 1 USNO WI./JfD. 

(13) 251600H 1st lJattalion, 5th lViarines (hear). Dotachinent Company J..., 

1st Tank .Jattalicn (4 tanks) and D3tachm(;n~ CvmpEi.ny 13; 1st J.t jja;ttalion 
~} ontos} arrivod· at. tho combat base, escorted by platoon' from I Company ~d 
~attalion, 5th Na;rinE!S... .,... ' 

(14) 251640H Company :J squad patr(l located in.:vicinity (:dT 987392) 
found what appeared to be a training center consist:i,.ng of 6 buildings, three 
were 40 feet by 20 fect. Une building had fir .. place which appeare& .to be 
eo c00king area. The other two buildings had black boards and appeared tobo 
classrooms or CP buildings. ThGr~ were bed facilities in the large buildings. 
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The area was neilr wa.ter and was clean a.l1tl well'kept. ':i.1'Oa. was thoroughly 
searched .with no additional significant results. Company.B destrvyed build­
ings. 

·(15) 252155H Modification to 1st .riattalion, 5th i'la,i.':ines Frog Order 
15-67 was promulgated. SeQ enolosure (3). 

(16) 2522l0H Listening Post 5021 located in vicinity (DT 001389) heard 
movement approximately 40 metors east of posit jon. One M-26 grenade was 
thrown in the· direction of suspected enemy movemont. Area was searchod at 
first light with negative rcsul tso . 

c. D+l. 26 June 1967 (S00 enclosure (4). ) 

(1) 26081411 OoIlllJallY jJ locatod in vicinity (llT 001394) .found 1 cave 
4 feot wida, 15 feet long and 15 fCQt high~ Cave was destroyed by engineers. 

(2) 261200HCornpany .J platoon located in vicinity (AT 988314) ObBerv~ 
2 VC male9 'With weapons ani one female without a woapon dressedin..black. 
clothing1llOVing wt.)st in heavy brush in vicinity (.il.T. 987374). Patrol' fir(.>d 
,0-50 rounds small arms firo and 2 l.vL-79 rounds at the V G. VO fled westwe:rd 
into tho brush. Tho patrol j}ursuod tho V C, but was not able to regain con­
tact. The area was searched with negative results. 

(3) 26l300H 1st Bettalion, 5th Marinos Frag Ord~ 75.A-67 was promul­
.gatod. See .enclosure (5). 

. (4) 261450H ·Company A squad patr~15A5 located iri vicinity (jjT 008-
397) fcund ,; NIl A packs with markings on one pack: "c, .B--2-A-4"; 1 .. transport 
pack, 7 khaki shirts, 4 khaki trousors, 5 mosquito nets for bunks, 1 pair 
leather gloves, 1 pair clcth glovos, 2 homemade gas masks, 2 springs Bfll·rc.xi­
matcly 7 inches long, 1 wrench, 1 dark, blue. shirt and 4 grey plastic -ponchos. 
Cbptured equipment was forwarded to 5th i'larines 5-2. 

(5) "26l603l:.! Company A conUlkmced mcvemcnt to new patrol base located e 
in vicinity (B'I' 002403). . 

(6) .261608H Company .l3 cJlllmonc0d movomont to now patrol baso located 
"in Vicinity (~ 989399). 

(7) 261655H Company Jj arrived in· v.icinity Qf .(Jd'. 989399), the pro­
posed new patr~l base and was dirGcted tv C0ntinue m~vement up the sida of 
mountain to find an area. tv establish an LZ. CQmpany Jj continued movement 
to vicinity (~l 985405) •.. 

(8) 261815h 1st Battaliqn, 5th Illarines IJhief S-2SC0ut conductw An 

. English class for 25 Vietnameso civilians being detained until tho command. 
. l' ost dep artod th0 area.. 
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(9) 26_H 1st BattAlion, 5th Marines '(An). Company D platoon 
patrol locatod "vicinity (,;;,'1' 9873(7) received rrouncls small arms fire from 
an unobserved sniper located in vicinity (~tr984304). Fire was reoeived 
from the south at a distance of 400 meters. Patrol returned approximately 
50 rounds small arms firo and movocl through the area. The area Was searched 
with negative rcsul tso ' 

(10) 262OOm' l¥lodification to 1st ...iattalion, 5th 1~!arine8Frag Grdd"· 
75-61 waS promlgated. See Enclusure (6). 

(11) 262245h 1st Battalion, 5th· ~krin0s Command GrouDI~night 
dofensiveposition located in vicinity(BT 002388) heard 4 rounds small arms 
fire a.t vicinity (I3'l' 000391). At 262250H, defensive position reoeived one 
incoming grene.do at vicinity (J'r 003387). Enemy 8i1parently tried to locate 
Oommand Gr our's po s~ t Lns. Two rCjund s 81mm illumination were fired and: a 
flare ship was requested. bnemy fire ccasod r no frionclly firo was returnod 
and no casualtius were sustained. 

d. D+2. 2.7 June 1967' (SOG oncl~sure (7).) 

(1) 270100H. 1st Battalion, 5th Ivl<l.'inos (Hear). Cllmr)any C (-) 
commoncoe:' search ani destre>y oporations in accordance with ls\i .i3at'taliun, 
5th},1a.rine,s Frag Order 75A-67. Sec enclosure (5). 

GP 1. 
(2) ,210745H Ist- Battalion, 5th I.vlarincs (Rear). Company C arrivad at 

(3) 270900H Squad IJatrbl 5A5,located in vicinity, (liT 001402) sightod 
4 VO with woapons, wearing black clothing in Vicinity (i:lT 002398).- Patr",l 
maneuvered to suppress the enemy, firing appr(;ximately 200 ruunc.s smal.l arms 
.fire and 8 M-79 rouncls. ~~ 60mm mortar fire missL;n was requested and 2 
rounds 60mm \AlP were firec~ on V G lecations. .area was thoroughly searched wit; 
negative resul tso 

(4) 270935H 1st Battalion, 5th ~kxines (Rein). LocalPF reported 
'to Com~any D located at (DT 023288) that a platoon of V c: located in vicinity 
(BT 006216) fired upon It' patrol in vicinity (BT 001282). ,PF pa.trol request" 
81mm fire support from CompanyD' s~ition. Company lJ fired 3 ruunds 8lmm 

"'" J 

WP and 2,ruunds 81mm HE unobserved fire on enemy position. 

(5) 21l045H 1st .battalion, 5th l"iP....rines (Ilein). Company o conducted 
6Garch cf Objective H with nogativo results. 

(6) 271145H 1st JJattalion, 5th IYIP..rines (1<ein) 0 Company C o0nductod 
a search Df Objeotive C with negative results. 

(7) 27l228li Company .ii. Was ,1irocted 'to c'.:;mmcncc, ,movement at 27160011 
to ostablish a l')atrcl baso in Vicinity 'Of vbjoctiveG. Oompany.J was 
directed to commence m0vement at 271600H tQ link up ,with tho Oommand Group, 
establish a patl."Ql base andc;.;n'~uct pa.trols a.s direoted. The linkuli 
between tho Command Group ani Company :J Was ci:mtro:ll .. >d by the CUll11lIF.JJld Group. 
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SECRET . 

(8) 211245li OOIll1lany 0, while on search and d:estr·,:,;y operation located 
in vicinity (IlT 015329) found cavo 5 feet high, by 5 feet wide by 7 feet 
long. Cave was searched with negative results nnd destroyed; by engineers. 

(9) 271.515l:I OomlJany .i~ commenced movement to establish patrol base in 
vicini ty of Objective G. 

(10) 271600H Company :i3 commenced mOvement to link up with Command 
Group located in vicinity (bT 013393). 

(11) 271705H Command Group commencod 'movement to ~icinity (bT 013393) 
to establish patrol base. . 

(12) 271800H 1st 3attalion, 5th Me.i'ines (Rear). Company C arrived 
at Objective B, searched. area an:i was directod to c;)mmence movement to 
combat base. 

(13) 27lB05H B&S Company squad patrul located a tunnel 150 ieet long, 
4 foot high ancl 3 feet wi::le in vicinity (.:JT Ol2~). Il\mnol was searched 

", with neg.g,ti-go rGsults. 
y 

(14) 271830h A member of Battalion 8-2 section aI)~lr0hende(hone·cc 
Vietnamese female with a baby in a. cave at Vicinity (ilT 013391). Woman Was 

. wo.aring black clothing. Intorrogati(.'n ruvealod that her huljib811d is a member 
of VO Mairu F0rces and belongs to ;the 2nc\ lJattalion, 4th GOn1l! any. Detaineo 
and child were f0rwarde~ to 5th Marines S-2. 

_ (15) 271920H ComI/any D located in vicinity (.BT 002381) observod 3 va 
ru!Uling fr(Jffi house, cne dressed in blRck and khaki clotting,' tho other 2 
dressed. in greon utilities. One V C ha:i a cartridge belt and grGnades. Point 
fired SX> rounds small arms fire hitting 2 V C. Uno va fell when hit, got up 
and fled with his OOmt'MCS into dense vcgGtatLn.' The area was scarchu(! and 
a blood trail was found anCl f;;llowod with negative results. :further soaroh- ... 
ing yiolded IV G -KId. c~,niirnicd~ Hesults: 1 va KI~1. c::mfirmed. .. 

(16) 271930H Gumi/any C arrive::l atc~)mbat basG 'terminating S&D uperat-
ions. 

(17) 271945R Company 13 looatodin vicinity (:aT 000399) fO.lllld a erNO 

5 feot wide i".nd 5 feet long., The cave was searohed with negative results and 
: dcstr(::yecl by engineers. 

(IS) 272000H Company j linkeu up with Command ·Group. , 

(+9) 272320H 1st .Jattalion, 5th Narines Fr~ Vrder 76-67 was pro·1lJ.11-
gated. See enclosure (8). 

" 

) e. -D+3.28 JUno 1967. (Seo enclosure (9). ) 
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SErntm . _ 

(1) 28b6!H Company 13 squad ambush 5112 located in vicinity CUT 0033-
89) observed one V iutnamese l1ale, dressed in black clothing mQving along a 
trail. Squad fired 10-15 rG~ds small arms fire at Viotnam~se malt), wvund­
ing him in tho leg. DctaincG was abc.ut 50 yu8XS of agt:3 and· possessed. t~o 
ID oards. Wounded detaineo was forwarded to 5th l:tlarinos S-2. 

(2) 280630H Compmy ;.., oommenced moVcmont to Objective K. 1st PlatolJl 
Company il cOmIIlOnced movement to Ubjective L. 

(3) 28080011 1st Jattalion, 5th Marines (i-toar). 23 Ret\\geos were 
eva.cuated by helicoliter from the opera.ting e.rea to the combat base. Refugees 
oonsisted of a children, 14 w.:.men and 1 male. Refugees were forwarded to 
tho Refugee Oamp oste.blished in thG QUi; SOli District area.. 

(4) 280950H Tunnel located in vicinity (DT 01234i) was destroyed 
with 30 cratering charges. Squad security patrol 5l'Ulocatod in vicmity 
(BT 002332) reccivecl 6 ruun::ls smqll ar~s fire frum an unobsGrvod sniper 
located in a hut at Vicinity (bT 003331).Firc was recoived from tho south­
east at a distance cf approximatoly 150 motol's. Patrol returnoc1 fira with 
50-75 rounds sm<J.ll arms fire and 5 l'l-19 rounds. Fatrol searched thQ hut 
anil. fl)und a bIDed trail which was followOcl with negaiive rosul tS4 ltosults: 
1 va KI.ci. prQbable. 

(5) 281015li Co~l Grvup comwcnced movement tw vicinity (DT 001373). 

(6) 28l035H Company :0. locatecL in vicinity (BT 000368) Obsorv8d 6 VO 
running frem a heuse dressed in black clothing and grey helmets. 3 VO were 
carrying. packs. No weal,ons wore obsorved. Tho point of Comllan,y .3, fired 40 
rounds small arms fire at fleGing va, killing 3 ancl 9apturing one. The area 

. was SG[iL'che:i fore-thor VC with negativQ rosul ts. 'l'ho following equipment 
wa.s car;.turod: 2 packs, 1 grey helIilGt·, and ~nu canteen. _ Oaptured·· equip­
ment was forwarded to 5th l'LiXines S-2. J::i.esUl ts: 3 V 0 lU~· .. conf.i.r:med and ' 
lVOO. . . 

t 7) 281125:ti Ccinpe.ny l3 bcatod in· vicinity (~~ 993369) observed 7 VO 
running up· the side of a mountain in vicinity (,U' 986375). VC wore' drossed 
in green and black clothing. 460mm li.cl r0unds and 4 60mm VIP rounds wore 
fircd with excellent target coverage. .:..rea was sGarchcc. with ncl'gative result~ 

(8) 261405H Company .... established :patr;)l base at Objeotivo l{~ 

(9) 281500H Company :u patrol 5J32 in vicinity (1~ 988367) observed 
1 VC drossc'.1 in black cl.othing and carrying a. wea.pon, running from a. house 
approximately 60 meters frum the patrol. Patrol fired 40 rounds. small arms 
fire anc~ 2 N-79 rounds at t.hc fleeingVC. V C fled into thick v~getation 
moving in a I':L:utherly rlirection. Patrol searched the area ~ th nege.tive 
resul tso 

(10) 281530H The Commanrling Officer, 1st .tlattalion,. 5th l"i.arines 
directed all unit commanders to instruct their personnel on rules of the 
Geneva Convention with special emphasis on treatment of prisoners. 
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, ' (11) 281530H Company 11 patrol roportod finding a. trenoblino approxi ... 
, , mately ;00 motors long; 3-4 .t:eet deop and 2 feet wida running from (...iT 005-

371) to (13T 002369). Tho area in vicinity of the tr~nchlino contained 
helicopter punji stakes 6 feet high, 3-4 feet,apart. 

