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LCdr Bo TAKESHli! CRe USN 
(8-~ll August) 

Lt T. Eo BRU1~E1 }vIC USNf~ 
Lt W, D. OVERFIEIJ) DC U8NH 

(1-5 August) 
Lt S. J. WILSON no USNl~ 

(6-31 August) 

2nd Batta.lion, :J'i.ftn iV;a1:'i.ncs ccmtir..U8S unclar the operational con­
trol of First Marine Division. Frem 1 to 3 Pngust ,3rd Battalion 
participated in Operation PIKE, vnder operational control of the 
First Marine8~ 'J:he per:J.ooJ. }-9 AugUst was devoted to planning an.d 
preparation for O:peration COCHISE. . Or. 9 August units commenced p:t'QI­
positionir~ fo~ Cperation COCHISE, ~lich was oonducted from 11 
August to 28 .8:ug'.lGt. Upon completicn of tho Operation, Fifth Marines 
cOIlllllenced. J:'·etractj.on from the field and disnJ.ac:ement of units to 
Seventh Marines TAeR for participation inCIJ8:cation YAZOO. 

Logistic support for all u..r:::.t,'J oonti~':.12:;' to be prcvidod by the 
Logistic Support Area at the R8f.:·ime.l1ta~. (!C':::~JG/ i:Jas9 wl'lile restock­
ing of the LSA was acoomplished '::y J!J::)t(':i~' :.o.;~Yo.)- frcm :Da Nang on a 
near daily basis" B...'1~in.eer e!'f'',):c-: 'iAiC'.s i'cc'J.secl on preIa.:::ation of . 
roads, living areas, a helico:;)'l~(:~ :'r;,nd.ir.g ::;;ai at the :'~,8il, and re. 
vetting the stor8..Q'9 poir.ts at -::,'18 H1J~ in a!l.tjJ~ii'ation of the mon­
soon seasano Helicopter conh~"J.ed. to be the oniy mode of :€ans­
portation bet\\reen the Regimental Combat Base ani lst]a aQ{~9 "Com-
bat Base at (ilJ.e Son" . ~?' \ 

~/ \ 
Personnel s9rvices were vastly impr.o'ITed 'd:c th in8~Dlla;t:t\.n ~~\\ 

mobile Post EX~:'1ange and. a Disbt:rsing Offj,co a't the EE:giment"ll (J[ib .'\ 
Combat Dase. 'Il1.€se facilities y!i he Post Offic8 1 ar\J capa13 .e,~~ \ 
of supporting: 1st :Battalion J.. . J.e ~c .. ~l" 

. . . .~.i\~0~~'~~~ . @ Defens~ ve pos ns ~~1¥\i~o ~mpr~ved'" at--b0th"",comba~ 
bases.. P::ot=~ti e~~~~et ' .n. positionf rw'WS1Pe~"f61.~~~ ~ 
Combat 0Peraulons ~er . ere wer.e ccnstrrc-tecl;'-at,-e.aoll"lOQa.:t~.o~. 

I 
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vTi th the completion of the bridges north of Tam Ky and subsequent 
assumption of security responsibilities by TIF/f? Gl:::..ts, 3rd 39.-;;ta­
lir:n "Tas consolidated a.nd Battery W, 2r.d Ba-';i:;alic'll, ;'j:VY:';,:!. .. :::,;i.: :;;--K:oZ:"1es 
displaced to the Regilnel~tal Combat Base. Security continued. to be 
,rovided to Compa...'1'lY .A~ 9t..1-J. Engineer Battalion~:c: tl:e road effort 
on National Route #1 north to the Song Ba Re.'1. in support of convoys 
from. the north. 

PAJ.I£ III 

1. r..8r~or!l1el a:"(~_;!..~:Eli~.§tra.!::'on. Dm·ir<..g tr..';) mon·i;l-;, of' August 1967 
the Regiment 3xperie:::J.ced a tixrnover of approximately 316 personnel 
of which 189 rot2.ted to C02T'C'S.. ;'(;.}'ere evaouated. The average 
chargeable str;:.TJ.gth was :27 Ih:dnG off:\cers ana. )073 ¥Jarine enlisted. 

Casual ties fOJ? t!18 :month of A'Jg;lSt ar", as follo-~;s: 

HqC0 

'il'"· J... , 

2/5 I .. 

)/5 

TOTAL 

a" EL.9D'r{o 
~._.·t_ 

2d 2 

" l 

~r""'l 
jr.., 

, . o 
87 
38 
.~o 
.x.~" 

'j" 
· .... i 

liED 

c 
2 
2 

.,.Q 

4 

! 1 ) ,,~, ;::::~18r,~ has !)Ge:::~ :,c T::G.[<.:',~: ~:::.CU0';.88 -'-" ::::::::19 and blJoby 
trap ir,~ici811t8 ';;i:at can b(· c(;I.1;1,,( .:~;:,~ .~," ,"~,\,-:; c f Fif'~,':l I~rines to 
Hill 63 (BT J3:545';'), I"1 -;;hL; C;'.lL'1.eC~lc:(:, o!iL;r one incident of AT 

" ,. t d . Ii I 6~" . . . . . . t., Ta k/ m~~nng ~li12 U8ei .. :;:'epC1:[: e. (.,;:~ 4 <,_Ci..g ;' ~",'. c(J~::le'J·ij:LOr .. W).'(''" a J. n 
Infantry pa ·~roJ... :::loving abrea.st of route 535 between Hill 63 and the 
Comba t Be.8G a.t Que Son (B':: 035545) ~ 8. 50~100 pound mine was located 
at a 10r,1 S:. is til?'}: hac. been u3ed on 8:::V'3r& 1 orev:l.0'us occasions 
(B'f rOJ.2 c

,· 'i~n' ""8 Pc' "::1 ~'-' T'l L'a .... +·'·'/P"" ir,Q r" 'T' ill 'ld blown \ •• .J.,. _'- /0 1.L e 'v.' .~ •. LLl. -'u ._ L L. J'_,) : "".g L~e ,'-' ,.ea. 8" 

in Ji 12.:~':: ~ 

(2) Sus:r:-ected use of 75mm RR. On 290315H, Fifth Marines 
peri:re~~!c'3r (El 135445) l'ecei-n:'i. 3 Jx:\mds of "J.identi:':ied,9 ir.,coming 
fire. Cra.:'jeJ.·ma.l=-'s:'s t8?.Jil JCF::E":;8;si~;sly identified. rm~rls as 75mm 
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RR fire from BT 124428. Fragments recoveree. the next day revealed 
rotating bands with lands an.d grooves ,. Crate,-s 're::::if:~ed as bej.ng 
made oy flat trajectory weapon. F:r8.0"'lllents .. rere foxvia,rderl lulder 
separate cover, :,~equestj.flg technical analysis and id.er.tificatic.'·.L,. 
Tt.is is the !'irst reportee. instance of 75lJJIll RR fire dir9ctea. 
against Fifth IVJa.rine units in this area. Firs t J.v.farires: vieira. ty 
:BT 1853., :.::"e~orted receiving 75IrJn RR fire during Operation PIKE 
(4-7 Jrug 67). Only k~ow.r... units known to be armed with 75m.m. RR are 
GK 32 En (12X75mm .FeR) (PJ(A.l RQ. 22 Bn), 2nd l~VA Division, and 2lst 
INA Regiment (u:1kX75mm Plt), 2nd NVA Division. 

(3) A.n en6;::y attaok, on 6 P..ugust, against '~he ltF 00, at 
BA BEN Bridge (.87 1(2510) afforded. F:;i..fth I"Jarines opp0 rtUI'..i ty to 
furJcher (-JrD.ploy the Regimental L:.terpreter~ Report:3l' of the attack 
weTe relayed by the COP to IV!JC BAl Scpec::'al Zone Hqs. The commander, 
in. turn, relayed thE:: data to 5':ifth Xa't'ines FSCC on t~i.e hot line 
connecting the t1\O :posts. T..18 Interpreter I3.c~e:l as the coordinator 
between the :mee a.nd tl:e :;'o~1e ComT!).5.::;'d.E;;.:'~ and the mission vas fired. 
::Humerousrepeat perfoxmaJ1ces !la:i7'C occ".lrr(;;d. Si:IJ.C8 j to the nutu.aL, 
benefit of alL. 

(4) Explcitation of infol.'maticr.. aGquired during interroga­
tion of de'i;ainees 0 

(a) Interroga"tior; of d8';~aw.ep.Oj ua:ptured 13100011 ::'"0-

vealed the following about va tactj.cs rega:r.ding rice dispersal, 
~'Families in Cam :,8. 'ill (H) vici.ni tr Ii' 08C'~::»,,{; .. ~~:i rno:ce than 300 

pounds of :rice are harboT.:;'ng VO ·sa.)': :c'i:'c 0;: '-'ice confiscated from 
ref'.lgees. 1t 

(• \ T'nt~ .... 7 t..; "... f'" "t···..;, c>,' .'1';" 1 "'ITe " f'eld e; .....,. e.1._oGa. .... J •• 0 ... \.<.'" ·C' .. ' ...... .J ",,_.,C. 08eo.. .. , nune ~ .1 

with approtimo,tely 50 mines? l:s.;:; 0;'loCi';'" :i:;,s·~a.:iJ.ed vicinity :gr 095371 
on north side (If h:U.L 2()11:S:F U~3:t;8~;. YG cbose 'tl"Li.8 locaJ.8 because 
Marine pa troll> 
casionso 

resti.ng 

Be'.rel~aJ_ ot.her ir:st~:'Ge8 of ex;loi ts .. tion of data 

(] ~ ("'erio'cp' '" fP<o>~'"" J.~ 'od"-l ··..:.."toa "I _J... .~v 1,,8.l;:1e~ 0 ' '\C .... ~(L l".J .i. ~a ~. emen ~.~ 

cache sf "r 00 .o 5,C'J mor~Q.:~ ::'o:m1e) ll-pc.t: .8xploito,tion~ no mo!'tax rounds 
were found 9 hcwever, a 9mm Pistcl~ 4 l/""ITA ::.aGks~ 2 Transistor radios, 
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a Quantity of clothing and sotle doc'.:rnents '"ere reOo'tered. A cache 
of 200X82mm mortar rou."lds~ 30X60mr, !:10J::'t2,!' r:::'~'.Cl.ds, £'U .. '1:'::8 '3JlQ. 6.et.<tna­
t:::re ~.;e,s uncovered in the same gE.~T~Gral :.oca1,' en ti:o prevj.ouSI day. 

(2:; Anoth.er de~GaiCl.e.3 is 6va.:.t:'..ng exr'lc:;.tation. 
He claims knowleage 0:' 3. cacb.e of r:reepons, ammo~ and 13. hi.din:,! place 
fer 6uerrillas vicinity grid sqL~:re AT 9729. 

(3 ) 
of a minefie1Cl. oLthe 
on '26 AU::,o-ust 1967 n 

Y'Jt ano thor detP..inee rliport'~6.. t.h.e locetion 
nor~~ sid~ of the !'oad, vicinity AT 905240 

(4) D:.l.- 5 eXIle i ta ticm 0 f a de ta.ir.ee 's offer to 
lead. elerJents diO !li,,; OP on 25Il,.ugu.st, vi~ini ty NT 874264, netted a 
large thatched c1.i.iiding (4!)lX2Ji), ::me ge.11on of "r!8-.""Ir., cooked rice, 
and one 60 year old d8t8..ir::ee~ [l.:; elem".mt approached LCD, a, single 
shot ,·ras he3.rcl. Possible T,rE;.!'r_~.::c.t· 8h()~ by loceJ. security, allCJNing 
pre-arranged wi U::.d:ra:.r8.1 of 2..::1y e~e"l:T fo:!:'ces t:h:" t Liligh -c have beon in 
the i3.:;:-ea. AnDt.b::,:, ;)~i_zea·tle med.ic;:;2. Glj;;n?J.y 08.che "7808 foun:l in the 
arc?, ~AT (90257) later in the rnorriing, reve&ling packs, mosquito 
netting, ke:cosmne) wasll basins~ cups, pote, 250 surgical masks, 
25 gas masks, a large surgical sterili~er, clothing,l SMG seri&1 
r~umb8r 577117 :~i:Y'·O;t.·a.:;. ma,g3.zir.es ~ri'hl1 ammo, 6 Ea]?S, 17 record 
books] E" 'Inf Ur~i t one, d:::,ugs~ blood plasma, end pills. 

