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Lidr Eo TAKESL{L—N CHC UsH
{8-31 August)

Regimentél Surgeon Lt T. E, BRUENEL M USNY
Regimental Dental Officer . Lt W. D. OVERFIELD DG USUR
(1-5 August)

Lt S. J, WILSON DC USHR
(6-31 Avgust)

4, AVERAE MONTHLY STRENGTH
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135 3434

PATT! TE
FAR=ATIVE SUMMARY

2nd Battalion, #if¥h Marines coutirmes under the operational con-
trol of First Marine Division. Frem 1 to 3 fugust 3rd Battalion
participated in Dperation PIKF, under operational control of the
First Merines. The pericd 3-9 August was devoted to planning and
preparation for Operation COCHISE. On 9 August units commenced pIre-
positioning for Cperation COCHISE, which was conducted from 11
August to 28 August. Upon completicn of the operation, Fifth Marines
commenced retraction from the field and displacement of wunits to
Seventh Marines TACR for participation in Upercaticn YAZOO.

%o be provided by the
5% Base waile restock-

- Logistic support for all unl
Logistic Support Area at the Resd
ing of the LSA was accomplighed 7 y from Da Nang on a
near daily basis. Engin.eer effors was fcoused on preparation of .
roads, living areas, he‘ico*w\ znding pai at tae LS4, and re-
vettn.ng the storage poirts at the LSA in anticipation of the mon-
soon season. délicopter con't_uuei to he the enly mode of ra.ns-
portation between the Regimental Combat Base and lst Ba
bat Base at Que fHona .

T3 contima

Personnel services were vastly improved with ing 4L~L¢at3?@‘é§f>f§,\\
mobile Post i.x:'nange and a Disbursing Office at the Regiment '
Combat Base. These facilities V'l. he Post Office, are capabl
of supporting lst Battalion

Defensive pos h improred- at-beth-comba
bases. Protectife  ' ot positions ]’wasl'lf%in&vz@éﬂ“r*arﬂrj
Combat Mherasions ers were ccnstrucdted -at-each. .loge.tlon.

3 ENCLOSURE (1)
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With the completion of the bridges norin of Tam Ky and subssquent
assumption of security responsibilities by RF/F? units, 3rd Baita-
licn was consolidated and Battery W, 2nd Battalion, ¥lamyl Sarines
displaced to the Regimental Combat Base. Security continued to be
rrovided to Company A, 9th Engineer Battalion,fcw ihe road effort
on National Route #1 north to the Song Ba Ren in support of convoys
from the north.

PART ITT

,

SEQUENTIAL JISTING OF SIGNIFICANT BVENTS

1. Persormel and idministration. During the monih of August 1967
the Regiment sxperienced a turnover of gpproximately 318 persomnel
of which 185 rotated to CTHUS. 3% were evacuated. The average
chargeable stringth was 127 Marine offisers and 7073 Marine enlisted.

Casualties for the morth of Avgast ars ag follows:

Hyiie o O ¢ Y 0 ¢
3/ 70 iz B3 8T 2
’ ~ - - e
2/'5 i6 o) 27 15 38 2
3/5 2 -2 L2 34 2 b

TOTAL 24 2 5o NSV 4
2o anteiligence.

&« A2 ~:77u

v1) Thers has

e Lo neresge in mine and booby
trap incidents that can be cowpled o Tig muva ¢f Fifth Marines to
Hill 62 (BT i3%45%4). T2 *his coruec’hlon, only one incident of AT
mining hac been reported. Ui 4 hug 57 In coimestion wiith e Tank/
Infantry patro. moving abreast of route 5%% between Hill 63 and the
Combat Base at Que Son {BT 035545), 2 50-100 pound mine was located
at & Ford 5ite that had been used on savarsl srevisus necasicns
(BT 110422,. 1Mine vras found > quaxtxy/Engineers Team and blown

in pieee.

(2 suspected use of 75mm ER. On 2903151, Fifth Marines
perimciaz (BT 1%33445) received 3 novnds of wnidentified, incoming
fire. UCrater snaiysis tesm tenitetirvely identified rounds as 75mm

A ENCLOSURE (1)
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RR fire from BT 124428. Fragments recovered the next day revealed
rotating bands with lands and groovesg Craters wrerified as being
mede by flat trajectory weapon. Fragments were forwarded uvnder
‘separate cover, rejquesting uechnloal analysis and 1Qert¢flCab*Clm
Trkis is the first reported instance of TSum RR fire dir=cte
against Fifth lMarine units in this area. First Marires. vioinity
T 1853, reported receiving 75mm RR fire during Operation PIKE
(4-7 Aug 67§ Only kaown units known to be armed with 75mm ER are
GK 32 Bn {(12X75mm RR) {AFA° Re 22 Bn), 2nd XVA Division, and 2lst
UVA Regiment (wkX/5mm BR}, 2nd NVA Divisicne

(3) 4n enemy attack, on 6 fugust, against the RF Uo, at
BA REN 2ridge (B¢ L02510) afforded Fifth Marines opportunity to
further employ the Begimental Interpreter. Heport ® of the attack
were relayed by the OP to MG BAI Special Zone Hgs. The commander,
in turn, reiayed the data to Tifth Marines FEUC on the hot line
ccrnecting the two posts, The Interpreter acteld as the coordinator
between the FSCC and the Jone Commsnder, and the mission was fired.
Humerous repezt performances have occurred since, to the mitual.
benefit of all.

(4) Exploitation of informaticr acquired during interroga~
tion of detainees.

(a) Interrogatior of dekainees captured 131000d re-
vealed the following about VG tactics regarding rice dispersal,
"Families in Cam Za #1 (H) vicinity T 080450, w4 mere than 300
pounds of rice are harboring YU tex rice on xnice sonfiscated from

refugees,"

oo digclosed VG minefield,
&*1ed vicinity BT 095377
buuo. +1-g locale hecaase
[ELe on TWO pPrevious 00w

() Interrozatior of
with approximately 50 mines, gy ;
. on north side of hill. Scuzce s
Marine patrols bad been obserrsl resti
casionse.

w

acquired fxom Getaineea onCurred:

{2, Beversl cther instances of exgioitetion of data

(1} Cne detainee offered to lead elemen’s to a
cache of 490.500 morie:r rounde; upcy exploitetion, no mortar rounds
were focund, hCWEVEL, a 9mm Pistcl. 4 NVA packs, 2 Transistor radios,

5 ENCLOSTRE (1)
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a quantity of clothing and some documents were recovered. A cache
of 200X82mm mortar rounds, 30X60mn morter rowmde, fuzes and detdna~
cre was uncovered in the same genceral locale cn the previous day.

(2} Another detaines is awaiting expleoitation.
He claims knowledge of a cache of weazpons, ammo. end a2 hidinz place
fer guerrillas vicinity erid squave AT 9729.

{3) ¥at ancther detainee reporsed the location
of a minefield or the north sidsz of the rcad, v101n*ty AT 905246
on 26 August 1967.

{4) D-1-3 explcitation 0f a detainee's offer to
lead eienents ¢o hiz GP on 25 August, vizinity AT 87 4564, netted a
large thatched building (403X23“), one gellon of warm, cooked rice,
and one 60 year old detzinee. 4% elemsnt epprcached LCD, 2 singlie
shot was hezrd. Pogsible v'“n'*L shot by locsl security, alloving
pre-~asrranged withdrawal of any emeny forces that might have been in
the area, Another sizeatle medicsl oupply cache was found in the
arez (AT €90257) later in the morning, revsaling packs, mosguito
netting, kevoskne, wasi basins, cups, pote, 250 surgical masgks,
25 gas masks, a large surgical sterl¢lzer, clothing, 1 SMG serisl
rumber 377117, sxrexel Nagazines with ammo, 6 maps, 17 record
books, & VN Urnit one, drugs, blood plasma, and pills.

(8) Firally, on 25 A@;msﬁ, g rallier from the
E~20 Bn turned himeelf In 4o the BT o
102510), Fifth Marines ITT was
gate qubaecx for sever al hot e Ll

, - . 4
’ﬂf a% BA REN Bridge (BT
o opportunity to interro-
%, Be revealed knowledge

to 1 ead & patro* 50 tae site, on wos passsed to Division,
the railier was reinterviewe?,

of exploitation of the date,

.

‘b, Weather. Precipitation increnssd in ihe labiter portion of
the month.

o Terrain. Wish tne increase in precipitation, the terrain
became less trafiicable for tracked vehicles.

%, Trainine, During taie reporting period, the Fifth Marines has
been operating in whole or psrt continuglly. The Replacement In-
doctrination Program has been maintained for poth officers and en-

o
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listed men prior to assigmment to & unit. This program promotes
a better understanding of their mission and brings these personnel
up date on the lqtest enemy equipment znd tactics.

Brichesis was placed on the following subjects: NCO Leadership,
Fire Control and Application of Fire anc Small Unit Tactics. The
battalions utilized conbat rargss for familiarication firing of the
M 15, to obtain batile sights, and to improve fire discipline and
contrel. :

This command is prasently training personnel in use of the Star-
light Scope. Sniper Platoon personnel that had not been trained
with the M-70 Romington Rifle attended Sniper School at Da Nang.