(12) 28l610H Comrany lJ pe.trol in vicinity (bT 984368) received 5 
rounds smp~l arms fire from E'Jl unobs8rvocl sniper located in vicinity 
(ia' 985364). !<'iro was received from the south at a distanc0 of approximately 
400 moters. Company i:l returned fire with 20 rounds small arms fire at 
SUSI)ected VO location, and moved to search the area. iJ:'ea wa.s searched with 
negative results. 

(13) 281735li 00mpMY b. located in vicinity (.£~ 986380) observed 3 vo 
dressod in black clothing ete. range of epproxil'J.atoly 200 met~rs to the north· 
Company j~ fire:l 10 rounds small arms fire at the VC and 11hysically pursued. 
One VO Was w~uncled an1 ·captured. The other VO fled :in a westerly J.irection., e 
Th.e arOawas searched. ancl. tho following Hems were found; aSsorted medical 
supplies, 5 hjpoderr.ric nGudles, 6bottlos of pcncillin. VC.C \\:a~) and 
c~ptur8d CCluirJlnent wasf'-!rwarde'l to 5th IVlarmes S-2~ 

(14) 281845H Squ~t patrul 51~ lOQatdd in vicinity (~~ 987381)fvund 
4 huts' that appeared. to bi:)' a hosrital C...iLlplex. '" Patrol threw one grenado, 
firod aPIJrorlmately 30-40 rvunds small p.rms fire at tho huts and' SWElpt throug 
the area. Patrol f0unci,'2 V C KIil. confirmocl. and apprehended one V ietnarncse 
female with shrapnel' wound in tho leg l=>..nd ~e male, f.lBe 24 with a. w',;unded log 
Patrol al S:J f0und one Us carbine surial number 912624, mediccl. Supllb.es, 
assorted clothing and cooking supplies.' Hospital c;;mplex was dostr:..ycd. vee 
o.m oaptured cquirmontwll,s forwarded to ?th Marines S-2. ' 

, , (15) 281950lI, Squac1 patrol 5B41ocated in vicinity (~ 993364) ob.served 
:; VC walking up trail in vicinity (,,~ 987368). VC observed patrol and fled 
west along traU, then in hCB'TybrulJ12 tv tho cast. VGwerc wearing black' 'e 
clothing anQ carrying weapons. Patrol fired 15-20 rounds small P~QS fire 
and one M-79 r"und at fleeing ve. Patrol s0archocl the area ,and found one 
IN ~1. holmet. Oaptured equipmont we~s forwarded to 5th Marinos 6-2. 

( c). 
(16), '282050H 5th Maxines Fr~ Urder 46-61 was receiv~>d. See reference 

(17)' 282400H 1st ~attalion, 5th l~ines Frag Order 77-67 was promUl-
gated. 6e~enclcsure (10). ' 

f. 1>+4. 29 June 1967. (See enclosure (11).) 

(1) 290130H Company i1. COP 5.i>.1 -loC'lted in vicinity (Jl.T 986385) 
recoivocl one incoming fragmontatiun ha.nd gr8naile which wounded 2 J;larinos. 
Grenf'.J.le was thrown frJm a wosterly diructivn. 'i'hu patrvl h'MGI' threw one 
hand grenada in diroction of SuslJocted va location, waited ab~;ut ono hour 
and repositioned tho COP abuut 100 moters tv the southeast. .: .. t first light 

SECR:f..T 

12 

DECLASSIFIED 



) 

.J. 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRE1r 

on 30 June 1967,~e area was searchod with negat4ll results. 
USHC WlaB. 

Results: 2 

(2) 290630H Tanks ,and PlatQ0n frcm ComIlany C departed the cGobat base 
~aving along Phase Line Nancy ~p 1inkup with 1st ~attalion, 5th Marincs~ 

'--

(3) 290G.30li lVla:dnc at th(;) maingate of the Comba.t .ilasG ru cuivGd a. 
report frOID 2 Vietnameso boys, ages 10 anr:. 12 that there was a booby t:tap 
locate(l in vicinity (13T 024346). .i:klginoors we:to clispatchoc1 tu investigate 
the report and fUUllcl one 60mm IDclrtar round. buric.>(\ nose up with about ena inch 
c'f the mortar round above the surfacel The rGund was dostrvyed in place 
by enginoors'. 

(4) 290905H COffiI)any A located in vicinity (.£.11 998'378) aprrehended 
one Vietnamese male about 30. ye;rrs of e.ge, dressed. in black end. white clothin .. 
Detainee was SGaI:'chcd and f,;und. without ID card. Deta;inoe was forwarded to 
5th iVlarine s S-2. 

(5) 2909~OH The faint Gf C.)mpany ~~ located in vicinity (.i.T' 986382) 
. ObSdl.'V'ed one Vietnamese male moving to tho cast at a distance of ab~ut 50 

meters. Vietne..L1cSP male was orClered tv halt in Vietnamese an,l lliglish. The 
malo (~iCl not respond to the'challengo. The Vietnamese start'ed to :tun and 
the point firocl one r0und killing the V C. :J,.ity of the doaJi V C was seDXch~d 
with negativo results. Hesult: 1 V C KJ:.A ccnfirmod. 

(6) 29l115H 3quwi patrol 51.2 loci\ted in vicinity (~976)80) 
aprrchended one Vietnamese male ab::;ut 20 years of a.ge dressed in blue cloth­

. ing and withcut ID card, hicHng in dense vegetation. The dctain()o and 
iIllIllcdiate aroa was soarchocl, anel enG grey unif~)rm WaS found. Detainee and 
uniforo were forwarde'u to 5th Merinos 5-2. 

(7) 291130H OompFlllY II loc'atcd in vicinity CAT 981359) apprehended 
2 VictneJ;lose males, ages 13 and 32. 13 yeflX old detainee was dressod in bluG 
.and white clothing, tho 39 yea:r old detainee was dressed in. black and white 
ciothing ~1 possessed an 1D card. -During questioning, the 39 year old 
detainco admitted havin€( participated ·in VC aotivi ties in the area. Detainoe 
were forwardod to the 5th 1'1arinos 3-2. .. . , 

(8) 2912l5H Chatsworth units positioned to cover advance of 
1st battalion, 5th Marinos units t fired 40 rounds 90mm, ·100 1'~60 ruunels 
prODaration fires. Observc.>t1 3 enomy run frlm house vicinity (AT 985365) and 
two fell when takon under fire. Search of tho area revealod heavy bloed 
trails. liosults: 2 VC l~I.ii. probable, and 11 caves dostroyed. 

(9) 291235H ComDany ilo l~catod in vicinity (.t~ 976356) f0und a cave 
5 foot wido, 5 foet high and. 6 feot long. Cave was socil'chod ana: tho follow­
ing items were found: 1 gas mask, 20 rounds 1'!-16 a.IllllIUnition, 1 'pair tlue 
trvusors and one khe..ki shirt. v£l.J)turod oquillment was furwarctcd to 5th l~ine; 
5-2. Cava was destroyed by onginoers. 

SECRW 
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, (10) 291300H Patrol from H&S Company loo~teJ in vicinity (~ 996;66) 
located 9 60mm mortar'rounds end 1 H-16 anti-personnel mine buxiocl on a trail 
60mm mortar rounds were buried in the grJund nose up, with abuut 1 inch of til 
round above tho surface. Bngineers destrvyed GOrum mortar ruunds amd }YJ.-o16 
mine in place. 

(ll) 291300H 2nd Platoon, Company D arrived at tho combat base. 

(12) 291400H 5th 1'lerinGs directod 1st llattalion, 5th l-larinos to condul 
seorch ancL C'.estI;'uy opcratiGns to th..:l Combat .claso. 

(1,) 291340H Frag Ordor 78-67 w.as promulgatod. Soc onclosure (12). 

(14) 291500H Comj?any 13 le-caterl in vicinity (,(';.T 974345) received 6 
rounds STIl81l: arms firG fruJa an unobservod snipl:r locatod in vicinity (ia 978-
346). Fire was recoived fr.:.;m the n;..,rtheast at a distanoe of approximatoly 
200 meters., Company.J returned 35-40 rounds small arms fire and sdarchell thtA 
'area with negativeresulh. .. 

(15) 29l530H Tanks a.nrl Platoon CumpanyC ,reached Objective V. 

(16) 291559R Command Group arrived at the Combat Base. 

(17) 291636H Company l3 arrived at tho Combat .Jase. 

(18) 29l905H Company A linked up with tanks· end' P1a.toon from Company 

, ,,(19) 292400H Nodificatiun to Frag OrdGr 77-67 was promulgated, direct, 
ing Company A to C()ntinu0 search and dcstr;~y operations toward NUl k .. C SON 
and relieVo Company D at lWI LAC SON. ~ See enoloaure (13). 

g. D-t5. 30 June 1967 

(1) ,0 JUne 1967 Company .0:; 1st Platoolt, CompanY,1J anil Tank~ 'Wltro' . ' e 
Clirected to conduct search" and deetroy·'ope:rations in acoordanlta with Freg Or 
'17-67., See en61.0sw:e (13). 

(2) 300615H Com;jany .i~ c(.!1nDlenyed mc-vemcntto Ubjective 1. See eneles 

(:5) 30065511 Company .i.i. while in viciliity (AT 975335) received 75-80 
'ruunds small arms fire frJm 6-8 unobserved V iJ located in vicinity (.La 978336 
Fire was receive~l frum thG n::.rtheast <:l,t a distance of approxima.tely 200 met\;) 
.i~ squad. searched th0 area with negative results. 

;(4) 30095511 Com[Jany oil. arrived at Objective 4. See enclosure (1,). 

(5) 301030H 26 RGfugees consisting of 8 females, 12 chi1~ron anel 6 
mnles requested that C(lml1tmy J .. evacuate them fr::-m tho area, loci~tod in vich 
(lioT 970315). The Hefugoes woro forwlZ'ded to the (}.)mbat llase on 1 JUnl3 1967. 

(6) 301100H 1st Plato on, Cpmpany C and Tank were directed to mwe tc 
Objective 2 to support C-.>mJ;lany Ji.. 

SBCI-G;!.'T 
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. (7) 301._ Squad p-a.trvl 5ili3 loo~ted in .ity (AT 968,22) 
a.pprohended. 10 Vietnamese, 4 males ab,;ut 30 ... 50 years o.f age in black and 
white clothes; ene fomale ab~ut30 years of age dressed in black clothing 
aJld 5 children with ages ranging frem ;-16 years of age. The area. was 
searched and. patrol f0unU assGxtod modioal SUP1)1ies. l".locticai supplies and 
q.etainoos 'were forwRXdc(l to_ -Jattalion -8-2 on 1 June 1967. 

(8) 30l200H Squad patr~l 50llocated in vicinity (~ 987328) obSQrVed 
one VC moving southwest in vioinity (Jd' 989326). V 0 was wearing grey cloth­
ing and carrying a pQOk~ Patrol chcllengecl the VC anq. he started running in a 
southwest clixection. PatrCJl fired 70-75 r...,unds small arms fire f',t the floein 

V_C, seriously ~ounding him. - l", m0CLicnl evacuatLn was effected for the wounac, 
V C. Tho area Was senrched where V G was initially observed anC'. patrol found 
25 battle dressings, 2 bottles of penicillinahd hypodermic needles. ~fudioal 
supplies ware forwnrc1ed to 5th l'iarines 8-2. Results' 1, VO (WlA). 