(5) Fj..ra:"l;h on 2C, ,,:;'·,.:...gD.S·l'i ';" xallier from '':;he a 
R,,2Q 3n t'xcned himself :'n to ";.':,e l~.::' o~;e:;;;~),~': a;t BA RFH B::.'tdge (BT • 
102510) ~ Fifth Har2.nes ITT ·,.';o.s E.f.:;\~::':;'.("d. 2..:~' O[JJoL'tv.n:ity tv interro-
gate subject for several ho:.::rs 0::' 27 .';::!':,8-::, tie revealed lmowledge 
of a wea;pon8 cache some;-.::J.erG :~n the -·.c:,.,:·j.:d.ty of BT 0148.' He offered 
to lead a patrol Jco the si -t.B~ !.l .. f:<';:~!.:·.':' .. -L":;;:l ·I·n:'.;~ passed to Division, 
the rallier i'T8.S r.eintervis''';e ~.~ e.L!~. ct,';0011 Br~ :"E;.S assignr::d tte mission 
of e:x:ploi tatioZ'J. of ·~he d.a··~;e· • 

. b. \Veat!l~. Precipi ta tton :illcre::,,,8il ir~ 'c.c.e J.a tter portion of 
the month. 

Co '!.'e:::Ta:.:i.1.,. Vi+,1: thQ increase in precipi ta tiO!l, the terrain 
became l~;st;:'-~fticable for t:tacked ve'J.icles. 

3. T;?ai"('~.l}g, :Dt;.ring tl·ie :eeport2.ng period, 
been-operatf'lg' L"1 whole or psX·c continua.lly. 
a.octrination ?rogram has been m.ain~aine6. for 
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listed men prior to assignment to a Quit. This program promotes 
a better understal1.dL.'1g of their mission and b::-ir,gs these perSOYlIlel 
~p d3te on the latest enemy equipillcnt ~d ~acticso 

Emphasis was placed on the following sUbjects: l~CO Learlcrship, 
Fire Oontrol and Application of Fire a:r:c Small Unit Tactics, The 
bat"':alions utilizod combat rax.,c;?os .for familiarication firing of the 
N 2..6; to obtain ba tUe sights, and to improve fire discipl:L.'1e and 
control. 

~rhis command is presently 'braining personnel i.'1 USe of ine Star­
light Scope. Sniper Platoon personnel that had not been trained. 
wi th the 11-70 Romington Rifle attended Sniper School 8,t Da lIang. 

The follo"rbg schools "rere uti:::"ized during the month of 'August 
1967: 

NCO Leadership 
. Vietnamese ~anguage School 
Vie'~name3e IBn,'!,u<1ge School 
j\lD.I!l"Lmi tisn Techr.icicm Schoo~ 
PqychoJ.og:Lcal Operation School 
Givic. Ac.tion Orientation Jours", 
:;:li.f6:'l~:i.:t llea.pons Repair' School 
Embarkation Course 

~-2g.§:j2£:l 
OkiYl2;w~ 

GkinavJ."1 

Da Hang 
o lci.na-1l8. 
:;),,1 Nt1ug 
D9, l'fa,ng 
Ok:;'na;.va 
})a Hang 

Nc at ter.ded 
'--~'16-

5 
2 

2 
3 
2 
,1 

4. ~~~~.~. 3ro. 3a ttalion pa):··i:;ilJi7?ate~: :'J. (·lJer;.1"tion ?IKZ 'Cnder 
operational con":rol of thA Fi.::,st ~"~S.,·ii!83 fro::::. 1 so 3 Jlugust. en 9 
AV-b'1lst, 3rd Eatt2lion dEpa:!'+'e;~ fer 0'12 ;':lc)l1 anr:;' on 10 AUg''J.st both 
tattalicns and t..'1e Regi!1icnt,3,l Co:niJE.;::>.G. ~;.-:-o"'J:p ;Jiove0. in-'::o positions 
for Cpemtion CO"JRISE. Bot::.'l0-':·t2,lic:cs ;.)t1rticipe,t8ci in Phase I, 
'i.;hich ended on 113 Augt).st. ):c·d 3a;ctalic:n Comma;:.'1d Grmtp then 1'6-

tur~eG.. to t..'1e Com.ca.i; Base, while 1st BCl.ttalion participated in 
Phase II "Ti th 'bro cOI2panies ::; .:t!isacb. ~~8;t';;alion" P.h3-se II term in·· 
ated on 25 August, B.:1d Phas!3 III on 28 Aug .. lst. 

ItftElr comp(.etion of (Yl;9ration COCIIISE y Fiftt.!. Marines c:)rnmenced 
displacircg GCF1?anies to tbe Se",:renth !tiarines in support of Opera.tion 
YAZOO. Qgerations in support of the Vieble,mese National Elections 
bega.'1 i.mn1ediately follov!ing OPera.tion COCHI25L A one·~day!Jwo-com­
pa1W operatj.on V."aS cODductee. east of Xe,tional Route #l on 29 August 
in support of 'che Di8tr::'ct liee,dquarters at; Tha;ng Eir,~ tihich had been 
a ttacice i the pr'3vious night. 

'7 
I 
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50 ;F;~ ~..E'£.ort<> The. 2nd Battalion, Eleyenth MarinG3 (l/y~.tim.1ed as 
the artillery unit in direct suppor'c of ~a Fifth Marilles'o During 
the month of AUoO'\lEr"Ii the following mies:tons were fire/tl, :In snpport of 
t..~e Reg~e:'lt: 

9].2 JELQ.:§ ll£ lQTAJ.!, ~d'.9Jl ~tY!;E Alo-:Q NG OF ROllND3 EXPENDED 
397 333 1152 ·::Sc[ 105mm HE -~~586:;--

42 8 49 Jcr}"J 1JM 1549 
193 137 1295 W? 2609 

,9·;;q.'!;L~. ______ .. _,.....9L-
Tor'.!:.'!.! 30116 

43 54 254 666 155mm HE 4096 
28 2" .J 264 II.,I}Jl'1 119 

Q.'t:tJ~Z_~ ___ . __ -2~ 
TOHI. M64 

155 79 029 16:'4 4.2mm HE 9363 
63 34 454 ILWM 693 

viP ,. ----.,."..-,..~ 
{lZ..L-

'l'OTAL 1~)685 
7 

..., 15 56 155G't1TJ . HI" .120 , . ~! 

8 13 6 IIJJUM 20 
~I_ .. _._. _____ . __ . __ _:S:2 
TO'J.'ili.. 473 

6. .;<;li-:r_l?EJ!.129~" During ;.ugust, 27420~OOO pounda Qf a'.E cla.sses of 
supp.:.ies w'ere lifted by I'irwl; Ha:cine Aircra.ft wjng helicopters: :1.n 
suppo:c·~ of.' the Fift.l-J. YJarj.ne R.eg-.L'llentc ~his 'G0'~aJ_ j':'1c1ud.eat: 1 9 600,000 
pOu.'"lds in support: of the suppor'ci:ng r"rtillery oattaJ.icin1 2/11, a.nd. 
820,000 pO:1n.d.s of resuppl;Y-n The tota;:;_~, d.o r.c·:; i~v;h~d.e supp::'.les C3:r .. 
riell on hel:1.~o:vi;el.'s utilized da:Lly bytbe ]:sr~c" 'cor i08S- it include 
emergency :rBsuP:91~T or tactj.ca~:_ :::l';l~.cC\~·\;S!: :::'.fJ;;1'; i.n su.r,port of Opera:t­
J.on aOCI:IISE. 

D"J':'ing August; 7 ~\ perSC':lHJ W3J:'~ +'::::3 . .:aSVJ::: '[;ei as }v~ea.e"<{ac I s: in t.1.e 
follo'N'j.ng oatago:t.':'c8a~ 34 U811Cl~r.:::,;,':., ;2 liiiVG N3G~ 10 '::IV'ILIllliS~ and 
2 A'ft:VJ.'j. ':;;h.is to tal dOG s not inG:~il,i8 ti:j,('3~: rer30~mel ~li';ld.e"ii'·aced by 
helicopte~: ass:l.e;ned. to the HSrr' 1:.':) l1.GdEFi·["-.c he:.:;.aopt·?I'S durj,:'1g operation 
COOHISE. 

Fixed \~.rj.ng 3:.lpport" These totals are C(l7ered seperaJtely by 1st 
BarGtalion ac.d. 3rd J3a-ttalior.", 

AO/I'AC(A) Supporh F.:"~Cill::" A1:.gu.l'rli unt:.; '~he COIDmf)YlOemen::; of 
Operation COCEISZ on 11 AU.g"J.S-\:;f' 52. AO/'J:AC(A} :li§.~t8' 1,e:::'6 fl;)wn 
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:ir~ support of the Fifth Marines. D"U!.'ing Olleration COCHISE, t..'1.e 
Fifth Marines '-'Iere supported '-'Ii tb. 24 hour a day AO/TAC(A) coV'erage. 

7. LoKi-sties. During tb.e month of Aug:.lst;. cons-kuction 0f ~he 
Combat Operations Center bunker Was ccmpleted. Construction effort 
for the preparation of the CF complex for the monsoon season con­
tinued. Heavy rains recently fell on the CP and indicated erosion 
problems that will arise during the monsoon season. Co B, 1st 
Engineers commenced installation of culvert •• here erosion wa:j the 
gre.atest, drained and piaced culvert in the 3rd Battalion MOtor 
Pool, raised thelevei of the water point area by adding till c .... irt, 
bull t up the berm in the LSA and the lAvel of the revetments -to 
facilitate drainage, and commenced cur.siruction or an all-weather 
road around the base of Hill 63. On 27 August, the bridge 07er 
the Song Cau La:.'. Was des'Groyed by the 'lC I necessi -eating resupply 
be helicopter for several day::;, 1!J. ferr~r operated by the 9th Engin­
eer Ba ttaJ.ion \oras pu'c in serY-ioe, and t.!Je Donvoys resumed, although 
only a fww trucks couJd mab, tt-~e trans::" t during high tide. 

8. Civil il.ffai=s/Oivic ~~ctiQ1l. Durir.g Av.g\:tst the he.mlets of 
TlIli.1'R KHE (1) andT2) v;ere moved ;,v-ith t.':!.e assistance of USMC vehicles 
a~d und8r the supeI~ision of the Civil Affairs Officer to provide 
better !"ic=.ds of fire for -:he R:i.L 63 complex and :ir.cre3.se safety 
for the ,,-nlagers. In'Tcr::·~i;.;a·t~.(m.s were comductea. into serious in­
cidents resal hng ir. d.e3t:1 or i!:;iury to cbiUe,r..s or c.estt'uction of 
their prcper'cy.. Solatium :oa;yrr.ents v.'s:::'e macla \"!::Gre Fifth 'J'if.ar:t,nes or 
suppox'tiYl2,' vni ts 'Were at f21iL t. v:i.llager~ "'he> desired to re-loca.te 
graves fl'om the Hill 53 com"fJlex '''E'e gi7e'" Ec'S~.:~t,.'3.:r.ce in the.f'orJn 

. of wooden boxes anG. t:can8:p,.)~:'·:8.:'v.' .. r •. ;:, C'rr: cai:-:::.gravGEi of historica.l 
S:'@1ificance :"ere ident~fied, marK<'lI:.1; ::;,.ld will be :preserved. The 
PHU HUONG Village Chief gave >L u!~.~c'Ta:;_ for tl:e removal of a 
sugar cane field which li:n:':!:s::. c::8er:"'l.(;:!,()l"i i::-om o.e::'E:nsj.7e positions. 

9. ~chol0it~9..§-l_Warfa:;.>e. }1'{-:;ensive Payc.::-:.ologlc&,} 1,.o1arfa::08 operations 
were conducted throughout ·t.,; G;-';.e SO;l c· Theng Idn..'1 <- E:i.ep Due Val1~Y' 
during August~ principally in support of Operation COCHISE. Themes 
emphasised were: Demoralization 1 Chieu Eoi t Rewards for Mines and 
Booby '1:capC9 anri. Oorribir:2::' K]_g..~.t of A~Llied Forces" ~~C'ditionally, 
several extnn3i 7e Pay{.."'p::.s campaigns n.ot related. to Operation COCHISE 
were conducted throughout ~he area of Operations.' i~me~ used were: 
Health and H~Tgiene7 DO:'llt :~\:.<>;< '-r;~ and Lcntt :-'::'.: f~:Q:;1 l~9,rines. 