The following schools were utilized during the month of August

1967:

School. nocation Ne _attended
30 Leadership Okinaws, 16
Vietnamese Languags School Okinzwa 5
Yietnameze Language Schaol Da Nang 2
fmmumiticn Technician dchool Ckinawa 2
Pgychologicel Cperation Schocl - Da Nang 2
Civie Action Criemtation Jourse Da. Nang %
mifenty Weepons Repeir School Ckinawa 2
BEmbarkation Course Ba Wang i

" Operations. 3rd Battalion participated IZr. (peraticn PIKS vnder
Op“Tatlﬂndl control of the First iux s from 1 te 3 August. Cn 9
Avgust, 3rd Pattalion departed for Que sSon and on 10 August both
tattalicns and the Regimental Command T”oup moveld in%o positions
for Cysration COCHISE. Both »a*ieiicns participetsd in Phase I,
-which ended on 18 August. 3Zud 3avtalicn Command Group then re-
turned to the Combat Base, while lst Battalion participated in
Phase IT with two companies #wmeach hatialion. Phase IT termine-

-

ated on 25 August, and Phase ITI on 28 fugust.

After completion of @pera""on COCHISE, Fifth Marines commenced
displacing ccmpanies %c the Seventh Marines in support of Operation
YAZOO. Cperations in sipport of the Vieitmamese Fational Flections
began immediately follewing Operation COCHIEE, L one-day two-com-
pauy operation was conducted zast of National Route #1 on 29 August
in support of the District EHeadquarters atv Taang Bivk which had been
attacked the previous night.

7 EICLOSURE (1)
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50 Pire Supports The Znd Ba,t'?ra,.p.or, Eleventh Marines continved as
the ar-blllery mit in direct support of *he: Fifth Marines. DIuring
the menth of August the following miesions were fired in support of
the Regiment:

QOTAL  WEAFCN  TYP& AMD NG OF ROUNT & _FPENDED .

083 1NCB  H&T
287 3%% 1152 %508 10%m. % 25865
42 8 49 1542
193 137 1295 2609
92
. 30116
43 54 234 666  155mm 4056
28 2% 254 119
249
4464
155 79 €29 1634 £+ 2mm 9363
63 34 454 693
A29
12585
7 7 15 56 155G R , 420
8 13 5 IILUM 20
WE 3%
TOTAL 4713

6s Air Svrport. During August, 2,420,000 pounds of all clssses of
supypiies were 1ifted by FPirgt Marine Aircraft Wing helicopters in
support of the Fifth Marine Regiment. This to%al includes 1,500,000
pounds in suppor'c of the supporting artillery battalion, 2/11, and
820,000 pounds of resupply. Tae totale do net include supplies car-
1ed on helicopters utilized daily by the -TS“ nor does it includs
emergensy rssupvoiy or tactical aellicopier 1Af %5 in support of Operat-
ion COCHIZE,

Tuoing Auguss, 78 persomnct wara transported as Medevac!s in the
following. catagoxiess 34 USMU Wi, %2 UG NBC, 10 JIVILIANS, and
2 ARVE., This totai does not incinde thoze rersoanel medevaced by
heiicopter assigned Yo the HET a3z nedsvec helicopters duwring Operation
COCHISE.

Fixed Wing Sucport. These totals are covered seperately by lst
Battalion and %rd Battalicn.

AD/TAC(A) Supports Feom I A‘LE’LS“‘% il the commencamens of
Operation CCCEISE on 11 Auvgass, 52 AU/TAC(A) fligits were fiown

ENCLOSURE (1)
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ir. support of the Fifth Marines. Iuring Operation CCCHISE, the
Fifth Marines were supported with 24 hour a day AQ/TAC(L) coverage.

7. Logistics. During the month of August, construction of *he
Combat Operations Center bunker was ccmpleted. Construction effort
for the preparation of the CP complex for the monsoon season con-
tinued, Heavy rains recently fell on the CP and indicated erosion
problems that will arise during the monsoon season. Co B, lst
Engineers commenced installstion of culvert where ercsion was the
greatest, drained and piaced culvert in the 3rd Battalion Motor

" Pool, raised the level of the water point area by adding 7ill dirt,
built up the berm in the ILSA and the ievel of the reveiments o
facilitate drainage, and commenced cunsiruction of an all-weather
road around the base of Hill 63. On 27 August, the bridge over

the Song Cau Lav was destroyed by the VG, necessitating resupply
be helicopter for several dayz. £ ferry operated by the 9th Engin-
eer Battalion was put in service, and the ronvoys resumed, although
only s few trucks could mske the transit during high tlde.

8. (Civil Affsirg/Civic Action. During Avgust the hamle$s of

THANH KHE (1) and (2) were moved with the assistance of USMC vehicles
and under the supervision of thé Civil Affairs Officer to provide
better ficlds of fire for +he Hill A3 complex and increase safety
for the villagers. Invesbtizations were comducted inte serious in-
cldents zesmlting in deatr or injury fo civiliarns or destruction of
their propervy. Solatium vayments were made whare Fifth Marines or
supporting unite were at fzult., Villagers who desired to re-locate
graves from the Hill 53 complex wewe giver sogistance in the form

- of wooden boxes and transpurtaticn., e caln graves of historical
significance were identified, marked. sad will be preserved. The
PHU HUONG Village Chief gave iz app.ocvar for the removal of a
sugar cane field whicn lizmiteld chugervation from defengive pogsitions.

$. Psychoiogical Warfare. Meiensive Psychologicsli Warfare operations
were conducted throughout s Qie Son - Theng Binh - Eiep Duc Valley
during August, prineipally in support of Cperaticn COCHISE. Themes
emphasiged were: Demoralization, Chieuw Hoi, Rewards for Mines and
Bookby Traps, ani Combirel Might of Allied Forcesn Additionally,

several eximnsive Paylpns cempaigns nct related to Operation COCHISE
were conducted throughout +he area of Operations. 1%emes used were:
Heal th and Hrgiene, Doa't Lol 70, and Don'd fxn foon Marines.,

10. Medical. During Operaticn COTHLSE, the Medicel section rendered
medical stpport to the Jollecting and Clearing Platoon by providing
“hem with vrgently needed medical supplies and additional stretchers.

s
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Several casualties {(U.S., Vietnameca, and de%a’neas} were also tran-
sported by the Hg Cc, Fifth Marires smbulancs from the T3A <o the
Collecting and Clearing Pla<%oon.

an insaesticide fogging machine for use in the control of mose
oes was obvalirned from the prevenstive medicine section, N3SA Pa
Nay g; on a permanent basgis, alcig with several cans of Malataien in-

ticide, Daily evening spraying a% the Eill 63 complex has been
dome during this period. greatly reducing the mosguito population.
L Light trap was alsc obtained for use in “rapping smell inzects
which are sent to the epidemilogical lshorainry at the Dilf, WSL.
Da Nang to determine if any insects are carriers of dis2sse.

One Vietnamese chilé from a nearby hemlet who was blind snd suf-
fering with = severe cage of sonjunchivitis was treated by the Regi-
nental Surgeon. Much irprcovenen’ was noted following weatment. The
follcwing number of patienis were treaied during this reporting pew-

iod:
H' pn ) oyt m o ( ..Z(\
g Co, Fifth Marines €° {42,
Uthers 93 (58%;

‘

Total treated ' 162(10c%)

A report of & cholews outbress by the officer in charge of loml
PFs was Investigated by the Regimental Surgeorn. The finding: —ame
2 “otal of eight (8) chi*dren affeected wit. a Uyre of infantile
diarrhea; not cholera, Of these cigat. six died before they could
receive adequate medical care.

W wll Jeadquurters Cempany per-

Imunizations were admizilytared
3 ing vaccines wers givens

sonnel on 4 August 1967. The

Gamma Gl obuwin 150
Plague v 100
Cholera 00
Typaue 20
Typhoid 30
Tetenus~Diphtheria A

TOTAL , 164

During +the month, the Legimsnial Medical sectior rendered assis-
tance in the impunization c¢f persomnel from Tanik Bn, Eagineer Bn,
and e LEL. These immimizzilonz were in addition to the reguler
imaunizgiions sdninistered S0 persormel of (% Company, Fifih Marines.
A total of approximately 150 immunizaticns were given to otaer per
sonnel s

10 ENCLOSURE (1)
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held twenty-four (24) services.
the services (Protestant).
Battalion, 3rd Batialion, Hill 29,
Fiftr Marines.Headguartersz.
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Dental, The Dental section treated 207 patients during the

i/5 47 22,9%
3/5 , 46 22,3
2/11 : 7 17.9
9%h Engr .13 €o3
Hg Co 31 149
IVE I 13 6.3
AT Bn 8 %,G
FLC 4 1.8
ist Engr 2 .9
lst SP 2 .9
2/11 2 .9
Isa M '5
POW 1 .5
TOTAL 207 100%

They were from the following units with the

Cheplain, During the reporting period the Regimenhal Chaplain

the same unitg,

1o

PART IV

A total of 685 personnel attended
Coverage was given to Nui Iac Son, lst
2nd Battalion, Eirweaik Mezisoes and
Romar. Catholic coverage was given at
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Cormanding Officer

’ETH MAR S&C FiLES

Commanding General, lst Marine Division
Commanding Genersl, Task Force Z-Ray

Combat Operation After JAction Report

00 /032 z]

(a) DivO 3480.1 [COPY NO.) ‘GF (Z

(b; 1st Mar Div OpnO 93-67 {Operation COCHISE)
Task Force X-Eay Opnd 1-67 (Operation COGHISE)

pg) Pirst Ba.tﬁ&lisn, Fifth Marinos Combat Operations After Action
g Report de 5

(2) Third Battabion, Fifth Marines Combat Operatio
Report 7see 3/5)

ns After Action

{3) »Battalion Landing Team 1/3 Combat Operation After iction Re-

port.