(9) 30143011 Company;' lOcated in vicinity (ld' 970320) received 50-75 
rounds /?me.ll firms fire from 15-20 V C, wearing groen t.Yl'0 utilities, located 
in vicinity (M' 958321). Company.t. returned fire with 150-200 ruunds small 
s»os fire, 10 N-79 rounds an(l 20 60mm HB r()UIlds. .iJl air striko was requested 
and cOJIr)leted at 170511, Comjlany i .. sustained two casualties. ~ medioal 
evacuation was effectod to extract the USNC casualties {rem the o1Joratiana.l 
area. -Following the air strike, clements were dislJatchccl to search th~ area. 
':1100c1 trails WGro f,;unc1 inc..icating 6 VO KI~ probable. Rosults: 1 UtllYW laJ .. , 
1 USJ.I'lC WIA.b:, 6 va laA prObable. 

(10) ,01715H Company ..io. Was directed to cvntinus attack to Objectiv0 5. 

(11) 30l845H Company ~. located in vicinity (~ir 982314) recoivoG. 20 
r:Junds small arms fire fr:~'m pJl une'bserved. sniper located in Vicinity (.loT 987-
316)~ - Fire was recQivcd frem thQ northeast at a distance of al)llroxima.tely 
300 meters. Company J .. roturned fire with 40-50 rounds smoll arms fire, 10 
M-79 r~unds and. 3 60min-hJ.,., rounds. 'l'hc aroa was searcnc':l with. n.Jgativo rosult 
ito suI t s : 1 USlYlC \a:~JiE. - . -

,(12) 3aJ1942ii 19 rof12(;oos lOcHlted .in- Vicinity (..:4T 905'325) r~questad 
that COtll!aflY I&. evacuate them £rOTil the area. 

(1,) 301942il G~ml'any.1 established l'l~t dofendve'p'l'iineter in vicini: 

(La 9GG356). 

h. D+6. 1 July 1967 

(1) 010600H 1st Platoon Company C, and tanks departed- for the 
Combat JJas<J with 19 refug0os. See 30l900B. 

(2) 010700H Company ~ located in vicinity (~~98;322) roc0ived 10-15 
rounds small arms fire from an unobserved sniper located in vicinity (AT 978-
313). Firo was reoeived from th~ southeast at a distanc~ of 500 meters. 
Company 1.. rE:turnod firo with 30-40 -rounds Slllall arms fire and 8 l'J.-79 rounds. 
Tho aroa was soarch.;:ct with negative resul ta. _ 

SEc.R.E'1' 
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(3).010810h Company A'arrivod at Objootive 5. 

(4)·010630HComp~ ~ locatod in vicinity (~ 992309) received 25-30 
rounds small arms fire from an unobserved sniper loeatect in vicinity (AT 995-
313). Fire was recei..-ed fr;;m the northoast at a. distance of 400-500 meters. 
Comp;my ~ roturned fire with approximately 325 rounds small Qrms firo and 10 
M-79 rounds. ~l. squa1 searched tho area ",ith negative results. .i..fter' the 
squad passed through the area, the sniper rcsumccl firing, wounding 2 M.arines. 
The area was takon undor fire with 60mm anCt 4.2 inch mortar fire. Oompany J .. 

sccurod an LZ end requested an dmcrgcncy mooic[·ll e'Vi:1.cuFi.tion. The metticp~ 
~acuatiGn helicopter roceived 5-10 rounds small armsfiro whilo attempting 
to land. ~'..ftQr tho mCI'ticFil eva.cuation Was coml1leted, the "area was searched 
with negative results. 2 USHC "II~~. ' , 

(5) 0109I5H 1st Platoon, Company 0 and tanks returnGcl to tho Combat 
lJaso with 45 refugees., Hei'ugees were questioned aneL turned over to the QUB 
SOlf District Refugee Genter. 

(6) 01l045H During tho questioning qf tho refugees, onl;:) Vietnamose ' 
e 

male we.s pointed out as being a ve. During tho interrogation, the VC readily 
admitted to being an economist of the VU oadre' anri stated he no longer ' 
wanted to wvrk for tho VO. He admitted this was the first 9'pportl,lnity he hoc 
to get away frGm tho ve. In his possession, he had. a small box conte.wing 
papers with Chine so writing, assorted medicines, 2 changes of clothing, and 
3300 piasters. IvIedicines, 'papers and piasters were forward0d to 5th 1-'Iarincs 
5-2. 

(.7) O1l200H Company i.~ cGntinued to conduct 'search and destroy 
, operations in accordance with enclosure (13). 

• I' 
(8) 01l200H Op,oJ:;ation c..J.,Hl.iUN terrainated. ' 

11. Hosults 
:: ,:' 

. a. Friondly 

KIll. 
DOW .. .t 

WI ... 'I.E 
Wl~llW,; 

b. EneII!.Y 

V C KI"1. confirmed 
VC KIi .. probaule 
V C captured " . 
Detaineos Approhended" 

c. Refugeos 

1 
0 
4 
4 

11 
If 

6 (4 Wlii) 
12 

42 Hefugecs relocate'J to ,~U.c.;, 301'( District Refugoe Center 
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2 US }O calib~r ~n carbines serial numbers 912624, 5156143 
1 15 r,und 30 calibor' carninG maga.zine 

e.. -Nunitions' CapturGd/Destrc.:yod 

10 I(ounds ,0 caliber carlJine ammunition (US) 
20 'Rounds M-16 aJIU!lU11ition (US) 
1 1"1-16 Jillti-pers;,:nne1 mine (booby trapped) 

-10 60mm }ill mttnis (buried in ground as a. bo·.;by trap) 
1 unknown typu booby trap -
'3 ChiC;:,.m fragmentatiun grenades 

f. :i:;guijJmcnt Captured 

5 packs 
8 Khaki shirts 
4 Khaki trousers 
5HGsquito nots for bunk~ 
1 Pair cloth gloves 
1 Pair leather glovos 
'3 gas me.ska 
1 Wronch, 
I' Dark blue swoat shirt 
il Grey poncho s 
1 Grey helmet, l~V L. 
1 Canteen 

3300-P±astors 
1 Gery unii'vrm 

... : 

1 iJluG trOUser 
~ssortcd IIlGdical SUPlllios (c:.msisting of hyj;lodormc D.OElulus, 8 

bottles poncillin, 25 b.~.ttlu dressings, 
ruil assorted medicines};-

g. Cave/Tunnels and BuiHings Dostrwyod: 

2 tunnels 1-100 feet long X 5 feet high and. 4 feet wid.e 
1-150 feet Lng 4 feot high X 3 fect wide 

4 Caves 1-5 feet long X 4 feet high X 4 foot wide 
1-7 foot long X.4 feet high X 5 fect wide 
1-5 feet long X 5 feet high X 5 fe0t wide 
1-6 foet long X 51ieet high X 5 feet wide 

4 huts :(used a.s medical COI'J.l)lcx) 
6 buildings 40 feet X 20 feet (VO training site) 

17 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 



DECLASSIFIED 

• . , • 12. ;Q4ministrative'Matters ", 
.. Supply 

(1) Resupply was effected by helic0pters oontrollea by Helicopter 
Support Teams provided by the 1st Pla.toon, COIllPany 3, lets:? :Llattalion. EST's 
weru attached to each participating c~mpa.ny and the Oe;llUllan(l Group. 

" (2) Initially 6 NCI's wore c~ried by each indiviuual. This proved. 
adequate for a throe clay period •. ~L basic allowanca of ammunition and 3 ' 
canteens were carried by each individual. ~ition rosuJrfl1y r(;lquests wara 
processed through routine missions. T,~ator lJr()ScntccL no problGIn duo to the 
numerous stroms lOcated in the opor3;ting area. In aJiditicn t() individual 
WGapons, machine guns and b~th 60mm and 81mm mortars wore ce.rriod 'on tho 
operation. 

b. l~intcnanco 

(1) Cleaning oquipment for orow served and individual woapons was 
carried by all units. Woal)ons wore cloarlod and inspocted on a daily basis. 
No oaintonanco probloms wera oncounterod during tho op~ration with woapons 
or equipment utilized by the battalion. 

•• Treatmont of Casualties and l!.vacuaticn an(~Hospitalizaticn 

(1) Casualties were initially treate~ by 3 corpsmen attached tv each 
letter CCllli::a.ny end 2 cOI'l?~en and .tia.ttalion SUrgoonmw;ing with th9 CULllllla1ld 
Grcup. 

(2) Ca.sualties were evacua.ted by helicopter. arid were transpvrted 
to a Collecting and Cloexing Company located at thc LS~:" at T.lJll KY, iNN" At 
the 6~llocting and CIG1?.ring Comr,any, casualties woro processed. and further 
transferrGd to fi~lcl hospitals located in th~ Ch'U 1.I..l end D~ .. l~G area. 

~. Transp·orta.tion 

. (1) Tho only treXlsb1ortation utilizOd dur"i.lig the o.pcr?ti~">n was heli­
COllt ox a. Holioopters WGre utilized to dfuot routino rosupply missions and 
medical avaouations. On D+4, 23 rofugeus W(jJ:u transported by helicopter 
to the battalion combat base. Ono minox prublem was oxporionood with the 
helicopters. The IDountainious terrain of the op~rating area offerod few 
landing zones for tho helicopters. 

e. Oommunications 

(l) Operating units wore in close proximity to each other. .l~S a. 
result, no signifioant IJrobloms wore encountered with comn:unications. 
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(1) Each corpsman oarried sufficient mcc1ic~~ supplies to provide 
arlcquatQ treatment of thb wuundod, until a modicol evacuation could bo 
affeoted. 

(2) Casualties were evacuated. by holicoI,t'ors •. Tho arrival of.. 
holicorters was timely on all evacuntions. 

(3) Tho batte.1icn hc.1.ii no hoat ce.sualties, a.lthough thG tOIll'~~E.ture 
reached highs of a;r,.und 100 degrees. Ommission ::,f uPlier torso boc;y armor 
and command attention to the consumption of. salt tablets were factors in 
preventing hoat casualties. 

13. Special. Bguipmcnt and Techniques 

lio s'pecie~ equipment and techniques wer\) utilized by this Jja.ttalion 
during V'j)eration G~.LhOUIf. 

14. Commanders J..nalysis 

a •. Operations in mountainious terrain with junglo oanopy require 
. ronowod attention to tho' l)rincipals of land navigat ion ami compass reciting. 
The l)roblems wer", further comDlicatod by thu varat'ions in terrain height and 
the corrC:JsIlonding effeot on verti'cnl dis.tance tray,elod. ' 

B ... This operati<.Jn prosent,eel no serious problulli.s of resupply or 
availability of water be,c~se doploYLlonts an<i resuf'i11y were planned to take 
ac.1.v?.ntage of available lancling zones and. water DointS. 

15. Rcc()mm.en.c1ati~ns. None. 
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hag Order 75-67 

Reft Ma,p, RVN; 1150,000; Series L 7014; Sheet 6640 I-IV 

Task Orgcl.niBation 

1st Fattalion, 5th Ms.rines (-)(Rein) 

Det I If&S Company 
Det, 81 Plt 
Det; 106 RR Plt 

meOL P.L. RILGARTI'lER 

C-.P1' 110KA Y (Acting) 

Det, Comln Plt 
Det, FAG Tm 
Det, Med PIt 
~l.RVN Ln Orf 
Det, Co B, 1stEngrBn 
Det, Btl'Y'D, 2ndBn, 11tbM,:r 
Det; Co TI, 1stSPBn 
Plt, 00 D 

Com:..:any J;. CAP!' B:tODlE 
Det; B'bryD, 211dBn~ 11thMD,r 
Det, Co 13; 1stEng.cBn 
Det ,Co B, 1stSPBn' 
Det, Hq Co, :m:s Bn, 1sti,IarDiv (Photogl"apher) 
Det; Hq Co, 5tl'lvIar (Scout Sniper) 
Det, 'IJ&S Co. ' 

De t; 81nDll Morea):' PIt 
Det; Comm Pl t 
Det, }iled PIt '" 
Ki t G-3.rson Tm 
S-2 Scout 
F.t\.C 'I'm 

Com:pan~r B 
C01GPany 13 (.) 
Det, Btry D ,2ndBn, 11thMa:r; 
D&t, Co B, 1stEngrBn 
~et, Co B, 1stSPBn 
Det; llg Co, 5thMar(Scout Sl1il)er TIn) 
Det, B&S Co, 

Det, 81rJr:! l.:ort:u- Pl t 
Det; CO;111i1 PIt 
Det, Med PIt 
Kit Co.rson TID 
S-2 Scout 
FAG Tm 

DECLASSIFIED 

CAPI' B.E3lSE 

Enclosure (1) 



DECLASSIFIED 

1st ltalion, 5th ~~rines 
QUE , RVN 
242400R June 1967 

Battalion FragOrder 75-67 

Refl Map, RVN; 1150,000; Series L 7014; Sheet 6640 r";rv 

f. SITmTIOlT. 

a, Enem;y forces I no' change '. 
b. Friendly Forces 

(1) 1st Recon En ( .. ), direct support 5th Harines. 
,~ • .' ... '.} .,,}, . .'~-, .. ! .;- ,~."':. '::: l' 

2. liISS IOIi' • 

a. CQmnencing on D-Day ~duct s&D operations into vicinity of 
Division Objective 2 to discover and capture 0:);' destroy enemy forces, 
supplies 2,nO. equipment therein~ 

3~ EXECuTIOH. 

a. Concept I ~:.. t H-HouJ:' 1st :sa. ttalion, ,th lvkrinesa ttaclts from LaD 
. t~T"ce§t~bl~~~.f't'm. '~~ost in vi~inity o~ footllills offering e~~,:wto 

l3.S.U..!:1t'mff-$.~e!t , d s :eeCOlUlf.:.lSSance In force [',long routes ~~nce 
Spring and Summer, and conducts combat patrols ,in the lowlands contiguous 
to hillrnass comprising Base ;~re.'1 116 to accomplish assigned mission. 