10 0 Kt,r,:.;Hc,§,I·... Dnring Operation Co:JIDSE, the Medical section rendered 
med:i.cal st:ppor7. to the Jollec ting and Clearing ?l2:boo::l by providing 
them with vxgently needed medical su~plies and additional stretchers. 
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Seve:::.'al casual ties (U .. So I Yietr.calLe~A? and 1e~a::'nees) 1';8re e2so tran­
sported by the Hq Oc~ Fif~1 Marii:.ee embulancs from tl:..e :l,SA to the 
Collecting and CleaI',ing PIa "soon • 

. :J.Il i.ns .. ,tJtiolde fegging mautLYJ.6 for nse ~.:1 tr.e centro:!. of ii1USo-

9.ui toes ',,'-0,8 ob·c,air.ed frcm th8 rrE:vGr.~i'\"'-! medicine sectio::., ~i3A:Ca 
Nang) on a J?ermanent. bs::d.P s alcl€; wi-:;h severel C.'3.IlE of Na.lataiFJn in­
secJ~icid.8,) Dail~r eve~ing' sp:cayL~g a.~ thp. Hill 63 complex: ha~1 been 
c'Jue dUl'ing this perio'L gree.ti.y J:edll.ci:'1t!G:'l.e m02qui to popu1ationo 
.A ~.ight trap was alsC' oiJtained fo::" use :).::-. ,,"rapping sr.J~~,;.l ir138cts .-
~·;hich 2..7.'e sent to t!~e epide.:nilogioal lo.1)or2.';·::):::.':r at -the .~~;.~:, :fSi' .. , _ 
La Nang to determine if a"1Y insec-cG arp carriers of dis?3.3·a. 

One Vietn'1mese chile frQm a nr:"a:c'oy ham::'et who 1>:a8 'J11nd c:md 8uf­
fer~.:ng ,vi th e. severe case of ::onjuTlc·~:i.7i·i;is Was -crac.ted l')y the Regi­
menteJ. Surgeon. IvIuch ic-:rrcJ'e,:1sE":; lias noted fo11o'\I'ing -::;reatmeTI. +'0 The 
follcwij,'lg number of patie:ccE; cu,,1'8 '!-reatnd ..=r:Jring this rcportj:r.g pel'­
iod: 

Hq Co ~ Fiftl1 l1a,riE8s 
O~!).eL8 

Tota.l t:::-eated 

Ii. report of 9, cho1e:· .. " ontbreb:c by- th<3 office::- ~_:1 8.~arge of 1000.1 
PFs v,'"s i!lvee:tigated. 'Oy 'W1.'3 Reg:i.r:r-rr:.ta:" S·~·LL:geo;::.,. The f.ind.int,c "'~:::"2 
P. -':;n-cal Qf ei,sht (8) chEdTe!'. af.fectsd. wit; ... a~;~'Fe of infan:cilr, _ 
diar::.:hea; not cho1e:::-a. Of these (~j.g~lt, six d:Led '0efore they cO'lld ., 
receive a.dequate medica.l C8.::e. 

Immu'YJ.jza tions were s.drr, ';.;.~'. i;' i'(;):"·.·ii '~J ,,1~ :ieadqu:;.r-ters Ccmpany per­
sonnel on 4 AugllS t 1967. ':;:'t.c /o:,.= . ..:.,-:.:.')g vaocines we:::-s g i. ven~ 

Gamma Globlli.in 
Plague 
Ct.'Jiera 
TjiJ.lt'.c:'~s 

'J':fPhc.id 
T(;"cs;(ms~':Diph th e.;:' ".a 
TOn;~ 

10J 
~.o:J 

50 

Dur ing the month, the ;:;:'0g:~ms11ta.l Hed.io.:ol S c'') tior. rend.ered assis­
tance in 'i;he irJl.l'l1ullization of perso::mel from Tarl.k Bn, D1.gineer Bn, 
and -1:.'>2 I,S."., These iL':rr"_"l1iz,e:~ions '''8:'(;: ir: 3.ddi tion to the :;:>egule,r 
j.lllill'J.::,:.izac::'or .. s e.C!oiniste:r:er1 ":;0 ,;)f>:'s'Jnnel 0: ~), COmI)e.n~r9 Fiftl:. )1arines. 
A to tal of aPPToxima tely :5<) ::x.u::nmi?i'1 tions Ii! 0:.'8 given to 0 t,.'ler per 
sonnel. 
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11., ~~.:3!2. The Dental section treated 207 patients d'lring the 
reporting period. They were from the following ~its with the 
f 011 O"! ing figure s ; 

1/5 47 22.9% 
3/5 46 22.3 
2/n 37 17.9 
9··~h En,;r . 13 6.3 
Hq Co 31 14·';) 
1/3 17, 6.3 ~-' 

AT En 8 )Q9 
FLC 4 1.8 
.~ ,J.. 

.LS" Engr 2 .9 
1st SP 2 .9 
3/11 2 .9 
lJSA 

, .5 .. 1. 

PO'd 
, 
--~ ... 

TOTAL 207 

120 Che..plain. Durmg the rEll orting pGriod the Regimen+,al Chaplain 
held ~renty-four (2d) services •. A total of 685 personnel attended 
the services (Protestant)~ Coverage was given to Nui Lac Son, 1st 
Battalion, 3rd Ba.ttalion~ lUll 29, 2nd Battalion, Ei_~\/\G:,'::..c. rJrfi,~;:;':::G,:1 and. 
Fiftr. Marines HGadquarte::::s. Romar. Catholi·:J cover2.ge "'2.8 given at 
the sam9 units. 

1" . 

PA}:'l' rv 
<,"!,_~~ .. ·t 

OHRONOLOGY OF :5~j:S;~:£C!NATE; COi"li1.AlIfl)S 
AN.D SUT:'')R:Jli:C- l·crFl\I;:rr.r.n::::;: 
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}IElCQ.UIi..RTEP.s.~ 5':.11 X'LlI.1UllES 
1st Marine Division (Rein) Fleet ¥EXine Fbree 

c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 96602 

3/BJC/phm 
003100 
20 Septe~ber 1967 

From: Commanding Officer 5TH MAR S&C mts 
To: 
Vias 

Commanding General, 1st Marine Division 
Comma~ding General, T~qk Force X~Ray 

Subj= 
Q O/0"32-&p' 

Combat Operation After flOtion Report -I 
(a) DivO 3480.1 I Copy NO. J 'Of I Z. 
(b) 1st Yl8X Div ~nO 93-67 (Operation COOHISE) 
(c) Task Force x....P..~ OpnO 1-·67 (Operation CCCHISE) 

Ref: 

Enol: ~l) First 13attal:i.on, Fifth I'Tarinos Combat Operations After .Action 
'.t ~ ::teport [. k Is} 

j , (2) Thi:r.d Batta.1r.lon, Fi;!;th ~1ari.nes Combat Operations After Action 
Report :"",-- 3/!>j 

" (3) """'Batta.lion Landing Te8Xl 1/3 Combat Operation After ll.ction Re-
port. 

a. Phase:r,,, 110900H to 181700F. August 1967 

b" Pha.se IL 190600H to 250600Z .ii:1g'Ust 1967 

c.. Phase III., 250600H to 280:500:::\ Augt.::.st 1967 

3.. kOGati,.QD.& 1,{0&"lg Noo and Quang Tin Provinces, Republic of Vietnam. 

Fifth Ma~,,~i.u~3 (-) (P..ein) 
P~fth 11arines (-) 

Eeado.';.arters Comnany 
1st :C{~,tta:::'i,on, Pifth ItCarines (-) (Rein) 

3rd Battalion, Fifth ¥~ines (-) (Rein) 

DECLASSIFIED 

Col S. DJWIS 

Ca.p t R. J. SA'LV ATl 
LtOol Po L. EIL­

G.ARTNER 
LtCol G. B. WEBSTER 
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1st 13arttal1on. Th:l.::'~ ~I:.:;;t':ir..63 
(, PRA.SE II· ~Jd n: ) 
Co ~(-)t 1st Ener..neer 3n 
Co E, 1st Shore Party Bn 
Co A(-), 1st Tank En 
Co E(-), 1st Anti Tank En 
Collecting and Clearing Platoon 

6. §..U"Ql:H;l1·_ti~.t£ms. 

a.. ~ir. 

• 
LtCol A. I. THOMAS 

Capt R. A. MORGAN, III 
Capt R. R. OtNEILL 
Capt W. J. BRITrON 
Capt A. H., G:.P..EEN 
Lt K. L. SAC:\: UZNR (Me) 

(1) Excellent air support was p~ovided to the Pifth Marine Regi-
ment throughout all phases of Cperation COCHISE. Expecially noteworthy e· 
were the assets m£l,de available fot.' the troop lift on D-Da.Y of Phase II, 
whe~ 26CH-46 and 25 UH~34 celicopters were utilized simultaneously for 
e. tactiC9.l lift of troops. AiX' d.iscipl:i.:~G d:u.t':'ng ·the troop pick-up, ren­
dezvous, and l&~ding phases was exo~plar,y, resluting in an efficient and 
smoothly coordinated vertlca..1. GT!.velOI):rnent by hlO battalions. 

(2) The following resume of aircraft communications procedures 
and. tho air sv.:p:port request chain u;;.d.JJ,god: during the operation is set 
fcrth as bac~t;:g:r0und fer d.iscussion of the air communications and support 
problems enco'W"ltered .. 

(a) Air Request Procedurese 

1. Resupply. The HST Commander, located at the LSA, 
Hill 63 ~ was ta.sked. to provide res1!:p:pl~r fOl~ both organic battalions and 
BLII' 1/3~ The HST ComD.ander requ8stc.i d.a.Hy 'tlo:cking helicop.ters from the e 
Task Force X-Ray Air Officer, a.f,-ii \~'8.s l1o:r.ma:U.j'· provided four '[;H..,.34B air-
craft fro.m 0700.-1800" .I\:.U res1..1.J:rpl:;T :ce~.;:i1.·:<S·~c; ",8.':8 consolidated at "vhe bat­
talion level a..."ld passed to the l:'.e.~ G:;rrlI]22.1:3.e;: ',.,ho sc;"'J.cdulod the resupply 
runs" 

g Nedice.l E-v8C'.1a,tion. EacL o.8.y a medical evacuation 
'Package consj_sting of 8, UH-3413 a.;:10. 8. UF_1B escort was assigned to the 
FST Commanct'Sr a.nd stationed [l.t the 1SA for medevac lJ.se only. If those 
aircraft ,,!ere :cefueling or OXl a mission~ the HST. Commander passed the 
medevac request throug:.h tile ~ask Force Y_P-ay Air Officer to the Mini­
DASG? The J'l'd.r..i.-D.A.'3C CQuld ei thor call upon the medo',ac packages at DA 
HANG or Gl1:U LAr or divert helicopters in the operating area to perform 
the mission. 

i Fixed Wing. Fixed wing support wq;s requested by the 
Batta.1ion/Gompar.y tlr:'0ugh the Regi..Jnental T_II.CP over the TACP(J.ocal) neto 

2: s:a:mm 
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The Regimental TACP passed the request to the ~ni-DASC via the Task 
Force x...P.ay Air Of'ficer. AO/TAC(A) aircraft also requested fixed wing 
support dixectly f::m;mJ. the ]liSC, utilizing UHF or EF communications. 

(b) Air-Ground Communications. 

1 Resupply Helicopters, after briefing by the HST Com­
mandor, checked in with the ~ni-DASC for clearance into the operating area 
&~d s8v-a-plane information. After clearance into the area tho h~ficoptera 
contacted the appropriate HST LZ Control Team on LZ Common for landing 
control.. 

.? Msdevao Helicop tars. After i!.l,i tiaJ. briefing the same 
procedU!!es as above were followed with the exception that the medGvac fre­
quency '"as used in place of L:::. Commcn~ 

1 AO/TAC(A) Ai:::'Cra.ft.. When. in support of units of the 
regiment, those aircraf'~ checked in with the l1ini-DASC and thea the Regi­
mental TACl?, which in turn pas'sed them to the requ9:;;ting unit .. 