1o Code Neme., Operation COCHIEDR, Search and Destroy.

2. Dates of Operation.

Go

be

Ca

3. Location.

Phase T. 1109COH to 181700F Asugust 1967
Phase II, 190600H to 2505003 sugmst 1967

Phase III. 250600H to 280800F August 19257

woang Vam and Quang Tin Provinces, Republic of Vietnan.

4. Command Headounarters., Task Force X-Ray, lst Marine Division (Rein),

BGen F. C: LaHue.

5. Tagk Organization.

Tifth Maripss (-} (Rgin)

Fifth Marines (-,
Eeadouarters Company
ist fgtbalion, Fifth Marines (-) (Rein)

?rd Battaiion, Fifth Marines (- (Rein)

DECLASSIFIED
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}at Battalion, Third Marireas L%Col A. 1. THOMAS
{, PHASE IX anmg IID } o
Co B(-), 1lst Engineer 5n Capt H. A. MORGAN, III
Co B, 1st Shore Party Bn Capt R. R. O'NEILL
Co A(-), lst Tark Bn Capt W. J. BRITTON
Co B(-), 13t Anti Tank Bn ‘ Capt A. L. GREEN
Collecting and Clearing Platoon | Lt K. L. SACK USNR (MC)

6s Supporting Arms.
) Sve Aj)".

: (1) Excellent air support was provided to the Fifth Marine Regi-

ment throughout all phases of Cperation COCHISE. Expecially noteworthy
were the assets made available for the troop 1ift on D-Day of Phase II,
when 26 CH-46 and 25 UH-34 helicopters were utilized simultaneously for
a tactical 1lift of troops. Air diecipline during the troop pick-up, ren-
dezvous, and landing phascs was exomplary, resulting in an efficient and
smoothly coordinated vertical envelopment by two battalions.

(2) The following resume of aircraft communications procedures
and tho air support request chain wiilized during the operation is set
ferth es background for discussion of +he air communications and support
problems encountered.

{a) Adir Reguest Procedures.

1 Resupply. The HST Ccmmandex, located at the LS4,
1l 63, was tasked to provide resupply for both organic battalions and
BLT 1/3., The HST Commander requestes daily working helicopters from the
Task Force X-Ray Air Officer, and was normaliy provided four UH-34B air-
craft from 0700-1800. Ail resuprly reguesis wers consolidated at the bat-
talion level and passed to the H3%F Commendex who scheduled the resupply
m,ns o

2 Medicsl Bvacuation. Each day a medical evacuation
package consisting of & Ud-34B and a .18 escort was assigned to the
FST Commandsr and stationed at the LSA for medevac use only. If these
aircraft were refueling or on a mission, the HST. Commander passed the
medevac request througn the Task Force X-Ray Air Officer to the Mini-
DASC. The Mini-DASC could either call upon the medevac packages at DA
NANG or CHU LAI or divert helicopters in the operating area to perform
the mission.

3 Fixed Wing., Fixed wing support wegs reguested by the
Battalion/Company through the Regimental TACP over the TACP(local) net,

2 SECRET
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The Rogimental TACP passed the request to the Mini-DASC via the Task
Force X-Fay Air Officer. A4O/TAC(A) aircraft also requested fixed wing
support directly from the DASC, utilizing UHF or EF communications.

{b) Air-Ground Communications.

, ) 1 Resupply Helicopters, after briefing by the H3T Com-

mandor, checked in with the Mini-DASC for clearance into the operating area
and sav-a~plane information. After clearance into the area the helicopters
contacted the appropriate HST LZ Control Team on LZ Common for landing
control.

2 Medevac Helicopters. After initial briefing the same
procedumes as above were followed with +the exception that the medevac fre=
‘quency was used in place of Li Commene

3 AQ/TAC{A; Aircraft. When in support of units of the
regiment, these aircraf’s checked in with the Mini-DASC and thea the Regi-
mental TACP, which in turn passed them to the regquesting unit.

4 Pixed Wing., These aircraft alsc checkad in with the
Mini~DASC and were passed to their consrollez {A0/TAC(4)) on a UHF fre-
guency. Since ground units at the battalion level and below have exper-
ienced a great deal of difficulty in maintaining the PRC-41 in the field,
all communications with jet alrcraft were haudied by the 20/TAC(4 )0

(3) Air Problems Encountered During Operation COCHISE.

(a) Throughout enciosure {2) mention is made of alr strikes
conducted near troop units witheut proper clearance. Investigation iato
each case indicated that aircraft had followed proper procedures and were -
in commnications and under positive Gontrol of ground units/AC/TAC(4) be-
fore conducting airstrikes or taking targets wmder fire. Corrective action
has been taken to ensure that grouwnd units inform nearby units when air-
craft are performing a mission under their control. Since several aii-
ground nets may be in use simultaneously, the HST and TACP must keep the
ground commander informed on a contimuous basis in order to accomplish
fire support coordination at the lowest level.

(b) Ca several occasions resupply missions were not accom
plished on time, causing ground units to slow their operations to conform
to the aircraft availability. The reasons for these delays were evident-
ly caused by:

°
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L Lack of helicopters due to battle damage, mechanical
failure, or non-availasbility of assets:

2 Unwillingness or inability of the resupply helicopters
t0 proceed to their destination because of priority air strikes or artillery
missions.

3 On several occasions, the Mini-DASC pre-empted re-
supply helicopters for emergency medevac use because the assigned medevac
helicopters were employed elsewhere or were otherwise unavailable.

’

b. Artillery. | (]

, (1) Excellent artillery support was provided by the 2nd Battalion
Group, Eleventh Marines, placed in direct support of the Fifth Marines by
Commanding General, Task Force X.Ray. To support Phase I Battery F was
helilifted to VIET AN to support 3rd Battalion, Fifth Marines, and Battery
A, 1st Battalion, Twelfth Marines and Mortar Battery, 2nd Battalion, Twelfth
Marines were positioned at Hill 29 to support 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines.
1st Battalion, Fifth Marines was supported by Battery D and Battery F(X)
from their normal positions. The Provisional 155 mm Howitaer (TD) Battery,
2nd Battalion; Eleventh Marines and ti.: 2nd Platoon, 5t 155 mm Gun (SP)
Battery were in General Support from Hill 29 and Que Son, respectively.
Upon commencement of Phase II the Mortar Battery, 2nd Battalion, Tweifth
Varines and the Mortar Battery, 2nd Battalion, Eleventh Marines were heli-
lifted into the HIFP DUC area to eupport lst Battalion, Fifth Marines and
1lst Battalion, Third Marines. As Phase II progressed Battery 4 and Battery
P were helilifted into the HIEP DUC area to provide additional artillery - .
supporte Battery A was helilifted to VIET AW to provide support for Phase
ITI, Helicopter support in resupplying the helilifted batteries was ex-
cellent in all respects.

(2) Minor communication difficulties were experienced during
Phase I due to terrain mask. & continving problem was encovntered in -
providing artillery support as a result of the insistence ol some resupplyl
medevac pilots, with the concurrence of the DaSC, that artillery be check-
fired prior to aircraft entering the operating arve. Education on the
functioning of the sav-a-plane system with emphesis on proper check-in
procedures for pilots and the disseminationof safe approach and retire-
ment lanes for the helicopters by the DaSC would eliminaie the majority
of check~fires requested. 4 total of 2500 missions were fired by the 2nd :
Battalion Group, Eleventh Marines in support of Operation COCHISE.
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7. Intelligence.

& Operation COCHIBE provided a test vehicle for a combined regimen-
tal collection point. The facility included an Interrogation-Translation
Team, a Document Translation Sub-Team, and a Counter-Intelligence Sub-Team.

b. anlementation required recalling the Interrogation-Traslation
Sub-Teem attached to lst Battalion, acquiring the assets of the Special
Landing Force, once under the operational control of the Fifth Marines,
requesting augmentation of a CI Sub-Team from lst Marine Ditision and a
Document Translation Team from CDEC, Saigon. Units in the ficld were to
utilize Battalion interperters, Kit Carson Teams, and Vietnamese-speaking
Marines to satisfy the reguirement for immediate tactical interrogabion
and translation of captured documents. While the concept is believed to
. be sound, in practice. it was only partially successful. This was due to
the following factors: -

(1) Inadequate quantity and quality of Vietnamese Interpreters.

(2) Insufficient quantity and quality of Vietnamese- sgesking
Marines.