(1) On order at H-Hour - 4,hours commence moveoent clong PL l~~ 
to OP Eenry then ~long LOD to Objective Foxtrot. 

(2) At H-Hour, 011 order, att,,"ck i,lo:Llg route of adv3.nce SUIlllller to . 
Objective .,Hpm, establish p:1.trol l)ase and conduct reconnaissance in force, 
as directed, to dis cover and capture or destroy enemy f.orccs, supplies and 
eQuipment. 

g~ l-i.Gcc:'llGl1d fljl1re p3,trol bases to the IIeadcl1).t.~rters. 
Be prc:c-'.1.' d c" ,:',8[;,,"0 other llissions on order. 

c. ConnJan,y B. 

(1)'~On ~)~de'i~ at li-IiOl1:C 
company A allibng PL Nancy to C.P. 

Etha. 

.3 hoUrs -co;:~~,ol:ce movei;lent in "tr:>.ca~f 
Henry and t:len along LOD to Objective 

- . ~ 
" 

(2) ii.t H-lloUJ:', on order, o.ttF.Lck to establish patrol base a.t 
Objeckve Bravo on PL Spring and conduct reconnaif~sal1ce in force, as 

-\ directed, to discover and cap·~ure or destroy enemi forces, supplies and' 
) equi11Illent. 

. (.3) RoconIDlend future patrol r..a.ses to the Headquarters. 
(4) Be prepcired to 2,ssume other missions on order. 

. "d •. :::l Det ... r m:s ('cOf!1~n..y. 
33nrw::r..~ .L.1.JC ~z:t:J:O:aJ tl...! ...... HI~ , _ 

(1)' General Support. 

DECLASSIFIED 

lmclosuro (1) 
S~Citl!lf 



DECLASSIFIED 

(2) On~er at H .. Hour •. 2* hours commee movement in' traoe or' 
Conpnny B alongPL Nancy to C~P. lier~y and then along Lan to Objective E~ 

(3). Provide a P. security with Delta -2 and Battalion security 
group. 

Reserve. _ .............. -
Delta 2, ]3atblion R~serve. 
(a) Be prepE.red to r;·inforco, on order, eithe:t.:' of attacking 

companies. 
(b) Be prGparcd to IJ,ssunc other aissions on ordet.. 

f. Coordiucting Instructi~~ 

(1) B-HOLlr 0600, D-Day 25 J~~e 1967. 
(2) Rel)OrcSI . ___ ,_ .... .~al. Position .e:pm:t ]~"url~T at 10 minutes before the hour. 

b Spot rePtjts c,s O-,vonts ooc'..tr.'e •. 
C . Report usc; of llCl.. to this Headqu",,r'i;ors 8,nd Reconnaissance 

j_nsorts loc<1tod in e.J:'ea. 
(3) :Destroy CC-iJtuI'C;d s:'ppliGs/or equiI,ment ol1.1y on e.:Jproval o£ 

this EeadcJ'tk'.r-cers ~ 
(4) Boundc:.l.'Y fO'l~. c'b~nies along' route of cdve.nce is the military 

crest on eitl~er si<lo of tlw~.'rospective draws. 
(5) 1st Force ReCOll.'I13.isS2,l1CC Co (-) inserts. 

(a) C2.11 Di~"!l...nutch OVen 
Frequ(mC;n 40.1 
Loce,ted vicinity AT 980410 

(b) 02.11 sign-KilJ.cr :Kc'1.ne 
Fre(',;.w}ncy; 39.6 
Loca,ted vicinity BT 010433 

(6
7
) Uf:Je of RCL.. E u~ho:::,izGd and - chcouragoc1. . 

( ) . Erl])loyment of Kit Carson Scouts wi tIl/and/or neLl.I" point is 
encolU'!:',ged. 

4-. jU)l\UlHSTRA.~'rON il.:m LOGISTICS. 

1.7Crn. (a b) Fla.'!;: jackets will not be 
() Two salt tr,blets ~rillhe tcken by all }Ulnds with each cantoen of 

wa ter cons1>1!led. 
c;'\rricci. (:;) Gas I.TEd'3ks vrill be 

("") RcsuPIlly rc,!uosts to K'.ttc..lion HST by 1700H on da;y before. 

5 ~ COlvli&:l.lID ~ ... 1T.D C01,IHmUCf .. TIons. 
- .. 

C,.,:-y --~~ir 'laneis 11ilJ. b':G.iS:9la.Yted on 1)[l.cks of pc.eks mth orange side 
out. ~~t lOi?st one air p:,.xlcl POl' sqULl.d ';;ill to cf),rricd. 

Enolosure (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRm 

(b) Thrust points, 

(2 Insect ill 0040 
(3 Dis8.'~se Rr 0041 

(11 Wrist mtch i';.T 9940 

(4 Pr8sident BT 0242 
Ensure capabiiit/ to translcd;o radio frequoncy to II Designat .. l ) ~c 

ions. 
Cd) OOL:0011 Frequency 42.0 - BluC;) Belt 

AmlEX.u.1 Ope~'ation Ovorlay 
A::1IELX BJ Firo SUi.:port Plan 

.~ OFFICliL 
,I 

DECLASSIFIED 

P. L. EILg':"RTliER 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Cqmmanding: 

, . ~ ..• . 
~; .':.' \. 

Enclosure (1) 

SECRET 



DECLASSIFIED 
. ~ . '"'"" - ~-

':'nnex A (Operation Overlay) to Frag Order 75-67 

Ref'. (a) }l:).p, e; 1'50,000; Series L 7014, She_6640 III 

r 
r 

I 
:s 
) , / 

\// 
OFF I CL ... L 

: ~ ~. 

.. \. ...... .,:,. f: .... =t 

c.· H. ·nL;~CK 
I\fu.jor t USliC 
S-~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

iftlNfetL 

0'1 

+40 

\ ::. 3> 

( 

? L. HILG.:JlTNER 
Lieutonant Colonel 

Co:nunand ing 

Enclosure (1) 
SECRET 
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DECLASSIFIED 
242400li June 1967 

Annex) (Fire Suptt Plan), to Fr B8 Order 75-67 'e-,-
Ret'. (a.) Map, RVN; 1'50,000; Series L7014. Sheet 664(illIll 

1. Artillery_ 

a.. Initial. on call fires are locatoo &8 ,;oUo;,.,s.: See (Fire Support 
Overlay)j. 

~ ......... -.- ... 
., -

.v NISSION NURBliR LOCATION 1YPEFIRE __ .5 
0, 

SD001, l.!J: 986369 :u.m only 
SD002 .1:..T 9813:8" liE only 
SOOO;. JiT 990;87 HE only 

'£D004 J.!I! 994389 BE only 
·SOO05 BT 002385 HZ only 
SD006+2 BT Q13366 HE & ILL 
SO 007+2 M 9813·54 HE & ILL 
SD0Q6 AT 994395 l?itEP- Fir e 
50009 BT 005399 PREP Fire 
SD010 1i.T 980360; . J:R.Ji.li? Fire 
SD011+2 TIT 009354 HE & ILL 
SD012+2 BT 009345 HE & ILL 
SD013 BT 008314 HE only 
SD014 BT 004,79 HE only 
60015 :ar 011380. HE only 

b. Additional artillery fire will be provided. as required. 

o. ALI requests far artillery will coma through the Company FO Teams. 

2. s.. 
, 

a. T~,.C/A and AO's will be divided as roquested for airial reoonnaissance 
of the 1st Battalion, 5th l'Jarines operational area as defiI,led in Fr88 Order 
75-67. 

b. Fix wing stipportwill be available a.s required by 1st Battalion, 5th 
Marines. 

c. ilir will be under control of tho 1!sil Battalion, 5th Ms;rines J;JJ). 

, d. :De'ois:i.oD 
5th Marinos • 

... 
on usc of air support remains with the 00, 1st Battalion, 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enolosure (1) 

SECRFr 



DECLASSIFIED 
·BEatm' 

d.m requ.eslrorw mo.st 0_ throU&h the aan,y Pac Te .... 

Tab (1) Fire Support Overlay 

O.FFI CI.k.L 

.,-,- . 
~.'~ ;.;r;·rs ~- -, r.? ~"; L 

DECLASSIFIED 

P. L. HILG.iUlTNlR 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Commanding 

Enolosure (1J 

SECRJi11I 



DECLASSIFIED 
~Jlj~. let Ea,ttaI1oIl, 5th J.'lJBr1heS 
, QtTB SON, RVN 

". 24_m June 1967 
Tab 1 (Fire Supp Ovcl"la:) to Annex B (Fire Sup~t Plan) to FrS€Oi'der 

75 .. 67. 
Ref: (a)lvlap, INN; 1:50,000; Series L 7014, 
Shoot 6640. III, 

OFFICIllL 

" 14.-
3-

38+ 
"i'a 

~/O 

13-1-1 

DECLASSIFIED 

+3'1 
03 

.jI+-2. 

-12+-2. 

P. L. EILGkRTNllt 
Lieutenant Colo~. 

Commanding 

&.clo~e (1.) 

SECR.E1.I! 



e/ 

\ 
\. 

p. RVN j 1 50 .,' uu VV\.;;J;.4C\. 

e 
· ,000. Series ;, JJ~J , . Da~ L 7014~ Sheet 6640 . III . " e 

PI. NANCY _ 

.~ <9>~.~. 

~OIt'l1~ 
B~5 l.V~]·~ 
-.- h4Z.~5 

I Night 

00 LlI+ 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (2) 
SECRE'.r 



DECLASSIFIED 

Mod if ic.:, ';;icr! to hag Order 75-61 

1 s6_ tte.lion, 5th, lI.fa.rines 
QuftOl~, RVN 
25 June 1961 

Refa (a) ']ria}), RV1~; 1150,O?O; Series L1014, Sheet 6640 III 

1. SI'l'U:~TIOH~ no change~' 

2~ !J!SSIOE. 1st :a-'1,tt~1ion, 5th };If>.rines c(:nducts S&D operr~tL;ns to kill or 
capture VC, ueapons, loeatc CC::VGS, tw:mels, harbor sitos and des'~roy forU­
fico.tions. 

(2) Be prepe.red, to ccispl::.ce p;-" trol base ml order. 

, '~ 

(1) Continue !PB-trolling f:r.om. present p~)sition. 
mIL be tho::oughly searched I 

The £olloning arecs 

l

a1' (.:..:r·,993394)~ b (A1 '983398)~ . ' 
c F;,om Patrol :&'.50 'CO l~ .. T 999383l~' 
d From P8.trol :8':;.80 to ~:.T 992}74 " 

,e Prom (1.T 990j80) to li.T 984387 : 

(2) Be l?rcparod to displace lXttrol baDe on order. 

(3) Condt:c'~ fire tec.r.1 ;)i,'~rol to Batte-lion CP at 0600H. 

c. ,Det t }I&.-$ COnl)6.!1Y. 

(1) .o:.mtinue pL.tr;)llhg from :present patrol h?,ne, the follorrlng 
lOGtl:tic!18 ·/i.l1 be; thoro~'; ~ly scnrc!led: " 

\2.) (":"T 99G389)~ 
(b) {BT 014399). 

d. Cko::dina ting Inst::uctions. no cl1L .... nge. 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (,) 

SECRET 
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DECLASSIFIED 

SECRm 

4. l.JJMTIrrSTRL.TIOK ~""1m LOGISTICS. :tIo chc;.nge. 

OFFICIi .. L 

,L ,··~f1./i ,3,,( I 
lef RV·,ifi...::ert 

Me. j or, U@\W 
S-3 

. , 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

P. L. HILQ:.RiNER ' 
Lieutenant Colonel 

COTIJl:k"nding 

.. 

Enclosure ()) 



DECLASSIFIED 

1Iovement and Nee Disposition Ovorla.y D+1 
~ , 

nof. (a) lhp, nVN; 1 '50,000; Series L 7014, Sheot 661';0 III 

02-+ 4-1 

~) 
, , 

8·s~~.* . AF5 02. 

e 18 ~h +.,Ll-I 
4/.; t 

.., j) 

8~·~ A<+- "A~-

Il • .t?Jb A~ 
f5/1 135 11 

'~~I 
~ .YI 
'/3 .f') ~ Y2. 