4 Fixed '{ing.. These aircraft also checked in with the 
Mini~·DASC and vlcre- passed to their com:; £'011 03.' (AO/TAC(A») on a UI-IF fre­
quency. Since grour.d units at the battalion level and below have exper­
ienced a groat ,deal of difficulty in nL~intaining the PRC-41 in tho field, 
all communications with jet, aircraft were hand:1ed. by the AO/Tl~C(A)~ 

(3) Air Problems Encountered Dvtring Operation COCHISE. 

(a) Thrbug~10ut er..:::::.osure (2) meJ::~ion i13 made of ai.r strikes 
conducted near t:r.oop units ,dthcnt pJ:qyer cle2.rf.L::,ce. Investigation into 
each Case indicated that aircraf"t ha/:, followod. proper p::::'ocedu±os and ~.,e~e . 
in commu...··lications and under posHi7e control 01' ground units!AC!TAC(A) be­
fore conducting airs trikes or taki.ng targets Ullder fire. Corrective action 
has boen taken to ensuxe that gro1:.nd u.ni ts infon nearby units when air­
craft are performing a mission una.er their contxol. Since several a'iJ:'­
ground nets m~ be in use siw.utaneously, the HST.and·TACP must keep the 
ground comma;:1der i~ormed on a cOl1·~inuous basis j,n orde;r to accomplish 
fire support coordination at the lO'l-lGst level. 

(b) On several occasions resupply missions were not aCCOm­

plished on time, causing ground units to slow their operations to conform 
to the aircraft availability. The reasons for these delavs wero ovident­
ly caus ed by ~ 

,; 
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~ Lack of helicopters due to battle damage, mechanical 
failure, or non-a.vailability of assets. 

,g Unwillingness or inability of the resupply helicopters 
to proceed to their destination because of priority air strikes or artille~ 
missions. 

2. On soveral. occasions, the Mini-DASC pre-einpted rc­
supplyhcl~copters for emergency medovac use because the assigned medevac 
helicopters were employed elsewhere or were otherwise unavailable. 

be ArtilleI"J. 

(1) Excellent artillery support was provided by the 2nd Batta.lion 
Group, Eleventh Marines, placed in direct support of the Fifth ~~ines by 
Commanding General, Task Force X-nay. To support Phase I Battery F was 
helilifted to V!ET 1U~ to support 3rd Battalion~ Fifth Marines, and Battery 
A, 1st Battalion, Twelfth Marines ana MOrtar EattGry, 2nd Battalion, ~~lfth 
Marines wer~ positi9ned at Hill 29 to support 1st Battalion, 3rd }fuxines. 
1st Battalion, Fifth Marines was' supported by Battery j) and Battery F(X) 
from their normal positions. The Provisional 155 mm Howi ta.er (TD) Battery, 
2nd Battalion; Eleventh I;Jarines and ti.'j 2nd Platoon, 5th 155 mm Gun (SF) 
Battery were in General Support from Hill 29 and Que Son, respectively. 
Upon commencement of Phase II the MOrtaT Battery, 2nd Battalion, Twelfth 
l'Iarines and the IVJortar Bat-tery, 2nd Battalion, Eleventh Marines '''ere heli­
lifted into the ElNP DUe area to support 1st Battalion, Fifth Y~rinos and 
1st ,Battalion, Third Marines. As Phase II progressed Battery A and Battery 
F were helilifted into the HIEP DUe area to provide additional artillery' e 
support. Battery A was helilifted to VIET AN to provide support for Phase 
III.. Helicopter support in resupplying the heliJ.ifted batteries \.as ex-
celJ.ent in all respects. 

(2) Hinor communication idfficul ties were experienced during 
Phase I due to terrain mask. A continuing problem was encou .. l'J.tereo. in ' 
providing artillery Sl:tpport as a result of tne itisistal'J.ce of some res1),pplyJ 
medevac pilots~ w.ith the concurrenoe of the DASC, that artillery be check­
fired prior to aircraft entering the operating aX'v8o Education on the 
f-:mctioning of the sav-a-plane system with emphasis 011 proper check-in 
p'rocedures for p'ilots and the dj.sfJ~inationof safe approach and retire­
ment lanes for the helicopters by the DiJ.SC would eliminate the majority 
of .check-fires reques ted~ A total of 2500 missions .Tere fired by the 2nd 
Battalion Group, Eleventh Marines in support of Operation CCCHISE. 
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7. Intelligence. 

8.. Operation COCHISE provided a test vehicle for eo combined regimen­
tal coll.ection pCint. The facility included an Interrogation-Translation 
Team, a. Dooument Translation Sub-Team, and. a Counter-Intelligence Sub-Team. 

b. Implementation required recalling the Interrogation-Traslation 
Sub-Teem att8Jched to 1st Battalion, aCCluiring the assets of the Speoial 
Landing Force, once under the operational control of the Fifth Marines, 
reCluesting augmentation of a or Sub-Team from 1st l'1arine D;ivis.io~ ~d· a 
Document Translation Team from ODEe, Saigon. Units in the fiGId were to 
utilize Battalion interperters, Kit Carson Teams, and Vietnamese-sps.eking 
Marines to satisfy the requirement for immediate taotioal interrogation 
and translation of captured documents. \ihile the concept is believed to 
be sound, in practice, it was only partially successful. This was due to 
the following factors: . 

(1) Inadequate quantity and quality of Vietnamese Interpreters. 

(2) Insufficient quantity and quality of Vietnamese- (jy.a·aki.ng 
Marines. 

(3) A Document Translation Sub-~eam had been requested prior to 
the COmmenceme..1'lt of the operation. The team,· oonsisting of one US lI.rrny 
SpeCialist, a:r:rived after the opera.tion commenced, had no eCluipment, no 
interpreter, and no knowledge of the operationa.l area. After augmenta­
tion by a Vietnamese Interpreter from Division .and after briefing on the 
area he was able to furnish a"rapid syno~8is of documents received~ 

(4) Difficulty was encountered in the timely evacuation of cap­
tured eqUipment, personnel, and documents due to helicopter availability. 

(5) Proper tagging of documen.ts, personnel, and equipment re­
quired constant supcr\Tision by inte::'.ligence personnel. Present tags are 
inade'luate in their ability to withstand the elements. The lack of a 
si~~le standal~ tag complicated rocordil1g and processing inf~rmation. 

(6) Fe,·, detainees of interest to the Counter-Int911igence per­
sonnel .,ere reCeived on this operation. The iniormation gained from those 
detainees proved to be of no immediate tacticaJ. value. 

8. ~ssi£a~ Fifth Marines (-) (Rein) continues defense of AO, provides 
s'ecurity for engineer effort, and conducts seareh and destroy operations 
in the Hicp Duc - Tam Ky - Thang Binh triangle to capture, destroy or dis­
lodge enemy forces in the viCinity of the hill mass north of Tien Phuoo 
and to capture or destroy the personnel, equipment, and facilities of the 
2nd lIVA Division and its supporting forces in the vicinity of Hiep Due. 
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9. 90ncept of Operation. 

a. Phase I. By H.-Hour on D_Day, Fifth Marines (-) (Rein) positions 
units to support helilift of 1st .tRVl~ Ranger Task Group. Fifth Marines 
(-) (Rain) conducts search and destroy operations acreast PEmger Task 
Group eastward to the central plain where BLT 1/3 and two ba~talions of 
the 2nd ~VN Infantry Division have established blocking positions. 

b. Phase II. upon conclusion of Phase I, Fifth ~arines (-) (Rein), 
wi th BLT 1/3 opoon, in conjunction with three JIRVN battalions 9 executes a 
phased helicopter-borne envelopment into Hiep Duc and the Headquarters area .. 
of the 2nd NITA Division. Conduct a detailed search of the arE:a to discover _ 
and destroy enemy forces, supplies, and facilities in the area .. 

c. Phase III. On termination of search and destroy operations in the 
Riel' Duc area, Fifth M~ines (-) (Rein) conducts search &~d destroy opera­
tions along the valley from Hiep Due northeast;!Ta;rd to Que Son. 

10. E.xecution. 

a. CommenCing 11 August 1967, Fifth Marines (-) (Rein) began oper~ 
tions on the hill mass south of Hui Lac Son" . At 0900, 12 August 
1967, conducted sea.!'ch and de.:9troy operations eastWJard with two battalions 
of three companies each abreast of the 1st ARVN Ranger Task Group. On 18 
AUb~st 19671 Phase I of the operation terminated with the returf of two 
chopped companies to the First Marine Regiment (1 3/1 and G 2/1) s.ud the 
return of 3/5 Command Group to Hill 63~ 

b. The remaining battalion of four companies executed Phase 110 
Fifth Marines (-) (Rein) assumed opcon of BLT 1/3 at 181200H for the d~r­
ation of the operation. Phase II commenced with the helUift of one bat­
talion of four ootlpanies and .B1T 1/3, in oonjunction with three battalions 
of' the 2nd ,ARVN Infa"1try Division, intc, LZls southwest of Hiep Due, to 
conduot detailed search and destroy operatiOns into tne base aroa of the 
2nd NVA Division. Phase II of the operation terminated at 250600R .August 
1967. 

c. Phase III cOJlm.enceci. at 0600 25 August 1967 with BLT 1/3 atta.cking 
north toward Que Son a~tride the Riel' Due - Que Son Road~ The remainder 
of 1/5 anct supporting units vere helilifted to their respective combat 
bases. Operation C CDRISE terminated at 0600, 20 Aus-ust 1967 .. 
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d. Six leaflet drops totaling 1,260,000 leaflets ~oOl:1panied by 
approximately 20 hours of aerial broadcasts were made in the operational 
area. Themes were: Demoralization of the NVll Forces, Chieu Hoi, Safe 
Conduct Pass, Inform on va Locations, and VC Mines Kill Civilians. How­
ever, no Chieu Hois ra..1..lied.~ 

a. Friendly .. 

KIA 
DOW 
vlIA(MEDEVAC) 
'4Iil.(HINOR) 
MIA 
NBC 

b. EnetlY_ 

4 
o 

53 
12 
o 
o 

NVA KIA probable 2 
VC KIA confirmed 113 
va KfA probable 115 
PW 11 
Detainees 96 
rwa 39 
CSI'lC 0 

c. 361 refugees were evacuated from the operational area. 

12. kdministrative Mat~. 

ae Supply_ Paragraph 12.a.~(3) of enclosure (1) refers to incomplete 
resupply and failure to fill back orders. The Iollowing items were in 
short supply in the Logistic SUP90rt Area during the operations_ 

(1) Cleaning gear for the Ml6.A1 rifle. 

(2) BA-;86 batteries for the.Alf/PRC- 25 radio. 

(3) 'Tape Jmtennas for PRC-25 radio~ 

(4) Handsets for the iill/PHC-25 radio. 
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(5) Water purification tablets$ 

• 

(6) Maintenance float of Iu~/pRC-25 radiose 

(7) The LSA did not have adequate stocking levels of all sizes 
of utility trousers. The problem was compuunded since the LSli. failed to 
fill requests by substituting the next larger size for those' not in stock. 

(8) Socks were not available. 

(9) Towels were not available. 

b. Imntenance. Normal. 

c,. Treatment of casualties, evacuation and hospi tali zation. 

(1) Paragraphs 12.c.(4) and 15~ of enclosure (1) refer to a neces­
sity for a battalion surgeon to be in the field. Each battalion presently 
is ass:igned two battalion surgeons. Normal employment is for one medical 
officer to remain at the combat base and one to augment the Collecting and 
Clearing Platoon at the Regimental Combat Base. The Battalion Commander 
may change this cO!lcept at any time he sees fit, but experience has in­
dicated this is the nest deSirable employment of the medical officers in 
this regiment .. 

(2) The Collecting and Clearing Platoon supporting the Fifth 
Marine Regiment in this operation functioned in a completely professional 
manner throughout the operation, rendering 0.r;pqd:'"'~::tC".:3 '3.!ld effective med- A 
ical assistance to casualties. ,., 

d. Communications. 

(1) Radio cOLlmunications to subo'rdina te tmi tf) while in the 
aroa between coordinates BT 0724 and TIT 1922 during the period 16-20 
August 1967 was masked by mountains from both imi Lac Son and Hill 29 .. 
This situation required the capability for rel~ operations. 