(3) A Document Translation Sub-Team had been requested prior to
the commencement of the operation. The team, consisting of one US Army
Specialist, arrived after the operation commenced, had no equipment, no
interpreter, and no knowledge of the operational area. After sugmenta-
tion by a Vietnamese Interpreter from D ivision and after briefing on the
area he was able to furnish a rapid synopsis of documents received,

(4) Difficulty was encountered in the timely evacuation of cap-
tured equipment, perscnnel, and documents due to helicopter availability.

(5) Proper tagging of documents, personnel, and equipment re-
quired constant supervision by intelligence personnel. Present tags are
inadequate in +their sbility to withstand the elements. The lack of a

ingle standard tag complicated recording and pr009551ng 1nformat10no

(6) Few deualnees of interest to the Counter—lntelllgeﬂce per=
sonnel were redeived on this operation. The information gained from those
detainees proved to be of no immediate tactical value.

8, Mission. Fifth Marines (~) (Rein) continues defense of 40, provides
security for engineer effort, and conducts search and destroy operations
in the Hiep Duc - Tam Ky ~ Thang Binh triangle to capture, destroy or dis-
lodge enemy forces in the vicinity of the hill mass north of Tien Phuoc
and to capture or destroy the personnel, equipment, and facilities of the
2nd NVA Division and its supporting forces in the vicinity of Hiep Duc.
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9. Concept of Operation.

. ge DPhase I. By H-Hour on D-Day, Fifth Marines (-) (Rein) positions
units to support helilift of lst ARVN Ranger Task Group. Fifth Marines
() (Rein) conducts search and destroy operations abreast Panger Task
Group ecastward to the central plain where BLT 1/3 and two battalions of
the 2nd ARVHN Infantry Division have established blocking positions.

b. Phase II. TUpon conclusion of Phase I, Fifth Marines (-) {Rein),
with BLT 1/3 opcon, in conjunction with three ARVE battalions, execuies @
phased helicopter~borne envelopment into Hiep Duc and the Headquarters area
of the 2nd HVA4 Division. Conduct a detailed search of the area to discover
and destroy enemy forces, suppliies, and facilities in the area.

ce Prhase TII. On termination of search and destroy operations in the
Hiep Duc area, Fifth Marines (-) (Rein) conducts search and destroy opera=
tions along the valley from Hiep Duc northeastward to Que Son.

10. Execution.

8. Commencing 11 August 1967, Fifth Marines (-} (Rein) began opera-
tions on the hill mass south of Nui Lac Sone - . . 4t 0900, 12 hugust
1967, conducted search and destroy operations eastward with two battalions
of three companies each abreast of the lst ARVN Ranger Task Group. On 18
_hugust 1947, Phase I of the operation terminated with the return of two
chopped companies to the First Marine Regiment (L 3/1 and G 2/1} and the
return of 3/5 Command Group to Hill 63.

b. The remaining battalion of four companies executed Phase Il,
Fifth Marines (~) (Rein) assumed opcon of BLT 1/3 at 181200E for the dur-
ation of the operation. Phase II commenced with the helilift of one bat-
talion of four companies and BLT 1/3, in conjunction with three battalions
of the 2nd ARVN Infantry Division, intc LZ's southwest of Hiep Duc, to
conduct detailed search and destroy operations into the base arca of the
2nd NV4 Division. Phase II of the cperation terminated at 25C600E August
1667, :

c. Phase III coumenced at 0600 25 August 1967 with ELT 1/3 attacking
north toward Que Son astride the Hiep Duc - Que Son Road. The remainder

of 1/5 and supporting unite were helilifted to their respective combab
bases. Operation CCCHISE terminated at 0600, 28 August 1967.
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d. Six leaflet drops totaling 1,260,000 leaflets gocompanied by
approximately 20 hours of aerial broadcasts were made in the operational
erea, Themes were: Demoralization of the NVA4 Forces, Chieu Hoi, Safe
Conduct Pass, Inform on VO locations, and VC Mines Kill Civiliams. ~How
ever, no Chieu Hois reldlied.,

1l. Results.

Gie E‘riEIldly -
KIA 4
Dow 0
WIA(MEDEVAC) 53
WIA(IMINOR) 12
MIA . ) e}
NBC ‘ 0

b. ZEnemy.
Nva KIA probable 2
VG KIA confirmed 113
VG KIA probadle 115
v ' 11
Detainees . 96
IWG 35
C3we . 0

c. 361 refugees were evacuated from the operational ares.
12, /Jdministrative Matters.

a. Supply. Paragraph 12.a.(3) of enclosure (1) refers to incomplete
resupply and failure to fill back orders. The following items were in
short supply in the Logistic Support Area during the operations.

(1) Clesning gear for the ML6AL rifile.
(2) Ba-386 batteries for the AN/PRC-25 radio.

(3) " Tape antennas for PRC~25 radio.

(4) Handsets for the AN/PRC-25 radio.

7 SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

003100
20 Sept 1967

(5) Water purification tablets,

(6) Maintenance fioat of AN/PRC-25 radios.

(7) The LSA did not have adequate stocking levels of all sizes
of utility trousers. The problem was compuunded since the LSa failed to
fill requests by substituting the next larger size for those not in stock.

(8) Socks were not availsble.

(9) Towels were not available.

be NMaintensnce. Normal.

¢s Treatment of casualties, evacuation and hospitalization.

(1) Paragraphs 12.c.(4) and 15. of enclosure (1) refer to a neces-

sity for a battalion surgeon to be in the field. Each battalion presently
is assigned two battalion surgeons. Normal employment is for one medical
officer to remain at the combat base and one to augment She Collecting and
Clearing Platoon at the Regimental Combat Base. The Battalion Commander
may change this concept at any time hé sees fit, but experience has in-
dicated this is the most desirable employment of the medical officers in
this regiment. :

(2) The Collecting and Clearing Platoon supporting the Fifth
Marine Regiment in this operation functioned in a completely professional
nmanner throughout the operation, rendering wrprnditiocrs and effective med-
ical assistance to casualties.

d. Communications.

(1) Radio communications to gubordinate vnits while in the
arca between coordinates BT 0724 and BT 1922 during the period 16-20
August 1967 was masked by mountains from both i Lac Son and Hill 29.
This situation required the cepability for relay operations.

(a) Airborne AUTOCAT retransmission was requested commencing

0800 16 Mugust 1967 with the following resultss

1 Assigned aircraft arrived at 0920, one and one
half hours late.
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2 The assigned aircraft was incapable of automatic
retransmission and could provide only one manual relay. This procedure
proved unsatisfactory due to inexpericnce of the airborne relay operator
in MANOCAT procsiures and 1nfantlj terminology and technigues. It is
necessary that experienced inflantry radio 0perators be utilized during
MANCCAT operations with 1n‘anuny units. ’

3 The airborne relay team had neither Division CEOI
nafrequency des1gnators, causing difficulty in establishment of radio
commmnications in addition to mecessitating practices dangerous to com-
munications securlty.

i For the period that relay operatlons were necessary,
relief on station had been requested and approved. However, of the eight
aircraft utilized only two were relieved on station. This resulted in
the temporary loss of commnication with the 1lst Battalion.

(b) iutomatic ground retransmlés1on was attempted by ele-
nments of Commwnications Company, 7th Commnications Battalion for utiliza-
tion by the Fif+th Marines on 16 August 1967, with the following results:

, 1 Insufficient AM,MPC 110 radlo sets were available
for the reguired retransmission capability necessitating utilization of
"AN/PRC»25 radio sets with MK-456 retransmission cables. This arrangement
regulted in either one-way retransmission or no transmission. Suitable
cables should be devcloped and be readily available for AULCCAT use with
AN/PRO-25 radios.

‘2. Freguencies avallable were found to be unusable due
to interference or incompatibility. Spare frequencies must be readily
available to units when employing AMTICAT.

3 On 17 August an AN/MRC-110 radio was establiched
for AUTCCAT orn the Regimental Tactical Net. After trying three frequen-
cies, it functioned in a highly satisfactory manner until retransmission
was no longer needed.

{c) Airborne retransmissicn aircraft were again requested
for 1300 19 August 1967. This aircraft arrived late, at 1410, with the
cepability for one mamal relay operated by the pilots. Once again.this
MANOCAT technigue proved unsatisfactory due to the inexperience of the
cperator concerning MANCCALT procedures and infantry language and techni-
gues,
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(@) Aircraft utilized on 20 iugust performed utilizing
AUTOCAT in a highly satisfactory manner even while flying in a severe
electrical storm. This aircraft also provided support as a flare ship
and air observatior craft.)

(2) Power supply equipment consisting of a W20EMP3A Variac and
PP-2953/U power supply were used to power the RI-523/KY-8 combination for
the covered radio circuit. This equipment is capable of operating on 400
cycle or 60 cycle power and provided a very efficient and reliable power
source for the RT-524/KY-8. It is also designed to switch automatically
- from AC to battery operation upon loss of the AC power source. This
~equipment was obtained on temporary loan from the fmmy, It is strongly re- .
commended that this eguipment be acquired for use throughout the First
Marine Division. . It is already available within the Third Marine
Division.

ee OCivil Affairs

(1) During Operation COCHISE, 351 refugees were evacuated from
the operating area by units under the operational control of the Fifth
Marines. ZEvacuation was to Tam Ky and Thang Binh refugee centerse

(2) Fifteen thousand pounds of Tice wers ovacuated from AP 651212
(B Co, 1/3) and turned over to Quang Tin Province asuthorities. The rice
was discovered at 201155H Lugust 1967, evacuation to the Hill &3 LS4 was
completed at 211730H Auguet 1967 (elapsed time 29 hours 35 minutes).