38+ 
'1Gf 

Enclosure (4) 
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"" 

Frag Order 75L.-67 

16 • ..,. ttaliGn, 5th Marinas 
Q.UE SON, RVN 
2613QOR Juno 1961 

Ref, (n.) lk,p, RVN; 1150,000; Series L 7014, Sheet 6640 III 

~sk Or;,anization. 

Con})t:~y ? (-~(~{ein) 
COr.l.,~L:rv C - ) . 
Dot, 11:';3 Co. 

61 FO TIl 
F.iC 'I'm 
Det, r.lcd PIt 
5-2.. Soout 
Ki tJars on 'I'D 

DQ~C~ B; 1stSPBn 
Det, Cc B, 1stEngcBn 
PIt (-)J Co~, 1stTKBn 
Dot, Bery D, 2ndBn, 11trJ,hr 

C.'.PT J O}u1STON 

2 '.' IlISS~J.m~. To conduct s,:;arcb. and dcctroy opcrs:.·c ons to kill or capture 
VC and C111)'CUi~'c or destroy Cn01:1Y '.702.],1ons and eq,uilncnt. 

3. EXECUT .on. 

( 1) Conduct S&D o)em tions ftrom present positions. See ~nnex .1i. 
( O})oration Overby). 

B. Cw.pcmy III, 3rdBn, 5thlk:.r (-)(licin)" 

Continue defense of 1st lh·Ct::;linn, 5th 1,I"rines Conbat Base 
.sector. 

Conduct pat.:c:'l :::.ctivi"ty as diI'octd. 
:Maintain one ll.cw= alert Si;;'.tU8. 

Be pro}X?rod'b assume other nissions on order. 

o. . b&S CCJ.:1l::any (-) (Re in) 

:' (1) Continuo defonse' of Ccribat W!.so in ;J,ssizn~d soctor • 
• -.{.2')' Conduct pc\.tr~)l ::ctivitiy as dircdod.. 

D. Pbtoon, Con:;::JO.ny C 

(f): Continuo defe:lso of CJtlbat Baso in ~1ssi8nod sector. 

'·1 
i 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (5) 

SECl~ 
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. 1 

F. Coordiru:cting Instructions. 

(1j E-Houl' 0700 
(2· D-Duy 27 June 1967 
(3 l'te:port. roaching cileckl'cints an':'. assigned objectivos. 

4. .·JJll:mIS~IOU AND LOGISTICS. l:To change. 

5. CO::.J}li.J:m •· ... lID C(}lM1J1UTIO:~S. 

;/ 

/ 

/ 

2 Enclosure (5) 

DECLASSIFIED 
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• 1 stA:ttalion, 5th HarinoB 
Q.tr.ari!l, J.V N 
261300a June 1961 

A AtlllOX i\;, (Opera.tion o"arlay) to hag Order 15A-67 

Ref' (a.) 1"1.'tp, RVN; 1:50,000; Sories 1.7014, Sheet 6640 III 

~r37 
00 

+3~ 
03 

DECLASSIFIED 

J. P. WHITill 
Major, Ust<iO 
.i!:xecutive Offioer 



DECLASSIFIED 

SEOl"Ml' • 
lIcdific~:tion to Frag Ord~r 75-67 

1atette110nt . 5th lhrinos 
(~li'E sen, nVN 
262001R Jur~ 1967 

Refl (a) l't.,-,p, 1 '50,000; Series L7014, Shoet 6640 III 

1. . SIT"(LTrmr. No ch~ngc. 

2. liISbIOn. Conduct sc::',rch c,nd. dostrc;y operations, (}':!.pturo and destroy 
ve, vlB;~)on~ caves, tm.:!l81s £md fortificr~tions. 

a. Cor.many ••• 

(11' FrOLl P:ltrol base conduct :; crdling to thoroughly search area. 
nlong [lHi to,ry crest vicini ty (~iT 9984o;!) nortln~st tc (~l.T 995t~5) to 
Objectiye G -tio (m 0004.08) to southeast -to (rrr 004tlP5) to lJatrol baso. 

i 
( 1), FJ?oL1 pc. tr.)l 1J" 30 conduct IJ2trclling tlJ thoroughly search arcs 

along nilit'; ry· crest vicinity \.1:).:; :.-:rtivc :. ';;0 ~_:~- );)3,,.OG) ·~o (.u.T j9hO,~) 
~ (, .. 'L' )9%01) to {~",l' 9G5!rOO} to (.i~T ·932401) to patrol base. 
,/ ' 

c. ~Q..~o;cdin •. '1. ti&1 InstJ;2J.ctions. 
j~ A! 

(1) Suboit patrol rl1.tcs to e.cconplish sM.rch of t':.sl3ignod. areas 
and a di tiO'i1D,,1 rcco:JDol1ded x'cutes -Cco provido r.l1 around COV'')I'ago of n.r..-.a. 
surrcundir~ i,atrol b::tso c.lollc nilit,::r3' crost. Con,Pan~r B cubnit 
roco;:Jl:lcndoa,. r,:\tl:ol x'(Arto to include COVC:cc.[:6 of cros·t of Hill 381-

/ 
4. a::rlrI9.~FiJl.T I01; ~~lm 1:00 IS'i'I OS. 11 0 change ~ 

/ 

5. 001:1·ND i.lID CQl;lLIUFI ClI:1'I ONS • No c11f'.nge. 

I 
j 

DECLASSIFIED 

P. L. HI~..n.~mll 
Lieutc~~nt Colonel 

CO:. Da.nding 

Enclosure (6) 
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• 
lIcvoncnt a.nd Night l)1Qi.P.Ocii;i(~n CverL-1.Y ~2 

Rctl l\lap, RVl:f; 1150,000 Sorios L7014, Shoet II-III 

..... 

" 

Enclosure (7): 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(8) tiHUa01DT1G: .S 

Ir~fi:a e 

Frag Order 76-67 

1. SITUi..TIOU.· No chc.Y1..ge. 

1st Ihttalicn, 5th lla.rLlcs 
Q,1tE ~OH, itVN 
27 Juno 1967 

2. l\lISSIOU. To kill 2r C[',j:turc va 2.11d VTCapOI1S, tc destroy ctwesJ tum-.ds, 
!'.nd fortific:'.tions. 

3. EXECTJ'Tlon. 

a. ConPt'..l1,v a. 

(1) At H-llour c(;l1tin"'c!.C c,tkck 2,:} .. Ol'lg route of ad~i'allce to Obj(;ctive 
K, be "l)rop;~rcd to cc.ntinuo p,tt:-:,ok <)11. ,)r,:lcr. , 

(2) Route of c:.dwmcc f:cf",];} COL1rc,ny ~~ pa.trol bas.o to (1:..T 981;94) to 
Phase I:iI::'O Lind::, ·~L t CP =:'~.ry, 'ten '?J..(::1€ _l"l ... "..;,c Line Lind[\, t: OP S~~C· to 
Objective K. 

(3) Bo prC1J2orec1 to aSSt'.I.l0 oth(;I' r.1issions O~1 order. 
(8) 3:r;-Jm\.tQ~r~ ::; 

b. Ccn-.Y."~ny B. 
t.1~Jl},~ 

(1) .. ~t H-}Icur conduct paatoon patrel to seeura Objective L, con';' 
tinne attack on ol'dor to s0::.rch Objective III and set up blocking position'. 

(2) On or'der COtlF:'.,llY 13 (-) continues atta,ck to search Objective tr 
bo p:t'oparcd to continue attack Oll order. 

(;) Be prOl)t.rod to aSSi.1Lle other nisf3ions on order. 

c. Det f 13&8 COr.:?i'.UV. 

Genero,l Su:;.:>ro:!;'t. 
On order 9 cmncl'1CO movement as dirocted in trace of COl:ip2..ny B. 

d. Battalion Reserve. 

(1) 2nd Pll.1tOO:'l, COl1p'.'.ny D. 
(2) Ccmnalld group s~cu.r·itYt 

c. Coo:r'c:.ire t in,,?) Ins b?uc t ions. 

IT-I:01..1:r' 0630; D-Day 28 June 1967 
~cations. 

Objective lC ( .. :.T 985379l'~' 
Objective I <Ff 000377 ~ 
Objectivo J (_'~T 983368 ~ 

. Plli'lse Line Lindt'\. i':r'cn (':"T 982385) to north\"lest along stream to 
~tifr ((lf~43~~[[ ,~, 

Enclosure (8) 

SECi.1ET 

DECLASSIFIED 
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• 
SEcnET • 

. Objective, M rn: 008,8, • 
Objoctive L !:or 026384j; ;' 
Objective. P. AT 987.574 ;' . 

.. Objeotive Hm 004374 •. . 
(3) wundaq li..'1.C betwen Coopany.A. and D is e.. line conneoting 

pointE£ fron. (AT 996371> and (il.T 97.5356) '. COl'lpany:' z;one of' a.ction is • 
northYlElst o£ boundary. CooJ)a.ny D zone of, a.otion is southea.st at bounda.:cy •. 

~. . 

4.- .u,jJH.nrIS~TION tJjJ LOGISTICS. No change. 

,5. Ca'illJA,lID liD . OOl:llJfUNl~.T Ions. no chango. 

L.MX At Operation Overlay 
J.l'lNtJX D: Fire 8upl?ort Plan 

OFF IC Iil.L 
(' 
I ,. 

" ,/ 
:10 

U 

C. H. DLil.CK 
M:ljor liS1Ie. ~ 
6-3 

P. L • JIILGiWlTNEU. 
tIEUTENi~NT COLOl{2)L, u. s. Ma.rine Oorps . 

Com.landing 

DECLASSIFIED 



e· 

DECLASSIFIED 

Annex: b.. (Operation Overll\Y) to hag Order 76-67 

1 st Ba.ttalion, 5th Marinos 
'lUE SON, RVN 
2' June 1967 

Ref: (a.) Map, RVlf; 1 :50,000; Series 17014, Sheet 6640 III 

OFFICI.UL 

/' (>!t411 f 'f 
-"- .... S'~~ 

6 

GJ 
A ... · t3 

/. +-3t. 
q~ 

.J.;." 
DECLASSIFIED 

F. L. EILGilRTNER 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Commanding 

Enclosure (0) 
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T'J1JIOdB 

SEeREr .1 at Battalion, 5th Marines 
QUl:r SON, RVN 
27 June 1967 

.Annex 13 (Fire SUpport Plan) to Frag Order 7&-67 

Rei': (a) Ma.p, RVN; 1 :50,000;; Series L 7014, Sheet 6640 III 

t. Artillery. 

a.. Initial .on coll fires are located as follows: See (Fire Support 
(Nerlay). 

MISSION NtJ1IoIBER 

SDfiO, 
SD00'2' .. , 

SDOO3-
SD004 
SD005 
50006 
sn007 

( 8) u :mw,l,rta 
SD009 

LOC..:iI.'ION 

131' 017384 
13T 010.381 
31' 001372 
i1r 99;~67 
Nl! 992377 
b.T ·983379 
li.T 988}74 
i>!1! 99;3,~B6 
k.T 9853,88 

TYPE FIR.8 

BE only 
HE only 
HE only 
HE only 
liE only 
HE only 
HE only 
ill] only 
HE only 

b. Mditional artillery fire will be provided a.s required. 

c.. All roqueBts for artillery will come; through the Company FO Tea.m. 

2... h:Y,. 

a.. Tk.C/A and J.~O' s w:i,.ll be divided a.s requested for airial reconnaissance 
of the 1 at Battalion, 5th Narines operational area as defined in Frag Order 
15-67. 

b. Fix wing support will be available as required by 1 at Ba.ttalion, 5th 
Marinos. 

c. Air will be under control of the 1 st Battalion, 5th ~1a.rinos iJIJ. 

d. Deoision on use of air support remains with the CO, 1 st Battalion, 
5th Marinos. 

Enolosure (al 
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d. .lJ.l requests tor air must coma through the Company F./i.C Team. 

Tab (1) Fire Support " Ov-erlay 

'!.Yl ..... I, 

" , ,r, 

rr~51n3_8 
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P. L. BILG.Al1T!f.l!R 
Lieutonant Colonel 
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SECRm 1 at Battdion, 5th Merinat! 
Q,iTE SON, INN 
2..7 Juno 1967 

Tab 1. (Fire Support Overlay) to .Annox J3 (Fire Support Plan) to Fr~ order 
16-61. 