(a) lrirborne AUTOCAT retransmission 'MaS requested commencing 
0800 16 August 1967 with the following results; 

i Assigned aircraft arrivoCi at 0920, one and one 
half hours late. 
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Z. The assigned aircraft was incapable of automatio 
retransmission and could provide only one LlanuaJ. reia.vo '£his procedure 
proved unsatisfactory due to inexpericEc8 of the. ai~'borne relew operator 
in MliliOCAT 1!:t'oood.tu:es and inra."ltly terminology and techniques. It is 
neoessary that experienced in:fi:antry radio operators be utilized during 
MitiJCCllT operations with infan·~r.Y units. . 

i . The airborne relay team had. neither Division CEOI 
D~frequency deSignators, causing difficulty in establishment of radio 
cOIlllnu.nications in addi tio!"! to necessitating practices dangerous to com­
munications security. 

!For the period that rel~ operations were necessar,y, 
relief on station had been requested and approved. However, of the eight 
aircraft utilized only two were relieved on station. This resulted in 
the temporary loss of communication with the 1st Battalion. 

(b) .Automatic ground retransmission was attempted by ele­
nents of Communications Company, 7th Communications Battalion for utiliza­
tion by the rifth M~nes on 16 August 1967, with the following results: 

1.. Insufficient AN/MRC-110 radio sets were 8.,railable 
for the requi:>:>od retransmission ca.pabili ty necessita.ting utilization of 
AN/PRC.-25 radio sets with lVlK-456 retransmission cables. This arrangement 
resulted ir. either one-wa.y ret:n:al1scission or no transmiss·ion. Sui table 
cables sho'J.ld be developed and be readily available for li\JrrCX:~.;,T use with 
ANjPRC-25 rad_ios. 

'z. Frequencies available were found to be unusable due 
to interference or incompatibility. Spare frequencies must be readily 
available to units when employing AUTXliT ~ 

l On 17 AlJ€Ust an l'llr,/MRO-110 radio '\oTas established 
for AUTCGAT on the Reg:UTIental Tactical 1Iet¢ After tryj.ng three frequen­
cies~ it functioned ir .. a highly satisfactory manner until retr8ll1smission 
was no' longer needed. 

(c) Airborne retransmissicn aircraft were again requested 
for 1300 19 August 1967. This aircraft arrived late, a;t 1410, with the 
capabili ty for one manual relay operated by the pilots,~ Once again. this 
l1ilNOCilT technique proved unsatisfa.ctory du.e to the inexperience of the 
operator concerning 111!.NOC1~T procedures and. infantry language and techni­
ques. 
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(d) Aircraft utilized on 20 August performed utilizing 
AUTOCr& in a highly satisfactory manner even while flying in a severe 
electrical stom. This aircraft also p't'ovided support as a flare ship 
and a.ir: observatior orafts 

I 

(2) Power supply equipment consisting of a W20HMJ13A Variae and 
PP-2953/U power supp~ were used to power the RT-523/KY-8 combina.tion for 
the covered radio aircui t. This equipment is capable of operating on 400 
oycle or 60 cyola po'\>/er and provided a ver.J efficient and reliable power 
source for the RT-524/KY-8~ It is also designed to switch automatically 
fram 11.C to battery operation upon loss of the JiG power source. This 
eg,uipment was obtained on temporary loan from thE. ~;;mriTo It is strongly re- _ 
commended that this eqUipment be 8Cg,uired for use throughout the First 
Marine Division. It is already available wi thin the Third I'1arine 
Division .. 

e. Civil Affairs 

(1) ]v.ring Operation COCHISE, 361 refugees were evacuated from 
the operating aroa by units under the operational control of the Fifth 
llIarines. EV8C1..1ation was to Tam Ky and Thang Binh refugee centerse 

(2) Fifteen thousar_d pounds of ricE'! We,-~e 9Yac· •• .a;~ed. f.!,QIll AT 851212 
(B Co, 1/3) and turned over to Q'.lang Tin ?rov~nce authorities. The rice 
was discovered. at 201155H lmgust 1967, evacuation to the Hill 63 LSi\. was 
completed e..t 211730H .ll..ugust 1967 (elapsed time 29 hours 35 minutes). 

13. ~ecial 'fguipment and Tec~ique§.. The Launcher, Tactical as, l6-tube, e 
E-8 was employed as indicated in paragraph 13ft of enclosure (1) by 1st 
Battalion, however no enemj- forces were in the impaot area and the effective­
ness could 1\01; be detemined. 

14. Commanders .b.nal;[si§.. 

a. This operation was targeted pz-:tGlarily to destroy or capture 
tactical units 8....'1.d logistical installations of the 2nd 1l:l~ Division. As 
envisioned Phase I was designed to insert fri~dly elements between the 
tactical elem.ents of the' 2nd NT Division and their suspected logistical 
base. l"Iar:ine Corps forces would then drive east to destroy the enemy's 
tactical units. 'mis phase would ensure the minimum of tactical units 
in the vicinity of the logistical base. Phase 11 was to be a helilift of 
two Jvl'3.rino Corps battalions into the area suspected to be the logistical 
base of the 2nd NT Division (Riep Due .ll..reaJ.. .Phase III envisioned a two 
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battalion sweep fronr. Hiep Duc to the Que Son area to destroy enemy tao": 
tical elements located. in th2t area. 

b .. Initially the operation was to De executed in early August and 
the concep'hlal :olan was COl!lpleted in Julyo Unavoidable circumstances 
forQeC' P!Jf:i'~'Por.~<.fD:t uf the Cl"'ilro.tion ~x· .. 1);i1 '1: . .A.~st 1967. Despi-c9 tl:e 
:1ielay, tie operation via,a exeo'J.ted exac'c':y as e:rr,,:'sioned. in the conceptual 
.~~~ -

c~Durip.g Phase I the only solid contacts with el_enents. of the 2nd 
NT Diyision vlere Llade by the Hanger Task Force in a coopanion operation 
to the south of Operation COORISE and by BL'J: 1/3 late in Phase I. Bber:1Y 
contacts made by Fifth l'1a.rines' elements were light and were confined to 
local force units.. Since major contact woo not made, it appea.rs that 
Phase r diel not successfully complete its mission of destroying enemy 
forces or aeparating those forces from their base area. 

do The Ranger Task Force to our south became heavily engaged with an 
estimated enemy rOgiment. Beca~me of lack of information, we did not ini­
tially react to this contact ~ By the time sufficient information was 
available and the two battalions of Fifth Harines r.1oved to the area of 
the contact, the va had fled. This emphasizes the fact that success can 
be achieved only if enemy contacts art:' eXploited rapidly. Even a slight 
delc\y provides the enemy a chance to escape .. 

e. The area of operation of the F:ifth }Jarines during Phase I was 
the hill mass between the Que Son Valley and the Tien Phuoo Valley. O~~ 
contact in this area was very light, consisting primarily of snipers and 
mines and booby traps. 1!- review of past o:perations in this area also 
indicates that no major enet~ units have been oontacted in the mountainous 
area~ It is evident that we either do not have sufficierrt mobility to 
trap enemy units in rugged terrain or that the enemy confines the bulk 
of his activity to the valley areas" The latter is believed to be the 
casee 

f.. Our only oajor contact wa..'3_ made with a local force unit, in the 
valley area, late in Phase I. It is discribed- i.'1 paragraph 10. j. (2) of 
enclosure (2). This action demonstrat0s. the suocess that can be obtained 
'tlhen reaction to enemy contact is rapido It also exemplifies the SUCceSS 
which can be achieved "!Jy the close cooperation of the l'1aril'le .tur-Grovnd. 
Teeilll. Near perfect ('()oy:dina.-';;:'cn resulted in 40 confirmed kills and 14 
probable kill:'> infl:'c'!;ed on a 70 man force at the cost of only ). YJaI';ine 
'VlOundecL. 
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g. Phase II was a190 marked by only very light enemy contact. 
the phase, one rioe cacho x,)J~_ one aJII!Illmll ticm. cache '~ere discave:::oedo 
weapons that had been hastily hidden by VC coolie laborers were also 
found. 

During 
A ff1ol1 

h. The rice cache oonsistiLlg of over 15,000 pounds severely haIil­
pered the operations of one rifle co~any. The unit had to remain in 
place nearly 30 hours awaiting helicoptex evacuation of the rice~ 

if! The early withdra",al of the 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines fran 
Oporation COCHISE .forced ;he preposi tioning of that unit for extraction and AI 
moving the 1st Battalion, 'F.tUrd Marines· for Phase Illo Thus the entire ,., 
area as signed was not thoroughly s.oarched. 

j. ]},ren though the area was not entirely searched, a sufficient area. 
was searched to conclude that the modest success achieved indicated that 
ei ther the area is not a base area or that the facilities are wo well con­
cealed and camouflaged as to escape deteotion b~T the average Ma"dneQ 

k" As Phase II co:mraenced, the 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines vras heli­
li.fted back to Que Son. This reduced the troop density to one battalion 
and made it easier for the enemy forces to e73,deo contact. Even though 
the enemy force in the area ""as believed to be siz-ea-blet. they chose to 
avoid contact" Thus the conta.ct in Phase III was oonfined to sniper 
fire and booby traps. 

a. That future operations be conduc~ed to fix and destroy the ~nd 
NT Division. 

b. That oomplete flexibility bo retained during the execution of 
all operations in order to rapidly react to enemy contact or intelligence. 

c. That in all future operations with .ARVN elements, liaison officers 
and forward observers be assigned and that these officers be used to 
rapidly appraise: Marine elements of the complete 8i tuation in event of an 
1U1VN contact with enemy forces. This rapid flow of precise infoTIlation 
will permit rapid reaction to e~~loit such c ntacts~ 

d. That operRtions designed to 
the valJ;ey areas where the enemy wil 

\ 
\ 
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e. That rice caches be evacuated only when it is possible to oomplete 
the eyacuation wi thin a. reasonable perioo.· of ti!i.e~ 

f. 'I'hat a. aDoc'.l4Iont Translation TQam or sub-tea,.-.;j be requested from MAOV 
for all major operations~ That such team arrive with necessary interpreter 
and equipnent and in sufficie!lt tfue to permit adequate briefil1g prior 'to 
commencement of operations. 

g. That a. minimum of seven :r.j:;.it,;L,;c.'.'~ interpreters be ass:Lgned to 
each infa.ntry battalion. 

h$ Tha'c the standard USACY form 365 (2 Dec 66) be tl.odified so as to 
be eas ily atta.ched to' d.etainees • That this forn. be .. 'made of' ma'~erial 
sui table for rigorous field use under the various o1,:tJ.::11:/J~,O conditions en­
countered. That the reverse side o.f the tag be pr::"'!".""0C. for use as 
a capturec docl,,'JUent or equipment tag so that only one type of tag will 
have to be taken in the field.. 