13, Special Fouipment and Technigues. The Launcher, Tactical €S, 16-tube, .
E-8 was employed as indicated in paragrarh 13. of enclosure (1) by 1st
Battalion, however no enemy forces were in the impast area and the effective-
ness could motbe deternmined. ’

14, Commanders inalysis.

a. This operation was targeted primarily to destroy or capture
tactical units and logistical installations of the 2nd ¥ Division. As
envisioned FPhase I was designed to insert friendly elements between the
tactical elements of the 2nd ¥T Division and their suspected logisticael
bases Marine Corps forces would then drive east to destroy the enemy's
tactical units. This phase would ensure the minimum of tactical units
in the vicinity of the logistical base. Phase II was to be a helilift of
two Marine Corps bhattalions into the area suspected to be the logistical
base of the 2nd NT Division (Hiep Duc ireaj). Phase III envisioned a two
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battalion sweep from Hiep Duc to the Que Son area to destroy enemy tac-
tical elements located in thet area.

b, Initially the operation was to be executed in early Aupgust and
the conceptual ©plan was completed in July. Unavoidable circumstances
forgsed posiporsment of the cperotion umtil 11 August 1967. Despiie tlhe
_‘dilay, t2e operation wan execuied exacily as envisioned in the conceptual

. Plan. . v

¢o During Phase I the only solid contacts with elenents of the 2nd
NT Division were made by the Ranger Task Force in a companion operation
$o the south of Operation CCCHISE and by BLT 1/3 late in Phase I. Eneny
contacts made by Fifth Marines' elements were light and were confined to
‘local force units. Since major contact was not made, it appears that
Phase I did not successfully complete its mission of destroying enemy
forces or aeparating those forces from their base area.

d. The Ranger Task Force to our south becsme heavily engaged with an
estimated enemy rogiment. Because of lack of informatien, we did not ini-
tielly react to this contact. By the time sufficient information was
available and the two battalions of Fifth Marines moved to the arca of
the contact, the VO had fled. This emphasizes the fact that success can
be echieved only if enemy contacts arc edploited repidly. Even a slight
deley provides the enemy a chance to escaope.

e. The area of operation of the Fifth Marines during Phase I was
the hill mass between the Que Son Valiey and the Tien Phuoc Valley. Qur
contact in this area was very light, consisting primarily of snipers and
pines and booby traps. A review of past operations in this area also
indicates that no major enemy units have been contacted in the mountainous
ares. It is evident that we either do not have sufficient mobility o
trap enemy units in rugged terrain or that the enemy confines the bulk
of his ectivity to the valley areas. The latter is believed to be the.
Ccases .

fs Our only major contact was, made with a local force unit, in the
valley erea, late in Phase I. It is discribed in paragraph 10.3.(2) of
enclosure (2). ~This action demonstratses. the success that can be obtained
when reaction to enemy contact is rapid. It also exemplifies the success
which can be achieved by the close cooperation cf the Marine air-Grovnd
Tesme Near perfect coordinatlicn resulted in 40 confirmed kills and 14
probable kills infiic*ed on a TC man force at the cost of only 1 Marine
wounded.
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g+ Phase II was also marked by only very light enemy contact., During
the phase, one rice cache and ons ammulition cache were discovered: A fow
weapons that had been hastily hidden by VC coclie laborers were also
found.

h. The rice cache consisting of over 15,000 pounds severely hem-
pered the operations of one rifle company. The unit had to remain in
place nearly 30 hours awaiting helicopter evacuation of the rices

ie The early withdrawal of the lst Battalion, Fifth Marines fram
Opcration COCHISE forced he prepositioning of that unit for extraction and
moving the 1lst Battalion, Third Marines for Phase III. Thus the entire
ares assigned was not thoroughly searched. :

js Bven though the area was not entirely searched, a sufficient area
was searched to conclude that the modest success achieved indicated that
either the area Is not a base area or that the facilities are wo well con-
cealed and camouflaged as %o escape detection by the average Marine.

ks As Phase II commenced, the 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines was heli-
lifted back to Que Son. This reduced the troop density to one battalion
and made it easier for the enemy forces to evade contact. BEven though
the eneny force in the area was believed %o be sizeablae.. they chose to
avoid contact. Thus the contact in Phase III wes oonfined 1o sniper
fire and booby traps.

15s Recommendations.

a. That future operations be conducwed to fix and destroy the 2nd .
NT Division.

be That complete flexibility be retained during the execution of
all operations in order to rapidly react to enemy contact or inteiligence.

¢. That in all future operations with 4sRVN elements, liaison officers
and forward observers be assigned and that these officers be used to
rapidly appraisc Marine elements of the complete situation in event of an
ARVN contact with enemy forces. This rapid flow of precise information
will permit rapid reaction to exploit such cgntacisa

roy enemy forces concentrate on

de That operations designed to de
st likely be found.

the valley areas where the enemy wil
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e¢e That rice caches be evacuated only when it is possible to complete
the evacuation within a reasonable period of time

fe« That a @ocument Translation Tcam or sub-team be requested from MACY
for all major operations. That such team arrive with mecessery interpreter
and equipment and in sufficient time to permit adequate briefing prior to
commencement of operations. ~

g+ That a minimum of seven o .iiciont interpreters be sssigned to
each infantry battalion.

ke That the standard USACV form 365 (2 Dec 65) be DOdlflCd 80 as *o
be eaqlly attached to detainees. That this form be ‘made of- maserial
suibable for rigorous field use under the various aiimesio conditions en-
countered. That the reverse side of the tag be pminiel for use as
a captured Gocument or equipment tag so that only one type of tag will
have to be taken in the field.

i. Tha’ airborne AUTOCAT resransmission sireraft arrive on station
punctually, fully prepared with operators and eguipment to accomplish the
assigned missions,

j. That power supply equipment W20IMIZA Variac and PP-2953/U power .
supply be acqulred by the lest Marine h1v15139 as a power scource for

the RT—5<4/EV-8,
A
/;>_,4?i¢;;¢>>*"

3. DAVIS
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Battaliom Landing Tesm 1/3
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade

FPO 8an Francisco 96602
SECRET NOFORN

3 September 1967

N

From: Commanding Officer
Tos  Commending Genewr.i, ¥8% ¥arino Division
Vias Commanding Off'icer, 53h.Marings..

1stBp, 3dMar S & C No._0025/-G/
Copy No. A _of 0 Copiss

Subj: Combat After Action hepoxt ( Operation COCHISE)

Ref; (a) BLT 1/3 Freg Order #% (Operation COCHISE) te Operagii,ﬁx ﬁﬁﬁl‘.fgé?ﬂlﬁ

Encls ; (1) Overlay to Operstion GOCHISE, Phase I
/(2) Overlay to Operatiom COCHISE, Phase II
/(3) Overlay to Operation COCHISE, Phase III

1. Qede Name, Operatien COCHISE, Segrch and Destroy Operatifm.

2, Dates and locatien of ag_e_raiimo 11-28 August 1967, Quang Nenb, :

Quang Tin Provinces, RVN,

Subordingte Units

li & S Company.
Qompany A |
| ‘Company B
Conpany ©
Gompaly D
4,2' Mertar Btry, 2/1R

4. Task Organization.

BIE 1/3
H&S Co (~) (Bein
H&S Ce (-
Yet (~) Eq Bn 3rd Mar Div
Det Disbursing Sectien
Det Postal Sectiam B
Det 9th MAB (Radie Relay) ’
Det Hq Co 26th Mar (Radio Relay)
Det Btry A 1st Bn 12th Maz (1aTm)

DECLASSIFIED
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'3, Cormand Headguarters, BLT 1/3 TLtCol. A. I. THRIAS

Capt. MACK
Capt. JORDAN
Capt, IL4NDES
Capt, RBCGZEK
Capt. RICHAHDSGN

Capt, FATTERS

LtCol., THQWLS
CaFfG o MAG\K

Capt. YELLIG !
Sgt LEDFCRD
Lt ZWICK

Cpl MAGGL
Lt JERSON
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Det Hq Btry 1st Bn 12th Mar (NGF’Lm.m)
Logistics Support Unit

Det 3rd Serv Bn
48t Clearing P1t Co B 3rd Med Bn

Det 15th Dental Co
Det IT Team

M&@L

Co, B
Det Hq Btry 1ist Bn 12th Mar (NGF Tm)
FO Team Btry A 1st Bn 12th Mar
Det 2nd P1t Co., A 3rd EngrBn
Det 2nd Plt Co. B 3xd SPBn
Det H&S Co.
Det Intel Seet
Det Med Plt
Det Comm Plt
Det TACP

SECRET WOFURN

Co. € (Rein)
Co, C
PO Team Btry A tst Bn 1dith Mar
Det 2nd P1t Co 4 3rd EngrBn
Det 2nd Pl1t Co B 3rd SFBn
Det H&S Co
Det Intel Sect
Det Med P1t
Det Comm P1t
Det TaCP -