Rei" . (a)l1ap, RVN; 1: 50,000; Series. L 7014, Shoet 6640 JII 
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P. L. HILG.J.iTWu{ 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Commanding . 
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Movement.and Night Disposition Overlay.D+3 
Refl Map, IlVN. 1.50,5000; Series L7014, Sheet C640 III 
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{,; . ..-- '. Ct. r <- 4::-::' < I L 

ci5~ ~.1~5 J:1.i:r..;~~ 
r"-7/ i''' iJ:?I5' I {t. '\, 
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0"-1 . 
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1{0£' (a.) lJe,p, nVN; 1 '50,000; Series L 7014. Sheet 66l~O III 

1. SI',IltL.TION. 

A. E:.1Ctly,l1O';1 chr,ngo. 
B. Friendly, liGht ScatiGll eha.stuort', .l~WA iri dir0ct sup~rt 1/5. 

2. MISSION. To To kill .:-,-1"...d (J.:ll~tu.re VO and tlcn)ons, dostroy o"VGS, tunn.-als, 
and fcrtific.:;.tions. 

3. EXEC1JTIOiJ. 

11.. Con,:any .L.. 

W 
.:..t H-:'lour CC11til1UC c.tt.J.ok tc- 01)jcctiv0 U. 
Est2..blish ·),).tr'l be,s 0 C~J:1C~ I)n.tr.:;l 'to Objective T~' 

4 

Be prep. ... 1.red to essunc oth~r oissi:.;ns en rder. 

B. Con;:;:::.11.Y ]. 

Ccnduct p2.trell3 f:r:cn l,)resont pcsitions te Objective V and. 

Do IJroJ,J<"Lred. W cc;i"tinuc !ltte-ck on:rdcr. 
Dc prop:'1rcd -t;Q. [:'sS'U.'10 othor nissi, ns on orr.~cr. 

C. C,X,ljXl11Y C. 

(1) ':~t H-Rour-30 c~oto,ch 1 plntoon CHain) cith. A~r::til1orv li'O and 
li)ru.;incers to Qsso:r:t Sec. 3:rd iJ.t;=.Co. ~jII1st Tr,~:cr.;"t;t:"lion. r.lol1{; Phn.so 
:Lina-,,~n.l1cy .. to C~·Hcnry, tllcn to CP Jaim. 

(2)' J30 :prcpc~red to 2, 8sunc other t1ies-ioll$On order. 

D. m::s COrlixmy. 

General Su, l:.;ort. 
On order c'-nr.10ncc nov-anont to OJ: Jot..n'. 

(1) .~t h-liotr-30 O()DIlCnCC novcnont rr.i.tl: OOD1)F;'..ny C platoon along 
H:..:".se Lino Nancy to OP Henry. Then to OF John, be l;ro~Ga.rod to su:ppo:rt 1st 
Bsttali 11., 5th 1kr-inos unHs b;)' firo. 

(2) Be rrc!,,3.rcd tl~ nsouno' othor !lisei ns on order. 

., Enclosuro (10) 

S:CC;JET 
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f. BattMion lleserve. 

DECLASSIFIED 

(1) 2nd Platoon., Company D. 

(2) JJattalion secuxity groupe 

g. Co"ldinatillg Instruotions. 

(1) H-Hour 0600H. 
(2) D-D ay29 Juno 1967. 
( ) Locat ions: 

(a) Objectiv~ U (AT 974375) 
(0) CP John (~989358), 

• 

(0) FCL From (~ 990367) to Cia 976376) 
(d) Objective S (~ 998362l 
(e) Objectivo Y (~ 977354 
(f) Objectiv~ T (1..T.983366 

(4) ill units report arrival at cheekpoi.p.ts, ];>haso lines and ~b..pot:iY\'· 

4. loDlUHISTi.L..TIOH..urn LOGISTICS. No chango. 

5. COl1MW.'ID ;JID 0011MUNIC~IONS.. lq-o change. 

OFF1C1iW 

P. L. HILG.aIH'lf.oilR 
LIWTlill~~W COLOlf£L 
Commanding 
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SECRET • ,~,st~t;c:li~l1' 5th l\tl.rinss 
"TIE ;:;sON, nV1~ 
282400H June 1967 

Anl1eJC AI (O:peratiolt Q<Tcrlay) to Frog Order 77-67 

Refi (a) Map, RVN; 1150,000; Series L 7014. Sheet 6640 III 
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P. L. TIILG~Tlnm1 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Commanding 
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Refa]Jla:p, RW, 1150,000, Series L7014, Sheet II~~_ . , 
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SECHET 's~tt~lion, 5thMhrines 
r~UE sew, lWN 
29 Juno 1967 

Frag Order 78-61 

Ref. (a) 1bp, RVN. 1'50,000; Sories L7014, Shoot 6640 III 

Ti.t:lQ Zo:a.c I H 

1. SITJ..~TION. No cnc,nge. 

2. MISSIOH. 1st La tklion, 5th l1',:""in(;f; Ci:ll~UC'tS soarch and destroy 
or;orations to kill cr C['.:!turc ve, \7C3[',pOns, locate C1.V() , tunnel, hlrbor sitos 
and (I,e stray f crtific~.L tions. 

Light socticn cf tanJes D /S CCI:li2.l1.y _l.. 
On crdcr <:~ t E·-:tio:U' CC::·.lcnco fJo.:crch ,",11c1 dcstrcy opera tiOll to 

Objective U. continuo att::.cl: to Objective I, keeping y;ithin zona to Phasc 
Lino l~::'..ncYi cnntinue F.'.t.te.ok (m ;~rdor @i.long ~"xis of r:.dvanec to oourot base 
0.t Hui k'1.c Son. 

(3) On arrival eonil,':-:t "!:J2~SO Nui lEe Son rclcivc Conpany D and 
assune !-::issi,-n and rosJ;Onsibility for sccw.ity of conoat be.so e..t Nui we' 

Son. Be ~:roj)?,rcd t.o aSSU:IO Qthor r.1issL·~ns 'In order. 

On order continuo att:ck to Conb:::.t De.so at Eill 51. 
J3c IJl::oIe.red tc aSGunc other r.lissio:1S on crdc:r. 

c.· ;oot, J::I&S Cormany • 
... ~. . .1- _ . 

1
1j GcncrFtl SupI).ort. . 
2 Pr~:;vidc sGcmity for Ds.ttaliem Co~m..:"'-ncl Qroup. 
3 On crc~or continue <,:"tte..ck k, 60npd fuse 11:ill 51. 

c1. Con i-,a.ny D. 

(1) On ::r:.:er, .,.-:11on roleivQcl ny C;:.1l-Y.my.1, cOrr;.J.cnce l:1ovol:1ont along 
axis of~·;·'.""".ncc to Conk. t D2.30 Hill 51. 

(2) Control Linku~) ',:i th Conpnny..i C',n:~ rrovi(l.c gui(',cs to neat 
C·.:::1p:n1Y ~. ::'ol1C: escort thou into cc)::1bn.t h.'t.SO .7Ct I1ui 1:'10 SOll •. 

(3) Do .. rClll.'.:r.Or: to aSSUTlO other nission8 'en crr~cr • 
.!Ji~UlQ~;~~.·;3 

o. j'l,SicoXft COLli),."1i:n,y 9 TIith Light Soct:i,o;g. T8.n.k:s •• 

Direct SUj,)port C.;n:::::.~lS : .... 
On or(ler, -.::11on clirccto(1,' c.~·ntinuc attack to Ccobat Daso Hill 

1 Enclosure (12) . 

DECLASSIFIED 
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'. 
( 1) Ih tt9.lion securi ty group.' 

g. C.:1orcine tinft Ins-c,m.ci:;i ns. 

ll-Hour 1400 
Loc:-.tions 

Objective 1 (: .. T 983346) 
Objective 2 (~T 9613325) 
Objectiv~ 3 (rT 010314) 

• 

(m 000283) 
:"11::'1 c Line Judy froD (TIT 0203tr3) south along l\m.d to 

(0) CP J~l.no (m 034294j 
CJ? Jrcnc (Rr 0343'16 
OF ~lice (Dr 033334 iil Conp£my ;1. Ilxis of L\dv"ncc; 01) jcc·ti vo I to Objocti ve 2 

to Objective 3 to :'::'1~.sc Lino JucIy, soutlmcst :: .. long :'-hElSO Lino Judy into 
OO;:Jbc.t fuse at Eui ICce Son. 

(i) Con:c,;">.IlY D 2.xi:J of i"dvcmco c OF Je.nc tel CP Irene to OP 
i..lice into Ccnbo. tease Rill 51. 

0) Boundary bct~;ccn (~'U';'.l1g IJa. sjjccil.'.l zono and 1st Da tt..."!lion, 5th 
ME.rincs is tho 96 liorth-8outt Gric1 Line. 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 

P. L. EILG IlTlmR 
Liou.to!lc.nt Colonel 

CODC.'C'..nding 
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1&"'\ Battalion, 5th M8.rinos 
QUE..MeI~, RVN 
29 .e 1967 

Al~X A (Cpergtion Overlay) to 
Frag Order 78-67 

Rc!. (8.) Map, nVN; 1150,000; S~ies 
L 7014, Sheet II-III 
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? L. HIl.G~lETNrn 
Lieutenant Colonel 

C01'lIllEmd ing 
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SEOlOO • •
~attaliOn, 5th Marines 

, .' SON, HVN 
29 "June 1967 

Hodifieation to Frag Order 71-61 

1. SITUaTION 

a. Enem.v:. It is reported that a hospital is ,in vicinity of (AT 910325). 

2. MISSION. To kill or oapture va and weapons, to destroy caves, tUlUlels 
am !ortificatio'ns, and, to locate }md aestro;y" hbsl'a.t·~. 

,. El.E CUT I ON 

a. Compan,y 1l.. 

(1) .ht H-Bour, continue attack to search Objective 1, continue attaok 
to Objective 4. :Be prepared to c:mtinue attack to Objoctive ~, Objective 5, 
Objectivo6 enroute to relie1' 01' Company D. 

(a) lVlako recommendations to Commanding Officer when tanks oan not 
effeotively support attack of Gompnny .b. because of traf1'icability of area. 

(2) AtOb.iective 4, conduct patrolling to find and destroy enemy 
hospital. 

(a) 1st :natoon, Company A, 1st Tank Battalion. 

(b) (1) Direct support ofCompe.ny A. 

(2) On oreier Oommandir..g Officer he prepared to return to 
Combat Jase at Hill 51, bG separate rO'u,t8. . 

(c) RelieVe CGmpaI\Y C; be prepar.od to support attaoking company 
on order. 

d. Coordina.ting Instruction~ 

(l) H-Hour 0600P.:.i, .. ~ 

(2) .brea bounded on north by ~2 cast wGste:t'id line'and on east l:>y 98 
north south grid lino is restricted..i.st. .,. ,':;'+,h ~·-dnes units will 
not enter without permission from Commending Offioor, 1st J3at··,,,.lion,· 5th Jl'Ip.rin 

(3) Location: 

(a) Objective 4 (kT 990325). 
(b) Objoctive 5 (~T 967315). 
(c) Objective 6 (.Lo.T 996300) •. 

(4) Hulos of engagement will be enf{)rccd. 

1 
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• • 
4. .LJ)MI~J:STI~ION.wID LOGIS'rICS. No chango. 

5. OOlYJlvL,IID.QID COlvn~.lIJNIC.i.:1'IONS. No chango. 

.. :i.NHEX: A iJpGre.tion Overlay 

·~?{:;l{lci·i 
Major, USMC 
B-3 

P. L. RILGi..i.tTlf&i. 
LIEUTN{~J.'JT CuLOlfriL 
Commanding 
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·1st :a'1:;~lion, 5th }k>,rines' 
Q.UlE seN, lWl'T 
29 June 1967 

-~> ~ .... ?, 

Anl1ox·kt:(O?cr.:·tion Overlay) to Modific-:tion to Frog Or(l.or 77-67 . ~ . ~ " 

Ref .(o.} ILp,avli; 1150,000; Series L 7014, Shoot; 6640 III 
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HEADQU; ~({'1 ,;;.-(S 

.3rd E3tt::!li~,,;;r':~'! \~"'r:hes 
1st M:lrine; D:i \'~:.:-:.' ,:, :' ~:,;·;.:l~ Fl"ill' 

FPO San Frgncisco, c~;:: ·.Ic~",ia 96602 

SECHEr :~NOiO 0242- 6'7 )4 

• 
Fr~m: C(;mm~nding Off:i!cer, Third B~tto1icn, Fifth M~rines 
Tc: Commanding general,. First },I~rine Division 
Via: Commn~din~Officer, Fifth M~rines 

Sub.i : Ccmb~t After Actirm Repf'rt 

J/CBW/plb 
3121 
9 July 1967 

Ref: (.:-!) Divisi!'n Order 3480.1 
(b) 5th Iyhrines Fr' p Order 45-67 

~r.".l.:r! 

tV : .. :J ! 