is ThD:c airoorne AUTOCA'.: :;:oo'craJ.lsr.Usaio!l G.iraraft arrive on station 
punctually 1 fully :prepa.rea. "d th operators and eqUipment to accoL1plish the 
8,Gsig:'l.ed. mss'ior.s ~ 

j c. That powGr su.pply eg,uipnent \\T20I-D'1I'jA Variac and PP-2953/U pcwer 
supply be acg.uired by the First YJarine Divisi5l-If as a power scource for 
the RT-524/KY-8: ~/ . 

~~~ 
S.? I'A7I8 
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BattaliC8l Landing Team 1/3 
9th Marine .Amphibious Brigade 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

Froml: Co-.nd.1Jlg Officer lstBn. 3dMar S &: C No. 003-~(:!eZ. 
Copy No. :1 tJ of G/-O CopltI To: COJlUlallding Gene:t,"-J.., 1st· Jriarirto.Divisi 

Via: Comanding Office;.:, 5i.tLMariD:~5;:, 

Subj l Combat After Action hepoJ:i; ( Operation C.ooHISE) 

(a) BLT 1/} Frag Oreer #1 (Operation C<XlliISE) to Oper~tff ~rige7 FILES 
En~h J (1) 

J (2) 
.(3) 

OV'erla7 to Opera.tion COOHlSE, Phase I 
OVerlay to OperatiCID. COOHISE, Phase II 
Overlay to OperatiCBl COCHISE, Phase III 

e 1io 

OD (D3/-61) l 
Oede llaae. Operat1a1 CctmISE, Sea=:h and Destroy Operati 0 1 

2. Dat •• and looatic or opera;t;iano 11 ... 28 August 1967" ~LDk:~~.iM.i.~.'iJO~O~~F~'~~.:..-. 
Quang Tin PreviDc e8, RVN. 

3. COi:lI'lIilld H,eadquarters. BlLT 1/3 LtCol o &. I. moos 

Subordinate Unit. 

Ii & S C 0DIPa1\Y 

Company A 

'Company B 

Com~C 

Compai.J'D 

Bm 1/3 
H&S Co (-~ fliein) . 

H&S Co -
.uet (-) Rq:Bn }r4 Mar Div 

Det DisburaiDg SectiCll1 
Det ~tal Sectian 

Det 9th MAiB (Badio Relay) . 1-

Dei; Rq. Co 26th Mar (Radio Rel",,) 
Det Btl'Y J. 1. :6n 12tA M&u (IIlTm) 

1 
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Capto ~lMJK 

Gapto JORDAN 

Oapto LA.N:JJES 

o.a.pto R&CZEK 

Oapto RICRAHDSOO 

Capt 0 PJ,T1:ERSQN 

LtC 010 ~HOl<1A;:;: 
Capt" MACK 

Capt., YELLIG 

Sgt LEDFORD 
Lt ZWICK 
Cp1 MAGG! 
Lt J<ENSON 
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Det Hq Btry 1st Bn 12th Mar (NGFLnJ:lm) 
Logistics support Unit 

Det 3rd Sen Bn 
1st Clearing PIt Co B 3rd Med Bn 
Det 15th Dental Co 
:oet IT Team 

Co. B (Rein) 
Co. B 
Det Hq Btry 1st En 12th Ma.r (NG:F 'I'm) 
FO Team BtrYA 1st En 12th Yar 
Det 2nd Plt Co. A 3rd EngiBn 
Det 2nd PIt Co. B 3rd SPBn 
Det H&S Co. 

Det Intel Soot 
Det Med Plt 
Det Corum PIt 
Det TACP 

Co. C (Rein) 
Go. C 
FQ Team Btry A 1 st Bn 1 ;-:th Mar 
Det 2nd PIt 00 A 3rd lilngrBn 
Det 2nd PI t Co 13 3rd SPBn 
Det B&S Co 

Det Intel Sect 
Det Med-Plt 
Det Comm PIt 
DetTACP 

Co. D .(Rei~ 
Co. ]J 
Det HCJ. Btry 1 st En 12th Mar (NGF Tm) 
FO Team Btry A 1st En 12th Mar 
Det 2nd PIt 00 A 3rd EngIBn 
Det 2nd PIt Co B 3rd SPBn 
Det H&S Co 

Det Intel Sect 
Det Med PIt 
Det Corom Plt 
Det TACP 

.4.2" Mortar Btry 2nd Bn 12th Mar 

2nd PIt (,.,) (Rein) Co A 3m ;Engr~ .. 

2nd PIt ("") (Rein) Co B 3rd ~J3A-._ 

13L'1' RESERVE 
Co A (Rein) 

Co A 
:FO Team Btry A 1st 13n 12th Mar 
Det 2nd Plt 00 A 3rd EngrBn 
Det 2nd Pl t Co :B -3rd SP.Bn 
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J.)t 0 COIJF~ (U::>N) 
1t 0 lCi.NE~Y_ 

Lt. KiiliTER (U;3N) 
Lt. MC~J.NN (USN) 
GYSgt HERNANllliZ 

Capt. LANDES 

Capt. RECZEK 

Capt. RICHAlillSON. 

Capt. PATTERSON 

Lt. WENTWORTH 

Lt. WYMER 

Ca.pt 0 JORDAN 
(1=15 August 1967) 
Capt. 1ARIlIfOl:/E 
(16=31 August 1967) 
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Det H&S Co 

Det Intel Seet 
Det Med Plt 
Det Comm PIt 
Det TACP 

5." SuppOrting Forces. 
a. Artillery. 

(1) Phase I. 
Fire support tor the battalion was prO'lided by a 1B5mm howitzer 

batter,y located at hill # 29, which gave the batta~ian priority 
ot fires. A-1-12, also lOCated athl11 # 29, provided the 
battalion with general support. At times both batteries were 
firing simultaneously. 

(2) Phase n. , . 
. llLT :.1/3· waS/.bel-:i.l:itfWl>mto (lLiu~ ·:z& .. J'HtrWk:1wi:ih :'B'~:;&rt Ulery 
support and relied entirely on air. ~rtar Battery 2-12 landed 
in LZ Halok and was ready to tire four hours after the initial 
wave of troops were landed. At that time Mortar Battery 2-12 waS 
in direct support, however, late.r in the day A .. 1i-1r2 waS landed 
in LZ Dove and joined Bortar Battery 2-12 in a direct support 
role. Mortar Battery 2-12 was extracted from LZ Halllk and re­
tumed to hill # 29 on the 3rd day of Phase IIo 

(,) Phase III. " ' 
A-'1-12 provided direct 1'i~, support for the, battalion and 

displaced once to further SUpport the battalion. During the 
displa.cment of A-1-1i2, f-2-11 supported the battalion with 
priority of fires. When A-1-12. waS removed from direct support 
and returned to hill # 29 on 21 August, priority of fires were 
reoeived from a 155mm howitzer battery at Que Son. 

Missions Fired 

Observed ,2 
Unobserved 43 
H & I 121 

AmmUnition Expended 

High Explosive 3325 
White Phophorus 117 
Illundnation 84 
Smoke 12 

lit;~ Air. . 
'"'"'iIeIicopter support consisted of the insertion of four rifle com­
panies and the Alpha Cemmand for Phase I, the extraction and in ... 
ertion of three rifle companies and the Alpha Command for Phase II: 
and the extraction of four rifle companies and the Alpha COJIUDand 
for Phase III. All resupply, medevacs, detainee extraction .. and the 
extraction of 15,000 pounds of rice ·:were.'proVig,ed by helicopter. Arme(i 
UH-1E aircraft were used for aerial observati.on and TAC(A) control 
while also running seven strike sorties in support of the battalion. 
Fifty-nine fixed wing sorties were run during the operation with the 
.terrain and the tactical situationprecludtng the obtaining 
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of an ~Cu:r:ate BDA far most Idssim.s. The EDA £ar the fi~ed wing and 
UH-1E·g were 6. str.u.etures destrQyea.? 2 st.ru~:tt~:res, dQ..lllagedu 4- seoon.d­
e:ry expJ.osiQns and 10 pr,bable KB.A.. 

6. Intelligenceo 

Overall ene.my activitY' in the Amphibious abjectlve Area was limited 
with (Il.e signiti9ant except:Lon. During the rirst phase of the operatian 
heavy fire from smaU a.ms and machine gtlns :resulted in a heavy contact iAl 
the vicinit,r of coord:inates 148271.. Throughout the rest of the operatian 
&,PAin"atio sniper !ire was the mlly ccmtact.. The enenw- in theAOA ge:aerally 
evaded eantact by exfiltratiBg into the mountains to the noo:th" Numerous 
tunnels, covere.4fightiDg holes, and blmkers fortified the entire: area. 

7:. MisfliCllt 
8;... Phase Io 

Cammemoiag at ~H8lr on ~~ land by helioopter tat~ LZ Grouse and 
established predes~t.d. ~18Ck::ing positions ill support of 1st Marine e 
DiTisian operatiODs. 

b. Phase II. 
On order move by; helilif·t to the H1ep Due area Qlld conduct extensive 

search! and destJ;.'oy operations to capture.or destroy the persClQnelf . 

equipment and facilities. of the Second NVA Division. 

0;. Phase III. 
G1 order continue Beazoil and destroy operations; in a liol:theasterl¥ 

directicm. from Riep Due to Q.ue Son. 

6. Execution.Oanceptat Qpex&tiQUS~ 
a. Phase 10 

A R-Hour BLT 1/3 landed leur rifle companies and the Alpha COIl1IWmd 
into LZ, Grouse and moved. to blocking positions.' in support of the 1st 
Marine Divi.1on. In the last 4a.Ys of Phase I BLT 1{;, conducted searc'h &. 
and destroy operati OIlS J!iast toward Highway #1. 8M enc losu.re (1.). .. 

b. Phase II. 
CJ1 order BLT f/3 lifted three rifle companifla into LZ. Hawk securing 

the L£ and sur.rounding critical terrain for the :insertion. af the A.lpha 
COJIIIl&Ud, the 1 at Battalion, 5th Marines;, Mortar Batter 2/12 and 
Mortar Battery 2/11. upon completion of the insertion BI.ll' 113 conducted 
search and destroy operations in the Hiep Due; area. Company A was de­
tached to the 1st Marines to furnish security for the artillery units 
at LZ. Dove. :See encloflure (2). 

C t PhE:'.se In.. 
"Bi.Mt5 'c())1duct<Hl B!!l",:r,ehl f:'.nd destroy ,(~,;Jet·t1',ti(w~f.l NOJ:':the~:.::\t .t::~(lm'Ri·e~:,l)u;(r 
t.!'> Q.ue Son. i;. S~e, enelQllur~ ();)... " ',' . 

Chrmologioal Sequence of .8vl!J!.!.! 
11,0640 The first wave of Co (} was helibome.. The helicopters received sniper 

fire on the lift out. 
110700 The first wave of Co C landed at LZGrouse. The zane appear&d safe~ 
11:0120 All of Co C was helibome. 
110730 The first wave of Co A was heliborne. 
11'0800 Co C. secured Obj. If2. with negativeenem"y contact. Co C. captured .. 

wounded VC. All of Co A was hel:ibome. 

4 
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110007 Co Amoved t ObJ~',#2. 00:B spatted 5VQ trying to work their way 

into Go Bta position. fher were taken under fire and withdrew. 
110820 COC:.found 2 deald VC~t LZ Grouse, 1 from fragments- and 1 from 

small ~ fire. 
110910 'fbe Alpha CQllUWl.d laD.ded at LZ Grouse. Co A secUX!"_d Obj. #2, and 

Co D siOlired Obj. #3. . 
110950 Co:B landed at LZ,Grouae and linked up with Co D. Recan and the 

81mm mortar DJlatoon landed at LZ Grouse. 81' s immediately set 'up in 
general support. 

111025 The lirt was oompleted. 
111115 &ll1/3 unitSl began meviJIg toward 1?baH Line Red. 
111215 Co D oapt~ 2 VCS, just forward o!' Objo #30 
111220 . Co A orossed Phase Line Red and the leali e,lements of Co D were 

appreaohing Phase. Line Bed. 
111230 Co A found a bloody M-11 rifle by an millery crater. 
111330 Co A and Co D lpr~ • .a.4. toward Phase Line White. 
111400 Co D oaptured 1 Vas al Phas~ Line White. 
111530 Co A· was at Phase litJle White. 
111600 Co D was at Obj. 1fFj.> . 
111610 Co A secured.Obj. #4. 
111625 Co C fOmld 2 bramd. aew: Fruoh typewriters hidden in the. brush. 
111830 All. tV3 lmi:ts ocmsol1dated in a nigbt perimeter. 

'. 111900 A-1-12 ad Mortar Batter,y 2-12 are set in at Bill #2.9. 
112000 two EJquadstrom battaUaa liecE)D. ,obe~.il'lG)llt;O'bj'!f#:6. 
~06oo The two squads from liec_lflD:e"jja position to' observe Companies A and 

D advancing an Ob.1. #6. 
120710 Co C Sent -'a·~PatrQltba:~ht.o;:C$ver Ob~h #- 4., . 
120730 Co A was at Phase Line Blue. 
120745 The Becon platoon was em. Obj. #6. 
12061p Co D was an Obj. '" with CQ A abreast to theSoutn. 
121100" A patrol from 00 B spetted10 to 10 per.as iDtbe OPeDp well,'ae-