Co. D (Rein}

Co. I
Det Hq Btry 1st Bn 12th Mar (NGF Tm)
PO Team Btry A 1st Bn 12th Mar
Det 2nd P1t Co A 3rd EngrBn
Det 2nd P1t Co B 3rd SPBn
Det H&S Co

Det Intel Sect

Det Med Plt

Det Comm Plt

Det TACP

4,2" PMortar Btry 2nd Bn 12th Mar

2nd P1t (~) (Rein) Co A 3rd EngrBn

2nd Plt (=) (Rein) Co B 3rd SPBn_

BLT RESERVE
Co Aﬁein)
Co A
FO Team Btry 4 1st Bn i2th Mar
Det 2nd P1t Co A 3rd FngrBn
Det 2nd P1t Co B 3rd SPFBn

DECLASSIFIED

Lt. COLR (Usw)
Lt, KiRpsy

Lt. KANTER (USN)
Lt. MCGINN (USN)
GYSgt HERNANDEZ

Capt. LANDES

Capt, RECZEK

Capt, RICHAHKDSCON,

Capt, PATTERSCN

‘It , WENTWORTH

Lt. WYMER

Capt. JORDAN

(1-15 August 1967)

Capt. LARIMORE

(16=31 August 1967 )
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B,

Det H&S Co
Det Intel Seet
Det Med PLt
Det Comm Plt
Det TaCP

Tt Forces,

- .Al'tillel' °
z1j Phase I.

Fire support for the battalion was prowided by a 155mm howitzer
battery located at hill # 29, which gave the battalion prierity
of fires, A-1-12, alse located at hill # 29, provided the
battalion with general support, At times both batteries were
firing simultanecusly.

(2) Phase II,

BLT: 175 wad, belilif sed: mto(’BMd:m@ ‘Zone Hawde with 86 artillery
support and relied entirely on air, Mortar Battery 2-12 landed = .

in LZ Hawk and was ready to fire four hours after the initial
wave of troops were landed., At that time Mortar Battery 2-12 was
in direct support, however, later in the day A=1=12 was landed
in LZ Dove and joined Mortar Battery 2-12 in a direct support
role, Mortar Battery 2-12 was extracted from LZ Hawk and re-
turned to hill # 29 on th.e 3rd day of Phase II. ,

(3) Phase III. . :
A=1=12 prov1ded direct f.‘i , support for the_ battalion and
displaced once to further support the battalion, During the
displacment of A-1=12, F-2-11 supported the battalion with
priority of fires, When A-1-12 was removed from direct support
and returned to hill # 29.on 27 August, priority of fires were
received from a 155mm howitzer battery at Que Son.

‘Missions Fired

Observed 32
Unobserved 43
H&1 ’ 124

Ammnition kExpended

High Explosive 3325

White Phophorus 117

Illumination 84

Smoke 12
Alr.

Helicopter support consisted of the insertion of four rifle com-
panies and the Alpha Commgnd for Phase I, the extraction and in-
ertion of three rifle companies and the Alpha Command for FPhase II,
and the extraction of four rifle companies and the Alpha Command
for Phase III. All resupply, medevacs, detainee extraction and the
extraction of 15,000 pounds of rice were: provided by. hellcop‘ter. Armed
UVH-1E aircreft were used for aerial observation and TAC(4) control
while also running seven gtrike sorties in support of the battalion.
‘Fifty-nine fixed wing sorties were run during the operation with the
terragin gnd the tactical situation precluding the obtaining
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of an ascurate BDA for mest missione, The BDA for the fixed wing and
UH~-1E's were & structures destroyed, 2 structures damaged, 4 second-
ary explesims and 10 prebable KBA.

6. Intelligence,

~ Overall enemy activity in the Amphibious Objective Area was limited
with ane significant exception, During the first phasze of the operation
heavy fire from smgll arms and machine gims resulted in a heavy contsct in
the vicinity of coordinmates 148277. Threughout the rest of the operatien
spergdic sniper fire was the emly cemtact., The enemy in the A0A geperally
evaded eontact by exfiltrating inteo the mountains to the north., Numerous
tunnels, covered.fighting holes, and bunkers fortified the entire area.

7, Missiom,
&» Phase I,

Commencing at L-Hear en D—Daw land by helicopter inte LZ Grouse gnd
eatablighed predesignatsd blecking positlons in suppert of {st Marine .
Divisim operationsz,

b, Fhase 1I,
(n order move by nelilift to the Hiep Duc area and sonduct extensive
search: end destroy ¢perations to capture or destroy the persamnel, .
equipment and facilities of the Second NVA Divisiaen, '

@, Fhase III,
(n order continue search and destrey operations in a N nztheasterly

direction from Hiep Duc te Que Son,

8. Execution. Goncept of Operstioms,
a. FPhase I, ‘

A H-Hour BLT /3 la.nded four rifle companies and the Alpha Command
into LZ Grouss and moved te blocking positions in support of the st
Marine Division. In the last days of Phase I BLT /3 conducted search
and destroy cperations mast toward Highway #1. See enclosure (1),

b. Phase IT,

{n order BLT 11/3 lifted three rifle companies inte LZ Hawk securing
the L2 and surrounding critical terrain for the insertion eof the Alpha
Commend, the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, Mortar Batter 2/12 and
Mortar Battery 2/11, Upon completien of the insertion BIT 1/3 conducted
search and destroy operatioms in the Hiep Duc area. Company A was de-
tached to the 18t Marines to furnish security fer the artillery units
at LZ Dove. 'See enclosure (2),

¢. .Phage 117,
BIT1/3 ¢ inductad searah snd destray . ca,)m*nu ans . Northes st from: Eiep: Duc

‘co Gue Sen,; See enclosure (3.

Chronological Sequence of rivents
110640 The first wave of Co C was hehbomef. The helicopters received sniper
fire en the lift ocut.
110700 The first wave of Co ¢ landed at LZ Grouse. The zane appeared safe,
110720 A1l of Co C was heliborme, ‘
110730 The first wave of Co 4 was helibornew
1$0800 Co C secured Obj. #2 with negative enemy centact, Co C captured 14
wounded V8. All of Go A was helibome.,
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110807
110820
110910
110950
111025
111115
111215

111220

111230
111330
111400
119530
111600
111610
111625
--111830
" 111900
112000

420600

120710
120730
120745

120815
121100 -
o .ployed, with a point ocut. The AQ said they- dppema} 46 be Jcarrying
mortars, An artillery mission wes &illed;...

$24230

121405

124700
122045

422200

130745
130800
130915
130930

Co A movedg Obds#2, Co B spetted 5 V@ trying to work their way
into Go B's positian, They were taken under fire and withdrew,

Co C found 2 degd VC at L2 Grouse, 1 from fragments and 1 from
small arms fire,

The Alpha Command landed at LZ Grouse, Co 4 Secured Obj, #2, and
Co D gécured Obj. #3. : ‘
Co B landed at LZ Grouse and linked up with Co D, Recon and the

- 81mm mortar platoon landed at LZ Grouse, B81's immediately set Gp in

general support.

The 1lift was completed,

411 1/3 unite began meving toward Phase Line Red.
Co D captured 2 VCS just forward of Obj. #3.

'Co A crossed Phgse Line Red and the lead elements of Co D were '

appreaching Phase Line Red.

Co A found & bloody M-t rifle by an a.ntillery crater,

Co A and Co D propossdsd toward Phase Line White.

Co D captured 1 VCS at Phase Line White,

Co A was at Phase Line Wh::.te.

Co D was at Obj. He--

Co A secured .Obj. #i.

co C found 2 brand new French typewriters hidden in the ‘nrush
11 /3 units consolidated in a night perimster,

1-1—12 and Mortar Battery 2-12 are set in at Hill #29.

Two squads from battalion Recon eheckéd: oab -Objy #6. =

The two squads from Recom were inm positian to observe Companies A and

D adva,ncing an Objo #60 ’ p

Co C &ent -a tatrol ibadk!to; cover Obj, #. 4. . -

Co A was at Phase Line Blue,

‘The Recon platoon wes on Obj. #6.

Co D was an Obj. #6 with Co 4 abreast to thu ‘South, :
A patrol from Co B spetted 10 to 15 persons in the open, well.de-

Co B ' had 1 WiA USMC from g friendly, short a.rtillery round, Co B
was unable to give sn assessment on the artillery mission fired at
Ve carrying mortara because they moved into heavy vegetat:.m and the
area had not bveen swept, .

Co B again spotted VC at coordinates 125337, YC were bronght under

- spgll arma fiyes: “(ne VC was wmmﬂed and captured, Co B- sustained

1 WIA USMC,

A1l 1/3 units vere back inte their blocking positims on Ob:). HBe
B=2 made camtact in searching a village at 125337, (ne VC was ld.lled,

and blood stains warranted the claiming of 2 VG KIA _probables, -

4 Co B listening post fired smgll arms and threwa grenade atb

movemsnt forward of their pasition, In the exchange of small arms
1 Marine was killed in the perimeter by stray rounds f:u.-ed by the

VC and megnt for the listening post,

Co A secured Obje. #7e :

Co D secured Gbj. #6.