.1; ~:).~ ?,": l~. ~,'-' ~~ 
:;,.><': '.J ;:. J '..:l .=!~ 

Enel: Oper:::tins Descriptif'.n 

e 1 .. Code N:lme.. Oper'Cticn CALHOUN 
I 

2. Dnte of Oper:1tion. 250600H June 1967 to 011f~PH:'~U1X: .. l?tJG'~ I D 

3. Location. Quang Nom Province, Republic of Vietnam . , 

4. Commend Headquarters. See Task Organization 

5. Task Orgnnization 

3rd Bn (-) (rein), 5th M~rin6S 

H&S Co (-) 

LtCol C. B. \;JEBSTER 

Dot, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th M,r (Ln Tm) 
Det, 1st SP Bn (HST) 
Det,; 1st Eng Bn 
Dd, Hq Co, 5th M"r (Scont-Sniper Tm) 

Co I (rein) 

".(lSI I 
Det, H&5 Co 

Det, Ned Pl!"t 
Det, 81mm Mcrt Pl~t (FO Tm) 
Det, Cem Pl ... t (FAC Tm)· 
Det, Int Sect (Sc(,l'ts "'nd Chien Hei) 

Det, Btr:r F, 2nd Bn, 11th Jvi-r (FO Tm) 
Det; 1st Eng En . 
Det, 1st SP Bn (HST) 
Det, liq Co, 5th Mor (Be lut-Sniper Tm) 

1 

Capt E. 1I. BURKE 

SECREI' 
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Co L (rein) 

Co L, 
Det, H&S Co 

Det, IvIed Plat' . 
'Dot, 8llnm Mort Plat (FO Tm) 

.' 3121 ' 
9 July 1967 

Capt~ H. D. pmmTnILi. 

Det, Comm Plat (FAC Tm) " 
Det, IntSect (Scouts, Interpreter and Chiou Hoi) 

Det, Btry F, 2nd En, 11th Mar (FO Tm) , 
Det, 1st Eng Bn , 
Det, 1st SP Bn (HST) . 
Det,Hq Co, 5th Mar (S.,out-Sniper Tm) 

.1rd Plat, Co 13 t 1st Eng Bn 

2nd Plat, Co B, 1st SP En 

Battalion Reserve 

Co K (-) (rein) 

Co K (~) 
Dot, H&S Co 

Det, Med Plat , 
Det, Blmm Mort Plat (FO Tm) 
Det, Comm Plat (FAC Tm) 

2ndLt J. B. MlLLS " 

2ndLt Rt; G. wru·il!S 
lA-tLt R. 'tiT. BAn'ER 

2ndLt J. C. GRA,CD) .... 1. 

Capt W.' R. M~t£Y 

Det,Int 5e~t (Scouts and Kit Carson Scout) 
Det, Btry F, 2nd En, 11th Mar (FO Tni) 
Det, lstEng Bn 
Det;lst SP Bn (HST) " , 

, Det, Hq Co, 5th Mar (Scout-Sniper ,Tm) 

e 6. Supporting Force~ 
a. Art1l1er: 

(1) During tho course of Operation CALHOUtI, the 3rd Battalion, 
5th Marines received artillery support from one battery. Battery F, 2nd 
Battalion, 11th Marines was in direct support throughout the Oper~ion. 
At no time during the course of the Operation was the Battalion Without 
artillery support. 

(2) Afotillery was Used ~o prepare Battalion. md Compmy Objectives 
,and routes of advance. ~,re~raUon fires were effective and timely.' 

~, 

.~~ 
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·9 July 1967 

b. Air -
(1)' Operation CALHOUN took place inclusively fram 25 June 1967 

to 1 July 1967. There were no periods during the Operation where wt:lther 
was a deterrent to utilization or close air support. 

(2) Fixed wing support was used very little during the Operation 
due to the lack of contact. One fixed wing air strike was run in support 
of the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines on 26 June 1967. 

(3) Airborne observers were utilized effectively during the 
Operation for visual reccnnissance of the operation area. 

(4) The AN/pnC-25 was used exclusively for communications .and 
proved to be a very reliable unit. 

7 •. Intelligence 

a. The enemy forces anticipated on Operation CALHOUN were prima~ly 
local force units with some possibility of finding elements of 2nd NV~ 
Division l'fqI in the mountain area vicinity of In' 0143. No other specific 
e~emy units were identified as operating in the area though,increasing 
activity had been noticed during the last 30 day period. 

h. . A small contact on the first day at the Operation resulted in tb,e '" 
. finding cii'numerous' documents. One military document mentioned the OK' 
32nd unit which is a recoilless rifle battalion and another named the 6~h 
unitJ part of the 2nd INA Division" which was working in the area. Later .'. 
on that same day an undelf"round hospital was found at BT 024h0~. It con­
sisted orona matJ,u mJ~m (4' fX 5' 'x 50 ') and three, ether.s mOllSUl'l.n:g. 
5' X " X 15'. There were twenty (20) beds found in the cave plus numer-
ous medical supplies. 'On 26 June 1967 a large cave was found.at BT 015404 
measuring 41 l15' X 30'. Ten (10) uniforms were found inside and hidden 
near the mouth of the cave were 18-82rnm mortar rounds and 20-75rnm recoil- '\ 
less rifle rounds. Another cave was foUnd on 21 June at BT 032378. It 1 
~d " X 10' X 80' an'd contained twenty (20) beds. The village;rs in 
the area said the VC ~ravelling through the area would often stop and use 
it for a resting plaee. Hidden rice in large quantities was found in 
numerous hiding places as were items of enemy uniforms and equipment. During 
the Operation oocasional sniper tire and some small scale probing were 
encountered. 

c~ The objective area for the Operation was Base area 116; the 3/5 
sector, moving NW out of Que Son (m 0334), was the valley axd hill area 
at BT 985355, then turning NE, the mountain area in the Vicinity of BT 0241. 
In'this area an arc light strike zone was examined and the area was heavily 
searched and patrolled. The latter part of the Operation was spent 

:3 
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3121 
9 July 1967 

reversing direction and. sweeping the sat': Vt:ney back into dense shrubs 
and 20 foot canopy spread over the area. MJrlY well usedtra11s covered 
the area, however very few civilians were encountered in the Operational 
area. ... 

C1.·The few Vietnamese civilians that· were seen and questioned freely 
'VOlutltee:i:'M !rifoiiilU,tion conc.erning VC movements in the area.. Because of 
the lack: of people Hi the area oivic action efforts were a.t a minim'Um. 
Some psychological warfare was emplo~d through the Battalion1s Kit CarSon 
Scout arid Chieu aols who spoke to the civilians and e~lained the merits 
of the OW program. " 

'B. Mission 

During the aondtict of Operat!on CALHOUN, the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 
A 'was assigned the mis'sion of thoroughly m d methodically searching the assigned 
.. objective area to locate enemy personne'l:. installations, and supply and 

equipment caches. 

9. Concept of Operations 

At 242)OOH June 1967, three Companies I, K (-) and L, and the Alpha 
.cOmmand ~ left the 1/5 Combat Base (BT 024346) and moved on foot along 
the LOD (~trail running from AT 988360 to BT 026397) crossing it at 
2,o6ooH June 1967. Patrol bases wer~ subsquently established in assigned 
zone to facilitate accomplishment of the assigned mission. 

10 .. ' . Execution 

a,.. 24 June 1967 

(1) . At 241700H the COJIIII'Ianding Officer" 3rd Battalion, ,th Marines 
received the,th Marine's Operation Order for Operation CALHOtJU. 

(2) At 242300H all units left the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines 
Combat Base (BT 024346) and moved into position to cross the LOD at H-hour 

. (2.5060oH)., 

b. 2.5 'June 1967 

(1) At 2S015$H Company ns point encountered one VC on the trail 
d BT 00.3.374 wearing a pack. The Marines ':tired at and killed the VC. While 
searching the area noises ware heard in the bushes. Marines fired into the 
bushes and threw 4 grenades. A search of the area revealed two more va bodies, 
two Chicom grenades, three packs, two cartridge belts, two carbine Jlk1.gazines 
and documents. Documents taken from one of the enemy dead mentioned the OK 
32 and the 620th unit. TQe GK 32 was later found to be a weapons sub-unit 
of the RQ 24nd Battalion which is ,reported to haTe twelve 7Smm recoilless 
rifles as part of its armament.. 
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(2) A.t;. 250500H the lead elements arrived at the LOD (:81' cra)'!7)}. 

(3) At 250600H lead elements crossed the LOD. 

(4) At 250930H all units arrived at the following patrol base 
positions and commenced patrolling their assigned areas: 

(a) Command Group and Compcny K - BT 026408 

( b) Company I - BT 017404 

( c) CODlpm y ,L - :aT ,025410 

(5) At 2'11.30H Company I found 1000 pounds of rice in large 
containers at BT 02.3395. Rice was burned. 

(6) At 251330H Company I found an underground hospital. cave 
network at BT 014403. The main cave measured 4' x, 5' X SOt and three 
side rooms measured " X 5f x: 15'. The hospital contahed 20 beds and 
the following items~ 8-8oz powder bottles', 21 one quart urns of _powder, 
7 empty penecilin bottles, 5 gauze rolls, 5 medicine packets, J tubes 
of medicine and.l small powder can. The medicine was manufactured by 
Vietnamese snd French firms. The following items were also found in 
the cave c~:mtplex: 250 pounds of rice, :1.0 pairs of black PJs, one blue 
uhifonn, -one gun case for a caliber .50 machine gun and 7. rounds of 
Ohicom 7.62mm ammunition. A sample of each medicine ~aB forwarded to 
the S-2, 5th Marinos and all other items, were destroyed. 'The cave 
complex was blown by the engineers the next day. 

, (7)' At 251400H Company K found one hut (m 030410) with no 
people living in it .. The hut contained· six bushels of rice, four 
bushels of mushrooms, 15 pounds of salt, one half bushel of dried fruit, 
one half bushel of tobacco, one quart of kerosene and one quart of oil. 
Tho contents were destroyed in the hut. 

(8) At 251830H a message was received fram a recon insert 
stating that they had spotted numerous people vicinity BT 0339 moving 
west. Ho action taken because of inability to positively identify as 
Vet . 

(9) At 251640H a message was received from a recon insert 
stating that they had spotted VC at BT 043.394 moving northeast arid carrying 
something that looked like a mortar. 8lmm mortar mission fired. Search 
of area revealed negative results •. 
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(io) At nightfall all units weI":. l()c~ted at their combat bases 
as described earlior. The limit of search for 25 June was as follows: 

(a) Company I to BT 013409 

(b) C0nlpmy 1 to Bt 019415 

(11) At 25235H Company I (BT 017404) spotted six to eight va 
approximately 5.0 meters in front of their perimeter. Harihcs opened 
fire with approximately 150 rounds SA and 2 grenades. VCreturned 
approximately 50' rounds automatic fire. The Marines 'heard"moans from 
the autOmatic weapons positions after the firing had ceased. Thearea 
was searched at first light and two heavy .blood trails were found. 
Results were 2 VC KIA (probable). . 

~ c. 26 June 1967 

(1) At first light all units initiated patrols in assigned 
areas. 

(2) . At 260620H COmpany I (BT 018402) found a VCS male hiding 
between some rocks in the vicinity of the previous night's probe. 
Found with him were 8 pounds of rice, three sets of' Vietnamese clothing 
made of parachute material, a cigarette lighter ~ith a 403 insignia on. 
the side, a plastic tube of powder and some dried fruit. The VCS was 
;forwarded to the' 5th Marin,es.· . . 

(3) At 260730H Company I foUnd a 64 year o1.d man hiding in a 
cave at BT 014404. With him. were found 4 sets of black PJs, three bags 
of rice and one bottle at liquid aspirin. The vas was forwarded to the 
5th Marines.' . 

~ (4) Between 261000H and 26l800H Comp8n7L patrols located the 
'£ol:lowing; . 

(a) 200 pounds of rice at BT 021408. 
-

(b) va rest area at BT 020414 which contained old campu-
llage and the remains of old cooking fires. Rest area had not been used 
for somotime. 

(c)'Camp site at BT 02340, with .hot food stili on a small 
tire. 

(S} At 2611)OH Company I (BT 03441) spotted 6 va runni!lg doto4l' 
a trail. eBT 0)8412) 500 .meters away .• ' One VC was carrying .. a BAR, another 
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was<:arr;ying a carbine'lt Compnny I opened fire with 100 rounds of SA, two. 
M-79 rounds·and called in ru1 artillery mission o.nd an air strike. Conducted 
a search of the area finding 500 pounds of rice, 4 bushels of potatoes, 
an }IVA sweatshirt;, assorted documents, clothing, and medical supplies. 

'(6) . At 26134,H Company I 18 Chieu Hoi found a largecamoutlaged 
basket containing 600 pounds of rice at BT 017404. . 