. played, with ,a, peiat GUt. fhe AO said ta'&Y!~j)'e&1:edF1tiS"!b'e'3·tiarrying 
mortars.. An ,artillery mission was .. lled.." 

11212;0 Co B had 11 WIA USK: froa a friendly, .hart artillery round. Co B 
was ~le to give d aS5eSSmeJlt an the artillery mission fired at 
VC carrying monars, 'because "ihey mOYed into heaIVY vecetatic:a odthe 
area bad no'i ,been swept.. ',. . 

1?,1405 Co B 'again spatted VO at ooordinates 1253~n. Vo werebrcmghtund-.r 
small arms ti~ __ ,',;':Ole VC _II _lmded ani oapturedD Co B, sustained' . , 
1 w:u 'US!I:. , . . .,.... 

121700 A111/3 units 1t8rebaOk into thai%' bloeld.Dg p08itiOlls onObj •. iii. 
122045 B-2-.dei en_taot in searching & village at 1i25"1~ (he va was k:Lllec\: 

and blood stains warranted the claimiDgof 2 'VO, KIA, probables.· 
1122200 A. Co j listening pest fized IIAJl&ll a:ru and threw. grenade a:~ 

1Il000eJiimt f'orw.rd of their pui:tiGllo Ia the ucbange ot ama:u '1LD8, 

1 H£'iile vas killed 1B the perimeter by atr. rOUDds tiredD7 the 
VC. &u.d IDe8IJlt te1: the listening post.. " 

H0745 CO A ,.secu:redObj. 1fT. 
t30S00 Co:D secured Obj~ #6-
')~15 A~ 00 :B patrol,.;lled artillerY' an 10 va at '1;,s325~ 
'f509J0 Baae4 on bloed¥ olothing and dra6 '!larks OIl the 4eck the" patrol 

from Co B cla1_d 5 VC KIA probables frQlll. the .rtillerl Iliaeiiaa 
fired at 135,25... .. 
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131000 A patrol from 00 A found 1 deadVC buried in a shallow grlil.ve .. 
1}12;0 The interrogatiOll of 3 captured VObro~t. out that 8 va have been 

operating in the area of Objo # 50 Of the 8,3 have been killed, 2 
_re WCilUUd8d and. the rest fled the areao Also brought out waa t~e 
fact tbat 3 weeks 880 300 IVA pa.ssed through the Vmh liuy area 
(coordimates 1030) headed South. . 

131345 00 B reported 1 VO KIA and 2 probables trom an artillery mission 
fired on 7 to 10 VO in a tree l~e at 1153310 
0. B reported 1 va KIA and 1 probable from small arms. 1~1545 

132145 
132307 

00 0 cap.t~d 1 Y08 wha he. ran .~otlt ot~hole under a hut .... < ... .:.._~. 
!lIhe Platoon S~f.re. 0-2 Oheolcl.Jig~.his. eSe ran into 2 VCo "He 
killed 1lan4. the Other could be heard Ii1ba.U1ng a8 he'mov:~d off. 
thr9U8h the b1"Wllh, but 11e ceuldn t t be. fwnd.. . . i 

14~30 c.o C found. the VC shot the night be.f..-re by tbe pl~toOn Sgt. Be 
was .. deado . . .. :"".'.' . '. . 

140700~~mp~e8. A and C ~;;;~\U~.;('tl;bt!·~bj(~pt:~~~ti~4f8.:~~1i:¥,t9i;i: ... .',)~~P,P~(.\9ut­
.. 'pef:!ttt,.q:;1;~j~)'1#5o '.;'-

140830 Co D o aUght 2 VCS· When they attempted to .run. 
1141'030 Companies A and C and tbe Aapba Command moved izl,":t.racetof.;~,; .. :iJ. 

Companies B and D. , 
141300 All 1/3 un1ts.!lBiJ;eC:tle4: peSitic:ms an ODjectives #8 and #9,. 
1424oo·.All 'lV3 tmitsseoure o No ene:uv contaCt.. , 
150030 Co A c"ught 1 vas, aeving around forwa.:t'd of -their perimeter • 

. 151245 DiTisic..RecQll. teams 011 Hills #434 aDd·#414 were oontacted by 
radio to check on any movement in the vaUoY' rohlardl of' Objectiyes 

152400 
160700 
160745 

160800 
160845 
161000 

#8 and #9~ No movemen1ifwa;s sighted. 
All 1/3 units seoure. l~o enemy cc:mtac.to 
Companies" and C 19'ial,'ted:iJIQvingo 
Oompanies B and D Iilld the Alpha Command 8:t~rle'd:!mqvingin';ltra6e of 
Companies A and C. " 
Co C called artillery on snipefb at 1411290 .. 
Companies A and C were at Phase Line Peacho 
Co C received heavy autQDB.tic lIeapons f'1~ from 156288, &1111 they 
called artillery on Obj. #11" The ,~th Marines ran air 'O[;:J::i.ki):'l 

on the ridge line South of Objo #11 0 

161125 Co·.1 lound a tmmel with 20 2 pound s1;iclts ol':'D'T' in it~ After 
the . TNT was blO1ln in the tuuel the Company Commander went into 
the tUllllel and was overcome bY' the lacko1'·'O.lr3'gen.. He was medevaced. 

161}00 00 Chad-5 prlority medevaDs, but the area was under too mucA tire 
tobriDg ill helic'opters a.t that time o Co C oontinued to run 
air and artillery- on Obj. #11, It was difficult to get an assess .. 
ment because the area could not be swept.· ',' 

161400 000 reported. 2 VC KIA and m probables from a4' . strikes .. 
1616}O Co C reported 4 IC[A;. usm and.6 WI! USMO, from initial oontact on 

161130 
161845 
161945 

Obj. #1;1,. The f'riendly- KIA bodies had.:nottbeenl~1Z'eoov~u;'ed~ 
00 C rep.erted 1 wu. USMC f'rom a snip.er. 
Co A reparted 5 va KIA and ~ probables fromt~artil1ery. 
.A patrol from Co G departed to recover the KIA bodies.4'rom the 
action 8arli.r .. Artillery fired smoke to cover t.be movement 
of' the P6trol. . 
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, \,',. :.; ~ " t, ," • 162235 The patrol from Co C; was: back into tneperimeter "'~tn tne 4 KIA 
bodie~6 fhe bodies were oomplete~str1pped of clothing ~ld 
equiipment, 1>ut they we:re not IIIl1tila:tede 

1i70210 An outpost from Co 15 was being hit b.alt'd by automat~cwelilJPms £ire 
and infantry t and was partiallY. overrun. 

110245 Co B i 8' Qutp.ost regaine.d. There were; still 2 friendlies lmaccounted 
for. The Bravo Company OOllllllaJlder felt tll& outpost was hit by 
approximately 1 platOQll. sipd unit. 

17031"0 Artillery tired night defensive tires" 
. f 

1T70345 Co B's medl!<qcs were out .. Co ~ reported 1 KIA USHO? but they ''l~re 
not sUre ot the total count on triendly wounded. 

170)15·'00 C moved out in the ass&ult of Obj. #11, 
1170610·00 C metsl1ght re&istanoemoving through Obj. #11.· '. '.' , 
1fl0645 . The tanks leaving Hill #29 on the waY to BIJr 1/3 I s position we~ 

170710 
1101;0 
110150 
110820 
170837 
110900 

at check point #1. 
The tanka were at oheck point #20 
The tanks wert at oheck point #3 0 

The tanks were at· oheck point #4. 
00 C found 11 Butterfly ndnes. 
00 C captured 3 vcs on Obj. =//11. 
After a thorougn search of their outpost area, C:o :Shad all friend­
lies accounted for and bad 1} EVA KIA. The B~vo CompliD.Y Co:mmander 

. felt more;: NV'j, were kill&d and seriously wounded because 'of the 
cries and m~s heard from positions forward of the outpost a£ter 
the finfight. The total ca.sualties· sustained from 1;h.e ,contaot 
\iere 1 KIA USl-JJ and 15 ~/IA US1~ ~ all from Co:S o Co A had the tanks 

'. in sight. . o;'$. :,>,c' 

110910 Co C found some USMC 782 gear and 4 NVA. packs- at 152288. 
111105 Companies, A. and:B started moving., 
171i125 Companies C IiD.d D and the Alpba Command sta.rted moving .. 
111410 Co D captured 3 VCS in a. vi.Uage at 1.an02. 
111445 Co A reported 1 VC KI<A and 3 detainees at 1:15 315. . 
171100 Companies, A and D and the A·lpha COJIllIltUld were consolidated mObil! .#1·}. 

Companies :B and C were consolidated on Obj. #1i4. ..;,,~ .. 
112400 All 1/3 units secureo No enell\Y contact, .' ., 
180700 Ole platGaD. .t'rOIi Co C; ad ane section of tanks checked Obj.#15 for' 

a battalim POS1t101l and a suitable landing zono. 
180930 Co C platoCll and tanks ;returned to Objo #14. No suitable landing 

zan\, was found at Obje #15. Companies ~~. C; and RecOIl moved to 
Objo #13 te join the rest of the 1/3 units. . ',. 

181050: .All 1/"j; units consolidated on Obj~ #1i}..: . ..-' 
1;B1200 15LT il3 ohopped Opoon to the 5thM~,7~ines. 
181415 The tanks were sent back to Hill 1f2.9. 
1i81f)OO ResupplJ' oommenoed tor the ba-ttalion. 
181615 The battalion reoeiVed word by radio that the tanks had arrived 

atlJill #29. 
1817;0 The BIll Gommander a.ud tne S-3 held a briefing for 1(3 unit lead­

182400 
190630 
1901'5 
190130 
190745 

ers on the seoond pbase of Op.er&tion C()Chise. 
All 1/3 units seoure. No enelll3' Q.altact. 
The helioopters Wllre in early for the lift of BLT 1130 
Companies 15 and C ware loaded an the h.elioopters6 

The first Qve was, lifted out with Gampanies Bs C and most of D. 
The tiNt wave landed in t.z Ha.wk. The ai.rcra£t report .. d no fire 
in the sone. 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 190815 The last elements of Co .D Lllld the Alpha COlllmaIld were. helibome. 
Co C reported 2 NVA probables. and 2 captured at .LZ Hawk. Co:B 
reported that interrogation of villagers disclosed that the vi.;ll­
agers_ were instructed nGlt to go North of the river because the 
NVA were" masairlg their tneops there .. , Helicopters reoeived spora.dic 
sniper fire from North of the river while inserting the Fifth Marines. 

190950 The insertion of 1/5 was completeo 

191010 Co:B found 3 NV~ and 1 woman in green uniforms in a cave at 874210. 
00 B 61 .. !i.med .. ~obable KIA from blood .stains on the ground 
where & young male was knocked down. by small arms fire. 

191UO The lift into LZ HatWk was c~+ete tor all units.. 1( 

191400 An NVA Warrant Officer captured by 1/5 and turned ove'i to 1(3 
led a Patrol from eo C. to rice cache of aPQlt 2 tons.f 

191430 
19183,0 

A Co 0 patrol killed 3 VO, oap:t1.lJ.'ed 3 ves and found 300 pounds of rioe,. 
Co C killed 1 VO trying to infiltrate their lines. 

192400 
20<:630 

200815 
200905 
201i025 
201120 
201155 
20121iO 
2013:~O 

All l/?i units, secure. No enemy oontact. 
OOMf}anies B and D moved cut to commence search and destroy 
operattions; within the 1/'5 ZOA. 
Co B bad 1 Marine w.olmded by a ~ooby t'rap. 
00 B secured Obj. #5. ' 
Co B killed 1 VO •.. • . " ' ". 
Co Bsecured Obj. #11. 
00 D found a huge rice oache at 851211. 
Go D found 2 va hiding in & hole. 
Co C. tiada va detainee try to escape by running toward their 
perimeter. The va o.ouldnft be o&.ught, so when he cleared the peri-

. meter he was brought under fire and killed. 

,;( 

20163:0 Co B started returning to the battalion peri~ter. 0.0 D also started .:. ;~.~<.., 

returning minus the 3rd platoon,., which sta.yed with the rice cache· :.~<.~':r',~,,:'. 
,lmt1I:.4.t:~ c:ould be. extracted o 

2:01700 00 B was: back in the perimeter. 
201130 Co D:' Was back in the perimeter. Co B reported finding 1, Stevens 1i2 

ga~'lshotgun anq., ,some shotgun shells in a hut. 
210700 Resupply' &f the,1y"3;units commenced. 
210910x Co B m<Ned out~·,tQ~ccntmue search and des,troy opera:tions" 