A Co B patrol ealled artillery an 10 VC at 155525, :

Bazmd on bloedy clothing and drag marks an the geck the'patrel

from Co B claimed 5 VC KIA probables frem the artillary nissian '

fired at 155325, :
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131000
131230

131345
131545

132145
132307

140630

140700
o 'posbedi O8] #5.
140830

4 1030
141300

142400 .

150830
.. 151245

152400
160700
160745

160800

160845
161000

161125
161300

161400
161630

161730
16 1845
161945

A patrol i‘rom Co A found 1 d.ea.d VG buried in a shallow grave,

The interrogation of 3 captured V(. brought out that 8 VC have Dbeen
operating in the area of Obj. # 5. Of the 8, 3 have been killed, 2
were wounded and the reet fled the area. Also brought out was the
fact that 3 veeks ago 300 NVA passed through the Vinh Huy ares
(coordinates 1030) headed South.

Co B reported 1 VC KIA and 2 probables from a.n artillery mission
fired on 7 to 10 YC in a tree line at 115337, .

Co B reported 1 VC KIA ard 1 probable from small arms,

Co C captured 9 VCS when he ran out ofys hole wnder a hute .. ..
The Platomm Sgt from G-2 shecking his §§%bs, ren into 2 VG, He
killed 1 and the ether could be heard moaning se he: mwed off.
through the brush, but he couldn't be found,

Co € found the VC shot the night befm by the Platoon Sgt. He

was. dead.. ‘
Compa.niea A and C a_x:qwmviﬂg y ‘?'@bgect:.ves #8 zmd #9, Rc.connout-

CoD caught 2 vCs when they attempted to run, ‘ '
Companies A and C and the Alpha Command moved in.tracetof:. i
Companies B and D, ‘

A1l 1/3 units iméledfed pesitiomms on 0bject1ves #8 and #9,

211 /3 units secure. Ko eneny cantact. .

Co & caught 1 VCS moving around forward of thei:c perimeter,
Divisian Recon teams om Hills #434 and.#474 were contacted by
radie to check on any movement in the valley forward of Objectiven
#8 and #9. No movementiwas sighted. .

All 1/3 wits secure, No enemy caatact.

Compgnies A and € siartedimgving, .

Companies B and D end the Alpha Commgnd sthrted mevmg in~tracee of
Companies A and C.

Co C called artillery on snipefs at 1411290o

Companies A and C were at Phase Line Peach, .
Go C received heavy automatic weapans fire from 156288 and they
called artillery on Obj. #11. The .5th Marines ran air strikes
on the ridge line South of Obj. #i1., .

Co.4 found g tunnel with 20 2 pound sticks of TNT in it. After
the TRT was blown in the tunnel the Compeny Commander went into
the tunnel gnd wgs overceme by the lack of ‘oxygen. He was medevaced,
6o C had-5 prierity medevacs, but the area was under toco much fire
to bring im helicopters at that time, Co C continued to rum

gir and artillery em (bj. #11. It was difficult to get an assess-
ment becguse the area could not be swept. .-

Co C reported.2 VC KIA and 20 probables from air stnkes,

€o € reported 4 KIA USMC and 6 WIA USMC from initial contact on
Obj. #11, The friendly KIA bodies had- natibeen.recovered, By
Co C reperted 1 WIA USMC from a sniper.

Co A reported 5 VC KIA and 2§ probables from:. artillery.,

A patrol from Co C departed to recover the KIA bodiessfrom the
action $arljer.Artillery fired smoke to cover the movement

of the patrol.
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162235

- 70210

»i70245

170310
M0545

170615 -
170610

170645

170710
170730
170750
170820
170837
170900

' 1‘709'10
171105
174125

171410

171445
171700

172400
180700

180930

181050:
181200

184415
181500
181615

181730

182400
190630
1907%
190730

190745

The petrol from Co C wae back into the perimeter with the 4 KIs
bodies. The bodies were completely stripped of clothing and
equipment, but they were not mutilgted,

An outpest from Co B was being hit hard by alrtomatic wea;pms fire
and infentry, and was partially overrun.

Co B's outpost regained, There were still 2 friendlies unaceowted
for, The Bravo Compaeny Commander felt the outpos:!; was hit by
approximately 1 platoon sized unit.

Artillery fired night defensive fires,
Co B's medevacs were out, Co B reported 1 KIA UoIfoQ but thuy were

not sure of the total ceunt on friendly wounded.. -

“Go C moved out in the asseult of Obj. #11.
Go C met slight resistence moving through Upj. #11, - -
The tanks leaving Hill #29 on the way to BIT 1/3's poaitlon wexe

at check peint #1.

The tanks: were at check point #2.

The tanks were gt check point #3.

The tanks wexe at check point #4.

Co C found 11 Butterfly mines,

Co C captured 3 VCS on Obj. #11. . '

After a thorough search of their outpost area, Go B hsd all friend-
1ies accounted for and bad 13 NVA KIA, The Bravc Company Commander

. felt more NVA were killed and seriously wounded because of the

cries and moans heard from positions forward of the outpost after

“‘the firefight. The total cesuslties sustained from the contact

were 1 KIA USMO and 13 WIA USMG, all from Co B8, Co A, had the tanks

© in sight. AR

Co C found some USHC 782 gear and 4 NVA packs at 15228&
Gompanies: A and B started moving,.

. Companies € and D and the Alpha Command started mov:mg

Go D captured 3 VCS in a villege at 181302,

Co A reported 1 VC KIA and 3 detainees at 175315,

Compgnies A and D and the Alpha Command were cmsolidated on Oba. #15,
Compgnies B and C were consolidated on Obj. #14.

All. 1/3 units secure, KNo enemy cantact, Sy
One platoon from Geo G and cne section of tanks checked ObJ.#15 i‘or '
& battalim pesition and a suitable landing zone.

Co C platoom and tanks returned.to Obj. #34. No suitable landing
sone wag found at Obj. #15. Companies B; C and Recon moved to

Obj. #13 te join the rest of the 1/3 umita, -

411 1/3 units consolidated on Cbj. #13.

BLT /3 chopped Opcen to the Stk Marines. .

The tanks were gent back to Hill #29,

Resupply commenced for the battalion, '

The battalion receisved word by radio that the tanks had arrived

at Hill #299

The BLT Commander and the S=3 held a briefing for 1/ 3 un:Lt lead-

ers on the second phase of Operstion Cochise,

‘A1l 1/3 units secure, No enemy cmtact.

The helicopters were in early for the lift of BIT 4/3.
Companies B and C ware loaded on the helicopters,

The first wave was lifted out with Companies B; C and most of D,
The firat wave landed in LZ Hawk. The aircraft reported no fire
in the zone.
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190815 The last elements of €0 D and the Alphs Command were heliborne,

190950
191010

191130
191400

191430
191830
192400
200630

200815
200905
201025
201120
201155
201210
201330

201630

203700
201730

210700
210910,
210930

211230

211345
211630
211800

211930
220700

Co C reparted 2 NVA prebablec and 2 captured at 12 Hawk, Co B
reported that interrogation of villagers disclosed that the vill-
agers were instructed neot to go North of the river because the.

NVA were masasing their treops there, Helicopters received sporadic
sniper fire from North of the river while inserting the Fifth Marines,
The ingertion of 1/5 was complete,

Co B found 3 NV4 and 1 woman in green uniforms in a cgve at 874210.

Co B ¢laimed 9 probable KIA from blood stains on the ground

where g young male was knocked down by small arms fire.

The lift into LZ Hawk was complete for all units.

An NVA Warrent Officer captured by 1/5 and turmed over to 13

led a pastrol from Co € to rice cache of about 2 tons.”

4 Co C patrol killed 3 VC, captured 3 VCS and found 300 pounds of rice,
Co G killed 1 VC trying to infiltrate their lines,

A1l 1/3 wits secure, No enemy camntact. .

Conpanies B and D moved out to commence segrch snd destroy .
operaticns: within the 1/3 20a, ‘

Co B had ¥ Marine wounded by a booby trap,

Co B secured Obj. #5,

CoB killed 1 VG, .. .= ...
Co B secured (Tbj. #11.
Co D found a huge rice cache at 851211, . T

€o D found 2 VC hiding in a hole,
€o C Hiad & VG detainee try to escape by running toward their
perimeter, The VG couldn't be caught, so when he cleared the peri-

‘meter he was brought under fire gnd killed,

Co B started retuming to the battalion perimeter. Co D also started
returming minus the 3rd platoaon, which stayed with the rice cache
until.dt. could be extrasted,

Co B was back in the perimeter,

Co D°was back in the perimeter, Co B reported finding 1 Stevenyg {2
gaug® shotgun and some shotgun shells in g hut,

Resupply of the 1/‘3 units commenced, : .
Co B moved out to continue search and destroy operations.

The helicopters bringing refugees and rice bege to D-3's positmn
received sniper fire and couldn't land. The refugees and bags

ware placed in LZ Hawk and Co D escorted them to D-3's position to
load the rice cache for extraction. Both 4.2V mortar batteries

were helilifted from L% Hawk,

Co B was sniped at while looking for a site for a river crossing.

They did not find & crossing, but did find a hut m.th 100 Piasters

and 20 AK-40 rounds in it,

Co D reached D~3's positian, CGo B secured Obj. #4.