(7) At 261700HCompany' I found a cave at 131' 015404 •. Cave was . 
4' X 15' X)O' with five bamboo beds, six sets of black PJs, and four 
khaki unifonns in it. Outside the cave Company I found 18 rounds of 82m. 
mortar amJiluni tion, (3 ChicOlll. make" the rest Russian), 20 rounds of 75mm 
recoilless rifle al'/IIIlunitionwith K3 markings on thep·rojectile nose, one 
very rusty pump shot.gun, one pack, one gas mask,and assorted papers. 
'Four of the mortar rounds ,one recoilless rifle round anda'll intelligence 
items were forwarded to the Sth Marines. The rest were destroyed. 

(8) The limits of the day1 s search were as follows: 

(a) Company I - B'l' 006403 

(b) Company K ... BT·0444l) 

(c) Company L - BT· 0l442l 

d. 27 June 1967 

(1) At first light all units initiated p~trols to continue search 
or assigned areas. 

(2) At 270630H Company I moved it.'s patrol base from B'l' 01.7404 of 
assigned areas. . 

() At 27092,H Company L found a small cave at BT 023408. It 
contained 75 dishes, a few cooking pots, carpenter tools, many chop atlaks 
clothing and some papers. Samples of all items were forwarded to 5"i.h Marines; 
the rest were destroyed. 

(4) At 271000H CompMY K found a tunnel entrance 15' underground. 
The entrance was 4' X 51 X ,0' and lead into a main room which measured ,1 X 10' X 80'. Inside were 20 beds. Company K's Kit Garson Scout 
questioned the villagers learning that 30ve ~ad stayed in the cave the 
previous night and had ~eaded south at 27C600H. VC were armed with rifles, 
carbines and Thompson SMOs. 2000 pounds of rice were found just outside 
the cave. "The cave and rice were destroyed. 
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(~) At 271l0SH Company L reache:·j. ·;;::.c~i.imit of search on its route of 
reconna:issanca (route WINTER ~t BT 017430) with negative results. . 

(6) At 271l1,H Comp~y K (13T 032398) spotted six va Wearing black 
and white PJs (BT 027397) running into a dirt cave or bunker. Annrtillery 
mission was called on' the enemy position. A sell.reh of the area was conducted 
with negative results. 

(7) At 271~OOH Company K (BT 0)8404) found two HLZs, each measuring 
40 meters by 40 meters covered with 61 tall helicopter punji sticks. No 
booby traps were found. All punji sticks were taken down and burned. 

(8) At 21l845H COmpmy K (BT 026408) spotted a column of 12 VC . 
mov?ong west into a treeline (:aT 05039,) where they were join:ing 7 more ve. 
At least one VC had a weapon. Three artillery missions were called in. 
A company K OP saw 6 VC being dragged away. .Another VC crawled out of 
the bushes and collapsed. The artiller,y caused one large secondary 
explosion. Results were 7 VC KIA (probable). 

(9) At nightfall an units were located as previously reported. 

'(10) At 272300H Oompany I (ST 015408) spotted 1 va in black PJs 
moving in the stream. bed at BT 0l4407. • Compmy I fired 20 rounds of SA 
and two M-79 rounds. The area was searched with negative results. 

c. 28 June 1967 

(1) At first light all units initiated patrols to continue search 
or their assigned areas. 

(2) 'At 281025H Company L (BT 034420) received npproximately 50 
rounds of automatic' weapons fire from an estimated 2 VC (BT 031422) 
wearing black PJs. Company LIS Scout-5niper returned one round md 1 
va fell. Called in m artillery mission with excellent coverage of target. 
Results were 1 VC KIA (oonfizmed). 

(J) At 281400H Company L searched three villages nt the following. 
coordinates: Bt 046419, BT 04413, and BT 042413. In each, approximately 
20 ~~~en and children and no men were found. The women stated thnt the 
men had left three days ago. Found ten VC gas masks I 1000 pounds of rice 
and some VC papers. The huts in which the above were found were burned 
and four secondary explosions nccnrred. Papers and gas masks were for-
warded to the 5th Merines. . : . 

(4) At nightfall all unit CPs were locsted as previously reported. 
The limits. of search for 28 June were as follows: 
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(a) Company I - BT 002418 

(b) Company K - BT 022396 

(c), Company L - BT 049416 
, . ' 

'.this completed the search mission of routes 'of' reeonnaissance FALL and 
WIlJ1ER plus thorough coverage of the arer:. to the east. 

t. 29 June 1967 

(1) At 290730H all units depb.rted their patrol bases to conduct 
'SliD operations enroute to 11he ,consolidation point at BT022395. 

(2) At 20l100H all units arrived at the consolidation point. 

(J) At 29l))OHall,units moved' out.£rom the consolidation,point 
to conduct S&D operations enroute to the 1st Battalion, 5th }iarines I Combat 
Base. ' 

(4) At 291100H all units arrived at the 1st Battalion, 5th Harines t 

Combat Base, and established the .f ollowing positions:' 

(a) Command Group ~ BT 023346 

(b) Company I . - BT 021345 

(~,. Company: K ... BT 023345 

(d) Company L - BT 024347 

(e) Company M . - BT 02,34$ 

g. )0 June 1961 

(1) All units conducte,d limited patrolling to secure the local 
area., 

(2) At nightfall,':all units were located as previously reported. 

h. 1 July 1967 

(1) 'All Units conductecll:i.ln.ited patrolling to maintain security 
ot the local area. 
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. (2) At olollon Company M li(J:t.~ .. J :U'-l;·::d to Thang Binh (;aT. 16$413) 
i.o provide security for BattarYF, 2nd i:'c>.ttalioi'l, 11th Marines. ,th 
Marines assumedOPCON of Compan y H. '.' 

" . '0) At Ol08JQn: Company K was helt-lifted to UU 1129 (S'l' 226320) 
to· provide security for the ~th Marines CP and a. detachMent of the' 9th 

. fngibeer Battalion repairing Highway #1. 5th Marines assumed bpeoN of 

.C~p~lOy K. 

'. (4f AtOl1200H Operation CALHOUN WAS see~red. 

11. 'Results 
.' . 

~ .', h) . The tollo1d.Jlg 'is an 'assessment of VO personnel casualties 
infUcted: 

(.) VC l:.rA(coni'irmed) - 4 

'(b) VC KIA' (probable) - 10 . 

(e) VC5 - 3 

' .. 

(2) The :following is a compilation of enemy equipment and mater:l.a.l 
captured or destroyed: 

,{a} Shotgun (captured) 

(b) 75m RR rounds 

(c) 82mm mortar rounds 

... 1 

(d) . Rounds of small amSaJIIlftunl:t.1on .. 7S 

.(e) Medical supplies .. 27 lbe 

(r) Documents - '4 lbs 

(g) 'Rice - 4,452 lbs 

b. Friandll 

No :combat casual ties. were sustained throughout the ·Operation. 

12. .Adminis tration 

a. ResuPPly 

. (l) Resupply was accomplished f~ the Log1.&t1cal. Support Area 
at Tam Ky •. 
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(2) Normal resupply walS accomplished every other day. Emergency 
'1'8~l,. was acc,omplished when requested .. 

() Th~ HST net was used as a logistical, administrative and 
helic\:)pter control net. 

,. . '(4) A\l'ailability of helicopters wa.s a. controlling factor but 
overallstipport'was 'excellent. 

. b.MaiAtenance. Maintenance of equipnent was accomp:ushed iit the 'field 
where possibie. Replacement of defective equipment was accomplished thrOUgh 
the LSA. 

e c'.!l!atl¥nt of casUalt1es J ~vacuation and hospitaUzation 

,. (1) Evacuation of personnel was accomplished smoothly and usually 
~·m1n1ln\llllottime. ,llgai,n, availability of helioopters ltaS a detennining 
factor. . .. 

. (2) Evacuee&were removed' expediently from the field and excel';' 
lent Care lias ,received throughout the evacuation chat n. 

, . 

. ,d. Trrn0rta~ion.· No . problems were encountered w~th transportation. 
Replacemen and specIal supplies ware tl"ansported by trUCk to the ,LSA. ' 
All. ~esupplies and replacements were delivered to the field by helicopter 
trom the' ISA. 

'e.9ommun1cationl 

(1) the AN!PRC-25' 18 o\itstandi~g FM radio equipment,. Except for 
the AN/PRC-41 used by the ALOand FAC teams, battalion commlmications were 
accomplished wi th t~e AN/PRC-25. . '. . . ' 

" '~ " ,(2) ; The RC-292, less AB-12S .. was used in poor terrain to extend 
the range a:nd power of the AN/PRC-2S. It proved to be quite adequate. 

~r Medical E\rac'i1a.tion 

{i} 'fotal numer of aed1cal evacue~s ~.1 
.. '" 

(2} Killed in Action .0 

(3) WoW'ded in Action ~o 

(4) Wounded in Action non-evac ~ 0 

(S) Non-Combat deaths - 0 
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':ij-!~~J"~ :;;;\;~;:I~~;:\ .('6lNon~~bat injuries" 7 
0·- ,1 L:w~~tJld u~k-V ' • • 

,..... 'h" . 

·13_ Spect,.t Fguiwdep\ ; a9d 1e~9..UZ! 

.... ' . a. 'Scout snipe~ teams again pro"ed to be a vaiUabb ,asset when uSed 

to engage the en.emt ~t long ranges,'. . . ' 

: ' 'b •. ~heJrit earson Scout$W~b most effective ,1ntind1ng 'hidden va • 

atlntintti~rl, rice, 'and equipment during this Operatiott. 'I'heir lmowledge 

of \TC met.hocis and cache marking were invaluable in uncovering concealed 

. position~~ 

'c. '!he shAped clw'geie not as effective in blow1~g eave complexes 

. 11$ is t~e crater1ng charge; both were used during the Operation. ' 

14.CmdertS:AnallS!S. Operation CALHOUN wa~ relatively successful 

in fin ~ a vai'iety, of small hidden Viet Corig, havens al d c!1ches. Enough 

time was gh~Em: to accomplish a detailed sear~h md destroy mission and the . 

results 'eVidenced ,this time allowance. All of the searching was' tedious 

and exeduted under very hot climatic cbndi t1bns and in rugged ~errain. 
Base area 116 ()/S: seqtor).did not produce any large enemy findings and 

an obvious lack of enemy troop activity was evident throughout this . 

Operation which may ha:.e been the 'result of ap~oua weekia Ope~1ori 

.; through,th.e samevicinit),.Most"ofthe findings 'Were at the lower '. ' 

,mountain levels, predominantly in ravines, ahd gulleys •. Rice growing. in 

, the area Was ·locateqat high elevations" terraced and well cultivated 

indicating probable cultivation bY local VC. The mission given was aocm­

plished and affective denial of harboring Sites in the atea of oper~1ons 

was pec~1ished as well as destruction of moderate qua.t1t:l.ties of en_ ' 

amunit1obj!Ood, and eq\ti.pment, ' ' 

':lS. 'Re~ftdation8. '!bat this type oper8tiO~ be instituted tol101dng" . 

a fast 'pUrsuit or sweep type operation through areas where. large enemy , 

emplacements and caches are known to exist and where deliberate searches 

have hitherto been unfeae1ble. ' 

·&lc)~~ 
C. B.WEBSTER 
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22eration Description for Op(-'lration CALHOtJr.T 

I 

~. The concept of Operat. ion CALHOUN was for the )rd Battalion, 5th 
Marin~s to establish a series of company patrol bases and then thoroughly 
search out two routes of reconnaissanct .. ruaedFALL and WINTER. FALL extend .. 
ed from BT 023410 up the draw to the'No;th and then along the trail to 
BT 005426~ Winter extended from BT 005426 SE to BT 021403 •. 

2. The 1st Battalion, 5th MarineS was operating to the Southwest of 
aline extending from BT 014398 to AT 987418. '!'he 1st ftiVN Rangers were 
opei"ating in the valley in the vicinity of AT 910380. .. 2nd Battalion, 
5th Narines was operating to the Northwest over the mountain range. 
Elements of the 1st and 7th Marines were operating to the North across 
the mountains .. - The SLF (2nd En, 3rd Marines) was oper.!',ting to the 
Northeast., 

3. The mission for WINTER was acoomplished a day early.' Permission 
was requested and granted to conduct S&D operations to the east of WINTER 
to and including the valley'in the ',ricinity of BT 048415. 

4. While .FALL and WINTER were being thoroughly searched" a 'C'D1Ilpl!D3"'(-:) 
was dispatched each day to conduct S&D operations between the 410 ·E-W grid 
line and the 395 E-W grid line and between the 020 and 050 N~ grid lines. 

5. Operation CALHOUN was designed to reconnoiter and uncover Viet 
Cong arms and s~p1y' caches in the area known a.s Base area 116. In this 
respect, operations of this Command within assigned zone were successful. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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