21'0930 'The helicopters' brtnging refugees and rice bag. to D-3's pGSition 

received sniper £ire and couldn't landQ The refugees and bags 
were placed inLZ- Hawic and Co D escorted them to D-}IS position to 
loa.d the rice cache i'orextraction. Both 4.2" mortax b9.tteries 
were helil1fted from LZH.wk. 

211230 Go B was sniped at while looking for a site for a river crossing. 

211345 
2116,0 
211800 

They did not find a crossing,· but did find a hut with 100 Piasters 
QJ1d 20 AK-40 rounds in ito 
Co D reaohed n.-:ps pgsition. Go B s.ecured Obj. #4. 
Co B returned to the batt.alion perimeter. 
Five CH-46 loads of rioe and the refugees were extracted and 
Co D started fo~ the battalion perimeter. 

211930 Co D retuxned to the perimeter. 
220700 UH-1E and f'ixed wing aircraft rQll strikes North of th~ river 

on Objectives #12, #13 Qlld #114. 115 KIA were claimed. 

SECRET-NOFORN 
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220715 Tbe air strikes seouredo 
2207,0 The /hel:ioopt1lr brought in the rope to ef£ect the river cross­

ing .. 
I,. 220910 CO'Ir sent 1 squad acrolstbe river. td secUre 'the r<?pe for 

" the orossing. .... 
221000 ;\~heisq~ad from Co B secured theropo on, the" No~h side' ot' the 

river. ' .. ' . , . 
, .' 

221130 
221":0 

Co D had half its" elements across the river. 
Co D had completed the crossing and Co C had ~i£ its .' elements 
aeresse 00 B c~llenged So vC~ he ran: and was killedo . 

221600 ·Co, C was aoross! the ri Ter9 t.he.A\lpha a-and-, Was "M;CrollS Uilild hall!' ··of 
Go Bwa&across the ri vere Resupp11 "of the battal1cn was commenceq,., . 

. CoB f'OUlld • caohe Gf rice and corn. itt was burned due to the 
taotical/sitUationo 

221700 All '1/3 units had eftected the river crossiilg. 
230800 ' A deta:11 from the AI" CG1llJllalldg an & wa:ter run~uuclWered aD.' 

IIDDIO cache at 81222;& " .';, 
230830 Co D had 13 refugees desiring to be ev.cua.ted. from a village 'at 

873225. . .' '. . . . . 
230930 Co B ~rep.or:tedl. a total of 1174 82mm mortar rounds 9 48 60mm mortar 

rounds 1 24 ChicOJD. .gft:nades~ 14 boxes of' 60mm mortar fu.~s:t 27 
boxes· of 82mm mort~ f'uzes~ 8 boxes, of 60nm mortar nose .deton.i. 
atora and, 26 boxes, of S2mm mortar nose detOnators~frbm the arms 

>;,.,~~phe thatwasuncoveredo It was. all. blown in' place except· one 
; sampfe from ea.ch lot nWnber,vhich' Was sent to the ,:6th.>Ha.r:ines;;,~ 

231000 All 113 units @OYed in continuanoe of search and destroy 
operations within the battalion TAORo 

231010 CoO secured Obje #16,. . 
231135 Co O';repm:ted having 1 .f'emaJ.e VCS&nd a 5 yea.rald boy.... Go B killed 

1 VC who ran when challellg8do . , 
, 231315 GoC secw:ed Obj~ #'1S,. 

231330 Co D secured Obj,. #20 aud still moviiJgo Co D Qalled artillery 
an an automatic '~ap'enr' firing from Objo #19.. . : 

231345 GoB secured Objo.#20. 
231400 Co D captured :3 ves hiding' in a cave. 
231530 Co D secured Obj~ #210 

- 231600'00 C secured Obj. #19. , 
231630 :Companies Bg D and the Alp.bs. C,omm~d were consolicia.ted On Obj .. #21<-
240600 ;0.,.2 departed back to the river orossing wi tha detainee who olaimed 

'240630 
240650 
240820 
241000 
241020 

to know the location 'of' an ~ caohe G ' 

D_2 was at check point #2 .--
D_2 was at check point #). 
D .. 2 was at check p.o:iint #4. 
Co B had 1 friendly w.IA. from iii. .booby trap. 
D-2 .:t'e&ohed the river crossing, "'madeoontact with 4 .persons in 
green uniforms and Called in artillery. They olaimed 2 prob- . 
able YO KIA. . .' . 

241215 '])...2 reported finding .. tan of riC&, 1 9mm pistol/2 transistor 

241250 
24142D 
241503 
250600 

,r~i:'Os .;:tnd severd rounds of assorted small arIIlS"o 

Co G sta,rted moving. 
D-2 . was beliUfted baok to Co D pesit1ono 

Co D and the lI;).pha COlIlIIIImd started moving. 
Phase III of Ope~tion ~hise commenced~ 
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250845 
250915 

251325 
251400 
251f7~ 
260700 
260855 
260955 
2610}0 
261145 
2612;0 
261550 
261'600 
26tOOO 

21('f(00 
~70845 
270930 
271050 
2111210 

271645 
280700 
2813.;0 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
Go D was .t Pnaee ~~ R~d~ 
Qo D ~ed a.rtilliry em ~!] vo at 9552180 The .:results were not 
kno~ until the ~a ©Quld b~ s~~pto 
Co A bad 11 friendly WlIA from a !Smper. 
Co Dcaptured ~ female VOS. 
Reeup.p],r ~OOIlIlt'm©ed for the battalioo. 
All ~/3 units: etarled maring'", ""- ' ~'ii' : 
00 A captured 6 ves., 
Co A secur~d OId.;)e #6. Thr~e ve were ldlled/;;w.d 3 Clapturea:~ 
Co :B se~ut'ed Obj. #71 e One ire was ki1~~d 3",were captuxed. 
Co A had 1 KIA US~ f:rom eniper ,fire d "" '~ 
00 :a killed 2 VO Slr!.ip'I5~~ 9643t'~ '~ 
Co C. seo1J.I'ed Obj.. #8,. FGUX' ves were oaptured& 
Co B had :] WlA USMl from smiper fire 0 

Co C tmmd 300 M""f, l'@lmdB> andflome 7/8? g~arD All 1Y3 units were 
()onsol1dated in night p~i$it1m8o .\ .\i. .-
All ~13 'lIDi ts started m~: ' ,":, .. 
Co C s:e0ured tObj. #ii,. -j 

Co B secured Obj.,#iJ4 .. 
Co C had- ~ WI! usm from >,fi. bJOibyt,1('ap. 
Co D and the Alpha C©Illl!lIand rel1jeh'ed sniper tirelo In the ~.bange 
of emaIl arIllS g 00 D knooked ili va dow ~d they olaimed 1 va KIA 
probable" 
All ill; units HlJre: 001!1!Jii·~lidated at ~e aan. 
The helilift of B![I iV" tiQJ Chu Iai ©ommenced. 
The helilift or BLT 1/3 t@ Chu La.i complete.do, All 1~} units started 
preparing tar the ba©kload back to the ships of the .ARG an the 29th 
of hUgUBt ~ 961. 

lile EneSY Losses g , 

43 KIA Oonfirmed 
16 KIA Proba.ble 
5.5 :DetaineeIW 

be Ene!l\Y Eq~'p!-ent on. W~a..P<OOtS CEY\1."edo 
~2<K~44 
1 SKS 
1 9mm Pistol 
~ M-"l Rifle 
1 st evens, 12 g:l!w~e ~hotgun 

25 ~2 gauge sbot~ ~h~ll~ 
o. Friendly Los8e$o, 

8 KIA 
39 'WIA 

d., Friendly E@1ipment and WeaponSl Lost 8 
1 PRfJl2.5 Ba,dio 
,. )1"'16 Rines. 
1 .45 G&lo F1litol 

10. Administrative Matter~ 
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a. Pestal. Mail was, d~li"1e1."e.d to BLT 1{3 rear in DANA.NG~, acted by , 

oomPaDi/attacb.ed unite and delivered tit Rill /Ifl,} for further dist~ 
ributim to the tieli. Mail delivery was alJccmplimed every ether 
day on a r~ basis with the difficulties being de4r/ot delivery 
due to trau.port&t1~ .. 't'&1~:Uity and t1m1Dg ... 

be Logis.tia:80 All reaupplJ' _s; accompliltled by hejjcGpter frmnt,!1e 18" 
on HUlL #6} every ei'd~er ~ durixlg OperatiClll COOIUSE 0 ,Unit resupply' 
req')1est81 came, dire@~l:;y he using unit$ tt!JJ i;he L:U whe;z:e unti; dist .. 
ributicm. _s e!!ec,;ed... m ~l&lI8e. of suppUes. were· available and 
p'rovided in S&ti~'actm:'Y q)1&J1titiesi from LSAt Rill #630 No extreme 
di.t'!ioulties Wire encw:ntered in,:effeoting resupply.. During Operation 
COOHlSE j :B&li, ret .. tet'H!l del replac:ement personnelJ in transit to and 
trem the field, were p:t'~l\u,,"d tbru 1/3 admin rear D.ANJlNG-o , 

c. Treatment of CaslJIalties and. Ev&cuatiaue gaeualt:ies -we~ eva~ted by 
helic.pter fre the operating area. directl,. t. the c.. & C Platoon es­
tablished at Hill #63. B'LIr 1/3 supply Jiaiscm personnel were placed 
at Hilli. #6, te ~lai?ll and sa£e guard easua]:ty eqUipment and individual 
weapcms. Unit calWalties. were reported via HST net to Bm 1/3 S-1 
repree:entative at LSA, Hill #6?i &lIld paCll\ed te BliT 1/-; admin rear where 
the bSittali on persGImel officer repmed directqts" 1et<:D:ivis.:lcm Cas ... 
ualty:report:ing sectic. Ne severe dif'f'icultiea orpr@blems were 
encountered. 

,d. COIDll1Wl:1cations o During Operation COCHISE logistics> c.:olDIlltlllicatiGlls 
with units in the field were generally gO<i)d via the liST net. Commen­
cing Phase II of Operation COCHISE Iii. radio relay ~sestablished and 
maintained at NUl LAC SON for .relay ire units in the field to 1Sk 
for resupplYJ evacuation and J/lovement 01' personnel to Ii1ld from ,;the 
fielda 

,11. ~",:';''1der ~ s AnaJ,ysis~ 
At the commencement of Phase; lIt MQrta.r Ba.tteries ,2/t1 an.o, 2/12 \., 'tJ:~'ought 

in to La lilii.wk prior to the comp.LetiOll of the survey by the l:'econ party from, 
2/11. Caneeq')1ently 9 they were lauded in the llX'C1Ing locati an and helicopters 
had to be !ragged 'to re'ium and rep.siti. the initial elements of the 
Mortar Ba:tteries., This did Rot have an adverse effect" "crr-tne over&lltaC'tical 
Bituatiai, but the cef:ll~es ~.uld have been critical~ It is suggested for 
similar operaUccs, in 1#he future, tpe Mortar B'attedes be plaoe.d in an "' on­
eall" et atus 0 H&l £ire$- were Hldom apprwed er received final clearance to 
be tired pric'to 2200... In ord($J;' to deny the enemy f'reedODi of m&vement 
under the early hours: O.t: darkness :it is suggested tba.t aU efforts be made 
to begin H&I fires immediately after dusk. Eerpeoially- 'When the enemy are 
lmown to be in & particular areQ, ()f operatiC)l'ts. 
The lack of insUfficienttimEl. allotted to cond,uct,:tporough and extensive 
search IiUld des'tl.'oy lJ:rp~ operations appea.rs to be a CODWlGn diso-repswcy. 
Phase II waS cut short by two days.; which prevented Bm 1/3 trom completing 
ooverage of the Battalion's zane of Aotion o 

Em 1i/~ received a warning order at 1500 on »+2 to be prepared to effect 
a river orossing in the Battalim.ts Zone o£ Aatim on the mom1ng of D+3 • 
.Due to recent heavy ra.inf'alls~ there was no suitable crossing !'lite as the 
water level h&"d risen and the ourrent was tOQ swi:ft f.r a man t. walk aoross 
the river without the aid of some type of crossing eq.uipment i. e., lines, 
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rubber bGa.ts~ flctatim d:~wi~s etc. The aboll'13 ~:t!lme were r@<!u.~sM:,r~ but the 
Batta114i1l only r~dved lim,e lil!iA~. Se1ft:r!il ~iiQlOOld:were nea.rly dro:wnedt 
but £ortunatel,y ne one "4~ l@Jst in the Il1!peratiooo In additiQnI) due to the 
lack of adequate equipJD!!IDrt an '8ntixe ~ was rf!lqp.iX'li!ld to ~omplet~ the 
crossing. It would appe&r that pri~r detailed plaronmg and coerdinaticm 
might preyent reoocuran~'s @J£ thie. .R'JIa:tUJ:'e in fut1lJXe operations", 
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