Co B returned to the battaliom perimeter,

Five CH-46 loads of rice and the refugeses were extracted and

Co D started for the battalion perimeter,

Co D returned to the perimeter,

UH~1E and fixed wing aircraft ran strikes North of the river

on Jbjectives #92, #13 and #14. 15 KIA were claimed, -
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220715 The air strikes secured.
» .220750 The ‘helicopter brought in the rope to effect the river Crossge~
ing.
5 220910 Go B sent 1 squad acress the river to secure the rope for
i " the crossing, ’
221000 “Phe squad from Co B secured the rope on the North s:.de of the
e river, .
221130 Co D had half its. elements across the river,
224330 Co D had completed the crossing and Co G had hglf its elements
o across. Co B challenged & VG, he ren and was killeds |
221“6"00 Co-C was acress’the river, the Alpha Command: was acTro@scand’ half af
Co B was across the river, ' Resupply of the battalion was commenced,w.
" @o' B found a cache of rice and corn. It was bu:med due to the _
tactical ‘situation, ‘ :
224700 All '1/3 units had effected the river crossing..
230800 ' A deta.il from the Alphe Command; @ s vater run, mcmrered an

230830

230930

231000
231010
231135

- 231315
231330

231345
231400
231530
- 231600~
231630
240600

240630
240650
240820
241000
241020

241215

amo cache at 872223,

Co D had 93 refugees desiring to be evn;cua.ted from a v:n.llage at

873225,

Co B reperted a total of 174 82mm mortar :mund.sg 48 60mm mortar
rounds, 24 Chicom grenades, 14 boxes of 60 mm mortar fuges, 27

boxes of 82mm mortaxr fuzes; 8 boxea of 60mm mortar nose deton=

ators and, 26 boxes of 82mm mortar nose detonators;from the arms

s~gache that was uncovered. It was all blown in place except ocme
' ‘sample from each lot number, which was sent to the »5th.Marines.:

A1l 1/3 units moved in continuance of search and destxroy
operations within the battallan TAOR

Co C secured Obj. #16. -

Co C' reported having 1 female VCS a.nd & 5 year old boy. Go B killed
1 ¥C who ran when challengedo : : )

Co G secured ijo #180

Co D secured Obj, #20 and still noving CoD called artillery

on an gutomatic ‘weapenr “1r1ng from Ob;] #19,

Co'B secured Obj, #20,

Co D captured 3 VCS hiding in a cave,

Co D secured (bj. #21.

Co € secured Obj. #19 '
‘Companies B, D and the Alpha Command were consolldated on Obj. #21

D-2 departed back to the river crossing with adetamee who clalmed

‘to know the location of an am@m cacheq

D-2 was at check point #2,

D=2 was at check point #3,

D-2 was at check point #4.

Co B had 1 fr:.end.ly WIA from a booby ¥rap. .

D-2 reached the river crossing, ‘made contact with 4 persons in
green uniforms and csalled in artillery, They claimed 2 prob«
able YC KIa.

‘D2 reported finding ¢ ton of rice, 1 9mm pistol "2 transistor

. radids and severgl rounds of assorted small arms,

241250
241420
241503

250600

Go ¢ started moving.

D-2 "Was helilifted bacsk to Co D pesition,

Co D and the Alpha Commend started moving.
Phase III of Operation Cochise commenced.
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250845 Go D was st Phase Lime Rad,

250915 ©Co D ealled artilliery on b VG =2t 955278, The results were not
known wmtil the area could bs swepb.

251325 Co & bad 1 friendly WIA from a =niper,

2549400 Co D captured i female VCS.

251730 Resupply coumenced for the battalian. -~ .

260300 All /3 wmits started moving. o

260855 ©o A captured & VGCS, i

260955 Co A secursd Cbj. #6. Thres VO were killed/and

269030 Co B secured {bi. #7e One VO was ki'&ﬁa{'é,nd 5

261145 Co A had 1 KIA USID from sniper fire,

261230 Co B killed 2 VC snipsrs $6435%

269550 Co C secured Cbj. #8, Four VCS were captured,

261600 Co B had 1 WIA USM} from smiper fire,

261800 Co C found 300 M=7 rounds and come 762 gear, ALl /3 units were
conselidated in night positigms, o b .

270700 A1l 4/3 wnits started moving. Corw

270845 Co C secured Cbj. #i3.

270930 Co B secured Obj. #14.

271050 Co € had 1 WIA USME from.s booby frap.

271240 Co D and the Alphs Command received sniper five, In the exshange

o of small arms, Go D knocked | ¥C down snd they claimed 1 VC KI&

. prcobadle.,

271645 All 1/3 units weve consolidated at Que Som,

280700 The helilift of BIT 4/3 to Chu Lsi commenced,

284230 The helilift of BIT 4/3 to Chu Iai completed, 4ll 4/3 units started

' preparing for the backload back to the ships of the ARG an the 29th

of m 1’9670

&, Enemy Lossesg : )
43 KIA Confirmed .
76 KIA Probable
53 Detainees
b, Enemy Equipment and Wsapoms Captuwed,
12 K-44
1 SKS
1 9mm Pistol
1 M-9 Rifle
1 Stevens: 12 gayge shotgun
25 12 gauge shotgun shells
¢, Friendly Losses,
8 KI&
39 WIA
Friendly Equipment and Wsapons Losbs
PR¢25 Radio
5 M-16 Rifles
1 45 Cal. Pistol

SECRET-- 1 OFORN

V7

captured,
re caphared,

//
i = 5 N

L

do

10. Administrative Mabters

SECRET-NCFORN
10

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

&. Postal, Mail was delivered to BLT §/3 rear in DANANG, serted by .
company/attached wnits and delivered te Hill #63 for further dist-
ributien to the field, Mall delivery was accomplished every eother
day on a regular basis with the difficultiee being delgy of delive:cy
due to transportation gvailability end timing.

b. Log: istics, 411 resupply was accouplished by helivopter from the LS4
on Hill #63 every other day during Operation COCHISE. Unit resupply
requests came directly frem using units te the LS where wndt diste
ributiom was effecved. All ¢lasses of supplies were available and
provided in satisfactery guantities from LSA, Hill #63, No extreme
difficulties were enceuntered in:effécting resupply, DIuring Qperstion
COCHISE,; BR&Ry; rotgtees amd replacement personnel; in transit to and
from the field, were precessed thru 1/3 admin rear DANANG.

c. Treatment of Casualties and Evacuastion, Casualties were evacuated by
. hel:.copter from the operating area dlreetly te the C & C Platoon es-
tablished at Hill #65, BEZP i/3 supply lisison personnel were placed
at Hill #63 teo c¢laim and safe guard casualty equipment and individual
weapans. Unit casualties were reperted via HST net to BID 1/3 Se1
representative at LSA, Hill #63 and phemed te BLT 1/3 admin rear where
the baitalion persennel efficer reperted directly td ist Bivisiem cas-
ualty reporting sectien. Ne severe difficulties or preblems were
encoeuntered. , ,

.4, Commmications, During QOperation COCHISE logistics commmicatiens
with units in the field were generally goed via the HST net. Commen-
cing Pbase II of (peration COCHISE a radie relay was established and
mgintained at NUI LAC SON for relay frem units in the field to LS4
for resupply; evacuation and movement ef personnel to gnd from the
field.

. . 1. vousgnderis Analysis.

At the commencement of Phasc 15, Mortar Batteries 2/11 and 2/12 ... - Liought
in te LZ Hawk prier to¢ the compietiom of the survey by the recon party fyrom. .
2/11. Cangequently, they were landed in the wrong location and helicepters
had to be fragged te resurn and repositiem the initial elements of the
Morter Ba.tﬁeries. This diéd net have an zdverse effect wn the overall tactical
situation, but the conseguences ceuld have been critical., It is suggested for
similsr operatians in the future, the Mortar Batteries be placed in an "“on-
call® statuz, H&Y fires-were seldom zppreoved or received final clearance to
be fired prier teo 2200s In order to deny the enemy freedom of movement
under the early hours of darkness it is suggested that all efforts be made
to begin H&I fires immediately efter dusk., Especially when the enemy are
known to be in a particular area of operations,
The lack of insufficient time allotted t6 cenduct thorough and extensive -
gearch and destroy Lype operations zppears to be a Commen disorepancy.
Phase II was cut short by two days which prevented BIF 1/ 3 from completing
coverage of the Battalion's Zme of Actiom,

BLT ¥/3 received a warning eorder at 1600 on D:2 te be prepared to effect
a river crossing in the Battalien’s Zone of setien en the morming of D+3.
Due to recent heavy rainfalls, there was no suitable crossing site as the
water level hgd risen and the curremt was too swift fer a men to walk across
the river vithout the aid of some type of cressing equipment i, e,, lines,
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rubber begts, flotatiem devices ete, The above itsme were requested but the
Battalien enly received ane lime, Seversl persunnel were nearly drowned,
but fertunately ne ene was lest in the eperatien. In additien, due to the
lack of adequate equipmendy an embirs day was reguired to complete the
crossing. It weuld appesxr that prier detailed plamning and coordinatien
might prevent reoccurances of this nafure in future operations.
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